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All you want for Christmas

This Christmas be sure of getting the best at the most
sensible prices. Call in at your nearest Naafi shop and
see the wonderful range of Festive Fare.

You'll find everything to make your Christmas a

gay and memorable occasion; every kind of gift

for you, your family and your friends.

Vintage wines and fine cigars, crackers

and paper hats, small gifts and major

presents — Naafi has them all at

hand for you to choose from. At

Naafi your selection is widest

and your shopping easiest.

NAAIFI

The Official Canteen Organisation for H.M. Forces

IMPERIAL COURT, KENNINGTON LANE, LONDON S.E.11.

CAPSTAN

NICE WORK . .. | Enjoy another packet of

if you can get your boots cleaned for
you ... but if you can’t, you can still
get Kiwi. And because it's the best
boot polish, Kiwi makes the job much
easier. Make sure you use Kiwi...
you’ll find polishing easier and your
boots brighter.

-theyTre
blended
better

deep shine with

KiWIi BLACK
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STERLING

THE MANUFACTURE OF THE STERLING SUB-MACHINE GUN 9mm.
6. THE BARREL

The barrel is machined from a forging in a close-specification
material of the EN9 type. It has a finished length of 7.593 in. and
a mean external diameter of 0.641 in. The bore is 0.350/0.347 in.
diameter and has a 6-land rifling with a right hand lead of 9.843 in.
Over the bottoms of the grooves the full diameter is 0.359/0.356
inches. An interesting feature is that the bore is rifled in one pass,
by pull broaching. This is done using a 20 button-type broach
coupled to a helical draw bar which is hydraulically operated.
During the cutting stroke the work is enclosed in a box and sub-
merged in coolant at a pressure of 50 Ibs. per sq. in. and broached
at 6 ft. per minute.

STERLING ENGINEERING (0. LTD.,
Sterling Works, Dagenham, Essex

Telephone: Dominion 4545 - 4555, Telegrams: “Sterling, Dagenham"’

Covered by world-wide patents including U.K. Patents Nos. 559469, 566875, 579660,
583092, 615471, 669280, 686628, 692768,

GIFTS FOR HOME

FOR CHRISTMAS, ANNIVERSARIES AND ALL OCCASIONS
DELIVERED DIRECT FROM LONDON
ALL TAXES AND DUTY PAID

ASSORTED FOOD BOXES
CHOCOLATES » BISCUITS
FLOWERS * FRESH FRUITS
CHRISTMAS POULTRY ¢ WINES, SPIRITS
AND TOBACCO » NYLONS ;
SELECTED GIFTS FOR THE HOME

PRICES rromMm

|5"' rosT

SPECIAL TERMS FOR MEMBERS OF H. M. FORCES
% Write for your copy of our
“GIFT IDEAS” BOOKLET

GRAYSON’S .:-

120, MOORGATE, LONDON, E.C.2

A NEW GIFT IDEA!

GIFT VOUCHERS

WITH FREE CHOICE FOR YOUR
RECIPIENT

A PHYSIGAL TRANSFORMATION

g —said an eminent Doctor on seeing the results achieved by Walter
g Redhead after a postal course in MAXALDING.

A SIX MONTHS' COURSE

Pupil Redhead is shown (left) at the
start of a six months’ course. His J
latest photograph (right) shows a vast {f
improvement in development, but he
reports big gains in strength, stamina

and speed as well.

1956

Since starting Maxalding
Walter Redhead has gain-
ed -awards for strength,
& physical excellence and
Muscle Control, including
an award for possessing
Britain's Best Abdominal
Development.

TRAINING UNDER CANVAS

Many of our best pest-war successes have been in
the cases of young soldiers who have used Maxald-
ing under the varied conditions of service life. Pupil
Walter Redhead has trained at camps under canvas.

LIFE’S AMBITION REALIZED

Ken Owers, age 33 (left) took up Maxalding after
many years of ordinary P.T. and weight-lifting. He
. reports:—“1956. Results have been remarkable.
K\ As an ex-weight-lifter | would not have belived

\ that one could get so much stronger without
W weights, unless | had actually done it. All my
career | have aimed at 15-inch arms, but could
never seem to attain this measurement, even

y

upper arms Rave reached this measurement.
| am confident that improvements will continue

3 AGE
20

for a long time yet,”'

CHEST NOW 49. INCHES 7
W. Morris, age 20 (right) has an ambition to reach i
the coveted 50-inch chest measurement. Increasing Z sy
steadily month by month he is within half aninch of (e

his target. The outdoor snapshot showing Pupil o
Morris performing a back control, was taken a few
weeks after starting Maxalding. (Other measure-
ments include 1é4-inch arms, 25-inch thighs and
17-inch calves).

STRENGTH CHAMPION AT 33

Alex Grant (left), rugged
and fic club leader, has
been a keen Maxalding
follower throughout his
P.T. Career and at 33
holds strength champion-
ships and has gained
awards for muscular de-
", velopment and control.

PERSONAL—-POSTAl'. COURSES

The great success of Maxalding is due to the fact
that every course is personally planned and super-
vised by. the Principal according to the exact
requirements of each individual pupil with all rele-
vant factors taken into consideration—Age Group,
Physique Type, Particular Improvements desired,
etc., etc.
OUR FEES ARE THE LOWEST IN THE WORLD
ol ¢ FOR GENUINE PERSONAL INSTRUCTION OF
! i THIS KIND.

READ THIS INSPIRING LITERATURE—FREE
Explanatory literature containing scores of
photographic illustrations of pupils from 15-65
years of age, will be sent free to any part of
the world. All Maxalding correspondence is
conducted in sealed envelopes, free from exter-
nal advertising matter and no “follow up"
Sales Talk is sent. (Postage for 4 ounces—
4d. in U.K.—is appreciated, but is not &
obligatory). .

MAXALDING (54) Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent

' Please send free literature to:—

: MR e e

T e Sl ol

: ......................................................

A GO R Be he M Sa

: MAXALDING (54) SHEPHERDSWELL, DOVER, KENT
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RESULTS

Ist Prize — £10.0.0

“It seems to me,"’
Said the C-in-C —
Who was something of a shot —

“For an SMG
| must agree

This STERLING beats the lot!”’

STERLING

2nd Prize — £7 . 10.0

"It seems plain to me,"’

Said the Guardsman with glee,
“The STERLING’S the weapon,
For you and for me."”’

*For lightness and rightness,
And bite more than bark
— all other carbines

2310353 Rifleman Turley, Wenc out with the Ark.

1st Bn. Royal Ulster Rifles. ‘“This weapon’s a cert
To win moments of fame,
It's Sterling by nature

And STERLING by name.”’

Major T. G. W. Potts, R.A.
The War Office.

CHEQUES FOR THE PRIZE MONEY HAVE BEEN SENT TO THE

* % %

OF STERLING COMPETITION

3rd Prize — £5.0.0
“A weapon precise, of a worth beyond
price,"’

Was the proud manufacturers’ claim,

And the soldier admits, every word of it
fits ; =

For it’s STERLING in nature and name !

2265955 Cpl. Horle D.,
39 Indep. Inf. Bde. Sig. Tp.

* * k

WINNERS NAMED ABOVE

STERL]NG ENGINEERING (0. LTD., Slerling Works, Dagenham, Essex

Telephone: Dominien 4545-4555. i

Telegrams: * Sterling, Dagenham *’

Covered by world wide patents including U.K. Patents Nos. 559469, 566875, 579660, 583092, 615466, 615471, 669280, 686628, 692768.

INTERFIORA

The world-wide
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Say it with flowers

NEW

Let the magic eloquence
of flowers convey your
sentiments to loved ones at
home. Be sure your
greetings arrive. Order only
through your N.A A F.1. or Malcolm
Club, or from florists displaying the
Interflora ‘Mercury’ sign.

FLOWER RELAY SERVICE

live life
to the full in the

A

youth and
opportunity

THE

NEW ZEALAND ARMY

has vacancies for men and women with past experience in
H.M. Forces in a number of interesting and well-paid posts.
FREE passages for successful applicants AND families.

Age limits 21-35 Men, married or single. Women single only,

Write to:
NEW ZEALAND ARMY H.Q., DEPT. F. 2, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C.2.
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Libya, 4 piastres; Cyprus, 7 piastres; Malaya, 30 cents; Hong-Kong, 60 cents; East Africa, 75 cents; West Africa, 9d.

o ke

The imposing array of test slopes: Gradients range from ome in four to ome in 1.73.

MILITARY RALLY

At Chobham, birthplace of the
Centurion and Conqueror, are
also devised new armoured
cars and caravans, motor-
cycles and guided missile
transporters for the Army

Photographs: SOLDIER Cameraman
ARTHUR BLUNDELL

Common, in Surrey, is a
wired-off area sign-posted
“FYRDE.”

Any visitor who asks what
that may be is liable to be told,
“That’s the Chobham treacle-
mine.” The joke dates back to
when Queen Victoria visited
Chobham Common to review
the troops back from the
Crimea.. The soldiers had too
much black treacle in their
rations,. so when they broke
camp they buried the surplus. In
time it fermented, burst its con-
tainers and seeped out of the
ground. A passing villager
sampled the sticky mess and
dashed off to tell his neighbours
he had found a treacle-mine on
the Common.

IN a corner of Chobham

A Conqueror climbs the
one-in-two test slope.

OVER...
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MILITARY RALLY

continued

In fact, the initials stand for
Fighting Vehicles Research and
Development Establishment.
This is a Ministry of Supply
organisation which was the birth-
place of the Centurion and Con-
queror tanks. Here, too, are
tested commercial vehicles which
may be of use to the Services.

Although most of the Estab-
lishment’s staff are civilians, there
are also about 350 soldiers whose
work is to try out vehicles in Ser-
vice conditions, The Establish-
ment has its skilled test drivers,
but the important thing about a
military vehicle’s performance is
what the average Regular or
National Service crew can make
it do. So both Regulars and
National Servicemen are at-
tached to the Establishment to
give inexpert guidance on this
subject. At the same time, the
soldiers can give knowledgeable
advice on what the Army wants
from the vehicles, not only in
performance but in such matters
as ease of maintenance.

The Establishment recently
showed off some of its products
to British and overseas visitors.
Commercial firms are concerned
in the development and manu-
facture of many military vehicles,
and they feel that some could be
useful for civil work. So, lock-
ing away its most jealously-
guarded secrets, the Establish-
ment threw itself open to guests
of the Society of Motor Manu-
facturers and Traders and set
itself to helping the export drive.

There were something like 100
vehicles on show, ranging in size
from the cumbrous Mighty
Antar, which will carry a Con-

The Saladin, the new six-wheel armoured cor, tackles cratered cobbles ot speed.

queror, to the 500 cc motor-cycle
which is now in use in all three
British Services and in the Cana-
dian Army. Among them were
vehicles few soldiers have seen.

One was the Saladin, a six-
wheel-drive armoured car de-
veloped from the Saracen troop
carrier. It has a 76-millimetre
quick-firing gun and two .03
machine-guns. Another develop-
ment of the Saracen was a six-
wheel fire crash tender for the
Royal Air Force.

An exhibit now going into ser-
vice in Malaya and Cyprus was

the four-wheeled-drive armoured
one-ton truck. Also in operation
is the servicing trailer which car-
ries a battery of hoses through
‘which lubricants can be forced
under pressure. With its aid, a
Centurion can be serviced in half
an hour; when hand-operated
grease-guns are used, this work
takes four or five hours. The
trailer also carries a vehicle-
washing machine and a folding
water-tank to supply it.

There were some glimpses of
the future. A guided missile
transporter (loaded with wooden

Left: This is all you see of a }-ton truck with a crew of frogmen
when it tackles seven feet of water.
frogman floated away in the water—but that was part of the “act.”

Below: After its dip. One

“mock-ups”) was one. It is a
trailer designed to run behind a
ten-ton six-wheel-drive tractor.
Other novelties were mobile
water-chilling and air-condition-
ing plants for cooling electronic
and other equipment in the field.
There was also a half-ton trailer
with experimental independent
rubber torsion suspension on
each wheel. It is designed to run
smoothly over bad surfaces, so
that the towing vehicle will not
have to slow down because of
the trailer’s bumping.

Senior commanders of the
future will not, like those of
World War Two, have to capture
their caravans. The Establish-
ment has produced a caravan for
them, with both sleeping and
office accommodation. Nor will
“private armies” have to modify
their own vehicles. On view was
a Special Air Services Landrover
already bristling with weapons.

Indoors, there was an engineer-
ing exhibition where terms like
power-assisted steering, fluid
couplings, semi-automatic trans-
mission and petrol-injection were
being bandied about. A vast
board showing the electrical lay-
out of a modern heavy-gun tank
stood beside one a third or a
quarter its size illustrating the
lay-out of a World War Two
tank, to demonstrate why the
generator capacity has increased
from 800 to 15,000 watts. There
were gadgets which the Estab-
ment uses for its own work, like
the one which can vibrate a ten-
ton tractor as many times a min-
ute-as the operator wishes, There
were gadgets like the justly-
celebrated Chobham  joint,
proudly claimed by its demon-
strator to be the most up-to-date
and efficient universal joint. It
was invented in the Establish-
ment.

There was also the gadget

-which ejects the cartridge-case



The amphibious Centurion with the screen dropped. The propellers can be folded out of the way

from a Conqueror each time the
gun fires, before the fumes can
foul the interior of the tank.
“After we thought it up,” said
the demonstrator, “they said,
‘Make it lighter. Use fibreglass
there." So bang went our strength
here.” And he patted one part of
the gadget. “Then they said, ‘We
must be able to get the driver out

Right: The Ferret floats, but it needs this screen
to keep the water out of the top. Below: A door
is opened and water pours from a ten-tom, six-
wheel medium artillery troctor after it haos passed
through seven feet of water in the wading tank.

if he is wounded. Make this re-
movable.” So bang went -our
strength here.” And he patted
another part. “There are so many
electrical things on a tank that
we have to work the whole thing
from this,” and he tapped an
electric motor about the size of
those which drive sewing mach-
ines. Then he hurled three great

cartridge cases into the machine,
and they duly clanged up a
column, through a tunnel, out of
a door and into a waiting basket.
He invited SOLDIER to hurl
them in again. “Wonderful tank,
the Conqueror,” he said. “Noth-
ing to beat it in the world.”
Over at the wading tank, some
of the vehicles were showing

what they could do in about
seven feet of water. A Centurion,
equipped with two propellers and
a canvas screen like a war-time
DD tank, glided across like a
cruiser, towing a rubber duck. As
it climbed out of the water, there
was a phizz of compressed air
and the screen collapsed, then the

propellers folded away.
A “truck i-ton 4X4,” better
OVER...




MILITARY RALLY

known as a Champ, bearing four
men in frogmen suits, dis-
appeared under water completely
except for its “snort” tube. A
Saracen and a Ferret showed
that, with a little preparation
(and a small screen in the case of
the Ferret) they could float. They
could also be propelled by the
ordinary turning of their driving
wheels. Just why they could
move like this was not explained,

continued

but one officer offered the theory
that as the water is denser at the
bottom of the tyre, the forward
push there would be greater than
the backward push at the top.
Screening by mudguards or parts
of the body at the top could also
have something to do with it. The
front wheels serve as rudders.
Other vehiclés showed their
capabilities on the Establish-
ment’s four test slopes. The

Above, left: A peep
into the future is
this semi-trailer de-
signed to carry
guided missiles—
represented by wood-
en ““mock - ups.”

Right: An official
joke. This "taxi”
carried a passenger
nimbly up the one
in 1.73 test slope.

The new one-ton
ormoured truck, now
in service in Malaya
ond Cyprus. It has
four-wheel drive and
five-speed 'gear-box.

mildest of these has a gradient
of one in four, equal to the
worst short stretch of Porlock
Hill, Britain's notorious road
climb. A Conqueror merrily took
its 65 tons up the one-in-two
slope and a Centurion tackled
the steepest of them all, which
was one in 1.73. To judge by the
sounds of their engines, both
tanks still had something left
under the throttle.

*On the suspension courses
tanks chugged over loose granite
blocks, and wheeled vehicles

tackled roads ridged at regular
intervals with concrete setts one-
and-a-half and two-and-a-half
inches high, then returned over
cobbles worse than anything a
Continental highway authority
can show. They did so at high
speeds, and though the drivers
seemed to be working hard at the
steering wheels, the vehicles
themselves did not appear to be
feeling the strain. “It would be
quite possible to take a pencil
and paper and write in there,”
said a loudspeaker as a Saladin
flew over the cratered pavé with
all six wheels bouncing inde-
pendently.

Just to show how suspension
has improved, a one-ton combat
truck and a World War Two
fifteen-hundredweight went over
the concrete setts together. The
new vehicle bore ahead at a
steady 40 miles an hour or there-
abouts; the old one lost ground
and the driver was obviously
having difficulty in keeping a
straight course,

Meanwhile, round and round
the two-mile test track, with its
banked turns, went a variety of
tanks, armoured cars, buses,
ambulances, lorries, tank-trans-
porters and fire-engines. If
Chobham has many days like
that, what it needs is not a treacle-
mine but an oil-well.

RICHARD ELLEY

A

NEW fuel tanker which carries
2500 gallons of petrol—enough to
enable 25 fully-loaded three-ton lorries
to drive from Land’s End to John o’
Groats—is now in service with' the
Army. In an emergency it can tow a
1000-gallon ftrailer. A built-in pump,
driven by the vehicle’s diesel engine,
can load and discharge petrol at 100
gallons a minute.

This new ten-ton tanker, which can
operate over fairly rough country if
required, will partly replace the present
three-ton, 800-gallon fuel truck in the
RASC fuel-carrying companies. The
first unit to receive it was 59 Petrol
Transport Company RASC at Sedge-
field, Durham.
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Rhine Army’s new
Commander-in-Chief
signed on for ‘“seven-
and-five” and served for
two years in the ranks

UT for an outbreak of “automation”

31 years ago, Rhine Army and

Northern Army Group might not

be getting Lieutenant-General Sir

Dudley Ward as their new commander in
January. :

In 1925, Alfred Dudley Ward, from Wim-
borne, Dorset, was on the staff of the Eastern
Telegraph Company in Gibraltar. It was
about 100 strong, but new automatic devices
were being introduced and it was obvious

. that the staff would soon be reduced. (In

fact, two or three years later it was down
to between 20 and 30.)

In two years on the Rock, young Ward
had made friends with a good many sol-
diers, so he decided to resign and make the
Army his career. His aim: “A commission
in the Dorsetshire Regiment,my own county
regiment.,”

He enlisted on a “seven-and-five” engage-
ment with the Bedfordshire and Hertford-
shire Regiment. In those days, 15 non-
commissioned officers were picked each
half-year to go to Sandhurst. In just under
two years, Corporal Ward was chosen.

“The shortest possible time between en-
listing and going to Sandhurst was eighteen
months,” says General Ward. “I was lucky
to do it in two years.”

Looking back, General Ward does not
consider that service in the ranks is neces-
sary in the training of an officer.

“For a chap of the right quality,” he says,
“service in the ranks makes no difference
one way or the other. As an officer I was
never conscious of having a particular bulge
over anybody else.”

His commission to the Dorset Regiment

Cassino.

Lieutenant-General Sir Dudley Ward led a division at

He was awarded Russia’s Order of Stivorov and

is a Commander of the American Legion of Merit.

came in 1929, but meanwhile
Gentleman Cadet Ward had been
making his mark in athletics and
representing Kent as a sprinter.
In the year he was commissioned,
Second-Lieutenant Ward won
the Army championships over
100 and 220 yards. Since then he

- Services titles,

has played almost every outdoor
game.

He was soon serving in India,
and in 1937 on promotion to
captain transferred to the King’s
Regiment (Liverpool). He was a
student at the Staff College in
Quetta when  Field-Marshal

THE SPORTING GENERALS

AS Sir Winston Churchill wrong when, in World War Two, he expressed the view that

V V officers with high athletic qualifications were not usually successful in the higher ranks?

Besides Lieutenant-General Sir Dudley Ward, many other outstanding generals were out-
standing sportsmen in their younger days.

Field-Marshal Lord Alexander was Irish amateur mile champion in 1914, The Chief of the
Imperial General Staff, General Sir Gerald Templer, was an Army hurdler in 1924. Lieutenant-
General Sir Frederick Browning, of Airborne fame, was a 120-yards hurdler for England in 1925,
Major-General M. M. A. R. West, Director of the Territorial Army, ran for the Army in the 4 x
440 yards relay in 1928. In the Olympic Games of 1924 the future Lieutenant-General Sir Brian
Horrocks, war-time commander of 30 Corps, represented Britain in the Pentathlon.

Many embryo generals were good rugby players and at least four were internationals. Major-
General D. A. Kendrew, a four-fold DSO, who was recently appointed to command Cyprus Dis-
trict, played for England ten times and Major-General R. G. S. Hobbs, present Commandant of
Sandhurst, four times. The Chaplain-General, Canon V. Pike, was capped 13 times for Ireland.
Lieutenant-General Sir Ronald Scobie, GOC in Greece from 1944-46, played for Scotland in 1914,

A war-time commander of 6 Armoured Division, Lieutenant-General Sir Horatius Murray,
now at Scottish Command, was the Army’s goalkeeper and soccer captain in 1925-26.

General Sir Ouvry Roberts, Quartermaster-General from 1952-55, was a brilliant hockey player,
capped seven times for Wales between 1924-31.

There were few better welter-weight boxers than Lieutenant-General Sir Giffard le Q. Martel
who commanded the Royal Armoured Corps in 1940. As a lieutenant in the Royal Engineers he
won the Army officers’ titles in 1912 and 1914 and, as a major in 1921 and 1922, won the inter-
In World War One he was ready to take on any soldier in his battalion just
for the fun of boxing and to keep fit.

A champion Army swimmer of the 1920s also became a general. He is Major-General E. G.
Brown, now Director of the Motor Transport Organisation, Royal Army Ordnance Corps.

Viscount Montgomery, then a
colonel, was chief instructor,
General Ward began World
War Two as a captain on the
Staff. By 1942 he was a brigadier.
In 1944 he won the Distinguished
Service Order while commanding
17 Infantry Brigade in Italy. In

THE GENERAL WAS
A SPRINT CHAMPION

the spring of 1944 he took com-
mand of 4th Infantry Division
and led it in the last and success-
ful. assault on Cassino. After
fighting to the end of the Italian
campaign he went to Greece, to
help restore order when Com-
munist partisans attempted to
take control. Cassino and Greece
he considers two of the high spots
of his military career.

General Ward’s 4th Division,
with its quadrant flash, has
recently been re-formed in Ger-
many, where it will come under
his command.

After World War Two the
General was a student at the
Imperial Defence College, when
Field-Marshal Sir William Slim
was Commandant, and was later
Director of Military Operations
and Commandant of the Staff
College. In 1951, a lieutenant-
general at 47, he went to Ger-
many to take command of the re- -
formed 1st Corps. In the appoint-
ment he is about to leave, as
Deputy Chief of the Imperial
General Staff (and Fifth Military
Member of the Army Council),
he has been responsible for or-
ganisation, training and weapons .
development and has been in
close touch with the experiments
General Sir Richard Gale has
been making in Rhine Army with
new organisations for divisions.

Unlike General Gale, General
Ward is of no more than medium
height. He is quiet and, off-duty,
shy in manner, with no nickname
to gladden the popular news-
papers. He does not air pet
theories, but when pressed says
he is a great believer in team-
work,

“In the complications of
modern times,” he told SOL-
DIER, “if things are to be done
well they cannot be done wholly
by individual effort. They have
to be done 'by strong and wise
direction of a good team in which
everybody plays his full part. 1
think team-work is best incul-
cated by giving everybody full
responsibility in his own sphere,
by not over-centralising, by see-
ing that everyone has got his
weight on the rope.”

General Ward’s favourite re-
creation is sailing in his three-
and-a-half ton auxiliary sloop, a
hobby which caused some alarm
and despondency in the War
Office at the time of the great
gale last July, when the craft was
reported missing in the Thames
Estuary with General and Lady
Ward aboard.

When General Ward com-
manded Ist Corps, Lady Ward
was chairman of the Soldiers’,
Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families
Association in Germany. She is

" Warden of the Army Guild of

St. Helena.
PAGE 9



THE OLD COMRADES
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They are the elders of the regiment and they help to nourish its
pride. They also lend a hand to the sick and the out-of-luck

ing their heads high and marching with “bags of swank.”
Each of them has a little badge in his lapel—the badge of the

Y()U see them on a regimental day, bemedalled civilians hold-

Old Comrades’ Association. :
You see them at reunions, beer mugs in hands. You see them

“showing the flag” at local
pageants. You see them dis-
embarking at the Hook of Hol-
land on their way to visit the
regiment in Germany. You see
them, standing awkwardly with
bunches of flowers, waiting for
hospital wards to open. You see
them, bare-headed, at the grave-
sides of their comrades.

The regiment is a family and
the old comrades are its elders.
They are jealous of its traditions
and they help to nourish its
spirit. Some of them try to find
likely recruits for it.

Helping the sick and the out-
of-luck is one of their most
important functions. Much self-
Jess work goes on in committee
rocms where members meet
weekly to consider applications
for help. Those who have struck
a bad patch may be given finan-
cial grants; so may widows and
orphans. Jobs are found for
those out of work and for sol-
diers about to leave the regiment.

An excellent glimpse of the
varied human problems which
come the way of an old com-
rades’ local representative was

given in a recent lively article in
The QOak Tree, the magazine of
the Cheshire Regiment. Over a
period of ten days this representa-
tive’s diary included the follow-
ing: finding a job for a man who
wanted work and arguing with
another who preferred “to see his
doctor and go on National
Health;” interviewing a man who
had quarrelled with his wife and
wanted a bed for the night (he
was referred to the police
station); pleading for a supply of
coal for a fireless pensioner; call-
ing on a sick man said to require
assistance in making his will;
sending out cards for a funeral—
and then attending it; persuading
a landlord to carry out repairs in
a sick man’s crumbling house;
and helping the police to check
up on anonymous phone calls.

Of one applicant for assistance,
this representative writes :

“He has a hard-up story to tell.
Assistance Board reduced his
allowance. Can he get anything
from the Regiment? Has he ever
been a member of the Associa-
tion? No, he never thought he

would require anything from
them. I remind him that many
of us have been paying to the
Association since 1913 and are
hoping that we will never have to
seek assistance ...”

An obvious moral there.

In the main, old comrades’
associations are a twentieth-cen-
tury growth, many of them being
formed after the South African
War. There was an early move
in this direction, however, by the
Coldstream Guards, who in 1797
set up a non-commissioned offi-
cers’ fund to provide pensions
and a grant to widows and chil-
dren of soldiers. A sergeant con-
tributed fourpence and a corporal
twopence a week. When sub-
scriptions failed to meet the pen-
sions demands, in 1824, the
scheme had to be abandoned.
Similarly, the Royal Horse
Guards formed a Troopers’ Regi-
smental Fund in 1804. Each man
contributed a shilling a month,
but this scheme, too, had to be
abandoned.

Easily the largest of all old
comrades’ organisations is the
Royal Artillery Association,
which has more than 100,000
members in 600 branches
throughout the world. Since
World War Two more than
£500,000 has been distributed to

members, widows and children.

The Association has its own
employment bureau and a corps
of more than 1000 men in uni-
form who are employed by Lon-
don business houses as care-
takers, doormen and messengers.
They also do duty at London
football matches, ice rinks, race-
courses and military tattoos. All
members of the Association, who
pay only three shillings annual
subscription, are insured against
accidents for amounts up to £500.

One of the largest of the Infan-
try old comrades’ associations,
that of the Green Howards, has
6000 members. Two years ago
30 members went to Rhine Army
to spend a week with the 1st Bat-
talion. Last year the Association
gave £2572 to 256 persons in
need, making a total paid out
since 1945 of £23,534.

The Sherwood Foresters As-
sociation has 20 branches all
over Britain and contributes to
the upkeep of the Lord Kitchener
Holiday Home at Lowestoft,
where each year 12 ex-Foresters
spend 'a week’s holiday. Four
families of ex-Foresters are
housed free in cottages in Derby.
The Loyal Regiment (North Lan-
cashire) has a similar housing
scheme at Preston.

The Cameronians Association
grants a monthly pension of £1 5s
to old-age pensioners who served
in the Regiment, or to their
widows. The Worcestershire
Regiments’ Association, which
embodies all the regiments be-
longing to or raised in that
county, runs an officially recog-
nised employment agency.

Last year the Combined Cav-
alry Benevolent Association,
which controls 16 old comrades’
associations, answered more than

If it’s medals you're looking for, you'll find them at an old comrades’ parade—Ilike this one in Hyde Park, London.
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It's the Grenadier Guards’ tercentenary parade at Windsor Castle—ana
there, in the foreground, are the members of the comrades’ association.
Mote the prevalence of bowler hats. Right: The Duke of Edinburgh
| pauses for a chat with one of the Wiltshire Regiment's old comrades.

800 applications for help, ranging
from the loan of £2000 to buy a
business to £5 to pay off debts.

An unusual old comrades’ as-
sociation is that of S5th Infantry
Division. During the final stages
of the campaign in Italy, in 1944,
the Division set up a welfare
fund, every member donating a
day’s pay, which in a few weeks
swelled to £24,000. This sum is
still being used to help former
members. It has provided
scholarships to public schools,
endowed hospital beds and made
grants to Army charities. One
private soldier was given £100 to
help him set up a fruit stall.
Another received £150 to assist
him in buying a fish and chips
shop and a corporal was given a
similar amount to start a garage.
Former Sappers about to take
craftsmen’s jobs have been given
tools, and ex-batmen entering the
hotel trade provided with suits.
One officer who had only six
months to live was given £500 to
help him buy security for his
family. The committee rarely
ignores an appeal but one it re-
jected came from an individual
who claimed to know where the
Scottish Crown jewels were hid-
den. He offered the Association
a half share in the proceeds if it
would advance £1000 to finance
his search.

Old comrades’ associations
may live on long after the units
on which they were based have
ceased to exist. Thus, many
veterans of the Irish regiments
disbanded in 1922 still meet regu-
larly: So do men who served in
such long-outmoded units as
Cyclists’ Battalions.

The 5th Royal Inniskilling

Dragoon Guards once had two
old comrades’ associations at the
same time. In 1922 when the 5th
Dragoon Guards and the 6th In-
niskilling Dragoon Guards be-
came amalgamated under the
title 5th/6th Dragoons, the two
old comrades’ associations re-
fused to merge. Each jealously
preserved its own identity, held
its separate re-unions and ran its
own benevolent schemes. WNot
until 1929, two years after the
Regiment was re-named the 5th
Royal Inniskilling Dragoon
Guards, did they agree to unite.

A number of old comrades’ as-
sociations have been formed, not
from men of a specific unit, but
from those who survived some
outstanding battle. The once-
flourishing Defenders of Lady-
smith Association, 3Q00-strong
in 1900, can now claim only 200
members, most of them in their
80’s. The Old Contemptibles As-
sociation, formed from those who
fought at Mons in 1914, now

musters only 11,000 members, the
youngest of them in their early
sixties.

This year their march through
London was attended by ex-Ser-
geant-Major John Holmes, aged
75, from California, a veteran
who has crossed the Atlantic
specially to attend 15 of these
annual parades. The oldest mem-
ber on parade was believed to be
91-year-old Mr. Lewis Richard-
son of Portsmouth. He had ac-
companied the British Army into
Egypt in 1882—and lived to see
the year when it marched out.

* See also the review of the
British Legion's newly published
history on page 26.




Above A revolving gun of 1790
—was this where Gatling got

his idea? Right: The 9%000-
rounds-u-minul'e modern ver-
sion seen on an American
proving- ground — with an old
Gatling gun in the background.

THE GATLING GROWS UP

OCTOR Richard J. Gatling started
more than he could guess when he pro-

duced his first machine-gun during the

American Civil War.

Developing the principles he
1862, American engineers have
produced a machine-cannon with
a rate of fire reputed to be more
than 9000 rounds a minute. It has
six barrels, uses 20-millimetre
ammunition and has been de-
signed for mounting in super-
sonic aircraft,

It is a long way from the Gat-
ling gun first-produced for the
Federal troops and later used by
British soldiers in minor cam-
paigns. Dr. Gatling’s gun con-
sisted of several barrels, usually
ten, mounted round a central
axis and rotated by a hand-crank.
As each barrel came to the top
of its circular movement, a car-
tridge was fed in from a trough
by gravity. The barrel moved on
to the right and the breech closed.
At the bottom of the circle, the
round was fired and the empty
case was extracted as the barrel
rose on the left.

The first models achieved 250
rounds a minute, but this rate of
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fire was gradually stepped up
until, after 20 years, there were
Gatlings driven and fired by
electricity which pumped out
3000 rounds a minute,

The Gatling, however, had its
drawbacks. Its many barrels and
their water-cooling system made
it heavy. It was not very accur-
ate, particularly in the hand-
cranked version which wobbled
as the crank was turned.

Once, at Gibraltar, when 18
soldiers with rifles competed
against 18 sailors manning a Gat-
ling, the Gatling fired more
rounds a minute, but the rifles
put more bullets in the target.
The Gatling had one other seri-
ous defect which was celebrated
in Sir Henry Newbolt’s line:

The Gatling's jammed and the

Colonel's dead.

The American Government
was slow to appreciate Gatling's
invention, and it was not until a

in l:meri'cu's Civil War.

A machine-gun invented nearly
100 years ago inspires a new
cannon for supersonic aircraft

courageous salesman of the
newly-formed Gatling Gun firm
demonstrated his “line” in battle

,that it was adopted. Gatlings

were later sold in China, Japan,
Turkey and Egypt, and were
manufactured for the Tsar's
Army under the name Gorloff.
In Britain, it was not until 1870
that the Gatling was tested in
competition with three other
types of machine-gun and came
out on top. A committee recom-
mended the formation of Gatling
batteries consisting of 12 .45-
calibre guns, 106 officers and
men, and 90 horses. Gatlings did
come into usz, but the War Office
was not to be hustled into adopt-
ing machine-guns for the Army
generally. There was much oppo-

sition from the Royal Artillery.

experts at Woolwich, and the lack
of success of the French mitrail-
leuses against the Prussians in
1870 had done nothing to inspire

confidence in thxs new weapon.
The fault lay with the users rather
than the tools; the machine-gun
was not yet seen as an Infantry
rather than an Artillery weapon.

The Gatling, however, saw a
good deal of service in minor
campaigns, including the Ashanti
and Zulu Wars, and was with
Kitchener in the Sudan. On the
results achieved, it was thought
that machine-guns were all very
well for cutting swathes into
hordes of savage, but not of
much avail (and perhaps un-
gentlemanly) to use against
trained European troops.

By the time the British Army
came round to the idea of putting
machine-guns into general ser-
vice, Hiram Maxim had invented
one much lighter than the Gat-
ling and less likely to jam, and so
the Maxim was adopted.

The Gatling, the first really
practicable machine-gun, went
into history, leaving half its name
in American slang. *“Gat” was
still the word for a firearm when
the era of the gangster film
arrived.

The French mitrailleuse as used against the Prussians in 1870.
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SOLDIER to Soldier

R. GILBERT HARDING, who plays party
games on television, writes numerous chatty
articles and lavishes his praise on a well-
known brand of indigestion tablet, is ready

to talk on any subject at the drop of a hat.
One of these subjects is the British Army.
Sometimes he talks sense about it, sometimes not.
What are Mr. Harding's qualifications in the mili-
tary field? “I have never been fit enough to be in the
he once wrote in Hlustrated.
been a policeman and pounded a beat in Bradford,
and I know. something of the tiresome tyranny that
little men can invent to plague those in their power.”
At that time he was discoursing on “bull,” and the
views he expressed were by no means unreasonable.
Just as a woman fortifies her pride by polishing and
scrubbing in the kitchen, so (he said) a soldier fortifies
his pride by being and looking smart.
“there is a world of difference between such labours
of love and the kind of senseless work sometimes

Gilbert
HARDING’S ARMY

Services,”

imposed upon raw
Army recruits
solely to kill time
and satisfy some
sergeant.”

Fair enough.

Less fair were
his remarks, in
1953, on National
Service, when he
bemoaned the fate of young men
being “bellowed at by morons”
in the “tedious, squalid and regi-
mented discharge of an imagin-
ary duty.”

Now Mr. Harding is sounding
off about the Army again, this
time in his “Book of Manners”
(Putnam, 12s 6d). He thinks that
the dividing of the Army into
commissioned and uncommis-
sioned ranks is a bad thing,
because it leaves the uncommis-
sioned with a sense of inferiority,
a “chip on the shoulder.” He does
not advocate the abolition of
ranks of all kinds, but he does
wonder “whether the time has not
come to abolish the Queen’s
Commission as such, or to make
it all-embracing.” Why, he
argues, draw a line above the
rank of sergeant-major, ' thus
making all who are above it mem-
bers of “a superior and exclusive
caste”™? He feels it would be
absurd if, in commercial life, a
man on rising above the “rank”
of deputy assistant under-
manager became ° “magically

anslated into a Brahmin, for-
bidden by caste laws to mix
socially with any of his old col-
leagues”

Proclaims Mr, Harding: “I do

\/z@
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Does Mr. Harding want privates to
salute corporals ?

\\'h
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“But I have

“But,” he wrote,

not  want a People’s Army
shambling about unled, and I see
no reason why a soldier shouldn’t
salute his superiors in rank and
jump smartly when they tell him
to. But_they are all soldiers, are
they not? Not sheep-soldiers and
goat-soldiers.”

It is tempting to take the last
paragraph first. What do private
soldiers think of Mr. Harding’s
idea that they should salute their
corporals—if that is what he
means? How do corporals feel
about saluting sergeants? Is this
really going to be a popular Army
reform? If Mr. Harding does
not mean to introduce saluting
among the lower ranks, at what
level is he going to introduce it?
Surely, wherever he draws the
line, he will risk creating a
favoured “caste”?

Ever since it was raised, the
standing army has been com-
posed of officers, who held the
Sovereign’s commission, and
other ranks. At one time the two
groups were so far apart, socially
and educationally, as to incur the
taunt of “the worst people led by
the best people.”

In other armies a similar rank
structure existed, though the
social gap was not always so
great. The officers in those other
armies may not have held com-
missions from their sovereigns,
but they carried approximately
the same responsibilities, and
enjoyed roughly the same privi-
leges, as the officers of the British
Army. Countries in the grip of
revolution — like France and
Russia—threw away the distinc-
tions between officers and men

and introduced a back-slapping:

camaraderie  which  quickly
proved disastrous. Before long it
was necessary to restore the tra-
ditional rank distinctions.

It may or may not be an ideal
arrangement to have an Army

divided into commissioned and
uncommissioned ranks, but the
important thing about it is that it
works. Another important thing
about it is that today there is
nothing to stop the uncommis-
sioned from joining the ranks of
the commissioned, if they have
the necessary qualities; nor is it
necessary for them to pass
through all the NCO ranks in
order to do so. If commissioned
rank were abolished, a future
general might be expected to
work his way through every rank
in the Army, with the result that
by the time he became a general
officer he might well be too old
and tired to do the job. As it is,
a man with obvious qualifica-
tions for leadership at the middle
or higher levels skips a few rungs
on the ladder. This is not fav-
ouritism or privilege; it is com-
mon-sense.

Mr. Harding wonders whether
the Qucen‘s commission should
be “all-embracing.” In principle
there is no objection to giving the
humblest soldier a parchment
from his Queen, styling him
“trusty and well-beloved,” but
what would - happen? :There
would still be privates, corporals,
sergeants, sergeant-majors, lieu-
tenants, captains, all performing
the same functions as before.

“Ah,” Mr. Harding will say,
“but the sergeants and corporals
will no longer have chips on their
shoulders.” Now Mr. Harding
must have visited sergeants’
messes in his time. Did he find
them hotbeds of jealousy and
frustration? Did he find the regi-
mental sergeant-major envious of
the second-lieutenants? Of course
he didn’t, and he won’t.

Mr. Harding must know, too,
that “rank” distinctions in the
business world are just as marked
as in the Army, sometimes much
more so. A man’s progress in a

Mr. Gilbert Harding: he won-
ders ““whether the time has
not come to abolish the
Queen’s Commission as such,
or to make it all-embracing.”’

firm is marked by such curious
privileges as being given a special
type of armchair and carpet, a
key to a private lavatory, and

- the entrée to a dining-room with

table-cloths, flowers and wait-
resses. It may not be possible to
draw a sharp dividing line be-
tween what Mr. Harding calls
the “sheep™ and the “goats™ but
everybody knows that the two
classes do not self-consciously
seek out each other’s company.

And whereas a working man
may never see his manager or
his directors for weeks on end, it
is an odd day on which a private
soldier does not have some kind
of contact, formal or otherwise,
with an officer.

STUDY of the Grivas
diaries and correspon-
dence(discovered thanks
to the alertness of men
of the Blues) shows that the ter-
rorists in Cyprus have had their
disciplinary troubles.

A letter addressed to Grivas
from one “Thalis” describes
jealousy between two adherents.
Then the writer continues:

“This, I must report to you,
happens also with others. It
seems to me that only with under-
standing each other and colla-
borating can we go forward. Offi-
cers, title-holders, rank-holders
and subordinates don’t fit here.
When a few think that they are
made to order about others and
others are there to worship them
we won't get anywhere. I'm writ-
ing this because some people’s
brains have got too much air.
They seem to have forgotten that
we are a secret conspiratorial
organisation and not the regular
Army where the simple soldier
has to shine the sergeant’s boots
and anything he might be ordered
to do.”

Thalis concludes: “If you think
I am wrong please tell me . . .”
It seems probable that he has
been informed by now that even
in a terrorist organisation there
has to be somebody to give the
orders and somebody to carry
them out.

In this captured correspon-
dence evil jostles uncomfortably
with farce. Grivas proclaims his
need for “men who do not fear
death and who do not love life,”
but the quality of his recruits and
their reluctance to liquidate
traitors disappoint him. While
negotiating to buy mines and
barrels of amatol he grows indig-
nant because one of his hench-
men has “forgotten” to pay a
grocery bill. A successful pur-
chase of explosives inspires him
to say: “Thank God at last.
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SOLDIER
to SOIdier continued

Something important will be
achieved with God’s help . . .”

One of Grivas's followers com-
plains that the searches by
British troops are becoming
“fantastic” in their thorough-
ness. Another asks, “Do you
agree with the kidnapping of
British padres?” Another, pos-
sibly in a thirsty moment, says,
“I consider that we should stop
the boycott against Coca Cola.”

For the Security forces there
would appear to be a lesson to be
learned from this entry in
Grivas’s diary, at a time when he
is on the run:

“1 decided to shoot across the
road Perevasa-Panayia, which
we succeeded in doing. Although
I noticed traces of fresh foot-
marks on the way and new empty
English cigarette packets and
realised that soldiers had passed
that way, 1 decided to continue
the march because there was no
other way out.”

HEN a reviewer
praises a war book as
being “honest” and

“unflinching” you can
be fairly sure that it has been
written by somebody with a lively
eye for the seamy, somebody
who in all probability was a mis-
fit in uniform and suffered from
an unconquerable distaste for
discipline.

This kind of book is largely
a product of our own century.
The first war to produce any
large crop of personal stories was
the Peninsular War. Anyone
who has gone through those
diaries and reminiscences will
agree that the general outlook of
the writers, in spite of the most
harrowing experiences, was san-
guine, cheerful and—in the main
—respectful to militaryauthority,
though not always to the politi-
cians, If the other type of book
was written it did not find a pub-
lisher.

These reflections are prompted
by a visit to the excellent exhibi-

Here’s a SOLDIER from a different
stable: it is a new magazine pub-

lished in Kansas. On its cover
is a Nike ground-to-air missile.
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Note the contrast in beret styles: On left is General Gilles, commanding

recently-arrived French parachute troops in Cyprus, with Brigadier
M. A. H. Butler, commanding 16th Independent Parachute Brigade.

tion, “The British Soldier,” or-
ganised by the National Book
League in their Albemarle Street
premises, once the town mansion
of that distinguished soldier, the
Marquis of Granby. The League,
faced with making a representa-
tive selection of military writings
and prints, did not waste any
space on the muck-and-misery
school, yet no one could say that
the effect of the exhibition was to
glorify war. The trouble with an
exhibition of this type is that the
more valuable literary wares
must be displayed in glass cases,
leaving only two arbitrarily
chosen pages to be scanned.

It has been quite a season for
military exhibitions. In London
the two outstanding ones were
the Victoria Cross Exhibition in
Marlborough House and the ex-
ceptionally fine display by the
Grenadier Guards, who were
fortunate in having St. James's
Palace in which to stage their
trophies.

HE revelation by a mem-
ber of the Medical Re-
search Council that Army
recruits during their train-
ing period spend 14 hours out of
24 in a lying or sitting position
may shock a sergeant-major here

and there, but a simple feat of

subtraction shows that these re-
cruits are on their feet ten hours
in the day. Which is not bad
going.

The fallacy in this sort of
announcement seems to lie in the
implication that only those on
their feet are doing useful or
soldierly duties. Is a spell in the
lecture-room or behind the wheel
of a truck to be written off as
rest? Would clerks be better sol-
diers if they stood up to type?
They would certainly be worse
typists.

Incidentally, it is probably
much more fatiguing to sit
motionless on a horse outside the
Horse Guards than to stroll
round the West End. Lying down
can be pretty strenuous, too, if it

means lying on the ground
tinkering with the sump of a
vehicle.

TAGE farces like “Reluct-
ant Heroes” and “Worm’s
Eye View” have always
stopped short of depicting
that traditional butt, the sanitary
orderly, going about his duties.
No such reticence is shown by
the producers of “No Time For
Sergeants,” a farce about life in
the United States Air Force, now
at Her Majesiy’s Theatre, Lon-
don. On arrival at his first camp,
Private Will Stockdale, a dimwit
from the Georgia backwoods, is
seized upon by an unscrupulous
sergeant and appointed “perman-
ent sanitary orderly,” a post
which he is assured is a great
honour. He takes a simple pride
and delight in his latrine labours
and, for the benefit of an inspect-
ing colonel, arranges an ingeni-
ous line of “bull” which produces
the loudest laugh in the play, and

possibly the loudest laugh in

London.

It seems probable that mem-
bers of the audience unversed in
these matters will be shocked at
the sociable nature of the seating
arrangements in Private Stock-
dale’s comfort station. There
ought, perhaps, to be a note in
the programme saying that any
resemblance between this estab-
lishment and its counterpart in
the British Army is purely
coincidental.

HE Select Committee on
Estimates which recently
criticised the Services’
food supply organisation
seems to have been critical, too,
of Service jargon. These ex-
changes speak for themselves:
Just in passing, is it within
your competence to ask someone
not to use the word “loances”?
Is it one which commends itself
l&o }you?wNot particularly (page
1.
Is there such a word as
servery?—There is (page 95).

L . A
They Found The Diaries
Pictured above are the four
troopers of the Royal Horse Guards
who coptured the diaries of the
notorious General George Grivas,
the Eoka terrorist commander in
Cyprus. They are (top to bottom):
Trooper John Freestone, Trooper
Thomas Ansell, Trooper Arthur
Hobbs and Trooper Maurice Bowler.
The diaries have been published

in an official Government booklet
entitled “‘Terrorism in Cyprus.”
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THESE ARE -
THEARMY'’S 3
MEN FOR
MELBOURNE

Once the pentathlon was
almost exclusively an
officers’ sport, but at this
year’s Olympic Games
Britain will be represented
by the first all-NCO team

Photographs: SOLDIER Cameraman
FRANK TOMPSETT,

FF to Melbourne this month fly the
British Army’s entrants for the Olympic
Games. Only one of them is an officer.

Unusual interest is focused on the

team entered for the modern pentathlon, the five-

in-one contest which calls for high proficiency in

those arts once judged to be indispensable to the

complete soldier: riding, shooting, running, fenc-
ing and swimming.

Until 1947, pentathlon in Britain was almost
a monopoly of Army officers and officer-cadets.
In that year, however, a National Serviceman,
Lance-Corporal Andrew Martin of the Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards, won the British
championship. The following year he was in
Britain’s Olympic team (and came 20th). The
1948 Olympics, too, saw the first Royal Navy
representative in a British team, Lieutenant
G. A. G. Brooke, DSC.

« The broadening of the pentathlon field con-
tinued, and in 1952 the Army had only one repre-
sentative, Lieutenant J. Percy, in the Olympic
team. The others were Flight-Lieutenant L. S.
Lumsdaine, Royal Air Force, and Lieutenant
J. A. Hewitt, Royal Marines.

This year the Army has two out of three places,
but for the first time no officers will represent
Britain. The team will be:

Company Sergeant-Major Instructor G. R.
Norman, Army Physical Training Corps. He is
29, was reserve for the team which went to the
1952 Olympic Games in Helsinki, represented
Britain in Budapest in 1954 and is this year’s
Army champion. He is a consistent all-rounder.

Sergeant D. Cobley, Royal Air Force. He is 27
and represented Britain in Budapest in 1954 and
in Switzerland in 1955. He was last year's British
champion and is this year’s Royal Air Force
champion. A strong runner, he gives promise of
being in the first three in the running event at
Melbourne.

Corporal of Horse T. Hudson, Royal Horse
Guards. The “baby” of the team at 20, he is con-
sidered capable of equalling the world’s best
pentathlon time at swimming and of being within
a second or two of Sergeant Cobley at running.

Standing by to fly to Melbourne if sickness or
accident should befall one of the team, is the
reserve, Staff-Sergeant Instructor
M. J. Howard, Army Physical OVER..

i
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Led by their coach, Captain G. Boon, the pentathletes.ride through a Surrey wood.
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Over a jump goes CSMI G. R. Norman, the Army’s pentathlon champion.

=

MEN F“R MELBBURNE continued

220 yards in 26 seconds—Go!” Speed stamina training for pentathletes.
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Training Corps. He is 27, an all-
rounder who has four times fin-
ished in the first ten of the British
championship and has won the
combined Services fencing at the
Royal Tournament.

Accompanying the team as
manager will be Lieutenant-
Colonel O. G. W. White, DSO,
Commandant of the Army
School of Physical Training.
Colonel White, a notable hurdler
of the 1930s (one Army hurdling
record he set up in 1933 is still
unbeaten), organised the pen-
tathlon for the 1948 Olympics.

The pentathlon team is prepar-
ing for Melbourne at the Army
School of Physical Training at
Aldershot. Assisting is Captain
J. A. Hewitt, Royal Marines,
who represented Britain in the
1952 Olympic pentathlon at Hel-
sinki, and whose own chance of
making the Melbourne team
vanished when he broke a leg
steeple-chasing.

The team begins the day's
training with an hour’s shooting
under the direction of Major
V. H. Viney, Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, a
former Army pistol champion.
At Melbourne, the team will fire
20 shots at 25 metres. The target
is man-size but the high scoring
area is small. The shots are fired
in four groups of five, the wait
between groups being the worst
part. Competitors choose their
own weapons and the British
team will take .22 match pistols.
“Some very useful scores” have
been returned in practice at

-
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Aldershot, according to the last
report.

From pistols, the team changes
to epée for the next session. Here
the coach is Company Sergeant-
Major Instructor H .W. Andrews,
fencing master at the Army
School of Physical Training and
a former Army and inter-Services
fencing champion.

In the pentathlon epée event
each competitor meets every
other competitor (if the increase
in competitors is consistent, this
will mean between 50 and 60
bouts each this year). The point
goes to the man who makes the
first hit. Quite early in their train-
ing, the - Olympic pentathletes
went to London to meet a team
which included four internation-
als. The match was not under
pentathlon conditions, but the
pentathletes delighted their sup-
porters by taking the first hit in
most bouts,

After an hour’s fencing, the
team goes over to the Mons Offi-
cer Cadet School track for an
hour-and-a-half or two hours of
running.

“He puts us through it,” said
the team of their coach, Quarter-
master-Sergeant Instructor S. J.
Coleman, senior Amateur Ath-
letic Association coach, who has
been placed himself in British
decathlon (ten event) champion-
ships. QMSI Coleman bore out
their words by making them run
220 yards in 26 seconds several
times—for “speed stamina.”

“He's showing results,” says
Colonel White. The Olympic




pentathlon distance is 4000
metres (about two-and-a-half
miles) across country, and Ser-
geant Cobley has been returning
times which have never been
beaten in pentathlon, with the
others not far behind him.

Nobody knows whether the
Melbourne course will be flat or
hilly, a factor which can make
quite a lot of difference. Avail-
able “intelligence” is that a course
near Melbourne is almost certain
to be flat, but the team may go to
the Salisbury Plain area for some
training over a hilly course. The
change, at least, will do them
good.

After lunch, the pentathlon
team drives off across the Hog’s

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33

Pentathlon men. Left to
right: Corporal of Horse
T. Hudson, CSMI G. R.
Morman, Sergeant D.
Cobley, RAF, SSI M. J.
Howard (reserve) and
Lieut-Col. 0. G. W.
White (team manager).

‘“Ignore that chap
on the floor. He's
just a television
cameraman’
CMSI Norman and
S$SI Howard, both
left-honders, prac-
tise fencing under
difficulties at
Aldershot.

Left: Corporal of Horse T. Hudson ond CSMI G. R. Norman at pistol practice.
Below: Examining their score with S51 M. J. Howard.




For centuries the secret gangs of Thugs had
waylaid travellers in India and strangled
them in the name of their goddess. It was
left to a British officer, Captain William
Sleeman, to wipe them out. One of the
multi-murderers alone boasted 931 wictims

INCE 1945, the British Army has had the task of rooting out
terror gangs of many kinds, but none so secret and dedicated
as the Thugs against whom a handful of British officers pitted
themselves in India just over a century ago.

The officers were young men in the service of the Honourable East

India Company, most of whom
had left their regiments to take
administrative posts in the
Government of the country. The
Thugs were religious killers
whose origin was lost in history,
men who counted their murders
in hundreds. .

Once (legend said) Kali, god-
dess of destruction, killed a mon-
strous demon with her sword.
From every drop of his blood, as
it touched the ground, sprang a
new demon, and the work of kill-
ing these was so hard that Kali
had to pause to wipe the sweat
from herself. From the drops on
her arms she created the first two
Thugs, gave them her handker-
chief and ordered them to finish
off the demons. When they had
done so, she told them to keep
the handkerchief and use it to
destroy those who were not-of
their kind.

Thugs at work: The hand-
kerchief is being tight-
ened round the traveller's
neck. (From a group in the
Victoria and Albert Museum.)

So the handkerchief was the
instrument used, with great skill,
by the Thugs for their murders.
In one corner was knotted a silver
coin, consecrated to Kali, and
this was gripped in the left hand.
The other end went round the
victim’s neck and then a quick
twist completed the Kkill.

The Thugs would gather in the
autumn, when the rains were
over, and set out for a season’s
killing. Each gang was carefully
organised. It had a leader or
jemadar who qualified, in part,
by having the means of keeping
a gang for a month or so (a very
highly-qualified. leader was
known as a subedar). The re-
mainder of the gang consisted of
stranglers, enticers, grave-diggers
and assistants of various kinds.

The gangs worked the main
roads, where travellers were pass-

THE

ing on journeys which might take
months. Their favourite victims
were merchants and money-
carriers employed by bankers.
Travellers to be avoided were
women, carriers of holy Ganges
water, poets and members of low
castes such as washermen, musi-
cians, dancers, artisans, oilmen,
sweepers and fakirs.

The enticers, posing as inno-
cent travellers themselves, would
join a band of wayfarers on a
pretext of mutual protection
against bandits. At nights, eating
curry round the camp fire, there
would be merry parties. When the
company reached a bhil, or kill-
ing ground, usually chosen in a
grove distant from a village, the
party would be even merrier until
the leader received the signal that
the graves had been prepared.
Then he, too, would give his
signal, usually a command like,
“Bring the tobacco.”

In a few minutes the murders
would be done. The men who
had dug the graves (with pick-
axes dedicated to Kali and vener-
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ated by ‘the gang) would slit the
bodies, to prevent them swelling,
and then bury them. Soon, all
traces of the crime would have
vanished and the Thugs were
ready to go on their way with the
booty. Later, they would make
a sacrifice to Kali, a ceremony in
which sugar was offered. In an
eight-months season, one gang
might kill a thousand travellers.

There were variations in the
form of Thuggee. One minor
type was carried on by water
Thugs, who enticed travellers on
to their boats for a river journey,
murdered them and disposed of
the bodies through windows
made for the purpose in the sides
of the craft. There was a window
on each side, and the one away
from the nearest bank was used.

The Thugs had numerous
superstitions. A sneeze was a
bad sign, and many a traveller
unknowingly saved his life by
catching a cold. A Thug’s turban
falling off, an encounter with a
maimed man or a woman with an
empty pitcher, or an ass braying
in front of a party were among
the many bad omens. Meeting
a woman (preferably pregnant)
with a full pitcher was a good
sign. An ass braying on the left
of the party was good, but it was
a really fine omen if it was fol-
lowed by an ass braying on the
right. A hare heard on the left
was also good.

Though Kali was a Hindu god-
dess, Moslems as well as Hindus
were among her Thug devotees.
The secrets of Thuggee were
handed down from father to son,
and the men were frequently en-
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couraged by their womenfolk.
Two Englishwomen who met
some captured Thugs in Luck-
now Gaol were moved to pity
because the prisoners were con-
vinced that their way of life was
right and regretted only that they
could not hand down the tradi-
tion to their children.

So well were the secrets of
Thuggee kept that the British had
been in India more than two cen-
turies, and governing the country
for half a century, before the
practice attracted official notice.
Suspicion was aroused because
soldiers of some of the native
regiments did not return from
leave. Those soldiers had found
their graves in a bhil.

At the beginning of last cen-
tury, one or two gangs were
rounded up. Then Captain Wil-
liam Sleeman captured a band
which included a lerding Thug
named Feringia. He talked.

At first Sleeman disbelieved his
tales, until the Thug took him to a
bhil where troops dug up the
bodies and confirmed the man's
story. Largely as a result of the
report which Sleeman sent to his
superiors, a Department of Thug-
gee with wide powers was set up
and Sleeman took charge.

Kali, wife of Siva the Destroyer, goddess of the Thugs. After her was

named Kali-ghat, or Calcutta.

It was a difficult and perilous
task which he and his officers
faced. Not only did the Thugs
conceal their crimes, but they
were protected by some of the
native rulers and large land-
owners, who took a discreet rake-
off. Victims were often murdered
hundreds of miles from their
homes, in a country with poor
communications; thus it was
months before they were known
to be missing. Bankers whose
money was lost and relatives of
the victims were reluctant to
help: the men and money had
been written off, so why worry?
Only promises that they would
not be called on to give evidence
in a court would persuade them
to speak.

The Thugs themselves dis-
persed widely at the end of an
expedition, going back to till their
land or to trade. Some, even,
were soldiers of the native regi-
ments, who would take leave to
go on a Thuggee expedition and
then return to their units. Most
of them were very good soldiers,
too.

But Captain Sleeman and his
officers were persistent. A piece
of loot, identified by a friend or
relative of a victim, might lead to

(Picture: Victoria and Albert Museum).

the capture of a Thug. Then, a
promise of total or partial pardon
was given in return for informa-

tion. Those Thugs who talked
were known as “approvers.”

A gaol for Thugs was set up at
Jubbulpore and here, by pain-
staking interrogation, the stories
of the gangs were built up from
information supplied by approv-
ers. If items of information were
sometimes contradictory, it was
not necessarily the approvers’
fault. So vast was the scope of
their crimes that they had to be
forgiven if their memories were
vague. Some confessed to several
hundred killings each, by their
own hands, over 10 or 15 years.
One admitted (or boasted) 931
murders in 40 years; a second had
719 killings to his account and
regretted that he was caught
before he had reached his thou-
sandth; a third had 508 over 20
years. The murders committed
by the gangs of which they spoke
numbered thousands.

Gradually, information about
the gangs was amassed and evi-
dence built up. Thugs were ar-
rested individually and in bands,
detachments of soldiers being de-
tailed to help in the round-ups.

When the presence of a band
was reported, quick action was
necessary. One young officer,
with only six men, discovered
large gang. He could not accuse

As a junior officer he wiped out a
centuries-old conspiracy of murder:
Major-Gen. Sir William Sleeman.

them of being Thugs, or they
would fight—and they greatly
outnumbered his party. If he
left them, they would probably
disappear. So he ordered them
to the nearest headquarters on a
trumped-up charge which they
knew they could easily disprove.
They did as they were told, and
not until they were safely sur-
rounded was the real reason for
their arrest revealed.

Between 1831 and 1837 more
than 3000 Thugs were convicted.
Some 500 turned approver and
saved their lives; more than 400
were executed and more than
1000 were transported for life. In
gaol, approvers took to weaving
wool and cotton and to making
tents and carpets. Reformatories
were set up and obtained good
results with both adults and chil-
dren.

By 1860, Thuggee had been
wiped out. Captain Sleeman
ended his career as Major-
General Sir William Sleeman.
Another of his young officers be-
came Major-General Sir Mark
Cubbon. He had gone to India
in 1800 and did not leave the
country until 1861, when he died
at Suez.

RICHARD ELLEY
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“Confidence, Willoughby,
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T HIS is the age of the cartoon-
ist. Scores upon scores of
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people with a gift for drawing—
soldiers among them—are find-
ing a market for their humorous
ideas.

SOLDIER welcomes illustrated
jokes about the Army and pays
for all those published.

The only stipulations are
these: ideas must be original
and drawings must be executed
in black ink on white paper.
Shading should be kept to a
minimum,
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“And this, gentlemen, is our new guided missile for intercepting guided missiles.”
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«.. Inthe CameronHighld

. "of Malaya is a duty station
with a difference: soldiers
are sent there to cool off!

Photographs : FRANK TOMPSETT

MONG the more oddly named Army establishments is the
Change-of-Air Station, Malaya.

It is situated in the Cameron Highlands, 5000 feet
above sea-level, where the air is crisp and cool after the moist
heat of the plains and prickly heat and other tropical skin troubles

disappear magically. There are
English flowers—and the roses
bloom four times a year.

Once it was a leave centre.
Now a change of air is a duty
posting. Only a few of the troops
in Malaya go there, however.
Men who have been operating in
the jungle prefer a spell by the
sea, with bathing, and the ameni-
ties of a town.

Soldiers and families setting
off for a change of air gather at
the little town of Tapah, among

e L

the tin-mines, to join the daily
convoy to the Highlands.

With a scout car in the lead, an
armoured car in the middle and a
Saracen bringing up the rear,
troops carrying rifles and auto-
matics in every vehicle, this con-
voy fairly bristles. The Cameron
Highlands road is “black” and
there have been many ambushes
since Malaya’s emergency began.
But the terrorists do not attack
anything so obviously able to hit

In their hotel garden the troops take it easy. Work stops at 11 a.m.
Below: But children never rest; they work off energy on an all-weather slide.

back hard as this convoy.

For 40 miles the road rises, one
hairpin bend after another. It is
nearly all low-gear work and
those in vehicles at the rear begin
to wonder if the air to which they
are changing is composed only of
petrol fumes.

Aborigines, some with six-feet
blow-pipes on their shoulders,
stop to wave at the convoy.
Along the verges, miles from any
village, road workers are clearing
the lalang grass. Among them
are Indian women in gay saris,
swinging long-handled, short-
bladed Malay scythes energetic-
ally round their heads.

Before you go to the Cameron

Malaya’s big thrill: Sitting round a log fire. Below: Part of the armoured
car escort which operates on the “‘black’ road to the Highlands.

Highlands, the only information
available from old hands is:
“Lovely place. Cool enough to sit
round log fires and have blankets
on the bed.” After long sweaty
months in the plains these are suf-
ficient attractions.

“This is not the place for a gay
holiday,” says Major A. R.
Carter, who is officer command-
ing troops in the Cameron High-
lands. “It’s a place to sit down
and relax.”

As this is a duty station and
not a leave centre, there is work
to be done, mostly maintenance,
but nearly all the duties are over
before 11 o'clock in the morning.
Only one officer and a sergeant
are required for duty each day.
Their duties are not so arduous
as to interfere seriously with golf
on a course which can have few
rivals for surrounding scenery.
All ranks can wuse the golf
course, and privates may borrow
clubs.

There are the usual games, plus
Scottish and ball-room dancing
and a farewell party on the last
night. There are walks along
jungle tracks which have been
made as easy to negotiate as
English woodland paths. Notice
boards indicate the limit of the
“white” area. The distant sound
of gunfire by night reminds
visitors that there are terrorists in
the Camerons.

Not only soldiers and their
families benefit from the change
of air. Ten war-dogs, with their
handlers, were sent to the station
for a spell, and the Royal
Welch Fusiliers’ goat, which had
been seedy, arrived for convales-
ence. The goat gained nine
pounds in weight.
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His job is moking wounded soldiers: Sergeant R. Sincloir with some of
his “props” which include custard powder, golden syrup and egg-shells.

The Toilers in the

‘““Morgue

N a corner of a foreign field lay the
hideously disfigured body of a sol- |
The sight was such that a
sergeant, glancing at it, wobbled at
the knees and then slumped down in a 28
Whereupon the corpse sat up, it
laughed, and said, “That fooled him.”
Those injuries had been skilfully §
faked by members of 29 Field Ambu-
lance, Royal Army Medical Corps.
Their object is to teach officers and
senior NCOs of 4th Infantry Division
in Rhine Army how to give first-aid to

dier.

faint.

casualtiss in a nuclear war.

The student who fainted was
paying the highest compliment to
Sergeant Denis Griffiths and Ser-
geant Robert Sinclair, of 29 Field
Ambulance, whose job is to pro-
duce “dead” and *“wounded,”
using custard powder, golden
syrup and similar props.

They carry out their work in a
small office appropriately nick-
named “The. Morgue,” trans-
forming healthy soldiers into
battle casualties covered with
blood, blisters and burns.
Smashed arms and legs are simu-
lated by moulding Plasticine at
the joints and inserting pieces of
broken bone obtained from the
cookhouse. Pieces of egg-shell
affixed to the head represent a

9 |

Sergeant D. Griffiths puts the finishing touches to o mutilated hand.

skull was
broken
and . Plasticine.

simulated  with

eggshells

fractured skull.

Blood is made from a mixture
of custard powder, water, golden
syrup and a red dye, vaseline be-
ing added for congealed blood.
Burns are painted on with make-
up grease and blisters come out
of a bottle of collodion, a colour-
less sealing compound used by
photographers.

Each first-aid course lasts a
week and is designed to show how
lives may be saved in a nuclear
war if prompt action is taken by
the wounded man himself or his
comrades. Students take an oral
and practical test at the end of
the course, which sets the stan-
dard of a St. John Ambulance
first-aid certificate.

Freddie Trueman and Peter Haigh explain to Katie Boyle:

How ‘Philishave’ Rotary Action
gives a closer shave —in comfort

* My goodness, Peter, that’s certainly some shave. However
d'you manage it?”

“ I don’t — the *Philishave’ does.”

** Well, there must be something pretty special about it, that’s
all I can say.”

*“There is — Rotary Action. None of that clipping and
pulling, you see, because the blades rotate.”

** So it's much easier on the skin?

“I’ll say it is! Closer, too, because first the shaving head
gently stretches the skin — so the blades can get right down
to the job. Correct, Freddie?”’

**Absolutely on the ball!

£7-14-

(tax paid) complete with case. For A.C. & D.C. mains,
110-130 and 200-250v. :

FREE MONOGRAMS
Philips offer — free— an attractive gilt initial for attaching to the
case of every ‘Philishave’ now purchased. Ask your dealer about it!

ASK YOUR DEALER FOR A DEMONSTRATION OF

PHILIPS
PHILISIHIAWE

—THE DRY SHAYER WITH THE BIGGEST WORLD SALE

Philips Electrical Ltd . Century House . Shaftesbury Avenue - London WG2

RADIO & TELEVISION RECEIVERS . RADIOGRAMS & RECORD PLAYERS
LAMPS & LIGHTING FQUIPMENT, ETC.
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“Come on—Who’s for the Guns?”

N a fierce encounter at Nery
in France in 1914, “L” Bat-
tery, Royal Horse Artillery
won three Victoria Crosses

before breakfast.

When this year the Battery,
now part of 2nd Regiment, Royal
Horse Artillery, celebrated Nery
Day in Germany, all three Vic-
toria Crosses were on View to-
gether for the first time, Two of
them were presented to the Bat-
tery and the third was worn by
the only living recipient.

On the night of 31 August,
1914, during the retreat from
Mons, the Battery bivouacked in
an orchard at Nery, near the
Qise. At dawn heavy mists de-
layed its departure. As the guns
were being limbered up a patrol
of the 11th Hussars rode up with
the news that German cavalry
were closing in. Almost at once
high explosive shells burst over
the village and there was a rain
of machine-gun and rifle fire
from 600 yards away.

The Battery presented a mass
target and most of the horses—
some 150 in number—were shot
down where they stood. While
hurrying up from Brigade Head-
quarters the Battery Commander
was knocked over and tempor-
arily disabled.

At this stage the Battery Cap-
tain, Captain E. K. Bradbury,
shouted: “Come on—who’s for
the guns?” Three of the 13-
pounders were unlimbered and
manhandled into action, under
devastating fire, each round of
ammunition being carried over
20 yards of bullet-swept open
space. One gun was quickly
silenced when a shell struck the

Victoria Cross winners attended many regimental parades this year. Below Mr. H.
Whitfield VC (left) and Mr. G. H. Eardley YC, MM, formerly of the King's
Shropshire Light Infantry, arrive to take a regimental salute at Shrewsbury.

Nery is a proud name in Royal Artillery annals . . . and

this year was a proud occasion in the annals of Nery Day

Lieutenant-Colonel G. T. Dorrell, who was Battery Sergeant-Major when he won his Victoria Cross at Nery,
inspects the Battery at this year's Nery Day celebrations. He joined the Army at 15, “but they put me down as 19.”

wheel and soon afterwards there
was a burst alongside the second
gun, killing or wounding its
detachment.

The third—and only remain-
ing—gun now began a lone and
desperate fight against 12 Ger-
man guns on the distant ridge. It

was served by Captain Bradbury,
Lieutenant J. D. Campbell (who
was killed at an early stage),
Lieutenant L. F. H. Mundy, Ser-
geant David Nelson, Corporal
Payne, Gunner Darbyshire and
Driver Osborne. After Lieutenant
Mundy had been several times
wounded his place
was taken by Battery
Sergeant-Major Dor-
rell; then Captain
Bradbury fell, his
legs blown off. Be-
tween them Sergeant-
Major Dorrell and
Sergeant Nelson,
who was wounded,
continued to serve
the charmed 13-
pounder.

By this time, un-
expectedly, 4th Cav-
alry Brigade had ar-

rived on the scene,
and supporting it
was “I” Battery,

Royal Horse Artil-
lery. Attacked from
the flank, the Ger-
mans lost all but four
of their guns. By a
quarter to nine in the
morning the battle
was over.

Victoria Crosses
were awarded to
Captain  Bradbury
(posthumously), to
Battery Sergeant-
Major Dorrell and
Sergeant Nelson.

Photograph: Sapper A, Brown

Battery Sergeant-Major ‘Dor-
rell, who was commissioned in
the field, brought the remnants of
Nery Battery home, later return-
ing to France as a battery com-
mander in 38th Welsh Division.
Sergeant Nelson was also com-
missioned in the field. When the
casualty station to which he was
taken was over-run by the
Germans he escaped across
France. He held the rank of
major when he was killed in
action in 1917,

Lieutenant - Colonel Dorrell
took place of honour at the Nery
Day celebrations at Hildesheim.
He was one of 14 o0ld comrades of
World War One who journeyed
from Britain to attend. Three of
them were wounded and cap-
tured at Nery.

Alongside Lieutenant-Colonel
Dorrell at the Battery’s march
past stood Mrs. D. Nelson,
widow of Sergeant Nelson. She
presented her late husband’s
Victoria Cross to the Acting
Battery Commander, Major 1. E.
Courtney. Lieutenant - Colonel
Dorrell handed over to the
Battery the Victoria Cross won
by Captain Bradbury, He did
so on behalf of Major A. I.
Creudson MC, nephew of Cap-
tain Bradbury, who was unable
to attend.

Because of the sudden death,
two days before the parade, of
the Battery Commander, Major
C. T. Vesey MC, the usual Nery
celebrations were curtailed.
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The Walking-Stick Brigade Was Ready

N an October day in 1938, 1200 men of
the British Legion, wearing civilian
suits, peaked caps and carrying walk-
ing sticks, marched through London,

headed by the bamLof the Welsh Guards.
“Where are they going?” asked the onlookers.

The more knowledgeable an-
swered: “To Czechoslovakia, to
keep the peace.”

The British Legion Volunteer
Police Force, as it was styled, em-
barked at Tilbury in two troop-
ships, which sailed as far as
Southend, then dropped anchor.

That was the end of the jour-
ney. The members of the force
were thanked for their public
spirit—and disbanded.

This curious, almost-forgotten
episode is recalled by Graham
Wootton in “The Official History
of the British Legion” (Mac-
donald and Evans, 255s).

It came about this way. After
Hitler demanded the transfer of
the Sudetenland to Germany, Mr.
Neville Chamberlain suggested
the use of an international body
to supervise the transfer of the
disputed territory and to prevent
collisions. It is not clear how the
British Legion came.to be recom-
mended for this roéle, but the
Legion President, the late Major-
General Sir Frederick Maurice,
played a leading part in the nego-
tiations, and personally laid pro-
posals before Hitler. Then came
the Munich agreement, which al-
tered the whole political situation.

Instead, there was to be a
plebiscite and the question was:
should Britain send ex-Service-
men or Regular troops, or both,
to the plebiscite areas? Soon
the plebiscite idea was aban-
doned—and with it the “expedi-
tion" of the British Legion.

Says Mr. Wootton:

“The public-spiritedness of the
rank-and-file Legionary in res-
ponding to the appeal to form a
Volunteer Police Force deserved
the greatest praise. No fewer
than 17,000 of them offered their
services at a time when they had
no real conception of the terms
of service or of the conditions
under which they would be re-
leased from work. All they knew
was that they were needed to play
a part in an international crisis.”

During the nineteen-thirties
the British Legion had made
many contacts with German ex-
Servicemen. In 1935, “such was
the Legion’s standing in Ger-
many that on 21st July a few of
the delegation were accorded the
presumably rare privilege of be-
ing shown round a concentration
camp. The one chosen was
Dachau.  They recognised it for
what it was, but accepted the
statement ‘that the country is still
in a state of revolution and that
the subversive forces are by no
means quiescent.” The delegates
were told they could ask for any
cell to be opened; what they were
not told—according to a footnote
by Mr. Wootton—was that most
of the solitarily confined
prisoners at Dachau were SS men
in disguise.

It would be wrong to suppose
from this that British Legion visi-
tors to Germany were on all
occasions insincerely treated. Be-

It is estimated that nearly a quarter of London’s taxi-drivers are products
of the British Legion’s training school. Here an instructor watches o
trainee reversing.
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In 1938 a volunteer police force
of the British Legion embarked
at Tilbury on the first stage of a
journey to Czechoslovakia. . . but
the journey ended at Southend

tween ex-Servicemen of the two
countries many genuine bonds of
friendship were formed.

Mr. Wootton's history contains
much of domestic rather than of
general interest, but the story
that emerges of the rise of the
British Legion is an inspiring one.
It was born in the disputatious
years after World 'War One,
when it looked as if what the poet
said centuries before was about
to be proved true once again:

W hen peace is once more made

and all things righted,

God is forgotten and the

soldier slighted.

A variety of ex-Servicemen’s
organisations were busy ‘be-
labouring, not only the Govern-
ment, but each other. Some were

,violently Left Wing, others were
anti-officer. Earl Haig let it be
known that he would preside over
a representative body of ex-Ser-
vicemen only when they sup-
pressed their angry rivalries.

Not without great difficulty,
the British Legion was established
in 1921, after 48 other suggested
titles had been proposed and re-
jected. As Mr. Wootton says,
“There were those in West-
minster and Whitehall who re-
garded with suspicion and even
fear the emergence of a united
ex-service movement.” Those
fears proved to be unfounded.
The Legion had many stormy
patches but it quickly earned the
respect of the country at large.

Today it has more members
and branches than any friendly
society and all but two of the
giant trade unions. It has an in-
come of £1,000,000 a year and
assets exceeding  £3,000,000.
Among its good works are its
poppy factory; its village settle-
ment and sanatorium for the
tuberculous; a tweed factory and
a chair factory; a marketing or-
ganisation for selling the work of
disabled men; a car attendants’
company and a taxi school.

In another sphere, it has fought
and won many thousands of pen-
sions appeals. For 22 years it

—BUTTONED UP—

Button-fanciers, who are more
numerous than might be sup-
posed, will approach with due
I reverence Major H. G. Parkyn’s
“Shoulder-Belt Plates and But-
tons” (Gale and Polden, £2 25),
with its 550 illustrations. As far
as a layman can judge, Major
Parkyn has the subject all but-
toned up.

pressed for the compulsory em-
ployment of disabled men—and
finally won.

In a foreword, Sir Ian Fraser,
president of the Legion, men-
tions that 60 per cent of the pre-
sent membership (which exceeds
a million) is made up of those
who served in World War Two
and afterwards. “There could, I
think, be no greater commenda-
tion of its work than that a
Society founded in one genera-
tion should continue to appeal to
another in wholly altered circum-
stances and that both should
work together . ..”

‘Ram That Tiger’

WELVE years after the

event, the story is now told

of a remarkable action in

Normandy in which a
Sherman tank deliberately
rammed a German Tiger tank
and put it out of action.

It happened near Cagny dur-
ing the battle for Caen when the
2nd Battalion Irish Guards were
held up by German tanks and
anti-tank guns.

The troop commander, Lieu-
tenant J. R. Gorman, went for-
ward in his Sherman and sud- -
denly spotted four German tanks,
two of them Tigers, less than 200
yards away, His own gun was
out of action so there was only
one thing to do. He ordered his
driver, Lance-Corporal Barron,
to charge the nearest Tiger at full
speed before its gun could be
brought to bear, The Sherman
hit the Tiger amidships and both
crews . took cover in different
ditches.

Lieutenant Gorman ran back
and brought up a “Firefly"—a
Sherman with a 17-pounder gun.
Taking cover behind a hedge he
fired two shots at the rammed
Tiger, setting it on fire, and then
engaged the other Tiger but was
forced to break off the action.
Next morning the rammed Tiger
was captured. 3

For this exploit Lieutenant
Gorman was awarded the Mili-
tary Cross and Lance-Corporal
Barron the Military Medal.

The story is told in “The
Guards Armoured Division,
1941-1945" (Geoffrey Bles Ltd.,
255), by Captain the Earl of
Rosse and Colonel E. R. Hill,
DSO.

The book is a more detailed
account than the “Short History
of the Guards Armoured Divi-
sion,” written by Major-General
G. L. Verney and reviewed in
SOLDIER in September last
year. It deals with the Division's
activities from the day the
Guards first took over tanks until
they lost them.



King Hussein of Jordan, with Lieutenant-Colonel Peter Young DSO, MC
(and two bars), author of the book ““Bedouin Command” reviewed below. -
Photograph by courtesy of the publishers, Messrs. William Kimber.

Just Like Being LBW ...

N peace and war for nearly 40 years British officers had trained
and led the Arab Legion. From a scratch force of 1000 men in
1920 they had moulded it into a crack fighting formation

numbering 60,000.

Then, one evening in March this year, the axe fell.

Lieutenant-Colonel Peter Young, DSO and triple MC, was called
away from a cinema and told by his brigadier: “Glubb is out.” So

were two brigadiers and two lieutenant-colonels.

The shocked silence was broken by the telephone bell. The brigadier
answered it, looked at Lieutenant-Colonel Young. “Now you're out,

he said.

“It was like being given lbw at a cricket match,” writes Lieutenant-

Colonel Young in “Bedouin Command” (William Kimber, 21s).

The author of this “regimental
soldier’s book™ (as Lieut-Gen.
Sir John Glubb describes it in a
foreword) commanded a bedouin
regiment for three years. How-
ever low his opinion of politi-
cians, he has a high regard for
the bedouin soldier. In many
ways, he says, they were like the
Commandos with whom he
served in World War Two.

“The bedouin are individual-
ists, smart and well-behaved,
hardy and quick on the uptake
. . . In finding their way about
they are more than a match for
the British soldier. They did not
get bored or demand a lot of
looking after.”

There were some unusual
characters, not the least of which
was a Holy Man who was vowed
to silence and lived with a score
of cats. He was known to speak
only twice, once when he called
for food after being seriously ill
and once when he caught his
finger in a car door.

The author commanded the
Arab Legion brigade during the
flare-up in Jerusalem in 1954
when war between Israel and
Jordan seemed imminent. After
a truce was called he persuaded
the British Consul-General to
telephone the Israeli civil gover-
nor to ask if the Israelis intended
to attack. The civil governor
told him they did not and that
night the Arab Legion kept guard
without magazines on their auto-
matics or rounds in their rifles.

The Arab Legion is now
styled the Jordan Arab Army.

Man Behind The PIAT

CROQUET ball shattered the headmaster’s greenhouse at

Bedford School.

All the boys in reasonable throwing range were questioned,
but the culprits (who were never found out) were much
farther away. There were four of them, and they were hidden with a

mortar which they had made
from a wooden tube, loaded with
black gunpowder.

One of the four, now Lieuten-
ant-Colonel L. V. S. Blacker, was
to invent other more lethal mor-
tars and to have no fewer than
ten of his devices on active ser-
vice in World War Two. His
story is one of those told by
Norman Kemp in “The Devices
of War” (Werner Laurie, 18s).

Lieutenant - Colonel Blacker
was a soldier before World War

One. After being wounded in_

the Royal Flying Corps, he was
sent by the War Office to see a
mortar invented by a man
named Constantinesco. The mor-
tar was of no interest, but Cap-
tain Blacker left the inventor’s
workshop carrying the prototype
of today’s pneumatic road drill.
From this was developed the first
machine-gun for firing between
the blades of an aeroplane pro-

peller.
After the war Lieutenant-
Colonel Blacker invented a

bomb-thrower. For this he
needed a weapon of .450 calibre
and the only ones anywhere near
his station on the North-West
Frontier were in the possession
of Afghan police. His servant
obtained one for him—and no

questions were asked.

In 1937 came the idea for the
Projector, Infantry Anti-Tank,
now known as the PIAT, and the
prototype was assembled by a
village watchmaker. Before the
PIAT was developed. however,
Lieutenant --Colonel  Blacker
used the idea for a simple
weapon known as the Blacker
Bombard, for the Home Guard.

Before the PIAT was manu-
factured, it was developed until
its two-and-three-quarter pound
missile could pierce four inches
of . armour—yet the weapon
weighed only 33 pounds. By the
end of the war, 115,000 PIATs
had been manufactured, and at
least five Victoria Crosses had
been won with the aid of the
weapon. From the same basic
idea as the PIAT came the large
Petard, fitted to Armoured
Vebhicles, Royal Engineers, which
fired a 40-pound missile.

Lieutenant-Colonel Blacker is
now engaged, says the author, on
a light-weight “bent tube” mortar
which he hopes will destroy tanks
at 1000 yards.

Other stories in this book are
about the development of such,
well-known devices as Mulberry
Harbour and “Pluto.”

Thermonukes are ‘ hot stuff” in every sense of the word.
So are the Forces Bookshops when it comes to getting
you your favourite newspapers, magazines, periodicals

and books just when you want them.

Of course, if you can’t visit a Forces Bookshop the
S.C.B.D. will supply direct to individuals or units. Write

to the address below TODAY.

SERVICES CENTRAL BOOK DEPOT

(W.H. Smith and Son. Ltd)

195-201

PENTONVILLE

ROAD,

LONDON,

““ Thermonukes”’

FORCES BOOKSHOPS AT

BIELEFELD (Y.M.C.A.)
BUNDE (Y.M.C.A.)
::’.:‘ESELE( hurch of Scotland)

HERFORD (Y.W.C.A.)
HILDESHEIM (Toc H)
HOHNE (Y.M.C.Ay.')
HUBBELRATH (Y.M.C.A.))
ISERLOHN (Y.M.C.A.
LUNEBURG (Y.M.C.A.)
MINDEN (Salvation Army)
MOENCHEN-GLADBACH—

Town Centre (Church Army)
MOENCHEN-GLADBACH—

Main HQ's. (Y.W.C.A.)
MUNSTER (Toc H)

E UNSTERéChurch Army)
OLDENBURG (Y.M.C.A.)
OSNABRUCK (Y.M.C.A.)
PADERBORN (Toc H)
SENNELAGER (Church Army)
VERDEN (Toc H)
WAHNEHEIDE (Y.W.C.A.)
WUPPERTAL (Y.M.C.A.)

NORTH AFRICA
BARCE (Salvation Army)
BENGHAZI (Salvation Army)
DERNA (Y.M.C.A.)
TOBRUK (Salvation Army)
TRIPOLI (Y.M.C.A.)

JORDAN
AQABA (MM.G.)

CYPRUS

BERENGARIA (Y.W.C.A.)
DHEKELIA (C. of E. Institutes)
EPISKOPI (Y.M.C,A.)
NICOSIA (Y. W.C.A.)
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SEK KONG (Church of Scotland)
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Indian Infantry ford the crocodile-infested Atbara river, on the Eritrcan frontier. A pontcon carries their transport.

Reviving a SOLDIER Feature . ..

SCRAPBOOK OF WORLD WAR TWO

Undulating under the weight of vchicles: the first British-built pontoon bridge, 620 feet long, over the Po at Occhiobello, Italy.
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PHeraldry

for ﬂJB Forces

Wall Plagues Regimental
8706 7 Blazer Badges
26/6 in
Post 1/- Gold and Silver Wire
Sfrom 45/-
Brochure free Regimental Car

Badges 30/-. Post 1/-

REGIMENTAL BLAZER BADGES

WALL PLAQUES - REGIMENTAL TIES - BLAZERS
CRESTED CUFF LINKS * TIE HOLDERS
CAR BADGES ' CRESTED PEWTER TANKARDS
ETC. ETC

Full details on request. Any badge supplied. Original
sketches copied. Enguiries from Mess Secretaries welcomed.

CASTELLS CLUB COLOUR CO. ‘

20 MONTPELLIER WALK 13 BROAD ST.
CHELTENHAM OXFORD

T is easy to understand why ‘Ovaltine’ is so popular with the

Forces everywhere.

Made from Nature’s best

foods, this

delicious beverage provides concentrated nourishment which helps
to build up and maintain fitness and vntahty For these reasons,
leading athletes and men of action include ‘Ovaltine’ in their diet,
and it is the family favourite in countless thousands of homes
throughout the world. Ask for delicious *Ovaltine’ in your canteen.

Ovaltine

'I'I'I! WORLD'S MOST POPULAR FOOD BEVERAGE

Have you tried

| OVALTINE BISCUITS ?

If not, you have a real treat in store. £
Made from the finest ingredients, these £
crisp and delicious biscuits have an @
attractive flavour that appeals to every-
one. Ask for ‘Owaltine’ Biscuits in !
your canteen, H

guard the
country’s interests

but who safeguards
YOURS
and your dependanfs

The SENTINEL specialise in Service

problems and can advise you how to:-

@ Provide maximum security for your

family.

@ Supplement your pension.

o Buy your home on retirement.

| @ Educate your children.

_:':_:. or ° Lay the foundation of any of the above
. whilst you are still single.

WHEREVER YOU ARE — WRITE TO. —
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THE SENTINEL INSURANCE CO. LTD.
50-51 HIGH HOLBORN. LONDON W.C.I

Nameand Rark.............ouints
Address

" Interested in @@O@@ :

..Children aged .

Date of Birth.............
Wifes Date of Birth ...

I would like to save €. per month.

== e - - - - ---

[ S S —————

A career With the
he

"ﬂnlp,
Poljz,

Hitan

A constable now receives £535 a
year after completing his two years’
probationary. period (starting pay,
even while training, £475), rising to
£640 and a pension of more than
£400 p.a. after 30 years. A Chief
Superintendent gets £1,570 a year,
with a pension of more than
£1,000 p.a. after 30 years.

The highest ranks, with salaries

Get in
London’s
Police -
and get on!

exceeding £2,000, are open to all.
London allowance £20 a year—and
other substantial allowances, in-
cluding comfortable free quar-
ters or payment in lieu. If you are
between |9 and 30, 5ft. 8ins. or
over, in good health and want a job
of interest and variety, write to-day
for an interview. Return fare to
London will be refunded.

Join the

METROPOLITAN POLICE

Name

Address .

= === POST THIS COUPON TODAY! —————w—=
To Dept. 3636, Scotland Yard, S.W.1
Please send illustrated booklet which tells me about the Metropolitan Police.

Age
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way up.” This was how the American

'” AT

With his magnetic blackboard the General explains the Brittany invasion— on o map “"wrong
invaders saw France from the sea in 1944,

He’s a Television “Find”

“Like a sea wind blasting away the fog and smog
of mediocrity . ..”” That was how a television critic
described Lieutenant- General Sir Brian Horrocks

aid of a magnetic blackboard and war-time films has become
a favourite with British television audiences.

ARETIRED general who fights his battles over again with the

He is Lieutenant-General Sir Brian Horrocks, who was
a corps commander in North Africa and in North-West Europe. His

series of talks earlier this year on
“Men in Battle” won him wide
acclaim as an outstanding tele-
vision personality and a contract
from the BBC for a similar series
under the same title, beginning
this month. In the new series
Lieutenant - General Horrocks
will deal with Dunkirk, the Nor-
mandy invasion and the Battle of
Arnhem.

The original talks were the
General’s own idea and, like his
battles, they were prepared with
meticulous attention to detail.
The first dealt with the battle of
Alam el Halfa in August 1942,

As he was in the Western Desert,
1942. His first battle as a corps
was Alam el

commander Halfa.

when the main weight of Rom-
mel’s attack before El Alamein
fell on 13 Corps, which Lieuten-
ant-General Horrocks had taken
over only 12 days before. He
explained the strategy of the
battle and drew an intimate pic-
ture of how it was fought and of
the men who fought it.

Not the least interesting of his
revelations was that as soon as
the German attack began he went
to sleep so as to be fresh for the
crisis he knew would develop the
next morning.

Three other talks dealt with
the battle for Tunis, when the
General commanded 9 Corps, the
invasion and break-out of Nor-
mandy and the drive to the Rhine
by 30 Corps, which he led.

General Horrocks’s television
debut stirred the chronically
bored television critics of the
newspapers. The Sunday Times
likened his first talk to “a sea wind
blasting away the fog and smog
of mediocrity. He was so remark-
able a man, so unlike a cartoon-
ist’s conception of top brass . . .
elegantly informal, a man of en-
dearing humour and a light, sure
turn of phrase that brought Lord
Montgomery and Rommel and
the desert and the very smell of
1942 crowding vividly upon the
viewer.”

The Daily Telegraphsaid he was
‘“one of those rare people who
seem to be immediately at home

i

on the TV screen.
What was more he
had something to say
that was worth say-
ing . .. It'was a skil-
ful blend of personal
reminiscence and ex-
pert military judg-
ment.”  The News
Chronicle called him
“a big personality”
and said histalks were
“pungent, brilliant,
unique and fascinat-
ing,” and the Daily
Mail described his
account of Alam el
Halfa as a “little
masterpiece of ex-
position. He might
have been discussing
it informally with
students at staff col-
lege.”

Since the first series of “Men
in Battle” General Horrocks has
appeared, successfully, in several
other BBC television and sound
programmes, including “The Tall
Story Club” and “These Foolish
Things.”

Even before he came before
the television cameras, General
Horrocks had been making head-
lines by his sayings. Once he
stirred up controversy by saying
that the British soldier lived under
the “malign influence of Mum.”
It was because Mum spoiled him
that the soldier today was softer
than those who fought under
Wellington, he said.

The General is also the mili-
tary correspondent of the Sunday
Times, in which he has urged
that divisional ~commanders

Lieutenant-General Sir
as Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod.

Brian 'Horrocks .

should be authorised to award the
Military Cross and Military
Medal, and corps commanders
made responsible for allocating
the Distinguished Service Order
and the Distinguished Conduct
Medal for front-line troops. He
has also recommended that front-
line soldiers should be given a
combat badge to distinguish “a
lance-corporal of 52 attacks from
the cook at Army Group HQ.”

Lieutenant-General Sir Brian
Horrocks joined the Middlesex
Regiment in 1914 and was cap-
tured that year in Belgium. He
made ten unsuccessful attempts
to escape.

Since retiring from the Army
in 1949 he has been Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod in the
House of Lords.



Something
to write
home about!

... RONSON

WORLD'S GREATEST LIGHTER

THE EVER-POPULAR
RONSON ADONIS.
Stin, smart, always reliable.

son-an
¢ des-

You'll be proud to own a Ronson. Each one is a fine
piece of precision engineering, and you’re sure to find
exactly what you want in the wide Ronson range.

truction of 1

fort in Hudson's Bay and
the historic escape of the
Company’s supply ship, the
Prir : n a French

GO TO THE NAAFI
AND GET A RONSON

For your own protection . . . look for the rrade

mark RONSOH world’s greatest lighter

The Governor and Company
of Adventurers of England

rading into Hudson's Bay y
INCORPORATED 2na MAY 1670

| A cHRISTMAS GIFT FROM A soLbier || All our family
l The Historic Knife of the Gurkhas say...

A

Genuine Handicraft KUKRI with lion’s head top, two miniature knives y ke, N
and scabbard. Wooden handle, £1 4s.; horn handle, £1 14s.; white metal - \ [ ]
handle (chased all over and inlaid with colours), £2 2s. Leather Frog f ®
3s, extra.

j ! p

SWORD STICK, with white and black horn work, steel blade inside
g‘er;gth 36ins.), £1 14s. SWORD BATON, as of above description (21 ins.)
s.

Packing and postage per article 8s,
Orders supplied per C.O.D. post.
Price is payable with all orders
received through A.P.Oss and
F.M.O.s.

rorR KEAL

MOUTH FRESHNESS

You pay no Import Duty in the
United Kingdom if you buy for
delivery in the U.K.

o : Clean teeth. ..
W ¥healthy gums . .. fresh mouth . .. when
you try Euthymol toothpaste you can feel it

doing its job. See that your family always

For other Souvenirs and Artware
Gifts—Carving Set with carved
wooden sheath, Ivory Carvings,
Chess Sets, Marble and Brass Art-
wares—please ask for free cata-

logue. say to your chemist

Every Souvenir is guaranteed to
your liking or money refunded.

| ooon reevops Mm— Euthymo

: Complete set. A novelty with all -

DEHRADUN, INDIA B igmeech Ioplh ool ton: eTOOTHPASTE
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NEVER BEFORE have the regular services provided such
opportunities for a progressive standard of living.
The new rates of pay offer you a golden opportunity
to accumulate ready money for your present and
future needs by allotting a small amount from your
pay into your own

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK AGCOUNT (SERVICE SERIES)
or by
BUYING NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES
Ask your Savings Officer or Pay Office for details,
or write direct to :
The Secretary

H.M. Forces Savings Committee,
| Princes Gate, London, S.W.7

Who will be happy to send you a copy of the appropriate leaflet
which gives full details of Savings in the Forces.

( Please state in which of the three Services you are serving,
or hoping to serve).

ISSUED BY H.M. FORCES SAVINGS COMMITTEE
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Football outfits
for the younger boys

Here is a present any boy will like. Complete
outfits in the popular club colours—jerseys,
shorts and hose. Chest measurements 22", 24", 26",
and 28’, for boys of four to ten years.

i From 21 /2 each

-~

FROM ALL LEADING SPORTS OUTFITTERS

CHRISTMAS GIFTS

For Friends and Relations

IN GREAT BRITAIN

Wherever you live in the world why not let us do
your Christmas Shopping for you? The JOHN LYLE
GIFT SERVICE specialises in packing and posting a

complete range of Gifts carefully selected from

Britain’s foremost manufacturers. No worry about
your parcel reaching England in time—if’s posted in
England. All gifts are stored in our own warehouse
and delivery is guaranteed before Christmas and the
recipient does not have to pay any Duty.

It’s all so simple. All you have to do is to send us your
order, remittance and greetings card, we do the rest.

Write NOW for our magnificent fully illustrated
% FREE Christmas catalogue showing over 150 %
different presents to suit all ages at all prices.

JOHN LYLE & COMPANY

R. J. LYLE & CO. (LONDON) LTD.

Postal Gift Service - Postal Shopping Service
EAST HORSLEY - SURREY - ENGLAND
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concluding MEN FUH
MELBOURNE

Back to an Army training area
near Thursley where a riding
course fulfilling Olympic require-
ments has been rigged up by
Captain George Boon, the inter-
national . show jumper. In the
Games the men, riding horses
picked by ballot from a pool, will
have to cover 5000 metres across
country over 24 jumps.

Each man parades with two
thin rubber bands. These hold
the stirrups to his boots if he has
a rough passage, but will break
if he is thrown from his horse.
Captain Boon keeps the riders
moving. “Get back on,” he
shouted to one who had taken a
toss and was sitting on the ground
rubbing his shoulder. “Events
have been won by men with
broken legs.”

The last stint of the training
day is swimming under Sergeant-
Major Instructor T. Kennedy,
the Army swimming coach. The
Olympic distance is 300 metres
and Corporal of Horse Hudson
shows promise of covering it in
less than four minutes. The
world’s best pentathlon time is
three minutes 57 seconds.

One difficulty the team and
their coaches have been up
against is finding competition.
Pentathlon events are oddments
in the sports schedule. The inter-
Serwices championships came
along during training, however,
and all but Sergeant Cobley
(nursing an injured shoulder)
took part. CSMI Norman won
the event; Corporal of Horse
Hudson was 14th and SSI How-
ard 10th, The Royal Navy won
the team championship.

The tie of the Modern Pentathlon
Society of Great Britain. The sym-
bols it bears are a sword, a dolphin,
a pistol, o spur and o winged shoe.

Company Sergeant-Major Instructor Wray Stuart, aged 30,
of the Army Physical Training Corps, is the first soldier to
represent Britain in the Olympic gymnastic contests. A
former inter-Services high-diving champion and Army pole-
vault champion of Malaya, he has been Britain’s gymmastics

title-holder for the past two years,

AUSTRALIA T0O

2

S R

Geoffrey
Cutter, aged 20, of the Royal
Army Service Corps, is one of 16
British hockey players to travel to

Second - Lientenant

Melbourne. An outside left, he
has been “capped” seven times for
Wales. He kept wicket for the
RASC cricket eleven this year and
in 1952 won the West of England
Junior lawn-tennis doubles.

Trooper Roy Walsh,
aged 19, of the 14th/20th
Hussars, will compete for
Britain in the high-board
(10 metres) and spring-
board (three metres) div-
ing events. He was runner-
up in the national high-
board championships.

Private Alan Jackson,
aged 20, a Royal Army
Medical Corps nursing
orderly, will be riding for
Britain in the 116-miles
Olympic cycle road race
and is reserve for the team
pursuit track event. He
holds the British massed-
start road, cross-country
and inter-Services pursuit
championships,

Jeote ik e kAR dorde e T R T

* RAF’s
* BIG
x ENTRY

SOLDIERS will be outnumbered by airmen in the British Olympic team
at Melbourne. The Royal Air Force contingent numbers 21.

Besides Sergeant Cobley of the pentathlon team, it includes three athletes,
three oarsmen, two swimmers, two boxers, two water-polo players, two
divers, two hockey-players, one cyclist, one canoeist, one marksman and
the manager of the boxing team.
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Careers in Electricity

This is an extract from a recorded interview with
E. O. Maxwell, an established C.E.A. engineer, aged 26

“...in Power Stations I could get re.,,:jjs:;:::, ) T
“variety and responsibility”

British film “A Hill in Korea.”

KOREA?

HE first British film
about Korea—and, inci-
dentally, the first British
film about National Ser-

g

Q.M.: What first made you come into § I C.E.A. i
Mr. Maxwell the Industry? ’ Question Master |

Mr. Maxwell: 1 saw an advertisement
for graduate training and it struck
me that in power stations I could
get the type of experience I wanted
—variety and responsibility.

Q.M.: Any particular reason why you
chose this part of the world?

Mr. Maxwell: Only that my people
were living in the South of England
so | voted to do my training here.

Q.M.: After your training . . .7

Mr. Maxwell: 1 was appointed
Assistant Engineer—plant testing
—Croydon B. My first ambition,
of course, was to be in charge of a*
shift.

0Q.M.: Which you were. Weren’t you
a Charge Engineer before you
were 237

Mr. Maxwell: Yes. Assistant two
years and two months, then Charge
Engineer. 1 was very keen on being
responsible for staff and it suited
me fine.

Q.M.: What are your plans now?

Mr. Maxwell :"Well, my plan at the
moment is to gain as much experi-
ence of the design and construction
—construction side mainly—of
nuclear power stations. Actually I
shall be going, for two years, to one
of the Atomic groups in about four
weeks’ time. My ultimate aim is
really to get back into power
stations.

Q.M.: You don’t see yourself spending
all your time in a nuclear power
station?

Mr. Maxwell: Oh, no. I'm much too
young at the moment to specialise.
I want to get as much general
experience as | can.

el 2 o i -9

We'd like to publish more of this
interview, but there isn’t space. For
details of the many careers in
Electricity open to you, and the
salaried training schemes available,
please write to:

The Education
and Training Officer,
Central Electricity

Authority,
8 Winsley Street, London, W.1.
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vicemen—has earned a curiously
mixed press.

“This movie may not get the
Army many recruits,” says one
critic, “but it will win them a lot
of film fans.” Another says it
ought to be shown at the School
of Infantry so that students may
compete in spotting mistakes.

A third says the film is
“austerely and honourably”
directed and “stands pretty high
in its class.” A fourth dismisses
it as “a Bren gun opera,” and a
fifth claims he has seen all the
characters in other films.

The producer of a war film
must make many compromises.
If he shows soldiering as the dull
work it often is, the audience will
snore. If he shows real horror,
they will be sick in the aisles. If
his soldiers use front-line langu-
age, the censor will step in. If he
makes them witty fellows, the
critics will say they talk like
radio comics. And so on.

“A Hill In Korea” (producer:
Ian Dalrymple; director, Julian
Amyes) steers a reasonably hon-
est course between these pitfalls.
It breaks with one irritating con-
vention of recent years, namely
that a leading performer in any
British unit must be an American
or a Canadian. But it clings to
another convention: there is a
coward in the cast. Usually, the
Hollywood screen coward re-
deems himself in the end by a
spectacular act of bravery. In
this film the craven goes “round
the bend” before throwing away
his life to no purpose. We could
have done without him.

The film is about a patrol
which is cut off while reconnoitr-
ing a village. It slays wvast
numbers of Chinese, who attack
suicidally with cacophonous
noises. At length the patrol re-
treats to a rather improbable hill-
top temple, repulses a tank with
a bazooka and is dive-bombed
by friendly aircraft. In the inter-
vals men dream of Arsenal and
Chelsea and there is rough
badinage between National Ser-
vicemen and Regulars. The
platoon funny man is a Cockney-
Jewish philosopher—and he is
often very funny.

Whatever its faults, this is an
exciting film, worth seeing if only
to argue about tactics.



LONGER CAREERS

Can SOLDIER advise me on my
Army career? I am 45 years old and
just completing 22 years Colour ser-
vice. [ have always worked hard to
reach the next step up and 1 feel
capable of serving for amother 10
years. Surely regulations are not
drafted to prevent a man in the prime
of life, mentally and physically, from
giving further of his abilities? An
Army career requires from each indi-
vidual constant endeavour to reach a
higher standard. Age then should not
be the determining factor if a man is
still able to give of his best.—
“RQMS” (name and address supplied).
%A soldier may be allowed 1o con-
tinue serving beyond 22 years if there
is suitable employment for him. W hile
able ro offer a man a career up 1o 55
in certain arms, the Army cannot
guarantee longer careers 1o all, Seden-
tary posts reserved for those between
45-55 are limited in number. Senior
appointments for other ranks cannot
be filled by older men as this would
create serious blocks in promotion. In
the lower ranks many more vacancies
occur for older men, who can be
accepted if prepared 1o revert volun-
tarily. Coming down a step in order
to carry on till 55 may seem unattraci-
ive, but the time element of all
pensions is more important than the
rank element. By dropping a rank a
man may secure a longer career and
an increased pension.

HARD-LYING MONEY

One of my humorous pals will insist
that hard-lying money is something
which is paid to prosecution witnesses
at- a court-martial. As a matter of
interest, what is it?—*Ignorant.”
Hard-lying money is paid 1o soldiers
serving with the Royal Navy or in
marine craft t0 compensate for dis-
comfort caused by living and sleeping
on board certain types of craft operat-
ing in the open sea. The full rate for
sergeants and above is 25 per day and
the rates are determined according tu
the type of vessel on which they are
“lying hard.”

TRANSFERS
Is it possible to transfer direct to
the Special Investigation Branch,
Royal Military’ Police? — *“Tank

Wallah” (MELF).

*No. There is no direct transfer to
this branch from other corps. A
soldier wishing to serve in it must
first apply for transfer to the Provost
Wing of the Royal Military Police.

BAD CONDUCT

Can a soldier’s Long Service and
Good Conduct Medal be taken away
from him? The question is posed in
the case of a man who had completed
a 22-year engagement, decided to con-
tinue serving in the hope eventually of
obtaining a clasp to'his medal and then
got into a spot of bother, lost his rank
and underwent detention.—*Puzzled.”
*When a commanding officer con-
siders that the conduct of a soldier
wearing the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal has ceased to be
irreproachable he can withdraw if,
pending a War Office decision.

HELIO PREFERRED

I was sorry to discover that visual
signalling is no longer taught in the
Army. Having first learned the value
of the heliograph and signalling lamp
as a young soldier on the North-West
Frontier of India and having since
become so painfully aware of the un-
reliability of the W/T set (19) as used
in World War Two and in the Terri-
torial Army at the present time, I can
foresee the possibility of the General

Staff searching high and low for those
who know visual signalling and the
Morse Code, just as they cried out for
men who knew how to handle mules
in Italy.—A., L. Appleton, 2a Maberley
Road, Beckenham, Kent.

*See also article on page 38.

ARMY RECRUITERS

When 1 re-enlisted in 1952 into the
Army Recruiting Staff I had, five years
carlier, completed nearly 16 years
Colour service. Can I now claim the
Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal?—WO 11 F. Walker, REME,
Millbank Military Hospital, London.
*Time spent as an Army Recruiter is
not allowed to count towards the Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal. It
is granted for 18 years’ normal Colour
service with all its attendant commit-
menis.

MEDAL EXCHANGE?

A number of former Territorial
Army soldiers serving on Regular
Army engagements wear the Efficiency
Medal (Territorial) by virtue of em-
bodied service during World War
Two, war service being allowed to
count double. Many of these men
have now served 18 years with the
Regular forces and, but for the Terri-
torial Army award, would be eligible
for the Long Service and Good Con-
duct Medal, Is there any method
whereby the Efficiency Medal (Terri-
torial) can be withdrawn or forfeited,
or must the qualifying service for the
Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal be given solely on a Regular
engagement? That the majority of
civilian employers would expect a
long-term Regular to have the approp-
riate Regular Army award is a point
worth thmking about.—*“Efficient and
Long Serving.”
wAwards are conferred by the Sover-
eign for specific types of service ren-
dered and options or exchanges are not
permitted. Former members of the

®SOLDIER welcomes letters. There
is not space, however, to print
every letter of interest received;
all correspondents must, therefore,
give their full names and addresses
to ensure a reply. Answers cannot
be sent to collective addresses.
Anonymous or insufficiently ad-
dressed letters are not published.

@ Please do not ask for informa-
tion which you can get in your
‘orderly room or from your own
officer.

® SOLDIER cannot admit corres-
pondence on matters involving dis-
cipline or promotion in a unit.

Territorial Army have already been
given a concession which entitles them
to wear their Efficiency Medal (Terri-
torial) many years earlier than their
opposite numbers of the Regular Army
are entitled to a correspomiing award.
There is nothing to stop an ex-soldier
with the Efficiency Medal (Territorial)
showing a would-be employer his
testimonial and character Erading. as
given_in his discharge book.

£100 BOUNTY

In August 1946 I started my dura-

tion-of-emergency service. Approxi-
mately two years later 1 enlisted for
five years with the Colours and seven
years with the Reserve. This I extended
to 12 years with the Colours in Novem-
ber 1953. Can SOLDIER tell me the
earliest date on which I can extend
to complete 22 years as from Novem-
ber 1948 and also qualify for the
£100 bounty? — “Warrant Officer”
(FARELF).
* As this warrant officer has not served
nine vears on his current engagement
he is not eligible to re-engage to com-
plete 22 years. If he were to change
his engagement now he would place
himself outside the bounty zone, be-
cause his 22-year engagement would
reckon from August 1946 and he would
be committed to serve until August
1961, the 15-year point of his engage-
menti.
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In order to qualify for £100:bounty
he must wait until the Army Act 1955
becomes effective on 1 January next
and then apply to change to a 22-year
engagement, reckoning from Novem-
ber 1948, the date of attestation on his
present engagemen.

KOREA RIBBONS

1 wear the ribbons of my three

medals in the following order: 1,
Korea ; 2, United Nations Service: 3,
General Service (Malaya). I was told,
however, that my General Service
Medal should follow the Korea Medal,
with the United Nations Service Medal
last. The reason given was that the
United Nations Service Medal is a
foreign award and, as such, is placed
after British awards. Can SOLDIER
state the correct order of wear?—
‘“‘Regular Sergeant” (BAOR).
*When both the Korea Medal and the
United Nations Service Medal have
been awarded they should always be
worn in that order and adjacent to
each other. Even when an additional
row of ribbons compels separation the
sequence must maintained. The
United Nations Service Medal is not
regarded as a foreign award. The rib-
bon of the General Service Medal
(Malaya) is placed according to the
date of the award.

BERLIN WEDDING

I went on leave to Germany and

married a German girl. Before going,
I gave notice at my local registry office
for the marriage to be solemnised in
Berlin and 1 received all the necessary
papers. Can my wife travel by the
military route at public expense to join
me at my station or must I pay her
fare on civilian train and boat?—
“Instructor.”
*A soldier who marries in another
couniry while on leave has no entitle-
ment to a passage for his wife to
Britain under military arrangements.
Nor is there any regulation by which
she can be granted free travel.

MORE LETTERS OVERLEAF

The things they think of . . . one of this year's stunts performed at Woolwich Tottoo by 31 Driver
Regiment, Royal Artillery. The man under the board would appear to qualify for hard-lying money.
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FEDERATION OF RHODESIA AND NYASALAND

VACANCIES: TRIGONOMETRICAL
AND TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYORS
DEPARTMENT OF FEDERAL SURVEYS

Applicants, under 35, must have School Certificate or G.C.E.
with Maths, English and two other subjects at *“O” level obtained
at one and the same examination and have had at least three years’
experience in one or more of the following categories of Trigono-
metrical and Topographical surveying, viz.:— !

(1) Reconnaissance and observing of Primary Triangulation and

Traverses. : ;

(2) Reconnaissance and observing of Secondary and lower order
control. :
(3) Reconnaissance and observing of primary and secondary

levelling.

(4) Computation of primary and secondary triangulation and
traverse work.

(5) Air Survey by Graphical methods.

(6) Photogrammetric plotting machinery.

(7) Revision of large scale plans.

(8) Drawing and compilation of small scale maps.
Starting Salary

£500-£1,000, depending on qualifications and experience on scale
rising to £1,100 p.a. There are senior posts with salaries of up to
£1,930 p.a., which are normally filled by internal promotion.

Successful applicants will normally be employed (a) on field work
in undeveloped areas during the dry season (April to September)
when camping equipment is supplied and a field allowance is pay-
able; (b) for the rest of the year on control in and around the larger
towns.

Application forms and further details from the

Public Service Attaché,
Rhodesia House, 429, Strand, London, W.C.2.

Vacancies exist for two Technical Assistants for mechanical
engineering work involved in testing friction materials as
used in automative aircraft, railway and industrial fields.
The work includes test machine and rig design, investigation
and development of testing methods and study of problems
peculiar to braking, and is interesting and varied. An Ordinary
or Higher National Certificate or equivalent is desirable.
Salary will be according to age and experience. There is a
contributory pension scheme and facilities for further study.

Applications giving full details to
Personnel Manager

Messrs. Ferodo Ltd., Chapel-en-le-Frith, via Stockport

VACANCIES for SKILLED CRAFTSMEN
IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE AT CHELTENHAM

Experienced in one or more of the following :

1. Maintenance of radio communication receivers.

2. Sub-assembly lay-out, wiring and testing of radio type chassis.
3. Cabling, wiring and adjustment of telephone type equipment.
4. Fault finding in, and maintenance of, electronic apparatus.
BASIC PAY : £8 11 4d. plus up to £2 10 Od. merit pay,

assessed at interview and based on ability
and experience.

Opportunities for permanent and pensionable posts.
5-day week — good working conditions — single accom-
modation available.
Apply to: PERSONNEL OFFICER, :
G.CH.Q., (FOREIGN OFFICE), 53 Clarence Street, Cheltenham.
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more letters

SIR EYRE COOTE

I am surprised that the writer of the
review “Third Greatest General”
(SOLDIER, August) omits reference
to Sir Eyre Coote’s share in the de-
cisive Battle of Plassey in 1757, Sir
Robert Clive, finding his small army
of 3000 men facing 60,000 of Surajah
Dowlah, called a council of war in
which the majority, led by himself,
voted not to fight, Coote dissenting ;
later, Clive accepted Coote’s advice,
fought and won the great victory at
Plassey. Coote was in the 39th Foot
and is buried at Rockborn in Hamp-
shire.—J. E. Crisp, “Dilkoosha,” 28
Norwich Avenue, Bournemouth.

“BALLOON GOES UP”

One constantly hears the expression
“If the balloon goes up™ as signifying
the beginning of a war or crisis. This,
I am sure, 1s wrong, I have always
understood that at manoeuvres before
1914, in order that all troops should
know the exercise was over—in case
they did not hear the “Cease fire” or
“IDhsperse”—a captive balloon was let
up as a signal that all was, in fact,
over. How then has the whole thing
got twisted round in meaning?—
Lieatenant-Colonel (rtd,) P, J. M.
Ellison, 92 Ebury Street, London.

SOLDIERING ON

Since first joining a Yeomanry regi-
ment (Territorial Army) in 1922 [ have
served in the Regular Army, the Royal
Air Force and, again, the Territorial
Army. 1 have lately re-engaged for
another year, making my recent ser-
vice with the Territorial Army seven
years. In order to join in 1950 I had
to convince Royal Air Force Records
that I was fully determined before they
would discharge me from their Re-
serve: they said they regretted losing
me to the Army.. My character has
always been exemplary. I mean to
remain in the Territorial Army until 1
am “kicked out,” but does SOLDIER
think that, since my total combined
service is nearly 34 years, I could be
specially recommended for the
Efficiency Medal (Territorial)? Or
must I wait until I have done another
five years?—*“Broad Acres.”

wThis enthusiast will have to do 12
years allogether in order to qualify for
the medal as special recommendations
cannot. be entertained. Nor can he
count his early Territorial service.

MERIT BADGE

The Boer War badge mentioned by
M. Read (Letters, August) is that from
which hangs the first-class decoration
of the Order of Merit of the Corps of
Commissionaires. The decoration it-
self is a 16-pointed star with the Union
Jack in the centre, encircled by the
motto of the Corps in silver letters on
a blue background, There are three
classes of the Order,awarded for eight,
13 and 18 years’ service, with certain
other qualifications. It is possible that
the badge referred to is the third-class,
worn on the right arm. It is not an
easily won award.—G. W. Harris, 4
Rutherwyke Close, Stoneleigh, Ewell.

w The colour of the ribbon is officially
described as black, white and maroon.
The badge mentioned by this reader is
part of the first- and second-class
Orders of Merit, and by iiself is the
third-class Order.

BUYING A CAR

“Ex-Warrant Officer’s” statement on
commutation of pension (July) and
your reply made interesting reading.

.My own case supports your correspon-

dent. My pension is 43s.1d., out of
which I pay approximately 9s. income
tax per week. I am occupying local
council property and my salary, plus
pension, is calculated as gross income
in determining my rent : in fact I pay
10s. more than my neighbour, My pen-
sion therefore is reduced to 24s. 1d. It
follows that if I were permitted to

commute £1 of my pension for a
capital sum, or even to buy a motor-
car to provide outings for my semi-
invalid wife, I -would be relieved of
both financial burdens,

It is unfair that my pension should
be assessed both for income tax and a
local council differential rent scheme.
To take nearly half of one’s pension
away in this manner is an injustice,
particularly when it is remembered
that the pensioner has given over 20
years in the service of his country. Ex-
Servicemen’s  organisations  should
petition for a relaxation of the rules of
commutation.—*“Another Ex-Warrant
Officer.”

*Army Pensions Office will approve
commutation to buy a motor-car only
if ‘the car is necessary for the pen-
sioner’s job. This is one rule not likely
10 be relaxed.

PIG ON THE WALL

In September a reader enquired the
name of a regimental march to which
soldiers used to sing:

I put the pig upon the wall
to see the band go by.

He thought the regiment was an
Irish-one. These are among the letters
received: - '

Irish my foot! The march is that of
the Royal Lincolnshire Regiment,
namely “The Lincolnshire Poacher.”
The **Shiny Tenth™ will be all over
SOLDIER for that one.—C. Hinds,
17 Station Lane, Old Dalby, Leicester,

The lines come from a parody on
“The Lincolnshire Poacher.” My
father served with the Royal Lincoln-
shire Regiment between 1908 and 1920
and remembers singing the words
quoted to the regimental march:
indeed he sang them to me when I
was a small boy.—Michael J. Rey-
nolds, 1 Flm Grove Road, Barnes.

I served with 2nd Battalion The East
Yorkshire Regiment for seven-and-a-
half years and was taught to sing the
words “I put the pig upon the wall to
see the Yorks go by.” The march of
the East Yorkshire Regiment is to the
tune “The Yorkshire Lass.”—Sergeant
G. Durrant, Regimental Band, Scots
Guards.

The words were’ sung to the tune
“The Yorkshire Lass.”—Mrs. B, A.
Ainley, The Rise, Cold Norton, Pur-
leigh, Essex.

An ex-warrant officer colleague of
mine says the regiment in question is
the Royal Norfolk Regiment. How-
ever, an old book on the British Army
makes this reference: “Men of the
Regiment de Chateuguay of Canada
march and sing those words to ‘The
days when we went gipsying’.” This
Canadian regiment 1s allied to the
North Staffordshire Regiment.—S, R.
Sellwood, Shevington Camp, Scatter-
dells Lane, Chipperfield.

I have been in fairly close touch with
the North Staffordshire Regiment for
some 63 years and never heard the
words applied to their more recent
march, nor to the original march,
“Romica.” Incidentally, the regiment
lost - “Romica” in 1881 because a
former German bandmaster, left be-
hind in 1849 when the regiment went
abroad, introduced it into another
regiment.—Major H. C. Fausset, late
1 North Staffordshire Regiment, Pitch-
field Cottage, Thursley, Surrey.



EDINBURGH TATTOO

I congratulate you on the article on the Edinburgh
Tattoo in your September number. It is time that this
event was universally recognised as the Army’s best con-
tribution to a national event.

I am particularly pleased because it was I who
originated this Tattoo. In 1949 I was asked, at short
notice, to take over the production of what was called
“a military display” on the Castle Esplanade. There
were about 250 performers, including two bands, and
about six badly placed searchlights. I was asked to
prepare a programme and produce the show, which I
called ““The King’s Men.”” This I did and, as there was
only one stand seating 500 people on the north side of
the Esplanade, the disappointed queues for admission
must have numbered a thousand each night.

As a result of this success, I was asked by Scottish
Command to make recommendations for the future.
The memorandum which I submitted stressed that this
had the makings of a really big affair, and that as it was
“*hitched™ to a natienal festival, there was no doubt of
its success. What I particularly emphasised was that
there should be stands for 5000, and that not more than
500 performers should be employed as that was all the
arena could show to advantage.

This memorandum was discussed at a meeting with
the Edinburgh Corporation, and it was decided to “‘go
big” in 1950. At the instance of the Corporation t e
spectacle was called a “Tattoo”, and I produced it for
Scottish Command in that and the following year.

Though I now have nothing to do with the produc-
tion, I rather resent the so-called ‘‘historical” item
which you describe, It is a travesty of history, because
Edinburgh Castle was never attacked by the Camerons
(or by any other Highland clan) in 1745, and so the idea
of turning the battle into an international football match
whereby England wins on one night and Scotland on
the other is both nonsensical and undignified. Un-
fortunately, the Scots do not care as much about their
history as you might think, which is why they pay to
see it.—Lt-Col. (rtd.) George Malcolm of Poltalloch.

BISHOP TO THE FORCES

_Please settle an argument: I say there is a Forces’
bishop, but my friends disagree.—*“Kenny.”

*The Suffragan Bishop of Maidstone gives the Forces
his full-time services. This See was abolished in 1946 but
was recently revived.

CANADIAN VC

1 frequently send my copy of SOLDIER to a relative
in British Colombia and she has sent me a copy of
The Sunday Sun Weekend Magazine, in which there is
an article on Private Timothy O'Hea, VC. He is said
to have emanated from Ireland and was awarded the
Victoria Cross for gallantry in Canada.—Robert C.
Pickerell, 20 Maricas Avenue, Harrow Weald,

Y As briefly mentioned in SOLDIER (January), Private
O’Hea won his award during a period when the Victoria
Cross could be earned in peace-time for gallaniry in
saving life or property (it can now be won only for
gallantry in the face of an enemy).

The article in The Sunday Sun tells how, in 1866,
Private O’Hea, serving with the Rifle Brigade, was
guarding an ammunition train dispatched by the British
garrison at Quebec to Niagara, where Fenians (country-
men of his) were raiding from New York State. An
ammunition wagon caught fire and O'Hea mounted it
19 times, single-handed, in the course of an hour and
at last extinguished the flames. There were immigrants
locked in adjoining coaches of the train.

In 1874 O’Hea died of thirst and exhaustion in
Stuart’s Desert, Australia, where he had joined an ex-
pedition to search for an explorer believed to be living
with aborigines. His Victoria Cross eventually found
its way to the Rifle Brigade museum at Winchester. It
is the only VC won on Canadian soil.

SLOVENLINESS

If by “young soldiers” Ex-Warrant Officer (Letters,
September) meant Boys, it is not right to say we are a
disgrace to the Army. I bet that some of the men wish
they could be as smart as most of us. And it is not
“bull” but self-pride that makes us so—P. Hindmarsh,
Infantry Boys Battalion, Plymouth.

*Obviously, by “voung soldiers” our correspondent
meant young soldiers, not Boys, whose standard of
turn-out is high.

RETAINED REGULARS

Having completed 23 years of a 25-year engagement
I wanted to terminate my service, but my Qrderly Room
said I could not do so owing to the emergency. I was
under the impression that the retention of Regular
soldiers applied only to those with Reserve commit-
ments, not to those who had completed pensionable
engagements.—*“Punch” (Middle East).

% All Regulars are retained during an emergency, but if
hardship is caused to a man who has completed a pen-
sionable engagement a special application

for discharge will be considered. It is dealt OVER .
with strictly on merit. —

The best long drink
in the
worid !

GLORIOUS BEER! There’s nothing more
refreshing — and invigorating. Drop in at The
Local and put yourself outside a man-size pint of
bitter. Lovely stuff | Soisa sparkling paleale. Ora
‘brown’. There ought to be a statue to the man who
invented beer. It’s the best long drink in the world !

ISSUED BY THE BREWERS' SOCIETY * 42 PORTMAN SQUARE, LONDON, W.1. __
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HUMPHREYS & GLASGOW LID.

have vacancies on their construction staff for skilled
TRADESMEN FITTERS, PIPE FITTERS and WELDERS and can
offer progressive jobs to keen young men. Applicants
must be prepared to travel anywhere in the U.K. There
are prospects of travel abroad for those attaining super-
visory status.

Applications should be made in writing to the Construction Dept:

Humglas House, Carlisle Place,
London, S.W.1.

more letters
DRUMS—

Ten British drums, a German Arm
prize, were handed back to Elizabet
Colleg: Combined Cadet Force
(SOLDIER, July).

As a very enthusiastic young band-
master in a large cadet company, I
have few drums and bugles and feel
sure that other drum-majors or com-

The Chelsea Pensioners on SOL-
DIER's front cover are (left to right)
Sergeant J. Jones, late 19th Hus-
sars; Fusilier S. Scattergood, late
Royal Welch Fusiliers; and Private
A. Rankin, late King's Royal Rifle
Corps. Colour photograph by Staff
Cameraman ARTHUR BLUNDELL.

manding officers can help. I formed
our bugle band just over 16 months
ago and find it very difficult to obtain
instruments at present-day prices. I
have a wm‘tmf list of 40 boys and no
instruments for them. Drums and
bugles in any condition will help to
relieve dire necessity and provide a
boost to recruitment. — Lieutemant
E. W. Buckley, ACF, 32 Oak Hill,
Hollesley, Woodbridge, Suffolk.

—AND TIGER SKIN

I am the possessor of a-tiger-skin—
mounted head—in quite good con-
dition, Perhaps there is some unit to
which it would be of use as a skin for
the drum section of the band?

Some time ago a volunteer unit
asked for a leopard skin. I was able?
to donate one to their band.

I would gladly R:y any charges for
transport.—C. B. Rackshaw, 8 Francis
Road, Kenton, Harrow, Middlesex.

RESERVE RIGHTS

Is it possible for a soldier in Class B
Reserve to purchase his discharge?—
“Light Blue.”

% Yes, but only in exceptional circum-
stances would it be allowed during an
emergency. The purchase price is
governed by the number of years
served with the Colours and on the
Reserve.

AND THANK YOU

For the last five years I have read
SOLDIER and enjoyed it very much,
I believe it to be the best magazine of
its type available. Thank you for some
very enjoyable reading.—Staff-Ser-
geant alter Battin Jur., United

tates Air Force,

PROBABLY you know someone
who would enjoy a year's
subscription to SOLDIER as a
Christmas present?

An old soldier, perhaps?

A friend or relative who has

emigrated?
or nephew?

If so, fill in his name and
address on this form and send
it to SOLDIER with your postal
order or cheque.

Anyone may order SOLDIER
for himself on the same form,
if unable to obtain it at a
bookstall or (if a serving
soldier) in his unit or canteen.

A young brother

e £ oar
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Adjusting his helio on o Kenya hill: Lance-Corporal R. Farrow, RE.
Photograph: Sergeant W. R. Hawes.

YOU CAN’T BEAT A HELIO

N September SOLDIER published an account of military
surveying under the headline “The Army Marked a Five-
Mile Line,”

Just too late for incorporation in it arrived an article about
the operations of 89 Field Survey Squadron, Royal Engineers,
which is engaged on military map-making in East Africa. The
Squadron is operating in conjunction with the Survey of Kenya
and Government Printers, Nairobi.

These military surveyors have been working in teams of five
as a safeguard against Mau Mau terrorists and wild animals.
Last year, however, one surveyor was killed by terrorists and
two were injured. The teams have had encounters with rhino,
lion, buffalo and leopard, not to mention snakes and scorpions.

Because of the abundant sunlight, heliographs have been
widely used to provide aiming marks. The more usual wooden
beacons are vulnerable to damage by wild game or theft by
natives, and electric lamps require a portable charging set;
hence the attraction of the heliograph. The glint from a large
one can be seen 100 miles away.

.y
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with his wife or fiancée wearing a
beautiful Fur Coat; and not less
proud—and justly so—is the lady.
Now this pride can be yours.
SUGDEN?’S offer fine Furs, reliable,
stylish Furs, at prices well within
your reach. Do as thousands have
done—buy a luxurious Fur Coat
from SUGDEN’S,

Typical Offer
Charming MOLESKIN Coat,

lavishly assembled, in blue or
bronze pelts. PRICE 19 GNS.

Orders by post can be placed with confidence.
SUGDEN’S reputation is a guarantee of
satisfaction.

R NI T
‘-‘;-C-A- SUGDEN [rp.
- Twviens..

1" FLOOR SHOW pg . .5 =
18¢ REGENT ST. LONDON w2

LALLM Ly

Fully illustrated CATALOGUE will
gladly be sent post free on application

Coming Out?
If you have a service or civilian apprenticeship
or broad workshop training together with a
sound theoretical knowledge (preferably electri-
cal) to O.N.C. or higher standard you may
TRAIN to become a

DRAUGHTSMAN

or do other interesting work with good pros-
pects of advancement e.g.

* RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

* G. W. TRIALS

* SERVICE ENGINEER

* TESTER (ELECTRONICS)

There are also excellent opportunities for

* SKILLED MACHINISTS

* INSTRUMENT MAKERS &
ASSEMBLERS

ALL APPLICATIONS or ENQUIRIES should state age, approxi-
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Gyroscope Company Limited
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WITH A BODY!

ARE YOU
ASHAMED
TO STRIP?

Get a body that
men respect and
women admire!

THE FINEST METHOD
IN THE WORLD

for achieving maximum results at
so small cost in time and money.
The “BODY-BULK"” Course of
Physical Training BY WORLD’S
FOREMOST INSTITUTE OF
PHYSICAL TRAINING EXPERTS.

WHETHER YOU ARE thin, an ordinary
well-developed man, or an athlete who
wants to move into a higher body-weight
division—the “‘Body-Bulk’ course is an
assured success! Takes only 20 minutes
DAILY—

NO APPARATUS REQUIRED

PUPIL
JOHN GRAHAM

AGE 26 NECK 17~
CHEST 47" - BICEPS 17
THIGHS 24" - CALVES 16"
WEIGHT

12st. 10

COMPLETE
COURSE
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GNS. ONLY

Simply state Age and Measure-
ments. (Height, chest, upper-arm,
wrist, hips, thigh, ankle.) In return,
you will receive a detailed state-
ment of your personal possibilities
—telling you the exact weight and
measurements that you can obtain
by scientific training, together with

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE ENTITLED

“BODY-BULK”

VALUABLE PRIZES TO BE WON!
Ask for FREE DETAILS of the Special
AWARD SCHEME open to all pupils.

Write to: CHIEF CONSULTANT, DEPT. M.20

THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF PHYSICAL CULTURE

29 Southampton Buildings

Chancery Lane -

S.0. Code No. 72-32-11-56

London * W.C.1
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