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" SERVICES CREDIT SCHEME

This scheme provides specially reduced Hire Purchase
Terms for Commissioned Officers and Senior N.C.O.s
wishing to buy Motor Vehicles
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THE FINEST TOBACCO PERFECTLY PACKED



ATOMI ENERGY RESEARCH ESTABUSHMENT
o HARNEL

Instrument Makers.
Precision Fitter/Turners.
Toolmakers.

Maintenance Fitter/Turners.
Universal Millers.
Electronic Mechanics.
Electrical Fitters.

Several of these vacancies have arisen due to the
opening of the new establishments nearby at Culham
and the National Institute for Research in Nuclear
Science. Applicants will be considered for vacancies at
all three establishments.

* HOUSES
Married men living outside the Harwell transport
area will be housed or given assistance towards house
purchase.
@ Superannuation and sick pay schemes.
@ Assisted transport arrangements.
@ Further education facilities.

Please send for explanatory booklet and application forms to
Industrial Recruitment Officer, A.E.R.E. Harwell,
Didcot, Berks.

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE
& ELECTRIC COMPANY LIMITED

ELECTRONIC LABORATORIES, LIVERPOOL

COMMISSIONING and
MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS

A number of men are required for commissioning and
maintenance of Electronic Equipment being developed and
manufactured in the Company’s Electronic Laboratories. The
work involves bringing into commission and subsequent
maintenance of specialised equipment. Special training and
experience will be given in the Laboratories prior to going
out to site. _

Experienced N.C.O.’s and Senior Ratings in Radar and
electrical trades in the Services and applicants with O.N.C.
or. HB?I.C. in Electrical Engineering would be particularly
suitable.

Application should be made to:

The Personnel Manager,
AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE & ELECTRIC CO. LTD.,
Exchange Laboratories, 39-87, Cheapside, Liverpool, 2

giving details of age and experience.

Interviews will be arranged at Liverpool and out-of-pocket

SERVICE IN AFRICA

Regular Army of Rhodesia & Nyasaland
expanding due to the creation of new units,
requires well qualified Non-Commissioned
Officers for Infantry and S.A.S. Units.

This is a Young Country offering

Excellent Prospects, and Abundant

Sport in an ideal climate.

Apply: Call or Write,
SENIOR LIAISON OFFICER (S)

Rhodesia House, Strand,
London, W.C.2.

TECHNICIANS

If you have been working on telecommunications or electronic
equipment during your service, the GENERAL ELECTRIC COM-
PANY LIMITED would like to hear from you.

We manufacture:
(a) V.H.F. and microwave radio and multiplexing
equipment up to 1800 channels.
(b) Computers.
(c) Automatic electro-mechanical and electronic tele-
phone exchanges.
Vacancies exist at all levels in our test departments and staff
salaries start at £13 a week for electrical testers, £833 a year for test
engineers and £963 and upwards for senior test engineers.

Please apply to the Staff Officer, The

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY LTD.
COPSEWOOD COVENTRY

expenses paid.
.
Q E

TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIMITED
require

TESTERS & INSPECTORS
at HAVERHILL in SUFFOLK

The Company is engaged in manufacturing a wide range of
electronic equipments.

Applicants should have had a minimum of three years’ practical
experience in industry or have served in H.M. Forces as Wireless/
Radar Mechanics.

The Factory is a modern one in a rapidly expanding market town.

HOUSES ARE AVAILABLE FOR SUITABLE APPLICANTS

The above vacancies are particularly suitable for men who have
had experience of H.F.,, V.H.F. and U.H.F. Equipment in the
Services, and are interested in settling in East Anglia on being
demobilised from H.M.Forces.

Applications (quoting Ref. No. 1940/GW) giving full particulars of past
experience should be made in writing to:—

The Personnel Manager
Pye Telecommunications Limited
Ditton Works, Newmarket Road
CAMBRIDGE
Telephone: Teversham 3131
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THE

OUTSTANDING

CIGARETTE

OF THE DAY

VIRGINIA TOBACCO AT ITS BEST

WELL MADE - WELL PACKED

Something
to write home about!

The sensational Ronson Varaflame—most
advanced gas lighter in the world,

Wherever you go you’ll be proud
to own a Ronson lighter. Each
one is precision engineered and
handsomely finished. Choose a
Ronson from the wide range
at your NAAFI.

EONSON

World’s Greatest Lighters

HOME IS
WHERE YOU 4
TAKEIT! A4

Worried about the next move? Take your home with you from
posting to posting! A caravan home is transportable and comfort-
able, giving privacy and independence. We provide a comprehensive
caravan service—sales or hire, towing, exclusive sites, insurance,
easiest of terms, etc.

.ALL LEADING cln‘v‘Ns
MAKES SUPPLIED Telephone:
Waltham Cross
m || 26309 or send
= coupon for details

To: EDMUND J. GREEN (CARAVANS) LTD.
Breach Barns, Galley Hill, Waltham Abbey, Essex.

Please send full details of your Forces caravan service without obligation.

I would require a caravan to accommodate. ... .. people,
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Honesc John leaps from its launcher, belclnng smoke and ﬂnme. Seeonds later it exploded in
mid-air four miles away. Honest John is a free-flight missile with a range of nearly 20 miles.

WOODED hillside on Salisbury

Plain erupted in smoke and flame as

a creeping barrage of 25-pounder

and 5.5-inch shells crashed down. Centurion

tanks joined battle with their 20-pounders

and Browning machine-guns and para-

troopers and Infantry opened up with their

three-inch mortars, Wombat anti-tank guns,

105-mm pack howitzers, their new general

pl:lrpose machine-guns and self-loading
rifles.

On the pitted hillside, tank after tank was
knocked out and enemy forward positions
were obliterated as the tremendous weight
of fire swept every yard of ground. Then, as
the barrage died, Royal Navy and Royal Air
Force jet fighters and bombers screamed in
to rocket and bomb the rear areas.

In those few minutes nearly a million
rounds of live ammunition were fired, an
auspicious opening to the first large-scale

Picture: SOLDIER Cameraman ARTHUR BLUNDELL

land-air warfare demonstration held by the
three fighting Services in Britain and the
largest concentration of weapons, machines
and equipment since World War Two.

It was also the first time that the Army has
been able to show at one demonstration the
remarkable accuracy and lethality of its latest -
weapons—the Honest John, the 8-inch how-
itzer; the Malkara, mounted on its Hornet
armoured vehicle; the Wombat, the pack
howitzer; and the new machine-guns and
self-loading rifles—and the increased mobil-
ity and striking power which its helicopters
and light aircraft now provide.

Few, if any, of the 4000 spectators—high-
ranking officers and cadets from all three
Services, military liaison staffs from Com-
monwealth and NATO countries and Gov-
ernment officials—went away unimpressed
by the tremendous advances the Army has

continued on page 7

The Army showed off its new weapons and a mil-
lion live rounds were fired at a dramatic demon-

stration of the hitting power of the three Services
PAGE 5
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The Infantry’s latest anti-tank gun, the Wombat, in action. This weapon, which weighs only 6501bs, is carried in a long-wheel-
!msed Land-Rover and can be manhandled across country on its own two-wheeled carriage. Four men are needed to operate it.
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Above: Paratroopers give supporting fire witll the 105-mm pack howi i i i
. pack howitzer, the three-in-one weapon which can be used as a ho tzer,
anti-tank gun or field gun. Below: Centurions blast enemy tanks with their 20-pounders and Infantry with machine‘:qguna.
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The Belvedere twin-rotor helicopter delivers a Land-Rover to the paratroopers minutes after they have landed. This twin-engine
machine can carry 25 fully-armed Infanirymen and can be used for dropping supplies, as an air ambulance and for reconnaissance.

made in its training and ability to fight a
conventional war and the interdependence
of land, sea and air forces in battle.

The demonstration was in four parts, each
bearing an appropriate code name, thought
up, presumably, by a feminist.

“Noisy Nora” hid the identity of the ear-
splitting show of fire power; “Saucy Sue”
showed how paratroopers and an Infantry
brigade group would carry out an airborne
assault; “Plain Jane” demonstrated the
advance of an Infantty brigade group and
included the live firing of an Honest John
and an 8-inch howitzer; and “Pretty Lily”
was a static display of Royal Navy and Royal

Air Force aircraft.

The men of 20 Army units, and a group
headquarters, three air squadrons of the
Royal Navy and 16 Royal Air Force stations
in Britain and Germany took part.

“Saucy Sue” had many lessons for the
spectators, emphasising in particular the vital
need for speed, split-second timing and
meticulous planning. It began when nine
Hastings aircraft, protected by Royal Navy
jet fighters, roared overhead to disgorge 270
paratroopers of the 1st Battalion, The Para-
chute Regiment. Seconds afteér the para-
troopers had touched down, five Beverleys
lumbered in, parachuting heavy vehicles,

weapons and equipment on platforms. With-
in minutes vehicles and weapons were in
action and the paratroopers had secured the
airfield. As they took up defensive positions
four more Beverleys arrived with reinforce-
ments from 51st Infantry Brigade Group and
the Royal Air Force Regiment. At the same
time a maintenance area was set up and heli-
copters and light aircraft arrived to ferry
supplies to the forward troops, returning
with casualties, which were then flown back
to base in a Beverley. Later, more helicop-
ters — Whirlwinds, Sycamores, the twin-
rotor Belvedere and the Canadian Caribou

OVER...
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ANY of the Army’s new weapons,

fighting vehicles and equipment

—from the Malkara to an elec-

tronic velocity analyser—were on show at a

static display at Larkhill, and among them

were three Infantry weapons now under-
going trials.

One was a Dutch sniperscope (below,
left), fitted with infra-red ray apparatus,
which can hit its target at 150 yards in the
dark. It weighs 15lbs and is being tried out
by the Small Arms School Corps.

The other two weapons were anti-tank
recoilless rocket launchers, either of which
may replace the 3.5-inch rocket launcher at
present in use in the British Army. One was
the Canadian Heller 3.2-inch rocket
launcher (above) which, it is claimed, can
knock out a moving tank at 300 yards. It
weighs 30lbs and can be operated by one
man. The other was the Swedish 84-mm
recoilless rocket launcher (right), which also
weighs 30lbs and has similar characteristics
to the Heller.

ON TRIA
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The Malkara on its
armoured vehicle, the
Hornet. Driven by a
two-stage solid propel-
lant rocket motor, the
Malkara is claimed to
be able to destroy the
heaviest known tank.

Left: Honest John,
the Gunners’ free-flight
missile, on its launcher.
It is 27ft long and can
carry an atomic, high
explosive, smoke or
chemical warhead. It
weighs five tons and
has a solid fuel motor.

(this aircraft can be airborne in 50 feet) and
Pioneers—touched down and began moving
troops and equipment where they were most
needed. The value of the Belvedere in this
kind of operation (it can carry a 5500-lb
load or 25 men up to 50 miles and return
without refuelling) was never more evident.
Nor was the need for more helicopters and
light aircraft, if the Army is to achieve the
mobility it requires in any future war.

There was little new in “Plain Jane,” a
demonstration of a brigade group deploying
and engaging an enemy, except the obvious
lesson that helicopters can be put to a variety
of uses, among them reconnaissance, carrying
demolition parties to blow bridges and clear
minefields, “delivering and ‘collecting mess-
ages and stores and rushing reinforcements
to tactically weak parts of the battlefield.

For most spectators, the firing of an 8-inch
howitzer and Honest Yohn, both of which
have a nuclear potential, was the highlight of
the display. Surprisingly, the noise of the
former when it was fired with a high explo-
sive charge at a target ten miles away was
little more than a dull thud, but Honest John,
a free-flight missile, lived up to its reputa-
tion.

As the count-down reached zero, a spurt
of red flame leapt from the weapon, searing
the grass (and scorching some photographers
who had ventured too close). Unlike Blue
Water and Corporal, which leave their plat-
forms slowly, Honest, fohn sped from its
mobile launcher and in a flash had dis-
appeared into the clouds. Seconds later, more
than four miles away, it exploded with a bril-
liant flash and disintegrated. Had it been
allowed to land and carried a nuclear charge
it would have wiped out a town as big as
Yeovil.

E. J. GROVE

SOLDIER

ON'T be surprised if one of these
D days you see an Army recruit-
ing poster which says: “Jojn
the Army—And Buy a House.”

As SOLDIER went to press final discus-
sions were taking place between the War
Office and the Building Societies’ Associa-
tion on an imaginative plan to institute a
savings scheme for Servicemen so that on
retirement they will have the money to
buy a house.

Details of the scheme—foreshadowed
earlier this year by the War Minister as part
of his seven-point plan to attract more
Regular recruiti—have yet to be announced,
but SOLDIER understands that in future
any Regular soldier will be able to contri-
bute weekly sums of money through his unit
to a building society which, on his discharge,
will assist him in acquiring a home and
grant him mortgage facilities. Moreover,
the soldier’s savings will qualify him for a
special bonus or an additional interest.

In these days of inflated prices and short-
age of houses (and the distressing . habit
some local authorities have of putting the
ex-Serviceman at the bottom of their hous-
ing lists) the soldier’s prospects of finding a
suitable home after leaving the Army are
grim.

This new scheme—which will be voluntary
—has everything to commend it and it will
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to Soldier

be a foolish man indeed who fails to take
advantage of it. And, SOLDIER ventures to
think, it will play an important part in per-
suading young men with an eye on the future
to join the Army.

*

HE portrait of one of Britain’s
most famous soldiers has become
a bone of contention in the art world.

It is Goya’s painting of the first Duke of
Wellington which was recently bought from
the Duke of Leeds for £140,000 by an
American who originally wanted to take it
home but later agreed to sell it to the
National Gallery for the price he had paid.

As SOLDIER went to press the Chancellor
of the Exchequer was considering a proposal
that the Treasury should buy back the por-
trait for the nation. If this happens SOLDIER
can think of no better place for its permanent
home than the new National Army Museum
in Camberley, a suggestion which the Iron
Duke, we feel sure, would heartily endorse.

*

IS shouting in the Army really neces-
sary? asks Mr. Emanuel Shinwell,
who was War Minister—and a very
good one, too—in the early 1950’s.
Recently, Mr. Shinwell revealed that when
he used to visit Army units he was often

worried by the “rather harsh expressions’’
and unnecessary bawling out of men by
some non-commissioned officers which, he
thought, might be one reason why some
soldiers buy themselves out.

SOLDIER’s experience is that in these
enlightened days there are very few NCO’s
left who bawl out their men without just
cause and that the men themselves do not
resent it if they respect those who have to
do the shouting and understand the reason
for it.

Shouting is necessary both on the bar-
rack square (how else, for example, can an
NCO make his voice carry to the farthest-
flung man on parade?) and in the field and
SOLDIER shudders at the thought of the
chaos that would' ensue if NCOs never
spoke above a whisper. "

But, echoing Mr. Shinwell’s sentiments,
there is a time and a place for shouting and
if NCOs—and officers—want to shout they
should not do it to embarrass their men or
to show off their authority.

*

ALKING of noise, the Army—

except the Brigade of Guards—will
soon be wearing noiseless rubber-soled
boots. The Guards will retain their
present leather-soled, steel-tipped am-
munition boots so that they can con-
tinue to stamp loudly on sentry go.

And quite right, too, says SOLDIER’s
ex-Guardsman. Just imagine a whacking
great Guardsman stamping his feet at
Buckingham Palace and making no noise!
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The mobile road maker disgorges tar and grit as it rides along at 15 m.p.h. The
thickness of the surface can be varied and vehicles can use it as soon as it is laid.

THE HIGH SPEED ROAD

THE Army’s long search for a way to
make roads in double-quick time so
that troops and supplies can be
ferried forward rapidly and safely is over.

The answer is the prosaically-named
High Speed Road Surfacing Unit, an
astonishing machine which can lay nearly
half a mile of tarmacadam road, suitable for
heavy vehicles, in two minutes. And vehicles
can use the road as soon as it is made.

The High Speed Road Surfacing Unit,
mounted on a six-wheeled lorry chassis, is
the brainchild of the Military Engineering
Experimental Establishment at Christ-
church, in Hampshire, which designed and
developed it. It can carry up to 650 gallons
of tar and 11 tons of grit and operates at
between four and 15 miles an hour, laying
the road—equally well on hard core and bare
earth—behind it as it drives along. The
thickness of the road can be varied for the
type of traffic which will use it.

One of the machines had been ordered by
the United States Army and British indus-
trialists are interested in it for possible
civilian use.

The High Speed Road Surfacing Unit is
only one of the many inventions conjured up
by the Army’s backroom boys at the Military
Engineering Experimental Establishment,
the Director of which is Sir Donald Bailey
who invented his famous bridge there. The
Establishment also carries out evaluation
trials with engineering equipment for the
Army and commercial concerns.

As SOLDIER went to press the Establish-
ment was conducting experiments with the
French Gillois Bridge—a monstrous am-
phibian which floats on rubber blisters—
which is likely to be accepted for use in the
British Army.

This ter-like

phibian is one of the units of the Gillois bridge now undergoing trials
at the Military Engineering Experimental Establishment.

The vehicle is 40 ft long, 12} ft high and 10 ft. wide and weighs 304 tons. It carries a 26-ft
long bridge span which can carry a load of up to 50 tons and is swung round at right angles
to the front and rear of the vehicle when it is waterborne. Twe or more of these units, joined
together like a pontoon, will make a ferry that can ply across water under the power of their
own outhoard diesel motors.

On land the Gillois can travel at more than 20 miles an hour. When the amphibian enters
the water its wheels retract and it floats on the rubber blisters on either side.

The Gillois was invented by a French Army officer of that name and; it is thought, will
become standard equipment for all NATO armies.
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A THOUSAND FALL IN

Members of the Javelin Troop team of the Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Signals, pause at
the crossroads at Widecombe-in-the-Moor to work out, the best and quickest way to Bench Tor.

Above: Maj-Gen Cubbon addresses
the competitors at the foot of Haytor
Rocks. Some teams came from as
far away as Harrogate and Chester.

Right: S/Sgt J. Massey checks in.
one of the teams as the leader
mounts Bench Tor. The men who
manned the tors slept out all night.

COVER PICTURE

OLDIER’s front cover shows the Jerboa
“A’ team—one of the 20 entered by the
Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Signals

—at the end of their trek across Dartmoor.

Led by Junior-Sergeant B. W. Bradbury-
Brooke, the Jerboa team fed mainly on fruit
and sausage rolls, slept in a ditch and finished
among the leaders.
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dressed young men and women, all

carrying knapsacks, set off from the
foot of Haytor Rocks on a 50-mile march
across the wild, bracken-clad hills of Dart-
moor.

They were taking part in the Army-
organised Ten Tors expedition—the biggest
youth event of its kind ever held in Britain
and a gruelling test of endurance, deter-
mination and map reading that was to claim

Q.N hour after dawn a thousand gaily

. nearly 200 victims before the two-day trek

Wwas over.

The youths, with some 60 girls, came
mainly from the west and south of England,
but there were teams, too, from as far afield
as Yorkshire, Cheshire and Lancashire.
There were young soldiers from Regular
Army and Territorial Army units, teams
from almost all the Junior Leaders regi-
ments and Apprentices schools, the Com-
bined and Army Cadet Forces, the Royal
Navy, Royal Air Force, Police cadets, the
three Women’s Services and dozens of
civilian enthusiasts,

They gathered at the foot of Haytor
shortly after dawn to hear Major-General
J. H. Cubbon, of 43rd (Wessex) Division-
District, who arrived by helicopter, wish
them good luck and at the sound of a trum-
pet fanfare, played by six bandsmen of the
Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Signals,
opened their sealed envelopes containing
the names of the ten tors which they could
visit in any order.

The girls—and boys under 16—had to
cover a less strenuous course which also
took them to the tops of ten tors.

Hurriedly, the teams conferred, marked
the tors on their maps, worked out the
shortest routes to each and were off, most of
them marching first by road to Widecombe
and then through knee-high bracken and
over rocks to the top of Bench Tor.

Others decided on different routes and
there were some who quickly paid the
penalty for faulty map reading. One team
became so hopelessly lost in the first hour
that it had to give up.

As the day wore on and the sun got hotter,
some of the competitors—all carrying a

—

Pl

two days a thousand boys
girls tramped over Dartmoor

to prove that today’s much-

maligned young people are just
as tough as their parents were

sleeping bag or blankets, food and cooking
equipment—began to lag behind schedule
and by mid-afternoon more than 50 boys
and a dozen girls had retired with badly
blistered feet.

The rest battled on over the hills, flop-
ping down for a few minutes’ rest and a
drink of water at one tor before wearily
setting off for the next. One Royal Marine
Commando team, hardened by previous
tough training on Dartmoor, spurned a more
comfortable, but longer, route for one which
took them waist-high through the River Dart
and saved nearly an hour.

At eight o’clock on the first evening every
competitor had to halt and all movement was
forbidden until six o’clock the next morning.
Some found shelter in haystacks and in farm
buildings but most slept out under the stars.

The first team home—at Hexworthy—
was expected early in the afternoon of the
next day but the 41 Royal Commando team

A short rest at one tor and it’s off again through the heather
for the next summit. More than 100 retired with blisters.
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from Bickleigh, made nonsense of that by
arriving soon after ten in the morning, stop-
ping 400 yards away from the finishing line
to tidy up and coming in at the double!
They had covered the course in 20 hours
20 minutes.

Most teams completed the course by late
afternoon. The first Army team was from
the Depot of The Somerset and Cornwall
Light Infantry at Bodmin, in 23 hours 40
minutes, followed by the Royal Army Ser-
vice Corps Junior Leaders “A” team ten
minutes later. First home of the girls’ teams
were a civilian youth club, then a team of
secondary schoolgirls and, third, the
Women’s Royal Army Corps, Guildford.
The Junior event was won by the Teign-
mouth Grammar School Combined Cadet
Force.

Every team which finished the course in
36 hours or less received a medal and
certificate.

A thirsty contestant halts for
a cooling draught from a stream.
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The expedition was a triumph of organ-
isation for the Junior Leaders Regiment,
Royal Signals, who also provided the teams
which manned the tops of the tors, arranged
medical facilities in case of accident (a heli-
copter from a nearby Royal Naval Air
Station was available in emergency) and held
a jamboree for the competitors after the
contest.

The Army plans to widen the scope of the
expedition in future years and in 1962 hopes
to attract more than 2000 competitors from
all over Britain and from France, Holland
and Germany.

THE ARMY
BEATS THE
LITTERBUGS

ISITORS to Dartmoor this year will be
delighted at the lack of litter there—
and they have the Army to thank for it.

The reason? The Junior Leaders Regi-
ment, Royal Signals, at Denbury, near New-
ton Abbot, have taken on the job of keeping
the moors clean and tidy, visiting the beauty
spots to collect sacksful of newspapers,
cigarette packets, ice-cream wrappers and
other rubbish thrown away by visitors.

It all began when a local newspaper pub-
lished a letter blaming the Army for the
mess. Lieutenant-Colonel L. H. M.
Gregory, the Junior Leaders Regiment’s
Commanding Officer, took up the challenge
and now, each term, one squadron takes
dozens of sacks with it when it goes training
on the moors and in its spare time gathers
up the litter. So far more than 100 sacks
of litter have been collected and burned.
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One hundred and eighty
paratroopers with bull-
dozers, rollers, wheel-
barrows and vehicles
dropped from the sky to
build an airfield. Thirty-

B-ullduzt:rs., supported by six parachutes, sway gently and silently down to earth as the first
airdrop is made. During the operation more than 50 tons of equipment was brought in by air.

THE SAPPERS
BUILD AN AIRFIELD
—FROM THE AIR!

quickest ways of building an airfield
was from the air you would almost
certainly not believe it.

_ But you would be wrong, for that is pre-
cisely what the Royal Engineers have done.
Only 34 hours after parachuting on to the
Stanford training area, in Norfolk, recently,
they turned a 1000-yard-long, 50-yard-wide
stretch of rough heathland into a perfect
runway ready for a Beverley, Britain’s
heaviest and biggest transport aircraft, to
land on. It was the first time in Europe
that an airfield had been built by men and
equipment dropped from the sky.

The need in wartime to set up airfields
rapidly ahead of front-line troops and in
country where communications are unsuit-
able for transporting heavy machinery by

IF you were told that one of the

 BEFORE

Troops on motorcycles
round up sheep to clear
the area before the
paratroopers come into
action. From this
stretch of heathland
the Sappers made an
airfield to take Bri-

tain’s  heaviest air-
craft — the Beverley.

road, had been worrying the Royal Engineers
for a long time before they hit on the idea of
parachuting the men and equipment to do
thejob.

Sappers of 16 Parachute Brigade were
chosen to carry out the experiment and
succeeded beyond all expectations. It was
thought that they would take at least 72 hours
to complete the task, but they finished it in
less than half that time.

The operation began in the early hours of
a Wednesday morning when a Beverley
bumbled over Stanford and disgorged 100
Sappers of 9th Independent Parachute
Squadron, Royal Engineers, two bulldozers,
a wobbly-wheel roller and a Land-Rover and
trailer. Within minutes of landing the
Sappers had gathered their machinery and
had begun to clear the site, bulldozing away
the scores of hummocks, clearing trees, gorse
and brambles and rolling the turf flat.

Later in the day two other Beverleys
arrived to speed the work with 80 ‘more
Sappers and more equipment, including two
wobbly-wheeled rollers, 30 wheelbarrows,
four Land-Rovers, two more bulldozers and
a one-ton truck.

Until dark and all Thursday the Sappers
toiled, levelling the ground by filling in every
minute depression and turfing them over,
and by evening the airfield was ready to
receive its first aircraft.

At 6.20 p.m. the first Beverley landed on
the strip, followed 45 minutes later by
another Beverley. Both brought in men of
3rd Squadron, Royal Engineers, with heavy
plant and equipment, to improve and main-
tain the airfield. Both pilots, who congratu-
lated the Sappers on their work, made
excellent landings and take-offs and the strip
was undamaged.

During the operation more than 50 tons
of vehicles and machinery were parachuted
on to the site which will be left to weather
and inspected from time to time for signs of
deterioration.

A Sapper officer told SOLDIER that with
further practice a Royal Engineer Parachute
Squadron should be able to reduce the time
taken to build a similar airfield to only
24 hours.

Footnote

Sappers of 9th Independent Parachute
Squadron are nothing if not versatile. After
parachuting to build the airfield, they stayed
behind to erect several bridges and then
marched every one of the 150 miles home to
Aldershot.

AFTER

The first Beverley to
use the airfield comes
in to land, bringing
more troops and mach-
inery with it.  The
pilot’s verdiet: “A first-
class job.,” Tt was
the first time that
the British Army had
attempted to do the job.

8 A,
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Above: Pulled by bulldozers, two weighted rollers ply up and down the heath, levelling out the
hillocks. Below: Not all the work could be done by machine. Sappers with spades spent hours
filling in small holes with earth and patting down uneven surfaces. Every foot of runway was turfed.




“SONS OF THE I BRAVE”

Pictures by SOLDIER Cameraman PETER O’BRIEN

Above: Patriek
‘Whelan llns‘y on a
lathe in the well-
equipped metal-
work room. He is
one of several in
a technical stream.

Left: Leonard
McCormack, study-
ing art for his GCE
Advanced Level,
works on his pastel
of a skiffle group.
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The juniors “soldier”
for several periods each
week. Here, under the
friendly eye of RSM D.
Haig, RE, a squad is
learning how to salute.
Battledress is the nor-
mal uniform; the boys
can alse wear flannels
and the school blazer.

Left: Christopher Ber-
wick repairing one of
the band’s circa-1900
music stands. On the
right is part of a new
wood and metal stand,
of modern design, made
by the boys for use in
the school music roem.

Traditionally, the boys march to
lunch, by their houses, to music
of the school band or, on alter-
nate days, to the corps of drums.

Right: Every youngster joins the
drums or learns to play an in-
strument in the junior band.

Below, Senior boys, in the CCF,
shooting on the school’s outdoor
range. The school shet, Roger
Brady, is nearest to the camera.

ONCE, THE DUKE OF YORK'S ROYAL
MILITARY SCHOOL MERELY PRODUCED
“CANNON FODDER” FOR THE ARMY.
NOW THE EMPHASIS IS ON ACADEMIC
TRAINING FOR EVERY WALK OF LIFE.
BUT THE BOYS ARE STILL “DUKIES”

HEY still wear battledress as their

school uniform; they still march into

lunch to the music of their band. And
they will forever be “Sons of the Brave,”
these boys of the Duke of York’s Royal
Military School, Dover.

Traditions such as these, deep-rooted in
a school founded by Royal Charter nearly
160 years ago, transcend the passing decades
—but subtly the character of the Duke of
York’s is changing.

Once it was the Royal Military Asylum,
for orphans of soldiers killed in the
Napoleonic Wars; for long years its task was
no more than to produce new generations
of moderately educated soldiers. In 1878,
for example, every boy in the school volun-
teered for the Army with the exception of
one. His surname was Folly!

But gradually the emphasis on military
training has given way to a higher academic
schooling. Instead of going into the ranks
at the age of 14, “Dukies” began to pass out
as officers at the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst.

Today, in the age of university and tech-
nology, the Duke of York’s has become a
boarding grammar school with a wide
syllabus and a broad field of prospective
careers. Most of the boys now stay on for
a Sixth Form course. Seven years ago there
were only 26 boys in the form but next term
there will be 70 and soon, perhaps, 100.

Many go forward to university or respon-
sible posts in civilian life, but nearly half
the boys still choose a Service career. An
average of six a year enters Sandhurst. -

So rapidly has this change taken place that
many parents fail to realise the opportunities
the school offers, particularly to a serving
soldier whose son’s education is otherwise so
often disrupted by constant moves. Any
long-service Regular ranker is eligible to
send his son provided he applies before the
boy is too old.

Not that entry is automatic. Each year
brings hundreds of applications whittled
down to a successful one in six by tests
of the boy’s potential and a points system
which gives preference to orphans, boys
with only one parent or those whose fathers
have given long and outstanding service.

Most boys are admitted at 11 years old,
but where there are strong compassionate
grounds they join the school at nine or ten.
In their first two years the youngsters take
a general course in English, history, geo-
graphy, mathematics, general science, Latin
and French, with woodwork, art, music,

e — religious knowledge and physical education.

Music has always had an important place
OVER...
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Looking down on the boys of the
Duke of York’s Royal Military
School, as they eat in their dining
room, panelled with honours boards,
are their predecessors of 80 years
ago, depicted in a painting of the
school’s original home at Duke of
York House, Chelsea.

Field-Marshal Frederick, Duke of
York, Commander-in-Chief of the British
Army, laid the foundation stone in 1801.
A great benefactor of the Army, he was
distressed by the neglect of orphans who
had lost their fathers in battle and often
their mothers, while “following the
drum,”” to campaign epidemics. The
Duke’s school was originally for both
boys and girls. When the Duke died,
1000 boys went to his lying-in-state,
carrying their standards and led by the
muffled drums of their band.

Girls were-not admitted after 1846—
“‘greatly to the advantage of the reputa-
tion of the school,” said a historian—
and branches in the Isle of Wight and
Southampton were closed. Numbers
were reduced to 500 boys—today there
are 456—and in 1909 the school moved
to its present Spartan site on the wind-
swept cliff tops near Dover Castle.
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An inter-house cricket
match on the extensive
playing fields. In the
background is the cha-
pel and, beyond, the pre-

dominant clock tower.

Left: Engineering Club
enthusiasts working on
a car bought by earlier
boys for £15 and aban-
doned by them in Dover
when they left school.

Below: A senior reads
the lesson at morning
service in the chapel.
Right, in gown, is the
Headmaster, Lieut-Col
R. V. M. Benn, RAEC.

in the Duke of York’s School. Every boy
learns to read music and more than half the
boys join the band or drums. The young-
sters are taught an instrument in the
90-strong junior band, then graduate to the
senior band, of 72 boys, which plays on all
parades and at outside engagements.

Like the Adjutant, Lieutenant-Colonel
F. W. Hann, of The Royal Sussex Regiment,
the Bandmaster, Mr. T. Noble, is an old
“Dukie.” He left the school in 1924, joined
The Durham Light Infantry as a band boy
and was Bandmaster of the 16th/5th The
Queen’s Royal Lancers and of the Junior
Leaders Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps.

After two years the juniors start concen-
trating on their subjects for the General
Certificate of Education examination—the
school’s aim is a minimum Ordinary Level
pass in English, mathematics, a science and
a foreign language. This age of 13} is a
turning point for every boy. He moves from
a junior to a senior house—there are four
of each, all named after famous generals—
and abandons (technically when he gets into
the Fourth Form or reaches a height of
5ft 2ins) his rather odd-looking battledress
shorts for the coveted long trousers.

From then on, school life becomes busier
and busier. From Reveille at 6.45 a.m. to
lights out (for the seniors at 10 p.m.) ‘the
day is one long whirl of studies, games and
prep. Lessons begin at 8.45 a.m. and, with
breaks for morning milk and lunch, con-
tinue on four afternoons a week until
6.10 p.m.

In the Sixth Form there is a choice of
some 15 subjects at Advanced Level, pre-
paring boys in either the arts or sciences for
university or for the Sandhurst entrance
examination. A small technical grougp can
take specialised subjects up to the same
level.

Half the staff are Royal Army Educational
Corps officers—four majors, who are also
housemasters, and a number of captains—
and half are civilian teachers. The head-
master, Lieutenant-Colonel R. V. M. Benn,
Royal Army Educational Corps, literally
wears two hats—his mortar board and
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Service dress cap—for he is also Deputy
Commandant and Commanding Officer of
all military personnel in the school. A former
head of Slim School, in Malaya’s Cameron
Highlands, he was on the staff at Sandhurst
for three and a half years before taking up
his present appointment.

Under the school’s charter the Command-
ant is a retired officer of a “teeth” arm.
Colonel A. W. Kiggell, whose father,
Lieutenant-General Sir Launcelot Kiggell,
was Chief-of-Staff to Sir Douglas Haig in
World War One, was appointed Command-
ant in 1953 after 29 years’ service in the
Royal Engineers. He will be succeeded next
month by Brigadier George Laing, formerly
of The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment and
now Deputy Commander of South-West
District.

Brigadier Laing will find his old love,
Rugby, is one of the school’s strongest
sports. Last April one of the boys, 14-year-
old Geoffrey Relph, played for England in
an under-15 international against Wales.
The school is renowned, too, for its swim-
ming and life-saving, the latter taught by
boy instructors. Within the generous 150
acres of grounds there are ample facilities
for cricket, hockey and tennis.

Character and leadership are developed
in outside activities—parties have been
ski-ing in Norway and canoeing in France
this year—and in the Combined Cadet Force
contingent (every boy over 14 is a member)
and the many societies and clubs.

Lessons, sport and out-of-school activities
leave a little, hard-earned leisure time in the
evenings when the boys can read, play games
or listen to records in their house day rooms.
The houses, neat red-brick buildings in the
form of a letter “H,” accommodate 57 boys
in three dormitories, the housemaster and a
resident matron. Senior boys sleep in the
dormitories but share small studies.

The hierarchy of the boys, the school
prefects, enjoy the privileges of wearing
civilian clothes, of being able to go into
Dover on Sunday afternoons and, the most
cherished, of walking on the sacrosanct

lawns instead of sticking to paths. School

prefects wear white collar patches as a badge
of office and the house prefects a collar
“dog-”

One of the duties of senior boys is to read
the lesson at a brief daily service in the
school chapel. There hang the original
School and King’s Colours, a unique dis-

Clean, pyjama-clad and ready for bed, the youngsters of
Haig House queue up for inspection by the Bandmaster, Mr.

Most distinguished of the
Duke of York’s Old Boys is
Lieutenant-General Sir
Archibald Nye, who rose
from the ranks (he was a
sergeant of the Corps of
Army Schoolmasters
teaching fellow “Dukies’”
at Chelsea) to become
Vice-Chief of the Imperial
General Staff.

He is now one of the four
Specially Appointed Com-
missioners—the others are
General Sir Richard Gale,
Lieutenant-General Sir Euan
Miller and Lieutenant-
General Sir Colin Callander—
who are on the Governing
Body of the school.

General Nye is also presi-
dent of the 1000-strong Old
Boys’ Association.

* % % ok % % % % % % X *

T. Neble. Judging by the smiles, it is hardly an ordeal !
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After evening prep, junior boys find time for hobbies. Here are three model railway enthusiasts,
Peter Payne, Mervyn Phipps and Brian Machin. Other boys were reading, or making stools and rugs.

tinction presented by King George IV in
1825. There, too, memorial tablets record
the names of “Dukies” who have fallen in
18 campaigns from the Peninsular War to
World War Two.

Every year, on “Grand Day” Sunday, in

this sanctuary of 160 years’ tradition, the
“Sons of the Brave”—the School and its
0Old Boys—Ilink past and present. From nine
to ninety they share with pride the honoured
name of “Dukies.”

PETER N. WOOD

IT WAS REALLY TOUGH A CENTURY AGO

Like all healthy schoolboys—and
soldiers—today’s youngsters at Dover
grumble about the earliness of their
lights out, about wearing uniform and
the paucity of “liberty”’ trips.

Perhaps, when they read the following
extracts from a report on a visit to the
school in 1846, they may agree that theirs is
a slightly more amenable life than in
Dickensian days:

“It was school-hour, yet to and fro
numbers of boys.were passing along the
walks and about the corridors, some laden
with baskets of coal, some carrying filthier
instruments, some bearing provisions, some
sweeping out the colonnade in front of the
building . . .

“The school-room was a huge hall mea-
suring perhaps 60 or 80 feet in length by 30

in breadth. . . . A single platform, whither,
when the writing lesson came on, the
children by classes were supposed to repair,
occupied about 20 feet in the middle of the
room. In addition to the cane, the sergeant
schoolmasters had at their command four
instruments of torture, in the shape of iron
cages, each occupying the centre of the
room. Observe that these cages were con-
structed so as to render it impossible for the
little prisoners to stand upright; who were
required, nevertheless, to turn a heavy
handle, and whose diligence, or its opposite,
was marked by a process, which, if they did
not see it, they never failed to feel.

“Four or five groups of boys were gathered
round as many sergeant masters, some
bawling out sounds which were not words,
though they were intended to represent

them; some roaring forth arithmetical
tables; some repeating the Church Cate-
chism at the top of their voices; some con-
versing and all shuffling and struggling
among themselves.

“There was no order, no regularity, no at-
tention; indeed the latter would have been
impossible, inasmuch as in the heart of the
classes was one, more numerous than the
rest, which seemed to be taking lessons on
the fiddle. As to the acquirements of these
poor lads, their proficiency proved on
examination to be such as might be ex-
pected. They could not read, they could
not write, they could not cypher, they
could not spell. They did not know whether
Great Britain was an island, or how, if
divided from France, the two nations were
separated.”’
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FOUR AGAINST THE ARCTIC

g4
*

HEN Norwegian Army officers

heard that four British soldiers

planned to carry out a tough patrol
across Lapland, 300 miles inside the Arctic
Circle, they shook their heads. “Too
difficult,” they said.

But they were wrong. The four men of
The Green Howards—the Regiment has
close ties with Norway—intended to cover
220 miles, carrying 50lb packs, on a patrol
lasting ten days. In the event, the party,
which included two men without previous
ski-ing experience, travelled nearly 240
miles in seven marching days, broken by
two rest days.

This Arctic survival exercise aimed to
practise snow and mountain warfare train-
ing, to work out an endurance test for future
expeditions and make a training and recruit-
ing film.

The 1st Battalion of the Norwegian
" Northern Brigade, which lives and operates
within the Arctic Circle, sent one of its
experienced mountain soldiers, Loytnant
Johan Baumann, to The Yorkshire Brigade
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On the side of a snow=-covered mountain 300 miles inside the Arctic Cirele,
two Green Howards practise casualty evacuation with a husky-drawn sled.

Depot at Strensall, to plan the patrol with
the Depot Commander, Lieutenant-Colonel
John Bade, and the other three members of
the party, Lieutenant Christopher Garnett,
Colour-Sergeant C. Robinson and Lance-
Corporal D. Carter.

The team sailed to Oslo, then flew north
in aircraft of the Royal Norwegian Air
Force, landing on the fjord at Narvik, and
completed its journey by road to Setermoen
(Latitude 67), the home of 1st Battalion,

' Brigade North. For the next ten days the

team trained intensively, averaging six hours
a day on skis, on a syllabus which included
map reading, compass work, the building of
bivouacs and snow holes, leading and tow-
ing man-sleds, emergency survival methods
and the use of Arctic rations.

Equipment included a dog-sled hauled by
a team of magnificent huskies which had
accompanied Dr. Fuchs to the South Pole,
and six Weasels, three of which were
eventually abandoned in the mountains.

On the first day out the Green Howards
climbed above the tree line and camped on

a frozen lake enveloped in deep snow, cover-
ing only six miles in seven hours. On the
following day a good deal of fast, downhill
work gave them a record run of 45 miles in
12 hours, considered a great feat by the
Norwegians for inexperienced skiers carry-
ing loads of over 50lbs.

During the day the leaders surprised a
large grey wolf which was stalking a
reindeer—his hide would have been worth
£50. The Green Howards were too tired
to make snow holes and instead slept that
night in bivouacs made from tent sheets in
a temperature which dropped to minus 35
degrees Centigrade.

Then came a straight run along the
Swedish border, followed by a day of rest
and maintenance during which most of the
party tried their skill at ice fishing. They
drilled holes through four to five feet of ice
and dropped egg-shells to the lake bed, three
or four feet below the ice, to silhouette pass-
ing fish. The fisherman lay face downwards
over the hole, with a hood over his head to
accustom his eyes to the darkness, and

¥

Clad in Arctic clothing, the Green Howards try their hand at erecting a survival tent. In the
rear is a Norwegian major. One lesson the British soldiers learned was to do things slowly.

Lieutenant-Colonel John Bade (right) and Colour-
Sergeant C. Robinson return to camp after a 30-
mile trek on skis in the Arctic wastes of Lapland.

dangled a large fly spoon in the water, strik-
ing at inquisitive fish as they swam past.

The fifth day began with a ski tow by
Weasel along a lake—the lack of grip on the
ice caused a number of hard falls—followed
by a climb to about 3500 feet and a very
satisfying downhill run. Good snow condi-
tions on the next day enabled the team to
cover 36 miles before taking a second rest
day—of fishing and building snow holes.

Then came the final—and most difficult
—two days of the trek, involving a long,
steep climb and a steep run down on hard
packed frozen snow. The resilience of The
Green Howards could no longer match that
of the Norwegians, who had been on skis
almost daily for six months, and the result
was a cracked rib for one of the team and
severe bruising for the others.

But the patrol had more than achieved its
objective and had confounded the sceptics
among the senior Norwegian officers. It was
a very satisfied, though weary, band of
Green Howards who walked back into
Setermoen, led by the dog-team, after nine
days of real Arctic adventure.

-

Above: Lieutenant C. Garnett lands a fish
through an ice-hole in the Lapland style.
Below: Lieut-Colonel Bade (right) and
Lieut Garnett attack the frozen snow
as they prepare a bivouac for the night.

The Army :
In The House

LL too often news about the Army,
most of it of considerable interest
to every soldier, never gets past
the pages of Hansard, the Gov-

ernment’s official daily record of the
proceedings of Parliament, which is
hardly the kind of literature that Private
Bloggs, or even Brigadier Witherspoon,
will go out of their way to buy at a
shilling a time.

To bridge the gap SOLDIER will regularly
publish a résumé of what goes on in the
House of Commons and the House of Lords
when the Army comes up for discussion.

Here is the first of the series:

*

HE War Minister, Mr. John Profumo, has

announced that a battalion group—con-

sisting of an Infantry battalion, support-
ing armour, a field battery, an engineer
troop, and detachments of Signals and
several other arms—will become part of the
Allied Command Europe's Mobile Land
Force, the fly-anywhere, fire brigade organ-
isation made up of units from NATO
countries.

*

HERE is good news for Army families.

Married men stationed overseas (except in

Germany) can now be flown home free to
spend their leaves with their wives and families
still in Britain.

The scheme will apply to all married soldiers
and airmen, including officers, whose overseas
tour is not less than two years. If it appears
that a Serviceman is going to be separated from
his UK-based wife for 21 months he can take
his home leave at any time except the last three
months. The minimum leave period will be three
weeks.

*

HERE is good news, too, for Rhine Army.
Mr. Profumo has announced that, be-
cause of the revaluation of the deutsch-
mark, all soldiers in Western Germany will
receive an increased local overseas allow-
ance ranging from 3d. to 2s. a day for other
ranks and from 9d. to 2s. 9d. a day for offi-
cers, back-dated to 6 March this year. The
increases will cost the Army £500,000 a year.

*

The cost per head of the Army Cadet Force
and the Army element of the Combined
Cadet Force is £22 and £10 respectively,
says Mr. James Ramsden, the Under Secretary
of State for War. About one in six-adult recruits
and one in three boys enlisting in junior leaders
units and -Army apprentices schools have been
in the Army Cadet Force. And 78 per cent of
the cadets at Sandhurst had their first taste of
military life in the Combined Cadet Force.

*

T would seem that Army officers are
becoming more intelligent. In 1958 only
26.4 per cent of candidates (148 out of
561) passed the entrance examinations to the
Staff College and the technical staff course
at the Royal Military College of Science. In
1959 it was 29.8 per cent. In 1960, 317 out of
784 candidates—40 per cent—were successful.
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HUMOUR

JOIN THE
REGULAR
ARMY
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“‘Okay, okay. You sign and we’ll try

and get you Monty’s old caravan.’
Reproduced from Punch.

Bottoms Up

T’S always been a bit of a mystery to me why no brewer
I has ever raised a statue to the British soldier. :

Napoleon once let go of Josephine long enough to say that

an army marches on its stomach. It may have been true of his

own mob but certainly not of the British Army. The British
soldier has a better use for his stomach; it holds his wallop.

The history of the Army is the history of beer. Both have grown
up together. The:ale-house and the tavern were the soldiers’
first billets and everyone was happy until some War Office busy-
body started to build barracks and brought in all the boys from the
“Rose and Crown’’ and the ““Mucky Duck.”” The first result was
that the boot repair bill doubled because the troops had to do all
that extra walking down to the pub and back.

But it was good, healthy excercise. The boys got a skinful and
the landlord showed his gratitude by putting a bit of military
flavour into the name of his pub: “The Fusilier,”” “The Volunteer,”’
“The Drum and Bugle' and so
on. After the Peninsular War
“The Rifleman’’ became nearly as
popular as the “Duke of Welling-
ton.”’

The battle of Waterloo, it has
been said, was won on the play-
ing fields of Eton. But, with all
due respect, if there had been no “p i d
beer in the canteen that day and — /F" g'!g Ll a}l:r i
the next, the battle would have different through the
waited while the boys went after  poitom of a raised
the NAAFI manager first. That tankard . ..""
attended to, they would have
resumed their muskets at the earnest entreaty of the Duke of
Wellington and battle would have commenced.

Some soldiers like Army life. Some don’t. Quite a few are
indifferent. But all agree on one point—Army life, the world,
the barracks, and even the Sergeant-major look different through

the bottom of a raised tankard. Forgotten are the square bashing,

tomorrow’s coal fatigue and guard duty. The soldier’s only care is
to remember the Platoon Sergeant’s regimental number to give to
those officious men with the funny red tops to their hats when
they pick him up.

Beer is all around us. All you need is money. But in a strange
pub and with the right approach you should only need to pay for
the first pint, and not even that if you walk into the bar with a bit
of a limp. It also helps to keep in your pocket an easily pinned-on
and taken-off row or two of medal ribbons. Two rows of ten
should be ample—but have a quick butcher’s round the bar first
for khaki. A First Zulu War medal might look a bit suspicious on
a lad of tender years, even with an authentic spear wound in the
leg.

The main ingredients of all beer are water, malt and hops,
which may help to bring home to all soldiers the importance of
some disturbing newspaper reports that a brewer has been
experimenting with powdered beer for merchant ships.

| ask you, powdered beer! They wouldn’t dare try it on soldiers
on dry land. “All you have to do'’ the report says, “is to add
water to the powder to make a drink of nourishing beer.”” The
very thought is enough to turn all the brasses in Army barracks

a mouldy green.
OSCAR KETTLE

“I can give three of you a lift."”’

G
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“Well, all | can say, Admiral, is that you must be blind!"
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Aden Report "

Although the experts claim that Arabic takes a Westerner several years
to learn, the Army’s Command Arabic Language School in Aden is

teaching soldier pupils to speak, write and read it in 12 weeks

Arabic Bridges The Gap

one can buy anything from a camel to

a transistor radio and haggling is a
ritual—Arab merchants have been having
a bit of a shock lately. British soldiers out
shopping argue with them in Arabic!

This is just one result of the Command
Arabic Language School, which started in a
modest way nearly two years ago and has
already earned the reputation of being one
of the best in the world.

Staffed by three British officers and two
civilian teachers, the School was opened in
October, 1959, to train officers and non-
commissioned officers in Arabic so that they
could more efficiently carry out their duties
when serving with Arabs in such units as the
Aden Protectorate Levies and the Trucial
Oman Scouts.

Three courses run simultaneously for 12
weeks, no more than eight pupils attending
each. The first four weeks are spent learn-
ing the alphabet and sounds, basic grammar,
writing script, simple reading and elemen-
tary speaking. The next phase includes all
these things at a more advanced level, some
written exercises and the translation of mili-
tary Arabic The final month is devoted to

IN Aden’s crowded market place, where

CONMAND ARABICLANGUAGE S

- Byl
Ao
p I RN
This sign points the way to possible promotion

for students who serve with Arab units in Aden and
Oman. Pupils learn 100 Arabic words a week.

written messages, exercises and personal
letters, the verbal transmission of orders and
messages, conversation and lecturing.

Sometimes students are given a chance
to practise their Arabic on local army units
and occasional visits are paid to the School
by Arab officers, but most of the instruction
is in the School itself—and in classical
Arabic.

Pupils learn at least 100 Arabic words a
week. Although few students (under 30 per
cent) leave speaking fluently, speed comes
quickly with practice, and those who use the

language find that their ear becomes attuned
to local dialect in a matter of weeks. Only
three pupils have failed utterly to master the
writing of Arabic script.

In léarning anything there is always a
confidence barrier to be broken through.
Soldiers, however, are always encouraged
by the discovery that even a few words of
Arabic bridge the gap between Arab and
European and create goodwill. As for writ-
ing the language, about 95 per cent of Arabs
are more or less illiterate and many a British
soldier finds himself taken for almost a demi-
god by merely writing a short note in
Arabic.

This happened to one pupil who, disliking
the language and unable to grasp it, was sent
up country to try speaking it. Unable to say
a word, he wrote everything down instead.
His ability to write script aroused such awe
that his note was passed to every single
member of the tribe. School instruction
leaflets taken by students to Oman have
found their way into local schools and are
being used to teach the Arabs English.

Major Anthony Walker DSO, of the
Royal Army Educational Corps, the
School’s Commandant, told SOLDIER:

Major Anthony Walker DSO, the School Commandant, demonstrates to

his class the intricacies of Arabic secript, written from right to left.
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“Many Arabs assume that Europeans can-
not read Arabic and so consider it a

~code. Rebel leaders in Saudi Arabia have

sometimes sent messages by ordinary letter
and, when they have been intercepted and
interpreted, have led to the seizure of illegal
arms. Not knowing the language has
tremendous disadvantages. During some
mapping operations by a group of pupils,
for example, Arabs were asked the name of
a village and replied: ‘Anama arif’ The
place was accordingly described on the map
as Anama Arif—which means: ‘I do not
know!’ ” :

Two of the School’s outstanding achieve-

Above: Captain A. R. Morgan, King’s Own Royal Border Regiment, a former
student at the School, puts his learning to good use by instructing Aden Protec-

torate Levies recruits in the use of the mortar. Right: Captain R. Kerridge,
another ex-student, drives a bargain with a shopkeeper in the native language.
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ments have been the compilation of a mili-
tary vocabulary and an English-Arabic
dictionary. An' Arab-English dictionary is
now being prepared. The School even
boasts its own school tie—green silk with
the symbols for Command Arabic Language
School woven into it. By a happy coincidence
they also mean, in Arabic, “knowledge and
learning.”

Such is the School’s prestige among the
Arabs in Aden that a former chowkidar
(watchman) now does a roaring business as
a letter-writer in Aden, proudly displaying
the sign: “Pupi]l of the Arabic Language
School.” DENNIS BARDENS

Arabic is the language of 74 million
Arabs and is always written from
right to left.

The Arabic alphabet consists of
28 characters, but there are two
classes of letters. Those in the first
class can be written four different
ways, and those in the second class
two different ways.

Photographs by SOLDIER Staff
Cameraman FRANK TOMPSETT

'Teaching The Arabs How To Cook

EARNING Arabic is not the only diffi-
cult task British Troops in Aden
have set themselves. In the desert,

at the foot of the Jebel Ishsan, in the south-
west tip of the Aden Protectorate, they are
teaching Arabs how to cook Arabic meals!

The scheme, at first derided on the
grounds that it was like teaching one’s
grandmother how to suck eggs, was the idea
of Captain Harry Williamson, an Army
Catering Corps officer attached to the Aden
Protectorate Levies, who thought it high
time that the Regiment improved the stan-
dard of its catering. Within weeks he had set
up a Catering School—built by 8 Company
of 3rd Battalion, Aden Protectorate Levies,
from the ruins of a derelict airfield at Bir
Fadhl—and organised a training programme
which includes weapon training and drill, as
well as instruction in cooking.

The School is now a flourishing success.
The cooking has been improved without
interfering with the Arabs’ likes and dislikes
and students now eat at tables in mess
instead of from the floor, which is the
traditional way of their race.

A new operational ration for Arab troops
which Captain Williamson has devised—a
lightweight, corned beef based food—is now
undergoing troop trials.

E.

Arab student cooks for the Aden Protectorate Levies are shown how to make their traditional chap-

a2

patties the modern, hygienic way. Not long ago the Arabs prepared their meals sitting on the floor.
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AT BLENHEIM, MORE THAN 250 YEARS AGO, MARLBOROUGH’S REDCOATS TROUNCED

Prince Eugene of Savey (ri.gllt) leads his cavalry into action as the Bnluh troops (extreme left, middle Juunee)- cut

off Tallard’s army and encircle Blenheim.—From an original engraving reproduced by courtesy of the Parker Gallery.

S the Danube Valley mist rolled away
soon after dawn on 13 August, 1704,
Marshal Tallard of France sat in his

tent writing a report. He knew Marl-
borough’s army was not far away, but he
was sure that the English general would not
dare risk an attack on his superior force in
its strongly defended position.

He- glanced up—and the sight that met
his eyes remained with him for the rest of
his life. There, on the plain a mile or two to
the north, stood an Allied army of 50,000
men, their blue, red and buff uniforms lit
vividly by the rising sun.

On the left the red tunics of 10,000 British
soldiers stood out clearly, and in front of
them John, Duke of Marlborough, resplen-
dent in scarlet and riding a white horse,
paced slowly along the line.

As the French trumpeters hastily blasted
the warning and the troops tumbled out of
their tents, the scene was set for one of the
most momentous battles in history—the
Battle of Blenheim, which took its name
from the village of 300 stone houses and
the squat, solid church which was huddled
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on the north bank of the Danube near
Ulm.

For 40 years the French armies had
terrorised Europe until there was hardly a
nation on the Continent which did not
regard them as invincible. Marlborough’s
campaigns of 1702 and 1703 had been mere
pinpricks in this War of the Spanish Succes-
sion and now, for Marshal Tallard’s 25,000
picked French soldiers and the 50,000-
strong force of the Elector of Bavaria, the
road to Vienna was wide open. The
Austrian Empire, staunch ally of Britain,
was in dire peril.

On that sunny August morning 257 years
ago, the two greatest military leaders of their
day—Marlborough and the pale, slightly-
built Prince Eugene of Savoy—joined forces
to meet the threat.

Two days earlier the two generals had
climbed to the top of the church tower in
the German village of Tapfheim and seen,
to their astonishment, 4000 Franco-Bavarian
tents pitched on the site they themselves
had proposed to occupy. The enemy front
ran for four miles at right-angles to the

Danube, with the river on the right and a
range of wooded hills to the left. Across
the front flowed the Nebel, a stream
bordered by formidable marshes.

To attack such a position was a grave
risk, but Marlborough told his senior offi-
cers: “I know the difficulties, but a battle is
absolutely necessary. I rely on the discipline
of my troops.” The magnificent perform-
ance of his British troops that day was to
prompt Louis XIV to write to his marshals:
“The best troops must in future be placed
opposite the British.”

The armies of Tallard and the Elector
were encamped as two separate forces, with
cavalry on the wings of each. The centre of
the line was thus held by cavalry and Marl-
borough was quick to spot this violation-of
the rules of battle.

The British concentrated on the left of the
Allied line, opposite Blenheim, and Eugene
was despatched to the right. At 8.30 a.m.
both sides opened a brisk cannonade and, at
the head of each Allied regiment, divine
service was held to the accompaniment of
explosions and cries of pain. :

Throughout the morning, his troops
suffering heavily from artillery fire, Marl-
borough waited impatiently for news that
Eugene was in position. It came soon after
noon, and the Duke promptly committed
his cosmopolitan army of Britons, Dutch,
Austrians, Prussians, Danes, Swedes and
Germans to the assault.

The dashing Lord Cutts, with four Infan-
try brigades, was ordered to cross the Nebel
and attack the strongly-held village of
Blenheim. Into this tiny place Tallard had
packed 10,000 men—the cream of the
French army. The weight of the British
attack later prompted the local commander
into calling his 2000 reserves into the village,
and this massive garrison was so tightly
crammed that the bulk of them could neither
move nor use their arms.

Brigadier Rowe’s brigade—the 15th Foot
(later The East Yorkshire Regiment), the
21st (Royal Scots Fusiliers), the 23rd
(Royal Welch Fusiliers), the 24th (South
Wales Borderers) and the 10th (Royal Lin-
colnshire Regiment)—opened the assault
with orders to hold their fire until Rowe
himself struck the palisades with his sword.
At 30 paces the de?enders opened a terrible
fire, but Rowe moved resolutely on and
drove his sword into the woodwork. Pouring
in a volley, his men rushed the palisades and
tried to tear them down. Rowe was mortally
wounded and the shattered line fell back.

As they retired, three squadrons of
Gendarmerie fell upon them and seized the
Colours of The Royal Scots Fusiliers.
Sweeping down to the rescue came Cutts’s
Hessian Brigade to check the French horse-
men and retrieve the Colours. As the Gen-
darmerie renewed their attack, five squad-
rons of British Cavalry crossed the Nebel,

MARLBOROUGH’S MEN WERE MAGNIFICENT

THE FRENCH HORDES AND OPENED A GLORIOUS CHAPTER IN BRITISH HISTORY

met them in a fierce charge and drove them
back in disorder.

The sight struck a chill into the heart of
Tallard, watching from the top of a rise,
“I lost the battle,” he said later, “firstly
because the Gendarmeri€ were not able to
break five English squadrons.”

Now Ferguson’s Brigade — the 16th
(later The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire
Regiment), the 18th (Royal Irish Regiment),
the 1st (Royal Scots), 1st Guards and the
26th (Cameronians)—drove against Blen-
heim, and suffered the fate that befell Rowe’s
men. In desperate attacks they exchanged
shots and sword thrusts through the pali-
sades and were saved from annihilation
when Marlborough, deciding that a frontal
attack was hopeless, ordered them to retire.
For the rest of the day Cutts’s shattered
Infantry penned this huge enemy force in
the village. It was as hard for the French
to get out as for the British to get in.

Marlborough now turned his attention to
the centre. By 3 p.m. the Allied position was
critical. An eye-witness wrote: “From one
end of the armies to the other, everyone was
at grips and all fighting at once—a feature
very rare in battles.” From the Danube to
the hills 120,000 men were locked in conflict.

On the Allied left Eugene was no more
than holding his own. The attacks on
Blenheim had failed and eleven Hanoverian
battalions sent to assault the village of
Oberglau, in the centre, had been shattered
by Tallard’s Irish Brigade and had to be
extricated by fresh troops sent in by
Marlborough.

But the Duke’s master plan was slowly
taking shape. By 4 p.m. his entire force was
over the Nebel, the Cavalry formed in two
lines for the final attack, with the Infantry

British hﬁmy,ldbthCuMm&eNMMamkMdeﬂhmﬁm&e
Allied cannonade. So many French treops crammed into Blenheim that many could not use their arms.

s

The church at Blenheim in 1961. This picture was
taken recently by one of two men of The Somerset
and Cornwall Light Infantry during an adventure-
training expedition. The villagers proudly pre-
serve a monument erected to Marlborough’s dead.

behind them. The long lines, horse and
foot together, moved forward, and the
impact of these fresh troops against the
centre of the front proved decisive.

Tallard brought forward nine battalions
of French Infantry. They formed squares,
stood firm, and perished in the storm of fire.
Tallard’s attempt to relieve them by order-
ing a Cavalry charge was baulked through
the timidity of his horsemen.

Marlborough’s 8000 sabres swathed
through the centre, cutting off Tallard’s
army from those of Marshal Marsin and the
Elector. These two forces, their flank
exposed, retired hurriedly from the field,
hotly pursued by Eugene. Penned in Blen-
heim village, Tallard’s Infantry were help-
less. The Marshal himself was captured as
he galloped towards the village. The Blen-
heim defenders tried to break out at the
rear, but were headed back by The Scots
Greys. The Irish Dragoons baulked an
attempted break on the other side and in
the evening the cream of Louis XIV’s army
surrendered. In shame and humiliation,
famous regiments burned their Colours, and
officers broke their swords, rather than hand
them over.

Against Allied casualties of 12,000 (the
British lost over 2000), the enemy lost
nearly 40,000 and 100 guns.

Marlborough’s aide, Colonel Parke, rode
fast across Europe, spreading the great news
through Dutch and German cities and
finally delivering it to Queen Anne at St.
James’s Palace. In London, bonfires were
lit, bells were rung and the streets were filled
with cheering crowds. The British star, for
so long on the wane, was in the ascendant.

On the battlefield that evening the Duke
sat down and scrawled this historic message
to his wife on the back of a tavern bill: “I beg
you will give my duty to the Queen and let
her know her Army has had a glorious
victory. Monsieur Tallard and two other
generals are in my coach, and I am following
the rest.” K. E. HENLY
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ASKARI ON
THE MARCH

IX African soldiers of 1 Signal Squad-

ron, The King’s African Rifles, led by
two British non-commissioned officers,
have completed a remarkable feat of
marching.

They have walked 313 miles in scorching
heat from Mombasa to Nairobi in nine and
a half days at an average speed of three
miles an hour.

The six askari—all with less than a year’s
service—were led by Squadron Sergeant-
Major J. Young and Staff-Sergeant K.
Nichols and at one stage found they had
walked through a herd of elephants, with
more than 50 of the huge beasts on each side
of the road. _

Welcoming the men into Nairobi, Brigadier
M. W. Biggs, Chief of Staff of East Africa
Command, told them: ““| am glad you have
reminded us of what we can do when we
have not vehicles to carry us.”

Fifteen miles from home, the eight marchers swing
along as fresh as when they started. In the lead
are Staff-Sergeant Nichols (left) and SSM Young.

P IR e

Mrs. Pamela Nelson, wife of an Irish Guards’ ser-
geant, plays with her son in her caravan home.
“It’s net very roomy—but it’s home,” she says.

Homes On Wheels
For The Guards

HE 1st Battalion, Irish Guards, is setting

the pace in the scheme to provide cara-

vans as married quarters until the Army
has all the permanent homes it needs.

At its Caterham headquarters the Battalion has
housed 15 of its married men and their families in
furnished and fully-equipped caravans which the
Regiment hires from a Waltham Abbey firm and
lets to the occupants on a non-profit basis.

The cost to the soldier compares favourably
with that of renting a civilian house or rooms. He
pays a weekly rent of £2 10s. a ground rent of
3s. 6d. and his heat, light and fuel cost him about
£1 a week. The Battalion provides a washroom,
ironing room, children’s playroom and a lounge
in nearby permanent huts. Some of the families
have begun to make their own gardens.

The families stay in their caravans for only a
few months before going into permanent quarters
or hirings in the neighbourhood.
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The Sapper

OR years military and civilian

engineers have grappled with the
problem of building a clear-span bridge,
capable of carrying heavy traffic, across
the River Ouse at Clifton, York, where
the width of the river, sudden variations
in the water level of ten feet and more
and the steepness of one approach road
have always proved to be seemingly
insuperable obstacles.

Now the answer has been found by 38
Corps Engineer Regiment in the shape of a
288-ft. double-span, heavy girder bridge
weighing 250 tons. It is the biggest heavy
girder bridge ever erected in Britain.

The operation began when the York City
Council agreed to the Regiment’s plan to
erect the bridge as part of its training and
to hire it for civilian use for five months.

After a party of Sappers from 513 Special
Team had carried out a survey, 15 Corps
Field Park Squadron levelled the bridge build-
ing site and access road on the west bank
with angledozers and scrapers. Meanwhile,

Fguna A Way

Sappers from all squadrons of 38 Corps
Engineer Regiment made the grillages (heavy
cross-timbering framework) for the launch-
ing and building rollers and built a double-
strength pier from which a secondary 63-ft
span was to run to the opposite approach
road. .

Thereafter the Sappers of 38 Corps
Engineer Regiment worked two eight hour
shifts a day and slowly the main span—
225 ft long, with the secondary span attached
to it—was pushed over the gap, the huge
construction sagging nine feet under its own
immense weight. Finally, the launching nose
rested on the pier on the opposite side of the
river and the most dangerous part of the
operation was over. The following day the
bridge was completed.

The bridge was later opened by the Lord
Mayor of York who entertained to lunch all
the Sappers who had worked on the con-
struction, and the drivers of 42 Company,
Royal Army Service Corps, who had carried
the equipment to the site.

THE DUKE REVIEWS HIS REGIMENT

A THOUSAND Scots Guardsmen,
\ some resplendent in their full-

dress scarlet tunics and bearskins, -

others in khaki ranks, presented arms
and 400 Old Comrades stood rigidly to
attention as the Duke of Gloucester
rode on to Horse Guards Parade.

It was an equally proud moment for both
the Regiment and the Duke. In 1936 the
Duke of Gloucester became Colonel of the
Scots Guards in succession to the late King
George VI. Now he was reviewing his Regi-
ment to mark the 25th year of his Colonelcy.

The Regiment was drawn up in a hollow
square with the Old Comrades in place of
honour on the right of the line and in the
centre stood the 1st and 2nd Battalicns,

both in full dress and each with its Queen's
and Regimental colours which the Duke had
himself presented in the garden of Holyrood
House in 1951. Left of the line, in khaki,
were detachments of No. 1 (Guards) Inde-
pendent Parachute Company, the Scots
Guards Depot Company, the Junior Guards-
men's Company and the Scots Guards Junior
Leaders.

After the Duke had reviewed his Regiment,
the Regimental band, massed pipe bands and
massed Corps of Drums trooped in front of
the parade and the Regiment marched past
in quick time and review order. Then, after
a further Royal Salute, the Duke took his
place at the head of his Regiment and led

them away down The Mall.

The Secots Guards march
proudly past their Col-
onel, the Duke of Glou-

SHOTS

Top right: Gurkha troops
dole out hot meals to some
of the 6000 homeless. The
Army was on the scene
minutes after being called.

Right: L/Cpl A. Newall,
RE, hands out some of the
blankets and mattresses
which the Army gave to
the stricken Singaporians.

“THE TROOPS DID

HE Army came to the rescue in

double-quick time when the biggest
fire in Singapore’s history ravaged the
thickly-populated Tiong Bahru-Have-
lock area, destroying five blocks of flats
and hundreds of hut dwellings.

Within minutes of receiving the call the
Army Fire Service were fighting the blaze
and less than two hours later more than
1000 soldiers had arrived to seal off the
district and resettle some 6000 panic-stricken
homeless people in four schools.

Soon, too, convoys of Army lorries carrying
blankets, mattresses, tons of food, cutlery
and crockery—hastily withdrawn from Army
stores—were on the scene. During the night

A Kingsman exam-
ines the new trophy,
¢ the gift of a jour-
nalist who was
impressed by the
Regiment’s flair for
fostering adventure.

Feu de Detonator

THE Sappers are nothing if not original
and that includes 37th Field Squadron,
Royal Engineers, who, celebrating their cen-
tenary at Osnabruck, in Germany, recently,
found a unique way of firing a feu-de-joie.

After Brigadier P. H. Man, DSO, MC, had
inspected the Squadron, ten Sappers marched to
the centre of the parade ground, placed five
detonators on the ground, lit the fuses and retired.
The Squadron presented arms and as the last
strains of the General Salute sounded the detona-
tors exploded, dead on time.

Detachments of 7th, 16th, 30th, 39th, 42nd and
50 Field Squadrons and 65 Corps Field Park
Squadron were on parade to pay their respects to
37th Field Squadron and among the spectators
were two Chelsea Pensioners—Sergeant Patrick
Herlihy, aged 75, and Sergeant P. Hatfield, 79, who
served with the Sappers before World War One.
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6000 blankets and 3000 mattresses were
issued and Army Catering Corps cooks pre-
pared meals for every one of the homeless.
The Royal Corps of Signals set up a com-
munications centre and Military Policemen
kept order, while the 1st Battalion, The
Queen’s Own Highlanders, the 2nd Battalion,
2nd King Edward VII's Own Gurkha Rifles
and the 1st Battalion, Singapore Infantry
Regiment distributed food, bedding, pails,
pots and pans and mess tins.

*l do not know what we should have done
without the Army’'s help,”” said Mr. Ong
Kah Kok, the assistant director of Singapore's
Welfare Services. ““The troops did a wonder-
ful job.”

SAFARI LOG

HE 1st Battalion, The King’s Regi-
ment (Manchester and Liverpool),
have a new regimental trophy believed
to be unique in the British Army.
It is a silver-backed book, hand-made by
a former member of the Regiment, and called
the Safari Log. In it will be entered details
and photographs of each safari undertaken
by members of the Regiment now in Kenya,
during an adventure and initiative training
scheme recently introduced by Lieutenant-
Colonel Eric Holt, Commanding Officer of
the Battalion.
The first safari was undertaken last autumn

Highlanders
In Moscow

NTO Sokolniki Park, in the centre of
Moscow, came the band of the 1st
Battalion, The Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders, kilts swinging, white spats
and diced glengarries glinting in the sun.
For two hours they held their audience
spellbound as they played military music and
Scottish airs and the Highland dancing team
leapt and gyrated in traditional Scottish
dances. The Muscovites had never seen the
like before—and they were captivated.

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
were in Moscow to open the British Trade
Fair—playing side by side with a 50-strong
Red Army Band for the ceremony—and
remained there for a week, giving perform-
ances to thousands of fascinated Muscovites
every afternoon. In the off-duty hours they
were taken on tours of the city, their kilts
and trews attracting crowds of people wher-
ever they went.

A Scottish air rises over Moscow as the band of

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders plays in
Sokolniki Park during the British Trade Fair.

FOR THE KING’S

by a group of junior non-commissioned
officers and men, who trekked across a
desolate and waterless plain in the Great
Rift Valley and climbed to the 8,500-ft.-
high rim of an extinct volcano, Mount
Longonot.

They were accompanied by Mr. Charles
Quant, staff Correspondent of the Liverpool
Daily Post and Echo, who was so struck by the
value of the expedition in fostering adven-
turous spirit and initiative, that he arranged
to have the Safari Log made in Liverpool,
and to give it to the Battalion as a permanent
record of the best of these expeditions.

In quick succession the detonators explode in a unique feu-de-joie to celebrate a Sapper centenary.

PAGE 27



RECORD BROWSING
Play it cool—play it hot

. . and highbrow too—whatever your musical tastes Naafi aims
to.cater for them with one of the latest additions to its service. In
family shops and Services shops a selection of currently popular
records is immediately available but any ‘single-play’ or album in
the catalogue can be quickly obtained by placing an order
with the manager.
Here is yet another example of Naafi’s determination to shape
its service to cater for the varied tastes of the Service man

and his family.

YOU

IMPERIAL COURT, KENNINGTON LANE, LONDON, 8.E.11 The Official Canteen Organisation for H.M. Forces
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YOU are going to need money

when you—

Get Married @

Buy a House @
BLAZER POCKET BADGES Start a Family @

Hand embroidered in gold and silver wire and silk for the following:
CAVALRY * YEOMANRY °* GUARDS * COUNTY REGIMENTS

SCOTTISH, WELSH and IRISH REGIMENTS * CORPS Leave the Service @
TERRITORIAL REGIMENTS, ETC. Price from 30/- each
. aﬁqm%:ﬁﬁum Apdlyour family are going to need money if by chance you
Pure Silk 16/6 each Terylene or Silk and Rayon 12/6 cach don’t live to a ripe old age.
15-177 MARKET STREET, MAIDENHEAD, BERKS Confederation Life can take care of these needs for you. Our
s Tolastione: Mallenresd 5533 policies and guaranteed safeguards are unrivalled—and in some

cases unique.
Why not let us tell you more?
Just fill in the coupon and post it to us—without any obligation.

Confederation Life

(Incorporated in Canada in 1871 as a Limited Company.) Assets over £156,000,000
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IT s EASY To STOP SMOKING wrrH | J. H. B. Clover, Manager for the United Kingdom, I

l CONFEDERATION LIFE ASSOCIATION, 18 Park Lane, London, W.1. |

| Please send me details of your SERVICES ENDOWMENT PLAN. :

FOLLOW THE TENS OF THOUSANDS WHO HAVE ALREADY I e R R Tt i a3 S A RER b O ST WS |
TAKEN NICOBREVIN THE ORIGINAL ANTI-SMOKING | |
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Ask your chemist for NICOBREVIN today or write for free details to (Dept. S.) | ............................................................................................. I
MILLER OF GOLDEN I3QUARE LTD, ' SM.12 L T L S T Date of Birth..................... |

13 GOLDEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.1. Tel: GERrard 6533 |
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£20 MUST BE WON

HOW MUGH DO YOU KNOW?

EST your knowledge on SOLDIER’s quiz. It may pay dividends.

All you have to do is to answer the questions set out below and send your entry to
reach SOLDIER’s London offices by Monday, 25 September.

The senders of the first six correct solutions to be opened by the Editor will receive the
following prizes:

. A £10 gift voucher.

A £6 gift voucher.

. A £4 gift voucher.

. Two recently published books.

. A 12-months’ free subscription to SOLDIER and whole-plate monochrome copies of any
two photographs or cartoons which have appeared in SOLDIER since January, 1957.

. A 12 months’ free subscription to SOLDIER.

U‘lﬁbu‘t\)r—l

[=)}

1. Which is the odd man out among
these regiments: The East Lancashires,
The Devonshires, The South Staffords,
The South Lancashires, The Dorsets, The

North Staffords, The Cheshires? 6. Here is part of a
piece of equip-

2. In which country would you be if you ment in everyday
were on the road to Mandalay? use in the British

Army. What is it?
3. How many tentacles has an octopus?

4. Name any three famous battles in World
War One. Now name three rivers in
Britain beginning with the letter S.

7. Pair these: (a) Debenham; (b) Hedges;

i (c) Light; (d) Star; (e) Oliver; (f) Benson;
5 (g) North; (h) Freebody; (i) Twist;
(f) Music.

5. This girl appeared !
in a film about the
wartime ATS but
is better known for
her aquaticachieve-
ments. Who is she?

8. True or false? (a) Oberammergau, in
Switzerland, is famous for its Passion Play;
(b) Hara-Kiri is the Japanese name for
suicide by beheading; (c) About one third
of an iceberg floats above water; (d) Rip
Van Winkle slept for 20 years.

9. Unravel these well-known Army vehicles
and weapons: (a) ER TERF; (b) LAKA
RAM; (c) ROAD MAT; (d) BOW MAT;
(e) WO ZITHER; (f) EDGE RAN.

COMPETITION 39

RULES

. Entries must be sent in a sealed envelope to:

The Editor (Comp. 39), SOLDIER,
433, Holloway Road, London, N.7.

. Each entry must be accompanied by the *“Competition

39” panel printed at the top of this page.

. Correspondence must not accompany the entry form.
. Competitors may submit more than one entry, but each

must be accompanied by the “Competition 39 panel.

. Any reader, Serviceman or woman and civilian, may

compete,

The solution and names of the winners will appear in

SOLDIER, November.

10. Which is nearest to the North Pole:

(a) Paris; (b) London; (c) New York;
(d) Bucharest; (e) Vancouver; or (f)
Berne!?

11. Which of these territories are British:

(a) The Windward Islands; (b) The
Leeward Islands; (c) Puerto Rico;
(d) Bermuda; (e) Falkland Islands;
(f) New Caledonia?

12. To which Army
does this soldier
belong: (a) Bel-
gian; (b) United
States:y i{ie)
French; (d)
Dutch; or (e)
Luxembourg?

These two pictures look alike, but they vary in

: How OBSERVANT ARE YOU? ten minor details. Look at them very carefully.

If you cannot detect the differences see page 38. ®
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The first fruits of victory: Ger-
man prisoners are hustled down
the beach by British treops. The
battle hung in the balance for
seven days before it was won.

Battle On The Beaches

= HY creep up the leg like a harvest-

bug, from the ankle upwards? Let
us rather strike at the knee,” said Sir
Winston Churchill of the World War Two
campaign in Italy.

The blow at the knee is known to history
as the Salerno landing, a touch-and-go
operation that produced some of the tensest,
most confused fighting of the war.

_ The Anglo-American 5th Army secured a
tiny beach-head, overlooked by hills and
with a gap in their centre. They held it
against German troops who fought extremely
well. That they were able to do so, accord-
ing to Hugh Pond in “Salerno” (William
Kimber, 30s.) was in the opinion of “nearly
everybody” (Field-Marshal Lord Alexander
excepted) due to the support of the guns of
the Royal Navy. Certainly the accounts the
author quotes, both Allied and German, pay
tribute to the accuracy and effectiveness of
the naval shelling.

One of the criticisms levelled at 5th
Army’s commander, the American General
Mark Clark, is that he would not allow a
preliminary naval bombardment before the
landing. He was hoping to gain a tactical
surprise which, his critics say, there was no
hope of getting anyway. Nearly 12 hours
before the landing, the code-word “Hurri-
cane” had alerted the German defences for
a major attack. Only on the British sector,

Going over the top on the Somme. Of the 100,000
B_ritish troops who went into action on the first
disastrous day, 60,000 were casualties by evening,
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where coastal guns opened up, did the land-
ing troops have the benefit of a naval
“softening-up.”

In describing the landings and what fol-
lowed, the author strikes a nice balance
between the “Private-Smith-scratched-his-
nose-and-thought-of-a-pub-in-Balham” and
the “999-Brigade-deployed-at-Point-1234"
schools of military history.

The operation had some unusual features.
Before the invasion fleet sailed, a British
general was relieved of command of his
division for a breach of security: he had
written to his wife that he hoped to celebrate
their wedding anniversary by drinking cham-
pagne on Italian soil.

When things were going badly, General
Clark gave orders for the naval part of his
force to prepare to re-embark either the
British or American contingent and land it
again in the other’s sector, a command which
the British commodore said caused his staff
to “hoot with laughter” and which was
ignored.

A party of 700 reinforcements for British
units in the beach-head mutinied because
they had not been sent to their own units in
Eighth Army; all but 192 of them were
talked into obeying orders by their corps
commander, General Sir Richard McCreery.
The remainder were court-martialled.

At Amalfi, some American officers spent a

Disaster On

“THE Bath of Blood” the Germans
called the Battle of the Somme in
1916.

_On 1 July, along an 18-mile front, 100,000
civilians in uniform went “over the top”
against positions later said to have been well-
nigh impregnable. The men were so over-
loaded with equipment that many could not
get out of their trenches without help, and
they could do no more than walk across
no-man’s land.

The artillery barrage had failed to destroy
the enemy wire. It had also failed to destroy
the Germans in their deep dug-outs, with the
result that machine-guns were quickly in
action against the attackers. In a few minutes,
whole battalions were wiped out. In that
day, something like 60,000 British soldiers
become casualties. It was the most costly

night in great comfort in a luxury hotel
offering all peace-time amenities, while a
mile or two away units were putting in cooks,
clerks and storemen to plug the gaps in their
defences.

A_ Grenadier Guards officer, the first of his
regiment to set foot in Europe since Dun-
kirk, did so clutching a bottle of gin in each
hand. Both were smashed a few minutes
later when he dived to the beach under the
threat of strafing aircraft.

That colourful Commando leader,
Lieutenant-Colonel Jack Churchill, person-
ally took between 30 and 40 prisoners with
the aid of his sword. He later gave it as his
opinion that “any officer who goes into
action without his sword is improperly
dressed.”

On the sixth day of the operation, the
weary garrison of Salerno were astonished to
learn that a party of war correspondents had
made the first link between Eighth Army,
advancing from the South, and the beach-
head. They had travelled 120 miles through
what both armies had thought was enemy-
held territory.

On the seventh day the Germans decided
they were not going to be able to hold the
invaders back, but it was not until the tenth
that General McCreery was able to tell his
troops that they had got the Germans on the
defensive.

The Somme

day in the history of the British Army.
Week after week the attacks went on,
though the rains began and men and horses
were drowning in mud. All that was gained
was a few square miles of useless territory.
Yet was this all? To the south, the French
army was in danger of breaking and mutiny
at Verdun. The French had asked the British
commander-in-chief, Sir Douglas Haig, to
relieve the German pressure on Verdun by
staging an offensive on the Somme. Did the
offensive (at a total cost of between a quarter
and half a million casualties—there are no
exact figures) save the French army and so
the whole Allied line? Or was it pointless?
The debate continues. In “The Big Push”
(_Cassell, 21s.) R. B. Gardner contributes
little to the argument, but re-states the case
against Haig whom he depicts as a stubborn

@

Cavalry general, surrounded by yes-men,
ignorant of front-line conditions, trading on
his social connections, living in a chateau
and flitting from luncheon-date to luncheon-
date with an escort of polished Cavalry.

Haig’s mistakes, seen from 1961, were
many and there were some which should
have been spotted in high quarters before
they were committed, notably the use of the
first tanks before they were numerous
enough or the crews sufficiently trained. Yet
Haig had few critics at the time, and the one
who might have been most potent, Winston
Churchill, was out of favour.

The author blames the society of the day
for putting Haig where he was. He depicts
an appalling 1914 Army (“Officers and men
normally disliked, and often despised, each
other”), which cannot be reconciled with
the splendid record of the Old Contemptibles
in the first months of the war.

His book, however, contains an admir-
able selection of quotations from authors
who served in the Somme offensive and who
produced horrifying descriptions of condi-
tions in the line.

ARCHITECT OF VICTORY

EVERY war has its backroom boys, the men behind the
scenes who guide and prod the Government and the

fighting men on the road to victory.

Such a man was Lord Hankey, Secretary to the Committee

of Imperial Defence in World
War One, of whom Mr. Arthur
Balfour once said: “Without him
we should not have won the
war” "~

Now, more than 40 years

Lord Hankey. He was once
offered appointment as Chief
of the Imperial General Staff.

Gunners Of The Potomac

. HERE is one thing that our govern-

Tment does that suits me to a dot. That

is, we fight mostly with artillery. The
rebls fight mostly with infentry.”

So wrote a soldier of the Northern army in
the American Civil War, who is quoted by
L. Van Loan Naisawald in “Grape and
Canister” (Oxford University Press, 70s.), the
story of the field gunners of the Army of the
Potomac, the North’s biggest operational
force in the Civil War, in 1861-65.

Although the proportion of casualties
caused by artillery in that war was lower than
in the wars of Napoleon, or the major wars of
this century, the author claims that the
Potomac Army’s gunners perpetuated and
enhanced the tradition, set up in 1776, where-
by American Infantry have never lacked
superior artillery fire support. g

His tale takes 536 pages, mostly filled with
battery-by-battery accounts of the open-
country battles of the early years of the war,
and the almost constant skirmishing and more
confined battles of the last phase.

The Potomac Army’s splendid artillerymen
had their setbacks. They could not, for

example, stop the snipers who held up
engineers trying to bridge the Rappanhan-
nock River before Fredericksburg, though the
guns smashed the town. The job was quickly
done by Infantrymen.

They were not always quick at obeying
orders off the battlefield. A senior officer
once stopped a travelling battery and asked
its commander the name of the unit, com-
menting: “You carry too many guns for a
baggage-train and too much baggage for a
battery.”

The author has many examples of bravery
and not the least moving is that of Bugler
John Cook, who, at the battle of Antietam,
helped his wounded battery commander to
safety, delivered the officer’s last message,
then picked up a round from a dead man and
served a gun for the rest of the day. Bugler
Cook was 14, and became the youngest winner
of the Medal of Honor.

It’s A Giggle, Really

N his first novel, “The Glory Boy” (New
Authors, 16s.), James Balfour tackles the
difficult job of making fun of war without

confining himself to the rear areas.

When he gets to Normandy, the fun takes
some hard knocks, but is redeemed by a
Cockney Presbyterian padre who drives a
tank into battle singing a hymn and interrupt-
ing himself every couple of lines to give
himself driving instructions.

The book has plenty of other splendid im-
probabilities, not the least being a Cavalry
regiment with three battalions and the kilt as
its customary dress. Less improbably, it has
a long-haired, corseted commanding officer
who leads his squadrons on exercise from the
back of a wireless-equipped horse. OVER . ..

after, Lord Hankey tells his
story of those fateful days in
“The Supreme Command,
1914-18” (Allen and Unwin.
Two volumes, £4 4s.).

Hankey, then a major in the
Royal Marines, took up the post
before World War One and was
appalled by the casualness and
inefficiency which he found even
at the highest levels of Govern-
ment,

The Cabinet kept no records
of its proceedings and decisions
were rarely communicated to
the departments which equally
rarely knew what the others
were doing. Hankey changed all
that and in a remarkably short
time injected order into the
Government system.

He was imaginative, too, and
was said to have had a better
understanding of strategy than
anyone on the Imperial General
Staff. (He was once offered, and
refused, the post of Chief of the
Imperial General Staff.) He
first suggested the - expedition
to the Dardanelles, proposed
the convoy system by which the
Royal Navy defeated the Ger-
man submarine menace and had
a hand in the invention of the
tank. But his greatest achieve-
ment was in co-ordinating the
efforts and ideas of the Services
and the politicians into a power-
ful machinery that won the war.
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BOOKS continved

The Duke Knew All The Answers

“ HAT would the Duke have done?”

British commanders in the Crimea
were wont to ask themselves a few years
after Wellington’s death.

If they had had an indexed edition of his
letters they could have looked up the
answers, for Wellington wrote vast numbers
of letters on military matters of all kinds.

For “Wellington At War” (Macmillan,
42s.), Antony Brett-James has selected a
mere 180 of the Iron Duke’s letters. They
are clear and vigorous, as fresh now as the
day their recipients opened them.

A random dip into those of his Indian
days shows the Duke concerned about the
fate of Christian ladies forcibly taken into
Tippoo Sahib’s zenana; giving advice on
how to fight a jungle war and technical
details of building basket boats; and detail-
ing the excellent service of “persons belong-
ing to the public bullock department” who
had drawn his guns against the Mabhrattas.

In the Peninsula, he was proposing a
proper Provost organisation; settling the
question of a young Portuguese lady carried
off by a subaltern; giving his reasons for per-
mitting, but not compelling, his Irish troops
to go to Mass; courteously ordering
measures against officers who mounted the
stage during performances in Lisbon
theatres; declaring that an officer who had
been involved in an affray in a brothel might
be acquitted but not “honourably acquitted”
by a court-martial.

The editor links the Duke’s letters with
admirable notes and footnotes, throwing
light on the Duke, his correspondents and
their circumstances.

One which may raise an eyebrow or two
is a letter from an officer who served with
Colonel Wellesley in India and found him
“very abstemious with wine; drank four or
five glasses with people at dinner, and about
a pint of claret later.”

THE GALLANT
NURSE
OF RENNES

O show her dislike of all things Ger-

man, a young English girl at Baden-
Baden refused to curtsey to the Crown
Prince when he visited her school.

Alexandrina Marsden, now 85, shows
clearly in her reminiscences, “Resistance
Nurse” (Odhams, 18s.), that her attitude to
the Germans has not softened.

The daughter of a British officer killed in
the Afghan War, she wanted to become a
nurse, but, despite Florence Nightingale,
that was not considered a ladylike occupa-
tion at the turn of the century.

It was not until World War One that Mrs.
Marsden, by then the mother of two
daughters, was able to hurry back home
from India and take up nursing. She worked
within sound of the guns and saw the casual-

ties of the bloodiest battles on the Western
Front.

When World War Two broke out, Mrs.
Marsden and her husband were living in
France. Joining the French Red Cross, she
was soon nursing again and when the Ger-
mans overran her hospital, found herself
alone with 70 patients, having been deserted
by the rest of the staff.

Most of the war Mrs. Marsden spent in
Rennes, doing what she could for sick and
wounded prisoners and internees, helping
parachuted British airmen to escape and
gathering information for the Resistance. As
she was under open arrest and under constant
Gestapo surveillance, all this was at great
risk to herself. Inevitably, she was arrested
and put in front of a firing squad of Vichy
militiamen. “Remember Nurse Cavell,” she
warned them. They hastily lowered their
guns.

One of her successful ruses was to put two
escaping airmen into a bed, draw the cur-
tains, light candles and pretend to a German
search-party that the bed contained the
body of the lady of the house, awaiting
burial. The Germans took one peep into the
room and beat a hasty retreat.

At the end of the war, after returning to
England, Mrs. Marsden’s husband was
astonished that he was excluded when his
wife was taken away by an Intelligence
officer to be questioned about the Resistance.
All her undercover activities had been kept
secret from him.

Mrs. Marsden was decorated by the
French government after each of the World
Wars.
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to make 20 extra cigarettes with every 8d. box of tips.
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For COLLECTORS of BADGES, MEDALS and FORMATION SIGNS

YOUSAF & CO., LAHORE CANTT-13 (PAKISTAN)

Cap Badges of British Indian
Army, Gurkha Rifles, Pakistan
Army, and of other countries,
2/6 to 3/- each (except large
badges). Post extra. Remit-
tance by Bank draft/American
Express Co’'s cheques. Bank
cheques accepted (adding 3/-)
from B.F.P.O's and advance
bases. Formation Signs and
some original full-size medals
of WW. Il also available.
Please ask for priced circulars.

We also supply several full-
size medals, miniature medals,
slip-on sleeves with rank
badges, blazer pocket badges
and other uniform articles to
British Forces Overseas and
the Colonial Military and
Police Forces.

Orders and inquiries solicited

CHEST
52"
ARM
184"

BIGGER MUSCLES
—THE MAXALDING WAY —

BROADER SHOULDERS, DEEPER CHEST AND
WELL MUSCLED ARMS AND LEGS ARE GAINED
BY FOLLOWING THE MODERN SCIENCE OF
MUSCLE CONTROL.

MR. UNIVERSE

Eddie Sylvestre, shown here, winner of
the above title, 1s a Maxalding follower
and gives full credit to the method for
his development.

PROOF AT OUR EXPENSE

Fully Illustrated Literature will be sent
FREE in a scaled envelope on request.
Apply by letter, postcard or coupon to:
MAXALDING (567), SHEPHERDS-
WELL, DOVER, KENT.

| Send Free Maxalding Book to: |




Paddling
To Paris
By Canoe

Halfway across the English Channel, Captain Richards (rear) and Sergeant
Green keep up a steady paddle in the lee of “Sergeant Snubbins.”

Four miles short of Ronen the crews of two canoes battle their way against the current of the Seine on the way to the French capital.

an exhausting battle against near gale-force winds;
swamped by a seven-foot high wave; stranded on rocks
and a mudbank.

These were just a few of the hazards which five soldiers—all
members of the Royal Army Educational Corps—and a civilian
overcame during their adventurous 430-mile voyage in three
two-man canoes from Folkestone to Paris.

The five soldiers, all qualified canoe instructors (the craft were
made in Army units, too), set off from Folkestone Harbour in the
carly hours to deliver a message from Major-General S. Moore-
Coulson, Director of Army Education, to General Sir Hugh
Stockwell, Deputy Supreme Commander at SHAPE and Colonel
Commandant of the Royal Army Educational Corps. They were
also out to demonstrate that canoeing is a safe, if tough, sport.

The expedition was led by Captain Gordon Richards in his
own canoe, “Gaudeamus,” with Sergeant B. A. Green as his part-
ner. In “Minerva,” which was built at the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst, were Lieutenant D. Frost and Warrant
Officer J. K. Blueman; and in “Igitur,” constructed at 10 Train-
ing Battalion, Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, Lieu-
tenant W. J. Scholes and Mr. C. B. Gardiner, senior canoe coach
at the YMCA national camp at Botley, near Southampton.

It was not long before the canoes ran into difficulty, brought
almost to a standstill by dense fog two miles out from Folkestone.
Although in danger of being run down by ocean-going ships, the
canoes inched their way towards France and two hours later ran
into clear weather, and then, as they made for Boulogne, a force
seven wind. At Boulogne their escort vessel—*“Sergeant Snub-
bins,” of the Royal Army Service Corps Fleet—left them for the
canoes to make their way to Paris alone.

It was three days later before they could continue, a gale forc-
ing them to shelter in the harbour, but at last they were on their
way, paddling all night to Le Havre and the mouth of the Seine.

With only seven days left to cover the 212 miles to Paris, and
most of it against the tide, the chances of arriving on time
receded, so Captain Richards decided to order 12 hours paddling
a day. At first they made good time and then near disaster over-
took them: a seven-foot high wave from a passing ship swamping
the canoes while the crews were resting and washing away food
and some equipment.

Because of this delay the crews agreed to paddle for 15 hours
a day, keeping up a speed of four knots an hour. In spite of a
further hold up when caught in some rapids, the crews stuck to
their task and, well-nigh exhausted, reached their destination two
hours ahead of schedule. The next day Captain Richards handed
the Director of Army Education’s message to General Stockwell
and the mission was accomplished.

Paddlenote: After returning to England, Captain Richards
presented his canoe to Rochester Borstal, where a canoe club has
been started for the boys.

ﬁ. NIGHTMARE paddle for two hours through dense fog;
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A SAPPER

An officer of the Royal

Engineers may become the

Jirst British soldier to swim
- the Channel. If he does,

it will be a triumph of

scientific planning, team

work, medical science

and physical fitness

TAGKLES THE GHANNEL

press a 27-year-old Sapper officer

walked into the sea at Cap Gris Nez
and began swimming towards Folkestone in
the most scientifically-organised Channel
swim attempt in history.

Before him was the challenge that if he
succeeded he would be the first soldier to
achieve the feat. And behind him the
experience of nine months of team work, the
application of medical science, meticulous
planning and human endeavour unequalled
since Captain Webb, of the Merchant Navy,
first swam the Channel from England to
France in 1875.

The officer was Captain Mike Nanson, of
the Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal

ON the day that SOLDIER went to

Engineers, at Dover, and the story of his
attempt goes back to before World War One

when his father trained to swim the Channel
but was refused time off by his employer.
Then, last year, Captain Nanson discovered
that one of his neighbours was a Trinity
House pilot and another the captain of the
Dover Swimming Club, while in his regi-
ment were a medical officer and one of
Britain’s greatest weight-lifting experts, who
were keen to help someone swim the
Channel.

“There was nothing left to do but start
training,” said Captain Nanson.

The team went into action last October
and drew up a training programme designed
to turn Captain Nanson—then only a
moderate long-distance swimmer—into a
Channel champion.

The medical officer, Captain Peter
Theobald, RAMC, laid down a series of

Begoggled and smeared in olive oil, Captain Nanson ploughs
t.l.u-ough Dover Harbour during a four-hour trainin, nvli.m.“g He
aulnstocrosstheﬂlmelulheratenf“cnw]stmkun
minute, but is not interested in setting up a record.
all a question of keeping my arms turning over,” he says.

As Captain Nanson treads water his trainer-manager, Mr.

Hmmnnd,handuhimldﬁnk.h!r.llxmmﬂhuaoe’ompz::
Na'msolf on lllhislong-dhunoetniuingswims,sphshinghim
mthhuaomm«lthmwingmwwdinhiaﬁwetoguhim
used to conditions he might meet in his Channel attempt.
He has also improved his swimming action and stamina.

ult’ﬂ
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Photographs : Staff Camera-
man FRANK TOMPSETT
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Above: Capt Theobald checks the record
card as Nanson goes through a tolerance
test, stepping up and down on a chair with
two 20 Ib weights. Six months ago Nanson
took 60 seconds to recover from these ex-
ertions. Now his pulse rate is normal in 20.

5/Sgt Middleditch keeps close watch as
Capt Nanson grimaces under the strain of
lifting 170Ibs on his shoulders from a sitting
position. Weight training and extra food
have added two stone to Nanson's weight
—but he will lose one on the swim.

effort and tolerance tests, calculating how
best to achieve maximum efficiency with the
minimum of fatigue and improve Captain
Nanson’s stamina and strength. At the same
time Staff-Sergeant R. A. Middleditch,
APTC, the weight-lifting expert (he won the
European youth lightweight boxing title in
Berlin in 1936), worked out eleven different
kinds of exercises to develop supple muscles
and powers of endurance, and Captain C. R.
Dench, the professional pilot, drew on his
intimate knowledge of the tides and currents
in the Channel to plot a course and a swim
programme.

Under the watchful eye of his trainer-
manager, Mr. Fred Hammond, who trained
Jimmy Grainger and Rosemary George
(holder of the world’s women’s endurance
record) for their cross-Channel attempts,
Captain Nanson began to swim a mile a day,
later increased to two miles a day and, in
May of this year, to between four and six
miles. In the last month he swam six miles
a day and went for an eight-hour swim in
the sea.

During his training Captain Nanson swam
more than 10,000 lengths in the bath at the
Duke of York’s Royal Military School and
nearly 300 miles in the sea. He ate a pound

.
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HE Far East Federation’s first
inter-club regatta—fought be-
tween yachtsmen from Japan,
the Philippines, Hong Kong, Thailand,
Cambodia, Indonesia and Singapore, at
Manila—was a triumph for the Army.
Representing Singapore and the Royal
Artillery Yachting Association, Pegasus,
with Lieutenant-Colonel Tom Hunt as
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of steak a day and swallowed more than 1000
halibut oil capsules.

More rapidly than had been thought,
Captain Nanson began to put on weight and
increase his strength and powers of endur-
ance. After three months he had gained
10lbs and his arms were one and a quarter
inches thicker. At the end of nine months
he weighed 14 stone, a gain of nearly two
stone, and his chest measurement was three
inches bigger. His rate of recovery from
physical stress had improved enormously
and his speed in the water had shot ahead
from 42 to 32 minutes for a mile.

When Captain Nanson plunged into the
sea off Cape Gris Nez, he planned to swim
at the rate of 1.7 m.p.h. for the first four
miles; 1.6 for the next four; 1.5 for the third
four and 1.4 for the final distance, covering
the entire crossing in 12 to 14 hours.

Before leaving for France, Captain Nanson
told SOLDIER: “It will not be the team’s
fault if I fail. They have done everything
possible to make the attempt a success.”

And it will not be for lack of courage and
hard work that would have broken a less
enthusiastic swimmer if Captain Nanson
does not become the first soldier to swim the
Channel.

o o N

Lieut-Col Hunt (centre) raises his hands in elation as “Pegasus” sweeps gracefully past
the finishing buoy te win one of the five races. Picture by courtesy of the Manila Times.

PEGASUS PIPPED THE LOT

S

helmsman and Major Edward Dyson and
a Filipino, Jesus Villareal, as crew, won
three of the five races and was third and
sixth in the others.

This was Colonel Hunt’s first inter-
national victory. Major Dyson crewed in
the 1952 Olympic Games in Helsinki and
Villareal was a member of the Philippines
team at the last Olympic Games in Rome.

J

Trinity House pilot, Captain C. R. Dench, shows
Captain Nanson the route he is expected to follow.
Captain Dench, who accompanied Peter Fergus
on his successful Channel swim in 1960, has spent
years navigating ships in the Channel and knows
tides, currents and weather conditions intimately.
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a cockade of the ribbon of the Croix de
Guerre on the left side of the Service
Dress cap, a unique distinction.

On 1 August, 1941, the wearing of
the cockade was restricted to officers
and, with the introduction of battle-

public stripping of all his military insignia
no longer survives, nor has the War Office
any record of when this ceremony was last
carried out.

Public promulgation of a semtence,
when it is read out before a full parade,

be the longest serving soldier in the 1st
Battalion, but not in the Regiment. Our
Quartermaster, Major H. G. 'Tumer,
holds this honour, having joined the
Regiment in 1925—long before Corporal
Dawson.

Collectors’
Corner

i 1st Battalion’s
dress, the flash was “mt“’d“.mf‘ﬁr all gy still occur but there is mo record of imf,zm aLl::) 3?520';;3 of brothers. K. D. Jackson, PO Box 59,
" ra.nks_, though since that dafe 1; icce of  Then this last took place. Normally, the . have 19, including one set of three. Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia. Badges
only in the form of a half-inct Plcah” prowsulgation of a semtemce is comveyed —“Training Officer,” 6 RUR (TA), and model soldisrs, 4
the ribbon. This yeur, po e fuction 1@ the accused i private. Victoria Barracks, Belfast 15. S. G. Biggin, “Gardners”,

been obtained for the re-introduction
of the original flash of 19_18.—6.
Archer Parfitt, Hon. Historian, 4th
Battalion, The King’s Shropshire

“BLUE VALLEY”
When | served in Malaya with the st

We are proud to have serving with
us Warrant Officer II C. B. Fowler,

Col-onnr.lde Rd, Boscombe, Hants.
Despatch rider photos.
T. Morris, 9 Galway Hse, White

- : ioi ; : 2 ) Horse Lane, London, E1. Cap and
IS THE ANSWER DOWN UNDER? Strewabury, o e, T Rovl Hampuhies KO8 150, e s s wi - comtims: | colr s sldr i,
N NDE = ment, in : ; sly ever since, the last 49 years in the ri -
5 of a “Blue Valley,” supposed to QU8 = % thi Maj D HQ 1 (BE) Corps,
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two of the most important nations in the British Common- PLEA FOR GLAMOUR ® SOLDIER welcomes letters. There Your article “Keep Those Bristles terrorists, and usually ag:ge h]ltlg o?' s g o g s Colour' postcards of uniforms  and
wealth, should consider closer co-operation in the task of is not space, however, to print Trimmed!” (SOLDIER, June) reminds  located somewhere in A. H. Blackler, ist Bn., The Canter- et on s bagbvey

keeping the peace.

At present, Britain’s contribution to world security rests on three
things: membership of defence groups like NATO; maintaining bases
overseas; and flying “fire brigade’’ forces to trouble spots.

Internal political changes can weaken defence groups formed of
countries of varying interests and traditions, populations of bases
can turn awkward and flying “fire brigades’’ from Britain involves
passing over many countries.

Friendly nations happy to let planes pass through their air space on
exercises might feel it diplomatically unwise when trouble blows up.
For example, our shortest routes to East Africa (about 4200 miles when

The answer to all recruiting problems
is more Glamour.

The Guards Brigade, The Parachute
Regiment, the Scottish regiments and
the Commando Brigade, though very
selective, are all recruiting well and it is
significant that all these units have a
conspicuous dress distinction, even
when wearing battledress.

It is reported that many of the Corps
have the greatest recruiting problems.
May this not be to some extent due to
the fact that their uniforms are quite
undistinguished ? The Guardsman and

every letter of interest received;
all correspondents must, therefore,
give their full names and addresses
to ensure a reply. Answers cannot
be sent to collective addresses,
Anonymous or insufficiently ad-
dressed letters are not published.
® Please do not ask for informa-
tion which you can get in your
orderly room or from your own
officer.
® SOLDIER cannot admit corres-
pondence on matters involving dis-

me of the officer of the Indian Army
who grew a beard.

After protracted correspondence at
all levels he received an order to comply
with King’s Regulations and remove his
whiskers. The officer then sent a
petition to King George V asking that
he might retain his beard and enclosed
a photograph of himself without it. It
is said that the King ordered that he
was always t{a w?ar a beard, which he

es to this day!
doKing George Vundoubredly had akeen

Penang. According to the rumours
patrols which were supposed to have
found the valley never returned. I
would be grateful for any information
on this subject.—C. T. A. Stephens,
33A Edith Road, Barons Court,
London, W14.

% The War Office has no record of such
a place and says there is no truth in
stories of patrols which never returned.
It sounds like an old soldier’s tale to
SOLDIER.

bury Regiment, King Edward Bar-
racks, Christchurch, New Zealand.

AER MEDAL

In the article “It All Began at
Waterloo” (SOLDIER, May), describ-
ing the record of Corporal A. C.
Shorrocks and his link with the “Dukes”
at Waterloo, you state that he was one
of the first four Army Emergency
Reservists, in 1959, to gain the AER

N. S. Major, 26 Buxton Rd,
Brighton. British and Common-
wealth cap badges.

J. White, Qualicum Beach, B.C.,
Canada. War medals, decorations,
police insignia.

Cpl D. A. Tresham, C Pro C
School, Camp Borden, Ontario,
Canada. Metal and cloth badges,
medals, ribbons.

Sgt E. K. Bamforth, 11 Becken-
ham Pl., Halifax. Formation signs,

flying over Libya a he Suda d iles b ; . e of humour for he also allowed a Long Service Medal. I was awarded proficiency badges.

Nyigegriu) cake us osgrtthe Mo;."er‘.’."w:f.‘é? i the é:&{noictrtizaf:;:: the Highlander, always assured of ~SIPIM® or Promotion in a unit. petition by an officer of the Indian Army ACADEMY chis medal in 195 and qualify for 2 J. C. Lewis, 14 Embo St, Kew,

Syria to Moracco decided to put up a “barrier” against foreign planes, |  TCOBRUon. WO with  swagger and  WNNEMSMNMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMME | Vewerinary Corps agaiost having 1 SERGEANT-MAJOR  clasp next year—C. E. Brinton, Drvadio, ThE Aeich. Aewss covo.
r ms w1 an air.

or if we decided that to fly over traditionally friendly countries could
cause as much discord as the local trouble we were trying to remedy,

What is needed is a distinctive

Command™ in recognition of his services
as author of SOLDIER’S article.

learn Burmese on the grounds that none
of his patients spoke the language!—

The appointment of the Regimental

Salisbury Avenue, Torquay.

paign medals from 1900.
H. Hart, 149 Penatang, Apt. 1,

6000 -Maij has been )
emblem or beret for each of the Corps | Lt-Col. C. B. Appleby, DSO, Sergeant-Major of Sandhurst oA, 198 Pasathey - JAwt.

' i i i | Arm RMA ded to Grou i) of Warrant arrie, On 1
we would have to pass over Turkey and Iragq ( miles) or by way of which could be worn with pride and KSLI AND BLIGNY | National y Museum, ( % g%?if::r: Clags T wilt::,h (ﬂac 5o ANOMALY P S e, Lee

Ascension Island and Central Africa (7000 miles).

The first of these routes provides difficulty in bad weather when the
mountains can force the planes high enough for extra oxygen to be
needed. On the second, a desire to avoid a “barrier’” of newly
independent African states could force us to fly round the Cape.

In contrast, a “fire brigade’’ force flying from Australia (some 5400
miles) would pass above the sea the whole way and have the added
advantage of Gan as a refuelling point. Local trouble in East Africa
could be contained with less risk of upsetting neighbouring states.

Australia, which wants closer links with Britain, offers ideal training
areas for land/air operations, and a secure base for all time. If arrange-
ments were made for British Army and RAF units and their families
to undertake a tour in, say, Western Australia, it could become a
popular station and prove an added incentive to recruiting. Some
Servicemen might feel like settling there after their release, which
would please the Commonwealth.

The prospect of being stationed with one’s family near, say, Perth,
with its ideal climate, is more likely to stimulate recruiting than being
dumped in Aldershot or Colchester. The closer link with Australia
would also encourage recruiting there and inspire that country and
New Zealand to take on a bigger share of Commonwealth defence.

There is no reason why Australian troops and their families should
not undertake a return tour in Britain. There is too much talk these
days of the British Common-
wealth having outlived its use-

of Britain’s defence problems
will be welcomed.

This sketch map pares air
routes to East Africa. Shaded
portions represent air barriers.

stimulate the healthy rivalry so essential
to a happy and efficient Army.—$/Sgt.
D. Fisher, REME, REME Attached
Ordnance Depot, BFPO 53.

BLUE AND GRAY

As a result of your excellent article
on the American Civil War—“The War
That United the States” (SOLDIEL.,
March) 1 have had many inquirics
about the Confederate High Command.

They have come from the British
Army (a colonel, Regular and Terri-
torial subalterns and a Sapper in a
postal unit), from officers of the Royal
Air Force, ministers, a model soldier
manufacturer, a stationmaster and a
postman and from Scotland, Ireland and
Switzerland. Purley (Surrey) Council
has .also discovered the Civil War
through SOLDIER and has asked me
to loan material for an exhibition in its
library.

Replies I have had from individuals
and organisations in the United States
to whom I sent SOLDIER show that
our Colonial cousins are much impressed

ate h Command), The Lodge,
New Place, Park Road, Banstead,
Surrey.

* Since this letter was received
SOLDIER has been informed that Staff
writer Peter N. Wood has been “‘com-
missioned as a Colonel and Information

Staff Officer of the Confederate High

Readers who enjoyed your article
“The Heroic Shropshires Re-Took
Bligny Hill” (SOLDIER, June) may
like to know that the 56th Brigade, of
which the Ist/4th Battalion, King’s
Shropshire Light Infantry, was part,
was awarded the Croix de Guerre with
Star and that the Brigade pennant is
now in our possession. Individual
awards of the Croix de Guerre were
also made to three members of the

e

e = o

were worn on the upper portion of
both sleeves of the tunic until 1919.
On 3 June, 1922, General Berthelot,
Commanding the 5th French Army,
pinned the Medal to the Regimental
Colour on behalf of the French Govern-
ment at a ceremony in the Quarry,
Shrewsbury (see picture above). From
that date all ranks of the Battalion wore

Sandhurst, Camberley, Surrey.

The splendid, w?xed rJnoust@che
depicted on page 22 of your June issue
befonged to Sergeant George Hamilron,
‘Irish Guards, who enlisted on 5 Febru-
ary, 1901, and served in the Re iment
for 50 years and 25 days. He died in
1958.—“0ld Mick,” Beckenham,
Kent.

“KHAN BAHADUR"”

Congratulations on your mag-niﬁcem
cover picture of Colonel Wilayat Khan
(SOLDIER, July). It may interest
your readers to know that the badge
suspended from a red ribbon around
the Colonel’s neck denotes his title of
“Khan Bahadur.” .

Although I never had the privilege of
serving with this distinguished officer,
I am proud to have been a contemporary
of his in the old Indian Army. A finer
body of men never existed, and it is
fitting that they should know that time
and distance does not cloud the memory
nor lessen the affection and esteem in

DRUMMING OUT

Is the “drumming out” ceremony,
in which a cashiered officer has all
insignia removed publicly, still carried
out ? When did this ceremony last take
place >—WO II J. Barnes, RAEC,
Army Apprentices School, Harro-
gate, Yorks.

% The “‘drumming out” of a soldier and

of Academy Sergeant-Major RMAS.

The first holder of the title is Academy
Sergeant-Major Lord MBE, of the
Grenadier Guards, who is now in his
13th year at Sandhurst.

He therefore joins the Conductor,
RAOC; Master Gunner Ist Class, RA;
and the 1st Class Staff Sergeant-Major,
RASC; the appointment conferring on
him seniority with them above all other
warrant officers in the British Army.—
Major P. J. N. Ward, Welsh Guards,
Royal Military Academy, Sand-
hurst.

CONGO

Hearty congratulations to your excel-
lent magazine on such widespread and
interesting coverage as the stories on
the operations in the Southern
Cameroons, the Sarawak Rangers and
the Singapore Guard Regiment
(February).

Now what about a story on the
operations of the United Nations troops
in the Congo?—J]. G. Bliss, Upper

Do trumpeters of the Household
Cavairy wear cuirasses? 1 have seen
models and illustrations both with and
without.—K. M. Bell, c/o 44 Kilburn
High Road, London, N.W.6.

+ When on parade in full dress uniform
all ranks of the regiments of the House-
hold Cavalry, with the exception of the
band, trumpeters and farriers, . wear
polished steel cuirasses ornamented with

I, and several others in my unit who
enlisted in the Regular Army before
reaching the age of 18 years, have
recently been informed that in order to
qualify for a full pension at 22 years,
or earlier if invalided out of the Service,
we must sign on for the corresponding
amount of time served before our 18th
birthdays.

This means that we are now due to
be released from the Army on our 40th

MORE LETTERS OVERLEAF

insignia.

J. F. Lamport, 2064 Carrick St,
Victoria, B.C., Canada. British
medals and miniatures, Canadian
Army cap badges.

Tpr J. Hollingsworth, D Sqdn,
22 SAS Regt, Bradbury Lines,
Hereford. Cap badges.

Pte S. J. lenkins, SP Coy, 1
RAR, c/o PO, Grik, Upper
Perak, Malaya. Shoulder titles,
formation signs.

THE LONDON
AMBULANCE SERVICE

requires men as Driver/Attendants. Basic pay £12/1/0
(42-hour week) including first-aid and running repairs

—an ildered—th e : . : Willingdon Road, Calcutta, India. / i
E&-;;;-.,% fulness. — Peter Lawrence, L Rﬂ:g;',s bmea?:fif:dmul;‘mﬂ,f Battalion and the Battalion collectively ‘, Khm]h m;f;ﬁriﬁgolh"‘;f‘fh;:‘ta o e are o British Army units allowances. Shift workers pay range £13/8/0-£14/9/0. Initial
: : ' i s : ] ions’ command in e : - "Yrilip : :
‘§0 %Y o L:n:or;. E:C.4. i = withmsuch an c)igellen:i treatment of W&f“'ﬁﬂem (‘Sﬂrgg ‘;:'esGe‘:[?;:ie :;g: ot Way, Bachashar. Kot % i United Nations' ¢ training with pay. Uniform provided. Paid holidays.
~ et eaders’ comments on this eir  history. — Ronald Marshall  faqh etk i ’ g .
f. Sl interesting proposal to solve one (Brigadier-General, The Confeder- ribb::’ b?aﬁgg stllrzleg bg:rfzclgglm? wb.ic}:: CUIRASSES Pension scheme on permanent appointment. Applicants

aged 21-45, must be experienced drivers in good health.
Apply to the

Officer-in-Charge (LAS.1/S/1647/8),
London Ambulance Service, 150 Waterloo Road, S.E.1

o« ¢ bi studs. The cuirasse is a relic from
UNITED KINGDOM ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS : &) e | T ACANCIES 1N GOVERNMENT SERVICE
ATOMIC ENERGY ESTABLISHMENT, WINFRITH Executive Class examination for ex-Forces candidates, June 1962 (Basic grade i :ggaﬁésv;voﬂa?;iygi;fzfﬁ f:gm:ﬂ:,[ A number of vacancies, offering good career prospects, exist for:—
rises to over £1,100); good promotion opportunities. Clerical Class examina- BROCHURE By Cchonr et anestat SR A, RADIO OPERATORS MALE
SKILLED CRAFTSMEN i i s i, G B i o CiPhiEn OPERATORS AL AND
are required to fill vacancies as Research and Experimental Mechanics. —examination in March 1962; also Assistant Prevg::tive Olf;‘ce? (°ver e A LEARN kLl i g i SR i

Applicants should have served a craft apprenticeship or have had
equivalent training. Vacancies are available in the following trades:

INSTRUMENT MECHANICS—ELECTRICAL

INSTRUMENT MECHANICS—ELECTRONIC

PRECISION FITTERS

TURNERS

TOOLMAKERS

UNIVERSAL MILLERS

i o icers. Iso be awarded
FITTER TURNERS your own equnpment warrant aﬂ‘lcers It may a d
i iti - t icers and warrant officers of the . -
UNIVERSAL GRINDERS VERY SPECIAL TERMS FOR “SOLDIER” readers using an exciting new prac é’oﬁg B Firse: for fulleaiy on Iusd: SOUTHERN RHODESIA’S I’Ol.lCE F?RCE :
Certain craftsmen may be eligible for housing allocation and Most models supplied (brand new tical apparatus course. B e AR e LG e cmabilis Rt e

lodging allowance whilst awaiting allocation.

Excellent working conditions, including pension and sick pay schemes.
Further details of conditions of employment, rates of pay and \an
application form may be obtained quoting reference SK/IOW from the
Labour Department, A.E.E. Winfrith, Dorchester, Dorset

Excise), 19-21, with allowance for Forces service—examination in February 1962.
Write stating age, Forces service, elc., to:-

CIVIL SERVICE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL
10 STATION PARADE, BALHAM HIGH ROAD, LONDON S.W.12

Sites available,

CARAVANS & BOATS

guaranteed models only.) H.P. and
DELIVERY ANYWHERE, including abroad.

SIIVE £E£.s 0" mlllilﬂ HﬂmES il you can arrange own site,

Send stamp and full details of your requirements to:-

RADIO & T/V
SERVICING and
ELECTRONICS

and how to make and build

Ideal for starting your own
business or as a fascinating
habby.

RADIOSTRUCTOR &%

MILITARY CROSS

Can a warrant officer class one win
the Military Cross?—B. Wilkinson,
*Josther,”” Iver Heath, Bucks.

% Yes. The Military Cross was insti-
tuted on 31st December, 1914, and can
be won by captains, subalterns and

LONG SERVICE

We of the 6th Battalion, The Royal
Ulster Rifles (TA), were most interested
to read the fine article in your May issue
about our 1st Battalion in Germany.

Write, giving details of education, qualifications and experience, to.:—
Personnel Officer, G.C.H.Q. (RCO/2), Foreign Office,
53 Clurelzce Street, Cheltenham, Glos.

A FINE CAREER AWAITS YOU IN

Police (

under 20, £483, 20, £525, rising to
£1,460. Chief l::;cmn. £1,550-£1,650. ALL PROMOTIONS FROM THE
Free uniform, gquarters, passage.

Apply: Police Recruiting Officer, Rhodesia House, Strand, London, W.C.2.

as C 1
Rhodesia). A varied career in a land of sunshine is open to young men,
i ini i g isi less
physically fit (minimum height, 5° 8”; perfect vision without glasses) and with not
? tion, preferably to G.C.E. standard. Pay: Constables
than four years’ secondary education, m‘e y PRy i ek 51,13%'

N

M/S. CARABOATS, 66 Gloucester Road, Barnet, Herts. READING, BERKS. g

Corporal James Dawson BEM may
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Lieut-Col David McBain, who
rose from bandboy to become
the Army’s Director of Music.

A BATON
IN HIS
KNAPSACK

The Army has said farewell to one of its outstanding musicians
—Lieutenant-Colonel David McBain who served the last seven
of his 44 years in the Army as Chief Instructor and Director of
Music at the Royal Military School of Music, Kneller Hall.

David McBain joined up in 1917 as a bandboy in the 2nd Bat-
talion, The Royal Scots, and two years later, at the age of 18,
made his first acquaintance with Kneller Hall as a pupil.

His first real success in the world of military music came when,
in 1927, he was appointed Bandmaster of the 2nd Battalion, The
King’s Royal Rifle Corps. In 1938 he became Staff Bandmaster of
the Royal Artillery Mounted Band at Aldershot where, the
following year, he was the last mounted bandmaster to appear

at the Aldershot Tattoo.

In World War Two Lieutenant-Colonel
Officer) McBain led the Royal Artillery Mounted Band on
scores of tours and in 1941 conducted the farewell concert on
board the Prince of Wales before she sailed for the Far East and
was sunk. In February, 1945, the Band went to Holland and

. played in Arnhem the day after that town was captured.

In 1947 Warrant Officer McBain was commissioned and be-
came the first Director of Music of the Royal Artillery Mounted
Band. A few months later he was transferred to The Royal
Horse Guards and headed the only mounted band in the Coro-
nation Procession. He has three sons, all captains serving
with The Royal Scots, The Durham Light Infantry and The

Cameronians.

(then Warrant

G.S. Medals with different clasps:
Malaya, Near East, Far East, etc., Coronation EIIR 1951, New 1.G.S5., 1936 with
clasps 1936-7 or 1937-9 and old 1.G.S, Medals with different clasps are available

from us.

Palestine, S.E. Asia 1945-6, Palestine 1945-8,

Please write by AEROGRAMMES asking for our priced circular.
YOUSAF & CO., WELLINGTON MALL, LAHORE CANTT-13, PAKISTAN

WHY WORRY? YOU CAN
NOW REPLACE YOUR
LOST FULL SIZE MEDALS.

Original full size Medals and Cam-
paign Stars of WW II, Army and RAF

HALL PORTER

required at West Park Hospital, Epsom, Surrey. Duties include
operation of telephone switchboard.
42-hour week with extra payments for shift work, Sunday work and
overtime as required. Increase imminent. Write at once to the Group
Secretary, at the hospital, giving details of age, experience and the

names and addresses of two referees.

Basic rate of pay £10.6.8 for

Mearke < are ORDER /

IF you are a serving soldier,
Presidents of Reg
Chief Education Officer for re-sale terms.

. your canfeen.
enquire of their

u can bu.}' SOLDIER {mm
: T e 1d

more

letters

birthdays and that none can be eligible
for a 22 years service pension before
reaching that age. If correct then this
order should be given more publicity.
It had not been bmugh: to my notice
previously in 17 years’ service. It also
creates anomalies, such as a man of 18
or more who enlisted at the same time
or even later than I did, being able to
leave the Army on a full pension earlier
than I could.

It also means that I shall be on
the wr side of 40 when attempting
to establish myself in civilian life,
instead of being several months on the
right side—something which can and
does make quite a difference.—WO II
R. Best, The Life Guards, BFPO 15.
% The current rules for pension still
state that only service from the age of 18
years counts for pension (see Pension
Warrant 1961, Article 145).

MALE NURSES

It is time that the State Registered
male nurse was recognised in the
Army on the same level as the female
SRN.

Such -recognition has long been
accorded in civilian life. One would
have thought the British Army a better
opening for men but we qualified male
nurses do not find this so, and those who
may be interested in joining up are &ut
off by this prejudice. I feel sure that
male nursing officers would be of great
value to the Army Medical Services,

articularly in field ambulances, where
?cmale officers are not held on the

strength.—S. Armitage, 41 Seacroft
Gate, North Parkway, s, Yorks.
-HALLAMSHIRES

In your June issue (Letters) you told
how the Hallamshires, Territorials of
The York and Lancaster Regiment,
came into being.

It is interesting to note that in 1881
the Ellice Committee made various sug-
gestions regarding the affiliation of
regiments and their titles, most of which
were implemented and remained un-
altered until the amalgamations of 1959-
61. In the case of the 65th (2nd York-
shire, North Riding Regiment of Foot)
and the 84th (York and Lancaster

B
BIGGER GRATUITIES

Here is good news for officers of the
Royal Army Medical Corps and the
Royal Army Dental Corps.

In future they will receive a tax-
free gratuity of £1500 for three
years’ service on the active list and of
£3000 for five years. The new gratui-
ties will be paid to officers who enlist

on short-service commissions direct

from civil life and to National Service
officers who convert to short-service
commissions. Thus, for the first time
in the Army’s history dental officers
will receive the same pay, gratuities
and commissioriing grants as their
colleagues in the Royal Army Medical
Corps.

If you are a civilian, you may order SOLDIER at any
bookstall in the United Kingdom.

Those unable to obtain the magasine through the above
channels should fill in the order form below.

To Circulation Department,
SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London, N.7

Please send

beginning with the issue for the month of
(BLOCK
LETTERS
PLEASE)

U.K. Cheque or Postal Order value

copies of SOLDIER each month for ......... months

..................... is enclosed.

Cheques or P.O.s should be made payable to “Command Cashier’’ and

crossed “a/c SOLDIER.’’ SOLDIER costs 10s. 6d. for one year (12 copies)
including postage and packing. Stamps cannot be accepted.
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SERVICING
for your OWN
BUSINESS/HOBBY
@ by a new exciting no-maths-

system, using practical equipment
recently introduced to this country.

FREE Brochure from:—

RADIOSTRUCTOR

DEPT. G76, READING, BERKS.
(8-61) ‘

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

(See Page 29) >
The two pictures vary in the following
respects: 1. th-of aircraft; 2. Stripe
on goalkeeper’s left stocking; 3. Studs on
goalkeeper’s right boot; 4. Arms of
;pacmmr fourth from left; 5. Dog’s right
ore

leg. 6. Middle player’s right toe-
cap. 1. Left point of right player’s
collar. 8. Cap badge of %ur on left

of d¢¥ 9. Parting of middle player’s hair.
l;) op of stripe on middle player’s right
sleeve.

PRIZEWINNERS

There were only three all correct
entries to SOLDIER’s “How Much Do
You Know ?” quiz in May. They were:

1. Sgt M. Dunn, 5§ McNeill Road,
ill, Wilts.

2. Capt N. G. Welsh, 95 Hope
Road, Sale, Cheshire.
3. WO II G. Gladman, 35 Base

Wksp REME, Old Dalby.

The correct answers were: 1. Beaver.
2. All headgear. 3. West India Regiment.
4. (a) Ironside; (b) Marlborough; (c)
Alexander; (d) Montgomery. 5. Any
two battles, * Service ranks and a capital
city beginning with the letter A. 6.
France. The rest are monarchies. 7. If
the grate be empty put some coal on. If
the grate be full stop putting coal on.
8. (@) The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment;
(b) The Sherwood Foresters; (¢) The
Royal Highland Fusiliers; (d) The
Durham Light Infantry. 9. (@) T
{Thur:day); (b)Y (year); (¢) M (mile);
d) 28. 10. 11. (a)

Bernard Bresslaw.
Foch and Gort; (b) Faking, Oporto,
Cellar and Honest. 12. (a) and (k); (b)
and (h); (c) and (g); (d) and (I); (e) and
(#); (f) and (j).

Bt e n e R S

Regiment of Foot), the recommended
designation was The Hallamshire Regi-
ment (York and Lancaster). The
eventual decision was to adopt the sub-
title for the Regular battalions and to
style the Militia (later Territorial)
battalions as Hallamshire.—V. A.
Trapani, 134 Lexham Gardens,
London, W.8.

WHO OWNS IT?

The plaque illustrated in your May
issue has now been identified as a’
memento given to the winning team in
the Deluge Cup Competition (Associa-
tion Football) of the Shanghai Volun-
teer Corps, and is now in the Royal
Armoured Corps Tank Museum at

Bovington Cam?, Dorset.—Colonel
G. T. A. Armitage, RAC 1, War
Office.

SOCCER COACHES

The Football Association were so
impressed with our three-week course
syllabus for the Army’s new soccer
coaching scheme (SOLDIER, July)
that they are using it as a basis for a
four-week course at Loughborough next
year for six managers, six coaches and
two trainers.

We had a great deal of hel& from
England’s former captain, Billy Wright,
who coached the preliminary award
students in the art of a retreating defence
and the full award students in a coached
game. The full award examination was
conducted by the Portsmouth manager,
Mr. George Smith, who said that he
had never attended a course with such
a high standard of coaching ability—
and he wasn’t being just diplomatic.—
Cngk J. L. McEleny, Army School
of Physical Training, Aldershot.

RED FOXES
Many old “Red Foxes” may not
know of the existence of the 5th Army
(1916-1918) Old Comrades’ Associa-
tion. As its new Hon. Secretary I shall
be glad to hear from any old member.—

Capt. N. A. Welton, TD, 58 Wolseley
Road, London, N.8.
JUBILEE

This year we celebrate the 50th

annive of the formation of this
unit and I am trying to trace all past
members. Would any ex-cadet of the

unit please contact me ?—D. J. Embury,
‘A’ _F‘.‘(Newtnn Abbot), 4th (Cadet)
Bn., e Devonshire Regt., Drill
Hall, Newton Abbot, Devon.
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UNITY SERVICES ASSURANCE AGENCY LTD

Representing BRANDARIS and other leading Insurance Companies

THE SERVICEMEN’S BROKERS

We Offer:

Competitive rates and efficient service for MOTOR
INSURANCE. Policies transferable from one
country to another. Prompt Claims Service any-
where—generous No Claim Bonus at home and

overseas.
We can arrange Purchase Tax Indemnity at
favourable rates.

Consult us also regarding Baggage, Compre-
hensive cover for house contents. In fact, all your
Insurance requirements.

For proposal forms and quotations by airmail

Write or phone:

UNITY SERVICES ASSURANCE AGENCY LTD
Stafford House, Norfolk Street,

London, W.C.2
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