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Knights in
shining
helicopters

OBSERVERS compared it
to a scene from Apocalypse
Now . . . a pale sky filled
suddenly with clattering
helicopters charging in to
disgorge heavily-armed
paratroopers. To the belea-
guered inhabitants of Pristi-

na they were as welcome as
Arthur’s knights must have
been to damsels with
dragon trouble.

“CSM asks would the heroic Nato liberator
please come and start cooking breakfast?”
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Korea veterans prepare
for major reunion
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Within an hour of their
Chinook and Puma heli-
copters arriving over the
Kosovo capital, the men of
the 1st Battalion, The Para-
chute Regiment, reinforced
by a full company from their
3rd Battalion, were patrol-
ling the streets, delivering
security and a large measure
of joy to the ethnic Albani-
ans who had stayed on in
their dangerous city.
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in last year’s Strategic

of the Victoria Defence Review, the Chief
Cross. Uniform approach of the Defence Staff, Gen
* * * Sir Charles Guthrie, said
VvV arch our Paras and Apaches
g 33 - 24 Great- Cse would “lead the world”. As
Win a copy of New book is result of

Michael Hickey's
new book on the

years of detective work

Picture: Kevin Capon

it ’

1 Para completed the
biggest airborne insertion
by a peacekeeping force,

K War. ” - — :
ore:m* i 30 Gunners getaway 12-17 COVER STORY Gen Guthrie’s confidence
A chance for adventure = 4 appeared well-founded. The
Page 48 - in deepest Snowdonia O.n their way: A column of Warriors from the Apaches riding shotgun over
Win a valuable King’s Royal Hussars battie-group winds its Pristina may have been
prize of sun- way across the dusty countryside of the American, but the Paras

32 My Army

Michael Hickey,

Petrovec training area in northern Macedo-
nia, heading north to an assembly area
close to the Kosovo border. The mixed

screen and after-

were British.
sun cream from

In Parachute Regimental

Korean veteran Ay
Delp*h. Lo column of armour included Warrior, Chal- Association clubs up and
= lenger 1s and AS90 self-propelled guns down the country glasses
Page 51 - 34 Broadsword dlary have been raised to the men
Our regular How Life on an Army yacht in of 1 and 3 Para in Pristina.
Observant Are the South China Sea PLUS y . RHQ has received hundreds(
You competition, L 23 Chuckle with Chip of letters and calls express-
worth £100tothe | 38 Keeping score 27 Westminster ing pride in their achieve-
winner.
i I Mili ments.
s S Bl 40 hsge Lt Col Joe Poraj-Wilczyn-
42 Sport : oail -

Page 52 - 3 ski, regimental lieutenant
Win a family 48 Kitsto 48 Kitstop colonel, summed it up:
ticket to Thorpe P 51 £100 competition “This successful deploy-
Park and Butlins. Donut tanks for divers 62 Dia ment demonstrates the ver-

* * * B “ryt. b d satility of airborne soldiers
Pages 53-54 - 70 Vox pop 64 Bu Ie( in boar in both peacekeeping and
Special offers to What you thought 66 Bo? S pote'nt:al war;!ﬁgl;}glng. ?,Ve
tourist attractions of garrison radio 68 Mailbag are Very probc oL tiEing




Our best

rate ever

Personal Loans

from 13.9% Arr*

Cars, boats, conservatories, holidays,
honeymoons, house improvements, cookers.

Whatever it is you want, a Warrior
Personal Loan is the way to afford it now.

For example, you want to buy a new car for £7,500. Using a
Warrior loan as finance over 5 years, your new car will cost just
£194.70 per month (16.9% APR) with Credit Protection.

Want to find out more? Ring now on the telephone number
below to realise your dreams.

0345 697 527 (UK only)
0130 819 223 (Germany only)

Lines are open Monday to Friday, 8am to 8pm & 8am to 2pm Saturday
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Personal Loans provided by Warrior Group Limited, Weald House, 88 Main Road, Sundridge, Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 4ER. Rates correct
at time of printing. Written quotation available on request. All loans subject to status and not available to people under 18. Warrior reserves
the right to decline any application. *For loan values over £10,000
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PeoPIe, places, events

Paras pr
Pristin

From Graham Bound in Kosovo

WHEN the 1st Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment arrived in Pristina, they were
greeted with flowers and bullets.

Less than 24 hours into the operation to
occupy Kosovo and supervise the orderly
withdrawal of the defeated Serb forces,
the spearhead force landed cautiously on a
plot of ground near the centre of the capi-
tal city. In an airborne operation reminis-
cent of the film Apocalypse Now, 680 men,
including a company from the regiment’s
3rd Barttalion, were disgorged from an
aerial fleet of Chinook and Puma troop-
moving helicopters. US Apache attack
helicopters buzzed around, threatening to
bring devastating firepower down on
anyone who dared oppose the landing.

ALBANIAN WELCOME

The troops knew ethnic Albanians in
the city would welcome them as they had
already been greeted with gratefully open
arms when moving into the much smaller
town of Kacanik near the Macedonian
border. But nobody knew how the Serb
regular troops (the V]), the Serb irregulars
or the much-feared federal police (MUP)
would respond.

In the event, as the Paras moved out on
to the streets of Pristina, they were met by
the thousands of ethnic Albanians who
had decided to stay in the city and weath-
er the Serb persecution. They greeted the
soldiers as liberating heroes.

Among the Serb soldiers, paramilitaries
and police there was a sullenness; unspo-
ken acknowledgement that they had been
beaten by Nato forces. Most showed only
insolence to the British. Within an hour of
landing, a patrol from A Company, 1 Para
had been attacked. A Serbian policeman
stepped from a ransacked private home
and opened fire. The round narrowly
missed a soldier and the Serb ignored
warnings in Serbo-Croat to drop his

Pictures: Kevin Capon
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More reports,
pictures from
Kosovo in

Pages 12-17

In safe hands: Guarded by a boy with a stick “rifle”, sniper Pte Maurice Rawston of Support
Company, 1st Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, rests on the corner of a street in Pristina

Troops to get more leave |
after operational tours

ALL soldiers are to get a 20-day break at
the end of six-month roulement opera-
tional tours. This will be in addition to the
annual leave allowance of 30 working
days a year announced in May. Outlining
the change, Brig Andrew Ritchie, Director
of Personal Services, said shorter or
longer operational tours would attract the
new leave allowance in proportion to the

\ tour length. Full details in next issue.

weapon. As he raised the gun to fire again,
the soldiers shot and killed him.

Legend will record that the man’s last
words were “I die for Serbia”. Serbia is
unlikely to thank him, because his actions
simply proved at a crucially early stage
that Nato troops, British in particular,
meant business. “That message was very
clearly sent to the police and the Yugoslav
Army,” said 1 Para’s adjutant, Capt
Cameron Jack. “We are ready and able to
respond appropriately.”

His CO, Lt Col Paul Gibson, pointed
out that his men have been serving in

Northern Ireland foryears and conditions
in Kosovo are not dissimilar. “This is very
like Belfast in the 70s,” he told Soldier in
the vast municipal sports hall that has
become 1 Para’s HQ and from where the
troops police the east side of the city.

They work closely with the Irish Guards
who have similar responsibility for the
western part of the town.

A few V] soldiers wandered the streets,
visibly edgy and doing their best to leave
Kosovo before a deadline expired. They
were permitted to retain their weapons for
personal protection until the deadline
expired, but the British soldiers disarmed
non-uniformed paramilitaries, the federal
police and Kosovo Liberation Army
(KLA) fighters on sight.

KLA guerrillas were generally canny
enough not to enter the town, but for
many Serbs there was no escape. The key
to success in this dangerous work, said A
Coy’s Sgt Chris Whittaker, was to make it
clear there was no room for negotiation.

“They’re not very happy about it, but
we get them on their back foot and they
cave in pretty easily. The Serbs don’t scare

@ Turn to Page 16

Royal gift: Sgt Simon Turley, AGC(SPS), pic-
tured, holds the Army’s wedding gift to Prince
Edward and Miss Sophie Rhys-Jones. The
antigue silver rose bowl, made in Birmingham in
1926, is engraved from all ranks. It was bought
with donations from non-public funds from all
commands, districts and divisions, and from
arms and Service directors on behalf of soldiers.

® 10 Para was due to march through the
City of London days before disbanding. Under
the Strategic Defence Review it will re-form on
July 1 as a London-based parachute company.

@ Garrison radio has arrived in Colchester for
amonth-long trial on 107MHz FM. See Vox pop
reaction (Page 70) to Bulford garrison radio. J
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Birthday
honours

KCB
Lt Gen J F Deverell, OBE, late LI.

cB
Maj Gen C L Elliott, MBE, late RE; Maj Gen RW M
McAfee, late RTR; Maj Gen J D Stokoe, CBE late
RCS.

CBE
Brig J M Arigho, RRC, late QARANC; Col J H
Crosland, MC, late Para; Brig A S Ritchie, QCVS, late
RA; Col D W Wonson, late AGC.

OBE
Lt Col G P Cass, RRF; Lt Col T A D Frizell, AGC; Lt Col
R C Hart, RE; Lt Col R W Killick, RE; Lt Col N
McCleery, RDG; Lt Col | A McPherson, BEM, RLC;
* Col | G Robertson, late RAMC, TA; Lt Col S W L Strick-
land, KORBR; Lt Col M N S Urquhart, KORBR; Lt Col
M J Vacher, RA; Lt Col J M Wells, RAMC.

MBE

Maj A A Allen, REME; Maj N A Archibald, RHF; Capt D
Ashton, KRH; Maj A J Battley, RLC; Capt D Binks,
RLC; LCpl C Blezard, RE; Maj R H W St G Bodington,
WG; WO1 E W Bradley, Hidrs; Maj N S Chapman,
Cheshire; WO2 A K Chauhan, RA; Maj T A Coles, BW;
Maj J L Collier, RLC; WO2 E C Coogan, R Irish; Maj J
M Cowan, BW; Maj A J Crease, BEM, Scots DG; Maj
J A Currie, KOSB; Maj D J Cusack, LD; Maj N R
Davies, MC, Para; Maj S Davies, QLR; Maj J E Dever-
ill, RE; LCpl L F Doherty, RAMC; Maj H S Evans, RRF;
Capt H Fecitt, TD, Int Corps, TA.

CSgt B L Fleming, R Irish; SSgt P A Follan, AGC;
Capt D R Gorton, AGC; Maj J J R Gout, RLC; Capt J
W G Griffiths, REME; WO2 R P Guillou, RY, TA; WO1
G Haxby, PWO; Maj D | Hollas, RLC; Cpl J N Horton,
REME; Sgt A Jack, AGC; Maj H Jones, RLC; Maj C R
King, CD, Princess Patricia’s Canadian LI; Maj W A Le
Gassick, AGC; Sgt D S Lear, PWRR; Maj J L J Levine,
Gren Gds; Maj N D Linge, RA; WO1 R M Lochinger,
AGC; Maj J Q Lockwood, Staffords; WO1 A J MacKay,
Hidrs; Maj D F Minden, RAMC.

Maj J D S Moir, KRH; Sgt B S Nagra, R Anglian, TA;
Maj | A Orr, KOSB; Maj J F Pelton, RE; Cpl G P
Richards, RCS; Maj T J J Saunders, D and D; WO1 |
Stobbs, RE; Capt A Taylor, RA; WO2 P J Taylor,
REME; WO2 J S Tovey, TA; SSgt J R Toward, Scots
DG; WO2 M J Whitehead, AGC; Capt S Willingham,
RLC; Maj J M G Willis, GH; Cpl R Yardley, A and SH;
WO1 1 S Young, APTC.

OBE
Lt Col D Duarte, Royal Gibraltar Regiment.

Apache’s water test

TRIALS to establish whether escape from a
Apache helicopter downed on land or in water is
possible for pilot and crew wearing full British
Army air crew equipment have been carried out
at a safety and survival training facility on
Teesside. A special Apache escape training
“dunker” at the Nutec Centre for Safety in
Billingham was used by staff from Defence Eval-
uation Research Agency (DERA).

Lt Col Allison Eke, RAMC, a consultant in
aviation medicine, said the exercise would estab-
lish airworthiness approval for aspects of the
Apache which had not been evaluated during
trials in the US.

PHASED WITHDRAWAL

Last goodbye

Pulling out: Following comple-
tion of the demolition of Fort
Whiterock Army base on the
Springfield Road, Belfast sol-
diers of the 1st Battalion, The
Green Howards take their leave.
The last dedicated Army base
situated in the west of the city,
it has been home to some 7,500
troops during the past 20 years.
The demolition, which began
in January, was completed two
weeks ahead of schedule and
the site has now been formally
handed back to the Industrial
Development Board. Fort
Whiterock was the first major
Army base in Northern Ireland
to close under the Good Friday
Agreement.
Picture: Pete Bristo, AIS Northern Ireland

2005 AT TIE EARLIEST

Bases in Germany o remain
‘key element’ in UK defence

A BRITISH Army presence is to
remain at all its current major loca-
tions in Germany.

Following consultations with the
Federal authorities, Defence Secre-
tary George Robertson has con-
firmed to the German Federal
Minister, Herr Scharping, that the
United Kingdom will continue to sta-
tion United Kingdom Support Com-
mand (Germany) and Ist (UK)
Armoured Division in Germany, as
well as providing support to the
Headquarters  Allied Command
Europe Rapid Reaction Corps
(ARRC), for the foreseeable future.

A year ago Britain announced that,
following the Strategic Defence
Review and the decision to return
2,500 Germany-based troops to the
UK, the forward basing of ground
forces in Germany would remain a
key aspect of British defence policy.

The SDR recommended that three
armoured regiments would be with-
drawn from Germany to the UK to

charge system for the Royal Attillery’s
AS90 self-propelled gun has been
placed with Marconi Electronic Systems.
It will increase the effectiveness of the
guns and provide a significantly
enhanced artillery capability for the Army.

lopment and p
ed-range barrels and a new modular

create a better balance between Ist
(UK) Armoured Division in Ger-
many and the 3rd (UK) Division
based at Bulford. The three
armoured regiments remaining in
Germany will be larger than at pre-
sent and equipped with Challenger 2.

Withdrawal of the three armoured
regiments to the UK will mean that
there is a reduced requirement for
barracks accommodation in Ger-
many.

Withdrawal, however, will be
phased and is not expected to be com-
pleted until 2005 at the earliest.
Phase One will involve the withdraw-
al to the UK of the 1st Royal Tank
Regiment from Barker Barracks,
Paderborn, next month. To make
best use of this barracks and to meet
British Forces Germany’s operational
requirements most efficiently, it is
intended to relocate 35 Engineer
Regiment from Gordon Barracks,
Hameln to Barker Barracks.

Meanwhile, 28 Engineer Regi-

battle tanks in two hangthy cong‘foys from
Bovington to Marchwood military port
near Southampton. The tanks were
embarked on the ro-ro ferry Dana Miner-
va for passage across the Atlantic to
Newfoundland, from where they will

ment, 65 Field Park Squadron, and
522 Specialist Team RE will move
from Bindon Barracks, Hameln to
Gordon Barracks, thus retaining
more than 800 soldiers and their fam-
ilies in Hameln and allowing Bindon
to be returned to the Federal authori-
ties. It is expected that the barracks
will be handed back after 2002.

Timing of the withdrawal of the
other two regiments is dependent on
building projects in the UK, now at an
early planning stage. Next phase of
the withdrawal will not start before
2001 and will involve the surrender of
a barracks at Osnabriick. A consider-
able British Army presence will
remain in Osnabriick, headquarters
of the 4th Armoured Brigade and
home of many of its major units.

Final phase will affect Bergen-
Hohne and will include a re-grouping
of 7th Armoured Brigades units.
Although some married quarters in
Celle will be retained, Trenchard Bar-
racks is to be given up.

® One hundred kilted soldiers of 1
KOSB based at Episkopi Garrison,
Cyprus marched into the village of Pis-
souri with their drums and pipes . . . to
give blood. As a special thank-you to lhe

Troops forced|
to take cover
over holidays

FOLLOWING concerns expressed
by a number of soldiers anxious
that a posting to Kosovo would
mean they would have to forfeit
holiday insurance cover because of
late cancellation of a paid-for holi-
day, Soldier contacted the Associa-
tion of British Insurers for advice.
Suzanne Moore, of the associa-
tion, said: “Although policy word-
ings do vary, most soldiers should
be covered under a travel insurance
policy if they need to cancel a holi-

day because they are being
deployed abroad.
SYMPATHETIC

“There is some indication that
even those insurers who do not
explicitly offer cover will treat
claims sympathetically,” she added.

The bottom line is that individu-
als must check the wording of their
insurance policy. If in doubt, con-
tact the insurance company.

And the advice for those about to
book a holiday: check what cover
you have at the time you make the
booking.

Cambridge Armed Forces Careers
Offn:e has re-opened after a three-month
refurbishment. WO Brian Soper said the
staff had done a “fantastic job”, continu-
ing to work by moving from room to room
as the work went on around them.
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Home comfort

So nice to see you: Northern Ireland Secretary Mo
Mowlam gives LCpl Spencer Cooper of B Compa-
ny, 1st Battalion, The Green Howards, a cuddle
during her visit to Woodbourne RUC station, West
Belfast. Mrs Mowlam’s constituency is Redcar,
where LCpl Cooper comes from. “I'll give you a
hug as you come from my home town,” she told
him. The Green Howards have started a six-month
roulement tour in Belfast and are unusual in being
deployed in two operational areas at once. A Com-
pany is currently serving with the Kosovo Force

Nw colous

In the Signals: Former members of the 3rd Battal-
ion, The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Regiment have regrouped under new colours.
When the Nottingham-based part-timers lost their
battalion in the reorganisation of the Territorial
Army they found themselves being “head-hunted”
by other units in the area. These three, Sig Jamie
Henley, bottom right, Cpl Linda Floyde and LCpl
Donal Hammett, were among 25 who joined 87
Signal Squadron at Lenton Picture: Gareth Griffiths




poloshirts
*Plain Colours

* Contrast Styles
e Short or Long Sleeves
*Up to 20 Colours

Y !
WS

PREMIUM WEIGHT T-SHIRTS
Printed 1 colour from £4.40 each

For a FREE colour brochure and
Embroidered from £5.45 each

H.M. Forces Price List including
details of our FREE Sample garment

offer contact:
*Raglan Sleeved

*Drop Shoulder TEES TOTAL
*Hooded 153 High Street, Saats
* Up to 20 Colours Wootton Bassett,
Swindon,

Wiltshire SN4 7AB  "Vjeq"
W ' England —
| ®Quartered Tel +44 (0)1793 849888
Fax +44 (0)1793 849890

* Standard Weight
* Premium Weight
#Short or Long Sleeves |
* Up to 20 Colours ‘

* Hooped
| ®Specials-to order

—_— =)
==

P'ay your
Ace...

Over 1,000 discounted models! PLUS money back after 12 months on
Tax Free Golf S and SE models. Additional offers on many makes.

HURRY! Offers are for a limited period only.

FREEPHONE UK FROM: GERMANY 01 3085 9806
HOLLAND 0800 022 9806 * BELGIUM - 0800 14310
CYPRUS 0809 1058
OTHER AREAS: 01278 455555 [WE'LL CALL BACK)

w e ZDEHO @ @ v

*Free insurance available =
with Notoloan finance. TAll offers subject to

b, r. g
%% \ NA TOCA Rs status and conditions. Full details on request. N\O“‘M SERVice

RETAIL MOTOR . Rewarding Experience S ;is “"\ )

. lhu.uk\' ( - No“gp
e Natocars Ltd « Wylds Road » Bridgwater » Somerset » TAé 4BH Ag""“" . %
Ao Tel: 01278 455555 « Fax: 01278 450396 « E-mail: sales@natocars.co.uk [Please give full postal addresss) ‘!Gps.kjsﬂp&"* E
w




PeoPIe, places, events

Pedal patrol: A peacekeeper serving with the United Nations in Cyprus on his 21-speed
Diamond Outlook DX mountain bike, one of 36 bought through a dealer in Nicosia city

Pedal power puts UN
patrols back in touch

BRITISH soldiers serving with the
United Nations in Cyprus have been
turning to pedal-power to help them
patrol the Buffer Zone between the
Republic of Cyprus and the Turkish-
occupied north of the island.

Push bikes have been used by the UN
Force in Cyprus for a number of years as
a cheap and easy way to get around vari-
oys camps on the island, and countries
making up the force have either pur-
chased their own or relied on individuals
to splash out.

Two years ago the 1st Royal Tank Reg-
iment, then the British contingent of
UNFICYP, decided to use bikes as a
cheap and effective method of patrolling
the Buffer Zone in the city of Nicosia.

'This decision was aided by the fact that
the narrow streets often led to vehicles
sustaining dents and scrapes.

Another reason was that trouble-
makers in the zone could hear the noise
of approaching Land Rovers and dis-
perse, making it difficult for the peace-
keepers to investigate disturbances.

Two patrol vehicles had to be surren-
dered when bikes entered service in the
British-Dutch controlled Sector 2 in
February last year. Advantages to the
UN were a reduction in vehicle num-
bers, cheaper running costs and an
increased personal involvement on the
part of the troops, which had the effect of
fostering better relations with both sides
in the Buffer Zone.

Togetherness: The Royal Military College
Sandhurst has its first husband-and-wife
instruction team. Having completed half of
her two-year tour at RMAS, SSgt Marie
Mariner has been joined by husband CSgt
Sean Mariner. She is with Cadre 97, he with
the 99th. After six years of marriage, this is
the first time the couple have served together

Border coll-eagues

My best friend: Sgt Mick Powers of 103 (The
Lancashire Artillery Volunteers) makes a
new acquaintance during an exercise in the
Scottish Borders. Nearly 250 soldiers from
the 103rd, based in the North-West, took part
in Exercise Border Reiver on private land in
the Kelso, Melrose and Duns areas. In time of
war the unit’s role would be to provide low-
level air defence, using its Javelin systems

® The Joint Air Transport Evaluation
Unit (JATEU) based at RAF Brize Norton has
been awarded the Investors in People accred-
itation.

@® Epsom town centre, Surrey, was brought
to a standstill when the Freedom of the bor-
ough was awarded to 135 Independent
Topographic Squadron RE (V) in honour of

its 50-year presence in the community. The

>

Chief Royal Engineer, Gen Sir John Stibbon,
received the ceremonial scroll on behalf of the
squadron after soldiers from 135 Sqn and 42
Survey Engineer Group, supported by the RE
band, had paraded through Epsom.

@ Three soldiers from 51 Field Squadron
(Airmobile) joined A Company, 1 RGBW in
Botswana on Exercise Diamond Cutter to

supply clean water for the 160 personnel on
the live-firing exercise and to build a portable
shower unit.

@ A ceremony on June 9 at which the
Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wilt-
shire Regiment would have received the
Freedom the Royal Borough of Windsor had
to be postponed because so many soldiers of
the 1st Battalion were training for Kosovo.

/
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Aireshelta inflatable buildings, emergency lights and
have proved themselves when it counts ... in action.
weatherproof, the double air insulation makes Aire:
in winter, cool in summer and, even if punctured, the ¢
flow system will keep them blown-up.

Inflated in minutes by just two people, they are
forces and emergency services worldwide as instant ¢
control centres, mobile workshops, rest areas, cani

catching exhibition displays.

REME relies on huge Airesheltas as workshops in

Airesheltas are also used by units as diverse as the
Corps to protect Lynx helicopters, the Royal Military
roadside checkpoints and both the Royal Air Force
Navy aircraft crash investigation and salvage teams.

This amazing bird’s-eye view shows the major incid
deployed by Staffordshire Ambulance Service
Aireshelta’s pioneering Aireshower inflatable deco
unit — named as a Millennium Product by The Design
its role at the forefront of technology and creativity —
several Airesheltas to provide a mobile mass casualty
headquarters. This set-up would also make an ideal
hospital.

reshelta Ltd by phone on (014
) 644450 or website on www.
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CHARITY
BEGINS

Whatever you do
for good causes,
don’t forget to
support the one
close to home

i Fund
/ The Ay Beﬂeﬁn; "

The Army Benevolent Fund
is your charity. It provides help to soldiers, ex-
soldiers and their families in need.

So, please, when you raise money for charities
remember those closest to you.
For more information please contact:

The Army Benevolent Fund

Dept SOL, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR
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Right of way: Soldiers of the 19th Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery march through Inver-
ness to mark the Freedom bestowed on
the regiment in recognition of the close
ties between the Highland Gunners and
the city. Following the Freedom ceremo-
ny, commanding officer Lt Col Peter Fox
paraded the regiment with its Colours and
a 105mm light gun through the packed
Inverness streets. The gunners were led

by the Pipes and Drums of The High-
landers. Representing the Colours, 19/5
(Gibraltar 1779-83) Battery was led by Maj
Andy Smith, 28/143 Battery (Tombs’s
Troop) by Major Peter Hardisty and 25/170
(Imjin) Battery by Maj Jonathan Calder-
Smith.

mental flag flown on operational peace-
keeping tours of Bosnia and Cyprus.

Inverness Council was given the regi-

Why do you want
to leave the Army?

A STUDY has been launched to find out
exactly why people do not stay in the
Army longer and what can be done to
persuade them to extend their service.

The Adjutant General, Gen Sir Alex
Harley, has sponsored a six-month, in-
depth scientific study, to be carried out
by a research team from Hay Manage-
ment Consultants in conjunction with
the Institute for Employment Studies at
Sussex University.

Despite a 12 per cent increase in
recruiting last year, there continues to be
a net outflow from the Army of up to 100
trained adult soldiers every month.
Recruiters believe that there is a finite
pool of high-quality potential recruits,
so improved recruiting can only be part
of the solution to the problem.

It is feared that failure to retain more
trained personnel for longer will result in
the Ministry of Defence failing to meet
the target set by the Strategic Defence

Review of full Army manning by 2005.

The Army Retention Study team,

headed by former RAF pilot David
Pyper, is to travel throughout the Army
at home and abroad to gather informa-
tion from serving officers and soldiers of
all ranks. Former soldiers and soldiers’
families will also be asked for their views,
as will the many agencies and organisa-
tions that support the Army. A report is
due to be presented to the Adjutant
General by the end of November.

Maj Celia Attlee, REME (V), a Terri-
torial officer appointed project officer for
the study and based at HQ AG, Upavon,
said: “The study team will canvass a
broad spectrum of people and opinions
from across the Army. The aim is to
improve retention by making the Army a
better place to be. If you do find that you
become involved in this research, don’t
hesitate to get you point of view across.
Your ideas do matter.”

Iron Division
veterans go
back to Sword

SOLDIERS from 206 Signal Squadron, 3rd (UK)
Division Headquarters and Signal Regiment
based at Bulford formed a guard of honour for
the 55th anniversary D-Day commemorations in
Normandy, writes Karen Moseley.

The young soldiers, some of whom were on
seven days’ notice to join Nato forces in Mace-
donia, formed up next to old soldiers who had
landed on the beaches of France in the early
hours of June 6, 1944 to begin the liberation of
Northern Europe.

The veterans were part of the 3rd British
Infantry Division, forerunner of the present divi-
sion, and one of the many assault units that
landed on the Normandy coast 55 years ago.

Their destination was Sword Beach at the
sleepy seaside town of Hermanville-sur-Mer.
The red-and-black triangular flash of the “Iron
Division”™ which they wore on their sleeves is
identical the one worn by 3 (UK) Division sol-
diers today.

Remembrance services took place in the city
and on the seafront, where Brig David Radcliffe,
assistant divisional commander, 3 (UK) Div, laid
wreaths. As the Last Post, played by Cpl Colin
Pope, 2 LI, sounded, the veterans braced their
shoulders. Some stared at the sky, others
towards the surf through which they had waded.
Others let the tears flow.

At the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery,
local schoolchildren followed a Royal British
Legion piper playing a lament and laid a single
flower on each grave.

Tribute: Soldiers of 3 (UK) Division in front of
the Iron Division memorial, fashioned from
its triangular flash, at Hermanville-sur-Mer

§ IN BRIEF

® The Duke of Gloucester visited 29 Regi-
ment RLC to open 47 AD Squadron’s new
headquarters before carrying out a sortie in a
C-130 Hercules aircraft to drop a jungle line.
He spent the rest of the day with 29 Regiment
at the Duke of Gloucester Barracks, South
Cerney, lunching with the officers and senior
NCOs and meeting individuals from 80 Postal
and Courier Squadron and 59 and 55 Move-
) kment Control Squadrons. X

® TA medics from 207 Field Hospital
RAMC (V) were the first to set up a working
50-bed field hospital in new hangar-like train-
ing premises in Towthorpe Lines, Strensall.
Built specially for Army Medical Services to
train TA medics, the facility can produce con-
ditions to simulate, for example, the climate of
the Gulf. Four different electricity supplies,
including a filed distribution system, can be
turned off to create the effect of power cuts.

serving in Bosnia are “shelling

£10,000 for the UK-based charity Hope ai
Homes for Children to build accommodation
for child victims of the Kosovo exodus. Teams
from 3 RHA (which can be contacted at Regi-
mental HQ, Operation Palatine, Jajce, BFPO
546) are attempting to carry a 96lb 155mm
shell around their locations in western Bosnia,
a distance of 650km, in 24 hours. )
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Crisis in Kosovo

Nato's biggest
contingent has a
vital role to play
In the critical
months ahead

THROUGHOUT
waiting and preparing for the move into
Kosovo, Nato’s massive ground force was
British-led. The 50,000-strong multina-
tional army, the greatest peace-enforce-
ment force ever assembled, is under the
command of Lt Gen Sir Mike Jackson,
and British soldiers make up the largest
national contingent, out-numbering even
the Americans.

Now British forces have taken on the
key role in Kosovo itself, having deployed
some 13,000 troops into the critical cen-
tral area of the province within a few days
of the peace agreement — effectively a Ser-
bian surrender — being signed.

With a main base in Kosovo’s capital
city, Pristina, British units continued to
deploy into the surrounding countryside,
at times taking on renegade Serb units
which were not respecting the peace
agreement. Mainly, though, they were
getting on with the crucial business of
supervising the orderly withdrawal of
Serb regular and paramilitary forces,
checking for mines and booby traps, and
supporting the return of refugees to their
homes.

CENTRAL REGION

British forces in Pristina control the
crucial central region. The other four
regions of the province are in the hands of
Britain’s four main Nato allies, the
United States, France, Italy and Ger-
many.

These countries, too, have taken on a
massive task. Italy’s 5,000 troops are con-
trolling the northern section centred on
Leposavic. About 7,000 US soldiers are
in the eastern zone, with Gnjilane as a
main base, while 7,000 French troops are
based in the western zone around the
town of Pec. The German Army controls
the southern region, including the main
gateway to Kosovo from Macedonia, with
a contingent of 4,500,

Other Nato countries are contributing
between 2,000 and 150 soldiers each, and
are attached to the main administrative
powers. The smaller contributors are The
Netherlands, Spain, Belgium, Greece,
Norway, Poland, Canada, Hungary, Por-
tugal and the Czech Republic.

the long months of

Flowers for a fusilier: Fus Garry O’Brien, a Warrior driver with the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Highland Fusiliers, accepts the smiling thanks of a Kosovar girl in a ransacked village
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British troops are key to peace

N

Welcome: Cheering
Kosovar children, left, in
Brazda camp wave to
British Army Warrior
armoured fighting vehi-
cles of the Irish Guards
as they make their way
towards the border for
the advance to Pristina

More pictures from
Kosovo In Pages 14,
15,16 and 17

How towrite to a
British soldier in
Kosovo - Page 17

What Milosevic
learned from Hitler
and Saddam

- Pages 66-67

® More than 200 sol-
ders from the Colch-
ester-based 1st
Battalion, The Royal
Gloucestershire, Berk-
shire and Wiltshire Regi-
ment and the Combat
Service Support Battal-
ion have been posted to
the Balkans.

NEXT ISSUE: We see the
KRH “liberate” Podujavo

Pictures:
Kevin Capon

Grim reality: Sgt Maj Mlck Robson, 1 Para, counts the markers on a site of a mass grave in
the Kosovo town of Kacnik. His battalion was among the first troops airlifted into Kosovo
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infcharge

Lt Gen Sir Mike Jackson announces
the terms of the peace agreement
which brought an end to the bombing

LT GEN Sir Mike Jackson is the sol-
dier who has come to typify Nato’s will
to succeed in the Balkans. He was
chosen to negotiate with the Serbs fol-
lowing diplomatic success in Bosnia,
where he was commander of the
United Nation’s implementation force
between 1995 and 1996.

A career soldier, Lt Gen Jackson has
served as commander of Nato’s ACE
Rapid Reaction Corps since 1997. He
comes from a Service family and began
his career at 19 in the Intelligence
Corps.

He transferred to The Parachute
Regiment in 1970, and commanded 1
Para between 1984 and 1986. He spent
two years at the MoD as director-gen-
eral of Personal Services (Army) and
has served in Northern Ireland and
Berlin.

Maj Gen Richard Dannatt, the
commander of British forces in
Kosovo, is an experienced Balkans
hand. He was appointed to command
the South-West Sector in Bosnia when
the peace-keeping mission was run by
the United Nations. On his appoint-
ment to head the 4th Armoured
Brigade he served under Gen Jackson
when the Bosnian operation was
handed over to a Nato-led command.

"




Crisis in Kosovo

THE WILD card in the peace-enforce-
ment pack is Russia. Although playing an
important part in the negotiations which
led to the peace agreement, and appar-
ently determined to take part in the
Kosovo peace enforcement mission,
Moscow refused to place its troops under
the central control of Nato.

The disagreement led, a few days later,
to a chilly and worrying stand-off
between soldiers of the 1st Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment, who were in the
vanguard of the British advance, and
Russian troops who had stolen a march
on Nato.

With the peace deal signed, and 50,000
Nato troops waiting for the signal to
move, international diplomats and Nato
commanders were surprised by the news
that a convoy of Russian armoured per-
sonnel carriers, with an estimated 200
troops, had left peace-keeping duties in
Bosnia and was racing though Serbia
towards Kosovo.

Frantic diplomacy extracted a promise
from the Kremlin that the unilateral
deplovment would halt at the Kosovo
border; but the troops continued their
advance. The competition to be first into
Kosovo has been compared to the race for
Berlin at the end of the Second World
War.

When the Paras and other troops
reached Pristina Airport on the first day
of the advance, they found that Russian
troops were already there, and, effectively
claiming the territory. The stand-off was
not hostile, but the Russians refused to
allow the Paras access to a large part of
the airport, claiming that the route had
been blocked by Serbian mines.

Race for Pristina: Paras go S—
head-to-head with Russians

torture
chamber

BRITISH soldiers unearthed a torture centre
in Pristina and have been helping war
crimes investigators to gather evidence of
atrocities they believe took place there.

Above and right: Paras

in the Kacnik pass
Below: Paras on patrol
in the eastern suburbs
of Pristina, for which
they are responsible

Above: A lookout from 1 Para locks on to
a potential target in Pristina. Behind him,
a sniper is already starting to take aim

Right: Pte Leigh Young, left, Pte Martin
Duffy, centre, and Pte Riki Albuery of 1
Para in a cornfield close to the Kosovo
border as 5 Airborne Brigade prepared to

A Soldier reporter and photographer
were the first journalists to enter the build-
ing, said to have been used by the feared
Federal Police (MUP) for interrogation and
torture. The building had been ransacked
by the departing MUP and dossiers and
papers destroyed. But enough evidence
remained to make it clear that torture and
perhaps killings had taken place there.

Rooms in the basement had been turned
into cells and a torture chamber. On the
floor lay spiked knuckle-dusters, a sword
or bayonet, a black hood, batons and base-
ball bats. One baton had been broken and
the felt-tip inscription on one bat was
translated as: “The mouth-shutter”.

STEEL BEDSTEAD

Perhaps most chilling of all was a steel
bedstead with straps for tying down vic-
tims. Pictures of victims were strewn on
the floor of an upstairs office. Also in the
building were weapons, mines and ammu-
nition.

Lt David Blakeley and his platoon from A
Coy, 1 Para took the building from the Serb
police, but had no idea of the horrors
within. Outside, guarding the entrance to
the building, were other LCpl Gary Simp-
son and Cpl Frank Gostling, both of 1 Pla-
toon, A Coy. “It’'s obvious what went on
here,” said Cpl Gosting. “All the tools of
the trade are here.”

move while a peace agreement was forged

Pictures:
Kevin Capon

July 1999 SOLDIER July 1999

The way in: A sapper with 1 Para, above, provides cover at a strategically vital bridge on the route from Macedonia




Crisis in Kosovo

Even some Serbs have helped Paras

-~ T = — S

® From Page 5

Pictures: Kevin Capon
and Capt Jim Gallagher

our blokes. The truth is, they’re scared of us.”

LCpl John Melville has strong opinions
about those who terrorised Kosovo: “They’ve
made life miserable for everyone,” he said.
“When we take their weapons we feel great.”

The Paras, along with the Irish Guards
doing the same work on the other side of the
wide boulevard that divides the city, are not
short of allies. “Most people are happy for us
to be here,” said L.Cpl Melville. He said even
some Serbs had put themselves at risk to pass
information that might help recover weapons.

Pte Mark Hodgkinson showed us a remark-
able note, passed to him by an old man. Con-
cerned that other Serbs might see him, the
man dropped the note at the soldier’s feet. It
read: “Please help us. Criminals that terrorise
us come from this part of the town and they
live in building block 1, entrance 4, number
10. Be careful because they are armed.”

GUNMAN'S HIDE

The information led to a gunman’s hide.
The potential killer had fled but his AK47 rifle
and ammunition were captured and added to
the motley collection of confiscated weapons.

Three days after the British arrival, occa-
sional shots were still reverberating around the
city. The Paras invariably responded, but not Watchful: Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles, part of 5 Airborne
always in time to save lives. Two children were Brigade, keep watch on the road north up the Kacanik Pass in the direction of Pristina
shot dead from a Yugoslav Army vehicle,
apparently in a final act of twisted bitterness.
An elderly man and two young women were
shot in another incident, and the same marks-
man briefly targeted a Para observation post.

In the ramshackle streets of Pristina it is not
easy to fire on gunmen, and the “hoods” as
they are known to soldiers are only too well
aware of this. But there were successes. The
summary execution of two Serbs, witnessed
by a Para OP, resulted in arrests, and an
Albanian father and his two daughters kid-
napped by Serb irregulars with rape — and
worse — on their minds were released when the
Paras were tipped off.

PARA "‘POLICE FORCE’

Ninety per cent of the soldiers’ work is less
dramatic. As the days go by local people have
increasingly seen the troops as a de facto police
force. Patrols have visited ransacked houses
and arranged for EOD experts to check them
for booby traps. Pouring oil on the troubled
waters of Pristina is an important job.

An Albanian couple insisted on showing the
soldiers — and Soldier’s reporter — the damage
Serb police had inflicted on the home of their
daughter, a refugee in the UK.

“I wanted to stay in my house, even if they

Insertion completed: Royal Air Force Chinook helicopters depart from Pristina
after airlifting soldiers of 1 Para to the outskirts of the capital city of Kosovo

I

killed me,” the man said. “Going out to buy
bread was dangerous, but last night we slept
well for the first time in three months.” He had
many different people in many different places
to thank for that, but for the moment the men

Evidence of ethnic cleansing? WO Andrew Kevill, a On the way: Warriors of the King’s Royal Hussars battle-group head for Kosovo

British Army intelligence officer, sifts through a pile . P gidees
of Albanian passports and identity cards found 90, YOU want to write to a British soldier in Kosovo ...

dumped on a site taken over by the 4th Armoured  IT couldn’t be easier. There are three address you can use: BFPO 559 for 4th
Brigade as a headquarters. It is believed the docu-  Armoured Brigade units; BFPO 560 for soldiers of 5 Airborne Brigade; and BFPO

of 1 Para were the subject of his gratitude. ool customer: Pte Karl Smith uses an umbrella to provide welcome shade while on : 4 ”

. 3o Ul i1« . » g : i z ay bee h it: eatre. Address the envelope to “A British soldier”,

“These soldiers”, he said, “are like brothers. sentry duty in a Warrior vehicle positioned outside the main gate of Petrovac camp ?e";:a:_'; il h;‘;’t o :r:z’r:fsc:;ﬁp;r;n;‘:gggg:‘a': sasgzspg,;sas[: o(:'tst‘?; ;%):nl'!hch afirst-class stamp and pop it in the nearest post box.
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MARQUEE FOR HIRE

This superior regimental marquee is:
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Captain Jeanette Critchell on
Civ: 01243 388206 or Mil: 729 8206.
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The Royal Air Force
Benevolent Fund Enterprise,
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The Royal International Air Tattoo,
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the ability to work at all levels. A team player, you |

This post is responsible for the planning and
co-ordination of the Emergency services,
Admissions and Security operations for RIAT.

Other duties include support to the Chief
Executive, managing local PR and liaison with
local authorities. You will need excellent interper-
sonal and problem solving skills, diplomacy and

will be computer literate, highly organised and
have Army/RAF/Police background or knowledge.

Salary details available on request.
Please send your CV and current salary details to:
The Personnel Manager, RAFBFE, RAF Fairford,
Glos GL7 4DL or fax on 01285 713268.

MESS
DRESS

We offer you personal service
and guaranteed satisfaction

UK Tel: 0113 282 6102
Fax: 0113 282 1457
BAOR tel: 05751 15087
BAOR mobile: 0171 5261340

UNIFORMAL

YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR

Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 ONU.
DIRECTORS: Kenneth van Dungie (mng); Lilian van Dungie (sec).
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This man confronted,
and overcame,
cancer three times

Report: Karen Moseley

Picture: Terry Champion
EVERYTHING was coming up roses for
Royal Engineer Capt Leo Stanton in
1993. He was about to marry the girl of
his dreams, his career was going well, and
his next posting was a fascinating two-
and-a-half years in Oman.

There was just one small problem
clouding his happiness. A few months ear-
lier, he had returned from exercise in
Kenya and it looked as though he might
have picked up a tropical disease.

“They thought I might have a blood
disease as I had some quite interesting
symptoms, but the tests were not conclu-
sive,” he recalled. “Carol and I got mar-
ried in Minley Parish Church and had the
reception in the manor; it was a fabulous
day. I was feeling all right, although a bit
gaunt, and then we went off to Bali for our
honeymoon.”

The axe fell as soon as he returned. He
was told by phone to go immediately to
Woolwich hospital.

“I thought it was a bit odd they couldn’t
tell me what it was over the phone, but
they can’t afford any ambiguity,” he said.

It was there he was told he had
Hodgkins disease, a cancer which attacks
the lymph glands. He was also told it was
98 per cent curable with routine
chemotherapy and a few doses of radio-
therapy to mop up the remains.

NIGHTMARE JOURNEY

But it meant saying goodbye to Oman,
and the villa that was to be their home,
and was the start of a nightmare journey
that lasted more than three years.

It took so long because Maj Stanton,
who is now OC of 55 Training Squadron
at the Combat Engineering School at
Minley, did not just get the cancer once. It
came back twice over the next three years,
and at one point he was given just a ten
per cent chance of survival.

During the first treatment, which lasted
eight months, he was in hospital every
month for intravenous chemotherapy and
on 30 tablets a day. “It is pretty barbaric,
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Iron will: After three brushes with cancer, Capt Leo Stanton is now enjoying life to the full

pretty primitive treatment, but then I was
well again and I thought I was cured.”

But the following October he recog-
nised the symptoms again, and this time
there was a tumour on part of his lungs.
The cancer had come back with a
vengeance and he underwent two back-
to-back bone marrow transplants at
Hammersmith hospital in what was still
experimental treatment.

After removing his own healthy bone
marrow he was given massive doses of
chemotherapy which literally started to
kill his body. The drugs were causing hal-
lucinations and making him hyperactive,
and there were times when he could not
stop crying. He was in isolation (“not too
bad, bit like being on a command vehicle
exercise”) and at his lowest ebb.

But not so low that he gave up thinking
about the future. It was while he was
going through the second bone marrow
treatment, that he decided to apply for a
master’s degree in business administra-
tion (MBA). He already had a B Eng
(Hons) in electronics from Shrivenham,
and had passed his staff college exams.

“I revised like mad, but when I went
into the exam I couldn’t remember a
damn thing because my mind was so

addled with all the drugs and pain killers.
I had to leave the room after five minutes
and was really irritated as I'd never failed
an exam in my life.,”

His iron will won through, however,
and earlier this year he was awarded the
degree by the Open University.

His achievement was all the more sweet
as, to everyone’s horror, the cancer
returned a third time after he had been
back at work just three months.

“It was then the consultants started
holding their heads in their hands and it
all went a bit quiet,” he remembered.
“The only treatment they could give me
was a similar dose of chemotherapy to the
one I had had the first time round, and
that seemed to knock it on the head.”

He has now been in the clear for more
than two years and is cautiously opti-
mistic — “doctors never tell you you’re
cured” — and enjoying life to the full.

During all the time he was ill, he says
the Army was totally supportive. “The
Army and the sappers gave me jobs where
the posts could be gapped or I could con-
valesce.

“I’ve been so impressed. I didn’t think
the Army was very good with people with
long-term illness, but it was outstanding.”
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Military author Charles
Whiting takes a look back
at those who, just under
half a century ago, went
off to fight a war that
changed the world

WHEN it all started 50 years ago next
summer, most squaddies went without
trouble. Obviously the brass had thought
the young 19-year-old National Service-
men might cause them a headache or two.
In fact, these first post-war conscripts
turned up aces. They even “volunteered”
to go. The old sweats did as they were
told. They hadn’t a clue where
Korea was, but when had the
average British soldier known
where he was going in
wartime?
It was the Z Reservists who
turned out to be a bit of a
problem. Mostly infantry-
men, they had been placed
(without pay or permission)
on the so-called Z Reserve
after being dem bbed at the

decade history of the Cold War)
were the hastily dispatched Regular
brigade of the Middlesex Regiment and
Argyll and Sutherland Highlandexs, plus
artillery (a Marine commando had pre-
ceded them).
Officially, the 2,000-odd men of this
first British Army unit belonged to the
27th Infantry Brigade. Unof-
ficially, they called themselves
the “Woolworths Brigade”.
The reason was simple. They
were going to war on a shoe-
string. Still equipped with the
left-overs of the Second World
War, they had to beg, borrow
or steal men, vehicles and
equipment.
In due course, as the fight-
ing in South Korea grew ever
more serious, and there was a
distinct pms]b;htv that the Allies would
be kicked out of that far-off country, the

Woolworths Boys were followed by the

nen of the 29th Infantry Brigade.
ther grew progressively worse
ins (40 below zero in the

h also acquired a nick-

By now this last-ditch position was
commanded by US General Bulldog
Walter. The former corps commander in
Patton’s Third Army in the Second World
War was typical of the US top brass with
their bellicose nicknames . . . Mad Mike,
Iron Mike, Will Bill, and so on. However,
Walton, who was fated to die in Korea

and lose his son there in combat, lived up

swift armoured strikes, proposed by the

American command. As long as the

enemy held the mountains, they would be

able to interdict the few valley roads.
Although the war in Korea had, by the

end of 1050, bcen vutuall Orgo

home in !

revived at |
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Dog days: Soldiers of The Middlesex Regiment serving with the UN, above, with
pets, move forward during the winter of 1950 to engage North Korean units

Early days: Led by the band of The Leicestershire Regiment, the 1st Battalion, The
Middlesex Regiment, left, marches past HMS Ceylon in Kowloon harbour to
embark in the Unicorn for passage to the Korean battlefields. The Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders left from Hong Kong on the same day, August 25, 1950

half a century ago, some 687
were killed, 2,498 wounded and
1,102 taken prisoner. Future
field marshals took part in it as
subalterns, as well as stars such as
Michael Caine. But when the end
came in July 1953, there was no
nationwide rejoicing, as there was
after the Second World War.
No mass hysteria in Trafalgar
Square, with people
getting drunk and
falling into the foun-
tain. The youthful vet-
erans came back unher-
alded. The nation had
seemingly forgotten
them. They even had to
pay for their own war
memorial.
Yet, although they
were unaware of it at
the time, those same young
men, old and still forgotten
now, helped shape the second
half of the 20th century. They
rmght even have saved the

is

PRI *
Korean War Memorial
being run by
Britain’s Korean vet-
erans. Top prize isa

ho{iday in Cyprus

went back to South Korea as guests of the
country’s legation in London, they were
féted as heroes. They had helped to make
South Korea one of the fastest-growing
economies in the world.

Earlier this year, when the Queen visit-
ed South Korea with several score veter-
ans of that Forgotten War, one of them,
77-year-old Barnie Dimmelow, had no
highfalutin’ ideas of having defended the
free world from commu-
nism. A former brickie, he
had been one of those
Glosters who had stood up
to 30,000 Chinese “com-
mies”. Captured, he spent
two years behind the wire.

In April, Barnie visited

what is called the Bridge of

No Return. Across it, half a
century ago, UN PoWs
(mcludmg Barnie) had been
led i ¢
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* On orders over E500 (Inciuding BFPO)

Phone NOW for our latest catalogue, price list and Armed Forces fiyer.

& Tel: 01705 822436 Fax: 01705 822177
4 NC\“\" I:":‘}'\'}l';?'“‘"':{‘m email sales@hargreaves-promotions.co.uk

@.D.Golding faiers PYE-SMITHS
_

Military Li d Civilian Tail
tirary ivery and Civilian Tailors SOLICITORS

4 NEW STREET, SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE, SP1 2QJ

@ COURT MARTIAL?
@ INTERVIEW WITH THE POLICE?
<« FAMILY PROBLEMS?
@« GRIEVANCE?
@ PERSONAL INJURY?

BOTH IN THE U. K. AND OVERSEAS WE CAN HELP.

WE SPECIALISE IN DEALING WITH THE PROB-
LEMS OF SERVICE PERSONNEL IN THESE AND

1 OTHER AREAS OF LAW.

Our Representative will call at your 30 MINUTES INITIAL FREE INTERVIEW.

request. Ring (01727) 841321 -
Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to:
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts ALT 4LW

- L
01722-412345 (OFFICE HOURS)
01722-336701 (OTHER TIMES)

0468-622237 (MOBILE)
01722-412321 (FAX)

MEMBER OF FORCES LEGAL NETWORK
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“ldon’t care if it upsets the entire Anglo-American \

special relationship ... go and swap it back!”

“These new unit flashes aren’t as colourful as
the traditional ones . .. but they do make flight
processing easier!”
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Feature

In search of thelost VCs

Years of painstaking
detective work have
reached fruition in a
magnificent new
published record

OF THE *“lost hundreds” of VCs lying in
unmarked paupers’ graves around the
world, all but a dozen have now been
located. In the United Kingdom alone,
more than 70 VCs were laid to rest with-
out a proper headstone or memorial.
Other final resting-places have gone into
slow decline over the years.

Slowly but surely, this shameful
neglect of the memory of our bravest
men is being addressed. A newly-pub-
lished two-volume reference work, Mon-
uments to Courage, in itself a monumen-
tal achievement, is a major step in the
process.

Fittingly, its sales will help The Star &
Garter Home for Disabled Ex-Service
Men and Women in Richmond, Surrey,
which has a suite named after Jack Corn-
well VC.

THIS aptly-titled book is truly a great
achievement, writes Gerard Sutton.

After decades of painstaking and metic-
ulous research, David Harvey has pro-
duced what is both a magisterial reference
work and a celebration of gallantry, self-
sacrifice and devotion to duty.

Monuments to Courage is the fruition of
the task begun by the late Canon William
Lummis MC, who died in 1985, aged 99.
Soldier and parson, Canon Lummis
devoted himself to compiling the defini-
tive catalogue of VC holders, with partic-
ular reference to graves and memorials.

David Harvey has put more than 36
years into the project, taking over the
reins after Canon Lummis died. His
work, in which he has been assisted by
volunteer helpers from all parts of the
world, has involved travelling to sites in
more than 50 countries, poring through
national and local records as well as con-
temporary illustrations, and constantly
checking and cross-checking facts.

Great effort has gone into correcting
errors perpetuated in previous reference
books and pinpointing accurate locations
of the final resting places of all but a few of
the 1,322 deceased recipients — including
hundreds lying in unmarked paupers’

A
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Monument to courage: Author David Harvey, confined to a wheelchair after a hit-and-run
accident in 1992, and Eric Wilson, who won the VC commanding the Vickers machine-gun
company of the Somaliland Camel Corps in 1940, study David's book Monuments to Courage
on the terrace of the Royal Star & Garter Home, which will benefit from proceeds of sales

graves around the world.

The result is that rarity, a reference
book that is also enjoyable as a good read.
There are more than 5,000 black-and-
white pictures, but what we have is much
more than simply an illustrated catalogue.
Fascinating details and vignettes abound.
Here are a couple of examples, chosen at
random:

® Timothy O’Hea, a private in the Rifle
Brigade, won his VC in 1866, unusually

not in battle, but by risking his life extin-
guishing a fire aboard an ammunition
train in Canada. Some eight years later he
disappeared without a trace during an
expedition in Sturt’s Desert, Queensland
Australia.

® Sir James Hills-Johnes, a Gunner
general, awarded the VC in the Indian
Mutiny, was reputedly murdered by a dis-
gruntled butler to whom he had refused a
public house licence.
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An impressive number of awards have
been made not for simply killing, but
rather for selfless attempts to save the lives
of comrades in conditions of appalling
danger.

One unpleasant fact emerges from even
a casual perusal — the shameful neglect of
so many brave men in later life and,
indeed, after death. Many — especially,
though not exclusively, former privates
and NCOs were buried in pauper’s
graves after an early death, their post-ser-
vice lives too often blighted by poverty
and ill-health.

As Sir Roden Cutler VC writes in his
foreword to volume one, more than 70
VC holders were buried in unmarked
graves in the United Kingdom alone.
Many other memorials quietly decline,
neglected and untended. Thanks to David
Harvey and his helpers, this state of
affairs is slowly being addressed.

Soldier has over the past few years car-
ried several accounts of ceremonies for
new headstones. These, mostly furnished
by regimental associations, and dedicated
with all due religious and military cere-
mony, go some way to restoring the digni-
ty we owe to our forgotten heroes.

SUFFERED

David Harvey suffered himself for his
devotion to his cause. During a research
visit to France in 1992 he was hit by a car
driven by a drunken motorist and is now
confined to wheelchair, effectively almost
housebound. In spite of all, he pressed on
and his remarkable scholarship has now
finally been published. Monuments to
Courage indeed.

No serious military collection should
be without it. Some may find the high
purchase-price a deterrent, but given
the quality of the production, the research
and the scholarship involved in the vears
of preparation and the fact that all pro-
ceeds go to the Royal Star & Garter
Home at Richmond, Surrey, it is perhaps
not unreasonable 'in this day and age.

To sum up, a long labour of love has
produced a reference book that thorough-
ly deserves to become a standard.

Monuments To Courage: Victoria Cross
Headstones and Memorials by David
Harvey. Two-volume large-format hardback
boxed set, published by the author in associa-
tion with Kevin and Kay Patience and avail-
able from Pat M da Costa, 124 Oatlands
Drive, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 9HL, priced
£75 plus £6.50 p&p. Cheques should be made
payable to “Monuments of Courage”; pro-
ceeds to Royal Star & Garter Home.
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SOLDIER has a set of the two-volume
Monuments to Courage, signed by both
the author and Eric Wilson VC, to award
as the prize in a special competition.
This magnificent boxed set, worth £75
and with an introduction by Princess
Alexandra, president of the Royal Star
& Garter Home, will go to the first entry

drawn which answers correctly the fol-
lowing question:

In which year was the Victoria Cross
instituted?

Send your entries to Soldier on a post-
card marked “Monuments to Courage”.
The closing date is July 2 and the
Editor’s decision is final. The winner’s
name will be published in the magazine.

Honour restored: Bugler Steven Miller and
Lt Col Clive Hodges, then CO 1st Battalion
The King's Regiment, at the 1994 dedica-
tion of the memorial headstone to Lt
William Forshaw VC after its rediscovery by
historians near Maidenhead. Lt Forshaw
won the supreme honour for gallantry for
his actions at Gallipoli in 1915 with the
1/9th Battalion, The Manchester Regiment.
He died in May 1943, but because of the
Second World War his grave was not hon-
oured as his regiment would have wished

Picture: Mike Weston
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The column that brings you
the lighter side of Army life

It's just not bad enough, chaps

WE ALL make mistakes, some more amus-
ing than others. That august institution
Hansard, legendary for its fast and accu-
rate transcriptions of Parliamentary busi-
ness, drops so few clangers that when it
does they are deafening.

Its report of the revised Order of Battle for
HQ Land Command contained the follow-
ing unintentional slur on the British Army:
“There will also be 2 (National Communica-
tions) Signal Brigade and nine deplorable
Brigade-sized formations.”

And it got worse. Another edition, with a
touch of light blue humour, informed MPs
that the Joint Rapier Training Unit was
being formed at RAF Honington “to meet
the need for increased deplorability”.

Elsewhere, someone asked where the
MoD bought its pigmeat. Hansard’s version
of the ministerial reply included the sen-
tence: “The balance of the requirement for
bacon and gammon and 100 per cent of the
port requirement is presently sourced in
the UK." Hic!

Staff chit-chat

Members of the officers’ mess at an Army
training regiment were considering ways to
raise extra cash. A one-armed bandit was
suggested and comments were invited
from the staff. One anonymous contribution
was: “One-armed bandits will never work in
an officers’ mess until someone invents one
that takes chits.”

Rapid promotion

From ex-soldier F Beck, of Penrith, comes
a cutting from the Cumberland and West-
morland Gazette reporting the wedding of
Carolyne Lewis and “Lieutenant Corporal
Tony Green”. Mr Beck comments; “Has this
anything to do with Options for Change or
have | been out of the Army for too long?”

Deadpan humour

The following candidate for the Calling a
Spade “An Implement for Manual Excava-
tion of Earth” Award for the use of
euphemisms was gleaned when a col-
league visited the Army School of Catering
abattoir at Aldershot.

Instructor: “What they [the student
slaughterers] don't like much is the transi-
tion between being alive and being dead.”

Interviewer: “You mean killing?”

Instructor: “Well, yes, sortof . . ."

Do you have a funny story or amusing cut-
ting you'd like to share with others? If it's
brief, decent and (prefer-
ably) true, send it to The
Joker, c/o Soldier. As a
bonus, we'll send a tenner
for ‘the best item used.




Save up to £25 on RAC membership

Cover as a driver or passenger in any vehicle
* 4 out of 5 breakdowns repaired on the spot
* Roadside repairs completed in an average of just 22" minutes

Soldier readers can save up to £25

0800 581 077

Please quote reference GE0008
Offer also available to existing
- RAC Members - call osao 722 72

.

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other RAC offer. Discounts only apply to certain service levels. Prices include Insurance Premium Tax at the standard rate on VAT exempt insurance and joining fee if applicable.
All details comect at the time of publication. Full membership details in RAC Terms of Membership
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On all new Micra's, Almera’s,
Primera’s, 2008X's & Patrols
Plus exclusive Payment plans for the Armed Forces on all our used cars

in stock, including Nissan Commercials, Diesels, and many other makes
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From Westminster to Wapping

A monthly digest of what’s being said in Parliament and the Press

BATTLEFIELD commanders and peacekeep-
ers are to get a new high-technology airborne
surveillance system which will give them a
greatly-improved picture of the situation on the
ground, Defence Secretary George Robertson
has announced.

The £800 million Airborne Stand-Off Radar
System (ASTOR) will operate at long distance
to give detailed, accurate and up-to-date infor-
mation about forces, infrastructure and vehicle
movements.

A consortium, led by Raytheon Systems Ltd
has been chosen as preferred bidder for the
ASTOR programme, which is expected to
create or sustain around 2,500 jobs in the UK,

“ASTOR is a joint Army and RAF require-
ment which consists of new, highly-effective
radar systems installed on high-flying Global
Express business jets. It will be a significant
step forward for the British Armed Forces, and
indeed for Nato,” said Mr Robertson.

The UK choice will now be considered for a
similar Nato-wide surveillance system current-
ly being studied by the alliance. The British
system is expected to enter service in 2005.

Gulf veterans’ ilinesses:There is strong sci-
entific evidence that Gulf vet-
erans report more ill-health
than other comparable
groups, Armed Forces Minis-
ter Doug Henderson told the
Commons in a written
answer.

“A further hypothesis, that
Gulf veterans are not all suf-
fering from a single illness,
seems to be gaining sup-
port” he said. “However,
there is still no medical or scientific consensus
about the aetiology of the illnesses being suf-
fered by some Gulf veterans.”

Mr Henderson said the need for further
research in the light of emerging studies in the
UK and elsewhere would be kept under regular
review by the MoD.

The MoD has identified 53,462 members of
the UK Armed Forces who were deployed on
Op Granby or to the Gulf region between Sep-
tember 1, 1990 and June 30, 1991, according
to the Defence Committee’s minutes of evi-
dence on Gulf veterans’ illnesses. As at March
5, 381 of these individuals were recorded by
the MoD as having died since April 1, 1991, of
whom 254 were Regular personnel recorded
as having died while serving in the Armed
Forces.

Information was being validated on another

And | quote. ..

All-seeing: An artist’s impression of how the
Airborne Stand-Off Radar System (ASTOR)
will fly high over the battlefield and beam
back information to ground commanders

17 Guilf War veterans reported as having died.

The Medical Assessment Programme
(MAP), now in existence for nearly six years,
had seen 2,801 patients in that time and a fur-
ther 29 were waiting to attend their first
appeointment. A total of 3,034 veterans have so
far sought a referral to the MAP, of which 204
have failed to appear for an appointment one or
more times.

Up to the middle of April, an
average of five new patients
had approached the MAP
each week, compared to 12 a
week last year and 19 in
1997.

Of 2,856 applications from
Gulf veterans for an award
under the War Pensions
Scheme, 2,003 had been
accepted, 272 rejected and
581 were still under consideration.

Shortfall: The shortfall for trained personnel in
the Army at April 1 was 6,089. The figure, for
UK Regulars, represents a 5.9 per cent deficit.
It does not include Gurkhas, who had a surplus
of 492, or Royal Irish Regiment (Home Ser-
vice).

Falklands: Asked to define the strategic
reason for maintaining a garrison in the Falk-
lands, the Armed Forces Minister said in a writ-
ten answer: “Our garrison on the Falkland
Islands is a demonstration of the Government's
commitment to ensure the security of the Falk-
land Islands and to uphold the right of the
islanders to determine their own future. We will
continue to provide a garrison comprising air,
land and sea assets, backed up by the capabil-
ity to reinforce if necessary.”

European army: Asked what discus-

INH

What the
papers say

Defence Secretary George Robertson: "Kosovo is a
tragedy. Brlkhaaﬂers.saﬂors,afmwandgrwndcraw
have helped to prevent it from becoming a permanent dis-
aster. They are bringing hope to hundreds of thousands of
victims of this last great act of 20th century barbarity at the
heart of our continent.”

sions had been held with EC President
Prodi on the establishment of a Euro-
pean army, the Prime Minister said in a
written answer that as there was no
question of creating a European army,
no discussions had been held.

mmmm
of lodges. — Daily Telegraph
[ ] mmmmm%u

reported are not
| o Army ot e Moy o Dol
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Skydiving

in Sunny Spain

Become a ‘Category 8' qualfied skydiver by training
with  Kevin McCarthy (many times British
Champion) The whole Accelerated Freefall Course
including video of each of the 8 jumps and a weeks
accommodation in Spain for only £1200. For full
details call 01372 801852 during office hours Mon
to Fri, or write to The Freefall Company, The Coach
House, West Street, Epsom, Surrey, KT 18 7RL

Close Protection
Excel Protection

Here Today, Have Tomorrow!
For 12 years we have taught all the best in Close
Protection. For our free Information Pack:
call 01372 726252 or write to:
Excel Protection, The Coach House, West
Street, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 7RL

3 WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE LTD

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor
Bromsgrove B61 8LL
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals and
Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of
E Full Size & Miniature Medals.

Credit card orders accepted by phone or fax. UK customers please add 17.5% VAT

VISA

LOST YOUR MEDALS?
WE CAN REPLACE THEM

FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN
IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

TOAD HALL MEDALS
NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH
DEVON PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672
Fax: 01752 872723
e-mail: th.medals @virgin.net

LOST OR NEW
MEDALS

32 The Crescent,
West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB
Tel: 0181 777 2428 or
0411 435 913

e

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND
DOESN'T KNOW WHERE TO START.

NEED A CV?
For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

F 5
PACKED FULL OF ALL THE INFORMATION P B
YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT OIL RIGS %ﬂun&gﬁdﬁgg
; est Midla
@® BOOKS TODAY @ B73 6PA
253 869808 0121-3855 2187
venue. Thormton-( leys '
s SERVICE
C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & M
BE A Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services,

2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different M
Presentation types available. Complete pac
providing Unbeatable Quality

For an Information Pack

please Phone or Write to:

Mr MacDonald
101 Market Place, South Cave,
Brough, East Yorkshire HU15 248
Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week)

PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD
FREE REPORT &

GETS YOU STARTED!
CALL OUR 24HR HOTLINE

NOW! ON: 0171-644 3075

Or write to:

ELITE MARKETING, DEPT(S), MILITARY CV
P. 0. BOX 2112, MITCHAM,
SURREY CR4 1QY, UK. EEEXE(S"EE

EXCITING! REWARDING! CHALLENGING!

HM Forces; established in 1984
A world-wide CV firm run by a former

Army officer and current full-time
career consultant. Past clients include

Appraisa[s men and women of all ranks from every
Wnung part of the Army.
Also
" Updates * Applications

* Job Search skills

* Self Marketing

* Interview Coaching
Full details from:

66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU
Tel: 01483 823766
Fax: 01483 534518

plus much more from the leading
HM Forces oriented CV specialist.
For a FREE Info Pack — Write or Call

SERVICE CV
Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS
PLYMOUTH, PL7 2HZ
Tel/Fax: 01752 344842 (24 hrs)

FIRMIN & SONS PLC

Established 1677
Taking Tradition into the Future

MEDAL DEPARTMENT
MINIATURE MEDALS SUPPLIED
Customers Full Size & Miniature Medals
mounted in either Court or Swing Style.

For the complete and professional service
at the most affordable prices available,

BY AFPOINTMENT
TOH M QUEEN ELIZABETH
THE QUEEN MOTHER
BUTTON MAKERS

Tel: 01213800 800 Fax: 01213593 321  Telex: 333720  e-mail: firmin@webbirmingham.co.uk @

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and
“cold cast bronze” figurines to suit

your needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or
S.A.E. for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend,
“Cold cast bronze" Kent DA12 5UE.

MR120 Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.
(approx 25cm) Fax: (01474) 537166.
£55.93 incl.

Firmin House, 82-86 New Town Row, Birmingham, B6 4HU

VERNON REES & GOODALLS

CIVIL, MILITARY & LIVERY TAILLORS

MESS KITS

High Quality « Competitive Prices
Easy Payment Terms
GERMANY-TEL:

0541 40950611

ENGLAND-TEL:

0113 2 880 880

VERNON REES & GOODALLS = CIVIL MILITARY & LIVERY TAILORS
UK = LEEDS = TEL: 0044 113 2 880 B8O = FAX: 0044 1D 2 880 Bod

REGIMENTAL SHIELDS, PLAQUES AND SHIELDCLOCKS

In good company with most Regiments and Corps of the British Army, we made your Shields
for the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia and most other UN locations.

Let us design your Regimental and Operational Shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham, BA18 7AF.
Tel/fax: 0121 454 5393
Minimum order 25 shields — £10.95. No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50
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Adventurous training

Deselt stormers

THEY bill it as “The Toughest Foot
Race in the World”. And they may
be right.

The Marathon Des Sables in the
Sahara covers 140 miles of hot
desert sand and rock. There is min-
imal back-up and, apart from
water, the runners have to carry
their own supplies. Entries, this
year from 28 nations, were limited
to 600.

Commanding officer Lt Col John
Wootton, WO2 (SSM) Chris Sturdy,
Sgt Rab Lundie and LCpl Kev Bett
made up a four-man team sent to
North Africa by 22 Engineer Regi-

ment, currently serving in Bosnia.
For the entrance fee — £2,250 a
person — the team owed much to
2iC Maj Stick Whitchurch, who
came up with pledges. They also
ran for the Leukaemia Research,
Naomi Children’s Hospice and
Army Benevolent Fund charities.
Among 110 British competitors
in the race was Maj Lawrence
Williams RE, who completed the
marathon in 1987, Capt Jay Turner
RE and 2nd Lt Garth Miller RGR.
The sappers were the first British
team home, with 29 Commando RA
next best and Lt Col Wootton a

Dragon chase

Exercise Finalis Dragon,
an ambitious attempt
to conquer Nepal's 18
trekking peaks, is the
British Army’s flagship
adventurous training
expedition this year

MORE than 150 men and women
from all ranks, regiments and corps
will be heading for Nepal from Sep-
tember in an attempt to climb all 18
of the county’s trekking peaks before
the end of the year.

be led by Maj David Baggaley,
APTC, officer commanding the Joint
Services Mountain Training Centre,
are all members of the Army Moun-
taineering Association.

More than 18 teams, each made up

The expedition members, who will /

of ten men and women, will be taking
part. Each team has a peak allocated
to it and will have up to six weeks to
complete treks to summits ranging from
5,500m to 6,300m.

One team will be made up of soldiers
from 3 Cheshire (V), while another will
be an entirely female group under Capt
Rachel Semple RE, of 44 Cadet Training
Team in Wales. She plans to conquer Imja
Tse (Island Peak) at a height of 6,240m.

Capt Semple said: “It will be hard work
at that altitude but with the training and
the morale in the team, we should make
'

Subsidiary aims of the expedition are to
produce a detailed guidebook of the

Leading the way: Capt Rachel Semple gets a
taste for icy conditions while training at Glencoe

peaks and a cyber system of medical assis-
tance for the people of Nepal. The med-
ical project will link hospitals in Nepal by
Internet to trainee doctors on university
secondments.

The ambitious exercise was conceived
by Maj Baggaley under the patronage of
Gen Sir Sam Cowan, Chief of Defence
Logistics. The medical side is being
developed by the appropriately-named
Capt Ali Everest, an Army doctor at
RMA Sandhurst. The guidebook element
is being handled by Lt Sal Ahsan of the

Army Presentation Team.

Join a scientific expedition to the Antarctic - details on Page 64
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Beau gesture: Saharan runners Lt Col John Wootton, left
LCpl Kev Bett, WO2 (SSM) Chris Sturdy and Sgt Rab Lundie

Still time to
run the NY
marathon

THERE is still time to enter the New York
Marathon and run for a worthwhile cause.
The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association is
seeking fund-raisers for the race on Novem-
ber 7. Participants will arrive in New York on
November 4 and stay at the Holiday Inn on
Broadway. All that is needed is a personal
contribution of £150 and a commitment to
raise £1,600 in sponsorship.

A £150 deposit must be paid with every
application and a minimum of £1,000 spon-
sorship money by September 23.

Further information from the association’s
Nick Chetwood on 01539 737500.

@ If the New York Marathon doesn't
appeal, how about cycling across Cuba?
The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association
has launched its 1999 Cuba Challenge, a
215-mile sponsored coast-to-coast cycle
ride planned in November and December.
Once again there is a personal contribution
(this time it's £250) and a commitment to
raise £2,100 in sponsorship. Informati

packs on 01539 735080. 3
\

Travels with a
(cuddly) donkey

SPAIN’S Sierra Nevada mountain range was
the venue for a party of soldiers and a cuddly
toy called Dobbin.

Twelve members of the AGC Field Detach-
ment of the 1st Battalion, The Green Howards
and two members of the regiment joined
Dobbin in the mountains of Andalucia.

Dobbin the donkey, a cuddly toy belonging
to project leader Capt Simon Gorski, became
the official mascot as the expedition climbed
to Trevelez, at 1,800m one of the highest
villages in Spain. All members of the team
had their trekking and navigation skills put
to the test. With rope work and security on
steep ground thrown in for good measure,
they .also earned the Summer Mountaineer-
ing Proficiency certificate.
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Feature

Gunners'

Abseiling, climbing, canoeing and rafting are
just a few of the activities available at the Royal

Artillery Adventurous Training Centre in Wales

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston

THE GUNNERS’ adventurous training
centre in Wales is all about challenge;
pushing oneself to the limit and learning
skills requiring initiative and endurance.
But for first-time visitors just finding the
Snowdonia centre may be challenging
enough.

Best advice is to just head for Betwys-
Y-Coed, then point yvour car down the
A470 towards Blaenau Ffestiniog and
keep an eye open for a small hamlet called
Hafodgwenllian. There, nestled in the
side of a heather-covered hillside, you will

roofed buildings and for a non-Welshman
the first pronounceable sign for miles:
The Royal Artillery Adventure Training
Centre.

Drive too fast and you will miss it, but
this, according to the centre’s OC, Capt
Chris Rechia, is the way it is supposed to
be. “We like to keep a low profile and
blend in. You won’t see too many military
vehicles here and the buildings are like
any others that you would find in the area.
We don’t want to make too much
impact.”

Small and unobtrusive the centre may
be, but the six instructors are very proud
of the specialist equipment at their dis-

e

Diary of an)
adyeniturer |

recollections.

Gnr Mal Beckett, left, spent sev- |
eral days at Hafodgwenllian as
part of a lance bombadier lead-
ership course. These are his |

Day one. Today both our map reading and our £
ability to lead were tested. There were eight tasks,
including “Great Time” in which each team nomi-
nates one person to be submerged under water
for 30 seconds in possibly the coldest lake in north
Wales. | know because | was that man.

find a complex of rustic stone and slate- posal. Kit for climbing, abseiling, canoe-
ing, caving, camping and rafting is issued
on permanent loan by the stores depot at
Thatcham. Trainees can turn up at the
centre with little more than a stout pair of
boots and within minutes be ready for
whatever the mountains can throw at
them.

“We have a pretty nice little set-up
here,” admitted the OC. “We’re totally
self-contained, with good dormitory
accommodation, cooking facilities and
access to some of the best mountains,
moorlands and lakes in the country.”

He might also have mentioned
“beauty”, because here, just a short drive
or a long hike from Snowdon, the panora-
ma is breathtaking.

MOUNTAIN MAGIC

Day two. We were split into two groups, one going
rock climbing and the other rafting. When we |
arrived at the lake we were told that we were not
going to get wet. The next thing we knew we were
balancing with one foot on either side of a canoe,
bobbing for alt we were worth in order to go for-
ward. Raft-building took place on dry land, and
that's where it stayed because the instructor
down the rocky coastlines and cliffs that thought that it was too cold to risk our not-so-reli-
skirt the nearby Irish Sea. able rafts in the middle of the lake. For this | thank
i him.

RMDVENRTRGCENTR[!‘ Almost a third of Hafodgwenllian’s

clients are repeat customers, testament,
i surely, to its success. Chief Instructor
\ SSgt Dave Norris is himself a returnee,
| having spent three tours at the centre

What goes up can (usually) get down: A
student, main picture, enjoys (or endures) .
his first experience of climbing and abseil- - Mg

together and clamber around, up and

ing. Both are standard fare at the centre

Not just any old iron: Instructors Bdr Mike
Lloyd and Sgt Richard Barry, inset, swap
notes on climbing equipment quality

Days three and four. These days were spent out
in the hills testing our navigational skills, Each |
group took a different route and met up at a cave
system where we were to spend the night. Two

HAFODGWENLLAN

D

Paddle your own canoe: Training Centre
water sports instructor Bdr Keith Miles
puts a Canadian canoe through its paces

Trainees, mostly gunners but also a  ity, but trainees are urged to push them- ™ since 1986. His thrills come not so much groups arrived at the caves in daylight, but one
surprisingly large number of soldiers selves and discover qualities of courage, i - from the activities but from seeing so decided to get geographically embarrassed and
from other corps and regiments, usually judgement and leadership. | \ } & many men and women achieve objectives walked around aimlessly. We finally arrived and
spend a week at Hafodgwenllian, either More formal leadership cadres stress j L ;’; that they thought were impossible, “Over had the best night’s sleep of the whole course.
participating in leadership cadres or that targets must be attained in order to i l | a week we really see people develop,” he
simply enjoying a challenging break. pass. But for many other groups, particu- ‘ u ‘ said. “We see them with a real buzz of
Most of them appreciate the region’s larly those for whom a stay at the centre is | | 4 achievement and we know that they’ve Book a bl'eak at the RAATC
beauty. After long days spent tramping a way of winding down following an oper- yoh had such a good time that many will come Accommodation at the centre is in high
the hills, climbing rock faces or becoming ational tour, the regime is more relaxed. " back.” demand, so if you want to book a few
drenched in the rivers and lakes, it can be “Generally, it’s up to them how much ' SSgt Norris’s judgement is endorsed by days there and test yourself in the great

difficult to persuade them to return to
their snug huts or to pitch their tents.
“People often just want to stay up on the
mountain tops and watch the sun go
down,” said Capt Rechia. “And who can
blame them?”

The 53 courses held each year are
designed according to the needs of indi-
vidual groups. No one is forced to hike,
climb, dangle or paddle beyond their abil-

they do. Soldiers reap what they sow from
these courses,” said Capt Rechia. “If they
want to sit around or go to the pub, then
they can, but if they want to go away at the
end of the course knowing that they have
achieved something, then they can do
that as well. Most people opt for the chal-
lenge.”

It would take a particularly idle soldier
to ignore the opportunities for fun. Rock-
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“CO said he wanted a more
ethnically correct sign”

climbing, abseiling and fell-walking are
included in most courses, while optional
activities include mountain-biking, raft-
building, white-water rafting, caving and
coasteering, the centre’s latest thrill-a-
minute activity. Participants are roped
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many scribbled remarks in the visitors
book. “Another cracking week in Wales,”
wrote one client.

And, rather worrvingly, another com-
mented: “What goes up can’t necessarily
get down.” Never mind. If that trainee
returns to Hafodgwenllian the staff will,
no doubt, delight in teaching him or her
not only how to get up the mountain but
also how to get down again.

outdoors, plan well in advance. Prefer-
ence is given to those who wear the Royal
Artillery cap badge, but soldiers from any
unit are welcome.

Dormitory accommodation and instruc-
tion costs £6 a night (not including food).
The self-contained annexe, which is suit-
able for family groups, costs £30 a night
for gunners and £40 a night for those not
in the regiment. Contact the centre on
01690 750267 for more details.




My Army: MIcrAZL FICiK

To our shame, many of

us know of the Korean
War only through
television's MASH. But
now a British soldier

who was there has told

the full story of the

conflict that took British

troops into the white
heat of the Cold War

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston and
collection of Michael Hickey

MICHAEL HICKEY describes his role
in the Korean War as that of “a mere
packhorse”. If his assessment is correct,
he is one of the most observant and eru-
dite creatures the Army has produced.

As a Royal Army Service Corps subal-
tern in charge of a fleet of trucks, he spent
two years criss-crossing the Korean
Peninsula in support of the teeth arms of
the 15 nations fighting under the United
Nations banner, attempting to drive
North Korean and Chinese armies from
the south.

He could not, of course, be everywhere,
and his book, The Korean War: The West
Confronts Communism, relies heavily on
exhaustive interviews with other UN
combatants and a few from the other side.
He writes of ordinary soldiers who fought
both blitzkrieg and First World War static
campaigns through baking summers and
freezing Manchurian winters. But, cru-
cially, the narrative sparkles with the zest
of the eyewitness.

Michael Hickey can look back on a
career that included far more than his
stint in Korea. He flew helicopters in Suez
and East Africa and held staff jobs in
Aden and Singapore, to mention just a
few exotic postings. But Korea has always
preoccupied him, and, despite the book,
there is no sign that he has got the war out
of his system.

When we visited the Hickey home near
Winchester, we found a self-effacing man
being fussed over by his wife, Bridget, and
looking rather less than his 70 years.
Relaxing in his garden, he cooed over two
dogs and a much-beloved pet turkey

called Martina (an escapee from a Christ-
mas dinner farm, she pays for her keep by
presenting her owner with one egg a day).

He rustled through files and albums of
sketches and cartoons (Hickey is an
accomplished artist), photos and notes;
gems with which he illustrated our conver-
sation.

The snaps and drawings reveal a grim
environment, but the memories produced
only smiles and laughter; much of it
directed at himself, his platoon and his
long-defunct cap badge, that of the
RASC.

Units that considered themselves to be
more glorious referred to the RASC as
“the Jam Stealers” or “the Alley Slopers’
Cavalry”. Hickey does not mind because
he knows that behind the jokes was an
efficient logistic force not averse to get-

Almost 50 years on: Michael Hickey, Korea soldier-historian, is proud of his “Jam Stealers”

ENYg

ting stuck in with front-line troops. “The
moment I got into the corps I realised it
did everything for the Army,” he said. “We
had to learn how to run a pack-horse
company, we did air despatch, we learned
how to run a landing craft and even how
to slaughter cattle.”

Compared to these skills, running a
fleet of ambulances and lorries, the job of
Hickey’s platoon on landing at Pusan in
late 1950, just six months after the North
Koreans had invaded, should have been
relatively simple. It would have been were
it not for some long-forgotten planner
back home. With a characteristic guffaw
Hickey pointed back over 50 years to
“some clowns who decided that two-
wheel-drive Austin ambulances would
work in Korea. They had forgotten that
there were only about 50 miles of sur-
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faced roads.”

The ambulances were eventually
replaced by three-ton lorries. These reli-
able workhorses carried Hickey’s little
band of Jam Stealers into and out of sticky
positions across the length and breadth of
Korea.

He remembers the platoon as an
unlikely social grouping; reservists and
veterans of the Second World War,
National Servicemen and Regular troops.
They were men who would probably not
have been friends back in class-divided
Britain, but who mixed together well in
this ad-hoc army.

He speaks with particular fondness of
his oddball driver and batman, Cecil
“Ginger” Fitzmorris, who shocked every-
one in the platoon by suddenly becoming
the eighth Earl of Orkney when his father
died. “Ginger was totally irredeemable,”
recalled Hickey with another of his guf-
faws. “He used to get fearfully drunk. We
shipped him home with sighs of relief in
1051.”

They met up again in London some
years later and resumed their old friend-
ship. The eighth Earl would invite Hickey
and his wife to dine at the House of
Lords. “And,” remembered the peer’s old
OC with ill-disguised emotion, “of course
he marched with me in Whitehall on
Remembrance Day.”

Hickey felt that he had to tell the men
why they were putting their lives on the
line so far from home. “I thought that
they had to know we were not just stooges
of the American imperialists, as the Chi-
nese leaflets described us. So we had dis-
cussions on winter evenings.” But these
were no simple arguments. Some of the
soldiers were card-carrying communists,
although they had been told by the party
to be model soldiers. Hickey recalls that
they would tell their colleagues about the
virtues of communism, but never shirked
their duties.

Such political ambiguity was not

SOLDIER July 1999

uncommon among troops who were cap-
tured. Hickey writes of soldiers who
became virtual political commissars in
prison camps. “Before they went in the
bag, they were good soldiers,” he insists.
Although their work should have kept
the Jam Stealers behind the front lines,
they saw the fighting for themselves. On
one occasion a heavily-armed company of
American GIs passed through Hickey’s
post. “Jeeps, half-tracks, light tanks, the
lot,” he recalls. “A Jock in the Argylls
stopped them and said, ‘Hey lads, it’s
dangerous the noo — the hills are crawling
with gooks’. An American said, ‘Don’t

L % %
Then: Hickey, aged 21, en route for Korea

worry, Limey, we’ve got what it takes’,
and off they zoomed, lights blazing, into
the night.”

Later the British troops watched as,
several miles into the hills, the sky lit up
with flares and explosions. A few days
later they came across the aftermath. The
GIs had camped for the night, failed to
post adequate sentries and were slaugh-
tered. Hickey recalls the scene as
“sickening”, but he insisted that his men
inspect the dead soldiers. “Many of them
were slack about guard duties. But they
never ever failed after that.”

Sandhurst had instilled some useful
knowledge into the young officer, but he
notes that the instructors sometimes
missed the obvious. “We were taught
about the phases of war; the advance-to-
contact, the set-piece assault. . . but
nobody ever taught us about the rout. I
saw my first rout when an entire Korean
division retreated in disarray from the
Pukhan Valley. Our brigade had to go
straight into the line. We managed to
bring a two-divisional Chinese advance to
a halt, and for 96 hours we got no sleep.”

REMARKABLE

At Pukhan he witnessed remarkable
fighting. “We had this marvellous New
Zealand gunner regiment who at one
point were fighting the Chinese infantry
with ramrods. Huge Maori gunners were
killing them with their bare hands. But
they never lost a gun.”

Hickey cannot explain why Korea, a
war which claimed 1,078 British lives, has
largely slipped from our memory, or even
why when the war ended little honour was
paid to the men who fought. “I feel that
the veterans have been treated very shab-
bily,” he complains. “Other nations treat
their Korean veterans with very much
more respect and concern.”

But Hickey is not bitter. It is obviously
far more important to him that he and his
old comrades remain a close-knit group
of friends. Every month he joins 40 or so
others who live in the south of England
for lunch. They keep an eye on each other
and help out any members of the group
who have fallen on hard times.

When the eighth Earl of Orkney, who
only ever made one speech in Parliament
and was described by his wife as “the
great living argument for the abolition of
the Lords”, died last year, Michael
Hickey and about 15 of his comrades
turned out for the funeral. There was no
one else there, but they carried their
branch standard, said goodbye to Ginger
Fitzmorris . . . and remembered Korea.

@




Who dares — special feature

Report and pictures: Graham Bound

THE ARMY had crossed a third of the
globe to achieve a trouble-free and victo-
rious leg in the inter-Service Transglobe
race, but the Hong Kong to Singapore
phase of the Services’ greatest-ever sailing
project was just that.

True, someone forgot to put a tin-
opener in the galley and the satellite
communications system never worked,
meaning that staff at the Transglobe base
back in Britain obtained only fleeting
fixes on Broadsword, but as the big red
Nicholson 55 cutter sped south from
Hong Kong dodging islands, oil rigs, fish-
ing boats, perhaps even pirates, it was
enough for the crew to know from
increasingly brief and curt VHF radio
communications with the other boats,
that they were in the lead — and this
despite the fact that Broadsword is
marginally heavier than the Navy’s
Adventure and the RAF’s Racer.

Success undoubtedly relied to a
great extent on the pre-race prepa-
ration and training, for which,
ironically, the crew had to thank
Typhoon Leo, the first of the
season’s super-storms.

The safety-conscious Transglobe
organisers postponed the start by
two days while the storm put the
wind up Hong Kong residents,
before veering to the east and
blowing itself out. Broadsword’s
boys (disappointingly, not a girl
among them — few women soldiers
have applied for places on the
Transglobe) used the extra time
well, familiarising themselves with
the big yacht, fixing minor prob-
lems which had troubled her on the
leg from Hawaii and, most impor-

tantly, training hard.
Although skipper Lt Col Robert
Stovell and mates Cpl Larry

Taylor, Sgt Ken Church and a few
of the other crew were old Nic 55
hands, and others at least had some
ocean-going experience, a quarter
of the crew — the writer among
them — had virtually no experience
of ocean sailing. Ensuring that
everyone was familiar with

apore Sli

A Soldier writer crewed for the Army’s Broadsword as
she won the latest leg of the Transglobe race. But as he
describes in this four-page feature, it was a bitter battle

Broadsword and one with her own pecu-
liarities — was essential if every crewman
was to play a full part.

On training forays Broadsword weaved
her way through the heavy traffic, alter-
nating between the giant number one
genoa foresail (the workhorse sail of the
trip) and the two huge spinnakers; honing
the drills which would see action for real
on dark nights with winds blowing up to
force seven.

The work paid dividends a few days
later. The Army established their boat’s
healthy lead within a few hours of the
firing-gun booming across Clearwater
Bay near Hong Kong, and that advantage
was sustained for almost 1,400 miles.

Robert Stovell set a south-westerly
course, following (as much as the frustrat-
ingly varying winds and currents allow-
ed) a rumb line passing within ten miles

Heading for clear victory: Close-hauled and at
speed, skipper Lt Col Robert Stovell sheets in the
genoa, while Cpl Tim Butt maintains the course

of Vietnam.

Adventure, apparently gam-
bling on finding more wind to
the east and then to the west,
quickly slipped behind. Racer
and her RAF crew, on the
other hand, stayed doggedly in
the wake of Broadsword. Just
once did she take the lead, and
then only briefly.

The tension was palpable.
Once, on a dark night while
two watches fought to bring
a wayward spinnaker under
control in a force 6, a lookout
on Broadsword’s stern spotted
a faint light on the horizon
which was probably Racer.
Crewman Chris Bolshaw des-
cribed the watch for the foe as
“the hunt for Red October”.

Gradually, though, the
Army widened the gap, and
when, one morning, Racer’s
skipper called with a ring of
optimism in his voice, all fears
had dissipated. “Broadsword,
can you confirm that we can
see you on our starboard
bow,” requested the excited
skipper. “Not unless you’ve
got the ******* Hybble Tele-
scope, mate!”, came the
quick-as-a-flash answer (for-
tunately not transmitted)
from CplTim Butt. Racer had
actually spotted Adventure.

Broadsword dashed on
south towards Singapore, veering to the
west and east from time to time, beating,
reaching and, on one notable occasion,
running goose-winged (flying two
genoas), the main at maximum extension
and a jury-rigged trysail strung from
rear stay. If the skipper had been wear-
ing a duffel-coat instead of swimming
trunks, that too would have been up the
mast.

It could only have been demoralising
for the RAF and the Navy. From radio
conversations monitored by Broadsword it
was clear that the boats had united in
their struggle against the Army, and sus-
pected Broadsword had used her engine to
make such good progress in light winds.

July 1999 SOLDIER

The propeller was, however, never
engaged, and the suggestion of under-
hand tactics did nothing for inter-boat
relations.

A few days before the finish, with frus-
tration at its highest and winds at their
lowest, it became clear that the other two
boats were, however, running on some-
thing other than fresh air. As required by
the rules, Racer’s skipper announced that
both he and Adventure had switched on
their engines and engaged their pro-
pellers. It was, effectively, throwing in the
towel. The two skippers hoped that
Broadsword would follow suit and victory
would then be down to the boat which
used its motor the least. But they were
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Ready: Against the panorama of Hong Kong, Eroawo crUIse towads he start line

badly mistaken. Although Adventure
retired from the race a few hours out of
Singapore, she and Racer enjoyed the
brief pleasure of crossing the line first.
Broadsword soldiered ony finishing just a
few hours later, undersail . . . and the very
clear winner.

Nothing can diminish the Army victo-
ry, but the pleasure was tainted. There
was no warm reunion of the crews over
Tiger beers at Raffles Marina. There was
too much acrimony for that. But the race
showed that competition in the Trans-
globe is as serious as that which you will
find in any ocean event, from the Ameri-
ca’s Cup down. And passions can run
every bit as deeply.

Picture: Peter Clarke

Race diary

Day 2
QUR first full day at sea, and we appear to be
well in the lead. The startin Hong Kong was a
furious affair. Racer with the RAF crew were
actually first across the line, but, close-
hauled at about six knots, we soon overtook
them.

Those resting below are disturbed by the
voice of the skipper: “Damn, | thought we had
them stuffed.” One of the lookouts has spot-
ted Adventure on the western horizon. She
appears to be on a faster point of
sail. We decide to jibe as soon
as Adventure does, and
slowly re-establish our lead.

Day 3

Last night Red Watch took
over the cockpit at midnight
to find Broadsword bowling
along under the light “Pax”
spinnaker. Within 15 min-
utes this has changedinto a
scene of chaos. A wind shift
causes the kite to collapse
and wrap around the
forestay. In the blackness
and with a fast developing squall, this is wor-
rying.

Almost magically, the unmistakable bulk of
Larry, our gentle giant of a first mate,
emerges from the foredeck. He has been
curled up in a sail. But even his efforts cannot
sort out the problem. Finally with the wind
rising, second mate Ken climbs the mast and
releases the halyard. We gradually haul the
sail down. Incredibly, it is undamaged.

Day 4

After a reasonable night's progress, we hit a
“hole” in the wind. We hoist and lower sail
after sail, but none give us any forward move-
ment. Eventually, someone says “stuff this”,
and jumps into the sea. We all follow. This
may have been how the Marie Celeste hap-
pened.

The wind's return excites the skipper. “Yes!
We're back in the race, Adventure is way
back there somewhere, and Racer is stuck in
a wind hole. | can smell 'em!”

Day 5

We spend the day beating fast into a head
wind. “Bloody exhilarating!” says Larry as he
begins his fifth hour at the wheel. We touch
eight knots, with Broadsword’s leeward
gunnel under water and her bow slicing
through waves.

There is a worrying encounter with two
other boats. Piracy is a real risk in this area.
We watch with growing concern as the fishing
craft, probably from Vietnam, approaches.
We stay on course with every man on deck to
show that we won't be a push-over. The
boats just have a good look and sail on. They
may have been real fishermen, but, as the
skipper says, “we feel like an old lady waiting
to be mugged”.

Day ©
Despite enjoying a night of the same good
winds that had blessed us, Racer has not
made up much ground. We learn that the two
trailing boats are cruising just a few hundred
metres apart some 12 miles behind us and
enjoying the company. We don't have time for
socialising.

We sail goose-winged (with genoas on
either side of the mast) and later we even put
up a fourth improvised sail.

...

® Continued on Page 37

Skipper, Lt Col Robert
Stovell, checks
Broadsword’s GPS
with a trusty sextant
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Getting every square inch of sail aloft,
above, Larry Taylor teeters above the
cockpit. Chris Bolshaw at the wheel

Close-hauled and holding course for Singapore. Colin
Henry on the helm, overlooked by Kris Steward

Soldier writer Graham Bound describes why
his assignment as one of the Broadsword’s
crew was one of his most challenging

THE most jarring shock was the grinding
punishment of the watch system. Four hours
on deck (three at night), helming, hauling on
sheets and changing sails was hard work.
When a spinnaker became tangled or rising
winds demanded a quick sail change on a
foredeck awash with foaming sea, it became
dangerous; even scary.

And there was little respite in the several
hours of “mother” watch; cleaning, cooking
and baking bread in the sweltering galley.

The allocated three or four hours off, either
spent sweating in one of the nine coffin-like
bunks (with 12 crew, hot-bunking was
inevitable) or curled up in a sail on deck
offered little chance for recovery.

But there were pay-offs. In spite of ravenous
appetites satisfied with some inventive meals
(please, no more unidentifiable stew laced
with curry powder, or tinned kippers ever)
the chubbier among us lost weight. Perhaps,
thanks to those winches, we even built up
some muscle.

But most of all there was the camaraderie
which ensured that no badge of rank was
ever mentioned, and which enabled us to find
whatever was necessary in ourselves and in
our boat to win the race. Nice one, guys.

Y

Adrian Russell, above, on mother
watch, makes the daily loaves

The winning crew, above. On the
boom: Cpl Larry Taylor, SSgt
Chris Bolshaw, Cpl Tim Butt, LCpl
John Hardman, Cpl Adrian Russell
and Maj Boyd Holborn. Front: Sgt
Ken Church, Graham Bound of
Soldier, Cpl Kris Steward, Capt
Colin Henry, Lt Col Robert Stovell
and Pte John Melton

Cleaner and a lot cooler, Colin
Henry, left, enjoys a little of the
South China Sea

Winch! Sheeting in the massive
foresail, right, is a job for two men.
Chris Bolshaw winches while
John Melton takes the strain
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Race diary

® From Page 35

Day 7
Dreadful heat. We struggle to stay cool as the
winds die. Attimes the deck is too hot walk on
with bare feet.

We have our second scare this evening as
afishing boat steams straight at us and sits a
few hundred yards off, its crew watching us.
The skipper sends a message to the other
boats in the race indicating that we have visi-
tors. After a few minutes, though, the visitors
motor off.

Day &

Low winds around mid-day seem to be stan-
dard. The wind goes almost on schedule,
and we sit there depressed and thirsty. Then
someone checks the instruments and finds
we are actually going backwards. The laugh-
ter starts quietly before becoming almost
hysterical.

By evening we are under way again. Spir-
its rise despite a supper of tinned pork, tinned
beef stew, tinned peas and curry powder
which is ravenously consumed but con-
demned as noxious. Bating the mother watch
is an enjoyable sport.

Day 9

Today we relish the rare pleasure of heavy
rainfall. If anyone could see us they would
wonder about our sanity. We strip off and
lather our salty hair with shampoo, while
holding up saucepans to collect the water.
Blessed relief! We are cleaner than we have
been for many days and five gallons of fresh
water better off.

Day 10

A magical day of good sailing, with Racer still
some 12 miles behind. Adding to the magic is
a sighting of dolphins. Last time we encoun-
tered them, John Hardman saw the fins first
and shouted “sharks!”. Now we all know
better. The small dusky-coloured animals
ride our bow wave for a few minutes before
growing bored and peeling off as if on a
single word of command.

Day 11

The radio schedule with Racer delivers a
bombshell. The skipper says that he has
overtaken us, but admits that he and Adven-
ture have been using their engines. This
means that as long as we do not use our
engines and finish within the allotted time, we
must win.

But why did Racer use her engine? She
still has a chance under sail. Adventure, on
the other hand, about 40-miles behind, has
little to lose (Adventure later officially with-
draws from the race).

A second bombshell comes a few hours
later when Robert discovers that the other
skippers have their own “private” radio chan-
nels on which they compare notes, discuss
strategy and, often, criticise Broadsword's
crew. We are not pleased.

Day 12

We are behind schedule, tired and running
short of water. But we are content to be on
the verge of winning. We sail happily down
the beautiful coast of Malaysia, admiring the
jungle-fringed beaches.

Day 12

We arrive in Singapore harbour in the early
hours. There is no reception committee, but
as we cross the line a crate of beer and two
bottles of whisky appear from below decks.
Broadsword, the winning yacht, is trans-
formed into the party boat.
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THE Royal Military School of Music
was started in 1857 after a very public
musical fiasco that would have done a
Carry On film proud.

At a birthday parade for Queen Vic-
toria in the Crimea, bands of the British
Army regiments were required to play
the national anthem together for the
first time. The result,
in front of the assem-
bled Allied General
Staffs, was deeply
humiliating, with
each band using a
different style, instru-
mentation, arrange-
ment and pitch.

A decision was
made to start a
school of military
music which would
bring about the standardisation of
training and performance so obviously
lacking. Fd Marshal the Duke of Cam-
bridge took over Kneller Hall (designed
by Sir Christopher Wren and built for
Sir Godfrey Kneller, court portrait
painter to Charles Il) for the Royal
Military School of Music.

HALL'S FUTURE?

The rest, as they say, is history — but
not quite. As with so much real estate
belonging to the Army these days, a
question mark hangs over the future of
Kneller Hall as the home of the RMSM.
Col Sandy Blackett, commandant of
the school and Director of the Corps of
Army Music, knows it is a sensitive
subject.

“Various studies are going on at the
moment looking at every military prop-
erty inside the M25,” he said.

“If ever, and wherever, we move we
require quality accommodation and
excellent instructional facilities, which,
quite honestly, we do not have at the
moment. There has been under-
investment here because the threat of
moving has been going on for 30 years
which is why it has never been devel-
oped.

“The facilities we have at the
moment are Victorian. There are those
who would bitterly regret a move, and
it would be everyone'’s choice to stay
and improve what we have here. You
don’t turn your back on 140 years of
history lightly.”

Despite the ramshackle blocks that
make up the teaching areas, the
RMSM is still living up to its world-wide
reputation as a centre of excellence in
military music.

Quality sought:
Col Sandy
Blackett

Core.

Keeping s

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Mike Weston

A GLEAMING piano against the wall
and the regimental side-hat perched rak-
ishly over a bust of Beethoven gave the
first clues that this was no ordinary mili-
tary office. A music stand and a number
of lovingly-restored radiograms rein-
forced the impression.

Kneller Hall, at Twickenham, Middle-
sex, is home to the Royal Military School
of Music (RMSM) and last year also
became the Headquarters Army Music.

The musically-inclined office belonged
to Capt David Cresswell, the deputy chief
instructor of the RMSM, who uses the
piano to audition all applicants. Stan-
dards are high and all students are tested
thoroughly, regardless of
where they come from.

Things have changed
since Capt Cresswell was a
pupil at the school himself [
in the late 1970s.

“Back then the school
supported 69 bands and A
there were more than 200 Predictions:
students on each founda- CaptDavid
tion course,” he explained. Cresswell
“Now there are 58 pupils on each course
and the number of bands has gone down
to 29.”

It took three painful and emotional
years to cut the number of military bands
to achieve the savings required under
Options for Change. But if the quantity
has been reduced, the quality certainly
has not. Neither has the popularity of mil-
itary music. As a result the surviving
bands have a very heavy workload.

It is the job of the military instructors
and civilian music professors at Kneller
Hall to prepare the future
bandsmen and women for a
career in which they are the
“shop window” of the Army
and regiments they will play
for.

All musicians go to the
RMSM for basic musical train-
ing before joining a band. They
will have already completed
their basic military training at
an Army training regiment. This
“roll-on roll-off” foundation
course can last from four to 12
months, depending on musical
abiliry.

“We have recruits who are
postgraduates from university
and colleges, down to talented

Kneller Hall home of
Army music for more
than 140 years,
continues to produce
outstanding talent

instrumentalists from Salvation Army
and school bands who may not have any
formal qualifications,” explained Lt Col
Stuart Warts, the Principal Director of
Music (Army) of the Corps of Army
Music. “But our benchmark is at least
grade six or seven at the audition.

“We are the only department and corps
in the Army that auditions and interviews
every person coming in. From the time
the first application arrives we are into
quality control.”

All applicants complete the normal
induction procedure for the Army and
then go to Kneller Hall for two days to be
heard instrumentally and tested in theory.

Twenty-three instruments are taught at
the school and pupils, who are encour-
aged to study at least two each, are
instructed by music professors who are
renowned performers in their own right.

Kneller Hall is a hive of activity: in one
room a trombone master-class is taking
place, in another, student bandmasters
are being taught how to conduct, and in
the main hall the string section is practis-
ing. Snatches of music played on a variety
of instruments float out from accommo-
dation block windows.

Prof Andrew Bernardi, who teaches
violin and viola, had been leading the
Estahazy Chamber Orchestra at Glynd-

Keeping the beat: Student bandmaster James Norman of
Defence Force picks up the tempo during the conducting
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the Jamaican
class

bourne the day before rehearsing his mil-
itary students for a forthcoming concert
at Kneller Hall. He was due to play his
violin at

300-year-old Claude Pieret
Queen Elizabeth Hall the
following day.

“I also teach university
students of a similar age,”
he said. “But the students
here have a different
approach.  There are
greater opportunities for
study, there is a very posi- Positive:
tive atmosphere and there Prof Andrew
is more time. Civilian pro- Bernardi
fessors are not here by chance; having
someone from a different background
creates an empathy and students respond
in a good way.”

LCpl Lindsay Greenway is due to
become the first woman to play in the
band of The Parachute Regiment. Now
17, she has been playing the flute since
she was nine years old and started learn-
ing the cello nine months before she
joined the Foundation Course.

“The tuition is really good and the pro-
fessors are brilliant; they would cost a for-
tune outside,” she said.

“I joined the Army because [ was guar-
anteed a job. I was at college for six
months, but I just could not see myself
getting a stable job except as a teacher,
and I just wanted to play. There is so
much competition.”

On operations musicians are employed
as medics, and after completing their
musical studies at Kneller Hall, recruits
will go to the Army Medical Directorate
at Ash Vale for training. No Army musi-
cian is fully qualified until he or she has
completed the medical course.

The other main residential course is for
graduate musicians selected as
having the protential to become
bandmasters in the rank of
WO1. Lasting three years, it is
the longest course in the Army
and results in a Bachelor of Arts
Music degree.

It is also Kneller Hall’s flag-
ship course and those taking it
study every instrument played
in a military band.

They include students from
foreign and Commonwealth
countries, who all have to speak
and understand English at a
high standard before joining.
Two foreign students on the
current course were taking part
in a conducting lesson under
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Great opportunities and atmosphere: LCpl Lindsay Greenway and LCpl David Byrne

the experienced tutelage of Maj Roger
Swift, the conducting professor and ex-
director of music for the Coldstream
Guards.

“When you get to a
dotted triplet it does show
where to beat,” Maj Swift
was explaining. “Some of
you are playing the dotted
note rather than rum, pum,
pum. Let’s have another
go.”

The musical piece they Skilled
were learning was the com- tutelage:
plex Lincolnshire Posy, an Ma]. Roger
original composition for Switt
wind instruments. Students from the
foundation course were the musicians fol-
lowing, or not as the case may be, the
baton movements of the would-be band-
masters.

“We have to look at the Service run-out
dates of present bandmasters and predict

how many we will need in three years’
time,” said Capt Cresswell. “This also
applies to musicians. So if every band has
a full complement of tuba players we just
don’t train any.”

Short courses for prospective band
sergeants and band sergeant majors also
take place at the RMSM, the most
advanced certificate course being for
directors of music, giving those who pass
the letters “psm”™ (passed school of music)
after their names.

Kneller Hall, a stone’s-throw away from
the world-famous Twickenham rugby sta-
dium, has been described as being to
musicians what Sandhurst is to Army offi-
cers. Its wealth of history and tradition
means that any talk of moving causes pas-
sions to run high in present and past
musicians.

But whatever its future, the school is
determined to continue living up to its
motto — “Second to None”.
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You and
your TV
licence

FOLLOWING a warning (May
issue) on the consequences of not
having a TV licence for a personal
set kept inside a military establish-
ment, Soldier sought clarification
on the rules.

They are clear: if you have a TV
set of your own in barrack or mess
accommodation, you need a
licence. TV sets used on MoD
property for official purposes do
not need a licence but it is up to
the commanding officer to obtain
one which will cover all sets used
in public rooms in messes and bar-
rack accommodation blocks on
camp.

If you use your own set in your
room or personal accommodation
area, no matter who owns it or
provides it, you need a licence . . .
even if you have one covering the
use of a TV at home.

As our story pointed out, the
TV licensing authority has found a
significant number of Servicemen
and women using unlicensed sets.
They face possible prosecution
which could lead to a £1,000 fine
and a criminal record.

If you want further clarification,
write to Customer Services, TV
Licensing, Bristol BS98 1TL or
tel 0990 763763.

Adventure for all

at Rothiemurchus

FANCY taking the family to a Tri-Ser-
vice recreation centre in the Cairn-
gorms? Rothiemurchus Lodge, seven
miles from Aviemore and traditionally
a base for winter sports, also caters
for year-round adventurous training,
leisure facilities or even a holiday.
Accommodation is available for
Regulars, Reservists and cadets.
Families are also catered for at rea-
sonable rates. Further details from the

managers on 01479 861288.

Kids and truth

If you would like to
share a problem, write
to Cari c/o Soldier, or
BFBS, BFPO 786

@ZIFTp | read what you had to say
about what we should tell

children when parents go to a war zone
(May). | served for 22 years in Hong Kong,
Malaya, Aden, Singapore and Borneo
among other places. Whenever | was away
the neighbours told our children that dad
was on holiday while other people
said he had gone to work. At my
demob party in our local pub, my
youngest daughter, then aged 28,
said to me: “You were lucky not to
have seen war.” — Ex-Serviceman.

Cari replies: You are one of
many who have made the same
point to me. The general opinion
seems to be that we should tell
children as much of the truth as is appro-
priate for their age and not pretend that
mum or dad is on holiday or away at work.
Some have said that if you are not honest
with your children about something as
important as this, they will question your
honesty about other matters.

@Z3ernp | have been reading the letters
about trading and BFPO num-

bers (May, June). | run a small business sup-
plying items specifically to soldiers and
their families. We have had problems with
re-direction and forwarding of mail, security
inspection arrangements and mail going
astray when using the BFPO system. When
this has happened and we have tried to sort
it out we have been told that the information
we require is covered by the Official Secrets
Act. It seems unfair to load the prices to
BFPO addresses to cover such losses,
which leaves two options: either | refuse to

| WPy
Cari Roberts
have his legs amputated. Both he and | are
ex-Servicemen and | told him that SSAFA
Forces Help might get him a wheelchair. Am
I right? - Ex-Serviceman.

supply BFPO numbers using the least con-
tentious reason | can think of, or | use the
system only when | absolutely have to. ~ UK
businessman.

Cari replies: Considering the amount of
mail passing through the BFPO system, I
would be surprised if, very occasionally,
items did not arrive. It certainly happens in
every other postal system. The matter of
direction and re-direction is one I have
heard about before, but this is more to do
with people not notifying those they deal
with when they change addresses (some-
thing that happens a lot in the
Forces). Security issues are a fact
of life for Service people and,
frankly, were they not taken so
seriously we would be the first to
complain.

I have just returned
from a stay in hospi-

tal and one of my unfortunate
ward-mates had the misfortune to

Cari replies: SSAFA Forces Help say that
they offer life-long support to anyone who
has served in the Forces and there is a lot
they can do to support your new friend.
The practical matter of a wheelchair can, I
am sure, be sorted out and the local office
will be able to offer friendship and support
from people who understand. The Royal
British Legion can also be a great help. If
your friend needs advice on re-housing (he
may need to move to more suitable accom-
modation) they will be able to give you
help in that area. You will be able to get a
full range of advice from the Veterans’
Advice Unit, too, so give them a ring. The
number is on the facing page.

Many families are coping
without a partner as many
serving personnel are away
from home. On the Vanessa BBC TV show
recently | discussed various issues that
affect those who are trying to maintain a
stable home life. Although not glamorous or
dangerous, the job is a difficult one. There

may be loneliness, there
may be the temptation of an
affair, or gossip to contend
with. You may well be far from your own
family and friends. If you have been in this
difficult situation and have some words of
comfort on how to cope, please write to me
and share your experience with others.

3 .
E. |

Busy bees for Kosovo: RSM Frank Mann,
of 39 Regiment, Royal Artillery, draws a
raffle ticket offered by Dawn Holden,
organiser of the HIVE (Help Information
Volunteer Exchange) at Albermarle Bar-
racks, Harlow Hill, near Newcastle upon
Tyne. With Dawn is Chloe Knightley, whose
husband commands 39 Regiment.

The Albermarle HIVE raised nearly £350
towards more than £8,500 collected for the

. 3 G &
Kosovo Appeal by HIVEs throughout the
UK and at garrisons including Cyprus and
Brunei. Fétes, doughnut mornings, car
boot sales, raffles, coffee mornings and
children’s discos were some of the events
organised to raise the money, which will be
presented to the Save the Children Kosovo
Appeal.

HIVEs in Germany raised more than
£3,000 for the Red Cross Kosovo Appeal.

White Helmets show
why they are special

MORE than 100 pupils
from special schools in
Dorset were given the
experience of a lifetime
when the Royal Signals’
famous White Helmets
motor-cycle display team
laid on a special display
for them at Blandford
Camp.

The event followed an e~
approach to the White > n
Helmets from the Variety 4
Club of Great Britain.

Following the display,

Wimborne, Weymouth and Blandford
met the riders and were allowed to sit on
their special machines, still hot from the

OYAL ™'
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Holding on: Cpl Andy Butter-
children from schools in field with young David Pearson

performance. The chil-
dren had been booked in
to watch the White Hel-
mets’ opening summer
display following their
winter training season,
but poor weather caused
the trip to be cancelled.
Conscious of the dis-
appointment felt by the
children, the riders fitted
in a special lunch-time
display with a commen-
tary aimed at their young
visitors. With the sun
shining on them, they saw
the team perform stunts, backward
riding, jumping through a flaming hoop
and over a car, and precision cross-overs.

® Under a new learning initiative, the Gov-
ernment is to invite all Service personnel to
invest money in approved saving accounts to
which the MoD will add up to £6,000 a person.

The money may be used to fund any per-
sonal development course, academic or voca-
tional, long or short-term. Unveiling the
Enhanced Learning Credits Scheme in
London, Defence Secretary George Robert-
son said that, from April next year, all person-
nel will be encouraged to undertake education

or training for their personal development. The
scheme will form the cornerstone of the £40
million Leamning Forces Initiative implemented
as part of the Strategic Defence Review.

® Prepaid BT Globalcards have become
available at British Forces Post Offices in
Bruggen, Brussels, Gutersloh, Hameln,
Hohne, Fallingbostel, Osnabruck, Rhein-
dahlen, Sennelager and SHAPE. BT does not
charge for the engaged tone or ring tone and

offers access to an English-speaking operator
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

® Lorna Thomas, right, a
civil servant working as an
Army Welfare Service com-
munity worker at Swanton
Morley, has become one of
the first people in the coun-
try to gain the NVQ Level 3
in community work.
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@ A report on the role of the War Pension-
ers’ Welfare Service found that only a third of
war pensioners were aware of the WPWS.
However, most of those who contacted the
organisation were satisfied with the service
provided.

® Organisations concerned with the wel-
fare of British Servicemen and women, civil-
ians and their families in Cyprus took part in a
conference to highlight the roles they play.
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The British Forces Cyprus Command Welfare
Symposium met at the Epi Centre, Episkopi
Garrison.

@ The Woolwich has developed a web page
for members of the Armed Forces. Designed
to help with house purchase or buying to rent,
it can be accessed on http://www.woolwich-
direct.co.uk/forces/index.htm. Alternatively,
personnel serving abroad can call 0181 338
6068 for more information.

More code
changes on
way in UK

NOW pay attention — this sounds compli-
cated but isn’t (if Oftel are to be believed).
It will affect many if not all of us over the
coming months.

The UK’s telephone numbering system
has been reorganised again, although not
all numbers will be affected.

Similar types of numbers will have the
same prefix, enabling easier recognition.
All mobile and pager numbers, for exam-
ple, will begin 07 and premium rate ser-
vices 09.

Changes have been introduced by UK
telecom regulator Oftel because of the
increasing use of mobiles, modems, faxes,
pagers, the Internet and the humble tele-
phone. Although new codes were intro-
duced on June 1, existing area codes and
local numbers remain valid until autumn
2000.

However, if you are dialling locally and
don’t need an STD code, you may use the
existing local number until April. From
April 22, only the new number will work.

Cardiff, Coventry, London, Northern
Ireland, Portsmouth and Southampton
have been given three-digit area codes
beginning 02, followed by an eight-digit
local number.

Cardiff (01222) 234567 will become
(029) 2023 4567. Callers from abroad
will drop the first first 0, so Cardiff from
Germany would be 00 44 29 2023 4567.

Other new area codes and local prefixes are:
Coventry (024) 76; London 0171 becomes (020)
7; London 0181 becomes (020) 8; Portsmouth
(023) 92; Southampton (023) 80. The Northern
Ireland code will change to 028 and local five and
six-digit numbers will all become eight digits.

{oms
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Army Benevolent Fund 0171 591 2000

Army Families Federation 01980 615525
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0800 1827 395
Cyprus 08091065

Bosnia 0800 731 4880

Others UK 1980 630854
Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 0181 543 6333
Family Escort Service UK 0171 463 9249;
Germany JHQ Mil 2272 or 02161 472272
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
National Gulf Veterans and Families
Association 01482 833812
RBL’s Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90
Service Children’s Education 01980
618244
Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 0171 403 8783
Veterans’ Advice Unit 08456 020302
War Pensions Agency 01253 858 858
WRVS 01235 442954




Light Dragoons
battle hard for
RAC cup crown

IN spite of deploying on their regimental
annual firing camp, the Light Dragoons
managed to turn out a full-strength team
to take on The Queen’s Royal Hussars in
the final of the Royal Armoured Corps
(Germany) rugby cup final.

The Light Dragoons, who eventually
won by 11 points to six, reached the final
after successfully beating the 2nd Royal
Tank Regiment in a hard semi-final.

The final proved to be no less of a chal-
lenge as the Hussars had an excellent
team and, with strong play from their
backrow and scrum-half, scored a try
within five minutes of the start.

Undeterred, the Light Dragoons
picked up their game and piled on the
pressure. They were rewarded with two
penalties for their efforts, converted by
LCpl Billy Brebner.

After a very competitive first period,
the momentum did not waiver in the
second half and the Hussars crossed the
line again, only to be held up by a deter-
mined Dragoons pack. No try was given.

The Dragoons replied shortly after-
wards when a break from the backs result-
ed in Capt Antony Pearce carrying the
ball over the line for the final score.

Capt Adam Griffiths accepted the
trophy from the chairman of RAC rugby
(British Forces Germany), Lt Col Simon
Caraffi, CO 2 RTR.

RUGBY LEAGUE

Medically unsound

AT the Defence Medical Services Training
Centre, the Army Medical Services putona
strong performance against reigning
Lawson Cup rugby league champions, the
Royal Engineers.

The sappers came on strong from the
outset but could not break through a stout
defence. Still smarting from their defeat
against the REME, the AMS had put a great
deal of work into bolstering their tackling.
By and large the hard work paid off.

With 15 minutes left it was 13-12 in
favour of the RE, with everything to play
for. Once again AMS went to sleep and
allowed RE to score 14 points. Sgt Spence
Maynard replied with a consolation try just
before the final whistle.

Not for the first time this season AMS,
still seeking their first win, will reflect on
what might have been.

7 Para RHA 20,

Duke of Wellington’s Regiment 15
FOR the third time since the Second
World War, The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment and 7 Para RHA met in the
final of the Army Rugby Union Cup at
Aldershot, writes Roger

Thompson.

It was the climax of the
Army Rugby Union
spring festival during
which four inter-unit
finals were resolutely

contested over two days.

The Dukes, fielding 11
officers, were clearly fired
up for their first final in
18 years. With five Army
caps they provided a
serious challenge to the
holders and opened fero-
ciously against a Para gunner XV with a
distinctly slow-burning fuse. With an
appreciable following wind the Dukes
played fast, wide rugby and took an aus-
picious 15-point lead with excellent tries
from Lt Justin Maude and Lt Richard

A

Hand-off: Evasive Dukes’ scrum-half Maj Simon Pinder

Winning team: SSgt

Payne; one conversion and a penalty
being added by Maude.

The gunners’ fuse, still only half
fizzing, lobbed the occasional round
behind the white-shirted Dukes who
were slow to regroup. Clearly, with a fol-
lowing wind, forcing the
Dukes to turn in defence
would be a sensible
second-half tactic.

Of greater immediacy
for the Dukes however,
was the loss of Lt Kevin
Smith, their rampaging
lock near half-time. As
they turned to face the
wind, and without his
physical lead, the Dukes
firstly surrendered domi-
nance and eventually
parity in the forwards.

Touch-kicking from defence into the
strong wind became a desperate option as
the gunners assumed absolute control of
the line-outs.

The 7 Para RHA scrum steadied and
the old war-horse artillery exerted the
sort of choking forward
pressure that wins cup
finals.

The kings of confi-
dence, strategically and
without fuss, time and
again gained possession
and rifled the ball deep
into Duke territory.

But for brief forays
there it stayed.

It was simple and
effective and although the
Dukes tackled coura-
geously, it frequently
took two or three defend-
ers to haul down Rory
Greenslade-Jones.
Inevitably over-artention
to this single danger cre-
ated the gaps elsewhere
and the gunners took
their chances with tries
by SSgt John Denwood
and Lt Andy Foster.

Capt Owen Pritchard,
probably one of the
steadiest and most under-
rated all-round foot-
ballers in the Army,
kicked the conversion

Dave
Coghlan, captain of 7 Para RHA
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and crucially the two penalty opportuni-
ties presented.

By the time Maj Simon Pinder, the
Dukes’ Army scrum-half and terrier cap-
tain left the field injured, the wind-assist-
ed tourniquet had already tightened and
the gunners edged home by 20 points
ta.15.

Although the gunners fielded a number
of emerging players it was the decades of
Army Cup experience of SSgt David
Coghlan, Chris Woods, Rory
Greenslade-Jones and Andy Dawling that
counted.
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Senior players took the right decisions
and played the right option under pres-
sure.

Between them the evergreen SSgt John
Denwood, the gunners’ scrum-half, was
clearly the man of the match. It was he
who was controlling the gunners’ fuse. In
defence he was rock solid, kicking judi-
ciously to make ground and distributing
the ball only when he thought it both safe
and productive.

His individuality for the first gunner
score surgically severed the Dukes’
defence, lifted the spirits of those who

My ball: Man of the match SSgt John Denwood, the 7 Para RHA scrum-half, gets another clean service from his rock-steady pack

might have been losing their nerve and
led the gunners back to the winning trail.
His try was the first incisive moment
against the tide — the rest is a kaleidoscope
of what might have beens.

Alongside and behind Denwood,
Dawling in a masterly No 7 performance
and Greenslade-Jones were simply too
good in the closing quarter against a
depleted Dukes team that fought gallant-
ly to the final whistle.

It was a very close match. A kinder
shake of the kaleidoscope might, just
might, have produced a different result.

®




Sport

Big push for games

MEMBERS of the British Ex-Services
Wheelchair Sports Association raised
just under £2,000 in a sponsored chair
push from London to Bournemouth.
The cash will go towards the World Ex-
Services Wheelchair and Amputee
Championships in September, being
held in association with the Royal British
Legion. Members of the association set
off from the House of Lords and were
hosted along the way by the Royal Star
and Garter Home at Richmond, 7 Para
RHA at Aldershot and the Army
Training Regiment at Winchester. The
association’s events officer, Geoff
Winchcombe, a former Para, said: “It
was a great effort but we are still looking
for more help.”

On a roll: Members of 7 Para RHA and and
their helpers from the British Ex-Services
Wheelchair Sports Association pictured in
Aldershot during the charity push. The
wheelchair athletes are, from left to right,
Jack Brooks, Andy Wood and Mark Young

Action angling

GONE fishin’ usually means a chance to
relax, but a Tri-service group took their
fishing trip for scientific reasons (or so
they claim). WO1 Bruce Findlay (HQ
RSME, Chatham) was one of nine per-
sonnel recording the size, weight and
species of fish off Ascension Island in
mid-Atlantic. It was all on behalf of the
Marine Biological Society of Great
Britain. Big game fish were also a target.
The combined catch in just two weeks of
day and night—time fishing included
more than 800 fish from 14 species and
added up to a total weight of 9,0001b
(4,082kg).

Engineers design course

GET in training for the Royal Engineers
half marathon which takes place at
Waterbeach Barracks, Cambridge, on
October 3. There are lots of prizes, with
a momento going to all finishers. The
fast course should produce plenty of per-
sonal bests. For more infomation contact
WO2 (RQMS) Higgins, 39 Engineer
Regiment, Waterbeach Barracks, Water-
beach, Cambridge CB5 9PA (tel Water-
beach Mil (9)4658 4537).

On target for

Blind marksmen

mark Army archers'
move to new home
at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Mike Weston

RMA Sandhurst is the new home for the
Army Archery Association. The AAA has
led a rather itinerant lifestyle of late but
now it is hoped the move will add another
string to its bow.

AAA chairman Lt Col Simon Varvill,
QRH, said: “I hope this will start the
renaissance of Army archery and bring
things more into focus.”

Archers from St Dunstan’s in
Ovingdean, which provides facilities for
ex-Servicemen who have been blinded,
competed in the inaugural event.

“St Dunstan’s was the natural choice
for the first match,” said Col Varvill,
“because the centre has often hosted the
AAA. And to welcome us at our new

Pulling power: Tom Hart prepares to loosen off another arrow

home it was fitting that we
invited some of the people
we have the kindest regard
for.”

Archery for the blind is
a difficult concept to get
your head around. The
archers are remarkably
accurate. It is not a ques-
uon of ‘left a bit, right a
bit’. That method would
be far too blunt an instru-
ment to be worthy of the
respect the sport inspires.

There are 18 variables
in archery. Success lies in
the elimination of as many
of them as possible. To be
any good you need the
consistency of Manches-
ter United.

Tom Hart, of the St
Dunstan’s team, demon-
strated the skills required.
A sighted helper assisted
Tom to the firing position. His feet
slipped into two studded metal plates on
the grass to help guide his feet and keep
them in the same position. Then he used
the tactile sight to “see” his target. Tom
steadied himself and slowly
released his breathe, while at
the same time loosing an
arrow. It missed.

A sighted spotter told
Tom by how much he was
wide of the mark and he
made the necessary correc-
tion. Tom, an ex-Green
Jacket who lost his sight in
Calais in 1940, fired another
dart. Again, this was close,
but no cigar.

The same procedure was
repeated. The next was on
target. The following three
crept nearer and nearer the
centre. Each an improve-
ment on the last.

When a sighted person
shoots at a target spectators
see a sport of strength, preci-
sion, concentration and
grace. When a blind archer
looses an arrow, they see all
of those qualities in abun-
dance, too. But the same
marksmanship makes the
hairs on the back of your
neck stand up. Few sports
create that kind of magic.
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‘renaissance

True aim: Maj Gen Arthur Denaro, left, commandant of RMAS, left, greets archers and offi-

cials during the inaugural meeting at Sandhurst. Standing next to him is Col Simon Varvill,
chairman Army Archery Association, archer Eric Bradshaw, an ex-Green Jacket from St
Dunstan’s, Maj Wendy le Gassick, secretary AAA, and John Grout, a helper with St Dunstan’s

Commando colonel went to
war with a bow and arrows

® The record for a longbow was estab-
lished at Istanbul in 1798 by Sultan Selim
who shot an arrow 972 yards 3 inches.

@ The last land battle in Britain in which
large numbers of archers were employed
was Flodden in 1513.

® At Agincourt Henry V’s army of 6,000
fought against five times that number. His
archers killed between 7,000 and 10,000
French knights and mercenaries., The
bowmen’s arrows pierced helmet visors,
armour joints and evén chain mail.

® For more than 400 years between the
reigns of Henry I and Henry VIII,
statutes were introduced to command
men between the ages of 15 and 60 years
to keep a bow and arrows. They had to be
ready for war and to practise archery on
Sundays and all holidays.

® Edward III banned all other sports,
including football, because young men
were playing too much of them and
neglecting their archery.

® In the early days of the Second World
War some civilian archers armed them-
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selves with bows and barbed arrows to
deal with German parachutists daily
expected to drop on British soil.

® Crossbows were used in both world
wars for grenade-throwing.

@® While commanding 2 Commando, Lt
Col ] M T Churchill, one of Britain’s
most experienced archers, experimented
with mounting a bow on a Bren gun
tripod to act as a crossbow. When he went
to France in 1939 he took with him his
yew bow and arrows.

® While on patrol in a French village in
1940 Lt Col Churchill climbed into a
farmhouse loft and spotted three German
soldiers 40 yards away. He quietly sig-
nalled to two of his men and loosed an
arrow at the centre German, hitting him
in the chest. The other two Germans fell
to rifle fire.

So, nearly 600 years after Crecy and
five years before the first atomic bomb,
the English longbow made a brief and
incongruous return to the ancient battle-
field of France.

Army v Wiltshire

The opening match of the Army season
was played at Warminster Cricket Club
in hot sunshine. Against not a great bat-
ting side, the Army fielders were a bit
rusty but improved during their stint in
the field. After the loss of two early wick-
ets skipper Capt Chris St George and
Sgt Nick Palmer batted superbly to win
the game with two overs to spare.

Army won by eight wickets.

Army v Hampshire 2nd XI

THIS was a game the Army should and
could have won. Invited to field against a
strong county 2nd XI which included
three or four first team players trying to
regain their places, the Army bowled well
for the first 20 overs, let it slip slightly
but still looked on course after the 44th
over when the score was 216 for six. The
final six overs went for 97 runs which
was disappointing and demonstrated that
professional batsmen need no encour-
agement to score heavily off ill-directed
bowling.

In reply 2nd Lt Simon Child scored a
very good 50 in his first Army match
against a couple of county first team
bowlers. St George and Maj David
O’Kelly batted well but could not keep
pace with the daunting run rate facing
them,

Hampshire won by 39 runs.

Army v Isle of Wight

AT the invitation of the IoW Cricket
Board, the Army joined the Royal Navy
and the RAF in playing on the island.
The Army fielded fairly ordinarily and let
the opposition score more runs than they
deserved. Sig Keith Ford and Sgt D
Cornbhill put on 115 in ten overs to start
the Army innings, but the middle order
collapsed before the opening bowlers
were given the chance to put things right.

Army won by four wickets.

SHORT

Titles retained

THE rtug of war event at the Aldershot
Show saw a titanic struggle between
defending title holders 17 Port and Mar-
itime Regt RL.C and 40 Regt RA. After
several hours, the loggies came out on
top, with 40 Regt RA running them close
in both weights. A tough competition
was ensured by the presence of 12 Regt
RA and 1 Armd Fd Amb from Germany.




SOLDIER

1999 British Army Collection

MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13 +

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border

proud of our long association with Service families
* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders
* Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress
* Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs
® Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama
* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds
® Our own escorts to and from major stations and all U.K. airports
* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exeats
* INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARIES

Kinlet Hall

Nr Bewdley Tel: (01299) 841230
Wores DY12 3AY

NO WIN - NO FEE
Acc ' D E N T VI CT I M S To obtain our free colour catalogue contact us on:

SERVICE PERSONNEL HAVE EXACTLY Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
THE SAME RIGHTS AS Fax: 0121 680 9018
CIVILIANS WHEN IT : E-mail: sales @midland-cd-club.co.uk
COMESTO www.midland-cd-club.co.uk
COMPENSATION

MIDLAND CD CLUB

Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs

Bands who have CDs they would like to
see included in our catalogue, please

@ All Personal Injuries _
contact us for further details.

@ RTA Driver/Passenger

@ Criminal Injuries LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

@ Industrial Injuries/Diseases/Deafness/R S|

@ Includes all Service personnel and their
families, at home or abroad.

). Arnold & Company f@ MICHAEL JAY
Tyson House, 29 High Street,

Heckmondwicke, —

TelFon 0044 1924 41121 UNIFORMS

0800 214086 MADE TO MEASURE
OR'’s and Officers Mess'Drass
DENNIS BROWN Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
SOLICITORS Officers British Warm Overcoats
55 North Hill, Colchester, Essex, CO1 1PX S.B. Blazers
Tel: 01206 505060 Fax: 01206 505051

- bl . Regimental D.B. Blazers
We specialise in: Sports Jackets and Trousers

Ve st o v e Dinner Suits
5 ('I\‘Il&\.(_tlllllll.ll Lounge Suits
Litigation

m Famliy Law 48Hr. or 2Week Make up
® Conveyancing Michael Jay Tailoring

. 5 g 5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
Free Police Station Advice. SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

Staff includes ex-military personnel. TEL.01379 783 736 FAX:01379 783898

Item Price Quantity Total
3-in-1 bar tool £15.99
Hip flask £18.99
Champagne stopper £9.99
Book clock £32.00
Compact £9.99
Cufflinks £9.99
Bookmark £6.99
Tankard £19.99

_Lighter £6.99
Atomiser £6.99
Grand total

o)

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

%, LADIES & GENTS o

MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS ” ‘3
INTEREST iy

FREE CREDIT.
All Accessories
Supplied.

For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements
Contact.
284-294 Ley St.
liford Essex. 1G1 4BS
UK 01814782780

GERMANY 05252 4631
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Sport

i e R R
Going hell for leather

Report and pictures: Chris Fletcher

EXERCISE Enduring Help 99 kicked
off in spectacular fashion at the stroke of
midday when the woodlands of Long-
moor training area reverberated to the
sound of 80 throaty motor-cycle
exhausts.

Enduring Help is the Army’s 24-hour
motor-cycle cross-country endurance
championship.

Teams comprising one standard issue
Army bike and four riders competed in
shifts to achieve the highest number of
laps on a five-mile circuit within 24
hours.

The more accomplished teams aimed
to complete about 100 laps, the equiva-
lent of riding from London to the
Hebrides without the benefit of roads.

Growing interest in the competition

meant the number of partici-
pants had more than doubled
since last year. So, to prevent a
dangerous log-jam at the start,
riders went off in three waves.

It was not long before
mechanics and medics were
called to attend damage both to
man and machine, the much-
dreaded sand bowl claiming
many newcomers to the sport.

The night shift was the most
daunting period of the race,
riders having already been on
the track for 12 hours. It was wet
and dark, and the only light was
from mud-splattered head-
lamps.

Sgt Kev Bailey, one of the
competition organisers, said:
“This is a great event. There are
guys out there who
have only just learnt
how to ride, pitting
themselves against
some of the best
endurance racers in
the country.

“You can tell the
novices; they are the
ones who keep revving
their engines instead of
maintaining the revs at
a constant high level.”

When the clock finally struck
midday it was the bike belonging
to Hull-based 218 Squadron,
150 Transport Regiment which
took the flag having completed
94 laps. With three added as a

"I

At full throttle: Cpl Haynes on his way to victory forthe bonus for raising more than

team from 218 Squadron, 150 Transport Regiment, Hull  £200 in sponsorship, the team

FOOTBALL

Army lifts South West Counties championship |

Downhill fast: Competitors attack the enduro course

totalled 97 and was declared the winner.

Runner’s-up positions went to the
Royal School of Military Engineering,
with 91, with the Joint Helicopter Sup-
port Squadron third on 88 laps.

In all £16,500 was raised for charity,
the main beneficiaries being Childline,
which received £7,500, and the Army
Benevolent Fund, with £3,000.

Massey trophy final league table

Devon 2 (1), Army 4 (1), pen
SEVERAL fine saves in extra time
by goalkeeper SSgt Daisy May kept
the Army in the game after they had
taken the lead against Devon at
Ladysmead Stadium, home of
Tiverton Town, in the final of the
South West Counties champi-
onship, writes Derrick Bly.

And to cap a fine performance, he
saved twice when the game was
decided on penalties after a 1-1
stalemate at the end of normal and
extra time.

May kept out the second and
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fourth attempts while the Army
penalty-takers — LCpl Simon Bell,
Sgt Tosh Williams, Spr David Blan- RE
chard and Cpl Danny Proctor — R Sigs
made no mistake from the spot. RA
Earlier, Pte Steve Carter gave the
) RLC
Army a dream start when he
chipped the Devon keeper in the infantry
seventh minute. Devon equalised REME
three minutes from the final whistle AGC
to send the game into extra time and AAC
penalties. AMS
The victory completed a fine APTC
season for coach WO1 Steve Cotter RAC
and his back-room team.

P w D E F A Pts
10 9 0 1 30 8 27
10 6 3 1 31 12 21
10 6 2 2 33 12 20
10 6 2 2 25 15 20
10 6 0 4 29 15 18
10 4 2 4 26 16 14
10 4 0 6 21 29 12
10 3 2 5 15 26 1"
10 2 2 6 16 37 8
10 1 2 7 13 38 5
10 0 1 9 9 40 |
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Kitstop

ARMY divers may soon find them-
selves descending to the depths
with what look like doughnuts
strapped to their backs rather than
the conventional cylindrical com-

to wear. It is also safer than the
conventional cylinder as the pres-
sure regulator is placed in the cen-
tral hole, thus virtually eliminating
any possibility of it snagging on

pressed-air containers.
Scientists at the Defence Evalu-
ation and Research Agency
(DERA), working in association
with Life Support Engineering,
have devised a new “torus” or ring
doughnut-shaped vessel compara-
ble in weight with existing designs.
Its main advantage is that it pro-
trudes much less from the body
and can be carried lower on the
back, making it more comfortable

obstacles or being broken off.
The “dunkin-donuts”, of which
prototypes are now being tested,
are aimed at divers, firemen and
other safety workers who need a
portable air supply from three to
100 litres. The revolutionary
method of manufacture is a spin-
off from technology originally
developed for the Light Anti-
Armour 80 (LAW B80) shoulder-
launched anti-tank weapon.

Dunkin'-donuts diving with
a difference *

y '

P

Where's my donut? The small, nine-litre, toroidal vessel, left,
as it would be used by a diver pictured for comparison along-
side conventional cylindrical compressed-air containers

THIS column usually looks at new
weapons and new equipment likely to
come the way of soldiers, but this month
we examine something rather mundane.
But it is a life-saver.

We’ve all heard scare stories about the
sun and how it causes cancer. And we’ve
probably taken the arttitude: “It can’t
happen to me”. Well, it can and the Army
takes the matter very seriously.

With the Army deploying in large num-
bers to Kosovo in mid-summer, the MoD
has ordered 40,000 tubes of sun cream
for soldiers serving there.

Graham Hill, managing director of
Fenton Pharmaceuticals, and formerly of
The Royal Green Jackets, explained how
serious the problem of skin cancer has
become.

FRIGHTENING

“About 40,000 people get skin cancer
each year and about 2,000 of them die,”
he said. “This is a frightening statistic and
in large part the deaths are preventable.”

Two types of UV radiation have an
effect, UVA and UVB.

“UVB causes burning and skin-peeling
and UVA causes underlying damage,”
Graham said. “This causes loss of elastic-
ity in the skin so effective use of a sun-
screen avoids wrinkles in old age. It is
these UVA rays that can cause skin
cancer.”

Prof John Hawk, Dept of Photobiology

Winj aisetifor

4

We are giving away ten sets of Q
sunscreen, each containing
four bottles of Delph factor
15 and four bottles of

Delph after-sun. Q %

To have a chance of

winning a set, tell us on a .b
postcard roughly how many Q "
people get skin cancer N B r

every year: a, 10,000; 4;)

b, 25,000; or c, 40,000. ‘Q L]
Answers with your name ™ \’*x.&

and address to: Sunscreen
Competition, Soldier, Ordnance

Road, Aldershot, GU11 2DU by August 6.

The first ten correct entries drawn after
the closing date will each win four
bottles of factor 15 Delph sunscreen
and four bottles of Delphi after-sun
care. The Editor’s decision is final and
the names of the ten winners will be
announced in the September issue.

at St Thomas’s Hospital, explained the
technical detail.

“Ultraviolet radiation from the sun or
sunbeds is well know to injure the skin. It
causes sunburn, skin photo-aging and

" tee-shirts . . .

skin cancers. All these disorders are sus-
ceptible to treatment with effective tropi-

cal sunscreens.”
The higher the SPF number on

tlh)ej sll!,mﬂme;rf Q‘ q your sunscreen, the greater the protec-

tion from erythemal active radiation
(the stuff that does all the damage).
Put simply, SPF is a multiplication of
the time we can spend in the sun, but this
is calculated in laboratory conditions.
In the real world we sweat, swim, put on
and each time we do this
we reduce the factor, which may not
have been applied properly in the first
place.

DEFENCE

There are three main lines of defence
against the sun — keep out of it, wear sen-
sible clothing, and use a sunscreen, cor-
rectly applied.

Soldiers spend a great deal of time out-
doors and are therefore absorbing UVA
rays even on a cold day. While everyone
recognises that you can’t wrap yourself up
in cotton wool, we can all be sensible
about sun exposure, especially those who
are fair-skinned and blue-eyed.

Everyone is urged to look for signs on
their own skin of potential problems. If
you get a mole that starts itching or
changing shape, go and see your medical
officer or doctor.

Meanwhile, take the advice of the cur-
rent pop hit . . . “Wear sunscreen”.
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EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments - Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25
ENAMELLED - min. 100
+ BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36 ‘
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - mm 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. :
/] GOLE UMBRELLAS i 25 o A5
WRITE. PHONE or FAX for colour brochure/Z S

nﬁgn to Kilcreggan. Dunbartonshire G84 0JN \ “~ vV
MOTIFS

‘{TEL 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854

You've planned your new business.
Now write your business plan.

Page 18 shows you how.

NatWest's comprehensive Business Start-Up Guide covers many of
the things you should consider before going it alone.
Everything from writing a business plan to legal considerations,

For your free copy, fill in the Eu" 0800 777 88§|

| MONDAY to FRIDAY 8.00am to 8. 00pm
coupon or call us on 0800 777 888. SATURDAY 9.00am to 6.00pm

Better stilL, why not contact your local Small Business
Adviser? With at least one in every High Street branch, you've over

3,000 to choose from.

Please send me my free NatWest Business Start-Up Guide.
Fill in this coupon and return to: NatWest Small Business Services,
l FREEPOST (SCE6319), PO Box 104, Aldershot GU12 4ZQ.

|
|
|
|
|

|_Illl ey
<« NatWest

More than just a bank

||_I 1bury, L

1 1o maint IPrOVE DUr service




PipEs AND DRuUMS

WOULD YOU LIKE THE SERVICES OF A
PREMIER MILITARY PIPE BAND T© ENHANCE

TEE-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF PRINTED

AND EMBROIDERED GARMENTS

SEND NOW FOR OUR ([7g\de

PRICE LT | *1®

NOTTINGHAM SCREEN PRINTS |
10 PARK ROAD, WOODTHORPE |
" NOTTINGHAM NG5 4HR
| TEL: 0115 9676262 FAX: 0115 9263599 |

YOUR ACTIVITIES”™
WEDDINGS TO MILITARY OPEN DAYS, BOTH
CIVIL AND MILITARY ENGAGEMENTS
UNDERTAKEN.
| COMPETITIVE RATES - RING FOR QUOTE i

| AND AVAILABILITY ON 0191 - 2869568 |

TAX FREE CARS

MOST MAKES SUPPLIED
BEST PART EXCHANGES

LOW RATE FINANCE
FREE INSURANCE*

; USED CAR SALES

* Subject to makes and models.

' FREEPHONE GERMANY
0130-8544-96

.~ Telephone U.K.: 01980 600 400

UNBEATABLE
DEALS for

For either UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces.

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call
Colin Clubley on {J ;

Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, Durr

RAMNGERS

MILITARY SALES

PEUGEQT

FOR THE VERY LATEST STOCK UPDATE

CHRYSLER JUST CALL US - NOW!
JEEP KIA FMG 01367 241225
MAZDA ROVER

VAUXHALL

To get the very best
all-round package, you need | _
all the latest facts and | . |
figures - now they're here ' :

in the brand new, 1999 Tax Free
Buyer’s Guide- and it’s yours

ABSOLUTELY FREE! For your copy SCE
just call the SCE Information line

on(UK) 01367-241225 now!

OR WRITE TO US AT DEPT 579, PO BOX 177, aulo international

FARINGDON,OXON, UK, SN7 7EW

MaZba
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
Demio from £7,600
* MX5 from £10,999 * 626 from £10,199
The All New 323 from £8,549

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA

POOL AUTOS

/020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:

323 [ 6261 MX5[] Xedos[] Demio []

Othiar miakes L . et SRS Solshifes LHD/RHD

NBIMIE v crnenbb et 1 ARSI Rank

AAAPBSE i imnsor vhan b e et sl
............................... Tel No
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COMPETITION 69

i

Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-
ences in the lower image, cut

out the whole panel, add First correct entry drawn
your name and address and after the closing date will win
send to HOAY 692, Soldier, £100; the second and third
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, will receive £10 gift vouch-
GU11 2DU by August 6. ers. No correspondence of

A photocopy 1s acceptable, any kind can be entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the September

but only one entry per person
may be submitted.
Do not include anything

else in your envelope. issue.
(Name : (Give initials and rank or title) g =)
7
(Address : i3
.
L )

May issue competition result (No 690): First correct entry
drawn was from LCpl Graham Barnett, of Tidworth, who wins
£100. Runners-up Mrs G Matthews, of Laindon, Essex and Mr
J M Searle, of Huntingdon, Cambs each receive a £10 gift
voucher. The ten differences were: building outline; seagull;
smaller boat’s radar and window; mooring rope; larger boat’s
number, mast and stern; soldier’s elbow patch; sea pattern.

ﬁowlsn, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

Managing Editor Chris Horrocks 01252
347355 (Aldershot military (94222) 2355)
Editor John Elliott 347356 (2356)
Assistant Editors Graham Bound 347362
(2362), Ray Routledge 340753 (5753),
Anthony Stone 340462 (5462)

Chief Photographer Mike Weston 347357
(2357) Art Editor Les Gwyer 347169 (2169)
Librarian Gerard Sutton 347351 (2351)
Advertising Manager Sheila Little 347352
(2352) Business Manager Andi Clarkson
347353 (2353)

Founded 1945

Incorporating the
Territorial Army
Magazine

Distribution queries: 01252 347353 (2353)
Fax 347358 (2358)
E-mail address: solmag @ btinternet.com

SOLDIER is published by the Ministry of Defence and printed
by St Ives (Andover) Ltd.

Crown Copyright 1999.

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those
of the Army or the Ministry of Defence.
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FREE
GIET,

Take out a new subscription in July and
receive a free Soldier magazine binder

Available only to new subscribers

Subscribe to SO0 131

Magazine of the British Army

I
]

i

]

I

I

i

: UK One year £23.000

I Two years £40.000

: OVERSEAS One year £32.200

| Two years £60.000

: BFPO Oneyear £13.800

i (PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

| NAME:

I Send your cheque/PO (made
: ADDRESS: payable to "SOLDIER") to:
i

; SOLDIER,

: Ordnance Road,
I Aldershot,

I

| POSTCODE: Hants

| GU112DU

: TEL: July 99
Y O |-




* Answers on a postcard to: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

g

UK, you'll be able to experiengethey §||th,@fi.m n: sion”. Thrills, giggles
heascreen comes alive before your

eyes and you hot only,sggand headbut you ool the action too.

You can also enjoy many othés rides and t‘ﬁcﬁin including Loggers .

Leap, X:\No'Waylol AhundetiRiver .
Thorpe Park has eight Family Tickepo¥(2{aeitay2ichildren) to give away'to
So)fUsfTdreaders. Correctlynswér'tl'i'cf{qi;lhestion below: 5 wmm ‘

e - famt 1
WHAT IS THE NAME OF THORPE PARK’S ro 0008 L g up Y05 1 000"
52, 9501 600
FOURTH DIMENSION RIDE? cah 0920

Hants GU11 2DU to arrive no later than 23 July, 1999.

sraliaomr 4. L
Winning entries will be the first eight correct answers drawn. Winners will be notified by post and their names published in Soldier. The Managing Editor's |
decleion Is final and no correspondence will be entered into. £, s 7 ?j

NEW o .
. PE',",'-’",'RS : WI N 4 Family Day Tickets to
N : Butlins Family Entertainment Resort
nor Regls at Bognor Regis.
PN : For your chance
ENL z,.‘/ to win, simply
i’ 8 7 find and circle
4 words in the
Butlins’ Word
Search which

appear in this

advert.

1 Send your entry along
with your name,
address and telephone
details to:

Cath Adams, Soldier
Magazine, Ordinance
Road, Aldershot,

For the perfect day out... Hampshire GU11 2DU.
Prepare to be amazed by the new Butlins Family Nt:;mal competition
Entertainment Resort at Bognor Regis in 1999. KNS WP,

Introducing the new weatherproof Skyline Pavilion - .
covering the heart of the Resort where you'll enjoy O,; 3E0?m333 ﬁ ?I;'rln' (Izgstogrt?rseg;ngﬂgg

entrancing live entertainment and street theatre TR it s bacio b it
amongst al fresco-st.yle CafES, bers, restaurants and Height/age restricitions apply. All day car parking only £4.00 per car.
shops. Plus * New live entertainment

* Splash indoor sub-tropical waterworld Telephone 01243 822445 tor more details
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(CHOLDERTON

RARE BREEDS

FARM PARK & RABBIT WORLD
Just off the A338 9 miles North of Salisbury

Over 50 Rare Animal Breeds
Rahbit World—over 50 hreeds
Pets Park/Handling Areas
Picnic/Play Areas/Parkland
Gardens/Water Garden
Nature Trail with Badger sett
Tractor dll(l Trailer rides*

ring twice daily*

Home of the
famous pig races

* Ourmg peak periods
Open daily 10am to 6pm
(Last admission 4.45pm)
It's cool, it's piggin’ fun,
it’s a rare day out

50p OFF PER PERSON

2 FOR THE PRICE OF 1

Dne adult or child admitted FREE with each full paying
adult (with this voucher).
Open 7 days a week 10am - Spm (last tour)

Britain’s Most Spectacular Showcaves
The Legendary Witch of Wookey
Victorian Paper Mill with Handmade Papermaking
Penny Pier Arcade & Magical Mirror Maze
Self Service Restaurant and Bar
Ample Free Parking & Picnic Areas

\/ fWJS’“/.r.[\/'_l: CAVES
THE ABSOLUTE TOP HOLE

Wookey Hole, Wells, Somerset BAS 1BB Tel: (01749) 672243
(See reverse for Map and Terms & Conditions)

L]
9
0
s o, |
i ek .‘ '~
£2 off per persoh for
up to 5 people at any.
of the UK ; S
Sea Life Centres

. $in1ply present this
* voucher to get vour
discount.

Valid until 31/3/00

LONDON Z0O

CONSERVATION ™ ACTION

FREE CHILD ADMISSION

THIS VOUCHER ADMITS THE BEARER
TO ONE FREE CHILD ADMISSION TO
LONDON Z0O
WHEN ACCOMPANIED BY A FULL
PAYING ADULT.

OPEN EVERY DAY EXCEPT 25 DECEMBER FROM 10AM
NEAREST TUBE, CAMDEN

TOWN OR BUS 274 FROM BAKER STREET OR OXFORD
STREET (SELFRIDGES END)

LONDON Z0OO, REGENT'S PARK
LONDON NW1 4RY
TELEPHONE 0171 722 3333
http://www.weboflife.co.uk

E’ * FUN beyond your wildest dreams! '!
] |
! Longleat :
: is home to many of the world’s majestic and i
: endangered wild animals. :
: 4 Enjoy watching giraffes, zebras, camels and :
I llamas close to the picnic area. 4 Feed the herd of 1
: fallow deer in our new reserve. ¢ Experience the :
{ wonder of lions, tigers and wolves prowling around !
: your car! 4 Observe the elephants and !
| thinos — all free to roam in truly glorious 1

| surroundings. 4 Meet Postman Pat. ¢ Ride on the !
lLonglcat Railway. ¢ Take a Safari Boat trip and see
the gorillas. ¢ Help feed the sea lions. ¢ Enjoy
getting lost in the world’s longest hedge maze. ¢
Explore our Adventure Castle.
Present this ticket at the entrance to receive £1 off
each Passport Ticket purchased!

r---ﬁ__
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""" BUYONE
**GET ONE FREE
RIDE TICKET QOFFER

tickets at Blackpool Pleasure Beach and s s s e

Buy ONE book of Blockbuster Ride

get another bumper book absolutely
FREE

Each book contains a selection of 20 r
Max Big One
unique PlayStation, the Ride, 20 storeys high, two seconds

).

I3

1

]

1

I

]

I

!

I

1

|

1 de tickets from the Pepsi
I
I
1
I down, to leisurely cruises around the River Caves. The
|
1
1
I
1
1
I
I
I
1
1
1
1
1
1

the world’s tallest, fastest roller coaster - the

Blockbuster also includes four big bonus show vouchers giving
free or discounted admission to the Hot Ice Show or the
mysterious, magical Mystiques Ilusion Show. f'(‘hpw at the
Globe or Allan Stewart in the Paradise Room. (Please sec
5 s). With this offer you'll walk away \\||h

a ride tickets an ht big bonus show
vouchers. Simply present this voucher at the Guest Relations I
Offices (North is under Noah's Ark and South is at the South |
Entrance near the Pepsi Max Big One). Purchase one book of 1
Blockbuster tickets and receive another book free.

elevar

cl‘vn-\l 40

CARRBRIDGE, INVERNESS-SHIRE

Come to Landrmark
for a great day out and !

Freephone 0800 7313446
Not valid with any other offer. Max"6"persons
per voucher. Valid until 31.10.99.
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Visit

SOEDIER

at the
Royal Tournament

The last
Royal Tournament at
Earls Court takes place
between
July 20 and August 2,
1999

Take time out from this
tri-Service spectacular

combing pageantry and
hi-tech entertainment to
visit us at Stand 200 and
view our range of
SOLDIER merchandise.

ﬁ 0 Silverstone

A DAY’S RALLYING
AT SILVERSTONE

Our Royal Tournament
competition gives you
the chance to create
your own
‘Who Dare’s ...’ and
receive a day’s tuition at
the
Silverstone Rally School

See Stand 200 for further details

Wookey Hole, Wells, Somerset BAS 18B
Tel: (01749) 672243

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
This offer is open until 31.12.99 and is not valid with any other
voucher schemes, discounts or family tickets.

Cholderton
Rare Breeds Farm &
Rabbit World
Tel: 01980 629438

50p off admission charge per person
on presentation of this coupon.

Not to be used in conjunction with
any other offer or family ticket.

Offer valid until inclusive 31 October
1999

Use this ticket at the following participating attractions

Sea Life Aquarium o
Hastings - 01424 718 776

Sea Life Centre.
Birmingham - 0121 633 4700
3622 445

Weymouth
Scarborou

Oban, SCO[ld]’ld 01631 720 386 Gweek Cornwall - 013262

Ref: Soldier - The British Army Magazine
Valid Until 31/3/00. Not to be used with any other offer.

Terms and Conditions

Only one voucher per person. Show
seats subject to availability and special
admission details may apply. This
voucher cannot be used in conjunction
with any other offer or promotion .
Photocopies not accepted. No cash
alternative. BPB reserves the right to
alter ticket content. Valid until
November 7, 1999 excluding Bank
Holiday Sundays and Mondays.
BPB Ref: 133

25% OFF

ADVIISSION

to Landmark Forest
Heritage Park
on presentation of this
voucher.

Not valid with any other offer.
Maximum 6 persons per voucher. Offer
open until 31.10.99.

Freephone 0800 7313446
OPEN EVERY DAY

Valid until 30/10/99,
excluding Bank Holidays.
Not to be used in
conjunction with any other
offer.

\\
‘--
I.OI\DON 200

SOEDIER;

The British Army Magazine

Adults Passport Ticket: £1 off!
Child’s Passport Ticket: £1 off!
Children under 4: Free!

Offer cannot be used inconjunction with any other offer or
used retrospectively. Up to five offers per voucher, no
photocopies please. Offer valid during 1999 only. v
Longleat is situated in Wiltshire between Frome and
Warminster. Only 112 hours from Bristol, Southampton,
Reading and Oxford. Only 2 hours from London,
Birmingham and Cardiff.

Passport Ticket attractions open daily from March 13-
October 31, 10am-5pm (last admission times earlier in
March and October). Longleat House and Grounds open
every day, 10am - 6pm, except Christmas Day. Dogs
welcome but not allowed in Safari Park (free kennel
available) or some attractions. For further details please
call us on 01985 844 400.




IS ON ITS WAY!

FORCES’ FAVOURITE MAXPLAY IS COMING
SOON TO A LOCATION NEAR YOU OFFERING

NO 1IN SERVICE SUPPORT AND PRICES

LOOK/\
GAMES ~

EXAMPLE PRICES
CRASH BANDICOOT 3 - £32.99
WCW THUNDER - £29.99
POPULOUS - £29.99

COLIN MCRAE - £29.99

TIGER WOODS - £32.99
MICHAEL OWEN - £24.99
TOCCA 2- £27.99

ACTUA SOCCER 3 - £24.99
WWF WAR ZONE - £27.99
GRAN TURISMO - £29.99
NEED FOR SPEED 4 - £32.99
RIDGE RACER REV - £16.99
NIGHTMARE CREATURES - £14.99
SPAWN - £14.99 Z -£14.99

RR4 £34.99
WITH FREE MEMORY CARD

MAX PLAY
OWN BRAND ACCESSORIES

PSX DUAL SHOCK £14.99 N64 256K MEMORY CARD £4.99
PSX 1MB MEMORY CARD £4.99 N64 1MB MEMORY CARD £0.99
PSX BMB MEMORY CARD £14.99 N64 AUDIO VIDEO CABLE £4.99
PSX EXTENSION CABLE £4.99 N64 EXTENSION CABLE £4.99
PSX RGB SCART CABLE £4.99 N64 RGB SCART £4.99
PSX STEREO SCART £4.99 N64 PRO PAD £14.99
PSX LINK CABLE £4.99 N64 THUNDER PACK £7.99
PSX SCART+AV CONNECTOR £4.99

PSX JOYSTICK £12.99 SATURN EXTENSION CABLE £4.99
PSX LIGHT GUN £14.99 SATURN RGB SCART CABLE £4.99
PSX PRO PAD £4.99

PSX TURBO PAD £4.99 SNES + MEGADRIVE PADS ~ £3.50
PSX MOUSE & MAT £14.99

PSX RF UNIT £8.99

PLUS MUCH MUCH MORE
ORDER NOW

uaIShock
TR

£59.99
RRP £69.99
GAMES
FROM
£17.99

VARIOUS

VERSAILLES - £14.99 AMAZING PAD GREAT i
PRICE ONLY £14.99
JUST CALL
STICK ON
RF UNIT RF E PEEL OFF
” UNIT =
AV [ — £3.99
£8.99 - NO MORE
P A 1 ME
GREY BRICK
PSX MOUSE & CARDS ONLY £4.99
MAT £14.99

ORDER LINE
TEL: +44 (0)1929 550232 FAX: +44 (0)1929 550885
Unit 1 & 2 The Omega Centre,
Sandford Industrial Estate, Sandford Lane,
Wareham, Dorset BH20 4DY, England.

CUT OUT THIS ORDER FORM AND POST TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE

Price

Pdstal Order [] Card [

.Cash | Cheque O

P&P free on Games to UK
mainland £2.50 for overseas

. MasterCard [ ] Visa [] Delta [] Switch [] P&P

' Cﬂfd No. [JO0O0OOOCO00OOE00 Expiry Date (0170

Total

| S S ———




LOST
'MEDALS

Y, Replaced in record time

PULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979 Fax: 0171-930 1152
E-mail: Rdhmedals@aol.com

Tsis Lingerde

VISTA TIES

rs and can supply

are Tie Manufac (St g N e,

]
i
|

Steick: for wift ideas fir
the lady i yourlife?
or cy pher e | 2

visual with a quotation...... Why not surprise her

DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK ‘ with a subscription o

Isis Lingerie?

Each month we send your loved one a

maiching set - hand gift-w mmun’urll

| a personal message [
[

*

*

¥
:*:l: VISTA TIES
3 28HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM

SURREY RH1 3EA

Phone or fax for further details
and a free colour brochure.
Isis Lingerie
| PO Box 10595, London SW1V 4ZH
Tel: 0171-834 8899 Fax: 0171-834 8833

“The Monthly Gift Lingeric People’

CARICATURES-DIRECT Leatherman
New at Leatherman
http://www.caricature.co.uk Supertool
Ovrder a caricature direct wail- why wair for PST 11
snail mail! All yoir nee o is fill in the reply 3
form on the caricatire of page ar the above m Standard
address and attach your photo, pay with your Gerber
. credit card (£20). Multil ock Trailride
The completed caricature can be emailed fo any Taliriog
address vou like MultiLock Regular
MultiPlier Regular

Groups, singles still available by normal
methods contact:
Rick Coleman

15% discount to HM Fo
Chegue or PO to: CONDOR

M Hall, Wi te L South
B ST S| [ S Lo
01707 658 853 <id
THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY
GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00 . e B ==3 W
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x 6" Epm
8 WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50 : LC1 IR
lack) £21.50 A y
=Y T SLIDES
it st etas, | | £or officers or other rank
BRASS ngsnITAsmf)?fD!;gcs STICKS £60 OfVC\ir Iﬁers b et
R swo“ E STICKS it oer|th9ut unit
GREEN BERET - PARA REGT RED designation.
BERET £2.00 ,
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY aiso
11 Dalehead Drive Shaw,
Om : on%"g g;rgkqs
b obroyGlceone e NAME T”Eﬁ
(in sets of

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS

POLO SHIRTS BADGES Any quantity SUDPHEd

S.A.E. for price list

Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Lid
Knowsley Industrial
Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER

F 3 tax-free service.
Send for our new price list
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LNS 8AP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

WHEN YOUR
JOB DEMANDS
MORE!
WILL YOUR KIT
MEET THE
CHALLENGE?

The SASS
Catalogue No
14, is NOT
just another
kit list.

It offers you exclusive innovative items and selected issue
equipment. Optional extras, after sales, repair service. . . |

For your FREE colour catalogue, write, telephone or fax
to the following address, or send the coupon below to:
SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES |
St. George’s Works, St. George’s Quay,
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 5QJ
Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524 844239 |

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Please send me your latest catalogue:

;Name:
AddreSS .......................................................................................................
et am——— -Posteode; S |

Fax: 0151-549 1128 J

publishing dates please cal
Magazine on 01252 S43

7
‘2f
~J N A )
¢4 Joy’s Roses ¢
N
24 & Flow
e m——
e OWers =z
»5,\> ) ;y"“ Flowers wnlr l(') any zfld(lrl ss in 17
=] / the U.K. & N.I. “Y%\
;’4‘ /| For all occasions — Births/Birthdays/ \ \%r
9{“:, 4 Anniversaries, or to show that you have lll\ \:Sﬂ
) your loved one in mind. 1Y
Someone, somewhere
is wantmg to hear from you
12 RED/YELLOW or PINK ROSES... £13.85
24 RED/YELLOW or PINK ROSES... 0
SPECIAL BOUQUET - ROSES RED, PINK OR YELLOW/SP CARS/
CARNATIONS/FREESIA & GYPS (50 Blooms) .. - £22.50

SPECIAL BOUQUET - ROSES RED, PINK OR YELLOW/‘CARNATWONSI
FREESIA & GYPS (30 BIOOMS) ....ocoiicrmrermesniinsesesssmsnenissessassnsnsnnsrssnsnsanens £

BOUQUET — FREESIAS & SPRAYS & FERNS (30 Blooms)
BOUQUET - FREESIAS & CARNATIONS MIXED (30 Blooms) ..
BOUQUET - FREESIAS & FERNS (40 Blooms). ”
BOUQUET - CARNATIONS MIXED OR ONE COLOUR &

GYPS (12 Blooms).. : £12.50
BOUQUET — SPRAYS & FREESIAS (20 e . £11.50
W\\ Telephone Direct: 01481 246708 Fax: 01481 243406 Ul,};’

1\ lfce
’gs_\ o\ USE THIS AD AS AN ORDER FORM PLEASE '

J_@f’f Noo. ALLCI/CACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE
=AE AND ISSUE NUMBER
N ;;4,; Please make cheque or PO. payable to:
"r: o 3 Joy's Roses & Flowers

o f:. e Flamingo, St Sampsons,
7 7¢30) | 4 ke Guernsey, C.l. GY2 4WB

. fx @~ Telephone: (01481) 246708

By Fax: (01481) 243406

July 1999 SOLDIER




TOP INTERNATIONAL CABARET SINGER-ENTERTAINE
LoveDp BY 3 FORCES - ALL RANKS

P.E.C's - Entertainment Members
Book Direct:

0181 551 8291

Cmammn sem————
'. berghaus ! Emporiam -
® Rucksacks 455
® Sleeping Bags
@ Tents
® Footwear
o Camping Accessories &

Equipment etc

*DISCOUNT #*

When vou mention

Soldier Magazine
London NW1 9EU
Tel: 0171 428 9533
REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER
Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

67 Camden Road, Camden Town,
Ir
vango
Fax: 0171 428 9534
Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock
J.M.BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax- 0121 551 7366

9ct gold brooch £140. HIGH OUALITY. ASSURED
IGH QUA \SSURE

E.mail jmb @ regimentalbrooches.co.uk

Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Exclusive HAND CUT

@ TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS - %

MICHAEL JAY

| MotDes (l"l’l" - |
L & 11 day Make or j ~
John Bull Military Clothing & 18 hr EXPRESS (1 /

B Lowest prices
B Best fit

& Mail Order Division

Tel: 01748 833614 - Retail Mail order

01765 604071 - Ater 6 pm
Fax: 01748 B36909

17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison,
N Yorks DL9 4DH

B Highest quality

B Best payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areas

sl = —
As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
T/Shirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
other items, All can be printed or
embroidered. Send for a free colour
catalogue and price list.

VISTA SPORTS LTD
28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA

Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

SOLDIER July 1999

LOW LOW LINE RENTAL

& FREE CONNECTION

CALLS
FROM ONLY

TAX-FREE CARS

do cost less from
Advanced Car

Exports
Established in 1979, and
renowned for supplying both

est prices, with low-cost
finance and excellent part-

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISURE WEAR

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS SWEATERS TIES

RUGBY JERSEYS CAPS......... & MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
FOR QUALITY WEAR - SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place, Northan Court, Basford

exchange allowances.
Advanced Car Exports
Tel: 0181-444-55 55

Nottingham NG6 ODE Tel or Fax: 0115 927 4469

E-mail: sales @jenkins-wear.co.uk
www.jenkins-wear.co.uk

new and used cars at the low-

CONNECTION
WORTH £35

£15 WORTH OF CALLS

PER MONTH

ERICSSON 628
WORTH £9.99

PORTABLE HANDS
FREE KIT WORTH £19.99

FREE

CARRY CASE
WORTH £14.99

10% OFF YOUR 10
FAVORITE NUMBERS PEAK

PLU
PLU

PLU

N celinet

50% OFF YOUR 10
FAVORITE NUMBERS OFF PEAK

3% OFF ALL CALLS ON
CELLNETS FIRST PROGRAMME

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES

MINI BUSES/VANS

Any condition

Cash buyer

Tel: 0181 534 4016
(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

PRINTED & EMBROIDERED

Printed. T-shirts, pens, Norwegian army shirts, mugs
and other items printed for you by ex- military
personnel who know your requirements

Unprinted Norwegian Army Shirts — £16.50

*eg: 50 printed “T -shirts, Screenprint Direct Lid

with one colour print 242 Wellington Road
£1.90 eac Perry Barr
£1.90 each. W f\'O“’ ﬂl BIRMINGHAM

Contact B20 2QL

Tel: 0121 331 4334
*Excluding screens, VAT, artwork and delivery Fax: 0121 331 4334

CLOTHING AND GIFTS

A SOLDIER’S

See Classified Ads
E-mail: milpkb&demon.co.uk




Bl 2 Harford Street, Mile End I VERM ANs I T Fax:0171 791 0008
London E1 4PS Email:soldier@military.co.u
pver 50 years of service to the services prices subject to current
please check - Any Order P&P£ 3

. o 1 71 7 900 900 internet:www.military.co.uk phone, fax or email for free cat quoting SOLDI

-

Suppliers to the military
g‘eo m Swiss made

0%8‘ M Backed by 2 year warranty

z Tritlum luminous

m 9 models to choose from
MISlued to Pliots-Divers-Soldlers PILOTS QUARTZ CHRONO £230.00

Highly accurate Quartz or 17
Jewel mechanical movements

CWC watches.
q | SAS Windproof Smock Buffalo Special 6 shirt M ea n Ti m e !

£90.00 Olive or Black £ 84.99

R.M. SPECIAL BOAT SERVICES
300M W/P £250.00

|
[
|
|
|

PLCE BERGEN 125ltr. £170.00 Snugpak Merlin Softie 3
Medics Pouch £ 75.00 Sleeping Bag £ 59.99
|'so avail. Sold 2000 Patrol Pack £75.00

I

BRITISH ISSUE NAVIGATORS (date) £99.00
General Service [non date) £85.00

Green Gore-Tex
Soldier 95 Gloves £35.00

Military
Survival
Security

GORE-TEX®

. . . 1970's MECHANICAL GENERAL SERVICE £15¢(

= 1970's AUTOMATIC GENERAL SERVICE £185
British Army Pro Boot £115 - Soldier "95 PLCE DPM Tactical ASSAULT VEST.
Magnum & many other boois available £ 125.00 - All types of webbing stocked.




Notice to Investors

The following rates of interest will apply from Friday 18th June 1999.

W Skipton Services
Home Savings Scheme

PREVIOUS
GROSS P.A./AER
5.50%

NEW
NET PA.
4.20%

NEW
GROSS P.A./AER
5.25%

Interest will be paid or credited after deduction of income tax at the

lower rate of 20% or, subject to the required

certification, gross. AER

stands for Annual Equivalent Rate and illustrates what the interest
rate would be if interest was paid and added each year.

Principal Office, The Bailey, Skipton, Nort
Telephone: 01756 705030

www.skipton.co.uk

h Yorkshire BD23 1DN

SKIPTON

BUILDING SOCIETY

A member of the Building Societies Association

‘Regal Tailors Ltd

Service, Price and Quallty

| Officers &

Senior NCOs

Male and Female

For all uniforms, Mess Dress, Suit and blazer
requirements are made fo measure
We also offer a self measure service.
For more information-please contact our Leeds Office.
Discount is given on bulk orders.

Interest

3¢ Westfield House,
Broad Lane,
Bramley,

Leeds LS13 3HA

Free Credit

Tel/Fax: (0113) 2361091

FOR

LASER HAIR REMOVAL
TREATMENT AVAILABLE
INCLUDING FACE. NOSE & EAR, BACK
CHEST AND ALL OTHER BODY AREAS

CLINICS THROUGHOUT T

COSMETIC SURGERY

MEN

PROCEDURES INCLUDE:

FAT REMOVAL CHEST

REDUCTION/ENLARGEMENT

» Nosg, FACE AND EAR RE-

SHAPING * EYELID SURGERY

*» CIRCUMCISION * VARICOSE
AND THREAD VEIN REMOVAL *
LASER TREATMENT FOR SNORING
PROBLEMS * LASER TREATMENT
FOR LINES, WRINKLES AND

ACNE SCARS, AND ALL MALE

ENHANCEMENT PROCEDURES

w Turther informatior 1 private consultation

bout the procedures please call our freecphone

» your nearest clinic

Z: 0800 917 9000

6 Harley Street, London WIN 1AA,

HE UK

ESTABLISHED

For details of ad

publishing dates ple
on O1

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve-
lope. Your envelope must be no larger
than 8" x 4" and should contain only a
letter plus a photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
heavy, or poorly addressed enve-
lopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN PAL.
Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed envelope
to: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Annette, 28, 5’2", blue eyes and
long, brown hair. A single mother of
two who enjoys going out, meeting
people, listening to all types of music
and has an excellent sense of humour.
Would like to hear from pen pals, 21+.
P493

Mandy, 5’97, slim and blue eyes. A
divorced mum of two with GSOH.
Enjoys meeting people, nights out, the
cinema and walking on nearby beaches.
Would like to hear from those 35+ for
fun and friendship. P494

Kathy, 5’37, blue-eyed 38-year-old
whose hobbies include ten-pin bowl-
ing, horse racing, squash and bad-
minton. Has a wicked sense of humour
and would like someone to share her
thoughts with. P495

Sue, petite, 40-year-old, blonde
divorcée. Interests include swimming,
running, dancing, eating out and gen-
erally having fun. Would like pen pals,
35-45. P496

Sarah, 18, 5'3”, slim build, brown
hair and hazel eves. Is honest and has a
great sense of humour and enjoys pubs,
the cinema, travel, Formula 1 and writ-
ing letters. P497

Miranda, 5’8", 32-year-old blonde
chef with crazy sense of humour. Mad
on socialising, music of any description
and good conversation (but not swap-
ping too many recipes). Seeking pen
pals any age. P498

Linda, 5’6", brown hair and brown
eyes and likes playing pool, drinking,
romantic nights in, dining out, videos
and having a good laugh. Would like to
hear from 25-35-year-olds. All letters
will be answered. P499

Christopher, 627, REME soldier,
currently serving in the south of Eng-
land. Interests include cycling, club-
bing and good conversation. Would
like to hear from girls, 18-35. P500

Garry, 30-year-old soldier currently
posted overseas but returning to Colch-
ester in September. Likes socialising,
pubs, clubs, pool and keeping fit. Only
outrageous, OTT women, 23-33, with
GSOH need apply. Photo guarantees a
reply. P501

Julie, 27-year-old, cuddly, blue-
eyed blonde who enjoys pubs, clubs,
the cinema, cooking and generally
having a good time. Seeking genuine
pen pals, 25-30, with GSOH. P502

Mlchelle, 27, 5’5", blue eyes. Hails
from the Suutthast and enjoys club-
bing, pubbing, meeting people and
travelling. Would like to correspond
with soldiers worldwide. P503

Gill, 33, attractive lawyer with dark
brown eyes. Outgoing with bubbly per-
sonality and enjoys keep fit, walking
and tennis. Seeking sincere soldier pen
pals, 30+, at home or abroad. Genuine
replies only. Photo appreciated. P504

Emma, 5°2”, bubbly 24-year-old,
blue-eved blonde. Loves listening to
music, supporting the local football
team - Birmingham City - socialising
and keeping fit. Secking pen pals, 24-
34. P505

Diane, 36, 5”, dark hair and hazel
eyes. Likes walking, writing, music and
good company. A non-smoker with a
son of 16 and is seeking pen pals, 30+.
Ps06

Sandy, 5°5”, independent, profes-
sional blonde lady from the Kent area.
Enjoys dancing, music, travel, socialis-
ing and loves Army life. Would like to
hear from pen pals, 42+. P507

Jan, happy smile and quiet but with
plenty of personality. Enjoys aro-
matherapy, outdoor sports, swimming,
collecting indoor plants and calendars.
Seeking pen pals any age. P508

Jane, 32, 5°7”, medium build, brown
hair and brown eyes and GSOH. Lives
life to the full, is adventurous and
enjoys clowning around, travelling and
having fun, fun, fun. P509

Judith, 5’6”, slim, warm-hearted
blonde who has a positive outlook on
life and Christian beliefs. Enjoys walk-
ing, gardening and choral singing and
would like to hear from pen pals, 45-
55. P510

Joanne, 22, 5’3”, hazel eyes'and
brown hair. Outgoing with GSOH and
enjoys driving, swimming, the cinema,
night clubs and theme parks. Seeking
pen pals, 21-30, with similar interests.
Will reply to all letters. P511

Susan, 5'6”, green eyes medium
build and honey blonde hair. Single
and adventurous, enjoys heritage,
music, art, swimming and nightclubs.
Seeking pen pals, 30+, P512 .

Sarah, 5’97, 19-year-old blue-eyed
blonde, caring and good-humoured.
Likes going to clubs and pubs and
meeting new people. Seeking pen pals,
18-28. P513

Paulena, 46, 5°3”, brown hair and
grey eves. Enjoys photography, garden-
ing, listening to music and taking her
dog on long walks. Seeking pen pals,
46-56. All correspondence answered.
P514

Male pen friend wanted between 40
and 43 by female aged 43. Divorced,
petite, smartly dressed and feminine.
Qurgoing personality with good sense
of humour, If interested please enclose
photo with reply. P515

Joanne, 29, 5’5", blonde hair. A
single, non-smoker who enjoys watch-
ing football, socialising, eating out and
dance music. Seeking pen pals, 29-35,
non-smokers preferred. P516

Jacqueline, 32, 5’67, dark brown hair
and green eyes. Enjoys socialising,
music, having a lot of laughs and prac-
tising herbalism. Would like to hear
from pen pals, 27-38. P517

Caroline, 29, 5’°6”, long, reddish hair
and brown eyes. Interests include aro-
matherapy, interior design, good food
and wine and socialising. Seeking pen
pals, 26-36. P518




Shelley, 5’37, slim, brunette, 22-
year-old nurse. Interests include com-
puters, music, sports, alternative
healing therapies and worldwide travel
Seeking male pen pals, 20-34, with
good sense of humour. P519

Sally, 32, 5’6”, brown hair, blue
eyes. Attractive and outgoing with con-
fident, assertive but spontaneous per-
sonality. Likes pubbing and clubbing,
music and is studying sign language.
Seeking pen pals, 25-40. P520

Sarah, 5’117, slim with green eves.
Divorced mother of two and part-time
CAD teacher. Enjoys art, crafts and the
outdoors and is seeking single, honest,
male pen pals, 25-35. P521

BOOKS

The Battle of the Bulge; get the real
story. Get Bartlefields Review, the new
magazine for bartlefield explorers. Call
01226 734627 for subscription infor-
mation. 07/99

Military, Aviation, Maritime books.
Write, telephone or fax for free lists.
Lady Chapel Books, 2 .\hmshe.ad 'I'er~
regles, Dumfries DG2 9TJ. I/fax:
01387 720487. EOI

FREE MILITARY CATALOGUES/
books wanted. Will collect. Attic Books,
3 Marine Road, Hoylake, Wirral 147
2AS. Tel: 0151 632 5365. 1299

Books for Soldiers - contact the
experts. Free catalogue. The Outdoors-
man’s Bookstore, 27 Monument
Industrial Park, Chalgrove, Oxon
0X44 7RW. Tel: 01865 400256. Fax:
01865 400257. 12/99

British military insignia. Fully illus-
trated catalogue, 1999 — [£2. Dealer
since 1981 (ex 1RG]J). Mike Lapworth,
26 Southdown Road, Bristol BS9 3NL.

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
380 pages of info all soldiers need to
know. Includes: Basic Bartle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders, SOPs, Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading,
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms SA80, LSW,
Tests and APWTs, GPMG Light Role,
Signals, Mines, MT Driver, AFV and
Aircraft Recognition, etc. ISBN No: 1-
874528-02-0. £7.50 (inc p&p
UK/BFPO). Available from selected
Naafi Branches, Bookshops or by Visa
or cheque from publishers: MILI-
TARY POCKET BOOKS, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. E-mail:
milpkbk.-demon.co.uk

“Head-dress Badges of the British
Army” by Kipling & King. The Col-
lector’s Bible. Volume One: (1800-
1920) £65. Volume Two: (1920-1998)
£45. Post free. H. L. & P. King, 3
Saxon Croft, Farnham, Surrey GU9
TQB. Tel: 01252 716303. 99

Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially military
and history. We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills,
Merantum Way, London SW19 2RD.
Tel: 0181 540 4371 2/99

Second-hand military books — most
periods and subjects covered. For cata-
logue write to: AJK Books, 6 Essex
Road, London E4 6DG. 07/99

Military history books. Please send SAE
for current catalogue. Free specialist
booksearch. McKenzie, Town End Farm,
Brampton, Appleby, Cumbria CA16 6]S.
Tel/fax: 017683 51384, 1299

Military history bargains - books
bought and sold. SAE brings catalogue.
15 Woodlands, Saltley, Blrmmgham
B8 3AG. Tel: 0121 328 2878. 1199

BUSINESS OPPS

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

shed 20 years by (SNCO).

Ideal for anyone leaving the Forces.
Sale due to retirement. For further details:
Phonelfax: (01845) 578 494
Mobile: 07801 298644

A SECOND INCOME OR
A CAREER AFTER THE
SERVICES?

An international company offers a
steady income, with huge
profits possible.

An interest in healthy living and
personal development desirable.
For more information please
telephone or fax, quoting: SM1

01494 681799

Mies this — regret it forever
Offering your friends unlimited FREE
local off-peak calls using a BT line.
This service has already created
substantial r ual incomes for
hundreds of uals in the UK,
Listen to the five minute recorded
message on
0845 666 2097 (local rate)
then call for details
0800 298 6531 or
0797 165 0981

FOR SALE

Fifty-two sterling silver, hallmarked
medals and insignia of disbanded
British Army regiments (74 troy
ounces). £260. Tel: 0181 853 5847,

into any legally binding agreement.

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier Magazine cannot accept responsibility for the accu-
racy of any advertisement or for any losses suffered as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate
commercial, legal and financial advice before sending any money or entering

Tel: +92-432-592828-9 Fax: +92-432-58881
+92-412-B6689 +92-432-593888
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Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3.50 for Edition 7, 2,500 item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
payable to: G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. 1299

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES -
many scarce. For list and trade details
send (2 x first class) stamps. 84 Merritt
Ru.id, Greatstone, Kent TN28 8SZ

Camcorder, Sony video 8 CCDTR-
411E. Brand new - still in sealed box.
High St price £400, will sell for £320.
Contact Graham, 01252 347362.

RLC Sgt’s mess dress, to fit 427
chest, 34" waist. George boots, size 9.
£250 ono. Contact D Wynne: 01691
655572. 07/99

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CTl16 1PW. 12/99
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design yvour regimental
and operational shields. Write for a full
colour brochure to: Military Marketing
International, 74-77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham BA18 T7AF.
Tel/fax: 0121-4545393. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95, no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50.

e e e e v e e ke e e e e e ke e e de e e e ok e ke de e dede ok

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. 12199

Hand-embroidered wire and silk
thread badges. Quality and delivery
guaranteed. Send design or pattern for
sample and quote to: Kalsara Inter-
national, P O Box 1034, Sialkot-
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 0092 432
554997. 0899

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 12199

UNIFORM POSTCARDS. Scottish
regiments, Guards, Cavalry, Infantry,
Para, etc. SAE for catalogue and
sample: Geoff White, 19 Rushmoor
Lane, Backwell, Bristol BS48 3BN. oxes

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines avail-
able in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for information/brochure. Tel/fax:
01380 828382. 1200

Best mobile phone deal in town. No
contract line rental — £7.76pm Peak
time only 12p. Call Mark on 0800
0741476.

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. 12199

Hand embroidered quality wire
blazer badges. Send design for sample
and quote. Gemini Insignia Company,
4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan.

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. o000

HOLIDAYS

D-Day; find out what really happened,
get vour copy of Barilefields Review — the
new magazine for battlefield explorers.
Call 01226 734627 for subscription
information.

Brecon Beacons National Park.
Refurbished Victorian holiday wvilla.
CH, pool table, sleeps 9. Close to
mountains, lake and rope centre, ring
for details, bookings, etc. Tel: 01874
658472 — leave message or after 8pm.
0500

details of a packa
(01202) 665484
Boat (0370) 538075

Battlefield Tours

for
Regimental Associations, TAs, Serving Units

Ypres, Somme, Arras, Cambrai 3 days £99
Normandy & Arnhem 4 days £149

Tailor-made and Self Drive itineraries

Galina International Battlefield Tours
Official Tour Operators to the
Normandy Veterans' Association
1 Tokenspire Park
Beverley HU17 OTB
(01482 BR0602) E

Holmhurst Hotel

14 Reads Avenue
Blackpool FY1 4BD

* Bed & Breakfast
* Bed, Breakfast & Evening Meal
* Close to promenade & all amenities
* Tea & coffee making facilities
* Late keys

Proprietor
Chris Hopkinson

Telephone:
(01253) 625977




LUXURY

Camping Holidays

Deluxe mobile homes and tents on
200 campsites in 12 countries.
mily of 6 for 7 nights in

280 page brochure,
Vacansoleil, Tel: 08700 778 779

NOTICES

“It is essential to see a battlefield to
really understand a battle.” Explore
sites where history was made with Baz-
tlefields Review — the new magazine for
battlefield enthusiasts. Call 01226
734627 for subscription information.

PERSONAL

For every Jack there is a Jill. I am a gor-
geous (so they tell me), independent
person with an established career. If
you are 42+, good-natured and still
looking for your Jill, then write to me
today and who knows what we will find
at the top of the hill.

REUNIONS

Lost touch with friends from your Ser-
vice days? We can help vou renew
contact. SAE to Forces Connect Asso-
ciation, 57 Norwich Close, Lichfield
WS13 78].

For all members,
past and present of:

and
43 Tpt & Mov S5gn RCT

A reunion is to be held at
Napier Barracks, Shorncliffe
on September 25, 1999
Contact:

Mr A Brint: 01203 225054
Mr P Epps: 01303 225055

JSMTL(S) me(m
TA CENTRE, GORDONVILLE ROAD
_ INVERNESS -
FRIDAY, SE BER 3, 1999

PAYABLE TO:
JSMTC(S) REUNION FUND AND
SENT TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS BY

| JULY 31 ALONG WITH A SAE.

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

SERVICES AINING WANTED |

Condoms by post. Complete ranges of
standard and novelty condoms. Plain
cover despatch. Full lists from Ebba
Trading, P O Box 94, Royston, Herts
SG8 5YE. Tel/fax: 01763 245762. E-
mail: ebba@globalnet.co.uk

07/9%

Computer training by post. Word pro-
cessing, spreadsheets, database,
accounting, Government IT, Sage and
Microsoft approved. Easy-to-follow
manuals with full telephone back-up.
Affordable. Send or phone for free
information pack: 01244 383740

Bandmaster or former military musi-
cian to assist with music training in the
Hampshire and Isle of Wight ACF.
Evenings and some weekends for which
allowances are payable. Apply with CV
to: Commandant, Newburgh House,
Winchester, Hants SO23 8UY. 07/09

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
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The Scots Guards
will be holding their
Annual Regimental Gathering
at Broomhall, Dunfermline, Fife
on Sunday, September 5, 1999
11,30 am - 4 pm
All serving and former members of the
Regiment and their families are
welcome.

Further information from
Captain E H Marchant
0131-455-4931
or Regimental Headquarters
Wellington Barracks 0171-414-3334

Visit Soldier at the Royal Tournament,
Jul 20 - Aug 2, for a chance to win a
day’s driving at Silverstone.

32

33 34

35
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Diary

So, how do you
picture life in
the Reserves?

THE National Employers’ Liaison
Committee is sponsoring a
photographic competition for images
depicting life as a member of the
reserve forces.

Categories include best portfolio,
best military training or operational
photograph, best military sport or
adventurous training photograph, best
photo by a member of the Volunteer
Reserve Forces and best PR photo.

CLOSING DATE

Competition entries must have been
taken during the 12 months ending on
the closing date of September 3. Prizes
include £250 and items of equipment for
category winners, and equipment for
runners-up.

Send for rules and entry forms from
VRFC Photographic Competition,
DRFC4/NELC, Duke of Yorks HQ,
London SW3 4S8S. For further details,
contact Maj Peter Clarke on 0171 218
5262 or MoD Main Building 85262.

DATES

JULY

4: Sandhurst open day. Entrance free.

7: Military concert (HC, R Irish), Kneller
Hall, 8pm. Tickets: 0181 898 5533.

11: Airborne Forces Day South, Southsea
Common, Portsmouth, 10am-5pm.

17: Royal Gloucestershire Hussars Band
gala charity concert, Colesbourne Park ,
6pm. Tickets on 01242 227979.

18: ATR Pirbright open day.

20-Aug 2: Royal Tournament, Earls Court.
Ticket office 0171 244 0244,

21: Military concert (Highland and Lowland
Bands), Kneller Hall, 8pm. Tickets: 0181
898 5533.

23-25: Invicta Military Preservation
Society's War and Peace Show, Beltring
Hop Farm and Country Park, Kent.

24: Sandhurst through the Ages, a concert
of words and music with Christ Church
Singers and REME Band, 7pm. Admission
by ticket only, £8, on 01276 412543.

29: Military concert (Music in Youth
Summer School, incl ACF), Kneller Hall,
8pm. Tickets: 0181 898 5533.

AUGUST

4: Military concert (WG, Queen's
Normandy), Kneller Hall, 8pm. Tickets:
0181 898 5533.

6-28: Edinburgh Tattoo.

SEPTEMBER

4-5: Minley Show, Gibraltar Barracks,
Blackwater, Camberley, Surrey.

4-5: Berwick Military Tattoo, Berwick upon
Tweed. Tickets on 01289 307113.

26: Aldershot Militaria Society annual
show, The Maltings, Farnham, 1015-1600.

® To include public events, contact the Editor.

Ten Tors
takes its
place in
cyberspace

DARTMOOR might have been covered in mist
when the 40th Ten Tors expedition kicked off
to the thunder of blanks fired from the 105mm
light guns of 29 Commando Regiment RA, but
the event nevertheless “reverberated” around
the world.

For the first time, the annual 48-hour trek for
14-to-20-year-olds was given its own web site
on the Internet. Information officer David
Harris and his team from Exeter-based 43
(Wessex) Brigade also provided regular
updates for Ceefax pages on the BBC's
regional TV station. While parents of the 2,400
trekkers were able to read about the progress
of their offspring on television, more than
2,000 people accessed the Ten Tors website.

The great adventure is organised by 43
Brigade with the help of West Country
Territorial Army units, the Royal Navy, Royal
Air Force and Dartmoor rescue groups.

Brig Tony Faith, Commander 43
(Wessex) Brigade, said: “As the
organisers, we invest an enormous
amount of time, energy and resource to
get it exactly right. But the youngsters
are the real stars.”

Medals for Noel
Coward’s batman

A former batman to the late Noel
Coward has been reunited with his
war medals. Former LCpl Percy
Morris, who won the Military Medal
while serving with 5 Glosters during
the Second World War, had his

remounted set presented to him by [

Capt Steve Bennion, who leads 1

RGBW'’s regimental recruiting team, during
a brief ceremony at a retirement home at
Pershore, Worcs. Percy, now in his 91st
year, joined the Glosters in June 1939 and
sailed to France with the British
Expeditionary Force. He was wounded in
action in Belgium, where he won the MM,
and later served as Noel Coward’s batman.
He was discharged in 1945.

Boer War memorials
in need of attention

Former officers of The King'’s (Liverpool)
and Manchester Regiments have launched a
£6,000 appeal to refurbish their Boer War
memorials at Ladysmith, South Africa. Seven
of the ten Regular and militia battalions of the
regiments served in South Africa and the 1st
Battalions of both fought shoulder-to-shoulder
at the siege of Ladysmith. Time and weather
have damaged the memorials, erected on
exposed hillside sites. Contributions, however
small, should be made payable to The King's
Regiment Trust (Appeal Fund) and sent to Maj
J J Jobes, RHQ(l), The King's Regiment, TA
Centre, Ardwick Green, Manchester M12 6JH.

TEACHING birds to migrate using a
microlight aircraft is nothing new. It has
been done for Canadian geese in the
Disney film Fly Away Home. Now the
whooping crane is to get similar treatment
... with a little help from the British Army.

Soldiers from the 9th Battalion, The
Royal Irish Regiment teamed up with the
Royal Air Force to help the endangered
North American bird.

This summer, Antrim-based soldiers
with airmen from RAF St Athan, will take
part in Operation Whooper Finn, a three-
month venture in North America to chart
a new migration route for the whooping
crane.

The bird weighs in at seven kilograms
and is one of the world’s rarest crane
species. Using the British-designed and
built Pegasus microlight, exercise mem-
bers aim to teach young captive birds a
new migration route from Canada to the
Florida coast. A similar project was suc-
cessfully undertaken in 1997.

Soldiers and airmen will research
routes and stop-over sites on a flight path
that will cover about 10,000 miles at a typ-
ical cruise speed of just 60mph.

Teaching w haito fly?

-

Cpl Martin Mash, Sgt Jimmy Gordon, Maj Steven Harvey and Pte Simon Stirling

Saddle sore: WO2 Charles Jenkins, left,
and Sgt Paul Wright, right, get some tips
from marathon tricyclist Charlie Hankins at
the Royal Star and Garter Home, Rich-
mond. They were part of an Int Corps/RAF
team of five cycling from Land’s End to
John o'Groat’s to raise money for the home

In good company

WO2 Garnet Gordon, of 201 Workshop
Coy, 104 Bn REME (V), and Sgt Simon Ball
and Cpl Simon Travis, both of 146 Workshop
Coy, 102 Bn REME (V), with 42 years’ service
between them, have received Lord
Lieutenant’s Certificates from the Lord
Lieutenant of South Yorkshire.

Another TA soldier to receive a Lord
Lieutenant’s Certificate is SSgt Brian Burke,
right, of 202 (Midlands) Field
Hospital (V). A driver in civvy
street, he was serving as a
chef with RGJ (V) in
Oxfordshire when he set up
a field kitchen to provide
meals for 40 elderly people
put up in a community centre
during floods last year.
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Hairline decision
by CSM saved girl

AN Army Cadet Force warrant offi-
cer who saved the life of a girl by
grabbing her hair as she jumped
from a road bridge has been
praised by Thames Valley Police.

WO (CSM) Ron Kirkland, right,
an area beat officer with Thames
Valley Police in Milton Keynes,
spent 20 minutes trying to talk the
16-year-old out of committing sui-
cide from the 25ft-high bridge over
a busy dual carriageway.

“When | was about 10ft away she i
buried her head in her hands, screamed and
jumped,” said CSM Kirkland. At the moment
she jumped he lunged forward and managed
to grab her long hair with both hands.

“It was a natural instinct,” he said. Other
police officers at the scene rushed forward to
help him pull the terrified girl back to safety.

A police spokesman said quick thinking by
Ron Kirkland and his colleagues had proba-
bly saved the girl’s life.

Ron is CSM of | Coy, Buckinghamshire
Cadet Battalion, Royal Green Jackets.

Back to Arnhem

Imagine jumping from an aged Dakota with
an old-style parachute, wearing Second
World War battledress. That's what some
parachute enthusiasts are planning.

The Pathfinders, a group of veteran para-
chutists, are dedicated to keeping alive the
art of the old round military parachute. This
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year they will jumping at Arnhem.
. Founded by ex-Para Sgt Roy

Mobsby, now with 165 Maritime
Regiment RLC (V), and former
LBdr Ron Ball of 7 Para RHA, the
Pathfinders are to jump at Arnhem
as part of the anniversary display,
although finding a Second World
War Dakota rigged for static line
Jjumping has proved difficult.

“We will be laying wreaths at
two designated sites,” said Rob.

“The memory of Arnhem and the
sacrifice made by so many young airborne
soldiers should not be allowed to fade. We
hope that in this small way, Pathfinder is help-
ing to keep these memories alive.”

@ The Baby Life Support Systems (BLISS)
charity is looking for people prepared to make
sponsored parachute jumps. Details from
Gerald Smith on freecall 0800 298 5960.

Bill Jackson remembered

A plaque in memory of Gen Sir William
Jackson, who died earlier this year, has been
unveiled at the entrance to the Jackson Club
in Gibraltar Barracks, Hawley in Hampshire.
Bill, as he was known to his friends, was a
much-loved Governor of Gibraltar from 1978
to 1982, and the plaque was the result of the
efforts of the Friends of the Gibraltar Heritage
Society, of which Gen Jackson, a noted
author and historian, had been a great
supporter.

The Army Medical
Services Museum

Man-marker: The spiked “D” tool
used to brand deserters, and a
piece of skin preserved for posterity

Marked

for life

IT is not unusual today to see sol
diers, both  male and female,
adorned with tattoos. But up until
1871 the threat of being tattooed
sent fear through the ranks.

In those days it was a form of
punishment inflicted on deserters.
The offender, once caught and
sentenced by court martial, would
be paraded in front of the regiment
and stripped to the waist. With his
left arm tied above his head, the
drum major would tattoo the letter
“D” in the soldier’s armpit.

GUNPOWDER

Gunpowder would be rubbed
into the area to leave a permanent
mark. A spring-loaded instrument
with the needles arranged in the
shape of a letter “D” was invented
in 1850, replacing the large sewing
needles used until then. Lamp
black and Indian ink took the place
of gunpowder.

The soldier was marked for life,
making it virtually impossible to
rejoin another regiment. The pun-
ishment was abandoned in 1871.

Two types of brand — and a piece
of skin marked with the dreaded
“D” — can be seen in the Army
Medical Services Museum.

@ Visit the museum at Keogh Barracks,

Mytchett Place Road, Mytchett, near Aldershot
(01252 340212). Open Mon-Fri, 9am to 3.30pm
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Go south,
young man

@ Fancy ten weeks of sailing and
mountaineering in one of the planet's most
unspoilt, beautiful and challenging
environments? Volunteers, and in particular
young, novice adventurers, Regular or
Territorial Army, are wanted for the British
Army Antarctic Peninsula Expedition at
the end of next year. Up to five places are

reserved for novice soldiers.
The expedition, from December 2000 to

February 2001, sets sail from the Falklands
to the Antarctic Peninsula across some of the
most challenging seas. Parties will be landed
on the peninsula to climb the snow fields and
ridges to the plateau, after which they will ski,
climb and sail along the coast to record
wildlife and geographical information.

If you are interested, ask your unit to look
up DCI(A) 67/99 or telephone Maj Richard
Pattison on Abbey Wood Mil (9352) 33556.

Sail away
from it all

®Volunteers of all ranks, Services and
experience are sought for 14 days of sailing
on HMSTC Sabre, a Nicholson 55, on the
adventurous training exercise Century Sail.
The first of 13 two-week legs in the Vilamoura
area of Portugal, the Canaries and the
Azores starts on October 2 and the exercise
ends at Gosport on April 23 next year. Crew
members will have to pay for air fares,
berthing fees and transfers to the yacht,
totalling in all £250 a leg.

For more information and an application
form read DCI Joint 33/99 or contact project
officer Sgn Ldr Bolton on RAF Wyton (95371)
7859 or 01480 52451 ext 7859,

Millennium
Castaway 2000

@50 you want to live on your own island, do
you? BBC Scotland is about to give you just
that chance. It intends to cast 30 men,
women and children adrift on a remote
Scottish island for the start of the millennium,
then follow their trials and tribulations as they
build homes to keep out the winter and
survive with limited resources. To find out
more about Castaway 2000, write to Lion TV
Scotland, 6 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow G3
7UL for an application form.

Are you a member of the Royal Army Ord-
nance Corps Association? If not, join up and
take part in branch activities, annual functions
and reunions. For details of your local branch,
contact the RAOC Charitable Trust on 01252
340514 or 340517 or 340650.

6/36 (Arcot 1751) Battery RA is keen to
update its old boy database (all ranks). All
members, Oct 1992 to present day, are asked
to contact Sgt J Wilcox, 6/36 (Arcot 1751) Bty,
40 Regiment RA, Alanbrooke Barracks, Top-
cliffe, Thirsk, N Yorks YO7 3EY (tel (civ) 01748
875420 or (mil) 94712 5420.

The Society for Military Nurses with Inter-
est in Trauma (MINT) is made up of regis-
tered nurses from the three defence medical
and nursing services with a common interest
in trauma nursing. Application forms for mem-
bership and attendance at study days from
Membership Secretary, MINT, 149 Bradley
Avenue, Winterbourne, Bristol BS36 1HW or
e-mail dayn @ netgates.co.uk

Former pupils, staff and anyone connected
with Windsor School, Hamm 1953-83
sought for grand reunion in June 2000. For
news of membership register, reunions and
newsletter, contact Gill Walker, Lyndale,
Nations Hill, King's Worthy, Hants S023 7QY.

Anyone who served in A Company, Queen's
Lancashire Regiment in Northern Ireland,
1972 (Millhouse Mill-Falls area) is asked to
contact John Bull, 12 Littlethorpe Park, Ripon
HG4 1UQ (tel 01765 604071) for a party.

If you served in Hong Kong, write to Bill
Robertson, 1 Perwinnes Path, Bridge of Don,
Aberdeen AB22 8PH, who is campaigning for
a General Service Medal. Include your name,
rank and number.

For information about The Queen’s Royal
Regiment Old Members Association and its
reunion events, contact Stuart Browning on
01483 892474. New members from London,
Middlesex, Sussex, Kent, Devon and York-
shire, including National Servicemen, attend-
ed a recent reunion dinner in Guildford.

Karel De Ceuster seeks information about
George, a young British soldier stationed in
Antwerp in 1944, who was a friend of the
family. He was badly injured when a V1 bomb
exploded on the Rex cinema in the city on
Dec 16, 1944, killing more than 270 people.
George, who was later repatriated, was in the
cinema with Francois De Laet, who died two
days later. Replies to Karel De Ceuster at

APPOINTMENTS

Colonels: C T Page — To Chief J3 Ops HQ
SFOR, May 12; C W Paskell — To Assistant
Director Procurement Management Policy
(Reliability), May 10; D S B Phipps - To
Colonel Land Warfare DGD and D, May 10; R
J Griffiths — To Defence Attaché Bogota, May
31; T M White — To DG Log Sp (A), June 1.

Lieutenant Colonels: J P J F Abbott,
REME - To HQ Land, Sept 27; P A Astle,
Cheshire — To HQ QMG, June 2; A G Bain,
RRF — To CATC, Sept 1; | A Brazier, RRF — To
HQ ARRC, Aug 16; A D H Budd, RA - To
SHAPE, Sept 6; K | Chafer, AAC - To AHIST,
May 13; R G Dixon, RTR — To PM/AV, Sept 13;

P D W Garbutt, KRH — To RMAS, May 24; R J
Jenkinson, RE — To HQ ATRA, Aug 16; S W
Ledger, LD - To RCDS, July 5; | W Mackenzie,
R Signals - To PJHQ (UK), May 5; C W Owen,
Kings — To HQ NI, Aug 16; S P Owen, IG — To
RMCS, July 5; N A Sim, PWRR - To HQ
SFOR, June 15; S W G Suchanek, KRH - To
DGD&D, Sept 10; G M Thomas, Cheshire — To
HQ SFOR, June 10; | G Tritton, RWF — To
DETS(A), Nov 1.

Retirements

Brigadiers: T Glynn, late AGC(ALS), May
31; D M O’Callaghan, late 16/5L, May 31.

Colonel: D M Black, late QLR, May 11.

Kloosterstraat 118, B-2000 Antwerp, Belgium,
tel 03 257 36 19, fax 03 237 72 34 or e-mail
gd35588 @online.be

The Combined Operations Museum at
Inverary closed its doors at the end of June.
Anyone interested in forming a Combined
Operations Association is asked to send a sae
to curator James Jepson, Cameronian House,
Furnace, Inverary, Argyll PA32 8XU.

Researcher seeks information about British
soldiers who fought with Finnish troops
against Russia during the winter of 1939-40.
She wishes to hear about personal experi-
ences from those involved, or from relatives
who have correspondence, diaries or pho-
tographs. Contact Laura Gustafson, 154
Willow Street, Acton, MA 01720, USA or e-

mail 103133.1611 @compuserve.com

Alex J Hurley seeks news of his sister,
Jacqueline Ivy Hurley, with whom he lost
touch about 20 years ago. Last known serving
in the Forces and married to LSgt John Grif-
fiths, 2 Coldm Gds. Replies to Alex J Hurley,
V51152, HMP Kingston, 122a Milton Road,
Portsmouth, Hants PO3 6AS.

Mrs V J Bergson seeks any information on her
stepfather, John Dermott Meade (who would
now be 81), who came originally from Birken-
head and served with the Royal Irish
Fusiliers/Inniskilling Fusiliers during the
Second World War. His service number was
704471 and he married Beryl Joan Young in
Nov 1939. Replies to 2 Michelmersh Green,
Bournemouth, Dorset BH8 ONU (tel 01202
518721).

AGC(SPS), HQ be. 3 Para, C
Barracks, DoverMajPl

RETURN OF MESS ITEMS |

Aviation Branch, HQ Land Command will
cease to exist on October 1 when its
responsibilities are taken over by the Joint
Helicopter Command. Anyone who has made
a presentation or donation to Aviation Branch
and wishes the items to be returned should
contact Maj S McClure AAC on Netheravon
Mil (94321) 8304 or civ 01980 67381 before
August 18.
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FORMER soldier Maj (Retd) Raymond
Hoare, left, has been presented with four
medals on behalf of his twin brother, killed
during fierce fighting with the Germans in
Crete in 1941. The set, belonging to the late
Sgt Brendan Hoare, should have been sent
to his family in 1949, but was never
delivered and has now been reissued by
the Army Medal Office.

Sgt Hoare was serving with the Cypriot-
Maltese manned 231 Company, RASC
when he was killed in action.

The medals were handed over to Maj
Hoare by Maj Gen Angus Ramsay, right,
Administrator of the British Sovereign
Base Areas in Cypus.

Other presentations made at the same
time were a Queen’s Commendation for
Valuable Service to LCpl Alexander

Twin’s medals go
home - 50 years on

Dickson, Int Corps, for outstanding service
in Northern Ireland; the Queen Mother
Award to Maj Malcolm Russell, RAMC, for
an exceptional project carried out during
vocational training for general practice; a
commendation to Pte Matthew Vranch, 2 R
Anglian, for his actions during the
Paramali fire which destroyed many
quarters last year; a commendation to Maj
Thomas Lafferty, RLC, for outstanding
service in former Yugoslavia; and a GOC
Northern Ireland commendation to Sgt
David Valentine, Para, for exemplary
service in the Province.

Para spectadular: Airborne Forces Day
South will be held on Southsea Common,
Portsmouth on July 11.

The Cheshire Regiment: Fourth Berlin and
Northern Ireland veterans reunion to be held
at Winsford on July 17. Details from secretary
BNIR on 01244 301564.

Regimental Association of Queen’s Own
Royal West Kent Regt (PWRR). Annual
reunions at Canterbury, Aug 1 and Maidstone
on Sept 5. Details from Veronica Joel Newton
(0181 888 9739).

Regimental Association of the Queen’s
Own Buffs (PWRR): Reunions on Aug 1 at
Canterbury and Sept 5 at Maidstone. Former
members of The Buffs, Queen’s Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, Queen’s Own Buffs and
2 Queens welcome. Details from Assn Sec,
RHQ PWRR, Howe Barracks, Canterbury,
Kent CT1 1JY (tel 01227 818052).

JSMTC(S): Reunion on Sept 3 at Territorial
Army Centre, Gordonville Road, Inverness.
Tickets (£15) to JSMTC(S) Reunion Fund,
Mrs A Baldwin, 8 Wyvis Drive, Achareidh,
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Nairn. Further details from Ms E Wood on
0131 310 8675.

Armoured Engineer Regiment: Reunion
planned for Oct 23 at Bridlington, North York-
shire. Contact Keith on 01232 285325 or e-

mail kmilne186 @yahoo.com

South Notts Hussars Association: Former
members wishing to attend reunion dinner at
Bulwell, Nottingham on Nov 13 should contact
Capt G E Aldridge, 6 Goodwood Drive, Toton,
Notts NG9 6HX (tel 0115 972 5909).

74 Battery (The Battle Axe Company) RA:
Anyone who served with or was attached to 74
Battery is invited to attend the Battle Axe Day
Parade on Feb 24, 2000 at Larkhill, Salisbury.
Contact the BSM, 74 Battery, 32nd Regiment
RA, Roberts Barracks, Larkhill, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8QU (tel 01980 675307, fax 01980
675230).

Arborfield Army Apprentices: A reunion for
Intakes 50A and 50B is planned at Arborfield
for Oct 2000. For more details, contact Clem
Clements on 01604 712128 or Tom Lennox on
01423 865225.

the United States of America.
"

War videos
to be won

ONLY four regiments of the Regular Army
did not take part in the Second Boer War,
which started a century ago this October.

Exceptions were the 4th Dragoon
Guards, 4th Hussars, 15th Hussars and
21st Lancers. Non-Regulars who fought
included detachments of 43 yeomanry regi-
ments and 50 militia battalions.

This was the last great colo-
nial war and introduced “com-
mando” and “concentration
camp” into the language as well
as bringing military fame to
Mafeking, Ladysmith and Kim- -
berley.

The Boer Wars (DD Video,
55 minutes, £12.99) features
rare contemporary archive film
as well as photographs, authen-
tic reconstructions and authori-
tative military analysis.

All significant events, battles
and campaigns of the Second World War in
Europe are featured in a newly-released set
of three double-pack volumes.

Crusade in Europe (DD Video, £14.99
per volume, each 150 minutes) tells the
Second World War in Europe from the per-
sonal viewpoint of Gen Dwight D Eisenhow-
er. A companion series, Crusade in the
Pacific, is also available from DD Video.

We have three copies of The Boer Wars
and three sets of Crusade in Europe to
give away — see foot of column.

MILESTONES

Before television captured the collective
attention of the world, The British got their
moving picture news from cinema news-
reels such as Pathe Gazette (1910-46) and
Pathe News (1946-70).

Happily the Pathe film record
has survived to comprise the
largest and oldest such archive
in the world. Telstar Video
Entertainment, in association
with British Pathe, is releasing
The Milestone Years as part of
its “A Year to Remember” series
at £10.99 each (running time 60
minutes). Years include 1929,
1939 and 1949, with footage
showing the rise of Mussolini
and Hitler, the outbreak of the
Second World War, and the
Berlin airlift.

L

COMPETITIONS

To win a copy of The Boer Wars, answer
question one; to win a copy of Crusade in
Europe, answer question two. Send your
answers to Soldier on separate postcards
by August 6, indicating the video title clearly
and containing your name and address. Do
not answer both questions on the same
postcard. First three correct answers drawn
in each case will win. The Editor's decision
is final. Winners' names will be published.

1. In which month did the Second Boer
War start?

2. Name the Second World War gener-
al who went on to become President of

S

THE BOER
WARS

ITALIAN & NO.R'MANDY
CAMPRIGHNS

.
““
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Books

Charmed life of a
wartime tank hero

ONE of the Royal Tank Regi-
ment's greatest Second World
War heroes, Maj Gen Rea
Leakey, won his
second MC as a
British Army captain
fighting as an Aus-
tralian lance-corporal
at Tobruk and during
ten days' leave from a
staff job fought as a
tank gunner at

d Gazala. A third MC
came in Normandy
followed by the DSO
in the battle through
to Germany. All these experi-
ences are recounted in his hair-
raising autobiography, Leakey's
Luck: A Tank Commander With
Nine Lives (Sutton, £18.99),
edited by George Forty.

Scandal that rocked
the original Gunners

THESE days “football” and “Gun-
ners” can only mean Arsenal —
but 100 years ago the Glory Gun-
ners were Royal Artillery
(Portsmouth) FC,
forerunners of the
current Division One
club, Pompey. In fact
this nickname, and
the famous Chimes,
originated with the
Army amateur side
whose unprecedent-
ed national and inter-
national success was
ended prematurely
| by the FA in a row
——— over illegal expenses.
Journalist Kevin Smith has pieced
together the intriguing story in
Glory Gunners, available at
£7.50 inclusive from him at 14
Station Road, Bognor Regis, W
Sussex PO21 1QE.

Adventures of a
combat cameraman

NEXT time you watch the film
Desert Victory on TV, study the
action footage. Much of it was
filmed in battle condi-

BILLY JORDAN

tions at El Alamein by
Billy Jordan, whose
autobiography A
Cameraman for all
Reasons (The Book
Guild, £12.95) is rich
in anecdote. One of
the first members of

g the Army Film Unit,
Billy won the Military

o Medal during the
invasion of Sicily and
later, working for Pathe News,
filmed during the Korean War and
at the 1953 Coronation before
making feature films around the
world and retiring to Spain.

CAMERAMN
HOR ALL
REASONS

BOMBS were not the only
cargo carried by Nato aircraft
over Kosovo in recent months.
They also dropped leaflets
urging Yugoslav soldiers to
give up the fight and go home.

It is nothing new, of course:
just the delivery methods have
changed.

In the Napoleonic Wars,
troops advanced with hand-
bills on the ends of their bayo-
nets persuading the enemy to
surrender.

The British consul in Berne
did his bit for King and Coun-
try in the First World War by
floating messages down the
Rhine in bottles — a tactic sur-
prisingly repeated by psycho-
logical operations officers in
the waters of the Gulfin 1991.
(In keeping with PSYOPS
methods in these more sophis-
ticated times, they also sent

“info-bombs” into enemy
computers).
PIN-UP PICTURES

Goebbels knew how to grab
a soldier’s attention. In Italy in
1944, the Germans showered
the Allied forces with provoca-
tive pin-up pictures. On the
reverse were suggestive poems
and exhortations to “pack it
in”, The “Georgia” series was
avidly collected by the troops,
but few took any notice of the
words.

Veterans of the Canal Zone
in Egypt now campaigning for
medal recognition will recall
pictorial leaflets circulated
among the troops just before
Christmas in 1953, ridiculing
their lack of freedom and
threatening their sentries with
murder.

By far the most favoured
method of leaflet delivery

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these
pages are available from Helion &
Company, who can also supply
14,500 in-print military books and
operate a free professional mili-
Helion & Company, 26 Willow

Easily Led: A History of Propa-
ganda by Oliver Thomson (Sutton,
£20). Themes in History: Propa-
ganda edited by Bertrand Taithe
and Tim Thornton (Sutton, £50).

since 1916 has been from the
air, and with few exceptions —
one being the particularly
effective paper assault on
beleaguered Iraqi troops in
the Gulf soldiers have
laughed or shrugged and got
on with the job.

As these two books tell us in
fascinating and engrossing
detail, propaganda of various
kinds has taken many forms
down the centuries. The mili-
tary variety, as Oliver Thom-
son reminds us, is “mainly
geared to the demoralisation
of enemies or the boosting of
allies during wars”.

The books were written
before the Kosovo conflict,
but parts of them inevitably
have a special relevance.

These days, and particular-
ly since Vietnam became the
first televised war, propagan-
da (military, political or both)
i1s as much about influencing
mass public opinion as any-
thing and the medium of the
small screen has been
employed ruthlessly and with
great cunning.

Saddam Hussein knew its
potential as a propaganda tool
and Thomson goes so far as to
rank the “exploitation of state
television by the Serbs” in the
past decade alongside the
cinema of the Third Reich in
terms of significance.

In the lead-up to the “disas-
trous” upsurge of Serbian
nationalism in 1990, he
writes, Slobodan Milosevic

Road, Solihull, West Midlands B91
1UE, England 9tel 0121 705 3393;
fax 0121 711 1315).

E-mail address:
books @helion.co.uk

Website:
http://www.helion.co.uk

What Milosevi
Hitler and Sad

used unemploved youngsters
to form “demo networks” so
that impressive rallies could
be staged to whip-up popular
feeling, for instance in 1989
on the 600th anniversary of
the battle in which the Turks
drove the Serbs out of Kosovo.

“He purged the main media
to gain control and began pro-
jecting the myth of the Greater
Serbia on television. Obses-
sive racism by the Serbs was
fanned into mass criminality
to claim more land from the
Croats, Bosnians, Albanians
and all other minorities.”

Serb nationalist propagan-
da, he writes, contributed
directly to the extremely vio-
lent civil war of the early
1990s and to the genocide
which went with it.

SERB PARANOIA

“Milosevic’s tight control
over the RTS state broadcast-
ing service was crucial and his
exploitation of conspiracy
myths to form the paranoia of
the Serbs was a clear deriva-
tion from Hitler, while
Karadzic stole BBC equip-
ment to set up Kanal S, a
makeshift racist television sta-
tion in Pale.”

Television’s immediate cov-
erage of war, writes Philip
Taylor, one of 16 contributors
to Propaganda, has trans-
formed the media’s status in
conflict from observer to par-
ticipant.

During the Gulf War of
1991 reporters from enemy
countries (notably CNN, with
its global satellite transmis-
sions) were, uniquely, permit-
ted to stay in Baghdad. The
ploy was repeated in Belgrade
this year amid speculation that
Milosevic has taken tips from
the Iraqi leader, his supposed
mentor in media manipula-
tion.

“Saddam Hussein hoped to
exploit pictures of what he
anticipated to be widespread
civiian damage, in order to
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undermine public support for
the war in western countries.
“Accordingly, he permitted
western reporters to  visit
damaged civilian (but, signifi-
cantly, not military) sites.
“Yet on the two most
famous occasions when this
happened — the ‘baby milk
plant’ and the Al Firdos
bunker — it failed to shift west-
ern public resolve.”
Propaganda, once inno-
cently denoting the spreading
of religious information, has
been given a bad name by
arch-cynics like Goebbels (“If
vou tell the same lie often
enough people will believe
i
Few would deny, however,
that where your ~compatriots

learn

and allies’ interests and lives
are at stake, there is a place for
“propaganda”, even if it is by
another name — diversion, dis-

information, deception, or
PSYOPS.
When, before the Gulf

ground war in 1991, the
media were trying to pinpoint
where the Coalition forces
would launch their liberation
of Kuwait, military spokes-
men deliberately failed to
dampen down speculation
that an attack would take
place from the sea rather than
the land.

“Indeed, the Marines in the
Persian Gulf waters increased
their access to journalists
during this period in order to
reinforce the impression of a

from

These death’s-head propagan-
da leaflets, left, dropped on
Allied troops at Anzio in 1944
are a collector’s pieces. They
were used only once and in
small numbers — and appar-
ently upset no one’s morale

sea-borne invasion,” Taylor
writes.

He adds wryly that once the
coalition forces had liberated
Kuwait they found that most
Iraqi armour had been
deployed in anticipation of a
coastal invasion. The Iraqi
military, it seems, watched a
lot of TV. Live by the screen,
die by the screen.

As with the messages-in-
bottles manoeuvre, PSYOPS
has not always been so subtle.
Taylor’s definition — “the tar-
geted use of persuasion to
achieve national objectives” —
sounds pompous when you
consider one method used by
the Americans to achieve their
national objectives during the
Panama operation in 1989,

Echoing Joshua’s use of
trumpets outside the walls of
Jericho, the Yanks, bless’em,
targeted Gen Noriega’s com-
pound with rock music
relayed through loudspeakers.
And to prove some thought
had been given to the show’s
production, the blasts from
the past included Martha
Reeves and the Vandellas with
a persuasive rendition of
Nowhere to Run, Nowhere to
Hide.

Slobodan Milosevic would
be well advised to carry a set
of earplugs around with him,
just in case. - CH

IN BRIEF

SOE by M R D Foot. Second
World War Army officer’s classic
study of the Special Operations
Executive, 1940-46, reissued in
paperback. (Pimlico, £12.50.)

| Am Well, Who Are You? by
David Piper. The author, knight-
ed for his services to art in 1983,
was a “‘human shield” in the
Japanese Army’s leading truck
into Singapore, after being cap-
tured in Malaya. The book
includes a PoW diary. (Published
by Anne Piper, available from
Gazelle, 01524 68765.)
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Hemingway Goes to War by
Charles Whiting. Ernest Hem-
ingway claimed that as a war
correspondent he took part in the
D-Day landings and fought in the
front line at the Battle of the
Bulge. This book, originally titled
Papa Goes to War, separates
fact from legend. (Sutton, paper-
back, £6.99.)

Who Was Who in the Second
World War by Edward Davidson
and Dale Manning. From Abetz
to Zhukov. (Arms and Armour,
paperback, £14.99.)

Gallipoli by Nigel Steel (£10.95)
is one of three recent additions to
the Leo Cooper “Battleground
Europe WW1" series. The others
are Montauban, Somme, by
Graham Maddocks (£9.95) and
Delville Wood, Somme, by
Nigel Cave (£9.95).

Reuter Reporter in Divided
Germany 1955-58 by Peter B
Johnson. Includes descriptions
of visits to British and American
military units. Available at £6.95
inc from author at 47 Braeside,
Beckenham, Kent BR3 1ST.

Colourful evocation
of Hong Kong

HONG KONG *“veterans”, partic-
ularly those involved in the han-
dover to China, will find Jo and
Neil Craig's Black
Watch - Red Dawn
(Brassey's, £29.99) a
thoughtful and well-
written evocation of
the life and times of
this former colonial
outpost as well as a
high-quality record of
the events of 1997,
with a particular
emphasis on the role
of the British Army.
Its 100 or so atmospheric colour
photographs are a bonus. Neil
Craig spent his National Service
as a subaltern with the 1st Bat-
talion The Black Watch (Royal
Highland Regiment) in Berlin.

Telling D-Day from
both points of view

EDMUND Blandford specialises
in telling Second World War his-
tory from both sides. His book on
British and German
airborne forces,
Green Devil, Red
Devils, was pub-
lished in 1993. Now
he has told the story
of the invasion and
defence of Europe in
1944 from the oppos-
ing standpoints. Two
Sides of the Beach
(Airlife, £19.95)
draws on many eye-
witness accounts and is illustrat-
ed by more than 80
contemporary photographs.
Modestly, the author, a former
airman, says this substantial
work is intended “as a contribu-
tion to existing literature”.

Cdmund Blandtoad

All very busy on
the Western Front

HOW does he do it? Apart from
being the MoD's Director of
Reserve Forces and Cadets,
Brig Richard Holmes
is Professor of Mili-
tary and Security
Studies at Cranfield
University and the
Royal Military Col-
lege of Science. Yet
has already found
time (not that anyone
is complaining) to
present two well-
received TV series on
War Walks and write the com-
panion publications, as well as a
dozen or so other military histo-
ries. His latest book, The West-
ern Front (BBC Books, £17.99)
accompanies a new six-part
BBC2 series starting on July 15.




Mailbag

TA has more
to offer than
pay rewards

| FIND the letter from Capt Michael Blake
(“Terrier gives up a lot to serve”, June)
perplexing. Is he suggesting that an
annual bounty of £1,050 for a TA soldier
with five years’ service is not sufficient?
Is he suggesting that a TA soldier such
as himself, after serving for 21'/z years
(that is, a fortnight’s camp coupled with
a few weekends each year) should
receive a gratuity at the end of it?

Surely the gratuity is in the shape of a
bounty of more than £1,000 each year?
Thus Capt Blake's gratuity over 21'/2
years totals more than £21,000 which, if
invested over the years, would amount
to considerably more. Not bad for thes
length of actual time expended.

FORTUNATE

When | was in the TA my thoughts
were on how fortunate my comrades and
| were to visit places at home and abroad
we would never otherwise have been
able to explore; on how fortunate we
were to learn skills unavailable to civil-
ians; to learn drill and deportment, disci-
pline and teamwork, defence and
humanitarian skills normally beyond us;
to feel in some small way we were serv-
ing our country; to be privileged to serve
with ultra-professional Regular soldiers,
and to learn something of the ethos and
purpose of the British Army.

If | might paraphrase the words of
John F Kennedy, “ask not what the Army
can do for you, ask what you can do for
the Army”. If Capt Blake is in the TA for
pecuniary advantage, | would suggest he
seek other avenues of reward. — Howard
Robson, Carlisle.

Cartoons were
‘a racist slur’

| DON'T normally get upset by articles or
cartoon sketches or write to magazines,
but feel | must express my umbrage at
your “Chuckle with Chip” feature (Feb),
and specifically the last two cartoons on
the page. Surely any Scot should feel
these sketches are a racist slur.

If your cartoonist had depicted one of
these characters with a black, brown or
female face there would have been
uproar in your next edition. In today’s
military we have to be very careful when
dealing with other soldiers, especially
any from ethnic minorities.

As your publication is the soldiers’
magazine, you must ensure that it is
seen to be free of discrimination or
national stereotyping. Would it really
have affected the gag if the characters
depicted were wearing trousers ... oris
it only jocks who get drunk?

| enjoy a joke but feel the points made
in this letter are valid. — SSgt F Flood,
Workshop REME, 4th Regt RA, BFPO 36.

TV licences edict
unfair to livers-in

I READ Soldier (May) to discover that
single living-in members of the Armed
Forces are expected to be in possession of
a TV licence. Rightly or wrongly, I have
always been under the impres-

teenagers, each with a television set, and
they only require the one licence to cover

their address.
Does the Home Office buy a licence for
each prisoner where they have

sion that TV licences boughtfor W r1-M[31( 4 a TV in their cells? I suggest

the various institutions within
the barrack walls covered single accom-
modation as well.

If this is not the case, where are they
going to draw the line? Does every individ-
ual who owns a TV have to buy a licence?
Or will one per company or platoon do the
trick?

In the worst possible case you could
have numerous people in one room, each
requiring a licence. Quite a little earner for
the Government. Meanwhile, across the
road, Mr and Mrs Civilian have four

MoD strikes up a deal with the
TV licensing authority so that each com-
pany-size unit buys a licence to cover the
single living-in members of that unit. This
would be a much fairer deal than the 40
single members of a company having to
buy a licence for a TV which, for obvious
reasons, they don’t have much time to
watch. — Andy Mallock, RPSI, The
London Regiment, London.
@ Further clarification of the rules appears
in Page 40 . . . plus an address to which you
may care to forward these views. — Editor

ISN'T it time single Servicemen and
women received the same consideration
as their married counterparts? It is no
wonder that the divorce rate in the Army
is so high when soldiers still rush into
marriage to escape the barrack block.

It is blatant discrimination that only
married Servicemen are entitled to a
house, a removals service on posting and
reimbursement for travel if they choose
to live in their own property.

In this day and age many couples have

\What about the

single soldier?

strong relationships without being mar-
ried.

How many more soldiers must vote
with their feet and leave the Service pre-
maturely before the top brass stop saying
that single accommodation is a priority
and actually look at the aspirations of the
modern single person? Apparently you
have to be married before you can have

someone to stand up for you . . . your
spouse. — William Charles (ex-
Army), Newbury, Berks.

Not-so-airborne personnel

In your response to K P Walton’s letter
(May) you wrongly compared the brave
members of the wartime air landing
brigades and the Glider Pilot Regiment to
the current non-parachute qualified
members of 5 Airborne Brigade. The
wartime glider troops were all volunteers
who received the same level of selection
and training as their parachute-qualified
colleagues.

The deeds accomplished by these men
in all the major airborne operations of the
Second World War testify to this fact.

SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you
are an officer or other rank; serving or civvy;

nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep them brief and

In 5 Airborne Brigade there are a lot of
personnel who did not volunteer for Air-
borne Forces and have no intention of
becoming parachute-qualified. — Cpl
Graeme Deeley, 41 (Airborne) Mili-
tary Intelligence Section, Buller Bar-
racks, Aldershot.

® Cpl Deeley’s point is well made, but the
fact is that wartime members of Airborne
Forces who were not parachute-qualified
were entitled to wear the maroon beret . . . a
privilege which remains to this day for all who
serve with Airborne Forces units. — Editor

to the point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if they are handwritten, please put names,
addresses and in block capitals (not necessarily for publication).

A prize from the Soldier gift collection will be awarded each month if we judge that a letter, serious
or humorous, merits it. So get writing! Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor,
who reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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THEN AND THEN

S0 YEARS AGO

The spotlight which has
played on our overseas
garrisons since 1945
has moved on. After Germany, Greece,
Palestine, Egypt, India and Malaya, it
now shines on our most distant outpost
- Hong Kong, 33 days by troopship
from Britain. While Chinese Commu-
nists drive southwards, British troops
are on their way to the little colony.

From Soldier,
July 1949

)

725YEARS AGO

Pte Lesley Clayton,
pictured above at the
BBC Playhouse The-
atre, London during the Army music
competition finals, started eight years
ago by ex-Bdr Harry Secombe. Lesley
(21), serving with 12 Coy, WRAC, won
the singer title with a folk song. Best
group was Hexagon, a three-man rock
outfit from the 2nd Royal Tank Regiment.

From Soldier,
July 1974

-

>

ACF instructors

deserve

I WAS interested to read (May) about the
two new service awards approved by the
Queen for all ranks of the Volunteer
Reserve Forces. The Volunteer Reserves
Service Medal (VRSM) will replace the
Territorial Decoration (TD) and Territo-
rial Efficiency Medal and, as I understand
it, be awarded after ten vears’ efficient
service, while clasps will be awarded for
every five years of subsequent service.

I believe this review has missed an
opportunity to address a number of
issues, I have previously raised the ques-
tion in Soldier as to why officers with a TA
B-class commission are not awarded the
TD. Why in this review did the powers-
that-be not consider the service of those
who work with the Army Cadet Force? To
receive the Cadet Force Medal requires
12 years’ service and eight subsequent
years for the award of a clasp.

Many instructors in the ACF are ex-
Regular or TA. Ask any about the amount
of hard work and dedication required by
the ACF and most will agree that it is not
as easy as being a Regular or TA soldier.

SOLDIER July 1999

better

The discrepancy between these awards
has given me concern in the past. This
latest announcement is proof that no con-
sideration has been given to the dedica-
tion, hard work and many hours of
unpaid work given by the officers and
adults of the ACF.

It is difficult to recruit people willing to
make a long-term commitment to the
ACEF, which makes it all the more impor-
tant to recognise long service and effort,
It now appears that much more effort and
longer service will be required of ACF
volunteers for the Cadet Force Medal
than of the TA for the VRSM.

I live in hope that consideration will be
given to ACF adults and officers being
nominated for that other new award, the
Queen’s Volunteer Reserve Medal, to be
awarded for outstanding service. I will
expect to see a long list of recipients from
the ACF in recognition of outstanding
service to young people week in and week
out. Rev Gareth T Jones, Senior
Chaplain, Angus and Dundee Battal-
ion ACF, Perth.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag @btinternet.com

5

Food for thought

THE letter “Mess system is food for
thought” (June) on Pay-As-You-Dine
(PAYD) stated that “in an average month
each member pays about £90 food
charge”, which works out at £2.90 a day
over a 31-day month. Could anyone let
me know where it is possible to get a full
cooked breakfast, two-course lunch and
three-course evening meal of various
choices, with no restrictions on the
amount you eat or how many visits you
make to the hotplate? Even over 20 work-
ing days it works out at only £4.50 a day,
still impossible to match in any commer-
cial establishment.

And what about good old Tommy
Atkins, who has spent all his money on
wine, sports cars and mobile phones
before the 15th of the month. He may be
skint but at least he can get three square
meals a day. Sounds like whingeing, bean-
stealing, sour grapes to me. - WO2 (CSM)
| J Dower, Mortar Division, ITC Warminster.

® COULD | suggest a compromise on
Pay- As-You-Dine? How about breakfast
as before with other meals PAYD, to be
requested at breakfast time. Breakfast is,
after all, the main meal. From experience
| would suggest that the soldier will pay if
he eats or not. With PAYD | suggest he
will not. — R Whittaker, Burnley, Lancs.

Medal mania

RE the letter “Will we get a medal for
Macedonia?” (June), the Army of today
appears to be obsessed with medals.
Where is the spirit of serving Queen and
country anywhere in the world, medals or
not? Can | ask the writer to spare a
thought for the National Servicemen who
still fight to gain recognition for service
in the Suez Canal Zone? — P S Jones (27
years in the Army), Swindon, Wilts.

Die Hard 11l

FURTHER to letters on the origins of the
Diehards (May and June), Col Inglis was
not killed at Albuhera. He was badly
wounded and Blaxland's history says he
was the only officer above the rank of
major to survive the battle. He served on
after Albuhera and retired as Lt Gen Sir
William Inglis KCB. He is buried in Canter-
bury Cathedral. The date of the battle was
May 16, 1811, not May 13. It is said Col
Inglis cried out “Diehard the 57th,
diehard.” — Maj R E B Morris, Secretary,
Regimental Assoc, The Middlesex Regiment.

Time of change

A SUGGESTION to rename a German
Army barracks after Winston Churchill
has been condemned by many Germans.
| welcome it, not only because the British
Army has been in Germany for more than
50 years. Since the Wall disappeared,
Germany has changed. What has hap-
pened to our friendship with the British
Army after such a very short time? - M K
P Kahlbow (ex-Locally Employed Civilian,
BFPO 45), Reutingen, West Germany.




The regular
feature in
which we
ask soldiers

for their
views on
an issue

Army on the air

British Forces Network has recently completed a month’s trial in
the Bulford-Tidworth area aimed at producing a radio station tai-
lored to the interests of soldiers based locally. We asked sever-
al whether they had heard of the station, had listened to it, and
whether they thought it was a good idea. Those who had tuned

in thought it was good.

Cpl Paul Walters, 22 Engr Regt

| listened to it every-
day ... in the office,
in the car and at
home. My wife serves
with the Environmen-
tal Health Team at 3
Div in Bulford and we
both tuned in. |
wished it could have
stayed. | thought it
was very professionally done. Although it
was a radio station catering for every-
body in the community, it was geared
towards the Forces. They understood us,
what we want and what we want to hear. It
was a great success.

Tpr John Money,
RDG

We have been aware
of the radio station but |
didn’t listen to it. | think
it's a good idea though
to let people know
what's happening
locally. | think it would
be good thing to have this here full-time.

LCpl Rob Hooper,

1 RHA

I tuned the car radio
in and picked it up
even when on exer-
cise near Netheravon.
| thought it was a
good concept and the
music was good. The
concept of a Forces’ network works
because the humour that has developed
within the Army is different and it was
nice to hear that coming across the radio.
Overall, | think it was a very good idea and
| would like to see it established.

Spr Philip Bradley, 22 Engr Regt
| didn’t hear the station myself, but | think the

COMING SOON

At Fort Knox the Americans
have built a town to train
soldiers how to fight in an
urban environment, both on
their feet and in tanks.

idea of having a radio
station dedicated to a
particular site is a good
idea. It would help our
families know what is
going on. They can
send messages to the
radio station when
people are away on
tour. [ think the main
audience would be the families.

LCpl Jason Jones,
1 RHA

| listened to the sta-
tion and thought it
was OK and on a par
with normal BFBS
broadcasting, which |
think is quite good.
They told us what
was going on around
us and it was good
for the community.

Tpr Karl Pope,
RDG

| wasn't aware of it
but | think it's a good .
idea to have a sta-

tion aimed at us.

Tpr Kevin Gaskell, RDG

| wasn't aware of the
trial in the Bulford-Tid-
worth area but it
sounds like a good
idea. | think a station
like this could attract
listeners with good
music and | would like
to see it here on a per-
manent basis.

Spr Adam Holt, 22 Engr Regt
| listened to the radio station a few times

Face of garrison

radio: Presenter

Neil Carter in the
Tidworth-Bulford
studio

in the MT hangers
where | work. | think it
was all right. They
kept us informed
about what was going
on, the music was a
good mix that would
appeal to families. It
would be a good
move to have it here
full-time, to give us up-to-date information
about news and events, particularly for
the families. | thought it was successful.

LCpl Brian Lloyd,
RDG

| was not aware of the
trial at Bulford but have
heard similar stations in
Germany. | think it is a
good idea for the mar-
ried families as it
enables soldiers to
keep in touch when they go away on post-
ings, which could be good for morale.

Spr Paul Harper,

22 Engr Regt

| had the station on in
the car and at home
and it was good to
listen to. It was very
professional. It was
aimed at the younger
person, but played
music for every age. It
would be a brilliant idea to have it here as
a fixture.

® Garrison Commander Col Robin Faulken-
er expressed his delight at the trial. In a letter
to Peter McDonagh, Controller of BFN, he
said the trial had been a great success. |
cannot emphasise enough the welcome con-
tribution that BFN has made to garrison life,
the ease with which it rapidly became an
integral part of our community plan.”

Interviews: Ray Routledge Pictures: Mike Weston

Also:

The Army’s web site has been
judged one of the most effective
in Britain. Read about the impact
it has been having on recruiting
... and on people with an
interest in all things military.
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We
specialise in

approving
credit for
HM Forces

NEED A CAR, BUT
CAN'T GET CREDI'I"

We exdlusively approve people who have been refused credit elsewhere.

Direct Auto Finance is Britain's specialist in supplying
quality cars on credit, exclusively to people who have
no credit history, or a poor credit history including: rent

Buy a car from us on credit, and
it can help to re-establish your
for the future.

credit rating

IT'S SO EASY
Your new car is only a Freephone
call away, and
easier. You automatically get
through to your nearest
Direct Auto Finance . branch,
who'll take a few simple details

it couldn't be

over the phone and you can be
CREDIT APPROVED WITHIN
AN HOUR.

We don't ask any awkward
guestions and there's no
complicated paperwork required.
After that it's your choice, from our
huge selection of beautifully
prepared, serviced and newly
MOT'd cars

WE'RE HERE TO HELP
Business is at al times treated
by
experienced and friendly staff,
who are there to help, and answer
any questions, We look forward

in  strictest confidence,

to your phone call soon.

£

or mortgage arrears, CCJ's/decrees, council tax

problems or previous refusals.

NOT AT RISK,
the loan is secured only

Your home is

We're not concerned with your past history. Our finance ©" '@ car

offers are based solely on who and what you are today.

SNP137 VAA

Suuyy

ONLY WE OFFER
GUARANTEED
INDEPENDENT
MILEAGE

LINES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Direct Auto Finance Ltd, Customer Services, Head Office, Springfield House, Springfield Road, *
Horsham, West Sussex RH12 2RG Ouoting ref 5.192

I
VERIFICATION OR FILL IN AND RETURN THE COUPON
]
NAME . I
ON ALL OUR CARS o
- POSTCODE S
PHONE (DAY) PHONE (EVENING) ..................0
1
M Free AA personal membership’ OCCUPATION . .GROSS MONTHLY INCOME £ 1
when you buy a car from us © Direct Auto Finance Ltd. *Option100 AA membership :
Application subject to status. Licensed credit brokers. 1
Wi N le onl /L Ref:
AA & RAC INSPECTION WELCOMED Written quotation on request. Credit available only on cars supplied by us el: SM/3 |

THE NATIONWIDE AUTO FINANCE SPECIALIST



from

£99.95

Hurry -
limited stocks
at this price!

Pack includes
wrist strap,

user's manual, quick
reference guide,
Year’s warranty.

The World’s
Smallest
12 parallel
Channel GPS

New GPS Pouches

in green, black & DPM
1000 deneir cordura velcro
& press stud fastening
lanyard loop retainer, triple
stitched belt loop; fits
Garmin, Magellan, Eagle
and most mobile phones.

RRP £19.85
our price

£9.95 vaT

Prices excluding VAT
(post + insurance add £2.50)

I off 5+ each 10+ each
£110 £105 £99.95

Now with 24 hour Battery Life

Features include:
B Full world wide usage

B Stores up to 500 user waypoints
and up to 30 routes

B High contrast backlit screen
Phase Trac 12" receiver for fast
continuous acquisition of up to
12 satelittes
Trac Back Automatic Track
log navigation
Batteries, Garmin pouch,
quick reference guide & one
year guarantee
User friendly keypad with easy read
characters & graphic plotting

Performs in 999 kts

UK Ordnance Survey, UTM/UPS,
Lat/Long, Irish, Swiss, German,
Swedish, Maidenhead user grid,

all 9 Indian grids, Malaysia, Indondesia

Powerful zo0m/pan in-out facility
Fast & Accurate “Canopy - Proof”

GPS Performance

Features include:

u Fast, accurate
& canopy proof
performance

B Full world wide usage

B PhaseTrac 12" receiver for fast
& continuous acquistion

B Tracback Automatic track
log navigation
B Screen up to 500 user waypoints
or up to 20 routes with waypoints
B High contrast backlit LCD screen

B Tough weatherproof case weighs
less than 10 ounces

B UK Ordnance Survey, UTM /UPS,
Lat/Long, Irish, Swiss, German,
Swedish,Maidenhead,User Grid,
all 9 Indian Grids, Malaysia, Indonesia

B Poweful zoom /pan in -out facility

B User friendly keypad with easy read
characters & graphic plotting

B Performs in 999 kts

P
%

Cheques made payable to:

(L

from

£125

Hurry -
limited stocks
at this price!

Low profile
remote antenna,
extension cable
& magnetic /
suction mount

RRP/£93

Our Price

£69.95

Prices excluding VAT
(post + insurance add £2.50)

| off 3 off 5+
£135 £130 £125

e Card

Service Sport (Wetherby) - PO Box 115 - Wetherby 9 West Yorks - LS22 5XZ - Tel: 01937 587465 - Fax: 01937 580982






