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The British Army at work and play in the
Saudi Arabian desert. Above: A mid-
afternoon game of volleybail provides
some after-work exercise for men of 7

Armoured-Workshop-REME Forward
Repair Group. Below: Challenger tanks
of the Scots DG on exercise in the
desert.

Pictures: Mike Weston
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A time for
waiting

Chapple, Chief of the General
Staff

"I would like to thank you all for
the magnificent way in which
you have all responded to the
challenge of Operation Granby.
This is a time of watching and
waiting, planning and preparing
and training.

It is also a time to tax the
nerve and weaken the resolution
of Saddam Hussein: and in this
you play an important part by
your quiet determination, profes-
sional competence and un-
shakeable resolve. On these
matters and by your confidence
and conduct he can be in no
doubt.

You have also made a deep
impression on your fellow
Servicemen and women serving
elsewhere in the Armed Forces:
and on all those in the United
Kingdom who rightly give you
their support and admiration.

In thanking you for all you
have achieved so far, | would
ask you to pass on my thanks to
your families at home or in
Germany who have so loyally
and unstintingly given you their
full support. We all owe to them
a special debt of gratitude.

Good luck and good wishes to
you all.”
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Armoured

The 4th Armoured Brigade
had deployed and was train-
ing in the desert as SOLDIER
went to press.

This meant the whole of the
Ist Armoured Division was
battle-ready by the beginning
of January while last minute
attempts to find a peaceful
solution to the Gulf crisis
were being made.

The arrival of the brigade
brought the total of British
Service personnel in the area
to around 34,000.

A member of a tank trans-
porter unit died in an accident
during loading operations in
Eastern Arabia on New Year’s
eve. He was Cpl Alan Bolam,
married with three children.

Nearly 500 Army reservists
were called out to fill 250
vacancies under Section 10 of
the Reserve Forces Act. The
call-up, of medical personnel,
followed a shortfall in the
number of volunteers who
came forward for service re-
lated to the Gulf crisis.

Visitors to the Middle East
theatre over the Christmas
holiday period included the
Prince of Wales, the Chief of
the General Staff, Gen Sir
John Chapple, and enter-
tainer Sir Harry Secombe.
The Princess of Wales
visited families in Germany.

The 2nd Field Regiment RA

which has moved to the Gulf

consists of 46 (Talavera) Air
Defence Battery, O Bartery
(The Rocket Troop), 23

Div ready

(Gibraltar 1779-83) Battery of
27 Field Regiment and 127
(Dragon) Battery of 49 Field
Regiment. The final training of
2nd Field (known as the
Manchester  Gunners) was
completed in snow in Germany.

Fifty men of 42 Survey
Engineer Group, based at
Hermitage, Berks, have
reinforced 14 Topographic
Squadron in the Gulf.

A Royal Military Policeman from 203 Provost Company directs
another new 4 Armd Bde arrival ashore in Saudi Arabia

Troops posted to the Gulf
would serve about six months
in theatre, a MoD spokesman
said following a statement by
Armed Forces Minister Mr
Archie Hamilton during a visit
to British units in Saudi Arabia.

The precise duration of each
tour would depend on
operational considerations, said
the spokesman.

Servicemen in the Gulf could
soon be tucking into Scottish
smoked salmon - thanks to
Girobank’s GulfGift facility.
Relatives can send the
vacuum-packed salmon to
Servicemen in Saudi Arabia —
or anywhere else in the world —
and troops can send flowers to
their loved ones.

UK residents wishing to send
the vacuum-packed salmon
(£14.95) can do so from any
post office by asking for
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CALL NOW FOR
IMMEDIATE ACTION
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@ This issue includes 14
pages of reports and pictures
dispatched by the SOLDIER
team in Saudi Arabia with the
Desert Rats. Several other
pages carry Gulf-related
topics, in addition to colour
pictures on the front, inside
front and back pages.
Reports in this issue were
filed by writers Bill Moore,
Laurie Manton and
Jennifer Griffiths, and the
photographs were taken by
Terry Champion and Mike
Weston.

® From Page 3
FREEPAY 6661. And troops in
the Gulf can send flowers to
their loved ones by asking for
FREEPAY 6661 at any British
Forces Post Office. The cost for
a bouquet is also £14.95.

Wimbledon MP Charles
Goodson-Wickes was set to
become the first Member of
Parliament to serve in uniform
since the Second World War
after volunteering to join a
medical support team in the
Gulf.

Dr Goodson-Wickes, an
occupational physician,
resigned his commission in The
Life Guards in 1977 to stand for
Parliament. He will rejoin as a
surgeon captain.

All British Servicemen held
hostage in Kuwait after Iraq’s
invasion returned home safely
just before Christmas. The
Servicemen, all members of the
British Liaison Team in
Kuwait, were freed following
the Iragi announcement on
December 6 that all foreigners
would be allowed to leave.
Fifty-three Servicemen were
held hostage and eight were in
hiding in Kuwait. There were
also nine dependants. All
returned home by December 11.

An insurance hotline has been
set up for Servicemen and
women destined for the Gulf.
Run by the Armed Forces
Financial Advisory Services
(AFFAS), it will assist with all
enquiries on life cover or
financial problems associated
with service in the Gulf.

The Gulf Helpline has been
designed for personnel under
orders to proceed to the Middle
East and the number is
available from unit pay offices.

i ¥

Soldiers from a variety of units await the arrival of more 4 Armoured Brigade equipment aboard the

BACIESL

PR

Euro Nor at Saudi Arabia. As soon as the ship docked they filed on board to drive away her cargo of

armoured vehicles

New Year honours

ORDER OF THE BATH
KCB

Lt Gen RH Swinburn, late 17/21 L; Lt
Gen MJ Wilkes, Col Commandant RA;
Lt Gen JFW Wilsey, Col D and D, Col
Commandant ACC.

cB

Maj Gen CEG Carrington, Col
Commandant RCT; Maj Gen RJS
Corbett, late 1G; Maj Gen JPW
Friedberger, Col RH; Maj Gen RL
Peck, late RE; Maj Gen D Shaw, late
REME. :

ORDER OF THE BRITISH
EMPIRE

CBE

Brig MW Betts, ADC, late RCT; Brig JB
Bloxham, ACC; Brig GR Durrant, late
RAVC; Col JV Fielding, late R Signals;
Col TJ Granville-Chapman, late RA;
Brig AIG Kennedy, late Gordons; Col
EJ Pepper, late RTR; Col AH
Protheroe, late RRW, TA, Hon Col
TAPI Pool.

0BE

Lt Col JWR Bilott, 5 Innis DG; act Col
ET Boddye, ACF, TA; Lt Col MHH
Brooke, RE: Lt Col JW Chuter, REME;
Lt Col RNR Cross, RHF; Lt Col PAD
Evans, RCT; Lt Col RJ Evans, R
Signals; Lt Col AP Grant Peterkin, QO
Hidrs; Lt Col RM Greenhouse, RRF; Lt
Col {now Col) JS Houchin, R Anglian;
Lt Col NH Kelsey, R Anglian, TA; Lt Col
PJ Knox, RWF; Lt Col LNA MacEwan,
RAOC: Lt Col AC McC Mather, Gren
Gds; Lt Col JCB Morgan, REME; Lt Col
TE O'Donnell, RAPC; act Col LJ Rose,
ACF, TA; Lt Col RJ Tilston, RMP.

MBE

Maj NA Afford, RA; WO2 CL Aston,
RE; Maj (QGO) Balkrishna Rana, GTR;
WO1 N Beavis, RAOC; Maj JA
Blackmore, RA, TA; WO1 AD
Bradshaw, RMP; Maj JM Bray, RHF;
Capt DG Bridges, Staffords, TA: Maj
AT Bruce, RA; Capt TC Byrne, RCT;
WO1 (now Lt) MJR Cotton, RAPC; Maj
(QGO) Dalman Golay, 7 GR; Maj JS
Douglas, R Irish; Maj DW Eustace, LI;
WO1 PJ Everitt, RA; Capt JA Farr,
Para; Maj DG Fisher, RCT; Maj] GA
Fryatt, RA; WO1 W Gibson, RCT, TA;
Maj RB Hobson, RCT; Maj RA
Ingleby-Mackenzie, SG; act Maj BD
Jefferies, ACF, TA; Maj EC Kimberley,
R Hamps.

Capt RW Lockwood, R Signals; Rev
TJ Makings, Chapin to Forces 3rd
Class, RAChD; Maj R McCall, RAPC;
WO1 MA Peaple, AAC; WO2 EG
Pittaway, RAOC; Capt AW Richards,
Para; Maj JH Richardson, R Signals;
WO1 H Scott, King's Own Border; Capt
RI Shipton, REME; Maj NA Shryane,
13/18 H; WO1 DA Simpson, RA; Maj
(now Lt Col) K Simpson, General List,
TA; Capt PGW Smith, RA, TA; Maj
DAC Smyth, RAPC, TA; WO2 (now Lt)
R Thornton, Queens, TA; Maj GHR
Tilney, 14/20 H; Maj IA Vere Nicoll, RA;
WO1 RG Whitford, RAOC; Maj CW
Wilks, RRW; Capt RJ Williams, RRW,
TA; Maj AG Wise, RAOC, TA.

Bar to BEM
Sgt R Garnell, RMP.

Sgt JD Andrews, RAOC; Sgt WB
Andrews, IG; SSgt C Aslett, R Signals;
Sgt DG Astley, RAMC; SSgt NWJ

Barnard, R Signals; SSgt SJ Barratt,
RAMC; BJ Bendix, R Anglian; Cpl AR
Berzins, RMP; SSgt KB Brown, RTR;
SSgt JJ Burgess, RMP; SSgt (now
WQ2y NJ Burke, RE; LCp! GCD
Burrows, R Anglian; Sgt RK Butler,
REME; SSgt (now WO2) RB Cleaves,
WFR, TA; SSgt NA Coleman, Int
Corps.

SSgt AW Dickens, DLOY, TA; SSgt
RAA Dicks, ACC, TA; SSgt A Donnelly,
Kings Own Border; Cpl RA Duff, ACC;
SSgt M Eaton, R Signals; SSgt A
Ferguson, RS; Sgt GJ Finlayson,
RRW, TA; Bdr KAJ Ford, RA; SSgt G
Harding, Yorks, TA; SSgt G Harmer,
Queens, TA; SSgt Hitparsad Thakall,
6th GR; Cpl RD Inglesant, R Signals;
SS8gt WD Ivison, QLR; Pte DA James,
RAMC; SSgt RM Jones, RMP; Sgt
CGE Kersey, Para; SSgt Krishna-
Gurung, QG Signals; SSgt Leung Mak
Shun, GTR; SSgt TA Lingard, RA, TA;
SSgt (now WO2) R Lowes, Para, TA.

Cpl MA Lynn, R Anglian; Sgt NA
Mandella, Int Corps; Sgt FD Mann, RA;
SSgt MJ Maughan, QOH; Gnr AP
McKenzie, RA; Sgt M Molyneux, 51
Highland, TA; Cpl WC Moore, RCT;
Cpl PA Q'Callaghan, ACC; Sgt R
Parry, Para; Sgt KJ Parsons, RE; Sgt
BM Resoun, R Signals, TA; SSgt MW
Roberts, RE; SSgt IE Robertson, Kings
Own Border; SSgt AP Salter, R
Signals; SSgt R Sargeant, Gren Gds;
SSgt SR Sharma, R Signals; SSgt M
Small, LI; Cpl A Smith, 17/21 L; SSgt
GW Smith, R Signals; SSgt JJ Smith,
RAQC; SSgt PG Spencer, RA; Sgt J
Thom, RA; Cpl AJ Tipping, RCT; SSgt
(now WO2) CE Tomkins, RCT; Cpl CR
Tomlinson, RE; SSgt LA Wookey, R
Signals; Bdr B Worden, RA; LCp! RJ
Wright, Staffords; SSgt WT Wright,
RAOC.




Joint team
bound for
Antarctica

A TEN-MAN Joint-Services expedition, under the leadership of
WO John Kimbrey, Royal Marines, is heading for Antarctica.

They aim to explore and
climb all the mountains of
Smith Island which lies to the
west of the Antarctic peninsula
about 750 miles south of the
Falklands.

In November HMS Endur-
ance left Portsmouth with more
than 4,000 kilos of stores for
the expedition which was due
to fly out.

Old acquaintances scaled new
heights when a climbing
expedition of the 13th/18th
Royal Hussars was supported
by Skinner’s Horse in the
conquest of the summit of
White Sail in the Kulu Valley
in the Himalayas,

The friendship between the
regiments developed after they
served in the same brigade in
Meerut in 1914,

Skinner’s Horse, which had
been the 1st Bengal Irregular
Cavalry, became the senior
Indian Cavalry regiment after
the Mutiny.

Mount Robson, the highest
peak in the Canadian Rockies,
which is climbed not more than
three or four times a year, was
conquered by a team consisting
of an officer and NCO of the
1st Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets, and a trooper
of the 4th Royal Tank
Regiment, with a Canadian
guide.

A Territorial Army officer who
joined 244 Signal Squadron
(Air Support), based at Brize
Norton, for his annual camp
ended up on top of Mt Kenya,
the country’s highest moun-
tain. An unexpected vacancy on
a climbing expedition to Kenya
and Tanzania was filled by 2nd
Lt Ashley Hayden of 37 Signal
6

Hotline
change

Tigerwatch, the Army’s
counter-terrorist hotline
in the South East, has
changed its phone num-
ber to Call Free — 0800
727272. Until now callers
have had to contact the
operator and ask for a
Freefone number.

The pundit or spiritual leader of
the Gurkha Transport Regim-
ent, Raviram Sharma, blessed
and sprinkled holy water over
men bound from Hong Kong for
the Gulf.

About 200 men of the GTR,
with a dozen attached troops
from the Queen's Gurkha
Signals, were selected to form a
new unit - 28 Ambulance
Squadron, GTR. The Gurkhas,
who first travelled to the UK to

Gurkha‘é

s

Capt Adrian Phillips (left) and C

apt Arthur Ibbots

4
=

on of 13/18 H on

the summit of White Sail (21,148ft)

Regiment (Volunteers).

Because of the conditions the
party divided so that one
section could tackle Mt
Kilimanjaro via the Heim
Glacier where an anticipated
ten-hour ascent took three
days. The net result of Exercise
High Peak was that all
members of the expedition
reached the top of at least one
notable mountain. The main
party consisted of Capts Jim
Wood and Paul Glibbery; Sgt
John Howell-Walmsley, Cpl
Colin Bentley and Sig Andrew
Wiseman,

The 20th Armoured Brigade
from Detmold and its affiliated
German unit, the 21st Panzer
Brigade, from Augustburg,
carried out a joint exercise at
BAOR’s Brigade and Battle-
group Trainer in November.
The training was the sequel to a
day’s “Exchange of Tactical
Ideas™ held in the spring. In an
era when multinational forces
in Europe are under discussion,
further co-operation between
the brigades is expected to
continue this year.

on way

train on the 1-tonne Land Rover
ambulance and brush up NBC
skills before leaving for the
Gulf, are commanded by Maj
Richard Giiroy, formerly of 31
Sgn GTR. His men have been
drawn from 20 different units.

Black
Forest
escape

TWENTY-TWO men of the
1st Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets who attended
the French Commando course
at Vieux Brissac in Southern
Germany evaded capture dur-
ing the main exercise which
consisted of a 50-kilometre
infiltration through the oppos-
ing lines in the Black Forest. A
participant said: “The French
were surprised that we man-
aged to finish, given that we
were carrying loads of 65-751b
against their 20-251b.

Twenty-four members of the
3rd Bartaglione Cernaia of the
Italian Army spent a week with
the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets, and joined in a
24-hour exercise on the Minden
South Training Area, including
an attack on the Buckenburg
FIBUA complex.

For the second year in
succession a dozen members of
44 Field Support Squadron
RE from Hameln completed a

Wedding
march,

at the
double!

Wedding plans were changed
for four young people when
they learned they had been
posted to the Guif.

Instead of marrying in the
summer as intended they
joined in a double ceremony
at Rheindahlen where Maj
Mike Cokayne, Glosters,
officiated in his capacity as
Registrar to the Garrison.

Pictured are (left) Cpl Paul
Rowland, RCT and LCpl
Nicola Mann, WRAC both
serving in 68 Squadron RCT,
and Gnr Leo Downes, of 32 Hy
Regt RA, and his bride Pte
Nicola Wilson, also of 68 Sqn.

Two days after the wedding
Cpl Rowland and both brides
were driving trucks to Emden
for loading on Gulf-bound
ships (knowing they were due
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to fly out at a later stage). »

Gnr Downes had rejoined x
his unit to prepare for *
imminent departure. i
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12-day walking and climbing

expedition to the French
Pyrénées.
@ o o

A group of senior NCOs from
55 Training Squadron RE
were accompanied by Dunkirk
veteran John Brown, son of
WO2 (SSM) Alan Brown, when
they visited war cemeteries near
Boulogne soon after November
11. At Terlingthun they laid a
wreath provided by 3 Training
Regiment RE.

RAF Pumas were used to
deliver the 6th/7th Battalion,
The Queen’s Regiment (V), in
an exercise attack on objectives
in Kielder Forest, North-
umberland, during their annual
camp. One company also
carried out an assault boat
mission against the Kielder
Dam. The battalion was also
required to escort a new RAF
air defence radar system from
Kielder to the RAF/USAF
Electronic Warfare Training
School at RAF Spadeadam.
The camp took place at
Otterburn, in typical North-
umbrian weather prompting

one recruit to tell Lt Gen Sir
Peter de la Billiere, visiting
before leaving for the Middle
East: “The Army could at least
have chosen a warmer and nicer
training area.”

A ten-man team from the 4th
Battalion, Yorkshire Volun-

teers scraped home three
points ahead of the nearest

rivals when 36 TA units
competed in Devil’s Leap, a
weekend competition testing all
military skills on the gale-swept
moors near Catterick. It was
the third win in a row for 4

Yorks, the winning team,
under CSgt Dave Braisby, from
Barnsley.

Faced with the same weather
conditions ten girls from 3
Yorks (V) showed commend-
able stamina to take the
women’s prize in exercise
Maiden Scurry in which 30
teams competed.

Tpr Thomson (4 RTR), Lt Greenwood (1 RGJ), LCpl Cassidy (1 RGJ)
and Canadian guide Barry Blanchard on Mount Robson. See story
in Page 14

First prize won in the SSAFA
annual lottery — a Peugeot 205
Cabriolet presented by Nato-
cars — went to an RAF flight
lieutenant whose ticket was
drawn by a Wren.

The Royal Armoured Corps
will be supporting the Royal
Tournament at Earls Court this
year but the usual Battle Day at
Gallows Hill, Bovington,
Dorset, has been cancelled. It is
intended to hold it again in July
next year, circumstances per-
mitting.

Sappers of 23 Amphibious
Engineer Squadron have
erected an L-shaped 14ft-high
fragment of the Berlin Wall
bought by Hameln Stadt
Council as a civic monument.
Four members of 1 Troop
spent a day and a half putting
the 2.8 tonne piece of masonry
in position.

The newly-formed C Company
of the 1st Battalion, The
Wessex Regiment (Rifle
Volunteers), raised at New-
bury, Berks, expanded from 23
to 90 men in less than six
months and was welcomed on
its first big parade by the cheers
of the other companies
gathered at Dorchester.
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voices will answer “yes”
unison.

| ron, RCT.

MC Sgn and Karen,

Karen explained:
“Rick, who was in the
Gulf for the arrival of
7 Armoured Brigade,
was down for a
second tour. The fact
| that we are married
had nothing to do
with my coming out
here.

“It happened
| through a series of
coincidences when
a vacancy arose
and there was a
shortage of male
soldiers, and | found
myself also attached
to 59 MC Sgn. It
is better then being
stuck at home on
****************

spotted,
ior!

Major! |

Eagle-eyed Sgt Maj Phil Kin ' QUE 'N'¢C _

e e ns HE QUEENS L ANCASHIRE

Queen's Lancashire Regiment [ . ' m

prevented a major tragedy while GMENT :

walching troops abseiling from o

an RAF Puma helicopter

hovering 40ft up.

He noticed an inspection
hatch cover on the tail was loose
and in danger of breaking free. If
it had done so it would have
smashed the tail rotor, causing
the Puma with three members of
crew and seven passengers on
board to crash.

He immediately alerted the

crewman and the pilots made an
emergency landing — to discover

that the hatch hinge had broken In recognition of his quick- Show” flight safety award, a
| and the cover was being thinking, Sgt Maj King has been rather unusual distinction for a
. retained only by its catch. presented with the RAF's “‘Good soldier.

If togetherness

When someone in the Gulf my own at Christmas.”
asks: “Is Cpl Emberson Karen and Rick do not
here?”, the chances are two  have their own conjugal tent.

They are husband and and Pte Julie Ross. Rick
wife, Rick and Karen, works on the offloading of
married for 18 months and  ships, and Karen on compu-
now serving together in 59  ters.

Movement Control Squad- She said: “Quite honestly

Rick is normally with 50  times we see each other are

| WRAC clerk, is usually coincide.”

attached to 55 MC Sagn, Rick said: “‘| just want to

both at South Cerney, the  get on with the job. We will

| Army’'sAirMountingCentre.  celebrate our  Christmas
59 MC Sgn went to the  when we are back home and

Gulf to handle the arrival have saved opening our

of 4 Armoured Brigade. presents until then.”

FIRST BATTALION

in  She shares hers with WRAC
Pte Tracey Hetherington

we are so busy the only

a atmeal times and if our shifts
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Sgt Ossie Richards

Kegworth
rescue
award

Sapper Sgt Ossie Richards was
one of the first people on the
scene of the Kegworth air
disaster, and his actions in the
following franctic hours have
earned him a Royal Humane
Society certificate.

Ossie, who is serving at the
Army Apprentices’ College, Chep-
stow, was returning with friend Cpl
Malcolm Cameron from New
Year celebrations in Scotland
when the British Midland jet
crashed on the M1 just 75m
ahead of them.

While Malcolm went to the front
of the aircraft where he rescued a
child and reached other survivors,
Ossie went to the back to get out a
man with two broken legs. In all,
47 people died in the crash.

The two soldiers spent two
hours at the crash site before
police gave them the go-ahead to
leave.

Paras’ rose

Lord St Oswald prepares another consignment of the
new hybrid tea rose Red Beret, bred at Nostell Priory,
the Wakefield seat of the fifth baron. The rose was
cross-bred to create its distinctive deep red colour in
honour of the golden jubilee of Airborne Forces. Lord St
Oswald (71) was severely wounded while serving with
the Parachute Regiment in North Africa during the
Second World War. He said that profits from the sale of
the rose, which costs £4.95 by post, would be donated to
the £4m Airborne Forces appeal.

Two young soldiers from 35 Engineer
Regiment will get their names in the
Guinness Book of Records after breaking
the world rollerski record. Spr Mark
Marsden, pictured above with international
skier LCpl Ed Nicoll (left), bettered both
distance and time to set a new record of
438.123km in 29hr 40min 12sec. And LCpl
Richard McPherson (inset, right) con-
tinued on his merry way to establish a new
world endurance record of 30hr 4min 21sec.
The old record of 435.9km in 30hr 2min was
set in 1989 by 19 Field Regiment RA.

Cadet Cpl Steven Frazer proudly displays the coveted
Royal Irish Rangers’ trophy awarded annually at the R
Irish Depot in St Patrick's Barracks, Ballymena since
1974. Participants are restricted to cadets wearing the
distinctive Rangers' caubeen from ACF detachments in
Northern Ireland and Merseyside and compete in a
number of tests based on cadet training.

The Queen Mother thanks Daniella Shipp (6), daughter
of former sapper Shaun Shipp, for the posy she is
holding. The Queen Mother is the patron of the Soldiers’,
Sailors' and Airmen’s Families Association (SSAFA), and
was opening the organisation's new central office in
Queen Elizabeth Street, London SE1.




Interview: Laurie Manton

FOR more than 40 years, Spike Milligan —
Goon, comic genius and author — has
suffered guilt over a wartime episode that
broke his spirit and ended his active
service soldiering.

“I got bomb-happy. That’s a cover word
for when you’ve had enough. In the First
World War it was called shell-shock and 1
would have been shot as a coward.

“I volunteered to take a supply party to
an observation post, but halfway up the
hillside, an absolute barrage of mortars
came down on us. I don’t know what
happened. One burst near me and I
seemed to go up in the air. I would have
stayed up there if I'd known what was
good for me.

“I started to cry and stammer and said
“k * % * this!” and started to wander
downbhill. I left the party there, which was
very wrong of me. I didn’t realise at this
stage that I'd been wounded in the leg.

“I know I was in a bad state and
shouldn’t be going, but I thought I can’t
goon ...

“Anyway, Dipper Dai — Gawd bless him
— got hold of me and took me down the
hill. Mortars followed us all the way down.

“At the dressing station, I was given
some hot, sweet tea . . . [ saw all the other
blokes had blood on them and then noticed
I had blood over my boots. They gave me
some tablets and I seemed to go quiet.

“They put me in an ambulance and as it
passed through the gun lines I started to
jump.

“The soldier next to me, with his arm in
a sling, put his free arm round me saying,
“There, there mate’. It was a wonderful
moment of tenderness. I'd love to meet
him again.”

Taken to Caserta hospital, he was told
he could not return to his regiment.

“I was really demoralised not being with
the boys. They gave me this new deep
sleep treatment where they put you asleep
with Sodium Amatol for two weeks. The
wards were full of these silent men under
treatment.

“When I came to, they said they
couldn’t risk me going back up the line.
They said I might let my pals down, and
they never let me go back. There’s a sense
of guilt about leaving your mates. I always
felt guilty about it. I always will.”

Spike Milligan was a fourth generation
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gunner, His forebears saw service with the
Roval Artillery all over the world,
including campaigns in Burma, India and
Mesopotamia. The family, he says, were
the victims of the Irish potato famine when
the only way to stay alive was to volunteer
for the British Army.

Uniform and ceremonial made an early
impression on the young Milligan.

“The Indian regiments looked superla-
tive — Skinner’s Light Horse in yellow with
black puggarees and orange and lemon
pennants, all the lance heads polished like
silver. The horses looked as if they
had been varnished.

“All the hooves were polished by
the Scyce boys, who even sandpapered the
horseshoes. It was like seeing the last days
of the Roman Empire.”

Milligan first donned uniform while at
St Paul’s High School in Rangoon where
he enlisted as a cadet in the 14th Machine
Gun Company, 3rd Field Brigade Royal
Artillery — an auxiliary brigade — becoming
expert in the use of the .303 rifle and the
Vickers machine gun.

Most of his class-mates were Anglo-
Burmese and he suffered racial prejudice
in reverse. “White wog or white cockroach
they used to call me.”

Before call-up, Milligan was employed
as a fitter at Woolwich Arsenal, where he
worked on wireless sets, so it was no
surprise to find himself posted as a
signaller in the Royal Artillery.

“In training, you sent the occasional
warning message to other units, but it
would be preceded by a codeword to
indicate it was not to be acted upon.

“I sent this message out all along the
coast saying: ‘Two German warships in the
Channel. Submarine in wake. Men
scrambling down sides of destroyers and
getting into pontoon boats.’

“There was uproar. Half the south coast
had been put on alert, but my major was
very nice about it. ‘Don’t do it again,
Milligan’ was all he said.”

First deployment for Milligan was to
Bexhill, where the regiment had sited 9.2
howitzers which had been in action on the
Marne during the First World War.

Before embarking for North Africa, his
regiment sat down to an embarkation
dinner where Maj Chater Jack, DSO MC,
told them: “Gentlemen, the Royal

Main picture: Terry Champion

Spike's old regiment, 56 Heavy, in
action in Tunisia, early 1943

Artillery has an appointment with the
Boche, and we never break our
appointments.”

Spike manned a Bofors gun mounted on
the deck of the troopship and in the Straits
of Gibraltar an Italian bomber started to
circle the ship.

“It didn’t drop bombs or shoot, just
took photos. My mate thought it would be
a waste of ammunition to shoot at it. An
officer wanted to know what we were
doing. ‘Just talking about it,” we told him.
‘What do you mean, talking about it.
Shoot it down.” So we opened up and it
pulled away.”

When the ship passed Tangier, Milligan
was tempted to desert. ‘“The world was
blacked out but Tangier was all bright
lights. I actually thought, ‘Wait a minute.
I can get out of this. I'm a good swimmer.
I can go for it and get myself interned for
the duration.’

“I tried to talk my mate, Doug
Kitchland, into it.

“‘Don’t be a bloody fool’,” he said,
‘What kind of life would you lead?’
Anyway, he talked me out of it.”

Having landed at Algiers, the regiment
drove overland to the Tunisian front where
Spike came under fire. “I was asked to
take a line up to an observation post. Guns
were going off all over the place. I looked
up at a tree and there was a startling burst
of purple scarlet flame and the tree just
went.

“Another three went off and I realised it
was German 88s, so [ * ®* * * * off pretry
quick.”

When the North African campaign was
over, the regiment ended up in Italy,

Spike Milligan today. He lost his original issue mug in a recent move

landing at Salerno.

A bout of sandfly fever took Milligan
out of the line until the regiment had
reached the Volturno Plain. The Germans
were pushed back up into the hills beyond
the Garigliano river.

“It became trench warfare around
Cassino, where there were some really
nasty OPs because Jerry had learned the
new trick of firing airbursts. Shells would
burst in the air over the trenches, raining
down shrapnel.

“l remember sitting in the trench at
Monte Trocchio with Lt Walker. He was a
very dry English officer. In the most trying
of circumstances he would say ‘Good
morning. Did you get your tea this
morning, Milligan?’ I was scared. I didn’t
care about tea, I just wanted to live. But he
went on, ‘Is your mother writing to you?’

“I wondered when he was going to stop,
and why he didn’t say he was frightened
like me, but he didn’t. These airbursts just
went on and on and I became numbed. I
muttered, ‘I ought to geta * * * * * * *
medal for this!” ‘T’ll write to the King
straight away’, said Lt Walker.”

That night, Milligan was sent back to
collect rations from the rear of Monte
Trocchio.

“It was a hell of a place. There were all
these blokes with their capes glistening in
the rain and mules that had brought up the
rations. After collecting two big pots of
stew and tea, I heard a voice say, ‘Guards’
rum ration’, so [ took it. When I got back,
I said, ‘Never mind about the food, look
what I've got.’

“During the night there was a terrible
stonk (concentration of artillery fire) and a

German infantry attack. We knew nothing
about it, being asleep in the bottom of the
trench as Germans jumped over the top
and shot people.

“We awoke in the morning and our
relief came at dawn. He crawled in saying,
“That was a terrible attack. How did you
cope?’ ‘What attack?’, we said.”

Last year Spike presented a dozen
bottles of rum to the Guards to make up
for what he took that night in Italy.

“There were instances of incredible
bravery. British soldiers don’t like to be
moved out of a slit trench once they have
dug it. That’s why they are so good at
defence. I dug that trench and I don’t want
any German taking it over. That was the
feeling.

“We were at our gun positions one night
and dinner was nearly ready. Lonnie May
was the cook and an airburst set fire to the
canvas cover of an ammunition lorry.

“We all ran away and hid in trees and
trenches, but Lonnie got into the lorry and
drove it down the hill. The canvas burnt
out without blowing up the charges, and
he ran back.

“I] told him I thought he was pretty
brave. ‘Brave?’ he said. ‘Brave my arse.
I’d only just cooked the dinner and didn’t
want it blowed up!’” He got a Mention in
Dispatches for that. I'd have given him
more.”’

Milligan was Mentioned in Dispatches
himself for making repeated journeys to an
OP on Stuka Ridge. “I’d been going there
continually for five days and nights with
very little sleep. In a way, I used to enjoy
1t.

“Finally, the OP came under fire and we

Spike
Milligan

couldn’t get any grub up to them. I said I
would go and strapped canisters of food
and tea to my back and made my way
there. Afterwards, Lt Goldsmith, who had
been at the OP, told me he had put me in
for a Mention.”

Milligan’s most exciting experience
came when the Germans got round the
back of the British lines.

“Qur wagon lines were being evacuated.
Running away would be a better way of
putting it. I was up the OP and came back
to find everyone limbering up . . . so I ran
to get my kit from the hut and heard
bullets whizzing.

“ looked up the hill and saw a lot of
what I thought were American soldiers
. . . I had never seen German paratrooper
helmets before. So I shouted out: ‘Don’t
shoot! We’re British’, which brought a
further hail of bullets.

“l had this tommy gun and I
instinctively ran backwards and fired it up
the hill before jumping on the Bren carrier
which drove us away at speed. As we drove
across the Plain, they got our range and
shells burst in a line around the guns. It
was an exciting day.”

Many vyears after the war,
Milligan met a former German
paratrooper who may have been one of
those shooting at him.

“We met for dinner. It was a strange
experience meeting a guy who had been
trying to kill you. At the end of the meal,
he wrote on the menu, ‘This has been a
wonderful day, sorry I missed you on
February 26, 1943°

At the meeting of the two former
adversaries, Milligan recounted the tale of
how he once saved a German soldier.

“We were in a Bren carrier behind
Stuka Ridge. There was an early morning
mist and he had just got a brew going and
started to shave.

“Suddenly a lone German halftrack
appeared with its driver singing. Several
rounds of phosphorous were fired at it and
the driver’s trousers were set on fire. I
rushed over with a dixie full of water that I
threw over him. Trouble was, the water
was boiling hot and the German dashed
about screaming. We took him prisoner
and found his leg was very badly burnt.”

After release from the military hospital,
Spike worked as a camp clerk, wine waiter
and driver before joining the Central Pool
of Artists and playing his full part in
entertaining the troops.

He left the Army in 1946 and feels the
post-war humour of Harry Secombe and
others came out of the Army experience.

“After all, the British Army is part Goon
Show, isn’t it? Imagine white-washing
stones and sergeant majors who shout,
‘Silence when you speak to me.” ”

Today, Spike Milligan (72), keeps in
touch with his former comrades through
the annual reunion of 56 Heavy Regiment
and the pages of Gunner magazine.
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Proof of
the pudding

FEW compliments can be as
sincere as that paid by the US
Marines to the Army Catering
Corps in the Gulf. A couple of
weeks after the Force Mainte-
nance Area had been estab-
lished it was noticed that
Americans driving past a
British ‘chow line’ were quite
likely to pull up, get out and
join the queue.

All reports indicate that the
caterers have done a magnifi-
cent job in feeding the troops
despite sometimes having to
produce chips in what amounts
to almost infernal conditions.
Tom likes his chips, regardless
of the heat.

Maj Cliff Noones, who
arrived in the Gulf as SO2
Catering, and Maj Norman
Larke, 7 Armd Bde Catering
Officer, reckoned that within
two months more than a million
meals had been served.

In the celebrated Tent City
2,000 occupants were getting
three a day, exclusive of
containers and packed meals
being issued.

One successful innovation
copied from our US allies is the
widespread use of disposable
plastic plates and cutlery
instead of the traditional metal
mess tins and ‘“KFs”. This
practice is eminently more
hygienic ... and of course
saves on using precious water
for washing-up.

Pedigree
rodent

If Operation Granby will be
remembered for anything, it
will be the Desert Rat symbol
which has appeared in
ever-increasing numbers on
tanks, signboards, T-shirts,
mugs and tattoos, as well as
shoulder badges.

Now it can be embroidered
on cushions by mums, wives
and girlfriends — with the
distinguished backing of the
Royal School of Needlework.

The design of the little
russet-coloured jerboa, adopted
by the 7th Armoured Brigade
in the Second World War, has a
“registered pedigree’”’. The
National Army Museum pro-
vided an original badge and
final approval was received
from 7 Armd Bde, who had
submitted an official drawing

SOLDIER to Soldier

“Meet Helen Reed — one of the vital links between families at home

and forces in the Guif. Helen sorts out the mountain of requests
received by the British Forces Broadcasting Service. About half
are passed to Simon Bates of BBC Radio One and the rest go into a
Gulf request programme which she co-produces with Simon
Gittigier. “May | make my own request through SOLDIER?" she
asked. “Pen pals for the lads are urgently needed.”

before departing from their
German headquarters.

With tén per cent of sales
going to SSAFA, the Desert
Rat kit can be ordered for £12,
plus £1.50 p&p, from the Royal
School of Needlework Mail
Order Service, Little Barring-
ton, Burford, Oxon OX8 4TE
(tel: 0451 4433).

Desert
edition

The heat, the flies and the
dust may try his patience, but
it will take a lot more than that
for the British soldier in the
Gulf to be parted from his
sense of humour.

When Sqn Ldr Pat McKin-
lay set about editing a
tri-Service weekly newspaper
for our men and women in the
region one of his first priorities
was to find a ttle - so he
organised a competition.

It was Cpl Steve Meens, of 40
Tield Workshop, REME, who
came up with The Sandy
Times,
him the 500-rival prize.

Sqn Ldr McKinlay’s UK
duties as a member of the
Command Briefing Team at
RAF Strike Command, High
Wycombe, will stand him in
good stead for his solo role as
editor, sub-editor, graphic

and his wry wit won .

artist and reporter of the
eight-pager printed locally with
an initial run of 3,000.

But he is relying on units and
individuals to contribute photo-
graphs and articles and urges
people to write in.

“I want to hear of people’s
experiences and how they see
things,” he said. “They would
be well worth having. First
World War literature is replete
with such experiences. This is
history and we are playing a
part in it.”

BAA on
the up

Spike Milligan, whose re-
miniscences and feelings ab-
out his Army service are
recorded elsewhere in this
edition, is hoping to be able to
attend a British Army Associa-
tion fund-raising dinner in the
spring.

The zany comic, who is the
Association’s national presi-
dent, has been invited as guest
of honour at the Margate event
in March, along with his fellow
Goon Sir Harry Secombe, the
Maidstone branch president.

Since a piece appeared in this
column last April the Associa-
tion has grown to 23 branches
and applications for mem-
bership and new branch
inquiries have been received
from BAOR and California, as
well as from all over the UK.

Details about membership of
the association, which supports
the Army Benevolent Fund,
can be obtained from the
national secretary, c/o The
Royal British Legion, 14 Cliff
Street, Ramsgate, Kent CT11
SHS.

Finally. . .

Former Japanese prisoner-of-
war Mr David Clemens, 75, of
Colchester, has published his
autobiography in the hope of
raising £3,000 for charity.

Mr Clemens, a former
top-class athlete, aims to donate
the proceeds to the North Essex
branch of rthe Far East
Prisoners-of-War  Association
and Hamilton Lodge for
handicapped people.

Books can be obtained by
telephoning 0206 240374.
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UP FRONT

“FAR UP FRONT” is how they normally describe the
operating area of Wolfenbuttel-based 1st The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards, and the Gulf is no exception for the regiment whose A

Squadron is acting as the eyes and ears of 7 Armoured Brigade.

Its role is to carry out forward reconnaissance of enemy
positions, far in advance of the brigade’s main battle groups. In

Saudi Arabia the squadron is working closely with the

Americans, and comes under the command of the 1st Marine
Division. It is currently working with the United States Marine
Corps’ 4th Recon battalion and with infantry dug in on the

ground.

Troop leader of 2nd Troop is 2nd Lt Sandor Carter who, in
common with all his men, has found working in the desert
vastly different to the way they operated in BAOR.

“In Germany, you had roads
and forests and definite
landmarks you can read by.
Out here the map is just yellow
and looks rather like a piece of
sandpaper.

“We do, of course, have
satellite navigation equipment
which is very useful,” he said.

The squadron had just come
out of the line after several hard
weeks of work-up exercises,
but training had not come to a
stop.

Explained Lt Carter: “We
have come to this location to
give the men a chance to relax.
It is termed ‘enjoyable progres-
sive training’. There is a day off
and then we spend a number of
days exercising in desert tactics
and NBC, followed by another
day of rest. The cycle just goes
on and on.”

QDG’s Logistics Troop is in
the charge of Capt Tim
Robinson, the EME, whose
men are responsible for keeping
the fighting elements of the
squadron on the road and
ensuring that it gets all its fuel,
rations, and ammunition.

The troop, which works
extremely long hours, compris-
es three different parts — a fitter
section which goes forward
with the troops in two tracked
vehicles to do immediate
repairs; an SQMS department
dealing with combat supplies;
and a Royal Corps of Transport
immediate-replenishment
group responsible for keeping
the squadron topped up with
second-line combat supplies.

Spare a thought for the
squadron armourer, Cpl Marth-
ew Mather, who is responsible
for the repair of small arms and
the Rarden cannon fitted on the
Scimitars, and also gets
involved in fixing the troop’s
petrol cookers and all manner
of bits and pieces.
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“It is impossible in an
environment like this to keep
weapons clear of sand. You just
do what you can,” he said.

Squadron commander is Maj
Hamish MacDonald.

He said: “I think what
helped was the initial mainte-
nance, servicing and training
that we did in BAOR. It stood
us in very good stead. When
the vehicles arrived here my
men had been out ten days and
acclimatised, so that, when
they did go out into the desert,
not only was the man
comfortable but the machine
performed extremely well.

“For example, over the six
weeks we have been in the
desert, we have only had two
engine changes, two gearbox
changes and one final drive.
That, for a squadron, is quite

QDG soldiers clear their weapons before the heli-lift exercise

QDG goes
to work

with the

US Marines
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remarkable. The actual vehicles
themselves seem to go better.
They like the desert.

“The radios suffered initially
until we learned how to cool
and maintain them. Now they
work extrememly well and have
a very good range and
reliability.

“Our surveillance equipment
works well, especially the
thermal-imaging kit.

“We couldn’t ask for better
main armament than the 30mm
Rarden cannon, and Swingfire
was fired for the first time live
in an all-arms battle back in
November. Out of 12 missiles,
we got nine hits and two
misses. One missile did go
awry, but that was after a good
55km thrashing over the desert.
Anybody who thinks the
system is not robust is wrong.”

Maj MacDonald described
the new uniform and combat
body armour as excellent, but
found NBC operations diffi-
cult.

“It does require training and
acclimatisation and it does need
the commander to assess the
situation a little more thorough-
ly than he did in Germany.
There he would just stuff the
people in it and leave them in
it. Here, you cannot do that.

“Morale is high. We like
being on our own ...
independence of action has
always been a recce function. I
am also very lucky that the
squadron is a small composite
of the regiment and the men are
proud of what they are doing.

“They like working with the
Marines, and we have varied
the tasks they’re doing -

A QDG Scorpion with shredded hessian camouflage.

In attendance are driver Tpr Steve Williams,

gunner Tpr Philip Jones and commander Sgt Martin Gardner, of A Squadron, 2nd Troop
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A Sea Stallion CH53 Echo helicopter hitches up a CVRT. Doing the hitching are men of the US Army’s

Combat Services Support Detachment

anything from long advance to
contacts, mainly at night,
through to minefield clearance
operations. We have also
developed an indirect fire cell,
channelling in all the resources
of artillery, air and naval
gunfire support.

“We are now developing

heli-borne operations which
will allow us to move a
considerable distance at some
speed.

“We are about to go into
another live-fire, which will be
preceded by a heli-borne lift in
which the squadron will be
moved more than 50km by air.

“It’s the start of a long and
intricate process, but un-
doubtedly this extra capability
gives us an independent
flexibility that will be very
useful to any commander in the
future.

“We are a small force, but I
think we are a well-trained

Four soldiers from 1 Armd Div
Tpt Regt serving with QDG.
From top to bottom are Sgt

Steve Clancey, LCpl John
Kendrick, Dvr Jez Quinn and
Dvr Jonah Jones

force, well adapted to the
desert, and with teeth. That
actually keeps the boys’ morale
up without doubt.

“I think it is important that
we try to act as normally as we
can out here. In the waiting
game, you cannot be ‘hard’
operational 24 hours a day for
weeks.

“A lot of people who come
out are still conditioned by
Germany and train for train-
ing’s sake. We are in a
completely different ball game
here — we are training for war.

“The main preoccupation of
the squadron has been not only
training hard, but also of when
are they going home, and what
they have got to look forward to
when they go home. Certainly,
out here, it focuses one’s
attention on the better things of
life.”
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TO THE
OCCASION

CHALLENGER, and the men
who drive the Army’s main
battle tank, have coped
superbly with desert condi-
tions, says the commanding
officer of The Royal Scots
Dragoon Guards, Lt Col John
Sharples.

“Men and machines are
standing up well to life in the
desert,” he said. “The boys
have adjusted to their sur-
roundings commendably well
since we arrived here. It was
still quite hot — 110 degrees —
but they acclimatised quickly
and we had no heat casualties at
all, which is quite an
achievement.

“There has been tremendous
improvisation and above all my
men have maintained that
irrepressible sense of humour
which is always so important to
the maintenance of morale.”

Col Sharples said that his
regiment’s Challenger main
battle tanks had coped with
desert conditons extremely
well. “Challenger was original-

Above - Desert conditions present no problems to these
Challenger main battle tanks of the Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards pictured on exercise in Saudi Arabia. Men and
machines have adapted well to the harsh desert
environment

‘Challenger
meeting all
expectations’

Lt Col John Sharples
ly designed to operate in this
climate and was destined to go
to the Iranians. Some of the
problems we expected to occur
did not and the tanks are
meeting all expectations.”

Navigation in the desert was
very different from Germany.

“The desert is very bare and
you might just as well operate
on a piece of sandpaper. We
have the benefit of satellite
navigation aids so we can keep
people on the straight and
narrow, but on the whole we
have had few problems with
navigation.”

The colonel praised his
regimental band, whose mem-
bers took on strength eight
APC ambulances which they
have learnt to drive, maintain
and navigate.

“Although an alarmingly
new experience for the musi-
cians, it has really developed
their military skills in a very
short space of time and
provided a boost to our own
soldiers’ confidence.

“The casualty evacuation
side of life is clearly an
important part of our training
because if we go to war that is
an aspect that we must have
confidence in. We are spending

a lot of time on that training to
ensure that if someone does
become a casualty they know
they are going to be evacu-
ated.”

Col Sharples has become a
popular focus of attention with
press photographers because of
his habit of wearing a shemagh
— Arab head-dress.

“I used to have this when I
was on loan service with the
Omani Army in the Gulf,” he
explained.

“It is normal head-dress for
the Omani soldier and is very
practical, particularly in very
dusty conditions.

“What I normally do is to
wrap it well round my face,
which saves you from dying out
in the sun and protects you
from the enormous amount of
dust that clogs up your eyes,
ears and nose.”

So practical is the shemagh
that the British Army is set to
issue an official version of its
own to desert troops.

@ Turn to next page
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Hygiene is all important, so “keep everything off the floor” is the

motto of popular Sgt Pete Byrne ACC (right) who leads the cooks’
fight for cleanliness ... and that includes the Christmas tree. Cpl
lain Caldwell fixes Bimbley Bear to the top of the tree.

“Sand gets everywhere so every cooking utensil is carefully
wiped clean before use,” says Sgt Byrne.

Desert sand is
mixed blessing

LIFE in the desert has been a
healthy occupation for men of
The Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards, suggests the regiment’s
medical officer, Capt Chris
Calcot, RAMC, whose role
within the Regimental Aid Post
is to take charge of medical
training and equipment and
treat patients and casualties, as
well as advising the comman-
ding officer on matters medical.

“On the whole, the sand is a
good thing. The climate is
warm, dry and to a great

Scots DG

@® From Page 17

Purchased locally, it will be
light brown and white.

“It’s a very useful bit of kit
and the sooner the boys get it
the better,” commented Col
Sharples.
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extent, disease-free. There was
a problem with gastro-enteritis
but we managed to cope with it.
We expected it, but it is less of
a problem than we thought,

“On the whole, I would say it
is a healthier environment than
BAOR, where exercises take
place in damp conditions.
Here, it is warm and dry and
the sand is very clean as long as
you avoid places where camels
and goats have been.”

Said Capt Calcot: “The local
wildlife has not proved a
problem. We have seen a few
snakes but no one has been
bitten. Scorpions are around in
great numbers and they tend to
hide in our equipment and the
camouflage nets at night.

““‘Around half-a-dozen people
have been stung without any
serious effects at all. It’s like a
painful wasp sting. It lasts up to
an hour and then the people are
fine.”

Three members of Brig Cordingley’s tank crew are Tpr Bill
McCarthy, Cpl Alan Smith and LCpl Kevin Stevely

British Forces Commander Middle East, Lt Gen Sir Peter de la Billiere,

photo-call in the desert

Cin Mark Ganney REME guars le entrance to St Andrews Camp,
a temporary R and R refuge for members of Scots DG

A sunny smile from the Rev
Phillip Majcher, RAChD, padre
to Scots DG

(back to camera) chats to members of A Squadron Scots DG before a

s = il

Plastic plates and cutlery are the order of the day for these men of Scots D
A2 Echelon as they grab a bite before sundown. From left are Tpr Gerry
Donelly, Pioneer Pat Wright RPC and Tpr Gavin Arneil

Hit band
provides

cover

NEARLY twenty vears after
the regimental band of the
Scots DG had a worldwide hit
with the record Amazing
Grace, band and bandmaster
find themselves in the Gulf
providing medical cover.
Explained the Bandmaster,
WOl Alf Alshaw: “The
majority of musicians in the
Army have the secondary role
of regimental medical assistant
and as such we are supplying
medical cover to individual

Band aid! Sgt Bob Minnis (behind) looks on as LCpl Victor

Baranowski and Bdsm Mick Chaneler remove a stretcher

squadrons and assisting the
regimental medical officer in
the RAP (regimental aid
post).”

Interesting historical point is
the fact that when the red cross
arm bands are issued, they are
stamped with an official

International Red Cross author-
isation to validate them.

The band took its instru-
ments and recently performed
at the United States Marine
Corps birthday parade, as well
as playing at a number of
British Army remembrance

LCpl Rod Mason and SSgt Glen Crease with Achmed. Waddi

derives from the storemen’s stock question — “Wha'dya want?”

services in the region.

“We had them with us in the
desert, but found sand was
getting into the trombone slides
and gumming up the keys of
the flute,” said WO1 Alshaw.

“Because of the heat, we did
not bring out ceremonial

uniforms so we dress in combat
kits for the occasion — it’s the
first time I have ever worn
combats on an Army band
engagement before.”
® Amazing Grace has sold
more than 19m records and
royalties continue to roll in.
19



Waghorn

From left are Ptes Jonathan
Chadburn, Marcus Ling, Cpl
Phil Motley and Pte Waggy

THERE MAY be lots of Rats
in the desert, but there is only
one Desert Duck, say the men
of 518 Pioneer Company RPC.
Their special mascot is Home-
less the wandering amphibian.

Homeless was the brainchild
of a former OC who came up
with the idea of a duck who
wanders the globe carrying all
his belongings on a stick;
outwardly fairly miserable but
quite happy at heart. This sums
up the mobile nature of the unit
who in their peacetime estab-
lishment support all three
Services.

“We carry out operational
tasks for the Ministry of
Defence throughout the world.
My location board shows my
men deployed in Northern
Ireland, the Falkland Islands,
Belize, Cyprus, Germany and
with BATUS in Canada,” said
the OC, Maj Colin Code.

“More recently I have sent
soldiers to Kenya, Gibraltar,

20

BAOR and Sardinia.” Because
of its heavy operational
commitments, deployment on
Operation Granby has led to
the company being reinforced
by platoons from 187, 522 and
521 Pioneer Companies.

The list of tasks undertaken
in the Gulf is impressive,
including assisting the Royal
Engineers with artisan, plumb-
ing and carpentry support,
manning defensive positions
and providing welcome assist-
ance to the REME.

“They call us the master of
no trades but the jack of all.
For example, it seems silly to
take highly-skilled REME
craftsmen away from vehicles
being repaired because engine
parts require ferrying around,
so my men help out by driving
the supply vehicles,” said Maj
Code.

One of the toughest roles is
the ten-day tour of duty at
Hellhole 2 (ASP2) where the

WO2 (CSM) Dave Long of 518 Coy. The pennant shows Desert
Duck dressed for the part - as a soldier of the Foreign Legion

Pioneers provide guards and a
quick-reaction force.

At gun position 24 Delta, Pte
Brian Lafferty was manning a
Browning .50 calibre machine
gun which provided defensive
fire support to the guards
manning the main gate. The
weapon was provided by the
Americans who trained the
Pioneers in its use.

Resting on a camp bed
beneath a mosquito net was

LCpl Ian Jackson, who
explained the net was essential
to keep away the (flies.
“Without it the off-duty men
would get no sleep,” he said.

SSgt Kevin Shields of 2
Platoon spoke of the dust
storms that sweep the area
every two weeks. “I have to
issue all my men with goggles
to keep the dust out of their
eyes. You just can’t see a
thing.”



Bulk
fuel
unit
tests
ew

tanker

TALK about putting a tiger in
the tank! BAOR’s one and only
bulk fuel squadron transported
and distributed five million
litres during the first six weeks
of Op Granby.

Having sailed with half-full
tanks, every 7 Armd Bde
Group vehicle landing at the
port of entry was topped up by
A Troop (2nd Lt Adrian
Thurgood) of 9 Squadron,
Royal Corps of Transport.

In BAOR the role of the
squadron (OC Maj John
Goodall) is to take fuel from
depots and bulk installations
and carry it forward to the
armoured division’s transport
regiments.

In Saudi Arabia the role is
similar and the tankers are a
familiar sight on the roads.

It has been calculated that if
one of them were to run as far
as the fuel it carries would take
it, it would cover 56,000km.

The whole of Tiger Squad-
ron — it adopted the crest a few
years ago — has 100 bulk fuel
specialists who work round the
clock in shifts.

It is totally self-contained
and completely mobile.

It refuels everything from a

The new all-wheel drive Bedford is put through its paces

motor cycle to a tank
transporter, including a host of
civilian vehicles on contract to
the Army, buses, lowloaders,
vans and so on.

The tankers (apart from the
unit bulk fuel equipments used
for domestic purposes) are of
two types, carrying either
12,000 or 22,500 litres.

A single tanker of the 22,500
litre size can fuel an entire

LCpl Mike Newton of 9 Sqn RCT adjusts the tyre pressure

squadron of main battle tanks —
even if their fuel gauges show
empty.

Every soldier is drilled in
vital safety regulations, such as
the earthing of vehicles against
static electrical discharge which
could cause a fire.

They are also well trained in
fire fighting.

With the amount of skill
available it is not surprising

that 9 Squadron was asked to
trial a brand new tanker
concept.

The exclusive pictures by
SOLDIER photographer Mike
Weston show the vehicle being
tested in desert conditions in
Eastern Saudi Arabia.

It is the all-wheel drive
Bedford, designed to carry
20,000 litres of fuel across
country, and it goes under the
designation AWD-TTF-MTM-
55,

Semi-articulated, the wheels
of the rear bogie are steered in
the same tracks as the tractor
unit.

Fitted with two fully-laden
10,000 litre tanks, the vehicle -
was driven at speed across
various types of sand.

Eventually it came to grief in
some exceptionally soft sand
and, despite much digging and
the use of sand ladders, had to
be towed out by a Foden
recovery vehicle.

Nevertheless, its cross-
country capability made a very
favourable impression on Maj
Goodall.

One of the secrets of success
— the lowering of tyre pressures
from 90 to 28 psi.

: 8 . N ?
Pictured are (from the Ileft):

Technical

Dave Winkle,

Quartermaster, SSgt Rob Smith, LCpl Tom Guise, SSgt Mick
Meehan, LCpl Tick Whittaker, Dvr Henry Painter, Cpl Joe Sweeney

and LCpl George Shaw

SSGT Rob Smith’s “sit up and
beg” bicycle is a much-prized
possession as only one of two in
Baldrick Lines.

Its main use is for the five
miles or so he covers each day
working for Maj Andy Meikle-
john, QM of 10 Regt RCT. But
as darkness falls the quaint
machine goes on permanent
standby for those caught short
in the night. The problem is
that the line of toilets is at the
other end of camp and it saves a
long walk to spend a penny.

SSgt Smith finds that the
Chinese-made bike — bought
locally — is tailor-made for the

Forusein
emergency

shorter, Oriental leg ... his
knees keep Dbanging the
handlebars. He said: “I kid
people it is one of a batch of 200
given by China to aid the Gulf
crisis.”

The camp’s other bicycle is
now fully posted into the
regiment — it sports desert
camouflage and a Desert Rat
badge.
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Cpl Mark Reed inspects a 155mm fuse during a major re-fusing operation at ASP 2

Life at Hellhole 2

THE TWO ammunition supp-
ly points in the Gulf, ASP 1 and
2, have been renamed Hellhole
1 and 2 by American troops,
and no unit agrees with them
more than 53 Ordnance
Company RAOC, whose mem-
bers maintain a major presence
in the area.

Under command of Maj
Phillip Hanlon, the company is
normally based at two locations
in Germany, Paderborn and
Sennelager, where it takes
responsibility for the Corps
supply areas and routinely
handles thousands of pallets of
ammunition.

Armed with this expertise,
the unit was sent to the Gulf
early in the crisis to set up a
depot that would hold a
considerable amount of
ammunition and to carry out a
number of ammunition tests.

First of all, the team carried
out a massive programme to
re-fuse all the artillery’s smoke
and illuminating shells. All
stocks of ammo were checked
to ensure that when it was sent
to the front, it could be
guaranteed to do its job.

Said company 2iC, Capt
22

David Towndrow: “ASP 1 and
2 are the official names of the
two ammo points, but the
Americans know them as
Hellholes 1 and 2 because when
we all arrived here last August
it was very hot and extremely
dusty.”

Other names for the ASPs
have included Moonbase and
Dustbowl.

The ASPs are situated in
areas known as sabkha, low-
lying salt flats that many
thousands of years before
would have been under water.
In some parts the ground is
white with small sea shells.

“Before we settled in, the
place was bloody awful. On
only the second day, our cook
tent and an accommodation
tent were blown away in a sand
storm and a lot of the lads’
personal kit tumbled away into
the desert. Very little of it was
ever recovered,” said Capt
Towndrow.

Life for the troops became
more bearable after a number
of large containers were placed
around the site to act as
windbreaks.

“It’s a bit like the old ‘wagon

train’ principle. It helps for the
defence and security of the
place and protects us from the
winds. Predicted winds for the
area are 70 miles per hour, but
so far the men have experienced
only 45mph gusts,” said Capt
Towndrow.

There are no problems in
storing ammunition in high
temperatures.

“British ammunition is pack-
ed so it is safe to carry virtually
world-wide,” he said.

Life at Hellhole 2 has not

been without its surprises —
sometimes unpleasant. One of
the Pioneers who guard the
location slept in a sangar with
his arms outside his sleeping
bag. He woke in the middle of
the night believing he had been
bitten by a mosquito and
turned over and went back to
sleep.

When he woke up in the
morning he found two snake
bite puncture marks in his arm
which had swollen up to

Michelin Man proportions.

Guess
who IS
minding
the
store?

A MAN with a load on his
mind is Maj Moe Sutton of the
7 Armoured Workshop REME
Echelon. He arrived in Saudi
Arabia with 18 massive ISO
containers packed full of stores
— and a mountain of paperwork
to be sorted.

The workshop was first to
sail from Bremerhaven and the
containers were loaded with
specialist tools and test equip-
ment at the rush, and before
any receipting action could take
place.

Maj Sutton and his team
have the task of providing all
the operational equipment for
the workshop’s sub-units -
Main Repair Groups Alpha and
Bravo — as well as the Forward
Recovery Group (FRG).

“In the rush to pack the
containers, all the kit was
thrown straight in. Now we are
starting to clear the clag and
sort out all the problems over
receipts. It will take some time
but, I am afraid, paperwork
still has to be kept up,” he said.

Collecting stores at the time
of SOLDIER’s visit was WO2
(TQMS) Trevor Bown, com-
mander of Admin Platoon,
responsible for unit-employed
tasks such as the provision of
meals, collection of equipment
for repair from the field
locations, and returning it again
to the units. This can include
vehicles, power units and any
of the brigade’s equipment that

No flies on Cpl Alan Tankard (centre) of 7 Armoured Workshop

S
REME Echelon. He is well protected by

fly whisks held by WO2 (TQMS) Trevor Bown and Maj Moe Sutton

needs to be fixed.

A number of his men carried
whisks which were very good at
keeping away the swarms of
flies.

“We came over here pre-
pared for mosquitoes, but flies
have proved the worst enemy,”’
said WO2 Bown.

“Because of the problems of
sanitation, you don’t want flies
around you when you are
eating, so these locally-
manufactured items are just the
job to keep them away.

“Simple and easy to make,
they consist of a short length of
elastic rope which has had the
outer covering removed. Cover
part with tape for a handle,
separate the strands of the
remainder and there you have it
— a fly whisk that is not only
one hundred per cent efficient
but environmentally friendly as
well!”

-

Tt

Shipboard gunners. Members of a Javelin detachment of 21
(1779-1783) Gibraltar Battery of 47 Field Regiment, based at Thorney
Island, are pictured on the guided missile destroyer HMS Gloucester
in the Gulf. From left to right are LBdr Wayne Bradley and Gnrs
Andrew Pickstock and Colin Rowley.
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On their “veiled elep!

IT LOOKED like a elephant in
a wedding veil but turned out
to be Sgt Jerry Naef’s tame
Challenger Armoured Repair
and Recovery Vehicle.

Sgt Naef and his crew, Cpl
Lee Errington, vehicle mecha-
nic, and LCpl Graham Ken-
ward, who drives the brute,
had just finished “camming
up” their vehicle after nine
days at Equipment Collection
Point 7/4.

These “ECPs” are estab-
lished close behind a battle
group as outlying stations of the
Forward REME Group which
tasks them by radio.

At an ECP you can expect to
find one of the new 62-ton
Challenger Armoured Repair

hant” are (from left to right) Cpl Lee Errington, Sgt Jerry Na

{

sl

ef and LCpl Graham Kenward

REME keeps
‘em rolling

The Corps of Royal Electric-
al and Mechanical En-
gineers was formed in 1942
when the desert war was at
its height. The corps kept
the Eighth Army on the

and Recovery Vehicles which,

because of their pulling power,

concentrate on recovery, and
the older Chieftain ARRV
generally used for repair work
because it can carry the massive
CV-12 Challenger power pack
over its rear decks.

The roles can, however, be
switched if need be. The
CRARRV tows replacement
power packs on a special trailer.

move then and it is keeping
the tracks and wheels of the
British ground forces turn-
ing in the Middle East today.
A SOLDIER writer and
photographer visited 7

The area where the 7th
Armoured Brigade first de-
ployed and trained contains
some of the worst soft sand
anywhere (further north to-
wards Kuwait and Iraq the
“going” is much firmer).

So tracked and wheeled
vehicle drivers have had a lot of
learning to do.

As Challenger, Warrior and
the 432s avoid graded tracks to

Armoured Workshop, which
has been backing up the 7th
Armoured Brigade in Saudi
Arabia since it arrived. The
brigade found REME waiting
on the quayside.

preserve them for lorries, they
can and do run into trouble.
Furthermore many of the
quarries with which the region
abounds are not marked on
maps. Night driving can
become nightmare driving.
Sgt Naef and his crew had
extracted one Challenger tank
which had slipped over the side
— luckily without doing serious
@ Turn to next page
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Muscle power is used to move a
trailer at MRG 7 Alpha where
soft sand equals hard work

g'abschxtefy 1mmense
~ Someone else took a quic
. '._look and said it was “only |
. REME gomg walkabout.”
 The beast eventually turned

. _aut to be a Chieftain armourec
recovery and repair ~vehicle
(CHARRYV) with a box contain- s
ing "Chaﬂenger tank power
rear decks. Thetwop

. Cpi Steve Bmmley and his

. FRT (farward repair team)hadl;'_ _ the .

- been tasked to take the tank "-'hauied off to be dealt with by
. pack to one locauon but were -thc Forward RhME Greup,‘
 diverted en route to call in (m* 7 Armo . .
e ;;the l'st.Battahon, The Staﬂord The gmtesque shape of lI’IE}'




How MRG 7A
came up
to scratch

IT MUST BE a long time since
a British unit set up shop
alongside a camel farm.

When MRG 7 Alpha tucked
itself neatly behind a rocky
ridge it found the area littered
with the bones of the beasts
mingled with defunct sheep
and goats, piles of old tyres and
mountains of Coke cans.

Heaven knows how a rubbish
dump materialised in a stretch
of desert in which the only
visible signs of humanity are a
type of weekend-homestead
and corral occupied by a
fearsome stud camel.

Nevertheless, it was there
and a good site, so the Royal
Engineers did some neat work
with bulldozers, buried the
remains, and REME were in
business.

Maj Chris Cromack, an
Australian  exchange officer
who joined 7 Armd Wksp
REME in Germany and was
more than half-way through his
tour when it moved to the Gulf,
set off to meet his new
neighbour.

Mr M A Al Qahtani is
managing director of a trading
company and normally lives in
town but enjoys spending time
in the desert with his breeding
camels.

A graduate engineer who
attended Bristol University, he
is happy to be “Mike” to the
troops.

“It must have been a bit of a
shock to him to wake up one
morning and find us on his
doorstep,” said Maj Cromack.
“He had no objection to us

Maj Chris Cromack

being there in principle but he
did explain politely that he
would prefer it if we moved
some of our vehicles.

“Tt seemed they were scaring
camels off their favourite
scratching pole.” He indicated
a solitary pole about ten feet
high.

The REME took the point
and moved the vehicles. The
camels came back to scratch
and a friendship bloomed.

Maj Cromack has even been
honoured with glasses of
camel’s milk, considered a
delicacy but not always suitable
for a European stomach.

The most obvious activity at
MRG 7 Alpha is the repair of
power packs under the eagle
eye of Capt Bill Gowman.
These are kept in stock on the

Old Middle East hands — ASM Jeff Standing was serving in Kuwait

a few months ago; Maj John Pover has seen service in Oman

site, having been reconstituted
by, say, mating the gear box
from a problem engine to a
serviceable engine with a faulty
gear box.

The sub-unit even has its
own Challenger so that apart
from running a replacement

WHICH WAY TO BELIZE?

THE man who tasks the
Forward REME Group to go to
the aid of casualties, replacing
power packs and the like, is
Maj Eric Tomlinson (left),
Brigade EME (or BEME).
He had been with the 7th
Armoured Brigade for more
than three years and was all set
for a tour of Belize when the
Gulf crisis developed. His wife
even had the air tickets.

When SOLDIER spoke to
him his boxes were in Belize
but he was in the Gulf, awaiting
the arrival of his relief.

“I’s a hostile environment
and its subjecting our equip-
ment to pressures they don’t
normally experience. Without
the FRG and the two MRGs we
couldn’t function. We’re work-
ing flat out but holding our
own.”

engine on a test bed it can be
load-tested in a tank before
being sent to the customer.

Engines may be worked on in
the open but the REME has
built a short stretch of railway
track so the heavy engines can
be pushed under cover by four
men if necessary.

At night, no white light
being permitted after dark,
work goes on in “barn” tents
which also provide useful
shelter from dust storms which
can spring up.

These barns are also used at
MRG 7 Bravo where, not being
subject to the strict lighting
restrictions of the desert, the
repairs are carried on by the
glare of halogen lamps con-
structed by the workshop itself.

There is also an ingenious
prototype machine there called
CAPTURE, a product of
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the rocks at MRG 7 Alpha

MVEE Chertsey and a prize
exhibit for visitors.

The initials stand for
Compressed Air Power Trans-
mission Unit Repair Equip-
ment.

Once a power pack is
mounted on it one man can
move it back and forth or tilt it
on an air cushion.

Lt Alan Dale, who showed
SOLDIER this wonder, ex-
plained that people who
worked on power packs were
referred to as Pack Rats, so did
control of CAPTURE make
him King Rat?

Because of their very size,
packs have a high profile but as
Capt Pat Nulty, production
officer who celebrated his 39th
birthday at Alpha Bravo
pointed out: “Every trade
discipline, less aircraft, is
represented in the MRGs.”

Soldiers first — Cfn Sean Comrie occ

upies a trench hewn out of

Capt Pat Nulty, MRG Bravo
production officer

L Pt

MRG 7 Bravo — Cpl Sammy Pritchard QDG watches Cfn Stephen

Connor and Cfn Scott Blaney at work on his Ferret

Open all hours

® From Page 27

The proof lies in the
pudding. A figure of 80 per
cent availability of vehicles is
considered acceptable and all
scaling for spares is based on
that figure.

The statistics show that
though the level goes up and
down the figure has been over
90 per cent for most of the
time.

Lt Col Rod Croucher, CO 7
Armd Wksp, reflecting on the
experiences of the past weeks
said:

OF HIS MEN - “Since 7 Armd
Bde deployed in the field the
Workshop has been working
long shifts 24 hours a day and,
as the men have also been

carrying out fitness and
military training, they are
probably putting in 17 or 18
hours a day, every day.

“We’ve come from BAOR to
Saudi Arabia and we’ve moved
a huge support system
what the boys have done is
magnificent.”
OF CHALLENGER - “We
fitted a new air filter which has
proved effective. Dust gets into
everything and the crews have
to be meticulous in their
servicing. Challenger is a
powerful tank but the condi-
tions here are really tough. It
has been fully tested in the soft
sand of the training area and
has proved itself. It is
performing well.”
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“TRY this, you'll enjoy it,” said CSgt
Barney es, 2 LI, of the Training
Team Brunei, as he handed a chunk of
_ neat to SOLDIER’s scribe and
snapper as  they smod - somewhat
bewildered in a jungle clearing.

When Barney says eat, you eat. So lt was
that we chewed our way emhusxasncally
through the impromptu meal. Suspicions
were confirmed when CSgr Barnes
revealed tl'u: ongm 0{ the meal as .. .
~monkey!

Barney’s ¢ gllrzsts smred wzth unfeigned
horror at a smouldering joint skewered on
a stick over an open fire. On cue, Jimmy,

 undisguised glee.

what is in effect the
there has been a
rene.wed interest in
| had been updated.

revolutionary  campaign  in
modified in the light of experience in

g
Iﬂ ‘T:JG*OI'S at TTB are past masters at blending Into me
: ung e

5 F i - \ - . Restatton - e
WO2 ishwar, 10 GR, sets a trap to catch food. It
~ could also create havoc with the enemy

A sharpened vine provi es a wel
Tika Hal i

%0

the Training Team’s tame Iban tribesman,
stepped forward with a wide grin. “He
caught it this morning and cooked it in
your honour,” expiamed Bamey w:zh-_

The occasion was SOLDIER’S visit toz.. :

Jungle Warfare Words: o
Wing of the School Laurie Mﬂmﬂ' '
of infamry . Pictures:

‘In recent vyears

Mike Perring .

| training. Its doctrine, ‘which had rerhalﬁéd
| largely unchanged for ‘more than 4() years,- .

|  Current doctrine is based pnmarjiy nn'. _
: thg lessons learned from the counter-
Malaya,-'

‘Borneo and Vietnam. Jungle warfare then
~ had been carried out in pnmary jungle at
company leve;l agamst an essennal]y-_

ng goes

f-ﬂl-equippe v -
It is now more likely th:at Brmsh troops-
-._wou}d be committed to operanons on the

fringes of the ;ungle against an enemy as
well-equipped as itself. This shift in

_empbhasis is reflected in an updated Jungle
~ Warfare Instructors Course (JWIC) which
_nevertheless retains old jungle skills,

Training Team Brune: (TTB) runs two

~ seven-week courses a year. Space is
 allotted to foreign armies and troops from
America, Malaya, Singapore, Nepal and
 the Philippines train there. Australian and
New Zealand Forccs also take advantagc of

the facilities.

Many of the foreign soldlers have seen .
active service, and the sharing of their
operauonal experiences with the Brmsh .

studem is tacrically valuable.
Specialist skills taught include basic

_v15ual tracking, cacheing, _close-target

reconnaissance and harbouring.

CSgt Tika Rai demonstrated how a
length of vine sharpened to a point

provided a supply of life- -giving liquid .

~ albeit one drip at a time. Care is needed
though Clear liquid is safe but m:iky sap
_poisonous.
WO2 Lokbahadur Gumng demons-
 trated fire-making and fell victim to our

photographer’s desire for authenticity.

'Fiddling a bowstring round a stick is a
technique familiar to most former Scouts,
. but Warrant Ofﬁc_:_e_r_(}umng_ worked up a
real sweat demonstrating this technique.

Requested to produce more smoke,
- WO2 Gurung set to work with a

vengeance. There secemed a real danger of

 the fire-maker himself bursting into flames

so it was as a relief to all when an instructor
suggested it might be time to look at other

~aspects of survival.

o gIeVA’arfare

be successfully overcome,” he said.

 live-fire platoon attack on enemy

_ gun emplacements - '
Machine gun bullets crackﬁd _

_ overhead as they scythed through
_ the branches above the attackers.
’“Suck to me, warned the_
_ sergeant major as the battle
rangecl across a 1ung,le hx!isu:le
 Objective  1aken, was
".proposed that our lads man the

_ platoon from 10 GR charged its

 attacking force charged forward
- but without any evidence of the
~ fearsome reputatxon of rhe.- -
Gurkhas - .
 Step forward SOLDIER wn-'
 ter to ask, unwisely, if it was
~ possible for the Gurkhas to looka
little more warlike. On the next
~ charge there was a terrifying
~ change in the facial expressions
of the attackers who emitted
~ blood-curdling screams as they
- hurled themselves at a bunker.
Exxt two journalists at the doub!e' '

_ wavmg a white flag of surrender

Other mfantry courses run by TTB
mcludc the Infantry Secnon Commanders’

- course, which teaches junior NCOs and
 senior riflemen section and platoon tactics

~ and skills for jungle operations, and the_-'
~ Long ‘Range Patrol course.

TTB also provides asmstanée to the

-_momhwlong Infantry Trials and I)evetop—_'

- ment Unit field trial which provides an
o opportumty to ;udge the performance of
~ new and current eqmpment in a hot, wet
~ environment. There is also a 1ungle'.
. surv:val course for aircrew.

With their requirement to assist

exercises in Brunei, visit Belize annually,
~and maintain close links with the United

States Jungle Operations training centre in
Panama, the Australian Land Command
battle school, the New Zealand Army’s
regular battalions and the Special Air

_ Service, life at Training Team Brunei, say

the staff, is both busy and rewarding.
Officer Commanding Maj Mike Parish,
Kings, believes the Jungle Warfare'
Instructors’ course has much to offer, for it
provides a rare opportunity for all ranks to

- draw on the skills each has acquired.

1t is said that young officers learn more
about how to organise themselves by
watching sergeants and corporals than they

-ever learn on officer-only courses. NCOs

start to understand that young officers are
paid to think in order to stay one move

~ ahead of the enemy.

* “The jungle is a hard taskmaster The'
heat, the permanent green twilight, the
hazards to health, and the humidity all
demand the highest standards of personal
discipline and infantry skills if they are to
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Our men asked perrmssxon m .
go in with the troops ~making a

 bunker while the demonstration

defences. Time and again, the .
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cannot stand the
attacks of termites.
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Save money on your
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FEATURES OF

CATTERICK

WHAT a change has come
over Catterick. Often when
| visited the garrison in the
past | came away with a
sorry impression of the lack
of opportunities for wives
and a list of their needs.
Not so nowadays.

During the past 18
months the Families Hous-
ing and Welfare Service
team has tackled problems
with imagination and ded-
ication.

It has even bought its
own computer to improve
the service required to

meet housing needs -
essential with most of the
1,000 on its list below
standard.

An impressive audience
including civic heads and
representatives from Rich-
mond and Darlington
turned out to hear the good
news at a presentation
given by Lt Col John Byne,
the FHWS Commandant.

A video made by 8
Signal Regiment showed
the wide range of activities
and opportunities now
available and a team of
enthusiastic wives
answered questions.

Three new initiatives
were projected — Routes,
the Job Centre and FRED,
all established to supply
the needs of wives looking
for training, work advice
and qualifications.

Darlington College of
Technology and the North
Yorkshire Replan Office
established Routes in con-
junction with the FHWS
and the Federation of Army
Wifes.

Routes, co-ordinated by
Helen Truman, offers 20
courses including basic
numeracy, GS maths,
English, food hygiene, child
care, and computer stu-
dies. Some last for 12
weeks (two-hour sessions
daily) and costs run from
£10 for home studies with a

Team effort

visiting tutor every three
weeks to £100 for others.

The establishment of a
Job Centre actually in the
FHWS is a simple but
effective approach to the
situation, which cuts down
travel to Northallerton,
Richmond and Darlington
as the list of vacancies is
updated daily.

The introduction of
FRED, which aims at
matching work to the
requirement of wives look-
ing for either voluntary,
charity or paid jobs, has
been paid for by the
Federation of Army Wives.

New initiatives, such as
self-funding schemes,
have enabled 52 wives to
be employed and paid by
FHWS Catterick.

The changes which have
transformed the place have
taken hard work as well as
money. Around £21,000
was raised to keep the
improvements introduced
afloat. Wives' fees for
tuition brought in £11,000.

“‘More ideas are in the
pipeline,” Lt Col Byne told
me.

“We are hoping to make
the garrison a much
sought-after posting.”

RELATE (the Marriage
Guidance Council under
another name) has pub-
lished two helpful leaflets
explaining what services it
offers and how counselling
can help. Available from
CAB, HIVES etc and
Relate counsellors with the

Forces ... or Relate HQ
and Bookshop, Herbert
Gartay College, Little
Church  Street, Rugby
Cv21 3AP (tel: 0788
73241).

Lt Col Byne and young friends at the play school

Helen Truman (left), the Job Shop manager, with a prospective client

Cash cut for a Mum-to-be

RECENTLY a Service wife
stationed in Germany was
refused Statutory Maternity
Pay at the higher rate
because her husband was
posted just before she was
due to complete the
required two years' work
with the same employer.
The alternative was for her
to claim Sickness Benefit
or Maternity Allowance at a
much-reduced rate.

The Ministry of Defence
is looking into the case and
until guidelines are forth-
coming my advice to any

wife who faces the same
situation is to ask her
husband to see if the
posting can be deferred or
if she can remain in the job
for the necessary period
and follow him later.

To claim Statutory
Maternity Pay at the lower
rate you must have worked
for the same employer for
at least six months into the
qualifying week — which is
the 15th week before the
expected week of confine-
ment. | asked the Depart-
ment of Social Security if a

wife could pay Voluntary
Class 2 contributions to fill
a gap and was told that to
change the law to allow this
would place them in a more
privleged position than
other women and set a
dangerous precedent.
Pregnant wives who
have to give up work to
accompany husbands
overseas can claim
Maternity Allowance if they
go to another European
Community State or one
with which the UK has a
reciprocal agreement.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Two faces of

propaganda

‘ALTHOUGH war has been
recognised throughout human
history as an accepted — and
mostly even as a natural and
glorious — activity, propaganda
is still seen by many people as
something quite different, an
altogether unacceptable prop-
ositions designed to undermine
the will to engage in the
acceptable art of war.’

A book that challenges this
assumption is the recently-
published Munitions of the
Mind, in which Dr Philip M
Taylor examines the rela-
tionship between warfare (the
communication of violence)
and propaganda (the com-
munication of persuasion).

The author defines two types
of propaganda: that designed to
persuade people to fight, and
psychological ~ warfare “‘de-
signed to persuade the opposi-
tion not to fight”.

He examines the develop-
ment of propaganda techniques
in ancient Greece, the Roman
Empire, the Middle Ages, the
Thirty Years War (described as
a “watershed” for the sheer
internationalisation of prop-
aganda) and the English Civil
War, by which time the printed
word was playing a major role
in the art of persuasion.

It was with the French and
American  revolutions that
propaganda in its various forms
began to come of age, but all his
readers will acknowledge the

TAX FREE CARS

FORD

truth of Dr Taylor’s assertion:
“The locomotive of historical
change was set in full flight in
1914 for both warfare and
propaganda.”

It marked the rapid emerg-
ence of new technologies but it
still comes as a surprise, at least
to this reviewer, to read that in
the USA:

“With radio stll at the stage
of morse-code transmissions, a
network of speakers was
formed known as the Four
Minute Men who gave a million
four-minute speeches to per-
haps 400 million people.”

Propaganda can, and often
does, backfire. “Exposure to
the fighting ability of the
Saracens led the Crusaders to
respect and admiration for their
enemies. This happens in most
wars when soldiers realize that
the image of the enemy they
have had painted for them by
propagandists rarely conforms
to the reality.”

The author argues that
persuasion is a necessary means
for forging consensus in a
liberal democracy and that
propaganda for peace is vital in
the nuclear age - despite
glasnost. — B]

Munitions of the Mind: War
propaganda from the ancient
world to the nuclear age by Dr
Philip M Taylor. Published by
Patrick Stephens. Price £14.99
hardback.
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HISTORIANS of the 2Ist
Century “‘will probably link
1956 and 1979 as the two major
turning points in British history
during the second half of the
20th Century.”

So writes General Sir
William Jackson in Britain’s
Defence Dilemma: An Inside
View from his unique stand-
point as former Assistant Chief
of the General Staff and official
historian to the Cabinet Office.

Making the Suez débicle of
1956 and then the withdrawal
from east of that place in 1979,
the hinge points of Britain’s
decline as a major power is as
convenient, if not original, a
device as to any to explain ‘the
watershed between our impe-

An amateur side
= show in Norway

IN the early hours of April 9,
1940, the Germans launched a
daringly executed invasion of
Denmark and Norway.

“It was the first occasion in
the history of warfare that the
three Services had participated
in a tightly controlled and
co-ordinated joint exercise . . .
It was a process which reached
it apogee in the Normandy
landings of June 1944, and was
so vividly illustrated again in
the Falkland Islands in 1982.”
So assesses Air Commodore
Maurice Harvey in Scandina-
vian Misadventure.

It was a campaign in a year
that was to be overshadowed in
importance by the withdrawal
of the BEF from Dunkirk and
by the Battle of Britain.

As Gen Sir Geoffrey Howlett
writes in his foreword to the
book: “It may well have been
only a side show judged by
other larger and longer camp-
aigns in the 1939-1945 war. . .”

Norwegian armed forces in
1940 were pathetic, one of their
naval ships in commission
dating back to 1858. From the
British viewpoint, the decision
of the War Cabinet to send a
force to defend Norway was
logical but was to show up a
characteristic amateurish atti-
tude to war: to an
Englishman, Norway was a
land of wild and mystic beauty,

rial past and our offshore island
future . . .’

The book is essentially a
chronicle of British defence
policies, beginning, by way of
an explanation, with an account
of the process of defence
practice decision and the
difficulties besetting the policy-
makers. “It is far less to do with
strategy than with financial
bargains struck in the market-
place of Whitehall.”

It is a scholarly work with
close examinations of the
policies instigated by successive
secretaries of state, commenc-
ing with Duncan Sandys’
revolutionary  pro-nuclear
White Paper of 1957.

The analyses continue

but one only rarely visited
because of the unpredictable
weather.”

However, the British Army
was not completely unpre-
pared, for as early as January
1940, volunteers who could ski
were asked to join a new
battalion of the Scots Guards.
More than 700 officers volun-
teered and, as only 19 were
required, most were asked to
temporarily relinquish their
commissions.

Among those to accept
demotion were David Sterling
and F Spencer-Chapman, later
to make their marks in Special
Forces.

““This bizarre battalion there-
fore consisted of a mix of
officers demoted to private
soldiers, civilians who could ski
pretending to be soldiers, and
real soldiers with no skiing
experience whatsoever.”

Harvey sets the scene as it
applied to all the combatant
nations; the political vacilla-
tions in Britain, French and
Germany; the affair of the
German prison ship Altmark;
the British mining of the
Vestford — carried out a ‘“‘day
too late” because the German
invasion fleet had already
sailed.

The two dramatic raids on
Norway are described in detail
but the major part of the book

through to the 1980s with
Thatcherism and the Falk-
lands, the Westland affair, and
the break-up of the Warsaw
Pact all given comprehensive
coverage.

Sir William takes the view
that only war itself “reveals the
inner secrets of new weapon
systems and produces fun-
damental changes in military
strategy and tactics.”

War also causes radical
modification of defence secre-
taries’ cherished policies. John
Nott planned considerable
reduction in naval power before
the Falklands War. “If it had
occurred a couple of years later
the key naval units that made
the South Atlantic campaign

is concerned with the conflict
between the Germans advanc-
ing northward from Oslo with
the Norwegian Army and the
British and French forces of
“Mauriceforce’ and ““Sickle-
force” and finally the battles at
Narvik and south of Bobo.

Being an airman, the author
places particular emphasis on
the air forces’ contribution to
the land and sea battles, and
finds alibis for the less than
total success of the Allies.

“It is an illuminating
reflection on the inadequacy of
our planning that the pilots of
the bomber squadrons pre-
pared their target maps from
the pages of Baedeker’s
Scandinavia, 1912 edition . . .
One wonders what the military
attachés and planners had been
doing in the months preceding
the German invasion . ..”

The Allied involvement in
Norway was, with the benefit
of hindsight, doomed from the
start.

The book concludes with an
analysis of the lessons that
should have been learned from
what was a disastrous episode
for the Allies. — B]

Scandinavian Misadventure:
The Campaign in Norway
1940 by Maurice Harvey. Pub-
lished by Spellmount. Price 95p.

The defence policy bargain

thinkable . . . would no longer
have been available.”

Like almost all serious
military books published in the
autumn of 1990, Britain’s
Defence Dilemma suffers the
disadvantage that it was
released too early to give
consideration to the threat of
war coming from the Middle
East rather than from Eastern
Europe and the USSR. We are
now back to east of Suez, which
is where Sir William begins his
account of Britain’s imperial
decline some 35 years ago. — B]

Britain’s Defence Dilemma:
An Inside View by Gen Sir
William Jackson. Published by
Batsford. Price £19.95.
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LETTERS

Write to:
SOLDIER,

Aldershot,

Ordnance Road,

Hants GU11 2DU,

We’re there

too!

IN “Men on the move”
(January 7) you say that
members of 16 Tank Transpor-
ter Squadron RCT are “prob-
ably the only articulated vehicle
drivers in the Army” to be “A”
tradesmen.

This is misleading. My
colleagues and I are members of
the Scammell Crusader section
of 45 Fd Sgn Royal Engineers
(not RCT) and although with
our 35-ton trailers we cannot
carry the Challenger MBT,
unlike our friends in 16 Tank
Tptr Sqgn it is quite normal for
us to carry loads of two APCs or
various loads of plant equip-
ment as well as more
conventional loads, including
mines.

More importantly, we are
also fully-qualified “A” trades-
men of articulated vehicies — so
the RCT are certainly not the
only military drivers of such
vehicles this side of Baghdad!

May we also point out that
unlike the RCT, who have
crews of two or three, we work
with just a single crewman at all
times of the day and night. —
Cpl Blue Price, 45 Fd Sp Sqn
RE, BFPO 644.

AS a Scammell operator driver
specialist Al trade pay classi-
fication in the Royal Engineers,
may I supply some facts about
our articulated vehicles:

Length, 19.1m; width,
4.85m; wheels, 26; speed,
41.25 at 2,100 rpm; engine,
Rolls Royce Eagle; gears, 15
forward, 3 reverse (not pre-
select).

We are trained in hydraulic
operation; winch work; loading
and carriage of plant equipment
and most of the largest
abnormal loads in the Army;
and recovery (road and field). —
Cpl A C Bromley, 26 Scam
Sect, c/o Armd Ech, 21 Engr
Regt, BFPO 644.

YOUR unit list (“They’re in
the Gulf’, Nov 26) failed to
mention 203 Provost Coy
RMP, which was formed in
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‘The wife says if they were good enough for her grandfather, they're good

enough for me’

Keep in touch

@ May we repeat that we a‘r‘e
trying 10 give at leas_t a
mention” to as many units ga.ﬁ
possible in the Gulf— but witl !
limited resources it is no
possible to provide as
comprehensive @ coveraget
as we would wish. Why no
persuade your Unit P‘resi
Officer to send us an article?
Meanwhile, keep the 1etterlls
coming — they aré wel-
comed. — Editor

Werl, West Germany, on
September 18, 1990, the
manpower being drawn from
all BAOR Provost companies.

We number 104 (all ranks)
and deployed in support of 7
Armd Bde on October 13. —
WO1 (RSM) J A Mills, RMP,
203 Pro Coy RMP, BFPO 649.

AFTER reading your superb
article on the RMP in Northern
Ireland (Nov 12) I was really
put back when (Nov 26)
everyone got a mention except
us.
We arrived in the Gulf ahead
of quite a few other units — and
our unit is serving with both 7
and 4 Armoured Brigades, so
the Engineers are not unique. —
Cpl L. McClarence RMP, 203
Pro Coy.

WE chefs (not cooks) of the
first-to-start-last-to-finish

Army Catering Corps would
also like a mention, which

failed to happen in the
November and December
issues.

Wherever a unit is deployed,
we specialists are on hand to
keep the troops fed and watered
— although they might tend to
disagree. — Cpl G B Stanley,
ACC/Att 91 Ord Coy RAOC,
BFPO 637.

THE Band of the 13/18th Royal
Hussars (Queen Mary’s Own)
should be included in the list of
bands deployed as medics. —
WO1 P M Greener, Bandmas-
ter, A Sqn, 1 Armd Fd Amb,
BFPO 644.

IN your November 26 list I saw
no mention of our unit, 22
Engineer Regiment, and in
particular 2 Tp 3 Fd Sqn RE,
which has been in the Gulf
since September 23 and was
joined by the rest of 3 Fd Sgn
in December. - Spr C
Davidson, BFPO 644.

FOR the second time (the first
being the Falklands) you have
failed to mention the RAOC

apart from 11 Ordnance
Battalion.
How could you fail to

mention a whole battalion — 6
Ord Bn, of which I am a
member? It is made up of AMF
(Bakers), 63 and 62 Ord Coys,
51 and 53 Ord Coys and 91 Ord
Coy. — RAOC Soldier.

@ 195 Airlanding Field Ambu-
lance Old Comrades (late Sixth
Airborne Division): 43rd annual
reunion will be held at Chel-
tenham on Saturday April 13,
1991. Details from A Lodge, 7
Duke of Beaufort Court, Glouces-
ter GL1 5UB (tel: 0452 26122).

@ The 50 Missile Club RA third
annual reunion will take place at
the Dome in Doncaster on May
25, 1991. Details from Tony Todd,
g The Grove, Heathhall, Dumfries,
Scotland DG1 1TN (tel: 0387
62378, evenings).

@® Army Catering Corps Air-
borne Reunion 1991: As part of
the ACC Golden Jubilee celebra-
tions it is proposed to hold a
reunion in Aldershot on June 1 for
all members of the Corps, past
and present, who have served
with Airborne Forces. Contact
ACO, 5 Airborne Bde, Arnhem
Barracks, Aldershot, Hants GU11
2AU (tel: 0252 24431 ext 4374).

@ British Model Soldier Soci-
ety: Military in Miniature Exhibi-
tion will be held at Fleet Civic Hall,
Hants, on Feb 16, 1991. Details
from Graham Pettitt, The Hollies,
Roe Downs Road, Medstead,
Alton, Hants GU34 5LG.

I WAS dismayed to see that 21
Engineer Regiment was not
mentioned in your November
26 list.

Could you please ensure that
21 Engr Regt is included in any
future Gulf Roll of Honour.

Thanking you in advance.
Keep up the good work. — SSgt
Bacon, Armd Engr Ech, 21
Eng Regt, BFPO 644.

I HAVE just read your
December 10 issue and would
like to point out that not
everyone lives in tents out here
— only the REMFs,

Most regiments live either in
holes or on their vehicles. We
also do not have shower
facilities (until we get R and R)
unless you get your mate to
pour a jerry-can over your
head. — Cfn M Cotgreave
REME, A Sqn LAD, Queen’s
Royal Irish Hussars, BFPO
644.

YOUR roll call of units in the
Gulf missed the huge contin-
gent from the largest Corps in
the Army - the Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers.
Believe us when we say -
without us, nothing runs! -
SSgt Feeney, 4 Armed Wksp
REME, BFPO 41.
@ See Pages 23-29



The pictures below differ in ten details. Find
them and you could be £50 richer or win a new
book. Just circle the differences in the right hand
picture, cut out the whole panel, add your name
and address and send to HOAY 504, SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot GU11 2DU by Feb 8.
Do not include anything else in your envelope.

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

More than one entry can be submitted but
photocopies cannot be accepted.

The first correct entries drawn will be the
winners. No correspondence can be entered into.

The names of the winner of the £50 first prize
and two runners-up will be announced in the
March 4 issue.

Name: (Give rank or title)

Address:

I
| GARAGE

wry Cleamner

and MOT

2

24

Competition No 501:
Winner of a £50 cheque
for HOAY 501 is SGt J
Lioyd, of 24 Fd Sqn RE,
Chattenden Barracks,
Rochester. Book prizes
go to runners-up Mr Roy
Price, of West Wickham,
Kent, and Mr John Bate,
of Swanwick, Derbyshire.

Dry Cleaners

HOUR

trained people like Eddie Williams. In his mid-
twenties,
top bomb disposal experts.

His job demands total concentration.

Eddie says he can't be
particularly of the financial kind, which is why
he entrusts his money to experts at Halifax Building
Society.

For instance, Eddie uses our Xtra Pay scheme to
make sure he gets interest from the day he's paid
because his pay is credited directly to his new Maxim
Current Account.

He can also use his Maxim Card to pay bills,
get a statement or simply withdraw money from over
1000 Cardcash and LINK machines, Alternatively,
he can withdraw money over the counter at any of our
branches.

If he's posted to Germany he knows he will
receive the same expert Halifax advice at any of our five
representative offices there.
joined

Because he's saving for a home, Eddie's

the Army's ‘House Purchase Savings Scheme.' Eddie

knows this scheme gives him the full advantages

of a Halifax savings account, and the guarantee of ¢
mortgage when the time comes.

The following statements are required under the
Consumer Credit Act 1974: Certain loans must be
secured by a mortgage of your property. Written
quotations can be obtained on request from your local
office or Halifax Building Society, Trinity Road, Halifax,
West Yorkshire, HX1 2RG.
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP
REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER

SERGEANT EDDIE WILLIAMS RE.
BOMB DISPOSAL XPERT.

I HE ARMY relies on the expertise of highly-

Eddie is already amongst the Armed Forces’

distracted by worries,

LOAN SECURED ONIT.

He knows, too, that the Halifax will be able to
offer the right mortgage to suit his needs when he's
ready to think about buying.

Our Armed Forces Business Unit is ready and
waiting to help Eddie any time he needs them. The
Unit is headed by people who have served in the Forces
themselves, giving them a special understanding
of the problems of housing and money management
experienced by Service Personnel.

Let us send you brochures about any of the ways
we help Service people with money or property.

Just send us the coupon {tick as many boxes as you like)
and we’ll post you the details.

We look forward to putting our financial
expertise at your disposal. 9

i SEND FOR YOUR FREE XPERT BROCHURES_|

For security reasons Eddie

Williams is a fictitious character
———

Please tick the box(es) for the free Halifax brochure(s) you require:

Banking Scrvices Mortgages Residential Letting &
Maxim Current Account O Easy Start Mortgages EI Management Services
Cardcash O

: — | ‘

Xira Pay |

Title

Savings & Investment Services
O ( Instant Xtra U
‘ 90 Day Xtra O
Regular Savings Plan a

Surname

;7\(.\(;]'1 58

Postcode

Tel (inc STD code) Date of Birth

Send the coupon, or any questions, to:

The Armed Forces Business Unit, Halifax Building Society,

FREEPOST, Ref DM, Trinity Road, Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX12BR.
333333,
CA/KA/IB/AA

I Forename(s)

(FREEPOST, no stamp needed). Or telephone us on 0422

Financial Xpertise for the Force

s |

39

xtension 5518
I———_—-———_—————————

HALIFAX




SITUATIONS VACANT

WORKWRITE CV SERVICES

Writing Words that WORK!
Specialised in the professional compilation
of Forces CV's. Our success is based on a

combination of Forces and Recruitment
experience coupled with professional

DYNAMIC CVs

*As a direct result of my Curriculum Vitae —

prepared by Dynamic CVs - | secured a very

good job", says Sergeant Brampton — another
satisfied client of Dynamic CVs.

Discounts for all HM Forces. Free Counselling
and free updating of CVs, so do contact

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in CV production.

(Forces Dept.)
PO Box 573

WE SPECIALISE
CVS IN H.M. FORCES
Management, Technical,

Administration or Supply.
For free details:

Sutton Coldfield

West Midlands.
CONSULTANCY SERVICES

DYNAMIC CVs DIVISION B73 6PA
021-355 2187

SERVICES “

writing skills.
Contact: WORKWRITE CV SERVICES
8 Criccieth Way, Eynesbury,
St Neots Cambs PE19 2ST
Telephone: 0831 307136 Fax: 0525 210183
Company registered under the Data Protection Act 1984

SERVICE-CV, (Dept A),
2 Tern Gdns,
PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ.
TEL: (0752) 344842 (24 hrs). or27

PO Box 45, Nuneaton,
Warwickshire CV10 8RJ
(Tel: 0203 326426) a7

: DATA DESK
Off-Licence Management CYs for Serve NentWome
3

A Send now for further details to:

i =

PO Box 41, Ashton-Under-Lyne
Lancashire. Tel: 061-330 7933
Every order receives a free

stationery pack. 13110
Come and join the family! Please
Management with Unwins is a pleasant experience - we treat you like part of the family. After training, mention

you'll have the freedom of running your own branch - plus you'll get all the support and back-up you'd
expect from Britain's largest independent off-licence chain. so LDI E R
Best of all, we're interested in your future - there's no problem if your past experience doesn't include hen replvin
retail management. wne plying
What we look for is dedication, a belief in customer service and good communication skills. You should be to
bright and reliable too. Just convince us that you can succeed and we'll give you 6 months general training in advertisements s

branches in your area. When you're ready for more responsibility we will assign you to your own branch.

Unwins is expanding, so we can ofter you good prospects, generous basic salary plus commission, free
accommodation for Managers and the benefits of working for a large, family organisation.

If you live within a 100 miles of London, please write, or call for our information pack and application
form: The Personnel Dept., Unwins Ltd., Birchwood House, Victoria Road, Dartford, Kent DAl
5AJ. Tel:(0322) 272711. Interviews will be held locally.

H.M. FORCES

-
Cnwins
L 300 Branches MOTOR - B.E.G.
UK. &

OVERSEAS
KIT COVER
HOUSEHOLD
HOLIDAY
CARAVANS
HORSES

SOVEREIGN

INSURANCE SERVICES

GROUND
ELECTRONICS

(Radio/Radar)

Sovereign Insurance Services,
Station Road, Tidworth,
Hants. SP9 7BR

Tel. 0980 - 43333

THERE’S MONEY
AT YOUR FEET

One of the fastest growing
industries today is the cleaning
industry.

With recession setting in, high
mortgage and interest rates are
causing companies to look

: : closer at ways to save money.
messing and accommodation, Rather than refurbish, they are

generous leave with paid UK air now cleaning and protecting.
passages, free medical care plus The opportunity has now
other benefits in a friendly climate. presented itself for people like

Why not write (no stamp yourself to join a group which
required) withCVto MrD Miine, offers you all the tools, tratrjmg
Airwork Limited, FREEPOST, e i cibint B s
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 6BR or bgi'.?.efﬁ;s s ot \;?:rich?;verj
telephone Bournemouth there are no royalties, and all the
(0202) 572277 ext 2294, profit you make is yours.
quoting Ref. No.S/2.

If you are a forward thinker
@ Airwork

Technicians

Airwork Limited has vacancies
for qualified and experienced
Technicians to work as
INSTALLATION & TRIALS
TECHNICIANS, MAINTENANCE
TECHNICIANS and TECHNICAL
INSTRUCTORS on civilian contracts in
support of the Royal Army of Oman.

These unaccompanied
appointments offer good tax-free
salaries and allowances, free

rewards, contact Anthony
Delow on Brighton (0273)
582335 or write to him at:—

Square 1 Cleaning Services Ltd
221c South Coast Road
Peacehaven 1319
East Sussex BN10 8LB

and like a challenge with great
Limited




SOLDIER MART

LOST Your Medals? ¥ 4 Valentine Surprise | [ T-Shirts A

-
Let us send a Cuddly Teddy Bear in a SweatShlrts
We can replace them shiny box, with your own special Complete Design Screen Print
NOW Tel: 0752872672 message i s pas
&,V 5¢€: 12" Soft, luxury Teddies only £12.75
& 15" Huge, honey Bears only £15.75
Write (enclosing message and cheque

or P/0) to Teddy-Gram Ltd., Boundary
House, Hoveringham, Notts NG14 7JR
or phone 0602 663696 NS

Full Size & Miniatures.
Mounting Service & Ribbons.
S.A.E. for Replacement List
Toad Hall, Newton Ferrers,
Plymouth, Devon,
England PL8 1DH 1004

I Flbﬁre ﬂelivered
W . anywhere in the UK.
FAX YO UR AD A-ONE DESIGm Gift-boxed from £999|

T5|5 ELOOK Street, Chester J A 10 long lasting single I
el: ester (0244) 311028 carnations, mixed colours,
ON 0252 347358 S with Toliage. . bl i mos £9.99
IB 10 best spray carnations. £9.99
C A dozen beautiful
MINIATUHE MEDALS Ircd POBER . o ou sitilinis b bl Sdasi £19-99 I
Return of post service
Example of Prices .-

D A bouquet of flowers

oot including chrysanthemums
CB: £32; CBE: £15; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £9; AR AR A
EMBROIDERED OBE/MBE/BEM: £7; MSM: £6; LS & GC: £4.50; ﬁ Lo S St £1§;‘;g?9 l
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £5; UN Cyprus: £5; e Ao by FSLICIass POSt Valio TiL I
SWEATERS S/Atlantic + rosette: £4.25; GSM G.VLR with in a strong gift-box. 28th FEB 91
clasp: £6; GSM/CSM with clasp: £5; Second B Please order 7 working days in
SCOTTISH LAMBSWOOL OR War Stars: £1.75 each; Defence/War Medals: I advance. VALENTINE’S DAY I
ACRYLIC SWEATSHIRTS £3.25 eaL:h{ Min(ij-alngg Mguggnggzré fo;Dg.léY. orders despatched on 12th February.
p ting: ; 2-80p; : 4-95p; g
SPORTSHIRTS & BODYWARMERS 56105 66115 and 76125, l ORDER PV I
ALSO plus 15% V.A.T. and 50p postage 0623 750343 E! E
EMBROIDERED BADGES — * 7-day medal mounting service for full-size I“r write stating name and address of . I
SUPERB QUALITY - MIN 50. ancll miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and ‘court’ i'?f']?{egtéyﬂui)ﬂwzpﬂm?ml g{dE?SAGL
style, gift A,BC or D and preferred delivery
>l TIES — WOVEN (MIN 52) OR PRINTED (MIN 36) R—l" Sgle me%mg supplied. date. Enclose your cheque, Access or \"isal
SCREENPRINTED T’s OR SWEATS (MIN 36) 2 Mg:s K?tzgad;es?es number to: P Bunches Dept SOL
WH"TE OR PHONE FOH FHEE BROCHURE * Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting PO. Box 20,

bars, ribbon bars etc gt/ﬁc’ﬁﬂg Kirkby-in-Ashfield
Send for comprehensive catalogue to the | - N ottingham NG17 SESI
Portkil Bay, I(ilcreggan Medal Specialists (22p stamp appreciated): e A e

]
: MINIATURE MEDALS (SM
Ens Is n ? uln?:;ts%nas:)';gm i 30 COVENTRY AOAD, BURBAGE, Please mention
el LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP. SOLDIER
MOTIFS L

Telex: 778251 Telephone: (0455) 239262 13111

when replying to advertisements 1118

’:‘J = ) ’_,I SRE r ‘I_: \ f = —\r: =
SITUATIONS VACANT RIESETTLEMENT
f A 2 Day Residential Course
, / Leaving the Services?
iy . THE WOOLLEY HALL
Get back into CAREER COUNSELLING
uniform as a PROGRAMME
k. SECURITY Subjects include:
i + WRITING AND PRESENTING YOUR CAREER DETAILS AND SKILLS
OFFICER « YOUR PERSONAL STRENGTHS THROUGH PSYCHOMETRIC TESTING
« THE DO'S AND DON'TS OF INTERVIEW TECHNIQUES
We are looking for bright, + PROSPECTING FOR JOBS
presentable and reliable people aged + PERSONAL CAREER REVIEW - EXPLORING FUTURE DIRECTIONS
between 19-60 to join our highly
g trained team, working at prestigious Gt T e APPLICATION R R 1 T
# locations throughout the UK.
. ) ) i 1991 COURSE SCHEDULE (Please show 1st & 2nd preferences)
Benefits include paid holidays,
sick leave, long service bonuses. [ FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUN | JUL
. ; ) ) 15/16)16/17)19/20] 11/12] 8/9 |12/13
Accommodation available if required. I
As part of the P&O Group you enjoy )
reduced price holidays, plus house C“”‘P"?Te these details P NAME
purchase reductions and low cost iO;eceNe yourF ADDRESS
insurance after a qualifying eservation Hm
il » Course Preparation Pack
o ; » Personal Data Sheet
R FULL INFORMATION
STERLING igONEE CTRRLES Send this application with your | TEL. NO.
SECURITY SERVICES cheque for £680 (inc. VAT) to:
Personnel Department, Unit 12/14 The Bursar, Woolley Hall Career Counselling Programme,
Sterling Industrial Estate, Woolley Hall'College, Woolley, Wakefield WF4 2JR
Reinham fad Seath; Dagenham, Make cheques payable to "WOOLLEY HALL COUNSELLING
Essex RM10 8TA. % PROGRAMME". All cheques should be crossed “A/C Payee Only”
5
Tel: 081-984 8099. 5z YOUR CHEQUE WILL NOT BE CASHED UNTIL YOU HAVE
2 RECEIVED AND RETURNED YOUR RESERVATION FORM NS




CAM-QUILTS

NATO PATTERN DPM CAMOUFLAGE
QUILT COVERS and PILLOW SLIPS

COVERS: £21.50 each
SLIPS :£ 4.00each
P&P :£ 2.50

Polycotton
olive reverse
end fastening
single bed size

Please make
cheques payabie fo i

CAM-QUILTS 28 WOODVILLE ROAD
WALTHAMSTOW LONDON E17 7EP
7115

PLEASE MENTION

SOLDIER
WHEN REPLYING TO
ADVERTISEMENTS

18

SCHOOL CLOTHING
NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.

3 doz (same name) £6.00

6 doz (same name) £6.60

12 doz (same name) £8.30
Please enclose cheque/PO payable
to Boddingtons.
Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering.
Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak,

Bishop’s Stortford, Herts. s

B
s )
oA s

SOLDIER MART = L

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E.FOR PRICE LIST.

The Lancashire
Pleating Co. Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 051-546 5161/2.

710

MAGLITE TORCHE
TOP QUALITY MAGLITE TORCHES

Available in Camouflage or Black.
Examples: Mini Maglite AA Camo £11.00
Black £10.00 or 3D cell Camo £20.00
3D cell Black £18.00

Full range available. For full price list send to: Torche-Lite,
74 Bramley Way, Mayland, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 6ET.

Tel: 0621 741755 s

THE LONDON
SURGERY CE

Affordable no waiting-list,
walk-in-walk-out service with
consultant surgeon. Removal
of moles, warts, cysts, small
tattoos, adult circumcision.
varicose veins, piles,
vasectomy reversal, etc.

sl T3071-383 5703
% THESURGICAL
£ ADVISORY SERVICE

108 Whitfield St, London W1P 6BE

@ Parents are advised that schools
advertising in Service publications do
not necessarily have the support or
approval of the Ministry of Defence. It is
therefore essential that parents ensure
that a particular school has the facilities
and accommodation_ suitable for their
child by visiting the school. Help and

expert advice on boarding education

can always be obtained from the
Schools Advisory Section of SCEA
situated at the Director of Army
Education, Court Road, Eltham SE9
(Telephone 01-854 2242 Ext. 4279 or
Eltham Military 4279).

1of8

OLD SWINFORD
HOSPITAL SCHOOL
STOURBRIDGE

Founded 1667

17

Secretary or write to:

OLD SWINFORD
HOSPITAL SCHOOL,
Stourbrid

42

Full Boarding Fees £1200 per term.

The School is grant maintained,

s0 no tuition fees are payable.
540 boys aged 11-
in the Sixth Form.
Traditional academic education to University entrance.
‘A’ levels including Business Studies, Design,

Computer Science, Archaeology and Electronics.

Entry at 11, 13 or Sixth Form.

(About 100 of the boarders come from service families -
boarding fees are more than covered by the
Services Education Grant)

Study bedrooms for all Sixth Formers. Four new
Boarding Houses and new Technology Centre. Wide
range of out-of-school activities including Cadet Force,

indoor Rifle Range, Squash Courts and a floodlit all
weather playing surface.

If we may send you a prospectus or
you would like to visit the school,
please phone the Admissions’

, West Midlands, DY8 1QX. &
Tel: Stourbridge 370025  ~

18, mainly boarders.

EMBROIDERED

Sweaters & Leisurewear

Large range of lambswool & acrylic
sweaters, sports shirts, sweatshirts

& leisurewear to choose from.

Rugby style sports shirts produced in your
own club colours.

All garments can be personalised.

1
GARMENT
BIG

ﬁ FRE COLOUR DISCOUNTS
e.0 <

CATALOGUE Friendly
You 77
h EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE - W YORKS WF16 OLF * TEL 0924-404566 e

Also printed T’shirts & sweatshirts. QUANTITY
' :
> 2 [\ ears 0 Suares ) Bay”
8

TAVERHAM HALL
near Norwich, Norfolk NR8 6HU
(Norwich 868206)

.A.P.S. boarding preparatory school for boys and girls 7-13

® Set in beautiful parkland

e Excellent facilities for a wide range of activities

® 125 children in eleven small classes

® Fine academic and musical tradition

e Music Scholarship

® A happy, well-organised, family atmosphere

® 12% reduction in boarding fees for children of H.M. Forces

Contact:
The Headmaster, W. D. Lawton, M.Ed., for prospectus or visit.

I

IOAKLEY EIALL

Preparatory School — Cirencester

-

Day and Boarding Education for Boys and Girls
between the ages of 4-13 years.

#  Small classes *  Convenient Cotswold location

Excellent record in public
school preparation

#  Good Family atmosphere

Escort service to and from airports and mainline stations

* Long, Happy association with services

Fully inclusive fees - 90% covered by BSA

For a prospectus, printed or video, contact:
The Headmaster
Oakley Hall Preparatory School, Somerford Road
Cirencester, Glos GL7 1TU

i Telephone: 0285 653891
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thatwasrsove ahowh an thlr map! EPAULETTE
i o S 4 g SLIDES
REMEMBER ARNHEM For officers or other ranks. With
e T L or without unit designation.
?‘ CE B';‘:AH;SL;‘E?‘RWE S.A.E. for price list.
O The Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,

Please enclose cheque/PO for £12.15

Knowsley Industrial Park North, s 7,
rv _VI -l-ﬂ Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA, ©
f E S S Phone: 051-546 5161/2. o a
S T Send a Knickergram - ' . 87618
HOE Surprise a loved one with a DIERERT Do ERAVEN AN SESH AR HIRE Y Iy

Ay gift wrapped matching
Suspender Belt, Garter, Briefs,

and Silky look stockings all in

@ English-made

.?";ﬁ?lﬁ":f: le black. Set will fit all sizes. S frector f
& multi- coloured T/ Bsesmynnom
designs ' Q’ ,9
idered Send your name and 'S QQ ’9 ),
s \Efﬂgl;:?cjit?r:\pers address and cheque/PO for £10. Receiver's QQ;:\ §' JOY S Ro SES (6‘49 5‘,9
also many other items na.me and addreAss and your special message Q’V;Q’ A GIFT OF LOVE 04}' 4,?»9
VISTA SPORTS LTD. to: Naughty Knickergrams, PO Box 1836, Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K. or Ireland.
VistaHouse, 28 High Street, Merstham, 12 Aldergate, Tamworth, Staffs 879 7DU Include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mind.
SUTE AUIICA I T A S SR e asermort ) Crdor. Someone — somewhere is waiting to hear from you
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £12.85
I************************ 24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £17.50
* 12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £11.50
* * 40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £11.75
- * * WEEK FEB 4-14 ADD £5 per 12 ROSES, £10 per 24, £5 per ROSE BOUQUET
* * JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
& = Eouquet slgec:(alcmlxed - £21.50
ouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern £15.50
* £1 5000—£7,500 * riDs(eb?fCagationsx’Freesia,"‘Fer’? £16.50
: . ris (blue)/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £13.60
* T tNo s;e:lurlty required. | * Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern £ 9.50
* enants and Homeowners welcome * AL MUCH HEOUESTE[IJ CUDDL\ESB I
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS, HP, Two tone came 13".long £14.75
x CREDIT CARDS INTO ONE LOWER REPAYMENT, CASH SPARE, X LEO THE LION BrOWf};‘GQld lying 15:‘ an £16.85
* CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS, MOTORBIKE. * ggﬁgﬂm Elggtfwg:{g 1 3” E:gh E}g;g
* # Discreet, Confidential service — Loans aranged by post 7 * SAMMY SEAL White or Silver Beige 27" long £20.65
* #+ No security required — So Tenants also welcome x* prilltﬂilit(r:(rerT:'EtR PIG Pale Pink 10" & 7"1 £20.75
# No interviews, No arrangement fees, no hidden charges + a piglets erl " ong x
* . rofits i CIoE e * TWIN ELLAELEPHANTS Pale Blue 11" long £14.50
Goad Teneiits 1 you ant 10 sefle yaUrioln eaity BERTIE BADGER Black/White 22" lon £20.60
% i you are aged 20+ and would like more written details or just want to discuss 5 KATIE KITTEN Whiié 10" |ong £1 2'00
x your requirements further — Please call us now or keep this advert for future use. * Prices and order-forms available upon request. Prices include P&P + VA:T
% Phone 0926-423925. Sem-Bpm 7 days = VISA and ACCESS CARDS ACCEPTED
%k (from overseas 0044-929 423925). * Please make cheque or P.O. payable fo:
* NORSTAR FINANCE * ‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, C..
Licensed by the Office of Fair Tradini ¥
* I as fenders and Brokers. 9 NS TE|eph°ne- (0481) 46708 st23
¥ ok %k >k %k >k %k %k %k % % Xk %k %k %k % %k %k Xk Xk X Xk X X X

e ~N

T-SHIRTS & SWEATSH - BEAGE
JOG-SUITS, SPORTS-SHIRTS & BASEBALL CAPS '

3, SILIK SCREEN PRINTED 0 2 -
n"m YOUR OWN DESIGN (¥t (!

28 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM

* Free Design Service = o ' i s
= F 7 3 : 7 . kTEIZ 07374 5113 Fax:07374 5892)

For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the UK's
leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:

TAX FREE
MOTOR-CYCLES

All makes supplied. Finance and part
e exchange arranged. Worldwide export
(Dept.SO) Printing House, service. JET-SKI's AND WET BIKES

5 ]
Westmead Industrial Estate, 4 now available

Westmead Drive, Swindon il i  INTERNATIONAL MOTOR-CYCLES
SN5 7YT. Wiltshire. Pl o ) ; BnelutelderStrw:‘sé:::‘e'::o.rms:annelager.
Tel.(O793) 695766 Fax. [0793) 514155 : Tel:052547723  Fax:05254 13720 4117
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SOLDIER MART

Horse

Survival Packs Watchstrps
Stufl Sacks Wash Bags

Biack

Ficld Dressing Pouches Belis
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Penholders Brazzards

The Black Horse Essentials

Boot and Shoe

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Battlefield Tours
Dunkirk, Normandy, Arnhem,
Rhine Crossing, Italy
Alamein, Crete, 30 Corps Tour,

Ypres, Somme, B.E.F., Waterloo.
Battlefield Archaeology Tour 1991.
T.E.W.T.s a speciality. Regimental
tours researched. TA and short
weekend tours available. —
Galina International
711 Beverley Road
Hull HU6 7JN
0482 804409

Bags and Hoidalls
For brochure and price list contact:

A S PROMOTIONS

Map Cases Waterproof Notebook g > Hanging
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Please apply for the appropriate catalogue for personal or unit purchases to
Dept S, BHIT Church Lane Pitsford Northampton NN6 9AJ NS

Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
London E17 6AA

Telephone: 081-523 3283

SIS

‘Bruno’ is a traditional jointed 16" Bear, who
comes dressed in Combat Kit, with face veil,
webbing belt and beret complete with your
miniature cap badge.

‘Bruno’ is currently available in the following:- [
Life Guards, Blues & Royals, 14th/20th Hussars, 17th/21st Lancers,
RTR, RA, RE, Grenadier Guards, Coldstream Guards, Scots Guards,
Irish Guards, Welsh Guards, Queens, RRF, Kings, Anglians, Devon &
Dorset, LI, Green Howards, Staffords, PWO, RAPC, RMP, Para, RGd,
RCT, RRW, REME, RAOC, APTC, Cheshires, 16/5th Lancers and
Roval Marines. QARANC, AAC, SIGNALS, ACC, QLR, RAMC,
13/18th Hussars, WFR, INT Corps. WRAC, UDR, Vet Corps, Dental
Corps, RWF, Pioneers, QDG, SAS, Glos, RMAS.

Specify which Regt/Corps you require!
To order Bruno: Please send Cheque/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl.
expiry date) for £28.50 payable to ‘POSTAL BEARS', name and
address of person to receive bear and your special message to
Postal Bears, Dept. D., 1.2 Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.
®mmm 24 hour telephone order service (0743) 241962. E!

This bear is not intended as a toy
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SOVEREIGN

UNBEATABLE
SERVICE

RHD & LHD PROGRAMME IN GERMANY
@® THE BEST PRICES
® A CHOICE OF FINANCE
® COMPETITIVE INSURANCE

® GOOD PART EXCHANGE

LOCAL ADVICE
AVAILABLE

ACROSS B.F.G.

/
| pevceor [ vauxHALL
Covgee

_
‘ror0 [ ciroen. I Voo |
RenauLT VW AUDI B

~> |
SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Hants. SP9 7BR

.

]
|
TEL: :

...... DEL. REQ. BY l
i

J

Belgium 11-32-12
Germany/Berlin  0130-44-96
Holland 06-0229040

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

UK (0980) 43333 HOTLINES

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and *‘cold
cast bronze" figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

MR107
(25cm)
£44.50

. t br "
Cold cast bronze Send crossed cheque/P.O. with order or

S.A.E. for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
216 Tel: Gravesend (0474) 365511.
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Beautiful French Lingerie
by Mail Order

To obtain our exclusive full colour brochure
just send a cheque or PO for £2.50
(fully redeemable against first order)
... or phone quoting Access/Visa number

¥y
'\\ @ .~ Special Personal Gift Wrapping Service Available

Full Details upon request

T
ey

N B2 B2

G

2

24 hour Order Line— TELEPHONE 0895 675748
FACSIMILE 0895 630290

Paris d’ Amour Ltd., PO Box 98, Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 9DN



SOLDIER MART

MemoPFile Miltery Hockinting (iins BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES
Hptars o.M Fofies PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE CHARGES

e L We produce HAND MADE BLAZER BADGES IN FINE WIRES AND SILKS at

Cutdingns-asy P:;lce Tt £10.95 each. Also attractive WALL PLAQUES at £15.85 and CAR BADGES at

MILIT ARY o L £13.70 each. REGIMENTAL TIES (striped design) at £5.45 each (RA FLASH
MemoFile Military Systems Ltd £6.28). Cnlested designs E'.:’ 08. Send SAE fo.r Services Price List.

CHURCH HOUSE D. J. Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley

CHURCH STREET Drive, Brighton BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during

LONDON EI5 3JA mornings only. 1122

Systems Ltd Qi

RANGERS I

WANTED! MOST MAKES

SUPPLIED
LEFT HAND DRIVE CARS

(Please state make and model required)
Most Makes and Models required

BEST PRICES PAID

H.Q. (0980) 53434/53427
Rick Barton
0264 790538

CARYATID MOTORS (OVERSEAS) LIMITED
2-6 DURHAM ROAD - LONDON N7 7DR.
Telephone: 071-281 1234 ans

THE PEUGEOT 405

MICHAEL JAY . EVEN BETTER EQUIPPED
Exclusive ‘HANDCUT Since its launch, the Peugeot 405 has set the standard for

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS TAILORING B8 others to beat.
3 But, not content with our success, we've raised the standard
Sweaters - Sweatshirts Our UNBEATABLE Q even higher by improving the level of equipment on most
T Shirts - Sports Shirts MESS DRESS s 405 models,
offer 4 " veaz=. S0 now, equipment like an electric sunroof,
Rugby & Hoc key Jerseys INCLUDES central locking, electrically operated front windows
Shorts Socks & Ties * Mﬂlrdur“ﬂ’ and power assisted steering, all come as standard”
# 48hr.despatch ‘ So call in and see our latest suceess story for yourself. We've
FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE EXPRESS ?grvict raised our ~amn:jau'(i~ 0 you can raise yours.
NO MINIMUM ORDER * :-lvl_m;lﬂl rl‘lﬂl{l o | "Flaniand equipment varieson updelipe, - 0 0
# Highest quality — .
. N N’
JENKINS KNITWEAR * Best fit POST THIS COUPON FOR YOUR LION'S SHARE PEUGEQT
5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT Loc;u::;::::::::mmonmu Name: .............o.... - Rank: .......... REQUIRED .-
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE Address =
Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469 UK and abroad including Berlin = 205
Please telephone: ' S 308 [
. Date Delivery Required. T g
Stowmarket 0449-766088 405 |

TO RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES LTD.,

4 A w 505 [
THADEWINDS 1 e "’;::":::_:‘ issimply UNBEATABLE FHEEPOST [s)g?gg‘JHGTON SAUSBURY

@ a# ||  WE'LL GIVE YOU THE CREDIT FOR BEING WELL DRESSED

OUTDOOR

bl iy 3 MONTH’S
INTEREST FREE
UK BAOR
88 i Equador i OPM CREDIT
Olive or Black £ 3699 £ 3218
65 Litra Equador £ 3250 £ 2828
35 Litre Equador day sack £1550 £ 13.74
Karrimor Condor 60-100 £14995 £120.82
Karrimor Jaguar 585 £11309 £ 8812
Buttalo Allweather sleeping
bag. 4 Season outer \
+ Thermaliner + Compressar
+ Stuffsack £ 7995 £ 69.55
Norwegian Army Shirts £ 1495 £ 13.00
Combat Gloves, U N I
SizesMor L £ 1398 £ 1217
New Hydro Ram Bivvi. Breathable,
100% waterproof, DPM, Zip £ 4995 £ 4345
Two tone cam cream £ 299 £ 280
Perex owe ¢ 205 ¢ 25 For Warrant Officers and Sergeants of most Corps:
Buttalo Mountain Shirt (Olive) £4995 € 4345
SAS Smock £ 7500 £ 6525

+ £2.00 Postage and Packing

PRIs enquire about accounts CHEVRON DRESS SHIRT BOW TIE

For catalogue send SAE to

VAT

JACKET TROUSERS WAISTCOAT £2 4 5 . 00 EXCL

TRADEWINDS, Outdoor Centre, For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps please contact us (see below)
e 8 Park Road,
& We:Ingb;:rou:ir\. E Head Office: Uniformal, Van Dungic House, Meynell Avenue,
e Rothwell, Leeds 1526 ONU. Telephone (0532) 826102 Fax (0532) 821457

and Fax Minden (0571) 40067. Hours 9.00am-4.30pm Monday-Friday

2
L Telephone orders; 0933 76632 Chris Kemp. 7'J BAOR Office Telephone
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SILVERMAN'’S

“Britain’s leading supplier of kit to the professionals”
NEW BERGEN PLCE Nato Ref No: 8465-99-978-5360/62

@ Main body available in two sizes — long or short for optimum fit, both have the same capacity.
Both models include a light aluminium alloy frame built into internal pockets of the rucksack. The
frame moulds to the individual's body shape for increased comfort, and can be used with belt kit.

@ Anintegral harness gives support over the shoulders, and is adjusted by buckles and straps
attached to the rucksack base. The buckles are quick release allowing for quick discarding in an
emergency. An adjustable padded belt gives extra security.

@ The main rucksack body carries a separate pocket at the front, an external pocket on the main
lid as well as a map and document pocket built into the inside of the lid. There are straps on the
side for skis, a carrying handle at the top, and various load carrying points on the lid, sides and
base as an aid when parachuting, and to secure such items as a sleeping bag by means of the
utility straps. The lid is elasticated and has a shroud to prevent ingress of water. The main fabric
is textured nylon coated with light polyurethane in olive drab. Capacity 120 litres approx.

@ The two side pouches are attached to the main body by heavy duty zips, and can be used singly
or zipped together to form a small day patrol pack equivalent. For this mode of use a separate
lightweight adjustable yoke is provided.

@ Lifetime guarantee Price £125.00 + £2.25 p&p

NEW BRITTON BOOT

These brand new Lightweight Waterproof Combat Boots are
available in sizes 6 — 12 (Colour black as illustrated)

£43-99 + £2.25 p&p

@ Northern Ireland Boot £29.99 + £2.25 p&p

@® DMS Boots £24.99 + £2.25 p&p
@® DMS Shoes £24.99 + £2.25 p&p
® Ammo Boots £49.99 + £2.25 p&p

® Danner Boots — phone for price
® Rocky Boots — phone for price

RUCKSACK SAS/PARA BERGEN

Nato Ref No: 8465-99-136-1886

® These nylon framed Bergens are genuine issue MoD kit and will
hold approx 120 litres.

@ This Bergen has been developed to meet the requirements of all
Special Forces and is suitable for use in Tropical, Wet, and Arctic
environments.

@® Guaranteed for life.

@ Phone for price and delivery, or call at our store.

T ——— et
—_— e

PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION
PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’S

MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sunday 10-1pm

“Britain’s Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professionals”
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| Announcements
Births, Deaths and Marriages. The
announcement classification is for the
announcement of Births, Deaths and
Marriages only. If you wish to make
an announcement under this heading
please send your wording, together
with your payment (20p per word plus
VAT) to Soldier Magazine, Classified
Advertisements, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GUI11 2DU.
Telephone 0252 347352 or Aldershot
Military 2352.

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £16.55 FOR A YEAR'S SUBSCRIP-
TION IN UK, £10.00 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £21.15 OVERSEAS (SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUI1
2DU.

(Cheques to Command Cashier UKLF).  4f29

|  ForSale

Lifelike Soldiers, reproduced in
Bronze/resin  on attractive wooden
plinths. Send large SAE for brochure —
Classic Sculptures, The Orchard, 19
Bartons Road, Fordingbridge, Hants
SP6 1]D. 0425 652360. TC

Full/miniature size medals mounted
for wear or display. Send for full list of
new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars, clasps
etc and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. Worcestershire
Medal Services, 25 Golden Cross Lane,
Carshill, Bromsgrove B61 OLG. Tel
0527 35375. 0591
Ask your PSAO for a Volunteers
Pocket Book — many TA/HSF units
have them, it helps your PRI funds.
Special discounts available for TS/HSF
Units. Apply Military Pocket Books,
PO Box 28, Leven, Beverley, East
Yorks HU17 5LA. Tel: 0964 542878.
0591
Diamond Regimental brooches.
Beautifully made brooches from £350.
J. M. Bickerton, Manufacturing
Jewellers, 13 Vyse Street, Birmingham
B18 6LE. 021-551 7366 for details.
P.R.1.’s also supplied. 791

Attention! All PRI's and units. H. W.
Slimm & Sons (est 20 yrs)
Manufacturers and Wholesalers to
British and foreign armies now have
catalogues available to PRI’s and units.
30/44 Shilton Road, Barwell, Leicester-
shire LE9 8HA. 0455 843730. 3191

Engraved regimental desk-name pla-
ques, presentation plaques. Dinner
name-place settings. Full range of
silverware and pewter tankards. No
minimum quantity. Diane Evans
Engraving Company, Malayan, Reigate
Lane, Murton, Swansea, W. Glam SA3
3AN. Tel: 044 128 2835. Manufactur-
ers, Designers, Engravers. 0891

Every TA/HSF Soldier needs a
Volunteer Pocket Book. If your PSAQ
cannot supply you — don’t miss out —
send £3.75 for your copy, or £4.75 for
Pocket Book plus Pathfinder Protrac-
tor/Romer (50p off normal price).
From: Military Pocket Books, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
S5LA. 0591
Shoulder holsters for Browning, Colt
etc. £19.50. Chest rigs 9 x SA 80
magazines plus maps etc £29.50. P & P
£1.90 all items. Comkit, PO Box 10,
Ammanford, Dyfed SA18 3WA. Tel:
0558 668585. 591

Fleece and Fibre Pile Clothing for
professional and leisure use. Save
pounds through mail order. Free colour
brochure and price list from Amphib
Trading Company, 12 Furland Close,
Plymstock, Plymouth, Devon PL9
ING. 791

CLASSIFIED

Silverman’s now have in stock for
immediate dispatch or collection brand
new MAL USA Flying Jackets in sage
green, black or navy blue. We have all
sizes and these are the type that has the
orange lining and are extremely popular
with our forces. Price £49.50 - if you
decide to purchase by mail order please
add £2.25 per order for p&p.
Silverman’s, Mile End, London El
4PS. Tel: 071-790 5257. T

Silverman’s have available the brand
new G.S. Issue Shirt in all sizes at
£12.99 each for the small & medium
sizes and £13.99 for the large and extra
large. If you decide to purchase by mail
order please add £2.25 per order for
p&p. Silverman’s, Mile End, London
E14PS. Tel: 071-790 5257. O

Silverman’s now have large stacks of
genuine Norwegian Shirts with button
cuff, small and medium sizes £17.99
each, large and extra large at £18.99
each. If you decide to use our mail
order service please add £2.25 p&p per
order. Silverman’s, Mile End, London
E14PS. Tel: 071-790 5257. TC

Silverman’s now have in stock the very
popular Helly Hanson pile jackets in
navy or green, all sizes. Price £47.50
each. If you wish to use our mail order
service please add £2.25 p&p per order.
Silverman’s, Mile End, London El
4PS. Tel: 071-790 5257. TC

Silverman’s now have in stock genuine
brand new G10 watches at £47.99 (one
vear guarantee). If you decide to use
our mail order service please add £2.25
per order. Silverman’s, Mile End,
London EI 4PS. Tel: 071-790 5257. tc

Silverman’s now have in stock leather
banded victor style Berets in most Regt
at the very reasonable price of £10.99
each. Should you require to use our
mail order service please add £2.25 for
each entire order. Silverman’s, Mile
End, London E1 4PS. Tel: 071-790
5257. e
Silvermans now have in stock all sizes
in the very popular “Danner” and
“Rocky” boots. Please phone for prices
and delivery details. Phone 0717 900
900. TC

Silverman’s have in stock the old
pattern PTI track tops (new) at £27.99
also PTI belts red elastic £9.99, PTI
vests with red border £5.99 and PTI
badges at £1.99 each. If you decide to
use our mail order. service please add
£2.25 per order for p&p. Silverman’s,
Mile End, London E1 4PS. Tel:
071-790 5257. TC
Original Oil Paintings. At very
attractive prices. Commission a special
portrait from your favourite photo-
graph. The classic adornment for
Home, Study, Office, Mess and the
ideal gift for the special occasion.
Details s.a.e. Mr K Horsham, Landart,
36 Twyford Avenue, London W3 9QB.

591
Rhodesian and South African uni-
forms, medals, badges and books for
sale. Send 20p coin for a list to Kaplans,
Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, Johan-
nesburg, South Africa. 1591

Miniature and replacement medals
supplied, mounted for wear, write or
phone for quotation, Raymond Hol-
dich, Trafalgar Square Collectors
Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street, London
WC2. 071-930 1979. 1391
Born 1890-1990? ‘Times’ Newspapers,
genuine originals, excellent condition in
presentation ‘wallet’. Ideal birthday/
anniversary present. £15.95 ea. 3 dates
£42, UK/BFPO. Access/Visa. Free
details, Bygone News, 56 Hill Road,
Weston Super Mare, Avon. Tel: 0934
412844 (24 hrs). 1191
British metal cloth badge lists. State
which required and send SAE please.
Genuine badges bought. Peter Fuller,
50 Isis Street, London SW18 3QN. osor

Direct Military Supplies (UK). Full
colour brochure available for £1.00
(deductable from your first order). New
only goods, both military and
ceremonial. New 100% cotton OG
shirts, better than the issue version!
£13.50. Lightweight Combat Boots
with zips/laces £39.50 per pair. High leg
combat boots (from size 3) £37.50 per
pair. Tropical DPM Trousers £27.50.
Berghaus ROC Bergens £89.50. ROC
pouches £17.50. Berghaus Crusader
£129.50. SAS Windproofs £79.50. Para
Smocks £59.50, NI Combat Gloves
£16.50. DPM boot Toppers £12.50.
MoD lightweight OG trousers £17.75
and much more. Ceremonial service:
White Dress belts with Regt badge
mounted, Stable Belts, gloves, dress
sashes. Pace sticks etc. etc.. Direct
Military Supplies, Unit 7, Pickwick
Workshops, Park Lane, Corsham,
Wilts SN13 OHN. Tel. 0249 715574.
Three day service available on
Access/Visa orders! Order direct from
the above listing or send for your
brochure now! 191
***The Britor Boot*** The new
lightweight combat boot. Hard wearing
and resilient. Many satisfied customers
throughout the Army and overseas. For
delivery by mail please post cheque or
PO price £41.13 (plus £6.52 VAT UK)
plus £2.30 p&p to Britorion Ltd.,
Alexander House, Station Road,
Aldershot, Hasz GUII 1BQ. Tel: 0252
344454, The Britor Boot — the original.
Money back guarantee. 391

Military postcards superb coloured
sets. Gurkhas (7 cards) £3.30. Royal
Engineers (6 cards) £2.30. Irish Guards
(6 cards) £2.30. WW1 tanks (6 cards)
£2.60. Geoff White, Backwell, Bristol
BS19 3JA. 1791
Military prints — for colour catalogue
send £1.00 plus SAE and if required
£2.00 for 16 miniprints to: Cranston
Fine Arts, PO Box 30, Helensburgh,
Dumbartonshire G84 85X. 1391

Hand Embroidered bullion badges for
Army, Navy, Air Force, Clubs etc.
Contact: J Arthur & Co., Box 301,
Sialkot-Pakistan. Fax: 92-432-85408.
499
Professional Medal Mounting and
anodizing service. New miniature and
replacement medals supplied. Wire
blazer badges, qualification, trade and
mess kit insignia. Quality display
framing. Excellent service sensible
prices. Details from Air Militare, 39
Park Lane, Middlesbrough, Cleveland
TS13LQ. Tel: 0642 232650. 991

58" quick release belt buckle — no
cutting required — replaces original
buckle £1.99. New 1991 military and
survival catalogue £1.00 free with order
- S.0.F. 3B Brymau 3 Estate, River
Lane, Saltney, Chester. 791
For that special lady in your life, at
prices you won’t believe, gifts of superb
quality, saucy, sexy, lingerie. For our
catalogue, price list and order form,
send £3.00 to S.A.M. Trading, 17
Malthouse  Gardens, Marchwood,
Southampton S04 4XY. 591

Military badges for sale - S.S.A.E. for
list to Bas Bruntlett, 68 Pinfold Lane,
Methley, Leeds. Telephone 0977
515811. 391

Would you believe it??? Buy one of our
souvenir plots of land for only £10. and
you become a Scottish Highland
‘Laird’, with the use of a remote
‘Lochside Retreat’. All ‘Lairds’ receive
a handsome 16"x10" personalised
‘Land-deed’. A unique gift or
presentation idea. Full details from S A
Survival, Gayfield, Arbroath, Scotland
DD11 1Q]J. 0591
Motor Cycles. Set 50 cigarette cards.
Beautifully reproduced under licence.
£10.95 post free. List 30 other sets free.
Taverner, 48 Cornwallis Avenue,
Folkestone, Kent CT19 5]W. 0391

Badges. Finest quality hand embroi-
dered badges in gold, silver bullion
wires and coloured silk. Blazer, cap,
shoulder badges; crests, emblems,
insignia, banners, sashes, tassels, collar
tabs, shoulder straps, bredes etc. First
sample offered free of charge, best
quality, most competitive prices. Send
sketch, logo, photo or existing free
sample for free sample. Quality
approved by the Ministry of Defence
(stores and clothing). §J & J Malo, 20
Brook Drive, North Harrow, Mid-
dlesex HA1 4RT. Tel: 081-861 3357
Fax: 081-861 0728. TC

Genuine British and foreign military
badges for sale and wanted. C. L. Heys

(Antiques) Ltd., PO Box 615,
Middleton, Tamworth, Staffs B78 2AZ.
1391

Excalibur — Arthur’s Sword, full sized
polished steel blade. Bronzed and
leather hilt £125. Samurai Swords from
£70. Actual size. Outstanding quality,
sharp, superhard, optional stands. Send
£1.30 for Sword Catalogues. Battle
Orders, Dept SO12, 71 Eastbourne
Road, Willingdon, E Sussex BN20
9NR. Phone 03212 5182. 1391

Books: New and second-hand military
books. Thousands available. Send for
free lists. Ray Westlake, 53 Claremont,
Malpas, Newport, Gwent NP9 6PL.
3591
Airsoft L85-A1 S.M.G. £89.
H&KMP5A3 £65. M16-A1 £89 6mm
Ballshot £2 100R. Plus £5 per item
p&p. Full catalogue send £1.30. Actual
size models. Working actions, detach-
able magazines. Battle Orders, Dept
SO12, 71 Eastbourne Road, Willing-
don, E Sussex BN20 9NR. Phone
03212 5182. 1391

L b 40 4b b 28 4 db 2 Oh &b

Regimental Shields and Shieldclocks:
We now manufacture for most
Regiments and Corps of the Army.
Design and manufacture second to
none. Shields £8.50 and Shieldclocks
£16.00. Contact Trevor Gough,
Military Marketing, 37 Avonside,
Stratford Upon Avon, Specialists in
new design. Tel: 0789 293048.
Minimum order 25.

LR 2 2h 2 4 20 b &b b 4 2 4

U.S. Special Forces Cadence Tapes
will push you to the limit of total
fitness. Listen while you jog or march.
US Marines, US Army Infantry, US
Army Rangers, US Army Airborne, US
Green Berets. £8.95 each incl p&p.
Choose jogging or marching. The
Qutdoorsman’s Bookstore, Llangorse,
Powys LD3 7UE. Tel: 087484 660. 2191

Heaven Scent. Quality perfume and
complementary toiletries at affordable
prices. Also gift baskets. Gift wrapped,

personal message, delivered nation-
wide. Tel: 0493 655851. 791

o

Plymouth. Comfortable Guest House
close 1o Hoe and all amenities. H & C.
Families welcome. T.V.s in all rooms.
Open all year. Deva House, 16 Radford
Road, West Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3PY.
Tel: 0752 662999. TC

Penzance, family guest house, close to
sea, H&C, TV lounge, open all year,
b&b £10, bb&em £16. Seaforth,
Mennaye Road, Penzance TR18 4NG.
Telephone 0736 63378. 1391

Ten days choice of 150 luxury hotels
only £25. Spain, France, Germany,
Malta. Accommodation free. Details
SAE Frank Perry, 77 Prince Charles
Road, Broadstairs CT10 3HH. 0591
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Cyprus. Family owned fully air
conditioned 3 star hotel. Y2 board
CY£112.75 p.p.p.w. Also luxury
bungalow with pool facilities sleeps 3/4
persons CY£174.50 p.p.p. week. Both
include fully comprehensive insured
unlimited mileage car. Flights
arranged. Ring David 051-722 3708
anytime. 1380

Fully equipped 4/5 berth mobile home
to let at 4-star holiday green campsite.
Contact WO Kerr, ACIO Brighton,
0273 28305 or evenings, weekends 0273
300663 1591

French Riviera St. Raphael large
caravan on coastal site, Mediterranean
view, all facilities, convenient for
Monaco, Nice, Cannes, St. Tropez.
Telephone: 081-949 1431. 781

Profit
Belvedene Property Management, spe-
cialists for HM Forces worldwide.
Homeowner? Posted and worried? Let
good tenants pay your mortgage while
you are away! We provide a complete,
comprehensive, reliable and guaranteed

from your property with

Property Rental and Management
Service, tailored for the special needs of
our HM Forces clients from the longest
established fully professional specialist
Agency. Full coverage of all areas
England and Wales. Most of the staff
are ex-service themselves and under-

stand your problems completely,
including the special Rent Act
provisions to protect you as a

homeowner abroad. *Find out about
our full range of services. *Send now
for full dertails and brochure to:
Belvedene Property Management, Mill-
mead House, Ratyan Road, Amesbury,
Wilts SP7 4DZ. Tel: 0980 625066. ¢

The Servicemen’s House Letting and
Caretaking Agency provides a property
management service which is second to
none. Designed by servicemen specifi-
cally for house-owning servicemen in
the Surrey/Berkshire/Hampshire/Wilt-

shire/Oxfordshire/Dorset  areas. For
brochure write or ’phone: SLCA,
“Wild Woods”, 12 Lime Ave,

Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847.
Also SLCA, “Brae House”, Marl-
borough, Wilts, Tel: (0672) 54380. Also
SLCA, 65 Dorchester Road, Oakdale,
Poole, Dorset. Tel: (0202) 680073. 371

Dorset area, including Bournemouth,
Poole, Blandford, Bovington, New
Forest. Long established letting agents
now with Rental Guarantee Insurance.
Brochure from Michael Scott & Castles,
745 Christchurch Road, Boscombe,
Bournemouth. Phone (0202) 37321 - or
5a New Orchard, Poole, Dorset. Phone
10202) 682299. TG

Wiltshire/Dorset/Hampshire. Com-
prehensive Letting and Management
Agents. A family firm who know from
experience the particular problems of
Service families. We operate a full
Rental and Management service with
the accent on individual service. Write
or telephone now to: Sarum Properties,
The Beeches, Broadchalke, Salisbury,
Wiltshire SP5 5D]. Telephone: 0722
780153. 1391

A] Property Services can take the
worry out of letting your property while
you are away. We offer a comprehen-
sive range of letting and property
management Services to meet your own
special requirements. Our service is
highly effective and personal. For our
brochure please contact A] Property
Services, Waterloo House, Church
Lane West, Aldershot, GUIl 3LW.
Telephone (0252) 23030/315576. 981

Gerlings (incorporating Scotlet Ltd).
We provide a complete property
factoring and management service for
members of H.M. Forces in Scotland.
So relax about the posting, profit from
your property and let Gerlings look
after your property. For details write to
Gerlings, 101 Whitehouse Loan,
Edinburgh EH9 1AT or phone us
031-447 0111. TC

An efficient personal service offered in
Residential Lettings to landlords in
Hampshire/Surrey/Berkshire. Brochure
available, Property sales arranged.
Apply Rogers Property Co. Ltd., 30
Reading Road South, Fleet GU13 9QL.
Tel: (0252) 811352 or Basingstoke
(0256) 771833 1591

end of

Warminster,
terrace. Lounge, large kitchen, study,
playroom, gas central heating, large
gardens, fitted carpets. Phone: 0985
216579 after Spm. 591

4  bedroom,

Vinevard for sale in garden of England
near Dover. Up to 3,000 bottles per
yvear. Ripe for expansion and
development. Off Licence. Modernised
4 bedroom house, fully insulated, gas
central heating. Double garage, barn
and wine store. About 3Y2 acres. Offers
in region of £185,000 invited. Apply to

Box No 035, Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants
GUI124RY. 0391

| Services |

Loans £1,000-£7,500. No deposit, cars,
furniture, holidays, clear up to date
loans, HP, credit cards, one lower
repayment, cash spare. No interviews,
confidential service. Tenants and
homeowners welcome. For more
information and written details ring
Norstar Finance 0929 423925 (from
overseas 0044-929-423925) 9am-9pm 7
days. T

‘AMAZING’ rent free holidays for
life, finance available, plus free cash
bonuses, and up to 12 months premium
paid on all home loans, life/family
insurance, health care, savings, invest-
ments and business loans. Free quotes,
no obligation. Contact Admiral Fi-
nance, PO Box 158, Ipswich IP8 3QZ.
Tel: 0473 686330. 2591

Draw tickets 3,000 £40 plus £7.80 per
1000 after that. “At Home” cards, all
forms of mess, club and personal
stationery at reasonable prices. Tele-
phone 0305 835150 anytime. 0591
Insure Your house, MSQ or kit via our
low cost HMF insurance plan - contact
TDS Insurance Services (Freepost), 16
Guthrie Court, Morley Street, London
SE17QQ. 11791

Prepare for Civvy Street. Home study
Hypnotherapy course leading to
Diploma Institute membership. For
free brochure and demonstration
cassette telephone Aldershot (0252)
313561 24 hours. Hypnotherapy
Centre, 53 Victoria Road, Aldershot,
Hants. 0991

PLEASE
MENTION

SOLDIER

WHEN REPLYING TO
ADVERTISEMENTS s

Driver

Chemfreight
Courses. For approved Hazfreight and

Training,
Hazpak civilian qualification. Mid-
week and weekend dates available at
substantially reduced rates for service

personnel. For more information ring
us on 0928 580505. 591

B
Encyclopaedia Britannica. Clean sets
of any edition always wanted. Nicholas

McConnell 071-733 5438 or 0304
375318. 0791
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[ FOOTBALL SPORT AWARDS

SQUASH

Dave’s
double
hits
Hants

Army 2,
Hampshire 0

TWO well-taken goals by Cpl
Dave Maynard (DERR) gave
the Army a significant win over
Hampshire in their opening
game in the South West
Counties championships, en-
ding in the process any chances
the county might have had of
progressing in the competition,
writes Pat Massey.

LCpl Shane Smith (REME)
and QMSI Joey Roach (APTC)
kept the visitors at full stretch
with pacey raids down the
flanks, and it was Smith who
made the opening for
Maynard’s first goal.

Smith was again involved in a
move which ended when the
county goalkeeper turned away
a thunderous shot from Bdr
Steve Bates (RHA).

Former Army skipper Sandy
Brown, now with Basingstoke
Town, began to orchestrate
play in midfield and Hampshire
twice went close to scoring.

Roach’s  defence-splitting
pass to Maynard 15 minutes
from the end finally settled the
issue. Maynard rode one crude
tackle before planting the ball
in the back of the Hampshire
net, and minutes later nearly
completed a hat trick after
LCpl Colin Brown (RE) had
put him in the clear.

Somerset and Avon lead the
table with five points from
three games, and the Army’s
win immediately lifted them
into second place above Devon,
Hampshire and Wiltshire who
have all played two.

Army XI 6,
Army Crusaders 0

Following their narrow 1-0
win of a year ago, the Army
paid the Crusaders the compli-
ment of fielding a very strong
side for the latest fixture
between these sides.

The result was a six-goal win
for the Army, although only
after the officers’ side had put

Maj David Viccars (RTR), pictured here running the line during the last Hong Kong rugby sevens
tournament, achieved a long-held ambition when he was selected to referee a match between the
Colony and Fiji. Although the match was not regarded as a full international, the Fijian XV was made
up of capped players. They won 77-3. David was forced to give up playing eight years ago after
breaking a leg badly during a game

up a brave struggle.

SI Mickey Johnson (APTC)
opened the scoring and Cpl
Dave Maynard (DERR) added
a second before half-time.

Crusaders opened the second
period with their best spell of
the match, but were twice
denied by skipper Sgt Clint
Webbe’s timely interceptions.

In the second half Johnson
and Maynard both scored
again, and a Maynard shot was
deflected in by Lt Paul Bosher
(R Signals). Webbe finished off
the scoring with the best goal of
the match, a looping header
into the corner.

Army1,
Civil Service 2

An error by Gnr Mark
Mahoney (RHA) allowed the
Civil Service in for their first
goal against the Army at
Aldershot Military Stadium,
but he made amends just before
the interval when he converted
a cross from LCpl Shane Smith
(REME) to equalise.

Some straight talking by
coach QMSI Tommy Arm-
strong (APTC) during the
break produced much greater
commitment from the Army
players in the second half.

But two minutes after the
restart the Civil Service ’keeper
saved from Cpl Shaun Gilman
(RAOC) and banged the ball
upfield. A centre was whipped
across the Army goal and SI
Nigel Wiscombe (APTC) was
given no chance by a diving
header.

With the Army piling on the
pressure, Gilman hit the
crossbar, then fired just wide.
Johnson brought the save of the
match out of the Civil Service
goalkeeper.

Bdr Steve Bates (RA), who
had another outstanding game,
also had a good effort saved.

Man of the match was Sig
Jim Strouts (R Signals), a
member of the Army Youth
team last season.

FAXI7,
Combined Services 1

A Football Association XI
drawn from northern non-
League clubs proved much too

strong for a weakened Com-
bined Services side playing
their first match of the season.

The Servicemen arrived at
Frickley Athletic in Pontefract,
Yorks full of vim and vigour,
only to suffer their worst
walloping for years.

Scorer of the Services’ goal
was LWitr Paul Benson of the
Royal Navy following a move
which involved Bdr Steve Bates
and Sgt Clint Webbe of the
Army.

The FA uses this fixture as a
trial for the England non-
League international squad,
and on this eviderice they have
some impressive young talent
from which to select.

@ The Gulf crisis has caused
the postponement of the
scheduled Combined Services
tour to Oman.

Super
sappers

THE Royal Engineers retained
the Inter-Corps squash cham-
pionship, sweeping all before
them, writes Lance Brett.

The RAOC came second and
the APTC third. Sadly, the
Royal Signals who lost their
star players to Op Granby
duties in the Gulf, came last
and were relegated.

REME did not lose a single
match in Division 2 and were
promoted, while the Infantry B
team was promoted from
Division 3 to Division 2.

49



{ CORPS’ BASKETBALL RUGBY

APTC
hold
off
Signal
effort

ELEVEN corps teams gathered
at the RCT’s excellent indoor
facility at Grantham for tour
days of highly competitive
basketball in the Inter-Corps
championships, the Army’s
premier tournament.

APTC confirmed their top
seeding by finishing their pool
unbeaten, and went on to win a
superb final against Royal
Signals who led the other pool.

But the signallers were not
given an easy ride, losing to
RAMC/RADC. The pool even-
tually had to be sorted out on
points difference, with the
Royal Artllery joining R
Signals, APTC and the Royal
Engineers in the semi-finals.

In the first of these the young
gunner team went down 73-59
to APTC after a spirited
performance in which Sgts
Martin and Laurence and Gnrs
Bent and McNally kept the
game alive with consistent
scoring.

But APTC’s greater experi-
ence paid off in the final ten
minutes with a sustained,
error-free attack coupled to
solid defence.

QMSI McCracken and Sgts
Rollinson, Johnson and Toney
all hit double figures for the
PTlIs.

Superior sapper shooting
gave them an early lead over the
signallers 1n the second
semi-final, but the second seeds
fought back and levelled at
60-60 after Cpl Higgins, the
sappers’ main rebounding
strength, had been side-lined
with five fouls.

R Signals were eventual
winners by 74 points to 67.

Smith, Grant, Bain, Peat and
Williams did the damage for
the signallers, while RE relied
on Laslett, Higgins and
McGill.

APTC took an early lead in
the final but some devastating
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MAJOR Brian McCall, REME,
last winter’s Army and Com-
bined Services rugby captain,
has been named Sportsman of
the Year by the Combined
Services Sport Board, writes
John Quin.

The announcement will be
greeted by all who know him,
administrators and  players
alike, with great satisfaction.

Brian has been at the helm of
the Army XV for the past three
seasons, skippering the side to
three consecutive Inter-Service
Crowns.

He always led by example,
on and off the field, and won
the trust of players both in the
Army camp and Combined
Service colours.

His warm personality, cou-
pled with that soft lilt of his,
belied his ability to motivate 14
other hairy rugby players to a

peak of controlled aggression

HONOUR

before they left their Twick-
enham dressing room to ‘“do
the business™.

Brian resisted all attempts by
the ARU to get him into the
Army pullover and may be best
remembered for his rendition
of Danny Boy after one notable
defeat of the Royal Navy at
Twickers.

I am assured that when he
collects his award at the Royal
Tournament next summer he
will not be asked to take on the
Navy in the Field Gun race.

The Regular Army beat the
Territorial Army by 29 points
to 15 at Aldershot just before
Christmas, with the “home”
side skippered on the night by
2nd Lt Andy Deans (RAEC).
Not a bad start for someone
playing his first game for the
Army.

In the Army Cup, the Major
Units’ line-up in the UK

Medics win
in Bahrain

CPL Nigel Rigby scored twice
for 22 Field Hospital Group
when they took on Bahrain
RFC in a rugby match played
in the Gulf. The British medics
went on to win by 28 points to
three.

There were also tries for Capt
Kevin Griffin and LCpl Rab
Kenny, and conversions by Sgt
Ginge Whitfield and LCpl Taff
Thomas.

Left — Brian McCall in action
for the Army at Twickenham

N’S

quarter-finals is a rematch of
last year’s semi-finals, with
Troops Hereford entertaining
the Dukes, the Welsh Guards
taking on 1/3 Training Regim-
ents RE, an all-gunner clash
between 7 Para RHA and 29
Cdo Regt (if they beat 2 Para!),
and SEME entertaining the
winners of the 15 Sigs — 3 Para
match.

Bidding for places in the
Minor Units’ (UK) competition
are Scottish Div Depot, who
take on AAC Harrogate, JIB
Shorncliffe and JLR Colerne,
and 5 AB Bde Log Bn against
the winners of 33 Fd Sqn RE
and RMP Lisburn.

The fourth spot goes to
Depot Prince of Wales’s
Division who were given a bye
when 9 Ordnanace Bartalion
had to withdraw because of
their Op Granby commitments.
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shooting by Tedby meant the
signallers were never more than
eight points adrift, and only
three at half-time.

The nerve of the PTIs was
fully tested as the spectators got
behind the underdogs, and for
a period it looked as though the
favourites might crack.

Excellent shooting by Smith
and Tedby, ably supported by
Williams and Grant, pushed
the signallers into a three-point
lead. But shrewd use of the

APTC substitutes by coach
QMSI Francis enabled rested
legs to raise the tempo in the
closing minutes.

The offensive and defensive
rebounding strength of
McCracken and Rollinson
swung the advantage back to
APTC, while Pask, Johnson
and Tony sustained the fast
break and pressurised R Signals
into inaccurate shooting.

The final whistle blew with
the hard-pressed PTIs ahead

by just four points, 63 to 59.
In the play-offs for the minor
places, the gunners beat the
sappers 60-42, REME (5th)
beat RCT (6th) 81-68, RAMC/
RADC (7th) beat RAOC (8th)
58-39, and ACC (9th) beat
Infantry (10th) 96-53.

Prizes were presented by Lt
Col George Donald, RE who,
after many years of involve-
ment with Army basketball at
all levels, was saying his
farewells before his retirement.
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- A section of B Company, 1st Battalion,
‘The Staffordshire Regiment deploys from

a Warrior during debussing drills in the: %
Saudi Arabian desert. .

Picture: Sgt Andy Mason RAOC
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