














General.  both. served with the 
British Army in World War Two. 
Prince Jean was a captain in the 
Irish Guards and fought with the 
Guards Brigade In the North-west 
Enfope campaign. 

same as the Brirsh (training Guard Company (then Lnxem- 
manuals are French translations bourg's onlg armed force) and 
of the British text hooks), were sent to Dachan concen- 

, As if  this were not enonoh to tration cam0 bv the Nazis for 

the highest paid cif any European 
army. As. long a s  he is-physically 

.. fit :any man (officer or other 
: ra&) may serve until he reaches 
, the ag4 of SS: 

Luxembourg's army has only 
two Infantry 'battalions - one of 
which is carrying out occupation 
d u b  in the French Zone of 

I Germany at. Bitburg. some 40 

' of their country's economic needs 
that they may choose to stay 
in the a r m y  for only six months. 
In the latter case they are called 
into the army for two weeks 
training every year for ten years 
&er. their conscript service ' has 
finished. Thus every year 'a 
whole battalion is 
.trained. ready to go e 
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Wives Were Alwavs aW( 

"Yes, dd mini t k  tramit bcdakmth esrtoiniy 
Whoh. World War Two ended, the Army w n  to'sbip "Married Farnllims" .obrMd t i  ioifs 
their rnsnfalk. This cqrtoq shws the .readion .of Jon's. Two Types to the fcmule lnvnsion 



~ m 
THEY DON'T SOIL THEIR 

.I.- 

In the well-tended General Headquarters nursery a soldier who wants t o  brighten his garden 
can soy, ''I'll have one of tha t . .  . and that . .  ." But he must not handle the  plants himself. 
Below: Leisure hour a t  the Women's Services Club. Fayid (Picfures by Sir. J. R.Gilman). I 
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S a rule. Britain's army in Egypt 
makes news only when Egypt- A ian politicians protest that 

the British soldier is trespassing 
over-long on that country's hospiial- 
ity. and that the Egyptian Army can 
guard the Suez Canal quite well, 
thank you: or when the War 
Minister finds himself questioned - 
as he so often does - about housing 
progress in the Canal Zone. 

When General Headquarters, 
Midd le  East first moved from the 
urban comforts of Cairo to the blue 
waters of t h e  Great Bit ter  Lake ,  a 
township had to be built from 
scratch i n  the desert. 

Nothing of any historical consequence 
had happened on the spot which they 
selected since Moses reputedly halted 
there before crossing the Red Sea; 
through it, however, ran the excellent 
Anglo-Egyptian Treaty Road which was 
a main artery in World War Two. The 
new iron-and-canvas township in the 
desert was to extend military tentacles 
over some 30 countries. 

Today General Str B r i m  Robertson, 
the new Commander-in-Chicf MIddle 
Edst, inherits from Gencral Sir John 
r * x k e r  a military empire which has 

y slirrhtly sh runken  notably, it has 
1 Palestine, Greece and Italian So- 

maliland. Rut there are still enough gnr- 
risons and military missions, from the 
Seychelles to Malta, from Cyprus to 
Rhodesia, from Tripoli to Ethiopia, to 
present S t d f t  and administration 
pmblems of the first magnitude. 

Toddy a soldier who knew Fayid in 
those pioneer days would notice a 
number of differences, not least of them 
the absence of the industrious, homesick, 
peak-capped Afrika Korps. Already the 
fast-growing eucalyptus trees on the 
main *venues are providing a certain 
amollnl of shade. Many of the Nissen 
offices are draped with creepers and 
surrounded with flower beds. Gardening 
has its handicaps, however; all work 
must be done by native labourcrr. The 
reason i s  that the natives are a l r eady  
infected with a bodily parasite carried 
in the fertile mud and water of the 
Sweet Water Canal with which the 
gardens are irrigated. This is one part 
of the world where you earn only praise 
by declining to soil your hands. 

Fayid is still a tented town, but the 
tents now have a n  air of permanence - 
not suggested solely by the pin-ups 
pasted on the inside of the canvas. In 
the "family villagos" f a r  married sol- 
diers there is a notable change; one of 
the five villages no longe; has com- 
munity feeding for those who dwell in 
it. Each home has had its own Ikitchen 
built. The others still have their com- 
munity dininq halls, but tlic aim is to 
have self-contained quarters foreveryone 
as soon as possible. 

In addition. 50 ncw "Canal cottages" 
have been built. These, l ike the convert- 
ed quarters, will be fitted with electric 
refrigerators and overhead fans. Then 
are still many families living out,  i i  
l ~ c a l l y  ronstructed houses. or in lsmailia 
Over 30 miles away, but the housing 
problem is steadily growtng less acute. 

. 

- . A J l - A . h a f f A  WANDS HERE 
\ - (there's a rule against it) 1 

'r I At Fayid the desert does not yet 
blossom a s  a rose - but there is more 
shade than there was four rears aao 
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- and talking of Humour 
I F  the serieant tells you to wlpe that smile off yourface, tell him 

you’ve just been reading “Lau hter In The Ranks.” 
If he has Man It already, he w l l  let you off. If he hasn’t he will 

probabl go and buy a copy. And then everybody will be happy. 
“Laug&er In The Ranks” contains the best illustrated jokes which have 

ap a n d  in SOLDIER during the part five years. 
E e r e  are more than 120 of them, in a coloured cover, and the price 

is only sixpence, post-free. 
This is a book au ought ta let your 

family sce: i t  wilrshaw them that the 
Army enjoys a joke against ihelf. 

If au are sewing in BAOR. BTA or 
B E T k R  send a sixpenny postal order 
(not stam s) to Distribution Manager, 
No 1 BANU, BAOR 3. making it 

“Command Cashier, alc 

If vau are sewina in any other 
Pagik.!? 

Have You 
Got  Your 

oven&. command. & in ih; United 
Kingdom, send your postal order 
nor stamps ta Circulation Manager, 
OLDIER. 01 BANU. YI Eaton Square, 

London SW 1. making it payable to 
“District Casb!er, London Distrid 
(No 1 BANU) 

Copy Yet J 5 

? 
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T H E  H A P P - Y  

kat 
Mr. Winston Churchill, in the year 1941, sent out 
vigorous messages on tanks, pikes, the'-insulting 'of 
serjeants, too-tight censorship, exercise and ATSgirls 

. .  
lethal work. W must get rid gf 

VEN though 1941 was Mr. WInstnn 
Churchill's year of greatest slrdn.. he  E never lost his gusto or his optimism. 

Thtr ta very obvlour from his thlrd volume 
ou the Second World War. 

Like the two earlier volumes, "The Grand 
Alliance" (Cassell and Co. 25s) contains c Nowadays it is fashionable to 
rich treasures in its appendices. The make fun of the agitation for 
minutes and "prayers" ("Pray tell m e . .  .") issuing pikes as weapons, im- 
which he sent to his Ministers and Service mediately after Dunkirk. But oqe 

of Mr. Churchill's "prayers" shows 
that he himself was pike-minded 

chiefs are of exceptional Army interest. 
even a Year after Dunkirk 

They reveal a great mind on top of its form; 
a fighting spirit linked to an often puckish 
sense of humour. 

The period covered by this book is the year 
1941 - a year which'saw the emergence of Rom- 
mei in North Africa. the attacks on Greece and 
Crete, Hitler's invasion of Russia and'the Japan- 
ese assault at Pearl Harbour. The difficulties 
which Mr. Churchill met in his negotiations with 
the Kremlin have already been widely noted by 
reviewers. 

It was a Year when Britain was building UP her 
mnour. Mr. Churchill constantly needled his 
Chiefs of Staff and the Minister for War to report 
progress in this field. At one stage 
he ihaugurated a "Tank Parlia- mechanisation. "8500 officers and "HOW ~el l ld~o~~propoeetr~da. la i th .  
ment" at which outspoken views men. including some of our finest ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
were tv be encouraged. He had Regular and Yeomanry regiments dm I tisbtinaupposingthat yuwught 
hard words to say about the delay will, except for security work, f m m e  would amround theill anfl fouow 
in mechanising the Cavalry Divis- have been kept out of action at ~ " & , ~ , " ' & ~ ~ r ~ ~ e  ;tz;kf;:$gte&;; 
ion in Palestine. This division immense expense for two years e t t i n s  food and or from evBr (later designated 10th Armoured and five months of war.', leaving t,he armour' 01 their vohblcs1 
Division) went out to the Middle Mr. Churchill also found time Ifs *W. not more than U' Of t a t h  

eime ashore, rou ld  they he followed East with its horses in the early to speculate about the enemy's ~ n d  huntad to death in this nla~neT 
days of the War. Mr. Churchill armour. He asked the Commander- apart from anything tbs t  ar.tlUery: 

lUi!ee and bUk traDe could do S 
Iushow. p1e-e let me know what 

this." e 
1 

E 
hr. wins~on cnurcniii: ~ I iouna ntm tnelaeai 
master to seTye,ll says General de 
Wiart. "for in o crisis I knew that he 
would back me in the face oftheentireworld. 
even if I were wrong.- I knew thot in primfe 
he wouldlellmeexoctlywhothethoughtof me:' 

was shocked to hear that. pending in-Chief Home Forces: 
B O O K W O R M S  T H R O U G H  W""ldhel0WLhn." I 

T H E  AGES ... U 

A Steady 
Flow 

of books and 
magazines will tide 
YOU over when you'r2 
feeling at a low ebb. 
place an order with 
your local C.V.W.W. 
bookshop-or write 
to S.C.B.D. 
WITHOUT DELAY. 
Write NOW for a COPY 
Of Our weekly hulletin 
BOOK NEWS, sent 
free on request 
to units or 
individuals wherever 
they are stationed. 

SERVICES 
CENTRAL 
BOOK DEPOT 
W. H. *ish c Sea, I,$&) 
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This message was addressed to 
the Secretary of State for Air and 
the Chief of Air Staff. 

There seems to have been no 
point at which Mr. Churchill was 
not intimately interested in the 
Army. He commented on some 
"odd court-martial cases'.: in one 
of these a Home Guard lieutenant 
who had said: "So what?'' and 
"Put a sock in it" in the presence 
of troops was "merely reprimand- 
ed; in another. soldiers who had 
called serjeants "bastards with 
three stripes" were, apparently, 
"honourably acquitted on the 
grounds that this was a word of 
common use in the Army. The 
maior oivina evidence said he ............. - -  . .~ 

Mr, Churchill also asked the had often turned a deaf ear to it 
Commander-in-Chief Home Forces when used about himself." Said 
to think very hard ahdut a State- Mr. Churchill tohis WarMinister: 

that a certain division could "AN this se.ems to rewire very 
not be moved from Britain to ire- 'lea' guidance from you." 

~ ~~ ..- 
land in less than eleven days. 
Whenever he saw anything which 
looked like lazy staff work. Mr 
Churchill pounced. He told his 
Chiefs of Staff 

"1 wae mnch surpriesd t o  learn thet 
only about 35011 men were token in the 
@ e n  Eluatdh end the Qumn h l a q  
meb. Thla I6 hnrdls more than the 
nllmhere they c a m  when engaged io 
lunlrr p - m r  Bervice. If I remember 
rib-htly, orer 8000 men were sent in the 
IWItanIa or Menmtsnia to the DBT. 
danelles in x*s 1916,'' 

Often Mr. Churchill's comments 
On what seemed to him a waste of 
manpower turn out to have bee= 
justified by events. He looked on 
the Air Defence of Great Britain 
as a field for manpower econo- 
mies - "It is astonishing how 
great are the numbers of men re- 
quired per gun." The size of the 
detachments on 3.7 guns was 
notably reduced towards the end 
of the war. 

In the anti-aircraft field, Mr 
Churchill had to subdue a private 
War which was threatening the 
norale of gunsites. He was shock- 
zd to find that ATS policy was 
!o discourage girls on gunsites 
irom regarding themselves as 
,art of the battery. "Considering 
.hat they share the risks and the 
uork of the battery in fact, there 
:an be no justification for deny. 
ng them'incorporation in form." 
3n another occasion he noted: "I 
ear there is a complex against 
Nomen being connected with 

So it went on. "Is it true that 
the widow of a Serviceman killed 
hy enemy action on leave gets 
only half the pension she would 
if  her husband were killed on 
duty?" "Will not these ABCA 
discussions only provide op- 
portunities for the professional 
grouser and agitator with a glib 
tongue? 

Ceaselessly. Mr. Churchill call- 
ed for m a x  brevity in cabled 
reDOrts. 

And he kept a watchful eye on 
the censorshio authorities: 

- W A R R I O  R S  
General Carton de Wiart VC (six times 
wounded-on a Sunk ) tells the story 2 of o life .packad hor r I  with adventure 

E a& told t h t  the 
p a  Is Dltghth than 

' the swurd,,but I b o w  
which of these MO weapona 
1 would choose; says. Ileut- 
General Slr Adrlaa Carton de 
Wiart. VC h ,U book"H.ppy 
Odyssey" (Jonathan Cape 12s 

that. be can Wld the pen with 
bighlp , satisfactory resulti. 
The fact that he ham omitted 

1: 
Victoria Cross is do reflection 
on his' literary skill. (The 2;:: proride 
publishem fill in fhe WP bY cahn de wia* with piane 
printing the citation on the and msort to-me until 
hack of the  wrapper). ~ 

General Carton de Wiart. the 
British soldier who rose to great- 
ness even after the loss of an eye 
and a hand. is a legend in 
many lands. "Although repeatedly 
wounded and suffering from 
grievous injuries. his whole life 
has been vigorous, varied and 
useful," writes ,Mr. WiIiston Chur- 
chill in a foreword. "He is a model 
of chivalry and honour and I am 
s u m  his stow will command the 

-'4 

6dl. But thisau&biogrdphy&ows 

to  ay anything about his, m 

_ _ r _  ....... ....... 
he gek it;' Mr. Chbrchill 
instructed the RAF. He got it. 

interest of all men and women 
whose hearts are uplifted by the 
deeds and thoughts of a high- 
minded and patriotic British 
officer.'' 

It is hard to think of a higher 
testimonial. . General Carton de Wiart was 

horn in BNssels. a Belgian, hut 
he had "an Irish grandmother to 

produce a small quantity of 
British blood in my veins." His 
early years were spent in Egypt, 
and before he went to school in 
England he could speak English. 
French and Arabic. Riding and 
shooting were his passions. "In 
a moment of optimism.' he. was 
put. down for Balliol College. 
Oxford, but by that time ,the 
South African War had begun. 
Under a false name he ran away to 
enlist in "Pagevs Horse." hut the 
adventure 'was a disillusion; the 
fire-eating young undergraduate 
was wounded. his identity discov- 
ered, and he was shipped home. 
Before the war was over he was 
out there again - in the Imper- 
ia1 Afterwards Light Horse. he soldiered in 

South Africa and India. latter& 
in the 4th Dragoon Guards. It 
was a robust, vigorous life. 
"Life played into our hands for 
those few short years. We had 
everything, we accepted it and at 
any rate we enjoyed i t . ,  . When 
I think of the youth of today 
with its ceaseless and ageing 
struggle .for existence I realise 
how lucky I was to have been 
born so soon:' 

Then his father's finances 
crashed, The only solution was 
to go and fight the Mad 
Mullah - "a godsend to officers 
with an urge to fight and a shaky 
or non-existent hank balance." It 

was, of course, impossible . t o  
spend money in Somaliland, 
whither he sailed in July 1914. 
The vessel was onlyhalf-waythere 
when news came that war had 
broken out In Europe. He had 
caught the boat -and missed it1 

It was in Somaliland, in ao 
attack on one of the Mad 
Mullahs blockhouses, that he lost 
an eye, and was shipped home. 
After the necessary treatment, 
a medical board told him that 
he could go to France only if he 
wore a glass eye. He turned up at 
the next board with "a startling, 
excessively uncomfortable. glass 
eye" ahd was passed fit. Leaving 
in jubilation, he threw the eye 
out of the taxi window and put 
up his famous black patch, which 
he has worn ever since. - 

Just before the war started he 
had failed his examination for 
promotion to major, obtaining a 
record low of eight marks out of 
200 for military law. But soon, on 
the Western Front. he was com- 
manding Infantry battalions with 
conspicuous success - among 
them the 8th Gloucestershires 
and the 8th North Stafford- 
shires. His Victoria Cross was 
awarded him in 1918 for rallying 
three other.battalions when the 
commanders had been killed. His 
wounds were many (six times he 
was wounded on a Sunday). 
When the field surgeon declined 
to cut away the shattered fingers 
of his hand, he pulled them off 
himself, A bullet passed through 
the hack of his iiead, but left him 
nnharmad ~-~~ ~~ 

After the war General Carton de 
Wiart commanded the Military 
Mission to Poland, and assisted 
at the stormy rebirth of that 
nation. Then he retired. and for Half .an .Hour is Enough . ~~~~~ ~ ~~~ ~~ ~~~~ - 

OW hard can you concentrate! H it is a 
w91en the lives of thousands depend on alertness of a man 
watching for 
ing  for the  faint simal which denotes the presence of a eub- 

the so-called Happy Valley, an 20 years made his home on an 
which matters a de& in wBT, assault course at the Ministry of island in a Polish marsh, living 

Supply's Experimental Station at a sportsman's life. (The Russians, 
tube, or listen- Porton. The main idea was to find thought he was a spy). In 1939 he 

out whether harassing gases raally again became head of the British 
Military wssion to Poland, and 

trace of an aireraft on a 
and if so, how much, . .......... __ . . .  

"Active warfare," writes Dr. 
Under, the utilitarian title of decreased $barply. "Nobody had Mackwwth, "demands the utmost 

."Researches on the Measurement expected this sharp limit of toler- physical and mental energy from 
*of Human' Performance" (His ance." records the Medical Re- those engaged in it, and to secure 
Majesty's Stationery Office 4s), search Council. In the last hour this men must be driven by some 
the Medical Research Council and a half of the tests the watehers of the strongest forces that arouse 
have published the results of er-  made twice and sometimes three and regulate human behaviour.", 
periments carried out with, and times as many mistakes as id the s any of these motives could not, 
on, Servicemen to find out'how first half hour. With the aid of of course he employed (see SOL- 
Long they retain their alertness benzedrine the men were able to DIER to Soldier. Page 13). hut the 
when watching for "visual or maintain the high level of the experimenters sought to give a 
auditory signals indicating the first half hour for the whole two certain extra stimulus hy auiard- 

hours. [This is a drug which has ing modest money prizes to the presence of the enemy.". 
One tesf involved puttiqg P man to be administered under strict men first over the course; also 

I in a cabin for,two hours to watch Control.asitCanbe habit-forming). the company commander added 
a black pointer which crept, in' The author of the report. Dr. his "loud and authoritative com- 
tiny jerk$. round a white, un- N. H. =worth, draws the con- ments" on the men's performance 

! graduated dial. The watcher's job elusion that "half an hour 'on.,hblf in the last stages. 
, was to signify every time the dial an"hour off is the hest shift for In the big test 52 men of the 

haod Jumped twice its normal radar and Asdic operators; watch- Royal Fusiliers. who had had only 
distance. Another test involved , ing duties, he sap, should he broken sleep for several day%, 
watchinga"mock-up"of.a cathode- alternated with other duties. He set off on a non-stop evrcise at 
ray tube in which pin-paints of also points out that alertness im- eight in the evening. They began 
light had to be swiftly detected. proved if watchers were given a 15-mile march at four the next, 

Some of these tests were carried information on results during their morning. ending with a run over 
' . out when the men m r e  under the vigil, the assault course at nine in the 

, influence of b e d h e  - the Alertness fell off when the morning - the men having had 
keep-awake drug which was watcher sat in a hot temperature. no food for 14 hours. 
sometimes k u e d  during the war There is a critical region. says Dr. ' The performance of two-thirds 

' ' to ,Commandos. The men did not MacKworth. in which acclimatised of the men was hardly affected by 
.' Ltrow whew they had taken the men, wearing shorts, begin to lose arsenical smoke, though the other 

1 ' '  real drugs and when they had their efficiency; between 83 and third were definitely slower. Ar- 
taken "dummy" ones; 87.5 degrees Fahreheit. senical smoke acted not 80 much 

I ' The results of the drugless tests Besides an analysis of alertness hy attacking any particular func- 
: - '  ' S~owed. clearly andconvinoingly. teats, the bookcontains theresults tion of the body as by creating a 

that after balf  an^ hour alertness of endurance tests carried out in .general depresuion. 

' marine. 

. 

', 

_- 
.:,e$ 

~ 

was present at .the stormy death 
of Poland. He escaped through 
the Balkans. The rest of.  his 
adventures are fairly well-known: 
he commanded the ill-fated Nor- 
wegian force; he was given Blst 
Division for a hrieC spell but was 
considered "too old;  he was sent 
on a mission to Jugo-Slaria but 
had the misfortune to he captured 
after his aircraft crashed; he 
escaped from the British general$' 
prison camp at Vincigliati and 
was recaptured; he was flown 
home to Britain just before 
Italy's collapse; and .finally he 
was sent out to Chun-g as 
Mr. Churchill's personal .repre- 
sentative with General Chiang 
Kai-Shek. 

It is a 'clmr, forthright story 
which reflects .a powernil per- 
sonality; t he ,  style has, all the 
strength of simplicity. H i p  vieys 
will startle some people: "I think 
duelling a most excellent solution 
in matters of the heart"; "I have, 
a creed - borne out, hy war. 
which is - never to gfve a man 
a second chance. It may sound 
hard, but I have found tUat the 
man who lets you. down once. 
will, infallibly, do so again" 

His version of the ideal sol- 
dier? "The man who fights for 
his country hechuse It fa fighting, . , 

and for no other reason." 
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