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COVER - SSgt Tony Masters
takes aim during the Army Clay
Pigeon Shooting Association’s
first Inter-Services competition.
See story in Page 48. (Picture: Mike
perring). Inset: World champions.
The Army rifle team celebrates
in the USA. See Page 9.
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Welsh Guardsmen from Support Company, Milan Platoon prepare to fight a fire at a derelict school in

Army fireman

Edge!l

averts tanker
fire disaster

A WELSH Guardsman has been put forward for an award after averting dis-
aster by driving a petrol tanker away from a dangerous fire he and his col-
leagues were tackling while providing emergency cover during industrial
action by Fire Services on Merseyside.

Gdsm Lee Rogers was a
member of one of three Green
Goddess crews called to fight a
huge blaze in a warchouse in
Bootle. When the fire-fighting
guardsmen arrived, 50-gallon
oil and paint drums were
exploding amid stacks of burn-
ing pallets, sending sheets of
fire over a wide area. Flames
were reaching 150ft into the air.

Gdsm Rogers, a member of
the MT Platoon, immediately
climbed into the tanker and
drove it to safety.

He did not know at the time
if the tanker was full or empty,
but all involved in the incident
were acutely aware of the risk
and the additional danger
posed by gas cylinders in an
adjoining garage. It transpired

@ After practising high-intensity
warfare on Salisbury Plain during
Exercise First Crusade, 1 (Mecha-

nised) Brigade may have a
humanitarian role to play in

that the tanker was, in fact, full.
Divisional Fire Officer Peter
Uttley told Soldier there was
real danger of flames reaching
the vehicle. One stack of pallets
had already collapsed and he
feared others would also go.
“The guardsmen bring credit
to their regiment and the Army,”
he said. “It is possibly what the
Army would expect of Gdsm
Rogers, but I believe his actions
were above and beyond what I
considered to be his duty.”
The incident took place
during one of several stints by
soldiers of the 1st Battalion,
Welsh Guards covering for fire-
men taking part in a fourth 24-
hour stoppage over job losses
and annual leave.
(Pictures, details in next issue)

former Yugoslavia. Full story and
colour photographs — Pages 25~
27.

® Armed Forces honours and
awards — Page 29.

Bramley
-all clear -

OPERATION Cornelius, the
Army’s search for First World
War chemical weapons buried
on the Bramley Training Area in
Hampshire, has been complet-
ed a month ahead of schedule.

Sappers from 49 Field
Squadron, 33 Engineer Regi-
ment (EOD) at Wimbish began
a survey and clearance opera-
tion on the site of the former
ammunition depot in May.

The 250 rounds of ammuni-
tion recovered during the opera-
tion suspected of containing
chemical agents have been
sent to Porton Down for analy-
sis and destruction.

Also uncovered were 1,500
rounds of conventional ammu-
nition — ranging from 9.2-in
naval shells to boxes of fuse
components —and 5,000 smoke
screen pots buried at the end of
the First World War.

Picture: Mike Perring
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Larkhill
gunners
stand by
for Igman

LARKHILI -based gunners of
the Allied Command Europe
(ACE) Mobile Force have
been training for possible
deployment to Bosnia, where
they would take over from 19
Regiment RA based on Mount
Igman and at Gornji Vakuf.

The 400 soldiers are drawn
from 19 Regiment’s HQ 156
Battery and 19/5 (Gibraltar
1779-83) Battery, and 8
(Alma) Commando Battery of
29 Commando Regiment RA.

In Bosnia, UN vehicles now
have an improved main supply
route since Route Gull was
opened. The road, from Doni
Vakuf to Turbe, passes through
territory once held by the
Bosnian Serbs. A bridge had to
be built at Komar by sappers
from 5 Field Squadron, 38
Engineer Regiment, which has
taken over as BRITENGBAT.

It is now possible for aid and
military vehicles to drive on a
metalled road all the way from
the port of Split to Vitez in cen-
tral Bosnia.

Snow arrived earlier than
expected and Royal Engineers
have begun a clearance opera-
tion in the mountains on the
infamous Route Triangle, still
used by some military vehicles.

Remembrance services were
attended on Mount Igman by
soldiers from 19 Regt RA, the
Light Infantry and the RAMC,
a Dutch mortar battery, and
French Foreign Legion troops,
and at Mostar by British and
French troops serving with the
Multinational Brigade HQ .

As Soldier went to press, it
was revealed that a platoon
from 1st Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers had
established a base in Bihac in
the north-west of Bosnia. The
town had been under seige by
BSA forces for many months.

@ Territorial Army and Reg-
ular Army reservists are to be
given the opportunity to serve
in Bosnia with the NATO
Peace Implementation Force.

Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames said 350 vol-
unteers would be called for,
mainly linguists, meteorolo-
gists, intelligence and public
relations officers.

NEWSI.II\IE

Sgt Richie Butler enjoys a welcome-home hug from six-year-old son

Matthew on the return of 662 Squadron AAC to Wattisham from Ploce.
The squadron flew back from former Yugoslavia with the rest of 3
Regiment AAC on completing a three-month deployment in support
of 24 Airmobile Brigade and the Allied Rapid Reaction Force

Green Line troops hurt

T'WELVE British soldiers have
been injured by stone-throw-
ing demonstrators during three
days of disturbances on the
United Nations’ Green Line in
Cyprus.

A spokesman for the UN
Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP)
said injuries included a broken
nose and a cracked wrist.

UNFICYP Chief of Staff

Maj David Maitland-Makgill-
Crichton, Hldrs, said troops
from 29 Commando Regiment
RA were “in fine fertle and
showing remarkable restraint.”

The United Nations is seek-
ing the release of a Greek
Cypriot National Guard sol-
dier whose detention by
authorities in the North
sparked the riots.

)
o

Larkhill-based ACE Mobile Force gunners in training on Salisbury Plain. They may deploy

ure: Angus Beaton
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Sennybridge
unveils new
battle ranges

ENHANCED range warden
facilities and battle shooting
ranges have been opened at
Sennybridge Army  Field
Training Centre.

Early completion of the pro-
ject meant that training facili-
ties became available more
quickly than anticipated, with
4,000 troops using the new
battle ranges and trench sys-
tems during the first month:

Col Finlay Macl.ean, HQ
Land, opened the facilities
when he visited the new
demonstration area with MoD
personnel and representatives
from builders Taylor Woodrow.

Homosexual
appeal fails

AN APPEAL by four former
Service personnel discharged
for being homosexual has been
rejected. The Master of the
Rolls, Sir Thomas Bingham,
said their claim that the ban-
ning of homosexuality in the
Armed Forces was irrational
could not be substantiated. He
also refused leave to appeal to
the House of Lords.

An MOD study on homosex-
uality in the Forces, drawing on
experience of other countries,
will be made available to the
Select Committee on the
Armed Forces Bill to be put
before Parliament next year.

5
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MORE THAN 500 written respons-
es have been received by the Min-
istry of Defence to its draft
Reserve Forces Bill.

Armed Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames said in a written reply that
the great majority of responses
were supportive of the proposals.

A revised Bill taking account of
many useful detailed observations
would be introduced as soon as
possible, he said.

iy s

As part of the Front Line First ini-
tiative, the MoD is considering the
market-testing of its freight distrib-
ution service, which includes the
transportation of weapons and
ammunitions except in forward
operating areas.

Answering a written question by
Shadow Defence Secretary David
Clark, the Armed Forces Minister
said contractors were being invited
to bid against existing military

organisations. “Pri-
vate companies and
manufacturers
themselves already
move ammunition
and explosives on a
regular basis,” he

said. A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

“Safety and secu-
rity will be para-
mount considerations in the
proposed market test.”

E e

An announcement about an
order for field ambulances is
expected to be made by early
1996.

E Sl S E

A preliminary study is being
made into the possibility of giving
defence agency status to the
Army’s pay and personnel admin-
istration.

if the change goes ahead,
organisations to be considered for

Reserves Bill: 500 have their say

inclusion will be the
Army  Personnel
Centre, which now
also  administers
pensions and will
be fully formed in
Glasgow by mid-
1997, and a sub-
stantial part of the
Adjutant General’s
Information Centre at Worthy
Down, Winchester.

It was announced two years ago
that the pay and personnel func-
tions were being considered for
the status.

LR IRTHIHA

- O

A modification programme to
render the MoD's Renault
Broughton RB44 heavy utility
trucks roadworthy was started in
October.

About 50 vehicles are being
modified each week and by Octo-
ber 30, 136 vehicles had been

made roadworthy, said Defence
Procurement Minister James
Arbuthnot.
A R
There are no plans to disband,
merge, or move any Territorial
Army units in Northern Ireland in
the next three years, it was stated
in reply to a written question.
o
Between January 1, 1992 and
January 1, 1995, 116 soldiers
were killed on duty. In the same
period 7,917 soldiers were injured,
it was stated in a written reply.
The figures include all major
and minor injuries requiring med-
ical treatment which occurred
during exercises, training and
sport.
& PN
Medical staff serving in the
Army, other than doctors and con-
suttants, total 2,942, including 421
officers.

Gulf iliness response

iInadeq

ARMED Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames has described
as “unhelpful and disappoint-
ing” a Commons Defence
Committee report critical of the
Ministry of Defence for what it
describes as a “hopelessly inad-
equate” response to evidence of
serious illness among several
hundred British Servicemen
and women who served in the
Gulf War.

The all-party committee says
it was appalled by the MoD’s
reluctance to investigate the
Gulf War syndrome and called
for an inquiry into possible
causes.

Although their report was
unable to conclude that the syn-
drome existed, MPs described
the MoD as “parsimonious,
cavalier and insensitive” in its
handling of veterans suffering
from a range of ailments
claimed to be caused by service
in the Gulf.

It drew attention to the sharp
contrast between the “compas-
sion” shown by the United
States government for its own
sick troops, and the “scepti-
cism, defensiveness and general
torpor” shown by the MoD.

In America, where up to
30,000 troops have complained
of chronic illness, £30 million
had been spent by the adminis-

tration on research and treat-
ment.

The report criticises the
MoD’s failure to obtain a
licence for the use of nerve
agent pre-treatment sets
{(NAPS) containing pyridostig-
mine bromide until two years
after the end of the war.

It also urges improvements to
training in biological warfare
protection and emphasises that
vaccinations should have been
staggered in the Gulf to reduce
the incidence of short-term
side-effects.

Mr Soames said: “Everything
that could be done for the veter-
ans was already being done. We
retain an open mind on this
issue and we are certainly not
complacent.

“We are anxious for the
health of our Servicemen and
women and we will continue to
provide first-class care and
attention for them.

“We know now the scale of
Saddam Hussein’s chemical
and biological weapons pro-
gramme. What would have
happened if we had not provid-
ed this protection for our sol-
diers, sailors and airmen?”

The Ministry of Defence has
two months in which to prepare
a written response to the report,
said a MoD spokesman.

uate’ — MPs

COALITION forces suffered
the loss of 223 personnel
killed in action in the Gulf
| War. No reliable figures are
available for Iraqi casualties.
- Parliamentary answer.

ATTENTION ALL
SOLDIERS!

Any unit that has not received a 1994 copy please
contact Capt Roche, Camberley mil (726) 2727

Have you seen
this video?

If not, ask
your officer
commanding

ARMY VIDEO
DIARY 1995
OUT SOON!
ASK TO SEE IT!




As he closed the door behind him
and stepped into the street, the bomb
exploded. We collected him after his
discharge from hospital.

A bomb can do a lot of damage in
a narrow Belfast street where danger
was a way of life for over 25 years.

We now look after him in our
residential home. He will never leave it because of his fear of the outsnde
His brain connects the outside with pain, terror and danger. He can now only
look at the outside world from the safety of four walls.

The Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society has nearly 4,000 ex-Service men
and women to look after and there are mare still on the waiting list.

Please do help. We have need of every penny urgently.

»

They tried to give more than they could.
Please give as much as you can.

Toprotect thase concerned. ihisis an amalgam of several such case fistones of patients i gur care.
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depicting every Regular Regiment and
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the history of the British Army which has now passed.
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Send your order with payment to:
Geoff White Ltd, 19 Rushmoor Lane, Backwell,
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Military Livery and Civilian Tailors

Our Representative will call at your
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Rifle team
returns
with world
honours

BRITISH Army marksmen
became world champions when
they shot their way to victory at
the international Service rifle
team competition held in
Arkansas.

The blue riband event of the
US Armed Forces skill-at-arms
meeting held at the US Nation-
al Guard Marksmanship Train-
ing Centre was the culmination
of a series of rifle matches.

The ten-man British Regular
Army team beat off the best
from the Australian, Canadian,
German, Italian, US and South
African forces, and the Territo-
rial Army and Royal Air Force
Volunteer Reserve.

Team captain and Army Rifie
Association secretary Lt Col
Paddy Chambers said: “We
were 20 points behind going
into the last event but we hauled
back points on every detail,
ending four ahead of the TA
Rifle Association’s A team and
the US National Guard.

The accuracy of the soldiers
and their standard-issue SA 80
weapons  was  particularly
impressive as they had to use
US ammunition, less accurate
when fired in non-US rifles.

Maj Alwyn Mclean, 4 R
Irish, led the team to victory in
other events, including the close
quarter battle match.

A pistol team, headed by Lt
Col Richard Hoole, R Signals,
was less successful, although
W02 (QMSI) Tony Reece,
SASC, from ITC Wales, did
win a match and the overall per-
formance was encouraging.
The team, chosen and trained
for the pistol events rather than
drawn from the rifle squad, fin-
ished ahead of other British and
foreign entries for the first time.

Brig Paul Evans, Commander Royal Logistic
Corps Training Group and Deepcut Garrison, dis-
cusses the print-out of scores with new recruit
Christian Warmsley, who was among the first to
use the Automatic Marking System (AMS), formal-

2 =
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A Challenger tank from th

Queen’s Royal Lancers reaches
the bank of the Weser at Minden
during a demonstration by
Hameln-based 28 Engineer
Regiment. As part of Exercise
Neptune's Endeavour, the sap-
pers showed techniques for
getting heavy armour across
using a floating bridge and, for
almost the final time, the ageing
M2 ferry. Scimitars from the

Light Dragoons, usually based
in Hohne, also acted as the
“cargo”.

During the four-week exer-
cise, the unit travelled hun-
dreds of miles, bridging at
seven different sites and com-
pleting more than 250 ferry
crossings with the M2, which is
due to be replaced next year by
the new M3 bridging and ferry-
ing equipment.

Amphibians go through paces

A DEMONSTRATION of
ferrying operations and a
“super quick build” bridge was
put on by 23 Amphibious
Engineer Squadron as part of
Exercise Neptune’s Quest in
Germany.

Sponsored by 28 Engineer
Regiment, the exercise without
troops was part of a Herford
Garrison training and educa-

tion scheme for junior officers.
The students also watched a
combat  engineer  tractor
demonstrate its amphibious
capability and saw the M2D
rig — operated in Germany only
by 23 Sgn — in action.

After crossing the Weser in
Mk5 assault boats, the stu-
dents watched a ferry being
constructed by 23 Sgn’s Train-

ing Troop and a flotilla of M2
rigs rapidly put together a
complete bridge.

@ More than 70 old com-
rades and wives from the
German 74 Infantry Regiment
were greeted by Lt Col Mungo
Melvin, CO 28 Engr Regt,
when they held their annual
reunion and visited Bindon
Barracks, Hameln.

ly opened at Pirbright ranges. AMS is an electron-
ic means of showing firers where they have hit or
missed a target without them having to move from
the firing point and without the need to employ
markers in the butts.

Plcture: Sgt Dave Bridges

What the papers have been saying

DSS officials are to cost proposals
to force all councils to disregard
war pensions when assessing
housing and council tax benefits.
The review of benefit rules is an
attempt to relieve the plight of
Britain’s poorest old soldiers and
war widows, — Daily Telegraph

1 Rail bosses are paying the
Army to guard 300 railway car-
riages lying idle at CAD Kineton
and BAD Longmarston — Daily
Mirror

1 Defence officials are expect-
ed to give the go-ahead to the
Home Secretary’s plan to send
young thugs to the Military Correc-
tive Training Centre, Colchester. —
Daily Express

1 A Gurkha has been accepted
into the SAS for the first time. —
Sunday Times

1 Military museums face a
battle for survival in the next round
of Defence cuts. - Daily Mail

A Thanks to a 300-year-old
Royal charter, soldiers of the Blues
and Royals can have free burgers
at a former pub in Hounslow, pro-
vided they are on horseback. The
charter was imposed on the former
Travellers Friend pub, now a
McDonald’s, during the reign of
Charles lI. - Sun

A Under plans to reverse the
manpower shortage, the junior lead-
ers’ scheme ended in 1992 will be
revived. — Daily Telegraph

)

Picture: Terry Champion
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Although LCpl Dawn Gibson, 2 RWW, was unlucky in
her attempt to get to the Falklands with the TA, she found
a ten-month posting to British Army Training Unit Suffield
(BATUS) in Canada a good alternative. There, she was
driver to a member of the safety/control staff and attend-
ed the Bear Dawn adventurous training expedition.

before when he was
issuing protective cloth-
ing to Clir Don Jaques,
Mayor of Nuneaton, who
was visiting 5th (War-
wickshire) Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers, during its
annual camp at Otter-
burn. It transpired that
Don was was a teacher
at the school which John
leftin 1971 to enlist as a
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Regular with the
Fusiliers.

Also involved at BATUS was Capt Guy Woodall of 3 Armoured Engineering Squadron, who
Ry confesses to failing in one mission in Canada. He walked three miles across the prairie to cel-
= ebrate his brother William’s birthday, only to find that he had gone to a briefing in his capaci-

Squadron

ty as troop leader with 1 RTR's A

Commodore Sandy Backus, Commander British
Forces Falkland Islands, hands over a certificate of
merit to Cpl Anthony Atkinson, 59 Independent

Commando Squadron, Royal Engineers. Employed with the Field Squadron

Repair of Airfield Operating Strips Troop while in the Falklands, he successfully
commanded the plant on airfield damage repair tasks, and maintained vehicles and

equipment, a job normally carried out by a senior NCO.
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Lancers’
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Bill Griffiths of the Rainbow
House Children’s Hospice,
Walsall, is Sgt Adrian
Turner, Queen’s Royal
Lancers. Bill acted as co-
ordinator when QRL soldiers
raised more than £3,000 for
the hospice during their six-
month UN tour in Cyprus.
Fund-raising events includ-
ed a “fishathon”, and Adrian
even managed to sell a
woolly hat to the UN Chief of
Mission, no mean featin a
temperature of 36C.

Gladly
handing
over a

The Rev Robin Lavery has
attended his final camp as a TA
padre, in central France.
During his 25 years with the
40th (Ulster) Signal Regiment
(Volunteers), Robin served
with three Honorary Colonels
and 11 of the 12 commanding
officers 40 Signals has had
since its formation in the mid-
1960s. He is also one of the
few TA padres to have two bars
on his Territorial medal, one for
12 years and the other for 18.

“““

r““

CSgt Kev Dowling of The Princess of Wales's
Royal Regiment (left) and Cpl Andy Seager, who
transferred last year to the AGC from the Light
Infantry, have both served 36 months of com-
bined operational tours. To mark the achievement
the pair, based at Gutersléh with HQ Combat Ser-

vice Support Group (Germany), were presented
with the Accumulated Service Medal by Lt Gen

Hew Pike, Deputy C-in-C Land.




BRITISH soldiers in Bosnia
worked and slept more sound-
ly thanks to sappers serving
with the British Engineer Bat-
talion (BRITENGBAT).

When troops on duty with
the United Nations Protection
Force (UNPROFOR) came
under increasing threat of
attack by warring factions, the
sappers moved swiftly to
strengthen defensive positions
and build hardened shelters.

Engineers deployed on
Operation Grapple 6 have just
completed their tour of duty in
the United Nations’ Sector
South West.

Drawn from Nienburg-
based 21 Engineer Regiment,
the group built bridges, con-
structed camps, and main-
tained roads and tracks across
central Bosnia.

“Part-way through out tour
we had to take on considerably
more responsibilities than we
had originally planned for,”
said the regiment’s 2iC, Maj
Philip Naylor.

“Our 1st and 4th Field
Squadrons and 7 HQ
Squadron found themselves
spread across the region, from
Split to Tomislavgrad and at
Gornji Vakuf, Vitez and the
Maglaj finger. We also sup-
ported the Multinational
Brigade when that deployed.”

As the threat of attack
heightened, priority was given
to providing protection for
UNPROFOR troops.

The sappers constructed
extra COLPRO - collective
protection — shelters, strength-
ened sangars at the entrances
of British bases, and put up
“cover from view” fences.

Meanwhile, the regiment
continued its programme of
renovation work at military
bases and organised power,
sanitation and water supplies.

BRITENGBAT also had to
construct, repair and maintain
main supply routes used by
UNFPROFOR and UNHCR.

“It’s a bit like painting the
Forth Bridge,” said Maj Naylor,
“once you reach one end, it’s
time to start at the other.”

SSgt Brian van Cempenhout
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Sprs Des Clulow and Wayne Bye from Wimbish-based 33 Engineer Regim

ent (EOD) encounter a strange-

looking United Nations vehicle. The Wolf is designed to withstand a mine explosion. Its double-skinned
body is filled with water to deaden the shock wave, while the angled hull deflects the effect of blast

WO2 Chris Christie visits the m

onument built by Royal Engineers in

memory of Spr Barry Nicholas near Gornji Vakuf. A passing priest
says a prayer before blessing the location

was a member of 1 Field
Squadron’s plant troop based
at Gornji Vakuf. He and his
soldiers worked with civilian
contractors on a stretch of road
dubbed the Road of Peace.

“We prepared the base and
the civilians laid an asphalt sur-
face on top,” he said.

The squadron’s military

plant foreman, SSgt Taff Best,
earned himself the nickname
“Blaster” after leading several
road-widening operations.
“My team drilled holes in
the rocks and I packed them
with explosives. We also blast-
ed in two local quarries in
exchange for a supply of grit.”
Bosnia has a harsh winter

environment and the grit will
be used to provide grip on ice-
packed mountain roads.

The 600-strong engineer
group included several
attached units.

Equipped with bridgelayers
and AVREs, sappers from 6
Troop, 31 Armoured Engineer
Squadron hardened shelters at
Maglaj and Mount Igman
before transferring for duties
with Task Force Alpha.

Technical expertise was pro-
vided by 519 Specialist Team
Royal Engineers from Chilwell
which deployed a design cell to
produce plans for bridge and
base constructions.

Other teams in theatre
include 522 STRE and 516
STRE, which administered
bulk fuel installation at Ploce
Dockyard Camp. Another spe-
cialist team - 521 - has been
drilling wells to provide water
at several bases.

A detachment of bomb dis-
posal experts from 21 Field
Squadron of 33 Engineer Reg-
iment (EOD) remains in the-
atre to provide a quick reaction
team if troops or vehicles stray
into minefields. Their job

: Ll . o -t
Cpl “H” Henderson (front) and his troop of Royal Engineers have been carrying out repairs to a mine-dam-

aged bridge on Route Square between Prozor and Jablanica. Behind him (left to right) are Sprs Nick Andre,
Ginge Peters, Dave Welsh and Smooch Liddle. The sappers, commanded by Lt Tom Clarke, placed a tem-
porary Mabey Johnson girder bridge over the unsafe structure so that vehicles could go on using the road

;Eignesu% los il Report: Laurie Manton f‘l)r L:N. agie::t’.es’
Rl Pictures: Mike Weston [t
lost both his legs the danger points

would be to clear a safe route
through the minefield so that
casualties and wvehicles could
be extracted.

The bomb disposal sappers
have been taking the message
of mine awareness to UN mili-
tary and civilian agencies.
They have also held classes for
Bosnian children who were at
risk from unexploded ord-
nance and thousands of anti-
personnel mines which litter
the country.

The importance of their
lessons was brought sharply
into focus because several chil-
dren have been killed or
maimed after finding and pick-

after setting fire
to an unexploded rocket.

The EOD detachment has
been involved in monitoring
the marking and clearance of
minefields, offering advice to
BiH and HVO troops who
were “persuaded” to point out
and remove their own mine-
fields.

Only if UN personnel are at
risk in minefields do the British
sappers intervene personally.

Information gathered on the
ground by the engineers is
used to make detailed maps

and areas that
have been made safe.

One of the regiment’s final
duties was to renovate four
memorials to British soldiers
killed in the region. A mason in
Split cut the stones and plinths
and Resources Troop in Split
constructed the wooden fences
which now protect the sites.

Cpl Mick Dennis and C Sec-
tion of 1 Troop, lst Field
Squadron RE laid the memor-
ial stones, put up the fencing
and laid a surround of gravel.
BiH and HVO soldiers helped

e —

SSgt Taff “Blaster” Best checks
the surface of the “Road of
Peace” near Gornji Vakuf
before asphalt is laid. During
Op Grapple 6, sappers main-
tained more than 140km of main
supply routes, hauled 40,000
square metres of stone and
supplied more than 2.3 million
litres of water

e d N8R o5 i

LCp! Neil Charlton watches as
LCpl Sammy Parker guides a log
into position. The two sappers
from 31 Armoured Engineer
Squadron helped construct
shelters on Mount Igman

by cutting back the grass and
planting flowers.

The memorials are in
memory of Cpl Barney War-
burton and Spr Barry
Nicholas, both of 33 Engineer
Regiment (EOD), Capt Steven
Wormald of The Royal
Anglian Regiment, and LCpl
Wayne Edwards of The Royal
Welch Fusiliers.

A day after the work had
been done, the memorial was
slightly damaged in an acci-
dent involving a civilian vehi-
cle.

But the site was quickly
restored by Sprs Ginge Hellen
and Geordie Dafter.
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Report and pictures: Laurie Manton

There's gold
of the Camb

FOUR teams struck gold in
this year’s Cambrian Patrol, the
British Army’s premier
patrolling competition.

Top honours went to the 5th
Battalion, The Royal Irish Reg-
iment; 48 Squadron, RAF Reg-
iment; Bristol University
Officer Training Corps
and a team of Alpini sol-
diers from the Italian Julia
Brigade.

Ten teams received cer-
tificates of merit, and 38
bronze and 25 silver
medals were awarded.

The event is based on a
long-range reconnaissance
patrol, operating within a
tactical setting in which
teams’ performances are
monitored.

This year’s exercise,
based on a conventional
United Nations patrol in
Bosnia, took place over a
ten-day period on the Sen-
nybridge Training Area in
Wales. Troops were put
through their paces on
some of the wildest and
most beautiful terrain in
the Cambrian Mountains.

Patrols had to break
their mission to investigate
and assist at a suspected
civilian atrocity site and
give first aid to casualties.

14

They also had to establish an
observation post and conduct a
close target reconnaissance
(CTR) in Radnor Forest, iden-
tifying units, dispositions and
vehicles.

The recovery stage was dif-

L id

ferent for Regular and TA
units. Regular patrols were
lifted by Sea King helicopters
and put down as a quick reac-
tion force to investigate enemy
infiltration, conducting a with-
drawal in contact, while TA

Setting his sights high: This determined young soldier from the 4th/5th Battal-
ion, The Royal Irish Rangers aimed to get an award from the Cambrian Patrol,
the British Army’s premier patrolling event

soldiers were picked up by

vehicle before carrying out an

ambush at a suspected arms

cache. Later, all the patrols
were confronted by media
men keen to learn about
their recent operations.
Individual soldiers were
harrassed by persistent
reporters, TV camera
crews and photographers
trying to extract informa-
tion. The media teams
were portrayed by officers
from the TA Pool of
Public Information Offi-
cers who work in the world
of television and newspa-
pers.

The Cambrian Patrol
places great emphasis on
leadership and team spirit
and is renowned for the
physical and mental
demands it makes.

Each patrol completing
the course is assessed on
points and awarded a cer-
tificate or medal on merit.

The challenge attracted
more than 100 entries
from Regular and Reserve
teams from all over
Britain, as well as Ameri-
ca, Italy, Canada and the

Netherlands. Soldiers taking
part carried loads of at least
70lb across 100km of rugged
countryside. The event was
supported by 160 (Wales)
Brigade and many Regular and
Territorial Army units. Royal

Navy helicopters were also
used.

The patrol competition is the
successor to the old Cambrian
March and associated patrol
competition which began in the
early 1970s as a long-distance

Above - Best foot forward. A patrol from the 5th Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers moves forward to the start point of the final

phase of the Cambrian Patrol

Left — A Cambrian patroller grabs rations to be shared with his team

Below — Leaving nothing to chance, Pte Rory Russell and Cpl Colin
Johnson of 3 DWR check the route during the final phase of the patrol

trek for Welsh Territorial Army
units.

In those days it began on the
west coast of Wales and ended
with a shoot on Sennybridge.
Over the years, the level of
entries increased and military

skills tests were introduced. Two
separate competitions emerged,
one for Regular units, the other
for the TA. In 1987 the compet-
itive nature of the event was
dropped and the event was re-
titled the Cambrian Patrol.

15




w02 Billy MacDonald
grinned as his Land Rover
bucked across the prairie.

Standing on the passenger
seat and bracing himself
against the cushioned rim of
the hatch cut in the vehicle’s
roof, he ignored the violent
motion, contentedly puffing
his pipe, the gleam of battle in
his eye.

He was in the middle of a
company of armoured infantry
bearing down on its enemy,
and he was exultant.

“This year’s Medicine Man
exercises are the best thing that
has happened to the British
Army in years,” he said. “It is
great to see. I watch our sol-
diers moving up the gullies,
stalking and taking out Chal-
lenger. Incredible.”

A former instructor at
Brecon, WO2 MacDonald of
The Highlanders was an
observer/controller during the
Medicine Man exercises at the
British Army Training Unit
Suffield (BATUS).

This year, opposing forces
(OPFOR) were introduced to
confront the six battle groups
being exercised, and all were
using Tactical Engagement
Simulation equipment (TES).

With TES equipment and
computers to establish who
killed whom and which side
“won”, the exercise bartlefield
was at last realistic.

Computer print-outs  of
engagements and photographs
of formations’ positions on a
huge map brooked little argu-
ment at an after-action review
following each “Mission”.

WO2 MacDonald consid-
ered the OPFOR as probably
the best trained unit in the
Army. Its tactics and forma-
tions were designed to test
battle groups to the utmost.
Based on former Soviet and
new British doctrine, OPFOR
relied on speed of reaction and
a clear understanding of com-
manders’ intentions.

Almost without exception, it
achieved its missions.

Two tank companies were
available to OPFOR, each
equipped with ten Salaman-
ders — Scorpions with plastic
drainpipes over their 76mm
16
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guns and dummy rear fuel
drums to simulate the powerful
T 80s. An infantry company
had ten Sturgeons — Spartans
modified as BMP 2s but carry-
ing only four infantrymen.

Direct Fire Weapons Effect
Simulation computers showed
the appropriate armour and
characteristics when viewed
through a gun sight.

OPFOR infantry were gen-
erally taken from the previous
battle group’s infantry, so were
familiar with terrain and tac-
tics.

If necessary, “dead” vehicles
could be regenerated and
return to the fray as second
echelon tank company. It was
rarely necessary, however,
because OPFOR generally
sliced through its enemy
embarrassingly quickly.

Before setting off on mis-
sions, subalterns and senior
NCOs bubbled with adrena-
line. They had experience
drawn from five previous exer-
cises, knew the ground and
their vehicles, and were confi-

Why OPFOR is unbeatable . . . almost

The best thing thats happened
to the Army for years

dent of success. They also
knew they had “lost” only one
mission, a night attack in
which the battle group benefit-
ed from the Challenger’s Ther-
mal Observation and Gunnery
System (TOGS).

CSgt Steve Hall, until
recently an instructor at
Brecon, had had to adapt to
the pace of battle as 2iC of
OPFOR’s infantry increment
from the 1st Barttalion, The
Green Howards.

He finished instructing in
March and found many
lessons he taught did not apply
in an OPFOR context. “We
launch straight into attacks
with the minimum prepara-
tion,” he said.

Speed and flexibility charac-
terised the OPFOR approach,
said Capt Jeremy Baldwin,
engineer commander: “Once
you are in the battle it is every
man for himself. Vehicle com-
manders earn their pay as they
hunt out tanks and Warriors
and destroy them.”

He said there was no point in
having a set plan, because it
never survived the first contact
with the enemy. “It is a case of

A

e = D

Sgt John Kmnelly (left) and his OPFOR crew take tea and toast

W02 Billy MacDonald trans-
fers data to his laptop

hit them and hit them hard,”
said Capt Baldwin. “It is par-
tially based on Soviet shock
action and it certainly works
because the battle groups are
very much in set formations
and set pieces.”

Capt Baldwin recalled that
in a previous Medicine Man,
the Queens Dragoon Guards
and 2nd Battalion, The Light
Infantry put up a great fight
because they were unconven-
tional.

“A company commander
shouted ‘Company charge’
over the radio net and 14 War-
riors leapt at us. It was rather
untidy but it was a swift move-
ment and caught us on the hop
for a while.”

Commanders soon appreci-
ated that engineering assets
were vital and to be protected
at all costs. On previous exer-
cises, lip service was paid to the
sappers, but at BATUS a mis-
sion could fail because engi-
neering resources were
destroyed.

The secret of OPFOR suc-
cess lay in its rapid reactions
and lightning thrusts hidden
by folds of the prairie. It also
had an inherent advantage
because commanders had
honed their tactics over previ-
ous exercises.

“We don’t hang around,”
said Capt Ben Amponsah, 2iC
of the OPFOR Infantry Com-
pany, “If the CO comes up
with something we’ll just go off

OPFOR and 2 RTR commander Lt Col Nigel Aylwin-Foster, with Salamander and Sturgeon

and do it.” One trick was to use
slave order cards sparingly
because of the time it took to
decode them. Instead, they
used their own brevity code
with quick references for
salient features.

“While the battle group is
waiting for orders or decoding
them, we attack them,” said
one troop sergeant.

Another key to success was
close co-operation between the
tankies and infantry.

“We have a really good rela-
tionship. They do their stuff
and leave us to sort out the vehi-
cle tactics,” said Capt Ampon-
sah. It was a new ball game for
the tankies, who had to learn to
take care of infantry, organise
extra rations, water and their

own driving so that there were
no internal casualties.

The company commander
(Maj Bob Gamble), vehicle
commanders, drivers and gun-
ners were provided by 2 RTR.

Capt Iain Macdonald, OC
of the infantry increment of 60
Green Howards, felt dedicated
crews were the way forward,
with the infantry more like

An OPFOR Salamander

panzer grenadiers. As OC
recce for the Green Howards,
Capt Macdonald was interest-
ed to see how OPFOR’s strong
combat recce, with two tanks,
was often able to “kill” the
battle group’s recce assets.

“Unless the battle group has
a commander who is prepared
to go against the grain doctri-
nally, I don’t think the battle
group will win,” he said.

The new-look Medicine
Man exercises were a wonder-
ful way to start his command
of 2 RTR, said Lt Col Nigel
Aylwin-Foster. He joined the
regiment on August 1 and
took over OPFOR two days
later.

“I love Soltau dearly but it is
impossible to manoeuvre with
the freedom we have here.

“Without doubt it is the
most effective training any-
body could possibly want. It is
early days and there are modi-
fications and developments

® Turn to next page
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When winning is less Ii
han learning

TRY telling a squaddie he is
not fighting to win and he will
wonder if you are reading a dif-
ferent training manual.

But staff at BATUS are hap-
pier that a battle group com-
mander should “lose” every

battle and learn, than “win”
and not learn.

This concept is impressed
upon soldiers who arrive to
train in the Medicine Man
series of exercises in Canada.

Winning or losing was not
important, but achieving the
training objective was vital,
said BATUS commander Col
Nick Seymour, Scots DG,
though he accepted not every-
body believed this, particularly
when 1 RTR squared up to 2
RTR in Medicine Man 5.

Certainly Maj Simon Allen,
now a key member of the
BATUS exercise control staff,
was not worried that his own
regiment was annihilating itself.

With 1 and 2 RTR locked in
combat on the prairies of
Alberta and inflicting unac-
ceptable casualties on each
other, Maj Allen was forcing
the issue as the man responsi-
ble for controlling the carnage.

Exercises at BATUS are
often drawn out far longer than
the point at which battle
groups would be pulled out of
the line and replaced. This
emphasises training objectives
which have been agreed in
advance.

Although an astute com-
mander should realise when all
is lost and the most sensible
action is to disengage and save
what forces he can, this is not
an option available at BATUS.

“Inevitably there is a com-
petitive spirit,” said Lt Col
Peter Gilchrist, CO of 1 RTR.
“But winning is not the point,
although we were quite pleased
when the OPFOR had to gen-

erate a third company for the
first time to achieve its mis-
sion.”

In the Intelligence cell, Capt
Steve Proctor and WO2
Sammy Sinclair found it partic-
ularly stimulating
working against a
live enemy which
used active chemi-
cal agents.

The RAC was
good at sending
back consolidated
situation reports,
they said. The
infantry had im-
proved in this
respect since work-

g owitheithe CO1RTR
tankies.
The experience brought

everybody back to basics, said
1 WFR’s A Company com-
mander Maj Barney Haugh,
who had gained more grey
hairs in the two weeks of TES

Lt Col Peter Gilchrist,

gxercises than at

any other time.
“If a soldier stands
up or doesn’t
adopt a decent fire
position he is going
to get ‘killed’ and
my combat power
would quickly be
eroded. Fieldcraft
has once again
come to the front.”
The first War-
rior battalion
established in UK, 1 WFR fin-
ished converting in early June,
said Maj Haugh. “We have
made mistakes and learned
from them, and the battalion
and brigade will benefit.”

Putting the brigade comman-

der’s spin on the battle was 1
Mechanised Brigade Chief of
Staff, Maj David Rutherford-
Jones, Light Dragoons, who
saw the essential elements for
success as knowing the com-
mander’s mind, and being a
gear higher than the opposition.

Tanks in the past tended to
think they were invulnerable.

“We had become quite
casual, but TES forces task
commanders and soldiers to be
realistic about their own low-
level tactics.

“If I use the skyline I am
going to be destroyed so I have
to look at the ground and find
the best way round it.”

Instead of a notional threat WO2 Sammy Sinclair and Capt Steve Proctor of the Intelligence Cell have a live
enemy and live chemicals to chart

&

Higher-level tactics counted

for nothing if low-level skills
and drills were not spot on.
Gunners had constantly to
scan the ground, drivers to
select the best route without
revealing their movements.
Reconnaissance patrols re-
discovered what they had
always known, that theirs is a
vital but high risk occupation.
Lose the recce and information
battle, and all 1s lost.
OPFOR recce, using tanks,
fought aggressively for infor-
mation while battle group
recce by stealth did not suc-
ceed. Its recce vehicles were
taken out and the force was left
blind.
WO2 Iain Fleming, sergeant
major of A Squadron, 1 RTR,
found it scary watching waves
of enemy vehicles attacking.
As the man responsible for
casualty evacuation, WO2
Fleming was not happy with
what he had available.
“We have 79 blokes and one
ambulance which can take two
stretchers and three sitting
wounded,” he said.
“I’ve never been to war
except in the Gulf where it was
a different kind of battle. We
have to expect to take a lot of
casualties, and it worries me
because the system has been
exposed here.”
Although horrendous casu-
alties would have been inflicted
in the space of a few hours,
Capt Peter McMullen, an Irish
Guards  observer/controller,
detected the battle groups
improving by leaps and
bounds.

Woofers LCpl Patrick Legge, Pte Colln Dooley and driver Cpl Fred Toogood

“In live firing, we can say
“You shouldn’t do that’ but
with TES the OPFOR will
have shot you, so you learn not
to do it again,” said the com-
mander, Col Nick Seymour.

Better a raging frustration
at being “killed” in the first
hour of an action when one
learns more in those 60 min-
utes than during all one’s pre-
vious training.

It is an easier death when
soldiers know that control staff
can regenerate them. At least
BATUS they can benefit from
the experience, and live to fight
—and win — another day.

® From Page 17
which I am sure will take place
but there is no doubt that it is
the way to go in the future,” he
said.

There was been much dis-
cussion about whether the
OPFOR was applying new
doctrine, but Col Aylwin-
Foster thought not.

“Our basic doctrine is
British Army doctrine and it is
very encouraging for the
British Army that mission
command gives freedom of
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action at all levels. It allows
junior commanders initiative.

“The basic principles on
which we operate are to find,
fix and fight the enemy, destroy
him, seek to manoeuvre and
take the advantage of surprise
and get within his decision
cycle.

“None of our tactics are
novel, and I can’t think of any-
thing we do that hasn’t been
used at some stage in the
British Army.

“A lot of times I think battle

groups stick to what they know
and therefore are not that
adventurous. What we are
doing is not taking new ideas,
but trying out lots of different
things.”

One of the concepts he
stressed was how essential it
was to meet the OPFOR mis-
sion no matter how many com-
manders were killed.

Being able to carry on with-
out being told what to do was
one of the strengths of the
OPFOR. It exploited freedom

of action and relied very heavi-
ly on commanders’ initiative.

“When I was ‘killed’ — for the
first time in a mission and iron-
ically by the CO of 1 RTR -1
don’t really think it made any
difference because everybody
knew what I was trying to
achieve, and they achieved it.”

A potent danger tank crews
had to recognise was the clear-
ly demonstrated punch of the
infantry.

“Before TES, tanks could
ignore the infantry, drive past

and vanish into the distance,”
said the CO.

“We have been reminded
that hand-held anti-tank mis-
siles can be devastating.”

A possible answer lay in the
speed at which the OPFOR
moved.

“On one occasion I was with
ten tanks which drove through
the battle group’s Milan
matrix. The only ones killed
were those which slowed
down. The ones that kept
going flat out survived.”

The secret was to work out
what was going on and to
decide what to do before the
other side could assess and
make his own decision.

“We try to get inside their
decision cycle, and generally
speaking we succeed. That is
why the OPFOR achieves its
tasks all the time, because we
act and react much quicker
than they do.”

Col Aylwin-Foster said that
during one mission he realised
he was about to be outflanked

but took five minutes too long
to decide what to do about it.

“l committed part of my
force to deal with it, but it was
caught on ‘the hop and
destroyed.

“A few minutes can make
the difference between success
or failure. You have to make
decisions in a vacuum because
you never really know what the
enemy is up to.”

With the benefit of three
months’ training in which he
has learned a huge amount,

Col Aylwin-Foster looks for-
ward to digesting the many
lessons, then returning to
BATUS with the first battle
group of the 1996 season.

“Ironically, we will be facing
the last battle group of the
1995 season, the King’s Royal
Hussars, who will be very keen
to beat us.

“The BATUS staff also
know us so we will have no
leeway and can expect no
excuses. We will have no
friends here next year . ..”
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THE SQUADDIE slumped
at his seat in Medicine Hat’s
“Sin Bin” night club present-
ed a sad picture.

First night back from 22
days’ hard exercise, paid good
money for a drink and a ring-
side seat to watch the dancer
who was, well, dancing on
stage — and the exhausted sol-
dier was gently snoring,

But there was no need for
the joint Royal Military Police
and Medicine Hat Police
patrol to become involved.

A steward gently roused the
soldier and suggested a mate
take him into the fresh air —
without his drink.

Canada has draconian
penalties for minor misde-
meanors unsuspected by
British soldiers, including the
carrying of alcohol in public
places.

WO1 Bris Lightowler and
his seven RMP corporals pro-
vide what is almost an advice
and assistance agency.

“We are not out to spoil
their fun, but to look after
their interests,” he said. “On
any one night 500 soldiers go
into town. They are all young,
have worked hard and are
obviously out for a good time.

“I can honestly say that 98
per cent will have a good time,
and that the people of Medi-
cine Hat or Calgary will never
be aware of them.

“The sole reason we are
here is to look after their inter-
ests and keep them on the
straight and narrow.”

WO1 Lightowler has a
\remarkably effective working

WO1 Bris Lightowler and Barry Finkelman have a liaison meeting

Watching brief

only for RMP

relationship with Barry and
Maureen Finkelman, owners
of Medicine Hat’s main night
club.

Mr Finkelman and his staff
go out of their way to keep a
benevolent eye on their guests.
He has had as many as 300
soldiers packed into his estab-
lishment and is impressed at
how little trouble is caused.

Canadian police and RMP
welcome a joint, common-
sense approach. “Trivial stuff
which can be kept out of
Canadian courts saves time,
money and adverse publicity,”
said WO1 Lightowler.

Far from reading about
British misdemeanours,
Canadians are more likely to
learn of close co-operation
with their visitors. British staff
at BATUS helped fill sand-
bags and build dykes when the
Saskatchewan river flooded,
and snipers were brought in to
deflate a propane gas tank
which was in danger of strik-
ing a bridge support. Army
helicopters helped to search a
remote area for graves.

Friendship between the two
forces, extending to invita-
tions to barbecues at home,
started when rraining began at
BATUS in 1972.

Constable Rick Rawlins,
ex-Royal Canadian Navy, is
an old hand who appreciates
what the Brits bring to the
beat.

“These guys were in the
Falklands and the Gulf War
and bring a whole new world
of experience to policemen
stuck in one city,” he said. )
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COVERED wagons still roll
across the great plains of North
America - trundling after
British battle groups which
exercise in Canada from April
to October.

Early settlers needed their
wagon trains; so do today’s sol-
diers. It took a three-kilometre
train to move Opposing
Forces’ vehicles the 2,000-odd
miles from the East Coast to
Alberta before the start of this
exercise season.

Each battle group has a ret-
inue of some 250 covered
wagons, mostly Bedfords and
Leyland Dafs today, but fur-
ther behind is an ants’ nest of
activity which provides every-
thing from fuel to replacement
Challengers.

This essential support for
the battle groups and OPFOR
is provided by five sub-units.

Support is also extended to
the training staff at Wainwright
farther north in Alberta.

While the teeth arms have a
concentrated period of 22 days
in the field, elements of the

support staff have a continual
fight to keep six shows on the
road, prepare the range and
clear up afterwards on top of
extensive vehicle maintenance
throughout the winter.

During the “prairie” season
while battle groups are in the
field, the sub-units operate on
a 24-hour basis; over the
winter repair period they regu-
larly work 60-hour weeks to
service of vehicles.

The BATUS engineer park
provides engineer resources
and targetry used during the
live firing phases of Medicine
Man, as well as equipment for
the Royal Engineers squadron
which refurbishes the ranges
during the winter.

Last winter the Exercise
Warpaint squadron used more
than £100,000 worth of mate-
rials in preparing equipment
for the Medicine Man 95 series
of exercises.

Restrictions in the United
Kingdom on the use of Royal
Engineers equipment such as
the minefield-busting Giant

SSgt David Parr and Cpl Jim McCormick inspect a sample of sludge
formed at the bottom of a vehicle’s fuel tank by the fine prairie dust

Support s
them wag
rollin’

Workshop OC Maj
Paul Shewry

Viper do not apply in
Canada, so it can be
employed to spec-
tacular effect.

The sappers also
lead a range services support
group. As well as simulation
explosive charges to represent
artillery and mortars, the sap-
pers prepare and operate all
the mechanical targetry on
1,300 units spread across the
Block.

A composite supply depot
managed by 105 Squadron
Royal Logistic Corps holds
26,000 separate categories of
item headings. Along with 900
vehicles and their ancillary
equipment there are 300 types
of ammunition, ranging from
SA80 5.56mm rounds to
Milan rounds costing £13,000
each.

The BATUS Workshop
REME provides second-line
support to the battle groups
and OPFOR, with first and
second line support offered to
safety vehicles. During the pre-
vious winter repair period the
workshop completed more
than 100 hours per man of
repair a month, as against the
REME average of 35 hours.

The Quartermaster Techni-
cal department provides tech-
nical services through a first
line unit repair store and a unit

support store, Wwhile the
BATUS Support Unit covers
families, housing, welfare,

medical catering and transport
facilities.

Keeping vehicles from Land
Rovers to AS90s on the road is
the task of the Workshop, and
it is a huge task.

The whole range of A vehi-
cles appears on its books, and

soldiers specialise across the
board. It is unusual to see an
AS90 parked next to a Chal-
lenger in Europe, but not at
BATUS, where OC Maj Paul
Shewry’s fitters have to be
masters of almost every skill.

With 130 summer staff and
180 in winter, it is
a large workshop,
and most of the
soldiers will do
more work in six
months than they
would in two
vears back in
their own units.

Soldiers have
more responsibil-
ity at a lower rank
than in most
other workshops
and are not
dogged by regu-
lar guard and
fatigue duties.

Vehicles are as
hard worked as the men. A
tank in Germany will be base
overhauled every ten years. In
BATUS it is every two years
because tanks do in one year
what would normally be done
in five.

Hardest worked of all are the
redtops and their fitters. It is
vital to keep the safety vehicles
on the road because if they
break down the whole exercise
could grind to a halt.

SSgt Dave Emeny from
Osnabriick supervises work on
the 160 safety vehicles, which
have increased from 120 last
year and 100 the previous year.

greatly

Daf trucks

Cp! Rob Browne, whose
dust filter modification

reduced the
engine wear of Leyland

SSgt Dave Emeny (second from the right) and his hard-worked REME Redtop fitters

“A normal RLC fitter sec-
tion may deal with 60 vehicles
so this is the hardest working
fitter section in the Army,” he
said.

“We have prop shafts at right
angles, chassis completely
cracked and axles cracked in
half, and we are
repairing stuff we
would never
touch unless in a
war situation,”
said SSgt Emeny.

Rough terrain
on the prairie
means vehicles
regularly smash
the front axle and
steering assem-
bly.

The Workshop
successfully
fought for under-
body armour sug-
gestéed by a
quartermaster
Jast year and now saves tax
payers a fortune in spares and
time. Whereas 17 different
axles were needed last year,
only three were required by the
last exercise this year.

Cpl Rob Browne modified
the air cleaner on the Leyland
Daf 4-ton truck and greatly
increased engine life span.
Prairie dust is a fine talcum
powder which reaches places
other dusts can’t.

The RLC’s 105 (BATUS)
Squadron has also eased the
burden on the public purse.

For legal reasons, the
ammunition depot is run by

Canadians; 2,400 tons valued
at £32 million are issued in
spring and autumn tranches,
with each battle group requir-
ing 300 tons for its Med Man
exercise.

Sorting empty cases from
live round was a tedious busi-
ness before a unique machine
was introduced. It handles 134
kg in less than a day with an
error of one live round in four
million. The task used to keep
three men busy for a week.

Another expensive but cost-
effective investment was a mas-
sive drive-through wash-down.
Vehicles are not allowed into
the Force Maintenance Area
until they have been properly
cleaned and two-day long
queues would build up.

“Time is very precious at the
end of an exercise with so
much maintenance and servic-
ing before handing over to the
next battle group, but the
drive-through quickly pays for
itself in soldiers’ time,” said
squadron OC Maj Martin
Shilston.

“It used to take 43 hours for
one battle group to pass
through; it now takes 14 hours,
including the OPFOR and
redtop vehicles.”

The “natives” are friendly,
and civilian staff provide an
essential element of the work
force. Many are ex-Service-
men now settled in Canada,
who know the score and pro-
vide continuity to keep the
latter-day wagons moving
safely across the prairies.
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..... Warning .
there has been an information leak
very few people are aware.

Code named ‘Operation Motor Insurance’
Naafi are providing Service personnel
with value for money motor insurance.

With over 30 years operational experience,
Naafi engages the following enemy forces:

-/ Cheap 1insurance 1s not
necessarily the best cover.

-~ ‘Difficulties with no-claims
discounts earned abroad.
- Constantly moving due to posting.

- Ignorance of the special needs
of Service personnel.

Your miesion iig ko establish rcontact with
Naafi and:iSecure Motor Inesurance.

¥OolUr Ccontdctias
Ny Neouse  dowma ]l o Financial Cantite
B): Phone the Quoteline on

(0500 180180 UK)

Naafi Financial Services,

@2'6' 950 "1 QERMAN?) sales & Marketing,

College House, S RViCE:
Upper college Street, : i
Nottingham NG1 1EU.

.. MESSAGE ENDS .. STOP + +
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SCORPIONS, swamps and
dense jungle were the real chal-
lenge when the British Army’s
newest headquarters exercised
in its farthest outpost.

The battalion and garrison
level field training exercise,
code named Ulu Rajah, took
place in Brunei, the first time
the Wilton-based HQ Land
Command has exercised troops
there since assuming command
earlier this year.

Involved were HQ Land,
Land Command  troops,
Brunei Garrison and the 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Gurkha
Rifles. Ulu Rajah ranged over a
number of phases, escalating
from a battalion call-out and
local defence to evacuation
operations and a live-firing
package.

Air and sea elements of the
Royal Brunei Armed Forces
(RBAF) also took part, provid-
ing helicopter and fast assault
boat support.

Brig Andrew Cumming,
Assistant Chief of Staff (Opera-
tions), led the HQ Land team,
with just three staff to “play”
the brigade headquarters. They
were assisted by five umpires
from the United Kingdom and
a small team from 29 Com-
mando Regiment RA and 36
Engineer Regiment to repre-
sent gunner and sapper units.

Maj Paddy Redding, OC D Coy, 2 RGR, briefs his comp

Land Command in
Brunei for
first tim

_l B ' l

any headquarters while waiting for a helicopter to take them forward for an attack

A soldier from 2 RGR stands guard as a Bell 212 helicopter from 7

Flight, AAC approaches a jungle landing point during Ulu Rajah

JHQ was set up in Sittang
Camp, about 40km from the 2
RGR barracks in Seria and
60km from the exercise area.
Final phase of the exercise was
a battalion-strength attack on
an enemy force dropped by
parachute close to the coast.
RBAF fast assault boats were

used to move two companies
up the river and the attack went
in at dawn following a live-
firing night defensive battle.
British High Commissioner
Ivan Callan watched the final
assault on the RBAF range
complex. “The element of co-
operation with the Royal

Brig Andrew Cumming,
the exercise director

Brunei Armed Forces is most
important,” he said. “I hope
this co-operation will grow.”

Brig Cumming was satisfied
with the results. “With the gar-
rison now under command of
HQ Land, this was a good
opportunity to put the battal-
ion and the garrison through
their paces.

“It went extremely well. It
was multi-phased, starting with
a non-combatant evacuation
operation to get the families
out, followed by a joint theatre
plan for the reinforcement of
the garrison by an ad hoc force
from the UK,” he said.

“The exercise then moved
into the jungle to destroy the
enemy, followed by the live-
firing exercise.

“My lasting impression of
the exercise was that behind
every bush was a Gurkha, and
behind every Gurkha an enor-
mous smile — and they are still
smiling.”
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Fuse that
thwarted
Hitler

THERE are people alive today who
almost certainly owe a debt of grat-
itude to the late Dr William Bute-
ment.

While Hitler's flying bombs killed
and wounded thousands of Lon-
doners and inhabitants of the South
East, more
would have suf-
fered had it not
been for the 40-
year-old “boffin”
from New
Zealand.

Then assis-
tant director of
scientific
research at the
Ministry of
Supply, Wiliam Butement, and a
team of scientists, invented and
perfected Britain’s key secret
weapon, the radio proximity fuse.

It beat the flying bombs, saved
Allied fleets from disaster against
suicide bombers in the Pacific, and
played a crucial part in repelling the
German Ardennes offensive in
December 1944,

According to Soldier’'s John
Grove, writing in the November 10,
1945 issue, the radio fuse was
second in importance to the discov-
ery of the atomic bomb.

It revolutionised anti-aircraft gun-
nery, giving guns a precision seven
times greater than that obtained
with the standard clockwork fuse
shell.

As long as the new “radio” shell
passed within a certain predeter-
mined distance of the target, the
projectile would explode.

Co-developers of the fuse
included Dr E S Shireand DrAF G
Thomson.

Dr Butement went on to become
chief scientist at Woomera, the
rocket-testing range in Australia.
He was awarded the CBE in 1959
and died in 1990 at the age of 86.

Sorry, chum!

Letter to the Editor from the
same edition:

Can you supply
original copies of
the picture of Cherry
Richards in Soldier
No 137 — Fus W
Bradley, PI/3, Sub-
Sec D, GHQ, 2 Ech.
® No. Soldier can
only supply original
photographs in very
exceptional circum-
stances. — Ed.
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Dr Butement

Cherry
Richards
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SOLDIERS from 105th Regi-
ment Royal Artllery (Volun-
teers) trained with the Army’s
new Air Defence Command
and Information System
(ADCIS) computer system as
part of their annual camp.

They are among the first
Terriers to be equipped with
ADCIS: the only Regular
Army unit currently with the
system is 47 Regiment, Royal
Artillery.

Overlapping training with
Liverpool’s 103 Regiment
ensured that 105 are now on a
par with their Regular coun-
terparts in converting to the
system.

Training was split between
two locations — ADCIS at
Larkhill and nearby Knook
Camp, and Penhally in Wales.
There, other soldiers complet-

e 2 SRl

Members of 105 Heglment Hoyal Artlllery who completed the ADCIS DED course at Knook Camp

Gunners keep thelr

Battery recce driver LBdr Allan Dorward and Battery Command
Post’s Bdr Roddy Sutherland, both of 212 Bty, come to terms
with new ADCIS computers fitted into the Saxon vehicles

ed the ten-day course to allow
them to fire the the regiment’s
Javelin anti-aircraft missile.

At Larkhill, the mysteries of
the main processor were
explained to the gunners
during an inten-
sive  two-week

course.
A core ele-
ment of the

ADCIS system,
the computer
processors  are
mounted in
Saxon vehicles,
which recently
, replaced Land
Rovers  within
the regiment.
The other

Cfn Gerry Dawson, who serves with the REME
LAD, checks out the Saxon suspension

\.

main  compo-
nent of ADCIS

is the data entry device
(DED), the complexities of
which were explained to
detachment sergeants and
their 2iCs at Knook Camp.

Time and resources were
also devoted to the REME
LAD, which undertook main-
tenance training for the
Saxons.

Maj Jim Kinloch said:
“With the arrival of ADCIS,
our air defence capability is
brought into the 20th century,
and provides us with a system
whereby the transfer and
updating of equipment is very
quick.

“This enables us to use our
missiles much more effectively
than was the case previously,
when communications were
by encoded signal and radios.”
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Woofers' Warriors stand ready for the enemy

Crusaders leap

the last hurdlie

CHALLENGERS, Chieftains,
Warriors and Saxons joined
battle on Salisbury Plain at the
end of last month as 1 (Mecha-
nised) Brigade practised high
intensity brigade and battle
group operations.

About 8,000 soldiers and
1,200 vehicles took part in
Exercise First Crusade at the
culmination of Tidworth-
based 1 (Mech) Bde’s training
year.

The brigade comprises 1st
Royal Tank Regiment with
Chieftain and the 1st Battal-
ion, The Worcestershire and
Sherwood Foresters in War-
rior, with the 1st Battalion,
The Queen’s Lancashire Regi-
ment in Saxon. All three units
had recently sharpened their
battle drills in Alberta, 1 RTR
and 1 WFR exercising together

at BATUS and
1 QLR training
at Wainwright.

Support was
provided by the HQ and Signal
Squadron; 1 RHA; 10 Bty, 47
Regt RA; 22 Engr Regt; 21
Bde Spt Sqn RLC; 16 Armd
Fd Amb; 3 and 15 Fd Wksps
REME; and the brigade
provost unit.

Opposing the brigade was 3
RGR, who have one company
in the Falkland Islands, a
squadron of Challenger tanks
from 1 QRH, a recce squadron
from the Household Cavalry
Regiment, a 9 Regiment AAC
squadron, and F Company, 1
SG.

Exercise control was provid-
ed by 5 Airborne Brigade
which also carried out para-
chute drops and provided four

Report: Gordon Skilling
Pictures: Mike Weston

eight-man
damage control
teams which,
because of the
good weather, had little to do.
Although the exer-
cise was fast moving,
safety consciousness
was high, particularly
in relation to drivers
getting enough sleep.
There was no live
firing and strenuous
efforts were made to =
keep local
informed of activity.
More than 300 vehicles of the
Brigade Support Group made
a very successful night move.
First five days were devoted
to battle group operations
involving attack and support
helicopters and fixed wing
assets.

4

residents Brig Plummer

The second half of First
Crusade allowed brigade com-
mander Brig Brian Plummer
to step back from control and
be exercised by 3 (UK) Divi-
sion. His brigade staff
had to make sense of
the chaos.

Brig Plummer said
this year’s exercise was

significantly  bigger
than the 1994 First
Crusade.

Although focused

on the brigade effort,
Brig Plummer said he
was conscious it was the
endeavours of individual sol-
diers and sub units that made
the operation work.

“The soldier on the ground
is certainly as important and in
some places more important
@ Turn to next page
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Saxons of 1 QLR move to counter
an airborne landing

e — Pte Monk Gale on the
ith 1 Para’s A Company
marker

Right — Pte David Hall of 1
QLR’'s A Company relaxes
while Pte Anthony Lloyd
covers a bridge

® From Page 25

than the brigade commander,”
he said. “It is very much team
work. If the soldier hasn’t the
right tools at the right time and
doesn’t know what he has to
do then the plan doesn’t
work.”

Training of the three major
units in Alberta had clearly
paid off, he said. It had
showed up weak points in the
organisation and emphasised
the need for a simple plan if it
was going to survive.

Gurkhas from 3 RGR and
the Scots Guards’ F Compa-
ny, who two days later would

be on guard at Buckingham
Palace, bore the brunt of the
brigade attack.

The Gurkhas and Scots
Guards had worked together
in Belize and Kenya before
First Crusade, said LSgt Paul
Barry.

Although many of the troops
had experience of tactical
engagement simulation exer-
cises, on First Crusade they
were in the hands of umpires
who decided who died and
who lived.

An uncompromising umpire
watched as Rfn Ram Bdr
Phagu and Cpl Gopilal Limbu

waited for soldiers to debus
from a Warrior.

The two Gurkhas went
unnoticed  because  their
trench was well camouflaged
and the attackers were concen-
trating on a nearby Milan posi-
tion. They engaged three
Warriors with their 94mm
light anti-tank weapon and
kept their heads down every
time the chain gun swivelled in
their direction.

As the section tumbled from
the back of the Warrior the
first two soldiers were shot by
the Gurkhas and knocked out
by the umpire.

It took some time before the
remainder were able to reach
the trench and clear it with a
grenade.

As the final attacks were suc-
cessfully completed the latter-
day crusaders could be pleased

at a good battle,

“The enemy was soundly
defeated and many lessons
were learned in the process,”
said 3 Div Chief of Staff, Col
Andrew Ritchie.

“First Crusade was highly

/i i i‘ - ]

Above — Bdr Roger Essex and LBdr Andy Booth of 10 (Assaye) AD Bty

Left - Lt Tony Royce of C Company, 1 QLR awaits developments

successful and achieved the
objectives laid down by the
GOC. These opportunities do
not occur often given the con-
straints of training areas and
other operational commit-
ments.”

It was important to assess
the ability of the brigade to
deploy at full strength in realis-
tic field conditions and against
a live enemy.

“Without such exercises, we
would be unable to maintain

Sl

our deployable brigades in a
high state of readiness for
future operations.”

Having proved themselves at
high intensity conflict, the
brigade may have to focus on
humanitarian work if it is
required to deploy to Bosnia
on Operation Grapple. It is a
strong possibility.
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THIRTY-FIVE soldiers from the 4th/5th Bat-
talion, The Royal Irish Rangers were the fifth
and final Territorial Army unit to visit Ascen-
sion Island this year.

They took part in the last of the annual

Rgr Tom Ferris trains for the Cambrian Patrol team in the rugged island terrain

Turtle Reef exercises, shortened from the orig-

CONNECTION

MEN and women of the 40th (Ulster)
Signal Regiment (Volunteers) have
been training alongside their French
Regular counterparts to hone their
soldiering skills — and become familiar
with equipment which is breaking new
ground in battlefield communications.

Exercise Merlin Stone, near La
Courtine in the Lim-
ousin area, was
designed to task the
250 Territorial Army
soldiers from North-
ern Ireland with pro-
viding the different
types of communica-
tions required by
battlefield comman-
ders or those in
charge of interna-
tional human relief
missions.

The volunteers of
40 Signals provide
TA back-up to the
globetrotting Regu-
lars of 30 Signal Regiment, responsi-
ble for the British Army’s worldwide
deployment communications.

Although 40 Signals regularly trains
abroad for its NATO role, this was the
first time it had exercised in France.

The terrain proved ideal in testing

Cpl Michael A
Gillian Seymo

nals’ exercise

flage make-up during the 40 Sig-

the soldiers’ skills of achieving remark-
able results over difficult terrain and
long distances.

From the wooded hills overlooking
the training camp at La Courtine,
members of the regiment established a
full battlefield network. They also
used newly-issued high frequency
transceivers to
bounce messages off
the ionosphere,
impressing the
French signallers in
the process.

With its regimental
headquarters at
Clonaver Park,
Belfast, the regi-
ment has squadrons
located in Newtow-
nards (85th (Ulster)
Sig Sgn) and
Limavady (69
Squadron). The
latter, “transferred”
from 32 Signal Reg-
iment in Scotland in April, is the regi-
ment’s newest element. Based at
Clonaver Park are an HQ Squadron
and 66th (City of Belfast) Sig Sgn.

Soldiers from the regiment helped
test hi-tech equipment before it was
sent to Bosnia.

. v P
rmstrong helps Sig
ur with her camou-

Members of 40th (Ulster) Signals Regiment fine-
tune their new 100ft high-frequency antennae
during Exercise Merlin Stone
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inal four weeks
towards the TA.

Used as a staging post for
forces on their way to the Falk-
lands War in 1982, Ascension
Island is currently a Royal Air
Force re-fuelling outpost for
Tristars on their way to Mount
Pleasant, where 4/5 Rangers
provided the first TA rifle pla-
toon for the reinforced
infantry company based there
last year.

About a third of the soldiers
on Turtle Reef 5 had served in
that platoon.

Both terrain and climate on
Ascension pose severe chal-
lenges to the infantry soldier,
since the island is composed
almost entirely of rugged vol-
canic rock and the weather is
variable.

The chance to train the bat-
talion’s Cambrian Patrol team
was eagerly seized, the land-
scape providing an ideal oppor-
tunity to carry out tough
physical training.

Marksmanship, close-target
reconnaissance, hide routine,
minefield breaching, casevac
and first aid were also covered
during the camp.

The importance of good sig-
nals communication was
brought out, with all rations
being left in dead-letter drops.

The Irish Rangers tried many
of Ascension’s leisure activities,
although they were given a
sound thrashing at football by
the resident RAF side. The
score reached near-Twicken-
ham proportions.

As well as leaving the island
with a wealth of unforgettable
experiences and war stories,
members of the battalion
gained a healthy respect for the
professionalism of the RAF,
who were excellent hosts.

to gear it

HONOURS AND AWARDS

Portland EOD bomb
hero awarded QGM

CAPT Michael Lobb RE, who
defused a massive unexploded
bomb on the island of Port-
land, Dorset, in March, has
been awarded the Queen’s
Gallantry Medal. His two-day
ordeal was completed in the
glare of television cameras.

His award is one of dozens
for service in Northern Ire-
land, Bosnia and Rwanda.

Capt Lobb was duty bomb
disposal officer for 33 Engi-
neer Regiment (EOD)
based at Wimbish when the
1,100lb German Second
World War bomb was
detected buried under a dis-
used football pitch.

One of the largest civil
evacuations in Britain since
the end of the war was car-
ried out as Capt Lobb, in
command of a team from 58
Field Squadron, tackled the
bomb.

Because of the hardness
of the shell, he had to make
22 approaches to the bomb,
which was assessed as unsta-
ble and highly dangerous.
He refused to allow any of
his soldiers to deputise for him
during the 31-hour operation.

His non-operational award
was Gazetted separately.

Capt Tony Coltard RE,
appointed MBE, commanded
EOD teams based at Vitez and
Zepce in former Yugoslavia.
He supervised the clearance of
47,000 mines from the Vitez
pocket, pioneered the marking
of about 17,000 mines, and
drew detailed maps of the
minefields in the area.

Maj Farren Drury RGBW
was appointed OBE for out-
standing command of C Com-
pany Group in Bugojno,
central Bosnia. He instigated
dozens of community projects
in a town ravaged by fighting.

Also made OBE is Sgt James
Mackie REME, who, while
serving as the recovery
mechanic of 64 Engineer
Squadron at Tomislavgrad,
risked life and limb on many
occasions to rescue UN and
civilian vehicles and their pas-
sengers stranded on treacher-
ous mountain roads.

WO2 Paul Lewis, Squadron
Corporal Major of the medium
recce squadron of The House-
hold Cavalry, was responsible
for dealing with the many
claims made against the UN

resulting from traffic accidents
on the main supply routes.

Incidents regularly led to
UN drivers being held at gun-
point, and WO2 Lewis dis-
played great moral and
physical courage in single-
handedly introducing a fair
system of recompense that was
decisive in giving the peace-
keepers long-term freedom of
movement.

Capt Michael Lobb RE

For service in Northern Ire-
land

OBE: Lt Col JR Cook, MBE,
MC, D and D; Lt Col DNJ Flynn,
Kings Own Border; Lt Col GF
Hislop, R Irish; the Rev MK Mas-

terson, RAChD; the Rev DE
Wilkes, RAChD.
MBE: Maj GS Ackers, Int

Corps; Maj JA Esler, R Irish; Maj
PJL Farrelly SG; Maj M Gray
RAMC; Capt TAS Hill KOSB; WO2
MJ Keating RGJ; Maj GA
Knought, BEM, Int Corps; Maj
AHC MacMillan-Scott KOSB; Maj
WR Munday PWRR; CSgt CD
Norman, Para; Maj PD Phillips
REME; Maj BWO Russell, A and
SH; Maj AJS Storrie, D and D; Maj
MWE Wade KRH; Maj MC Wick-
ham, QGM, RLC; Lt JC Williams,
QGM, Int Corps.

QGM: Capt CJ Henson RLC;
Cpl CR Mills, Para; Sgt AE Par-
sonage, Green Howards; CSgt L
Smith QLR; WO2 RW Wells, BEM,
REME.

MID: Sgt MG Smith KRH.

QCB: Capt HRS Clarke SG; Pte
DA Cornell, Kings Own Border;
Capt AJW Davidson, Kings Own
Border; Sgt P Dreghorn, A and
SH; Sgt MC Hawkes RA; Cpl M
Keenan, A and SH; Sgt MA Lang-
ley RE; Sgt D McMillan, A and SH;
Cpl CJ Overton RLC; CSgt AW
Rea, R lIrish; LCpl R Redhead,
Kings Own Border; Pte AJ
Reynolds RLC; Cpl DAJ Thom, A
and SH; WO2 P Thomson SG;
WO2 RA Wharton, QGM, RLC.

QCVS: Capt MJ Abbott PWRR;
Maj CEl Beattie RGJ; Maj SA Bird,
QGM, BEM, Kings Own Border;
Maj CCS Booth LI; Maj GJ Cary, R
Signals; Capt EJR Chamberlain
LI; Maj JH De Haldevang SG; Sgt
HL Elliott AGC(PRQ); Col TM
Fitzalan Howard, late SG; Capt AJ
Gale RLC; Maj TJ Gammons RRF.

WO1 AF Gibb RLC; Lt Col DCN
Giles AGC(PRO); Capt AHF
Gordon AAC; Cpl TEJ Graham, R
Irish; Maj NG Thorold KRH; Maj

MT Giriffiths, Kings Own Border;

Maj Ml Hanlon, R Irish; Capt DH

Jackson, R Irish; Lt PG Jackson

SG; Capt HRDJ Joynson KRH;

CSgt NC MacGregor KOSB; Lt

GM McCrindle, R Signals; Maj

MJ McFrederick, R Irish.

CSgt A McKenzie, A and SH;

Pte KA McMillan, Para; Lt Col

AKM Miller, OBE, A and SH;

Capt KA Miller, Int Corps; Maj

AF Morrow, R Irish; Maj DM

Nield RWF; Cpl SD Orchard,

Para; Capt MB O'Reilly, R Irish;

CSgt RJ Palmer, R Irish; Sgt R

Parkhill, R Irish; Maj D Parson-

age, Kings Own Border; Maj BS

Price RLC; Capt JA Scott, A

and SH; Cpl PJ Shephard

AGC(PRO).

Lt Col ARD Shirreff KRH; Maj

IW Smith, MBE, Para; Maj JRM

Stanton, Kings Own Border;
Pte L Thompson, R Irish; Capt MR
Tierney KOSB; Col MD Webb,
OBE, late AAC; Lt Col TFL Weeks,
OBE, LI; Sgt KJ White, Int Corps;
Maj MW Wischhusen RRF; Sgt
AR Worrall AGC(PRO).

For service in former
Yugoslavia

OBE: Lt Col PE O'R-B David-
son-Houston RGBW; Lt Col JSM
Edwardes MBE, RHF.

MBE: Capt AJ Coltart RE; Maj
FDF Drury RGBW; WO2 PP Lewis
LG; Sgt JM Mackie REME; Maj
RJC Maxwell RLC; W02 C
Sumner RGBW; Capt RM Wilson
BEM, RE.

MID: Cpl S Bell RHF; LCpl CR
Edwards RGBW; Cpl DD Lewis
RGBW; Cpl MJ Linker RGBW; Cpl
WJ McGavin REME.

QCB: Maj SG Donaldson RA;
LCpl J Hopkins RLC.

QCVS: Capt JD Bagshaw,
Coldm Gds; Maj DAJ Brown
RGBW; Capt JC Collier RGBW;
Capt JC Dixon AGC(SPS); LCpl
JE Flux REME; Brig RDS Gordon
CBE, late 17/21 L; CSgt SA
Hanson RGBW; Cpl DC Jones
RE; Lt Col MH Lewington RLC; Lt
Col IR Liles MBE, RRF; WO2 DA
McGinnis RE; SSgt VA Pridden
RLC; Cpl PA Rendell RE; Capt RG
Robertson RHF; Capt NJP
Sharples REME.

For service in Rwanda
QCB: Lt Col M Cuthbert-Brown
AGC(PRO).
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SOMEWHERE in the
depths of the Ministry of
Defence there must be a
group of men and women
having difficulty biting back
the words “We told you so”.

It seems that there will
have to be an increased
recruitment effort if short-
falls in manpower are to be
made up. This must be
music to the ears of those
who warned that cuts were
going too deep and too fast.

But it isn't as simple as
that. People aren’t joining up.
Incentives being talked
about include persuading
mothers to encourage their
children to join the Army.

| know mothers who
would be only too pleased if
their offspring would sign
up for a bit of fresh air, exer-
cise and discipline. There
must also be mothers who

wished their pre-
cious young hadn't
had to go to Bosnia.
In between are: the
soldiers — male and
female — working in
trades and learning
new skills and won-
dering what the
future holds for
them. Would they
recommend the life? It
depends on who you ask.
Everyone will have had
a different experience of
Service life but my letters
reflect a tension that
wasn’'t present before
Options for Change.
People are genuinely
worried. They wonder what
is going to be cut next.
Those stationed over-
seas increasingly feel out
on a limb. There is concern
among families in Germany

about the future of
the medical ser-
vices. In a call from
Hong Kong | heard
mothers express
worries about their
children’'s  educa-
tion. As it turned out,
their concerns had
been addressed.

Some hadn't heard
the information, of course,
but their reaction might not
have been so extreme in a
more stable cimate.

But these are concerns
which remain “in house”, so
why is Service life proving
less attractive?

It cant be an image
problem. Never have there
been so many documen-
taries and dramas on tele-
vision. Soldier, Soldier, for
example, is a well-written,
well-researched and realis-

tic portrayal of Army life.
Viewers have taken the
characters to their hearts.

Is it the way in which
Army life is promoted? One
much-used phrase calls
the Army the “best-trained
workforce” in Britain.

There is no doubting it.
Anyone employing an ex-
soldier doesn’t just get
the benefit of a better-
than-average training. He
also gets a person who
knows the meaning of
loyalty, initiative and
grace under pressure.

That may well be attrac-
tive from the employers’
point of view but would it
tempt a potential recruit?
It's unlikely. It's easy to get
on-the-job training now.
Companies have caught on
to the benefits of develop-
ing employees’ abilities.

Army adverts empha-
sise leadership and resp-
onsibility, challenge and
adventure. It might atiract
those already considering
this kind of life but it won't
persuade young people I've
met for whom these are out-
modeg concepts.

Research shows that
youngsters are motivated
by different ideas. We are
told the young increasingly
see themseives as Euro-
pean rather than British,
They think that “Queen and
Country” belong in the past.

There is evidence that
they are concemed about
the environment and world
peace in a more practical
way than their parents. So
why aren't they attracted to
the kind of peacekeeping
role which is clearly on
show in Bosnia?

The sad fact is that
many young people of
today aren’t attracted to
notions of service, duty
or group identity. They
have not been exposed
to them at school.

When | left teaching |
had grown tired of being
told off for involving my
children in team games, in
competitive sports, and in
periods of silent working.
Individualism was king.

| believe that what we
are seeing now is the result
of that philosophy. It is
unfortunate that it came
when a change in world
politics gave the Govern-
ment a chance to cut costs.
But the tide is turning. The
National Curriculum has
brought order to learning.
Teachers are being scruti-
nised for their effective-

ness. There is talk that
team games and competi-
tion are to be encouraged.

News that junior leader
courses may return and
apprentice colleges may
be revitalised should be
welcomed. They will pro-
vide an incentive.

For now, the recruiters
should keep their nerve
while those concerned with
welfare should continue to
address the needs of sol-
diers trying to reconcile the
tensions of modern life and
Service life.

Eventually | believe we
will see the results of social
change. The character of
Service life will evolve, the
“caring” generation  will
once again be attracted by
the communal life of the
Army and numbers apply-
ing will rise. When they do

Recruits W|Ilreturn but they must be looked after

the Army must be ready for
them. Policy-makers must
be willing to take seriously
the concerns of families.

There should be
rewards for those trying to
build a career in the Army
rather than just putting in
the time. There must be
sensible provision for med-
ical care overseas. And
there must be well-main-
tained, secure housing for
those who want or need it.

Unless the people who
join the Army feel valued
and cared-for, all the efforts
put into recruitment will be
dissipated in an atmos-
phere of disappointment
and disillusionment.

@ Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS
radio. Write to her at BFBS,

BFPO 786; or c/o Soldier.

FAW [GERMANY) 7th ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Tell us why,
say wives

ARMY wives in Germany
wanted to hear from the
decision-makers the rea-
sons behind the less palat-
able decisions that they had
to live with.

In her opening address to
the seventh annual confer-
ence of the Federation of
Army Wives (Germany) at
Herford, chairman Mrs
Denise Chaganis said the
theme “Reason and Reality”
reflected the mood of many
wives in Germany.

Many wanted to question
the reasons behind some
decisions and all had to face
up to the reality of simply
getting on with life despite
the difficulties.

Stressing that the FAW
always tried to be a voice of

reason, Mrs Chaganis said
some of today's realities
were “pretty stark”: changes
in healthcare, closure of
schools, greater commuting
distances, even shorter time
between operational tours
and the unrelenting quest
for better services at less
cost.

Addressing an audience
which include the Defence
Under-Secretary, Earl Howe
and the Adjutant General,
Gen Sir Michael Rose,Mrs
Chaganis said particular
concerns for Army families
were the closure of some
Service schools and 24-
hour medical facilities;
undermanning and the
probability that the goal of a
24-month tour gap would

not be achieved; the possi-
ble acceptance of homosex-
uals in the Army; and the
psychological trauma of
prolonged peacekeeping
duties in dangerous situa-
tions and the knock-on
effect in the home when
husbands returned.

Maj Gen Scott Grant,
Commander HQ UKSC(G),
told delegates that the reor-
ganisation of the Army and
manpower reductions were
nearly completed and went
on to outline the new garri-
son structure in Germany.

He assured wives of a
smooth transition to the new
medical arrangements and
underlined the role of par-
ents in the new worldwide
schools agency.

Bosnia withdrawal an option

EARL Howe told the FAW
conference that the govern-
ment would not hesitate to
withdraw Op Grapple troops
if the dangers became too
great.

Other points from the
speech were:

® It was acknowledged
that new policies had meant
turbulent times, but with a
smaller, more stable army
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had come the recognition
for an investment in people.
@ A definitive statement
would be made in the spring
on the Bett Review of pay,
conditions of service, career
and manpower structures.
® The Under-Secretary
recognised that the target of
an average 24-month inter-
val between operational
tours had not been possible

in the 1990s although it had
been policy since 1974.

® Child benefit could be
paid direct into a UK
account or through the hus-
band’s pay. The Child Sup-
port Agency recognised that
a wife of a Serviceman over-
seas could be classified as a
habitual resident of the UK
and could therefore seek
support from a former hus-

Question to Earl Howe:
You were clear as to
unemployment benefit
(UB) being paid in Ger-
many. Where do wives
returning from Germany
and leaving full-time jobs
stand when claiming UB?

Earl Howe: A person’s
national insurance contri-
bution is geared to ability
to pay a social insurance
scheme, so it is unlikely
that all conditions applying
to payment of unemploy-
ment benefit in those cir-
cumstances would be
satisfied.

Question: Where is the
Justification for Northern
Ireland pay continuing
while those serving in
Bosnia receive little or
nothing for hardship? The
Bosnia allowance is a UN
incidental daily allowance
of £1; Nl pay is £4.13.

Earl Howe: This question
is very much in our minds
at the moment. | under-
stand that feelings run
high on this point. It is
seen to be unfair and it is
something ministers are
looking at. | hope we can
say more in a short while.

QandA

Question: The UK-pro-
duced brochure on claim-
ing unemployment benefit
given to families before
they arrive in Germany is
“double Dutch” to many
young wives. Their benefit
office tells them to sort it
out in Germany, but when
they arrive in Germany
they have seven days to
claim or they lose out
because they have not
applied in the UK.

(Mrs Chaganis intervened
to say there was no doubt
some DSS offices in the
UK were not giving Ser-
vice personnel the support
they deserved. She said
many wives arriving from
Scotland and Northern Ire-
land were able to claim,
while those from predomi-
nantly garrison towns
were not given proper
information.)

Earl Howe: | will take that
back with me; | am very
concerned to hear that. It
isn't right that people are
losing out in the maze of
regulations.

band.Only cases where the
parent with care was receiv-
ing social security benefit
would be processed at pre-
sent. Non-benefit cases will
be dealt with in April.

® Improved opportunities
for those wanting to pursue
careers in education would
be available. With the
Return to Learn schemes in
secondary schools and the

launch of the Open Univer-
sity Post-Graduate Certifi-
cate course, dependants
could pursue their careers in
BFG.

® Work on the transfer of
the married quarters estate
to the private sector would
take full account of the oper-
ational, security and welfare
requirements of personnel
and families.

Tidworth is tidier — thanks

to garrison’s Poop Patrol

Keeping it clean: Armed with scoops,
small spades, buckets and bin bags,
coveralls and protective gloves, these
intrepid soldiers and their wives have
been trying their best, with others, to
ensure that the highways and byways
around Tidworth Garrison are kept clear

of dog faeces.

From left to right they are Pte Matt
Williams and wife Vai, Cpl Mac Farmer
with wife Sarah and campaign organiser
Chrissie McCammon with her husband

Its a fact |

Service men and
women can buy sur-
plus married quarters
at a 30 per cent dis-
count as long as the
property is retained
for five years. — Par-
liamentary reply.

Sgt Kevin McCammon. All are from 1 WFR.
As a pet-owner herself, Chrissie says
she is fully aware of the danger to chil-
dren which dog-fouling can cause in
passing on toxocarisis.
With the approval of the local dog
warden and environmental officer, she

has spearheaded a campaign in the area

to enlighten Army families.

Coilection of waste following the
group’s clearing patrols is made free of
charge by the local council.

MQ transfer news soon

NEWS on the transfer of
ownership of the married
quarters estate to the pri-
vate sector is expected
“before the end of the
year”, Armed Forces Minis-
ter Nicholas Soames said
in a Commons written reply
on November 2.

Answering oral ques-
tions the previous week,
the minister said the MoD
aimed to dispose of 4,000
surplus married quarters by
next summer. The sale of
20 properties to a housing
association would be com-
pleted in December.

Clir Pat Devereux,
Mayor of Rush-
moor, and Debbie
Chick, the principal
Army organiser,
have their hands
full at the opening of a new
drop-in centre for regis-
tered childminders. The
centre, in accommodation
provided by Aldershot
Garrison, is for registered
childminders who are the
wives of soldiers. Mrs
Chick’s husband, Alan, is
serving with 2 Para.
Registered civilian child-
minders are also welcome.

FESTYLE

RESETTLEMENT-SPOUSES

So gl
dropped in

One of two under the
auspices of the Aldershot
Childcare Centre, the new
centre is in Union Build-
ings, Hospital Hill. The
other is in the Methodist
Church in Herrett Street.
Both are open during the
week from 9.30 to 11.30.

Contact the drop-in
centre through Debbie
Chick on 01252 315049.

Bid to ease op
theatre shortfall

MEASURES are being
taken to reduce an acute
shortage of anaesthetists in
the Regular Armed Forces.

By April 1, when the reor-
ganisation of the Defence
Medical Services will be
largely complete, 95 anaes-
thetists will be needed, 31
more than are now serving.

The situation regarding
surgeons is healthier, with
117 serving, one more than
required from April 1.

Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Scames said in a
Commons written answer
on November 2: “The short-
fall in anaesthetists is being
addressed.”

The new agency being
launched on April 1 to pro-
vide secondary health care
for the Armed Forces will
maintain 750 beds in the UK
for Servicemen and women.

The beds will be provided
at the core military hospital
at Haslar, Gosport and at
support hospitals elsewhere,

as well as at the three MoD
hospital units — Frimley Park,
Surrey; Peterborough; and
Derriford, Plymouth.

Mr R G Smith, former
head of Lincolnshire Health
Authority, has been appoint-
ed chief executive designate
of the Armed Forces Sec-
ondary Care Agency.

Defence  Under-Secre-
tary Earl Howe, announcing
details of the agency,
touched on the concerns of
families when he said: “The
health care of dependants is
the prime responsibility of
the NHS, although they may
receive treatment at Service
medical facilities, subject to
spare capacity being avail-
able.”

@ With the Cambridge at
Aldershot on course for clo-
sure by next April, hospital
services are being trans-
ferred to Haslar, to Catterick,
and to the MoD hospital
units, including that at Frim-
ley Park.
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Never forget
El Alamein

LACK of publicity regarding
the 53rd anniversary of El
Alamein on October 10 really
surprised me. We were young
men, fighting a war so far away
from home to stop the Afrika
Korps getting their hands on
Egypt.

I was among fresh troops
embarking on our first action
when we were moved into the
front line, with the Aussies to
our right and the New Zealan-
ders to our left.

I shall never forget the night
of the battle, with a barrage of
800 guns, barbed wire, and
mines in their thousands.

It took us 12 days to break
through their defences. It was
the turning point of the war
and must never be forgotten. —
William McMillan, The
Princess Louise Scottish
Hospital, Erskine Hospital,
Bishopton, Renfrewshire.

® Armistice Day was commemo-
rated by British Paras at El
Alamein on November 11. -
Editor.

Was this carved by
-aman in hiding?

YOUR article about the dis-
coveries of artistic graffiti left
by Second World Servicemen
in Normandy (October 30)
mentioned my excitement at
hearing about a British exam-
ple dated 1943.

Itis in a building owned by a
famous French novelist,
Michel Bataille, and his wife
Marie Claude, a sculptress. I
have just driven there to see it
and it is more thrilling than
even I expected.

The graffito, 24cm square, is
engraved in the embrasure of a
small window in a thick wall, in
a hay loft on the first floor of a
15th century farm building at
Thieville, 2km from St Pierre
Sur Dives, not far from
Lisieux. The window over-
looks the church 100 metres
away.

From my experiences of
such writings, it is the type of

D-DAY DODGERS?

of campaign life.

‘We are the D-Day Dodgers, out in Italy
Always drinking vino, always on the spree
Eighth Army skivers and the Yanks
We live in Rome and dodge the tanks
We are the D-Day Dodgers,

The boys whom D-Day dodged’

NOW FIND OUT WHAT IT WAS REALLY LIKE

The Italian Campaign of 1943-45
was no picnic for the British
Army. A determined enemy and
hostile terrain led to some of
the most bitter fighting of the
Second World War. The National
Army Museum’s latest Special
Exhibition tells the story of this
often overlooked campaign, with
vehicles, artillery pieces, film,
photographs and reconstructions

D-Day Dodgers: The British Army in Italy 1943-45
Until 21 January 1996 10.00am to 5.30pm

NATIONAL

ARMY
MUSEUM

National Army Museum, Royal Hospital Road,
Chelsea, London SW3 (Closed 24-26 Dec,1 Jan)
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The carving at Thieville, deco-
rated with a Union Flag

work prisoners did in their
cells because it is deeply and
lovingly carved and obviously
took a long time.

The farm was occupied by
the Germans at the time but
the landlady lived at the other
end of the building, where the

engraving was found. I cannot
help thinking it is the work of a
man in hiding wanting to
occupy his time, but he cannot
write his real name and uses a
code — “Geofrey” is in inverted
commas.

The first two words (Stev
and Picur?) seem to be a
Christian name and a sur-
name, but are they? I tried
mixing the letters in case it was
an anagram but it doesn’t
work.

Quite a few pilots shot down
in Normandy found a hiding
place before they were taken
south to the Spanish frontier.
The Germans, when they
found Britsh or American
pilots after their plane had
crashed, sent them to PoW
camps in Germany and cer-
tainly did not keep them
detained in a French building.

For me this is our most
exciting find of the war period.
Perhaps a reader can offer a
key to the message. — Mme
Jacqueline Wurmlinger,
Friends of Graffiti,
Fontaine, Normandy.

Trouble in triplicate

ARMY twins were
the subject of specu-
lation by Maj (Retd)
I A D Gordon (let-
ters, October 30).

I have a cutting
from the Daily Mail
of July 28, 1953
with a picture of the
Kirby triplets, of
Stratford, east Lon-
don, who were con-
scripted together,
given consecutive
Service numbers
and, I understand,
gerved in. the
RAOC. Can anyone

remember them?

Imagine the pot-
ential for confusion
if these identical
brothers completed
their two-year obligation
together.

“And just who the (blank)
are you, lad? Kirby 101, Kirby

Training in triplicate: the inseparable Kirby
triplets receive Bren gun instruction after
their National Service call-up. From the
Daily Mail, July 28, 1953

102 or Kirby 103?” The stuff
of which CSMs’ nightmares
are made. — Jim Jacobs,
Fareham, Hants.

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

=

@ 1 (Mechanised) Brigade exercise on Salisbury Plain — Pages 25-27
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Sixties mutineers
cheered for good
old compo rations

ON THE subject of mutinies
(Soldier, Oct 2 and Nov 13), I
experienced one involving
French food in May 1966
while serving as a cook
sergeant at Larzac Training
Area near Montpelier.

There was a “down-tools”

GAELIC
SLOGAN

IN THE feature on The High-
landers’ new badge (Septem-
ber 18) vou include the
comment that the regiment’s
motto, Cuidich’n Righ,
“remains the only Gaelic
slogan used by the Regular
Army”.

This is not so. The Royal
Irish Regiment also has a
Gaelic motto, Faugh A Bal-
lagh! (Clear the Way!).

However, The Highlanders’
motto is borne on the cap-
badge and in this respect it is
the sole Gaelic example so car-
ried in the Regular Army. —
Richard Doherty, London-
derry.

and refusal to carry on working
as the advance party for the
camp because the troops were
sick to death of being fed in
French Army messes.

When their pay ran out after
buying their meals in local
cafés they had had enough.
The advance party officer had
to contact Rhine Army HQ,
who had to persuade the
French authorities to allow us
to have the facilities to feed
ourselves.

Apparently our local cater-
ing contracts were not due to
start for some time.

An example to follow

I READ with interest that
£600,000 is to be given by a
Korean conglomerate to the
British Korean Veterans’ Asso-
ciation. Can we hope this will
herald a new age where coun-
tries will wish to make a contri-
bution to welfare funds, now
that they have had time to
reflect on the sacrifices we
made and the benefits they

As cook sergeant I was given
a dining room and allowed to
set up a field kitchen and use
the reserve composite rations
to feed the troops

When I opened the dining
room doors for the first meal a
terrific cheer went up from 150
or so soldiers — the first time I
have ever heard a cheer for
good old compo.

To my knowledge no disci-
plinary action was taken
against our mutineers. — Ken
Wilson (former ACC Cook
Sgt, 31 Fld Amb RAMC,
Dortmund), Leicester.

consequently received?

It would indeed be a gra-
cious act if a Middle Eastern
state were to acknowledge in
this way our presence on the
Suez Canal, when we kept
open an international water-
way and provided stability to
the whole of that volatile area.
— Harry Whitehead, Keigh-
ley, W Yorks.

Who will
keep up
these

graves?

IN RECENT editions of Sol-
dier there have been items on
renovating and repairing war
memorials, but what of our
military graves’ headstones?

One of my interests is the
architecture of the surviving
Saxon churches and during my
travels I come across British
Armed Forces and Merchant
Navy graves as well as those of
Commonwealth personnel
who died in Britain in the two
world wars.

They are not like the horren-
dous war cemeteries across
Europe. Sometimes there are
ten or more graves and in some
churchyards only one.

I have yet to find one to com-
plain about and this year noted
that many had a Royal British
Legion cross and poppy from
Remembrance Sunday 1994.

You reported last year on the
cuts in funding for the Com-
monwealth War Graves Com-
mission. Who will continue to
maintain these graves and is
money available? - SMI Kevin
Hyland, London Irish Rifles
Cadet Company, Duke of
York’s HQ, Chelsea.

Tank trap

YOU referred to “AMX 10
light tanks from the 1st Caval-
ry Regiment of the French
Foreign Legion” (October 2).

There are two vehicles des-
ignated AMX-10. One is the
GIAT AMX-10 P, which is an
MICV and wusually carries
eight infantrymen or a variety
of weapon systems such as
HOT anti-tank missiles.

The other is a six-wheel
vehicle, the AMX-10 RC,
which is equipped with skid-
steering and armed with a 105
mm gun, and which is — to use
the original term - a heavy
armoured car.

Neither is a “tank”, light or
otherwise. — R C Wadding-
ton, Bewdley, Worcs.
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CLEAR THE WAY

BY DAVID ROWLANDS
AN EXCLUSIVE LIMITED EDITION OFFER OF ONLY 800 PRINTS INTERNATIONALLY

This dramatic limited ¢dition signed
print entitled ‘Clear the Way’ has
been produced by David Rowlands,
the first war artist to be invited

to Bosma.

[t presents an historic record of

| the conflict and

| is a tribute to the
unceasing work
of the Royal

Engineers, who

I~ , have kept open
David K hundreds of
miles of perilous mountain
roads in central Bosnia, and the
Royal Logistic Corps. David
Rowlands, one of today’s finest
and most accurate Military

Artists, has won many

commissions from the British S

Army and Royal favour.

This atmospheric masterpiece is

now internationally

available. A - e . S USNES————

‘CLEAR THE WAY’, BOSNIA
SUPPLIED SIGNED, NUMBERED, FRAMED AND MOUNTED,
AS SHOWN. OVERALL SIZE, 23Xx30 INCHES.

SARRIR

=
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andsborough

MILITARY ART

Only eight hundred of these
Limited Edition Prints,

53

produced to the highest
print publishing

standards, will be

available; each ready

for delivery to your i e S

door, mounted,

signed and numbered in A donation to the Army
Benevolent Fund will be

a luxurious gilt frame. made for every picturc il

Op. Granby, 22 SAS Gulf War, Gornji Vakuf, Siege of Gibraltar, Salamanca, Waterloo, D-Day etc;
are just a few David Rowlands Military Prints that are now available internationally from Landsborough Military Art. For a full pictorial
list and colour brochurc of David Rowlands Limited Edition Military Prints, send a stamped addressed envelope to:
Landsborough Military Art
15 Hughenden Road, Clifton, Bristol, England BS8 2TT

I hereby apply for: ‘Clear the Way’ priced at £160 plus £10 p&p | Ienclose a Cheque/PO for £ payable to: Landsborough Military Art
it 2ot b i 15 Hughenden Road, Clifton, Bristol, England, BS8 2TT.
Name

? s Please allow 28 days for delivery from our receipt of your order.
Address _

If you are not delighted with your picture, you
may return it in good condition within 21
) vty andsborough

days and receive a full refund. MILITARY ART

Post/Area C




Welsh invade North

THE changing role of the
modern Army was highlighted
at the annual camp for 160
(Wales) Brigade.

Involved were North Wales-
based 3rd Battalion, The
Royal Welch Fusiliers, the 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Regi-
ment of Wales, from the south
of the Principality and, for
good measure, members of
Shropshire-based 1st Battal-
ion, Welsh Guards to repre-
sent some opposition.

“Until fairly recently, our
brigade camp would have con-
sisted of one of the battalions
being in a static position and
the other battalion attacking
it,” said Lt Col Nick Beard,
CO 3 RWE.

“This time, we were
involved in a wvery realistic
exercise — Western Dragon —
given added spice because it is
exactly what our Regular 1st
Barttalion was facing up to
recently in the former
Yugoslavia.”

During the second
week, the two battal-
ions operated in the
vast Kielder Forest,
tasked to protect a
United Nations
humanitarian aid
supply route.

Blocking their
path was a militia
army, in the shape of
the Welsh Guards-
men, which had a
vested interest in
stemming the flow of
aid.

The impenetrable
forests of the Kield-
er, with single track
mud and shale roads
criss-crossing each
other — difficult enough in
normal conditions - proved a
problem for the Welsh volun-
teers when heavy rain threat-
ened to wash away track
edges.

Long grass camouflaged
drainage ditches at the road-
side, and the heavy recovery
vehicle from Swansea-based
223 Squadron, 157 Transport
Regiment RLC, was soon
busily engaged in extricating
bogged-in vehicles.

Just as in Bosnia, a vital task

e

Rugby team line-up are (back row, from left) Pte Mike Quinn,
Cpl Roger Jones, LCpl Nick Morris, Pte Richard Jones;
(front) LCpl Robert Rees, Pte Kevin Lewis, Pte David John
and Cpl Nigel Pollard. Kevin Lewis, David John and Richard
Jones, who play for the Seven Sisters club, have helped turn
2 RRW into one of the best rugby teams in the TA

s 4 : o £ S
Sgt Keith McBurney, 3 RWF, explains arcs of fire for the general pur-
pose machine-gun in support fire role to Cpl John Hough at Otterburn

was strengthening the roads,
and particularly bridges,
enabling the heavy vehicles of
the convoys to pass in safety.

Once the two routes, with 2
RRW just below Kielder
Reservoir and 3 RWF further
south, had been established,
the engineers from Midlands-
based 107 Field Squadron, 75
Regiment RE were quickly in
action, building medium and
heavy girder bridges over
swollen streams.

The camp was a “valuable

Preventing Lt Stewart Stirling, 2 RRW, the
first convoy leader to be stopped by an

e
B : AES

culmination” of the training
year, said Lt Col Martin
Davies, CO 2 RRW.

“We practised our ambush
and convoy drills and posting
of sentries, and the Kielder
exercise put into practice what
we learned during our first
week battalion phase.”

There was a fine balance to
make between exercising real-
istically and keeping the
troops occupied, he added. “If
it were for real, such as in
Bosnia-Hercegovina, it would

“enemy” roadblock in the exercise, from
making any further progress are (left)
Gdsmn Lee Farrar and Gdsmn Tim Wilcox,
both from 1st Battalion, Welsh Guards

be over a protracted period,
but as we only had a short
time, there was the require-
ment to get a lot of points into
the exercise.”

“Next year, 2 RRW takes on
a new role within NATO’s
Allied Command Europe
Rapid Reaction Corps
(ARRC), so this sort of exer-
cise, particularly within the
scenario of the role the Army
is carrying out now, is very
important,” said Lt Col
Davies.

Pictures: Doug McArthur




From Salut, monthly magazine
of the South African Defence
Force: “We are not the only force
preparing for the new century,
adapting to the new strategic
environment or providing ade-
quate defence capabilities with
ever diminishing resources.

“There are apparently many
other military forces which are
‘down-sizing’, ‘right-sizing’, ratio-
nalising, integrating or re-structur-
ing; we have much to learn from
such experiences.

“ We, the SANDF, on the other
hand, have our own peculiar set
of circumstances and have been
pleasantly surprised by the inter-
est generated by our approach
towards transition and transfor-
mation.

“After some 25 to 30 years of

virtual isolation we
are now consid-
ered to be a full and
equal member of
the international
military community.

“It is comforting
to learn that there
is genuine interest
in and concern for
our problems and
an overwhelming
willingness on the
part of fellow sol-
diers to assist us in finding solu-
tions.” - Maj Gen Marius
Oelschig, SANDF.

ok B

From Army newspaper (Aus-
tralia): A more rational pay struc-
ture for other ranks in the
Australian Defence Forces was

on what other armies’
journals are saying

being introduced
on November 30
after the first major
review since 1981.
TR S X

From Army,
monthly profes-
sional journal

(USA): A Fort
Bragg military free-
fall instructor has
set a new world
record for the most
parachute jumps in
a 24-hour period. CWO Jay
Stokes jumped 331 times to beat
the previous record of 301.
e @ @

From An Cosantoir Review
1995, Irish Defence Forces:
“The traditional argument that
women are the weaker sex physi-

cally, and as such incapable of
performing the more robust tasks
normally assigned to male sol-
diers, is no longer sustainable in
general terms.

“For one thing it fails to take due
cognisance of the technological
advances that have taken place in
modern weapons systems.

“. ;. The admission of women to
combat support roles comes
close to .«de facto acceptance of
women in combat.” - Capt
Michael Dillon.

e ade L

“Graffiti for the day: An innuendo
is not an ltalian suppository”. —
Quoted by Father Colm Savage
as a footnote to a column on
tending the sick in Connect, the
newsletter of the Irish defence
community.

SOLDIER

to Soldier

Museum plea
for missing
history

THE Army Physical Training
Corps Museum in Aldershot is
asking for details of the corps’
post-Second World War years to
be submitted urgently, for inclu-
sion in new displays.

As part of recent improvements,
the museum has produced six
exhibition boards, funded by the
corps association’s old and bold.

Text and photographs on the
boards cover the APTC’s history
from its foundation in 1860 as the
Army Gymnastic staff to 1945.

Joint curators Lt Col (Retd) Alec
Forbes and former QMSI Jim
Pearson are anxious for contribu-
tions from corps members who
served during the past 50 years.

They particularly want details of
life in the Palestine Canal Zone,
Korea, Aden, the Falklands, the
Gulf, and former Yugoslavia. Pho-
tographs are essential.

They also want to hear about

o —o-

Joint APTC Museum curators Lt Col (Retd) Alec Forbes (left) and

%)

AT NS

former QMSI Jim Pearson with one of the current exhibition boards

involvement in producing new
physical tests such as Battle PE
and the early days of adventurous
and remedial training.
Memorabilia on major sporting
achievements, facts on redundan-
cy (1959 and recently), Royal
Tournament displays and “on
parade” occasions are other
topics they would like to cover.
Items will be returned if request-
ed, and, if not used on the boards,
will be displayed elsewhere in the
museum. Further details from the
APTC Museum, Queen’s Avenue,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2LB.

European
Insurance Direct

AND THINK, ARe You GETTING THE BEST DEAL

ON YOUR CAR INSURANCE?

WE OFFER COMPETITIVE PREMIUMS FOR
PEOPLE IN THE ARMED FORCES WITH :

IMMEDIATE QUALITY COVER AVAILABLE

CLAIMS SERVICE SECOND TO NONE

PROTECTED N

INTRODUCTORY DISCOUNTS

CREDIT FACILITIES

COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND

IMS BONUS AT NO EXTRA CHARGE

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PHONE THE QUOTELINE ON :

01606 331848 (UK) +44 1606 331848 (Overseas)
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Manchester VC
given to the city

THE George Stringer VC group of
medals, including his Victoria
Cross and Serbian Gold Medal,
are to go on permanent display in
the Museum of the Manchesters.

Lt Col Clive Hodges, command-
ing officer 1 Kings, and the Regi-
mental Colonel, Brig Jeremy
Gaskell, made the presentation to
the city on November 10.

Pte George Stringer won his VC
in Mesopotamia on March 8, 1916
while serving with the 1st Battal-
ion, The Manchester Regiment.

He saved the flank of his battal-
ion by holding his ground single-
handed when a captured Turkish
position at El Sinn was subjected
to a heavy counter-attack.

Recruiting staff from Devon and Cornwall line up with Lt Col David

Rowe, DCRLS (South West) (back row, third left)

Recruiters’ challenge

PUPILS from 20 schools in Devon
and Cornwall descended on HMS
Raleigh in Cornwall on two con-
secutive days to take part in a
competition organised by Exeter-
based Army Schools Liaison Offi-
cer Maj Alistair Harvey RA.

Aim of the programme, in which
recruiting staff from both counties
were involved, was to give teach-
ers and children an idea of life in
the Army.

The ten events in the competi-
tion, which included command
tasks and “grenade” throwing,

were organised in such a way that
the team captains had to show
leadership qualities, and team
members were tested both men-
tally and physically.

It was also an ideal opportunity
for the recruiting staff allocated to
each group of two or three schools
to talk to pupils and teachers
about Army careers.

Soldiers and officers from 29
Cdo Regt RA, 1 D and D Army
Youth Team, 4 D and D, 6 LI and
211 (Wessex) Fd Hosp helped to
keep the event running smoothly.

Picture: Mike Perring
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Queen’s Own Royal West Kent

Regiment (London Branch):
Christmas party, December 10, at
Victory Services Club, Seymour
Street, London. Details from Brian
Kemp, Woldcroft, 8 Hornchurch
Hill, Whyteleafe, Surrey CR3 0DA
(tel 0181-660 4392).

1996
16 Signal Regiment: Anyone
who served in the regiment in the
1960s is asked to contact Chris
Bartlett who is arranging a
reunion. SAE for details to 45
Whitehouse Road, Leigh on Sea,
Essex SS9 5SR.

28/143 Battery (Tombs’s Troop)
RA: Anniversary reunion weekend
to mark the formation of 28 Battery
will take place March 1-2. Former
members of 28 or 143 Btys wish-
ing to attend should contact the
Battery Captain, 28/143 Battery
(Tombs's Troop), 19 Regiment
Royal Artillery, Kirklee Barracks,
Colchester, Essex CO7 2UJ (tel
01206 783020).

Task Force Bravo Signal Troop
1978-81 (Hohne Garrison):
Reunion planned at Union Jack
Club, London, on April 27. Contact
Sgt Graham Perch, 28 CTT, Fox
Barracks, Liverpool Road,
Chester CH2 4BU (tel military

(755) 2749; civ 01244 352749),

46 Talavera Battery RA/HQ Bat-
tery, 32 Regt RA: Reunion July 27
at Larkhill to coincide with the
anniversary of the Battle of Talav-
era. Details from WO2 (BSM) D
Hill, 46 Talavera Bty RA, Roberts
Barracks, Larkhill, Salisbury, Wilts
SP4 8QU (tel 01980 675752).

Cornwall School, Dortmund:
Reunion arranged for July. Details
from Sharon Selman (née
Stephenson) on 01622 743100.

RE Rowing Club: The 150th
anniversary of the club will be

RIEFINGS

Commercial success

Maj Charles Page of the Directorate of Army
Recruiting (centre) pictured at the GLR radio stu-
dios in London, where he accepted an award for
advertisement of the week from the station’s
Dave McGrath (right).

On the left are Belinda Huckle and Jeremy
Pyne of Saatchi and Saatchi who devised the
television recruiting commercial for the Royal
| Military Academy Sandhurst. In tandem with a

newspaper campaign, it is aimed at attracting
@l 705 more entrants to Sandhurst. Also in the pic-

| ture is GLR presenter Fiona Glover. The advert,
filmed in Kenya and shown on ITV and Channel

4, will be repeated in January.

marked by a reunion lunch on July
5 at Henley Royal Regatta. For
further details, contact Lt Col J M
Heron, 73 Engineer Regiment (V),
T A Centre, Wigman Road, Bilbor-
ough, Nottingham NG8 3HY (tel
0115 9293924 or 9291477).

Stalag XIB PoWs/7th Armd Div:
Reunion planned at Fallingbostel
in September to coincide with a
drive by the Military Vehicle Trust
to retrace the route taken by 7th
Armoured Division in the Second
World War. Details from
24538669, LCpl A L Hone, Rat
Re-trace, 16 Tank Transporter
Squadron RLC, BFPO 38.

Until January 21: D-Day Dodgers
exhibition, British Army in [taly
1943-45, National Army Museum,
Chelsea.

1996

February

28: Dedication service for those
killed in the Gulf War, St Paul's
Cathedral.

May

11-12: Army centenary interna-
tional military culinary competi-
tion and open day, St Omer
Barracks, Aldershot, 1000.
June

5-6: Floodlit Beating Retreat by
massed bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards, 2130.
15: Queen’s Birthday Parade,
Horse Guards. Colour trooped by
11G (rehearsals June 1 and 8).
July

9-20: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court.

® 7o include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

Ex-pupils 1983-88 of Queens-
Windsor School, Rheindahlen
sought for reunion. If you knew
Rachel Tucker (née Aylen), Susan
Gallagher, Niki Duncan, Rachel
Reed, Zoe Simpson (née Pybus)
or Anita Gebbles, please contact
Susan on 01737 210568 or
Rachel Tucker on 01621 785174.

129 (Dragon) Battery RA: The
battery, believed to be the only
one in the Royal Regiment not to
have a commemorative painting,
is seeking donations from ex-

Brigadier: M J Lance — To MoD,
Oct 30.

Colonels: R | Talbot — To HQ
UNFICYP, Nov 2; KMcG Stephens
— To DKMH, Nov 1; J G W Fegget-
ter — To HQ AMS TA, Nov 25.

Lt Cols: J M Heron RE - To be
CO 73 Engr Regt, Oct 23; J P R
Hinton RA — To BMM Kuwait, Oct
24; C H Jackman RLC — To BAD
Longtown, Oct 23; G D Lilley RLC
— To MoD, Oct 23; R G Medley
RLC — To DBDHQ, Oct 23; AK M
Miller, A and SH — To CATC, Oct
23; E J Tomlinson REME — To RA
Ranges Hebrides, Oct 23.

b Y b

J A Athill RGJ — To BMM Kuwait,
Oct 30; T G Inshaw, R Signals — To
be CO 9 Sig Regt (Radio), Nov 2; P
C Marsh RE - To be CO 64 CRE,
Oct 30; M C McCabe RE — To HQ
Land Command, Oct 31; S W G
Suchanek KRH — To be CO Armd
Trials and Dev Unit, Nov 1; G J
Whitty RE — To HQ Land Com-
mand, Oct 30; Bijaykumar Rawat
RGR - To be CO 3 RGR, Oct 30.

Retirements

Brigadiers: R McC Jones, late
REME, Nov 1; R H T Kirby, late
RAOC, Nov 1; L J R Nash, late
9/12 L, Nov 1; M S Rutter-Jerome,

members to rectify this. Cheques
payable to “CBA 40th Regt RA”
should be sent to The Battery
Captain, 129 (Dragon) Battery
RA, 40th Regiment RA, BFPO 30.

New branch of the British Korean
Veterans’ Association meets at
the Royal British Legion, Virginia
Water, second Sunday of every
month. Details from secretary
Terry Adkins on 01483 768791 or
Ted Beevor on 0181-841 2775.

Korean veterans are asked to

late RA, Nov 1; D B W Webb-
Carter, late 1G, Nov 5; J G
Williams, late LI, Nov 1.

Colonels: A G Platt, late REME,
Oct 24; B A C Duncan, late RTR,
Nov 6; M F Gibson, late RS, Nov 4;
J C Gunnell, late RRF, Nov 1;C M
Joint, late PWRR, Nov 1; M H Kef-
ford, late 7 GR, Nov 1; G Kerr, late
RA, Nov 1; G M Mansell-Ward, late
RLC, Nov 1;J C H Moorhouse, late
RE, Nov 1; C McA Pyman, late
Scots DG, Nov 1; J N G Starmer-
Smith, late RA, Nov 1; J M Weath-
erly, late RLC, Nov 1; M D Webb,
late AAC, Nov 1.

recall a burial at sea from a troop-
ship on the Korea run in about
1953. Does the name Cpl A H
Maskell and the circumstances of
his death come to mind, and
where on the route did the burial
take place? To which regiment did
he belong? Replies to R Barker, R
Signals (V), T A Centre, 28 Bed-
ford Road, Kempston, Beds MK42
8AJ (tel 01234 262451).

Contact sought with anyone who
knew the late Jock Anderson,
Australian Army, 2/7th Bn, at E351
Heinrichsthal, Czechoslovakia
1942-45. He was a PoW and the
only Australian in E351, which was
a small working party from Stalag
VIIIB. Contact his son-in-law, John
Ram, in Australia c/o 57 Norwich
Close, Lichfield, Staffs WS13 7SJ.

John and Ann Charge, at one time
stationed in Inverness, Scotland,
are asked to contact Mrs Julie
Beverley, 18 Birch Grove,
Townville, Castleford, West York-
shire, who has lost their address.

S Davis, 16 Peddar’s Close,
Ixworth, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk
IP31 2HA, wishes to contact
Linden Milne.
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VIDEOS/MUSIC/BOOKS

VJ events
on screen

THIS YEAR'S poignant and mem-
orable events in London marking
the 50th anniversary of VJ Day can
now be seen again in a two-hour
video being sold for charity.
Coverage includes the Service
of Remembrance and Commit-
ment at Buckingham Palace; the
veterans’ march-past and Tribute

and Promise pro-
cession; the royal m
visit to the Veterans’

Centre; fly-pasts and fireworks;
Beating Retreat on Horseguards
Parade; and Sunset Ceremony at
the Palace.

Evolutions Television, commis-
sioned by the Ministry of Defence
to make the video, is retailing it at
£9.99 (including p and p) with all
proceeds going to Tribute and
Promise, the umbrella charity ben-
efiting many organisations involved
in caring for the wartime genera-
tion.

Cheques made payable to “Evo-
lutions VJ Account” should be for-
warded to PO Box 2201, London
W1A 1UZ

Other videos on release include:
The Great War. Four more videos
in this series: Vol 3, Breaking the
Stalemate, featuring 70 minutes of
film of lesser-known conflicts; Vol
4, The Tide Turns, telling how the
Americans tipped the balance; Vol
5, Revolution, with 92 minutes of
film on the war in 1917 and early
1918; and finally, Vol 6, Victory
Without Peace, showing how the
Germans came close to winning in
1918. DD Video, £12.99 each.

The Vietnam War: Vol 2, The Elu-
sive Enemy. Viet Cong strategy
and tactics and American efforts to
combat them. DD Video, £12.99.

Spies — Scandals of the Cold
War. True stories of KGB opera-
tions in Britain, with archive
footage, interviews and reconstruc-
tions. DD Video, 64 min, £12.99.

Spies at War. Allied intelligence
operations against the Nazis told
through archive footage and recon-
structions. DD Video, 86 min, £12.99.

Crusade in the Pacific. Comple-
tion of a trilogy on the land, sea and
air operations. Vol 2, New Guinea
to the Marianas and Vol 3,
Bloody Nose Ridge to the Fall of
Japan, each with almost three-
and-a-half hours of authentic
footage. DD Video, £14.99 each.

® Military video specialists DD
Video have released their 1995-96
winter catalogue. For a free copy
contact DD Video at 5 Churchill
Court, 58 Station Road, North
Harrow, Middlesex HA2 7SA (tel:
0181-863 8819). Add £1 p & p for
each video ordered direct from
makers.
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JUST ONE more disc for the year
of celebrations for VE and VJ
days - and unlike the two
reviewed recently we do have
Dame Vera tunes, barrack-room
ballads, and Lili Marlene.

The Canadians fought mainly in
Europe so the music reflects their
personal memories of the Second
World War. And being the Canadi-

Past and the Airman’s Prayer.

an Forces’ band, tribute is paid to all three Ser-
vices. All the arrangements are very effective and
begin with an Air Force Overture which intro-
duces bits of the Dam Busters March, RAF March

A Vera Lynn Medley oddly includes the Gracie
Fields song, Wish Me Luck As You Wave Me

Airs and Gracie’s

Canada Remembers. Central
Band of the Canadian Forces. Con-
ductor: Maj D Bouchard. Band-
leader BNA 5105, Sound & Picture
Co, PO Box 177, Dorking, Surrey
RHS 5FE. CD £12, cassette £7.60.

Music/Rodney Bashford

the fore, and the marches Je Me Souviens,
Canada Overseas, and Athene.

An overture The Seven Seas pays tribute to the
sailors with mention of nine tunes of maritime
significance and leads to a solemn finale of Night-
fall in Camp, three hymn tunes, God Save The
Queen, and O Canada.

Goodbye, but maybe she did sing
it during my enforced absence as
a guest of A Hitler Esq.

Bless ‘em All medley has
eight tunes and Normandy Land-
ing medley has no fewer than 15,
many of whicH are British regi-
mental marches. Salute to the Big
Bands includes five tunes popu-
lar at the time, with Glenn Miller to

He crosse

hell-hole
and lived

FOLLOWING the
fundamental rule
that a good intro is
essential if

The Worst Desert on
Earth by Charles Black-
more. John Murray, £16.99.

Military College of
Science at Shriven-
ham, that drove
him to find a desert

reader’s interest is
to be held, Charles Black-
more’s opening chapter is
absolutely compelling.

Not for him a chronological
start across one of the earth’s
largest and worst hell-holes —
although this follows as it must
— but a description of the death
of his party’s largest camel
after 700 miles and two
months of trekking across a
dead, dangerous and unknown
Chinese desert area.

It is gripping, emotional stuff
and the sight of the camel
being killed in ritualistic fash-
ion because it was too injured
to carry on had a tremendous
effect upon him.

He wanted to end the
animal’s suffering immediate-
ly, but the camel handlers said
no. It had to be done at dawn,
with a knife and facing Mecca.

A recently retired Royal
Green Jackets major and an
admirer of T E Lawrence and
Wilfred Thesiger among other
famous explorers and adventur-
ers, he once spent two months
re-tracing Lawrence’s routes
around the Arabian deserts.

It was these factors, and what
he describes as the boredom of
a year-long course at the Royal

which, so far as he
knew, had never been crossed.

He found it in the College
library in an atlas showing a
blank, oval-shaped space. It
was the Taklamakan, which
translates as: “Go in and you
won’t come out”.

It met his needs precisely: an
adventure to push him to the
limit, but demanding expert
planning to ensure success.

This is his epic story with
stunning photographs. And an
excellent account it is, too. — JM

Arnhem 1944: The Airborne
Battle by Martin Middlebrook.
Now in paperback, the historian’s
masterly swan-song, commended
by Gen Sir John Hackett as “with-
out gquestion the best book on the
Market Garden operation”. Pen-
guin, £9.99.

Modern Tanks, text by Chris Foss.
Detailed pocket reference book on
the latest military vehicles, worl-
wide. Collins Gem / Janes, paper-
back, £3.99. Also Aircraft of World
War ll, Collins Gem /Janes, £3.99.

The Great Commanders by Phil
Grabsky. Paperback reissue of the
TV series companion. Boxtree,
£12.99.

Polished

stories

In At The Finish by J G Smith.
Minerva Press, paperback, £7.99.

EX-TROOPER Smith ] G,
14435355 — “Smudger” to his
pals in C Squadron, 141 Regi-
ment RAC (The Buffs) — spins
some good yarns in his memoirs
of the last 11 months of the
Second World War.

His recollections of the events
of 50 years ago are written, stac-
cato-style, as cameos. Almost
every paragraph is a complete
story in itself,

He has recorded his memo-
ries from July 1944 to May
1945 of a five-man tank crew’s
war from Normandy to Ger-
many.

And good reading they make,
particularly if you have been
inside a Churchill, especially the
flame-thrower version, a
Cromwell or Sherman.

One of his longer stories —
about 300 words — concerns the
new colonel who, on introduc-
ing himself to the regiment, said
he was a professional soldier but
did not necessarily believe in
spit and polish. “Bullshit,” he
called it.

But Smudger and his pals
soon realised the officer’s ideas
of this basic Army requirement
did not coincide with theirs.
Among other things, he wanted
all grease nipples to be polished
and all surfaces free of dust.

However, “Smudger” and his
mates survived — despite the
combined demands of the
colonel and the enemy. - JM

Pre-Christmas review
section in next issue



These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 625, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by December 15.
Do not include anything

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

else in your envelope.
More than one entry can
be submitted but photo-
copies cannot be accepted.
The first correct entries
drawn will be the winners.
No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the winner
of the £50 first prize and
two runners-up (awarded
book prizes) will be
announced in the
January 22, 1996 issue.

Name : (Give rank or title)

Address :

Competition 622: Congratulations to Spr Elton, of 3 Tp, 48
Fd Sqn (Air Sp), 39 Engr Regt, Waterbeach Barracks, Cam-
bridgeshire, who wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-up
Mr Dennis Thewlis, of Kendal, Cumbria, and Mr Harold
Tomlinson, of Halifax, W Yorks.

G

Christmas Shopping. ..

Without leaving the comfort of your own home!
o SOLDIER magazine for a friend/relative
and save money!

§ Solve the problem of what to give the person who has everything. Buy an annual subscription for
a friend /relative at the special price of only £20.00 (normal price £23.00) (BFPO offer rate £12.00 -

Complete the coupon below and return to SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11
2DU by Friday December 15 1995.
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NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept
PO Box 573,
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

BREAKAWAY |
 SURVIVAL SCHOOL

Breakaway weekends and 5 day courses, :
palso management initiative, motivation ¢
and team building courses. Come and §
penjoy the unspoilt beauty of the very ¢
 scenic area head of the Neath Valley, §
south of Brecon Beacons. And come 4
P back to nature under first class instruc- 4
tion. Organised groups are welcome.

MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces:
established in 1984

A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career
consultant. Past clients include men and
women of all ranks from every part of the
Army.
Why not write or telephone for full details to:

Anthony Jacques,

66 High View Road,

Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU
Tel: 01483 823766

Contact: Mick Tyler,
17 Hugh Thomas Ave.,
Holmer Hereford HR4 9RB.
Tel: 0432 267097

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List
free on request

MemoFile Military Systems
CHURCH HOUSE
CHURCH STREET
LONDON EI5 3JA

MILITARY

Telephone: 0181-534 3851
Fax: 0181-555 7567

Systems

OLD SWINFORD

STOURBRIDGE

y Grant
F(ilg;‘(lfd Maintained
N since 1989
SR : e SR SRR

A TRADITIONAL BOYS' BOARDING SCHOOL
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND
EXTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITY

ENTRY AT 11, 13 AND 6TH FORM

@ Highly placed in National League Tables

@ Wide range of sports and activities

@ Excellent Boarding Accommodation

@ Modern Electronics, Technology and Computer Centres
@ Scholarships available

@ Close Proximity to Motorway, Rail Network and Airport

If you would like us to send you a prospectus,
or wish to visit the school, please phone or write to

The Admissions Secretary
OLD SWINFORD SCHOOL
Stourbridge, West Midlands. DY8 1QX
Tel: (01384) 370025 Fax: (01384) 441686

A REGISTERED CHARITY WHICH EXISTS TO PROVIDE EDUCATION FOR BOYS
- iz S
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ST. DUNSTAN’S ABBEY

PLYMOUTH

Day and Boarding School for Girls
4-18 years

Termly. weekly and occasional boarding in

newly refurbished single study bedrooms.

The school has a long tradition of providing education
for children of forces families

For further information write to
St. Dunstan’s Abbey School,
North Road West, Plymouth PL1 5DH.
Tel: 01752 663998 Fax: 01752 260106
Reg Charity no 306736

, QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL

DUNBLANE
PERTHSHIRE FK15 0JY

CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING SCHOOL
STABLE, UNINTERRUPTED EDUCATION FOR
270 PUPILS AGED 11 - 18 YEARS TERMLY FEES £150
ELIGIBILITY EXTENDED TO INCLUDE:CHILDREN OF ALL SERVING
PERSONNEL (INCLUDING OFFICERS) WHO ARE SERVING OR HAVE
SERVED IN SCOTLAND(SCOTTISH NATIONALITY NO LONGER A
REQUIREMENT)

PASTORAL AND CURRICULAR
PASTORAL CARE TAKES A HIGH PRIORITY WITH CAREERS GUIDANCE,
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION WIDE CURRICULUM FOLLOWING
THE SCOTTISH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM FULL PROGRAMME OF SPORTING,
CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

FOR PROSPECTUS AND FURTHER INFORMATION
WRITE TO OR TELEPHONE THE HEADMASTER OR BURSAR:

Postal G aming!

Did you know that you can play strategic
fantasy wargames and many other game types
* by mail against groups of
opponents from all over the UK and the world?

You can!

All games are run and reports/maps printed
by our computers. You DO NOT need a
computer to play! Just a pen and your wits!

It's a challenging and inexpensive hobby
which thousands of people are taking part in!

To try out one of our fantasy postal wargames
for FREE write to us at the address below!
We will give you the full rules for any one

of our games and a WHOLE MONTH

of play for free! After this, most games only

cost you £2.00 every fortnight if
- you choose to continue.

JUST WRITE TO:

MADHOUSE (Soldier Offer)

13 Marchmont Green, Hemel Hempstead,
Herts. HP2 SBB. ENGLAND.

State yonr name and address and we'll forward
you an information pack and details of the games
you can use this offer to start in FOR FREE!
We'll also send you a free copy of our

latest News 'Zine.




SOLDIER MART
VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

T{ES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £8.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £10.00
CHINDITS £8.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50
BELT BUCKLES WITH REGIMENTAL
BADGE £3.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All s include p&p
THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,

Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone 01706 846648

ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

Please mention SOLDIER when
s replying to advertisements

* DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Embroidery &
Insignia Ltd.,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

Intimate Gifts for Lovers and Friends
by Mail Order Video

To view our full range of Silk Lingerie/Underwear. Ladies /Gents Leather
fashion and underwear. P.V.C. range.
Velvet and Satins, bedding. Fun gifts and many more.

Please send cheques for £4.89 payable to
Sassie, PO Box 33 ,Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 6BF.

Your video copy will be sent within seven days.

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments - Free original 24+

printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\

BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

ENAMELLED - min. 100

BLAZER BADGES - min. 5

TIES — Woven - min. 50

Printed - min. 36

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

SPORTS BAGS - min. 50

GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure

E -gn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN
MOTIFS

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

YOUR OWN DESIGN

T-SHIRTS

SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS
+ LOTS MORE o

If you find the some garment cheaper
we will refund the
difference.
PROMOTIONAL MARKETING Co.
A5 & B6 Guy Motors Industrial Pork
Park Lane, Wolverhampton WV 10 9QF.

Telephone: (01902) 724421

GENUINE FORCES KIT
SAS SMOCKS, PARA SMOCKS,

SLEEPING BAGS
MILITARY SLEEPING BAGS

“MARCH IN - KIT OUT”

COMBAT JACKETS , SNUGPAK SOFTIE MIL. BAGS
DENISON SMOCKS, GORE-TEX BOOT S l I- V E R M A N : S BUFFALO SLEEPING BAGS
~ v LINERS = DRY Britain’s Leading Suppliers of Kit to the Professionals GERMAN ARMY SL/ BAGS
DPM TROPICAL KIT, PTI KIT,
WARM FEET “PHONE FOR FREE JSA ARCTIC SL/BAGS
RON HILL KIT, PONCHOS, :
HELLY HANSEN, BETA LIGHTS QN £14.99 CATALOGUE FULL OF SURVIVAL BAGS BIVI BAGS
: i ' 7SS " FLEECE LINERS
MAGLITES, COOKERS, GENIERR 8T
COMPASSES, KARRIBINERS, / FOOTWEAR

KNIVES, BERETS,
CWC MILITARY WATCHES

BUFFALO KIT

BUFFALO SHIRTS, JACKETS,
PARKAS EXTREME C/WEATHER,
HOODS, TENT BOOTS, GLOVES,

SNUGPAK, SLEEKA PADDED
JACKETS - EXTREMELY WARM
MANY TYPES OF COLD WEATHER

DANNER BOOTS
ASSAULT BOOTS
BRITTON GO FAST BOOTS
HI TEC MAGNUM BOOTS
LATEST ARMY PRO BOOTS
KSB BOOTS, AKU BOOTS
BERGHAUS BOOTS
JUNGLE BOOTS
DESERT BOOTS
SAFETY BOOTS
MATTERHORN BOOTS

KIT STOCKED

PLCE WEBBING, 58 WEBBING
TACTICAL VESTS, CHEST RIGS,
USA WEBBING, HIPPO PADS

ABSOLUTE BARGAINS

»» MILE END, LONDON EI1 4PS
CALLERS MON-FRI 9.30AM TO 5PM & SUN MORN 10AM TO 1PM

R i g B ASSAULT BOOTS (GO-FAST) £39.99 T
PLOE GORE-TEX BOOT LINERS £14.99 ——t C\(,) EALPCL[E?E
BERGENS + | | GORE-TEX BOOT LINERS EX LONG £24.99 STYLE WATCH "OMPLETE
g oeas g SOCKS CUSHION SOLE £2.99 50 : it v
25 LITRE : MECHANICAL BARGAIN 4IRASNSI
CAPACITY NEW £17.99 S atcdiasll
P&P £2.99 ANY SIZE ORDER UK PROBABLY.
‘ NEW . NEW
ol BESPTXC I 0171 790 5257 free cat; 0171 790 5585 INFO; 0171 790 0900 CREDIT CARD ORDERS 3 LI
WEBBING wn SILVERMAN’S LTD (DEPT S)

) ****STOP PRESS - JUST IN
@ - MATTERHORN ORION GORE-TEX

LINED ALL LEATHER COMBAT
BOOTS £165.00
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HARLEQUIN. THE PROS IN T-SHIRT PRINTING

¢ We supply best-quality brands, in Ts, Sweats, Polos etc
 Qur printing is sharp, accurate, and clearly defined
¢ We give you free help with typesetting and layout
4 \We despatch within 7 to 14 days - NATIONWIDE and OVERSEAS

Tel: 01453 - 860986  Fax: 01453 - 860987

HARLEDUIN DESIGNS, RAGLAN HOUSE, ULEY, DURSLEY, GLOS. GL11 5TB

SUGBBIET T IRY S LS

Er

i =

El‘f&

£4.50 _y

o

WE SUPPLY CURRENT ISSUE “&5* St

’ég?} INSIGNIA TO UNIT PRI's, REGT. MUSEUMS AND ASSOCIATIONS. §
¥ DUE TO INCREASED DEMAND, WE NOW HAVE A MAIL ORDER
SERVICE AVAILABLE

4 Please send SAE for list to.
5 VANGUARD BADGES

MELLOW END o) i) ‘.}% TRADE ENQUIRIES £
MARTYRS LANE " ALSO WELCOME
WOKING GU21 5NJ  § )

%

oot LoueT deIEE

ﬁ“'*ﬂ@i

ﬁ.,

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

GROUP EXPORT
DIVISION

BLACKPOOL ROAD, PRESTON PR2 GBX

@ 01772 793054
F YOU DON' CALL |

PERRYS IT CAN
ONLY COST YOU

s Glving you the complete

B export sale treatment we
take care of all the
paperwork, and the

_ worrles making your export
- .(?EIAW to atatuslm - sale simple and worry free.
3 RS OF MOTORIN CALL US N
__EXPERIENCE & IT SHOWS' RETULRLN THEoc\gL?gom

Y0 PERRYS GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
PRESTON PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:
VAUXHALL [] FORD [ ROVER [] RENAULT ] FIAT &l
vowo [J PRoToN ] NissaN [] TovotA []

NAME___

QR __UNIT_
ADDRESS

AE?ROX DEL DATE REQUIRED
HOME TEL NO.
WORK
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GET
PROMOTION!

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts. We can
replace full size medals and

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges

supply miniatures. A fast efficient

service with the minimum of fuss.
Also a full cleaning and

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,

Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
London E17 6AA
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

mounting service is undertaken
by our master tailor.

THE VETERANS’
MEDAL OFFICE

P.0. Box 1DH, LONDON WIA 1DH.
Telephone: 0171-493 4675 or
Mobile: 0836 746604

REGIMENTS OF THE BRITISH ARMY

Full colour prints plus history and traditions,
battle honours VC winners etc.

Camps O Roval Elsermical And Mecha

Successfully launched
at this year’s Royal
Tournament: Artillery,
7 L Guards, Para, REME,
Engineers, QA’s, Tank
Corps etc. These are
just some of the 200
regiments now avail-
able. An excellent gift
for any occasion -

highly collectable.

For your free colour catalogue please send 10" x 7" SAE to
MILITARY MARKETING, Unit 23, TEC, Maidstone Road,
Grays, Essex RM17 6NF. Telephone 01375 396636

JSOVEREIGN|
UNBEATABLE EE=2
SERVICE

;iﬁﬁ:’i\

) VAUXHALL
MAZDA__|

e German or UK delivery
‘e RHD or LHD programme
e Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

¢ Finance — dm. or Sterling

UK (01980)843333

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR
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 1-Shirt 5
ej\@ﬂq Sweatslhisrts ADVERTISERS
UNIFORMS

Complete Design Screen Print Don’t lose Out thlS ChrlS’[maS
MADE TO MEASURE

There is limited space still available for
the December 11 issue of

Mess Dress P.O.A.

Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00 SOLnlsn magazine.

OR's No.1 Dress £295.00

Officers No.1 Dress ~ £325.00 Book today on

S.B. Blazer £150.00 01252 347352

D.B. Blazer £175.00

Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00 Bl
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00

Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject to V.A T where applicable

: comtact

48Hr or 2 Week Make up A—ONE DES]GNS n ° 0
Michael Jay '}'.ailnl'in;z 55 Brook Street, Chester Pr ", JO Y S ROSES g
P Pl il e AR \ Tel: Chester (0244) 311028 J %3\ N

TEL: 01449 766088  FAX: 01449 766606

2z Someone somewhere is
waiting to hear from you

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address
in the U.K. or N. Ireland.

ORDER EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS

/ﬁ Include your own special message to show that you have your
loved-one in mind.

REPLICA WEAPONRY

il \
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
Bougquet special mixed - 50 flowers £22.50
Bougquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern 30 fiowers £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £17.50
Inis (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern 20 flowers £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS  (Pale Pink) 10"+ 7" long £22.75

THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL

\ LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY /
\1\$ No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter /

Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red

WINSTON BEAR  (Beige. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80

WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80

WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B—Red 14" high £20.50

RUFUS SOUIHREL tGuId Jointed) Green-D/B-L/B-Red-Yellow 11" high £14.75
table

ROCKY BEAH Gold Jointed) D/B-L/B—Red 11"high £14.75

Prices and order forms available upon request
Prices include P&P + VAT
N B. Peak periods — flowers may be used from other sources

VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE
Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:

‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406

PRINTED or Sm@wodewd_

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN o &
AMPLEN ey : ictietsers @l |

BATTLE ORDERS LTD
DEPT EH, 71 Eastbourne Road,

Lower Wllllngdon East Sussex BN20 9NR
Tel: (01323) 485182 Fax: (01323) 487309

FREE

SHIRT {5 : rocev shiars 4
§ * RUGBY SHIRTS /4
i i

; * SWEATERS
U.K. MADE OLIVE NN * BASEBALL CAPS 7

A For free full colour broch d
G RE E N T- S HI RTS ug;;rﬁgngn ffagnu;mﬁcmfﬁ f(ns
HUNDREDS OF

leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:

TEES TOTAL

EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

High Street,Wootton Bassett, ¥ e
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB 3
TEL:(01793) 849888 §
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EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

€ o VOIT

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters — Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports shirts

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys

@ English-made
Shorts Socks & Ties

sweat shirts

® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE

NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

SERVISPRINT
Top Quality Printing
Personal, business and Mess stationery.
Address labels £1.50 per 100. “At Home
Cards’from £33.00 per 100.

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS

AND LOTS MORE! SERVISPRINT,
ALL FROM ODNE SUPPLIER FREEPOST (BH1853),
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of Weyrrlouth DT3 6BR.

our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.

Tel: 01305 835150 Fax:01305834692

Send for our new price list
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 BAP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

WORCESTERSHIRE

also many other items

VISTA SPORTSLTD.

Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.

Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

RED

QUALITY EMBROIDERED CLOTHING

4 T-SHIRTS
4 POLO SHIRTS

4 SWEAT SHIRTS
4 RUGBY SHIRTS

Iterns embroidered to order with your
design, company or battalion colours.

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NGé6 0DE
Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

We are experienced suppliers to the military,
offering a personal and professional service.

Please call for a brochure.

UNIT 2 BECKLEY GARAGE LEATHERHEAD ROAD
GREAT BOOKHAM SURREY KT23 4RQ

01372 L,59262

MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals

supplied and mounted for wear

or display. Send for full list of

miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 OLG
Telephone (01527) 835375
Access/Visa welcome

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -

take out a subscription
now!

Telephone:
01252 347353

DS

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU /
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT /
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH /

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

|/AFTER THE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life
of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions
or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes.
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over
For larger orders please ring for trade -
prices o s

bPLC[AL OI'H:.R BUY 5 TINS AND GET ()?\I I‘Rl !*

E LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED,
Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WSI11 3PU. Tel: 0543 450064 Fax: 0543 279738.

... Boz cans @ £10.50 per can
DA acaiscsssnssssasmssssasnsaisasassinsinsesassasassasassisssasasas Total cost of cans
P&P £2.50 percan ... ..

Address =
TOTAL ENCLOSED. ............

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. SOL 27/11

9 |}
BRUNO )
THE MILITARY BEAR A :
‘Bruno’ is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed 4
in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret 4‘ .
complete with your cap badge. ( ATD
‘Bruno’ is currently available for all regiments and
corps of the British Army (less Gurkha units). L5 e
*Jock” wears TOS : RHF white hackle, Royal Scots tartan patch; A&SH tartan p;uch ¥
Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume. Gordons and KOSB TOS only (No badge
available for Scottish Regts).
ACC Bear available in chef’s whites, ACC beret.
UN Bear, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge.
To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl expiry date) for
£31.00 payable to ‘POSTAL BEARS’, name and address of person to receive bear and
your special message to:
POSTAL BEARS, Dept D., 1/2 Baker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.
24 hour telephone order service (01743) 241962 Fax: (01743) 235079
* Did you know we have a 16-page brochure of gifis available for all occasions.

Phone or write for free brochure % o7
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UNIFORMAL

Civil, Military and Livery Tailors
for Officers, Warrant Officers,
Sergeants and Corporals
MESS DRESS UNIFORMS
and Civilian Clothing
Substantial discounts for bulk purchase.

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps,
please contact us (see below)

Germany: Answerphone (05751) 15087  Fax: (05751) 14889
UK: Tel: (0113) 282 6102 Fax: (0113) 282 1457




SOLDIER MART

@ MICHAEL JAY

Exclusive HAND CUT
For your

TAILORING
MADE TO MEASURE 1&
Uniforms Suits etc
we offer
¥ 14 day Make or
B 48 hr EXPRESS

LOST MEDALS

REPLACED IN RECORD TIMP] H Kezn prices
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE R
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE h_m class fit
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION j?"l.‘ﬂ' quality
RAYMOND D HOLDICH Excellent payment terms
Trafa Igar Square Collectors Centre Local ageni (o measure in most arcas
7 Whitcomb Street Please telephone 01449 ?SSDBSI
London WC2H 7THA

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK. STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 54¥

Tel: 0171-930 1979
0374 133493

D8
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m Regal Tailors s

|t
K Military and Civilian Tailors 2 ¢ &Y
3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Bramiey, Leeds LS13 3H\
o 1

—

We offer the finest in Military and Civil Bespoke

Tailoring, for Officers’ and S.N.C.O.s’.
All garments are made to measure and are fitted
by our Craftsmen.

We use only regimentally approved materials and
all work is carried out on our own premises.
We also carry a full range of accoutrements from
stock.

We offer a discount of bulk orders.

Telephone/fax 0113 2361091

Regal Military Tailors, 3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane,
Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS

- INTEREST FREE CREDIT
* All Accessories Supplied.
Shirts, Bow Ties, Medals
George Boots, Badges, etc.
» For All Your Uniform, Suit

& Blazer Requirements.
Contact:
UK 284-294 Ley St. liford Essex 1G1 4BS

UK TEL: 0181 478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631
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C ﬁristmas %
% Greetings

For just £6.87 inc. VAT you can send your
Christmas greetings to friends and relatives
around the world in a special Christmas
Greetings page to be published in our
December 11 issue.

Simply complete the coupon below and send
it with your cheque/PO in £ sterling to
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

(block capitals please)

Address

PLEASE WRITE YOUR GREETING IN
CAPITAL LETTERS IN THE SPACES
BELOW. MINIMUM COST £6.87 inc. VAT for
20 words, additional words 35p per word
inc VAT

. B
= 3
B f1a
16 o B
— : —
22 23 . 24
25 26 27
28 29 30
P WOIAS @ . coiivniinns £6.87
O s extra words
@ 38p gach: s Sl A
Al e I B s
Cheque/PO payable to “Soldier”
enclosed
Return to: SOLDIER Christmas Greetings,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants
GU11 2DU, England.
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REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4" and should only contain a letter,
and phetograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorly addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

To advertise for a pen pal
send your name, age, brief
description and  interests
together with a cheque/postal
order for £11.75 to the address
below. Remember to include
your full name and address for

replies to be forwarded.
D6

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Lorraine, 30, 5'5", brown eyes and
shoulder length hair. Enjoys films,
socialising, walking and reading. 1
prefer children to animals and am seek-
ing pen pals aged 30-38 with a GSOH.
P545 24095

Sue, 39, 5'2", largish frame. Interests
are varied but enjoys the cinema, dining
out or cosy nights in. Ex army wife
would like to write to soldier aged 38
plus. Genuine letters only. P546 2495

Keren, 22, 5'2", small build, blonde
hair. I enjoy going to the gym, clubs and
having a good time. Seeking pen pals
aged 22-30. P547 2495

Natalie, 25, 5'8", brown hair, blue
eyes and of medium build. I enjoy pubs,
clubs, socialising with friends and
family and having a good laugh. I would
like to hear from someone aged 25-30
Wlth GSOH. P548 . 24095
Lisa, 32, 5'6", with dark brown hair
and brown eyes. Single mum with a six-
year-old daughter. 1 enjoy the
cinema/theatre, swimming, going for
walks, clubbing and most kinds of
music. Seeking genuine male pen pals
aged 32 plus. Photo appreciated. P549

24/95

Kathleen, 31, 5'2", slim build and fair
hair. Enjoys clubs, bars, aerobics and
all good things in life. Seeking guys
aged 25 plus, with GSOH and sense of
adventure. P550 2495

Toni, 21, 5'2", with brown hair and
brown eyes. I have a GSOH and enjoy
socialising, aerobics, swimming and
reading. Seeking pen pals aged 20-30.
P551 2495

John, 21, 6'0", black hair, brown eyes.
T am into keeping fit big time and enjoy
running and karate. My other interests
include going out to pubs, clubs and the
cinema. Seeking pen pals aged 18-26.
P552 24095
Paula, 46, 5'5", slim build with fair
shoulder length hair. Enjoys rock
music, animals, travelling and watching
most sports, particularly football. I
would like to write to someone down to
earth and honest, who can restore my
faith in human nature. P553 2495
Diane, 5'1", shy and fun loving.
Enjoys all types of sport, cinema and
eating out. Experience of army life and
the problems that can arise. Seeking
male pen pal who knows what he wants
in life. P554

46
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Sara, 25, 5'4", brunette, brown eyes,
slim build with GSOH. I enjoy listening
to music, night clubs, meeting people
and having fun. Would like to hear from
soldiers at home or abroad, aged 25
plus. P555

Karina, 20, 5'11", slim, blonde hair
and blue eyes, with GSOH. I am outgo-
ing, a good.listener and fun. Interests
include clubbing, cinema, listening to
music, Rugby League, writing and
socialising. Seeking pen pals aged 22-
30. P556 2495

2495

Samantha, 23, 5'5§", long dark hair,
attractive, GSOH and a smoker. Enjoys
socialising, dried flower crafts, drink-
ing, cinema and having fun. Would like
to correspond with tall, dark, hand-
some soldier, aged 25-30, to ease lonely
times. P557

24/95

“HEAD-DRESS BADGES OF
THE BRITISH ARMY? by Kipling
& King. The Collector's bible. The
new updated enlarged edition
Volume Two 1920-1995 £42.50
posted. Also Volume One 1800-1920
£65.00 posted. The ultimate Christ-
mas present. H L & P King, 3 Saxon
Croft, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.
Tel: 01252 716303.

2495

Probably the most spectacular
VC of the Second World War.
A tremendous life story.
£7.95 free post and packing.
Cheques to: KENWOOD
Fulstone Barn, New Mill,
Huddersfield HD7 7DL

CLASSIFIED

Camouflage fleeces MoD pattern,
new, £60. Gore-Tex fleece lined ski
mitts, £15. Denbigh Army Surplus.
Telephone 01745 814978,

22-25

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2% 25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside L41
28%. 13-25
Hand embroidered quality wire blazer
badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company, 4/477
Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan. 20-19/96
Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. "

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art distributor. Access
to all British publishers. Hundreds of
original items also available. Catalogue
£2.50 + A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G.
Jennings-Bramly, 5 Feversham Road,
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel: 01722
328523. AS95

Commemorative documents of mil-
itary service. Applicable to all branches
of service. Posthumous and overseas
requests catered for. For descriptive list
and request form, send SAE to:
A.F.8.0., Outer Ardoch, Kilwinning,
Ayrshire KA13 7QL.

AS95

Regimental & Association badges,
ties, plaques, blazer buttons, medals.
Please send SAE for lists. The Heraldic
Co., Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge
End, Coleford, Glos GL16 7HA. Tel:
01594 832200, 8am-10pm. Ases
SOLDIER Shield - the ideal gift for
the military enthusiast, or to add to a

collection. The Soldier shield shows the’

magazine’s official insignia on a dark
wood base, and measures
180 % 140mm. The cost of the shield,
inclusive of VAT and p&p, is £17 UK
and £19 elsewhere. Send your
cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to Sol-
dier Shield, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

.Hants GU11 2DU. Tc
“Tune Belt UK’. Belle Vue, Gressing-
ham, Hornby, Lancs LA2 B8LX.

Tel/Fax: 015242 21259. 240396
Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

24/96

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New. Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1
4PS. Tc

Army uniform postcards. Bands-
men, officers, soldiers. SAE for two
samples and illustrated catalogue.
Geoff White, Rushmoor Lane, Black-
well, Bristol BS19 3JA.

22-24

SOLDIER Magazine Binders — collect

your copies of Soldier in our easy to-

use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines, Cost per two
binders, inclusive of VAT and p&p, is
£8.75 UK/BFPO/overseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

TiC

"A SOLDIER'S POCKET BOOK"
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOP's: Emergency
Alarms, Routines in the Field, Tank
Target Indication, Working with Heli-
copters, Map Reading & Orienteering,
First Aid, NBC, Adventure Trg, Skill at
Arms, Full info on SA80/LSW, Tests
and APWT's, GPMG Light Roll, Sig-
nals, Mines, MT Driver, Tank & Air-
craft Recognition. ISBN
1-874528-02-0. Price £7.50 (incl of
p&p UK/BFPO)Trade Terms on appli-
cation. Available from selected NAAFI
Branches, Bookshops or direct from
publishers: MILITARY POCKET
BOOKS, PO Box 28, Leven, Beverley,
East Yorks HU17 5LA. Tel/Fax:
01964 542878.
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum

‘order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-

side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. mic
v e s e e s ok ek e ok e ok ok e ok ke ok

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CTI16 1PW. e

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!
Details from S A Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1Q]J.

Personalised children’s books. 40
titles including “A Christmas Story”
and “A Christmats Wish for Rudolph”.
For details phone AMS Books 01489
578128.

Classic American leather flying
jackets, also US Cotton A2. Free cata-
logue. Tel/Fax: 01789 414872. No flat-
tery, no compromise.

23-796
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Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 01722
421701 or 01985 846905. 7"

Lyss Court, Hampshire — new luxury
maisonettes in enclosed grounds to let
from £425 p.c.m. Ideal for retired/pro-
fessionals. Telephone Liss 01730
892249, 2495

CHARITY
COMMISSION

Charity for the benefit of the
Devonshire and Dorset Regimental Charity
Ref: CVA-1023683-3565-SC
The Charity Commissioners propose to make a
Scheme for this Charity. Copies of the draft
Scheme may be obtained from (ref: CVA-
1023683-3565-SC,at Woodfield House, Tangier,
Taunton, Somerset TA1 4BL, and may be seen
at Regimental Headquarters, The Devonshire
and Dorset Regiment, Wyvern Barracks,
Exeter EX2 6A. Objection and suggestions may
be sent to the Commissioners within one

month from today.

The JSSRM formerly HMS Tamar,Hong

Kong now Prince of Wales Barracks will

close on 27 February 1996. Any

individual who made a presentation to
the [SSRM must contact:

WO1 (GSM) V Bell HOBE,
Prince of Wales Barracks,
BFPO 1

Before February 27, 1996 BA

Printing - Top quality, personal,
business and Mess stationery. Address
labels £1.50 per 100. ‘At Home Cards’
from £33.00 per 100. SERVISPRINT,

FREEPOST (BH1853), Weymouth
DT3 6BR. Tel: 01305 835150 Fax:
01305 834692.

2195
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blk/gold. £2.00 per 100, minimum £5,
post free worldwide. Cheques payable:

LOANS

pitse il A RNY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

No security required £1,000-£10,000 R G Taylor, 35 Cowgill Close,
CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS. Northampton NN3 8PB. Tel: 01604 | gcropen 28, 1995 21-way tie for fifth prize (19 goals, £47.62)
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS, 406401. 1425

First prize (24 goals, £2,500) Cpl S J Haigh,
The Light Dragoons, BFPO 30.

Five-way tie for second prize (23 goals, £640
each) Cpl P J Gray, 7 Para RHA, Aldershot;
Maj L M Hayward, BOD Donnington; LCp!
G P Hull, NI ADU RAVC, BFPO 806; W01 H
R Roberts, 28 Engr Regt, BFPO 31; Maj R
A Winchester, 1 RHA, Tidworth.

Six-way tie for seventh prize (22 goals, £50

LCpl T B Baines, 1 D and D, BFPO 22;
LCpl M N Bleese, 1 QLR, Tidworth; SSgt
S E Booth, 9 Signal Regt (Radic), BFPO
59; Capt R A Coveney, 220 Fd Sqn (EOD)
(V), Heston; Cpl W R Dixon, 35 Engr
Regt, BFPO 31; Sgt P A Ellison, 1 (UK)
ADSR, BFPO 15; Brig G A Ewer, MoD D
Log Ops; Sgt P D Gifford, UK Force Arty
AMF (L), Larkhill; Maj M R Good, The

HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES, TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS
— No interviews, confidential service by post
— Good benefits if you settle your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 01929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-1929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE

Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers =)

Holts’ Battlefield Tours, Suez. Join
our superb 12-day tour over the 40th

Anniversary. Visits include Tel-el-
Kebir, Ismailia, Fayid, Port Said, the

DO YOU LET YOUR HOUSE ?
Do you know that the 1995 Finance Act
changed mortgage interest rules?

You may have been charged too much tax in
1994/95!

Canal, Sinai and time to relax on the
Red Sea. For brochure and details
phone 01304 612248. 24-2595

each) Sgt J W Blackmore, RMP Trg
Centre, Chichester; Cpl M Brennan, 1
RGBW, BFPO 53; Sgt S H Dryburgh, ITC
Catterick; Sgt K Jackson, AAC Centre,
Middle Wallop; Maj R J Turnbull, HQ
Catterick Garrison; Capt R A Young, HQ

Light Dragoons, BFPQ 30; Tpr D Gray,
The Light Dragoons, BFPO 30; Maj C P
Groves, 12 Regt RA Wksp REME, BFPO
16; W02 N J Hancock, 3 Bn REME, BFPQ
22; Sgt M W Hughes, MoD DCTS JW/EX;
Sgt J J Joyce, ATDU, Bovington; LBdr V

l ARRC, BFPO 40.

NOVEMBER 4, 1995

First prize (21 goals, EZSI][I) Cpl S
Bangsund, QDG, BFPO 16.

Three-way tie for second prize (20 goals,
£833.33 each) Sgt J Millyard, AFCO
Preston; Sgt A J 0'Brien, RDG, BFPO 22;
Cpl J C Quantock, 1 PWO, Warminster.

Your 1995/96 assessment may be far too high! l
We can advise if an immediate refund can
be claimed.

For a FREE assessment — phone the experts
in taxation of letting income!

TAXATION SPECIALISTS LTD

Tel. (UK): 01293 547750
( ™
( l ‘ ] - for Military
S personnel
Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation.
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.
Laser printing. Free client CV storage.

CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumeés,
Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

LTeﬂ [ Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 hrs)

S Kirkpatrick, 16 Regt RA, Woolwich;
W02 D E Lloyd, RPO Leicester; Sgt P W
Matthews, Warminster Sp Unit; WO1D A
Metcalfe, 2 Bn REME, BFPO 38; Maj D P
Neary, 59 Indep Cdo Sqn RE, Plymouth;
Sgt K J M Neary, 23 Pnr Regt RLC,
Bicester; LCpl J D Sharp, ASTC Kiel,
BFPO 108.

Hi-leg army boots wanted. Size nine
or ten. Any condition including worn,
damaged or tatty condition. Tel: 01705
564605. 24195

SOLDIER accepts no responsibility
for the accuracy of advertisements,
or for any matters arising, or losses
suffered by readers as a result of an
advertisement. While SOLDIER
takes care to ensure that advertise-
ments comply with the British Code
of Advertising Practice, the accept-
ance of an advertisement for
publication does not endorse that
product or service, and readers are
advised that they should take
adequate precautions before
sending any money, or entering into
J any legally binding agreement. sts

ADVERTISERS

Don’t lose out this Christmas.
There is limited space still available for
the December 11 issue of

SOLDIER magazine.
Book today on

01252 347352

Da

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

IRIAINIE gl L b e R e AR ey L R T Bt S s et T

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

ADDRESS

CLASSIFICATION. REREEERIEL, S50 b e i v o s b S e e

26 27 28 29 30

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

WORDSAT 30p = £ Send to:
X INSERTIONS =k CLASSIFIED ADS
VAT AT 17.5% = & SOLDIER
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT) = & ORDNANCE ROAD
TOTAL ENCLOSED =i ALDERSHOT

CHEQUE/PO Number (Payable to SOLDIER) HANTS GUTT 2DU

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
COSTS QUOTED ON THIS FORM ARE VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 1995 o3
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CLAY PIGEON FOOTBALL BOXING POWERLIFTING

IJII_EEEI
Orienteers

doitin
the dark

MORE than half the starters in
the inaugural British Army (Ger-
many) night orienteering cham-
pionships failed to complete the
course or were disqualified.

Staged in woods near RAF
Bruggen, courses over 4km,
6km and 8km proved very test-
ing for runners guided only by
their hand-held torches or
miners’ headlights. Control
markers were unlit.

First to finish in the three
classes were WO1 Crosby
(RASU), Lt Col Leigh (RASU)
and Sig Watson (220 Sig Sqgn).

Pistol matches

THE Army and Royal Navy
made a much closer competi-
tion of the annual Inter-Services
target pistol centre fire and stan-
dard pistol matches at Bisley
Camp, but could not prevent the
Royal Air Force from winning for
the sixth successive year.

On the following day a Com-
bined Services team narrowly
lost to Great Britain in both
centre fire and standard pistol
competitions.

Lt Col Alan Glasby (RLC)
won the Army small bore target
rifle championships by a single
point from Capt Cameron Fer-
guson (REME) after a shoot-off
at Ash Ranges. Maj Peter
Underhill (D and D) won the
ARA Bronze Jewel.

Capt Nick Bates QRL

CAPT Nick Bates, skipper of
Redcoat lll, the Army’s premier
offshore racing yacht, is a
member of the Queen’s Royal
Lancers. He was incorrectly
attributed to the QLR on the
back cover caption (October 30
issue).

REME half marathon

SPR Rankin (65 Park Sqn RE)
won the REME (Germany) half
marathon in a time of 1hr 13min
27sec.

First REME runner to finish
the course, which was organ-
ised by 32 Engr Regt Wksp at
Hohne Garrison, was Sgt
Coughan (12 Regt RA Wksp).
The REME Major Unit team title
was won by 32 Engr Regt Wksp
for the third consecutive year,
with 12 Regt RA Wksp taking
the Minor Unit honours.

RAC Centre all square

RAC Centre cricketers, led by
Brig Andrew Gadsby, DRAC, lev-
elled their series against Ware-
ham Police with a 17-run win.

48

Army sets the cat
among clay pigeons

BARELY three months after
its formation, the Army Clay
Pigeon Shooting Association
team conquered a high-quality
Inter-Services field on the
Bocking shooting ground at
Braintree, Essex.

In addition to the Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force, the
Police and the Fire Brigade
were also involved.

The Army team of 15 was
chosen from a 35-strong squad
of officers and soldiers, includ-
ing 12 from the Royal Irish
Regiment Home Service bat-
talions.

ACPSA  secretary Capt
James Giggins (RLC) and
WO1 Steve Butcher (RLLC) led
the Army challenge.

WOl Gordon Lumsden
(Scotland), Cpl Ian Caldwell
(Ireland) and Pte Andrew
Lipton (Northern Ireland)

were among several interna-
tionals taking part.

CSjt Darrell White (1 LI)
finished the day as high gun
(top scorer) on 83, with SSgt

High gun CSjt Darrell White (1 LI), who returned the best overall score

Tony Masters (1 RHA) third
on 81. Lumsden (R Scots) was
fourth on 80. WO2 Beattie (R
Irish) and WO2 Trevor Fidgett
(28 Engr Regt)also finished in

the Army’s top five. The team
scored 397, comfortably ahead
of the Police on 375, the RAF
(362), Fire Services (356) and
the Royal Navy (292).

Pte Kevin Lockley comes under
pressure from young foot-
ballers of St Vincent’s Primary
School during a competition
organised by the 1st Battalion,
The Black Watch at Girdwood
Barracks, Belfast.

Army units based in Northern
Ireland have become deeply
involved in organising football
opportunities for youngsters.
One junior challenge competi-
tion arranged by the 1st Battal-
ion, The Staffordshire Regimen
at Ballykinler attracted teams
from 40 schools throughout the
country.

Many leading coaches in
Northern Ireland believe the
encouragement given by the
Army, and the extensive facili-
ties available on military bases,
could give young players the
impetus to reach the highest
levels of the sport.

Brian Hamilton, the Northern
Ireland manager, was among
the first to praise the Army’s
interest in junior soccer.

Belfast children took partin a
competition run by the lIrish
Guards on their floodlit artificial
pitch at Palace Barracks in
Holywood.

icture: Mike Perring

The long and the short of it. Army super-heavyweight Spr Danny Watts

N

squares up to Pte Peter Charlton,

the first light-flyweight in the Army squad. Behind them are coach RSM Tom O’Connor, centre, and main
contenders (from left) LCpl Peter Williams, LCpl Andy Hudson, Pte Billy Bessey, Pte Darren Dugan, Cpl
Chris Bessey, LBdr Vinny Jones, Cpl Vinny Powell, and LCpl Jason Gardner

ALTHOUGH the British
amateur boxing schedule lead-
ing up to next summers
Olympic Games in Atlanta
City means there will be no tra-
ditional Inter-Service team
championship this winter, the
title will go to whoever wins the
most divisions at the CSBA
individual finals at HMS
Nelson in Portsmouth on
December 5-6.

Success in the Royal Navy’s
boxing headquarters would
give the Army a 13th consecu-
tive team crown, and coach
RSM Tom O’Connor (1
Kings) believes he has the
material to achieve just that,
writes John Elliott.

His 25-strong squad, now in
training at Aldershot, covers
every weight, including for the
first time a light-flyweight.
Until 21-year-old Pte Peter
Charlton (1 PWRR) weighed
in, the Army had been unable
to find anyone small enough to
meet the 48kg limit.

At the other end of the scale,
England representative Spr
Danny Watts (36 Engr Regt)
will be doing the business at
super-heavyweight. Between
the two extremes, coach
O’Connor has a wealth of

experience, including interna-
tionals Cpl Vinny Powell
(lightweight, 3 RSME), Cpl
Chris Bessey (light-middle, 27
Regt RLC), and Scotsman
LCpl Jason Gardner (welter,
Int Corps).

Combined Services champi-
ons back this season include
LBdr Vinny Jones (light-heavy,
32 Regt RA), Cpl Jeff Oller-
head (middle, 1 Kings), Pte
Kevin Bennett (light-welter, 7
Tpt Regt RLC), and Pte
Darren Dugan (feather, 1
PWRR).

Others pushing for “first
team” honours will include
heavyweight Pte Billy Bessey
(serving with brother Chris in
27 Regt RLC), light-welter-
weight LCpl Peter Williams (1

Kings), and flyweight LCpl
Andy Hudson (3 UK Div HQ
and Sig Regt).

Among the newcomers to
the squad are two promising
Royal Irishmen, LCpl Darren
Boyd and Rgr Jim McCarron,
and two very strong lads from 1
Para, Ptes Pete Gillespie and
Danny Campbell.

O’Connor, starting his final
season before leaving the Army
in April, has a number of
opportunities to see his less-
experienced lads in action,
including a novices match
against the Navy at Basingstoke
this month, and what is sure to
be a hard-fought night against
the Royal Marines, also at
novice level, at the London
Marriott on December 11.
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Trounced
by strong
Alliance

Army 2, AFA S
AMATEUR Football Alliance
took advantage of the absence
of several leading Army players
at the Military Stadium, Alder-
shot to trounce the Service 2-
5, their best result for years,
writes Derrick Bly.

With SSgt Kevin Parkins,
Sig Barney Bambrook, SSgt
John Scott, LCpl Jim Strouts
and Pte Steve Bowey missing,
assistant coach QMSI Pat Rus-
sell was forced to make posi-
tional changes. LCpl Heath
Tyson (RDG) made his debut.

Sgt Tony Wright and Pte
Steve Yeo both went close
before the AFA scored twice in
a minute, the second from the
penalty spot.

After the visitors had scored
a third in the 28th minute,
LCpl Joe Collins pulled one
back for the Army. Two min-
utes later the Alliance restored
their three-goal advantage.

Five minutes into the second
half the Army fell further
behind. Cpl Andy Woodall
scored with a tremendous
drive and Collins had a chance
to further reduce the deficit
from the penalty spot, but
pulled his shot wide.

It was not the best prepara-
tion for important representa-
tive games to come against
Essex and Dorset.

REME 6, Infantry 2

An Infantry side containing
eight changes from their previ-
ous game could not match a
strong REME team which pro-
duced fast-flowing football and
deadly finishing to give them a
well-deserved victory.

Cfn Woody Woodall (2), Sgt
Bob Corner (2), Sgt Tony
Wright and LCpl Shuggy
Shaw scored for REME while
Cpl John Greechan (Hldrs)
and Pte Sammy McFadden (R
Irish) replied for the Infantry.

Power men in action at Larkhill

POWER lifting came of age in
the Army when the Service’s
first open championships were
staged by 14 Regiment RA at
Larkhill.

Cpl Kev Bownes (243 Sig
Sgn) set two personal bests on
his way to a 285kg total in the
67.5kg class, while Sgt Jason
Legister (4 Regt RA) lifted

425kg to win the 82.5kg divi-
sion ahead of Pte Jim
McCormick and Sgt Bill
O’Lywn (9 R Irish).
Outstanding performance of
the day came from LBdr Bren-
dan Jeynes (14 Regt RA) who
lifted a total of 600kg on home
ground, well ahead of closest
rival Pte Joe Rogan (9 R Irish).

The 100kg class was decided
by the last lift, Bdr Greg Slo-
combe failing narrowly to pull
a 250kg deadlift to overtake
the 525kg built up by Sgt Tony
Morland (1(UK) ADSR).

Sgt Morland on Herford Mil
3367 or c/o TM Troop, 1
(UK) ADSR, BFPO 15 can
provide details on the sport.
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Lottery
delight
for
Gurkha

LCPL Jaybahadur Marden,
serving with 2 RGR in Brunei,
has something to celebrate. He
became the first Gurkha to win
a prize in the Army Sports Lot-
tery when his numbers came
up in the October 21 draw.

Gurkhas became eligible for
the lottery several months ago
following the move of their Pay
and Records from Hong Kong
to Exeter.

While British members of
Gurkha units have won a few
prizes, LCpl Jaybahadur’s
share of the second prize on
October 21 netted him precise-
ly £833.33 and put him in the
lottery’s record books.

Gurkhas wanting to join the
lottery should use AF 09666
(Gurkha). Currently there are
8,000 people in the draw, with
£6,000 to be won every week.
Since it started, more than
1,300 winners have received
£550,000.

In the past two years the
Army Sports Lottery has paid
out £250,000 in grants to indi-
viduals, units and associations.

Broadly speaking, the lottery
helps activities and projects
that do not qualify for grants
from other sources, including
public and welfare funds and
the Nuffield Trust.

Recent large grants include
£5,000 towards the Royal Sig-
nals’ USA rugby tour, £3,000
for an Army badminton trip to
Hong Kong, and £3,600
towards a REME cricket tour
of Zimbabwe.

@ Latest results — Page 47

Army X

A BRITISH Army (Germany)
side performed brilliantly to
reach the final of the Cyprus
international ten-man rugby
competition.

Having disposed of a Welsh
side based on the RRW (TA),
and the REME (UK) in pool
matches, the Army team rose
to the occasion against Fiji,
winning a superb contest 17-5.

That result put them into the
50

Winter started for these soldiers at the end of Sep-
tember, and they could hardly wait. As members of
the four BATUS ice hockey teams they have suc-
cumbed to Canada’s national sport.

Each department at Suffield has its own squad
of 16. The Workshop team is the Qilers, HQ has the
Sharks, 105 (BATUS) Sqn RLC has the Chieftains
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and the Army Air Corps are, of course, the Flyers.
The teams are coached by Canadians playing for
the Suffield base, and the best players from each

side form the BATUS Lions team. Ready for the ice

in Cyprus final

@ Army doctor Capt Rob Wain-
wright, the second row forward,
has succeeded Gavin Hastings
as the captain of Scotland.

final against the pre-tourna-
ment favourites, a Scotland
Select Ten containing British
Lion Peter Wright, Scotland
caps David Mclvor, Shade
Munroe and Derek Stark, four
A caps and two junior interna-

tionals. Although first to score,
the Army players eventually
lost 21-45 in a match played
with a pace and commitment
rarely seen in Cyprus.

Cpl Zak Fazakerley and
LSgt Steve Berryman were
outstanding for the British
Army (Germany) squad in a
competition involving 24
teams from England, Scotland,
Fiji, and Israel.

are ATpr Jeff Johnston (Flyers), LCpl Stephen
Rudd (Chieftains), Cpl Paul Ogden (Sharks) and
LCpl Alister Muirhead (Oilers)

British Army rugby players who
took on the 1945-46 New Zealand
Army team are sought for a reunion
when the current Kiwi military XV
meets the Army at Aldershot on
December 13. Fourteen of the ‘45
tourists will be there. Several,
including Fred Allen, Johnny Smith,
Bob Scott and Johnny Simpson,
went on to become All Blacks.

If you played in that match 50
years ago, ring Maj Bob Peedle on
0171-218 5262 (fax 0171-218
4888), or write to him at MoD
RFC4, Duke of York's HQ,
Chelsea, London SW3 4SS.




Introducing ........

The SOLDIER calendar
1996

Our colourful calendar
takes a photographic
view of events involv-
ing the British Army:

* UN duty in Bosnia

* TA on exercise in
the Pennines

* The King’s Troop
RHA on parade

* Multiple-Launch
Rocket System
demonstration

* The Army Horse
Trials at Tidworth

* Exercise Winged
Crusader in France

* Challenger 2 on
show

The
SOLDIER

> * Warrior: the view
from the inside
Calendar (%, BETHEBEST) * Exercise Highland
1996 Merlin in Scotland

* CSE entertainers
dazzle the troops

Fill in the order details and send them, with your cheque/PO in £ sterling
TO 0 R D E R only, to the address below. If you do not wish to cut your magazine please

photocopy this page, or send your details on a separate sheet of paper.
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Please send me ...........c.cueee copies of The Soldier Calendar @ £6.00 UK
.................... copies of The Soldier Calendar @ £7.30 elsewhere (land)
.................... copies of The Soldier Calendar @ £9.00 elsewhere (airmail)
Total payment enclosed £...................... ( £ sterling only)

Return to: The Soldier Calendar 1996, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU, England.

Please allow 14 days for delivery, up o six weeks overseas (land). Orders received after Dec 1 cannot be guaranteed for delivery before Christmas




Cpl Neil Mcinnes and Constable
Rick Rawlins on joint patrol
outside the “Sin Bin” night club
in Medicine Hat, a favoured
haunt of soldiers after training
at BATUS. The remarkably good
relations with Canadians and
the excellent training are
featured on Pages 16-21.
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