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I worn by'the men of 
the bombardment 
botteries: it incor- 
porates the Navy's 
anchor. the Army's 
tommy-gun ondihe 
Air Force's eagle. 

OFFICER! 
formed (there were five by 1944). 
In those days the Army officer 
who operated on shore wascalled 
the Forward Observation Officer; 
today he is the Forward Observer 
Bombardment. 

Bombardment units took part in 
the Dieppe raid (where they first 
saw action and where RAF 
ground crews were used in the 
observer parties because of a 
shortage of Naval telegraphists) ; 
in the Madagascar campaign; in 
the North African landings (where 
beach parties wore American uni- 
forms); in the Normandy landings 
(where there were 50 shore 
panties and 50 liaison officers 
afloat); and in Sicily, Italy and 
the Far East. 

Some of the officers who helped 
to direct Naval gunfire during the 
war were aboard the three ships 
off Cape Wrath. One was Major 
Gordon Sinclair. commanding of- 
ficer of the Territorial battery. 
He was one of the first Royal 
Artillery officers to he trained in 
these tactics and eventually com- 
manded a bombardment regiment. 
He servkd at Dieppe and in the 
Normandy landings. 

In Durness. the villagers knew 
what to expect. They opened their 
windows - just to make sure. 
Durness has one plumber-cnm- 
carpenter whose stock of glass is 
limited. ,Ordinarily, very little 
happens to disturb the calm of 
the,village. which is just as well. 
The nearest policeman lives 14 
miles away and offenders against 
the Law have to be taken 85 miles 
to court. The railway comes no 
nearer than 56 miles and the only 
resident doctor has to send to the 
nearest hospital at Golrpie, 80 
miles away, if he wants an am- 
bulance. 

Above the village, the first oh- 
servation party climbed into 
shelter on Faraid headland. In 
theory they had just landed with 
an Infantry battalion which was 
now fighting its way towards 
Durness. In charge was Captain 
Peter Stoop, Berkshire farmer and 
second-in-command of the Terri- 
torial battery. He was an airborne 
Gunner during the war and took 
part in the Rhine landing. On 
Faraid he had his normal staff of 

In the staff office on 
bmrd HMSSwijzsure: 
Mojor G. Sinclair. 
commonder of the 
Territorial bombard- 
ment bottery. Lieui- 
Commander H: J. A. 
Brooke. ship's gun- 
nery officer ond Cap- 
toin J. A. Newbery, 
of the Regulor bom- 
bordment battery. 

Army and Novy -and both i n  
berets: Telegraphist A. Baker 
ohd Gunner Dennir Knowler. 
o former Navy man. keep radio 
contact with the mnge party. 

four -one artillery technical as- 
sistant, two driver-operators and 
a Naval telegraphist. His tech- 
nical assistant. Serjeant Rodney 
Slater. local government official 
from Hayes. was in the Royal 
Navy during the war and as a 
telegraphist went ashore with the 
Essex Yeomanry on D-Day. To. 
day his job was to watch for shell 

Cape Wmth, on the north-wsst extremity of 

which are directed on to land targets by men 
of a Territorial A m y  'bombardment battery 

TEAMING in Hue ahead, the SIX-inch cn\trer Swiftsure 
.nd the destroyers St. James and JuUand leit the shelter S ofLoeh.E$iboll ~INI oat wume towards cape Wrath, most 

sorth-weat&ypoW ol the scottlrb mdnlmd, 20mUes away. 
Half an hour later four Land Rovers left the Nissen-hutted 

cliff-top overlooking Sango Bay, which lies west of Eirri- 
boll, and shot along lk sandy 3ahekiU beach at the entrapce 
to tbe Kyle of Durness, whence they dimbed the steep, uneven 
CM trachr on to the headlaod known as Faraid. 

Scotland, echoes to a cruiser's guns.. . guns 

F 
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out dimbed *ot[icers and men been spent at kvanton in the pfrth 
of the Royal Amuerg. and Royal of Cromarty, where they practia- 
Navy telegraphists with their ed communication between shlp 
ndiosets.Oabom'dtbc~~pa, aaddtoreawlak.. 
now seven milea off shore, were A bombardment battery differs 
moe Royal Mulery officers. The tram any other in that it has no 
T e ~ i t o M  Amvs Combined guns or gun crews; the Navy sup- 
O p t i o n s  -t Battery, pUea the tire power. Its purpose 
aided by ite opposite number in is to spot and direct shfps' fire 

start the m mciing - and ex- sault landing -until the 1 Army's 
cifing - part of it. llnnaal camp. guns can go into action. The Wea 

would soh be shaking with the worked out soon after 
crack of naval m i r e .  and the Early in 1941 Gunner officers 
Iitffe. rocky island across the Kyle found themselves on courser at 
would be erupting under its an- the Naval School of Gunnery a: 
uualbroadbide. ~ Por twn th .  Thoee who made beat 

R w  881 Combined Operations prqress were sent to form the 
Bombardment Battery, Twritorial first bombardment school at Dun- 
Army the week at Durna re- donald, near Troon. In April 19.42 
pmsenkd the second part gf the the fint Forward Obseava+m and 
annual camp. The first week had Bombardment Liaison Unit was 

Ebe %* Anty. 'yu about to 011 'to shore *gets dlxhg an ds- 

%-%E M (belt direqroll. ms air WwxcmadQdSndtlls 

, *.. 
... 

Over the radio contact was, 
made with Swillsure - "Hello 
Volcano. This is Spyglass." On 
board the message was receivel! 
in the staff office, a long narrow 
room under the captain's bridge. 
11 contained the Naval gunnery 
officer; Captain J. A. Newbery. 
second-in-command of 267 Com- 
bined Operations Bomhardmenl 
Battery -the Regular Army hal- 
tery - who was acting as 
Swiilsure's bombardment liaison 
officer. and Major Sinclair. who. 
today was senior bombardment 
liaison officer for the three ships. 
The remaining space was taken 
up by Naval telegraphists and 
Territorial officers under instruct- 
ion. 

On the flag deck a sailor was 
running up the ship's blue flag 
which flies during firing. And 
over the loudspeakers a voice 
warned visitors where cotton 
wool for the ears could be col- 
lected. 

From the shore came the Army's 
request that "enemy guns" at a 
certain map-reference should be 
given a "pasting." There were 
quick range calculations in the 

L staii oifice; orderr 

were ~iasiieu i r c ~ i u ~ i  cane L W U ~  uir uuarlvation 
to the transmitting station. in the 
ship's bowels. More quick cal- The Swillsure fired six broad- 
culations; more orders. Then, as sides and then steamed away to 
the dial indicating the roll of the allow Jutland to take aver. with 
ship showed the moment to fire, Captain Peter Watson. Royal Ar- 
an officer pressed a button and tillery. of Leeds. aboard. On D- 
three shells screamed 4oM) feet Day he was bombardment liaison 
into the sky to land in the target officer in the ciuiser Argonaul. 
area six to seven miles away. Explained Major Sinclair: "The 

Ashore, the observing party re- bombardment liaison officer is not 
ceived the warning "Shot," which concerned with range alone; he 
meant that the shells were on the has to study such aspects as crest 
way. Five seconds before they clearance and angles of sight 
were due to strike came the mes- and be responsible for the safety 
sage "Stand By." From the ship of troops which the ship is sup- 
35 seconds were counted between porting. As senior bombardment 
the firing ahd the burst and a liaison officer for the force I am 
minute passed before the sound responsible for the allocation of 
came rumbling back from the ships to the obser- 
shore. In the staff office the cor- vers ashore. the 

post: "Right 400. Down 200." 
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L jerboa: The 7th final Armoured version. 

jerboa." He also recalled that 
Hamburg had been captured by 
two distinct brands of rat. "The 
sign of the desert rat." he con- 
cluded. "will be for ever an in- 
spiration to British soldiers; it 
cannot belong only to the original 
rats." 

SOLDIER agrees with that ver- 
dict, while sympathising most 
heartily with those original 
"desert rats" who, in periodical 
re-shuffles. lose their flash. But 
if they were allowed to take the 
rat away with them, the Division 
would sooner or later become rat- 
less. The rat, after all. was a 
divisional honour. not a regi- 
mental honour. 
The man who chose the jerboa 

as the flash of 7th Armoured. 
Major-General Sir Michael 
O'Moore Creagh. wrote a post- 
script to the controversy. He said 
that the term "dese_rt rat" war not 
originally one of abuse, as The 
Times had stated; before the war 
i t  had come to typify those who 
interested themselves in the 
desert and its ways. It was the 
obvious symbol for a desert-wise 
division. 

--E 3 
GANGWAY for an ARMY OFFICER! (cdiwccd) 

detachment of ships when a shoot 
is over and transmission of the 
orders of the naval bombarding 
squadron commander. 

"Navd bombardment is used in 
three stages: direct fire during the 
run-in of troops to the beach; in- 
direct fire usmg shore observers 
or aircraft once the troops are 
ashorn and W y  thirfr.n(nnfire 
in support of the land artillery 

colleagues. Durneos's sole inn did 
a booming trade. The Army-Nav 
visit is a big event for the village; 
into the window of the general 
store goes a notice which says 
"Welcome to Combined Operat- 
ionsl" and extepds an invitation 
to a dance in aid of the badminton 
club. At this, local lasses are out- 
numbered by those who come 
from villages as far as  60 mllas 

i 

The lerboo of 31st Indepen- 
dent Infantry Brtgo.de - 

The 7th Armoured jerbcu: 
on early version. 

HE British soldier is 
often accused of a woe- T ful and, indeed, barbar- 

ian lack of interest in the 
places he  visits overseas 
("What's this dump, Charlie?" - "It's called Leptis Magna, 
chum. Roman city 'or some- 
thing." - "Cripesl GIve me 
the Old Kent Road.") 

Not all recruits show the  
same degree of wild-eyed 
wonder at their first sight of 
Port Said as the soldier in the  
recruiting poster. 

Which raises the question of 
Corporal Spicer and Private New- 
man. You haven't heard about 
them? Nor had SOLDIER, until a 
member of the staff, browsing 
through the RAOC Journal, found 
this sentence under the heading 
"Bermuda Notes": 

"On the 17th March, Corporal 
Spicer and Private Newman tra- 
velled by air to New York and 
took passage in the Oueen Mory 
on the 23rd." 

There it was - a prosaic item 
of trooping news which arouses 
no particular comment, apparent- 

, ly, in Bermuda. TO be whisked 
by air from the honeymoon isles 
to the fabulous spires of New 
l'ork. and then shipped home on 
d Queen liner is taken quite as a 
matter of course by that blase 
garrison - or is it? SOLDIER 
would prefer to think that Corpo- 
ral Spicer and Private Newman 
are men in whom the spark of 
wonder was not extinguished in 
their early teens. that they gat a 
big kick out of their homecoming. 
SOLDIER trusts also that they 
spared a thought for their fellow- 

- ond of 4ih Armoured Brigade. 

I I when it has opened up." away. 
Periodically Fleet Air Arm Sea The men of 881 Battery were 

Hornets took over observation glad to have a drink together. too. 
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LSOLDlER K to Soldier? c 1  

from the shore parties. They came i h e y  do not often  have the 
from Lossiemouth and were called chance, for their unit Is probably 
up as they were wanted by two the most scattered in the Terri- 
officers of 63 Carrier-Borne Air torial Army. The reason is that it 
Liaison Section, who had a con- attracts men who were in hom- 
trol post on the headland. These hardment units in wartime and 
officers. Major D. Lloyd Thomas, whose homes are widely separat- 
Welch Regiment, and Captain ed. Somodo their normal training 
Charles Mnrray, Queen's Bays, with local field regiments, and 
live with the Royal Navy and visit the'battery only at camp. 
have quarters on an aircraft One of them is Captain Hush 
carrier. ColMnson. of Liverpool, who was 

As each shell burst, a bearing an observer with the South Lan- 
was recorded by flash spotters cashire Regiment oh D-Day; an- 
of 22 Survey Battery, Royal AI- other is Captain Basil Nanson. of 
tiliery. from Larkhill. Said the Bournemouth, who was doing 
Battery commander. CaptainHarry similar work in the Far Fast 
Stroud: 'This information is Others have come from othe1 
needed at the inquest on the day's arms and other tasks. Captain 
shoot. From it we can tell how Peter Robertson was on Provost 
accurate were the corrections sent duty in Madras; Captain Peter 
from shore." Brocklehnrst served with 'the 

Also keeping a watch on the King's Own Scottish Borderers 
shooting was Captain John and Lieutenant John Hurrell with 
Cairns, training officer of the the Duke of Wellington's Regf- 
Regular battery, whose headquar- ment. Three of the Gunners were 
ters tent on the headland was in the Royal Navy, three more in 
linked by radio with all three the R A F a n d o w - G u ~ r  John 
ships, and with the range safety Lombard - was a Royal Fusilier 
party on the other side of the serjeant imtructor. 
Kyle. The Royal Navy has now got 

When the three ships bad fired used to having "brown jobs" liv- 
I10 rounds between them, the ing on board to help with guu- 
Swillsure, under Captain W. P. oetycoutrol in amphibiousoperat- 
McCarthy. Royal Navy, led the ions. But the Navy likes to recall 
way hack to Loch Erriboll tor the the occa&ion when some Army 
night. Erriboll is relf known to officers-were asked aboard a ship 
sailors: there many U-boats sur- to watch a demonstration of gun- 
rendere'd after World War Two. nery. The invitation ended with 
On Erriboll's island fell practice the words: "You are asked to 
bombs from the. planes which bring your own glasses." Because 

a went to bomb the Tirpilz in Nor- so many tumblers and beer mugs 
way. were brought along. the Royal 

At the lochs little landing Navy now uses the word *"bin- 
stage, the Jailors went ashore to OCUlarS.", 
have a drink with their Army PETER LAWRENCE 

in the Red Sea. homeward bound 
from Malaya. 

Corporal Spicer and Private 
Newman must not spoil the whole 
thing by writing in to say that 
they had only two dollars. to 
spend in New York and were sea- 
sick from the Nantucket Light to 
Bishop's Rock. 

* * *  
National Serviceman called A up only yesterday may find 

himself privileged to wear the 
flash of the jerboa, or desert rat. 
Everybody knows that be never 
served in the Western Desert. but 
nobody grudges him the honour. 
He has something to live up to. 

On the other hand, a man who 
wore the rat in Africa may have 
to take it down if he, or his unit, 
leaves 7th Armoured Division. For 
a man cannot belong to two 
divisions at once. 

Recently the system under 
which honours are handed an by 
thosewhoearnedthem tothosewhrr 
follow on was debated by leading 
generals in The Times. Major- 
General Sir Edward Spears said 
he bad heard that his old regi- 
ment, the 11th Hussars, wasabout 
to leave 7th Armoured Division 
and would lose its right to'the 
desert rat flash, while another 
regiment which possibly did not 
Serve in the Division would be 

flash should belong for ever to 
the regiments which formed ftb 
Armoured. 

The opposite view was put by 
Major-General L. 0. Lyne, a for- 
mer commander of the Division, 
who said: "Surely the great tra- 
ditions of the British Army. which 
count for so much both in peace 
and i n  war in maintaining morale, 
have been very largely built up 
by handing on from one generat- 
ion to another the memory of 
such exploits as those which made 
the name of the original 7th Ar- 
moured Division almost legen- 
dary." When he commanded the 
Division at the end of the war, 
General Lyne said, the greatest 
single factor in the life of the 
Division was probably its pride 
in the desert rat. even though hy 
this time the men and the units 
of the Division had very largely 
changed. He thought the same was 
true today. 

The Times leader writer. sup- 
porting General Lyne, recalled 
how the Division had often taken 
under its wing all manner of units 
left "homeless" after a brush with 
Rommel. how whole brigades had 
joined and left again. He told how 
the rat sent i ts  young across the 
globe; for instance, 7th Armoured 
Brigade took a modified rat sign 
to Burma; and the self-propelled 
guns of a unit of Horse Gunners 
carried "a charming little blue 

1 
picture: the curious object In the sk is in fact o steeply P 

banking Sea Horn& which hos been spotting or the Navy. Below: 
soldiers who serve afloat: Major David Lloyd Thomas, Welch 
Regiment. Ca tain Charles Murray, Queen's Bays and Royal Marine 
Serjeant W. C!. Nicholson, of the Carrier-Borne Air Liaison Team. 
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W .  E have changed a little 

in Early the last Army century were commissions, sometimes -;.;. :. 

awarded to boys who were ',: 

struggling with Latin grammar at 
school. One day Dr. Goodall. of 
Eton. wrote: "I had the honour 
this morning of flogging, a major 
in His Majesty's Service." 

since then.. . 
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At Tap&, Wbm-ule M y  U- 
mouIBd collvQy Bets & bor tale 
c w l  uplands, you pempire in the 
WQJlcst d cbotses. AlkIdfmMog 
more thn 4ooo fee4 ia 37 d e s ,  
ware g4d to 0maP.abladlret 
muad your m. lhat very popular with the services. ialsnatharehavebeeninddent.. arep~easednithtimww~.irntar 
Idew, fntore an apan hscuth 'fa is bine d U w t e d  in the Not long ago an In& in the amoumdcarswhichueamirlng 

*-, lfnd vicinity and the wa is an in- neIgbbourbad vas in lncraarips n m b n .  ''ney'm 
band to m* ya ~e c~eadngl~  bportant so- of and kter found bound with bin juat the tblng, - they take the 

Vege(abl€s. tbrost cur In March. an Armv re- aalrpin bsnd. U sarilylsaje#p," 
A narrow lanehasbeenhnrn c o v q  Convoy WO crolagto the one man &d. Ons of the Hun- stlll ia Malaya. 

It i. too much to maect to find out of the jungle-rlmi mountmu meme of a vehicle, when auto. .M' j o b  WIU to brlag barlr the 
*emn 8arriMn- for mae eight iaco the matiw and ri~les h ~ m  a mreful~y ~uropean chlldrep from 

ed W the Highhnaa.1 Blue valley, where cumse sat- prepared position spat at the their holidaTS, in troop urrien 
in fact, a straw detachment Of lera. by the sweat of their brows, troop. One subaltern and four escorted by amoumd e ~ .  In 
the 2nd cdd.tre&m h d a  have =de aomefantetstic gadem BriW aoldim m e  killed or e v q  vehicle the dmsr'a mate 

the up the steep iaclinesi in these died l r ~ m  m~nd.. and a civilian ww nursing the c b u .  
Ith H u m ,  RAGc buteherp, they grow vegetables. mostly cab- WO alm killed. Tbb ambush twlr llmugb drmcbed with Rio, the 
fan bag-. The logs 6nd undergrowth pkm on the CameIon H i g h h n d B  ChiMren ObviOUrly enjoyed riding 

of the Jungle have been burned Road between the resort and the with the soldlera. 
hospftal. to make compost for the ground, Blue Valley country. The Cold- Otherwire life in the C ~ ~ E I O I M  

The Cameron Hfghlands were and to this lettlera have added - stream Guards have patrolled in quiet Tbe departure andarrival 
developed in the early 1SWs. The illegally. but beneficially - hundreds of square d e s  around of the convoy to and from Tap& 

.nine-ble golf eourse b consider- prawn dust manure. the &gbland., and have account- is the main event of the day. 
ed by many to be the most at- The Cameron H i g W  are ed for quite a few teFrOrlst8. The Smoke House Inn. built h 
tractive in the Fat Emt and is p e a d .  but outaide the resident- The troopers of the 4th Iiuauur the Tudor styk. la the showplace. 

But even this cool spot would be a hot spot if 
the Army did not ceamlesrly patrol the outskirts 

. 

along with a rmoP 
wn- b.lery 
won and 

1 
i u ~ r t .  Rig E; nvoy lostfiv I ambush. D 

sits in the j&p in whlch he had o lucky escap 
PAGE 14  

Ldt: School children returning from holidays tmvdld In armed wnvo bo. - Above: "Rum up" for the Cddstrwam Guards - and no d l l -  
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en's kmwi tank 

- w l t t d i n ~ o i h i n f t ; 5 .  lfh WIIIIB. Kin Gac V 

but i t  made u d u l  tmhnr. 
Wllk hod a I-- 

imil or lrro 
ich now annot  *Found 

(ha bdhst tank. 

A balonc. p m n d  d.hdlV*  

9 whnk: 

. .  . . .  

Two men ond 600 horses: fitting 
plugs in this Rolls-Royce Meteor ore 
Trooper N. Kay ond Trooper A. OSheo. 

One oi those mock-ups: o tank "turret" 
m 

built on a truck serves to train students 
in the niceties of radio operation. 

.. . 

The Comet l ies naked before prying eyes: a cut- 
away tank in the Driving and Mointenonce School. 

The lank they take to pieces with their bare hands: 
trainee fitters in the specialist training squadron. 

Jg 

I ne reeriecs ormourea car, 
with the curiouranistereffed 
at the rear, was built In 1910. 
This one still takes an occac I ionoi rumble round the camp. 

With the aid of a chain. lever and ratchet 

. .  j i  

hour,an hurled i t i  28 ~OIU live feet in the dir 
far il dis&~ce of more thah 30 feet bdQre hitting 

. .the ,grnhnd.,agaIn. 'The tank landed with a crack 
and putled up short in p flurry of dust. Fwpk: 
to de&oOerbate. the rtr%ngth of the CromweKa 
S E ~ s i O n  and ih braking power. 

The dri*er was Serje'ant J. Shaw. 8th Husara 
who waa captured three thnes in WorM we.yTw0. 
Hi. is a real %-man act. 

?he museum's Mark V had oqe of it. a y #  
out and..lmmbtu(d Moss country ae pearly four . miles an hour, eating np four galIona 0r.patrol ,to 
the mile. Ita Qiver WM the 'm0-t experiaced 
the Army could pmduce,;t&jor R. A. A , h i r r i  
p" fint went  to^ '&wington in tM? md as .a 
ianocorgoral IIIS&+I drivsrs:on the m k . 1  
quartemaster - ~ . l a t ~ t h e ~ , V - . t a p t N o w h e . t r c  .at .the I)rlvlng-md 

sqhool. . .  
when the dem0lutntro;l was over, the OM 

fanlr chuffed Off homeward ak lull a p e d  h a  
of her crew k O M t r a t e d  one advanwe .be bad 
oyer the modern tank: they were able to hqp out 
for a smoke. Vauriiig alongside as they did W. 

.. 
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m t b e n e w - t o r  
tis w m ' s  corps ot th. 

p.btL a fsw month. am 
n k t o o L t l s a r s d t t * r * ~ . ~  
caleen's dmpuLsl; Mr. - 
-*B.ddatgred- 
 ut- the d e & e  d theham? 

gets a new mzsnmll- aor hst?0ca 
bile new - axe or- - 
nobody Wers to ask who d-4 
it. For ~ a m e  wWde tb men 
who set women's fashions bathe in 
puwaity. flhase who et t4m *ie foI 
mm CUB ocwtsnt to remain in the 
baclqpamd. 

W m w - 5 I t s h O * r p t D t b s  
man 

One of these men-behind-the-scenes i s  
W. J. W. Thomas of Woolwich. He has 
bean concerned with soldiers' uniforms 
far 50 years. ever since he joined the 
Royal Army clothtng Factory in 1900. 
Now he is kead of the Ministrg of Supply's 
Garment DeveloDment Section at Wool- 

10 
The men who cut out soldiers' uniforms may save 
thousands of pounds by saving an inch. They do a lmle 
publicised job behind the sooty walls ofwoolwlch Arsenal 

. tor; (d) flax;'(e) molasses; 6 

DOWN: 2; It I+ 
If I'm clean, but is t 
opposite. 3. A label on 

film. 5. tdother'kll 
short -campany. .6. 
would. make a pet, 
10. Dallied with U g 
lid. 11. To.- 
in& star~ng wdh 

""F: for w m t  officers and in 
for NCO's and men; in blue fo 
most of the Army. but in green 
for rifle reglments; aed the hloik 
are decorated with piping in 
regimental colours. Altogether 
there are S? varietks'of tunics. 

Trousers are in tbree coloun, 
blue, green and, for the 11th 
Hussan. crimson. Some have 
double and some single stripesi 
the stripes are in Searlst for In- 
fantry and in varioua other 
colours €01 ofher r w .  There 
are S3 vadeties of tm-. t /  *ch. where &t mew ilem cdservicc 

clo(hing Ubtaeea the Mght cd day. 
It wae heze that the new hl.nmber One' 

(wt tor it!) was born, back in 1Wi 
In amwez $0 a Wer Wce reqaes4 for 

a oew ceremonial and walking-ont uni- 
form, W. mmas and his ataff produced 
2odiifareatde&gn&.s3€e6%wereI?ho~to 
officers and men from reghuents through- 
out the Army, and the choice of the p r e  
sent design w a  bassi to a great extent 
on their  opinion^ The Oument Develop 
ment section produced 100 proto- 
types of the new unifow Which Be§ore contractors could be 
were approved by the King. asked to tender, the master- 

Soon afterwarda, the public patterns of the new uniform had 
were given a sneak preview of to be cut. T h s  important stage m 
theNumberOneDres%whenahout the operabon was bandled at 
700 unrforms m the new design Woolwich by Mr. G h r d ,  
were worn by men of a mechania who was formerly with a world- 
ed column which toured Britain famous firm of Westend tailors. 
on a recruitii drive. Shortages Cutting h pattern from thin 
of materials and money held up card, Mr. h a r d  bad to proawe 
productmu aftm that; W W  different seb for every swe of 
approval has been given for the sold~er. The t w c  of the N-er 
issne of Number One Dress to One Dress unli have,to be made 
bands and R e g n h  officer cadet#. in 36 variabons of height, chest 

With the prototypes approved and waisi measurements. rn 
and paraded for the Kmg's meant 36 separate pen-. 

ment Section still faced the mal01 w o o ~ w i ~  js the atlmatfng 
part of its task cutter. who 3pends his hfe sal- 

ving gimt fig-saw 
pwles.  Standq at 
a long, broad hhle, 
tbe 6urface of wtuch 
is m k e d  out in the 
widths of vanous 
materials, he takes 
the shaped card- 
bcanl pattems and 
arranges them unul 
they are fiPted to- 
aether on the table 

approval, the Garment Develop sbmg ~. room at 

There are'= variations in the 
design of the peaked forage cap, 
to be worn with the Numkz One 

Blue, dark green, scarlet, red, 
crimson or white, they will have 
bands and welts in two shades of 
yellow, two shades of btue, three 
shades of red. and in grey, black, 
clteny. moon ox white. There 
are five varieties of beret for 
walkm out. 

h S S  O n  CeremOIhl orutdons. 

Mr. G. Gonard is master paltern cutter to 
fhe Mini8try of Supply. The Amy's Number 
One D m s  gave him quite a ftw problems. 

1 

Twisting and turning the pat- 
terns. fittins &he angle of a lapel 
snugly into the curve of a sleeve, 
he finally achieves his solution- 
the minimum'length of cloth need- 
ed to produce the garment. In 
technical terms, this is the "gat- 
niture." 

It all means money saved for 
the taxpayer. An inch gained by 
the estimating cutter on his lay- 
ing-out table may mean hundreds 
of yards saved by contractors on 
a large order. An ezample & 
this was a contract for about 
76,000 demobilisation rain-coats 
gven to a manufacturer. His first 
price was too high, because of 
wasteful cutting of material. Given 
gamihues produced at Woolwich. 
he saved 1s 9V4d on each rain- 
coat, which meant &?a2 saved 
for the taxpayer. 

Preparing specifications for the 
manufacturers is another big job. 
Every inch of stitching in the pro- 
totype gaweat is measured, to 
discover the amallest amount of 
thread needed; the exact length 
cd linings, mter-limmp. pip- 
and hair canvas are calculated. 

Number One Dress has many 
varlations. It is made in barathea 

In a l i  the ~ p e c i f i c a t i ~ ~  for the 
new uniform take up 150 pages 
of closely-typed foolscap paper. 
This does not Include the var- 
iations for the Scottish regiments, 
final d e h l s  for which are now 
being completed. Highland regi- 
ments will wear the kllt and a 
jacket of pi green; Lowland re- 

be dressed in trews 
and in blue. short-skirted doublet, 
on traditional lines. Apart from 
the kilts aml trews, which are 
already in existence. there are 
11 variations of the Number One 
Dress for Scottish regiments. 

The Numbex One Dress is only 
one job among many for Mr. 
Thomas and his staff. They are 
Preparing the Hartnelldesigned 
women's mform for production 
(it follow6 a new u n ~ o m  which 
the department produced for Lon- 
don's policewomen). In the past 
few months they have tu& o t 
inner and outer "parkas" for col>. 
Weather wear; a wbite drill w- 
form for tropical service; bush 
jackets; a dress in white silk for 
the Women's Royal Air Force; 
and a battk&ess for the Royal 
Air Force. The new combat suit 
for the Army was elso produced 
at Woolwich. 

giments 3 

A completed jig-saw 
on the tabk of the 
estimating culter. The 
taxpayer won't find 
much wasb here. 

aS compactly as pos- 
sible. 

The Garment Development Sec, 
tion designs sn astonishing total 
of garments a year. In two 
months this year it produced more 
than 2W gamitures and 600 pat- 
tern;  in six months its workshops 
at Woolwich produced 81s protb 
type and Service-trial garments. 
Soon the "sealed pattern" proto 

type of the Number One Dress 
(the approved version, which is 
the standard model for every 
Number One Dress to be made 
in bulure) will be stored with a 
complete range of pre-war full- 
dress uniforms. Hidden in a drab 
wooden crate,  it^ will come to 
light whenever somebody wants 
it 'Tor reference." 

- 
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other. 13. N& in vi 
ACROSS: 1. Sm 
lanh are up to sa . Twirled measure. 
aia tlnt. 11. Chunks 
w- ind mountains 
2. Has the backward National Sawin- 

man bwn nlbd? 15.A level sea t 
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Over (and into) the water jump in the two-miles steeple- 
:!as": the man in the ak, Z/Lieut. A. K. Maughan, . .  Hea .' ** 






















