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A TEAM of British Army
technicians, medics, and plan-
ners has joined the Royal
Marines of 539 Boat Squadron
in Brazzaville, Congo.

The 67-strong force is to
take charge in the event of an
evacuation of the 260 British
expatriates currently in Zaire.

In the wake of the declara-

tion of a state of emergency by
President Moburtu, the For-
eign Office has advised expa-
triates to leave the country.
The boats and hovercraft of
the Marines would be used on
the Congo river if the country
slips further into chaos.
Elements of 30 Signal Regi-
ment, 1 PWRR, 29 Regiment

Army, Marines ready for Zaire dash

RLC, 23 PFA, and 5 Airborne
CSS Battalion RLC are on
standby to whisk the ex-pats
to safety.

Rebel leader Laurent Kabila
claimed his troops were within
160 miles of Zaire’s capital,
Kinshasa, and would press on
until the Mobutu government
stood down.

Taking Courage: Second Lt Maynard Williams
clears the wall on the assault course during the
hotly-contested Courage Trophy military skills
competition for Territorial Army units based in
London District. The prestigious annual contest was
won by an eight-man team from B Company, The
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London Regiment. Edgware and Hornsey-based B
Coy, up against 32 other teams from all over London,
including the 10th Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment and 101 Engr Commandos, won most of the
events outright. Tests included forced marches,
night navigation, shooting and driving.

woman from sea

TWO soldiers plunged into the icy waters of Belfast Lough to rescue a
young woman in danger of drowning.

Pte Kevin Sherwood (19)
and LCpl Michael Bowen
(21), both serving with 23 Pio-
neer Regiment RLC and based
at Kinnegar, were returning to
their base in the early hours of
the morning when they saw the
woman jump off rocks into the
sea.

“She was obviously under
the influence of alcohol and
had decided to go for a swim,”
said Pte Sherwood. “We tried

to coax her to the shore with-
out success, and it became
apparent that she was in diffi-
culty and couldn’t return to
the rocks.”

Pte Sherwood dived in but
the woman swam further into
the lough. LCpl Bowen, who
had alerted the RUC and med-
ical services, waded in to help
his colleague.

When the police and Coast-
guard reached the scene the

woman was carried across the
rocks on a stretcher and kept
warm until medical help arrived.

@ In February, soldiers serv-
ing with the lst Battalion, The
Royal Anglian Regiment saved
the life of a man who attempt-
ed to burn himself to death
outside their base at Fort
Whiterock in west Belfast. He
returned later to leave a box of
chocolates as a gesture of
thanks.



SCE International

e Flexible finance tailored to suit
you (subject to status), including
Rover Select Optional Purchase
Scheme with Guaranteed
Future Value

* Big savings from Rover/SCE

concessions - Tax Free + Tax Paid
» Fast efficient mail order service
o Expert advice and test drive

e Easy used car disposal-UK
values agreed in advance

e Delivery where vou want it,
shipping arranged
* Widespread after sales network

o

Initials R ——

Name:

Address:

Day Tel;
Title/Rank
_ Date required:

Postcode:_
Eve Tel.
Car for use in (country);

I'am interested in:
800 Serics
Rover Tourer
Mini

200 Series
100 Serics

MGF
TAX PAID FOR UK USE

100 Series
Rover Cabriolet

600 Series
Rover Coupe

Sol 28/04 I'AX FREE FOR EXPORT

= ————— = m———— e —

UK HOTLINE
SCE 01367 241225

SUPPLY
(We'll call back)

If it’s Rover...it’s SCE

right

ESSENTIAL

KIT. £3.93.

Motorola D460 £9.99
Exclusive to HM Forces
#* No deposit
* Use in over 50 countries
#* Per second billing :
# Free calls every month for life
#* Digital quality
* Instant credit pass
For further details and mail order CALL TODAY

Aldershot (01252) 316222

MOBILE
GOMMUNICATIONS

Offer subject to status and connection fee and the signing of & 12 mor
Phone shown subject to change. Line rental starts at £14.89 a mth ex

elinet
THE BIG NETWORK

e agreement with Securior Cellular Services.
of 1D requirec

SCE Ltd. FREEPOST, Faringdon Oxon SN7 5BR UK
AN (R TR TR aWE, R

I_ Have you been captured by -I

i SOI.DIER" !

SOLDIER's snaps are a snip

If you have been captured on camera by one

3 of SOLDIER magazine's photographers
then why not buy a top quality reprint?

x5",..£5.60 8'x6"...E7.50
12" x 8"...£12.00
Digital Prints (up to Ad size)...£7.00

I Other sizes available on request. (All prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p.)

All enquiries please to:

The Photographic Department, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU, Tel: 01252 347357
—— GpERE ANSES SR R A TeeRT S
Vernon Rees & Goodalls Ltd
Military Tailors
SNCOs MESS KIT
from £330000 inc VAT

includes Shirt, Bow Tie & Ranking

@ 01132 880 880

40 Commercial Street, Rothwell, Leeds, LS26 0AW. Fax: 01132 880 864

@.D.G@olding jalrs

= GabDg0oding

Tﬁ—/iﬂr’ﬁm b acdare

4

Military Livery and Civilian Tallors

Our Representative will call at your

ll request. Ring (01727) 841321 -

Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to:
I 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts ALT 4LW
| NOME o
| AAAreSS. ..o
b
(| s e s S i
| Tel ...
| Please state your particular requirements below

——— e —— —— — — ——



SN EW SN,

Army
on trial
over
equality

THE Ministry of Defence has
been given a further year to
make progress on improving
racial equality within the
Army, but faces a six-month
review of the situation in Sep-
tember.

It has been told by the Com-
mission for Racial Egquality
that if there is not clear
progress in dealing with the
issues over the next six months
the CRE would “feel forced to
consider invoking its statutory
powers”.

When the MoD agreed to
implement a wide-ranging
racial equality action plan in
March last year the CRE with-
held its non-discrimination
notice for a year, and agreed
to abandon it altogether if ade-
quate progress was shown.

On March 25 the commis-
sion reported that it did not
feel adequate progress had
been made, primarily in areas
which give a measure of the
levels of commitment and will-
ingness to change attitudes and
practice.

® Last month the MoD
accepted a report, commis-
sioned by the department,
which found that offensive lan-
guage, behaviour and attirudes
were a “significant feature” of
life in the Army.

MORE than 800 foreign mili-
tary personnel from 83 coun-
tries were training in the UK
on March 1, 1997. The coun-
tries included Belarus, Brazil,
Bulgaria, China, Czech Repub-
lic, Estonia, Georgia, Indone-
sia, Japan, Jordan, Latvia,
former Yugoslavia, Republic
of Macedonia, Mozambique,
Namibia, Oman, Paraguay,
Poland, Romania, Russia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Thailand,
Tonga, Ukraine, Uruguay,
Yemen and Zimbabwe. — Par-
liamentary reply. |

Southern Atlantic rendezvous: Lt Gen Christopher
Wallace, Commander Joint Operations, meets
Gurkhas during a four-day tour of military and
Royal Air Force locations in the Falkiand Islands.
He flew to Goose Green and San Carlos Cemetery
to pay his respects to the fallen, met members of

A

the Joint Communications Unit and called on A
(Delhi) Company, the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Gurkha Rifles. Gen Wallace is pictured with (from
left) Rin Bohat Gurung, Lt (QGO) Guptaman
Gurung and Capt (QGO) Indra Gurung.

® Fifteen years on - next issue

Compensation system
due for review, say MPs

IT IS time the compensation
system for Service personnel
injured on duty was “thor-
oughly  re-examined”, the
Commons Defence Commit-
tee said last month.

In one of its last reports of
the old Parliament — on the
latest developments concern-
ing Gulf War illnesses — the all-
party committee also called for
ex gratia compensation pay-
ments to be made to veterans
who can prove health problems
were caused exclusively by
exposure to organophosphate
(OP) pesticides.

In a third significant recom-
mendation, the MPs said they
believed “a good case” has been
made for some ministerial re-
sponsibility for veterans’ affairs.

While welcoming the set-
ting-up of studies into the
nature of the symptoms, the
report called for officially-

funded research also into the
causes of Gulf-related illnesses
and for reports on significant
similar work around the world
to be made available to Parlia-
ment.

The MPs said they were
curious as to why French forces
in the Gulf, unlike British and
American, had apparently
avoided any long-term medical
after-effects.

Their report added: “We find
it incredible that the [UK] Ser-
vices did not apparently know
what quantities of which pesti-
cides were taken to the Gulf, let
alone used there, and that it has
proved so difficult to establish
these basic facts subsequently.

“If nothing else, this episode
has revealed serious flaws in
the areas of logistic support,
record-keeping and environ-
mental health during the Gulf
War.”

The committee asked for a
full account to its successor
committee or to the new Par-
liament by October 1, 1997 “of
why Parliament was misled
about the use of organophos-
phates in the Guif and what
action has been taken as a
result, including the outcome
of disciplinary and court mar-
tial proceedings.”

It also called on the MoD to
help make it easier for serving
and former Service personnel
to gain access to their medical
records.

Bowman bid

A TENDER worth more than
£1 billion to produce and sup-
port the Bowman combat radio
system has been invited by the
MoD from Archer, a joint ven-
ture company being formed by
ITT UK Ltd, Siemens Plessey
Systems and Racal.

\
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Dunblane
memorial

created

ROYAL Engineers based in
Osnabruck, Germany have built
a memorial to the children killed
in the Dunblane massacre.

It is sited in a local school.

Sappers from 3 Troop, 1 Field
Squadron, part of 21 Engineer
Regiment, were tasked to take
on the project at Osnabruck’s
Derby School to mark the first
anniversary of the tragedy.

They created a garden of
remembrance centred on a five-
tonne granite rock brought in
from a nearby barracks.

Skyship 600

back in the air
FLYING trials for the Army’s
Skyship 600 began again in
November and will continue
until July, Armed Forces Min-
ister Nicholas Soames said in a
parliamentary written answer.
The envelope of the £2.6
million airship was ruptured
during a masting operation at
the Boscombe Down defence
test site nearly two years ago.

Airmobile units
on fire warning

NEARLY 500 troops were
standing by to fight blazes in
Essex following the announce-
ment of strike action by the
county fire service.

Twenty-eight Green God-
dess tenders, maintained at a
base in Staffordshire by the
Home Office, had been sent to
Colchester.

A composite company of
300 troops based on 24 Airmo-
bile Brigade Combat Service
Support Battalion RLC was
receiving training from the

Defence Fire Service at Wat-
tisham, and a further 200 sol-
diers were earmarked for
administration and other sup-
port duties.

The composite company
also involves personnel drawn
from the Royal Scots Gurkha
Rifle Company, 19 and 47
Regiments RA, 10 Regiment
RIC and 210 Signal
Squadron. The Royal Air
Force has committed 85
airmen and eight fire and
rescue units.

Welsh TA sappers mobilise

PART-TIME soldiers from the
Royal Monmouthshire Royal
Engineers (Militia) joined 21
Engineer Regiment Group in
Tomislavgrad, Bosnia to serve
with a composite plant troop.
The 22 Welsh sappers were
joined by ten soldiers from
other Territorial Army units

around Britain, and one from
the Royal Jersey Militia.

The team is led by Capt
Louise Clark, a chartered civil
engineer in civvy street. Anoth-
er woman, Spr Georgina
Rabbit of Walsall-based 143
Plant Squadron (M), is the
troop’s fitter.

NEWSI-INES

What the papers have been saying

TWO retired generals led a del-
egation to Downing Street to
press for the early release of two
Scots Guardsmen Mark Wright
and Jim Fisher, jailed for life for
kiling a Belfast man while on
patrol. — Independent

- Battle is joined at Pegasus
Bridge in Normandy, where the
Airborne Forces museum could
be closed in a dispute with
Arlette Gondrée, owner of the
adjoining café, liberated by
British troops in 1944, — Times

J A 200-strong advance
guard of the People's Liberation
Army may arrive in Hong Kong
this month to prepare for the
entry of the main body of Chi-
nese troops at midnight on June
30. — Daily Telegraph

J US defence scientists have
developed a smart bullet that
can follow the twists and turns of
its target. The 20mm cannon
ammunition is designed for the
US Air Force. — Guardian
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RAVYEAS CALE

Plus all your allowances and charges

SENIOR OFFICERS

Rank Daily rates
1/4/97 112/97
£ £
General Level 3 (CDS only) 351.70 356.17
Level 2 282.90 293.99
Level 1 282.90 284.98
Lieutenant General Level 3 209.59 217.81
Level 2 209.59 212.68
Level 1 209.59 211.14
Major General Level 3 185.25 190.70
Level 2 185.25 187.98
Level 1 185.25 186.62

PAY B

OFFICERS - MAIN SCALE

Includes male & female officers of the R Irish (HSFT) serving on the revised
financial terms of service introduced on 21/4/77 & officers of the R Irish (HSPT)

Rank Service Daily rates
1/4/97  112/97
£ £
2nd Lt (UC) On Entry 22,75  22.98
+1 year 26.12 26.38
+2 years 29.32 29.62
+3 years 32.01 32.33
2nd Lt (SSLC) On commissioning 29.76 30.05
After 9 months 31.79 32.10
2nd Lt 39.69  40.08
Lt On appointment 52.46 52.99
+1 year 53.84 54.38
+2 years 55.22 55.77
+3 years 56.60 57.16
+4 years 57.98 58.55
Capt On appointment 66.85 67.56
+1 year 68.65 69.39
+2 years 70.45 71.22
+3 years 72.25 73.05
+4 years 74.06 74.88
+5 years 75.86 76.71
+6 years 77.66 78.54
Maj On appointment 84.81 85.67
+1 year 86.91 87.79
+2 years 89.01 89.91
+3 years 91.11 92.03
+4 years 93.22 94.15
+5 years 95.32 96.27
+6 years 97.42 98.39
+7 years 99.52 100.51
+8 years 101.62 102.63
Special List Lt Col 117.13  118.49
Lt Col On appointment/under 19 years service 119.32 120.86
2/19 years in rank/service 122.46 124.04
4/21 years in rank/service 125.60 127.22
6/23 years in rank/service 128.74 130.40
8/25 years in rank/service 131.88 133.58
Col On appointment 138.69 140.47
+2 years 142.34 14417
+4 years 145.98 147.87
+6 years 149.63 151.57
+8 years 153.27 155.27
Brig 170.04 172.41

OFFICERS - REGULAR COMMISSION

(LATE ENTRY)

Includes officers of R Irish (HSFT) serving on revised financial terms of
service introduced 21/4/77

8 years

Daily rates
1/4/97 1/12/97
Captain T £
On appointment/commission 81.42 82.22
1 year 82.67 83.49
2 years 83.89 84.73
3 years 85.12 85.97
4 years 86.34 87.21
5 years 87.57 88.45
6 years 88.80 89.69
90.02 90.93

OFFICERS - SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

(LATE ENTRY)

service introduced 21/4/77

Daily rates effective from 1/4/97

Includes officers of R Irish (HSFT) serving on revised financial terms of

Years of soldier service from age 18

<12yrs 12-15yrs 15yrs+
Lieutenants & Captains only £ £ £
On appointment/commission 73.82 77.62 81.42
1 year 75.73 79.53 82.67
2 years 77.62 81.42 83.89
3 years 79.53 82.67 85.12
4 years 81.42 83.89 86.34
5 years 82.67 85.12 87.57
6 years 83.89 86.34 88.80
B years 85.12 87.57 90.02
10 years 86.34 88.80 90.02
12 years 87.57 90.02 90.02
14 years 88.80 90.02 90.02
16 years 90.02 90.02 90.02

Effective from 1/12/97

Lieutenants & Captains only
On appointment/commission 74.53 78.38 82.22
1 year 76.45 80.30 83.49
2 years 78.38 82.22 84.73
3 years 80.30 83.49 85.97
4 years 82.22 84.73 87.21
5 years 83.49 85.97 88.45
6 years 84.73 87.21 89.69
8 years 85.97 88.45 90.93
10 years 87.21 89.69 90.93
12 years 88.45 90.93 90.93
14 years 89.69 90.93 90.93
16 years 90.93 90.93 90.93

WOFFICERS — ROYAL ARMY CHAPLAINS’

continued on next page

DEPARTMENT
Rank Service Daily rates
1/4/97  1112/97
Chaplains Classes 4 (Capt), 3 (Maj) and 2 (Lt Col) £ £
On appointment 66.85 67.56
+2 years 71.74 72.53
+4 years 76.63 77.50
+6 years 81.52 82.47
+8 years 86.42 87.44
+10 years 91.31 92.41
+12 years 96.20 97.38
+14 years 101.09 102.35
+16 years 105.99 107.32
+18 years 110.88 112.29
+20 years 115.77 117.26
+22 years 120.66 122.23
+24 years 125.60 127.22
+26 years 130.49 132.19
Chaplains Class 1 (Col)
On appointment/under 24 years service 125.60 127.22
2/24 years in rank/service 130.49 132.19
Principal Chaplain (Col) 138.69 140.47
Deputy Chaplain General (Brig) 145.98 147.87
Chaplain General (Maj Gen) 170.04 172.41
m VETERINARY OFFICERS
Rank Service Daily rates
1/4/97 112/97
Captain and Major £ £
On appointment 66.85 67.56
+1 year 71.57 72.35
+3 years 76.30 77.14
+5 years 81.03 81.93
+7 years 85.76 86.72
+9 years 90.49 91.51
+11 years 95.22 96.27
+13 years 100.23 101.23
+15 years 105.19 106.24




Veterinary officers, continued from Page 7
+17 years 110.16 111.26
+19 years 115.12 116.26
+21 years 120.08 121.28
Lt Col On appointment 123.94 125.54
+2 years 127.91 129.56
+4 years 131.88 133.58
Colonel On appointment 138.69 140.47
+2 years 142,34 14417
+4 years 145.98 147.87
+6 years 149.63 151.57
+8 years 153.27 155.27
Brigadier 170.04 172.41
w SOLDIERS - SCALE RATES
Daily rates effective from 1/4/97
Rank Class Band A B Cc
£ B £
Pte 4 Band 1 24.87 2517 25.62
3 Band 1 27.86 28.16 28.61
Band 2 32.34 32.64 33.09
Band 3 37.32 37.62 38.07
2 Band 1 31.15 31.45 31.90
Band 2 35.67 35.97 36.42
Band 3 40.64 40.94 41.39
1 Band 1 33.88 34.18 34.63
Band 2 38.39 38.69 39.14
Band 3 43.35 43.65 44.10
LCpl 3 Band 1 33.88 34,18 34.63
Band 2 38.39 38.69 39.14
Band 3 43.35 43.65 44.10
2 Band 1 36.18 36.48 36.93
Band 2 40.70 41.00 41.45
Band 3 46.08 46.38 46.83
1 Band 1 38.92 39.22 39.67
Band 2 43.44 43.74 44.19
Band 3 48.82 49.12 49.57
Cpl 2 Band 1 41.63 41.93 42.38
Band 2 46.13 46.43 46.88
Band 3 51.51 51.81 52.26
1 Band 1 44.69 44.99 45.44
Band 2 49.18 49.48 49.93
Band 3 54.56 54.86 55.31
Sgt Band 4 49.24 49.54 49.99
Band 5 54.15 54.45 54.90
Band 6 59.49 59.79 60.24
SSgt Band 4 52.08 52.38 52.83
Band 5 56.96 57.26 S57.71
Band 6 62.33 62.63 63.08
Band 7 68.79 69.09 69.54
wo2 Band 4 55.68 55.98 56.43
Band 5 60.58 60.88 61.33
Band 6 67.18 67.48 67.93
Band 7 73.78 74.08 74.53
WO1 Band 4 59.38 59.68 60.13
Band 5 64.26 64.56 65.01
Band 6 70.96 71.26 71.71
Band 7 77.54 77.84 78.29
Effective from 1/12/97
Pte 4 Band 1 25.15 25.45 25.90
3 Band 1 28.17 28.47 28.92
Band 2 32.70 33.00 33.45
Band 3 37.73 38.03 38.48
2 Band 1 31.49 31.79 32.24
Band 2 36.06 36.36 36.81
Band 3 41.09 41.39 41.84
1 Band 1 34.25 34.55 35.00
Band 2 38.81 39.11 39.56
Band 3 43.83 44.13 44.58
LCpl 3 Band 1 34.25 34.55 35.00
Band 2 38.81 39.11 39.56
Band 3 43.83 44.13 44,58
2 Band 1 36.62 36.92 37.37
Band 2 41.19 41.49 41.94
Band 3 46.64 46.94 47.39
1 Band 1 39.39 39.69 40.14
Band 2 43.97 44.27 44.72
Band 3 49.41 49.71 50.16
Cpl 2 Band 1 42,13 42.43 42.88
Band 2 46.69 46.99 47.44
Band 3 52.13 52.43 52.88
1 Band 1 45.23 45.53 45.98
Band 2 49.77 50.07 50.52
Band 3 55.21 55.51 55.96
Sgt Band 4 49.74 50.04 50.49
Band 5 54.69 54.99 55.44
Band 6 60.09 60.39 60.84
SSgt Band 4 52.60 52.90 53.35
Band 5 57.53 57.83 58.28
Band 6 62.96 63.26 63.71
Band 7 69.48 69.78 70.23
wo2 Band 4 56.24 56.54 56.99
Band 5 61.19 61.49 61.94

All categories, includi

JUNIOR ENTRANTS

ng young soldiers, but excluding officer cadets

Age Daily rates
1/4/97 112/97
£ 2
Junior aged under 17 15.49 15.67
Junior 17 but under 17'/2 18.80 19.01
Junior 17"z in adult post 24,86 25.15

PAY

Band 6 67.85 68.15 68.60
Band 7 74.52 74.82 75.27
wo1 Band 4 59.97 60.27 60.72
Band 5 64.91 65.21 65.66
Band 6 71.67 71.97 72.42
Band 7 78.32 78.62 79.07
m SOLDIERS - TYPE “R” ENGAGEMENTS
Daily rates effective from 1/4/97
Rank Class Band A B Cc
g
Pte 4 Aged 17-17"2 18.33
4 24.24 24.54 24.99
3 Band 1 27.16 27.46 27.91
Band 2 31.52 31.82 32.27
Band 3 36.38 36.68 37.13
2 Band 1 30.36 30.66 31.11
Band 2 34.77 35.07 35.52
Band 3 39.62 39.92 40.37
1 Band 1 33.03 33.33 33.78
Band 2 37.42 37.72 38.17
Band 3 42.26 42.56 43.01
LCpl 3 Band 1 33.03 33.33 33.78
Band 2 37.42 37.72 38.17
Band 3 42.26 42.56 43.01
2 Band 1 35.27 35.57 36.02
Band 2 39.68 39.98 40.43
Band 3 44.92 45.22 45.67
1 Band 1 37.94 38.24 38.69
Band 2 42.35 42.65 43.10
Band 3 47.59 47.89 48.34
Cpl 2 Band 1 40.58 40.88 41.33
Band 2 44,97 45.27 45.72
Band 3 50.21 50.51 50.96
1 Band 1 43.57 43.87 44.32
Band 2 47.94 48.24 48.69
Band 3 53.19 53.49 53.94
Sgt Band 4 48.00 48.30 48.75
Band 5 52.79 53.09 53.54
Band 6 58.00 58.30 58.75
SSgt Band 4 50.77 51.07 51.52
Band 5 55.53 55.83 56.28
Band 6 60.76 61.06 61.51
Band 7 67.06 67.36 67.81
wo2 Band 4 54,28 54.58 55.03
Band 5 59.06 59.36 59.81
Band 6 65.49 65.79 66.24
Band 7 71.93 72.23 72.68
WOo1 Band 4 57.89 58.19 58.64
Band 5 62.65 62.95 63.40
Band 6 69.18 69.48 69.93
Band 7 75.59 75.89 76.34
Effective from 1/12/97
Pte 4 Aged 17-17'/ 18.53
4 24.51 24.81 25.26
3 Band 1 27.46 27.76 28.21
Band 2 31.88 32.18 32.63
Band 3 36.78 37.08 37.53
2 Band 1 30.70 31.00 31.45
Band 2 35.15 35.45 35.90
Band 3 40.06 40.36 40.81
1 Band 1 33.39 33.69 34.14
Band 2 37.83 38.13 38.58
Band 3 42,73 43.03 43.48
LCpl 3 Band 1 33.39 33.69 34.14
Band 2 37.83 38.13 38.58
Band 3 42.73 43.03 43.48
2 Band 1 35.70 36.00 36.45
Band 2 40.15 40.45 40.90
Band 3 45.47 45.77 46.22
1 Band 1 38.40 38.70 39.15
Band 2 42.86 43.16 43.61
Band 3 48.17 48.47 48.92
Cpl 2 Band 1 41.07 41.37 41.82
Band 2 45.52 45.82 46.27
Band 3 50.82 51.12 51.57
1 Band 1 44.09 44.39 44.84
Band 2 48.52 48.82 49.27
Band 3 53.82 54.12 54.57
Sgt Band 4 48.49 48.79 49.24
Band 5 53.32 53.62 54.07
Band 6 58.58 58.88 59.33
SSgt Band 4 51.28 51.58 52.03
Band 5 56.08 56.38 56.83
Band 6 61.38 61.68 62.13
Band 7 67.74 68.04 68.49
wo2 Band 4 54.83 55.13 55.58
Band 5 59.65 59.95 60.40
Band 6 66.15 66.45 66.90
Band 7 72.65 72.95 73.40
wWo1 Band 4 58.46 58.76 59.21
Band 5 63.28 63.58 64.03
Band 6 69.87 70.17 70.62
Band 7 76.35 76.65 77.10

PAY

OFFICER CADETS

Rank Daily rates
1/4/97 1/12/97
£ £
Officer Cadet on entry 27.85 28.13

PAY)

MILITARY PROVOST GUARD SERVICE

Rank Class Daily rates
1/4/97 1/12/97
5 £

Pte 4 23.30 23.56

1 31.74 32.09
LCpl 1 36.47 36.91
Cpl 1 41.88 42.38
Sgt 46.14 46.61
SSgt 48.81 49.29

[PAY

ROYAL IRISH SOLDIERS (HSFT)

Daily rates effective from 1/4/97

Soldiers enrolled on or after April 21, 1977 and soldiers enrolled before
that date who opted to transfer to the revised financial terms of service

Rank A B [+
£ £
Pte B 19 and under 24.87 25.17 25.62
20 24.87 2517 25.62
21 and over 24.87 25.17 25.62
Pte A 33.88 34.18 34.63
LCpl 38.92 39.22 39.67
Cpl 49.18 49.48 49,93
Sgt 54.15 54.45 54.90
SSgt 56.96 57.26 57.71
wo2 67.18 67.48 67.93
WO1 77.54 77.84 78.29
Effective from 1/12/97
Pte B 19 and under 25.15 25.45 25.90
20 25.15 25.45 25.90
21 and over 25.15 25.45 25.90
Pte A 34.25 34.55 35.00
LCpl 39.39 39.69 40.14
Cpl 49,77 50.07 50.52
Sgt 54.69 54.99 55.44
SSgt 57.53 57.83 58.28
woz2 67.85 68.15 68.60
wO1 78.32 78.62 79.07

Daily rates effective from 1/4/97

m LENGTH OF SERVICE INCREMENTS

Rank 9 years 12 years 15 years 18 years 22 years
£ £ £ £ £
Pte 0.84 1.18 1.18 1.18 1.18
LCpl 0.84 1.18 1.18 1.18 1.18
Cpl 0.84 1.18 1.44 1.44 1.44
Sgt 1.01 1.44 1.77 2.10 2.10
SSgt 1.01 1.44 1.77 2.44 2.44
wo2 1.01 1.44 1.77 2.44 2.78
wo1 1.01 1.44 1.77 2.44 3.19
Effective from 1/12/97
Pte 0.85 1.20 1.20 1.20 1.20
LCpl 0.85 1.20 1.20 1.20 1.20
Cpl 0.85 1.20 1.45 1.45 1.45
Sgt 1.02 1.45 1.79 2.13 2.13
SSgt 1.02 1.45 1.79 2.46 2.46
wo2 1.02 1.45 1.79 2.46 2.81
wo1 1.02 1.45 1.79 2.46 3.23

ADDITIONAL PAY

Officer pilots and flying Instructors
Daily rates effective from 1/4/97

£

Qualified Aircraft Comdr, 2nd Lt, Maj & Lt Col
with less then 6 years in rank

Initial rate
Middle rate
Top rate
Lt Col after 6 years
+8 years
Colonel on appointment
+2 years
+4 years
+6 years
+8 years
Brigadier

Qualified as pilot

9.60
16.11
24.34
23.03
21.66
20.31
18.94
17.61
15.59
13.55

8.12

2nd Lt, Maj & Lt Col with less than 6 years in rank

Initial rate
Middle rate
Top rate

4.75
10.48
12.32

Officer pilots and flying Instructors

Effective from 1/12/97

£

Qualified Aircraft Comdr, 2nd Lt, Maj & Lt Col
with less then 6 years in rank

Initial rate
Middle rate
Top rate
Lt Col after 6 years
+8 years
Colonel on appointment
+2 years
+4 years
+6 years
+8 years
Brigadier

Qualified as pilot

9.70
16.27
24.59
23.27
21.89
20.52
19.14
17.78
15.75
13.69

8.20

2nd Lt, Maj & Lt Col with less than 6 years in rank

Initial rate
Middle rate
Top rate

4.80
10.58
12.45

Army flying pay
Reserve band
£

18.94
18.94
18.94
18.94
17.61
15.59
13.55
11.52

6.91

10.48

19.14
19.14
19.14
19.14
17.79
15.75
13.69
11.64

6.97

10.58

Soldier pilots and flying instructors and REME serving test pilots

Effective from 1/4/97

£

Qualified Aircraft Commander

Initial rate
Middle rate (1)
Top rate (2)
Qualified as pilot
Initial rate
Middle rate (3)
Top rate (4)

9.60
16.11
24.34

4.75
10.48
12.32

£

18.94

10.48

Soldier pilots and flying instructors and REME serving test pilots

Effective from 1/12/97

£

Qualified Aircraft Commander

Initial rate
Middle rate (1)
Top rate (2)
Qualified as pilot
Initial rate
Middle rate (3)
Top rate (4)

Aircrew
Effective from 1/4/97

Initial rate
Middle rate
Top rate

Aircrew
Effective from 1/12/97

Initial rate

Middle rate
Top rate

Parachutist
Effective from 1/4/97

Qualified Parachutist

9.70
16.27
24.59

4.80
10.58
12.45

4.75
10.48
12.32

4.80
10.58
12.45

£
3.63

Assistant Parachutist Jumping Instructor ~ 5.21

continued on next page

£

19.14

10.58

10.48

10.58

3.91




(CHARGES

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE
® Regular Army rent

and rates rebates

® TA and Reserve
Forces pay scales

ENTITLED CASUAL MEALS

Effective from 1/4/97

Meal Charge VAT Total
£ £ £
Breakfast 0.54 0.09 0.63
Main meal of the day
(either midday or evening meal) 1.79 0.31 2.10
EITHER: Third meal
(midday or evening meal) 1.25 0.22 1.47
OR: (high tea or supper) 0.90 0.16 1.06
(late snack or light tea) 0.35 0.06 0.41
All meals in one day 3.58 0.62 4.20

Effective from 1/12/97

Breakfast 0.54 0.09 0.63
Main meal of the day
(either midday or evening meal) 1.81 0.32 213
EITHER: Third meal
(midday or evening meal) 1.27 0.22 1.49
OR: (high tea or supper) 0.91 0.16 1.07
(late snack or light tea) 0.36 0.06 0.42
All meals in one day 3.62 0.63 4.25

Overseas rates are as above, except that VAT is not applicable.

(CHARGES

Additional Pay, continued from Page 9
Parachutist
Effective from 1/12/97
£ £
Qualified Parachutist 3.67
Assistant Parachutist Jumping Instructor ~ 5.27 3.95
SAS
Effective 1/4/97 £ £
Lower rate Higher rate
All officers and WO1 16.05 22.50
WO02/SSgt/Sgt 12.88 19.29
Cpl and below 10.47 16.85
SAS
Effective 1/12/97 2 L
Lower rate Higher rate
All officers and WO1 16.22 22.73
WO02/SSgt/Sgt 13.02 19.49
Cpl and below 10.57 17.03
Daily rates
1/4/97 112/97
Divers (all ranks) Category £ £
ACAD 1 2.76 2.79
UDS:Army 2 5.57 5.63
AAD 3 7.96 8.04
ADS 4 13.54 13.68
ADI 4 13.54 13.68
Gurkha service £ £
Lt Col and above 5.25 5.25
Major 4.58 4.58
Capt 3.90 3.90
Lt/2nd Lt 3.30 3.30
Gurkha language £ £
Lower rate 0.54 0.55
Higher rate 0.95 0.96
London pay £
Basic rate 2.74
Separation Allowance £
Within UK & NW Europe 3.10
Outside NW Europe or separated for more
than 6 months in any 12 month period 4.00
Longer Separated Service Allowance £
Basic rate 4.00
Middle rate 5.50
Higher rate 7.50
Longer Service at Sea Bonus £ £
2 years but under 5 years 3.03 3.06
5 years but under 10 years 5.09 5.14
10 years and over 6.28 6.35
Changes to Additional Pay consequent
upon the introduction of LSSA
£ £
N Ireland 4.40
N Ireland Resident Supplement (NIRS) 4.40
South Georgia 4.40
Other minor forms of Additional Pay
Work in unpleasant conditions g £
Soldiers only 0.63 0.64
Work of an objectionable nature £ £
All ranks Basic rate 4.08 4.12
Higher rate 12.08 12.20
Experimental P 5
All ranks per test 1.83 1.84
Royal Logistic Corps, helicopter crews £ £
All ranks 3.33 3.36
Special communications £ 2
Sgts to WO1 7.69 7.77
Sigs to Cpl 5.78 5.84
Special Forces communications £ £
Officers, Sgts & WOs 7.85 7.94
Cpls & below 6.73 6.80
Air despatch £ £
Under Trg/Lower rate 3.33 3.36
Higher rate (after 4 years on preceding rate) 5.38 5.43

FOOD
Daily rates
1/4/97 112/97
£ £
Married unaccompanied officers/other
ranks in marital status categories 1 and 2 2.28 2.30
Officers and other ranks in marital
status categories 3,4 and 5 3.10 3.13
MISSED MEALS
Daily rates
1/4/97 112/97
£ 2
Breakfast 0.54 0.54
Main meal of the day
(either midday or evening meal) 1.79 1.81
EITHER: Third meal (midday or evening meal) 1.25 1.27
OR: (high tea or supper) 0.90 0.91
(late snack or light tea) 0.35 0.36
All meals in one day 3.58 3.62

£ SINGLE ACCOMMODATION

Daily rates effective from 1/4/97

England/Scotland/Wales/Overseas

Rank Grade

1 2 3 4

£ £ £ £
Major and above 4.09 3.72 2.69 1.70
Captain and below 3.34 3.03 2.18 1.39
SNCO 2.52 2.29 1.65 1.04
Corporals and below 1.45 1.32 0.95 0.60
Juniors 1.18 1.04 0.76 0.48

Effective from 1/12/97
Major and above 4.15 3.76 2.7 1.70
Captain and below 3.37 3.05 2.19 1.39
SNCO 2.55 2.31 1.66 1.04
Corporals and below 1.47 1.33 0.95 0.60
Juniors 1.16 1.05 0.76 0.48
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S GARAGES AND CAR PORTS

Daily rates effective from 1/4/97

[ CHARGES

SINGLE QUARTERS UTILITIES

Daily rates (All areas except Northern Ireland)

£ 1/4/97 1/12/97
Rank £ £
Standard garage 0.44 Major and above 0.76 0.78
Substandard garage 0.30 g;‘ggi" and below gi? gg?
Standard car port 0.22 Corporals and below 0.42 0.43
Substandard car port 0.15 Juniors 0.36 0.37
FAMILIES ACCOMMODATION
Daily rates effective from 1/4/97
England/Scotland/Wales/Overseas Northern Ireland
Type 1 2 Grade A 1 Grade 1
£ £ £ B £ £ 15 £
| F 12.23 11.13 7.49 4.56 8.99 7.50 3.65 0.55
PF 11.51 10.49 7.04 4.29 8.57 7.15 3.46 0.52
UF 10.80 9.84 6.58 4.02 8.14 6.79 3.28 0.49
1} E 11.05 10.02 6.77 4.15 7.93 6.59 3.22 0.49
PF 10.41 9.44 6.36 3.90 7.55 6.28 3.05 0.46
UF 9.76 8.87 5.96 3.66 7.17 5.95 2.89 0.44
] F 9.69 8.81 5.98 3.70 5.12 4.14 1.74 0.00
PF 9.15 8.32 5.63 3.49 4.87 3.94 1.66 0.00
UF 8.60 7.83 5.28 3.28 4.63 3.74 1.57 0.00
v E 7.98 7.26 5.09 3.16 4.20 3.39 1.48 0.00
PF 7.48 6.80 4.77 2.96 3.97 3.21 1.40 0.00
UF 6.98 6.35 4.44 2.76 3.75 3.02 1.32 0.00
Vv F 6.99 6.38 4.43 2.84 3.67 2.98 1.29 0.00
PF 6.55 5.98 4.15 2.66 3.47 2.81 1.21 0.00
UF 6.10 5.58 3.86 2.49 3.27 2.65 1.14 0.00
+Bedroom F 0.50 0.44 0.34 0.16 0.50 0.44 0.34 0.16
PF 0.47 0.42 0.32 0.15 0.47 0.42 0.32 0.15
UF 0.44 0.39 0.30 0.14 0.44 0.39 0.30 0.14
D F 5.50 5.02 3.59 2.27 3.23 2.64 1.25 0.00
PF 5.19 4.74 3.39 2.15 3.07 2.52 1.20 0.00
UF 4.88 4.47 3.19 2.03 2,92 2.39 1.13 0.00
Cc F 511 4.67 3.32 2.14 2.96 2.43 1.14 0.00
PF 4.85 4.44 3.15 2.04 2.83 2.32 1.09 0.00
UF 4.58 4.20 2.99 1.95 2.70 2.22 1.04 0.00
B F 4.73 4,32 3.09 1.99 2.69 2.21 1.05 0.00
PF 4.50 4.12 2.94 1.91 2.58 2.12 1.00 0.00
UF 4.29 3.91 2.80 1.82 2.47 2.03 0.96 0.00
A F 3.60 3.29 2.38 1.63 2.07 1.70 0.81 0.00
PF 3.42 3.13 2.27 1.55 1.97 1.63 0.77 0.00
UF 3.24 2.97 2.15 1.48 1.89 1.55 0.74 0.00
+Bedroom F 0.19 0.17 0.13 0.06 0.19 0.17 0.13 0.06
PF 0.17 0.15 0.12 0.05 0.17 0.15 0.12 0.05
UF 0.15 0.13 0.10 0.04 0.15 0.13 0.10 0.04
Effective from 1/12/97
England/Scotland/Wales/Overseas Northern Ireland
Type Grade Grade
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
| F 12.55 11.43 7.69 4.68 9.1 7.60 3.70 0.56
PF 11.82 10.77 7.23 4.40 8.68 7.24 3.51 0.53
UF 11.10 10.11 6.76 4.12 8.24 6.88 3.32 0.50
] F 11.34 10.29 6.94 4.25 8.1 6.74 3.29 0.50
PF 10.69 9.70 6.53 4.00 7.72 6.42 3.12 0.47
UF 10.03 911 6.12 3.75 7.33 6.09 2.96 0.45
1] F 9.95 9.04 6.13 3.79 5.25 4.24 1.78 0.00
PF 9.40 8.54 5.78 3.58 5.00 4.04 1.70 0.00
UF 8.84 8.04 5.42 3.36 4.75 3.84 1.61 0.00
v F 8.07 7.34 5.15 3.19 4.26 3.44 1.50 0.00
PF 7.56 6.87 4.82 2.99 4.03 3.26 1.42 0.00
UF 7.05 6.41 4.49 2.79 3.80 3.07 1.34 0.00
v F 7.07 6.45 4.48 2.87 3.7 3.01 1.30 0.00
PF 6.62 6.04 4.19 2.69 3.51 2.84 1.22 0.00
UF 6.17 5.64 3.90 2.51 3.30 2.68 1.15 0.00
+Bedroom F 0.50 0.45 0.34 0.16 0.50 0.45 0.34 0.16
PF 0.47 0.42 0.32 0.15 0.47 0.42 0.32 0.15
UF 0.44 0.39 0.30 0.14 0.44 0.39 0.30 0.14
D F 5.56 5.08 3.63 2.29 3.30 2.70 1.28 0.00
PF 5.24 4.79 3.42 217 3.14 2.57 1.22 0.00
UF 493 4.51 3.22 2.05 2.98 2.44 1.15 0.00
Cc F 5.18 4.74 3.37 217 3.02 2.48 1.16 0.00
PF 4.9 4.50 3.19 2.07 2.89 2.37 1.11 0.00
UF 4.64 4.25 3.02 1.97 2.75 2.26 1.06 0.00
B E 4.79 4.38 3.13 2.02 2.75 2.25 1.07 0.00
PF 4.56 4.17 2.98 1.93 2.64 2.16 1.02 0.00
UF 4.34 3.96 2.83 1.84 2:52 2.07 0.98 0.00
A E 3.64 3.33 2.40 1.65 2.10 1.72 0.82 0.00
PF 3.46 3.16 2.29 1.57 2.00 1.65 0.78 0.00
UF 3.27 3.00 217 1.50 1.91 1.57 0.75 0.00
+Bedroom F 0.19 0.17 0.13 0.06 0.19 0.17 0.13 0.06
PF 0.17 0.15 0.12 0.05 0.17 0.15 0.12 0.05
UF 0.15 0.13 0.10 0.04 0.15 0.13 0.10 0.04
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Members of the Green
Howards currently on a
Bosnian tour will not go thirsty, if
Theakston's Brewery — based
just down the road from the regi-
ment's headquarters in North Yorkshire — has
anything to do with it.

The brewery had received a number of let-

quenching their obvious thirst for the great British pint!”

ters from the Howards, saying how much they miss traditional British beer f
when stationed overseas. \
“Naturally we were delighted to be able to send some ale out to support |
our Servicemen in Bosnia,” said Theakston head brewer Hugh Curley, \
seen with Sgt Chris Fleming and Sgt Eddie Strickland as they accept- )

ed the consignment. “I'm sure that this delivery will go some way to {

algo

SPointer to the
5 o future

Cameraman
Paul Hodgson-
Hutton in the
turret of a CVRT
at Minley, driven
by Cpl Tim
Gibbs of 63
Training Support
Squadron REAV
He was filming
ABLE, the
Army’s new .
bridging equip-
ment, highlight-
ed by the BBC
programme
Tomorrow s
World this
month when its
capability of
bridging over a
30ft wet gap with
a crew of ten in
three vehicles in
40 minutes was
demonstrated.

e

'
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Two slightly overdue Second
World War medals were pre-
sented at the Adjutant Gen-
eral's Centre at Worthy
Down to the Countess
Margaurite d’Auray.
Joining the Auxiliary
Territorial Service
(ATS) as a clerk in
1941, the countess,
then Margaurite Whit-
bread, served until
1945. During her ser-
vice, she married Cana-
dian officer the Count
d’Auray, who was serving
in England with the Canadi-
an Army, and subsequently
returned to Canada, where she
remained for 50 years. Picture ; Maj Joseph Bright
It was her daughter, Sally, who lives in London, who realised that her
mother was probably entitled to medals she had never received. All
that has now been put right and, as a bonus, the countess not only met
some of her successors at Worthy, but was also delighted to discover a

\ﬁourishing ATS/WRAC regimental association, which she has joinedj

WAYNE'S

od cause

o -

. Prepar

NEVWORLD

Signing on the dotted enlistment line at the Armed
Forces Careers Office in Newport is recruit Wayne
y Wadley, following his brother Anthony (left), a pri-
vate in 1st Battalion, The Royal Regiment of
Wales.
Anthony, currently on a three-month
detached tour of duty with the regiment's
recruiting team in Cardiff, said:
s “Wayne always wanted to join up,

particularly after hearing of
. my enjoyable experiences in
. the Army since | enlisted in
1990

With the brothers is
Royal Regiment of
Wales recruiting
sergeant Neil
Presley.

B =

i «le the assault course which |
ol ta’:;le first Bradwell Bowl compe- y
tition are (left to I\.
right) LCpl Al Shaw,
Sgt Joe Stanfiel_d (
and SSgt Chlarlluef
Held in Northern Ireland, the aim O
otition is “to bring together all the
tl'ggl\:grggdesmen who serve in Northefrrwga{ |
land on an annual event in memory g hirkd
(ASM) Jim Bradwell (kiliedlm an IR Do
pblast at Thiepval Barrar_:ks._hsburn, Iasl o
per) and all those serving in I\‘.!orthern re il
who, like Jim, do not go home. (See story i

formed part of

Farley.

| picture in Diary, Page 28). e -f : v, P ; R

" Culinary
corner

Clearly happy with the win which
they cooked up against other
143 Brigade Midland units in
this year's Combat Caterer
competition, held at Stafford-
shire’'s Swynnerton Training
Camp, were (left to right)
SSgt Alan Pearmain and
Cpls Matthew Bellamy, lan
Ross and Rod Powell, of
Redditch-based TA unit 37 Signal Regiment.

Their prize-winning offering of lamb cutlets in mush-
room sauce sent them forward to the Army United King-
dom finals at Grantham on April 25-27.

Also with reason to celebrate were (top picture) LCpl
David Hankinson, Cpl Barrie McCourt, Pte Barrie Hol-
liman, and Sgt Ralph Gill of the 4th Battalion, The King's
Own Royal Border Regiment, who beat off opposition
from other representatives from 42 (North West) Brigade
in their regional heat of the competition held at Weeton
Barracks. Winners for the second consecutive year of the
brigade’s TA cookery competition shield, they also go on
to Grantham.

Another victor in the cookery stakes was Shelly Camp-
bell. More used to preparing desserts for the past two
years for between 150 and 300 soldiers at Kitchener Bar-
racks in Chatham, she is pictured with the decorated
gateau which won her a gold medal at the Kent Catering
Festival.

Receiving his second accolade of the year is Cdt RSM Christian Ivory
of Gwent ACF, as he is presented with his badge of rank at Monmouth
Castle by Maj Keith Down, 2iC Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers
(Militia).

Only the third RSM of the Gwent unit since the rank was established
— and the second from the Monmouthshire detachment, Christian was
recently made the Lord Lieutenant of Gwent's Army Cadet for 1997,
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| HAVE just returned from a trip to
Germany where two things struck
me. First, how much things
change and, secondly, how much
they stay the same.

| visited a place where | had
lived and worked with the Army
some years ago. The regiment
that had once dominated the town
had left some time ago as a result
of drawdown: their barracks is
now a town facility serving the
whole community. The school
where | taught has

Changing times
INn new Europe

the same tension exists between
the old hands who claim they had
a harder life and the younger
spouses who seem less willing to
accept compromises.

In some ways it’s reassuring to
find things so much the same. In
others it's rather disturbing to find
that we haven’t moved on. Ger-
many is changing and | think
everyone who does get out of the
British community to talk to their
neighbours will be able to see the
ways in which the

been razed to the
ground, the land is
being used to build
houses and flats, and
the quarters have
been renovated to
provide housing for
refugees and families
from the former East
Germany.

In conversation
with some of the
locals it was clear that
the British had long
since been consigned to distant
memory. | had thought that there
would have been a big economic
impact but this had been offset by
new plans and the influx of fami-
lies from elsewhere.

Among Army families, things
don’t seem to have changed at all.
Ask about the issues that concern
them and you'll get the same
range of answers you would have
got ten years ago. People are
worried about their medical ser-
vices, their schools and their
quarters. These days the worries
are slightly different in detail but
essentially the same.

The one area of concern which
remains high on the list is the fre-
quency and length of duration of
separation for reasons of duty.
For some, the long-promised
reduction of time spent apart has
come about; for others, it seems
to be more difficult than ever.

Families do understand the
need for training and duties away
from home but it doesn’t get any
easier. The ways in which people
cope are as various as ever and

people are facing up
to the challenges of
modern  European
life.

The small commu-
nity that was once so
dominated by the
British Army has
adapted itself to its
new life with new atti-
tudes and new
enthusiasm.

They have not
clung to out-dated
attitudes and spent precious time
complaining about the unfairness
of life. To see the old barracks
being so well-used was a cheer-
ing sight. It has created a whole
new spirit about that part of town
and brought the area into the
main body of the community.

Perhaps the most poignant
signal of change was the window
of the office that used to belong to
the RSM. In former times it was a
dusty, bare expanse of glass
through which he would watch the
comings and goings at the main
gate.

As | walked by | noticed that the
window had been cleaned and
dressed with a pair of curtains in a
jaunty design. Attached to the
glass was a spring scene with
rabbits and daffodils painted by
small children. The RSM would
have been furious. | found it rather
a good sign.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO
786; c/o Soldier.

Designed
to help

LINCOLNSHIRE-based house-
builder Stamford Homes, which
offers packages to Army personnel
to buy new homes in the county
and in Northamptonshire, is offer-
ing free design and decorating
advice at the Rhine Army Summer
Show (May 17-19). Designer
Annette Kettle will be on hand to
answer questions and give tips.
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A NEW arrangement between
Naafi and British Sky Broad-
casting means troops in
Europe will be able to watch all
three Sky sports channels —
until now not legally possible.

Following an approach to
BSkyB by Col Tom Blackford
of the MoD’s Service Person-
nel Policy Branch, Naafi clubs
in Germany and Bosnia will
benefit from free viewing cards.

SRV VETE

Getting an insight into how
the British Forces Broad-
casting Services studio at
Lisburn operates was this

group of soldiers’ children, currently living in County Londonderry
while their fathers, serving with the 1st Battalion, The Highlanders,
complete a two-year tour of duty. The youngsters, who also saw a live
broadcast go out on air, were being given a treat by families’ NCO Rab
Cunningham to thank them for their hard work in helping to raise £500
for charity by playing in and organising football events.

Curb those cash
advances — wife

THE somewhat aggrieved wife of a
serving soldier has written on the
topic of advances of pay.

“I think it is about time the Army
reviewed its policy on AR (Acquittal
Roll) payments. | am sure | am not
the only wife to find less money at
the month end,” she tells Soldier.

AR payments — cash advances
made to soldiers anywhere in the
world — are normally deducted
from the following month'’s pay.

“There should be a maximum
percentage of earnings, with a limit
of one or two payments a month,
with exceptional cases counter-
signed by senior officers,” the wife
suggests.

“Servicemen who take repeated
AR payments should also be fol-
lowed up,” she adds. “The Army
takes a stern view on soldiers who
end up in debt, yet their current
policy encourages it.”

Asked for the official point of
view, Directorate Staff and Person-
nel Support (Army) told Soldier.
“The current policy regarding cash
payments to banking soldiers is
that they are not to receive cash
payments ‘unless approved by the
CO’, in accordance with Manual of
Army Pay Duties Chapter 3 Sec-
tion 9 paragraph 03151.

“This procedure is checked
annually by the SPS operational
evaluation inspection.”

To alleviate the problem of fund-
ing for families of Army personnel
separated for two months or more,
options are available, the division
points out. These are a joint bank
account, a family maintenance
book allotment and an Army Pay-
ment Order Book (APOB).

“The problem with the joint bank
account method is that, with two
cheque books being used, the con-
trol of the account is difficult and
may result in bank charges if the
account inadvertently goes over-
drawn,” says DSPS (A).

“If soldiers are posted to, say,
Bosnia, they are given clear
instructions on how to provide for
dependants, but if they arrive on
operations without a cheque book,
circumstances dictate that we
have to help them out. Very often,
there is a lack of communication
between soldiers and dependants,
and that is where problems arise.”

Both the family maintenance
bank account and the AFOB will
guarantee regular monthly pay-
ments, even if the serving person’s
account goes into debt, the division
stresses.

Preferred method of family fund-
ing is by a bank allotment, since
AFOBs are “expensive and labour-
intensive”, according to DSPS (A).

A talking point for further corre-
spondence, perhaps?

Federation concern
on families’
medical care

RECENT changes have had a dra-
matic effect on life for families who
accompany the serving soldier on
a posting.

Medical provision is a case in
point, according to Cherry Milne,
Army Families Federation chair-
man.

“In Germany, we have seen the
establishment of the Health
Alliance, with the majority of sec-
ondary care provided by German
hospitals. The initial concerns
seem to have been allayed by the
reality of the quality of care that is
being given to patients,” she told
Soldier.

However, Mrs Milne said, for
families in England, that quality is
dependent on local NHS facilities
now that the entittement to treat-
ment at military hospitals has dis-
appeared (along with all but one of
the actual hospitals).

The House of Commons Defence
Select Committee recently pub-

4 1f you have experienced
trouble with either registering
with a doctor or waiting an
inordinate length of time for
an operation or treatment, or
have lost a place on an NHS
waiting list because of a post-
ing, write to the Army Fami-
lies Federation, Trenchard
Lines, Upavon, Pewsey, Wilts
SN9 6BE (fax 01980 615526).

lished its report on the Defence
Medical Services and the Army
Families Federation was asked to
submit written evidence.

Although the committee’s report
focused on the care and treatment
of serving soldiers, mention was
made of the loss of medical provi-
sion for families under the new
arrangements.

Finding a doctor who will allow
the family to register is one of the
first hurdles which faces the mobile

ARMY FAMILIES
FEDERATION

Army family with each move, said
Cherry Milne.

“Instances have been reported
of doctors refusing to take on Army
families as patients and this alarms
us deeply.

“If hospital treatment is required
then in all likelihood another post-
ing will come round sooner than
the consultant's appointment, and
the process has to start all over
again in another NHS region.”

Ideally, she added, once a
patient is on a waiting list, then he
or she should be able to transfer to
their new location, and new hospi-
tal, but maintain the same place on
the list and not be penalised by
choosing to remain together as a
family unit.

“It is important to know just how
much of an issue this is with fami-
lies, so that representation can be
made to Defence and Health Min-
isters,” the federation chairman
emphasised.

Final
delivery

3

son.

“Shortly after | took over the running of the HIVE
a couple of years ago, one of the wives went on a

An emotional moment for Anne Thompson, Hong
Kong Island HIVE co-ordinator, as she prepares the
last donation of toys for dispatch to the Home of
Loving Faithfulness in Kwu Tung, New Territories,
before the imminent departure of the British Garri-

\

visit to the home (run by unpaid volunteers, who
care for 20 severely handicapped children) and
came back with such a lasting impression she
asked us if there was anything that could be done
to help,” explained Anne, wife of Maj Gavin Thomp-

son, Provost Marshal in Hong Kong.

“We’ve been donating unwanted toys and chil-
dren’s clothes from Service families ever since.”

A very good
egg-sample

SOLDIERS from the 2nd Royal
Tank Regiment delivered a spe-
cial cargo to a cross-community
school in Hillsborough, Northern
Ireland, for children with special
needs: four Land Rovers choc-
full of easter eggs

The lads from 2 RTR, on a six-
month tour of duty in the
Province, raised the cash for the
255 eggs — one for every pupil at
Beechlawn School.

“We patrol this area all the
time, we like talking to the kids,
and many of us have children of
our own, so it seemed like the
natural thing to do,” said Cpl
John Kneebone.

Head teacher Eric Gambol
said he was “overwhelmed” by
the soldiers’ generosity.

French leave?

A MOBILE holiday home — a
301t static caravan equipped for
six people — owned by the AGC
(SPS) is available for hire.
Situated at Les Marsouins, a
three-star holiday park at Arge-
les-sur-Mer on the French
Mediterranean coast close to
the Spanish border, the home is
open from April until September.
Bookings through the Chief
clerk at SBS Branch HQ 1 (UK)
Armd Div, tel Herford Mil 3297.

Standard radio

BFBS Radio has been award-
ed International Standards
Organisation (1SO) 9001 certi-
fication. It is the first time a UK
broadcaster has received ISO
recognition.

Baz Reilly of BFBS said:
“ISO recognition endorses
what our listeners know — that
we continue to seek even
better ways to improve our
radio programming, and are
dedicated to serving the mem-
bers of the forces and their
families around the world.”

Great for
business

WOULD-be business persons
leaving the Army could pick up
tips from fellow soldiers Alexan-
der the Great and Napoleon,
both featured in a new book.

Written by Ketan J Patel, a
specialist in business transfor-
mation, Who Knows Wins takes
examples from the likes of these
two luminaries and other military
strategists and warlords — includ-
ing Ghengis Khan - to “show
how their principles can be used
to succeed in the business of
today”.

It is published by Jordan Pub-
lishing Limited, ISBN 0 85308
209X, price £29.50.
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2350 Y ¢ 3 REGULAR COMMISSIONS BOARD MARKS 50 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE IN ITS PRESENT HOME
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A PLATOON commander with 30 soldiers
and four Warriors in a disputed Bosnian
village, separated from the company

commander . . . things about to turn very
nasty . . . and a CNN vehicle coming into
view . ..

The scene conjured up mental images of
lead stories from countless news pro-
grammes over the past few years.

It is down to the young officer in charge.
How will he cope with the threat of bullets
about to fly, a foreign language being
shouted at him, possibly complex rules of
engagement, millions of pounds’ worth of
lethal equipment under his command?

Will he make the right decisions? Will he
command effectively?

The questions are asked in a soft Scot-
tish burr and with a gleam in the eye, but
Brig Seymour Monro, a former command-
ing officer of the Queens’ Own High-
landers and the latest President of the
Regular Commissions Board (RCB), was
deadly serious.

“At the RCB, we are in the business of
selecting the potential officer. All my group
leaders consider that scenario and ask
themselves those ques-

knowledge, mental apti-
tude, and a current
affairs test using touch-
screen computers which
were introduced in May
1995, get the candidates
into the correct frame of
mind.

Over the following two
days they are required to
steel themselves to bare
their innermost fears
and passions through
group discussions, exer-
cise planning, presenting
lectures, and co-ordinat-
ing command tasks.

Leighton House in
Westbury, Wiltshire, is
celebrating its 50th ann-
iversary as the home of
the RCB. Built in 1800
by cloth baron Thomas
Phipps and later bought
by local mill-owner William Laverton, the
magnificent country house, stables, and
36-acre estate were purchased by the War

Department at the out-

tions whenever they R IJaNe LERICL UYL AT break of the Second

assess the candidates. If LRI HR A« BT T I0T]

young officers can han-

dle these situations, then they should be
able to deal with most of the more mun-
dane peacetime problems.”

The RCB three-day selection procedure
is regarded throughout industry as one of
the finest in the country. The first day of
written tests, including an essay, general

World War, becoming a
hospice of the Royal
Victoria Hospital and Number 111 Conva-
lescent Depot.

At the end of the war it became one resi-
dency of several War Office selection
boards for National Service officers and
was subsequently chosen as the permanent
home of the Regular Commissions Board.
The system has under-

Home base: the imposing stable block at Westbury, which
i ,“h_opae_s Regular Commissions Board offices and classrooms
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gone some change since
those early days, espe-
cially since Brig Ian
McLaughlan wrote the
Review Of the Potential
Officer Selection Sys-
tem (ROPOSS) report
in 1994 in which he
recommended younger
assessors. The basic
concept of using the
German Army’s group
testing system of con-
trived situations with
observers looking on
remains the same.

Maj Mark Norton,
previously adjutant of 3
RHA and one of the 25
dedicated military staff
at Leighton House, is an
example of that change.

Aged 30 and about to
attend Senior Staff Col-
lege at Camberley, he
explained the new
image of the RCB.

“In the Fifties the
average age of a group
leader was 45. Today it’s
31. Consequently, the
relationship between
candidate and group
leader has changed,
from a father figure to a
peer. In some cases we
are only a few years
older than the candi-
dates and they quickly
realise what you can
achieve in an Army
career in the Nineties.

“Bear in mind that we are looking for
young men and women who, with training,
will be able to command a platoon or troop
on operations. That’s no easy task and it
requires someone special to get that job
done.”

There are 48 places for candidates on
each board with selection boards being
held over 46 weeks of the vear. Most weeks
are run at full capacity.

As a group leader Maj Norton will not
know the background of any of the eight
candidates in his group. This allows him to
remain objective and impartial. Only the
President of the Board knows the full pic-
ture and there is no collusion until the final
boarding conference on the last day when

&

the vice-presidents and education advisers
join the group leader and deputy president
of each group to discuss each candidate in
meticulous detail.

The candidates have also changed over
the years, from National Service officers
entering the Regular Army in the Sixties
and Seventies to young university gradu-
ates in the Eighties and Nineties, with 95
per cent of the recent intake coming
through the gates as civilians having had
little or no previous exposure to the mili-
tary. There can also be a greater time lapse
between passing RCB and attending Roval
Military Academy Sandhurst, sometimes
as long as two-and-a-half years.

First impressions count for everything.

Above — Hard going: command tasks require maximum effort

Left — Group Leaders: from left are Maj Richard Latham, 1 R Anglian, Maj Philip Arnold RLC,
Maj Mark Norton 3 RHA and Maj Sally Morris AGC

Candidates are not in competition against
each other and all are assessed against a
common standard of suitability.

After finishing her individual obstacles
and having just given her “lecturette”, 23-
year-old Victoria Holmes, a geography
graduate from Swansea University, but
known as Red Seven for the week, gave her
reaction. “They really grill you during the
interviews and that’s something very few
people have ever experienced.

“I am really impressed with how profes-
sional they are, but that’s what you expect
from the British Army and one of the rea-
sons I want to be part of it.”

Red Four, Rachel Alexander, aged 23,
was not surprised at the cross-section of
backgrounds she had found attending the
RCB. “A national army reflects its society.
I expected to meet young men and women
from all walks of life here at Westbury. And
ves, I’'m enjoying every minute of it.”

Results are posted to candidates the day
after the board sits. An individual is either
recommended for officer training or not.

Last year, of the 1,050 men tested, 53
per cent passed; of the 166 women, 61 per
cent were put forward for training at RMA
Sandhurst. But there are no gquotas to fill.
An individual reaching the standard goes
forward, occasionally with a recommenda-
tion from the board education adviser for
further instruction on a particular subject.

“Our young soldiers, whom we value so
much, must always be led by the best,
whom we select here for Sandhurst to train
for command. Looking at their recent per-
formance in the Gulf and Bosnia I think
that our young men and women are doing a
pretty good job,” said Brig Monro.

Leighton House today combines the
roles of being the Army’s officer selection
centre, providing the pre-briefing for the
Main Board, the Main Board itself, the
Army Scholarship Board, the Welbeck
Board, advice to Territorial Commissioning
Boards and the Army Legal Service Board.

Anyone who can impress those august
bodies will certainly agree with Brig
Monro. Only the best will do.
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51372\ U] ¢ 5 AIR CORPS’ VENERABLE OLD TRAINER IS PENSIONED OFF |

ONE of the British Army’s most famous
aircraft, the De Havilland Chipmunk, has
retired after half a century of loyal service.
The remaining 21 Chipmunks in use with
the Ministry of Defence took part in a final
fly-past at the School of Army Aviation at
Middle Wallop, Hampshire, on March 27.

They are to be replaced by the Slingsby
Firefly, which has lower maintenance costs.

Almost all military pilots since the end of
the Second World War have learned basic
flying skills in the Chipmunk. Their
number includes several members of the
Royal Family.

A superb platform for teaching begin-
ners to fly, the Chipmunk is held in univer-
sal affection in the flying community.

When the last undercarriage touched
down on March 21, a chapter of military
aviation history closed. Although one is to
join the Army Air Corps’ Historic Aircraft
Flight based at Middle Wallop, most will be
sold at auction.

‘Wonderful aircraft’

Capt Roo Pennell, the last female pilot
to train in the aircraft, said after the emo-
tional final fly-past: “They are wonderful
aircraft to fly. They are great fun and every-
one will miss them.”

A former instructor said the Chipmunk
provided the AAC with a cheap and effec-
tive way of assessing attitudes and perfor-
mances on an “easy-to-fly” aircraft. After
cutting their teeth on the Chipmunk, most
candidates passed the solo flying checks
without trouble.

The veteran flying machines will be sold
for between £8,000 and £15,000 each.

Following the maiden flight in Canada
in 1946, 1,283 Chipmunks were built.
Over the years, more than 4,000 Army
pilots learned to fly in them. The Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force pensioned off
their Chipmunks last year.

@ See also picture on back cover

Final flight of
the Chipmunk

s

County honours Gurkhas

Lt Col Bijaykumar Rawat, commanding
officer of the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Gurkha Rifles, accepts a vase on behalf
of the Brigade of Gurkhas from Council-
lor Norman Best of Hampshire County
Council.

The glass vase — engraved with the
words: “In recognition of the long and
valued friendship between the Brigade
of Gurkhas and the people of Hamp-
shire” — and a framed certificate of com-
mendation, marked links between the
county council and the Gurkhas stretch-
ing back nearly 26 years.

18

Hampshire’s association with the
brigade goes back to 1971, when the 1st
Battalion, 7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own
Gurkha Rifles moved into Queen Eliza-
beth Barracks at Church Crookham.

As well as the vase and certificate, the
council has also pledged a grant of
£5,000 to the Gurkha Museum which
opened in Winchester in 1989.

Clir Best, who fought alongside the
Gurkhas during the Second World War,
said he hoped the brigade would long
remain associated with the county of
Hampshire.

0

Picture: Chris Fletcher
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2 32N Y13 QLRs SWAP PLAIN FOR JUNGLE

TIDWORTH-based soldiers from the 1st
Battalion, The Queen’s Lancashire Regi-
ment, gave up home comforts and swapped
the familiar training ground of Salisbury
Plain for a more hostile and demanding
environment.

The 140 soldiers have completed six
weeks’ jungle warfare training in Belize.

They were welcomed in central America
with a briefing from members of the Royal
Army Medical Corps on what lay ahead: a
hot, humid climate with temperatures
around 80 degrees and extreme humidity.

Chilling warnings were issued of hostile
forces they might encounter in the jungle:
scorpions “with a sting that feels like gun-
shot”, rabies-carrying vampire bats, poiso-
nous snakes such as the Jumping Tommy
Goffer and the Fer de Lance (so-called
because a bitten limb turns as hard as iron),
ticks that lay eggs under the skin and taran-
tulas - “You could lose your arm if bitten by
one,” warned Sgt Alex Strong RAMC.

There were reported sightings of a croc-
odile and a jaguar, but the soldiers were
assured of prompt treatment by the med-
ical team on stand-by.

The party set off for the jungle equipped
with machetes for self-defence; they are
instructed not to cut down trees, as the
intention was to leave the jungle as they
found ir.

The QLR soldiers slept in hammocks
slung between trees, protected by mosqui-
to nets. Survival skills were practised,
including catching and cooking food,
crossing rivers by making improvised rafts
out of backpacks, tracking the enemy by
looking for signs of disturbance, moving
without detection and dealing with booby
traps and ambushes.

“Wear lots of suncream and insect repel-
lent and, above all, drink plenty of water,

Man overboard! QLR Assault Pioneers rehearse “man overboard” drills before acting as river

-

Pte Steve Smith (foreground), QLR, is the first man ashore for 2 Section, 3 Platoon after a suc-

cessful river crossing

ten litres a day, filtered and purified,”
advised Lt Mike Luedicke. Having joined
the Army 18 months earlier, he had already
undergone an intensive course in the pri-
mary jungle of Brunei and was now quali-
fied as a chief jungle warfare instructor.
“Personal hygiene is crucial in these
conditions,” he told the 1 QLR soldiers.
“Swim daily in the river to clean yourself
and your clothes. The patrolling ‘croc-
watch’ boat will protect you. Clothes dry in

safetymen for A Coy’s river crossing exercise at Guacamallo Bridge, Belize

no time in this heat. Sleep fully-clothed,
but, before climbing into bed, give your
bedding a good shake to evict any tres-
passers.”

The British Army sends six infantry
companies to Belize for jungle warfare
training every year. Each takes its own
instructors, chefs and administrative staff.
Other support, such as accommodation
when not in the jungle and medical treat-
ment, is provided by the British Army
Training Support Unit Belize (BATSUB),
a popular two-year posting.

BATSUB shares its base, at Airport
Camp, with the Belizean Defence Force.

For some members of the battalion this
was their second time on Exercise Native
Trail, having been on the first exercise of its
type in 1994. They were keen to go back —
even LCpl Ian Willis, who proudly dis-
played his “war wounds” — the scars left
when maggots were removed from his feet.

But it was not all punishing . . . before
leaving Belize, the soldiers had several days
of adventurous training at the offshore
island of St George’s Caye, where they
enjoyed sub-aqua diving, deep-sea fishing,
sailing, windsurfing and snorkelling on
the barrier reef, the second-longest living
reef in the world and the longest in the
western hemisphere.
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DEATH OF A COLLEAGUE STRENGTHENS 3 RHA’s UNITY OF PURPOSE |

THE TOURIST guide book proudly pro-
claimed “. . . leisurely sightseeing combines
wonderfully with discovering small towns
and villages . . . exploring is a joy.”

For the men of C Battery, 3rd Regiment,
Royal Horse Artillery in south Armagh the
spectacular and gloriously green country-
side was their place of work.

As the Brigade Ops Company, they
could be dispatched to any point within the
brigade’s tactical area of operations
(TAOR). Watching the patchwork quilt of
fields and meadows flash beneath their heli-
copters, they knew that, once on the
ground, route checks and extended search-
es would keep them busy for up to 24 hours
at a stretch.

Not quite “leisurely” or the type of
“exploring” the author of the guide book
would have had in mind.

Sgt Angus McMillan has been in the
Army for 19 years. He is on his fourth tour
of the Province, this time as a multiple com-
mander with C Bty. Twelve men operating
as three teams of four soldiers constitute
one “multiple”.

After completing a route check on the
main A4 road, he explained how experi-

Report: Chris Kinsville-Heyne

Pictures: Mike Weston

enced soldiers with the regiment help new-
comers to 3 RHA.

“We all do the pre-Northern Ireland
training but the older hands make a point of
looking after the new ones as soon as they
arrive. We make sure they are carrying the
right things, they know all the Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs), all the
basics. They soon pick it up and after a few
weeks you see the new soldiers are more
than happy to talk to the locals at vehicle
checkpoints.”

Attached to the workshops as a Royal
Logistic Corps storeman is 19-year-old Pte
Daniel Hames. In his second year in the
Army and on his first tour of Northern Ire-
land Pte Hames is the lead man in one of
Sgt McMillan’s multiples. The rolling
emerald hills of south Armagh come under
his watchful eye as his team patrol down a
side lane in the rural setting beside the main
A4 road.

They were due to be extracted by heli-
copter a few hours later. “It’s been a good
day’s work,” he said. “You have to stay

Sgt Angus McMillan leads his patrol in south
Armagh. Inset — Pte Daniel Hames

switched on all the time, the situation
demands it. I know I have learnt a lot as I
am using new skills every day.

“I've really enjoyed this tour. I am work-
ing out here with the lads doing an impor-
tant job. I have spoken to a lot of local
people and they understand that what we
are doing is essential.”

Work is hard and the conditions vary
according to season. Patrols were happy to
see the sun appear and warm the chill
spring air but, like thousands before them,
happier to hear the steady rotor beat
announcing the arrival of the Wessex which
would lift them out to their temporary
home at the Drumadd Barracks in Armagh.
The Topcliffe-based gunners are the first
non-Infantry regiment to be tasked with
providing the Brigade Ops Company.

Last year C Bty, who had completed
their pre-Bosnia training, were on their way
to join 1 RHA at Sanski Most in Bosnia.
They had loaded their formidable 155mm
AS90 guns on to ships for the journey to the
Croatian port of Split when they were
selected for a short-notice reinforcement of
the Province. The entire regiment was

® Turn to next page
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® From Page 21

tasked just ten weeks before the Northern
Ireland deployment: BATUS was the next
tour on the 3 RHA programme and training
had already prepared the unit for the rigours
of the Canadian training area. It proved to be
time well spent.

Commanding officer Lt Col Matthew
Sykes explained the set-up for his regiment
in Northern Ireland. “We normally have four
gun batteries, a headquarters battery and a
workshop. For this role we have to work with
three batteries and RHQ in Drumadd. J and
N Batteries, having merged at Bessbrook
Mill, are about twice the size of C Battery.

“Just being deployed here is of enormous
benefit to the regiment. In our AS90 role we
are attached to 19 Mechanised Brigade and
as such the troops are attached to their
respective battalions and not working
together. The gunners have grown up very
quickly during a hard tour during which they
have had to cope with the death of LBdr
Restorick.”

On the evening of February 12, LBdr
Stephen Restorick, serving with J (Sidi
Rezegh) Battery,
was murdered
while on duty at a
vehicle check point

(VCP) in Bess-
brook. The 23-
year-old from

Peterborough was
described as an
excellent young sol- ;
dier from a very k a\
supp_ortive family. LBdr Stephen

His loss was  pegtorick
deeply feltbyallin |
Bty and the regiment. But rather than
demoralising the gunners, his death served
to strengthen their resolve. One said: “He
was doing his job as a professional soldier
and he would not want his death to prevent
us from acting as professional soldiers. We
are determined to carry on, to do our job to
the very best of our abilities.”

The words that appear on the
Most Noble Order of the Garter and
on the cap badge of the RHA — Ewil
be to him who evil thinks — seem most
poignant.

Strength of resolve was also evi-
dent at Middletown where G Troop
of D Bty were based close to the
border with the Irish Republic. The
discovery of a hastily-abandoned
mortar and the pursuit of a terrorist
suspect to the river by the RUC
reminded the gunners that there was
still a serious job to do.

Framework patrols, quick reac-
tion force, and mounting guard at
their base were all part of the normal
working day.

LBdr Lee Rosser of C Bty was on
the VCP near the base in Keady. “Be
firm, be confident, be respectful. If
you feel something is wrong then go
with your instincts,” he said. “When
we are on patrol we make way for

2o

people on the pavements. This is their town
and I would expect the same if this was hap-
pening in my hometown.”

It is this attitude that has also won over so
many in the Middletown area. A recent
cross-community pensioners’ party was
organised by the RUC
and, for the first time,
the Army were invited
to attend. It was a
great success.

“Before Christmas
a patrol was working
its way through the
Sunday market when
stall-holders gave us a
huge box of decora-
tions. We explained we
would have to check it
for security, but they
understood. Sweets . . . chocolates . . . we
were given all sorts of stuff,” explained Gnr
Ross Colburn.

When a Jack Russell was in a road traffic
accident a few years ago and had to have one
of its back legs amputated, troops at the base
nursed it back to health. Tripod is now five
and a regular on patrols.

“When Tripod gets a bit tired of walking
we pop him in one of the patrol sacks and
give him a rest,” explained Gnr Simon Ogley.

“He goes wherever we go and that
includes in the Land Rovers on mobile patrol
and in the helicopters. He’s a part of the
team.”

He is also one of many dogs the gunners
have taken to their hearts. Patch, Scruffy,
and Scotchbrite at Bessbrook are a few of the
characters that have adopted 3 RHA during
their tour.

Bessbrook Mill claims to be the busiest
heliport in the world. Gazelles slide neatly
into position alongside Lynx and Wessex air-
craft on the landing zone.

The dark and cavernous former cotton
mill is home to the officers and men of N
(The Eagle Troop) Bty RHA and J (Sidi
Rezegh) Bty RHA. The pride in their respec-

Lt Col Matthew
Sykes, CO 3 RHA

Checkpoint of remembrance at Bessbrook

tive histories had to take second
place to practical considerations.
The merger of the two to form a
large N Bty is the cause of good-
natured banter.

Capt John Tippett is
on his seventh tour of the
Province. “Northern Ire-
land is all about give and
take,” he said, “while we
use permanent vehicle
check-points (PVCPs) as
one of the main interfaces
with the public we try not
to encroach unnecessarily.

“The murder of
Stephen Restorick shocked all of us
who knew him. Of the hundreds of
cards and bunches of flowers that
were sent, a lot were from Republi-
can areas. The human aspect to the
situation shone through and the
people were touched. Local people
are still bringing cakes and tea to the
lads on duty at the checkpoints.”

One of Stephen’s former room-
mates, Gnr Dave Stratton, was on
duty in the front sanger of a check-

Above - End of a days’ work. The Brigade
Ops Company board their Wessex

Left — Gnr Simon Ogley, Tripod, and Gnr
Ross Colburn

Right — Flying the flag. Bdr Bert Hall at
Bessbrook Mill

Below — A Gunner from 3 RHA says good-
bye to the rolling hills of south Armagh.

point. “I'm covering my arcs, watching for
suspicious vehicles. Anything doubtful and I
advise my colleagues.

“They check it out and we take it from
there. You get on with the job. You just have
to make sure your eye is on the ball all the
time. A guy drove over with some flowers
and said he remembered Steve because he
supported Peterborough and he made him
laugh. He was like that.”

A car approached and Gnr Stratton,
whose eyes had never left his arcs, assessed

the vehicle and its occupants.

On the border there are a
number of observation posts on
towers which provide the security
forces with an effective means of
deterring and detecting move-
ment of terrorist suspects.
Closed-circuit television cameras
monitor cars, vans and trucks to
build a profile of life passing
through the area.

Affectionately called The
Submarine because of the long
inter-connecting corridor and
the red lights that line it, one of
the towers provides a self-con-
tained home. Perched on a green fold of
land nearby is another towering look-out
post seeking for specific activity on a wider
range.

Bdr Peter McKenna explained: “Some of
the locations have been targets for terrorist
mortars and proxy bombs.”

In the tower LBdr Will Moore was scour-
ing the landscape and horizon with powerful
Nikon binoculars. The job was demanding
and required keen concentration. Wind
whistled around outside the bullet-proof

glass as the sun set over the border look-out
pOSts.

The soldiers of 3 RHA were finishing a
gritty six-month tour with determination
and a renewed sense of purpose. They had
counted their losses and looked forward to
their return to the United Kingdom and
North Yorkshire.

“The regiment came together as a family
during this tour,” said Lt Col Sykes. “We will
take away our own memories of the
Province, but every individual has func-
tioned as part of a team in the face of some
difficult moments. I am very proud of each
and every member of the regiment.

“Mr and Mrs Restorick have dedicated a
memorial stone at Bessbrook Mill and trib-
utes are still coming in. The signs are that the
majority of people in this country simply
want to live peaceful lives.”

The guide-book ended with a glowing
tribute to the country that 3 RHA were leav-
ing behind “. .. gloriously green, romantic
countryside — an ancient land with a rich his-
torical and cultural tradition and some of the
friendliest people anywhere . . .”

In spite of everything, the gunners of 3
RHA would probably agree.
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Spooky story emerd

from Falklands fog

TIME blurs memories and
sometimes the facts. Today, 15
years on, we tend to see the
Falklands war as a limited con-
flict against an inferior enemy
that Britain was bound to win.

Many of the books published
since then have supported the
idea. But Nigel West (the nom
de plume of Rupert Allason),
who specialises in intelligence
issues, has written a detailed,
and apparently well-sourced,
book in which he makes it clear
that the war was nearly lost
before it began because the
British intelligence services
completely failed to anticipate
the invasion.

This, according to the
author, was not entirely the
fault of the spooks. After all,
they only work where their
political masters have an inter-
est, and, tragically, at that time
no one in Westminster seemed
to have any interest whatsoever
in the South Atlantic.

But there was early redemp-
ton for the intelligence ser-
vices. From the moment that
Exocet burst onto the scene
with the deadly attack on HMS
Sheffield, it was appreciated
that the Argentines’ over-
whelming priority was to
acquire more of the missiles
that could win the war.

The Secret Intelligence Ser-
vice’s priority had to be stop-
ping them. According to West,
MI5 hatched a brilliantly suc-
cessful plot, involving arms
dealers, fake companies and a
globe-encircling wild-goose
chase for the hapless Argentine
agent who was tasked to obtain
the vital weapons on the black
market.

It is in this section of his
otherwise gripping story that
the narrative becomes confus-
ing. West, fond
of the labyrin-

The Secret War for the Falk-
lands: the SAS, MI6 and the

borne raid on the Argentine
base from where the Exocet
raids were being launched.

The raid, apparently in-
spired by the famous Israeli
attack on Entebbe, was, we are
told, the cause of much dissen-
sion among the SAS soldiers,
some of whom are reported to
have said it would be a suicide
mission.

Nevertheless, the troops
were apparently ready to board
their aircraft on Ascension
Island when the
mission was can-

thine complexi- War Whitehall Nearly Lost celled. It was
ties of East-West by Nigel West. Little Brown feared that a

espionage,
departs on wild
tangents that trace the origins
of various operators to Cold
War and Northern Ireland

operations. Fifteen pages of

such detail are only slightly
more interesting than the “so-
and-so begat so-and-so” part
of the book of Genesis.

The chapters relating the
exploits of the SAS are another
matter entirely. It was always
well-known, of course, that the
SAS had been up to some-
thing, and, again, it seemed
likely that the Exocet threat
was the centre of their atten-
tions. But West claims that the
regiment planned an aircraft-

hardback, £17.50.

reconnaissance
group which had
already landed in Argentina
had been compromised.

In the arcane language of the
business, the small force was

required to “exfiltrate” itself

through Argentina and into
friendly Chile. Their escape is
glossed over. Perhaps West
does not know it, but there
must be a good story there
somewhere.

Chile played a vital part in
the British victory. West alleges
that British Canberra recon-
naissance aircraft were painted
in Chilean colours and operat-
ed from the south of the coun-
try. Suspicions were aroused

To War with The Bays by Jack
Merewood. Memories of a tank
gunner, 1939-1945. He served
with the Queen’s Bays in France,
North Africa and Italy, and was
awarded the Military Medal after
the Battle of the Mareth Line.
Hardback, £16.95 (plus £1
postage), available from Maj A D
Corfield, 1st The Queen's Dra-
goon Guards, Maindy Barracks,
Whitchurch Road, Cardiff CF4
3YE, or the author, 16 Kestrel
Bank, Netherton, Huddersfield
HD4 7LD.

Through the Donkey's Ears by
Jack Bevan. Second World War
memories of a gunner, from
young conscript to battle-hard-
ened veteran in the cauldron of
the Italy campaign. George Mann
Books, paperback, £8.95.

Soldier in the Circus by Edward
Lyme. Story of the author’s five
years as a prisoner of war after

BOOKS

being captured during the
Defence of Calais in 1940. Serv-

ing with Queen Victoria's Rifles,

he escaped several times from

stalags in Germany and Poland.
The Book Guild, hardback, £15.

One Up: A woman in action
with the SAS by Sarah Ford.
Account of the author's experi-
ences on joining Special Forces
to work with a covert unit in
Northern Ireland. HarperCollins,
hardback, £15.99.

A Hell of Way to Die by Derrick
Wr ight. Account of the battle for
Tarawa Atoll in the South Pacific,
one of the most savage battles of
the Second World War. Windrow
& Greene, hardback, £20.

 Dictionary of the British Empire

o culture, religion to exploration,
- and defence to economics. John
- Murray, softback, £15.99.

~ Publishing, softback, £5.99.
Guns, Mortars & Rockets, by M

and Commonwealth by Alan
Palmer. A “mini-encyclopaedia”
covering everything from politics

True Stories of the Foreign
Legion by Robin Hunter. Virgin

P Manson. New, revised edition
from the Brassey’s Land Warfare
“Into the 21st Century” series.
Brassey’s, hardback, £25.

German Artillery of World War
Two by lan V Hogg. Comprehen-
sive illustrated catalogue. Green-
hill Books, hardback, £25.

German Automatic Weapons
of World War Il by Robert Bruce.
Weapons in colour. Windrow &
Greene, hardback, £24.95.
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by mis-spelt lettering on the
aircraft. Somebody (presum-
ably not a Chilean) painted
“Fuerza Aera” instead of
“Fuerza Aerea”. Perhaps an-
other attempt to confuse the
Argentines.

The secret war wasn’t one-
sided. West has considerable
admiration for the Argentine’s
resourceful efforts to adapt
what were normally shipborne
Exocets and their control sys-
tems (quite different to those
launched from aircraft) for use
on land. Argentine boffins suc-
ceeded in adapting the sys-
tems, and mounted the
missiles on flat-bed trucks
which were then flown to the
Islands in Hercules transport
planes. Their efforts resulted
in a hit on HMS Glamorgan,
from which the ship only just
managed to survive.

It is probable that the full
story of the secret war for the
Falklands is still to be told, and
we may wait years for it. But
that which West has been able
to piece together in his book is
fascinating enough. Just avoid
the occasional lapses into
dense detail, and marvel at a
fascinating story of deadly der-
ring-do. - GB
® Look out for exclusive Falklands

features in Soldier next month

ocatin(

THERE are, it seems, 120,000
battle tanks, 35,000 combat
aircraft and 1,500 warships in
the world today. This nugget
comes courtesy of Dan Smith
in The State of War and Peace
Atlas.

But it appears his figures
show a big reduction on 1989,
when there were 25 per cent
more warships, 20 per cent
more tanks and 15 per cent
more aircraft.

This, and much more infor-
mation about military hard-
ware worldwide, is packed into
the 128 pages of this slim,
colourful  and
volume.

Mr Smith, who lives in West
Sussex, is Director of the Inter-

interesting

Picture: Paul Haley / Soldier

Soldiers of 5 Brigade move forward after going ashore at San Carlos during the Falklands war

African conflicts: detail from The
State of War and Peace Atlas

national Peace Research Insti-
tute, Oslo (PRIO), and this 1s
the third edition produced by
this organisation since 1983.
He sets out, with full-colour
graphics and figures, his

The State of War and Peace
Atlas by Dan Smith. Penguin Ref-
erence, paperback, £10.99.

assessment of the state of the
world today.

The section on the military
world is split into six parts
starting with the hardware
information. Percentages foll-
ow, accompanied by maps
and symbols.

We are told that more than
23 million people are in reg-
ular and irregular armed
forces, including half a million
women and 200,000 children
under 15.

Moving on to finance, the
author claims that military

spending costs everyone in the
world today 145 US dollars per
year; a total of 800 billion dol-
lars.

But this staggering amount
pales in comparison with 12
years ago when, with the Cold
War still chilling the globe, it
was 30 per cent more, he says.
(However, there were only 47
wars in progress in 1989, com-
pared with 66 in 1992 and 55
in 1995))

More money talk follows
about market forces and the
disclosure that world trade in
large weapons is worth only
half what it was in the mid-
Eighties - it’s now “only” a
mind-boggling 22 billion dol-
lars. — JM

Welsh
Dragons
without
boots

FOR the 53rd Welsh Division,
the Second World War began
in earnest in June 1944 with D-
Day and the invasion of
Europe.

Until then they been based
in Ulster ready to repel any
possible invasion while training
for the big event, as Patrick
Delaforce graphically describes
in Red Crown & Dragon.

Made up of three infantry
brigades - the 71st, 158th, and
160th — the division’s nine bat-
talions were 1 Highland LI, 1
Ox and Bucks, 1 East Lancs, 4,
6, and 7 Royal Welch Fusiliers,
4 Welch Regt, 1/5 Welch Regt

Red Crown & Dragon by Patrick
Delafarce. Spellmount, hardback,
£16 95,

and 2 Monmouth Regt, with 1
Manchester Regt in support.

They fought non-stop for
about a year in some of the
toughest battles of the north-
west European campaign, suf-
fering 10,000 casualties.

Their record exemplifies the
term “poor bloody infantry”,
for it was a hard and bitter time
for the men of this, the only
Welsh Division who took part
in Overlord.

This book is a collection of
memories from officers and
men who took part in the bat-
tles of Le Cahier, Le Bon
Repos, Evrecy, the Falaise
Gap, the Antwerp and
Lommel bridgeheads, and
against the Panzers in the
Ardennes, right through to the
end in Hamburg.

Their accounts, in common
with most battle stories, are a
mix of sombre fact and hilarity,
admirably linked by the
author’s easy-to-read narrative.

Training for D-Day was
tough, as the East Lancs dis-
covered. Street fighting, han-
dling assault boats and
swimming - if the boats were
sunk the soldiers would have to
swim across rivers - was high
on their CO’s list of demands.
He even ordered marching
barefoot to harden the feet
ready for the invasion.

This book is recommended
reading. - |[M
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(732X Y [¢ 3 ARWY DIVERS PUT BEST FLIPPER FORWARD FOR SUSSEX PRIORY

Well moeativa
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SOLDIERS from the British Army’s only
volunteer diving unit have carried out a
unique underwater engineering project in
the murky waters of Britain’s longest water-
filled medieval moat.

Territorial Army divers from 227
Amphibious Engineer Squadron teamed
up with land-based colleagues from 127
(Sussex Yeomanry) Field Squadron RE to
hone their skills in the unusual setting of
the 13th century Michelham Priory in
rural Sussex.

The soldiers helped to recover rare
stones from the ancient building which had
crumbled into the water. They also helped
to gather information on the condition of
the underwater foundations and ageing
footbridges.

The Aldershot-based divers, whose
more routine military tasks include demoli-
tion and underwater engineering, will play
a key part in finding out what building
work needs to be done to parts of the listed
building hidden below the moat’s silt-filled
waters.

The priory and its mile-long moat, built
to keep out trouble-
some peasants and
marauding French pir-
ates, needs continuous
renovation work to
keep it in good shape.

Thirty soldiers, all
members of 78 Engi-
neer Regiment, vol-
unteered to help
renovate the 750-year-
old Priory and its 3m-
deep moat because the
range of land and
water-based engineer-
ing jobs involved helps
to meet their training
needs.

SSgt Eric Ravilious,
a TA diver and
Reuters Project Engi-
neer, said: “Visibility
is zero and there is a
lot of silt about so we
are having to carry out
all the work by touch. We've worked in
some strange places but this is certainly one
of the most unusual.”

He said old facing stones found at the
bottom of the moat would by cleaned up
and used again to repair the facing of the
building.

“It’s a mutually beneficial arrangement;
the Army gets to train in a real-life environ-
ment and the priory charity gets the benefit
of our skills and manpower.”

Maj Ken Watson, officer commanding
127 Sgn and a professional architect, said
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Pictures: Chris Fletcher

his soldiers had been
involved with pro-
jects at the priory
since last summer.
He added: “The pro-
jects here have been
invaluable for training. We’ve carried out
tasks as varied as building and waterproof-
ing to carpentry, all skills that we would
need in our wartime role.”

Construction and bridge-building work,
the mainstay of the sappers’ ‘wartime tasks,
have also been practised at the priory, first
founded in 1229 by monks known as the
Black Canons.

Sgt Ian Pickard said: “One of the unusu-
al things about working on such an old
building is the fact we have to carry out any
repairs using traditional materials. When it

Above - Sgt lan Pickard (left) and Maj
127 Sqn, with retrieved stones from Michelham Priory Moat, the
longest water-filled medieval moat in the country. Material recovered
will be used for future repair and renovation

Left — Sapper diver Kevin Burton clutches a medieval facing stone
which he found at the bottom of the moat
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Ken Watson, OC Brighton-based

came to bridge-building we had to fell trees
and cut them into planks to make the deck-
ing. It requires a whole range of engineer-
ing skills as well as the ability to be flexible
and improvise.”

It is not the first time the priory, which is
run by the Sussex
Archaeological Soci-
ety, has had links
with the military.
During the Second
World War Canadian
soldiers bound for
the Dieppe Raid
were stationed there,
leaving maps of their
plans to raid the
French coast still
drawn on the walls.

SSgt Eric Ravilious
RE prepares to
submerge



[ARRC LOGGIES GO COAST-TO-COAST FOR CHARITY

Not-so-Easy Riders

AN intrepid pack of cyclists is
pedalling across the USA in an
ambitious fund-raising effort.

All members of Support
Battalion, HQ Allied Com-
mand Europe Rapid Reac-
tion Corps (ARRC) based in
Rheindahlen, Germany, they
set off from San Diego, Cali-
fornia, on the West Coast on
April 6, and hope to reach St
Augustine, Florida, on the
East Coast by May 12.

Led by 2nd Lt Bruce Hop-
kins, the five riders, plus a two-
man support team, aim to ride
3,135 miles in just 30 days.

They hope to raise £3,000 to
buy two specialised wheel-
chairs for Scope, formerly the
Spastics Society.

All the cyclists are in the
Royal Logistic Corps, with the
exception of Pte Chris Savva,
an RAMC medical technician.
They recently completed a
year-long tour in Bosnia in
support of HQ ARRC.

Organiser Bruce Hopkins
says all donations will be grate-
fully received.

g O 4

W02 Mark Elliott AGC
(SPS) also has a marathon
effort on his mind . . . five of
them, in fact, including
London, Belfast and Venice.

Mark, Superintendent Clerk
with HQ 3 Infantry Brigade in
Portadown, Northern Ireland,
aims to raise £20,000 for the
Children in Crisis charity.

g a 4a

W02 Kojak Csernikovics
“yolunteered” and cajoled the
entire RHQ and QM’s Depart-
ment of 1 Armoured Field
Ambulance RAMC at Sipovo
Clothing Factory to “row” the
distance from the Bosnian

3
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om left) Pte Michael Hamson, Cpl Martyn Thomas (back-up

team), Pte
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William Clark and 2nd Lt Bruce Hopkins; kneeling, LCpl Jodie Rushbrook (back-up team), Pte Chris Savva
RAMC and Pte Kevin Foster, pictured before they left for their adventure, crossing America in 30 days

Benevolent Fund and the
Calvert Trust, which provides
adventure training for disabled
children at Kielder Water.
a o Qa

Recently-retired Maj Robbie
Calder inspired his Royal Mili-
tary Police unit to raise cash to
refurbish a school at Oborci in
Bosnia. He was able to hand
over a cheque for £413 on
behalf of 174 Provost Com-
pany, which Maj Calder com-
manded in former Yugoslavia.

While there they decided to

help two British nurses who
had taken voluntary redundan-
cy to work for Humanity at
Heart, a UK-based charity.
a o Q
Former Royal Green Jackets
officer Nick Trustram Eve is
donning sandals for a 670-mile
walk along Britain’s Roman
roads to help Combat Stress,
the Ex-Services Mental Wel-
fare Society. For much of the
journey — from Richborough,
Kent to Carlisle — he will be
dressed as a Roman soldier.
Offers of support to

town to their home base of
Hohne.

They clocked up 1,340km
on two rowing machines in
a shade over 51 hours, rais-
ing DM4,000 (£1,500) for
the Drin Children’s Insti-
tution at Fojnica.

a a Qa

Students have a well-
deserved reputation for
bizarre fund-raising stunts.
In the best traditions, a
group doing final training
with the Northumberland
Universities OTC com-
pleted a 73-mile egg-and-
spoon race along Hadrian’s
Wall. The 26-hour trek,
completed on snow, pro-
duced £5,000 for the Army

SSgt Del
Barnes

takes his

turn on
the
rowing

8| machine

| at Sipovo

Nick 01453 834144, or
Colin Crawford, Combat
Stress, Freepost SWI19
1YY (tel 0181 543-6333).
J QO Qa

Redruth cadets raised
more than £1,095 for the
National Coastwatch Insti-
tution with a long-distance
swim sponsored by the
Army Careers Office,
Redruth. Organiser was
Sgt Mike Smith RLC.

o o a

Soldiers of the 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Welch
Fusiliers, based in North-
ern Ireland, collected £575
towards the fund-raising
efforts of ten-year-old Alyn
Ellis of Wrexham. Alyn,

who suffers from asthma, com-
pleted a sponsored swim to
help Oswestry’s Hope House
Hospice for children.

Sgt Maj Brian Bloor trav-
elled from 1 RWF’s base at
Dungannon to present the
money to Alyn.

a a Q

A cheque for £1,555 has
been presented to the chil-
dren’s ward of Frimley Park
Hospital, Surrey, by ATR Pir-
bright. It was raised by a Pir-
bright team which took part in
an international marching
competition in South Africa.

Led by Lt Dennis Mulhol-
land and SSgt Dave Chessell,
teams tabbed through the vine-
yards of Stellenbosch in a relay
which lasted nearly 49 hours.

a a O

The King’s Regiment
Museum, due to open next
year within the Museum of
Liverpool Life, has benefited
from fund-raising by Mersey-
side Army Cadet Force’s No 4
Company. The cadets collect-
ed £1,000 towards the project.

a o a

The Association of Military
Remembrance — better known
as the Khaki Chums - has
presented £1,000 to the
National Army Museum.
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IT WAS said that no hamlet in Britain escaped
unscathed the carnage of the First World War.

The impact of that observation resounds through
The Winsford Returns: A record of a town’s service
1914-1920, compiled by Alan Ravenscroft from origi-
nal documents held in the Cheshire Record Office
and now lodged in the library at Winsford, a town
midway between Liverpool and Manchester.

Through its unadorned, unbroken lists of names, it
tells the story of a rural community’s agony. More
than 180 Winsford men died in the Great War: alpha-
betically from Pte Thomas Acton, of consumption,

Winsford’s record of sacrifice

1916, to LCpl Thomas Yearsley, killed in action, 1917.

Names of the wounded stretch across 28 pages. . .
victims of shrapnel, gas, barbed wire, hand grenade
. orderly columns of ordinary lives,
blighted by war. And that from a town of just 8,000
souls (its population is now nearly 40,000).

They were Cheshires, Grenadiers, Royal Field
Artillery, King's Liverpool, Loyal North Lancs, South
Wales Borderers . . .

Priced £5.95 (plus 45 p & p), the book is available
from Alan Ravenscroft, 109 Station Road, Cheshire
CW7 3DE. All profits will go to Service charities.

and shellfire . .

Thiepval
bomb
widow
returns to
Province

MRS Pamela Bradwell, widow of
bomb victim WO1 (ASM) James
Bradwell REME, has returned with
their children to Northern Ireland
for the first time since the death of
her husband.

They made the emotional trip to
be guests of honour at a REME
competition dedicated to the
memory of WO Bradwell, killed by
an IRA bomb at Thiepval Bar-
racks, Lisburn, last October. Mrs
Bradwell presented a specially-
crafted silver quaich (a cup of
Celtic design) to the winners at
Ballykinler.

The Bradwell Bowl was paid for
by donations from Jim’s friends
and colleagues as a tribute to the
Sunderland man who died from
injuries sustained in the double
bomb blast detonated without
warning within the Army head-
quarters.

Lt Gen Sir Rupert Smith, GOC
Northern Ireland, also presented
prizes and praised REME person-
nel for their work in the Province.

Hosted by James's unit, Mrs
Bradwell and her children visited
the Giant's Causeway and other
tourist attractions before returning
home.

1 When large sections of
the British working popu-
lation found their pay held
up over Easter by a bank
computer glitch, the Army
had no problems.

Why? Because, the Ser-
vice is behind the “tech-
nology curve” and does
not use modems to trans-
fer information to banks. It
is still done by collating
information on tapes
which are then handed
over to the bank.

A case of the tortoise
getting there first. ..

Mrs Pamela Bradwell and her children, Rowena and Philip, pictured
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with the first winners of the Bradwell Bowl, a light aid detachment
working in Belfast with the 1st Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment

Final R Signals
covers released

LAST two commemorative covers
in an ambitious series from the
new Royal Signals Museum have
become available just weeks
before it is to be re-opened.

Gen Sir Michael Rose, the Adju-
tant General, who has agreed to
unveil the extended and mod-
ernised museum at Blandford in
late May, has signed a special ver-
sion of one of the covers.

It depicts two aspects of Royal
Signals involvement during the
Falklands war: Sgt Mather MM, a
member of an SAS surveillance
team, at work; and the satellite
ground terminal used by 30 Signal
Regiment.

Gen Rose, who in 1982 was

commanding 22 Regiment SAS,
negotiated the surrender of the
Argentinian troops at Port Stanley.

Details of the series are avail-
able from the New Museum Project
Officer, Royal Signals Museum,
Blandford Camp, Dorset DT11 8RH.

Picture: Doug Pratt

Coining it in: Regulars at the Railway in Ringwood,
Hampshire, boosted Gurkha Welfare Trust funds
with a donation of £800, which was handed over by
Margaret and Ted Leigh, tenants of the Eldridge
Pope pub. Pictured counting the cash are (from
left) Sig Chandra Gurung, Eldridge Pope manager

S0 YEARS AGO
From Soldier, April 1947

STRANGE REQUEST

Please settle an argument: is
it possible for an English sol-
dier to become a naturalised
German, and if so, how? - Pte
J Baker RAMC, 25 British Mil-
itary Hospital.

@ Soldier trusts that this is an
argument and nothing more. At
present no one can become a
German. When a German gov-
emment is formed and recog-
nised, application would have to
be made to it. Presumably resi-
dential and other qualifications
would have to be fulfilled. — Editor.

>.5YEARS AGO

From Soldier, April 1972

BEST GUN IN WORLD

The Army's new 105mm
towed light gun, said to be the
best of its kind in the world,
was unveiled at the Royal
School of Artillery, Larkhill.
Many countries have shown
an interest in buying the gun.

Words from the front lines

WAR correspondent Cornelius
Ryan interviewed thousands of
soldiers before he wrote his
acclaimed accounts of D-Day,
Berlin's fall and Operation Market-
Garden. The first and last, The
Longest Day and A Bridge Too
Far, were turned into films which
conveyed the momentous events

of Normandy and Arnhem to a
world-wide audience.

Now a selection of Ryan’s
research notes and recordings,
held at Ohio University, has been
brought together for an exhibition
at the National Army Museum in
Chelsea. Much of the material has
never been seen before.

APTC Association (York branch):
Annual meeting April 25; annual
dinner May 16. Details: Capt (Retd)
Rocky Holling on 01226 207046.

British Korean Veterans’ Asso-
ciation welcomes new members
at its stand at Rushmoor Arena,
Aldershot, May 3-5.

ltaly Star Association: Annual
luncheon and parade, May 18,
Westgate Hall, Canterbury. Details:
Maurice Cheadle (01425 620578)
or Graham Swain (01425 614884).

National Malaya and Borneo

CLOSUI

The WOs’ and Sgts’ Mess, APO
Ashton, closed on March 21.
Anyone who made a presentation
to the mess may claim it back by
contacting SSgt Marsh on 01942
243904 or writing to Army Careers
Information, 2 Bailey's Court, Hall-
gate, Wigan WN1 1LR.

Steve Best, Sig Sim Chochangi, landlord Ted Leigh
and Sgt Shrichandra Gurung. Also there were WO2
Prem Bhattachan of the Royal School of Signals,
Blandford, and Maj Carl Seppings.

Landlady Margaret's father served with the
Gurkhas during the Second World War.

Veterans' Association: A new
branch opens at Post Office Club,
Dunkirk Road, Lincoln, on May 22.

Army HQ (India) Association:
Reunion on May 10 at Common-
wealth Institute, Kensington. Wel-
come extended to all IACC, IAQC,
IEME and RAF Wing personnel.
Details: Mrs P K Massingham, 27
Salmons Road, Chessington KT9
2JE (tel 0181 397-3398).

43rd (Wessex) Recce Regt OCA:
Second Patchway, Bristol, reunion
on May 31. Affiliated units wel-
come. Details: Alan Dracup, 26
The Meads, Downend, Bristol,
BS16 6RQ (tel 0117 976-1980).

Herts and Beds Yeomanry: 86th,
105th, 135th and 191st Fd Regts
RA, 53nd Heavy Regt, 79th HAA
Regt and post-war successors.
Reunion on June 7 at TA Centre,
Marsh Road. Details from Ron
Currell, 28 St Margaret's Close, Old
Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9EA.

APRIL

(until May 18): Cornelius Ryan
Archive exhibition, National Army
Museum, Chelsea.

26: British Model Soldier Soci-
ety annual show, New Con-
naught Rooms, Great Queen
Street, Holborn, London.

JUNE

4-5: Floodlit Beating Retreat by
Massed Bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards, 9.30pm.
Tickets on 0171 839-5323.

14: Queen’s Birthday Parade, F
Coy, Scots Guards, Horse Guards
(Major General's Review, May
31; Colonel's Review, June 7).
21: Sherborne Military Tattoo,
Sherborne Castle, Dorset, in aid
of Poppy Appeal and Army
Benevolent Fund. Includes dis-
plays by White Helmets, PWRR
free-fall team, D and D Band,
QGR Pipes and Drums, 9 Para
Sqgn RE, AAC helicopters.
28-29: Victorian Military Society
celebration of Queen Victoria's
Diamond Jubilee, Chatham His-
toric Dockyard.

JULY

15-27: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court. Tickets: 0171 244-0244.
SEPTEMBER

6-7: Berwick Military Tattoo, The
Barracks, Berwick-upon-Tweed.
Proceeds to Service charities.
13-15: Military Survey 250th
anniversary weekend, Hermitage.
OCTOBER

24: Royal British Legion Isle of
Thanet Festival of Remem-
brance. Tickets: 01843 292882.

@ Overlord military vehicle show,
May 24-26, at Longmoor Camp,
Hants, has been cancelled.

Cheshire Regiment Association:
Birkenhead and District Branch’s
Sixth Oak Leaf Dinner, Port Sun-
light, June 13. Tickets (£10) from
Graham Ball on 0151 608-4524 or
Geoff Hunt 0151 645-0434.

64 Signal Sqn (V), Sheffield:
30th birthday party on July 12 at
Manor TA Centre, Hurlfield Road,
Sheffield to celebrate anniversary
of TA and squadron. Details from
Kath Howse on 0114 2396979.

497, 976 and 981 ex-Royal
Marines: 4th reunion at Royal
Sailors’ Home Club, Portsmouth,
Aug 16 to mark 50th anniversary
of formation. Details: P Wye, Pet-
a-Pat, 349 Old Road, Clacton-on-
Sea, Essex CO15 3RQ.

L P Anderson has in his posses-
sion a First World War medal
inscribed “53197 Cpl W J Bibby
RAMC 1914-1919” . He wishes to
pass it on to a relative and may be
contacted at 22 Field Way, Alder-
shot, Hants GU12 4UG.

Paul Simons, Windfall Films Ltd,
22-24 Torrington Place, London
WC1E 7HJ seeks eyewitness
accounts of heroic animals of the
World Wars. Examples are Gl Joe,
the pigeon which saved dozens of

British soldiers at Colviveccio,
Italy, by running an urgent mes-
sage to call off a bombing raid,
and Blitz dogs that searched for
survivors in the London ruins.

M O'Brien seeks ex-members of
ACC and City of London
Fusiliers. Replies to 12 Condron
Road (South), Litherland, Liver-
pool 21 7GB (tel 0151 474-4759).

Helen Ducker seeks Service
details of a relative, William Hen-

derson Ducker, born Aug 9,
1889, at Rumburgh, Suffolk, lived
at West Cramlington, Northum-
berland, and emigrated to Boston
USA in 1925. He served in Israel
during his time in the British Army.
Replies to 19 Peth Head, Wooler,
Northumberland NE71 6NE.

Ex-members of the Band of 8th
KRI Hussars interested in a pos-
sible reunion in 1998 are asked to
contact Colin Ridgers, 117 Vanner
Road, Witney OX8 6LL.
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badges and tankards to suit your

needs. PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED. BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL
MR107 1=  Forces discounts on full Peugeot
(25¢cm) Range*

£55.93 _ -
iz  Finance at competitive rates
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A convenient and generous trade-in

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S A.E.

“Cold cast bronze for Brachure facility
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
Tel: Gravi d (01474) 365511.
ng.- {0‘34&;54?”53;,56_ THEN COME TO THE BEST
— BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
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We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).
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* Immediate delivery on most models
»* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery
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MX5 from £10,099
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX

POOL AUTOS

/7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (B5) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968
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(01980) 843333
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Three-year
men ‘looked
down on’

DURING my three years with
the 1st Bn the Duke of
Wellington’s Regiment we
were the Spearhead battalion
for Northern Ireland, although
we did not serve there.

My service also included
spells at Mill Hill and High
Wycombe during Op Granby,
as well as many exercises in the
UK and overseas.

So why do people look down
on us three-year men? We
earned a pension (although I
cannot get mine until I am 65).
I was recorded as “Exemplary”
on my service certificate, I was
proud of being an Infantry sol-
dier and I am still on Reserve.

Despite all this, we three-
year men received no medal. I
have a commemorative Gener-
al Service Cross but I am not
sure whether I can wear this
with pride.

The same applies to Nation-
al Servicemen such as my
father, who served in the Cold-
stream Guards. He has a com-
memorative medal, but no
pension.

If a medal were issued for
three-year men, National Ser-
vicemen or non-combatants,
most would be prepared to
pay, with profits going to dis-
abled ex-Servicemen, widows,
or the Royal British Legion. —
Yorkie (name and address
supplied).

Points in Question
and For the Record
— next page

Boy, what a
response!

YOU recently published a
Searchline request from me
for information about boy-
soldiering. The response was
overwhelming.

I shall try to reply to all the
kind “old-boy-soldiers” in due
course but because I am
undergoing hospital treatment
I crave a little time to do so.

May I, through your maga-
zine, thank all those concerned
for their co-operation and
information. — Bill Fort,
Barton-on-Sea, Hants.

——

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

“You’d think that once, just once, they would give us something . ..
even an extra scoop of oats would help”

New pay scales — Pages 7-11

Mitchell — patriot
and humanitarian

I HAD the pleasure of soldier-
ing with Colin Mitchell (Let-
ters, March 3 and 31) when he
joined the 8th Argylls in Italy
in early 1945

During that time and later
for some vears in the then
Palestine, I found him to be a
dedicated soldier, if already
somewhat unorthodox in his
approach to military problems.

Our paths continued to
cross and our correspondence
continued until his untimely
death at the age of 70. His
patriotism took one back to the

He made

I WAS sorry to learn of the
death of Lt Col Colin Mitchell.

I served in Aden from 1965
to 1967 with the St John and
Red Cross as a Services hospi-
tal welfare officer in my early
twenties and was very aware of
the strong feelings of the
wounded soldiers as they
talked about the 13 dead

Soldier welcomes letters for publication from all readers, whatever their status.
Letters must be brief, typed or written clearly and include the correspondent’s
name and address in block capitals, not necessarily for publication. Anony-
mous letters will not be considered. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the
decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to edit for length, clarity or style.

early days of the First World
War.

It is regrettable that his ser-
vice in Aden-Crater was recog-
nised only by an MID but this
subject has been well chroni-
cled.

He was a founder-member
and chairman of the Halo
Trust, a registered charity with
the main object of lifting and
making safe what must be hun-
dreds of thousands of mines
planted in Cambodia, Afghan-
istan, Angola and many other
Sectors.

British soldiers being dragged
through the streets of Crater.

The situation in Crater was
so bad that the troops had been
ordered not to go in again. Lt
Col Mitchell courageously dis-
regarded these orders, took his
battalion back into Crater,
recovered the bodies of the
British soldiers and resumed
patrolling with hardly a shot
fired on either side.

A few mornings later I heard
the sound of bagpipes. I ran to
my flat window in Nagi Build-

This humanitarian mission
was highlighted by Diana,
Princess of Wales in her recent
visit to Angola, during which
time it was reported that some
6,000 unexploded shells and
mines had been lifted by Halo
in the previous 12 months — a
soldier’s task in time of war.

It seems a pity that some
form of posthumous decora-
tion could not be given to
Lt Col (Retd) Mitchell for
this humanitarian service. —
Gordon Munro, Newcastle
upon Tyne.

us proud to be British

ings and saw, at the far end of
Maalla Strait, Lt Col Mitchell
marching in front of his Pipes
and Drums followed by the
whole battalion of Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders.

He had marched from
Crater and was on his way to
the headquarters at Steamer
Point. As he passed below our
flat, my heart beat faster and I
was proud to be British. We
could now leave Aden holding
our heads up. — Mrs Hazel
York, Shrewsbury, Salop.
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RESPONSIBILITY for man-
aging the “people” side of the
British Army rests with the
Adjutant General’'s Corps
(AGC), formed on April 6
1992.

Under its umbrella were
drawn the functions of the
Staff and Personnel Support
Branch of the Roval Army Pay
Corps; the staff clerks of the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps;
and elements, including the
staff clerks, of the Women’s
Royal Army Corps.

A year later the branch was
joined by the clerks of all arms
and services in the Army. The
Provost Branch derives from
the Corps of Royal Military
Police and the Military
Provost Staff Corps; the Edu-
cational and Training Ser-
vices Branch from the Royal
Army Educational Corps; and
the Army Legal Services
Branch from the Army Legal
Corps.

More than 6,500 strong,
the AGC provides the Army
with all the professional skills
required to administer its Ser-
vicemen and women, police
them, educate them and pro-
vide their legal support.

It has officers and soldiers
serving in every headquarters
and almost every unit in the

Final postcard in our series of 13 on the new regiments and corps of the British Army of the 1990s

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S CORPS

Army. The corps motto is
Animo et fide. — With resolu-
tion and fidelity.

The postcard illustrated
here, reproduced from a
watercolour  painting by
Christopher A Collins, shows:

@ Officer: Mess dress.

@® Drum major: Full dress.

@ Different forms of corps
dress.

® Background: The Old
Building, Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst.

The high collar style of the
officer’s mess dress is based
on that of the former Adjutant
General’s Department mess
dress of the 1890s. The drum
major wears the universal pat-
tern blue cloth helmet with
the AGC helmet plate. His

\For details of this and other postcards depicting regiments and corps of the British Army, send SAE to: Geoff White Ltd., 19, Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol, BS19 SJA)

sash is fitted with two token
drumsticks, and has on it the
coat of arms of the City of
Winchester.

The four figures who fea-
ture in the central display are:
a soldier in combat dress; a
soldier in shirt-sleeve order; a
military police motor cyclist;
and a female soldier in No 2
dress.

TA Efficiency Medal

IN thanking the correspondents
who answered my question seek-
ing explanation for the qualifica-
tions for the Efficiency Medal
(Territorial), | should like to add
that | enlisted in the TA as a “Terri-
torial Soldier” at the age of 18
years two weeks, on August 30,
1940.

| am aware that the TA was
embodied with the Regular Forces
on September 3, 1939 but it was
possible to enlist (rather than “vol-
unteer”) as a “TA soldier”. | still
have the attestation papers bear-
ing my signature.

Young men like myself did
enlist after the war started. So
going back to my original ques-
tion, having enlisted as a Territori-
al Soldier, after six years' service
(which would count double)

32

Mr A E Tate, of Maidstone, sent
us this drawing of a badge
given to his father-in-law during
the First World War by a fellow
officer who had apparently
served in the Chinese Regi-
ment. The badge is 4cm high
and 3cm wide, with a gun-metal
finish, and he wonders whether
readers can shed some light on
its origins and those of the reg-

iment in question.

shouldn't we also qualify for the TA
Medal on a par with peacetime
recruits?

| served in two Infantry regi-
ments, a field regiment Royal
Artillery and a Yeomanry regiment
(Airborne Light Artillery). | landed
in France by glider on D-Day, took
part in the Battle of the Ardennes
and later crossed the Rhine by
glider, finishing my service in Ger-
many in April, 1945.

After being posted to Palestine
in September, 1945 | finished my
Army service in late 1946. — F P
O’Toole, Bexley Heath, Kent.

| AM fairly sure that for war service

to count towards the award of the
TD/TEM it was necessary to re-
enlist in the TA within six months of
demobilisation or the re-formation
of the TA.

Itis not correct to say it was not
possible to enlist in the TA after

September 3, 1939. All volun-
teers, other than those joining on a
Regular engagement were attest-
ed on Army Form E531A, which
on the reverse stated that this was
a “Notice to be given to a person at
the time of his offering to join the
Territorial Army, Duration Engage-
ment”.

After demobilisation in 1948 |
re-enlisted in the TA, then into the
Regular Army and finally back into
the TA, into which | was ultimately
commissioned.

My other-rank service between
1942 and 1948 was counted as
half qualifying service towards the
Territorial Decoration which |
received in 1966. Had | not been
commissioned it would have
counted double towards the TEM.
— A J Moore TD, Liverpool L23.

For the record

BMH Rinteln
YOUR article “Final deliveries for
BMH Rinteln” (Lifestyle, March
17) gives 1953 as the date when
that unit opened.

That is incorrect as my eldest
daughter was born there on June
2, 1949 and it was in being well

before then. In those days the
mothers and those to be were
required to stand to attention at
their beds (medical condition
allowing) during ward visits by
senior medical staff. — | E Howe
(formerly Coldstream Guards),
Bristol.
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COMPETITION 660

HO

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 660, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by May 16. Do
not include anything else

T £ 50
OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

in your envelope. More
than one entry can be sub-
mitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The
first correct entries drawn
will be the winners. No
correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
June 9 issue.

Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 657 (March 17 issue): First correct entry
drawn was from Mr D O’Brien, of Fleet, Hants, who wins
£50. Book prizes go to runners-up LCpl Will Crask, of
Northampton, and Sgt E R Chivers RLC, of Newcastle
upon Tyne. The ten differences were: C in “Club” and
figure 8/3 on scoreboard; batsman’s left arm and pad
strap; shadow, bottom left; line of tree trunk; right-hand
bird; point of top stump; bail; wicket-keeper’s shirt.

Subscribe to
SOLDIER
The official magazine of the British Army
OVERSEAS
One year £23.00 One year £32.20 a
Two years  £40.00 Two years  £60.00 d
Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to:
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

NAME:
ADDRESS: __
POSTCODE: .




ESOLDIEREMY

AIR:E

MOFFATS SCHOOL

Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

@ High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline
* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

% Our own escorts to and from airports and stations

% Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.

Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.
S.A.E. for price list.
Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,

Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS

BASEBALL CAPS TIES

AND MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE

SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444

JENKINS KNITWEAR

INSTRUCTORS - MicroQuiz can convert:

' Computer slide presentations into 35mm Slide Presentations
‘| Lesson viewfoils into new style computer slide presentations
‘| Lesson viewfoils, or notes, into 35mm Slide Presentations

‘| Photographs to 35mm slides or vice-versa

"] Video screen images to slides, computer disks or photographs.

“Work with the best presentation” MicroQuiz,
at realistic prices. 35 Shrewsbury Road.
Contact MicroQuiz on: Worksop,
Phone/fax: 01909 479603 Nottinghamshire, S80 2PA

Services normally cost less than £1 per Slide/OHP/Image

5 Vernon Place Northern Court
Basford Nottingham NG& ODE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

MILITARY CV SERVICES
The original CV service for HM Forces:
established in 1984
A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career
consultant. Past clients include men and
women of all ranks from every part of the

Army.

4 ™
C \ J - for Military
S personnel

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Qualty content. Impeccable presentation.
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.
Laser printing. Free client CV storage.
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PLT 3HZ

Full details from:
Anthony Jacques,
66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 SRU

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

® English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre @ Embroidered
7 Whitcomb Street V-neck jumpers
London WC2H 7THA also many other items

VISTA SRORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,

Surrey RH1 3EA.

Tel: 0171-930 1979
Fax: 0171-930 1152 08

Tel: 01483 823766 e

Tel/Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 1rs) y

FREE
T-SH

WITH ORDERS OF 25 GARMENTS OR MORE

READY TO BE DEPLOYED
IMMEDIATELY !

PROMOTIONS
Telephone: 01705 822436
« NO HIDDEN COSTS * FULLY STOCKED SERVICE

* SWEATSHIRTS * T-SHIRTS * POLO SHIRTS « RUGBY SHIRTS * DRILL TOPS & TRACK SUITS
Hargreaves Promotions Ltd., Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants PO4 85Y

34

Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

HAS YOUR SERVICE
BEEN RECOGNISED
COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS FOR:
o COMBATANT SERVICE
* SEA SERVICE
» AVIATION SERVICE
» ARMY SERVICE
s FOREIGN SERVICE
o VOLUNTEER SERVICE
o NATIONAL DEFENCE

For Information send a STAMPED self addressed 34" x 8%" business envelape to:
Service Commemoratives - P.O. Box 4, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10. 3ZT

Wi\ Regal Military
Tailors 5

c-"—'i-- The Hallmark of fine military tailoring
A personal handcut tailoring service for Officers and Senior
NCOs.

All uniforms, Mess Dress, suit and blazer requirements are
made to measure and fitted by our craftsmen.

Only regimentally approved materials are used and all work is
carried out on our own premises.

A full range of complementary accessories is offered.

Discount is given on all bulk orders.

Interest free credit.
Contact your personal military tailor:
Germany - Tel: (0541) 2021058
UK - Tel/Fax: 0113 236 1091
Regal Military Tailoring

3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Leeds LS1 3HA Bii
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EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR GET
& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &
SWEATSHIRTS PROMOTION! 4 |/
* Ties * Sportsbags T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
* Golf umbrellas Polos, Rugby Shirts, A A
* Baseball caps Hooded Tops,
Embroidered garments — Free original 24+ Singlets, IV[L & MILT TARY BESPOKE TAILORS

printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36 Baseball Hats, Ties
Badges — embroidered — min gty 25 ; ' '
Enamelled — min 100 Embroidered Badges
Blazer badges — min 5 & Jumpers, Pennants,
Ties — woven —min 50, printed min 36 Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,

Esebalcapymn U Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

Sports bags min 50
A S PROMOTIONS

Golf umbrellas min 25
Write phone or 12 Avenue Industrial Estate

gnsign e ) o
elephone: a
MOTIFS Kilcreggan, p!

@ﬂ? LADIES&GENTS
A MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS | "

INTEREST

FREE CREDIT.

ggnbﬂanonshlre Fax: 0181-531 7298 .
Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: ;1 4J3:aa 2854 All Accessories
Supplied.
G For All Your Uniform.
Vi STA TI ES B Suit & Blazer
5 & ‘ Requirements
UNIFORMS ! Contact,

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

T(ES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

MADE TO MEASURE 284-294 Ley St.
OR's and Officers Mess Dress | HfOI'd ESSCX. IGl 4BS

Officers No. 2 Dress

OR's and Officers No.1 Dress . UK 0181 478 2780 ~
Officers British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers GERMANY 05252 4631
Regimental D.B, Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

Sgiar o R Al For details of SOLDIER Advertising
Michael Jay Tailoring rates and copy deadlines please call:

5 TOMO BUS S5 PARK, STOWMARKET

Bt A I 01252 347352

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

T-SHIRTS I {IJFREEW PRINTED or Exntbrocdered.
porosmrts  £13.50 QU IRACEREEEETY 25
SWEATSHIRTS £14.50 SHIRT i .

RUGBYSHIRTS £22.50 g e RUGEY SHIRTS

DRILL TOPS
])l‘ll l Topq @9 = 0 T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS,
nn h o~ i i 0 %)
FROM TEES TOTAL BY MAIL ORDER ONLY A RANGE POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS.
OF EMBROIDERED GARMENTS WITH BRITISH FORCES ER[IIN[s1:13s 3R] 3 4
LETTERING & A CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING EMBLEMS. FIYT 1 1 0] TEES TOTAL
) High Street,Wootton Bassett, 3
SFOR BADGE, NATO FLAG, STOCK DESIGNS : 2|3\ Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
al Tl UNION JACK (UJ), TR Z 1S TEL:(01793) 849888
& SCOTTISH FLAG (SC), CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE - FAX:(01793) 849890
| WELSH FLAG (WELSH), R R g . §
F K3 NO EMBLEM (NE). RETURN YOUR ORDER FORM ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO TEES TOTAL, 153 HIGH STREET,
0 Kt SHIRT COLOURS AVAILABLE:- WOOTTON BASSETT , SWINDON , WILTSHIRE SN4 7AB. PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES / POSTAL
R P T-SHIRTS (WHlTE,OLWE,NAVY) ORDERS PAYABLE TO TEES TOTAL. ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY.
POLOSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY) FILL IN YOUR ADDRESS DETAILS BELOW OR IF YOU WISH TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD ( ACCESS,
0 a% SWEATSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY) VISA, MASTERCARD,EUROCARD ) PLEASE COMPLETE IN FULL.
RC RUGBY SHIRTS (BOTTLE,NAVY)
DRILL TOPS (BOTTLE, NAVY) CARDHOLDERS FULL NAME (Please Print) :
SIZES:- MEDIUM (36-38) , LARGE (40) , EX-LARGE (42-44) DELIVERY / CREDIT CARD BILLING ADDRESS ..
EX-EX-LARGE (46) BUT N/A IN OLIVE POLOS & SWEATS.
GARMENT
e COLOUR SIZE EMBLEM | COST
T T
wesonweemis [ | | [ [ [ [ [T [[[[[[[][]
WALID FROM Ir: iinviiivisaitenininkssnetesasirmisinsinb soinintssssa VALID TO =.nseisinmirensessnsssssnines
CARD ISSUE No. (Where more than one person is authorised to use card)
| AUTHORISE TEES TOTAL TO DEBIT MY CARD AS PAYMENT FOR MY ORDER TO THE VALUE OF E.......ccceieiie
ALL PRICES INCLUDE P & P. TOTAL COST CARDHOLDERS SIGNATURE ..... . SRR .\ | ~IPETI Je

35



5S QLoD | E RENVAR Tt

ENGRAVING

Cut the cost of your

Service Available national and

OSSOP TROPHIES

international
\Lg)r'??ﬂManufactme Pewter Tra'::}k:'r:ssl.‘;rmphies. Goblets and telephone calls -

\ #rankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT by between
¥ SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE N .
D TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377 ; 30% and 50%.

¥ GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE : UK or overseas. Interested?

MADE TO || cafo oo or ux
TN E U NER YU\  MEASURE

NN BINOS WITH GRATS e CARCATURES
SPECIAL OFFER £79.90 | & oerion |

incl. VAT & p&p (RRP £105.00) UK tel: 0113 282 6102

i
z
¢

Ask for samp{es and prices

L\ g -THE SPOT

« Light welght 8 x 21 minl binos (UK fax: 0113 282 1 457 e
« Accurately adjust artillery and mortar fire | BAOR: 05751 15087 o e
« Stadiametric range finder for section weapon ranges _ s rEmwm 10 date
« Judge distance and give precise target identification to your enemy BAOR mobile 0171 526
« Made to British Military specifications 1340 01 81- 441 6&7

OFFER AVAILABLE ONLY WHILST STOCKS LAST

SEND CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER FOR £79.90

A i N 4
GIVING YOUR NAME, UK OR BFPO DELIVERY ADDRESS, :3 (té&@ ' THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY
\ ;

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER AND QUANTITY REQUIRED TO:
GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00

Huntingtower Trading Ltd, PO Box 7306, Perth, Scotland PH1 SWN UNIFO RM AL ERANED GOLTT wir BADGES £12,00 656"
Trade/Wholesale enquiries welcome: Fax 01738 474 304 3 WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, (Black) £21.50
Rothwell, LEEDS LS26 ONU. | BLACK HEHETS £7.00

REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY

- 11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Please mention SOLDIER when Oldham, Lancs OL2 8Td.

replying to advertisements Fax/Telephone 01706 846648 ..

Army Issue Danner & Matterhorn Boots
Severe weather. Thinsulate

HI-TEC Magnum leather /

cordura lightweight combat boots,

1)

PRO-BOOTS

Latest issue Goretex severe

Assault Boots
New £39.99

2) Goretex Army
Issue Boot Liners
(Mid calf length)
New £16.99

3) Army Issue 80% "‘
wool socks. £2.99 ',m

ideal for tactical use.
Magnum Boots
£40.00
- Magnum Sympatex
100% wiproof £70.00
Magnum All Leather
£50.00

weather boots. Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable.
Breathable. Special
once only offer.

RRP £150.00
Bargain £99.00

PLCE Bergen 125 | Soldier ‘95 PLCE DPM Tactical Ops.
litre. Side pouches | Assault vest. 8 assorted pouches plus 2 large
make a 35 litre day i
{ patrol pack. Cordura
outer, lightweight
and durable.

Only £160.00

CWC are genuine Military
Issue & offer a two year
guarantee. Avai ible
exclusively from Silverman’s,

map/storage
pockets. Holster
attached inside.
Y I size fully
adjustable
mesh vest,

quick release

fastening

Full range of Berghaus and Military
issue rucksacks in stock.

Berghaus Vulcan £175  Berghaus Munro
Berghaus Atlas £175 £64.99

. Buil Genuine Issue. 3 ammo, 2 utility ; ;
front. Built to Pouches. Main body of rie is a large General service General service

: last. NEW £125.00 storage area. Built to last with date £68.00 £55.00
Om'v available from Silverman’s DPM or Green £47.99 (not including strap - (not including strap -
Genuine SAS 18mm grey £6.99) 18mm grey £6.99)
d £33y The s - E

i ‘h“‘*
: . aa PARA and N i b
t kg (0] e GORETEX . i Merlin '.:.:‘:{:"'%';{

Ll 0‘}*‘ - \ ﬁ ) 1 i smocks. J Softie 3
Stay Warm () All sizes. e
1 % ‘ ‘X Genuine

| sleeping bag.
and comfortable.

| Insulates down to

i - DPM
Buffalo Sp6 Shirts: £84. 99 i Light- zero degrees. Packs ;
Olive or Black - A = weight > &4 very small. £59.99 2 ;
Original Mountain Shirts ; Tropical Yake Sk
Jrg l - o ¥ ; jackets & Full range of SnugPak and Military Service 300m ()uarlz‘- £220.00
£79.99- Olive - - rls - Issue sleeping bags available. Goretex ;‘lg;e{":{““mm \\:?:)r::r:'cji:l::r\ltl:lxnlj
All other Buffalo kit stocked ' stock Military Issue Bivvy Bags also in stock. £299.00

S||.VERMAN'S LTDqs) TEL. 0171 7 900 900 Fax: 0171 791 0008

2 HARFORD STREET
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JOHN BULL

Military Clothing for the
Professional
PRICE - QUALITY - ASSURANCE
PRI CONTRACT PRICE LIST MESS DRESS = 5
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST - offer
Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30 (LS
Sundays 12.00-3.00pm & 11 day Make or

callin at: v ¢ A
17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison : 18 "fr t.\P‘RE?S {
(Nr Military Hospital) ! l,lmesll prices
01748 833614 M Best jit
& Highest quality

Access/Visa taken
¥ Best payment terms

MICHAEL JAY

‘@ Exclusive HAND CUT

- TAILORING

Our unbeatable

Special Qrders Takern

g *Suppiiers to PRI MoD Police B
L2 NAFF! Cards Accepted 5 Local agent to measnre in most arcas
Tel01379783 736 Fax.01379 783 898
As our customers say
MINIATURE MEDALS The service is simply unbeatable

55 PARK,ST

5 TOMO BUSI SUFFOLK [P14 54Y

Return of post Service
Example of prices.-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Nato (lfor) medal with clasp
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM
£6, S/Atlantic + rosette: £6: GSM G.VI.R. with
clasp: £7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal
with clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.LY. mounting: 1 space —£1:
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40, 6-£1.50;
7-£1.60;8-£1.80;8-£2.00; 10 -£2.20
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
® 7.day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.
® Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
# Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc

SOLDIER MAGAZINE

Back issues of SOLDIER can be
ordered by telephoning 01252
347353 and (if less than two years
old) will cost
£1.25 each inc p&p.
Details of other prices are available
upon request.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (01455) 239262 o7

/
ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /;’
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO,YOU /
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT /
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH /
FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME /'AFTER THE

LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life

of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions

or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture

polish. [t is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law

[7
| eather

/
I

enforcement, fire and rescue, sports .f.$fu5,m <

officials, medical and military [—

personnel throughout the world. y
We will send you an § oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes, |
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. [
For larger orders please ring for trade
prices.

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE

LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (SM).
Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire

WS113PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL 01543 279738,
....... 8oz cans @ £10.50 per can

NAME .o oeiityiaristasnenemensea st sssasnsbrsasssnsrasiraanane Total cost of cans
P&PE£250percan ............

TOTAL ENCLOSED ............

Address......cue

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER, Sol 28/04

[ Pen Pals

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a [etter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the
envelope. Your envelope must be no
larger than 8" x 4" and should contain
only a letter plus a photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN

PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a stamped self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier

Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Becky, 31, 5’°5”, an independent,
working girl with long. dark, curly hair
and hazel eyes. Enjoys going out,
camping, cycling and music. Seeking
genuine male pen pals aged 26+. P962

09/97

Jane, 32, 5’°4”, slim with brown eyes
and hair. Enjoys swimming, horse
riding, music, good food and wine.
Seeking male pen pals aged 25+ with
similar interests. P963 007
Maria, 45, a petite, fun-loving
secretary who enjoys writing letters,
going out, music, films and line
dancing. Seeking sincere male pen pals
aged 35-45 with GSOH. P964 00,97

a5

Jenny, 21, 5°5”, with blue eyes and
brown hair. Likes Indie music, pubs/
clubs, concerts and having fun.
Seeking male pen pals aged 21-30.
P96s 09197
Rachel, 25, 5’4, a friendly, blue-eyed
blonde with GSOH. Enjoys
swimming, the cinema and theatre,
wine bars, pubs and eating out.
Seeking male pen pals aged 27-33.
P966 09107
Lorraine, 25, 5°2”, medium build
with auburn hair. Separated but with
no children. Enjoys mights in/out,
aerobics, writing, listening to music.
Seeking single, honest, caring male pen
pals 25 - 35 with GSOH. P967 0007

Julie, 25, 5°4”, attractive with
medium  build. Enjoys writing,
karaoke, pubs and clubs. Seeking

single male pen pals with GSOH aged
26+. Photo would be appreciated.
P96s pasaz

Sarah, 30, 5’6, slim with fair hair
and hazel eyes. Enjoys running,
creative writing, eating and drinking
with friends and music. Seeking
genuine and fun-loving Servicemen to
correspond with. P969 0097

Amanda, 29, 5°, an attractive blonde
who enjoys pubs, clubs, good food,
music, films, watching rugby and
writing great letters! Seeking male pen
pals of any age. ALA. P970 0997
Helen, 26, 5°3”, with long hair and
green eyes. Interests include horses,
Sheffield United FC, motorbikes and
having fun with friends. Seeking male
pen pals aged 25-35. Photo
appreciated. P971
Mandy, 22, 5’107, fun-loving with
medium build and dark hair and eyes.
Enjoys swimming, reading, writing
and clubbing. Seeking male pen pals
aged 22 - 30 with GSOH. P972  wmr
Ginny, 42, 5°2”, single with no
children. Enjoys writing letters, the
theatre, meals out, car-boot sales,
picnics and walking the dog! Seeking
male pen pals aged 30+. ALA. P973

09/97

Vicky, 27, with dark hair and green
eyes. Enjoys music, pubs, eating out
and reading. Has a son aged five.
Seeking male pen pals aged 25-35,
photo appreciated. P974 09197

Tracey, 26, 5’3”, with auburn hair
and blue/green eyes. She enjoys motor
racing, swimming, mountain biking
and driving. Seeking male pen pals
aged 28+ with GSOH. P975 0907
No Post? write to me! 21, bored, in
need of funny, interesting guys to write
to. Find out what I’'m like, just write!
CJ. P976

Angela, (from Notts), 25, 4 117,
slim with long, brown hair. Enjoys
nights out, keeping fit, travelling,
driving, walking, Bingo and listening
to music. Seeking pen pals aged 25+.
Photo appreciated. Genuine replies
only please. P977 0997

“Head-dress Badges

of the British Army”
by Kipling and King. The coliectors” Bibie.

Volume One (1800-1920) - £65
Volume Two (1920-1995) - £42.50
Post Free
Direct From;
H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham GU9 7QRB.

(Tel. 01252 716303).

A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Bartle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info on
SAB80/LSW, Tests and APWTSs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recog-
nition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price
£7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPQ). Trade
terms on application. Available from
selected Naafi Branches, Bookshops or
direct from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253.

FREE BOOK CATALOGUE -
Military, shooting, fieldcraft, outdoor
survival, martial arts and much more.
Send rto: Outdoorsman’s Bookstore,
Unit 27, Monument Industrial Park,
Chalgrove, Oxon, O0X44 7RW or
phone 01865 400256. BO1

Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially mili-
tary history and politics. We collect!
TYLON BOOKS, Merton Abbey
Mills, Merantum Way, London SW19
2RD. Tel: 0181 540 4371.

Gars

Absolutely urgent. Wanted — LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823, Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). .

[: Gars Wantacl |

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. Tc

To advertise in the
Classified section costs only
35p per word (+VAT).
Phone 01252 347352 or
fax 01252 347358 today
with your details.
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JEEPLINE DIRECT
UK: 01367 244344
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C10n¢

Coxne

Entertainment
Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke,
Comedians, Cabaret,
Dance Shows
For all ranks.

LOW COST DANCE FLOOR HIRE
Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 0181-789 7227 / 6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533

Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

| For Sala

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castlt.
Street, Dover, CT16 1PW. 25

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of  hand-embroidered
bullion badges for Army, Navy, Air
Force, Police, schools, colleges, clubs,
etc. Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-
arms, family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: ] Arthur
(PVT) Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432
588605.2500

Limited edition print of the 50th
anniversary of the 21st SAS signed by
David Rowlands. £42.00 inel p+p.
Other prints include Grapple, Gulf,
Derryard, Mess Meeting. For these
and 100’s of other listed prints send
£1.85 to: S. Lebiham, 50 Singleton
Close, London SW17 9]Z. 1087

Coldstream Guards — nine framed
coloured prints £100. Buyer collects.
Tel: 01622 685732, 0997

Army cap badges bought and sold -
Officers, titles, collars, embroidered.
£1.00 for lists, ] Staines, 36 Captain
Cooks Close, Staithes, North Yorks,
TS13 5AP.

Nato medal with clasp, former
Yugoslavia. Full size £18.85 (UK),
£16.25 (BFPO). Miniature £9.80
(UK) £8.50 (BFPQO). Post paid.
Miniature Medals, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP. 1197
Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. 250
Military Badges, good selection,
reasonable prices SAE for lists. Bringle, 2
Short Road, Smethwick, West Mldland&
B67 6N]J.

CHRYSLER
VOYAGER

SCE

HOTLINE DIRE
UK: 01367 244344

For quality hand embroidered wire
and silk thread badges, emblems,
crests and pennants send design or
pattern for return of sample and
quotation to: “Kalsara International”,
PO Box 1034, Sialkot, Pakistan
51310. 2497
Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. T
Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in
resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382, 2

e v e vk e e e e e e e sl v s sk s e s ke e e e sk e ke e de e ke de e ke
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax:
0121-4545393. Minimum order 25
Shields. £9.95, no VAT outside the
UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. T

e ke e e e e e e e e e e sk e e ok e e e e e e e e e ke e e ke ok ok

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q.

Worldwide  Parachute  Wings.
Catalogue listing wings to over 60
countries. Send £1.00 - Mike

Lapworth, 26 Southdown Road, Bristol
BS9 3NL

French Foreign Legion — I stock
UK’s best selection. Beret badges,
wings, fob badges, rank insignia,
medals, certificates, promotion
badges, qualifications, Kepis, berets,
ties, belts, lanyards and full uniforms. I
also hold a continually changing
selection of genuine Indo-China era
fob badges. Also new for 1997
excellent craftsman-made metal busts
(five different), key rings, tie pins and
CDs. Fully illustrated catalogue £2.00.
Mike Lapworth (s), 26 Southdown
Road, Bristol BS9 3NL FOI

Genuine British Commonwealth
cap/collar badges. Metal, cloth s/titles,
divison trade badges, monthly lists.
50p- single list, £5 twelve lists, E Kelk,
Sweechgate  Cottages, Broadoak,
Canterbury CT2 ORA. ¥O1

Military Insignia. British and
Colonial, Victorian to date. No re-
strikes. 50p for-page listing - Shotton,
7 Peak Road, Clanfield, Hants. kol

Military, sports, coronation, police,
school, masonic and miscellaneous
medals and badges. Send 2x26p
stamps for list: 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside 141 2SY. o7

CHRYSLER

NEON

SCE

HOTLINE DIREC
UK: 01367 244344

At competitive prices for Army,
Navy, Air Force associations,
clubs, etc, sashes, banners, metal
badges, brooches, medals, balmorals,
glengarries, berets, pipe band
instruments. Please contact M Raza,
261 Chingford Road, London E17
5AB. Tel: 0181 531 3792. 0

Commemorative documents of
military service. Suitable for all
branches. Designed for wall or desk
top display or portfolio. Send SAE for
descriptive list and request form:
AFSO, Outer Ardoch, Kilwinning,
Ayreshire, KA13 7QL.

NOTICE TO READERS
The publishers of SOLDIER Magazine
cannot accept responsibility for the
accuracy of any advertisement or for any
losses suffered as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make their
own enquiries and seek appropriate
commercial, legal and financial advice
before sending any money or entering
into any legally binding agreement.

Full/miniature size medals,
mounted for wear or display. Send for
full list of new miniature medals,
ribbon emblems, brooches, ribbon
bars, clasps, etc and medal mounting
costs. Access/Visa welcome. SAE
appreciated. Worcestershire Medal
Services, 25 Golden Cross Lane,
Carshill, Bromsgrove B61 OLG. Tel:
01527 835375. 09/97

Quality makers of British Army, Air
Forces and Navy badges, regimental
banners, uniform accessories, Scottish
clan crests and military badges.
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band
uniform accessories. Please ask for free
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 21/414
Majidpura, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax:
0092 432 588547. EO1
SOLDIER Magazine enamel lapel
badges. £2.50 each inc p&p (UK &
BFPO). Tel: 01252 347353.

Tune Belt UK. The original
radio/cassette carrier. £14.95 inc p&p.
Tel/fax: 01524 400259. STD + CD
sizes. Black only. EO1

[ Holidays |

DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL

in Prime Location

Run by ex-Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays,
breaks and functions. Prices include full
English breakfast and five course evening

meal.
Holmhurst Hotel

14 Reads Avenue,
Blackpool Central
Telephone: 01253 25977

Proprietor: Tony Salvin

Jeep
CHEROKEE

SCE

JEEPLINE DIR
UK: 01367 244344

Costa Brava, Roses, lovely two-
bedroom apartment to rent. Pool,
gardens, T.V., 30 minutes from French
border. Tel/fax: 003472 150055

Blackpool “Seaburn” guest house,
warm, friendly, ex-Forces welcome
awaits you. B+B from [14, EM [4
extra. Tel: 01253 355013. 1297

Blackpool self catering flats, Off
promenade or rural, luxury bed and
breakfast. All with private facilities.
Tel: 01253 696145.
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GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Our Company offers many years of
Letting & Management experience.
Professional & Courteous Service. Low
rates.

A STRAIGHT FORWARD
INDIVIDUAL SERVICE WITH NO
HIDDEN COSTS BY STAFF WHO

CARE FOR YOUR HOME,

% Houses urgently required in Sussex,
Surrey & Kent %

"PHONE OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE:
GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX.
Tel/Fax: 01342 718671 (24 hrs)

Property |

TIMESHARE
FOR SALE

(RCI AFFILIATED)
Aldeas de Taray Club at
La Manga, Spain.
(Nearest airport Alicante)
Weeks 9 and/or 10 -
to own in perpetuity
£1,300 per week. (Private sale)
Lovely 2-bed duplex apartment, sleeps 6,
with excellent on-site and local facilities.
Sitwated on beautiful lagoon in Southern
Spain. Ideal for watersports.
Only 20 mins from famous La Manga
Golf & Country Club.
For full details and further information

please call 01252 347352.

For Sale: Westbury Wilts Semi-
detached house 3 bedrooms, garage,
conservatory, enclosed rear garden.
£57,950. Tel 01423 324708.

Lost touch with friends from your
service days? We will help you get
back in touch. SAE - Forces Connect
Association, 57 Norwich Close,
Lichfield, Staffs, WS13 7S]J.

[ Reunioms

[ Weead |

International Close Protection
Association invites applications from
Armed Forces personnel about to
complete engagement. Must have
relevant c¢/p aptitude. Contact: ICPA,
The Old Courthouse, 18/20 St Peter’s
Churchyard, Derby DE1 1NN. 147

The Royal British Legion Scotland
Central Band requires musicians for
marching/concert band - particularly
trombone and French horn players, also
assistant conductor. Please apply to:
The Director of Music, Capt BHS
Rodgers. Telephone no: 01506 882497.

09197

Researcher needs Belizean spouses
of serving/ex-Servicemen to participate
in oral history study of Belizean
schooling. More information — Peter
Hitchen: 01253 867431. 0997

Back issues of SOLDIER
are available for
4.1.25 each
Tel: 01252 347353,

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

APRIL 05, 1997

MARCH 29, 1997
EIGHT-way tie for first prize (15 goals, £750 EIGHT-way tie for first prize (16 goals £750 each):

each): SSgt AD Adam, 156 Pro Coy RMP,
Colchester; SSgt S Bland, 1 GS Regt
RLC, BFPO 47; W02 MA Briggs, Royal
School of Artillery, Larkhill; Lt Col SJ
Clifton, HQ AG, Upavon; Capt MSF De La
Motte Hervey, AIS (A), Worthy Down;
W02 PH Kaye, 1 RGJ, Bulford; Sgt SP
McBride, 1 GS Regt RLC, BFPO 47; LCpl
D Patterson, 2 LI, BFPO 806.

Sgt MA Daffey, 7 Fit AAC, BFPO 11; SSqt
J Goodman, ITC Catterick; WO1 PD
Kinlan, 251 Fd Hosp (V), Sunderland;
W02 NG Marlow, HQ BRIGNEPAL, BFPO
4: W02 JC McGowan, Schaol of Health
(G), BFPO 16; Rgr SJ Moran, 1 R Irish,
Catterick; SSgt CJ Philips, BMH Rinteln,
BFPO 31; Pte KA Watt, 34 Fd Hosp,
Strensall.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the following
conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers reserve the right to make
any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval.
The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a
Teason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the msertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is
scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement
in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in
sufficient time to allow the amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment,
Exhibitions, For Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Property for Sale,
Reunions, Services, Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted., Other
headings will be applied if deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of
the above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be
void insofar as they are in conflict with them.
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_CYCLING U-21 RUGBY VOLLEYBALL FOOTBALL ROAD RACING TABLE TENNIS SHOOTING

Speedy Robbo takes on the world

HEADING for Switzerland
on two wheels in June is Cpl
Robbo Robinson of Tidworth-
based 22 Engineer Regiment.

His selection to race for
Great Britain at the world
long-course duathlon champi-
onships in Zofingen comes as
a direct result of his perfor-
mance in the Guernsey power-
man duathlon, which consists
of a 10km run, a 60km cycle
and a further 10km run to
finish.

Comb

CsS U-21 17,
Harlequin Academy XV 24

IT WAS apparent from the
kick-off that this was going to
be a fiercely-contested rugby
match, and the first ten min-
utes at the Stoop Memorial
Ground were extremely fre-
netic, writes Nick Cooke.

Once the players had come
to terms in identifying their
own team-mates — both sides
wore similar quartered shirts —
the Servicemen were first on
the scoresheet with a well-
taken penalty after 15 minutes
from Spr Peter Griffiths.

They went further ahead
with an outstanding piece of
individual play by Spr Bruno
Green, who took the ball on
the Harlequin ten-metres line
and beat his opposite number
before going around the full-
back to score in the corner.

The Harlequins’ develop-
ment squad scored a well-
taken try and levelled the
scores with a penalty.

CS responded with a penal-
ty five minutes later, but a
powerful forward move by
Harlequins ended with their
No 8 crossing the line. On the
stroke of half time, their right
wing touched down to make it
18-11.

After the interval, front row
SAC Pete Bates, SAC Mat
Mason and AC Mat Wilks,
who had replaced Sig John
Brown, provided a firm plat-
form from which the Under
21s were able to release their
backs.

Good running by Mne
Richard Morgan (on for Mne
Gareth Williams in the centre)
led to a penalty which Grif-
fiths converted. A powerful
run through the centre by Spr
Ben Hughes led to another
penalty which Griffiths also

40

Due to a high pulse rate
from a virus, Robinson ended
up half-way down the 150-
plus field after the first run.

Once on his hi-tech cycle
(sponsored by the Defence
Evaluation Research Agency),
however, he produced a
remarkable split of 1hr 32min
for the stage, bringing him
back into contention in the top
30 riders.

On the final run, Robinson
stormed into the top 20 and

was in with a chance of ending
among the first ten, but, with
3km to go, was reduced to a
stumble, suffering from cramp
and exhaustion.

Remarkably, he crossed the
line third in his age group and
18th overall.

The Swiss event, regarded
by some as the world’s tough-
est multi-sport races, will con-
sist of a 13km hill run, a
150km cycle in the Swiss Alps
and a 30km fell run.

the penalty

converted to close the gap to a
single point.

Harlequins went up another
gear, but were denied by firm
tackling from Pte Doug Dou-
glas and AEM Simon Green-
ing. Two penalty kicks in the
final five minutes stretched
the Harlequins’ lead.

Man of the match was Mne
Nathan Evans, and CS U-21
colours were awarded to Pte
Gavin McCarthy, AC Mat
Wilks, Mid Steve Gilmore and
Pte Doug Douglas.

CS U-21 47,
Millfield Old Boys 12
Following the narrow defeat
against the Harlequin Acade-

Sappers’

RESOURCES Troop 45 Field
Support Squadron, based in
Split as part of 39 Engineer
Regiment Group currently de-
ployed on Operation Lodestar,
took on more than they bar-
gained for in a sporting chal-
lenge.

Working frequently along-
side local craftsmen, they were
asked if they wanted to take
part in a volleyball match
against a team from Split.

When the “thrown-togeth-
er” Croatian team arrived,
they turned out to be the 1995
Croatian champions . . .

In front of a crowd of 150,
most supporting the Croat-
ians, the sappers lost 15-7, 15-
6. It was not a bad effort
considering the Split-based
team have been playing togeth-

my XV, the CS U-21 team
were determined to make
amends against Millfield Old
Boys.

Skipper Spr Ben Hughes,
capitalising on Millfield’s lack
of preparation, crossed under
the posts and Simon Greening
converted. Then Mne Nathan
Evans, linking well with Gnr
Leyton Davies in the centre,
scored a delightful try.

Two further tries by Gnr
Davies and Mason stretched
the scoreline to 28-0, with
Greening maintaining a 100
per cent record with his con-
versions.

Combined Services made
several changes in the second

The indominitable Cpl Robbo Robin-
son with his DERA-sponsored cycle

ined Services pay

half and the team lost continu-
ity. Millfield capitalised with a
well-worked try.

Pte Kristian Williams, who
had won a lot of line-out ball
in the first half, was replaced
by MID Paul Laidler, who
scored under the posts follow-
ing a powerful forward move-
ment.

After Old Boys scored
again, the Servicemen raised
their game and Greening
crossed for an excellent try.
Spr Mat Chalmers stretched
the lead with his conversion.
SAC Jason Beattie rounded
off the scoring with another
try.

SAC Mat Mason won the
man of the match award and
CS U21 colours were present-
ed to MID Paul Laidler, Gnr
Levton Davies, Fus Dean
Jones and Pte K Williams.

Croatian surprise

er for more than four years.

@ Seven teams from across
Germany entered the British
Army (Germany) volleyball
finals, held at the P and RTC,
35 Engr Regt at Hameln.

Y T TR
The sappers pose with their Croat

opponents (numbered shirts)

A closely-fought  final
between 7 Signal Regiment
and The Light Dragoons was
won 3-1 by the signallers, who
booked themselves a place in
Army finals.

.

1 Cheshire 2,
ITC Catterick 1
WITH extra time looming,
the 1st Battalion, 22nd
(Cheshire) Regiment scram-
bled the ball over their oppo-
nents’ goal-line in the 89th
minute to win the Infantry
Challenge Cup for a record
fourth consecutive year and
leave the team with grins as
wide as the legendary feline
from their home county.

The Army and infantry, as
well as the Army youth team,
were well-represented in both
sides as the Cheshires faced a
very capable I'TC Cartterick
team at the Tidworth Oval.

Pte Simon Yeo thwarts an ITC defender as he heads for goal during the Infantry Challenge Cup final

Cheshire squeeze

With both sides trying to
control the game, the first
half was very much end-to-
end stuff and produced no
goals.

Early in the second half,
with the Northern Ireland-
based Cheshires having had
most of the possession, Catt-
erick took the lead against the
run of play, scoring from the
penalty spot.

Stepping up the pressure,
the 1st Battalion was reward-
ed with a 70th-minute
equaliser from the left mid-
field by Cpl Steve Parsons
before scoring the winner.

The team was well sup-

ported by members of the
regiment, some of whom had
flown from Ballykelly, where
the battalion is stationed.

Known in the past more for
their athletic prowess than
their footballing skills, the
Cheshires have made the
competition a real team
effort, with many other mem-
bers of the battalion helping
out when the footballers were
required for full-time train-
ing.

The result made it all
worthwhile, and the team are
already relishing the prospect
of making it five in a row next
year.

IN AN exciting and close-
fought match, University of
Wales OTC narrowly carried
off the Edmunds Trophy in the
final of the Land Command
Regular and Territorial Army
inter-unit small bore target
rifle shooting competition.

Only nine points separated
the top four going into the last
detail at the event, held at the
School of Electrical and
Mechanical Engineering,
Bordon.

The university held on to the
lead they had established from

the beginning, their final score
of 1530 (HPS 1,600) being
only 11 points short of the
record for the match.

Runners-up were 3 PWO
(V), six points behind, improv-
ing on last year’s winning score
by seven points.

The next three places
changed hands on the final
detail, with only six points sep-
arating the teams, Southamp-
ton University OTC finally
clinching third place, one point
behind 3 PWO.

Individual high score (388)

was achieved by WOCdt Wyke
(University of Wales OTC),
three points more than the
1996 high score.

It was encouraging to see the
improvement in the standard
of shooting (five teams averag-
ing over 90), as well as the
increase in entries (64 to 77)
and seven of the eight entitled
divisions or districts being rep-
resented.

Special mention should go
to the Lowlands (V), compet-
ing for the first time and at very
short notice, who shot well

Women
racers
give mile
a miss

THREE of the 11 units sched-
uled to take part in the Army
road one-mile and 12-mile
relay championships hosted by
ATR Bassingbourn did not
turn out, making the competi-
tion a limited affair, with no
women milers or relay teams
competing.

Winners of the 12-mile relay
were HQ 4 Division (WO2
Pulleng, WO2 Davidson, Maj
Bateson, Sgt McClean) in an
overall time of 55min 3lsec,
with 216 Para Sig A (SSgt
Buckley, SSgt Needham, W02
Rollins, Sgt Oliver) second
(56min 11sec).

Fastest individual relay time
was 13min 23sec by Sgt Palmer
(ATR Bassingbourn).

Cpl Martin (also Bassing-
bourn) won the Army individ-
ual one-mile road race
championship in a time of
4min 57.69sec, followed by
veteran SSgt Baker (ACIO
Peterborough) in 5min
05.89sec.

Table tennis

THE ARMY women’s table
tennis team were runners-up
to the Royal Navy in a storm-
ing final in the Inter-Services
championships at Worthy

Down. Third place went to the
Roval Air Foree.

Student marksmen shoot to the top

(1,300) in the circumstances.

® A disappointing total of
four teams took part in the
final of the inter-command-
division small-bore target rifle
competition, held the previous
day at the same venue. But
shooting was of a high stan-
dard nevertheless, 4 Division
winning with a score of 3,028
and team member Lt Tracey
(RAMC, DMSTC) notching
up highest individual score of
the day (392 ex 400) and the
only HPS of 100.

a1



_NETBALL FOOTBALL HOCKEY

SO

So nea

TRAINING for the Army
squad leading up to the 1996-
97 Inter-Services netball tour-
nament — hosted by the Royal
Navy at HMS Sultan - had
gone well, and with an enthusi-
astic team, Army coach
Monica Vaughan was confi-
dent the squad had enough
talent to win for the first time
in nine years, writes Jenny
King.

First match, Army against
RAF was fast and close: 12-12
at the first quarter, 22-22 at
half-time, with Army shooters
Cpl Claire Jeynes and LCpl
Debbie Kimpton matching the
RAF pair goal for goal.

By the third quarter the
Army had a one-goal advan-
tage at 34-33, but the RAF
went on to win 49-42,

The second day started with
the Army taking on the Navy.
Again it was a close game, but
the earlier match had taken its
toll on some of the Army play-
ers and the Navy won 56-48.

Final game (RAF v Navy)
saw the RAF coming out tri-
umphant at 63-54, notching
up yet another Inter-Services
title.

Ma; Gen

Simon Luytle,

r, so far

The Army netball players who competed at HMS Sultan

Director of the Army Sport
Control Board, presented the
Army team with their colours
and year bars. Capt Karen
Johnson (AGC) won the award
for most improved player of the
season and LCpl Chris Ward
(AGC) was presented with the
player of the tournament
trophy.

Eight players from the Army
squad were also selected for

the Combined Services squad
to take part in the inter-coun-
ties tournament in Middles-
borough.

@ Squad selection for next
season takes place on Septem-
ber 13-14 at Maida Gymnasi-
um, Aldershot. Players wishing
to be considered should con-
tact Capt Jenny King, ANA
Secretary on 01780 782182.

CS victory is hot stuff

Com Svces 2, Brit Fire Svce 1
A STRONG British Fire Ser-
vice team was beaten by the
odd goal in three as the Com-
bined Services football squad
wound up their UK season at
RAF Uxbridge.

This was a superb perfor-
mance by Services, and augurs
well for their forthcoming tour
to Australia, writes Derrick
Bly.

Retiring coach Sgn Ldr
Nigel Quincey must have been
delighted with his team’s com-
mitment and fast attacking
football for the full 90 minutes.

Early on, Cpl ‘Alfie’ Alford
(Army) set up SAC Chris
McGuire (RAF), whose shot
was saved. LPT Paul Willetts
(RN) then let rip from fully 40
yards, just scraping the bar.

Services went ahead on eight
minutes when a long throw-in
from Willetts reached Cpl
Gary Wotton (RAF) in attack
and the big defender headed
past the Fire Service ’keeper.
After Cpl Wayne McHugh had
cleared a Services attack,
42

another dangerous long throw
from Willetts reached Tagg,
who put his effort just over.

Tagg then spent the rest of
the game in goal for Services,
Cpl Macek (RAF) replacing
him in midfield. Services went
two-up in the 35th minute
when McGuire and McHugh
took over a move, started by
POAEA Nigel Thwaites (RN),
which ended with Alford beat-
ing the *keeper.

As the half-time whistle
approached, Tagg made an
excellent one-handed save low
to his left from a well-struck
half volley from former Army
and Combined Services player
Simon Bambrook.

In the second period, with
the Fire Service going on the
offensive, both sides continued
to play some fast, neat soccer.

As the visitors launched
attack after attack, Cpl Lee
Innes (Army) replaced Alford
and within minutes McHugh
had cleared off the line, with
the CS defence under pressure.

Midway through the half,
Bambrook reduced the arrears
when the back four were a little
static facing a left wing cross
and the ex-Royal Signals player
made no mistake.

Unforrtunately, three minutes
later, he was in the spotlight
again —receiving a red card for a
second bookable offence.

UP AND COMING

Canoe

THE annual Army sprint and
marathon canoe racing cham-
pionships will be held over the
weekend of July 19-20 on the
River Wye at Monmouth,
South Wales.

Units do not need specialist
canoes or prior experience to
take part in the novice classes,
which use the plastic general
purpose canoes on issue to
most units. Sprint events take
place over 500 and 1,000
metres, the marathon follow-
ing the next day with varying
distances of 8km to 20km.

Details from Maj D F Capps
RLC, Ops 2, HQ Land, Wilton,
Salisbury, Wilts SP2 OAG, tel
Salisbury Mil 3415 or 01722
433415; or SSgt J Ross RE,
tel Hawley Mil 3373 or 01252
863373.

Cycling

THIS year's Army cycling festi-
val, hosted by 158 Provost
Company RMP, will be held in
the Bulford area from July 9-
15,

Entries, accompanied by
cheque payable to the Army
Cycling Union, should be sent
to organiser WO2 Chris Biggs
at 158 Provost Company RMP,
Gordon Barracks, Bulford
Camp, Salisbury, Wilts SP4
9JZ, by May 23.

The Inter-Services 25-mile
and 100-mile championships
are both being promoted as
open events for the 1997
season. Initiative for the
former, at Northallerton on
June 21, is being taken by
RAF Leeming, North Yorks.
Contact is CTech Andy Wond
on 781 851 7582. He or Keith
Murray (757 4271) will also
advise on the 100-mile cham-
pionship, which is amalgamat-
ed with the Shropshire 100
event.

Pentathlon

SANDHURST will be the
venue for the Army modern
pentathlon championships on
June 14-15. Further informa-
tion and entry details from
AMPA secretary Capt Pete
Smith (Arborfield Mil 2277) or
chief coach SSgt Bernie Moss
(Arborfield Mil 2214).

With Friendship like this . ..

Royal Navy 2, Army 1
A GRIPPING final game
ended in an unexpected Army
defeat by the Royal Navy in the
Inter-Services hockey champi-
onships at Portsmouth.
James Boyce equalised for

the Army after the Navy had
taken an eighth-minute lead,
but five minutes into the
second half Paul Friendship
scored the winner.

Having beaten both teams,
the RAF regained the Indian

Army Trophy which they last
won 12 years ago.

The Army women’s team
made amends for their male
counterparts’ defeat, beating
the Royal Navy 5-2 to take the
women'’s title.



#~aA1reshelta

LIMITED

INFLATABLE BUILDINGS
FOR THE MILITARY

Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes

- WE WILL TAILOR MAKE UNITS TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS

Urgent request from the Royal Unit can be made in a multitude of Unit can be erected in any weather Royal Air Force i aft Recovery
l?lmtqcal and Mechanical Engineers sizes and colours it can also be on any terrain in minutes. and Transportation Flight RAF ST.
for quick sthop. constru, i : e Duck, at the

WHEN YOU NEED INSTANT COVER, ERECTED IN SECONDS WHICQ IS LIGHT
YET STRONG, FLEXIBLE YET ROBUST AND DOESN'T INCREASE IN WEIGHT &
WHEN WET, YOU'LL FIND AIRESHELTA THE IDEAL SOLUTION.

KNITE LINK LIGHT SYSTEM K

Aireshelta’s revolutionary new lighting system 110V, 220V or 240V, 36 watt compact fluorescent
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption.
Each lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light output is better than a 500 watt Tungsten equivalent,
with up to 50% more usable light and up to 20% larger footprint than any other similar system. It is
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5000 hours of life.

TELEPHONE: 44 01484 646559 FACSIMILE: 44 01484 644450
Email Richard@airshel.demon.co.uk
AIRESHELTA, JUBILEE WORKS, 10 DALE STREET, LONGWOOD, HUDDERSFIELD, HD3 4TG




All aboard for the last flight: final checks before the emotional send-
off of the famous Chipmunk aircraft in which generations of Army
Air Corps pilots did their basic flying training. See story in Page 18.

Picture: Chris Fletcher





