


































: 7 For cenrurics the w e t  gangs of Th& had 
‘ /‘ wayhid h.aoellersin Zndiaandstrangkd . 

them in the nanie of their goddess. Zt ums 
€e# to a British o*, Captah WiUiam 
sleeman, to with9 thenr out. onc of the 

1 T H E  L A Y  . 

F .atad by.tbe’ra0.) WO&? slit~thc 

and then bury them. Soon, sll 
traces of the crime would have 
vanished and thd Thugs werc 
rrady to go on thdr way with the 
booty. Later, they woukl make 

bodies, to’prevcnt them swelling, ‘I 
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couraged by thcir mtsicdak 
Two Englishwomen who met 
some captured Thugs in Luck- 
now Gaol were moved to pity 
because the prisoners were con- 
vinced that their way of life was 
right and regretted only that they 
could not hand down the tradi- 
tion to their children. 
So well were the secrets of 

Thuggee kept that the Bzitish had 
been in India more than two cen- 
turies, and governing the country 
for half a century, before the 
practice attracted official notice. 
Suspicion was aroused because 
soldiers of some of the native 
regiments did not return from 
leave. Those soldiers had found 
their grives in a bhil. 

At the beginning of last cen- 
tury, one or two gan5 were 
rounded up. Then Captain Wil- 
liam Sleeman captured a band 
which included a lexding Thug- 
named Feringia. He talked. 

At first Sleeman disbelteved his 
tales, until the Thug took him to a 
bhil where troops dug up the 
bodies and confirmed the man’s 
story. Largely as a result of the 
report whicb Sleeman sent to his 
sup:riors, a Department of Thug- 
gee with wide powcrs was set up 
andS-wknkc@mm. 
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It m a  E ciillmlt and perilous 
task which he and h s  officers 
faced. Nat only did the Thugs 
conceal their crimes, but they 
were protected by some of the 
native rulers and large land- 
owners, who took a discreet rake- 
off. Victims were often murdered 
hundreds of qilcs from their 
homes, in a country with poor 
communications; thus it was 
months before they were known 
to be missing. Bankers whose 
money was lost and relatives of 
the nctims were reluctant to 
help: the men and money had 
been Written off, so why worry? 
Only promises that they would 
not be called on to give evidence 
in a court would pmtude tban 
to speak. 

The Thugs themselves dis- 
pemd widely at  the end of an 
expedition, going back to till their 
lad or to trade. Some, ever 
were soldierspf the native regi 
mnts, who would take leave tL 
go on a Thuggee expdition and 
thn return to their units. Most 
of them ware very good soldiers, 
too. 

But Caw Sleeman and his 
dscers were grsistent. A piece 
of loot, identi ed by a fnend or 
c*lui 
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SOLDIER 
HUMOUR 

HlSbtheoseoffkcorkon- T bt. kwn upon wru d 
people xi* a gift for droxilw-, 
l o l h  amon th-n fiad- 
ing a morbt %r their humorous 
idSar. 

SOLDIER wlooma Illustrated 
iokw Dboll? k e  Ann). ond poya 

must k orisinol 
must be ex.Cu(ed 
bn white poper. 

Id k kept to a 
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" A d  this, gedemcn, .is our new guid& minile fix intercepting mided ". . missiles." 
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"Cenfidence, contidence!" Wiflwghby, 
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