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“Make no mistake about it.

There’s only one Natocars.

And it really is a better way
to buy your next car.”

Natocars Limited of Bridgwater is not just another NATO car
sales organisation out to sell you a car.
We’ve spentten years perfectingamethod of car buying that
gives you the widest possible choice of makes, models and
services; with unrivalled personal attention to take care of all
the special problems that can result from life in the Forces.
We've thought of everything. We’'ve had to.

Because, although our H.Q. at Bridgwater in Somerset is the most
advanced car buying centre for Forces anywhere, most of our
customers find it easier to use our unique mail order service.

It works like a dream, because we don’tiemploy salesmen.

Instead of spending our time trying to sell you a car, we devote our
/ energies to making sure everything goes right on the car you want

to buy. P
To you give the best possible chance of having exactly the model
you want, where you want it and when you want it.

With all the problems of paperwork, insurance, part-exchange,
credit and delivery all correctly handled by one person who
supervises your purchase from start to finish. And with the car
superbly prepared so that you really do feel you've had good value for

money.
No matter where you're based, or what your
problem, Natocars have the answer.

*Ford. Leyland. Chrysler. Vauxhall. *Nato
Discount up to 17:% *Deposits from 10%
with 4 years to pay *Tax free or tax paid
*Free Germany ferry service *Used cars
*Motor caravans *Insurance *Part-

exchange or trade-in against future

purchase *Delivery anywhere anytime,

‘ ‘m home or overseas *Rush order service

W
Natocars

Wylds Estate

Bristol Road
Bridgwater
Somerset TA6 4DG

@
@\:etter way to buy yoursext c, R

Please send me Natocars' Information Pack. Tick boxes for details.

Iame T Suie sl e et SRl ek
l Present Address

I Carforusein ___ (Country)  Delivery date (approx)

[(JFORD [JVAUXHALL [JCHRYSLER [JSIMCA  LEYLAND -
(] Austin [JMorris [ Princess [JM.G. [JRover [J]Triumph

L] Daimler [J Jaguar (] MOTOR CARAVANS []USED CARS

Telephone:

Bridgwater (0278) 55555 )
To telephone from Germany,
dial 0044-278-55555 '
Telex: 46285
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Junior leaders sail to the Gambia

FRONT COVER

A Nepalese greeting ‘Namaste’
between Captain Carole
Murray, a Queen Alexandra’s
Royal Army Nursing Corps
sister, and a 17-year-old TB
patient in the British Military
Hospital at Dharan. ‘Namaste’
has a literal translation of “'I
salute all divine qualities in
you."”

Picture by Doug Pratt.

BACK COVER

Thousands of floating homes
and above them one of the
Army’s latest Gazelle
helicopters. The picture was
taken at Aberdeen in Hong
Kong and the Gazelle belongs
to 656 Squadron, Army Air
Corps, stationed in the colony.
Picture by Sergeant Brian
Lawrence, Joint Services
Public Relations Staff.
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Doves
motoring service
for
the Services

A professional service. Experience where it
counts. All you need in new or used cars. For °
Personal Export Scheme, Insurance and Hire
Purchase you won’t do better than through us.

Most makes can be supplied at preferential terms
with credit facilities through us or NAAFI. All
cars carry a full year’s guarantee.

So getin touch. The Doveservice for the Serv1ces
Run by ex-servicemen.

Post the coupon today or write and tell us your
requirement.

_______—_—__—ﬂ

To:- Lieut. Colonel J. H. Walters, O.B.E.
Services Liaison Executive,

THE DOVE GROUP

White Rose Lane, Woking, Surrey.
Telephone: Woking 4515

Name
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What’s the Army driving
out of the country?

's probably the tax-free cars, f 3 s T —_— -
C If P E 1 ;’) 'i(i' i }rt( AL 1rs"*t.r(;‘n‘1‘ t_h,t_ : Ho Leyland International Tax-Free Sales,
4 ompany that's building the Army's Scimitars I 41-46 Piccadilly, London W1V OBD.
and Land-Rovers: Leyland. Tel: 01-734 6080.
Because every soldier posted overseas can I Name
buy a Leyland car, drive it in Britain, and take it | Rank
overseas. I Unit

At factory tax-free prices. Contact Address

H.M. Forces’ price concessions, and the
tavourable HP terms that can be arranged
through NAAF], have a lot to do with it too. Posting to (Country)

So, of course, do Ley];md's }mgc range and l Delivery required (Date)
comprehensive service and distribution network, l I'm interested in (Leyland model)

e el

Tel

o
)
&

in Britain and overseas. Leyland Int G i
N B0 If this isn't enough to drive you to Leyland, l @ Tax Free Sa I
8 = ek o : el el v ax hs SM/2/77!
smmmessend us the coupon and we'll tell you more. — e s S e

Austin, Daimler, Jaguar, M.G., Mini, Morris, Princess, Rover, Triumph, Vanden Plas.
J P




In this regular feature SOLDIER keeps you up-to-date
on tattoos, open days, exhibitions, at homes, Army dis-
plays and similar occasions on which the public is wel-
come to see the Army’s men and equipment. Amend-
ments and additions to previous lists are indicated in
bold type.

See—the—Army

Diary

4

 FEBRUARY 1977

7 King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, royal salute, Hyde Park,
London (Queen’s accession).
26 Massed bands, Housenuid Division, gala concert, Royal Festival
Hall, London (part proceeds to multiple sclerosis research and
Service charities). -

MARCH 1977
1 Jubilee Band Spectacular 1977 (in aid of Scottish war-blinded
;x-sgeiwcemen) by the Scottish Regiments, Usher Hall, Edin-
urgh. .

APRIL 1977
6 Ili.oin%’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, gallop past, Regent’s Park,
ndon,
21 King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, royal salute, Hyde P .
London (Queee’s birthdsy), . ey i
30 Presentation of Colours to 3rd (V) Battalion, The Worcestershire
*‘and Sherwood Foresters Regiment, Newark.

MAY 1977

1 Opening ceremony, Gathering of the Clans, Edinburgh (pipes and
drums; four bands). :
6 Royal Jubilee Pageant, Windsor (6-8 May).
6 Concert, Usher Hall, Edinburgh (three bands).
i %m)g ceremony, Gathering of the Clans, Edinburgh (two
s

12 Royal Windsor Horse Show (12-15 May) (King’s Troop, Royal
Horse Artillery, musical ride).

14 Plymouth Tattoo.

14 Scoutarena, Stoneleigh (band). :

18 West Midland Agricultural Show, Shrewsbury (18-19 May) (Light
Infantry freefall team; two bands).

19 Devon County Show, Exeter (19-21 May) (junior band).

21 New Colours, 1st Battalion, The Duke of Wellington’s Regi-
ment, Minden.

24 ating Retreat, Holyrood Palace, Edinburgh (Scottish Division
mas gIPES and drums).

26 Massed bands concert, Windsor (26-29 May).

27 Royal Artillery At Home, Woolwich (27-28 May).

-27 Combined Cadet Tattoo, Gosport (27-29 May). :
28 Oxford Young Farmers Show, Witney (28-29 May) (Royal Army
.~ Ordnance Corps ‘Cannonballs’ freefall team; bs.nc%

28 Burnley Army Display (28-29 May) (Royal Signals “White Hel-
;nets inot.erc;cle t;am;é’oarachute Iile;gimmt ‘Red Devils’ freefall
eam; Junior Parachute Company * sus’ stic team; co
of drums; four bands). - 25 =5

- JULY 1977 |
Plymouth Services Week (2-9 July).

Royal Show, St igh (4-7 July) (Red Caps).
Second royal wﬁrn%?ﬁndon! n P9
ggem ré;:év;s Bgu'ah Amg;:lt;tiﬁe Rhmc’B s
pot ’s Division ay, Bassingbourn (Pentastars;
White Helmets; Pegasus; two bands; junior band).
Edinburgh Army Dis_p]ay (8-18 July) (Golden Lions; band).
Artillery Day, Larkhill,
Basingstoke Tattoo.
Pudsey (Yorkshire) Show (junior band). - '
Royal)l-"xonm Corps Training Centre Open Day, Northampton

w% gNotﬁngham;hire) County Fair (9-10 July) (Cannonballs;

two : .

Derby Steam Rally (9-10 July) (band). ;

Royal Tournament preview march, Horse Guards Parade.

Roval tour of § , Norfolk, Humberside, Yorkshire and North
»  East Counties (11-15 July).

NOTE: Later May events and June events were published in the
January 1977 SOLDIER.
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HOW SAYE CAN
HELP PRESERVE
YOUR STANDARD
OF LIVING.

Save As You Earn Third Issue is the one way of
saving regularly which guarantees that the money you
put away now will buy as much in five or seven years
as it does today.

Because the return you receive on your savings is
linked directly to the Retail Price Index.

How RPI Works

Every month the Government collects average
prices for such things as food, clothing, rents, transport,
heating, tobacco etc. and compares these with the
prices of the previous month.

If these prices rise, the RPI will rise. If they fall,
so does the RPI.

Regular Savings

With SAYE you make 60 monthly contributions
of any fixed sum you like, in round poun‘&is from
£4to £20.

Having made 60 contributions to your contract,
you may withdraw your savings revalued in line with
the RPI on the Sth anniversary. Or leave them for a
further 2 years. No further contributions are made
during this period.

The value of your contract will then remain the
same until the 7th anniversary when your contributions
will be revalued in line with the RPI over the full 7 years
and you will also get a bonus equal to 2 months’
contributions.

All repayments will be free of UK Income Tax and
Capital Gains Tax.

Early Withdrawals

Should you wish to withdraw your money before
completion of the five year term, it will be arranged as
quickly as possible and provided your contract is at
least one year old, you will receive tax-free interest of
6% p-a.

You can join this scheme by deduction from your
service pay. You can also make contributions by
bankers order, by cash at a Post Office or FPO or by
Giro standing order. Ask at your Pay Office, or write to:
The Secretary, HM Forces Savings Committee, Block B,
Government Buildings, London Road, Stanmore, :
Middlesex HA7 4PX.

It's the painless way of putting away a little cash
each month and preserving its value.

SAVE AS YOU EARN
Your return is linked to the cost of living

Issued by the Department for National Savings




ATOUGH BREED OF CARS FO
ATOUGH BREED OF PEOPLE

CHRYSLER
ALPINE GL

AVENGER

COLT
CELESTE ““160i=

AT TAX-FREE PRICES.

If you're stationed in Germany — or if And we’ve got the program that meets
you’ll soon be posted there—you know your special needs on both sides of

you need a car that stands up. the Channel:
Consider the Colt. B Tax-free discounted prices.
Tough enough to win the East African- m

Mandatory German safety eqU|p-

Safari in 1974 and 1976. And the Aus- ment included.

tralian Cross in each of the last three

years. B Free alternate transportation if your
. : car is tied up for more than a nor-

Consider the Chrysler Alpine. mal period of time for warranty

Acclaimed “Car of the Year” for so repairs.

DiARY.QA00 eRsans: B NAAFI financing (just 10% down)

Consider the Avenger. and NAAFI insurance, both liai-

It's the lowest-priced car in its class. soned by your local Chrysler rep.

Want more information to consider? Fill in and post the coupon below. We'll get right back to you
with full information.

l EME‘ . 14 PLEASE SEND DETAILS OF FOLLOWING CARS
l 0O COLT [0 ALPINE [0 AVENGER
[ RANK: O SIMCA ] AMERICAN CARS
. UNIT QTRS ADDRESS:
g =0 .
l MILITARY PHONE Stationed in Germany - mail immediately to
T ¥ CHRYSLER MILITARY SALES
A R o i STRESEMANN ALLEE 30, 6 FRANKFURT/MAIN
[ | Send me a FREE V.I.P. kit
O Iam currently stationed in the UK. but expect to be posted in Stationed in UK. and Worldwide - mail immediately to:
l Germany. Send me a free “Welcome to Germany” kit CHRYSLER MILITARY SALES LTD.
l MY NEXT POSTING DATE IS 38 HUNTINGTON STREET, ST. NEQTS, CAMBS

BIG 172% MILITARY DISCOUNT




Dlary

14
14
16
18
19
21

28
30
30

31
31
31

Great Yorkshire Show, Harrogate (12-14 July) (Adventurous
training display).
Royal Tournament, Earls Court, London (14-30 July).

Nottingham Military Display (14-16 July) (Red Caps 14 July; -

Pegasus 14-15 July; Royal Green Jackets freefall team; band; two
junior bands).

Corby (Northamptonshire) Highland Games (16-17 July) (House-
hold Division freefall team).

Dundee Army Display (18-21 July) (Golden Lions; band; pipes
and drums).

East of England Show, Peterborough (19-21 July) (RA motorcyc-
lists; Red Devils; Pegasus; Pentastars; two bands).

Sheffield Services Display (21-24 July) (Red Devils; Pegasus; three
bands).

Malton (Yorkshire) Show (band).

Manchester Show (21-23 July) (Red Devils; combat display; two
bands).

St Helens Show (21-23 July) (White Helmets; Red Devils; House-
hold Cavalry Quadrille; Pegasus; two bands).

Aberdeen Army Display (21-25 July) (Golden Lions; band).
Stafford Carnival (22-23 July) (band).

Northampton Show (22-24 July) (band).

Cleveland Show, Middlesbrough (marching display; two bands).
Tyneside Summer Exhibition, Newcastle-upon-Tyne (26-30 July)
Red Devils; Pegasus; band).

Inverness Army Display (26 July-6 August) (Golden Lions; RA
motorcyclists; band; pipes and drums).

Royal tour of West Midlands, Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire
(27-28 July).

Deal Regatta (28-29 July) (Red Devils; band).

Open Day, Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Engineers, Dover.
Gloucester Festival Furtmght (30 July-14 August) (band 12
August).

Open Day, Royal Armoured Corps Centre, Bovington.
Whitstable Regatta (band).

Knebworth (Hertfordshire) Air Display (Red Devils; band). -

AUGUST 1977

Colchester Searchlight Tattoo (3-6 August).

Bingley (Yorkshire) Show (junior band).

King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, royal salute, Hyde Park,
London (Queen Mother’s birthday).

Royal tour of Devon, Cornwall and Avon (4-8 August).

Cardiff Searchlight Tattoo (5-13 August).

Army Air Day, Middle Wallop.

Queen reviews County of Avon Volunteer forces, Bristol.
Royal tour of Northern Ireland (10-11 August).
Stoke-on-Trent Carnival (12-13 August) (band).

Sedgefield Show (band).

Cromer (Norfolk) Carnival (RA motorcyclists; two bands; pipes
and drums).

Edinburgh Tattoo (19 August-10 September).

Reading Show (19-20 August) (White Helmets; band).
Darlington Show (band).

Hartlepool Show (20-21 August) (band).

Qulton Broad (Suffolk) Regatta (22-30 August) (Red Devils).
South Tyneside Flower Show, South Shields (27-29 August)
(band).

Morecambe and Lancaster Army Display (27-29 August) (Red
Devils; Pegasus; White Helmets; four bands).

Town and Country Festival, Coventry (27-29 August) (Lt Inf
freefall; band).

Expo Steam, Peterborough (27-29 August) (Red Devils; RG]
freefall; King’s Troop; band).

Quexpo 77, Birchington (Kent) (27-29 August) (Cannonballs).
St Albans Jubilee (RG] freefall).

Eye (Suffolk) Show (Household Division freefall).

Aylsham (Norfolk) Show (RA motorcyclists).

SEPTEMBER 1977

W W W B

Buckinghamshire County Show, Aylesbury (band).

l\:’aﬁ'nrd (Hertfordshire) Show (2-4 September) (Red Devils;
and).

Birmingham Show (2-3 September) (band).

Seaham (Northumberland) Show (3-4 September) (band).

Richmond (Yorkshire) Show (band).

Buckinghamshire Show, High Wycombe (band).

Burma Star Association Day, Waterbeach (Household Cavalry

:.l]uadrille; RA motorcyclists; Pegasus; five bands; pipes and
rums.

Glasgow Army Display (8-20 September) (White Helmets 12-20

September; Red Caps 12-14 September; band).

Cardiff Army Display (9-13 September) (Red Devils; band).

Horse and Horticultural Show, Henley-on-Thames (band).

Woodley Tattoo, Reading.

Swansea Army Display (15-17 September) (Red Devils; band).

Thame (Oxfordshire) Agricultural Show (Cannonballs; band).

Luton Musical Pageant.

Welwyn Garden City Water Carnival (band).

Basingstoke Show (17-18 September) (RA motorcyclists).

Careers Exhibition, Shrewsbury (29 September-1 October) (RA

motorcyclists; Lt Inf freefall; band).

The book
you can

epend on.

el L

!MPIRE STORES llMITI‘D cnmu ROKD BRADFORD BDEB ﬂ\ﬁ

After generations of trading, Empire Stores has
become one of the largest and most successful
mail order companies in Britain. Top quality goods
and efficient service have made our cataloguea °
firm favourite both overseas and in the UK.

If you are looking for a new agency, or a new
book to buy from, why net send for Empire Stores?
It has 856 colour pages, packed with women’s,
men’s and children’s fashions, household goods,

| everything you need for your home and family.

There are easy credit terms with free approval
on all goods. And,as an Empire agent, you get 10%
commission in cash or 12%:% in goods.

Send back the coupon now. You'll find a change
to Empire Stores a change for the better.

|7'l"he Empire Stores Catalogue i

Its different because you're different.

Fill in this coupon and send it to
Empire Stores Lid., Bradford BD99 4XB. England

Name

| |
| |
| |
i |
| |
| |
| |

We can only supply goods to a BFPO address




If yourson is bright enough
tobe an Army Officer,

well helpwith his education.

Welbeck College, Notts. A boarding school for potential Officers in the Army’s technical Corps.

The Army hasits own boarding school,
Welbeck College for boys who want to be
Officers one day.

Entrance requirements are highly com-
petitive and to qualify for consideration for
a place a young man must be well up to
GCE ‘O level standard (or SCE ‘O’ grade)
in maths, physics, English language and at
least two other subjects, preferably chemistry

- and a foreign language.

And of course, he must have a genuine
interest in a career as an Army Officer.

If he has and we think he’s good enough,
we'll give him the best possiblestart inbecom-
ing an officer in the Army’s technical Corps.

(It will, incidentally, be largely at the
Army’s expense not the parents’. Your con-
tribution is very reasonable and in some
cases could be nothing at all.)

What your son will get is basically a
6th form education to ‘A’ level standard in
maths, physics and related subjects.

Since thereareonly 150 boysat Welbeck,
we canafford to givea great deal of individual
tuition.

Academic standards have to be high

because success at Welbeck
guarantees a place at the
Royal Military Academy at
¢ Sandhurst.

= And not only this; once
commissioned, the majority of
Welbeck boys go on to Univer-
sity at the Army’s expense.

Most boys are commis-
sioned into the REME, R Si gnals,
RAOC and RE. Some go to the
- RA and RCT and a few to the

. RAC and Infantry.
B We ought to point out that
, itisonly at Sandhurst that your
¥ son will begin to wear uniform.
' At Welbeck he is a civilian.

And apart from some out-
ward bound or adventure
training plus Cadet corps training, the
syllabusislittle different from that of a first-
class public school.

There’s plenty of sport too. As well as
school games, he can go sailing, rock climbing
and orienteering.

And as you can see from the photo-
graph, Welbeck is an old stately home which
is set in beautiful grounds.

Applicants for the term starting in
January 1978 must have been bom
between Ist November 1960 and 1st April
1962. The closing date for applications is
15th May 1977.

To obtain our prospectus and applica-
tion form just fill in the coupon and post it -
to the Headmaster.

e, To: The Headmaster, Welbeck College, %
%> Worksop, Notts. S80 3LN.

I
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RADIO
TECHNICIANS

ABOUT TO LEAVE HM FORCES
AND INTERESTED IN A
TECHNICAL CAREER?

Government Communications Headquar-
ters has vacancies for Radio Technicians.
Applicants should be 19 or over.

Standards required call for a sound know-
ledge of the principles of electricity and
radio, together with 2 years experience of
using and maintaining radio and electronic
test gear.

Duties cover highly skilled Telecommuni-
cations/electronic work, including the con-
struction, installation, maintenance and test-
ing of radio and radar telecommunications
equipment and advanced computer and
analytic machinery.

Qualifications: Candidates must hold
either the City and Guilds Telecommunica-
tions Part | (Intermediate) Certificate or equi-
wvalent HM Forces qualifications.

Salary scale from £2,230 at 19 to £2,905 at
25 (highest pay on entry) rising to £3,385
with opportunity for advancement to higher
grades up to £3,780 with a few posts carrying
still higher salaries. Pay supplement of
£313.20 per annum.

Annual Leave allowance is 4 weeks rising
to 6 weeks after 27 years service.

Opportunities for service overseas.

Candidates must be UK residents.

Further particulars and Application forms
available from:

Q&? Recruitment Officer

Government Communications
P Headquarters,
& f:ﬂ ~* Oakley, Priors Road,
V(74 CHELTENHAM, Glos
R =507 GL52 5AJ
=~ Tel: Cheltenham 21491
Ext: 2270 (STD 0242-21491)

&l [

.=

TAX FREE
N.ATO Saleson
IBER [cars!

WHEN YOU WANT TO BUY A TAX FREE NEW
LANCIA YOU CAN LEAVE THE WHOLE DEAL TO US.
JUST FILL IN THE COUPON AND DETAIL YOUR
BRIEF REQUIREMENTS AND WE WILL SEND YOU
FULL DETAILS BY RETURN ABOUT BUYING YOUR
CAR AND DISPOSING OF YOUR PRESENT CAR.
FINANCE FACILITIES AVAILABLE AT
ADVANTAGEOQUS TERMS AND PART EXCHANGES
WELCOMED.
F BN NCDE MaEN TGN FOUD SON SN EEN
TO: WYCH CROSS MOTORS LTD.

I FOREST ROW, SX. TEL: 3864. I
Name.........

l G PR e e e e BRLE ER Sl b et s S 0 I
I | am interested in............cc.occeeveneneenen.. | State model) I

My present car is....

L WYCH cRoss Matos o
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Military
Museums

49
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THE DUKE OF
WELLINGTON’S REGIMENT

AS ONE WOULD expect, relics of the Iron
Duke figure prominently in the museum of
The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment which
occupies a suite of rooms in Halifax’s Bank-
field Museum. The splendid offering of
Wellingtonia includes a gilt bust of Welling-
ton, a suit of civilian clothes worn by the
Duke, a long list of his many titles and
highest military ranks conferred on him by
foreign countries, a pair of those famous
boots now known as ‘Wellingtons,” one of
his razors, and hair taken from the tail of
Copenhagen, Wellington’s gallant charger.

Another display centres on the camp bed
used by Wellington at Waterloo and close at
hand is a night cap marked with a W and a
cambric handkerchief bearing the W
monogram under a ducal coronet.

Waterloo relics abound. Typical are a
cockade from a French officer’s hat, a
French cavalry sabre used against the 33rd
— the ‘Dukes’ were formed from the 33rd
and 76th regiments of Foot — and an
illuminated plan showing episodes of the
battle. An eye-catching feature of this sec-
tion is the enormous Waterloo drum reputed
to have been carried throughout the battle
by Drummer ] Helliwell. Also to be seen are
a telescope belonging to Wellington and two
white shirts remarkable for their similarity
— one worn by the Duke of Wellington, the
other bearing the imperial N belonging to
Napoleon.

Other Napoleonic relics include a pair of
spurs worn by the Emperor during his exile
on St Helena and a pair of carriage lamps
said to have been taken from the coach used
when he fled the battlefield of Waterloo.

One of the regiment’s eight Victoria Cros-
ses has an honoured place. It was won by
Private James Bergin of the 33rd at the
storming of Magdala in 1868. Nearby is a
presentation Mameluke sword and the
uniform and decorations of another VC,
General Sir Hugh Rowlands, who was a
Colonel of the Regiment. The uniform and
decorations of another Colonel, Brigadier-
General P A Turner, can also be seen.

A treasured relic is the spearhead with
tassel cord from the Regimental Colour of
the 33rd carried at Alma, Inkerman, Sevas-

topol and Magdala. Another prized souvenir
is a fragment of the Queen’s Colour carried
during the Crimean and Abyssinian cam-
paigns. While defending this Colour at the
Alma, five officers and 16 sergeants were
killed or wounded.

Reminders of the Ctimea include a Rus-
sian side drum and a ‘pair of cymbals, a
Russian percussion carbine and a wooden
box used by an officer of the 33rd through-
out the campaign as’a container for his
personal possessions.

Both the 33rd and the 76th saw service in
India and a relic of those days is the sword
and dagger taken from the body of Typpu
Sahib. The Abyssinian campaign is com-
memorated by a number of exhibits, the
most important of which is the the magnifi-
cent throne cloth of the Emperor Theodore
captured during the storming of Magdala.

Regimental badges, buttons, shoulder
plates and belt buckles are shown to advan-
tage and in a good display of uniforms there

is a collection showing the evolution of mess

dress from 1872 to the present day, a 76th
captain’s dress uniform, the frock coat of a
Duke of Wellington’s Regiment captain as
worn between 1902 and 1928 and a colonel’s
levée dress of 1881-1884. Volunteer
uniforms are also well displayed.

World War One mementoes include a
German airman’s helmet and a British stick
grenade while Italian and Japanese rifles and
automatic weapons are among World War

Two souvenirs. John Jesse
Curator: Mr R A Innes
Address: Duke of Wellington’s Regiment
Museum ?
Bankfield Museum
Haley Hill
Halifax
HX3 6HG
Telephone:  Halifax 54823
Open: April-September: Monday to
Saturday 1100 to 1900, Sunday
1430 to 1700. October-March:
Monday to Saturday 1100 to
1700, Sunday 1430 to 1700
Closed: Christmas Day and Boxing Day
Admission: Free

To get there: Buses from Halifax bus station.

Next month: The 4th/7th ‘Royal Dragoon Guards
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Freedom from so much of the
worry, routine and paper work that
can surround the business of money.

Lloyds Bank has been associated
with the Army for many gencrations,
and in that time we've built upa real
understanding of the kind of money
problems that service life can some-
times create.

We can help with financial, tax
and insurance advice.

We'll take the worry out of
remembering to pay regular bills on
time-we’ll pay them by standing
orders.

And of course, we'll give youa
cheque book to take away the need to
carry a lot of cash around.

All these services, together with
our Cashpoint dispenser for instant
cash, our savings schemes, and our
current and deposit accounts, are
examples of w&t we mean when we
say we can give you freedom.

how our services can help people in
the Services.

So feel free to find out more about

FREEDOM.THAT’S WHAT YOU GET
OUT OF ABANK ACCOUNT WITH LLOYDS.

Fill in the coupon below for a

copy of our leaflet ‘Lloyds Bank
Services for the Army,” or call into
your nearest Lloyds Bank.
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LLOYDS
BANK

A LOT MORE THAN MONEY
AT THE SIGN OF THE BLACK HORSE.

I would like more information
about the freedom a Lloyds bank
account can give me.

NAME

~ (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

To:D.PGardiner T.D.,Services LiaisonOfficer,
Lloyds Bank,6Pall Mall, London SW 1Y 5NH.
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SOLDIER

It is now just six months since the expansion
of SOLDIER News from its previous four to a
monthly 20 pages. Those 20 pages have also
taken in the old ‘Left, Right and Centre’ and
‘Purely Personal’ pages of the magazine,
other news stories and sport. The
newspaper-style treatment has enabled
many more news stories to be presented
and an extension of Army sport coverage.
The ‘shop floor’ information has also been
increased and, of course, SOLDIER News
now includes families pages.

In short, the 20 pages of SOLDIER News
keep soldiers — and their families — up-to-
date on what is happening in the Army, par-
ticularly in relation to matters of day-to-day
life in the Service.

To accommodate the news section while
retaining all the magazine's features has
meant an increase in the average number of
pages. These last six issues contain a total of
376 pages, including a record 68 in the
December issue, as against the 240 pages
(regular 40-page issues) of some years ago.
And SOLDIER's staff is fewer now than then.
But while production, in terms of the
magazine's size and its coverage of the
Army, has considerably increased and,
SOLDIER's staff feels, without any lessening
of standards, this is no time for com-
placency.

SOLDIER's editorial aim is to inform and
entertain the whole of the Army — Regular,
Volunteer and cadet forces — plus the very
large number of ex-service personnel who
retain their interest in the Service, the sol-
diers of the many forces throughout the
world which are modelled on the British pat-
tern, and the legion of military enthusiasts.
Success in this aim, particularly in keeping
the Army informed, means achieving the
widest possible readership — the magazine
and its news section are more than ever
before ‘required’ reading. Within the Army,
that wide readership can be obtained
through a comparatively few copies strateg-
ically placed, as they usually are, in messes,
clubs and at other focal points. But this mili-
tates against the economic necessity to sell
as many copies as possible to meet ever-
increasing production expenses, especially
printing costs which have doubled over the
past few years and which are of course
increased by larger issues.

To stay in business, SOLDIER must meet the
financial obligation placed upon the
magazine of balancing production cost by
advertising revenue and sales income.

At the end of this first six months of the
‘new look,” SOLDIER now invites command-
ing officers to take a hard look at their own
magazine in the light of just two questions:
Are you satisfied with the sales ratio in your
unit?

Are your readers happy with SOLDIER and
the new SOLDIER News?

And if advice or help on sales is needed —
the key to this is in ready availability of the
magazine — SOLDIER will respond
immediately to a letter or phone call (Miss D
M W Duffield on Aldershot Military ext 2592
or 2587).

Suggestions on content are equally wel-
come, though not as easily met! Write to or
ring Editor (ext 2585), Deputy Editor (ext
2586) or any member of the editorial staff.

Let’s hear from you!
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Thesa are the great advantages that put Naafi HP
way out in front

[ Exceptionally low HP charges
without strings such as annual
subscriptions

[]110% deposit and up to 48 months
credit on new cars for export can
generally be arranged

[]BIG DISOOUNTS (up to 174°,) on new
cars, oaravans and motor cycles,
with full dealer after sales services
and warranties

[]Delivery to suit your convenience —
at the airport when youn arrive
in UK, to your home town or new
UK station or to an overseas
port

[ No restrictions on taking the
vehicle overseas when you are
posted and no premature settle-
ment problems for you on posting

Consult.Naafi about your next car,
boat or insurance. Cash or credit.
Your own organisation gives you a

Ask your Naafi manager for leaflet
post the coupon below

[] Free personal life insurance
during the time the agreement
is in force

[]First class insurance cover at
competitive cost and prompt
cover in the UK or if you are
posted abroad ¢

[]Easy payment plan for premiums
if you wish

Cover against most of your
liability to tax and duty in the
event of your premature
repatriation from overseas

[]Naafi will normally finance freight
charges and local import duty
if you are posted abroad

[]Deposit saving to facilitate future
purchase and reduce the HP cost

[]Private sale HP between members
of the Services in UK and Germany

caravan, motor cycle, scooter,

better deal.

or order forms or complete and

mnnger, Car Sales Branch, Naafi, London SE11 5QX

Please send me details of Naafi facilities without

obligation. . am interested in

New car .. (state model)

FOrMSe N, i o e e VRO (state country)

[] New touring caravan [ | Deposit savings scheme

(] Used car [] Insurance

[ 1 New motor cycle (] | wish to pay cash [] | wish to use Naafi HP
D Boat Please tick whichever applies

Rank

Name

Address

Please use block letters
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BUY WITH CONFIDENCE

Wimpey you are buying from Britain's No. 1 private
homebuilder - with all the security and confidence
that only comes from dealing with a company of their
size and experience.
More and more people from all walks of life
are now finding that home ownership is well within
their reach, and more and more are turning to

Wimpey - over 9,000 last year.
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* The widest choice. \Wimpey build homes
nationwide. Over 120 estates with well designed

2,3 and 4 bedroom homes in a variety of styles.
*Value for money. Compare prices and
you'll see that nobody offers better all-round value
and service. See the high quality Wimpey build into all
their N.H.B.C. 10 year protected homes.

Bristol, Littlestoke. £10,475
] Bristol, Littlestoke*. £9.375

Bristol,

Severn Beach* £9.050

Bristol,

L well Green = £11,350

Clevedon £9,450

BEDFORDSHIRE

Luton £13,650

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Aston Clinton £11,850

Avylesbury £12.150
esbury* £t

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Melbourn £9.950

CHESHIRE

Farndon £14,650
£8.550

Y £9.650

Stockport,

Bramhall £9.950

Stockport,

Haze 3,495

CLEVELAND
Marton
Middlesbrough
Norton
Stockton

Yarm

CORNWALL
F-Imoutt £9.295

DERBYSHIRE

Mickleover £8.895

£9.49
DORSET
Ferndown 10.396
DURHAM
1o £9.495

Da

St

Sth. Woodham

Ferrers
Tiptree £9.250
Withan £10.550

HAMPSHIRE

Alton £11,395
Alton* £9.395
Gosport £23,150
Hythe

Portchester £10.795
Portche * £8,795
Southar

Hedge f

Hedge End*

Southampton

Nortk sley £11.350
North Baddesley® . £8,79%
HERTFORDSHIRE
Harpenden

Hitchin®
Knebworth

HUMBERSIDE

Hull

Lambwath Road 3,195
KENT

Broadstairs £11,050
Gillingham £t
Hextable £12.995
Staplehurst £11.095

LANCASHIRE

Halewood

£10.975
£9,450
LEICESTERSHIRE
Leicester £8.395
Melton Mowbray . £8.350
Shepshed £8.450
MIDDLESEX
Heston £15,650
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Brackley £9,495

Northampton £9.450
Thrapston £8.150
NORTHUMBERLAND
Blyth, South Beach £8.595
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Bramcote Moor f 3
Long Eaton

Nuthall

SHROPSHIRE

Telford £8.250
SOMERSET

Street £10.050
SURREY

Bagshot £156.995

Beddington,

Nr. Croydon £16,495

Beddington* £11.850
Epsom E15,495
Epsom* £t

Nr rdon £15.,795

RITAIN’S No.| HOMEBUILDER.

It's reassuring to know that when you buy from

And just £50 holding deposit guarantees the
price of your new home regardless of any increases in

building costs.

*Mortgage assistance. \Wimpey will help
you arrange a mortgage. Through their long and close
association with all the leading Building Societies
Wimpey are able to offer substantial mortgages on

every new Home.

* Come and see for yourself. Nearly every
estate has an Exhibition Area of showhouses, open
all weekend and most weekdays, with a helpful Wimpey

expert on hand to answer questions.

Make your first move a visit to Wimpey.
They have the choice, the value and the mortgages.
And all the expertise and knowledge that you'd expect

from Britain's No. 1 private homebuilder.

SUSSEX EAST SCOTLAND
| Bognor Regis £10.,850 Bonnyrigg £12.050
EUJ”M Regis* f 9_(?)':! D Bridge of Don £12,79b
rawley £14,295 Crossford £10,995
| Durrington, Dalgety Bay T 10.895
Nr. Worthing E4E. 186 East Calder .. Yy. £13.250
£9.095 tdinburgh
£10,585 daberton Mains . £13,495
£12,6560 lnverness £10,995
Rustington £25,750 Kirkcaldy £10,895
Seaford £10.650 Linlithgow - £11,750
Seaford* £8.895 Skene : £15,995
eham £11,695 Stonehaven £12,295
Shoreham* £9,495 | Tillicoultry £11.195
TYNE & WEAR
Newcastle £8.850 WEST SCOTLAND
K iniaalt | |Ardrossan £11,195
Washingtor £9.695 Bishopton £12.950
WARWICKSHIRE Condorrat
Nuneaton £8.495  []Dumiries
WILTSHIRE [ ‘Dumochcr
e £9.395 | Farrlea
5 T A Hamilton
WORCESTERSHIRE | Kirkintilloch
Pershore £10.595 | Langbank £19,995
Redditch £9,845 Renfrew &t
YORKSHIRE, NORTH fraon £13.450
Guisborougt £10,195 SOUTH WALES
YORKSHIRE, WEST Llandaft £1
Knaresborough £8.775 Liantwit Major £11.450
Leeds, Alwoodley £11,095 | Neath £8.895
L Alwoodley*. £8,295 Rhoost £11.050
eeds, Garforth £8,995 Swansea { g'b;!)
eeds, Rothwell £9,495 Wenvoe, Nr. Barry £12.025
:-’ s *Maisonettes. (F) Flats
iy "I"’ 8,550 Future development
Shefhiel t S t. Ne
Thorpe Heslay £8.495 £t Currently sold out. Next

phase awaited

If you arein London, drop in and getthe facts from the

Private Housing Enquiry Office at the address below
Open Mon.-Fri. 9.30-5.15. Tel: 01-748 2000

For details and brochure, tick estates that interest you, hill in your
name and address and send the complete advertisement 1o
George Wimpey & Co. Ltd., U.K. Regions (S.B./S.0.).
Hammersmith Grove, London, W6 7EN. Tel: 01-748 2000

(Ext.334) or 01-748 5780 (after 5.15 p.m.).

NAME

ADDRESS

_Tel. No

NHBC

~N

You know where you are with Wimpey.
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There is little to laugh at in the
bomb-shattered streets of Bel-
fast. But at Christmastide, pat-
rols of British soldiers knew they.
had to keep smiling. The key was

their ironic catchphrase . . .

GOOD
'ERE,

INNIT!

‘SMILE FOR BELFAST’ urged the posters
of a campaign to lend Christmas cheer to the
strife-torn city. The soldier cocked his
thumb at a poster, mimicked its grin and
chortled “Good ’ere, innit” — the Army’s
slogan for its tedious tours of duty in North-
ern Ireland, now in their seventh vear.

With a wry smile his fellow-soldier on foot
patrol in Belfast’s busy shopping centre
explained: “If you don’t laugh here, you
crack up.” 2

Lance-Bombardier Jock Cunniff and
Gunner Tom McKernan were determined to
keep smiling. There was plenty to frown
about — separation from family and friends,
loss of local overseas allowance back in
Germany, the knife-edge four months of
day-to-day living in the shadow of Northern
Ireland’s gunmen and bombers.

But they knew it would eventually end.
Then it would be back to normal duties with
143 (Tomb’s Troop) Field Battery of 49
Field Regiment, Royal Artillery — Jock to
his Abbot self-propelled gun and Tom at the
wheel of his Stalwart.

With two months gone and two to go, the

regiment’s gunners were now well used to -
the mfantry tasks of their internal security °

role in Northern Ireland. 'Ihcy faced theirt

second Christmas in three in Belfast and jt. -

was their third four-month emergency t@
since the ‘troubles’ started. Said the co

mapding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Rob1 .

Duchesne: “Seventy per cent of the
ment know this patch quite well by noy

Jock Cunniff better than most perha
He had been on one of the previous f

Hotel — the Gee Cee Aitch to its guests, the
soldiers of 49 Field Regiment. Once the
pride of Belfast’s Royal Avenue, the hotel is
now an Army barracks.

The two soldiers pull on combat kit and
‘flak’ jacket fragmentation vests for another
day. There are five echoing flights of stairs
to go down and, however insistent the ‘quiet
please’ notices, the thump and squeak of
boots on near-bare board and the occasional
whistled tune or crackled radio message still
disturb the sleep of shifts off-watch in the
24-hour cycle of duties.

In the ground-floor cookhouse, breskfast
is do-it-yourself fried eggs on a big ever-hot
griddle plus a selection of other ready
cooked fried fare. Camouflage-clad figures

-
e

/
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horj:: f:ﬁlie Starke

Pictures: Doug Pratt

and was there before as a dog handler S v
just outside Belfast. For him and his g4 :
colleague Tom McKernan, two da -

Christmas week went like this: er *

It is 0630 in ‘the best hotel in'%}
[hat’s what they call the Grand*
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A derelict house needs to be opened and search-
ed so soldiers have to smash down old bricks.

Above: The mechanical sniffer gets its nose in.
Below: A Civilian Search Unit is well guarded.

g \

with red-rimmed eyes and grey faces con-
template the coming day. Rifles criss-cross
the tables in front of the soldiers. Few talk.

The first cigarette of the day for Jock: “I
gave it up four months ago but this place
drove me to it again. There’s so little enter-
tainment possible here so this” (waving the
cigarette) “‘is it.”” There are Services Kinema
Corporation films and two cans of beer a
day. Off-duty visits are limited and strictly
controlled because of the danger.

A briefing at 0645 brings a change of plan.
Instead of Serial Foxtrot Six — a foot patrol
(‘footsie’) — Jock and Tom are detailed to
help with the cordon for a search, following
up a tip-off that one of three city-centre
houses may be a hiding place for terrorist
arms.

The tiny briefing room is packed with
soldiers. From the walls stare hostile eyes of
terrorist suspects photographed for the sec-
urity forces’ ‘rogues gallery.’ A non-
commissioned officer — incongruous in
beard, long hair and civilian clothes —
outlines the plan.

Powerful engines whine under the strain
of extra armour converting one-ton Humber
troop carriers into the snub-nose ‘pigs’ that
have become so familiar on the roads of
Northern Ireland. The engines fade to a
mumble and heavy doors clang open as the
cordon-and-search group piles out into one
of Belfast’s streets of terraced houses.

Inside one ‘two-up, two-down’ the family
is just getting up. It is 0715. Mum, dad and
seven children from school age to teenage
live in the four rooms. A show of petulance
asserts a teenage daughter’s allegiance. The
soldiers shuffle shoulder-to-shoulder into
the tiny home and stand awkwardly while
the official preliminaries interrupt the
domestic scene.

““Have you any illegally held arms or
explosives or any large amounts of money?”’

“No sir, nothing at all like that.”

The press of bodies now shuffles into a
new configuration, equally uncomfortable,
while the leader of the search team searches
his team himself to satisfy the head of the
house that his men have no valuables on
them (they have all been previously warned
to take off watches and rings and empty
their pockets). This search is repeated at the
end of the operation to avoid later accusa-
tions of theft.

A small black-and-white mongrel dog
wanders bewildered through the forest of
legs. Christmas decorations twinkle in the
half-light and the seasonal sentimentality of
a radio disc-jockey oozes unheeded into the
crowded room. “It’s a revelation, isn’t it?”
whispers one solder, eveing the makeshift
sleeping arrangements with transparent dis-
taste. The young soldiers are obviously
uncomfortable in their work of sifting
through personal belongings.

Searching a place with nine people’s
belongings plus all the impediments of
domestic life takes some doing ... and
some time. One dresser top alone yields
everything from packets of food to matches,
torch, spanner, pocket calculator, baseball
glove, cosmetics, flat-iron and a wooden
money box . . . empty.

It is now 1020. Nothing spectacular has
been found. None of the three houses con-
tains any weapons. One, derelict, had its
bricked-up window stoved in to reveal
nothing more sinister than a gigantic pigeon
loft.

For Jock and Tom it’s back to their
interrupted foot patrol in the city centre. At
1100 they get a break from the numbing
cold of the wintry streets and return to the
Grand Central. At its rear an enclosed
unloading bay stands where the hotel’s
kitchen entrance once was. A doorway that
rang to the clatter of refuse bins now echoes
to the rattle of rifle bolts and the click of
pistol hammers as weapons are made safe
before going in.

The Christmas period has been busy.
Jock and Tom have been working for up te
16 hours a day keeping bombs and bullets
out of the city centre. As it turned out, the
troops and police were successful in this.
But, at the time, each duty stint brought its
own physical and nervous tension in the
battle of watching and waiting where the
main enemy is a boredom which eats away
the concentration so vital to the job.

So for Jock and Tom every moment of
off-duty time must be put to good use, with
rest a high priority. Meal breaks are honed |
down to the minimum (neither man has
more than a snack lunch, preferring to eat a
full meal at the end of the day), allowing the
maximum period for sleep — to ‘“get in
some zeds.”

With boots heavy and muscles pinched
with cold after a morning patrolling, the two
trudge up the wide hotel stairway — once
the pride and joy of some maitre d’hotel.
They pass a large notice describing the
improvised physical training programme
their sport-conscious regiment inherited.
Confined to the Grand Central, the soldiers
have to do their training indoors. Hence the
‘stair-chase.” At some time of the day
everyone is exhorted to dash up the five
flights of stairs, two steps at a time, in
one-and-a-half minutes. Then come down
one at a time in a minute.

Jock eyes the poster: “Sometimes we do it
— sometimes we're just too knackered.
You’d be surprised the exercise you get just
walking round in the city.”

The hotel rooms have been made into
two- or three-man billets. Jock and Tom are
lucky. They are not on the front corridors
where a massive terrorist bomb has cocked
the whole of one side of the hotel up several
inches to make the passage an uphill climb
at one end.

Jock is in a two-man room. ‘“They’re what
you make them,” he says, surveying his own
cosy home-from-home complete with neat
curtains and easy chairs. Tom shares with
two others. They have their own television
hired for £13 for the tour from the ‘golly
shop’ — a general store-cum-coffee-bar run
by Asian civilians in the hotel itself.

At noon in the cookhouse the ‘buzz’ is
that the IRA is going to “have a go” today at
blitzing the city centre with incendiaries — a
tactic used with deadly effect in London-
derry a couple of weeks earlier. Small fire
bombs are easily concealed and planted in
shops packed with highly inflammable
Christmas stock.

Every night of this pre-Christmas week,
Tomb’s Troop battery sergeant-major, War-
rant Officer 2 Tony Mallinder, and a band
of volunteers accompanied by ‘Wagtails’ —
dogs trained to nose out explosives — have
been sifting through shops as part of Opera-
tion Mistletoe, a bid to keep the bombers’
kiss of death from Belfast’s busy Christmas.

Each day has brought its crop of tip-offs
that today would be the day. So Jock is




A mobile patrol leaves the Belfast segments for a Christmas watch.

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but
they differ in ten details. Look
at them carefully. If you cannot
spot the differences see page 34.




sceptical about the cookhouse news: “It’s
the same every day. They say this one’s
going to be the big one. There’s so many
soldiers out on the ground getting in so
much information it’s bound to seem like
it

By 1230 the two-man section is out again
to stand for three-and-a-half hours at ‘X-Ray
10," one of the high metal-barred gates
ringing the city centre with steel to keep the
bombers out.

The soldiers’ job is to guard the Civilian
Search Unit (CSU) personnel who frisk
pedestrians and search cars coming through
the gate. When lorries and vans arrive, the
troops can call in Wagtails for a thorough
search. They know there is a lot at stake and
they help out with the searching themselves
when queues build up.

It is a tedious job for the CSU and they get
a break every hour or so. It is even more
tedious for the soldiers with less to do. But
they have to stay alert while standing out in
the cold for three-and-a-half to four hours at
a time.

““You may occasionally see a soldier smok-
ing when he’s not supposed to,” says Jock,
“but the people who tell him ‘Do this, do
that’ don’t have to stand around here for
four hours solid.”

Persistent offenders may get extra duties
for a crafty drag on a cigarette or taking an
unscheduled tea break.

The cold begins to bite at X-Ray 10. Toes
and fingertips numb even through black
leather Army boots and gloves. To make
matters worse, cheery citizens weave their
way past the gate checkpoint shelter to a
warm lounge bar beyond (Belfast bars, out
of bounds to troops, stay open all day).

Talk turns to the major preoccupation of
the regiment now the tour is half-way
through — rest and recuperation,
abbreviated to the magic formula R and R.
Everyone gets a three- or four-day leave
period during the four months.

“I’m one of the lucky ones,” grins Jock.
“I’ve drawn Christmas.” In a few days he
will see his wife and baby daughter again in
Germany. Tom is happy with his ‘draw’ too.
A Scot like Jock, he has been allocated the
New Year period and looks forward to
Hogmanay with family and friends north of
the border.

A distant police siren wails through the
rooftops. “There goes Belfast’s national
anthem,” says Tom. The whine reminds
them that theirs is a police role and every

effort is now being made to hand back more
of the security of the Province to the civilian
Royal Ulster Constabulary.

At 1600 the two relief soldiers come to
take over, guns strapped to their wrists by
the slings to stop them being snatched away
— it has been tried.

The only city centre where you would
regularly expect to see armed British sol-
diers is London. There they would be in
immaculate dress uniform and marching in
perfect step on ceremonial duties.

Here things are different. The dress is
combat kit. Regimental badges are blacked
to present no target at night. You walk some
vards apart for mutual protection. Your rifle
is held at the ready, a field dressing strapped
with black tape to the butt . . . just in case.

Jock and Tom now have an hour off to
thaw out and grab a meal before another
‘stag.” Soon it’s time to be off again. Out of
the cookhouse and past the five pay-
telephone booths always busy with soldiers,
one hand over the ear to shut out the din of
Belfast duties while the other ear rings with
the voices of home.

This time the two-man section is detailed
to ‘X-Ray 23’ in busy Castle Place in the
city’s heart. A contrast to X-Ray 10, this
leads to a quiet business sector. The ‘stag’
starts at 1700 with buses roaring through the
cantilever barriers, spewing diesel fumes
into the soldiers’ faces, and shoppers queu-
ing to be searched in the CSU’s shelters.

Giant plastic Santas adorn the grim grey
metal cage and shop windows glitter with
Christmas displays. Quite early on this Fri-
day evening, revellers begin to relieve the
monotony of the duty with alcohol-boosted
good cheer.

“Some of the lads would give a quid to get
this gate on a Friday or Saturday night,”
said Tom. For the soldiers the mostly
good-humoured antics of the local people
provide high spots of entertainment in a
week devoid of normal recreations.

The show is in full swing at 2100 when the
relief pair comes on. Jock and Tom are glad
to get back into the warm and bed down for
the night.

Saturday morning comes soon enough
with another 0630 reveille. This is lucky in
one way — it fits in with the normal break-
fast mealtime again. Not all ‘stags’ do. For
the peacekeeping task is a 24-hour-a-day job
and some duty periods cannot avoid clashing
with the ordered routine of a normal exis-
tence.

‘X-Ray 7 — a relatively quiet entrance to
a business area on Saturdays — is the guard
duty post for Jock and Tom for three-and-
a-half hours until 1100. The gate, with its
CSU staff to guard, is a short walk across the
main shopping precinct. Jock has to back-
pack a heavy metal sniffer apparatus to use
in searching lorries and vans full of pack-
ages. ;

The Heath-Robinson-looking device with
its tubes, boxed body and gas cylinder
imitates the action of a nose — complete
with a noise like acute asthma. Lights indi-
cate the absence or presence of explosives.

Somewhere on the radio network the
boredom gets too much for a young soldier
and a phantom whistle punctuates the rasp-
ing voices. A terse rebuke silences him. Jock
and Tom recall a similar recent incident:

“Hello three, I'm choked off.”

“This 1s three, say again call-sign.”

“Hello three, I'm not THAT choked
off.”

Eventually 1100 comes with an hour-
and-a-half off for lunch and a rest. Next is a
four-hour foot patrol in the packed shopping
precinct.

To be on the move comes as a blessed
release for the two soldiers who have stood
icy-footed all morning on the gate.

Jock window-shops for his wife and child
back in Hohne while the Belfast crowds
jostle around him with their bags full of
parcels.

One is stopped every now and again and
searched to make sure that the parcels are
not deadly presents from the terrorists.

The luxury of a full two-and-a-half hours
off follows the four hours on ‘footsie’ and
then from 1900 to 2200 the end of the day is
dragged out with another ‘stag’ on X-Ray 10
which is all but deserted at night.

The only company for Jock and Tom is
the crackle of commands from the radio
handset and the occasional passing customer
for the bar behind. Cars swish by on the
cold, damp street outside the gate and the
Belfast national anthem wails to them from
time to time.

Back in the Grand Central that night,
Jock ticks off another day on his four-month
calendar the regiment had specially printed
for them all. “It’s one week and 41 days to
go. That’s just seven Sundays. It sounds
quicker that way.”

In the meantime there’s nothing for it but
to Smile for Belfast and repeat the watch-
word: “Good ’ere, innit.”

Below left: Rifles decorate the breakfast table. Right: Jock (left) and Tom tick off the days.
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“What's this, a survival course?”

“Before you go, don't forget to put out the dustbin.”

1
‘ Marnal Bliss

MARR)AGE e '
GW DANCE : “Do you 19200763 Acting Lance-

Corporal Chester Gummzdge
ACC.

by %
Fohn Power

“I think I've found your trouble.”

g,

“I said what do you think of my sermon so far?” “Salute Daddjw goodnight, then off to bed.”




Not-forgotten Gurkhas: 2

The fight
against
disease

In late 1943 Rifleman Indrajung Rai was hit in the head by a
splinter from a Japanese grenade while serving in Burma. He
went on pension in 1946 and little was known of him until in
1976 he came to Dharan seeking aid. He complained that he
was unable to carry heavy loads on his back because the strap
hurt his head. An X-ray showed the quarter-inch splinter
lodged in his scalp and it was removed at the British Military
Hospital. He can now wear a ‘namlo’ without pain for the
first time in more than 30 years.

; B Wt g
Above: Lieutenant-Colonel Mike Mummery examines a patient during clinic.
Below: High on a hillside a villager puffs away peacefully on an unusual pipe.
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IN THE BRITISH military cantonment at
Dharan in eastern Nepal there is a military
hospital. It started as a small hospital for
Gurkha personnel. Later it extended its care
to former Gurkhas and their families and
now helps thousands of Nepalese sufferers
spread throughout the hills of the area.

The BMH Dharan now has 75 beds and
takes 1750 in-patients annually. About 350
babies are born there each year and its
out-patient attendance tops the staggering
annual figure of 30,000.

Tuberculosis, a disease which has been
effectively beaten in Britain only in this cen-
tury, is still the major scourge of the people
of Nepal. The Nepalese Government is car-
rying out a mass vaccination programme for
children and the British doctors are assisting
in every way they can. For the ex-Gurkha
soldier and his family the hospital offers
every possible aid when TB strikes. Most
are treated as out-patients and travel down

Below: Ambulance Nepalese-style. Old lady brought from the hills by cart.

to Dharan for their tablets. Many walk for
days to the hospital and are given medical
supplies for three-month periods.

Malnutrition, leprosy and many strange
and rare diseases are brought to Dharan. All
the hospital’s five doctors have to be jacks of
all trades. Major Alan Burge, an ear, nose
and throat specialist acting as a holiday
relief, was astonished by the variety of cases
he saw during his short stay. “I haven’t been
below the collarbone for years, except
socially,” he quipped. “Yet here I may at
any time be called upon to carry out a
Caesarian.”

Lieutenant-Colonel Mike Mummery,
senior medical officer, acts as part-time
anaesthetist as well as a general practitioner.
He told SOLDIER: “The wide experience
we get repays us for the hard work we have
to put in treating such a large number of
people. We get a great deal of satisfaction
doing a little to help the people of Nepal.”

The ‘village clinic’ held each Tuesday is
an unforgettable sight to Western eyes. As
many as 200 people of all ages and from
every direction gather outside the camp
perimeter. Some have been carried down in
litters, others on people’s backs — there are
no roads leading from the rugged hills where
they live.

At the stroke of ten a Nepalese medical
assistant appears. He admits those who
already have appointments and then moves
through the remainder giving admission
papers to those who seem to be in the
greatest need of medical attention. Usually
some have to be turned away — the clinic
just cannot cope with the vast numbers.
Harsh though this may seem, it is one of the
secrets of the success of the Dharan hospital.
As Colonel Mummery says: “We work at a
bed occupancy rate of 90 per cent. We have
been very careful not to put up extra beds
and have people sleeping in the corridors

Below: Medical assistant processes the waiting would-be patients at Dharan.




Above: This little boy had an eye removed after
a growth. Now he is progressing in hospital.

because this will lower standards. What we
can do for the people of this country is to
have a hospital run to United Kingdom
standards.”

Each year a course is held at the hospital
which will benefit many different parts of
the Himalayan kingdom. Gurkha soldiers
who are leaving the Army go to Dharan for a
nine-month medical assistants’ training
course, part of the Overseas Development
Ministry’s Gurkha reintegration scheme.
Last year, out of 36 men taking the course,
35 passed. One or two may stay to work at
the hospital, others go to Gurkha welfare
centres. But the majority, once they have
their medical training, are able to work for
the Nepalese government, in disease control
or family planning projects, or can set up

Above: Captain Joan Thornley, QARANC, with
a tiny premature baby born at the hospital.

their own dispensaries in their home areas.

Even the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers workshop at Dharan is drawn
into the medical aid field. Distance is the
great problem in Nepal and many patients
who are carried into the hospital after snake
bites and falls have serious infections and
gangrene when they arrive — the only
remedy being amputation.

When the amputee is ready for an artifi-
cial limb, Sergeant Andrew Jepperson,
Royal Army Medical Corps, measures the
stump and makes a plaster cast. The final
mould is taken to the workshops where
there is a large store of old artificial arms and
legs shipped out from Roehampton Hospital
in England.

The limb which is the nearest fit is

Below: Hospital dhobi — shortly to be replaced by modern machinery.

Above: Sergeant Andrew Jepperson and work-
shop manager Bhimbahadur Limbu show a leg.

selected and minor adaptations are made in
the workshops. Liater the patient returns for
a fitting at the workshops and the hospital
gives its final seal of approval. This is done
for all patients who have had amputations
regardless of whether they are Gurkha pen-
sioners or not.

One emergency which occurred during
SOLDIER’s visit vividly illustrates the
teamwork and dedication which goes into
the medical work at Dharan. A teenage boy
being operated on was losing blood at a
rapid rate and needed transfusions. Stocks
of blood at the hospital are limited. But after
a few phone calls British officers, wives and
nursing staff donated blood which saved the
boy’s life. He was an orphan who had no
connection with the Brigade of Gurkhas.

Below: Old soldier. Subahadur Prabhudoj Rai
(74) was in the Army for 26 years. Now a patient.




WVHEN YOU GET OUT.
WELL BE
WAITING FOR YOU.

HEN you've been in the armed
forces for a while, you take certain
things more or less for granted.
Companionship, for example. Esprit de
corps. The feeling of belonging. Callit what
you will. It doesn’t exist in civvy street.
And many ex-service people who were
convinced that they’d be happy when they

LONDON'S 8000000 PEOPLE TAKE A LOT OF LOOKING AFTER.COME AND GIVE US A HAND.

got out find it hard to settle and make friends.

Then again, many civilian jobs offer no
possibility for people who've been in the
forcesto exercise the abilities their training
has given them.

The Metropolitan Police on the other
hand, offers a career which can use the self-
discipline, initiative and sense of respon-
sibility that service training bestows.

We also offer companionship and
team spirit not far removed frona that
in the forces. (You’ll realise this the

§ first time you witness the response to a
radio call for “Constable in need of
urgent assistance..”) :

Everybody turns out.
Another similarity is the feel-
ing of security you get from
knowing where your next pay
day is coming from. We don’t

have strikes or lay-offs.

All in all, it’s not surprising
that alarge number of ex-service
people make successful careers
for themselves in the Met.

We'll be waiting to welcome

¥ you when you get out with a

place to live and a good starting
salary.

Andif you're ex-service, you're

eligible up to the age of 45.

If you meet the height require-
ments and are physically fit, talk
to your Resettlement Officer or

send the coupon for full details
today.

| THE METROPOLITAN POLICE gy

For full details of the rewards and opportunities offered by

acareer in the Met, give us a ring on 01-725 4237 and ask for

a chat with one of our palice careers advisers.

Or send this coupon to the Chief Inspector, Careers Section,

Dept. . GA125, Metropolitan Police, 4th Floor, Hope House, 45 Great
Peter Street, London SW1P 3LT.

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) 1% 1

Address _
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We serve those

who serve.

When you're
ready for a job
In Civwy Street

contact us -
we can help.

Medals and badges
wanted urgently

We are specialists in rare military cap badges and
all other head-dress of the world. Do not sell any
military items before consulting us.

Items like this cap badge from Kitchener's army wanted

1 GAEEE haa Ty
Commissionaires

Exchange Court - 419a Strand - London WC? -

\ Telephone: 01-836 6453 v,

25th Batn, Royal Frontiersmen Fusiliers.
(City of London Regiment 1914)

OLD SWINFORD HOSPITAL SCHOOL
FOUNDED 1667
STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS
Headmaster:

L. W. SHEPPARD, M.B.E., M.A.
360 Boys, 200 Boarders, 80 in VI Forms
| Old Swinford Hospital School is a
' Voluntary Aided Boarding and
| Day School. As an Aided School
é no charge is made for tuition,

boarding fees are based on the
cost of food and services.
Boys are admitted at eleven years
of age, but places are reserved for
admission at other ages.
Emphasis is laid on an all through
education to eighteen to include
the General Certificate of Educa-
tion at ordinary and advanced
levels. The curriculum has a tech-
nical bias which gives special
opportunities for the practical boy
to succeed.
Pleasantly _situated in its own
grounds on the outskirts of Stour-
bridge, the school is generously
provided with laboratories, work-
shops and playing fields.
Good opportunities for physical
activities exist through the C.C.F.
(Army and R.A.F. Sections) and
the School Scout Troop.
The Foundation is well endowed
by a private charity and bursaries
are available.
Special consideration given to
applications from members of the
Services.

Applications to the Headmaster

@ Send £1 for our latest list of medals and militaria

@ Send large SAE for our wants list with prices

ALSO WANTED URGENTLY

Lancercapplates,glengarrys,shoulderbeltplates,
waist belt clasps, officers badges, cavalry and
yeomanry arm badges, cloth items, formation
gignks of the world, old and out of print military
ooks.

Roger Verner and Son
(Dept SM)
South Street, Crowland,
Peterborough PE6 0AJ

England
Telephone: 073 17-605

Shop hours 11am-5pm. Closed all day Thursday.
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Recruiting offices have been told not to accept any more
young soldier applications from 17-year-olds. The Army’s
requirement for new recruits has dropped away, says the

Ministry of Defence.

Enlistment of young soldiers
ceased effectively in January
although no more applications were
accepted the month before. But this
will not affect school-leavers.

Because of his age, a young sol-
dier may not leave his training unit
after initial training until he is aged
174 and he may not move with a
field force unit to Northern Ireland
or on certain postings overseas until
he is 18.

The reason for the block on
young soldiers, says MOD, is that
more soldiers are choosing to stay in
the Service longer and, as a result,
recruiting requirement has dropped.

In normal circumstances about
1000 young soldiers would have
enlisted and joined for training dur-
ing the first three months of 1977.

But guaranteed vacancies will be
honoured. In fact about 200 vacan-
cies have already been awarded and
have not yet been taken up.

It will still be possible for ‘suit-
able’ 17-year-olds to join as appren-
tices or junior leaders. But the
majority applying at this age will be
advised to come back again nearer
the 174-year point to be considered
for normal adult entry.

“The Army needs a steady flow of
young men of the right calibre,” said
an MOD (Army) spokesman.

“However the numbers needed
must be related to the Army’s cur-
rent manpower and from time to
time adjustments to these require-
ments become necessary.

“There are no plans at present to
restrict the junior entry to appren-
tice colleges, junior leaders regi-
ments or junior soldiers units.

Royal Marine Commandos have

-been presented with their own

badge — a red fighting knife on a
blue shield background.

The new badge was officially pre-
sented to Army elements of Com-
mando Forces Royal Marines in
Plymouth by General Sir Roland
Gibbs. The badge was approved by
the Army Badge Committee.

“For many years there has been
strong feeling that there should be
some visible recognition for those
who accept the special challenge of
the commando course and service
with Commando Forces,” said Col-
onel P C Bowser, at Commando
headquarters, Devonport.

“At the end of the commando
course a soldier is presented with his
green beret, but when he leaves
Commando Forces
nething to show for his achieve-
ment. The introduction of the com-
mando badge meets this require-
ment,”

there was .

Immediate school-leavers are not
therefore affected by this measure.”

Widows pension
Some redundant servicemen may
have outstanding contributions to
the half-rate widows pension scheme
which under current rules would
have to be paid as a deduction from
terminal benefits. These payments
would attract income tax relief on
the first £100 only.

But servicemen declared redun-
dant may want to increase their
payments to the scheme, up to a
maximum 11% of annual salary for
recovery during the remainder of
their service.

Servicemen who have been
declared redundant and who wish to
change their contribution should do
so through their unit paymaster.
Officers should bring with them the
most recent monthly pay service
slip.*

Captain Jim O’Toole of the United
States Army was one of 13 pilots on
parade at Middle Wallop, Hamp-
shire, in December when General
Sir Edwin Bramall, Commander-
in-Chief United Kingdom Land
Forces, presented wings to the pas-
sing out Army pilots course.

The students completed ten
months of pilot training and
received instruction on the Chip-
munk basic fixed-wing training air-
craft, the Bell G4 helicopter and the
Sioux light army helicopter.

Captain O'Toole, a Vietnam vet-

Veteran ets his wings

Block goes on recruiting

eran, is an exchange officer at pres-
ent serving with 655 Squadron,
Army Air Corps, at Detmold in
Germany. He successfully com-
pleted a Scout helicopter conversion
course at the AAC Centre earlier
last year. Before his current
exchange posting, he commanded a
ground cavalry troop, numberin;
some 150 men, of 101 Air Assault
Division.

The occasion was unique for the
Army Air Corps Centre since it was
the first time that a four-star general
had presented wings there.

Sales down, but profits up

Naafi sales slumped in the
year ending 1 May 1976,
although turnover for the
year was an all-time record
at £189,000,000.

This reverses the previous
year’s headlines when,
although sales were up, pro-
fits were down.

Even so, the higher profits on
falling sales meant that the increase
of £20,000,000 over last year’s tur-
nover failed to match the overall
price of inflation.

Presenting the accounts, Mr
James Spooner, chairman of Naafi,
explained that in the face of all this
the corporation achieved a consid-
erable improvement on last year,
with a trading surplus up from
£8,000,000 to £10,000,000. Of this,
almost £6,500,000 was paid out to
customers in rebate, discount and
dividend.

About £1,500,000 went on
improvements to Ministry and
Service-owned properties, but this
was met by a transfer from reserves
created for this purpose and a
further £577,000 set aside to pro-
vide funds for development.

Then £2,500,000 was added to
capital reserve, reducing the
requirement for borrowed capital
on which interest is so high.

A total of £300,000 was allocated
as extra rebate to Service central
welfare funds, of which £167,000

went to the Army and £400,000 as

rebate to ship and unit funds, enabl-
ing the rate of rebate to go up four
per cent for at least a year, from 1
November 1976.

Although sales during the year
continued to increase in cash terms,
they were still failing to match the
rate of inflation. This, said Mr
Spooner, was in line with the
experience of most retailers.

The previous best turriover figure

was £182,000,000, achieved in 1945
when HM Forces were almost
5,000,000 strong.

Extra rebate

Naafi's net profits each year are
paid in the form of ‘extra rebate’ to
the non-public funds of the Navy,
Army and Air Force in proportion
to the strength of each Service.

In 1975-76 the extra rebate
amounted to £64,000 which,
augmented by £92,722 from other
sources, was distributed as follows:
To commands for distribution —
Regular Army £28,788; military
hospitals worldwide £5007;
TAVR/UDR £2112; other bodies
— Army Benevolent Fund £50,000;
Army Sport Control Board
£54,745; other establishments
(schools, clubs etc) £16,070.

(C2(AD))
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if you are home-based, or coming
home on leave and wish to hire a
car — let us hear from you. We
have a wide choice of saloons,
estates, mini-buses and vans. We
will meet you on arrival at the
Airport and you can leave it there
when you return.

Write now for details before your
leave begins and ensure a
care-free vacation.

121 % Discount for NAAFI
customers

Unlimited Mileage

28-38 Upper High St, Epsom,
Surrey. Tel: Epsom 25611
Telex: 929908

The Arrival Lounge,
RAF Brize Norton,
Oxon. Tel: Carterton 325

Some of the stately homes of Devon were in the front line
when an armour battle ranged over the ancestral estates.

*

Oman awards

The following awards have been
made in recognition of service in
Oman.

Distinguished Conduct Medal:
Sergeant E Slater, The Cheshire
Regiment.

Military Medal: Warrant Officer 2
M J Barry, Corporal R D Chappell,
both Royal Engineers.

Queen’s Commendation for Brave
Conduct: Sergeant J McK White,
The Parachute Regiment.

Mentioned in Despatches: Sergeant
W Blake, Scots Guards; Private L
Cardy, The Royal Anglian Regi-
ment; Lance-Corporal T Shanks,
The Parachute Regiment. Lance-
Corporal D B Anderson, The King’s
Own Scottish Borderers.

D (Royal Devon Yeomanry)
Squadron, The Wessex Yeomanry,
commanded by Major Noel Page-
Turner, fielded Volunteers from
their headquarters in Barnstaple
and troops from Tiverton and
Totnes. They split into opposing
forces and went into action with B
Squadron, The Life Guards, who
joined them with Fox armoured cars
and armoured personnel carriers.

The exercise began in the grounds
of Powderham Castle, near Exeter,
and during the next 24 hours ranged
over two adjoining estates, Ash-
combe and Ugbrooke.

Armoured cars had probably
never before penetrated the park-
land of the Powderham estate, well
known for its more rustic population
of deer. The Yeomanry had the use
of it by courtesy of the Earl of
Devon, whose son, Lieutenant Lord
Courtenay, is D Squadron’s training
officer.

Ashcombe belongs to Captain
Ranulph Rayner, the squadron’s
second-in-command. Ugbrooke
Park, where the exercise ended, is
the seat of the Honorary Colonel,
Lord Clifford of Chudleigh.

Lieut Lord Courtenay (centre) ex-
plains the terrain to Maj Noel
Page-Turner (left) of D Squadron
(Royal Devon Yeomanry), The Wes-
sex Yeomanry, and Maj Christopher
D’Oyly of B Squadron, The Life
Guards.

COURAGE CENTRAL LTD.
offer you a BUSINESS CAREER

Would you like a job worth £3,000 a year plus
generous incentive bonuses?
The qualifications we look for are enthusiasm,

flair and imagination, the ability to get on with people
and sound business sense.

Suitable married couples will undertake a com-
plete training course and if successful will be offered
one of our Public Houses as Manager/Licensee.

If you are leaving the Forces shortly and interested in
further details, write to: MR. J. A. E. LUSH,
Courage (Central) Limited, The Brewery, Reading,

Berks.
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Courses are Sheila first again

‘too popular’

A lack of instructors and cash has meant that some of the
Army’s adventurous training courses are 150 per cent over-

subscribed.
And,

says the Director of Army Training,

Major-

General Michael Gow, funds and manpower are unlikely to
improve in the present climate and *‘indeed cuts of both may

be inevitable.”

“I have visited a number of these
centres,” he said, “and have been
most impressed with the high pro-
fessional standards and enthusiasm
shown by instructional staff, despite
the fact that the centres are working
under difficult conditions.”

In a report on the year’s activities,
General Gow said the “haphazard™
system of finding instructors for
adventurous training centres has
largely been overcome now that
nearly all instructor posts are found
by the Army Physical Training
Corps, which ensures that a master
long-term posting plot can be main-
tained and expertise used properly.

Important

“I have no doubt in my own mind
that adventurous training is now
playing a very important part in
Army life and, as time goes on,
commanding officers will place
more emphasis on its training value
and morale importance.”

During 1976, 6541 Army stu-

e

dents attended courses at Army
centres and another 2655 went to
RN and RAF centres.

Progress

In addition to adventurous train-
ing, “‘great progress’” has been made
in providing equipment and clothing
for junior units to carry out external
leadership training, which is similar
to adventurous training and
included in the training syllabus.

These juniors — about 6500 a
year — join their units with experi-
ence in the various challenge pur-
suits which, added to the fact that all
young officers and cadets at the
Royal Military Academy, Sand-
hurst, are now required to go on at
least one adventurous training
course, means that “knowledge and
the desire to mount adventurous
training = expeditions in units is
rapidly spreading. It must be the
most cost effective form of training
we have.”

Yorkies

Nearly two years ago Sheila

Hatchell, a sergeant in the g

Women’s Royal Army Corps, became the first woman to
become an Army driving instructor. Now she has gone one
step further and become the first woman in the Army to be a

driving examiner.

This means that Sheila, who is a
qualified heavy goods vehicle driver,
can pass or fail anyone on their test
— from a motorcycle to an articu-
lated truck.

Sheila has recently finished her
testing officers course at the Royal
Corps of Transport school at Bor-
don — a course for which she has
waited for five years.

been interested in driving and cars
and was re-allocated five years ago.
She is a keen rally driver and will be
back in Britain later this year as a
Rhine Army driver in the Scottish

. i i
Rally behind the wheel of a Land-
Rover.

At the moment she is lying second
in the rally league for Land-Rovers
in Rhine Army.

“This has really fulfilled an ambi-
tion for me,” she said, “*because it is
something I have wanted to do for
such a long time.

“In fact I worked so hard to get
on the course that I was determined
to pass it.”

Sheila is currently dealing with
accidents with 2nd Armoured Divi-
sion in Germany, but will be availa-
ble to test drivers whenever neces-
sary. On the course she not only had
to learn procedures and marking of
testing and the highway code, but
vehicle safety as well. It was a very
tough course,” she said.

Although she enlisted in the
WRAC as a cook, Sheila has always

Milan

A visit to the West German Army’s
Armour School at Munsterlager in
Lower Saxony gave a useful bonus to
the anti-tank platoon of Ist Bat-
talion, The Prince of Wales’s Own
Regiment of Yorkshire.

For they were shown the new
Milan anti-tank system, effective
against all known tanks to a range of
two kilometres. The system consists
of a wire-guided missile and
launcher, together weighing 28 kg,
and has a two-man crew. It is man-
portable.

The weapon was developed by
France and Germany and is already
in service in their armies.

The British Army should be fully
equipped by the end of the decade,
complementing the long-range
Swingfire missile which is vehicle-
mounted.

Picture shows the Yorkshire sol-
diers being taught how to use the
equipment by a German anti-tank
instructor.

SR D 0

| XA
Qrdl

Valentines Day
february 14th

lWhen you have something special to say:
‘l love you', ‘Get Well Soon’,
‘Congratulations’, 'Happy Birthday’ or
just "Happy Anything’
—SEND AN ORCHID.
A finest quality bloom, in a special
humidor display package, will be sent with
your message, by lirst class post, for £3 00
including V.AT., (£4.00 overseas)
Send P.0., cheque, or notes lo: Send an I
Orchid, Dept. SA4 Monks Eleigh, Ipswich
Credit Cards—if used send name and |
address and Credit Card Number, or
‘simpfyle!ephune Bildeston (0449) ‘
740 780. I

La)
12 MONTHS SERVICE

L———-—-—-——-—J

Save on big value Greetings |;
Cards, Presents, Household
Novelties and Toys

Nothing is expensive. You can shop for yourself or order for your
friends. Either way, we’ll give you £1 in £4 commission on all
orders big or small less a 30p carriage contribution.

VAT is deducted from all catalogue prices when applicable

I Studio Cards Ltd.

FREE Our new 52-page bigger than ever catalogue, k /’ X
packed with marvellous value, is yours by return f i
absolutely free No outlay No obligation. No risk. See 4

for yourself before you send a single penny.
Please send me the latest Siudiv Cards Caralogue

Mr Mrs Miss

%
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Address

BIRLEY BANK, PRESTON PR1 4AE
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Marathon
walk
raises
cash

Three Royal Army Pay Corps
non-commissioned officers have
walked 300 kilometres from
West Germany to the World
War One battlefield of Ypres in
Belgium to raise money for a

war widows charity.

Sergeants Glyn Jones and lan
Jones and Corporal Alan Guy, all
from British Army of the Rhine’s
Command Pay Office, hope to raise
£400 by their marathon trek.

The money will be added to the
£300 the Pay Office raised two
months ago from an 80-mile walk to
Arnhem where the film ‘A Bridge
Too Far’ was being made.

The three laid wreaths at the
Menin Gate at Ypres on Remem-
brance Day, on behalf of their own
unit and The Black Watch, The
Duke of Wellington’s Regiment,
and 42 Heavy Regiment, Royal
Artillery.

Said Glyn Jones: “We received a
tremendous welcome from the Bel-
gians. They are still very pro-British
even 60 years after the end of the
Great War.”

The money raised by the trio will
go to the Liverpool-based Jill Gee
War Widows Trust which aims to
send on a visit to Europe any widow
who has not seen her husband’s
grave.

upid joins the ranks

Romance blossomed for two yo
mounted police corporals in
streets of Aldershot. Corpor
Judith Reeves and Graham Robin-
son of the Mounted Troop, 160
vost Company, Royal Military
Police, met while on mounted patrol.
The couple were married at St.
Columbus’s Church, Billingham,
Cleveland, Graham’s home
and they will live in Aldershot.
And Cupid’s arrows have also
been flying among the cottage pies
and steamed puddings in the
cookhouse of 68 Squadron, Royal
Corps of Transport. The lads of the
Army Catering Corps who serve this
British Army of the Rhine unit have
hit on the right recipe for the
Women’s Royal Army Corps and
the result is one couple married and
two others nearly ready to take the1
plunge. |
Pictured here are (left to right)
Privates Frankie McManus and
Alex Porter, Private (Mrs) Sonia%
Miles and Lance-Corporal Ken
Miles, and Private Susan Soltysiak
and Lance-Corporal Dick Flower-
dew. All serve at 68 Squadron
which supplies drivers for the ve-
hicleq;servnn HQ BAOR. i
Sayy 22-year-old Frankie
McManus, who comes from Mid-
dlesbrough: “I can’t cook so Alex
will be handy to have about the
kitchen.” And Sussex-born Dick
Flowerdew from Halesworth is not
worried by his future wife’s lack of
experience in slaving over a hot
stove: “Susan’s quite good at cook-
ing omelettes. I don’t like omelettes
but I expect I'll get used to them.”

N

bother.
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VAUXHALL

WHY WE ARE BETTER FOR VAUXHALL

4. WE USE NAAFI HIRE PURCHASE SCHEMES.
We don’t know of a competitive commercial plan
that offers so much. Your own organisation really
does give you a better deal.

. CUSTOMERS LIKE OUR SERVICE.
We are always thinking of ways to improve our
service. We race Vauxhall ourselves, we fit fuel
economy systems, we prepare comprehensive
spares kits (in Egypt that’s important), we air-
freight willingly to our customers. We are
always learning something new and putting
it into use for our customer’s benefit, maybe
that's why they like our service. :

Send for our Vauxhall Specification pack. It is easy to complete. It doesn’t commit you

to anything but assists you in making up your own mind about the car you want, the

specification to suit you and how much it will cost. It includes H.P. and insurance too.

HAMILTON MOTORS (LONDON) LIMITED,
466-490 EDGWARE ROAD,LONDON W2 1EL. Tel. 01 723 0022

Please send me your Vauxhall Specification pack.

1. WE ARE MAIN DEALERS FOR VAUXHALL.
So we do know about them - we don’t just obtain
them from a local dealer and then pretend we
know all about them. See our specification pack
and you’'ll know what we mean.

. WE ARE EXPERIENCED EXPORTERS.
We handle exports for the Diplomatic Service,
foreign embassies as well as British servicemen.
We know the drill and can save you time and

. OUR PRICES ARE COMPETITIVE

They should be, we deal direct with Vauxhall
Motors. So you can benefit.
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To the strains of ‘Goodbye,’
one of the youngest regiments
in the Army marched off the
parade square and into the
history books.

1 Parachute Logistic
Regiment was formed in 1969
during an earlier defence
cuts crisis. Now, in the latest
round of cuts, it was decided
that the parachute support
elements had to be pruned
even more drastically.

It must have been a poignant
moment for Major-General Tony
Farrar-Hockley, reviewing officer of
the disbanding parade, at Alder-
shot, because he masterminded Para
Log’s inception in 1969 when he
commanded 16th Parachute
Brigade.

Then, the regiment was formed
from elements of 16 Parachute
Squadron; 63 Parachute Squadron,
Royal Corps of Transport; 16
Parachute Ordnance Field Park,
Royal Army Ordnance Corps; 16
Parachute Workshop, Royal Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engineers; 7
Parachute Regiment, Royal Horse
Artillery, Light Aid Detachment
REME; and 16th Parachute
Brigade Headquarters Light Aid
Detachment REME.

Blessing

Although the demise of these
units was regretted then, the forma-
tion of the regiment proved to be a
blessing in disguise. It provided an
immediate and permanent com-
mand structure for the brigade
maintenance area in operations, and
brought together such a wealth and
diversity of talents that virtually any
task could be undertaken.

In its seven years, the regiment
has been represented all over the
world on exercises and operations
with the teeth arm units of the
brigade. In 1972, Zulu Squadron
was formed for an emergency tour
of Northern Ireland as infantry.

Sport

On the sports field, too, Para Log
made its mark. Individuals have
represented the Army, Combined
Services and national teams in vari-
ous sports while regimental teams
have won the Devizes-Westminster
canoe race, for three years on the
bounce, and the Army minor units
boxing cup in the early 70s.

The tug-of-war team has been

Defence cuts chop Para

legendary in Army and national cir-
cles over the past decade and the
Army minor units rugby challenge
cup, introduced three seasons ago,
has been won each year by the
regiment.

But what of the future? The regi-
ment will be officially disbanded on
1 April 1977 when the parachuting
capability of the Army will be
reduced to a single battalion group.
Some parachute-trained RCT sol-
diers will be retrained in the aerial
delivery role, REME will form a
parachute workshop detachment in
3 Field Workshop REME, as well as
the attached tradesmen in the three
parachute battalions.

Some of Para Log’s soldiers have
volunteered for 22nd Special Air
Service Regiment, and the remain-
der have returned to their corps
worldwide.

@ Above: Major-General Farrar-
Hockley shares a joke while review-
ing the parade.

@ Below: On parade were airport-
able vehicles used during opera-
tions, including these Royal Corps of
Transport Land-Rovers full of stores
and equipment, and an Eager
Beaver fork lift truck.

Bellerophon, in Greek mythology the rider of Pegasus, the winged horse,
which is the symbol of airborne forces, shows clearly how he feels about
defence cuts in this cartoon by Charles C Stadden, the military artist.
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You can still buy

MEGA'
ONFREE CREDIT!

Why pay interest rates of up to
409, p.a., when Prestons’ Personal
Payment Scheme remains totally
interest free? 7

Own a magnificent Omega after
paying a deposit of only 1/10th of
the basic cash price. Balance in 9
equal instalments over 38 weeks -
without any interest charges
whatsoever.

Prestons’ extended credit price is
exactly the same as Omega’s
cash price!

NEW UNIQUE WAY TO
SELECT YOUR OMEGA

In the comfort of your own home,
decide at leisure which superb
Omega suits you best by actually
wearing life-size replicas from the
new Prestons’ Catalogue.

ST 3980803
One of the famous Omega Electronic F300 range - the
‘tuning fork” watch, individually tuned by the Swiss
Institute. This chronometer, accurate to 2 seconds

a day, is encased in smooth stainless steel with f
matching bracelet. Water resistant. Only £9.75
Dep. and 9 equal payments of £9.75 over a period
of 38 weeks, Cash price £97.50

ST 1760012/Bct

Superb precision with the self-winding
Speedmaster stop watch. This one has a
tachymetre bezel and day/date calendar
Handsomely framed in stainless steel with
matching bracelet, this water-resistant timepiece
is Swiss tuned and tested, Only £19.50 Dep. and

9 equal payments of £19.50 over a period of

38 weeks. Cash price £195.00

SELECT FROM AUTHENTIC
OMEGA REPLICAS. TAKE 38
WEEKS TO PAY - INTEREST FREE.

PRESTONS

-
| | Please send Omega ST 3980803. | enclose
gy £9.75 as 1/10th deposit

Omega ST 1760012/Bct, | enclose £19.50
as 1/10th deposit

‘ FREE Please send me the colour
Catalogue and Omega Replicas

Mr/Mrs/Miss

TIMER
DIVISION

Address _____
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Bolton BL1 1LY, Reg in England No. 541349
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Post to Prestons Timer Division, Capitol House, Churchgate, l
50181

Big day for

The Bishop family held a double celebration in the Army

Careers Information Office at Derby when daughter
Catherine took her oath of allegiance.

Dad, Regimental Sergeant-Major Ray Bishop, is a member
of the ACIO staff and Catherine’s ehlistment coincided with
her parents’ 20th wedding anniversary.

Mrs Sheila Bishop is a former
member of Queen Alexandra’s
Royal Army Nursing Corps.
Catherine is the 320th girl recruited
by Sergeant Audrey Cox, Women’s
Royal Army Corps recruiter.

Catherine will begin training for
the Royal Military Police and hopes

for a commission when she is 19. -

She was presented with the Bible on
which she swore her oath of

allegiance.
As the daughter of parents both
involved with the Army, Catherine

Christmas pud in desert

39 Regiment, Royal Artil-
lery, mounted in three
Land-Rovers, is making a
12,000-mile round trip to
Oman. Christmas Day was
spent in Dubai.

Called Exercise Quicksand and
led by Major Henry Sawrey-
Cookson, the expedition took 12
months from conception to reality.

Both Major Sawrey-Cookson and
his deputy, Lieutenant Mike Rid-
dick, are familiar with the area as
they saw active service in the Oman
during the Dhofar Campaign of
1969-75.

The three Land-Rovers (above)
painted sky-blue with Sennelager-
Muscat on the sides, pulled out of

NEWS 6

the regiment’s barracks in Rhine

A ten-man expedition frdm

already has a good insight into the
life and has travelled the world dur-
ing her father’s career. She decided
to make it her career too when she
began senior school.

And the tradition doesn’t stop
with Catherine. Her brother Tony
has military ambitions.

Above, left to right: Sergeant Cox,
Mrs Bishop, RSM Bishop, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel C A Kiernan,
Army Careers Officer, and
Catherine read the oath of allegiance.

Army on 4 December on a journey

which took them through Austria,
Yugoslavia, Greece, Turkey, Iran
and the United Arab Emirates to
Oman. ¢

A crossing of the Persian Gulf
from Bandar Abbas to Dubai was
made by dhow.

The aim was to reach Oman in 18
days and spend 14 days studying old
forts and Eistoric artillery pieces in
the Oman before returning by the
same route.

The expedition endured extremes
of temperature from —20 degrees
Fahrenheit in the Persian Alps to
115 degrees in the Oman and
encountered both snow drifts and
sand dunes.

Bulk of the cost was met by each
man paying £200 for the privilege of
freezing and baking and living by
the vehicles during halts.

|

]

Bishop family




Sappers turn on
the waterworks
i 4 T e

IS

Gas and oil wells are often in the news nowadays but you don’t hear much
about the well drillers seen here, from 521 Specialist Team, Royal Engineers.
They spent six weeks in Northern Ireland working two shifts a day, seven
days a week, drilling two fresh water wells. The team is based on Barton
Stacey. G
Picture shows members of the team unscrewing a raised section from the
next in line.

GENU'NE Great Britain
SURPLUS

@ COMBATCLOTHING

@® PARA SMOCKS Your move carried out speedily, and
professionally, by Britain’s largest and
most experienced removers. Storage
@ FLYING SUITS oo at our Gitersloh (BAOR) bra
and at our170 branches in the UK

@ SLEEPING BAGS ___________}{

@® '58 WEBBI NG Pi send me[_]Your free Home Moving

it free brochure on moving

. C/DO SWEATERS between Great Britain and Germany.

‘Almost anything in Name
genuine govt. surplus’

Addres§— —

Call ‘'phone or write
(S.A.E.)

SILVERMAN'S

(Department S)

2/8, Harford Street,

London, E.1.
Tel. 01-790 5257. REMOVALS LTD.

Personal callers Mon.-Fri.
Nearest Tube — Mile End.

s2.717

00 Gt. Cambridge Rd.,




A modest hero whose exploit
came to light only because of
a newspaper report has been
awarded the Commander-
in-Chief’s Commendation for
Bravery just a few weeks
after leaving the Army.

Ex-Sergeant David Slater (25),
Royal Army Pay Corps, was at
home in his mother’s flat in
Morecambe in September when an
explosion ripped apart a neighbour-
ing flat, trapping a S52-year-old
woman and her aged mother in the
fire that followed. Their screams
awoke him.

Encouraged by David, the daugh-
ter jumped and he broke her fall,
but the 82-year-old mother was too
shocked to move. Using a ladder, he
reached up through the flames and a
shower of slates to pull her to safety
by her ankles. She suffered exten-
sive burns and died some weeks
later but the younger woman recov-
ered, suffering only broken ankles
and shock.

David, now resplendent with a
magnificent beard, a fitting embel-
lishment for his hoped-for new
career with the off-shore oil indus-
try, was presented with his com-
mendation at the Morecambe Army
Careers Information Office by the
General Officer Commanding
North West District, Major-General
Keith McQueen — a commendation
he might have missed had not
someone spotted the story of his
bravery in a local weekly news-
paper.

Choppers get ne

The first production model of the ARC 340 airborne com-
munications and homing system, the most advanced of its
kind ever produced, has been delivered to the Army.

A secure [
career +
Management
Prospects

Leaving the Service! Then this is your opportunity to start a new
career, that is not only extremely rewarding but offers excellent
prospects for promotion to management level.

The L.I.S. Group of Companies, specialists in Life Assurance —
Finance — Investment — Mortgages, offer all personnel a chance to
join the many successful ex-Servicemen in the Insurance industry
and within our Group.

Why not contact our Recruiting Manager and let him explain how
YOU could become a member of one of today’s most progressive
companies in the field of Broking, Investment and Finance.

We would very much like to talk to you so write or telephone, or
complete the coupon below,

To: The L.I.S. Group of Companies
Coltishall Hall,

Coltishall, Norwich, Norfolk, NR12 7AG
Tel. Coltishall 771

Please send me details of the opportunities available with the L.I.S.
Group
PREIRE - e R T T i L L St NG bk T
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The system is designed for instal-
lation in the new Gazelle and Lynx
helicopters and other helicopters
already in service.

It enables the pilot and crew to
keep in constant contact with troops
on a battlefield, by operating several
communications channels from the
same helicopter simultaneously.

The system, developed by
Marconi-Elliott  Avionic Systems,
also enables the helicopter to
‘home’ on to a desired objective
with great accuracy and without
impairing the system’s multi-station

That’s me,

One of the most potentially danger-
ous fires during the long hot summer
was the outbreak inside the perime-
ter of the Royal Army Ordnance
Corps Petroleum Centre at West
Moors, near Bournemouth.

It took 29 fire engines and crews,
plus countless soldiers drafted in, to
keep the hungry flames back from
the petrol dumps.

An abortive river rescue

-

o ek b

attempt has earned an Army

apprentice a commendation
for bravery.

Roddy Mackenzie, who is training
to be a vehicle mechanic with the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical
EnFineers at the Army Apprentices
College, Arborfield, was presented
(left) with the commendation by the
General Officer Commanding
South-East District, Liuetenant-
General Sir James Wilson.

While he was on leave at home
in Conon Bridge, Scotland, during
the summer, Roddy went out walk-
ing with three friends. One went
missing, and Roddy and the other
two went to look for him. During
their search they came across two
other men looking for their com-
panion who had got into difficulties
while swimming in the River Conon.

He was found lying face down in
the water. Roddy tried to get into
the water from one bank but,
finding the current too strong, ran to
the other bank, dived in and pulled
the man to the bank.

He applied artificial respiration
which (he had learned only weeks
before at the college, but the man
did not respond.

w radio

communication facility. It was

designed to Ministry of Defence
requirements geared to modern

- battlefield conditions. The total

programme, including compatability
tests on a helicopter, led to the
delivery in just under three years
from the go-ahead, a record for such
advanced equipment.

Say Marconi: “At a time when
value for money in defence equip-
ment is increasingly important and
recognising the fact that delays in
completing complex programmes
make the biggest contribution to
cost escalation, the programme is
seen as a model of co-operation
between the Ministry of Defence
and its supplier.”

says r|is|

Now one of the firefighters, Mr L
Quaintance, a modelmaker at the
centre, has put the dramatic scene
on canvas. In the photo he points to
himself in the picture.

The painting was commissioned
by the West Moors officers’ mess
and it is hoped that a limited edition
of prints will soon be available for
sale.



Eager Beavers
roll on and off

In five months, men of 60 Field Squadron, Royal Engineers
(The Beavers), have built from scratch a 188-foot ‘roll-on,
roll-off’ terminal at RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus.

The facility is for a rapid turn-
round of ships supplying British
forces in Cyprus with military stores
and vehicles. It cuts out the slow
system of craning on and off the
supply ships or going through the
busy ports of Limassol or Larnaca

When the terminal was opened by
the Commander British Forces Cyp-
rus, Air Vice-Marshal Roy Austen
Smith, he spoke of the sappers’ tre-
mendous achievement in such a
short time.

Soon after their arrival in Cyprus
they constructed an ‘island’ of sheet
steel piles driven into the sea bed to
form a cellular structure. Some

4500 tons of aggregate were
pumped in to make the structure
solid and it was then capped with
concrete. This ‘island,” the jetty
head, is the structure on to which a
ship will drop its bow ramp.

The jetty head was then con-
nected to dry land by the construc-
tion of a heavy girder bridge. Two
smaller, similar structures, known as
dolphins, were also built to be used
as mooring points

The squadron is about to move
from Maidstone to Waterbeach as
60 Field Support Squadron.

Report by JSPRS, Cyprus.

Goodhye, says
Stan, again

Stan Duncomb (61) has said his
third and last goodbye to the Ser-
vices. After a wartime career in the
Royal Navy, nearly 20 years with
the Army, and ten years-to-the-day
with the Ministry of Defence as a
civil servant, he is retiring to his
Aylesbury home.

After working with landing craft
in the Mediterranean during the last
war as a lieutenant (Engineering)
and participating in the Anzio oper-
ation, Stan left the Navy to join the

Army in the Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers. He retired as
a major with sérvice in Palestine and
Rhine Army behind him. At one
stage he worked with Sir Ronald
Bailey, inventor of the famous
bridge system.

When he left the Army to become
a civil servant, Stan.went on to work
on hovercraft and finally returned to
Rhine Army where he has been
responsible for railway equipment
and amphibious bridges.

A proud momenl for Slgnalman Reshan Bahadur Gurung, at 22 years of age
the youngest soldier working in HQ 48th Brigade Communications Centre at
Sek Kong, as, on behalf of his unit, he receives a gold Comstar award from
Air Chief-Marshal Sir Ruthven Wade, Chief of Personnel and Logistics at the
Ministry of Defence.

The Comstar award scheme is designed to encourage efficiency in com-
munications centres throughout the Services. To earn it a unit has to maintain
a faultless record for message handling over a six-month period.

And Barry is in

the gold as well

Private Barrie Bulch (18) of the
Army Catering Corps, attached to 4
Light Regiment, Royal Artillery,
has been presented with the Duke
of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme gold
medal at Buckingham Palace by the
Duke himself.

Educated at Usworth Com-

prehensive School, Washington,
Barriec won his bronze and silver
medals at schodl. When he joined
the Army in 1974 he continued to
compete in the scheme and com-
pleted his course with a 65-mile
expedition over Dartmoor in Sep-
tember 1975.

HERON

Training Manager, (Dept SOL)

HERON SERVICE STATIONS LIMITED

Heron Training Centre, 174-179 Clapham Park Road, London SW4 7EX. Tel : 01-622 2346

A FIRST CLASS TRAINING FOR
EX-SERVICE MEN & WOMEN IN

SERVICE STATION
MANAGEMENT

BTOP SALARY @ GENEROUS BONUSES W PENSION SCHEME W PROMOTION
PROSPECTS B PLUS OTHER FRINGE BENEFITS l COMPANY CAR (if you work
in London or the Home Counties after 6 months as a Manager)
HERON is young. It's growing fast. It's well established and already sets the pace
other petrol retailers must follow.
With 170 service stations in operation and a further hundred planned, we are looking
for ambitious determined men and women, aged 21-40. Education and previous

experience do not matter.

For asecure job in your area, with a good future, ring or write to :
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Hong Kong farewells

Acting talent has never been
regarded as a military attribute, yet
51st Infantry Brigade’s farewell con-
cert party revealed a surprising
degree of expertise on the stage.

‘Final Fling’ it was called and
‘Final Fling’ it was, marking the
demise yet again of 5lst Infantry
Brigade. The brigade has been
formed a number of times, serving in
World War. Two, Cyprus, Brunei
and, from 1968 until this month, in
Hong Kong.

Every unit and nearly every indi-
vidual contributed in some way to
mark the disbandment in an unusual
but highly successful way.

Its Gun Club Hill Barracks gym-
nasium was transformed by 1st Bat-
talion, The Light Infantry, with the
help of the Composite Ordnance
Depot and 50 Command Work-
shop, into a beautifully decorated
period concert hall. The turns were
split equally between the units of

tures on News 16.

the brigade (which consists of 50%
British, 25% Gurkha and 25%
Chinese soldiers) and a music hall
production by the Garrison Players,
Hong Kong's premier amateur
dramatic society.

There were Chinese lion dances,
Gurkha traditional dances, barber-
shop quartets from the teaching
staff of the Army schools and hilari-
ous original sketches from officers’
and sergeants’ messes of the battal-
ions. The second act consisted of
sketches from ‘Molly’s Music Hall,’
by the Garrison Players.

The Army Catering Corps served
500 meals in 3§ minutes at the inter-
val of each performance and pretty
girls in period costumes from Queen
Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing
Corps and the Women’s Royal
Army Corps served 4000 pints of
beer over the three nights!

More about Hong Kong depar-

i e

St. John's College

Horsham, Sussex

Independent boarding & day school for boys 7-18
Preparation for G.C.E. 'O’

& ‘A’ Levels, CSE, C.E.

by qualifiea Staff in small classes. The College is set among 75 acres of
beautiful Sussex countryside, 1 mile from Horsham, with extensive playin
fields and sports facilities. Special provision is made for the sons o
parents stationed abroad and an efficient courier service is provided to and
from air terminals.
Prospectus: The Secretary, St. John's College, Coolhurst, Horsham, Sussex.
Tel: Horsham 2424,

For the third time, Céptafn‘ Jim Robinson says goodbye to the

Military Corrective Training Centre on Stonecutters Island,
Hong Kong, and this time for good.

He served there as a company
sergeant-major in 1967, then as
regimental sergeant-major, and
finally as the last commandant.

Now the centre has been closed,
as part of the recent reduction in the
size of the Hong Kong Garrison.
Although according to the picture
an inmate may have been forgotten!

The centre traces its origin to the
Combined Military Penal Estab-
lishment which started in the former
Murray Barracks on Hong Kong
Island after World War Two and
which housed Japanese war crimi-
nals as well as British Service law-
breakers.

It moved to Stonecutters Island in
1969 and soon after this changed its
name to Military Corrective Train-
ing Establishment.

Stonecutters Island lies in Hong
Kong harbour, between the con-
crete jungles of Victoria and Kow-
loon.

It was an artillery stronghold
before World War Two, part of the
defences of Hong Kong, and the
centre is in the old battery camp.

The ex-Military Corrective Train-
ing Centre now has a new role, as
outdoor pursuits centre for the Ser-
vice schools in Hong Kong.

St. Andrew’s School

Girls' Independent Day and

MALTON, YORKSHIRE.

Boarding School (Recognised)

ERV
The School is situated on the outskirts of Malton, within easy reach of the open country,
and of Scarborough, York and Leeds. The Schoel is in spacious grounds, with new
Laboratory, Domestic Science Department and good sports facilities. Main School
11-18 years, prepares girls for ‘O’ and ‘A’ level G.C.E. and University Entrance. Pre-
paratory Department 4-11 years, Day Boys 4-84 years. Girl Boarders from 7 years of age.

THORNLOW SCHOOL

Buxton Road, Weymouth, Dorset.

JUNIOR AND SENIOR SCHOOLS

Recognised by The Department of Education and Science.

An efficient boys’ independent school for dn; and boarding pupils on the Dorset
coast. Junior School from 5 (boarding from 7) and Senior School from 11 to 17,
Pupils must satisfy entrance requirement standard. Very good results at G.C.E.
Modern classrooms plus carpenters” shop, library, well-equipped -science labora-
tory and large gymnasium. There are seven acres of grounds and sportsfields
affording good facilities for Soccer, Hockey, Cricket and Athletics. There is
a fencing club with a first class coach and a niiinTg club owning its own boats.
Prospectus from Secretary. (Tel: Weymouth 2977). i

EXCLUSIVE

T-Shirts

SHORT SLEEVED

Promote your Unit/Club with Shirts
designed to your Personal Requirements

Free Art Service

Top Class Merchandise
Minimum Order Only 3 Dozen

]

Write or Phone for Brochure to MILLSHORE DESIGNS LTD.
38/42 Meyrick Road, London, NW10 2EJ 01-459 0697

Sweat Shirts
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* |deal Casual or Sportswear
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Jerricans phased out

The faithful old jerrican has had its day. Over the next few
years the can will be phased out in favour of a more elaborate
system involving a pipeline network, expanding fabric storage
tanks and a fleet of road tankers of three sizes.

The old system of transporting
petrol in small containers, even to
the front line, is now considered
time-consuming and costly.

The first production model of the
biggest tanker, a 28-ton Foden
which can carry 22,500 litres of pet-
rol at a time, has just arrived at the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps Pet-
roleum Centre, West Moors.

At West Moors, the Royal Army
Ordnance Corps has been given the
enormous job of teaching the rest of
the Army to use the new equipment.
For officers, this means an‘intensive
course on all aspects of petrol.

Training will g:casier for the sol-

diers who will actually man the new
fleet. Because the soldiers are
trained in a much wider field of pet-
roleum subjects, unit instructors
only will be trained at West Moors
who will then return to train
driver-operators,

“It’s a huge task,” said Major Ian
Ross at the centre. “The new system
has to be implemented by 1980.”

The three different sizes of ve-
hicles will be used in a relay system.
The biggest tanker (right) will move
the fuel from the pipelines which
already exist all over Europe to
camouflaged forward fabric tank
complexes.

Some of these fabric tanks can
store as much as 30,000 gallons of
petrol at a time.

The fuel is then transferred to
12,000-litre tankers (below, right)
which in turn transfer to more man-
oeuvrable POD trucks (below). The
PODs are simply trucks with their
own tanks and storage equipment.
They can refuel directly into tanks
and other front-line vehicles.

The first 28-tonner is a left-hand
drive model for Rhine Army.

MOFFATS SCHOOL BEWDLEY WORCESTERSHIRE
LLA.P.S. boys’ preparatory school 7 to 13+

High standards of work and discipline. Advantages for service children:

small classes give individual care and family atmosphere

100% boarding means a settled life

varied activities cover spare time and weekends

short half-term break solves problems for parents overseas

complete service to parents, including advice on future schools.

All games, and riding on 200-acre Home Farm.

Prospectus from the Headmasters

* x o

Telephone: Kinlet (029924) 230

moved or telephone

POSTED TO GERMANY?
Our furniture removal vans go every week with part loads.
For details of our door to door service and our containerized
storage system please write with details of quantity to be

" Quidenham 246 (reverse charges). Telex 975147
WILFRED FOULGER LTD, QUIDENHAM, NORWICH

BADGES, PLAQUES, TIES & SCARVES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks, also attractive WALL
PLAQUESand CARBADGES, from £4.25each. Fine quality Saxony WRAPS, inregimental
colours (Lengthwise style 60" x 10”) from £3.00 each. Regimental TIES £2.00 Tervlene
(R.A. flash £2.25) £3.00 silk reppe; striped design. Please add VAT for UK orders.
Send S.A.E. for Services price list.

D. J. PARKINSON H.M. Services Hand Embroiderers
(Dept. S.) 124, VALLEY DRIVE, BRIGHTON BN5 5FF, SUSSEX
Callers (a.m. only): 15 Albert Rd., Brighton 1 (Phone 27180)

We have a special Department dealin
It has been established for man
advertisement and we shall be

Reynolds Motors €&

New Road Dagenham Essex

pne Al Ranlcs s e rR T e B Rl G AW b s P Model required ........ a b iaay
Home use

INTIHOBBG 2. SR e e T e o T or Export vin e o e e ente g Nl Rl

g with the supply of Ford vehicles to Service Personnel.
y years and has hundreds of satisfied customers. Fill in and post this
pleased to quote our special terms.

01-592 6655 MAIN DEALERS
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Survival in deepest Surrey

Tony Robson, an Expeditionary Forces Institutes/Royal Army Ordnance
Corps reservist who normally works in Naafi's personnel department, will
now be able to dish up tea in the howling winds and snow of the Arctic.
Fifteen members of Naafi/EF1 took part in a weekend exercise, on the art of
living in Arctic Norway, at the Naafi training centre near Esher, in Surrey,
The course, codenamed Frigid Air, was conducted by instructors from 48

AMEF/L Company, RAOC, Devizes.

The Naafi men were shown how to use Arctic gear and undertook a ten-

mile route march in full kit through the Surrey stockbroker belt.
; & e %

eei the new

English teachers

Two 15-year-old Queen’s
School pupils have been
broadcasting English to the
Germans.

Timothy Wawman (left),
son of Lieutenant-Colonel
and Mrs Ronald Wawman,
and Philomena Ryan, daugh-
ter of Sergeant and Mrs
George Ryan, both from
Rheindahlen, have been tak-
ing part in West Deutsche
Rundfunk English-for-
Schools broadcasts.

Philomena, whose father works at
11 Signals Unit. Communications
Centre at Joint Headquarters was
selected and broadcast last year.
Timothy started his sessions with
West Deutsche Rundfunk this year,
His fatheg is based at Medical Direc-
torate, HO BAOR.

West Déutsche Rundfunk broad-
casts two programmes — English
for juniors and English for seniors
— and uses short plays to demon-
strate structures of the language.
German schools obtain booklets giv-
ing texts and vocabulary and native
speakers are employed ‘to give
authenticity,

Becomea
SystemsEngineer

industry and commerce. Each and every customer relies
onateam of ICL Field Engineers - and we need more of
them right now in London and in the main provincial cities
throughout the UK

And vou will get the tremendous feeling of satisfaction
which comes from using all your technical expertise, tact
and personality - and from knowing that, as a
representative of ICL, you are important.

You could be a Systems Engineer of the future, if vou
are an Electronics Engineer, aged 18-35, with a minimum
of one of the following:
® Cityand Guilds or ONC in electronics.
® Acompleted electronic engineering apprenticeship.
® Two years' electronic engineering experience.
® AnHMForces’ electronics training. Reference TS1064A

We supply systems to governments, universities, research.

You will be given athorough training on ICL equipment.

Foran application form phone Fred Bamett on 01-788 7272
extension 4044; orwrite to him, quoting the appr priate
reterence, atICL, 85/91 Upper Richmond Road, Putney,
London SW15 2Tt

Interested in computers?

Lectureon

Computer Servicing

We are looking for Lecturers to teach the practicalities of

computer servicing.

You will be based at our Enginee
Letchworth, Herts — the largest of its kind in Europe.Here
you will be given a c omprehensive groundingin
computer technology in general and ICL equipmentin

particular, )

You willbe thoroughly prepared to train engineersto
the point where they will be capable of maintaining
computers at the optimum operational specification.

L'allv, youwill have an HNC or Forc es'trainingina
technical subject. Any experience of digital electronics,
computers orinstructing on these subjects, while not
essential, will be useful. Fluency in written and spoken
French or German would be a distinct advantage but is

s

not essential.

We'll start you as an Assistant Lecturer on a salary of
not less than £3800 a year, You'll be enc ouraged and
expected to progress to the position of Senior
Lecturer which carries a salary in excess of £5000.
Relocation expenses will be considered
where appropriate. Reference TS10648B.

International Computers

think computers-think ICL

ring Training Centre in
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Coo, a new recruit

The latest recruit to join 49 Field
Regiment, Royal Artillery, is a
pigeon which pays daily visits to the
regimental operations room in the
centre of Belfast.

During the regiment’s four-month
tour, the pigeon has been a constant
companion to ops room staff in the

Grand Central Hotel, and has kept
them amused with his favourite trick
of sliding down the sloping city
centre map on the ops officer’s desk.
Pigeons have often been con-
scripted into the Army in the past as
messengers but this is thought to be
the first time one has volunteered.

Battle Abbey School, Battle, East Sussex (esT.1912)

Independent Public School for Girls aged 10-18. Recognised by the Department of
Education and Science. Happy atmosphere encouraging personal development —
small classes leading to good GCE and CSE results. Admission by examination and
confidential report. Scholarship available.

Your children are in good hands.

Salisbury House, set in 10 acres of beautiful grounds at Childwall,
an attractive residential area on the outskirts of Liverpool, takes
boys and girls aged 5 to 11 at £195 a term for board (eligible

for Forces Grant), with free education, in one of the North West's
most pleasant, modern, Church of England primary schools,
The school is in the same building as the boarding establishment
and off a wide range of sporting and other activities, Stress
is laid character fi ion, and the school has an excellent
record of academic success. Send for the prospectus and leave your
children in good hands

®
Salisbury House
Junior Boarding School for Boys & Girls
Woolton Rd Liverpool L16 OJD 051722 2317
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AL IN THE FAMILY
with
ANNE ARMSTRONG

Christmas 1976 will certainly
remembered in the Lund family. For
the Bradford couple it will always be
the time they doubled the size of
their family.

Pictured here at Royal Air Force
Hospital Wegberg in West Germany
are Trevor and Susanne Lund with
the three new additions to their fami-
ly. They already have a 21-month-
old son, James.

The girl triplets, Jill (5Ib loz),
Alexandra (41b 11o0z), and Catherine
(3Ib 110oz) were born just before
Christmas.

All but Catherine went home for
Christmas at Krefeld where Trevor
serves as a corporal with 16 Signal
Regiment.

““We first knew about the triplets
four weeks ago,”” said Trevor. ““It
came as a bit of a shock but Susanne
and I are very pleased.”

A fri

ple
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award

Six boys from two troops in British
Scouts Western Europe have won

their Chief Scout’s Award. General
Sir Frank King, Commander-in-

Chief of British Army of the Rhine
and Commissioner for BSWE,
makes the presentations (left).

He presented certificates to

David Bell, Andrew Mayer, John
Ashbridge, Michael Mills and
Andrew Mills of the 1st Wildenrath
Troop, and Stephen Baldwin of the
1st Moenchengladbach Troop.

Anne’s view

Remember that piece of news
from the Department of Health and
Social Security last month about
family income supplement and how
it can be paid abroad? I hear that
already they have received enquiries
which will hopefully end up with
families receiving a back payment.
Thank you, DHSS.

19 B g 1

The Christmas Fair organised
jointly by the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst, and the Guild
of St Helena raised £1900 for Army
and local charities. The fair, opened
by Kenneth Kendall, was in the
Civic Hall, Camberley.

1R AT Y

PS12 tells me that since October
1976, a.widow can be offered up to
£200 as an advance from gratuity by
the visiting officer if she should need
immediate financial interest. This
applies both at home and overseas.

Guidance for playgroup leaders is
given in two new publications from
the Pre-school Playgroups Associa-
tion. Both booklets, ‘The Business
Side of Playgroups’ and ‘Notes for
Playgroup Leaders and Commit-
tees’ cost 40p each from the PPA,
Alford House, Aveline Street, Lon-
don SE11.

EF i1

There have been a few changes in
claiming child benefit recently.
Child tax allowances for children
under 11 will not end in April 1977.
Instead, it is proposed to reduce
child tax allowance by £104 for the
first child and £130 for each other
child. These reductions will be made
whether or not you claim child

benefit.
98 B 5 BT B

Are you aware that if your hus-
band is leaving the Army after six or
more years he has a compulsory
resettlement interview 18 months to
two years before hé is due for
release? It is acceptable for a wife to
attend this interview as well.

Child interim benefit will end in
April 1977, but those who are get-
ting that benefit will get the same
amount (£1.50) in child benefit.
They will get a letter from the
Department of Health and Social
Security telling them what to do.

Oooag

Families, now’s your chance to
cash in on those auctions of suTIus
Service furniture.

There are two sales in the
immediate future, both on RAF sta-
tions. The first is on Thursday 27
January at RAF West Drayton, and
the second on Tuesday 1 February
at RAF Colerne.

But remember that admission for
viewing and to the sale is by

catalogue only, available (price 20p -

plus 10p postage) from the
auctioneers and salerooms.
Auctioneers at West Drayton are
Fuller, Horsey, Sons & Cassell, 52
Bow Lane, London EC4 9ET, and
at Colerne, Hobbs & Chambers, ‘At
the Sign of the Bell,” Market Place,
Cirencester, Gloucestershire.




Thanks to hot pot helpers

Mrs P is diabetic, blind and has lost a leg. But for a group of
Army wives, she might not even have a square meal from one

week to the next.

This highlights the complaint I
hear so often that wives of service-
men do little to help the community
because they are always on the
move. This may be so, but do not
forget the wide variety of help which
a great many Service wives do give.

The meals-on-wheels service is a
case in point. Throughout Britain
there are many Service wives who
devote time each week to make sure
that their local sick and immobile
get a hot meal, see a cheerful face,
and above all hear a few kind words.
Not forgetting of course that the
service is a vital link for the social
services, doctors and voluntary
organisations who may be able to
help.

To see a group of these wives in
action, I went to Tidworth garrison
where 28 meals are distributed
every Tuesday and Friday to local
old-age pensioners whose names
have been supplied by the social
services.

The task falls to a team of 12
wives who collect the meals from
Tidworth Military Hospital for dis-
tribution.

My escort for the day was Mrs
Jane Younger, a mother of three,
who started in September and is the
newest member of the group.

She explained that there are two
rounds, one to cottages and the local
old people’s home and the other to a
number of village homes.

But before we started we picked
up Mrs Dora Ford, the service
organiser, who was busy in the
community centre preparing the
pensioners’ Christmas party. The

arty was paid for from a donation
y the garrison thrift shop. The ser-
vice itself has no funds.

“I had done meals on wheels in
Arborfield,” explained Mrs Ford,
“so when the last organiser left, she
asked for a volunteer to take over,

and here I am 18 months later. J

“With my husband at present in
Northern Ireland, and my ten-

year-old son Karl at school, I felt
this was something I could do to
help the community.

“We have a meeting every three
months to plan the rosters, iron out
any problems and if necessary con-
tact our excc]lent area supervisor.

“We have a large problem at the
moment and would be grateful if
anyone can help with a solution.
Tidworth Hospital is closing in
March and as all the meals are
cooked there two days a week, we
will need a kitchen.

“I am trying to find a kitchen in
the Tidworth area so that we can
continue the service. At the
moment, unless something turns up,
it may mean we will have to collect
the meals from Luggershall. This

able, the latter hopelessly inade-
quate and expensive. The
expense for civilian families can
be covered by the hospital social
worker, League of Friends, or
civilian car service, but again I
do not believe Army hospitals
look into this aspect of the prob-
lem which can be acute for the
junior ranks.

Perhaps this is a problem not
encountered by families in other
garrisons. I am sure that if it is an
Army-wide problem, it is one

( Dear Anne

As a foster mother of Army
families’ children I was asked to
provide day care for two-year-
old twins.

It appeared that the mother of
the twins also had an eight-
year-old boy who had been dis-
charged from hospital after a
serious accident.

However, the boy was still on
crutches and needed to attend
the hospital as an out-patient,
several days a week. The mother
became exhausted trying to cope
with her family especially as she
had to take the twins along to
the hospital too.

She found that she had to take
a taxi to the hospital because she
could not get any Army trans-
port, nor was the local bus ser-
vice at all convenient. This
seemed to me to be quite an
extraordinary situation,

On enquiry, I found that the
SSAFA social worker often
heard of similar cases but that
Army families were expected to
rel% on unit transport.

here are cases referred to
hospitals from garrisons, and
these too are expected to make
their way to the hospital in unit,
or public, transport. The former
N frequently is obviously not avail-

which the military authorities
would be glad to hear about and

to do their best to put right.
Incidentally, I noticed that in
the recent leaflet on child
benefit, issued in September
1976, it says “If you or one of
your family have to attend hospi-
tal as a patient you may be able
to get help with fares — for
details ask at the hospital. ... "
So I imagine that all military
hospitals will in future be able to

assist families in this respect.
Felicity Brown

I have received word from
UKLF that they are looking into
the problem raised in this letter
and hope to publish their reply in
the March issue.

Extracts from a letter from
Belize . . .

Belize, that romantic sounding
little chunk of the Common-
wealth in the Caribbean, is dirty,
smelly and ugly, but at the same
time fascmatmg

So says' Penny Notley, one of
the few soldiers’ wives stationed
on the last British outpost on the
American mainland.

She and her family live at Air-
port Camp, some 12 miles out of
Belize City and bang next door

Readers’ letters

to the international airport. On
the camp are five officers’ and
four sergeants’ quarters.

“The quarters don’t look
much from the outside, but are
very pleasant inside,” she says.
“Airport Camp has one of the
two swimming pools in the coun-
try as well as tennis courts,
squash courts, cricket fields, and
a play park for the children.

“The camp is built on a swamp
so sandflies and mosquitoes are
a problem. However the hygiene

squad usually comes round and
smokes the areas
quarters twice daily.

“The people in these quarters
are witﬁ Force HQ and do
18-month tours while the rest of
the men — some 900 — are on
unaccompanied tours of up to six
months.

“In Belize City itself there are
at present three officers’ and one
sergeant’s family in hirings.
Mostly these houses are on the
sub-standard side and furnish-
ings are inadeguate too. In the
city is gathered the most amaz-
ing amount of nationalities,
there is a great deal of socialising
and the exchange of cultures is.
fascinating.

“Belize City is mostly wooden
and termite-ridden but a few
concrete houses are going up
now.

It’s dirty, it’s smelly, it's ugly
— vyet it's fascinating. All
imported goods are very expen-
sive, but Belize grows its own
spice — the tastiest I have ever
had. Its main export is sugar.

“The best part of Belize is the
cays, the sandy off-shore islands
where the humidity vanishes and
where the sands are clean and
white and the sea all colours of
green and blue — in fact all that
you imagine the Caribbean to
be.

“The main difficulty here is

round the N\_

-will involve a lot of extra work for
the volunteers and less of a service
to the pensioners.”

The menu for the day was Irish
hot pot, mashed potatoes, cabbage,
with steam pudding and custard to
follow. Just the thing for a sunny but
cold day.

The menu is changed every week
and includes m:xe(f grills, roasts,
braised steak, plus salads in the
summer.

The meals are prepared in the
hospital by Army Catering Corps
cooks. The day 1 visited, Staff-
Sergeant Dennis Ifould was being
helped by Corporal Frank Hattie

and Private Eddie Briggs who also.

humped the insulated containers out

to the waiting cars.

Mrs Pat Matthews, the other
driver, could not stop to talk. “I
must go,” she said. I cannot be

late, because they worry if you are,
which is sweet of them.”

From my quick tour round it was
obvious that despite all the various
problems they may have, the grouf;
was determined to keep cheerfu
which turned the drive mto a long
series of happy visits.

It was alsojobvious that the ser-
vice was working. The pensioners
were delighted to see a friendly face
and have a chat. As one said to me,
the 20p cost of the meal was worth it
every time. ‘‘The meal is hot, fresh
and delicious and it is brought by
such charming people.”

In all, it took about two hours to
complete the deliveries to 28 pen-
sioners by the group of wives and
Army Catering Corps cooks. Hope-
fully this service will not die just for
the lack of a kitchen in Tidworth.
However volunteers are always
needed.

If you think you can help in any
way, please contact Mrs Ford on
Tidworth 2487. - -

Picture shows Staff Ifould hump-
ing a food container to Pat Mat-
thews’s car. Organiser Mrs Ford
helps Mrs Jane Younger load her
car.

boredom. You have so much
spare time with little to do with
it. It is essential to have indoor
hobbies as the climate does not
encourage many outdoor
activities.

“There are two private
schools and those of us" with
children send them to these. The
education is good with the ‘three
R’s’ but sadly lacking in other
subjects. Dismrlme is very rigid.
Once the children master the
local tongue, Creole, they settle
down and do quite well, and.they
mix with all nationalities which is
advantageous. But once the
children reach 13 it would be
essential to leave them behind in
England.

“I think that 18 months here is
enough, and I feel that when we
leave, the gladness will outweigh
the sadness.”

Penny Notley
Belize

On good authority I hear that
Penny Notley is working with the
disabled in Belize. She teaches
macramé and was asked to show
her batik work at the opening of
a local boutique. Belize will cer-
tainly miss her when she returns
to England this month. )
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Guards end yet another era

The final parade of 2nd Bat-
talion, Grenadier Guards, in
Hong Kong not only marked
the end of their two-year

tour, but the end of an era.

Under the terms of the 1975
defence costs agreement between
the British and Hong Kong govern-
ments, the Grenadiers will not be
ref)iaced, leaving three Gurkha bat-
talions and 1st Battalion, The Light
Infantry, in Hong Kong.

Stanley Fort, the barracks which
the Grenadiers occupied during
their tour, will not remain empty,
however. The Light Infantry are
already in the process of moving
from their noisy Gun Club Barracks
in Kowloon to the quiet, lovely
peninsula on which Stanley Fort is
situated. At the same time, Gun
Club Barracks is becoming the
home of smaller units moving from
various barracks in the Kowloon
area which are gradually being
handed over to the Hong Kong
Government.

The Grenadiers marked their
departure with a simple but impres-
sive parade (right) on a bright,
warm day before the Commander
British Forces, Lieutenant-General
Sir John Archer.

The Grenadiers have come home
to Chelsea Barracks.

Star and Garter
says thanks

The band of the Royal Military
School of Music, Kneller Hall, has
been presented with a certificate for
distinguished service by the Star and
Garter Home at Richmond.

The band has given a concert for
the seriously disabled servicemen
and staff at the home on Richmond
Hill each Christmas since 1924,
except during World War Two.

As well as the certificate, the
badge of the home was presented to
Colonel M ff Woodhead, School
of Music Commandant, by Major-
General John Sheffield, Star and
Garter Commandant.

General Sheffield said the band
had for more than 50 years made a
notable and greatly valued contribu-
tion to the welfare and enjoyment of
the patients at the home.

Citizen’s arrest
uncovers crime ring

Just a couple of days after arriving in Germany to take up his new appoint-

ment as General Staff Officer 2 (Public Relations) in 4th Division, Major Mike

Pavitt foiled a bag-snatching attempt in true adventure-book style.

““My predecessor was running me around in his car show-
ing me the Naafi’s location and various stores and banks and
we were, in fact, on the way back to the office when I spotted

the incident several seconds before it happened.

“We were passing a bank and an
old lady came out through the door
closely followed by a youth who
seemed to be acting rather suspici-
ously. He spoke to her and she tried
to push him away; he then snatched
her handbag and ran. Fortunately at
this time the car was going quite
slowly and I managed to jump out

MANOR CARAVANS

March along to us

Cl CARAVANS DEALER FOR
NORTH LONDON & HERTFORDSHIRE
SPRITE EUROPA ECCLES FAIRHOLME
NEW & USED CARAVANS
FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES
EXPORT, CREDIT, REPAIRS — CI WARRANTY
STORAGE SITES AVAILABLE.

Manor Caravans — Tel Hoddesdon 41616
74 High Road, Wormley, Broxbourne,

Hertfordshire

_ A Member of the Manor Group of Companies

BAGPIPE OR BRASS BAND
INSTRUMENTS AND ANYTHING IN
UNIFORM NEEDS OR
EMBROIDERED REGALIA

Competitive Rates
Write for free catalogue to

GEOFFREY ENTERPRISES,
RAILWAY ROAD,
SIALKOT PAKISTAN
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and chase him. Luckily I caught him
and held him until the police came.”

It was not until after the arrest,
however, that the full value of
Major Pavitt’s actions became
known. Following the police’s
immediate investigations they broke
a professional ring of housebreakers
and bag-snatchers led and organised
by a Fagin-type character who took
in young offenders, newly released
from prison, and tutored them in
criminal practice in true Dickens
style.

At a meeting of the district police
committee, official thanks were
expressed to Major Pavitt by the
Oberkreisdirektor (the chairman of
the committee).

“Major Pavitt’s action in stopping
the fugitive,” he said, “has put the
police on the track of three crimi-
nals, two of whom have already
been arrested. Through his initiative
he has supported the German
authorities in a praiseworthy way.”

The Oberkreisdirektor, Herr Dr
Ragati, then presented Major Pavitt
with a letter of appreciation and two
LPs of organ and traditional music
locally produced.

A spontaneous action of appreci-

ation was also made by the well-

known artist Wolfgang Heinrich
who visited Major Pavitt’s office to

present him with one of his own

aintings “‘as a citizen’s thank-you
or the brave actions.”
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The two soldiers who conquered Everest, and the leader of the
Lieutenant-Colonel Anthony Streather, The Gloucester- £
Service Regiment pair who reached the summit — Sergeant
The full list is as follows:
KCB: Lieutenant-General R C
(now retired), Major-General G
Dixon (Chief of Staff-designate,
Brigade of Gurkhas), Major-
CBE: Brigadier N A Butler, Col-
Colonel P E Gerahty (now retired),
Anderson, The Royal Scots
Lieutenant-Colonel 1 A Christie,
7th Duke of Edinburgh's Own
Green Jackets; Lieutenant-Colonel
both Royal Corps of Transport;
Colonel (QM) J E Humphreys,
Infantry; Lieutenant-Colonel J A A
Colonel R Q M Morris, 16th/5th
Royal Signals; Lieutenant-Colonel
Streather, Lieutenant-Colonel C J
MBE: Captain A J Abbott, Warrant
Army Air Corps; Captain A M
Queen’s Dragoon Guards; Major G
1 R Middleton-Jones, Major R J
Transport; Major D F L Bonney,
Royal Engineers; Warrant Officer 1
Regiment; Captain R G Church,
Regiment; Major R S Clarke, Major

Army’s expedition, are among the 119 Army names in the * : it
New Year honours list. ; 3 :
shire Regiment, is made an Officer of the Order of the British
Empire. The British Empire Medal goes to the Special Air
John (‘Brummy’) Stokes and Corporal (now Sergeant)
Michael (‘Bronco’) Lane.
GCB: General Sir John Gibbon,
Master-General of the Ordnance.
Ford, Military Secretary,
CB: Major-General R W T Britten
Burch (Deputy Master-General of
the Ordnance), Major-General R L
HQ AFNORTH), Major-General
R W L McAlister (Major-General
General D J St M Tabor (GOC
Eastern District).
onel S H Chapman, Colonel D A B
Crawford, Brigadier B N L Fletcher,
Brigadier D B Rendell.
OBE: Lieutenant-Colonel R B
Dragoon Guards; Colonel K M
Burnett, Army Cadet Force;
The King’s Own Scottish Borderers;
Lieutenant-Colonel T A Coghill,
Gurkha Rifles; Lieutenant-Colonel
I D Corden-Lloyd, The Royal
M NV Duddridge, Lieutenant-
Colonel A J L Webb (now retired),
Lieutenant-Colonel D V Fanshawe,
Grenadier Guards; Lieutenant-
Royal Engineers; Lieutenant-
Colonel J F H P Johnson, The Light
Martin, Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers; Lieutenant-
The Queen’s Royal Lancers;
Lieutenant-Colonel D P Robinson,
W..J Stockton, 14th/20th King’s
Hussars; Lieutenant-Colonel H R A
Waters, both The Gloucestershire
- Regiment.
Officer 2 M J Hagger, both Intellig-
ence Corps; Major R J Abbott,
Alderton, The Royal Hussars;
Major (QM) H O Bailey, 1st The
Barnett, Royal Signals; Major
(QM) P E Barton, Warrant Officer
Theis, all Royal Military Police;
Major R C Blunt, Royal Corps of
Major I W Dunkeld, Captain D M
Gill, Major (QM) D I Oxley, all
R Campbell (now retired), Major G
D Farrell, both The Parachute
Small Arms School Corps; Warrant
Officer 1 E T F Clark, The Queen’s
J E Kendall, both The Light Infan-
try; Captain (QM) R C Edger, The

Royal Regiment of Wales;
Reverend J J Fail, Royal Army
Chaplains’ Department; Major M D
Franks, The Royal Anglian Regi-
ment; Warrant Officer 1 P D Goat,
Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers; Major S D Gray, Major
J N Knowles, Major (QM) R §
Page, all Royal Artillery; Captain G
R Hooton, Irish Guards; Major
(now Lieutenant-Colonel) M G
Hunt-Davies, 6th Queen Eliza-
beth’s Own Gurkha Rifles; Major
(QGO) Kesarsing Limbu, 7th Duke
of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles;
Major (QM) S H Kirk, The Duke of
Wellington’s Regiment; Major W J
Lees, Army Cadet Force; Major
(OM) G R Mitchell, Scots Guards;
Warrant Officer 1 T R Moxham, Sth
Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards;
Major (QM) D E M Nightingale
(now retired), Women's Royal
Army Corps; Warrant Officer I R K
Page, Major (OEO) C Robinson,
Major (Staff QM) J R Thomas, all
Royal Army Ordnance Corps; War-
rant Officer 2 R Tayler, Royal
Army Medical Corps; Warrant
Officer 2 E W Smith, Special Air
Service Regiment; Captain F ]
Smith (now retired), Combined
Cadet Force.

RRC: Brigadier ] O E Moriarty,
Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army
Nursing Corps.

ARRC: Major P Elliot, Lieutenant-
Colonel U O’Sullivan, Lieutenant-
Colonel R Sutton (retired), all
Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army
Nursing Corps.

BEM: Warrant Officer 2 M J Allen,
Sergeant S J Callan, Sergeant M
Lane, Sergeant J H Stokes, all Spe-
cial Air Service Regiment; Sergeant
K L F Beale, Royal Army Pay
Corps; Sergeant B W Breach,
Sta&-Sergeanl (now Warrant
Officer 2) J T Doran, Staff-Sergeant
G Robinson, all The Queen’s Regi-
ment; Sergeant A G Brookes,
Staff-Sergeant G R Coombs, Staff-
Sergeant M J G Elsey, Sergeant R F
N Keightley, Staff-Sergeant A Raf-
fery, Sergeant J A Robinson,
Sergeant J R Worrall, all Royal
Army Ordnance Corps; Staff-
Sergeant Chandrabahadur Gurung,
Gurkha Engineers; Sergeant J R
Cooney (now retired), The
Parachute Regiment; Staff-Sergeant
A J Crease, The Royal Scots

=

‘Bronco’ Lane

Dragoon Guards; Sergeant E W
Crosby, Corporal G A Hall, both
Intelligence Corps; Sergeant T J
Devonald, Royal Tank Regiment;
Corporal E G Dew, Sergeant E A
Lowe, Warrant Officer 2 M L Ram-
say, Lance-Corporal C Williams, all
Royal Engineers; Sergeant E
Eveleigh, Sergeant J N H Kick, both
Women'’s Royal Army Corps; War-
rant Officer 2 R Fortune, Sergeant
G J Mason, Staff-Sergeant J W
Groves, Sergeant W Venus, all
Royal Signals; Staff-Sergeant Gup-
tabahadur Thapa, 2nd King Edward
VII's Own Gurkha Rifles; Staff-
Sergeant M G E Hobday, The
Royal Hussars; Staff-Sergeant A

s

‘Brug_my’ Stokes

Iles, The Royal Green Jackets;
Staff-Sergeant R H Johnston,
Sergeant D B Miller, Staff-Sergeant
E O’Higgins, ' Staff-Sergeant T G
Upham, all Royal Corps of Trans-
port; Warrant Officer 1
Leadbeater (now retired), The
Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regiment; Staff-Sergeant
J Lester, Royal Pioneer Corps;
Staff-Sergeant N J Longstaff, Royal
Electrical and echanical
Engineers; Sergeant James Mackay,
Royal Artillery; Sergeant D Poul-
ton, Royal Military Police; Sergeant
G A Scott, The Royal Irish Ran-
ers; Warrant Officer 2 J J Wragg
%now retired), Coldstream Guards.

N .
Write or

Fantastic:

FUND RAISERS 5

Raise money for your club, charity or organisation

2 GOOD PRIZES, GOOD PROFITS l
INSTANT PAYOUT — NO WAITING

phone for new FREE BROCHURES and

samples of our established range of over 20 different

types of tickets selling at 5p & 10p. Pontoon, Super

Pontoon, Green Shield Stamps Pontoon, Bandit,

Jackpots, 13 Football Results, Poker, Mini Bingo,

Beer, Lucky 7, Tenner Bingo, Winning Post and Six

Shot Bandit.

Gross profits from £25 to £81 per set,

Guarantee : All sets of tickets are guaranteed to .

contain the appropriate quantity of winners

LAKELAND INVESTMENTS B

THE DISTRIBUTORS & WHOLESALERS

DEPT SO 5-7 NEW YORK ROAD, LEEDS LS2 7PL .

Tel: Leeds 34230 Answering Service when closed

Leeds (0532) 706821

Canoes, Dinghies, Kayaks,
Punts, Kayel Kits

S.A.E. for catalogue.

GRANTA BOATS (S)
Ramsey, Huntingdon, Cambs,
Tel: Ramsey 813777

serve They work always . . .

Delivered duty paid U.K.
contact:-

ZIPPO LIGHTERS
ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH YOUR
REGIMENTAL CREST

The original petrol windproof lighter. Lifetime service for those who
or Zippo fix them free,

Minimum Engraved Order — 50,
or duty free overseas.,
W. A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD.

36 HERTFORD STREET, LONDON W1Y 7TG.
Exclusive suppliers of Zippo Products to the British Armed Forces.

For full details

Tel. 01-493 7471.
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The gathering gloom of a
winter afternoon drew a
frosty veil over the Army’s
1-6 hammering at the hands
— or rather, feet — of a

Chelsea hammer Army

The result was no surprise with
the London soccer side fielding
players such as Charley Cooke and
Bill Garner and the Army did well
to put a goal past John Phillips in
the number one shirt. This was the
work of Lance-Corporal Derek

Meldrum (Black Watch) in the 20th
minute after a defence mix-up by
Chelsea.

strong Second Division
Chelsea.

“Civvy-street? Rat-race?
They meant the same to me’

Now, working for British Nuclear
Fuels Ltd. at their Windscale & Calder
Works, he has a secure job in one of the
most picturesque corners of England.

Set on the beautiful Cumbrian
Coast, with the Lake District practically
on the doorstep, Windscale offers you a
satisfying, well-paid career with
unrivalled opportunities for outdoor
activities and a terrific social life.

Make a fresh start —
move up to Windscale

We now have vacancies for
men and women as:

% INSTRUMENT MECHANICS

required for a wide range of work covering the maintenance of
flow, level and pressure measuring instruments, electronic and
nucleonic instruments, and complex pneumatic and electronic
control systems and computers.

% FITTERS

maintenance fitters, bench fitters and machinists are required
for general chemical plant and reactor maintenance work.

3% Rate of pay - £57.70 per 40 hours, 5 day week

% Good holidays ¥ Assisted Travel Scheme

% Contributory Pension Scheme 3 Housing at Economic Rate
¥ Hostel Accommodation

Write for an application form quoting ref: SEF11/A

Works Labour Manager orring Seascale 333, Extension 6228
between 8.30 and 4.00 p.m. on any weekday.

BRITISH NUCLEAR FUELS LTD

Windscale and Calder Works, Sellafield, Nr. Seascale, Cumbria

With key defender Alan Goucher
relegated to the touchline with a
groin injury which kept him out of
the match, and an off-form Dave
Blanche unselected, the Army

struggled to keep up with the nippy
youngsters from Chelsea.
Newcomer Corporal Kenny Seed
harried the opposition like a terrier
but time

and again Chelsea shot

holes through the weakened Army
defence and had the measure of
their attacks which lacked the
determination and flair the front
line is capable of.

Soccer Results
Army 2, Cornwall 2

Army 4, Oxford University 0
Army 2, Slough Town 6

Picture shows the Army packing
their goal to stem one of those
attacks.

After the match the Army camp
was philosophical about its defeat
contenting itself with the satisfac-
tion of having had the experience of
playing a top-class side whose
sportsmanship, incidentally, was a
credit to soccer’s battered image.

Army: Tpr Dave Steadman, Cpl
Paul Whitaker, Cpl Dave Stacey,
Cpl Aly MacDonald, Spr G

= .\; |

PART OF THE WEIR LODGE GROUP

1 Bridge Street, Walton-on-Thames i

Ashbridge, Cpl Mickey Doig, L/Cpl
Alec Hamilton, Cpl Kenny Seed,
QMSI Alf Coulton, SSI L. Worby,
L/Cpl D Meldrum. Substitute: Cpl
Peter Moore.

Chelsea: John Phillips, Steve Per-
kins, John Sparrow, John Bump-
stead, Micky Droy, John Dempsey,
Lee Frost, Charley Cooke, Tommy
Langley, Bill Garner, Clive Walker.

Substitute: Trevor Aylott. Scorers:
Langley, Bumpstead (2), Garner,
Walker, Aylott.

Junior Tankies
win again

For the second year running the
Junior Leaders’ Regiment, Royal
Armoured Corps, of Bovington
Camp, Dorset, has won the Army
Junior Leaders’ Football Cup. This

,year the young soldiers from Boving-

ton retained the trophy by beating
the Junior Guardsmen Wing 4-2 in
the final at Aldershot. The regiment
also won the cup in 1957.

Writers’ award

The Montreal Olympic gold medal-
list modern pentathlon team led by
Army veteran Sergeant Jim Fox has
been awarded the British
Sportswriters Association team
award as sportsmen of the year.

be sure of

prices from
and we part exchange
write to Doreen Winte

for further information.

you can
keenest

name

address

home[] export[] used[]

' Walton Lodge Garage,

2

L Surrey. Tel: 42881 3

SUPER 8 HOME MOVIES

THE RISE and FALL of HITLERS GERMANY i

Join our film club and own films like
above. Huge Selection — all sub-
jects — big discounts. Send just 50p
for membership and catalogues.
Sound, Silent, B & W, Colour.

MAILMASTER FILMS
(Dept. S),
69, Long Lane, London EC1A 9EJ.
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Army still in the cold

The Army was represented in the
Armed Services volleyball tourna-
ment, a first-ever made possible by
the long-awaited recognition by the
RAF of a sport which already has the
official blessing of the Royal Navy
and Royal Marines.

This leaves the Army out in the
cold with followers of this popular
game striving hard to get it put on
the sporting map in their Service.

Nevertheless, a team under
Sergeant Gordon Neale, of 3rd Bat-
talion, The Royal Green Jackets,
once more took on the other three
experienced Service sides and, with
a bunch of new players in the squad,
showed continued improvement
throughout the tournament.

This was an American tourna-
ment with each team playing three
games, each of three sets. The first
game was between the Navy and
Marines with the Navy winning in
two straight sets.

Then the Army took on the
experienced RAF ‘Harriers’ and
were beaten 8-15, 7-15 although at
one stage in the second set they led
7-4. But the RAF, under national
coach Peter Lancashire, made some
changes from the bench and came
back to take the set.

Then came the Army’s first clash
with the Navy. The Army squad was
11 strong and during this match it
was decided to make sure everyone
had a game. The change in line-up,
however, seemed to sap confidence
and the Navy ran out easy winners
by two sets to love.

The Army stayed on court for the
final game against the Marines. This
was to prove their best game with
the strongest squad on court. They
narrowly lost the first set 11-15 and
their efforts were rewarded finally
in the second with a 15-9 win.

But in the last set the Army pace
slowed and they let the Marines
take an 11-6 lead before fighting
back.

Despite the crowd’s encourage-
ment, it was too late and the Army
went down 12-15. But the side was
pleased enough with the achieve-

Above: Gunner Trenank puts one
through the RAF defence.

ment of taking one set at least and

the team was voted the most
improved at the tournament.

The tournament was won by the
RAF with the Navy runners up.

Of the Army’s performance,
Sergeant Neale said: “On the whole
the team’s performance was a 200
per cent improvement on the inter-
Services games held last March.

“Warrant Officer 2 ‘Nobby’ Hill

of the Royal Signals deserves a spe-
cial mention for conjuring up a
brand-new red strip for the team."”

Now Sergeant Neale hopes to get
the squad together this month for
intensive training before the next
inter-Services tournament, to be
hosted by the Fire Services.

He is still interested in hearing
from anyone who wishes to be con-
sidered for a trial. He can be con-
tacted through 3rd Battalion, The
Royal Green Jackets, Caterham.

Fencers get to
third round

Army fencers fought their way
through to the third round of the
Sporting Record Cup championship
before being knocked out, in a con-
test attracting 32 top teams from all
over the country.

In the first round the Army met
Hydra team and beat them by 13
victories to three. In round two the
Army met Combined Circles and
won 10-0.

A hiccough in the organisation led
to the normal seeding process for the
third round being changed and a
re-draw was made for the last round
of 16 teams by direct elimination.

The Army drew Hydra under-20
team which contained three under-
20 internationals who fenced very
well indeed to beat the Army side
9-1. Lieutenant-Colonel J A G
Moore scored the only Army victory
in this match.

Representing the Army were:
Moore, Lieut I Campbell (AAC), Sgt
S Evans (16/5 L), QMSI J Larkham
(APTC).

Sweet revenge

Although the Army fielded a strong
team, they could not match the Civil
Service out to revenge last year’s
defeat. i

The Army started well with the
sabre, finishing with a six bouts to
three victory by SMI David Hughes
and QMSI John Larkham (both
APTC). Lieut-Col David Simpson
(RAOC) fenced well but could not
find his form.

The épée teams were closely
matched with the Army winnin
5-4. SSI Peter Brierley (APTC
maintained his tremendous unde-
feated form and RSM(SMI) Clive
Eldridge (APTC) and Cpl Keith
Hartshorne (RCT) gained one vic-
tory each.

But it was the foil that proved to
be the Army’s Waterloo. This was a
complete disaster, a 0-9 defeat. The
Army fencers were just not in the
same league as their London oppo-
nents who fenced with great skill,
The Civil Service won the match 16
bouts to 11.

___—__ APERSONAL MESSAGE FROM
SECURICOR IF YOU'RE
LEAVING THE FORCES.

LET’S JOIN FORCES

Your Services’ background is just what we're looking

for.

We're Securicor, Britain's by-word for industrial
security, and with 290 branches around the UK there may
be vacancies in the town where you want to settle.

Pay is good—you're paid in full, even while training.
There's a free uniform, sick pay, pension and insurance
schemes, but above all—job security.

Opportunities for advancement are excellent as all

promotion comes from within.

Call or write to Securicor, 40 Wilton Road London SW1
(Tel: 01-834 5411) or, if you're stationed in Britain see Yellow
Pages for your nearest branch.

We want to hear from you.

SECURICOR AJOBWITH SECURITY.
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Park defeat brings hope

Hopes for a tri-Service victory again this year for the Army
rugby team improved with a defeat by one of London’s top

clubs, Rosslyn Park.

The Army went down 8-30 to the
civilian club but, considering this
was the Army’s first serious run-out,
against a team which had been play-
ing together all season, this was not
a bad start, say selectors, particu-
larly as there was only a 15-point
gap up to almost the last ten minutes
of play.

“This was very encouraging from

our point of view,”” said
Lieutenant-Colonel Pat Dawson,
secretary of the Army Rugby
Union. “It showed that we have the

makings of a good side, particularly
as the forwards seemed to be hold-
ing them till the end.”

This optimistic note was a far cry
from the feeling after the last match
of trials week, played the week

service.

dress uniforms.

to ensure that your dress
uniform gives long
distinguished service.
Uniformal supply all
branches of the forces.

For example:
jacket, trousers and waistcoat
(or cummerbund) for:—

Royal Corps of
Transport

Royal Engineers
Royal Army Pay
Corps

For further information

or write to Uniformal,
101 Commercial St.,
Rothwell, Yorkshire.

-

Uniformal are the tailors for

The finest materials are cut by
craftsmen, then hand tailored

Generous discount for multiple orders.

tel. Ken Dungey at 0532 826102

to give distinguished
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before the game against Rosslyn
Park. In the last game of the trials,
the Army side went down 0-9 to an
enthusiastic Aldershot Services.

“The difficulty that the selectors
have is that there is a great divide
between playing well for a unit and
playing well for the Army. A player
has mentally to adjust to bridge that
gap,” said Army coach Licutenant-
Colonel Norman Bruce.

“There are weaknesses in _ the
centre, locks, second and back rows.

The Army Apprentices College, Harrogate, pedalled to a

We have players with the correct
physique and talent and it is to be
hoped that between now and the
Navy match in March the players
selected from unit rugby will gain in
knowledge and experience from
these coming fixtures.”

Difference _

This difference between the trials
teams and the team which actually
represented the Army was highligh-
ted by Colonel Dawson who said
there were too many Army caps not
playing during trials week to make it
a proper Army team.

“In the game against Shrivenham
there was only one cap and against
Aldershot Services there were two,”
he said. “The Army side in the trials
bore no relation to the side which
played against Rosslyn Park.”

The team picked to face Harle-
ﬂ)ums on New Year's Day: S$/Sgt G J

enholm (RAOC), L/Cpl B P
Clesham (LI), Capt A D T Lerwill
(LI), Cpl S G Jackson (RAMC), &
D B Reynolds (REME), Rev N
Drummond (RAChD), Tpr G
Davies (QDG), Cpl N J Gray (RE),
S/Sgt J B Mills (REME), Pte P M §
Mills (Rara), Capt J M Bowles
(RCT), $gt P D Smlth (RAOC),
Capt G D Lilee (RCT), Cpl S
Peacock (R Sigs), Capt C J W Gil-
bert (DWR) (Captain).

Left:

corporal David Spawforth

(REME) gets the ball away to the
Army backs after a loose ruck
against Aldershot Services.

Rollers show a clean
pair of heels

grand slam by winning both the junior and senmior Army
roller-cycling championships . . . and a SOLDIER Cup.
The Harrogate riders quickly established an early lead with
seven riders in the first seven places in the junior 400 metres
event. From this unassailable lead, they continued to forge
ahead in the 1000 metres, finishing with eight riders in the top

ten.

The championships were held at
0OIld Park Barracks, Dover.

The senior events were also
dominated by the Harrogate riders
with Major Jim Gilders, in his very
first cycling competition, racing
away with the individual 400 metres
sprint at an average speed of 55-9
miles an hour from a standing start.

Five in the first eight for the Har-
rogate team meant they were cer-
tain of winning the team prize, but
the Army Apprentices College,
Arborfield, and Training Battalion,

REME, kept up their challenge and
improved their positions in the 1500
metres event.

Corporal Len Bachelor, just back
from Rhine Army, rode an out-
standing solo 1500 metres to take
the individual championship, beat-
ing his nearest rivals by more than
three seconds.

Picture shows the winning
Harrogate team with their two
‘trophies, the RCT Cup for the junior
championship and the SOLDIER
Magazine Cup for the seniors.




Thevitalimportance of your first civilian home.

As everybody knows the best possible investment is
property, especially new homes. Where else can you
find a disposable asset which is constantly increasing
in value, For example, the average price of a new home
in *1970 was £5,100, by 1975 the average price had
increased to £12,600 and that increase is at a much
higher rate than can be said for most other methods of
saving, about 18% per annum average.

Throughout Great Britain Comben Homes are building

*Nationwide
Building Society

over 50 developments. Each home has either full or
partial heating, labour saving fully fitted kitchen, well
proportioned rooms, grassed front gardens, usually a
garage or car port - and all at no extra cost. The
developments are thoughtfully laid out and
attractively landscaped. There is often a furnished
show house and exhibition area where our trained
Project Sales Managers will be pleased to meet you.

We feel sure you’ll want to find out much more about
our new homes and developments send now for your
Home Purchase Brochure. A little time now could be

worth a lot later on.

Sendthis coupon NOW!

:_—_____-—__ B T posrg
Ti

]]E?JSH send me gylx‘-kly and ¢ mpo,““;ﬁLugvuo“
without obligation all the details E
I % on Comben Homes.
Comben Homes Ltd.,
I 26/32 Park Row, Bristol BS1 5JL,
i England. Tel: Bristol 297006
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YOU'VE JOINED ““THE PROFESSIONALS"
SO BUY FROM “THE PROFESSIONALS"’

FOR YOUR PERSONAL EXPORT.

Up to 4 years to pay—from 10% deposit.
Car part exchange—Car Radios—Stereo.

For personal service: contact

oW N HILL,

Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.,
Head Office, P.O. Box 98,
London, SW1V 3PU.

i Tel. No. 01-821 0021.

' BUY BRITISH I ‘
[ CHRYSLER. BRITISH LEYLAND. FORD. \
ALPINE ALL For futll detz;!:;s _ofllgow to get zolur newd
ALLEGRO BRITISH Szps)?:o(:j; ill in the coupon below an
AVENGER COST
ESCORT A p LR CHRYSLER TRY US FOR
GRANADA iltlgi\;vpsr?ces;antla savings against U.K. 3 EY SE:S:gE
HUNTER Our prices are competitive and BRIT. LEY.
TRIUMPH challenging. COST CUTTING
FORD COURTESY

Selective stocks to draw from, [ WE BELIEVE

L | IN BRITAIN J

’-------

. W. V. HILL, Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.
Please send details
Name
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>
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Have you a part.exchange [J] Yes [1 No

N
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From as little
as £10 aweek
Barrattwill puta

roof over your head.

&

For as little as £10 aweek

you could own a Barratt house of your own
buying Barratt is often cheaper than renting.

12 month mortgage
subsidy
Mortgage rate of 6.9% for a whole year (we pay the

difference between the new rate of 8.05% and the
old rate of 6.9%).

Mortgages of up to 957,

arranged for you.

Now Joint Income
Mortgages

it's even easier to buy Barratt if both of you are
working. New mortgage terms allow you to
combine your incomes!

buy Barratt now and pay at the old Option

A £60 deposit fixes the
price

of your Barratt home, even though building costs
will subsequently rise.

Widest choice of house
purchase schemes

- ask about our Part Exchange or ‘£250 and Move
In" Schemes which operate on most of our
developments.

And you can choose
from houses, bungalows and flats at prices ranging
from around £7,000 right up to £36,000.

More than 260
developments

— that's the largest choice in Britain! You'll find a
development near to where you want to live

Over 300 fully furnished

showhouses open 7 days
aweek

(and staffed by friendly Barratt people) show you
what great homes Barratt houses make!

Bedfordshire Prices
from

Bedford *
Biggleswade—Ivel View 9475
Harrold—The Green 8,500
Kempston 8,350

Luton-—Wigmore Lane 11,178
Mauldon—Gearge Street

19,820
Buckinghamshire
j ry—Selkirk Ave. 9,600
10.275
Camhn:lges!ure
Chatteris 8,105
Doddington *
Little Paxton—Gordon Rd.9.610
Melbourn - 8,525
Northborough—Castle Drive

B 0
Burstellars
New Road 3-13'0
Denny’ End

L

Cheshire

Broughton—Woodlands  7.800
Cheadle —Bradshaw Hall

Congleton—Firs
Green Acres 7.950

Cnl asby

» Hall
: Garden Hey 8,850
Noctorum-— West View b
Poynton—Bro ide Farm *
Poynton—Towers Road 10,750
Runcorn—Paddock Moor 7,475
Stockport—Heaton Mersey

Tattenhall

Upton—Wirral ‘

Warrington—Locking Stumps

8,250

Whitchurch

Winsford 8,950
Cumbria

Carlisle—Keld Park 8,250

Carlisle —Lonsdale Grange

7,950

Cockermouth

Dalton Pastures 8,950

Crange-over-Sands 10,150

High Harrington 8,050

Kendal—Sandale Park 9,150

Penrith *
Derbyshire

Buxton—Foxwell Park 8,450

Chapel-en-le-Frith 9,550

Derby—Breadsall o

Findern 13,290

Matlock—Dale View 11,600

South Normanton 7,728
Durham

Chester-le-Street -

Waldridge Park 7.050

Crawcrook—Woodside 8,650
Crawcrook—Westwood 9,250
Crook—Thistleflat 6,950
Esh Winning .
Stanley—Burnside 7,200
Sunderland —Wynyard Park
8,95

Essex
Clacton *
Colchester— Wivehoe 15750

Gloucestershire
Newent

Hampshire
Bransgore—Rose Hill
Bransgore—West Road
Southampton

Herefordshire Darras Hall—
Ross-on-Wye Meadowvale 26,200
l‘;hdd!)n Village
astures 23,500
Hertfordshire Killingworth —Paddock 7,950
St. Albans—Ragged Hall 24,880 Morpeth—Ulgham 19,650
Newcastle—Denton Burn 7,350
Wallsend—Redesdale Park
Humberside 7,200
Bridlington—Bempton Park i N:llinghamshire
wsworth 8.100
e A T 8250 Eastwood—Derby Road 9,220
ull—Haworth Park 9,350 Manstiatd—F
Hull_Willerby Road 10,450 map et g R
I odyianie * Mansfield—Old Mill Lane 7,630
mmingham Shirebrook 7,210
Habrough Park »
Fookhumaron Scotland-Central
Burnby Wold Park 7.850 Ayr—Doonbank 19,750
Scunthorpe—Bottesford  * Bellshill—Glasgow ‘
Skirlaugh Blackwood
Benningholme Lane 8.200 Heathfield Park l(_l,TSU
i Carluke—The Nurseries 17,600
Lancashire Carluke—Station Road  *
Barrowford—Church Lane Pundee—Inchture 8,995
10,400 Dunfermline-
Bolton—Blackrod 8,050 Pittcothlie Park 10,750
Bolton—Darcy Lever 7,850 Dumfries—Rashgill Farm 7,950
Bolton—Little Lever 7,850 Ecclefechan—Nr. Lockerbie *
Bolton—Moss House Farm Edinburgh—Craigievar 13,150
8,085 Edinburgh—New Craighall *

Bolton—Tonfields Meadow *
Burnley—Briercliffe Farm 6,850
Burnley—Fence Gate Farm
16,750
Burnley—Readley Park 8,850
Chorley— Astley Park 8,050
Huyton 9,650
Kirkby 8,300
Manchester — Whitefields

Middleton— Alkrington C
Orrell—Bell Lane Park 7,300
Preston—Fulwood Park 9,750
Preston—Penwortham Gdns
11,350
Radcliffe—Cams Lane 1,850
Radcliffe Hall 7,850
Rochdale—Bamford 950
Rochdale—Duffins Park 22,750
Westhoughton
Green Meadows 195
Wigan—New Spring Park 7,400

Leicestershire
Measham
srston Gardens 7,650
Melton Mowbray
Dalby Road 7,01

meolnshue

Butterwick *
Fi
apel 5t. L
Holiday V]lm
Chapel

gate Gdns
Grantham—Harrowby Lane

1,925
Willows *

Heckington
Hogsthorpe Chestnuts *
[angm!l West End 8,170

Leasingham
St. Andrews ( 15,1
Lincoln fhd.m.:lm Park

Lincoln

B.245
‘-'\Lanlhrd Pembr > Rd. 8,355
Waddington—Chif Gdns_ B.615
Monmouthshire
Chepstow
Norfolk

Beetley .
East Dereham
Heacham—Lodge Road
North Walsham

Yarmouth Road 8,645
Treetops 9,680
Cedar Gdns. 8.945
Northamptonshire
Brixwort 9,790
Thrapston—Titchmarsh 17,750
Northumberland
Bedlington—Bower Grange
6,990

Darras Hall
Hadrian Court 26,700

Write to the Barratt Company FREEPOST reply service -

Edinburgh—South Gyle *
Glasgow—Darnley Park 11,250

Kilwinning 9,950
Law—Brackenhill 10,700
Mid Calder 10,400
Milton of Campsie

Baldoran

Polmant
Renfrew—Fairways
Stirling—Broomridge
Uddingston

Scotland- Nurlh East
Aberdeen—Skene 8,350
Ashfield N\v\. Elgin »
Auchterellon
Banchory
Cruden Bay 8
Elgin—Linkwood Road 13
Elgin
Elgin—Springfield B, 795
Ellon—Craigh *
Ellon—Meiklemill
Ellon—Bridge View
Fraserburgh— Craigv
Inverurie—Middlem
Inverurie—Netherfi
Kemnay—Park Hill
Lhanbryde—Kirkland Hill *

Lhanbryde .
Montrose B.150
Mosstodloch

Moss Mill Park B.1

Old Meldrum
Westbank Park
Peterhead
Stuartfield— Millpond
Turriff

Somerset
Coxley—Harters Hill 3,590
Milborne Port
Gainsborough 8,900
Wedmore .

Staffordshire

Uttoxeter—Byrds Lane 5890

Suffolk

Bmy St. Edmunds
Northgate Avenue 3,750
Bu >t. Edmunds —Harringer *
dham Market
Chain House 8,590

Teesside
Billingham—Grange Park 8,650
Darlington—Manor Park 12,550
Guisbarough
Kemplah Park
Marton—Dene Park

no postage stamps necessary.(U.K.Only)

BARRATT DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED,

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NES IRP

Iwouldlike all the details of the developments

inthe areaslhaveticked.

NAME

Yorkshlre Wesl

FREEPOST,
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Nunthorpe—High Gill 14,950

Nunthorpe—

Runnymede Park 13,500
Stockton—Elton Park L
Yarm—Ingleby Grange 9,550

Wales-North

Prestatyn—Crud-y-Craig 7,250
Wiltshire

Wootton Bassett—
Coped Hall 8,275

Worcestershire
Redditch 9,940

Yorkshire-North
East Ayton
Moorside Park 10,500
Harrogate—Forest View 8,095
Heslington—Field Lane 15950
Hunmanby 7,695
Pickering—Firthland Rd. 7,695
Pickering— Middleton Rd. *
Ripon—Hall Park 12,995
Ripon—Sharowgreen 16,950
Scarborough *
Stamford Bridge
Beagle Wood
Thirsk
Whitby
York- Copmant
York (Haxby)
Headlands 71,895
York— Dunning
York (Haxby)
Holly Tree 13
York—Skelton 12,

Yorkshire-South
Doncaster

Ackwe ntefrac

l‘lw" NnJL ans

B Springfield 1
ey—Warren Park 11,50
Birkenshaw .
Bradford—Lidget Green 8,495
Bradford—Pastu i )

Dales Gate
d—Clayton West

Wakefield—Kirkthorpe
Wakefield—Potovens Lane *
Wakefield—Sandalwood

ADDRESS

Building houses to make homesin
On over 260 developments throughout Britain
N N NV ember group companies established since 1895
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WALTHAM ABBEY is an innocent-
looking, pretty little town on the
Essex/Hertfordshire border. Yet for hun-
dreds of years it has been a centre for
developing explosive materials used in
countless wars of death and destruction.
Indeed it may well have been those very
monks who peopled the Abbey in medieval
times who started the whole thing off —
legend has it that gunpowder used at the
Battle of Crécy in 1346 was made by the holy
men.

Records of this time are far from adequate
so legend, and stories of the monks supply-
ing gunpowder to the Armada and to Guy
Fawkes and his gang, have all to be taken
with a grain of saltpetre.

First concrete evidence of a link between

Below: SOLDIER’s camera captures an under-
water explosion during its succeeding stages.
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MONKS, MILLS

AND MISSILES

the Abbey and gunpowder 1s dated 1561. By
1735, John Walton’s Powder Mills were
established in the old Abbey grounds. They
were described as being ‘‘esteemed the
largest and compleatest works in Great Bri-
tain.”

In 1787 the mills were sold by another
John Walton to the Government for
£10,000. They became the Royal Powder
Mills and were under the control of Major
William Congreve (father of William
Congreve of rocket fame), then Deputy
Comptroller of the Royal Laboratory at
Woolwich.

From that time on, gunpowder produc-
tion continued at Waltham Abbey. In World
War One some 5000 people, mostly women
on war work, were employed at the mills.
During the early part of World War Two the
Waltham plant was Britain’s only source of

production of RDX, “the high explosive of
World War Two.”

In the winter of 1940-4]1 an enemy land
mine put out of action the last of the powder
mills and the centuries-old production of
gunpowder ended. After the war a new use
— which continued the link and yet took it
forward into an age of missiles — was found
for the site. It became the home of the
Explosives Research and Development
Establishment which exists to carry out
chemical research into rocket propellants
and explosives. Most British Service innova-
tions in this field since Warld War Two owe
their origin to the ERDE’s work at Waltham
Abbey.

Relics of bygone days have been collected
in a small museum by Mr Malcolm McLa-
ren, Head of Library Services. Others, such
as powder boats and an old water wheel, are

dotted around the two sites, each of 250
acres. But the scientists who work at
Waltham Abbey tend to look to the future
rather than the past.

The establishment is divided into
branches, each concerned with a different
aspect of the propellants and explosives
which go into today’s shell, bullet or rocket.

Propellants 1 Branch deals with the
development of propellants from nitro-
cellulose or nitro-glycerine. Mr Ronald
Ayerst agrees there are serious hazards
involved when carrying out research work
with this type of material.

“But nitro-glycerine is a tiger which can
be controlled. There is no more risk in
handling it once it is tamed than there is in
handling ammunition. Nevertheless it is
worth while spending money on safety and
the buildings have mounds around them.
We always keep the material in such a
position that if it blows out it will miss other
buildings. Every operation is written down
and pasted up on the wall as a law and it is
one of the jobs of the supervisors to make
sure those laws are not broken.”

One of the most important factors in these
propellants is that they give off very little
‘signature’ — a smoke-free weapon is far less
likely to be speedily put out of action.
Swingfire, Vigilant and the Giant Viper,
which propels charges across minefields, are
among the current weapons which became
available from research and development
work done at Waltham Abbey.

One of the most important things is to
ensure that the weapon is safe to the hand-
ler. This is why progress is slow and pains-
taking, with experiments having to be
repeated time and time again. Says Mr
Ayerst: “It is impossible to get anything off
the ground in less than five years.”

All propellants deteriorate. Some soften
and run out of their motors, others harden
and burst when fired. All these potential
dangers have to be explored by storage and
other trials to make sure they do not occur
when the propellant is in service,

Propellants 2 Branch deals with compo-
site propellants of two main types — plastic,
development of which is confined almost
entirely to this country, and rubbery. They
are used in guided missiles, British space

Above: Women on war work. This picture is of guncotton moulding at Waltham Abbey in 1917.

research rockets and Service motors. Plastic
propellant looks like Plasticine and has the
same malleable qualities whereas rubbery
propellant retains its shape.

Recently the ERDE has developed plastic
propellants which can be used at very low
temperatures. Some indication of the size of
the plastic propellants industry can be
gauged by the fact that the main production
authority, the Royal Ordnance Factory,
Bridgwater, has filled more than 40,000
rocket motors in the last 20 years or so.

The Process Research Branch develops
processes for manufacturing specialised
materials for the Ministry of Defence. It
takes them up to pre-production quantity
and, if only a small amount is required, it
may do the entire manufacturing job.

Work on polymers has grown considera-
bly in recent years — particularly as private
enterprise is often no longer willing to meet
specific Ministry requirements. Among the
items being produced by Waltham Abbey at
present are binders for defence purposes.

Fibre processing has involved grading
asbestos fibre and more recently work on
selecting fibres from waste paper pulp for

high-grade use. This has been so successful
that the National Research Development
Corporation has financed further work and
it is hoped eventually to design a plant to sell
commercially.

In the General Chemistry Branch, scien-
tists spend much time in studying the
decomposition reactions and stability of var-
ious explosives and propellants. Explains
Mr N J Blay: “When the most common
explosive was gunpowder, the most impor-
tant thing was keeping water out. Nitro-
glycerine etc decompose spontaneously and
after a few years become hazardous and
there is likely to be spontaneous combus-
tion. Propellants containing the same ingre-
dients can now be relied upon to remain safe
for many years providing they are properly
made in the first place and looked after
reasonably well.”

Some explosives tend to become inert
rather than dangerous through the passage
of time and again the object is to extend the
product’s Service life. For nothing to hap-
pen when a soldier pulls a trigger in action
can be almost as dangerous as his weapon
exploding.




Above: Television programme with a difference.
In control room of rubbery propellant mixer.

The Army provides most of the work for
the Non-Metallic Materials Branch. This
deals mainly with long-term research pro-
jects in rubbers and plastics as well as testing
them for tropical exposure and weathering.
This section is at present busy on a part-
plastic pump for the Chieftain tank which
will probably be cheaper than its present
metal counterpart, and on a fan blade for the
same tank. Already in Chieftains are
ERDE-developed see-through lids for
ammunition boxes.

And it was at Waltham Abbey that the
idea was devised of filling with foam the
plastic butt of the Army’s current self-
loading rifle to keep the butt rigid. At
present some manufacturing is being done
of ethyl cellulose tube for the Giant Viper
and, at the same time, ERDE scientists are
looking at the next generation tube.

It was in explosives that Waltham Abbey
first made its name and there are still some
big bangs going on ... In the 20-foot-deep
Newton’s Pool, eight pounds of torpex is
lowered halfway down ready for detonation.
The ground shakes and a waterspout rises to
70 feet. There is surprisingly little noise.
Meanwhile, inside a nearby building, the

Right: Using a tensometer — a machine which is
used to establish the breaking point of plastics.

pressure waves are being measured and
studied.

These explosions, like most of the work at
Waltham Abbey, are repetitive and carried
out frequently. As a result of the data
acquired the ERDE recommends specific
explosives for specific tasks.

Today it is not only the explosive content
of missiles which concerns ERDE. Now the
outer casing and the motors are also within
the province of the Establishment’s Direc-
tor, Dr F H Panton. He has become Direc-
tor of the Rocket Propulsion Establishment
at Westcott, Buckinghamshire, and the two
establishments are in effect amalgamated.

Eighty years ago a Strand magazine writer
ended his feature on the old powder mills:
“The tremendous energy that lay dormant
in every building oppressed us, even though
that energy slept behind massive traverses
and walls ten feet thick; so we came away.”

Those tremendous forces are not so evi-
dent as one goes through the laboratories of
today’s Explosives Research and Develop-
ment Establishment. Yet if that writer was
horrified by the explosives potential of the
1890s, what would his reaction be to today’s
secrets of Waltham Abbey?

Above right: In the chemistry laboratory many are the experiments to analyse gases in propellants.

Below: Processing pictures of underwater bang.

Right: Blast mats surround a propellant press.
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VISITORS to the home of Major Calamity
are always intrigued by what appears to be
some heraldic device hanging on the wall.

The major says it is self-explanatory.

“If you rearrange the symbols in their
correct sequence,” he says, “and take them
in the order indicated by the badge in the
centre, you will have additional informa-
tion.”

On what occasion did one of the major’s
ancestors honour the family name? Send
your answer on a postcard or by letter, with
the ‘Competition 223’ label from this page
and your name and address, to:

Editor (Comp 223)

SOLDIER

Ordnance Road

ALDERSHOT

Hants

GU11 2DU.

This competition is open to all readers at
home and overseas and the closing date is
Monday 4 April. The answers and winners’
names will appear in the June SOLDIER.,

More than one entry can be submitted but
each must be accompanied by a ‘Competi-
tion 223’ label. Winneérs will be drawn by
lots from correct entrie§.

Prizes

£10

£5

£3

Military LP
SOLDIER free for six months

G\U‘rNH

Your training in the forces is
ideally suited to the very
worthwhile job of a Prison Officer.
Don't let that training go to waste
in just any old job in civvy street.
You want a job that gives you
steady employment with good pay.
provides the same sort of
comradeship and teamwork you
enjoyed in the forces. You will get
all that as an officer in the
Northern Ireland Prison Service.

Stride into a better |
futurein the....

Name

Join the Northern Ireland Prison Service
and enjoy a good steady job

If you are in good health,
between 21 and 50, 5' 6" or
over, just fill in and post the
coupon. We will send you a
colour brochure and further

opportunities for you in the
Northern Ireland Prison

Immediately on joining you can
be earning over £3500 a year.

!Northern Ireland
Prison Service

To Prison Staffing Officer, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast BT4 3SU.

information on the

Service.

Age

Address
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How the Americans were driven into
World Warll

Anew and unique selection of 35th - Eachkithas over100 partsand comes
scale Second World War "soft-skin military complete with authentic decals and a high
vehiclesand weapons arenowincludedinthe  degree of accuracy.

Airfix constructionkit range.

Andtheaccentis American.

There’s the famous Dodge Command Car:
The Dodge Weapon Carrier; White Scout Car;
M6 Anti-Tank Gun;155mmHowitzer.Andal¥

Ton Personnel Carrier. Rlllal’l‘j‘l{‘r VEHICLES
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Military models

Beep buggies

THE UBIQUITOUS Jeep carried gum-
chewing GIs over mud, sand, snow or cob-
bled streets in nearly every theatre of World
War Two. But there were other significant,
soft-skinned personnel carriers such as the
1i-ton, six-wheeled truck (designated
WC62/63) (top left) and the i-ton, four-
wheel-drive vehicle (right) known as the
‘Beep’ or beefed-up Jeep.

While nearly 640,000 Jeeps were made
during the war, production figures ran into
50,000 for the WC62/63 and 500,000 for the
Beep. The WC62/63 and Beep, both
developed by Dodge in the United States,
are the subject of this month’s main models
from the British firm of Airfix. They are
both in 1:35th scale, cost £2 each, and are in
the same series as the WC56 command
reconnaissance car and M6 anti-tank gun
carriage reviewed in SOLDIER in October.

The six-wheeled truck can be built as the
standard WC62 or as the WC63 which has a
front-mounted winch. There are parts for
the complex six-wheel-drive transmission, a
ring-mounted M50 machine-gun, roll-top

canvas cover, miniature tools, a trailer and
four figures as well as transfer decals for
three different US Army units.

The Beep also comes in the standard
WCS51 version or winch-mounted WC52. It
too has a trailer, simulated soft top and
transfers for three different units. This vehi-
cle, by the way, was supplied to the British
Army under ‘Lend Lease.’

Both kits are in appropriately coloured
plastic parts, but for an authentic finish the
main bodywork should be painted in Airfix
‘olive drab’ or Humbrol ‘US Army olive
drab’ and given a final thin coating of matt
polyurethane varnish.

Other recent releases from Airfix in the
field of military models include packs con-
taining 46 to 48 figures of Gurkhas,
Australian infantry, Luftwaffe personnel
(bottom right) and German paratroops, all
from World War Two in HO/OQO scale at 32
pence each, as well as 62 pence packs of
1:32nd scale German paratroops and (top
right) US 7th Cavalry in action poses that
would do justice to a John Wayne. HH

ek

S T R S et e ki

ki

SPECIAL
ANSWERS
TO

SPECIAL
NEEDS

Branches: 19, South St.,
Farnham,

Surrey.

RIGHT DRESS

THE WILSON’S WAY
. . . THE SPECIAL Wi

# Comprehensive Singles Plans for Unit Insurances
# Transit Insurance—MFO. Under DCI (A) S44/75

¥ Encroachments Risks

# ‘Right Dress’—The Leading Comprehensive All Risks Policy for Senior Ranks
# Junior Ranks Kit and Household Effects Insurance

Wilsons are the acknowledged Specialists in Regimental Insurances — that
Regiments and Units throughout the Army entrust their Insurances to us.

# Comprehensive Financial Planning Service for Education and House Buying

# Investment Management and Tax Mitigation

WILSONS . . . THE ARMY SPECIALISTS

1, Duck Hill,
Ripon,
Yorkshire.

Please forward details to:

Namie: 2, o0l G e S
World Wide Cover
Address ...l CRaaS
£1,000 for £6.50 per annum
: Wilson & Co. (Military Insurance Brokers) Ltd., ‘At the Sign of the Duc

Row, Market Place, Salisbury, Wilts.

is why some 80% of all

17, North St.,
Wilton,
Wiltshire.

hess of Albany’, Ox
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THE 120 JUNIOR LEADERS in their
second term at Shorncliffe, Kent, have gone
a lot further this year — nearly 8000 miles
further in fact. After only six months with
the Infantry Junior Leaders Battalion they
have just spent three weeks aboard the
Royal Fleet Auxiliary’s logistic landing Shlp
ceioz, on a voyage to The Gambia in
rica and back.

hip was taking vehicles and supplies

The Directorate of Army Training had
the brainwave of providing useful experi-
ence for the junior leaders by allowing them
to fill the vacant berths on the sea voyage.
The only other soldiers on board were a
troop from 51 Port Squadron, Royal Corps
of Transport, and four men from the sapper
and infantry units taking part in the exercise
proper.

After the first 36 stomach-settling hours
on board, the junior leaders got down to the
training they would have done at Shorncliffe
except that their lecture rooms were dor-
mitories, the deck, the helicopter deck and
the recreation room. Said Major Mickey
Warrender, Irish Guards, who commanded
the party: “They had to miss out on drill but

Left: Physical training stint on the flight deck.
Below: ‘hgnalq instruction while on the voyage.

Above: Training with the GPMG on the rolling deck is harder than on land.
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they got in more weapon handling and
physical training. We had a flexible training
programme and took full advantage of the
ship’s facilities.”

Things were so flexible they were even
able to fire .22 and air rifles from the ship’s
helicopter deck. On the nautical side they
had lifeboat drills and had to cope with
rough weather — particularly on the way
back.

In The Gambia, a former British colony,
just 300 miles long and 30 wide, the junior
leaders helped unload vehicles at Bakau.

The lads became very adept at bartering
with the locals for beads, muskes, carvings
and spears.

Although it was the first time abroad for
most of them, the Shorncliffe lads did not
arrive unprepared. Lieutenant Wilf Telford
and Mr Brian Allen, two of their instructors,
gave them daily briefings on the Gambian
climate, culture and way of life.

S

At first glance Maurice McNeill doesn’t
look much like a member of a ship’s
company. But Maurice, a 35-year-old
warrant officer 2 in the Royal Corps of
Transport, spends a lot of time afloat.
He is ship’s warrant officer aboard the
Sir Lancelot and as such is responsible
for all liaison between embarked troops
and the ship’s officers.

In the last few months, in addition to
The Gambia, he has been to Denmark
and Northern Ireland and he may be off
to Vancouver shortly. The logistic land-
ing ships, each of about 4500 tons, with
a speed of 15-17 knots, rarely carry
troops for long voyages but they sail all
over the world with Army equipment
and stores.

S5
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Above: Inter-platoon tug-of-war round pulleys on the LSL helicopter deck.

TRAIN FOR A GAREER (N YOUR LAST YEAR AT SGHOOL

INDEFATIGABL

Here.is a splendid opportunity to continue your is not affected by the Direct Grant Grammar
academic studies to G.C.E. and C.S.E. level in Schools (Cessation of Grant) Regulations, 1975 and
addition to training for a career in the Royal and is in receipt of a grant from the Welsh Education
Merchant Navy. Subjects include English, English Office.

Literature, Mathematics, Science, Technical Boys aged 14 years, of good character and
Drawing and Scripture, in classes averaging not medically fit, may enrol now for consideration for
more than 20 boys each. entry between 15/15% years of age.

Training is given in seamanship including handling Write for brochure and Application Form, stating
boats etc., with an introduction to Decca date of birth of applicant to:-

Nawgatton and practical engineering. The Schooi

(Founded 1864, School No. 573/5000)
PLAS LLANFAIR, LLANFAIR P.G. ANGLESEY.

The Registrar (Dept. JA 20)

INDEFATIGABLE,
Oriel Chambers, 14 Water Street,
Liverpool L2 BTD. ‘Phone
051-227 3417/8. Patron: H.R.H.
The Duke of Edinburgh.
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Letters

Not in 1977

The recent announcement that Tid-
worth Tattoo will not be held in 1977
will disappoint many. I wonder if
instead it would be possible to hold
an event of reduced character to
which the public could be invited.
One possible solution would be to
have an open day at Tidworth. The
public would, I think, be interested
in seeing how today’s Army lives and
works.

1 visited the Aldershot Army Display
as usual last year, with about half of
Southern England, and would have
followed up with the Royal
Engineers’ open day but for my holi-
day in Scotland. The only depot I
have had a chance to see is Fort
George, during that holiday. — A G
McGregor, 17 Hartley Road, North
End, Portsmouth, PO2 9HU.

Timing

I am in the book trade and recently
had to send a consignment of
brochures to a military establishment
by our own company transport. Our
driver was rather peeved because he
had to off-load all the parcels by him-
self. Just as he had finished some sol-
diers and a lance-corporal came along
full of sympathy and apologies for
being just too late to help. Being an
old soldier and having done my share
of good honest skiving, I couldn’t
help laughing although the driver
wasn’t amused.

Of course it’s many years since I did
my service and I rather thought that
all this modern technology had pro-
duced a super-efficient soldier but
this incident shows that the squaddy
and his attendant lance-jack haven’t
changed a bit — and I feel somehow
pleased that this is so.—Harry S
Brand, 30 Salmons Road, Edmon-
ton, London N9.

Fort Ontario

I have accepted an invitation from
the Central New York State Park and
Recreation Commission to assist, as
their British representative, in iden-
tifying and locating information and
objects pertaining to military fortifi-
cations, early trading activities and
British-Indian relations at the mouth
of the Oswego River, New York.
One of the surviving fortifications,
Fort Ontario (also known as Fort of
Six Nations, East Fort and Fort
Oswego) is being restored and
developed as a New York State his-
toric site. In particular I am
instructed to attempt to find informa-
tion and materials concerning the
construction and use of Fort Ontario,
mainly by British regiments from
1727 to 1814.

Among the many regiments based at
Fort Ontario were: 1700 — 50th
Regiment of Foot, 51st, 44th, 46th,
60th, 42nd, 55th, 8th. French and
Indian War period: 1755-56 — 50th,
51st, Royal Artillery; 1759 — 44th,
46th, 60th, Royal Artillery; 1760 —
34

42nd, 55th, 77th (eight companies),
44th, 46th, 60th, Royal Artillery,
The Rangers (Ogden and Whaite).
Revolutionary War Period: 1777 —
8th, 34th, Butler’s Rangers, Roval
Artillery.

These and many other allied regi-

ments, the Royal Navy and Royal

Marines, served at some time at Fort
Ontario. The fort was also a base for
military expeditions to Quebec, the
Revolutionary War and the British
West Indies.

The New York State Parks Commis-
sion wishes to obtain material and
regimental crests of the above regi-
ments for the new museum and I
would be grateful to hear from any
regimental historian who could help
in our quest. A historical summary of
Fort Ontario and information book-
lets are available from Wallace F
Workmaster, Historic Site Manager,
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York
13126, USA, or from myself. —
David Dornan, Slough Express, 42
High Street, Slough, Berkshire.

Challenge

Would any men in the forces be
prepared to challenge us — the
Grand Union Tactical Society — to a
wargame of any period, although we
specialise in modern battles, to see
how we shape up against the ‘Profes-
sionals’?

We meet bi-monthly at the TS
Renown in Croxley Green, Watford,
and although our club is not yet two
years old we were awarded a trophy
for the best-presented wargame at
‘Call to Arms ’76,” a wargaming con-
vention in Luton and, a few months
ago at the Watford Show, we put on a
large Nato/Warsaw Pact game. This
evoked great interest from men of the
Royal Artillery who took part — on
the Nato side of course. — K C B
Sheppard, (Motor Transport
Officer, Grand Union Tactical Socie-
ty), 5 Granville Road, St Albans,
Hertfordshire, AL1 SBE.

Blood Alley

Your interesting article, “The Secret
of Blood Alley’ (December), with its
picture of Captain Middleton’s grave,
in fact conceals a story within a story.
‘Bay’ Middleton, one of the foremost
riders to hounds of his time, was
killed in the Midland Sportsmen’s
point-to-point race on 9 April 1892,
the course of which he selected and
laid out. Captain Middleton com-
peted in the race and after it was
found dead. Marks on the ground
showed that his horse had over-
jumped in a steep ridge-and-furrow
field in the direction of Kineton
Holt. The horse landed in the trough
of a furrow, tripped against the next
ridge and threw Middleton against
the next ridge, breaking his neck.

Captain Middleton was the constant
escort of Elizabeth of Bavaria,
Empress of Austria and wife of Franz
Josef. She shuttled berween her
homes in Austria, Hungary, Greece
and the English hunting shires. Her
son Rudolph killed himself and
Marie Vetsera at Mayerling in
January 1889, ‘Bay’ Middleton’s
death followed in 1892, by which
time her other great friend, Count
Andrassy of Hungary, was also dead.

Elizabeth wandered from one spa to
another and from Cairo to Tangier,
Naples and Lisbon, becoming known
as “The Lady in Black’. In September
1898, she was murdered by an Italian
anarchist at Geneva.

And the three gaunt fir trees that
surround Captain Middleton’s grave?
I would like to think they are
Austrian pines. — John Crouch
(Victorian Military Society), 18
Tudor Court, Park Road, Tedding-
ton, Middlesex, TW11 0AH.

The legend of a ghostly battle at
Edgehill is an old one though it is
usually said to have appeared in the
sky and on the day or eve of the
anniversary of the battle — the
Christmas Eve story is new to me.
But where do you get the figure of
50,000 men engaged in the fighting?
This is surely an exaggeration? Most
of the best-known accounts vary
around 13,000 to 14,000 per side —
not more than a total of 27,000 and
except for Marston Moor the largest
number engaged in a Civil War
battle.

Further, the caption to the photo
of the Naafi club sign (Prince
Rupert) calls him “the man who led
the doomed Rovalist cavalry at
Edgehill.” Of all the Civil War bat-
tles, Edgehill was the one where
Rupert’s cavalry was supremely vic-
torious — his right wing (led by
himself) drove the Roundhead
cavalry off the field as far back as
Kineton. On the other wing the
Roundheads put up a better show but
the Royalist cavalry was generally
victorious and certainly not
“doomed.”

Incidentally, apropos the photo of
the Blood Alley corpse on page 21 —
the ghostly figure on horseback looks

very much like the figure of Prince
Rupert on the Naafi sign! Somebody
skilfully superimposing negatives? —
G A Brine, 55 Pretoria Road,

_ Streatham, London SW16.

* SOLDIER’s figures were tlaken
from Eggenberger's ‘A Dictionary of
Battles.” And photographer Paul Haley
would indeed agree that the spectral
horseman is remarkably like the Prince
Rupert sign! The whole article was of
course slightly tongue-in-cheek and
intended as a somewhat light entertain-

ment for SOLDIER’s December issue.

Your article has some good points,
but where did you dredge up the
figures of 50,000 men engaged and
5000 killed at Edgehill? Most
accounts of the battle state that the
armies were fairly evenly matched at
in numbers at somewhere between
13,000 to 15,000 each. The highest
total of casualties I have seen quoted
is 2000 killed. — L Talliss, 40
Browett Road, Coventry, CV6 1AZ.

* See answer to letter above.

How observant
are you?
(see page 15)

The two pictures differ in the following
respects: 1 Position of cross on castle. 2
Plume of helmet. 3 Right edge of right
branch above bird’s nest. 4 Middle
shield pattern on saddle-cloth. 5 Horse’s
right knee. 6 Lines on kmght's night
foot. 7 Beak of right bird. 8 Position of
middle bird egg. 9 Grass below rabbit.
10 Skirt of knight's armour.

Commemorative covers

On 21 March the Royal Monmouth-
shire Royal Engineers (Militia) will
celebrate 400 vears as a regiment and,
on 1 April, 100 vears as part of the
Corps of Royal Engineers. To mark
these two events the regiment is issu-
ing a limited number of commemora-
tive covers with a special cancelling
stamp on 1 April.

Signed copies are £1 (signed by Chief
Royal Engineer — 50 copies), 80p
(Engineer-in-Chief — 100 copies),
70p (Honorary Colonel — 150
copies), 60p (Commanding Officer
— 200 copies). Unsigned, 40p each.
These covers will be on sale from 21
March from Royal Monmouthshire
Royal Engineers (Militia), The Cas-
tle, Monmouth, Gwent, NP5 3BS.

To commemorate the Joint Services

Expedition to Liverpool Land,
Greenland, in May 1977, three
philatelic covers are being issued.
These are a plain cover with a draw-
ing on the left face and special com-
memorative frank, at 40p; the same
cover but signed and taken to Green-
land, £1; triple-signed and taken on
the longest trip, £2.50 each.

The covers will be allocated in the
order that applications are received.
Applications should be forwarded
with cheque or postal order, made
payable to JSE Greenland 1977, to
Lieutenant B F Witts RN, Ward-

room, HMS Osprey, Portland, Dor-
set, If applicants wish their covers
to be sent to them through the post,
they should enclosé a stamped
addressed envelope not smaller than
7 X 5 inches.

Philatelic covers issued to commemo-
rate the formation of Ist (British)
Corps on 24 November 1901 are still
available from Philatelic Officer, 1
(BR) Corps PCCU, BFPO 33.

The cover design incorporates the
coat of arms of Aldershot in use when
the corps was formed, the coat of
arms of Bielefeld, Germany, and the
corps crest. The 8ip stamp of the 24
November 1976 Christmas issue is
affixed and in consequence the comi-
memorative cover is also a first-day
cover. Two special cancellation
handstamps were used. Covers
posted at BFPO Aldershot and
franked British Forces 1901 Postal
Service were flown to BFPO
Bielefeld. Those posted at Bielefeld
and flown to Aldershot were franked
British Forces 1923 Postal Service.
Covers available are: Cover with 8ip
stamp, 50p (indicate which hand-
stamp impression is required); two
covers with 8ip stamp forming a
‘matched pair,’” 80p; on request,
additional stamps of the Christmas
1976 issue will be affixed — cost of
stamps to be added to prices above,

T
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Competitions

October’s Competition 219 (Motor
Show), compiled by a schoolboy
reader, attracted a large and keen
entry. Keen because competitors
found that not only Lancia could be
found twice but also Fiat and Iso.
Either of these three was accepted as
correct. The missing name was
Peugeot.

Collectors’ Corner

George Hammerschmidt, PO Box
3066, Tecumseh, Windsor, Ontario,
N8N 2M3, Canada. — In exchange
for CEF badges andlor LS & GC
medals, has following WW 1 British cap
badges available: Argyll & Suther-
land, Scors Guards, Yorkshire Lt Inf,
Roval Scots, Roval West Kent
{officer/OR ), Roval Engineers, Roval
Scots Greys, Border, Coldstream
Guards.

R D Walsh, 21 Boardman Road,
Kippa-Ring, Queensland, Australia
4020.—Wishes buy History of the Gre-
nadiers Indian Army also Traditional
Indian Army uniforms, infaniry.

G ] de Graaff, De Ruyterkade 110,
Amsterdam, Netherlands.—Seeks
Denison camouflage smock, para har-
ness, WW2 British combat knife with
scabbard, early airborne helmet, rimless
airborne helmet (with side flash prefer-
red), US airborne jacket and combat
trousers, camouflage coverall, USMC
two-piece camouflage jungle suit, Ger-
man WW2 camouflage items and
Fallschirmjager helmet. For cash or
trade (has some German WW2 items for
trade).

exchange for UK cap badges, buttons|
(large) or formation signs.
Howard Ripley, 47 Shenley Road,
Bletchley, Milton Kevnes, MK3
6HE. — Requires worldwide Army
and colowial police buttons. Can offer
worldwide military buttons and some
British Armv badpes including Vie-
torian.
Michael S Gazo, 1644 Sauriol St E,
Montreal, Quebec H2C 1X1, Cana-
da. — Seeks cap badges élite units espe-
ctally SAS and French Foreign Legion.
Has for mrade Canadian Army and
RCMP cap badges, shoulder flashes
and command badges, also a few
Rhodestan cap badges.
D Collier, 32 Dee Place, Morriston,
Swansea. — For sale at realistic offer
germile, dz»aluable complete collection 80
cap badges of all foor regiments
Wwi Wé’l. Mounted tn order of line
semority in glass wall case 3ft % 18in.
/Lieut Rajw Vasudevan, 84 AR,
ACC & School, Ahmednagar, India.
— Regquires worlduwnde cap and forma-
tion badges for new collection. Grateful
all contributions. .
H Berry, 70 Brampton Road, Cam-

Prizewinners:

1 WO2 P Russell, Sgts Mess, 3 R
Anglian, BFPO 53,

2 Maj (Retd) A G Souter, 1 Chur-
chill Grove, Tewkesbury, Glouces-
tershire,

3 L/Cpl F Collins, Kiel Trg Centre,
BFPO 108.

4 K G Parsons, 4 Church Lane,
Ogbourne St Andrew, Marlborough,
Wiltshire.

5 K E James, 58 Avondale Avenue,
Staines, Middlesex.

6 Michael D Fox, 11 Hillside, Lon-
don, SW19 4NH.

7 T McDonald, 37A Longridge
Road, London SWS5.

8 Careers Office, 1 Frederick Street,
Hindley, Wigan, Lancashire.

Reunions

Notices of corps and regimental
reunions should be sent to Editor,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants, GU11 2DU, at least
two months before the event is due
to take place. No charge is made for
announcements which will, where
appropriate, be repeated at two-
monthly intervals.

7 Para RHA. Farewell parade,
Aldershot, 3 February, to mark
departure 7 Para RHA from Air-
borne Forces. Salute taken by CGS.
Parade followed by drinks, lunch and
open afternoon, Lille Barracks.
Hoped as many former members as
possible will attend. Inquiries to
Parade Adjt, 7 Para RHA, Lille Bar-
racks, Aldershot, Hants, GUI1l
2NQ.

RHA Association, Trowbridge
Branch. Annual reunion dinner, Sat
26 March, New Civic Hall, Trow-
bridge, Wilts. Ladies welcome. Tic-
kets £2.75 each from Maj (Retd) J C
Crowe, 55 Whiterow Park, Trow-
bridge, Wilts, BA14 0EQ.

Frank G Frisella, 1524 El Camino
Real, San Carlos, California 94070,
USA.—Requires all types British
medals also MGC, REC and Gurkha
groups. Also 1oy soldiers, related build-
ings and vehicles.

Kenneth Forsyth, East Neuk, 1 Fife
Place, Fairlie, Ayrshire, KA29
OBU.—Has for disposal 23 Canadian
and six Australian embroidered shoul-
der flashes, also 18 US embroidered
flashes (mainly WW?2 formation signs).
For sale in respective lots or preferably

bridge, CB1 3HL. — Starsing collec-
tion British Army cap badges old and
new. Reasonable prices please.

Dr Arthur Clift, Kirk Hammerton,
23 Durham Avenue, Bromley, Kent,
BR2 0QH. — Leopard skin for sale,
cured, width across mddle of back
134in, nose to tail 40in, skin of one leg
damaged, no elatws, flat head, £90 ono.

A E Burnetr, 7330 Karankawa, San
Antonio, Texas 78223, USA. —
Requires items Argvll & Sutherland
Highlanders — collar badges, shoulder

US uni

Uems.

titles, butions especially brass or gils,
belt plates, boa?fcgtfcr regiments of * with
Gaelic origin considered. Has 1o offer
iforms, headgear, decorations,
USMC items, police badges, books and
manuals. Vietnam issue cammies,
Green Berets, US Air Force patches
and items available.
offered for hard-to-get tunics and other

pecker Avenue,
Lowestoft, Suffolk. — Has copres

J Preston, 4 Wood

ington, London W11. — Wishes|
to bwy all types Elasiokin and Linol

s M

WW1 items

The new Colt Celeste.

The new Celeste’'s low slung, pacey
appearanceisn't just for show. The 2 litre
model has a top speed of 105 mph and gives
you 0-50 mph in 7.7 seconds - the 1.6 litre
model isn'tfar behind.

Common features include — Hatchback
Tinted glass. Laminated windscreen. Folding
back seats. Sports wheels. Dual circuit power
brakes. 12 month unlimited mileage warranty
And over 35 mpg (at a steady 60 mph) on 2-
star petrol

1 Please send me full information on
' the Colt range.

]
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Colt Export, N.A.T.O. and Diplomatic Sales, 57 Boscombe Rd., London W12 9HT. Tel. 01-749 6061/2.

COLT

[EX[PORTT

Atough new breed of car

35



‘Sounds of Sandhurst: The Sovereign’s Parade’

(Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, Staff
Band) (Director of Music: Captain M G Lane)
(Spectacular Sounds LR 102)

My only experience of the Sovereign’s Parade has
been as part of the usual curtain-raising enter-
tainment for the guests or as a guest muyself.
Either way I have always been frozen stiff or
cooked-to-a-turn on what seems to be the draugh-
tiest, or hottest, barrack square in Christendom.

Commissioned masochists everywhere can re-
live every moment in this June 1975 version of a
parade that changes little over the years. Even the
pre-parade church service is here, with the
assembly march, the parade itself, the speech by
Princess Alice: Duchess of Gloucester, and ‘Auld
Lang Syne.’

[t being so, I cannot recommend this record to
anyone who buys for the music alone. One of the
tunes is ‘Here We Are Again,’ and that goes for
the whole programme. You have to sit through an
awful number of words of command (albeit beauti-
fully enunciated by Major Julian Pope, the adjut-
ant, who commands the parade and finally disap-
pears up those historic steps) and lots of pregnant
pauses Guards-style. The parade is a well-known
marathon for the band so don’t expect too much
in the way of refined playing or internal balance.
The programme of music is a perm of any twenty
from a hundred tunes with only one novelty when
Captain Lane takes a sideways glance at a nearby
racecourse with the ‘Ascot Gavotte’ from ‘My Fair
Lady.’

Every graduate of this revered establishment
will find his own memories enshrined here. For

me, a non-starter, is the memory to be forever

cherished of the white cadets coming off parade
with faces of greenish-yellow hue, and the col-
oured boys a much lighter shade of pale; all
having had the same training and ending up the
same colour. There’s democratic for you.  RB

“The Royal Tournament 1976’ (Massed Bands
of the Royal Air Force under the direction of the
ki3 Orgamsmg Director of Music, Wing-Commander
R E C Davies) (Band of the Royal Corps of
sigmls under the direction of Major K R R
) Pipe Band of the Kuwait Armed
€s under the direction of WO1 Isham) (EMI
6587)

has overdone the ‘background atmos-
time (an ingredient most beloved of

)andallislostinapmistgntmd

overpowering hum. And just as well sometimes.
By now you all know what to expect from a tattoo
record so I’ll just mention the items, leaving you
to imagine the rest.

The RAF bands play a fanfare and opening
march by Roy Davies himself, and the disc is
almost worth buying for these alone. His march
‘Skywatch’ is a winner and I wanted more of it
rather than the inevitable ‘Pathfinders,’ ‘Aida,’
‘Magnificent Men’ and ‘The Dam Busters.’

The Household Carousel is accompanied by the
Royal Signals with Major Evans’s fanfare ‘Silver
Stick” and a series of bits of tunes and trumpet
marches — ‘Cheval Royal’ (Shearn), ‘Cavalry
Ride’ (RB), ‘Boots and Saddles’ (Young) and the
aforesaid bits and pieces.

The Kuwait pipe band is predlctahly noisy and
unmusical, needing to be seen as well as heard to
justify themselves. From their list of music I’ve
no idea what they played but I can quite believe it
included a ‘Bedouin March’ and the ‘Qatar
March.’

The finale is also noisy with lots of 1914 trench
warfare with, again, the predictable ‘Mars ’ of
Gustav Holst and less predictable bits of Walton
O’Donnell. For the rest, a couple of ‘Tommies’
tunes,’ ‘Last Post’ played against a choir singing
‘Silent Night.” All very effective it must have been
in the arena, and even succeeds in conjuring up
the odd tear in the eye of the mere listener. I must
shoot that crocodile one day. RB

‘The World of Sousa Marches’ (The Band of
the Grenadier Guards conducted by
Lieutenant-Colonel F ] Harris) (Decca SPA 404)
The Grenadiers are on their third director of
music since this disc was made. Here is proof, for
all those doubting Thomases, that record com-
panies can circulate Sousa until the cows come
home and still make money. Why should they
take a chance with lesser Blankenburg, Blon and
Bigelow when a 1958 version of the very same
marches, done by the same band in 1968, will sell
like hotcakes? The fact that the same ten Sousa
marches have been recorded umpteen times by
other bands makes no difference.

Colonel Fred Harris is still soldiering on
at Eastbourne, where he now lives within
of the bandstand. He at least will find
amusement in seeing | lns.mme 1

 examples

Here are: The Stars and Stripes Forever, Tﬁg

Invincible Eagle, High School Cadets, The Pica-
dores, Semper Fidelis, El Capitan, Manhattan
Beach, King Cotton, Washington Post, lecrty
Bell.

‘Film Spectacular Vol 6: Great Stories from
World War II' (Stanley Black conducting the
London Festival Orchestra and Chorus) (Decca
Phase 4 Stereo PFS 4350)
The military bands have been flogging this stuff
for years now but, if you want it all over again
only lusher, nearer in atmosphere to the sound-
track, and with chorus, then this is definitely for
you. Personally I've had my fill of war epics and
the type of music that usually accompanies the
heroes into battle. Very effective at the time no
doubt but a whole LP of it makes you realise the
music for any film would do just as well for any
other.

Some of the best music to be inspired by a film
was Walton’s ‘Spitfire Prelude and Fugue’ (‘The

* First of the Few’) which rightly has pride of place

here, followed by ‘Bridge on the River Kwai’
(Alford/Arnold), ‘The Guns of Navarone’ (Tiom-
kin) and an extended suite from Richard Rod-
gers’s ‘Victory at Sea.’

Ron Goodwin’s ‘633 Squadron’ had to be there
of course, with ‘The Longest Day,” ‘Western

Approaches,” “The Great Escape’ and a final (one
hopes) tribute to “Mrs Miniver’ with hymn tune,
‘Land of Hope and Glory’ and Sir Winston’s most
emotional speech for good measure,

In my experience, though, the music dates less
quickly than its film, so perhaps we have not
heard the last of some of these themes. RB

‘Favourite Marches’ (London Philharmonic

Orchestra conducted by Arthur Davison) (Music

for Pleasure CFP 40254) :

The occasional orchestral record comes our way

for review, presumably because the title sounds
" military and should attract readers to buy. At this
rate we may yet receive Stravinsky’s ‘A Soldier’s
Tale’ and Britten’s “War Requiem.’

The eight marches on this disc have nearly all
been done recently by Karajan in a fine glossy
presentation as befits a maestro. Here they are
morcmrhadaybquniﬁnme (and cheaper) if
you like your tunes wrapped up symphonically.
Personally rather have had less hackneyed
there are hundreds of fine concert
( :;_c the light of day except in

NG an opera, or strangely
m bﬂ“ds play them as outgo-

mn and ‘Rakoczy’ marches,

Marche,’ Strauss’s ‘Radetz-
Bcethoven’s “Turkish March,’
ov's ‘Le Coq d’Or’ and
s ‘Marche Slave.’ RB

:
!f
|

‘The Best of the Royal Marines’ (Naval Home
Command, Portsmouth) (Conducted by Captain
J R Mason) (Polydor 2383 390 Super) Cassette
3170 390)

Not much here to excite SOLDIER readers. All
the items have been reviewed in the past on other
discs but are brought together for a second go at
the market.

“The Best of . . .” usually means what it says (at
least in the view of the producer) and if you don’t
already possess a Royal Marines record this will
do as well as any. I have said before that Captain
Jim Mason, now retired, is a fine march conduc-
tor, and most of the programme is in march
tempo. ‘Famous British Marches’ is a medley by
Gordon Langford and then there are ‘On the
Quarter Deck,’ ‘Sarie Marais’ (the South African
trek song), ‘The Red Cloak,” ‘Cockleshell
Heroes,’ “Colonel Bogey,” ‘Glorious Victory’ and
‘Marching with Sousa.’

Apart from his marches there are other ex-
amples of Alford’s work in the little overture ‘The
Hunt,’ the xylophone solo ‘Sparks’ and the great
slow march ‘By Land and Sea.’ RB

‘Sounds of Brass: Grimethorpe Colliery Band’
(Conducted by Elgar Howarth) (Decca SB 325)
(Cassette KBSC 325)

This marvellous record simply cannot be allowed
to slip through under the heading ‘Brass in Brief.’
Those of you who think you know what a brass
band is, and what it sounds like, should hear what
an original mind can do with it., All the old
cobwebs, gathered during Victorian daya and
allowed to congest, are swept away in a pro-
gramme almost entirely composed or arranged by
Elgar Howarth, the brilliant trumpeter, conduc-
tor, composer, and musician.

Using the usual percussion instruments plus
xylophone, gong, rattle, guerro and whip, and
with help from Decca engineer Arthur Bannister
to obtain echo effects and over-dubbing, he
revolutionises the whole brass band scene — not a
moment too soon in my opinion.

Elgar Howarth, whether under his own name
or as the anagrammatic W Hogarth Lear, is
always a tuneful composer, but in addition we
have the benefit of a lively and witty mind,
piquant harmony, and many brand new effects of
scoring. He started life as a bandsman but
departed for the RAF and professional training
before he could learn too many bad habits,

I could write a page on each piece but will make
do by first giving you the title of his own composi-
tions on this disc: ‘Red Sky at Night,” ‘Hogarth’s
Hoe-Down,’ ‘Barney’s Tune’ (for whistlers and
band), a truly magnificent ‘Cornet Concerto’ in
which he himself is the soloist, ‘Chinese Take-
Away,’ ‘Parade,’ ‘Paris le Soir’ and ‘Mosaic.” And
he has arranged ‘Jeannie with the Light Brown
hair’ as a euphonium solo, with “The Stars and
Stripes Forever’ as a postscript.

If you own the three-disc album ‘Festival of
Championship Brass’ and this one, you have the
finest representative programme of the brass band
repertoire available. ; RB

‘Regimental Marches of the British Army, Vol 3
(The Regimental Band of the Coldstream
Guards) (Director of Music: Captain R A Rid-
ings) (Polydor Super 2383 409) (Cassette 3170
409)

In contrast to my comments on everlasting Sousa
discs here we have a record company providing a
third issue of regimental marches. Let us hope
sales encourage Polydor to complete this marvell-
ous project.

Lieutenant-Colonel Sharpe conducted the first
two volumes, and the series continues under his
successor. There are still plenty of old marches to
be done but this collection more or less completes
the present Army list, plus a few of the amalga-
mated regiments.

Since the series is unique it should also be
definitive in all respects. A pity, therefore, that a
few misprints appear on the sleeve.

Here are the regiments and corps, in order of
play: Royal Irish Rangers, Queen’s Royal Irish
Hussars, Gordon Highlanders, Army Air Corps,
Royal Army Veterinary Corps, Small Arms
School Corps, Military Provost Staff Corps, Royal
Army Dental Corps, Intelligence Corps, Queen’s
Royal Surrey, Royal Fusiliers (7th), Royal Lin-

colnshire, Royal Leicestershire, Lancashire
Fusiliers, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, Royal Sus-
sex, Welch, Essex, Middlesex, York and Lancas-
ter, 10th Royal Hussars, 7th Duke of Edinburgh’s
Own Gurkha Rifles, 10th Princess Mary’s Own
Gurkha Rifles, Cameronians, King's Own York-
shire Light Infantry, King’s Shropshire Light
Infantry, Durham Light Infantry, 1st Green Jac-
kets, 3rd Green Jackets, Reconnaissance Corps,
Royal Hospital (Boys of the Old Brigade). RB

O o o
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‘The Morris Concert Band’ (Conductor: Harry
Mortimer) (Canon Records VAR 5968)

Maestro Mortimer and his boys in top form with
an almost totally light programme: ‘Burnished
Brass’ (Cacavas), ‘Bright Eyes,” overture ‘The
White Company’ (Richardson), ‘Eye Level,’
‘Cavalry of the Steppes,’ ‘Instrumentalist” march,
‘Wembley Way’ march, ‘Doon Valley’ (Allen
Street), ‘La Cucurumba,’ and ‘Sundown’ (Barsot-
). RB

‘Festival of Championship Brass’ (Decca STBC
7-9) (Cassette K28K 32)

For those who don’t normally buy brass band
records but who wouldn’t mind having a rep-
resentative selection from the repertoire by the
top bands with their conductors, sometimes alone
and sometimes combined or massed, then this will
suit your purpose.

In a box of three discs is a pretty good selection
from the ‘Sounds of Brass’ series, with Black
Dyke, GUS, Fairey, Yorkshire Imperial Metals,
Grimethorpe and others playing marches and
solos, overture ‘The Force of Destiny,” overture
‘The Corsair,” ‘Festive Overture’ (Shostakovich),
‘Concerto for Cornet’ (D Wright), Suite ‘The
Shipbuilders,” ‘Night on Bare Mountain,” ‘A
Moorside Suite’ and other lighter items. RB

in Annaba.

associated documentation.

desirable.

We are principal consultants to the Algerian Steel
Authority working on a major expansion of a steelworks

We are looking for an experienced qualified Fitter/Motor
Mechanic to take full responsibility for our fleet of
vehicles in Annaba, comprising some 270 cars.

As well as reporting to our Administration Controller on
Site, he will liaise closely with our Transport Manager at
head office in Epsom. His specific duties will include
vehicle maintenance, allocation to employees and

The successful applicant will be a qualified Fitter w:th a
thorough practical knowledge of operating a large fleet
of vehicles. Membership of either IRTE or CIT is

(ﬁ'ansport Officer

The ability to speak at least some French is important.
A short intensive course can be arranged before
departure, supplemented by classes on Site.

We offer a two, possibly three, year contract in the first
instance (renewable by mutual agreement), together
with an attractive salary, free furnished accommo-
dation and a company car. Married status is available.
Primary education is available in the Company’s own
English School in Annaba and education allowance and
fare paid travel is provided for older children.

e Please write briefly in the first instance giving career
details, to Mr G J Dempsey, W S Atkins & Partners,
Woodcote Grove, Ashley Road, Epsom, Surrey, or
telephone Epsom 26140 extension 2686 for an

application form.

W S Atkins & Partners &J

e
Algeria
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Goring Hall

: ~Boafd£ng and Day School for Boys ages 9-18.

- Afamily schoot with a happy atmosphere set in 14 acres at the seaside. Small forms
of 16-students, We offer 13 ‘O’ level and 8 ‘A’ ievel GCE subjects. Normal games
plus judo, swimming, fencing and tennis by qualified coaches. Good careers
section.

'mms from: The Principal, Goring Hall School, Goring By Sea, Sussex.
Tﬂephom Worthing 41587.

YOU'TOO

CAN AFFORD
ATAX FREE

UK=-Cyprus
Cyprus-UK

...either way there could be a
new car waiting for you
-backed by the HENLY organisation

Before departing for a
tour of duty in Cyprus, trade-in
your present car at any branch of Henlys,
Europe's largest Leyland Cars distributors, for
a sensible part-exchange price. That way you
will have all the advantages of the INTER-CAR
scheme, and the leading Leyland-Cars
distributors in Cyprus will set the price you are
quoted against a new or used car bought from one of their
branches. Whether you choose a new
Leyland model, or one of a wide selection of
guaranteed used cars, the car you purchase
through the INTER-CAR scheme waill be
waiting for you at the airport in Cyprus
Even if you have no car to
trade-in there are still advantages
to purchasing through
INTER-CAR.
Ask for full details

s GRS

Contact John Horgan, Inter-Car Centre
Henlys Ltd, West Street Bedminster Bristol 3 3LH
Telephone: Bristol 662261

ALFA.

Alfasud. A range of 5 seater sporting saloons to entertain
the family as well as the driver. Economical, without
economising on acceleration, top speed or roadholding.

And only 412 hours scheduled servicing to pay for in first
18,000 miles. Every inch Alfa Romeo.

About as far from ordinary family saloons as you can
comfortably get.

The Alfasuds start at £2,207* with B.F.G. specification.
(NAAFI finance available. From 10% deposn with up to
48 monthly repayments.)

Rorreeo

*Drive away export price — absolutely nothing extra to pay.

ALFASUD from

CLARENDON SCHOOL

A PUBLIC INDEPENDENT BOARDING SCHOOL
FOR GIRLS AGED 8-18.
FOUNDED 1898.

Daughters of several Army families are at Clarendon School and there will be
some vacancies in the Autumn Term this year if you would like your daughter to
join them. The School’s conveniently located premises are situated in beautiful
parkland in Bedfordshire. Further details are in the Girls’ School Year Book or
“Schools 1977" or you can write for a prospectus to The Headmistress, Claren-
don School, Haynes Park, Bedford MK45 3BL.

(Pictured Alfasud Ti £2,377.)

Military Sales Division, Alfa Romeo (GB) Ltd.,
Edgware Road, London NW2 6L.X. Tel: 01-450 8641.

Name

Rank

Address

Bt Y AT A aE

Tel

I I am interested in

L e e s i e SO S
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Books

Backs to the wall

‘Dunkirk: The British Evacuation
1940’ (Robert Jackson)

‘Tank Trap 1940’ (R Stanhope-
Palmer)

In the welter of recrimination which
followed the defeat of France, the
tremendous courage of the French
troops who did fight was overlooked.
Many a British soldier would not
have escaped via Dunkirk without
the courage of his French counter-
part. This is but one of the points
made by Mr Jackson’s admirable
account of Dunkirk in which he
paints a scene of mounting hopeless-
ness as the defeated allies fought their
rearguard actions against increasing
odds, the gloom pierced by the occa-
sional spark — Franklyn's tank
attack on Rommel’s 7th Panzer Divi-
sion, for instance.

Mr Jackson has drawn on the
recollections of many of those who
were there — soldiers, sailors and
airmen. It is a story that has been told
often before, and often not as well.

Mr Stanhope-Palmer has a lifelong
interest in history, particularly its
military side and, as a chartered
accountant, has often been dismayed
by the many elementary arithmetical
errors and contradictions which recur
in accounts of the Battle of Britain.
In effect, he conducts a probing audit
of 1940-41.

He deplores, for instance, the
unthinking acceptance that the
Luftwaffe of July 1940 was as big as
Goering bragged. It wasn’t. He does
not accept that RAF Fighter Com-
mand alone stood between Britain
and invasion in 1940 — he points to
the Navy, geography, Bomber
Command, the troops who escaped
from France, and the inadequacies of
Germany’s forces other than its
army, any one of which, he feels, was
enough to frustrate German designs.

From the British Army’s point of
view, Mr Stanhope-Palmer salvages

something from the ill-fated Greek

expedition. Though the Balkan cam-

paign was a rapidly won success for

Hitler, to some extent it delayed the

invasion of Russia.

1 Arthur Barker -Lid, 11 St Fohn’s

Hill, London SW11, £4.50.

2 Arthur H Stockwell Lid, Elms

Court, Ilfracombe, Devon, £2.50.
JCW

Armour

‘Military Vehicles
(Christopher F Foss)
‘Oyslager Auto Library: Armour on
Wheels 1o 1942’ (Edited by Bart H
Vanderveen)

‘World War Two Tanks’ (Eric Grove)
‘Panzer: The Armoured Force of the
Third Reich’ (Matthew Cooper and
James Lucas)

Mr Foss presents a profusely illus-
trated survey of what today’s soldier
rides in whether he be Australian,
German (East or West), Russian,
American, Chinese, Spanish or any
one of 17 other nationalities. This is
an invaluable book for the soldier
who wants to know what his allies or
the opposition possesses in the trans-
port field and how to recognise the
various vehicles,

of the World’

Mr Vanderveen looks at some very

odd designs as he surveys the
armoured wheeled vehicle’s
development since the beginning of
the century. Steam, petrol and diesel
propulsion are featured and one can
see clearly the lines of development
of the armoured car and how it was
reaching its ultimate form only in the
middle of World War Two.
Field-Marshal Sir Michael Carver
endorses Eric Groves’s superb study
of World War Two tanks and one can
only agree with his verdict that it will
be of great value to students,
enthusiasts and even those already
expert on the subject. Packed with
excellent illustrations, some in col-
our, as well as accurate line drawings

which illustrate camouflage systems,
it is deeply researched and covers
tanks and self-propelled guns from
little-known Polish, Japanese and
Italian models to the Shermans,
T-34s, Matildas, Churchills and
Cromwells which drove the Tigers
and Panthers from the battlefield.

Mr Cooper and Mr Lucas concen-
trate exclusively on the Panzers, the
armoured spearhead of the Wehr-
macht as it ranged across Poland,
Flanders, France, Russia and North
Africa humbling the world’s most
highly rated armies. Examining how
the theories of armoured warfare
were applied, the authors recall four
operations in detail — the high-speed
advance of Rommel's 7th Panzer
Division across France in May 1940;
the vast battle of encirclement
around Kiev in the summer and
autumn of the following year in
which the Germans took 600,000
prisoners; the battle of Gazala in
1942, a prime illustration of the cut-
and-thrust of bold Panzer tactics; and
the brilliant individual action in the
wooded, hilly country of Normandy
in 1944 of SS Obersturmfuehrer
Michael Wittmann, a company
commander in a Tiger tank battalion.

That the Panzers eventually failed,
say the authors, was due to the failure
of Hitler and the High Command to
grasp the implications of a new and
revolutionary doctrine.

This, too, is an excellent and
thought-provoking book.
1 Ian Allan Lid, Terminal House,
Shepperton, Surrey, £2.95
2 Frederick Warne & Co Lid, 40 Bed-
ford Square, London, ECIB 3HE,
£3.95
3 Orbis Publishing Lid, 20-22 Bed-
fordbury, London WC2, £4.50
4 Macdonald & Fanes Ltd, 8 Shepher-
dess Walk, London, NI 7LW, £4.95

jcw

Irish infantry

The Wild Geese
are Flighting

JOHN HORSFALL

‘The Wild Geese are Flighting’ (Fohn
Horsfall)

An intimate account of a closely knit
Irish infantry regiment fighting with
First Army towards Tunis in World
War Two. A tale, incidentally, of the

Irish Brigade, The Royal Irish
Fusiliers, The Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers and The London Irish

Rifles, but particularly of the RIF
(“The Faughs’) and especially of D
Company.

This was a typical Irish ‘band of
brothers’ who developed as an effec-
tive fighting machine, knowing their
worth and matching their confidence
against any opponent. Their weak-
nesses are shown, too, but their own
style of discipline held them together
as a formidable entity which could
suffer deprivations, hardships and
the continuing casualties of war to
grow stronger and more confident.

In battle they ate nothing — “we
simply kept going on rum.” When
they did eat they accepted the ‘com-
po’ pack as “one of the most inspired
rations ever served up to the British
infantry. It lacked nothing.”

The tale is told with typically dry
Irish humour and is as descriptive of
the difficult hill country as it is of the
brotherly atmosphere which bound
the Faughs and, indeed, the whole
Irish Brigade together.

Roundwood Press Lid, Kineton, War-
wick, £2.30 GRH

i

Shaper; of destihy

WHO'

‘Who’s Who in Military History’ (Fohn
Keegan and Andrew Wheatcroft)
This is a critical who's who of leading
soldiers, sailors and airmen compiled
by two practising military historians.
The siege and fall of Constantinople
in 1453 was chosen as starting point
because although guns were used
before then it was the Turkish can-
non that finally battered a way
through those ancient walls to estab-
lish a new age of warfare. .
From Alexander of Tunis, that
“beau ideal to Regular officers of his
generation and an Irish Guardsman
of legendary courage,” to Zhukov,
“in many ways the complete 20th
century soldier,” this book is an A to
Z compendium of military leaders
who have played their part in shaping
destiny. There are Napoleon (*“one of
the great captains of history”), Wel-
lington (““Britain’s greatest general’”),
that “great captain” Douglas MacAr-
thur, Foch (“one of the genuinely
great soldiers””), Hitler who “must be
given credit for conceiving or back-
ing some of the best military judge-
ments of the age,” and many more.
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SEGOND
TONONE

The famous motto of
the Coldstream Guards
applies equally well to
their Regimental Band,
whose reputation allows
no peers.

All the music on their
new album has been
chosen specifically by
John Curry the Olympic
and World Champion
Ice Skater who uses
these pieces for his
skating programmes,and
here they are played to
perfection. One can
imagine the skater’s
precision in comparison
with the musical precision
and
excellence
captured on
this record.

PL 25024

= S==TheBand of
The Goldstream Guards
playthe music
of JohnGurry

REMA
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Books

Supporting the text are some 300
black-and-white illustrations, 16
full-colour plates, nine pages of maps
and a useful glossary.

Weidenfeld & Nicholson Lid, 11 St
John’s Hill, London SW1l, £6.95
JFP]

‘The Grey Goose of Arnhem’ (Leo
Heaps)

After the Battle of Arnhem hundreds
of paras and glider troops, cut off
behind the German lines, sought to
evade capture. With the unstinting
help of the Durch Resistance, many
were hidden throughout the Arnhem
district but particularly in the small
town of Ede, to the north-west of
Arnhem.

Leo Heaps, a young subaltern in
the Ist Parachute Battalion, was cap-
tured but made a daring escape and
returned to organise the escape of the
evaders — a story which is often
overshadowed by the poignancy of
the battle itself.

Among the wounded taken to St
Elizabeth’s Hospital, Arnhem, was
Brigadier (later General) John Hack-
ett, Since the hospital was in SS
hands, he was promptly listed by
British medics as ‘Corporal Hayter’
and, before the evacuation of the
wounded to camps in Germany, was
spirited out of the hospital. Eventu-
ally he was hidden by three old maids
at Ede, next door to a Panzer billet
where German soldiers were fatten-
ing a grey goose for Christmas.

After many adventures, he
returned to the allied lines and a mes-
sage broadcast by the BBC, ‘The grey
goose has flown,’ told the old maids
that their patient had made it.

This is a tremendous story, cer-
tainly the most amazing mass escape

of World War Two. In telling it, the,

author pays homage to the valiant
Durch and his comrades-in-arms who
gchieved so much against such odds.
Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 11 St John's
Hill, London SW11, £4.50 Jcw

Seven decades

‘Let the Boy Win his Spurs’ (E C Bar-
ton)

A very chatty tale, this autobiog-
raphy, almost a nonstop monologue
and full of day-to-day detail of per-
sonal events over seven decades. The
author has a remarkable memory
and, apparently, a photographic
mind which enables his fluent style to
portray happenings of bygone days.

E.C.Barton
Let the bov win his spurs

From schooldays to Sandhurst and
very soon into barttle at Loos, com-
manding a company of the Worces-
tershires and still not 19 vears old.

Then the Somme and Ypres, a
broken arm from a shrapnel wound,
and the Military Cross.

In 1919 he was serving with the
West African Frontier Force where
the Nigerian company sergeant-
major was allowed four wives,
“sergeants three, corporals two and
privates one.” During the ‘troubles’
in Ireland in the 1920s, with two
comrades he captured Eamonn De
Valera, for whom there was a reward
of £10,000 — but not, of course, pay-
able to a serving soldier.

There was further service in Tur-
key, Malaya and India with the Roval
Sussex and a number of military
commands in World War Two. A
pleasant, full and varied story, set
down originally on ‘orders’ from his
family and well worth reading.
Research Publishing Co, 52 Lincoln’s
Inn Fields, London, £3.90 GRH

Great names

‘The War Lords: Military Commanders
of the Twentieth Century’ (Edited by
Field-Marshal Sir Michael Carver)
This is a collection of studies of 43 of
the great commanders of the two
world wars, edited and introduced by
Field-Marshal Sir Michael Carver,
who commanded an armoured
brigade in World War Two and even-
tually became Chief of the Defence
Staff.

He has narrowed the field from
100 in his first short list and been
compelled to confine the period

covered to the two wars. In spite of
more than 600 pages, the studies, by
authors such as Bernard Fergusson
on Wavell, Correlli Barnett on
Auchinleck and Lieutenant-
Commander Peter Kemp on Cunning-
ham and Doenitz, have necessarily
been limited. Nevertheless, their
conciseness probably makes them the
more easily readable as reference
material.

Within the relatively short space
for such an ambitious project the
editor has gathered material that not
only reveals the character and moti-
vation of the men who controlled the
action but also presents a fair overall
picture of the two world wars.

The ‘war lords’ reviewed include
Jellicoe, Haig, Hindenburg, Pétain,
Kemel, Monash, Pershing, Tren-
chard, Dowding, Rommel, Harris,
Alexander, Mountbatten, Slim,
Yamamoto, MacArthur, Tedder,

Montgomery, Eisenhower, Bradley

and Patton. All military students will

want this very readable gallery of the

great.

Weidenfeld & Nicolson Lid, 11 St

John’s Hill, London SW11, £10.00
GRH

‘The Lore of Arms’ (William Reid)
Tome, meaning ‘a very large heavy
volume,’ can well be applied to this
excellent work which employed 15
experts on the artwork alone. The
text, by the Director of the National
Army Museum and by no means
heavy, is the result of 20 years’ study
of material including arms collections
in more than a score of countries.
The author was earlier for 13 years on
the staff of the Tower of London
armouries.

The illustrations show extreme
detail and lead the reader through the
work which extends from the early
flint weapons, such as daggers,
arrowheads and aborigine spearheads
of prehistoric times, to the German
Leopard tank of 1966. Here can be
found in colour and clearness
medieval armour showing its intri-
cate composition down to the tiniest
rivet, Australian war forks, early
Italian and German pistols, swords of
all arms and even the American pistol
knife of 1837.

Guns, shells, rifles, grenades and
helmets are all included, as well as
mines, tanks and mortars up to and
including World War Two. Many of

the tools and instruments used in the
making of armour and weapons are
included and there are details also of
some fortifications. This well-
produced and extensive volume will
undoubtedly become a standard
work of reference.

Mitchell Beazley Lid, 14/15 Manette

Street, London, WIV SLB, :
£13.95 GRH b
#
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Resistance

‘They Feared No Evil: The Women
Agents of Britain’s Secret Armies
193945 (Fames Gleeson)

After the German occupation of
Western Europe, it was not long
before Resistance organisations came
into being, snowballing to a mighty
force by D-Day.In this secret war,
women were as important as men. In
France alone 100,000 native French-
women were active in the Resistance;
12,000 of them were captured and
imprisoned and only 2000 of those
survived the war.

The French section of the Special
Operations Executive infiltrated 39
women agents into France by
parachute, ab%'raft and boat between
May 1941 and"July 1944. It is their
inspiring story which Mr Gleeson
tells in this moving book.

Some of them are famous —
Odette Churchill, Violette Szabo —
but others are not so well known. Mr
Gleeson tells the story of women like
Pearl Witherington who led a Maquis
unit in battle; Yvonne Baseden who
survived capture and torture in
:Ravensbruck; Suzanne Charise who
endured betrayal and imprisonment
but managed to escape; the Nearne
family of Jacqueline, Eileen and their
‘brother Francis, who all disting-
uished themselves in SOE.

This is a book which may stand as
‘a tribute to them all.

Robert Hale & Company, Clerkenwell
House, Clerkenwell Green, London,
ECIR OHT, £3.95 JCW
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Arnhem and Aachen

‘A Bridge at Arnhem’ (Charles Whit-
ing)

‘Bloody Aachen’ (Charles Whiting)
Hitherto, Mr Whiting has scored
several successes as a war historian by
recalling forgotten or off-beat
actions, or by telling familiar storiés
from the opposing point of view. His
book on Arnhem is a worthwhile con-
tribution to the literature of Opera-
tion Market Garden although he is up
against the stiff opposition of Cor-
nelius Ryan’s best-selling ‘A Bridge
Too Far.’

One might argue with Mr Whiting
when he writes ‘... the bloody
defence of that cauldron (the Arnhem
perimeter) was somehow elevated to
the status of a victory, in much the
same way that Dunkirk, the British
Army’s disastrous evacuation of the
BEF from France in 1940, was trans-
formed from the débécle it was into a
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Save big money
taking your car across
the North Sea.

As a Serviceman, service dependant or attached
civilian, you could qualify to ferry your car over the
North Sea and back at special low cost! This is a special
military concession on top of normal off-peak
reductions-it applies whether you are crossing the
North Seafora posting or just on leave.

North Sea Ferries operate an efficient drive-
aboard service every night from Hull to Rotterdam
(Europoort) and Zeebrugge-and back. You geta good
night's sleep and fare includes 5-course dinner
and English breakfast. There are bars, lounges,
duty-free shops, juke-box-even colour TV. And big new
Jumbo Ferries give extra comfort and elbow room
onthe Rotterdam route.

Sodrive aboard North Sea Ferries for an easy
passage at privileged rates. s

Remember: North Sea Ferries sail between Hull-
Rotterdam, (Europoort) and Hull-Zeebrugge
over night, every night, in hotel comfort.

Details from: North Sea Ferries Ltd., Dept
King George Dock, Hull, HU9 5QA, Yorkshire, or PO. Box
1476, Rotterdam, Holland, or your local agent.

-+ NORTH SEA FERRIES

Special forces concession
now also applies to UK-based servicemen and
their dependants.

LTRSS
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triumph.” Arnhem was in no way a
victory but I think it would be true to
say that the Paras of today regard it
rather as the French Foreign Legion
regards Camerone — as a defeat, dis-
aster if you like, in which such great
heroism was shown that the tradition
of it is well worth preserving.

Mr Whiting is on much safer
ground as he explores the US First
Army’s struggle for Aachen, that
six-week slogging match in which the
Wehrmacht and SS clung grimly to
the ancient imperial city where, in
1000 years, 32 German emperors and
kings were crowned.

Aachen was also a bastion of
Catholicism in Hitler’s godless state
and, when the US Army approached,
some 20,000 Aacheners, including
their bishop, chose to disobey the
order to evacuate the city. As the bat-
te raged, they were literally in the
crossfire, hounded by the Germans
because they had disobeyed, by the
Americans because they were ‘the
enemy.’

Aachen’s ordeal is well worth recal-
ling and Mr Whiting does the story
full justice.

1 White Lion Publishers Ltd, 138 Park

Lane, London, W1Y 3DD, £4.50

2 Leo Cooper Lid, 196 Shaftesbury

Avenue, London, WC2H 8FL, £4.95
JCW

Cdmpendium

‘Collecting Military Antiques’ (Fred-
erick Wilkinson)

This comprehensive survey opens
with two useful chapters on the
mechanics of collecting and some tips
on care, display and research.
Uniforms, helmets and headdress,
badges, arms and armour, medals
and decorations are all discussed and
there is a helpful chapter on model
soldiers. Several pages are devoted to
the development of uniforms and it is
interesting to learn, for example, that
the British cavalry, splendid in their
own right, were outdressed by the
French under Napoleon. While a
lone tunic may look a trifle lost in a

collection, a helmet or shako can be
mounted with an immediate appeal
which, says Mr Wilkinson, may be a
reason for their popularity. :

As well as a chapter on military
oddments from a decorated clay pipe
to a Victorian soldier’s ‘housewife,’
there are sections on pay and mail,
books and ephemera, police and a
final chapter for the specialist in mat-
ters naval.

This well-illustrated book covers
almost everything to interest the col-
lector, including such humble items
as postcards and cartoons. There is
also an excellent bibliography plus a
handy list of military museums in the
English-speaking world.

Ward Lock Lid, 116 Baker Street,
London, WIM 2BB, £4.95 JFP]

Mobs for jobs

MILITARY
E

ﬁ_‘Bl-l'l'

‘Military Elites’ (Roger A Beaumont)
Allied units specially formed for
fighting behind enemy lines had tied
up Axis Reserves by “45 divisions in
the Balkans alone” by 1944. These
‘mobs for jobs’ included the British
Commandos, the Special Air Service
(a purposely misleading title), and
the Long-Range Desert Group which
wiped out planes and vehicles and
raised ‘general hell” in the rear of
Rommel's Afrika Korps.

They all thrived on sabotage and
disruption and are some of the élite
corps considered in this book. The
Germans had the Brandenburgers
seeking intelligence, disrupting and
deceiving.

All these units were useful ta effect
surprise and disorganise the enemy
but few of them survived the war.
The then Major-General Wavell
warned as early as 1936 that the
threat of parachute troops was
greater than their actual use; Russia,
first to drop airborne troops in com-
bat, was seeking a new élite.

The ultimate were the Japanese
Kamikaze pilots. The author believes
that guerrilla bands, street gangs,
gangsters and some élite forces have
much in common and his deductions
and ideas are well worth considerable
and wide study.

Robert Hale & Co, Clerkenwell Green,
London, ECIR 0HT, £5.50 GRH




THE MILITARY BOOK SOCIETY PULLS OFF ANOTHER GREAT COUP
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Another great coup by the Military Book Society! Any two of these
compelling books for only 39p each (plus postage & packing) — an
explosive introductory offer. Join now. Membership means protection
through tremendous savings, plus a wide-ranging choice of titles.
Famous books on war . . . on land, at sea, in the air. New releases about
military men, memorable campaigns, daring operations, the

Dr. Noble Frankland, D.F.C.,
M.A., D.Phil, Director of The
Imperial War Museum, London,
The understanding of war, its
causes, how il is waged and its effects,

15 imporlant to the understanding of the
socteties in which we live today. The
purpose of The Imperial War Museum
15 to enlarge this understanding and The
Military Book Society shares that
purpose. No comparable Book Club
untry and its facilities

says:

extstsin this
will be widely welcomed.”

19 German Army
Uniforms & Ins:
1933~45- Brian L. Davis,

Sumptuous work of

reference, [ y
illustrated. mally £4.75
685 The Encyclopedia of
Air Warfare, 320 colour
drawings. Over 300 superb
pictures — many in colour.

Normally £4.95.
I The Encyclo
Warfare, From

ironclads to nuclear
warships. 250 action
pictures, 50 drawings,
maps, Bo,000 words.
Normally £4.95,

1066 Decisive Battles of
the 20th Century. Land-
*Sea-Air. Edited Noble
Frankland and Christopher
Dowling. Normally £5.95

ISBN 0 11 724689 1

GUINNESS 15
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1130 Hitler’'s Wartime
Picture Magazine.

Ed. by S. L. Mayer. The
phenomenally successful
Nazi periodical. Profusely
illustrated in colour.
Normally £4.50

483 German Armoured
Card of World War IL
History, technical details
and 250 photographs.
Normally £3.95

1347 Famous Bombers
of the Second World
War. William Green. A
companion volume to
Famous Fighters of the
Second World War,

also richly illustrated.
Normally £4.95

1068 Famous Fighters of
the Second World War.
William Green. A new
revised edition, Illustrated
with many unique photo-
graphs and drawings.
Normally£4.95

27 Tank. Macksey-
Batchelor. Superbly
Mllustrated history of the
Armoured Fighting
Vehicle. Normally £2.95

814 A Concise
Dictionary of Military
Biography. Windrow/
Mason. Instant reference
to a thousand years of
military personalities.
Normally £5.95

7%, Pumnell Book Services Limited
(T #% 1) Reg. Londan 95896
@ A subsidiary of The

1245 Trafalgar. John
Terraine. Superbly
illustrated account of the
complex campaign
climaxing in the Battle of
Trafalgar. Normally
£595

1460 The Guinness
History of Air Warfare.
David Brown, Christopher
Shores, Kenneth Macksey.
From hot-air balloons to
supersonic strikers.
Normally £6.50

Handbook on the
British Army 1943.
Ed. by Chris Ellis, Peter
‘Chamberlain. Command
structure, equipment and
tactics. Normally £4.50

British Printing Corporation
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1463 Ribbons & Medals.
H. Taprell Dorling. Latest
edition, Includes new
nations, full size reproduc-
tions and photographs.
Normally £5.00

757 The Bitter Years.
Richard Petrow. In depth
appraisal of the German
invasion and occupation of
Denmark and Norway.
Normally £5.25

Richard Humble, Action
portraits of the French
commanders in Spain.
Normally £3.25

1070 The British Navy =
A Concise History.
Oliver Warner. A concise
illustrated history of ships,
battles and men.

Normally £4.50

plus postage
and packing
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