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Buying or Selling...

Trading in your own vehicle with Natocars when you take
delivery of your brand new model is a super-convenient,
simple way to organise your tax free car purchase.

And Natocars always offer the best possible deal overall.
Sadly, many servicemen have returned to the UK. with a
tax free car that’s bought and paid for and which should
have brought a very attractive price when it came to selling.
Too late they found that the car they had confidently
bought abroad was not up to UK. specification in terms of
trim and equipment levels and may not even be UK. type
approved. It's a financial blow, but it can be avoided.

All Natocars vehicles are specified for the UK. market.
They're not just tax free, but specially discounted and
proudly competitive with any Continental price.

As for your trade-in, we believe that when the final
sums are done and the pie-in-the-sky
promises of less experienced
dealers have been laid to rest,
Natocars offer a great deal. In fact,
Natocars offer a great deal more.
Find out how much more we
offer — send for the Natocars
comprehensive guide to tax free
purchase and
details of our
trade-in deals.

N\ OF BRIDGWATER |

Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4DG Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 455555
Telex: 46285 To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-455555
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The Ford Escort XR3i is ve
much the hatch the rest
have to catch. It's

speedy and stylish 5]

yet remarkably F =
economical to run. ESCORT
For a car with a top
speed of 116mph it's
hard to believe that it will average
over 30mpg. Like all Fords it's superb value, tax free and

spares are readily available but not overpriced. It's in great
demand in the U.K., and sells well ‘second-hand'.

For fast friendly service ring
(0278) 455555 ]
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Please send the Natocars guide to car buying ||
Rank Name I
Address - _ I
Tel. Home Work I
I am interested in (tick the boxes) Model names I
Ford ) [ I
- S |

Austin Rover |

Audi/Volkswagen - I
Peugeot/Talbot [T o I
Vauxhall/Opel | - Iy
Land/Range Rover | I
TaxFree G or Tax Paid |j Used Cars |:] UK Car Hire l: I
Iwould like to consider Natocars' unique trade-in facility I:I I

| would like to consider a Natocars personal loan DM D ors []

Natocars Limited, Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4DG.
To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278455555.
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PRACTICAL REFERENCE FOR
TODAY’S SOLDIER

by Licutenant Colonel C SLOAN, Royal Engincers, British Army
Foreword by the British Chicf of the General Staff, General Sir
Nigel Bagnall, GCB, CVO, MC

A wide-ranging review of land mine warfare that covers both
mincs and counter-measures, past, present and future. Tactics,
techniques and equipment are combined for the very first time to
illustrate the astonishing advances in mine warfare, and the
potential for this vital component of combined arms combat.
Well illustrated with maps and photographs.
208pp 250x 172 mm
008 031196 2 Hardcover

RED GOD OF WAR
Soviet Artillery and Rocket Forces

by Chris Bellamy

March 1986
£15.00

For centurices artillery has been the
elite branch of the Russian and Sovicet
armics, and a new study of this deadly
arm could not be more timely. Using
largely Soviet sources, the author, who i
uniquely qualified, examines his subject
from all angles — equipment, training,
morale and doctrine. This is the first
book on the subject in any Western
language and is notable for its analysis of
WW2 operations, cmphasis on artillery
personalitics and striking photos, maps
and diagrams.

248 pp approx
008 031200 4 Hardcover

WAR IN THE THIRD DIMENSION
Essays in Contempory Air Power
Edited by Air Vice-Marshal R A Mason, CBE MA RAF

This volume of essays by international military figures
cxamines significant aspects in the evolution of contempory air
power. It provides expert opinion and a current reference point for
personnel from all services about modern air warfare.
224pp approx 229mm x 152mm

008 031187 3 Hardcover
008031188 1 Flexicover

May 1986
£16.50 approx

August 1986
£18.95 approx
£9.95 approx

Available in BOOKSHOPS or by post from:
Brassey’s Defence Publishers,
Headington Hill Hall,

Oxford OX3 0BW
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Kit the Professionals use

G.D. Specialist Supplies have supplied equipment to the Professional
Soldier throughout the world, in conditions as diverse and inhospitable as
the Falklands Islands and the Sahara Desert. Their equipment has been
designed or selected by soldiers for soldiers and has been throughly field
tested. The company has established its reputation on supplying the finest
quality kit at reasonable prices.

The range includes: survival knives, survival kits, first aid kits, navigation
aids, binoculars, bivi bags, rucksacks, holdalls, clothing, camera care
systems, and many other miscellaneous items.

For full details, a colour catalogue is available, priced £1 from: G.D.
Specialist Supplies, Beresford House, Beresford Road, Gillingham,
Kent ME7 4EU.
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PERRYS BFG
NEW MODEL

ESCORTEENORION
IN STOCK NOW

MARCH DELIVERIES
CHECK THE PRICE AT PERRYS
We'’re cheaper than any local supplier

L0 PERRYS

Perrys BFG Export Division
51/55 High Street Edgware London

' lam interested in purchasing a new
Name:
Init:




RO.
From LOL to MG Turbo, our
award winner is unbeatable
around the city or on the

There’s only one range of British cars
ready to take on foreign competition.

Austin Rover.

The highest flying models in Europe. Available at the lowest possible
cost.

So take leave to inspect the superior Rover 200 series. Parade in the
luxurious Montego, or go ‘bootless’ in our matchless hatchbacks, the
award winning Metro and Maestro.

And, of course, we've the force’s favourite personnel carrier, the
marvellous Mini.

All available at Rankins. The only force to be reckoned with.

Why wait until you're in Germany?

For more than 20 years we've led the field, supplying top ranking
Austin Rovers to British Forces based in Germany — at no nonsense
prices.

From our home base, we bring tax-free benefits to Britain. Giving you
the chance to enjoy your tax-free car for up to 12 months before posting,
buy in the knowledge that when you arrive in Germany our British service
team will look after you, benefit from Supershield, Austin Rover’s
armour-like - anti-corrosion warranty, and the peace of mind of Rankins
unique European Get-U-Home Plan.

See for yourself how Rankins make buying at home or overseas so
easy.

We're ready and waiting for your tax-free orders!

No flak or hassle.

Our tax-free specialists take care of all the paperwork, fill in all the
forms, and know all the angles. The only decision you need make is:
“Which new car shall I buy?”

MAESTRO.
With extra carrying capacily and
choice of economical 1.3 or
exhilarating MG EFi and
Vanden Plas. you won't
find a more practical

MONTEGO.

Luxurious appointment and

super smooth comfort, high-
lighted ina range of outstand-
ing saloons and estates.
Varying in engine size
from 1.3 to MG EFi,
but constant

\N quality

Need to talk terms? o »
. . . ety 7 i VER 200.
Rankins can arrange really low-interest, low-deposit finance at y B sl
. . P 1 i sign. technology an
exceptionally keen rates exclusive to HM Forces and attached civilians on high performance.

posting to Germany. And, it’s finance that means no complications should
you return to the UK unexpectedly.
We outrank them all.

Don't be misled by others who claim to offer an equal package. Our
25 years’ expertise is our bond that when it comes to what you pay and
the service you get, nobody outranks Rankins. The finest tax-free package
in Europe. k
You make the orders.

Can you really afford to buy elsewhere? |

Just complete the coupon or pick up the phone : |
and we'll rush you full facts — by return. E S Fiaod i gy

|

|
|
AUSTIN ROVER MILITARY SALES | - B =
|

FS”  buRankins)  —

EVEN BETTER THAN TAX-FREE [PRRAE = = = sl

Send to Rankins Ltd., FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR (no stamp
required). Tel: (0367) 21225.

Or in Germany, send to: Rankins, Druckerstrasse 17, 4050 Monchengladbach.
Tel: 02166-129122.

Please rush me details on the following models




rom the expressions on

their faces, these sold-

iers of The Royal Regi-

ment of Wales are not
exactly relishing eating the
traditional leek on St David’s
Day. Perhaps they were
happier with the goblet of beer
that followed, with which to
toast St David.

The leek and beer ceremony
is a tradition of the regiment,
currently based in Lemgo, and
must be endured by each man
— even those English, Scots
and Irish attached to the regi-
ment — at least once in their
career.

According to the regiment, the
event is given a competitive flavour
with each leek eater attempting to
be the first to finish, while the
drums increased the tempo and
the competitors are cheered on by
their colleagues. The leeks are

OH LOVELY LEEKS!

invariably huge and have the effect
of putting the participants off leeks
for life.

GREEN JACKETS
BACK FROM ULSTER

BAOR’s longest serving mech-
anised battalion — the Second
Battalion The Royal Green
Jackets — are much back in
business in Germany after
completing their seventh tour
of duty in Northern Ireland.

The unit received a warm
welcome on its return to Clifton
Barracks Minden from a four-
month roulement tour based in
Springfield Road Barracks, Belfast.
It was their second security stint
in the city in six years.

Every man in the 670-strong
battalion is back safe and well. One
gunshot victim, Rifleman Chris-
topher Peterson, who was on the
receiving end of a shotgun blast in
January, is now back on duty. His
verdict: “Quiet tour, no problem!”

“That’s just the way we wanted
it,” added Lieutenant Colonel Vere
Hayes, the Commanding Officer.

Bugle Major Dennis Robinson
receives a word of appreciation for
the band’s musical welcome from
Lt Col Vere Hayes (centre) and the
RSM, WO1 Don Duncan

CLUB AND

COMPANY

SWEATERS+

Sweatshirts, sports shirts, tracksuits -
embroidered with your own motif or
club crest. Also printed sweatshirts.

Write or phone for free colour leaflet

and fabric cuttings to:
Andy Hamnett

Symbol Sweaters, Burnawn
Factory, Galston, Ayrshire,

KA4 8HF. Tel: 0563 820213.
Please mention Soldier when replying.

SYMBOL SWEATERS

Some consolation for the sold-
iers, perhaps, is the fact that
members of the Officers’ Mess also

have to eat a leek at their celeb-
ratory dinner — and sing a song
too.

PENGUIN Beer, the amber
nectar calculated to titillate the
palates of thousands of Service-
men in the Falklands, is no

more,

The enterprising brewery,
Everards, which came up with
the idea has gone out of busi-
ness.

The brewery opened the first
real ale brewery in the Falk-
lands with enough capacity to
serve not only the Services,
civilians and contractors there
but also the local community’s
three pubs.

ARMY
DISPLAY OFF

The Ministry of Defence has
decided that this year’s Alder-
shot Army Display, which was
due to take place in June, will
be cancelled.

The biennial event has
attracted crowds of up to
300,000 and is a favourite with
soldiers and spectators alike.

The display, in the 35-acre
Rushmoor Arena, was held an-
nually from 1963 until 1978 and
then every other year.

It is both expensive and time
CONSUMINg to stage, pressures on
manpower as a result of worldwide
operational commitments, and
training for those commitments,
are imposing an increasing ‘over-
stretch’ on all units, and against
this background, and the costs of
puttings on the display, the
decision was taken to cancel.

It is too early to say if it will be
possible for the display to be re-
introduced in future years, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Defence.

The managing director of
Everards Brewery, Leicester,
visited the windswept islands in
October 1982, ‘just four months
after the surrender, and a month
later, a brewing plant was on its
way south from the UK.

The plant had a capacity of 50
barrels weekly, each barrel com-
prising 288 pints. Production, it
was said, would be increased to
meet the projected demands of the
garrison and local population.

Failure has been put down to
lack of support by the punters of
the pint.

THREE 4th Armoured Divi-
sion soldiers who had between
then notched up almost 50
years of service have been
rewarded with Long Service
and Good Conduct medals.
RAOC soldiers Staff Sergeant
Graham Ford, Company Quarter-
master Sergeant of 43 Ordnance
Company at Hanover and Sgt
Steve Slater, Public Information
photographer of HQ 4 Armd Div
received their honours from Divi-
sional Commander Major General
Michael Hobbs, and Royal Eng-
ineer Corporal Frank Moore was
presented with his at a separate
ceremony by Commander Eng-
ineers Colonel Richard Luxton.
Sgt Slater is BAOR freefall
parachuting champion.



A Fisttul
of ATOs

SOME 60 Ammunition Techni-
cal Officers (ATOs) were
brought into action when
BAOR staged a five-day exer-
cise, codenamed Hard Fist,
considered to be one of the
most important manoeuvres
held on West German soil for
almost 20 years.

The RAOC ATOs, ranging in
rank from sergeant to captain,
are thought to be the biggest
number to have assembled within
a prescribed area, and were called
on to provide vital on-site support
to units by undertaking a whole
range of supervisory and safety
tasks.

Hard Fist, run by lst British
Corps, was a three-phase exercise
designed to test the tightly
controlled procedures involved in
the drawing of stocks from stores
depots, and the subsequent practise
of road movement drills on a
network of roads.

Taking part were some 35,000
soldiers of BAOR, massively
supported by 11,000 tracked and
wheeled vehicles.

The exercise procedures were
last tested on a comparable scale

2

in 1968.

The initial elements concen-
trated on a vast spectrum of alert
drills and emergency -call-out
procedures with the follow-up
stage focussing on outloading
storage depots, and stocking up
vehicles with items of replenish-
ment such as first line supplies of
fuel and ammunition.

Hard Fist’s final phase concen-
trated on practising movement
along carefully selected routes with
particular emphasis placed on the
precise time taken by convoys to
complete specific distances.

HUSSARS LINK ENDS

WHEN Captain Edward Wid-
gery (right) took over from
Major Stamford Cartwrightas
Officer Commanding 67 Signal
Squadron, a Midland Terri-
torial Army unit, it marked the
end of a link between the
squadron and the former
Queen’s Own Worcestershire
Hussars, one of Britain’s fore-
most TA armoured units.
Major Cartwright is the last of
the squadron’s officers to' have

served in the armoured cars of the
Queen’s Own Worcestershire
Hussars which amalgamated with
the Warwickshire Yeomanry to be
a Royal Signals unit.

The two officers are pictured
on Maj Cartwright’s final exercise
as Squadron Leader at Lord
Aylesford’s estate, near Coleshill.
67 (QOWWY) Signal Squadron
traces its origins to the raising of
the Warwickshire Yeomanry by
an earlier Lord Aylesford, in 1794.

Hard Fist.

‘,, el

Chieftain tanks crossing an M2 bridge near Hameln during Exercise

ONGE, TWICE, SMASH!

IT was a case of third time
lucky when Chay Blyth attemp-
ted to commission the Infantry
Sailing Association’s new yacht
Bold Warrior at the Joint
Services Sailing Centre at
Gosport.

Twice the bottle of cham-
pagne refused to smash on the
special metal edge which had
been fitted to the yacht to
ensure that it did. For the third
attempt, the yachtsman tried
the bottle against the bow
instead, and this time he was
successful.

The yacht, a Sadler 34 made at
Poole and costing about £40,000,
has been financed by the sale of
the Infantry’s previous yacht
Infantryman plus a grant from
Army funds specifically set aside
for adventurous training activities.

The Infantry Sailing Association
are the first Service yacht club to
buy a Sadler 34, which has now
been approved by the Army Sailing
Association to be the next genera-
tion of Army yacht.

Bold Warrior will be used for
adventurous training and charter
work.



Debbie (Iell!lllls the aviators

‘Game For a Laugh’ girl
Debbie Rix put a smile on 655
Squadron’s face when she
visited the Army Air Corps in
Northern Ireland.

The lads in Ballykelly were
delighted to see the former
BBC Breakfast Time presenter
who now works for London
Weekend Television, and is the
squadron’s pin-up girl.

The flying visit was arranged
by Gordon Page, Rolls-Royce’s
Helicopter Engines Director, who
was on a follow-up visit to
Ballykelly after presenting the
Rolls-Royce Engineering Effici-
ency Trophy to 655 squadron last
year.

The squadron has been based at
Ballykelly near Londonderry since
1982 and operates Gem-powered
Lynx and Astazou-powered
Gazelle helicopters.

Lynx aircraft are used for
casualty transportation and moni-
toring large crowds. Some Lynx
are fitted with the hele-tele system
which allows the Army to video

The Duchess of Kent has paid
a visit to HQ British Forces
Hong Kong, taking luncheon
in the Joint Services Senior
Rates Mess where she was
introduced to members of the
ACC and WRAC.

The Duchess is Colonel-in-
Chief of the Army Catering Corps
and Controller Commandant of the
Women’s Royal Army Corps.

Photograph shows the Duchess
being introduced to Warrant
Officer Class 2 Marie Dennis. Also
in the picture (left to right): Captain
Chantal Bailey, Captain Helen
Merrington-Rust and Captain
Rachael O’Meara.

Debbie, squadron pin

events from the sky. Gazelles in
the province are mainly for
observation, reconnaissance and
command and control tasks.
Debbie talked to-the men in the
hangars working on the helicopters,

and also met the squadron’s
three-legged black and white cat!

Then she was whisked away in a
Gazelle helicopter to visit another
655 squadron detachment at
Omagh.

BIRTHDAY SI.IIII’RISE FOII MARK

Surprise Surprise it’s Cilla —
and Blackpool lad Sapper
Mark Searle really got the
surprise of his life when the
Liverpool singer turned up at
32 Postal Courier Squadron
RE where he works to wish him
a happy birthday.

It was a special birthday for the
Army postie who is currently based
at Rheindahlen in Germany — he
was 21 years old! So Cilla and her
TV crew from London Weekend
Television visited to make a special
film for her popular family show
‘Surprise Surprise’.

Mark, who joined the Army four
years ago, has been in Germany
for two and a half years — he spent
time at Dusseldorf and Duisburg
before his tour with 32 Postal
Courier Squadron RE at Rhein-
dahlen.

More troops
for N Ireland

TROOP levels in Northern Ireland
have now increased to more than
10,000 since the start of the year
including two battalions inserted
to help in border duties and
guarding isolated RUC stations.

Sadly, the first regular Army
casualty was a 20-year-old rifleman
with The 1st Bartalion, The Royal
Green Jackets — Rfn David
Mulley — who was killed during
one of his initial patrols after just
four days in the province.

A terrorist booby-trapped device
killed him at Castlewellan, Co
Down. It had been lurking in a
derelict public house and was
detonated by remote control.
Another soldier was treated for
shock.

More than 380 Army personnel
have been killed since the start of
the troubles in 1969.

The Ministry of Defence has
dismissed press reports that a
further battalion was due to fly
out to Northern Ireland as ““having
no substance.”

Brothers
in arms

The Betteridge brothers are all
four in inform — four different
uniforms!

The eldest, Leiutenant Jeremy
T, with the Royal Navy;

The second eldest, Caprain
Mark J, in the Royal Regiment of
Wales;

The next in age, Flying Officer

Philip A, is with the Royal Air

Force;

And the youngest, Simon J, is
also in uniform, but not with the
Armed Forces. He is a police
constable with the Metropolitan
Police.

And two of them are married to
sisters.

Their careers obviously take
them to all parts of the world and
these days they seldom get
together, but this year they did
meet for a reunion, at Lemgo on
St David’s Day.



Major John Henwood, operating
the CATPAC computer. He is
CATPAC project team manager,

A camp kettle full of steaming stew,
carefully prepared by Private Chris-

based at Catterick

SING the new CATPAC (Catering Planning Accoun-
ting and Control) microputer, results of a cookery
competition held by No.2 Catering Region, (Wales

and Western District), were instantly available.
CATPAC is designed to give the Catering Manager up-to-date
information on recipes, costing, stock control, feeding locations,
suppliers and all information required for operations under his

control.

The first CATPAC is scheduled to enter service in March
1987, with No. 2 Catering Region receiving their official issue by

February the following year.

The cookery competition, held
at Nesscliff Training Camp near
Shrewsbury, was a test of the cooks’
full military skills.

A navigational match had them
warmed up for an assault course
followed by a falling plate compe-
tition on the 30m range, then an
NBC Test and first aid practical
tests.

The next day tested their
culinary prowess, with a buffet
class to see their presentational

skills and a field cooking compe-
tition to demonstrate just what they
could prepare in a given time in
the field.

Top marks in the field phase
went to the NCOs’ Tactical Wing,
School of Infantry, Brecon, with
the Prince of Wales’s Division
Depot, Lichfield, and the 22 SAS
team from Hereford gaining equal
points for second place.

The cold buffet competition was
won by the Army Apprentices

RAOC, Donnington second dnd
The Junior Leaders’ Regiment,
Royal Artillery, one point behind,
in third place.

Contrasting the old and the new,
a Second World War type of field
oven was built at Nesscliff; fired
by coal, coke, wood or peat it could
bake, cook, fry or simmer, and was
used extensively by the Army all
over the world.

Modern equipment was demon-
strated by a well-known cookery
equipment manufacturer who had
Judges of the cold buffet class,
retired Major Ray Jenner (right)

and Captain Stan Graham, took a
close look at all the entries

College, Chepstow, with 15 Bn

topher Davies and Corporal Garry
Brain, won them top prize in the
field cookery competition

Team winners in the cold buffet
class from the Army Apprentices
College, Chepstow, with their
winning entry. Left to right: Cpl
Roderick lles, who also won the
Individual Gold Medal, Pte Nigel
Rowlands and Pte lan Brown

their latest range of gas and electric
equipment on display, including a
new steam pressure oven which
drastically reduces cooking time.
But for the field cookery compe-
tition the well-proven, soldier-
proof ‘Cookers portable No. 1,
known throughout the Army as
the No. I Burner, with the camp
kettle, frying pan and insulated
containers, were the standard
equipment.



USICALLY speak-
ing, the Army has hit
some low notes
during the last couple
of years (the reduction of bands
policy) and just one high note in
the past few months (the three-year
reprieve of Kneller Hall).

Notwithstanding, the Service’s
dwindling number of musicians
— 78 bands with 2,500 musicians
two years ago — will continue to
step out smartly in syncopated style
to delight thousands of people of
all ages whenever they are called
upon to do so.

Marching bands are, in fact, to
improve their image under current
proposals. In particular, the image
of the marching bands’ figurehead

By Graham Smith

musical vanguard . . . the venerable
Drum Major.

For years these maestros of the
minim, the precision keepers of
crochets and quavers — the rank
of Drum Major in the infantry dates
from 1810 — have kept that British
stiff upper lip and ramrod back as
the instrumentalist music-makers
in their wake have marched and
counter-marched in stirring style.
Ever melodious ambassadors with
that patriotic pulsating panache in
some foreign land.

The pride of many a Director of
Music. Immaculate in turn-out as
they wielded their ornate five-
feet-two-inch Malacca cane Drum
Majors’ staffs or maces.

Now the Army’s mandarins of
music are calling for a change of
tune and literally a change of pace
— they were meeting on April 1 to
make a decision — thus keeping in

10

The British Army way ... macho

step with some of our Nato allies,
such as the eye-catching Italians,
involved in public musical spec-
tacle.

Afterall, it was a long association
with continental troops many years
ago that influenced our own Corps
of Drums, the habit of parading
the Corps of Drums — of Line
Regiments — in front of the band
being copied from the French.

The shift is, however, minor not
major in musical terms and drill
movements, they say. It will affect
only Drum Majors.

The proposal, which could be
implemented at the sweep of a
baton, is one whereby the Drum
Major marches. . . with left hand
on hip. Four fingers straight and
forward and the thumb to the rear
of the joint “forming a horizontal
line to the fingers.”

Early inquiries, however, show
the suggestion is already viewed
with deep reservations by the kilted
Scottish Division, the bearskin-
topped Guards Division and
others. The fast-paced Light
Divison are definitely not happy
about the added flair to perform-
ance.

Certain  leeway will still be
allowed the flamboyant Drum
Major six paces ahead of his
moving, musical body of men. Staff
throwing and twirling will still be
allowed. . . if he can manage it. But
still not the Guards Division.

Tours. .. Beating Retreat. ..
Troops...village fetes on the
green . .. and ambitious tattoos like
those of Cardiff, Edinburgh,
Berlin, Hong Kong, and the Royal
Tournament would seem to have
a new image to present to the
band-loving public.

WO2 Peregrine Sweetleigh,
said: “I've tried out the new drill

HAND ON HIP
MARGHING
HITS SOUR NOTE

during band nights but find it
difficult avoiding the natural swing
of the upper and lower arm to and
fro, pivoted that way by having
the hand anchored on the hip. I
don’t know how left-handed guys
are going to cope. I don’t honestly
see it working for British Army
bands with our traditionally
macho, fighting-man image. We
are, after all, soldiers first and
musicians second. Perhaps female
drum majors could get away with
it. It would suit them.”

Fellow musician WO 2 Darby
Green said: “The hazard, as I see
it, is the danger of mincing instead
of maintaining the marching
impetus. My wife and kids have
already given me quite a bit of
stick about it. Even my married
quarter neighbours have given me
some funny looks when I’ve been
practising along the length of my
garden to music from my favourite
band records on the CD player in
the lounge.

“It also feels weird making a
counter-march turn. I don’t think
the idea will catch on either and
there should be a big re-think.”

Bandsman Neil Tremblah, a side
drummer, who would be following

almost in the direct footsteps of
the new-look Drum Major said:
‘I've done several band tours
overseas and from the spectator
viewpoint the hand-on-hip
approach does, I suppose, fit in
with certain foreign bands. Per-
sonally, though, I think I would
find it difficult to keep a straight
face when viewing the action from
the rear. But, then again, if it does
go ahead I suppose we would all
get used to it.”

But as a certain drum manual
spells out: “The Drum Major in
his position at the forefront of the
Corps of Drums and Band is the
figure who stands out in the public
eye. His style, flourish and
panache enhance the performance
of the band and along with the
colourful uniforms and music, add
much to the eye-catching splen-
dour that appeals to the general
public and improves the spectacle
and pageantry of a military parade.”

So, perhaps a small gesture such
as the nonchalant but disciplined
hand planted on the hip could give
the Drum Major’s image yet
another dimension. This one, in
keeping with our Nato allies.

The new look...eye catching
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NOTTINGHAM
APPROVED
UK DEALER

Peugeot World Rally Champions 1985

UK!

NAAFI Finance — one month's payment as deposit.

UK Bank Finance — low repayments whilst you are in U.K. or low interest D.M.

loans in BFG.

Lombard Finance — quick decisions.

Rangers offer you UK specification cars at continental prices with rear seat belts
and passenger side door mirror — also no extra charge for VHF radio/cassette —
just so that you can listen to BFBS. (Peugeot Talbot only).

By purchasing direct from Rangers in the UK your new Peugeot Talbot comes to
you with full UK National Type Approval — which means no re-import or resale
problems in the UK — you have the benefit of UK Consumer Laws as regards
finance, deposits, cancellation rights and warranties — genuine part exchange,
price protection and a comprehensive range of accessories to choose from.

For more details about Rangers Talbot Military Sales Fantastic

Prices and Deals available:
Post this coupon now (enclose in envelope) (No Stamp Required)

GERS

FREEPOST, DURRINGTON, SALISBURY SP4 8BR
Tel: Durrington Walls (0980) 53434 or 52246

|
|
RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES LTD :
|
|

WE, THE
LIMBLESS,
LOOK

TO YOU
FOR HELP

We come from both world
wars. We come from
Korea, Kenya. Malaya,
Aden, Cyprus, Ulster and
from the Falklands.

Now, disabled, we must look to you for help. Please help by
helping our Association.

BLESMA looks after the limbless from all the Services. It
helps to overcome the shock of losing arms, or legs or an eye.
And, for the severely handicapped, it provides Residential
Homes where they can live in peace and dignity.

Help the disabled by helping BLESMA. We promise you that
not one penny of your donation will be wasted.

Denations and information: The Chairman, BLESMA
Midland Bank Ltd., 60 West Smithfield, London EC1A 9DX

Give to those who gave — please

BLESMA

BRITISH LIMBLESS
EX-SERVICE MEN’S ASSOCIATION
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50 years in the service of
Disabied Ex-Service Men

SILVERMAN'’S

Britain’s Leading Suppliers of Kit to the Professionals

These brand new nylon FLYING
JACKETS are authentic USA MA1
with orange lining, knitted cuffs
and waistband, colours, sage
green or black, state chest and
height.

£42.50 £1.70 p&p.

® New DPM jackets
@® New DPM trousers
@® New DPM hoods

® New DPM w/proofs
® New DPM nets

® New DPM face veils

These brand new combat sweaters, or better
known as ‘Wolly Pully’, are 100% pure wool and

New cammo wool sweaters
USA wool scull caps............
Para T-shirts, SAS T-shirts..
USA flashlights

are genuine Forces issue with
epaulettes.
36in.......£10.50 42in
38in.......£11.95 44in
40in........ £12.50 46in
Colours: RAF blue, navy, olive/
khaki.

We also have used sweaters with
epaulettes at £5.99, or without at
£4.99, Khaki only — p&p £1.750.

‘Phone ruth ‘B’
for further info

Personal callers —

— Genuine

Phone 01

These brand new genuine issue
poly/cotton
trousers come in all sizes, 28in-

! 40in, just stage waist and height available in sizes 7-12.
AL and send £14.50 + £1.70 p&p. Just state your size and send only
Wealso have grade 1 used at £5.50 £31.50 + £1.70 p&p.
+£1.70 p&p. ® Sii
light | t
@ Puttees ..............oeeevernn. st oms N

! ® Trouser elastics ..
@ Army SOX .......cooooccvnnennnn..

® SAS BERGANS MOD

® SAS SMOCKS DPM

® '58 WEBBING EQUIPMENT
@® '44 WEBBING EQUIPMENT
® '37 WEBBING EQUIPMENT
® SLEEPING BAGS '58

® PONCHO’S, NYLON

SAE
FOR FREE CATALOGUE

Access — Visa card orders
-7 900 900

SILVERMAN’S ocersuc

MILE END, LONDON E1
Telephone 01-790 5257

Britain's leading suppliers of kit to the Professionals
Mondays-Fridays and Sundays 10am-1pm — Nearest tube Mile End — VERY EASY PARKING FACILITIES

Issue Kit —

green lightwight These genuine British issue water-

proof high leg DMS boots are now

These brand new black ankle toe
cap DMS boots are in sizes 5-12,
just state size required and send
only £18.99 + £1.70 p&p.

We also have grade 1 used at £6.99
+£1.70 p&p.

® New ammo boots £32.50.
® Used ammo boots also stocked

laaaaaaaa st s s ool o2 Y VY VY VYY)

These new slight seconds DMS
rubber sole black RAF shoes are in
sizes 5-12. State yoursize and send
only £10.99 + £1.70 p&p.

® Jungle boots..................
® NI boots new ....
® Off. shoes new .
® Desert Boots ...
®Parkas DPM (L)

‘Phone Ruth ‘B’
for further info
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SOLDIER

Soldier

THE interest in militaria
almost knows no bounds these
days; SOLDIER’s classified
advertising pages bear witness
to the enthusiasm for collecting
badges, medals, uniforms,
books and postcards etc.

This has resulted in Sotheby’s,
the famous auctioneers, including
for the first time in one of its
auctions a section on posters from
the First World War, many of them
used to encourage recruiting. They
make interesting and nostalgic
reading today.

The inhabitants of Alford (pre-
sumably Alford, Lincs) were, for
instance, exhorted to attend a
meeting “in order to assist in
obtaining recruits, and repelling
The Mad Dog of Europe”, an

exhortation which would have been
equally appropriate, though per-
haps couched in somewhat old
fashioned terms, 25 years later.

“Women ... bring your men,
girls . . . bring your best boys”’, the
poster appealed.

Published by the Parliamentary
Recruiting Committee, another
depicted St George slaying the
dragon and declared ““Britain
Needs You at Once”.

And, one of the best remem-
bered of phrases from that time
“Daddy, what did YOU do in the
Great War?, asked of a pensive
father with a young daughter seated
demurely on his knee and young
son playing with toy soldiers and a
field gun.

The poster collections were

i

ENCLAND REQUIRTS 7% ¥,
_ AND sk mos THEM NOW. S
&
Wil e huie
ERERIRG B84 T

MR. G. J ﬁROWN
MR S. B. CARNLEY

« ans 7d4 04 M’&?W
SATURDAY CUENING NrX
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| KING & COUNTRY

adtyat did 10 do in e yeat War 9

variously expected to fetch between
£50 and £750, but prices were
generally higher than the auc-
tioneers expected. Four coloured
lithographs, for instance, which
included the “Daddy, what did
you do ...” poster, were sold for
£300, almost double what was
anticipated.

Another collection, expected to
raise £125-£175, realised a net
price of £500.

The posters came from different
sources and were knocked down
to various buyers, one enthusiast
snapping up several lots in tele-
phone bids.

Said a Sotheby’s spokeswoman
afterwards: “It was a big success”.

ONLY three months before
some 300,000 people were due
to flock to Rushmoor Arenain
Hampshire for the biennial
Aldershot Army Display, the
show is off, a victim of today’s
compressed Army and the
ever-present financial squeeze.

“A very, very sad day for
Aldershot™ the local mayor re-
portedly said. Indeed. And a very
sad day for the Army too.

The mayor, who ironically had
chosen co-operation between the
military and civilian communities
as the theme for his mayoral year,
said that Aldershot was now losing
part of its history and heritage.

The Ministry of Defence was not
able to say yet whether it would be
possible for the display to be re-
introduced in future years.

The display was a great occasion
in the Army calendar. It entailed a
great deal of work, raised a lot of
money for the Army Benevolent
Fund, but most important of all it
gave an opportunity for the Army
and public to get together in
considerable numbers and to great
effect.

One very small part of the vast
get-together was that SOLDIER
magazine was able to meet its

readers, hundreds of whom called
at the SOLDIER stand, many of
them from overseas.

A small part, but an important
event for SOLDIER. We will miss
not meeting you this year. Here’s
to the future.

BRITAIN’S largest hospital
for disabled ex-Servicemen
faces a serious problem in
providing for the needs of the
increasing number of men and
women who will need care in
the next century.

“A start must be made now
to provide accommodation,
medical, and nursing care for
these people,” Sir Eric Yarrow,
chairman of Erskine Hospital
at Bishopton, near Glasgow,”
has said.

Two-thirds of the country’s
young men became Servicemen in
the Second World War. They are
now between 60 and 70 and many
will be looking towards Erskine
for help.

The hospital costs well over £3m
a year to run and is outside the
National Health Service. Most of
its money comes from the generous
Scottish public, which includes
many Service and ex-Service
organisations.

Anyone who has served in the
Armed Forces or the merchant
navy is eligible for admission, if
there is room.

Erskine has 360 patients, 45 of
whom served in the 1914-18 war,
174 in the 1939-45 war, and 35 of
whom were injured in various
countries, including Northern
Ireland, since 1945.

The oldest is 100-year-old
Edwin Turner, a former Royal
Army Medical Corps sergeant, and
the youngest 27-year-old Douglas
Moir, who was injured in Germany
last year.

The views expressed in SOLDIER
are not necessarily those of the Army
or the Minisiry of Defence.

from Ramsgate Ferry Term

inal and 40 mins. from Dover,

¥ No hidden charges ¥ Part-exchange we.’come
@ Finance and insurance arranged on request. *

*Written details available on request,

INVICTA

TAX FREE FORDS!'

INVICTA EXPORT is a part of the Ramsgate Division of
Invicta Motors Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East
Kent, established for 60 years. Nobody is better qualified
to give you help and guidance in choosing your new Ford —
specialising makes the difference.

¥ Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 mins.
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_, _Return the coupon for free Information Pack to: Invicta Motors Limited, I
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HE SON of a world-

famous British war-

time general is paying

a nostalgic visit to in-
spect the spartan armour-
plated mobile battlefield
“office” of late ‘Desert Rat’
father, Field Marshal Sir
Bernard Montgomery. His per-
sonal 26-ton tank!

Second Viscount David
Montgomery of Alamein, 57,
has been invited to the Army’s
Ludgershall Armoured Vehicle
Sub Depot, near Andover,
Hants, to see his father’s
personal tank; a weather-beat-
en veteran of both the North
African and Italian campaigns.

The tank, aptly named ‘Monty’
is currently under caring spare-time
refurbishment ready for its even-
tual pride of place position in
London’s Imperial War Museum.

A Grant M3A5, it is one of only
951 of that type built by the
Americans for the British between
January and November 1942. It
was General Montgomery’s per-
sonal command tank. His
“charger”.

It is thought that ‘Monty’ was
number 506 in the special pro-
duction line run. The variation for
this range of model was a riverted
hull and twin diesel engines.

Its arrival in the nick of time for
the vital North African campaign
in the Western Desert of four
decades ago had an interesting
prelude.

The withdrawal from Dunkirk
in 1940 left the British Army with
only 150 tanks, most of these
obsolete.

The need for tanks was desperate
and a British Tank Commission
was sent to America in June 1940
with the specific task of arranging
contracts with American firms to
build tanks for Britain.

Originally, the idea was to have

‘Monty’ pictured by his personal
“charger”, his Grant tank

tanks built in America to existing
British designs. The US Govern-
ment, however, refused to allow a
dispersion of effort at a time when
America was also desperately short
of tanks. The British Commission
was given a curt ultimatum.

It was: American designs or
nothing! And these were a choice
of the M3 Medium or M3 Light.
Britain opted for both types on a

““cash and carry” basis.

The original American version
of the M3 was known as the
General Lee. Then, there followed
an M3 with a British-designed
turret and this was known as the
General Grant.

A contract was placed in October
1940 by the British Commission
for 3,000 of the M3 tanks, on
contract number 5/M 1010 and
War Department numbers were
allotted T.23504 to T. 26503. The

production series for the M3
medium ranged from M3 to the
M3A5 — 6,258 vehicles were
procured — and they were built
by various American heavy eng-
ineering works.

The M3A5 was built by the
Baldwin Locomotive Works of
Philadelphia.

Thus, for the past 18 months, to
bring the story of ‘Monty’ up to
date, this venerable tank — T24027
— has been undergoing pains-
taking restoration by the Lud-
gershall sub-depot’s Vehicle
Maintenance Section under the
eagle eye and avid keenness of Mr
Eric Richards and a handful of
enthusiasts from his 26-strong
workforce.

Now, it is under cover spared
the fickle ravages of the elements.
But for about a dozen years until
1960 the former illustrious battle-
field ““nerve centre”, the front of
inspirational assaults, had been
standing as a solid sentinel on
display outside the Depot of The
Royal Warwickshire Regiment —
Monty’s old regiment — at
Budbrooke Barracks, Warwick

‘Monty’ the tank undergoes a face-
lift, in slow time, at Ludgershali

‘Monty’ the tank, pictured at
Cattolica, near Rimini, September
1944

before its final move to the HQ,
The Queen’s Division Depot at
Bassingbourn, Cambs. It came in
from the cold in September 1984.

Its first postwar permanent
home, standing sturdily on a plinth,
had come about after an edict by
the former Eighth Army Com-
mander himself: “Find my tank!”’

‘Monty’s the tank’s third move
within the UK was to its latest
host unit in Hampshire. And since
that move there has been no
shortage of renovation volunteers.
They set about paint stripping with
a zeal. They worked with a will to
free the seized-up components.
Then, work centred on the engine
compartment. Next, it was the
upper fighting compartment, then
the lower compartment.

Last, but not least, will be the
exterior.

Forty-four years ago during
preparation for the El Alamein
offensive anumber of Grant tanks
toting 75mm main armament — a
short-barrelled, counterweighted
M2 gun in a side sponson — were
converted to the command rple
for use by high-ranking officers.

Mr Allan Davies touches up the paintwork on ‘Monty’

Detailed examination of
‘Monty’s’ upper turret revealed the
removal of the 37mm turret main
gun and its mounting (a wooden
gun was substituted!) and the
deletion of the gunner’s seat and

some 37mm lower-sited ammuni-
tion racking.

Wooden struts were fitted, these
thought to be map table supports.
Fittings were installed for a high-
power radio and an additional light

Lol L T

Mr Eric Richards with unique

“finds”. Chisel, screwdriver and
spanner

putin. This had been adapted from
a headlight reflector and was
positioned over the map table.

The lads at Ludgershall soon
found they had their spare-time
work demanding high effort. Some
24 years of prior neglect had taken
their toll. There appeared to have
been scant maintenance save for
exterior painting to appease the
gazing public eye.

Mr Eric Richards takes up the

continued on page 16
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continued from page 15

sitrep of 18 months ago.

“The tank’s exterior was found
to have a good crust of paint and
most of the hatches were seized
up. The weather had penetrated
in places and, consequently, parts
of the interior were badly rusted.

“In general, ‘Monty’ was found
to be remarkably complete and the
fact that it was powered by diesel
engines made it highly possible
that it could again be made a
runner.”’

As work continues on ‘Monty’s’
fastidious facelift, Mr Richards
added: “Our main problem is going
to be the upper turret; rust mainly.
The main area of the tank is in
pretty good nick. Some of the
instruments could also be a bitof a
problem but the Tank Museum at
Bovington has been a great help to
us. We’ve still got at least a year’s
work on it yet.

“There are marks on its exterior
which could be battle scars and
I’m confident we are going to make
it into a runner even though it is
going to be on internal static display

in the Imperial War Museum
eventually.”

Interesting memorabilia found
inside the hull when the team of
titillators took over included two
red fire extinguishers still contain-
ing CO2 made by the Walter Kidde
Company of New Jersey.

They also found a heavily-
rusted, open-jaw, double-headed
spanner, a cold chisel of the era, a
wooden-handled ‘“new perfect
screwdriver”, a couple of turret
ball bearings and a live .45mm
calibre Thompson sub-machine
gun round.

‘Monty’ remained as General
Montgomery’s “‘charger” and part
of the 8th Army’s TAC HQ from
October 1942 until January 1943.

It had been delivered to him on
October 13, 1942 and was finished
in green over desert pink.

On its front left mudguard was
the 8th Army logo, and the name
‘Monty’ was also prominent on
the front of the tank in Gothic
style print of black-on-white.

On the aerials of four decades
ago fluttered the standard recogni-

tion pennants and General Mont-
gomery’s own personal flag of
red-black-red.

His crew was made up of Major
John Poston, 11th Hussars, his
ADC who was tragically killed in
Germany just days before the end
of the war; Lieutenant | Mouldon,
6 RTR, the radio operator; Sgt
Paddy Kennedy, 6 RTR, main
gunner; Trooper Fegan, 6 RTR,
the loader; and Cpl J. Fraser, 6
RTR, the driver.

Captain Mouldon and Cpl
Fraser were awarded the MC and
MM respectively.

It was this dedicated crew who
presented him with his first black
beret, the ‘Tankies’ beret. It is
thought it was handed over by Sgt
Kennedy.

GRANT TANK

technical specification

American designation: M3AS5;
British designation: Grant
Mk 2; Length: 18ft 6inches;
Width: 8ft 11inches; Weight:
26tons; Engines: twin, General
Motors diesel 6-71; Armament:
75 mm gun. M.2 Short barrel
with counterweight 37 mm
gun. M.5 .30 cal machine gun,
cupola-mounted 30 cal ma-
chine gun, mounted in 37 mm
mantlet Thompson sub-
machine gun, 45 mm calibre;
Ammunition storage: 75mm -
178 rounds: .30 cal-1,200
rounds: .45 cal - 9,200 rounds.

Story: Graham Smith

Pictures: Paul Haley and IWM

Mr Paul Gibbs pictured with siiencer, part of the kit to be re-assembled
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A FATAL SHORT CUT

MAJOR JOHN POSTON, 11th Hussars, ‘Monty’s’ ADC
died just days before the German surrender while taking a
chance; an unsate short cut!

Poston, 25, had known the Eighth Army Commander for
30 months, the ‘Desert Rat’ General interviewing him as a
potential ADC in Cairo. Together, they had campaigned in
ten countries.

‘Monty’ led the funeral procession on the afternoon of
that bright spring day. Poston was accorded full military
honours. Gun carriage . .. coffin draped by the Union Jack
... the firing party.

As usual the faithful Poston was returning from a mission
on behalf of the commander. He was in his jeep.

It was said that the young officer was in the habit of
discovering short-cuts back to TAC HQ along non-recced
roads.

That fatal day in the last week of the war he ran into an
ambush mounted by a small group of German boys
frantically firing their nation’s parting shots of the 1939-45
conflict.

Poston steered his jeep straight at his attackers as they
loosed off their rounds. He was hit. Though wounded he
exchanged fire from a ditch but died.

‘Monty’ sent outa party to recover the body of the lifeless
Poston.

The general was so moved he wrote a letter to The
Times. It said: “There can be few officers who have seen
this war from the inside as did John Poston.

“He knew everything that was going on and was in
possession of much information that is secret and must
remain secret for all time. We trod the path together from
the Alamein to the Elbe.

“I gave him my complete trust and confidence and he
would come to me with his own personal troubles. He had
been through this war from the beginning and he saw the
end approaching. The Promised Land was not so very far
away and he gave his life that others might enjoy it.

“| was completely devoted to him and | feel very sad.”

After that funeral of one of his liaison officers later
described in his memoirs as officers of “character, initiative
and courage” the Commander went up to the hill-top outside
Lineburg to receive the surrender from the German
commanders.

Young Poston, as he described all of his aides in his
memoirs, had been ane of his “gallant band of knights.”




n assassination attempt

on an oil-rich sheiklrhas

been foiled by the quick

reactions of Territorial
Army soldiers at an Army camp in
the Midlands.

The soldiers, all Royal Military
Policemen serving with 116
Provost Company Royal Military
Police (Volunteers), were nearing
the end of a ten-day training period
when they received a warning of
the arrival of Sheikh Mukarram
Syed who was flying to the UK to
purchase military arms.

With only 24 hours notice they
had to prepare a plan to collect the
Sheikh from RAF Cosford near
Wolverhampton and escort him
to a safe house for talks with a top
level Ministry of Defence sales
executive.

After the meeting the Sheikh
was 1o be taken to a secret Army
range and shown a variety of
weapons which he had expressed
an interest in buying.

Just before the Sheikh was due
to arrive at the secret location, two
armed infiltrators were discovered
by the RMPs guarding the camp.
They were captured and rushed
into the guardroom for interro-
gation seconds before the Sheikh’s
official car drove through the gates.

It was just as well that the
infiltrators were caught, otherwise
the RMPs would have failed the
test — and test it was — all part of
Exercise Ratio Topi designed to

RMPs STIRRED BUT |
NOT SHEIKHEN!

put the 55 men of 116 Provost
Company through demanding
military tasks at short notice.

116 Provost Company (V) is the
largest RMP Territorial Army
company. It is commanded by

Inside the safe house the Sheikh talks about arms sales with Major
Roger Brumhill, Officer Commanding 116 Provost Company

NBC equipment was on the Sheikh’s shopping list. Sergeant Peter
Hewitt from Manchester detachment of 116 Provost Company explains
the technique used by soldiers to take a drink when dressed in NBC
equipment

Major Roger Brumhill, a merchant
banker from Birmingham, and has
its headquarters in West Bromwich
with platoons in Manchester,
Cardiff and Coventry.

Exercise Ratio Topi tested the

Inspecting the quarter guard which
the RMPs laid on at short notice
organisation, planning, intiative
and provost skills of the company’s
part-time soldiers who come from
all walks of civilian life.

Sheikh Mukarram Syed, in reality Corporal Les Cooper, a regular soldier
of 165 Provost Company RMP based at Donnington, leaves the
headquarters at RAF Cosford at the start of his flying visit to the UK.
Looking after him is Captain Julian Grubb, the second-in-command
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VECTOR Pack Systems International offer
the first range of packs to be specifically
developed for military use. They are the
first sacks to be made from DPM and the
first sacks with a fully adjustable back
system. With over 15 years of field and

expedition testing it's no surprise that the
VECTOR range is the most sophisticated
and hard wearing packs available for
military use.

JAEGER

A medium volume sack for
long range missions.

70 litre capacity @ Fully
adjustable ‘Paralux’ back
length & Lid pocket 8 Map
pocket 8 Compression straps
(will also accept pockets) ¢
Accessory straps for kip mat
etc. ¢ Quick release ‘Fastex’
buckles @ Sternum/chest strap
8 Haul loop ¢ All seams triple
stiched & bound for strength
8 Rabust 80z packcloth for
strength & lightness ¢ Double
I'loz Cordura base ® Available
in DPM or Olive Prab

SPECIAL MAIL ORDER PRICE

£7 .00

(all inclusive)

A

fast movers.

30

compartment 8 Removable
back pad e Front map/

do

® Sternum/chest strap
Contoured shape for precise

fit

and bound for strength e
Accessory tabs ® Available in
either DPM or Olive Drab

SPECIAL MAIL ORDER PRICE

light, rabust day sack for

litre capacity @ Single

cument pocket ® Waist belt

* All seams triple stitched

.95

(all Inclusive)

£2

All prices are inclusive of VAT, postage and packing. Cheques should be made payable

to Europa Sport (London) Ltd.

These are just two of a comprehensive range of Vector Pack Systems, for further details

and mail order price list write to: ‘Vector' Mail Order Dept.,
Kendal, Cumbria LA9 6AB.

Europa Sport, Ann Street,

“EVERYONE SAYS THAT
A SERVICEMAN HAS SOME
SPECIAL QUALITIES”

We agree! As a company we like to employ staff with
the broad experience gained from Service life. If you
are planning to leave the Service and would like to
discuss the opportunities of a fresh career with a
modern Life Assurance Company — then please
complete the coupon (Minimum Age 25):

————

WindsorLife hl_

Assurance Company Lid |
Windsor Lite Assurance Company Lrd, [
Royol Albert House, Windsor ;
Barks SL4 18E

| am interested in a career with Windsor Life, please send me some details:

To: Services Liaison Monuger, Windsor Life Assurance Company Ltd, I
Royal Albert House, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1BE. Telephone: \Xfind:or 868144
NAME SN S NN el e S e I
-
, ADDRESS i 'M |
L S4/86 e R T M T A Rt sdmears h oot o i) i |

"

The Ultimate Tailoring Service
for the Services

ON ALL UNIFORMS AND CIVILIAN WEAR
FILL IN THE COUPON OR PHONE FOR DETAILS

Name. . . . :
Agdress o e i AR ; : e 7 l
Please give telephone no.

Requirements B ik o o 2%
Minden Sales Office open daily. l
9am-4.30pm. Tel: 0571 40067. |

For complete details phone your local
agent either in UK or our Sales Office in

Minden. i Our representative will call at

All written communications direct to  your convenience.

Head Office l
Van Dungie House

Meynell Ave, l
Rothwell, [
W Yorks.

(0532 826102) J
N S G IS SIS S G SRS SEEE NN NS s
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UNION JACK

QUILT COVER SET

Single Bed Union Jack Quilt Cover Set

inc./Quilt Cover/Pillow Case .............. £12.99
Single Bed Fitted Sheet
(Red; White orBIUe). .......iisusncsnasnsans £8.99

Postage and Packing/Order £2.50 U.K. & B.FO.

Cheques and Postal Orders to:
Alan Vann Textiles,

Byron Street Mills,

Millwright Street,

Leeds LS27QG.

Allow 28 days for delivery.

YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE

— ALL PAST & PRESENT SERVING SAILORS, SOLDIERS,
AIRMEN, WRENS, WRACS, WRAFS, NURSES & THEIR FAMILIES.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED BY THE ROYAL STAR & GARTER HOME TO
CARE FOR THE DISABLED MEN & WOMEN OF ALL THREE SERVICES

The Roval Star & Garter Home cares for severely disabled ex-Servicemen
and women of all ranks from all parts of the country. We rely on public
support, so please help by sending a donation or preferably asking for a
covenant form. You might also like to remember with a legacy those to
whom we owe so much.

THE ROYAL

STAR & GARTER

Home for Disabled Sailors, Soldiers & Airmen.
Richmond, Surrey TW10 6RR. Tel: 01-940 3314

Registered Chanty No. 210119 & 286781

©
POSTED ABROAD?

Please post to:

ISIS Motors
Elles Road

Hants GU14 7QW

Rank ........
Name ........

I
|
I
|
l
Farnborough |
I
i
Addresi il inbo |

* QO * *

CONTACT

MILITARY SALES

FOR YOUR NEW TAX FREE 22

Low interest finance, German bank rate** * 12 months unlimited mileage international
Nominal monthly payments whilst in the U.K.**
Up to 47 months to repay when abroad
Insurance may be included in finance

warranty

Excellent service back up throughout Europe

All documentation supplied & processed for you
Qualified staff to advise & assist you

Part exchanges accepted

* % o *

ISIS Motors

For use in:
W. Germany
W. Berlin
Holland
Belgium
France

italy
Portugal
Norway
Otheristaier - Bt ..

O

0252 54434

PR o A v O I Comprehensive range of models to suit your
Mil. Phone No R Eal ' nidBils
HOME NO. .oeoniniindritsmatigs o ioen i
Posting Date 5 ik ity trais e orirbe
Please rush me Informatlon on:
Foraimedel @i oiiulnn i,
I ia

24 hr
Service

C—‘ﬁ--lllllllll

19



A tracked armoured vehicle leaves a Class 16 ferry

ORE THAN 100

Camberley Staff

College students

gazed in sudden
disbelief when, during the
middle of a sapper skills
demonstration invelving explo-
sives, an excavator bucket-
toting Medium Wheeled Trac-
tor (MWT) approached a
brigadier’s staff car, scooped
it up, crushed it and then
dropped it into a departing
dump truck. The young-
looking brigadier, his dog and
personal driver had left the
vehicle just minutes earlier,
write Graham Smith.

It was, of course, a humorous
stunt, one of many injected into
a 3',-hour Royal Engineers’
demonstration at Hawley, near
Aldershot, the sappers’ equivalent
of the Royal Artillery’s Larkhill
Day but without the general public.

The spectacle incorporated three
phases — operations in the combat
zone, reserved demolition work and
amphibious capabilities.

There were plenty of nerve-
jarring bangs for the inattentive.
Plenty of action. The aim of the
demo was to show RE support to

the air/land battle with particular
stress on operations in the Central
Region.

The programme had been
arranged by the resident 3 Training
Regiment, RE. The demo squad-
ron was laid on by 9 Parachute
Squadron, RE, based at Aldershot,
forming part of the engineer
regiment supporting 5 Airborne
Brigade.

Airfield Damage Repair and
sappers repairing a severed high
voltage electrical cable and instal-
ling Emergency Fuel Handling
Equipment (EFHE) were two
highlights of the static display with
its associated wheeled tractors,
graders, excavators and dump
trucks.

On active show was the latest
16-ton Scammell driver-only ope-
rated dump truck with its ten
cubic-yard capacity, the replace-
ment for the Aveling Barford dump
truck.

The demo was slick showing the
versatility of a Corps which
celebrates its 270th anniversary this
year, the Royal Warrant having
been granted in 1716, the same
year as the Royal Artillery.

Aspects of mine warfare (laying

The giant No 8 Scissors bridge
laid by Chieftain AVRE

and clearing parties), land demo-
litions and one of a steel bridge on
a lake (that masterminded by one
‘Captain Tony Flashman’ with
two sprigs of pulsating light bulb
“pip” epaulettes) all went down
well.

Massive armoured engineer
equipment manoeuvred to good
effect within the arena. Bridging
equipment looked purposeful span-
ning improvised ravines. Track-
ways laid down fit for tanks. Giant
fascines, too, were put on show
during the initial phase at Hawley
Hill.

The demo was liberally seasoned
with humour as points were
interestingly made. The human
components of a Field Troop, for
instance, two dozen men in left-
to-right line-out held up a ladle,
giant spanner, horse shoe, trowel,
saw, huge paint brush and even a
toilet seat (he was the plumber!).

The commentator poured out,
with pride, vital statistics and
performance details of the kit in
action in front of the stands and
their seated guests of varying cap
badges.

Kit like the light mobile digger
capable of excavating a fire trench

in four minutes. The amphibious
17-tonne Combat Engineer Trac-
tor (CET), the FV 180, capable of
digging a tank slot for a hulking
Chieftain main battle tank in just
20 minutes giving it a low profile.

The virtues of the Barminelayer
with its single or double impulse
fuzes and the news of add-on fuze
variations in two years.

Naturally, the veteran MGB —
Medium Girder Bridge — now in
service for 15 years designed to
span 30-metre gaps was on show.
A success story, listeners were told,
that had been exported to 32
countries. One nine-man team
assembed a five-bay version in just
14 minutes.

Its successor, officers were told,
is known as the ‘““Christchurch
project”.

Reserve demolition — special
control procedures to ensure
destruction of an objective at the
right time — was noisy but a fun
even for the onlookers.

A spume of water grabbed their
attention near their MGB-cum-
spectator stand. A steel bridge
would-be saboteur was hurled into
the lake. While the well-elocuted
‘Captain Flashman’ and his

stooge liaison officer, ‘Captain
James Laidback’ were word
perfect, the bridge did as it was
bid ... it collapsed!

Wet bridging equipment, Mk 5
assault boat lakeside landings, the
23-knot Combat Support Boat (of
Falklands achievement), a Class
16 cushion-fringed ferry and other
craft put in the lively third and
final phase of the planned sapper
scenario for the day.

An interesting amphibious as-
pect to sapper life. Wet-suited,
-flippered frogmen, four in number,
added their comic march-past-dais
relief and the luckless staff-car
brigadier turned up again. This
time, on a high-speed pair of water
skis!

Complementing the action was
another static display incorporating
EOD (Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal) techniques, diving equip-
ment, the world of survey, a
brigade water point, construction
engineering, movement light (they
have searchlights) and the ubiqui-
tous field post office set up.

The sappers had certainly made
their point to the ladies and
gentlemen of the visiting Staff
College.

e
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HOW TO AVOID

A NIL

IDEAL HOMES?: but housing has its problems

MOVING HOUSE is a costly business. Families switching to
a posting within the UK or to and from overseas are only too
aware of the costs involved.

PAY SLIP
X yoy

WA

Housing non-starter’s problems

A member of my staff has
deliberately sold his
house and will purchase
a surplus quarter using
the scheme at his con-
venience.

He has more than 35
years service and could
afford a very high cost
purchase.

Another, a staff sergeant
with 23 years service, has
tried to purchase, as a
first-time buyer, and has
not been lucky. He has
lived in quarters for at least
20 years.

QOriginally he opted to
buy prior to the discount
scheme and was offered
a house in Rainham, Kent

He was advised to wait as
the scheme (including that
house) would include the
discount.

He waited and lost the
house as he was beaten
to the post on years of
service. The original con-
cept of qualifying for the
scheme by having lived in
quarters for ten years plus,
excluded those who sell
for personal gain using the
current scheme.

| have applied for houses
in several of the bulletins
tono avail. | have 22 years
service and have never
been a house owner. So
far | have reached the dizzy
heights of number 21 on

the reserve list — effec-
tively a non-starter. | have
lived in quarters or hirings
for all of my married life of
15 years.

As | have a family of
three girls and have a
maximum of eight further
years of service, | will still
need a large three-bed-
roomed (or four) house, |
will have to resort to
commuting my pension to
be a successful purchaser
of a reasonable house.

| wish to remain anony-
mous as it could prove
embarrassing in the station,
but it is not requested
because of fabrication of
facts

It seems to me that
unfair advantage is being
taken by a number of
people applying to buy
surplus married quarters
under the Discounted
Scheme when they al-
ready own a house.

For the rules of the
scheme state that appli-
cants must not be house
owners, but the application
form does not ask the

question

So to avoid awkward
questions at a later stage
of negotiations, houseown-
ing applicants are switch-
ing ownership of houses
to sons and daughters.

This way they don't
break any rules, but actions
of this type are to be
deplored since itis a sharp
practice and can deprive
others of a home as the

letter above indicates.

Another weakness in the
rules of the scheme is the
fact that developers who
buy up entire estates to sell
off, are not compelled first
to offer a percentage of the
houses to Servicemen be-
fore putting them on the
open market.

Other groups have
schemes embracing this
concept. Why don't we?

I know of nobody who

_ can manage within the

disturbance allowance.
But if there is-Such a
person or family, then
please let me know. I'd
love to know how they do
it!

For the fact is the month
either side of the actual move
date drains the family budget
to its limit, settling up on
leaving and facing new
expenses on moving in.

On top of that there are
debit vouchers deducted at
pay source without recourse
to the individual who has no
chance either to warn his
bank or adjust his income to
take account of any unex-
pected debit on march-out.

But a worse shock than
that is to get a NIL pay slip
on arrival at a new duty
station.

No money to live on just
because your P1956, along
with other charges, is stop-
ped without warning

For you relinquished the
right when signing on the
dotted line at handover
before dashing for the boat
or plane.

Unlike the excess bag-
gage form you cannot, at
present, elect to pay in
instalments to ease the
burden, for your P1956 debt
Is immediately deducted
from your next pay be it £10,
£20, £50, £100, £150 or
more.

In the case of Cpl X he
was refunded more than £80
but it put him into debit at the
bank as he was overcharged
on his P1956.

| might add it took more
than six months for the
corporal to get his money,
plus the startling fact that on
arrival at his new unit he was
faced with a ‘nil’ pay slip — it
can and does happen

Going into the red at
posting time is especially
tough as current allowances
do not cover the cost of
moving at 1986 rates. (See
what Field Marshal Bramall
said about this subject in
SOLDIER January 27).

So what can be done to
help ease this worry over a
very real problem?

Going some way towards

*

providing an answer is a new
scheme which will hopefully
be introduced this June to
ease the financial pain of
paying out in one go

To help everybody the
Paymaster-in-Chief is con-
sidering a system of payment
by instalments, at the elec-
tion of the outgoing occupant,
to ease potential financial
hardship

The system is likely to
operate in a similar way to
the Option 5 sales scheme,
with a certificate being
signed by the occupant and
attached to the AFP1956.

He saysthat as an interim
measure it has been agreed
with F9 MOD that ASUs will
advise losing and gaining
units of any debit vouchers
for ORs of £100 or more. This
will enable the unit pay staffs
to consider the implications
on the future net pay of the
Serviceman concerned and
any remedial assistance
which can be offered

Details of debit vouchers
for losses and damage to
accommodation stores, dam-
age to fixtures, (fittings
and PSA supplied items
raised by EWs or ASAs and
cleaning charges where

applicable, totalling £100 or .

more are to be included. The
notification is to be forwarded
to losing and gaining units
as quickly as possible, ideally
atthe sametime as the debit
vouchers are despatched
to RPOs.

This notification is in
addition to the copy of the
debit voucher which is
required to be sent to units
Indeed, ASUs may wish to
attach this copy of the debit
voucher to the notification
proforma

Commands or districts will
be advised when a definite
date for the payments by
instalment system is agreed.

And ASUs should be
reminded that all debit
vouchers are to be signed
by outgoing occupants to
admit liability for the charges

With luck this new scheme
will prevent nil pay slips,
leaving people with some
money in the bank. At least
this will give them a chance
to start their new posting in
credit,

e v i e i e i e e ki i ol ot i oA o e ke i o i o ok ok

HARROW SCHOOL SCHOLARS§

Calling all sixth-formers ...
here's a chance to go to
Harrow, one of Britain's top
schools. They are offering
three types of scholarship at
half fee. They are: the
Winston Churchill for boys
who live in the borough of
Harrow; the Sir Arthur
Bryant for boys who wish to

FET TS TS S S S e

Fares Foundation; pre-
ference given to those with %
extramural interests, activi- »
ties and achievements in art, »*
music, drama, sport, tech-
nology, community work or »
any other activity. »
Apply to: The Secretary,
Harrow School, Harrow-on-

the-Hill, HA1 3MW by April *

The Guild of St Helena's new
eye-catching blue and gold
leaflet is now available from
the Guild office of your local
Guild member or padre

Maybe you've heard of it,
but for those who haven't
here is a little information.

There are about 50 St
Helena branches in all parts
of the world, open to anyone
of any christian denomi-
nation.

Single soldiers have hou-
sing problems, too. Sei-
ting up a home is not
confined to married
people. A QARANC offi-
cer highlighted this in
SOLDIER recently, now
a single staff sergeant
writes:

“I am just starting my last
year of 22 years' service.
As part of my preparation
for civilian life | have
bought a house within
commuting distance of my
present station.

“Because of this | applied
for ‘residence to place of
duty'allowance. This was
turned down because lam
single.

“I feel this is unfair as the
need to set up a home is
as important to a single
man as it is to someone
married.”

Itis a fact thattwo soldiers,
both in their last year of
service and living next door
to each other and of the
same rank, the only dif-

DIVORCE

I have had a number of
letters from wives and
husbands who are facing
marriage breakdowns.

Two letters particularly
disturbed me as they came
from officers’ wives who
were facing physical vio-
lence.

And because they were
officers’ wives they had
greater difficulty when they
sought help, since those they
approached were reluctant
to accept that they were
battered wives.

Many of these wives are
suffering financial hardship
and are unaware that help is
available.

But they should know that
by contacting their local
SSAFA branch, or the
London head office (16-18
Old Queen Street, London
SW1H 9HP tel: 01-222-
9221), help and advice is
there for the asking.

Inturn SSAFA will forward

But one thing they stress
is that it is not just a club for
officers and their families —
it encompasses all ranks.

One of its main aims is to
help Service families with
handicapped children. So if
you need help in this direc-
tion, why not write to them at
their London HQ at Chelsea
Barracks, London SW1 8RF
(tel: 01-930-4466 ext 258).

Eachyearthey sponsora

St Helena — a helping hand for everybody

holiday for children with
special educational needs.

This year upto 20 children
will holiday at St Martin's
Plain Camp, near Folkstone,
Kent.

The organisers are the
Service Children's Educa-
tional Authority (SCEA) and
the children they will be
taking on holiday are drawn
from all three Services.

Ideally children attending
the holiday should be bet-

HOUSE
UNTING

ference being that one is
married and the other single,
could find themselves un-
equal in the housing stakes.

For the married man will
get motor mileage allowance
(MMA) to his place of duty,
while the single soldier will
have to pay out of his own
pocket.

And the single man's
problems may not end there,
for if he lets his house under

Case 20 of the 1980 Housing
Act, there is a good chance
he will face trouble in getting
his tenants out and his house
back.

It means he will be out of
pocket on his travelling
plans, plus the costs involved
in letting his house. Not to
mention the aggro.

But on the face of-it a
single man with his own
house is fortunate compared

ween 7-13 and should not
require specialist medical
attention on a daily basis,
although nursing cover is
provided.

If you have a child (UK or
BAOR) with special needs
and would like more details,
phone Major G Bradbury
RAEC on Eltham Military 263,
282 or 285. Alternatively
write to him at MoD SCEA,
Court Road, Eltham, London,
SE9 5NR before May 16.

with those with hopes of a
council house.

So | rang a number of local
authorities to find out their
policies for homes for single
people.

It revealed that the harsh
fact is that the situation for
single people is bleaker than
for those who are married.

Take information alone; for
marrieds there are a number
of booklets, but for single
people nothing specific.

There are two publications
for Servicemen and women:
Housing A Guide for Service-
men and the 1986 Resseltle-
ment Booklet, due shortly,
but neither has information
for the single soldier who
wants to buy a house or rent
a council house, or any
pointers on allowances such
as MMA.

OFFICERS’ WIVES NEED
HELP, TOO!

cases needing financial help
to the Officers’ Association
for their consideration.

In a letter Mrs E of Bucks
says: "I was under the
impression that only ‘other
rank’ families were eligible
for help from Service chari-
ties, and hesitate to advertise
how low my income is. One
feels degraded, being mis-
represented by solicitors,
then having to pay them an
enormous sum for the privi-
ledge. Any help would be
welcome, but it is very
difficult to ask. It should not
be necessary.”

Another letter asks: “Could
you possibly give me any
information on pensions for
the divorced wives of ex-sol-
diers.

“My former husband ser-
ved for 23 years. | was in

married quarters with him for
17, years.

“On his discharge he had
reached the rank of WO2. A
few years later we were
divorced.

“Recently | was speaking
with a lady whose husband
is in the RAF. She informed
me that in the event of my
former husband’'s death, |
would be able to claim one
third of his awarded Army
pension. Is this correct?”

MoD say: A divorced wife
does not have any rights in
relation to her ex-husband's
pension earned by military
service. A pension in this
context is earned by the
Serviceman and there is no
separate notional contri-
bution related to windows or
family pension benefits.

In fact, any hypothetical

widow's entitlement the ex-
wife may have lost would be
very difficult to assess as it
might depend on such fac-
tors as: her surviving her ex-
husband; his rank and ser-
vice attime of death; whether
he had remarried; whether
he is serving or retired;
whether the death was
attributable to his military
service, whether she had
remarried.

A matrimonial court order
might take this possible
“loss” into account. d
@ News from the USA indi-
cates that American service
wives have managed to have
a Bill passed through Con-
gress in which the wife's loss
of career prospects, the
support help a wife gives
during his service, in a variety
of capacities, is now taken
into account and a portion
of his pension is made over
to the wife in the divorce
hearing.

study ‘A’ level history; the 30 *
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SINGLE MAN GOES

A mail order firm are
under fire for charging
their Service custo-
mers an extra fiver for
all BFPO parcels.

A Berlin-based cor-
poral complained
when askedto paythe
extra money

He writes that the
firm charged him the
extra for postage as it
exceeded their weight
and value per order.
He adds their cata-
logue mentions noth-
ing about this.

The firm says: "We
have a standard
charge of £5 for all
BFPQ parcels. This
has been our policy
for some years. Itisto
cover additional ad-
ministration on our
part. We sincerely
hope this does not
deter Forces' families
from shopping with
us.”

But said the cor-
poral: “Have you any
idea what extra work
and insurance is
needed for a BFPO
parcel comparedtoa
UK mainland parcel,
since every BFPO
parcel goes to Mill Hill,
London, and into the
Services' postal sys-
tem?”

Do other mail order
firms levy a charge?
Let's hear from you.




ACCESSORY KIT FOR MINI-
MAGLITE INCLUDES QUICK
CHANGE LENS SET WITH
RED & AMBER FILTERS,
WRIST STRAP,

POCKET CLIP &

MINI-MAGLITE
(5%")

£12.81

LCL4 cell (12
LCLS5 cell (141,

24

most suitahle
torch available for the
professional soldier.

® ACCESSORY KIT INCLUDES
RED LENS & DETACHABLE
LENS HOLDER — RED/WHITE
QUICKLY & EASILY
INTERCHANGEABLE
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SOLDIERS FROM THE SKY, Bandleader
BND 1020. Band of the Parachute Regiment, Corps
of Drums 3rd Bn Parachute Regiment, Conductor:
Bandmaster L. Tyler

The recently re-formed band for the Parachute
Regiment comes up with a programme of marches
about half of which are in one way or another
slanted towards airborne activities.

In these, and in half a dozen repertory marches, I
found the band somewhat lacking in dynamism
(and dynamics) for the reputation of the regiment
as a whole. All very “nicely” played and perfectly
acceptable from a possibly young group of players a
bit shy in front of the microphone, especially the
percussion section.

The airborne marches are Ride of the Valkyries,
the Regimental March, Soldiers from the Skies and
Queen’s Avenue by Mr Tyler himself, the latter of
course named after the thoroughfare down which
thousands of bands have marched in front of their
regiments after an Aldershot church parade. Arnhem
is a fine and popular march by the composer of
Arromanches, A.E. Kelly, Screaming Eagles the
march of the 101st U.S. Airborne Division, The
Flying Horse an attractive concoction on tunes from
Auber’s opera The Bronze Horse, and finally the
Army Air Corps Slow March.

Three of Sousa’s — E/ Capitan, The Thunderer,

On the Record

with Rodney Bashford

and Libertry Bell — most lack the spirit of adventure
required for their ideal performance, as does that
masterpiece of dynamic fun E/ Abanico. Jimmy
Howe’s Pentland Hills, R.B. Hall’s The New Colonial,
and Harold Scull’s Trombones to the Fore complete
the list, with a Victory Drum beating from the corps
to start side two.

An attractive if, as I said, restrained programme,
available on disc and cassette as are all Bandleader
issues, price £5.65 inclusive.

i

CALL FOR THE GUNS, Bandleader
BND1021. The Royal Artillery Band, Conductor:
Mayor F. Renton.

To justify the title for a programme otherwise in no
way artillery oriented Cy Payne has written an
attractive march of that title, using the musical
phrase from a regimental song Screw Guns I
associate (not having the words to hand) with “make
fast the dinghy”’.

A rare performance on record of what used to be
an old war-horse of an overture, that to Verdi's
opera The Force of Destiny, will evoke pleasant
memories for equally old band buffs, as will Abe
Holzmann’s classic march Blaze Away.

They might be surprised, even shocked or
disgusted (‘“‘why oh why!”*) at the remainder of side
one, for three old favourites 1980s treatment so
unacceptable to certain of our brethren.

I’'m all for it when it works, and deal old Lucy
Long — here played in virtuoso fashion — was long

overdue for a new bra and panties.

Sousa too is a sitting duck for an artillery barrage,
his Washingron Post getting its comeuppance in no
uncertain manner; let them not try it on our own
Kenneth Alford though, for he would (to mix our
metaphors) pick up the grenade and pitch it back
where it came from.

I’'m not so sure about John Field’s famous
Nocturne; it needed knocking about a little more to
make the effect rewarding enough. Here the harmony
is too near Field, and that was not is strong point.

Shostakovich’s Festive Overture is one of the few
modern works played by bands which is acceptable
and popular with all comers, even the disgusteds,
probably because once it gets going it keeps going
to brilliant effect.

On the other hand Satie’s odd and oddly named
Gymmnopedie never succeeds in making a move, owing
its popularity toa pop group and a TV jingle, and of
course a pleasant inconsequential tune. Its static
mood is broken by fellow Frenchman Louis Ganne,
equally skilful if of less ambitious intent, whose
dynamic march Le Pere la Victoire recieves an equally
dynamic performance.

No march should be asked to “follow that”, but
Cy Grant’s second on this disc called Rapier does
its best, and of course its title (I have just realised)
does have a Gunner assocation.

A selection from Barnum and the Regimental
Marches wraps up a fine programme beautifully
played as usual by all at London SE 18.

From Bandleader price £5.65 inclusive or dealers.
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rees are an obvious and well recognised hazard to low
flying helicopters. What doesn’t seem to have been quite
so well understood is the hazard that low flying helicopters

present to trees.

Under war conditions it wouldn’t be much of a problem, but
in peacetime West Germany, where public concern for the welfare
of forests is increasingly a matter of great political importance,
it is yet another matter for the Army pilots to consider.

“I don’t think that any of us
appreciated before how much
damage a helicopter can do to a
tree,” said Lieutenant Colonel
Mike Orwin, Army Air Corps.
“But an awful lot of harm can be
done hovering over trees, especially
when they are heavy with rainwater
and covered with new growth.

“We had a particularly wet
spring and summer last year but
fortunately we got the warning in
good time because a local friendly
farmer, who had actually seen
helicopters hovering close to trees,
passed the word to us.”

Colonel Orwin was speaking at
his RHQ in Hildesheim in the last
few days of his tour as CO of 1
Regiment, AAC. Like the other
two Air Corps regiments in BAOR,
the unit has the job of providing
not only reconnaissance for the
troops on the ground, but also of
supplying a tank busting force of
Lynx helicopters.

To be able to launch their TOW
missiles with any degree of effect-
iveness the Lynx pilots need to be
adept at using every available inch
of cover to sneak into their fire

Robert Higson finds that
helicopter pilots are

Conscious
of the

Countryside

positions.

*“Our protection is very much
our flying ability,” said Captain
Jonathan Parish, the commander
of the Lynx Flight in 652
Squadron, one of the regiment’s
two anti-tank squadrons.

“Helicopters are very easily shot
down. We have no self defence.
We have to try to make sure that
we remain safe purely with our
own stealth of flying.

*“You have to know your aircraft
intimately — to. know how close
you can put yourself toa tree, under
which wires you can fly and over
which you must fly.”

Stealth, with a machine quite as
noisy as a Lynx, may seem difficult
to achieve, but in fact helicopters
can be quite hard to spot from a
distance as long as they can keep
low and not kick up too much snow
or dust in the process.

Sergeant Mike Button and Corporal
Stephen Currie, REME LAD, regu-
lating the tail rotor and changing
the cooling fan on a Lynx «

The tactical procedures are well
established. Going into action the
Lynx Flight would meet up with
Gazelles of the squadron’s recon-
naissance flight at a designated RV
and then be led into the fire
position. Ideally this would be
behind a screen of trees which
would enable the observer to range
in on the target through the
periscope sight without giving the
position away.

Training for the high degree of
skill required for all this has
somehow to achieve realism with-
out offending very sensitive local
opinion. Night flying, operations
on Sundays or religious festivals,
noise, flying near houses, animals,
crops and now, as Colonel Orwin
mentioned, trees: the list of poten-
tial problem areas is impressive.

“Because we are here and they
know that we are here, they always
assume that if a helicopter disrupts
anything it is always us,” said
Colonel Orwin. “But of course
German helicopters, US, Dutch,

Observer's eye view of the country-
side on a training run. Corporal
David Thomas, Royal Welch Fusil-
iers, is the man with the map

Belgian and so on are always flying
in this area. Because we live here
and are usually very careful it is
usually not us, it is someone else.
But one always has to go through
the process of finding out.”

On the whole, relations with
local people were very good, the
CO added, and the regiment did
its best to reduce nuisance when-
ever it could. For example,
attempts were made to concentrate
pilots’ night flying requirements
(they need a certain number of
hours annually to keep their
licences current) in the winter
months when operations could be
over by early evening.

Crews were being continually
reminded of their responsibilities.

“A very high proportion of flying
training is done at very low level
indeed, ““Colonel Orwin said, ‘“‘and
that makes it all the more important

Lynx at rest inside the 652
Squadron hangar

that the crews are always aware of
the danger to animals and potential
damage that can be caused to trees
and crops.”

‘At times it can be inhibiting,”’
said Captain Parish, “but I don’t
think we can say at any time we
have been prevented by the locals
from doing our job.”

When Captain Parish and other
pilots are out practising a tactical
approach to a fire position they
have to bear in mind a lot more
than the simple requirements of
training. They must remember
such things as not flying too low
over an autobahn to avoid the
obvious danger of having the
attention of motorists distracted
by helicopters coming into view at
eye level.

Itall adds to a very considerable
work load for not only do the
aircrews have to keep in training
for their demanding tactical role,
they are on call to provide aerial
reconnaissance and support for
exercises and to fulfil many other
tasks within 1 Armoured Division.

On top of this they have all the
normal soldierly duties of personal
weapon training, NBC, first aid
and so forth, plus a few rather
more specialised subjects like map-
reading and recognition for the
important business of being able
to distinguish friend from foe.

The high work load spreads
across the whole regiment. There

is no escape from military training
even for those who are fully
stretched keeping such complex
and difficult machines as Lynx
helicopters operational.

In all, 1 Regiment has 340 men
with 18 Lynx and 18 Gazelle light
helicopters spread across two anti-

Captain Jonathon Parish at the
morning briefing for 652 Squad-
ron’s Lynx Flight p

In the control tower at Hildesheim.
An average of 40 aircraft move-
ments a day; during Exercise
Lionheart there were 365

tank squadrons, one reconnaiss-
ance squadron, the REME LAD
(light aid detachment), and an HQ
squadron.

Everyone is expected to be at
least “triple traded.” In other
words even the least qualified Air
Trooper needs to have passed trade
tests for ground crewman, driver
and signaller. _

“There is one great advantage
for us,” said Colonel Urwin.
“Because recruit specifications for
soldiers coming into the ACC are
very high we only take the best
available — the ones able to take
high levels of information with a
comparatively small amount of
training.” :

Members of the 110-strong
LAD, whose job it is to repair and
maintain the 36 aircraft, would
have to be some of the best
qualified soldiers in the entire
army, according to their OC, Major
David Cooke, REME.

As he explained: “With Lynx
we really moved out of ‘teeny-
weeny airways’ and into the big
stuff.”

The demands of such a machine
required highly qualified tech-
nicians with specialist knowledge
of avionics. There were around 350
separate items of test equipment
needed to maintain the aircraft, all
of which had to be maintained and
serviced in their turn.

There was also a great deal more
time involved. While the old Scout
helicopters could be repaired over-
night, the much more sophisticated
and complicated Lynx might re-
quire days.

The scale and complexity of the
support needed ro keep a unit like
1 Regiment, AAC, airborne is
reflected in the fact that it now has
two quartermasters — one for
everything that is worn (as in
clothing), eaten or lived in, and
the other for everything that is
operational.

Captain Bill McLachlan, the
present QM (Tech.), reckoned, on
a very vague estimation, that he
would be responsible for something
like £127 million worth of aircraft,
vehicles, equipment to test and
handle, stores and weapons.

It is a big task and a big
responsibility for all concerned, but
like many demanding occupations
it has the advantage of producing
a high degree of motivation.

The three flying squadrons are
peppered with cap badges of other
corps and regiments, many of
which represent a personal ambi-
tion to establish a career flying for
the Army.

They, and all the others from
within the AAC itself who fancy
themselves in the pilot’s seat, face
a very tough selection process. For
non-commissioned ranks especially

continued on page 28
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Sergeant Kyle Webster, a Gazelle
pilot, checks the NOTAMS (notifi-
cation to airmen on anything that
might effect a particular route) in
the Flight Operations Room A

A tractor tows a Lynx mounted on
the custom built electrically
powered, hydraulically operated
ML Handler, essential for moving
the aircraft on the ground w

~The colours are the same the Russians use {or the -hehcoptcrs__ -
w ch m,zght :o add a Iittie extra to NATO exetc:ses as -

r wspaper
theary that while the Sovms mus haw: spent countless

- man:‘hou and a lot of money reaching the ideal mix of colours
: he

the road is a long one — a pilot
selection course with the RAF at
Biggin Hill, an observer’s course
with the AAC at Middle Wallop,
several years working as an ob-
server improving knowledge of
aviation and of the Army, and then,
all being well, at last a pilot’s course.

Naturally not everyone makes
it. As Captain Parish said: “Some
very disappointed people come

back having failed pilot selection
right at the beginning.”

But those who do eventually get
their wings have the opportunity
of practising an exhilarating if
testing form of flying. There are
dangers, of course, and restrictions,
plenty of them, but few forms of
transport can quite match the
sensation of flying low with perfect
confidence over the countryside.

Photographs: Les Wiggs




Members of the crew commanders’
course learn about the NBC pack
on an ARRV from WO2 (AQMS)
Bill Collins\(!tont left)

HE introduction of a major new piece of equipment like
the Challenger main battle tank has an obvious knock on
effect. It means, for one thing, that the repair and recovery
teams of 7 Armoured Workshop, REME, at Fallingbostel,
now have a much closer involvement in operating heavy armour
themselves.

Being a lot faster, heavier and more powerful than its
predecessor, Challenger requires a bit more muscle from those
who come to its assistance. The modified AFV 434s which are
able to take on board the power pack of a Chieftain are inadequate
to deal with the six-tonne Challenger pack (engine, cooling

b

Inthe workshop a Challenger pack
being placed by overhead crane
onto the rack at the back of an
ARRV

system and gear box).

So enter the ARRV (armoured
repair and recovery vehicle). It is
essentially a Chieftain chassis
equipped with a powerful winch

and a hydraulic crane capable of

lifting the Challenger pack.

As the unit providing second
line repair and recovery support
to 1 Armoured Division, 7
Armoured Workshop has had
within its manor, so to speak, the
first two regiments to be equipped
with the new MBT — the Royal
Hussars and 2nd Royal Tank
Regiment.

With more Challengers to look
after than anyone else, 7 Armoured
Workshop has to run more
ARRVs.

As Lieutenant Colonel Philip
Corp, the CO, explained: “This

generates a large demand for
competent soldiers who are not
just crewmen but tradesman as
well. Qur circumstances are a bit
special at the moment because the
vehicle we are using is bigger and
more complex than the ones which

are used to support Chieftain.
“So we've devised a crew
commanders’ course of our own
to cater for this need. Some of
what they requre isalready covered
in military training, but they need
agreater level of expertise. Reading
a map from the top of a tank is
rather different than reading it in
a Land Rover or on foot. And
moving 50 ronnes of vehicles from
A to B tactically is a thing they
Continued on page 30




Continued from page 29

don’t normally learn.”

It was important, the colonel
added, not to let the side down by
revealing a squadron’s position as
the result of driving in a tactically
stupid way, or failing to recognise
a minefield, or not using radios
property

Down on the small arms range
the dozen or so members of the
crew commanders’ course were
practising firing dismounted gen-
eral purpose machine guns, the
ARRV'’s only weapon of defence.
The student were all either

Challengers assembled
fitting of new gun sights

for the

recovery or vehicle mechanics and
much of what they were learning,
said Lance Corporal John Siblev,
was a refresher of basic skills from
recovery training.

But there was also a lot of

attention to such things as reading
maps, especially bridge maps -—
“so we don’t go over one tonne
bridges in 50 tonne tanks!”
Later the students attended a
lecture on NBC procedures for the
ARRV from WO2 (AQMS) Bill
Collins, who afterwards made a
few points on the care needed to
drive the vehicle, especially with a

38

Challenger power pack on board.

As the pack had to sit on a rack
on top — unlike the AFV 434
where it was contained within the
body — it gave an unusually high
profile which, apart from the
difficulties caused by restricted rear
vision, meant special attention to
low bridges.

Lieutenant Steve Taylor,
commander of the recovery platoon
and officer in charge of the course,
commented: “‘Up to now we have
tended to appoint a guy as
commander, put him on the vehicle
and with the very bare minimum

of training let him learn by experi-
ence.”

The idea of the two week course,
he added, was to help make the
REME commander as aware as his
Royal Armoured Corps counter-
part of a whole range of important
skills — map reading, voice proce-
dure, camouflage, hide routine, the
use of ground for movement and so
on.

Of course the
Challenger hasn’t only affected the
job of the repair and recovery
crews. Across the spectrum of 7
Armoured Workshop the new tank

coming of

Chieftain chassis to ARRVs has
produced a shortage of ‘heavy
recovery vehicles. This has brought
old Centurion chassis back into
service for the job of winching in
stranded tanks.

“We are dealing with a wide
range of technology,” said Colonel

“Corp, “from the newest thermal
imaging right back to keeping old
equipment like ‘Centurion . in
service.”

On the electronics and optronics
side the workshop had to deal with
laser technology for range finders
and target markers, with image
intensification for sights and sur-
veillance devices, and with thermal
imaging on sights for tanks and
the Swing Fire anti-tank guided
weapon system,

“These technologies are getting
more and more closely interming-
led,” the CO added, “particularly
on Challenger itself. The techni-
cians have got to be capable of
handling a wide range of things
and be capable of diagnosing faults.
In a lot of cases diagnosis is a lot
harder than fixing the fault.

“It is.making the whole thing a
much bigger part of our role,
because electronics are finding
their way into what were pre-
viously, perhaps, purely mechani-
cal automotive equipments. Far
more now are becoming dependent

on clectronic sub-systems.”

At the time he was speaking the
Workshop had just received a new
addition 'to its daunting array of
test equipment. This was CUED,
only one of two such systems in
the entire British Army, installed
in a box body on the back of afour
tonne truck.

Its job is to test all the black
boxes which contain the compli-
cated clectronics to run a Chal-
lenger tank, sighting and charging
systems, gear box controls and the
rest. A built-in computer is
designed to indicate what circuits
are at fault and need replacing.

Quite apart from the operation
of the system there is the mevitable
question - of ~ maintenance, and
Sergeant John Tribe, a control
egquipment technician, said he was
due to go off on a course to learn
how to look after the thing.

It is; of course, only a part of the
great advances that are continually
being made in the field of elec-
tronics. All very impressive but
sometimes it is hard not to sympa-
thise with those who hanker after
the less complicated good old days.

As one of the students on the
crew commanders course put it:
“The “Centurion’s more reliable
really. Less goes wrong with itand
if something docs do wrong it isn’t
a big job putting it right.”

has brought with it the need for
much closer involvement with
sophisticated technology.

Ironically it has also meant the
return to rather older technology
the convert more

The ARRV with Atlas crane capable
of hoisting a Challenger power
pack A as

need to

Recalled to the colours. A Cent-
urion armoured recovery vehicle
comes to the assistance of a
Chieftain in the Soltau training
area

Story: Robert Higson
Pictures: Les Wiggs
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BOTH the Army and the Royal
Navy players and administrators
had a frustrating build up to this
year’s rugby clash for the Stewart
Wrightson Trophy. The weather,
as it had done with most outdoor
sports in the UK, took an awful
toll.

The Army side in fact went into
this year’s Twickenham clash
having not played for four weeks
when they had a good win over the
Civil Service; the matelots had not
fared much better.

Apart from one or two heart
flutters, the game went ahead and
all the trimmings were there. The
sun shone, the west car park was
full of Jolly Jack Tars supping their
tots beneath fluttering white
ensigns and the Army had their
tents as well, more than ever before.
The west car park scene before the
match is a great tradition; and old
players and friends get together
over a glass or two (or three) —
some itis claimed don’t even make
the game from the car park!

The first half of this, the first of
the 1986 inter-Service games,
reflected the disruptions caused
by the lay-offs due to the weather.
It was a period of usual mistakes
caused by the very nature of the
game, the lack of match practise,
and a turn around score of 3-3 (2
penalties) reflected the game.

Lieutenant Chris Alcock, the
Navy captain and probably man
of the match, harangued his team,
overcoming the heavier Army pack
and started to drive forwards which
allowed the matelots to set up a try
for their lock forward Woodcock.
This started the beginning of the
Navy’s superiority and despite
hard work from the Army forwards
in general, the Navy eventually
ran out winners by one try, two
penalties and a drop goal (13) to a
penalty by the Army full back (3).

For the Army it was disappoint-
ing in that the side probably never
played to its full potential. How-
ever, having beaten the Navy for
the previous four seasons, it
couldn’t really be argued that the
Royal Navy boys we\ll deserved
their win.

More sport on page 50.



Graham Smith talks to the Pirbright

military tailors for whom there was...

HIS MONTH has marked the end of a military-run era
of sartorial elegance expertise at the Guards Depot,
Pirbright. In its place, a new civilianised epoch in prospect
of needle-and-thread output.

For the military staffed Tailor’s Shop behind the Guard
Room is no more as such. Sadly, for the traditionalists, the
six-strong stitch-always-in-time squad has been disbursed to.
make way for a civilian contract arrangement at the famed
Depot — it moved there from Caterham in April 1960 — home
to 1,600 recruit guardsmen and Junior Parachute Regiment
men. And 32 members of the WRAC, as well!

The civilianisation of the Tailor’s
Shop daily operation is part of a
new trend and the concept, itself
appears to be viewed with mixed
feelings.

It is fair to say that the new
incumbent is former Grenadier
Guards Master Tailor Mr Rodney
‘Niffy’ Hill who comes well
recommended.

As far as is known the Guards
Depot as an institution has always
had its military Tailor’s Shop since
about 1830, though exact history
and developments over the years
seem to be rather hazy.

The last incumbents in post at
Pirbright headed by Master Tailor
Colour Sergeant Philip ‘Tug’
Wilson, Coldstream Guards, also
included former military tailor and
Welsh Guardsman, Mr Max
‘Badger’ Ayton and a lady mem-
ber of the stitch-and-sew staff.

Colour Sgt Wilson, at Pirbright
for three years and formerly
second-in-command of the shop
there between 1973-77, estimates
that up to 200 uniforms a week
passed through the busy shop for
various additions, repairs, embel-
lishments and alterations.

The practised eyes of the

outfitters to all of the 1,600 recruits
who passed yearly through the shop
at various stages of training had
their outfitting art off to the closest
centimetre and the minute milli-
metre.

They had to be when lanky
youths embarking on training —
average height six-feet-one — on
careers into any of the Household
Division regiments can perman-
ently swell a 32-inch chest by eight
more inches at the end of their 22
weeks’ prescribed training.

“Three meals a day can be a
nightmare for the tailor’s shop
when these lads come back for
further fittings,” said Colour Sgt
Wilson.

But then the talented tailors of
Pirbright were adept at their trade,
coping not only with uniforms,
medals and rank badges but
maintenance of the dozen or so
depot flags, repairing sleeping bags,
caring for bearskins (their hooks,
rings and pockets for the plumes),
three-tonne lorry canopies, tentage,
combat kit, forage caps and so on.

“Anything a needle can pene-
trate — and more — we can
repair”’, was the proud boast of

ONE CUT
T00 MANY

Colour Sergeant ‘Tug’ Wilson,
marking for medals ¥

]

A Parade ground checks by Lance
Sergeant Paul Salt, tailor's chalk
at the ready

Colour Sgt Wilson, a Master Tailor
since 1978.

He was firstly Master Tailor to
the Coldstream Guards Regi-
mental HQ in London, then held
the same post with the Ist
Battalion, moved to the Guards
Depot three years ago and is now
back in London as Master Tailor
to the 2nd Battalion, Coldstream
Guards in Wellington Barracks.

““I believe I have served every-
where possible fora Master Tailor
to serve within a regimental
environment,” he said.

And that experience has stood
the test of time at Pirbright with
its 54 available sizes to fit the quirks
of differing physiques.

One rule he has insisted on
maintaining is one where the
military under his command wear
uniform when on duty behind any
of the half-dozen Japan-made
Singer sewing machines or in the
adjacent pressing room.

He explained: “If we were not
in uniform then people would

Continued on page 34
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simply refer to us as those civvies
in the bloody tailor’s shop.’ That’s
just not on.”

An instant-glance chart had been
meticulously devised to size-up
within seconds the initially gang-
ling or otherwise youngsters
waiting for their first fittings. ...
often up to 150 at a time. A clothing
manoeuvre which could take up to
five hours.

Scanning a line to outfit a tall
teenage guardsmen of 188 cm, for
instance, the tale of the typed-out
tape reveals he should have a
112 cm chest, 96 cm waist, size 98
No. 2 Dress, size 31 barracks dress,
size 21 lightweight, size eight
combat suit, size six wet-proofs,
size four cold weather lining, size
three cold weather vest, size three
cold weather dress and size 03
jacket, Highiand Regiment.

The shop was always ready to
help. Particularly on queries
relating to medals. Many of the
lads, for instance, had wanted to
know more about distant forbears’
battle honour awards such as those
in the Sudan of 1898.

One former candidate of the All
Arms Junior NCOs’ Course turned
up at the shop on his senior course
trying to trace a Cyprus medal and
the conditions of its issue ten years
after the event. The shop rum-
maged round and found one. It
was that same Senior NCO’s
personal award! It had lain
undisturbed in the shop for a
decade.

Most queries are usually re-

A press makes perfect, from Lance
Corporal Luke Stevens

solved through the help of friendly
regimental headquarters.

The shop was proud of the fact
it seldom turned people away for
running repairs or whatever. They
worked whenever there was work
to be done. Official hours were
0815 to 1630 but often they would
be on call from 0700 to 1900.

Pre-pass out platoons are also
parade ground checked for spot-on
smartness during rehearsals with
one of the shop’s senior ranks in
close attendance. Tailor’s chalk
ready for deft alteration action on
a cuff, a sleeve or a shoulder.
Amendments incorporated, the
uniforms would be ready for
collection by their graduating
owners 48 hours later.

Odd requests there have been.
Like alterations toa 1915 inherited
suit for an alleged outing by an
officer to a “Gatsby evening.”
These were dutifully done. The
same officer was subsequently seen
in the suit four or five times. There
were no Gatsby evenings known to
be recorded at that time!

Other requests that have come

‘the way of the obliging Tailor’s

Shop were for specialcoats . . . dog
coats. Usually made out of old
combat DPM cloth.

At the Depot — records show
there have been 47 commandants
since September 1875 — the
WRAC ladies, all 32 of them, come
in for fittings. But there must
always be another woman present
during the sessions.

So an era has ended. A special
dinner has been held with the
invitation of all the traceable

military tailors-in-uniform who |

Max ‘Badger’ Ayton,
ex-Welsh Guardsman

have served at the Depot. Three
dozen commemorative thimbles
have been made and distributed
to mark the milestone of the busy
shop behind the guardroom.
Somewhat ironically, his Lon-
don posting brings Colour Ser-
Corporal John Power (left) gives

Caorporal Richard Bowden a hand
with a tricky badge

geant Wilson out of uniform and
into a typical “clone officer’s”
half-inch chalk stripe, single-
breasted three-piece suit.

“I already have one,” he
admitted, “from previous appoint-
ments. Now, it seems, I could be
taken for one of these civvies in
the bloody tailor’s shop. It’s a
funny life. And I am only 36.”

‘Wicked’ knows her dnill

AT THE Guards Depot, Pir-
bright there’s a dog that not
only understands words of
command in Swahili...but
salutes, too!

Such is the talent of Mkora
— “wicked” — the pride and
parade ground joy of platoon
commander, Captain Mark
Coreth, Blues and Royals.

Mkora has become some-
thing of an unofficial canine
star complete with her own
combat jacket and beret.

“She knows lots and lots of
words in Swahili”, said Captain
Coreth, an officer with keen
East African interests. “She

also understands the soldiers’
vernacular expressions of re-
quests to leave one's pres-
ence.”

Mkora was fitted out with her
personalised combat kit cour-
tesy of the Depot Tailor's Shop.
Her dark beret was hand-made.

The Staffordshire Bull Terrier
apparently lives up to her name
according to her doting owner.
“She is desperately wicked,”
he enthused.

The sartorial talents of the
Tailor's Shop were called in
when officer Coreth wasdue a
stint of battlefield training on
the Stanford Principal Training

Area. The dog, too, just had to
be kitted out like her master.

During SOLDIER's visit when
an obedient, doe-eyed yet
attentive Mkora was being put
through her paces, the canine
was on an off-day. Some
stiffness in ane of her back legs.
Still she obliged, haunches
squared to the pavement.

If not for the master, the
honour of the regiment had to
be upheld during the saluting
photo-call. Justanotherday in
a VIP — Very Import Pooch —
dog’s life at the depot.

Pictures by Terry Champion

Commemorative thimbles, to mark a milestone A

'8

. Serviceman’s wife Mrs Dianne

Gant shows Corporal Richard
Bowden her work
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Author John Laffin, who has just
produced his 100th book, tells
Graham Smith

WAR IS
NORMAL

APRE-DESTINED association
with the turmoil of war, on
active service and in peace-
time, seems to have become the
indelible hallmark of com-
monality to an Australian
family with a famous son over
the past seven decades.

Namely, the Laffin family
and, particularly, the life of
distinguished historical author,
journalist and lecturer, Dr
John Laffin, UK-domiciled for
the past 30 years, who has just
turned out his 100th book...
more are in the firmly pro-
mised offing.

The significant 100th ‘Bras-
sey’s Bartles, 3,500 Years of
Conflict, Campaigns and Wars
from A to Z,’ totalling 496 pages
with 80 diagram maps and costing
£22.50.

Twenty years in its painstaking
compilation by the Australian-born
author, this encyclopaedic volume
is said to be “‘the most compre-
hensive of its type ever published.”
In it, Dr Laffin — MA, D Litt —
has assembled more than 7,000
entries covering armed conflict
since the beginnings of recorded
history (the battle of Megiddo of
1469 BC, for instance) to the latest
like the Falklands and the Lebanon.

His staggering century of illus-
trious book titles coincides with
the 100th anniversary of Brassey’s
Defence Publishers, part of the
Pergamon Press group.

A far cry of success from his
“down under” world of 55 years

Hazelle Laffin, his “secret weapon”
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ago when history teachers would
call him to the front of the class to
tell them a war story, more often
than not those involving a night
raid or similar escapade.

For John Laffin had what he
terms as an ‘‘early exposure” to
the world of war, being greatly
influenced by his parents both of
whom had seen action in the First
World War.

His father, Charles, was an
infantry officer while his mother,
Nellie, was an Army nursing sister
at Gallipoli during the tragic
happenings there to his country-
men.

Laffin junior himself volun-
teered for the 2nd Australian
Imperial Infantry and war service
which would involve him in a
“particularly awful” jungle cam-
paign in Papua — New Guinea
(The Kokoda Trail) when he lost
6% stones in weight.

He was later a commando
instructor and it was while
recuperating from his jungle
ordeals that he met wife, Hazelle,
a Red Cross worker and now his
typist-secretary-production fact-
otum at their Powys, Wales
home . .. and his “secret weapon”.

Over the years, millions of words
have poured through the type-
writer keys onto paper. Often, he
is working on three books at a time,
all at differing stages of production
and all thanks to his early
background in the “tough school”
of Australian journalism.

He once wrote a book in four
days and four nights. ‘“The
publisher wanted a book and I
needed the money”, he says.

Dr Laffin never uses the services
of researchers when working from
his home with its 10,000-strong
reference book library and exten-
sive picture referral service.

He prefers to do it himself
coupled with the help of his
enthusiastic wife who reads and
checks everything for clarity by
way of explanation. Help which
often results in margin notes.

Dr Laffin is quite clear about
his view of war. “War, in fact, is
normal. It may not be desirable
but it is normal for the time in
which we live. That’s as far as
man’s brain has evolved.

“I’m interested in the leadership
and behaviour of men of various

John Laffin, 20 years work in his 100th book

nations in battle. I believe war
needs to be explained in a clear
and simple way. Italso happens to
be man’s most consistent and
compulsive activity.”

So says the writer who has
observed ‘many conflicts at close
quarters particularly those in the
Middle East, the last providing
the themes for 14 of this book titles.

His book, “Fight for the
Falklands™, was he says, the first
book in paperback to be published
on the conflict. It sold 85,000
copies, say the publishers.

With 100 books behind him, Dr
Laffin has no intention of slowing
down. Of the grand total about 40
concern war and military history.
One book he would very much
like to compile is that concerning
what he calls the “butchers and
bunglers” of the First World War,
be they German or British.

But of his latest ‘Brassey’s
Battles’, he said: ““Its preparation
had two main difficulties —
verification of traditional facts and
figures and decisions on precisely
what degree of conflict constitutes
a ‘battle’. Wartime statistics are
notoriously suspect.

“Each side minimizes its own
casualties and other losses while
exaggerating those it inflicts on
the enemy. Opposing ‘facts’ of a
battle can be startlingly different.

“Later historians often fail to
do their own research and perpe-
tuate the errors of earlier ones.
Ancient recorders speak of millions
of men being involved in certain
combats with casualties in the
hundreds of thousands. We know
that in many cases these figures
are grossly incorrect and where

verification is not possible I quote
statistics as traditional or as
claims.”

Few wordsmiths are better
qualified to pass such an opinion;
a man who has his own museum of
“battlefield archaeology” artefacts.
And all of it new. Turned up by
spade after years of soil-embalmed
obscurity.

As details of his latest “launch”
were being announced, he already
has number 101 in the pipeline, an
up-dated re-write of his earlier
work ‘Digger’ first written in 1958.

Dr Laffin is proud of his own
‘Digger’ background and the men
of 2 AIF, the volunteers, and thus
the strength and elite of the unit.

The jungle had not only seen
the indomitable Laffin in action
but also the five-week Syrian
campaign of 1941.

He will not give up writing . ..
ever.

Dr Laffin explains why. “I am
writing because I must. It is a
biological necessity. I am a man of
creativity. I’m also a great advocate
of the British soldier. I believe in
him and the British Army, though
I am not always in agreement with
the leadership of the First World
War.

“I feel I’m bequeathing know-
ledge to the nation and the world.
Especially about the common
soldier. I want to leave a memorial
for him.”

Who could do it better and with
such dedication? Those school-
teachers of yesteryear would be
really proud of their young
protégé raconteur turned world-
famous author.



REVIEWS

HITLER’S LAST
DESPERATE ATTEMPT

THE best kept secret of surprise
attack on land in the Second World
War was undoubtedly the German
build-up and lightning advance in
the Ardennes in December 1944,

A week before Christmas, 600,000
Germans who had assembled
secretly over many weeks with all
their armour and logistic tail,
suddenly thrust through the
American lines and headed in two
Panzer columns for Brussels and
Antwerp, intent on reaching the
Channel coast.

Allied information services were
completely hoodwinked. Eisenhower’s
whole command was stunned. This was
Hitler’s last desperate attempt to break
the Allied forces and it nearly
succeeded.

That it was a fully thought out plan
to regain the initiative is shown by the
elaborate thoroughness that incorpor-
ated a “fear campaign’’ in its structure,

This included a small parachute drop
behind the Allied lines and the
penetration of about a dozen long range
Jeep teams. All were dressed in
American uniforms, spoke English and
set out to cause havoc through sabotage
and a spy scare.

They succeeded only too well.
Americans distrusted every GI
stranger, arresting many, even a
general.

Eisenhower was confined to his
headquarters compound at Versailles
and escorted everywhere within it,
being under threat of assassination.

Nobody was trusted; orders were

Tanks of the “last desperate
attempt” which came to an abrupt
halt

questioned; requests (for ammunition
and reinforcements, for instance) were
queried or refused.

The scare even crossed the Channel,
it being said that prisoners of war in
England were concerned in an elaborate
plot to break out and seize arsenals and
keypoints, and were to be assisted by
air.

The advance guard of the Panzers
included 200 specially assembled
English speaking Germans in tanks and
vehicles camouflaged to resemble US
armour. They, too, wore American
uniforms. They were commanded by
the notorious but brave SS giant Otto
Skorzeny who had rescued Mussolini
in Italy.

In the event this party never broke
through to accomplish their ‘wooden
horse” role, but the parachutists and
the jeeps created real havoc.

The Americans lost 77,000 and the
British 1,500 before this dramatic push
was halted.

The author of this book records the

main story and the many background
incidents vividly.
Ardennes: The Secret War by
Charles Whiting, Published by Century
Publishing Co Ltd. Price £10.95.
—GRH

CHURCHILL
COMMANDED *“SET
EUROPE ABLAZE”

WAR is a conflict between the
armies of nations, but writers still
record each historic struggle as a
series of separate battles, sieges
or stalemate situations (as in
Flanders in the First World War).
Strategy and tactics play their
parts, and politics a greater or
lesser role. But no war is simple

and straightforward, and the
Second World War was much more
complicated than any previous
conflict.

Commanders still controlled divi-
sions, brigades, battalions. Artillery,
engineers, infantry each had their
traditional parts to play, but interwoven
with them all were a host of smaller
units with specialist tasks to perform.
Each was secret to some extent and
some absolutely so.

Because of their secrecy the records
of most are sparse, some non-existent
and the facts of their existence at all
have only slowly come to light as
information has been released piece-
meal.

After Dunkirk Churchill ordered the
formation of small Commando units.
He wanted 20,000 ‘storm troops’ in
small parties ready to “‘spring at the
throats” of enemy landing in Britain
by sea or air,

Instead they were sent forth to make
pin-prick attacks in many parts of
Axis-held territory when Churchill
ordered “Set Europe Ablaze!” Para-
chute troops, too, began training and
operating in secret, but developed into
a huge airborne force.

There was eventually an extraor-
dinarily large number of small units
criss-crossing the main armies and
performing all kinds of specialist tasks.
Among them the Long Range Desert
Group in Africa and Italy, the Long
Range Penetration Group in Burma,
Popski’s Private Army, Merrill’s
Marauders, Wingate’s Chindits, the
‘Cockleshell Heroes’ (canoeists) and
others, whose task was to penetrate
and seek information or to sabotage.

There was the SAS and the SBS.
The SOE, Special Operations Execu-
tive, went into Europe in tiny parties
and expanded to 10,000 (maybe 20,000,
no one knows) and really “‘set Europe
ablaze” by aiding and leading under-
ground movements.

There was the Twenty, or XX,
Committee (ie the Double Cross) which
turned large numbers of spies and used
them effectively.

There were secret teams intercepting
messages, both in active operations in
the field and in higher echelons. The
successful British Ultra decoding
machine (the existence of which was
not disclosed until 1974) which beat
the sophisticated German Enigma,
required many small teams for recep-
tion and decoding, and other liaison
teams for recoding and delivering to
commanders vitally concerned.

There was also Magic which broke
the Japanese codes, the Y Service, the
J Service and others. Deception and
camouflage teams set up mock vehicles

Bl

Raiding party of the Long Range
Desert Group

and trucks, even a mock harbour which
was, indeed, bombed instead of
Alexandria in Egypt.

They even produced a mock army
with armour and artillery and full radio
traffic in South East England which
utterly deceived the Germans into
withholding troops from Normandy.

These now make fascinating stories

enhanced by the personalities of their
‘Mad Jack' leaders and brilliant
personnel. They were often a pain in
the neck to orthodox commanders and
they did make for a complicated war
— but they accomplished magnificent
work and the tales about them are
thrilling.
The Secret Forces of World War II
by Philip Warner. Published by
Granada Publishing Ltd. Price £9.95
— GRH

BOOKS IN BRIEF

Sharpe’s Regiment, by Bernard
Cornwell, published by Collins.
Another in the series of Sharpe books,
this one a fictional account of Major
Richard Sharpe and the invasion of
France in 1813, following the hero
through his adventures to find the
missing Second Battalion of the South
Essex Regiment and return with them
to fight the enemy. Price £9.95.

The Tunnellers, by Raymond Hitch-
cock, published by Constable Publi-
shers. Novel about two young sappers
whose perilous task is to prepare to
blow the Germans sky high from the
maze of galleries and passages under
the sodden trenches and dugouts of
the Western Front during the First
World War. Price £7.95.

Mission with Mountbatten, by Alan
Campbell-Johnson, published by
Hamish Hamilton. Re-issue in paper-
back of an account by Lord Mount-
batten’s Press Attache in India of the
transfer of power there. Price £5.95.
Journal of the Waterloo Campaign,
by General Cavalie Mercer, re-
publication by Greenhill books. The
story follows Mercer and G Troop
Royal Horse Artillery from their
landing on the Belgian coast to their
entry into Paris after Waterloo. Price
£14.95.

Napoleon’s Campaigns in Mini-
ature, by Bruce Quarrie, published
by Patrick Stephens. Paperback guide
to the Napoleonic Wars 1796-1815.
Price £5.99.

Rainbow Soldiers, by Walter Win-
ward, published by Hamish Hamilton.
Novel based on a ficticious battalion in
the Falklands. Price £8.95.
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MEDALS EVERYWHERE
We have been reading quite a lot in
SOLDIER recently about medals.
~ Why is it that most places a soldier
goes to nowadays he gets a medal for
it?

Myself and thousands more troops
were in Egypt in the Canal Zone in the
early 1950s when the trouble started. I
am sure it was quite as dangerous as
being in N Ireland.

I first started. readmg SOLDIER
when I was in Germany at the
beginning of 1947 at 175 TVP RAOC,
just outside Hamburg. — Dick
Pilgrim, 1 Main Road, North
Burlingham, Norwich.

NO POW AWARD

Your correspondent J J Stokes claims
that POWSs taken at Singapore without
firing a shot were awarded the Burma
Star. This is not so! Most of these men
were imprisoned in camps in Malaya
and nowhere were they qualified for
the Burma Star.

This medal was awarded only to
people who served at least six months
in the Burma theatre of operations or,
as in the case of the Royal Navy or
Royal Air Force, were engaged in
operations in, over or around Burma
during or over a six months period.

I do think though that a special medal
should have been struck and awarded
for all these brave men who endured
the horrors and privation of prisoner
of war camps wherever they were. They
suffered more than the actual combat
troops almost without exception. We
have a medal to show we were there.
What have they? Life long suffering in
most cases. — B ] Harris, 1 St Ann’s
Court, Eastbourne Road Pevensey
Bay, East Sussex BN24 6HN.

APPEASEMENT

Letters of Messers Stokes and Buckley
(SOLDIER Feb 24) express the
opinions of most ex-Servicemen re-
garding the paucity of British medal
awards for dangerous active service.

Last year a medal was struck for
‘Multinational Force Observers’
for six months service in the Sinai
Desert.

British recipients were informed it
could not be worn but could be retained
as a souvenir.

However, last June I noted at an
official RAOC parade that a British
officer wore that ‘Multinational Force
Observers’ medal on his service dress
with official British medals.

This year it has been announced in
RAF NEWS that a medal will be
struck for issue to air and ground crews
of Bomber Command who served
during the 1939-45 war. That award is
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approved of by RAF HQs Air Marshal
Bennet. A miniature of that medal is
also struck.

Last year the American Forces who
served during the short lived Grenada
insurrection were awarded a service

medal and some decorations.

Discontent was caused by the non-
issue of a general service medal for the
post-war years of active service in the
Suez Canal Zone which cost many
British lives during the same period
that the Army General Service medal
was awarded for service in any district
of Malaya.

The omission of a GSM award for
Canal Zone active service was accepted
by the garrison as blatant appeasement
to the then hostile Egyptian govern-
ment and had a demoralising effect on
British Forces. — R Rimmer GC, 27
St George’s, Chester, CH1 3HG.

WORTHWHILE COURSE

With this letter I hope to bring attention
to a group whose work, I feel, goes
largely unrecognised.

Having completed nine years’ service
with The Life Guards, I had the good
fortune to attend the Police Service
course at No 2 Resettlement Centre in
Aldershot. I have since then success-
fully applied to join the Sussex Police
Force, and I would like to thank all the
staff in the General Studies Wing for
their invaluable advice and experience.

Particular praise must go to Major
(retd) George Beaumont who oversees
the day-to-day running of that parti-
cular course. His dry, down-to-earth
and sometimes hilarious presentation
of the facts of life involved in joining
the Police, made it one of the most
interesting and useful courses I have
attended.

To conclude, 1 must say to anyone
leaving the Services, and who is entitled
to a resettlement course, TAKE IT,
you'll not regret it. — LCOH Alex
Nicholson, The Household Cavalry
Regiment, Hyde Park Barracks,
London SW7.

ASSAYE

Mr Preston suggests (SOLDIER
March 10) that the title Assaye given
to certain regiments, would make
‘interesting reading’. Wellesley (later
Duke of Wellington) defeated the
Maratha at Assaye in Sept 1803.

The East India Co presented an
honorary guidon to the 19th Light
Dragoons and honorary Colours to the

~ 74th and 78th Foot (now the 15/19th
- Hussars, RHF and QO Highlanders

respectively) in recognition of their

service. The elephant was part of the
presentation.

In 1808 the 76th Foot (now Duke of

- Wellington’s) were presented with the
elephant for services to the East India
Co.

The numerous battle honours of the
Royal Artillery are combined in one
word ‘Ubique’.

In about 1925 the batteries of the
RA added chosen battles to their
numbers. The 10th chose Assaye.

Their forebears were there too! —
G Percival, East Dean, Old Dam-
son Lane, Solihull, West Midlands,
B92 9ED.

NAME THEM ALL

With respect to all who write to you on
the subject of the names of the fallen
on war memorials in towns and cities;

- much has been said through the letters

pages of SOLDIER over the years,
including letters from myself.

I have attended parades and services
at many towns over SE England and
find the majority of war memorials do
NOT have names of the fallen in the
1939-45 war on them.

In most cases the names of the
1914-18 war are there, followed by a

citation to include those who gave their -

lives during 1939-45.

Except for villages and the small
towns, the policy of naming individuals
has not been fully carried out.

The point made in SOLDIER
(March 10) is correct. All names should
be included up to the present time,
because all have made the same
sacrifice,
 Yet who can we blame, especially
these days when the answer would be
the cost financially.

Recently the town of Sevenoaks in
Kent has refurbished its war memorial
and had all the names of those who
gave their lives up to the present time.

So very many of us do appreciate
such thoughtfulness. Devotion is
rewarded by devotion being acknow-
ledged. Trouble is so many people have
this opposition to anything relating to
war that they fail to understand what
has been done for Right, Freedom and
Justice, by those who also did not want
war.— A R Blake, 17 Shears Green
Court, Haynes Road, Northfleet,
Kent DALl TJR.

RARE REGIMENT

Referring to SOLDIER (March 10),
this may interest the older readers.

In 1935 the lst Hampshire (now

Royal) gained the Indian General
Service Medal with clasp “NW
Frontier 1935” and the next year the
new 1936 IGS medal with clasp “N'W
Frontier 1936-37".

This gave the regiment the distinc-
tion, rare among British units, of having
the last of the famous old 1907 IGS
medals and the first of its 1936
SUCCESSOr,

Only one other British Regt achieved
the two campaign medals in successive
years, The Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders, who served alongside the
Ist Hampshire in Rawalpindi.

1left the Army after 26 years’ service
in 1948. I have bought SOLDIER since
1948 and am nearly 78. — Tom
Parrott, Wallace Court, Newport,
Isle of Wight, PO30 2DF.

WHY NO DIARY?

As a regular reader of SOLDIER
magazine I wonder why you no longer
include a diary of events like tartoos
etc. I found that it was very helpful

having knowledge of events and dates -

etc. Why do you no longer include this
facility? — John Lomas, 12 Skiers
View Road, Royland Common,
Barnsley, South Yorkshire SF4
0BD.

Sorry Mr Lomas, and others. Compiling
the diary dates ts a very time consuming

task which shortage of staff has compelled

SOLDIER to abandon recently. Ed.

CALCUTTA RIFLES

I refer to Mr A W ] Watson’s letter
(SOLDIER March 10). The Calcutta
Mounted Rifles was (I think) a
predecessor to the Calcutta Light
Horse, which was part of the Auxiliary
Force, India — a territorial force
composed of Europeans.

The CLH — at least some of its
members — took part in a raid on a
German vessel of the Goanese Coast
during WW2. A book was written about
the event as well as a film being made;
the title I've forgotten.

There were various AFI units
throughout India — but I do not think
that they were actually embodied for
active service. As far as I recall they
were mounted. Other units were the
Bombay Light Horse, Assam Valley
Light Horse etc. — H G Bowyer
Major (Retd), Forge Cottage,
Bradley, Alresford, Hants, 8024
9SA.

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards hold
their Old Comrades Association annual
dinner on May 3 at the Surrey Tavern,
Kennington Oval, London. Tickets at
£9 each can be obtained from
Regimental Secretary, Home HQ
QDG, Maindy Barrakcs, Cardiff. Tel:
0222 27611 213. The Combined
Cavalry OCA Parade will take place at
1100 hrs on May 4 in Hyde Park.
RAMC/RADC WOs and Sgts Past
and Present Dinner Club annual dinner
and reunion is to be held on May 10 at
the RAMC Training Group. Details
from RSM, RAMC Training Group,
Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 5RQ.

A combined 15th/16th The King's
Royal Hussars and the Northumber-
land Hussars Squadron Queen’s Own
Yeomanry regimental parade to exer-
cise the Freedom Rights of the City of
Newcastle in the presence of Princess
Margaret, Colonel in Chief 15th/19th
The King’s Royal Hussars, is to be
held on May 10 at 11.15am followed
by a dinner dance in the Banqueting
Suite, Civic Centre, Newcastle upon
Tyne at 7pm. Tickets and further
information from Major B O Sim-
monds, Home Headquarters, 15th/
19th The King's Royal Hussars,
Fenham Barracks, Newcastle upon
Tyne NE24NP. Tel: Newcastle (0632)
329855.

The Loyal Reg:ment (North Lanca-
shire) the 57th annual reunion,
dinner/dance will be held at the

- Masonic Hall, Saul Street, Preston on.

June 7. Tickets available from the
Secretary, The Loyal Regiment (NL)
Association Fulwood Bks, Preston PR2
4AA. Tel: Preston (0772) 716543 ext
362.

Fiddlers Club. The annual reunion of
the pre-1939 trumpeters RA will be
held on August 1-2 in the RA Mess,
Larkhill. Details from Major | ] Dobbs,
5 Glynswood, Camberley, Surrey
GUI5 1HU. ‘

Su® ¢
Competition Result
The latest £50 to be awarded in
SOLDIER’s HOAY competition goes
to a soldier, Lance Corporal Potts of

‘A’ Coy, 16 Bn RAQC, Bicester, in

Oxfordshire. Congratulations, Corporal
Potts.
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How would you like to win £50 to help pay for your summer holidays?

The pictures below differ in ten details. Find them and you could be £50 the richer. Just circle
the differences in the right hand picture, cut out the whole panel, write your name and address on

it, and send it to SOLDIER.

The competition is open to all readers at home and overseas and the closing date is May 9. The

name of the winner of the £50 prize will be announced in our June 2 issue.
More than one entry can be submitted but photocopies cannot be accepted.

In the case of a tie, the winner will be drawn by lots. No correspondence can be entered into.
Answers to: Prize Competition, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.
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The New Mitsubishi Lancer Estate.
[deal for taking the whole family on manoeuvres.|
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The New Lancer Estate with a 6 year anti-corrosion guarantee.
Please rush me details of the Mitsubishi range of tax free cars. To: The Colt Car Company, Export Dept.,
Watermoor, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1LE Tel: (0285) 5777. SM/7/4/85
Name

Rank

Regiment Uit MITSUBISHI
Address : MOTORS

Leading the way
Tel.No. | Departure date incartenghm)logy
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All those looking for a practical,
economical estate car with enough room
for the whole family, stand easy. .

And direct your attention to the new
Mitsubishi Lancer Estate.

It5 the ideal car for taking the family
on tours in the country, when youte on
a tour of duty abroad.

Because it offers an exceptional
amount of carrying space. In fact, with
the rear seats folded flat, a cavernous
1475 litres. :

So theres more than enough room for
two adults, a squad of kids, and baggage.
Apart from being one of the most
practical estate cars around, the Lancer

is also one of the most economical.

And, as a serviceman, you'll make con-
siderable savings when you buy your car.
You won't be liable for tax or VAT,

If you haven't started your duty
abroad, you can buy your car up to twelve
months before you leave, provided proof
of posting can be supplied.

And we offer fast delivery, finance,
and part exchange.

To find out more about the full
Mitsubishi range, fill in the coupon below.

Or visit your nearest dealer for a
closer inspection.

»



MILITARY CLOTHING
AND EQUIPMENT
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A Féull Rangé of Protective Clothing and llitary
Clothing Manufactured to MOD Standards

Waterproof DPM Suit S.M.L. £23.00
Waterproof DPM 3, Jacket ML £19.25
Waterproof DPM Basher 90" x 65" £16.00
Waterproof DPM Map Case Size closed £9.00
(with pen, notebook pocket, 120x 7
web and hook attachments Size open

24" x 18"

24" x 20" £5.25
40" x 28" £6.50
40" x 36" £7.75

Waterproof clear map case
with zip fasteners

One piece DPM sniper suit S.M.L. £30.00
Northern Ireland leather combat
gloves £13.50

All prices include postage and packing

When ordering please state size, style and item. Allow 28 days for delivery.
Cheques made payable to: SES Mail Order, 33 Greenfinch Close, Eastleigh,
Hants SO5 3JN. Tel: 0703 612417
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FORDS FOR FORCES

The Complete Service
with Attention to Detail
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Endeavour Motor Company
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MAIN DEALER

MAIN DEALER

Telephone Mark Mantey
(0273) 550211

Please post to:

Endeavour Motor Company
90 Preston Road
Brighton, Sussex BN1 6AT
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A secure career +
management prospects

Retiring soon? Then this is your golden opportunity to
start a new career that is not only extremely rewarding
but offers excellent prospects for promotion to
management level.

For the past 25 years part of our company has been
devoted to the requirements of those in the Armed Forces,
not only as clients, but also as staff. We can offer you
security and an income which will allow you to maintain
and improve your standard of living. Our planned
programme of expansion could include you. A great
number of us are ex-Servicemen and many have reached
top management posts which are open to all. We are
represented in all parts of the UK and West Germany and
can accommodate you wherever you choose to live.
Regretfully, we must impose an age limit of 24-45 unless
personally recommended.

To fulfil our plans, we shall need even more top line
Associates so if you are planning for the future, have the
determination to succeed through your own ability and
would like to be part of a continuing success story, we
would like to hear from you.
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Pioneer Mutual

Insurance Company Limited

Pioneer House, Coltishall, Norwich,
Norfolk NR12 7AG. 0603 737771

-
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IS a name
that means a
great deal!

Naafiis...a new colour TV...
an advanced VCR...the latest hi-fi...
a labour saving appliance...
a gift for a special occasion...
new sports clothing or a
quality piece of sports equipment...
with a budget account scheme to
increase your purchasing power.

- i #L I
et

finance for a new car
or caravan...motor insurance...

In addition to the day to day advantages of shopping at Naafi,
there’s a great deal the Naafi customer can count on, so don’t hesitate
to ask your Naafi shop manager for details of the many services
available. He will be pleased to give you written details of

all finance facilities.
There's always a great deal at

LONDON S.E.115QX

life assurance...house purchase...

a4
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For Sale

Daily Mail set 176 postcards, first
world war, in original album £25.
+ Thirty Canadian VCs, pub 1918, £6.
Williams, Berllan Eirian, Eglwysbach,
Colwyn Bay. Tel 0492 67429.
Military history, regimental histories,
campaigns etc, many books available,
send first class stamp for list. M G
Pearson, Book Sales (S2), 13 Aintree
Crescent, Barkingside, Essex, 1G6
2HD.
For Army/Naval/Air Force pipe
bands, bagpipes, chanters, drums, flags,
banners, badges, lanyards, aiguillettes,
cords etc, etc. M H Geoffrey & Co, PO
Box 27, Railway Road, Sialkot,
Pakistan.
Regimental ties, blazer badges,
cufflinks, buttons and medals, cap
badges etc. SAE or IRC for FREE
price list from: Cairncross & Son (Dept
S), 31 Belle Vue St, Filey, North
Yorkshire, YO14 9HU. Tel: Scar-
borough 513287.
Gortex, entrant, cordura, polarfabric
thinsulate, mosquitonet, DPM proofed
nylon and other waterproof and thermal
materials. Wide range zips, thread,
buckles, webbing etc, pattern book.
SAE for samples. Pointnorth (S), 58
High St, Cemaes Bay, Gwynedd. Tel:
0407 711030.
Large selection Foreign Legion, US
and British insignia: knives, berets etc.
Best prices. SAE lists. Batchelor, 1
Hayes Bridge Cottages, Whitewood
Lane, Godstone, Surrey.
1977 Silver Jubilee medal now avail-
able. A superb full-size museum quality
replica, complete with ribbon £18.75
including VAT and postage. Stephen
Kellaway, 30 Coventry Road, Burbage,
Leicestershire LE10 2HP telephone
0455 39262.
Wisewear heavyweight waxed cotton
jackets DPM £39.99, or olive green
£34.99 (XL Sizes add £3). C & D
King Ltd, 27 Meadowbrook Road,
Dorking Surrey. Telephone Dorking
883780 for Barclaycard, Access, COD
Orders or catalogue. Quantity Dis-
counts available.
Beersteins 0.5 litre with crest of unit
made to order at DM10.50 each.
Minimum order 60 pieces, including
all costs. Ask for free sample. Andresen,
D-6251 Runkel, Germany. Telephone
06482 2344.
Postcards, our own exclusive series,
British Forces modern full dress. Latest
issues, Kings Troop RHA and City of
London Yeomanry (Rough Riders)
£2.50 per set, P&P (UK) included.
Send SAE for list of previous sets.
British Model Soldier Society, 21
Spring Rise, Galleywood, Essex, CM2
8SH.
Genuine militaria. January list now
ready of badges, medals, ribbons,
books, special forces, miniature medals
and mess dress badges. Money back
guarantee. Send sae stating interests.
Sunset Militaria, Dinedor Cross,
Herefordshire, HR2 6PF.
Medals full size. We can supply
hundreds of full size medals from
1800-date including WWII Stars,
Defence and War Medals, GSMs,
LSGCs, TEs, UNs etc. Regret no lists,
please write stating interests. Our
service also includes, full mounting
service, ribbon bars etc. B & A A
Mitchell, Unit 127, Market Hall,
Oldham, Lancs.
SAS T-shirts and sweatshirts. Top
quality with embroidered badge. These
are the official shirts as sold by the
Association. T-shirt £7.50, Sweatshirt
£12.95, Access accepted. ABI, 10
Chatham St, Ramsgate, Kent. 0843
602987.

Ol1d issue “Huzif”’, (needles, thread
etc), only £1.50, camo bush hat £4.50
postpaid. 82 Southgate, Gloucester.

42

Miniature medals supplied, mounted
for wear, write or phone for quotation.
Full size medals, decorations bought
and sold. Send 50p for large catalogue.
Wire blazer badges supplied, over 100
in stock. Raymond Holdich, 16 Tudor
Way, Hawkwell, Hockley, Essex 0702
201415.

Military Advertiser magazine for the
militaria collector and enthusiast out
now. Only £2.00 plus 13p stamp for
next 6 issues. Reviews, news and views,
items for sale and wanted etc. Military
Advertiser, PO Box 28, Weymouth,
Dorset, DT4 8XY.

Volunteer Regiments of London. A
splendid new set of six coloured
postcards from paintings by Bryan
Fosten illustrating pre-1914 full dress
uniforms of London Regiments. £1.95
per set (including postage) from: The
Pompadour Gallery, Fairview Parade,
Mawney Road, Romford, Essex, RM7
7THH.
Head-dress badges of the British
Army for sale. The John French
Militaria 32 page catalogue contains
referenced details of head-dress badges
from helmet plates to staybrites.
Sections include Cavalry, Regular and
Territorial Infantry, Yeomanry, Volun-
teers, Militia, Arms and Corps. It 15
published every two months and costs
£1.00 for latest edition and £3.00 for
six editions. Post free worldwide. John
French Militaria, 27A East Street,
Faversham, Kent, ME13 8AS.
Combat Survival (SAS), latest hard-
cover edition. 122 pages — £11.95.
Survival Evasion & Escape 530 pages,
pocket size — £10.95 (Includes p&p)
Outdoorsman’s Bookstore (Dept SC),
Llangorse, Powys, LD3 7UE.
Regimental uniform postcards,
superbly painted in full colour. ‘The
Scottish Regiments’ set now available.
Nine postcards in souvenir envelope.
Send £2.65 for complete set or SAE
for sample postcard. Geoff White Ltd,
11  Embercourt Drive, Backwell,
Bristol, BS19 3HU.

Miniature medals. Superb quality at
competitive prices eg MC/DCM/
DSM/MM (7, Northern Ireland
CSM £4.50, LSGC £4.35, Cadet Force
£5, UN, Cyprus £4, plus postage. UK
add 15 per cent VAT. Compare our
delivered price, SAE for full list,
B & A A Mitchell, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

DIY Waterproof Materials, Ventile,
proofed DPM twill and nylon, moquito
net, cordura, polar fabric, buckles,
webbing, zils, thread, shockcord,
pattern book and much more. Sae for
samples, Pointnorth (S), 58 High
Street, Cemaes Bay, Anglesey. Tel:
(0407) 711030.

1958 Pattern Webbing. Grade One
Belts £3.95, Yokes £4.75. Ammo
pouches £3.50, Kidney pouches £5.99,
Waterbottle covers £2.95 and Large
Packs £6.50. Full 8 piece sets £28.95.
Grade Two (Tatty) Belts £1.99, Yokes
£2.25, Ammo pouches £1.50. Kidney
pouches [£3.25, Waterbottle covers
£1.95 and Large Packs £3.95. 7 piece
sets £14.99. Post £1.50, Mail order
only. Send stamp for large Surplus
Catalogue. Dept S, Joe’s Surplus,
Ashgrove Farm, Ardley, Bicester, Oxon
0X6 9P].

British DPM camouflaged T shirts.
Non-shrink. Sizes M, L, XL. 5%
discount on 10 or more. Free postage.
Cheques etc to Morrell-Rines, 61/63
Churchfield Road, London W3.
Regimental, divisional and military
history books. Regular lists of items
for sale. Also military medals. Collett,
DSB House, 30 High Street, Becken-
ham, Kent BR3 1AY. 01-6508265.
Norwegian Army shirts. Green cotton
zipped roll neck. Popular cold weather
shirt. £10. BK 7 CDO Bty, RM
Condor, Arbroath, DD11 3S].

SAS. Now available SAS T-shirts, S,
Mand L £7.50, XL £7.95. Sweatshirts
S, Mand L £12.95, XL £13.45. Top
quality Sports Shirts, any size £11.95.
100 per cent lambswool sweaters, any
size, £17.95. All prices include p&p in
UK. These garments are all dark blue
and are embroidered with SAS motif,
as sold by the association. These are
top quality garments and all orders
carry money back satisfaction guaran-
tee. Send cash, cheque, postal order or
Access number to: ABI, 10 Chatham
Street, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: (0843)
67816 (24 hours).

DPM Nylon. All manner of products:
Bashas Groundsheet, Jacket, Gaiters,
O/Mittens etc. Plus Bunjies (Cam),
Knives, Compasses, Face veils etc etc.
For details send an A5 sized stamped
self addressed envelope to PO Box 13,
Rossendale, Lancs BB4 8SU.
French Foreign Legion Militaria T-
shirts (velvet relief) insignia uniforms
French Foreign Legion, para, marines,
regimental company and overseas
operation (Tchad, Lebanon) metal
badges. Send £2 for list and picture.
Sidoni, 89 Gloucester Street, London
SW1V 4EB.

War books. £1.10: collector disposing,
SAE for list. Griff Jones, 58 Appin
Road, Glasgow, G31 3PE.

Frame your own medals. 7” x 7" white
gloss wood frame, perspex type glazing.
Takes up to six separate medals.
Removable back. £6.25 cwo includes
p&p (UK and BFPO). State number
of medals, branch of service when
ordering. Arthur Rich, 8 High Street,
Emberton, Olney, Bucks MK46 5DH,
Tel 0234 712568.

Military badges, very fair prices,
brass/B-metal, SSAE please, or send
wants lists. Wilkins, Top Flat, 82
Southgate Street, Gloucester.

Why not try collecting, coronation,
jubilee, school, sports, masonic, buffs,
religious and miscellaneous medal, lapel
badges etc. from £1. Send stamp for
list and free offer to 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead.

British Military badges. For regular
comprehensive sales lists send £1.
Badges always wanted. Castle
Armoury, 31 London Road, Dover,
€T17 OSS.

Superb military uniform prints and
postcards in full colour. Many un-
obtainable elsewhere. Send sae for list
and prices. A Bremridge, 12 Strang-
ways, Larkhill, Salisbury, SP4 8LN.
Guernseys by post. Genuine Le
Tricoteur Guernseys for sale in a wide
selection of colours and sizes. Prices
according to size. Write Mrs Ayre, 90
Africa Drive, Marchwood, South-
ampton SO4 4WF, Tel 0703 870020.
Military Units of Essex. Another
unique set of six coloured postcards
from original paintings by Bryan Fosten
illustrating pre-1914 full dress uniforms
of Essex. £1.95 per set (including
postage) from: The Pompadour
Gallery, Fairview Parade, Mawney
Road, Romford, Essex, RM7 7HH,
GIs Government Surplus 58 Pattern
sleeping bags ex coms £29.95, current
issue blue and green, foul weather skis
Grade one. £14.95 as new £24.95+ (2
pé&p. Full range of BCB survival CQ1
including 20" green para beret £2.50.
Dpm map cases £5.50. Dpm holdall
£6.50 large, £8.50 jumbo + £1.00 p&p.
Government issue stores 305 Holden-
hurst Road, Bournemouth, BH8 8BX.
Tel (0202) 33245.

Regimental Historical Tercentenary
Scroll. Still a few of these collector’s
items left. A handsome, coloured wall
poster measuring 43” x 18” depicting
the uniforms of the Regiment from
1685 — 1985. £3.50 including special
packing tube and UK postage. Overseas
buyers must remit £4 in sterling. RHQ
The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment,
Wyvern Barracks, Exeter EX2 6AE.

New book “Private William Young
VC” (East Lancashire Regiment), 24
pages richly illustrated £2.25, post free.
New Trading House, 42 Fylde Street,
Preston PR1 7AE.

Your own regimental wall plaque
carved in wood 7" x 8”. £10 post paid.
Also plaques of the Royal Canadian
Artillery, Royal Australian Regiment,
Royal Malta Artillery, King’s Own
Malta Regiment. Send sae to Charles
Browne, 112 Kingsbrook Road,
Manchester 16 8QW.

Glass tankards and wine glasses
engraved with badge or crest. Mini-
mum order 40 pieces. Sae for details.
Meridian Marketing, 69a Telscombe
Road, Peacehaven, Sussex BN9 7UB.

Wanted

Sam Browne brace and frog required
in best possible condition. State price
required in reply. Written offers only
please. Andrew Taylor Knight, Pay
Office, | RHF, BFPO 45,

Falklands War souvenirs. Any combat
equipment, clothing, boots, photos etc.
British and Argentinian. Phone Ports-
mouth (0705) 694941, Extension 5404.
Russian and Eastern Block camou-
flage, equipment, badges and uni-
forms. Ex-Rhodesian camouflage
and equipment. Foreign camouflage
and web gear, especially from unusual
or elite units, Special Air-Sea Services,
St George’s Works, St George’s Quay,
Lancaster, Lancs. Telephone (0524)
64204,

Ex-43rd RECCE seeks ‘Toller Re-
ports’ by Jeremy Taylor published circa
1947, also copies Reconnaissance Corps
OCA quarterly journal, Charlish, 132
Park Lane, Carshalton SM5 3DT.
Collector requires British Army
plastic economy badges WW2 issue.
Also cap badge The Gordon High-
landers. Officers feather bonnet 1915
type. Reasonable prices paid. Tel: IOW
0983 854030.

Current H L 1 and Royal Irish
Rangers Officers metal cap badges. Can
purchase or exchange. Frank Whittle,
4 Darnford Close, Parkside, Stafford,
ST16 1LR.

General

Ever wanted a Title? Become a Scottish
Highland Laird for only £10.00.
Souvenir Land Plots now available in
Historic Highland county of Caithness.
Handsome Land Title-Deed bestowing
the Title ‘Laird’ on owner. A unique
gift. Full details from: S A Survival
(Land), Brothock Bridge, Arbroath,
Angus, Scotland.

Services

Travel Agent. Travel with us from
anywhere to anywhere. Cheapest flights
worldwide (including Cyprus and Hong
Kong). Low prices on all military
destinations. Soldier Travel, 235 Fleet
Road, Fleet, Hants, 02514 24941; 46
Park St, Camberley, Surrey, 0276
681581.

Now is always the best time to buy
your home. Our unique service will
ensure you have the security of a home
to go to whenever you leave the army.
Write now to: Exter Property Invest-
ments, Freepost, Exeter, EX1 1AZ.
CPC Resettlement courses. £116 or
Home Study £49.50. Free Forces
Bursaries available. SAE details:
Friendberry Ltd, Stogumber, Taunton,
Somerset, TA4 3TP. Tel: (09846) 310
any time.

Job Hunting? You never get a second
chance to make a first impression! So
let experts specialising in CVs for
service personnel, professionally pre-
pare your CV to secure that vital
interview. For FREE details of our
confidential and friendly service con-
tact: Impact! 31 Fernham Road,
Faringdon, Oxfordshire SN7 7LB. Tel
0367 20107,
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Money for many purposes. Mortgages,
personal and business loans. Confi-
dential, independent, fast service.
Admiral Finance, Ref SDR, 1 Baldry
Close, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3RF.

A full range of financial services for
members of HMF available from
Barrington Associates. Ring (0292)
262230 or write to PO Box 37, Ayr, for
details, K ] Webb, 156 Caledonia Road,
Ayr KA7 3HR.

Nostalgia Records. Looking for that
hard to find record or maybe trying to
obtain a top hit not available overseas.
Let Nostalgia Records get it for you.
For UK and overseas less BAOR
contact 3 Vale Close, Colchester, Essex.
For BAOR tel Dortmund 0231 216369.
Please enclose sae.

Personal horoscopes, character and
insight into the future for only £1.
Please send date and time of birth and
large SAE to: Mrs A Goodwitch, 7
Coronation St, Crookhill, Ryton-on-

Tyne, NE40 3EW.
‘Harco’ Officers shoe, finest leather
upper, steel toecap, lightweight

moulded polyurethane sole, water and
oil resistant, £28.25 incl P&P. Harco
Ltd, Aston Subedge, Chipping, Camp-
den, Glos, GL55 6QA. Tel: 0386
840776.

Custom handmade knives, dirks, Sgian
Dubbhs, Bowies, survival, hunting. Send
£1.00 for brochure and knife list. Peter
Henry & Son, 332 Nine Mile Ride,
Workingham, Berks.

Direct from glass engraver. Your
regimental badge, rank, name engraved
on tankard £8.00, goblet £14.00,
decanter with tumblers £60.00. Alan
Clarke, 120 Ashbourne Avenue, Aspull,
Wigan, Lancs, WN2 IHN (0942
323197).

All medal and military research, Army,
Navy, RAF, Rolls, Service papers,
awards, ships muster, flying awards,
operations, combats. Cooper, 34
Brandram Road, London SE13 5RT.

Leaving the Services. Cash in on
profitable business. Book brochures
without obligation, “Shop Buying”,
““Raising Business Capital” “‘Business
Money Management”. “‘Home Busi-
ness Guide”, “Home Typing for
Profit”. Enquiries to Marine Books,
24 Felinfoel Rd, Llanelli, Dyfed, Wales,
SAl15 3]G.

Draw tickets. 2000 £22.50p and £5.35p
per 1000 after that. ‘At Home’ cards
raised ink with envelope, 100 £18.20,
250 £25.20. Cwo 7 day dispatch. Servis
Print, Freepost, Basingstoke, Hants
RG24 OBR.

Film to tape. Super 8 Std 8 Film. 135,
110, 126 negatives. Prints and slides
transferred to VHS/BETA video tape.
P Harding, 11 Hare Crescent, Leavers-
den, WD2 7EE. 0923 673775.

Cars/Caravans

Nomad Luxus 750kg 1982 winterised
4-berth awning German specification,
excellent condition, many extras. £2300
ono. SSGT Johnson, 20 Sqn RCT,
RPK Bks, Albany St, London, NW1
4AL. 01-387 3471.

Escort RS 1600i, Silver, excellent
condition. Y reg, 72,000kms, LHD,
driving lamps, fogs front/rear, electric
windows/aerial, central locking, tilt-
ing/sliding sunroof, radio cassette.
Captain Silverlock, 0652 648879.

Holidays

Survival techniques course run by
ex-Forces survival instructors. Six days
outdoor practical training can teach
you to survive without food, water,
shelter or help. One day this course
could save your life. Details from:
The Survivor, 1 Rushton Avenue,
Sunderland, SR2 7TA. 0783 657959,
Plymouth. Comfortable guest home
close to Hoe and all amenities. H & C.
Families welcome. Open all year.
Deva House, 16 Radford Road, West
Hoe, Plymouth, PL1 3BY. Tel: 0752-
662999,

Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, a 21
day, friendly escorted ten person
adventure, visiting River Kwai,
Bangkok, Penang, East Coast, National
Park and Singapore. Details Lapworth,
109 Reedley Road, Bristol, BS9 1BE.
St Tropez. 4/6 berth chalet, own
shower/parking, shop, restaurant,
swimming pool, wooded site, excellent
rates. | E Britton, 162 Formans Road,
Sparkhill, Birmingham B11 3BL.
Bournemouth. Recently converted
s/c holiday flat, close sea, shops, colour
TV, parking. Mrs Cross, 165 Wilton
Road, Salisbury, Wilts. Tel: 0722
28193.

Self catering, well equipped chalet
sleeps two. Private and peaceful. Four
miles Sidmouth, Devon. Bookings
taken March to October. Mrs Shelagh
Nash, Orchard Close, Higher Coombe,
Tipton St John, Sidmouth, Devon
EX10 0AX. 040-481-2360.

St Tropez. 5 berth modern caravan
with large awning, fabulous wooded
site, own parking, shop, restaurant and
swimming pool, 10 minutes from St
Tropez, guaranteed sunshine. J E
Britton, 162 Formans Road, Sparkhill,
Birmingham B11 3BL.

Agay, French Riviera. Private mains
connected Mobile Homes on 4-star site
in beautiful Esterel, heated pools,
restaurant, shop, tennis, riding, golf, 5
minutes drive from Agay Bay. From
£76 weekly. Full details, brochure Mrs
Wilks, 45 Ridgefield Gardens, High-
cliffe-on-Sea, Dorset. Tel (04252)
77220.

Scotland, North Berwick, 4-6 Berth
caravan, clean, comfortable with
awning, shower facilities. One mile to
beach. Further information SSgt
Howarth, 11 St Anns Path, Polton,
Lasswade.

Self catering in Wales. Comfortable
house, fully equipped, sleeps 6. Good
touring base. Safe beach. Apply
Bleasdale, 10 Trenchard Estate,
Parcllyn, Aberporth, Dyfed.

French Riviera, fully furnished mobile
home to let, 3 miles from long sandy
beaches, two bedrooms, full cooker,
fridge, shower, all mains services,
awning, patio, outside furniture. Lt
Col Parsons, Newnham College,
Cambridge (0223) 62273.

South of France. Holiday, green 6
berth luxury mobile homes. From £90
per week, Phone for brochure Sheftield
0742-312038.

Southern Tuscany. Modernised
farmhouse, fully equipped sleeps 10.
Rome and Florence approx 2 hours,
coast 40 mins, from £250 pw. Private
let. Telephone UK (0825) 2769 or 5038.
Great War battlefields. Seven day
summer guided tour of the Somme,
Vimy Ridge and Ypres. £240. Details
from Frontline Battlefield Tours, 10
Ashburton Avenue, Birkenhead,
Merseyside or 051 653 7108 anytime.

House for Sale

Posted to Catterick? 3 bedroom,
semi-detached house, 23 Archdeacon
Crescent, Darlington. Large workshop
to rear front and rear gardens, off street
parking good decorative order, beds,
carpets, cooker, fridge, curtains and
other furniture included. Contact Peter
Frietag Associates, 29A Duke St,
Darlington, Phone Darlington 464068.

Overseas Property

for Sale

Spain — Costa del Azahar — head-
land. Overseas leading developers
specialising in Spain since 1972 offer
properties for sale in all price ranges.
Properties for holidays, investment,
retirement, in one of the loveliest
unspoilt areas in Spain. Details from
K E Beale, 24 Rusts Lane, Alconbury,
Huntingdon, Cambs, PE17 5DN. Tel:
(0480) 890544.

Obituary

Cpl Donald McKenzie, ex-3 Para
Bandsman, died January 27th 1986.
Worked Midland Bank. Funeral was
4th Feb, Aldershot. Royal Scots 1941-
1947, 3 Para 1947-1972. Maureen
Dimech, ‘Lily’, Canon Bonnici Street,
Hamrun, Malra.

House Letting

Houselets offer a complete letting,
management and investment advice
service for residential property through-
out Devon. Write for details to: House-
lets, 40 Newcourt Road, Topsham,
Exeter EX3 0BT. Tel: (0392) 8§75720.
The Servicemen’s Letting and Care-
taking Agency provides a property
management service which is second
to none. Designed by servicemen
specifically for house-owning service-
men in the Surrey/Wiltshire/Hamp-
shire areas. For brochure write or
phone: SLCA Wild Pines, Tekels Way,
Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847.
Also 7 Dando Drive, Marlborough,
Wilts. Tel: Marlborough 54380.
Dorset, including Bournemouth,
Poole, New Forest, areas. Long
established bonded specialist letting
agents taking care of your home,
Brochure from: Michael Scott, 745
Christchurch Road, Bournemouth.
Phone (0202) 37321.

Houselets offer a complete letting
management care and maintenance
service for a residential properties
throughout Devon write for details to:
Houselets 98 Topsham Road, Exeter.
EX2 4RR Tel (0392) 34403.

When you
contact an-
advertiser, tell
him you saw
his ad in

SOLDIER

DISPLAY advertising rates are avail-
able on request. SOLDIER reserves
the right to decline or cancel any
advertisement without explanation,
accepts no responsibility for printing
errors, and accepts no liability or
responsibility for the contents of
advertisements.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

O PRI ORI R ORe - i i S . SOOI - OTCRUONI ARG b o DI ot LRI S LD C0es N I SRS S
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

1 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25

If you need more space, please use sheet of plain paper and attach firmly to this form

VAT AT 15%
TOTAL COST PER INSERTION
X NUMBER OF INSERTIONS

wveersrsseeren. WORDS AT 5p

£.
£
£

COST: 5p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £1. VAT AT 15% MUST BE ADDED.
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE.

Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER,
ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,
HANTS, GU11 2DU

CHEQUE/PO No .....

(Made payable to Command Cashier UKLF)
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CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL
Yeovil, Somerset. Telephone: (0935) 850555

Co-ed. (Age range 11-18) 100+ Pupils. Established 25 years.
GIVE YOUR CHILDREN ALL THE BENEFITS OF A BOARDING
SCHOOL AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD.

Continuity in schooling. Happy ‘family’ atmosphere in beautiful
country. Keep brothers and sisters together. Highly qualified staff.
Small classes and up-to-date labs. Self discipline, good manners
and self confidence. 20 acres grounds and playing fields. Highly
efficient Sea Cadet Unit. Sailing and many activities. We have even
made provision for you to pay by Barclaycard.

Phone or write for free illustrated prospectus. Some vacancies.

ASHBY GRAMMAR SCHOOL,
LEICESTERSHIRE

Caring and traditional boarding house of 32 boys. Has
5 vacancies for year 1986-87. Part of an ancient, state
maintained mixed school. We offer boys of 11-18 years
a friendly, small and caring environment, excellent
facilities and a structured education.
Admission is by interview not examination.
Fees £840 per term incl.

For appointment ring: The Housemaster (0530) 413759

44

Wilton House School

Battle, Hastings
East Sussex TN33 9BS
0424 83234

Co-educational boarding and day school

Head office and Junior school:
senior school: Broomham
Catsfield Place Guestling
Battle Hastings

O and A Levels Q_
13-18 years “y, &

“ong AVEC 0°

5-13 years

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged

when rquired. Computer workshop, swimming pools,

tennis courts, games fields and horseriding. Escort services

to and from airports. Special terms for Service children
additional to Service grants.

Established since 1954.
Apply: The Principal at head office

BOARDING EDUCATION IN HUMBERSIDE

Vacancies 1986/87

Humberside LEA maintain boarding education facilities at the following
comprehensive, co-educational (voluntary controlled) schools catering for
the 11-18 range. Both schools have boarding vacancies for boys and girls.

NORTH BRIDLINGTON SCHOOL, BESSINGBY ROAD,
HUMBERSIDE: BRIDLINGTON, Y016 4QU.

Telephone: 0262 72593

{Head: Mr. G. Howarth, MA).

SOUTH SIR JOHN NELTHORPE SCHOOL,
HUMBERSIDE: GRAMMAR SCHOOL ROAD, BRIGG DN20 8AA.
Telephone: 0652 56551
(Head: Mr. D. H. Coulson, MA).

The schools have thriving sixth forms, offer a wide variety of courses, and
have a strong tradition of university entrance.
Details of boarding fees, facilities and method of entry can be obtained
from the Heads or from the Director of Education,
Schools Management Section, County Hall, Beverley,
North Humberside, HU17 9BA.

—

EDINBURGH MERCHANT COMPANY SCHOOLS
Daniel Stewart’s and Melville College
The Mary Erskine School

BOARDING

Applications are invited for Session 1986/87 to the Schools’ Boarding
Houses from boys and girls aged 10 to 18. The boarding houses
accommodate 65 boys and 25 girls.

Most of the boys live in Dean Park House, a large Victorian
house, with comfortable dining and leisure facilities. Senior boys have
dormitories and common rooms in an adjacent house, linked to the
grounds of the college. Erskine House is an attractive terraced villa

close by and half a mile from The Mary Erskine School. The house is
cheerful and well-equipped with ready access to the facilities at Dean
Park House. The boys and girls are cared for by the Housemaster and
Housemistresses, resident House Tutors and a Matron.

The boarders enjoy a wide range of evening and weekend activities,
with the advantage of Edinburgh and ready access to the rest of the UK
and abroad.

Bursaries are available to help towards boarding fees and parents
are welcome to visit the schools and meet the Principal.

Applicants must satisfy the school entrance requirements. Further
information available from The Principal at Daniel Stewart’s and
Melville College, Queensferry Road, Edinburgh EH4 3AZ (tel: 031-332
7925) or from The Mary Erskine School, Ravelston, Edinburgh EH4
3NT (tel: 031-337 2391).

«*
—— WARMINSTER SCHOOL
e Keeps the family together
Co-Educational Day and Boarding
Junior School 5-12years 120 pupils
Senior School 12-18years 290 pupils

SIXTH FORM ENTRY
SOME BURSARIES AVAILABLE
Prospectus and further details

from
The Master Telephone
Warminster School WAanINSTEFI
Warminster (0985)
Wiltshire BA12 8PJ 213038

The Blue Coat School

BIRMINGHAM
Excellent location and facilities g
Preparation for Grammar and Public A Boardmg and Dav

Schools Preparatory School for
Escorts arranged to meet children boys and girls from 7 to
travelling by rail and air. 14 years

For details of entry tests and
prospectus please telephone:
’ 021-454 1425
or write to:
The Admissions Secretary,
The Blue Coat School,
;  Harborne,
., Birmingham 817 QHR.

TAVERHAM HALL
near Norwich, Norfolk NR8 6HU (Norwich 868206)
IAPS boarding preparatory school for boys and girls 7 - 13.

* Set in beautiful parkland
* Excellent facilities for a wide range of activities

* 120 children in ten small classes

»Fine academic and musical tradition

» Music Scholarship

*12% reduction in boarding fees for children of
H.M. Forces.

Contact the Headmaster, R.S.G. Barton, M.A.,
for prospectus or visit.
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MOFFATS SCHOOL

BEWDLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE

An ISIS/IAPS preparatory school for boys and girls from 7 to 13+, Moffats
is a family school and has close ties with H.M. Forces.
* Small classes and individual care
* All games, and riding on our 200-acre Home Farm
* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term
* Escorts at stations and airports
No vacancies till September 19886. Priority entry for under nines.
Prospectus from

The Headmasters — Telephone Kinlet (029924) 230

- SpeCial Invitation-

\ The Park School (5), YEOVIL, Somerset BA20 IDH J

Come and see how we provide a well balanced and carefully
structured mix of academic excellence and personal development, all
within a caring, disciplined environment where the living Christian faith is
practised. Pupils are boys and girls from 3 to 11, girls up to 16 (18 from
Autumn '86) and girl day and weekly boarders from 8 years plus.

Special bursary schemes

Armed services personnel may be eligible for special financial help
with school fees.
Scholarships

We offer a scholarship/entrance examination for
girls who are between 10 and 12 years of age.
Advice on school fees payment schemes

Details of the excellent schemes offered
through ISIS are available.
To arrange a visit

Telephone David Upton BSc., Headmaster
on (0935) 75468. For a prospectus telephone
(0935) 23514 (24hr. answ.). Overnight
accommeodation available in appropriate
circumstances,

THE PARK SCHOOL

Independent Christian day and boarding school
Boys 3 to 11 * Girls 3 to 16/18

ST JOSEPH’S — IPSWICH

(Near the ports of Felixstowe and Harwich)
Independent Schools (Day and Boarding) conducted by the
De La Salle Brothers — All denominations accepted

JUNIOR SENIOR

5-7 years (mixed) — Day pupils only (', mile from Junior School)

7-11 years (mixed) — Day and Boarding O and A level courses studied
Exceilent facilities. Traditional academic Excellent facilities. Boys only, but girls

education, heated indoor swimming in 6th form. A regular flow of pupils to
pool, sport well catered for, friendly the Oxbridge Colleges. A very well
atmosphere, school set in delightful equipped school. Excellent sports
grounds facilities.

For further details contact: For further details contact:

The Headmaster The Headmaster

St Joseph’s St Joseph’s College

Oak Hill Lane Birkfield

Ipswich (0473) 54927 Ipswich (0473) 50281

ey Lo aAa s woreee e a Lo ha

BURYS COURT PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Leigh, Reigate, Surrey RH2 8RE
BOARDING SCHOOL for 6Y:-14 year-old boys.

Good facilities for learning and sport include SCIENCE and
MATHS labs, playing fields, COMPUTERS and VIDEQ,
gymnasium and swimming pool

INTEREST in SPORT, MUSIC and RECREATION activities
encouraged.

Fees £840 per term,

4
4
L
L
b
Assistance with travel arrangements. >
i
Write or telephone Dawes Green (STD 030678) 372. p

HARDYE’'S SCHOOL

DORCHESTER, DORSET

Voluntary Aided,
All Ability, Upper School for Boys

* Boarding for 40 boys aged 11-18
* Long experience in meeting the needs of
service families
% Boarding fee does not exceed the service grant
% Sixth form of 180. Average of 40 entrants to
degree courses annually
* Wide range of sport; 13 acres of playing fields;
swimming pool; all-weather hockey pitch;
6 hard tennis courts; Sports Hall
% All three services have sections in a large and
old established Combined Cadet Force

Enguiries to the:-

Head Master, P.A. Close, MLA.
Telephone: (0305) 67841

ey ————— . ———————————

MOYLES COURT SCHOOL

Ringwood Hampshire R
ing P IDENTITY LABELS

A co-educational |.A.P.S. School for lin wide khaki labels with your name
children aged 3-12 with boarding embroidered in black capital letters }sin
facilities from the age of 6. Situated high.

on the edge of the New Forest with Overseas UK
lovely grounds, the fine 17th Century Despatch ~ Despatch

1-5 (any name) £1.59 each £1.83 each
6-20 (any name)£1.33 each  £1.53 each
tor high quantities piease write for details
of further discounts.

House offers a warm and friendly
atmosphere. Modern teaching block
offers facilities for small classes with

individual tuition and use of compu- Send cheque/PO to Boddingtons, Doodles,
ters, art room and science laboratory. Cannons Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak,
Tuition scholarships available. Bishop's Stortford, Herts, allowing 28 days
Escorted travel to London and delivery.

Heathrow. Ll

Further information and illustrated
prospectus available from the
Headmistress.

Telephone Ringwood 2856/3157. BUNGEES BY POST
5mm DPM Bungees as used in
T SHIRTS AND the Falklands.
SWEATSHIRTS Set of 4 0.75m bungees £4.30

: Set of 4 1.00m bungees £4.50
rinted to your ) 3 :
offﬁrgggign (min or aj,;or 15) including postage, packing and VAT

Write or telephone Cheques and enquiries to
F JDESIGN & PROMOTIONS Tent Repair Service
63 Severn Drive, Upminster, 133 Granton Road
Essex. Tel: Upminster 27153 Edinburgh EH5 3NL

THis IS THE FaBuLous PEUGEOT 205 GTi
the car that Motoring Magazines rave about,
and RIGHT NOW IT'S ON SPECIAL OFFER

from ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS
PLUS

LOWEST PRICES ON TAX-FREE

FORDS & TALBOTS

Delivery through selected Main Dealers in
LONDON, SURREY, HAMPSHIRE & MIDDLESEX
Finance and insurance available
NAAFI ® UK BANK LOANS @ DM LOANS
Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:

Advanced Car Exports 15 Clarence Court,
The Broadway, London NW7 4RP. Telephone 01-906 2978

NAME AND RANK . e e e e e e o e e et Shev et S UeS ftaek o
|
I
|

""" Please describe
.. Part-exchange LS
separately e |

A S —— — SN AN S———— — S—
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4
{ TAXFREE EXPORT

“Special Equipment
For Special Operations

SASS MAG No 3
AVAILABLE NOW!

Special DPM Cammo Patrol Sacks

US Special Forces Tiger Stripe
Pattern Cammo Clothing

Buy from CARFORCE for a superb saving,
RHD and UK specification, type approved cars,
delivery UK or overseas, part exchange facilities,

finance, insurance and all documentation
expertly taken care of.
With over 10 years experience in supplying most makes
of Tax Free cars to HM Forces this adds up
to a GREAT DEAL.

YOU WILL SAVE MORE THAN JUST THE TAX

Military, Overseas, Diplomatic Sales
4 Havercroft Buildings, Chapel Road
4 Worthing, West Sussex BN11 1DG UK

DPM Cammo Fingerless Gloves
For Special Activities Units

Plus lots more special kit
Plus lots more standard kit
[0903) 213559 Telex: 877529 SLIPAY G

\-——-—-_——-_/

For free copy of illustrated
SASS MAG No 3 send large SAE to

T R —

BADG‘ES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ial Ai i
PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE CHARGES Specal Air Sea Services

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at£9.95each. Also Salm Gaﬂrgﬁs wnrks
attractive WALL PLAQUES at £12.31 and CAR BADGES at £12.08 each. i
REGIMENTAL TIES (striped design) at £4.73 each (RA FLASH £5.64). Crested sa"“ Geurges uuav
designs £6.10). Send SAE for Services Price List. Lancasler Lanﬂs

’
D J Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valiey Drive, Brighton, 2
BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only, TB'B[I'IUITE (0524] 54204

BUYING

ABROAD?
Send for information from
carefully selected Rheal Estate
A ts and have the oppor-
SPECIALISTS tu%?'{;f to mneet [jetired s%rv;ce—
men in residence before
MOTOR - B.F.G. makinglgnany decisions
T'SHIRTS " UK. & LET US Martin Monk, Murivance House,
L 2 OVERSEAS GIVE YOU The Murivance, Shrewsbury,
an d g 2 KIT COVER A Shropshire,
HOUSEHOLD FREE Telephone: (0743) 64108.
SWE T LIFE y QUOTE Evenings: (0743) 65493
HOLIDA
A SHIRTS HORSE COVER
Sovereign Insurance Services, T' S ”’ R T:
The Pack , Larkhill.
5 SILK SCREEN Wi s g W SWEATSHIRTS
PRINTED 10 YOUR e e S
OWN DESIGN Printed to your own design

9 Hatton Place, Hatton Garden,
G ET London EC1N 8RU.
Tel. 01-405 0960/4127

(min. order 20 shirts)

8 GIFTSWITHA

* Top Quality Shirts E PROMOTION!

© Fast, Efficient Service 1:08. DIFFERENCE
b ey 3 BY POST
* Free Proof Garment ICHAMPAGNE!

% s 5
Free Desrgn Service S;:lms.chocolatesandflowers. Personal
gifts for any celebration — birthdays,

* UK/WBI’MWMB Deflvew anniversaries, Mother's Day, Father's
Day, Easter, etc., or just a surprise for
your loved ones. We can post a gift,

wrapped with an attractive §ift card with

Ly i A
Horgg awTVY
CARIBBEAN GUNNERS

For free information package contact:

. your personal message, anywhere in
SPRINTPRIN e Ul
S A S PROMOTIONS Remember Me
i R ; Room 32, 555 Lea Bridge Road Marlborough House, 25a Fore Street
15/16 Cambria Bridge Road, Swindon SN1 5LH, Wilts. T gl SR, vt B30 A
Telephone: (0793) 695766 Telephone 01-556 4810 (02372 71800) (24-hour service)
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CASHS NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt
3 doz (same name) £5.12
6 doz (same name) £5.70
12 doz (same name) £7.30

Please enclose cheque/PO pay-
able to Boddingtons.

Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering
Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop's
Stortford, Herts.

FOR SOMEONE
SPECIAL

10 Superior carnations or 25
Freesias fresh from our Nursery
posted to anywhere in the UK for
£5.50. Please forward your per-
sonal message and cheque to:
Plaisir d’Amour Nursery
Plaisance Road, Guernsey.
Tel: 0481 64697

Able-LABELS

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No. or any
words you need up to 6 Lines
1000 Self Adhesive Labels 19 x 40mm
Black on White geng Black on Gold

Payment
£3 2 5 with Order £4 00
- TODAY! "
.. or Phone - Write for Leafiets & Samples

Labels stick to Paper, Cassettes, Glass, Metal
Wood. etc. All prices include post & packing

Able-WOVEN 24 72 Black on White
. Name Tape®) oy £3.50
100% Polyester, Wash-Dry Clean

One line only up to 30 woven letters/spaces
For School, Uniforms, Workwear etc
Order in CLEAR BLOCK CAPITALS
with payment TODAY! Del. 21 Days.
Steepleprint Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - Tel 0604 810781

SWEAT SHIRTS
TEE SHIRTS

— screen printed
with your design
L Min. Qty. only 12
24 Hour Phone

for Price List

Est. 1973 Phone (0908) 311105
ADNlerTees S

96-97 STRATFORD ROAD
WOLVERTON,

MILTON KEYNES MK1251.X

("BEST PRICES

N
& DELIVERY YISTA TOM Mc CLEAN
FREE DESIGN tie EX PA
SERVICE company RA

. KING OF ROCKALL
Self-catering adventure centre. For
only £25 per head per week for
groups 24 soldiers we offer
accommodation, - electric, boats

and canoes, all inclusive.
AR BOOK NOW — For brochure:
R ik Ardintigh, Loch Nevis, Mallaig
5113/4/5/6 28 High Sirest West Scotland. Telephone 0687 2274
W Surrey RH1 3EA
DRAB PASSION PACK

A Present for Her
A Treat for You

SATINSILKY BRIEFS, matching garter suspender
belt and garter in box with matching stockings, red,
blue, black, white and pink — £7.95. FISHNET
STOCKINGS SET, matching garter suspender belt
and garter with fishnet briefs to maich, colours
white and black — £8.95. SOFT NYLON BABY
DOLLS, trimmed with glittering Lurex — white
only — £13.95. Size women’s (34-3Rin).
Send your message and destination to or send £3 for
owr fabulous full-colour catalogue (refundable)
Francoise Fashions, 2 Church Place, Stanwix, Carlisle,
Cumbria CA3 9DN

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
SEND FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Lees Road,

Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone 051-546 5161/2.

JEREMY TENNISWOOD

International Specialist Militaria Dealer

Firearms Antique and modern, for shooters and collectors
Swords Modern dress and collectors of all types
Bayonets World selection, Comprehensive stock. Trade
lines and occasional lists!

Medals British and Commonwealth, full size and miniature
Regular lists

Medal Ribbon British, Commonwealth and foreign; listed
possibly Britain’s most comprehensive!

Cap Badges and Helmet Plates British and Commonwealth,
military, fire and police. Occasional list

Cloth Insignia LIST. Mostly British, some Commonwealth
SAE or $1.00 Bill US; for reply

28 Gordon Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 IND

Tel: 0252 319791

rBADGEs Wire, Silk and\
Lapel Badges,
Stickers, Flags and Car Badges, Club
Ties, Tie Pins and Cuff-Links, Plagues,
Shields and War Medals. Crested Table
Mats and Pocket Lighters. We offer
comprehensive service for Crested
articles.
S.A.E. for details

KAYSONS
19 Glencoe Avenue, liford IG2 7AL

The Top Quality range
of personalised printed shirts

T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Interprint

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of Post Service

Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £12; MC/DCM/MM/
QGM: £8; OBE/MBE/BEM: £6; MSM:£5;
LS & GC: £4.50; Coronation/Jubilee
Medal: £5; UN Cyprus: £4; S/Atlantic +
rosette: £3.75; GSM GV IR with clasp: £6;
GSM/CSM with clasp: £4.50; Second War
Stars: £1.50 each; Defence/War
Medals: £2.75 each.
Miniature Mounting Bars for D.LY.
Mounting: 1 Medal 40p, 2—50p, 3—55p,
4-65p, 5—75p and 6—85p.
plus 16% V. A. T. (U.K. customers)
and 50p postage

* 7-day medal mounting service for full-
size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’
and ‘court’ style.

* Full-size medals supplied

* Wire Blazer Badges

* Mess Kit Badges

* Cap Badges

* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars, etc.

Competitive prices. First-class quality
and delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists:-

MINIATURE MEDALS (SM),

30, COVENTRY ROAD,

BURBAGE,

LEICESTERSHIRE. LE10 2HP,

Telephone: (0455) 39262,

for Pubs Clubs Firms
Schools

T-Shirts

Double stitched
seams

Sweat Shirts
Crew, Vee Neck
Hooded & Jog Suits

Sports Shirts l’faoob
Other Products

Ties, Hats, Lighters.
Stickers, Metal

Sew-on Fabric Badges, :

Aprons, Tea Towels 25

& Tote Bags FD SQMN

FREE DESIGN

LS
SERVICE s

MINIMUM
ORDER-ONLY I2

Please send me your ﬂlfj colour brochure
& details of your FREE shirt voucher
Name

Address

Dept 52 Dale Street, Craven Arms
Shropshire SY7 INY.
Tel. Craven Arms (05882)
2703 & 2502.

The 1986 48 page full
colour SURVIVAL AIDS
Catalogue illustrates
and describes over
300 items of personal
outdoor and survival
equipment specially
suited to the

soldier, and includes
a new specialist
military section.

ALL first class
quality; ALL
guaranteed; ALL you
need for more
effective performance
all year round.

Weatherproof and windproof DPM outer clothing including
the new Ventile jackets and trousers - warm but smart inner
clothing - sleeping bags, bivi bags and tents - rucksacks -
compasses - torches - tools - knives - water purification and
cooking equipment - and much more.

Now FREE! For the first time you can be sent this unique
Catalogue free of charge —and in addition customers
receive FREE the quarterly colour magazine ‘Survival News’.
Complete the coupon and mail today.

SURVIVAL AIDS

Survival Aids Limited, Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ

-------------------------------------->{

To Survival Aids (C) Limited, Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ.
Please send me the 1986 Survival Aids Catalogue.

NAME

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

BLOCK CAPITALS SL

VO VIV IVIVIVII A
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only £19.95. SAVE
£10. OR CAMO
VERSION

KH542 paramilitary Survival Knife 6"
surgical steel blade, waterproof compariment

in hollow alloy handle for matches etc. .
Heavy black leather scatbard £1995.

includes stone. Reduced lo

scalpel, slone, sig
Chaice of black finish or ol

KM28 sungle Survival

Reduced :Oqﬁnly £29.95 KMB&“
with Survival kit
Save £10

SURVIVAL KNIFE

ncredible value. Approx 25 uses
shngshot, compass, harpoon
irtor. spear, fishing gear elc
e drab. 5" slainless blade,

ceccece. SOLDIER MART

[ T-Shirts
Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print
service
The very best personalised printed
arment service from THE HM Forces
pecialists. All prices are inclusive of
Design; Screen, Carriage and (UK Only
VAT . (e.g. UK 10-24 price ONLY,

KM80 Biack or Camo Finish

Survival Knife - Survwal

e pages of colour catalogue available - send
£1Tor our range of blank firing weapons, air
guns, crossbows, swords, knives, rifles and

sholguns.

SCALENA

Crally designed for the American

7" phosphale coaled sawback blad
SCrewdrivers in crossquard, claw hammer/ ¢
pommel. camo scabbard includes magnesiur
lighter, compass, saw and survival kit
A very high quality knite

Dept.Sol,3 Medway Buildings, Lower Road,

Forest Row, E. Sussex. Tel: 034 282 4433

SPORTS

SCOTTISH IRISH
GAELIC

The World's largest selection of
Scottish, Irish and Gaelic Music
cassettes always in stock.
Send 50p postage stamps for
our brand-new mail order
catalogue. Overseas enquiries
welcome.

Department §

CASA CASSETTES LTD.

® English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.

Vista Houss. 28 High Street, Merstham
Surrey RH1 3EA. Tel: Merstham 5113/4/5/6

325 Saucniehall Street
\ Glasgow G2 3HW

J

COREES FERRY SERVIGE

ALCONBURY, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE17 5HF
Specialists to HM Forces, Relations and Retired Personnel

BUY a “Sealink” ticket % SAVE 10% on the fare
* AND A CHANCE TO %

WIN A WEEK-END TRIP FOR2 TO PARIS ON
“THE ORIENT EXPRESS"!

For further information on this offer plus all other concessions
Telephone 0480 891435 (4 lines) between 0830 and 1900 daily

—

N EW! WATERPROOF COMBAT SUITS
gs. PURPOSE DESIGNED BY EX-PARAS.
® BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE OR IN
OLIVE-GREEN 4 0Z PROOFED NYLON.
TOP QUALITY ONLY. .
SUCCESSFULLY TESTED IN ALL £f
ADVERSE WEATHER ;
CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN &
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.

The Jacket: Well proportioned cut with
two breast pockets, one of which in- .
corporates a pen or pencil compartment. W
Two larger lower pockets. Each of the
four pockets has rain flap held by inner
press studs, opening front with full length
heavy duty zip (non corrosive) elasti-
cated rear waist and lower draw strings,
sleeves fitted with inner storm cuffs. Col-
lar and elasticated hood attached.

The Trousers: Elasticated waist and two
entry trouser pockets. The complete suit
when packed in the pouch provided mea-
sures 12"x7"x 3", The suits are designed
in 3 sizes — Small, Medium and Large

Guaranteed top quality.

Price: complete suit £38, jacket only

£28, trousers only £12.

12}% discount on orders of 10 and over.

Designed by ex-members of the
Parachute Regiment

JAMIE WOOD LTD, DEPT SN, CROSS ST, POLEGATE,

SUSSEX. TEL: 03212 3813,

48

w/saw teeth’12" overall in scabbard

KM660 PIK 660
RAMBO type de luxe
HUNTER. £49.95

Similar design can cost
over £170! High quality
heavyweight {over %
kilo} knile, with 10" saw-
back surgical steel
blade, knurled water
proof handle, lanyard/

Supertees £3 60, Sweatshirts £7.00).
With huge discounts for quantity orders.
Also Sportswear manufactured/Supplied
Printed in many colours. i.e. Darishirts
elc

picks/anchor flukes
Heavy leather sc
with stone, |
survival kil Also 7
version due F
£45. A knife Ic

- comtact
A-ONE DESIGNS
55 Brook Street, Chester
LTel: Chester (0244) 311028J

CURRICULUM VITAE

Give yourself the advantage
of a professionally written CV
and receive our Job Hunters
Guide.
PMS, 2 New Road, Little Kings-
hill, Gt Missenden, Bucks HP16
0EZ Tel: 02406 3367

SCHOOL
OF SURVIVAL

HEREFORD
Learn with the experts

Send S.A.E. for details of survival
courses and survival kits.

22 Langland Drive
Hereford HR4 0QG

SUPPLYUIME—
MINIATURE MEDALS
BY POST SERVICE

i k
LS&GC/GSM NI £4.85. War/Defence/ Make
S. Atlantic £4.05. Rosette 90p. UN someone
Cyprus £5.40. BEM/Coronation/Silver happy“

Jubilee/MSM/MBE £6.00. MM/QMG
£9.50. Add VAT at 15% + 30p P&P
Mounting Service for full and minia-
tures. Send SAE for catalogue.

SEND THEM A BEAR!
Just send us £3 and we will send a smart litde
bear to the person of your choice in a bright
ydmmmummm:

“SOMEONE, WESS.DPJ_HKS YOURE
to  SUPPLYLINE, INGRAM ol
PARADE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS, s e

YORKS. LS26 ONU.

* MEDM SHIRTS »

Your own designs on machine washable Tee-Shirts.

Sweatshirts, Jogging Suits, Sports Shirts and

embroidered V neck Sweaters

® YOU PAY WHEN WE DELIVER
*COMPLETE MONEY BACK GUARANTEF
*100% MACHINE WASHABLE
*UP TO 5 COLOUR PRINTING
*FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2 WEEKS
* MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 10 GARMENTS
*NO ARTWORK OR SCREEN CHARGES
*ALL SHIRT SIZES & COLOURS IN STOCK
*DIRECT SCREEN PRINTING

-NOT TRANSFERS

VMIDVI LTD.

25 SOUTHERNHAY EAST 5
EXETER EX1 INW Fuas (
TEL. EXETER (0392) 215955 i

r D S S S S IR R e 1
POST COUPON OR PHONE FOR FREE COLOUR BROCHURF

MSOL 1 |

l ﬁéﬁ/mss

Tel. No
(capitals pilease)
Ll i I R ———

I
L Jd



SOLDIER MARYT ........ SOLDIER MARYT ........ SOLDIER MART
WEATHERWRITER %

FORCES FINANCE
TRY US FIRST — NO DEPOSIT — FAST
* Patents applied for
The world’s first and X
only weatherproof d

writing board L OA N s

£200-£4,000 No security required or £1,000-£20,000 with optional
security for homeowners and mortgage payers — special rates.
CARS FURNITURE HOUSEHOLD GOODS BILLS
HOLIDAYS CARAVANS MOTORBIKES REPAIRS
MOTORHOMES HOME IMPROVEMENTS SCHOOL FEES
Clear existing up to date loans, HP, credit cards, store accounts,
into one easy lower monthly repayment with cash to spare.

* Lowest repayments  Big rebates for early settlement
MORTGAGES — no deposit required,

no fuss, no fees, nationwide service, unlimited
funds, no waiting.
Applicants for loans must have UK bank & at least 18 months

to do. Single & BFPO loan applicants age 27+. If writing
please give age, rank, & details of loan, HP, credit cards etc.

This British designed and
manufactured equipmen
is already in use in
a wide range

of demanding
environments:
purchased by

the Police, Ministry s o’

of Defence, CEGB, ;
Local Authorities and leading companies. <2
® Keeps all your paperwork dry on the roughest

of days.
® To use, just release two press-fasteners and

PR I3 1 TR SR PR 2N FRY PSSR SRS
BN N 0 0 N N N N N N I N N O M M M N

the clear waterproof top springs open S For more details just ring 0929 - 423925. From W. Germany
automatically. z 0044 - 929 - 423925. 9am - 9pm (UK time) 7 days.
ONLY £8.90 (includes all VAT, post and packing) £ FORCES FINANCE — “the obvious choice”
RORDPRIE M SO P AT SIHEN e i % Brittanic House, 18a Streche Road, Swanage, Dorset
Also available, a side opening version: EE Licensed — Office Fair Trading
Transverse A4 WeatherWriter @ £11.90 S L 8 88 s s e s seaddsssistesed ety
inclusive of postage and VAT s
We endeavour to despatch by return, m3§ ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
but please allow 21 days. SEs

AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved badge/crest minimum order 10
Discount on 20 or over
Goblets from £5.75. Tankards from £6.40 plus VAT
Post paid on orders over 20
Please send badge with order

R & B INCON LTD

Complete refund if not delighted.

V.L.LB, (Dept.A), Pettaugh, Stowmarket,
Suffolk IP14 6AX (Tel: 047339 285)

(STOPWATCH IN DIAGRAM SERVES AS ILLUSTRATION ONLY)

LYDGATE HOUSE, 9 LYDGATE LANE,
SHEFFIELD S10 5FJ
Telephone 0742 685911

CLUB SWEATERS

As supplied to regiments, squadrons & ships worldwide.
FULLY INCLUSIVE PRICE LIST-we guarantee the
most competitive price.

Specially embroidered with your own design, giving

instant recognition and a real sense of identity.

Choice of Lambswool & Acrylic.

Prices from £5.15 each. Quantity discounts available

-we supply from 1 sweater upwards.

o FREE SWEATER VOUCHER.

MILITARY BADGES EPAULETTE
AND BOOKS SLIDES

We hold large stocks of 5
a) Cap badges, helmet plates, qu offlcgrs or Other ranks.
waist belt claps, buttons, etc. With or without unit designa-
b) Regimental histories, cam- tion.

paign histories, Army lists, { .
badge books, etc. Send for price list.

SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED Send 75p (stamps ac- Lancashire Pleating Co Ltd, Lees
Send for free illustrated brochure to:- cepted) for our catalogue Road, Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Sports Dept. RAF Geat! White, 11 Embercourt Liverpool L33 7SA.
EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST- HECKMONDWIKE - W.YORKS WFI6 OLF- TEL 0924 404566 oo Phone 051-546 5161/2.

- TOP DISCOUNTS -
— OVERSEAS LOANS (,nudns

o - LOW DEPOSIT PAYMENT
— INSURANCE COVER (UK & O/Seas)

| Retumn this coupon marking it Sovereign “FREEPOST"", Larknill, Salisbury, Wiltshire Tel (0960) 53431/52366. I
* NISSAN « FORD * | Name Rank |
* VAUXHALL = OPEL * | Address |
* TALBOT x PEUGEOT « | »IMPORTANT % Tel. No. |
* AUSTIN x ROVER « | Make/Model Required I
* VOLVO =« BMW |

Part Exchange Posting Date _]
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MARY IS TT CHAMP

SKiers Brave
Gairngorm Gales

DESPITE losses to the sport through retirement, injury
and those leaving the Army, the Army Ladies table tennis
finals held at Aldershot still had plenty to offer in excitement.

Winner of the ladies’ singles was Sgt Mary Willard, of
RMS Sandhurst who beat L Cpl McKibben of 3 UDR.

The Open Doubles was won by Staff Sgt Smart of the
Family Housing and Welfare Services, Western District
and Sgt Willard. Winner of the Plate Competition was
L Cpl Colley of 29 Cdo Regt, RA, Plymouth. The Zone
Championships were won by BAOR.

Colonel Frances Hutley, Colonel Director WRAC pre-
sented the prizes. Picture shows Sgt Willard receiving her
prizes with Sgt Marian Zycinski, assistant PTI table tennis
of 10 Coy, WRAC, looking on.

Take the gamble out of Fund Raising with

b > 0 00 e
RONIC BN e B
DUPLICAT - ki =
r,P\NNEg& e 0 ¢ {
= . op & |
FOGTBM"CMDS prnters, D g o,
oT\O B :
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CARDS | Wack 2 -
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RITE OR Wuu OPEN Tiese
%) PHONE FOR ANOOW G
wASELE o B OF
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AT 0N TICKETS
ol L 3
s . p O PURCY Ak
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0o i 4 BRO . ”FHBOAPDS

detalls of all prizes ai

* LAKELAND >
i INVESTMENTS -

1 & 2 Melbourne Street LEEDS LS2 7PS
Telex 557220 (Lakoin G)

Write or Phone =Ny _ LEEDS (0532)

s, weekenss 42D B38230




THEY’RE off! And 71 women
from the regular Armyand TA
jostle for position as the

women’s event in the TA way at Deepcut, Surrey.

national cross country cham-
pionships and annual match
against the regulars gets under

PIONEERS
STRIKE AGAIN

IT was an all-UKLF final to the Army inter-unit team judo
championships held at the BAOR School of Physical
Training; in fact it was almost a repeat of last year’s final
— except that this time the winners were 23 Group Royal
Pioneer Corps.

The Pioneers, UKLF champions, were drawn against 13
Signals, BAOR runners-up, in one of the semi-finals, but
unfortunately the Signallers were forced to withdraw
through injury allowing the Pioneers through into the final.

In the other semi-final 26 Field Regiment, UKLF
runners-up, narrowly defeated BAOR champions | Devon
and Dorsets in a very close match.

The Pioneers took three straight wins in the final — from
Corporal Travis, Lance Corporal Lee and from Private
Blaylock whose opponent was forced to retire through
injury.

In the lightweight bouts, Private Martin (Pioneers) lost
to a very experienced combined Services opponent, and
his coleague Lance Corporal Hindmarsh took his opponent
to a draw.

The Pioneers were again on top in a friendly match
between the Army champions and RAF Germany, the
experienced RAF team being beaten by four bouts to one.
The RAF's ‘B’ team were also beaten by a mixed Army
team of four Pioneers and one from the Devon and Dorsets.

SIX ON THE
WEMBLEY ROAD

SIX of the Army boxing squad
have lifted Combined Services
titles this year and will set out
on the road to Wembley by
fighting for the Services
against Western Counties in
the English ABA quarter finals
at RAF St Athan.

Driver Neil McCallum (RCT)
notched up the first Combined
Services Individual title when
he outpointed Royal Navy
flyweight hope, AB(M) Andy
Martin in a closely fought bout.

The fierce punching Fusilier
Erroll Holder (1 RRF) took only a
minute to dispose of the RAF’s
welterweight, SAC M Shepherd,
with hard hooks to the head.

Rifleman Tony Velinor at
light-middle displayed his boxing
class in a comfortable points victory

" over MEM A Westwood (Navy).

Surprise winner at middleweight

was Private Ian Strudwick (3 Royal
Anglian) who boxed well to take a
points verdict over the experienced
Services boxer, Junior Technician
R Morley (RAF).

Fusilier Danny Coyle (1 RWF)
had a second round win at light-
heavyweight when opponent SAC
D Smith (RAF)suffered a cut eye.

And the sixth champion is
veteran Corporal Horace Miles
(Light Infantry Depot), who
moved up to super-heavyweight
but had a walkover as neither of
the other Services could field
anyone heavy enough.

There were defeats for Rifleman
Alan Lesbirel (2 RGJ) who had to

retire with a cut head in the second -

round of his featherweight bout,
and heavyweight Sergeant Paul
Davies, Army Physical Training
Corps, who lost on points.

First time win for TA women

It was the first time that regular
and TA women runners have
competed as teams overall, and the
TA women won the cup. But the
regulars had their revenge in the
men’s match.

Other results were: Men’s team,
HQ Coy 3 Yorks; women’s team,
Exeter University OTC; men’s

individual, Sergeant Instructor
Geoff Wade, APTC attached 1

PWOQ; TA men’s individual,
Private Hawkins, HQ Coy 3 Yorks;
women’s individual, Sergeant
Maggie Smith, QARANC Train-
ing Centre; TA men’s individual,
Officer Cadet K Chambers, 285
MC Sgn RCT.

ARMY START
WITH A WIN

ARMY support for the rep-
resentative side trooped to
RAF Uxbridge, for the opening
game in this year’s Inter
Service Championships,
against the RAF, not knowing
quite what to expect of their
favourites.

Their form throughout the
current season has been incon-
sistent and given to indifferent
performances when better was
expected of them.

They need not have worried
on this occasion, however, for
the Army opened briskly,
played well throughout, and
fully deserved their eventual
win by 3-2.

The Army settled more quickly
and looked sharper on the ball from
the outset. They pressed forward
and had the home defence at full
stretch to contain them. In the
tenth minute, Greenwood was
fouled on the edge of the penalty
area and full-back Sharpe stepped
up to take the kick and curved a
real fizzer wide of Tonner.

Play swung from end to end and
neither side was able to control
the game sufficiently to give them
the upper hand. Just before the
break, the Army won a corner kick

on the left flank. Roach fired in a
low cross which rapped the face of
the near post before bouncing clear,
and, the ball was cleared to the
other end where Bartley, drifting
right, popped the ball over an
advancing Lomas only to watch it
bounce on to the cross bar and go
over.

Five minutes into the second
half, the Army got the breathing
space they so badly needed, from
a corner kick on the left, Sharpe
fired over a low hard cross, the
ball ran across the face of the
goalmouth and eventually to
McGregor who dispatched it with
great delight.

Ten minutes later, the RAF were
back in contention. They forced a
throw-in and Evans, plumb in
front of goal and completely
unmarked, headed home.

With time running out, the
Army attacked down the right flank
and a harrassed defender put the
ball behind for a corner kick.
Richardson rose majestically to
head home the long high cross.

Deep into injury time the Army
conceded an indirect free kick on
their own penalty spot and the kick
was charged down before McDer-
mott poked it home.

Just one of a range of Fighting and Survival Knives —
THE MARTO ‘EXPLORA’

SURVIVAL KNIFE

THIS IS IT. ‘TOPS' in its field. After a
lifetime of exploring, Charles
Brewer used his expertise to
design the EXPLORA.
Proven in extremes of
temperature and featured
in the British Defence
Equipment

meg 1':5 With FREE comprehensive Instruction Book
‘piece de 3t £69.95 +£3 p-+p from BATTLE ORDERS SHOGUN UK LTD/SO
resistance’ 71 Eastbourne Rd, Eastbourne, E.Sx BN20 9NR. Polegate (032 12) 5182

consisting
TR F Wire Cutters, Screwdriver,
[[RE I Sharpening Stone, Compass,
Needle and thread, Matches and Fishing
Tackle — all carefully tested by survivalists.









