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You need skill,pohe end contidence to be a drumm4or. 
The crows appZaud, but secretly hope you drop the staff 
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“No,” ay tk G d  nd 
*motkrrrgbaa(rwsml 
ekp.t” . “Ya? ay Ik rd am JI 
p u t a f l h e ~ . ”  
The Ww Offia lays down the 

s i g d s  adrum-majormaka w i d ~  
bb staff and hovr it shsll bc a- 
ried or trpiled--tlus . forthe6nke 
of uniformitywhenacveraldrum- 
majorn arc on parade with 
mpsscd band3 or corps of drums. 
Them is upto the drum-major, 
aa nwdifkd by regimental cuk 
toglsandtheordas ofhisann- 
W n g  offiar. 

So a dnun-majrx may twirl his 
a& to the right, to theloft,in 
fmnt of him and bshlud him, 
swing it y+ down and, of 
come, tom it high into the air 
andcatdiit. (Ifhcfailstocatch 
it on paradc. the least he can 
expect IS to buy drinks all found 
in the sergeants’ mess. A missed 
catch cost one drummajor of 
SOLDIER’S Dcguaiatana €3 1Q 
in this way-at  p w a r  p h .  
MisKs at reheamls do not 
count.) 

But there IS no fancy shdT in 
the Guards. Drum-Major Kcn- 
mth Wynne, of the 3rd Battalion 
Coldatrenl Guardq told SOL 
DlER : “When you are guard- 
mounting, you have to keep your 
mind on what you are do& on 
the music and wbve you are 
going. If you are concentrating 
on your staff, you wouldn’t know 
which guard you were 

Drum-Major Wymne gave two 
o%bc.r substantisl psons for tbe 
G~~ud‘sconasrvatua~ Oneistpe 
gdd-brmded tunic which, nab 
a bmcaded rarh (symbd of a 
Guards drum-major’s appoint- 
ment as a member of the Royal 
Hourhold), is worn on State 
Occarions. The tunic and sash are 
0 heavy that it would be ex- 
hausting, if not impoSSible, to 
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“What they really wanted,” he 
said, “was to see me drop it.” In 
OIK town, Drum-Major AtLins’s 
style was cramped by a small 
chUd who rode don,@& him on 
a into tricycle. hia leg and repeatedly a&. Not bumping even a 

gentle push with the staff d d  
move the offender. The police 
ssfmtwnsriding ahead, unawam 
of what was happening. 

Them are ldeoty of storig of 

l l m  nbl. 

give an energetic display with the 
staff. The lveond rep~on is the 
bearskin, worn on other ere- 
monial oaarions. which would 
bc in the way. 

The Guards drum-majors wm- 
fine their staff-work to the eagco- 
tial Wls, the “carry“ and 
“trai1”which are Lnid down in the 
manual of amonid. and to the 
“swagger-walk.” Thin is a four- 
pna drill in which the point of 
the x t d  is put to the ground and 

It is a handsome movement, m 
either quick or slow b e ,  but 
tricky because, ritbout plenty of 
practice, the luff is liable to foul 
the drummajor’s leg. 

Oac of the mm who rmlre frdl 
( ~ 9 c  of the st.tf is Drum-Major 
charlea A t k h  of tb 1st Bat- 
tllioe The chahirc Regiment. 
aUm-Major Atkins wns a Cold- 
stropm G d  drummajor in 
the 19% and later rmmpet- 

the topiacirded Derossthe wy. 

h, the Royal T.nL R 4 -  
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ment. His reason for giving the 
full drum-major’s show is: “The 
spcaators want it.” 

“A good drum-map can p”? 
away with a bad corps of drums. 
he told SOLDIER. “I was judg- 
ing a annpeti4ion in which tbcrr 
was OIK good ~ a p s  of drums 
with a poor drum-major and a 
bad corps of drums with a good 
drum-major. No 
n a t w y  1 gave the prize to the 
good ~orps  of drums. The 
audicnceboosdmc.” 

Drum-Major Atliins had re- 
cently rcturaed from a tour d 16 
marches thro&~ Cbcshire toamr, 
IQ thc course of which SPedpMfi 
on the pavement repeatedly 
urged him. “Chuck it in the sir!” 

be given for t h  rf“ rum m a p ,  ere so to 

Drum-Moh AWm, h& 

thc fah Of d k - b j o m .  One i0 
reputed to brave had his staff 
mgk in trdky-bus Wires, 
whereupon h counter-marched 
bisbandandcaughtthestaff 
when it released itseft whetha 
the trolley-bus wirer were short- 
circuited is net stated. Another 
is apid to have &ed catching 
his staff while marching on grass. 
The staff cam down point Arst 
and stuck upright in the ground. 
The drum-major marchd on 
until the band waa d u r  of the 
stnR, then counter-marched the 
band and recovered the a& in 
pasrinp. The spstptMs thought 
it was part of the show and ap- 
plauded 10 loudly h t  fhe drum- 
major incorporated the act in his 
repertoire. 

An eye-wune%s of two lewn- 
dary tea@ is Mr. J. Wmtcr, of 
Henry Potter and Co., the Lon- 
don drum-makers. BDaorr World 
War Two, Mr. Winter saw a 
drum-major of the Royal 
Masina throw his staff over the 
arch of the lubilec Gate at ‘the 
Royal Marines’ depot at Deal 

rc.(f O t  h ‘T.m,- k d n  him c w p  

’ ,  U 
waning k ebp pkwimg. 

and catch it on the otha side. 
The Royal Marines estimate this 
gate is 20 to 25 feat high andeay 
that asimilarpcrfonnancs upd 

to Mr. ””P inter in a b  B-. recaUn a spc- 
ormance between 

%?y G L y  drum-majorn at 
the Royal Air Fom Cpmp at 
Wton.  i n a m .  Four hthcyrnarchedatthe of Unm paraded 

head of t6c 
two threw 
other. rw4 - ppiade. 
then the inner two threar their 
staffs outward, to bc caught by 
the outer men. 

Tboughhewash irmst fa  
drum-major-in the Qwm’s- 
Royal R ‘mmt 
- a n d % o w a  

of dmsu mt bkkhr. 







, I  "1 c 1 
. .  ... .... 

I 











. . .  . . . .  . . ~~ 

. .  . . .  
.-. 

. .  
. 

- . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . .  . .  . .:. . . .  . : , ~- . . : .  

. . .  . . . .  . .  

,. 

m 










































