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LOWEST EVER INTEREST RATES ON ALL NEW VOLVO MODELS 
Interest in the stunning new Volvo range from the motoring press and public has never been higher. 

Interest on a loan to B W  a new Volvo has never been lower! 
Volvo Car Finance Ltd, Volvo's own fmmce company, has just completed its first highly successful year. 

To celebrate, Volvo Car UK (Tourist and Diplomat Sales) are reducing finance rates for a strictly limited period 
from 7.5% flat rate to just 5.25%. - with APR from only 10.2% 

EXAMPLE ON THE mm 
On rm R O M  Pncs 

.?M 18 YANUAL 

€12,045 00 
The savings are considerable, but to qualify you must place 
your order for a new Volvo before September 30th 1998'. 
To avoid disappointment, call our sales hotline now: 

UK 01707 262 388 
Alternatively, complete the coupon below and we will 
send you full details of this exceptional offer. 

VOLW 
Tourist & Diplornot Sales 

*Finance subject to status from Valvo Car Finance Ltd. Avdable to all HM Forces applying to purchase tax free Volvos for overseas posting. 
Offer applies to new vehicle orden placed with Volvo Car UK (ToUnst & Diplomat Sales) betwea 1st May and 30 September 1998. 
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Post Code: ...................................... Tel No; ........................................................................................................................................... ! 

Volvo Car UK Ltd, Tourist & Diplomat Sales, Freepost 30, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7AR England. 
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Nor rne 
I unkindest 
cuts of all 
IT will be of small conso- 
lation to those TA Units 
which feel the sword of 
Damocles hanging over 
their heads, but the SDR 
cuts are nowhere near as 
dramatic as those of 1968 
when 87 infanuy-cype 
units were devastated. 

In an extraordinary 
demonstration of loyal 
men carried on for 
months without pay 01 
allowances. 

Brig Richard Holmes, 
lecturer, TV personality 
and Director of Reserve 
Forces, who experienced 
the ’68 cuts, had a sense 
of history repeating itself. 
“When you have been 
through the Somme, 
Passchendaele doesn’t 
seem so bad,” was his 
rather dry comment. 

White right, too 
WHERE would we be 
without boffins to keep 
us at the cutting edge of 
military technology? But 
there’s still room for the 
bloke with a brainwav 
as this story from the 
front line reveals. Cha 
lenger 2 was nearing 
completion and a few 
ordinary soldiers weri 
allowed to poke mow-. 

“Excellent. . . marvel- 
lous’’ came the feedback 
as the boffis glowed 
with pride. Then a qu 
non-commissioned voice 
threw a minor spanner in 
the works. 

“Does it have to be 
green inside?” it askel: 
know tanks have always 
been green on the inside, 
but, well, it’s a bit dull.” 

Seems the humble sol- 
dier had noticed that a 
lighter colour - brilliant 
white, he suggested- 
would make the tank 
appear lighter and more 
roomy. Easier to keep 
clean, too, Made sense 
really, and, to the boffins’ 
credit, they recognised it. 
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5tmtegic Defence Review 

Capability, f lexi bil iv 
Bigger Army to help 
ease overstretch 

Reports: Chrls Hormcks 
and Karen Moseley 

FLEXDJILITY is the key to the radical 
changes mggered by the year-long Strate- 
gic Defence Review - with the Services 
given enhanced capability to react qui&- 
ly to international 5ashpoints. 

The “balanced and affordable” review, 
billed as “Modem Forces for the Modem 
World”, also set out to help solve the 
problems of undermanning and over- 
stretch. The report has been welcomed by 
Service chiefs as offering the Forces a 
period of stability unprecedented in 
recent times. 

To ease the chronic problem of over- 
stretch and bolster its support services, 
the Army will get an extra 3,300 soldiers, 
while re-shaped armoured and mecha- 
nised brigades will conmbute to 
improved mobility of forces. 

Among enhanced frontline capabilities, 
a sixth deployable brigade will increase 
the Army‘s flexibility as well as help tackle 
overstretch. Three regiments will return 
from Germany to the UK - 2,500 mops 
and “some tanks’’ - but for economic, 
military and political reasons 90 per cent 
of our force there will remain. 

AIR CAV4LRY 
A new powerful and highly-mobile air 

manoeuvre brigade, or “air cavalry”, will 
include the Apache attack helicopter and 
The Parachute Regiment. 

There is a debit side, however. As a 
direct result of the end of the Cold War, 
fewer Territorial Army POOPS are consid- 
ered necessary to defend the UK - hence 
the widely-predicted cut in TA numbers 
from 56,000 to 40,000. 

Announcing the review decisions, 
Defence Secretary George Robertson 
said he was determined the TA should 
become more relevant, usable and inte- 
grated with the rest of the Forces and 
despite the cuts in numbers would be 
given “a real heavyweight role in our 
nation’s defences and called-up more fre- 
quently in times of crisis”. 

Other changes to come include “re- 
vitalisation” of the Defence Medical Ser- 
vices, education and operational welfare 
initiatives, a common annual leave enti- 
tlement for all Army ranks, better single 
accommodation, and a unit for veterans 
with a staff of serving and ex-serving 
advisers. A task force for families will 

It’s better all round 
“FROM the beginning i regarded SDR as ions together will produce an easily air- 
an opportunity, not a threat,” Gen Sir Roger transportable force with the Apache as its 

ieeler, Chief of the General Staff. said in means o! transport and firepower, 
interview with soldier after the review “This Review should improve the life of 

I needed it formation readiness cycle means they will 
sothat we lead a bener-planned life - there will 

always be emergendas which 
wll disrupt that -but the whole 
purpose of the sixth deployable 
brigade was to get the planning 
for our training and deployment 
on war-fighting better balanced 
than it is at the moment. 
“We have always cared about 

soldiers - the soldiers and their 
families is what the Army is 

I composed of - but by reorgan- 
ising ourselves we will be able 
to do R bener. We have always 

felt that man-management is the key to €he 
way the Army oparates.” 

Gen Wheeler acknowledged there was 
still some uncertainty over the reorganisa- 
tion of me Royal Armoured Corps, the 
Parachute Regiment and the TA. He said 
that there was still a lot of work to be done 
on the implementation plan, where the 
details will be looked at. 

“We w l d  not embark on that work untN 
SDR had been agreed and the money had 
been atlocated.” he explained. T h e  impie- 
mentation will be over the next two or three 
years, but the answer to which unit movss 
where should be clear by Christmas. 

“We have to look at the wrrem arms plot 
brigade. Bringing the Apache and make changes which prevent as much 

turbulence and disruption as possible.” 

soldiem” Gen Wheeler said, “Because the 

Gen Wheeler 

third was the formation of the air 

elicopter and the parachute banal- 

aaaress problems associated with the 
Army’s mobile lifestyle, such as access to 
healthcare and school places. 

The review emphasises an integrated or 
joint-Service approach, with a single bat- 
tlefield helicopter command, a joint force 
of RN and RAF Harrier jets, a four-star 
Chief of Defence Logistics and a new 
“spearhead” pool of joint rapid-reaction 
forces, using four heavy-lift aircraft. 

Mr Robertson spoke of “the most radi- 
cal and far-reaching re-shaping and mod- 
ernisation of our Forces for a generation”. 

He said it would solve the weaknesses, 
build on the strengths, and provide a 
structure to deal with “tomorrow’s 
threats and not yesterday’s enemies”. 

He added “As a result, our Forces will 
be more mobile, better manned, better 
supported and equipped, and better able 
to act as a force for good in the world, 
where we can and when we choose.” 

By 2001-2002, he said, defence spend- 

ing would have increased by L747m com- 
pared with this year - a reduction in real 
terms, allowing for one-off asset sales, of 
L685m, or about three per cent in the 
defence budget. The three-year settle- 
ment would bring a “new stability to our 
defence planning”. 

The Chief of the Defence Staff, Gen Sir 
Charles Gutbrie, said the chiefs of staE 
considered that SDR was “ a very good 
outcome” - being the package actually 
recommended by them in March. 

“We believe it is balanced; it realigns 
our forces in a post-Cold War world. We 
believe that although there are some very 
challenging targets there, that the pro- 
gramme laid out is an affordable one. 

“And the fact that now we have a three- 
year settlement is enormously important 
to us. It gives us the kind of stability that 
we haven’t had before and will be very 
well received by Servicemen and Service- 
women.” 

and stability 
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TA reductions are 
‘a cruel necessity‘ 
THE TERRITORIAL Army of the 21st 
century will be smaller with an emphasis 
on readily-deployable and usable special- 
ists. But it will be at least three months 
before the TA learns the details of its 
fate and the consultation process is con- 
cluded. 

The part-time Army suength will be 
reduced by almost a third, with the 33 
infantry and five yeomanry regiments 
being the hardest-hit. The logistic combat 
support services - such as logisticians, 
drivers, signallers and medics - will be 
enhanced. The Government said it wants 

the TA to have a more integrated, impor- 
rant and demanding role with the Regular 
Army, although there will be no mQre 
money spent, and the L350 million a year 
presently spent on the TA will be cut pro- 
portionately. 

Announcing the proposals, Armed 
Forces Minister John Reid said ‘What I 
want to do, and what the Army wants to 
do, is take them off the substitutes’ bench 
and put them on the playing field in a far 
more important role than they have bad 
before.” 

0 Turn to Page 7 

At a glance 
Major elements of the review as 
they affect the Army are: 

0 Joint rapid reaction forces 
0 Joint battlefield helicopter 
command 
0 Joint Army/RAF ground-based 
air defence organlsation 
0 Deployable joint force head- 
quarters 
0 Joint defence centre 
0 New strategic lift assets 

Modernisations 
0 Extra deployable armoured ani 
mechanised brigade (from five to 
SIX) 
0 Conversion of 5 Airborne 
Brigade to a mechanlsed brigade 
0 Conversion of 24 Airmobile 
Brigade into a new air manoeuvrt 
brigade 
0 Extra 3,300 soldiers 
0 Larger, but fewer, tank regi- 
ments 
0 Reducing TA numbers required 
to defend UK (from 56,000 to 
40,000) 
0 Better TA deployability and 
“usability” 
0 New TA mobilisation centre 
0 Better air transport fleet 

proved NBC defences 

er operational welfare pro- 

star Chief of Defence 

fence transport and 

ew joint defence storage and 

ged explosive storage pro- 
g and distribution 

August 1998 SOLDIER SOUHER August 1998 



S7 MAGELLAN" 
L '1 SATELLITE NAVIGATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

HM Forces UK Price 

dE85 
With Carry Case 
Incl VAT 
Incl P & P 

[or brochure coniilct: 
Magellan Systems 
International Ltd. 
Smeaton House, 
Inveresk, 
East Lothian, 
EH21 8PR. 
Tel: 0131 665 1186 
Fax 0131 665 1187 

We owe a lot to 
Dur soldiers who 
I 

I fight for us ... 

...g uarding our freedom and protecting our 
children's future. Some fall on hard times. 

We need your help to help them. 
A donation, a covenant, a legacy or through 

the Payroll Giving Scheme to 
The Army Benevolent Fund will help soldiers, 

ex-soldiers and their families in need. - - - -  - - - - - - - -  
To:Th.Any Bm.wIam Fund, Dept. SOL 4I Oueen's Oaw, London SW7 SHR 
We owe a lot to the soldiers who fought so hard for our frsedom and our 
futura and conlin~e to protect US. i would like 10 mats this Contribution to 
help those of them Who are in need. 
I e n ~ b s e  a donation of E10 0 €15 0 E25 0 
Please charge my AccessNi~aiCharltyCard No. 

0 RLI~F~Bndm(ld~il~onmakinpIlap.~v~rh~ulcaulddan.tafhrovphPayrollGiving. I 

I 
I 

Other E 
wvo,*  
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5trategic Defence Review 

Paras and Apaches ’will lead the world‘ I 
BWTA~N WIII lead the vrorld wHh the new someth~ng quite 90 good, ao it is a very ‘met% no longer llkely to happen now 
air auault In whleh The Para- excltlng mle. We do, however, thlnkthere - It’s fer more IlWy that we will be Itght- 
chute Fbglment will team up le sU11 a role for parechutlng.” InglneplecewehadneverthougMof and 
wHh the Apache hellcopten of Gen Guthrle emphaalsed the thwetws our pr lo r ih  haw changed.” 
the Army Alr corps. new fledbllity of the Brltlsh in the part, he slld, Brbh had been 

That le the firm beliet of the armed forces by comparing part able to react qulckly to trouble ovemeas 
Chief of the De(ems M, Gen and future. The forces of mnGy but notalwaya with the righi troops. The 
Slr Charles Guthrle - who Is every country had been atrue- S e r v h  of the Mure would bn atruc- 
also comrlncsd thera wlll hs e tund very lergdy on what wne twediadequippdforthemodernworld. 

OYEZ, W m  theently Into “We in thw d y e  expected women, and equlpnunt, that go to sort 
servlce of the Apuche hell- the enemy to corn to us. We outrpartioul.rpmblem.Andwewillheve 
copter, the oppatunlty to put together e wwe mDst likely In the Army’a case to people at e hlgher state of W W S  
force which will wHI Inad the world. flght on the Hanovar Pleln and in the thrwghoutthefbvtcea. 

“It wlll be a really effective force. I don’t Navy’s case in the North Atlantic and the “They‘ll be aMs to react wry much 
know eny other country whlch wlll have Nomegian Sea. more qulcldy -and wHh m m  punch.” 

role for garaehunng in future thought would happen in the 
Cold War, he slid 

“W thle klnd of (woe Wlll be abla 
to choose the klnd of Sanrlmm end 

TA cuts ’a cruel necessity‘ 
0 From Page 5 

Dr Reid said the review had been for- 
eign-policy led. This meant that criteria 
used for the past 50 years -the threat of a 
full-scale war against Russia - was no 
longer relevant and there was no need for 
fully-formed units to be called up in their 
traditional role. Instead, greater impor- 
tance will be placed on the expertise of 
those who provide logistic back-up and 
the TA must be able to provide both 
formed units and individual reinforce- 
ments. 

“The TA must not be left languishing 
as a creature shaped by yesterday’s 
world,” he said. “It needs new relevance 
and usability. 

“We now want to call the TA up at a 
level of conflict much less than a war 
against Russia - perhaps in Bosnia, per- 
haps in the Gulf. We are therefore making 
them more feasible and relevant than any 
government has for the past half-century.” 

He said that ministers acknowledged 
the important community role the TA 
had in society, and because of this, 
although the foreign policy analysis sug- 
gested that Britain’s part-time Army 
could feasibly be cut down to 7,000, a 
militarv “footorint” was needed across 
thecointry. ~ 

Brie Richard Holmes. Director of 
I 

Reserve Forces, said at the announce- 
ment: “I think things need to change and 
I am supportive of what has happened. 
There has been a very wide consultation 
process, but the results are going to be 
stark as far as the infantry and yeomanry 
are concerned, and it is inevitable that 
there will be unhappiness. 

“We must now get on. To many people 
t h i s  may be cruel, but to paraphrase 
CromweU’s reported comment on the exe- 
cution of Charles I, ‘It is a cruel necessity.’” 

The review also announced that TA 
soldiers will in future be trained to oper- 
ate equipment such as Challenger, AS90 
and Rapier. They will continue to be 

Also in this issue: 
0 No rush on TA cuts - Page 11 
0 Barracks listed - Page 13 
0 Challenger 2 -Pages 16-17 
0 What the papers say - Page 26 
0 SDR supplement - centre pages 
0 Mailbag - Page 63 
0 Soldiers’ views - Page 70 

encouraged to volunteer for Bosnia. The 
Reserve Forces Act 1996 will enable the 
Army compulsorily to call-out a signs- 
cant proportion of the TA to meet a divi- 

- 
sional sized war-fighting deployment, and 
TA medical forces as part of brigade-level 
deployments. 

It is inevitable that TA centres will be 
closed around the country, but Dr Reid 
promised there would be “sufficient phys- 
ical back-up”, Cadets are assured of get- 
ting more money, at least L l  million, and 
where a TA centre is affected by the 
review, alternative arrangements will be 
made to provide for the cadets. 

The 14 Territorial, Auxiliary and Vol- 
unteer Reserve Associations (TAVRAs) 
will reduce to 12, so coming in line with 
the Army’s regional command structure. 
Funding for the TA and Army Cadet 
Force executive functions will be delegat- 
ed through the appropriate local Divi- 
sionaliDistrict Commander. 

Measures ’restore balance’ 
“WE can look upon the outcome of the SDR The review brought good news about con- 
very positively,” Gen Sir Alex Harley, the ditionsof service, Gen Harieysaid, including 
Adjutant General, told Soldier. Those who better provision for personal development 
believe the UK has a significant part to play (education and training), easier access to 
in the world will see a clear commitment to a transferable civilian qualifications, and 
strategic ability to conduct opera- improvements to operational wei- 
lions across the full spectrum of fare. There would also be a 
conflict. For the Army, it is exciting common leave allowance of six 
10 be expanding again - and in weeks for ail ranks and a commit- 
such contrast to the cuts and amal- ment to improve single living 
gamations of recent years.” accommodation. 

After operations, the Army’s top “For our families, a Service 
priority would be to reach its new Families Task Force will be estab- 
manning levels as soon as possi- lished to work with other Govern- 

ment departments to sort out 
some of the problems our families ble, he said. Gen Harley 

“This is a task to be taken on 
enthusiastically. There will be pressures have on moving - registration with doctors, 
while we carry out some of the reorganisa- dentists and schools, for example, and a Job 
lions; but I am confident that the SDR’s Seekers’ Allowance. 
Policy for People -together with the Army’s “Anyone reading the review can see that it 
new Human Resources Strategy Action Plan sets out to restore the balance between 
-will guide us through these pressures.” commitments and individuals.” 

SOLDIER August 1998 



One-man band: Col George Young, who works for 
the UK Mission to the Unlted Nations In New York 

UK M A  to 
UN in NY 
FROM his office high above the streets of Man- 
hattan, Col George Young can see the United 
Nations Headquarters through a forest of cement 
and glass, writes Karen Moseley. 

As military adviser for the UK Mission to the 
United Nations, much of his time is spent in the 
vast UN building on the banks of New York‘s East 
River. He Is responsible for advising Her 
Majesty‘s Ambassador, the UK permanent repre- 
sentative to the UN, Sir John Weston, on all mat- 
ters involving Brltish forces. 

The war in the Balkans was the trigger for Col 
Young’s job being created, and since then UN 
oparations in Croatia, Bosnia, Rwanda and 
Angola have become increasingly dangerous and 
complex. Seven British military staff work in the 
UN Secretariat and Col Young is their point of 
contact into official British channels. 

“My post is another source of information for 
the Forelgn Office In London and the Ambas- 
sador, by uslng my contacts in the UN Secretariat 
and colleagues In other countries’ missions,” 
explained Col Young. “My core business is con- 
cerned with peacekeeplng and in dealing with 
other members of the Security Council. One of 
the great initiatives at the moment is to help 
Africa undertake its own peacekeeping.” 

but as one of onlv 15 members of the Securitv 
Brltaln 1s one of 185 member states in the UN, 

Council it has cohsiderable leverage. 

I I  
0 Next issue: Our men in Washington 

Drumcree troops - . I I ’  . 
win public praise 
SERVICE personnel involved in the ture and support, becoming responsi- 
massive security operation surround- ble for rations, stores and equipment. 
ing the stand-off of Orangemen at It retained tactical responsibility for 
Drumcree have received the personal its original area less the immediate 
thanks of the Secretary of State for Drumcree area, and handled more 
Northern Ireland for their bravery, than 170 incidents in a three-week 
determination and flexibility. period involving hijackings, fmds of 

In a message to LI Gen Sir Rupert petrol, blast and pipe bombs, and 12 
Smith, GOC NI, MO Mowlam wrote: arrests. 
“I would appreciate if you would pass Meanwhile 8 R Irish was involved 
on my thanks to the soldiers under in the recovery of a 1,4001b republi- 
your command. In speaking to can bomb on the road between Moy 

and Armagh. And 5 numerous mem- 
bers of the public R Irish, with the 
there has not been one complaint largest TAOR, played a key role in 
about the Army during the recent dis- keeping main routes open, especially 
turbances. those affecting Larne Harbour. 

“I have also visited a number of Their southern neighbours, 9 R 
RUC stations and, without prompt- Irish, logged I8 vehicle hijackings in 
ing, the policemen and women the first week and came under fre- 
praised the support and flexibility of quent blast, petrol and paint-bomb 
their Army colleagues. attacks, as well as a shooting attack in 

“I send my own thanks and those of the loyalist estate of Rathcoole. They 
my ministers for their bravery and made a number of arrests and recov- 
determination in recent difficult ered weapons in this and subsequent 
times.” attacks. 

There was more praise for the men Maj Steve Harvey said: “The green 
on the ground from the Commander fleet is now a pink, yellow and white 
of 3 Brigade, Brig Roger Brunt. He fleet, such was the intensity of paint- 
praised the professionalism of his bomb attacks.” 
troops throughout the stand-off. In Belfast, extensive civil unrest 

TENSION EASED resulted in hijackings and street dis- 
Meanwhile, as tension eased, the turbances which kept I R Irish busy 

1st Battalion, The Parachute Regi- throughout the period. The battalion 
ment returned to its barracks in was responsible for supporting the 
Aldershot after eight days reinforcing RUC over the second contentious 
Security Forces in the province. Darade of the week. at the Ormeau 

Soldiers of The Royal Irish Regi- 
men1 shared the security burden with 
their General Service counterparts 
during the Drumcree disturbances, 
with annual leave severely restricted 
as they expanded their tactical areas 
of operational responsibility (TAOR) 
in support of the RUC. 

Mahon Barracks, Portadown ~ 

home of 3 RIrish and just a few miles 
from Drumcree ~ was turned into the 
Brigade’s Forward Mounting Base 
and the battalion became heavily 
involved in the logistical infrastruc- 

..- 1 .. . B 

Road in Belfast, with nine companies 
~ seven under command - and all the 
logistic support that such an opera- 
tion entailed. 

Fears for the well-being of an 
elderly farmer sparked an extensive 
search in the Roscor area of Belleek, 
Northern Ireland. Soldiers from the 4 
R Irish eventually found him col- 
lapsed in a water-filled ditch. He was 
later said to be making a good recov- 
ery. Soldiers from 8 R Irish helped to 
rescue a farmer trapped in a tractor 
accident near Keady. 

Safe and more or less sound: Capt 
Justin Featherstone, left, and Sgt 
Martin Spooner, who were injured 
during an abortive attempt to climb 
North Amerlca’s hlghest mountain. 
They were members of a ten-man 
expedition to Mt McKinley, Alaska, 
organised by The Prlnceas of Wales’s 
Royal Regiment. 

Team leader Capt Featherstone frac- 
tured his leg in a fail high on the moun- 
tain and Sgt Spooner damaged ankle 
tendons in trying to stop others falling. 

A high-altitude Lama heilcopter 
eventually reached the injured climbers 

trapped near the aummit for four days 
in temperatures down to minus 3OC. 

Whlie aeven members of the axpedl- 
lion flew back to Britein days after the 
rescue. Cpl Car1 Bougourd. who had 
severe frostbne to hls toes, and LCpi 
Steve Brown, who sustained a head 
wound and frostbite, remained in 
Alaska for further treatment. Sgt Gary 
Keep, another member of the team, 
stayed with them. 

Alm ot the expedltion was to make 
the first ascent of McKlniey followed 
by a canoe passage to sea level at 
Cook lniet vie 50 miles of rapids. 

UK and USA to develop 
battlefield recce vehide 
BRITAIN is to collaborate with the 
United States to develop a battlefield 
reconnaissance vehicle as part of an 
integrated programme to provide a 
network of information-gathering 
systems for the Army of the future. 

In parallel, Britain is conducting 
studies into the use of unmanned air 
vehicles (UAVs) for battlefield recon- 
naissance and discussing possible col- 
laboration with the US. 

The UK element of the Armoured 
Scout and Reconnaissance Vehicle 
(ASRV) programme is known as 
TRACER - Tactical Reconnaissance 

Armoured Combat Equipment 
Requirement. The US requirement is 
called the F u m e  Scout and Cavalry 
System (FSCS). 

Dressing down for SFOR 
SOLDIERS serving with SFOR have 
been ordered to wear civllian clothes 
when fiylng out through Split airport. 
The measure, to reduce the impact on 
the Croatlan tourism Industry, does 
not apply to inbound troops. But 
beach wear and T-ehlrts wlth offensive 
slogans are not considered sultabie. 

01 Andrew Gregory, is on its second tour. Brigade, prepared the ground for the skirts of Airdie. The work was completed major award for its internet website. 1 - - 
A w n  1998 SOuA Augunt 1998 

The Queen, Colonel-in-Chief of the Corps of Royal 
Engineers, visited 42 Survey Engineer Group at Her- 
mitage, Berkshire at the end of June. She is escorted 
by Brig Phii Wiidman, left, Director of Militaly SUN~Y. 
It was the Queen’s first visit to the corps since 1993 
and Hermitage was chosen because last year the sur- 
veyors celebrated their 250th anniversary and the Royal 
Accolade was granted to the School of Military Survey. 

When dressed in a 1940s Army dispatch rider’s 
smock and astride a genuine Second World War 
motorbike, Company Sergeant Major WO2 Sid Sinar 
is a figure from the past as he motors around the 
Dhekelia HQ of the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Angiian 
Regiment in Cyprus. The CSM does his rounds on the 
BSA 5OOcc bike, which he spent nine vears restoring. 

Rapid moves by Paras 
MORE than 3,500 troops from 5 Airborne 
Brigade and the RAF played out a rapid deploy- 
ment exercise across Norfolk and Salisbury Plain 
last month. Pegasus Anvil also involved Territor- 
ial Army soldiers from 10 Para jumping at Otter- 
burn, Northumberland, and 100 troops making 
a dawn jump on Dartmoor. 

In the Gnal phase on Salisbury Plain, heli- 
copters took part in a brigade strong attack. 
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TA remains 
‘vital asset’ 
for defence - Minister 
ARMED Forces Minister John Reid 
told Territorial Army soldiers that he 
would not be rushed into deciding 
where the cuts must fall following the 
Strategic Defence Review, writes 
Anthony Stone. 

Speaking at the Reserve Forces 
Experience, a spectacular display 
held at Minley Training Area, which 
showcased the versatility and skills of 
the Reserves, he said “The Territori- 
al Army remains a vital asset for 
defence and in the future it is going to 

be more integrated, 
relevant and usable 
than it ha5 been in 
the p3st. 
“The renson that 

there hd5 hecn a 
delay is that wc want 
111 do this correctly, 
with full consulta- 
tion with the l e rn -  
torial Army, rather 
than iu5t imnose 

Dr John Reid something on them 
from the centre.” 

Reserve units from all over the 
country took part in Exercise For- 
ward Together - the biggest display 
of its kind ever staged. 

Anestimated 6,000visitors enjoyed 
the rhree-day event which involved 
1,500 Reservists in displays and 
demonstrations of the whole range of 
TA military skills. 

Dr Reid spent time talking with 
officers and men, some of whom 
might be out of a job in September. 
Nevertheless, the Armed Forces Min- 
ister was in bullish mood. 

He said the way to condemn the TA 
to irrelevance was not to change it, 
not to adapt it, not to modify it in the 
post-Cold War period. 

RELEVANT 
“What we have done is to try to 

strengthen the Territorial Army by 
making it more relevant to the future 
in terms of the force configuration 
and by changing our planning 
assumptions so that, for the first time 
for half a century, the Government is 
prepared to call the Territorial Army 
up at a lower leve1 of conflict than a 
full-scale war with Russia. 

“That has always been the previous 
planning assumption. If we had stuck 
to that the Territorial Army would 
never have been called up.” 

- 
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International rescue: Dalegates to the CIOR military skills cornpetltlon are put through their first 
ald paces with a fake casualty. Meanwhile, two Territorial Army soldiers faced the real thing 
International rescue: Dalegates to the CIOR military skills cornpetltlon are put through their first 
ald paces with a fake casualty. Meanwhile, two Territorial Army soldiers faced the real thing 

Real emergency 
overshadows 
Reserves‘ contest 

WHILE delegates to the military skills com- 
petition held during the meeting of the 
Confederation of Interallied Reserve Offi- 
cers prepared for a first aid exercise, two 
British reservists on the CIOR staff were 
plunged into the real thing, writes 
Graham Bound. 

SSgt Daz Fanshaw, a TA permanent staff 
instructor, and TA combat medical techni- 
cian Cpl Lynn Hailey were among the first 
on the scene of a multi-car crash in which 
two people were killed and others seriously 
injured. The two soldiers gave first aid, 
helped to move the wreckage and gently car- 
ried a man with suspected spinal injuries to 
an ambulance. Later, they rescued an 
injured and confused man who had wan- 
dered away from the scene. 

Compared with this drama, the mock 
scenes of combat injury being staged by the 
international band of reserve officers at St 
Omer Barracks, Aldershot, seemed tame. 
But the real-life event undoubtedly remind- 
ed the reservists that their life-saving skills 
can very easily be put to the ultimate test. 

Life-saving was just one skill exercised 
during the CIOR 98 military competition, 
which ran simultaneously with the organisa- 
tion’s annual conference at Brighton in July. 

From their temporary base at Aldershot, 
54 three-man teams €rom 15 North Ameri- 
can and European nations also competed 
over land and water obstacle course, strug- 
gled for supremacy on the rifle range (all 
using the British SA80 rifle), and, in the 

week‘s main event, tested map-reading skills 
and fitness in an orienteeringexercise. 

Most member-nations of the CIOR, 
which marked its 50th anniversary last year, 
are members of NATO. But this year, for 
the first time, the “Parmership for Peace” 
nations, Finland, Austria, Bulgaria and 
Switzerland, were also admitted. Member 
nations take it in turn to host both the 
annual meeting and the competition. 

Leading the group of British hosts was 
Maj Jerry Levine of The Black Watch. After 
almost six months of detailed planning, he 
led a team of more than 200 administrators, 
clerks, weapons experts and catering staff, 
who made sure the event went off without a 
hitch. It was, he said, very satisfying work. 
“And, because we put the emphasis on 
having fun, you make a lot of good friends.” 

RANSOM DEMAND 

Friendships were briefly strained when a 
group of American reservists “kidnapped” 
the French talisman, a large fluorescent ball 
which, in the fashion of a dunce’s cap, had 
to be carried by the team member who com- 
mitred the silliest mistake on any day. The 
Americans insisted that, as a ransom, the 
French should sing the Brazilian national 
anthem -on the day of the World Cup final. 
The French soldiers did so, and le bode was 
returned. But, as history records, they had 
the last very loud laugh. 

British veterans’ teams fmished first and 
second in the main competition. 
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lW, the Service’s premier 
shooting- . , Firing 
M SABO, Wendy, of the 3rd 
~ a n a r i ,  me b y a i  Irish Reg- 

It was tough to keep up 
withthemen,’shetoldSoMier. 
Her commltmenl paid ofl and 
she hoees her performance 

I imeni.finished71staiBisley. 

will be ‘an i n c e n h  to oher 
ssrvioefemalas. 
M N h W a t a r  

Surfing soldiers 
bring swimmer 
back from dead 
SWIFT action by Britisb soldiers 
saved the life of a 16-stone Czech 
woman who got into difficulties 
swimming off the Adriatic island of 
Brac and “died” four times. 

Mrs Eva Necasove, 62, and her 
husband, Jan, were in the bay ourside 
their hotel when she started to drown. 
Soldiers windsurfing nearby beard his 
cries for help and sped to the scene. 

QMSI Nigel Breckell, APTC, and 
serving with 35 Engineer Regiment, 
was one of the first to reach the 
couple and with the help of other sol- 
diers pulled them into a safety boat. 
WO Breckell gave mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation to Mrs Necasove, who 
had stopped breathing. 

HEART STOPPED 
Cpl Andrew Fielder, from 2 Close 

Support Regiment RIX, who was 
piloting a second safety boat, helped 
in the rescue and Army medic Cpl 
Sally Townsley, of 5 Field Ambulance 
RAMC, arrived to join the team. The 
woman’s heart stopped beatkg twice 
before they reached the beach, but 
both times she was revived by heart 
massage in the cramped bottom of 
the inflatable launch, which was 
bouncing on the waves. 

Her heart stopped again as she was 

lifted by seven men out of the boat. 
WO1 Michael Stott, APTC, organ- 

ised the recovery and journey to the 
island’s port. 

MIS Necasove suffered another 
heart attack in the hotel van used to 
take her on the 45-minute trip over 
steep, twisting mountain roads to the 
port but WO Breckell and Cpl 
Townsley again brought her round 
with a combination of chm compres- 
sion and mouth-to-mouth. 

“Every time the van braked,” said 
Cpl Townsley, “we would go flying 
down one end while trying to hold on 
to Eva, making sure at the same time 
that she had oxygen and a pulse.” 

Emergency services took her by 
high-speed launch from the island to 
hospital in Split, where she was later 
taken off the danger list and said to be 
making a good recovery. 

WO Stott is chief instructor at the 
Brac adventurous uaining centre 
which provides five-day breaks for 
soldiers serving with NATO’s Stabili- 
sation Force in Bosnia. 

He said “We had procedures in 
place in case one of our soldiers had a 
problem. The incident proved a good 
test and we shall see ifwe can improve 
them further.” 

~ m l e . . u r l : ~ ~ h w a ~ Q l n D l N t p . l B n r M I , w o l  ulch..l 
Stow, h.ch twri.t Mr J a  b&owow, Cpl SlliIy Townsley and Cpl Andrew Fielder 

Ardent gunners on 
target at Otterburn 
TROOPS from Belgium, Italy, Ger- 
many, the Netherlands, Spain, the 
USA and the UK converged on the 
Otterburn training area in Northum- 
berland for an exercise initially 
planned to take place at Cap0 Teula- 
dam Sardinia. 

But the Ardent Ground exercise for 
2,000 Allied Command Eumpe 
Mobile Force (Land) (AMF(L)) 
artillery element troops was too large 
for the Sardinian range and had to be 
transferred to Otterburn. 

Heavy rain reduced visibility at 
times but did not prevent mass live 

0 Old shell cases, grenades and 
mortar parts are being cleared by a 33 
Regiment RE team from a former indus- 
trial slte at Chasetown near Lichfield. 

indirect tiring of artillery and mor- 
tars. There was a first for one Temto- 
rial Army battery, Leeds-based 269 
West Riding Battery RA 0. It 
stepped in for 19/5 Battery, 19 Regi- 
ment RA, currently in Cyprus. 

The British element included F 
(Sphinx) Battery, 7 RHA and the 
mortar platoon of the 3rd Battalion, 
The Parachute Regiment. Bulford- 
based Combat Services Support Bat- 
talion (UK) was heavily involved and 
air support was provided by the FWF. 

A German battery fired its light 
artillery rocket system on British soil 
for the h t  time. 

Co-ordinator Maj Peter Cogan 
said “Ardent Ground is the most 
important NATO exercise from the 
artillery and live-6ring perspective.” 

AMF(L), consisting of ten infantry 
battalions, eight artiuery batteries, a 
mortar battery and logistic support, is 
designed to be in theatre with its sup 
plies and ammunition within 13 days. 

Evoy drop counts 

k 

c 

W s h  sappers M p  to relieve C m ’ w o r s t  vt&%W- 
shottage for 30 years. ~ i i h i g h  users are owlstantiy 
reminded tosave a8 much ofthe predws stuff a s p -  
sible, and consumption on British bases ha6 been cut 
by 30 per cent, the situation has remained critical. 

Wells drilled by C h i t w e l l M  521 Speciallst Team 
RE have g ~ l e  some way to relieving the pressure on 
the Brillsh bases. The wells are backedup by a desall- 
nation plant installed in Happy Valley near h e  Akrotiri 
base. Under the leadership of the appropriately- 
named Capt Mkk W a t M .  the B f W l  engineers 
worked me IMe-known up to 14 hours unit a of day professional on the projects. drillers brought 

fresh water to I m p s  serving in Bosnia last year and 
may swn turn their attentions to Belize. 

Historic barracks 
will be protected 
IT WOULD never have occurred to Private 
Tommy Arkins and his fellow barrack-room 
lawyers to describe the often austere and forbid- 
ding buildings in which he was obliged to spend 
so much of his time as “wonderful”. 

En#ish Heritage, the Ministry of Defence and 
Heritage Secretary Tony Banhs take a different 
view - so much so that following a survey, more 
than 100 “triumpbs of military construction” 
datingfrom 160010 1914havebeenaddedtothe 
list of buildings of special architecnual or historic 
interest. These h c k  buildings and other mili- 
tary structure8 have been given various degrees 
of development protection. 

The announcement on July 8 was timely, coin- 
ciding with the publication of the White Paper on 
the Smtegic Defence Review, which includes a 
proposal to sell off unwanted military assets. 
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Reports: Graham Bardgeti 
THE Scots Guards took the military lead 
as the huge police-led security operation 
at Drumcree, Portadown began, but were 
joined by the 1st Battalion, The Para- 
chute Regiment, flown in from the main- 
land, and the East Tyrone-based 1st 
Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Wales 
as the stand-off escalated. 

They formed left and right flank forma- 
tions at the barricades just yards from 
Drumcree Parish Church to support the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary uphold the 
ruling of the Parades Commission that 
Orangemen should not march down the 
Garvaghy Road. 

Reinforcements from the 1st Battalion, 
The King’s Regiment, the UK Stand-by 
Battalion, were also flown in from the 
mainland as the confrontation sparked off 
sporadic violence throughout Northern 
Ireland, with police and soldiers coming 
under gun, petrol bomb and blast bomb 
attack. 

The massive operation at Drumcree 
also involved soldiers from the 1st Battal- 
ion, The Argyll and Sutherland High- 
landers, the 1st Battalion, The Cheshire 
Regiment and the 1st Battalion, The 
Highlanders. 

Units of the Royal Engineers, the Royal 
Logistic Corps and EOD teams joined 
members of the 3rd Battalion, The Royal 
Irish Regiment at the Mahon Road police 
and Army base in Portadown, headquar- 
ters of 3 Infantry Brigade. 

The deployment of purpose-built steel 
containers filled with concrete lifted by 

changed mood 
THE Drumcree s t a n d 4  between 
Orangemen and Security Forces, which 
had dominated the news for more than 
a week, was overtaken by the petrol 
bomb kllllng of thcch i ld ren  at their 
home in Ballymoney, CO Antrim. 

ReleeK of pollce video footage of a 
loyalist gunman firing at Security 
Forces was believed to be responsible 
for starting the trickle of law-abiding 
Orangemen away from Drumcree. As 
news of the kllllngs spread, the trickle 
turned Into a flood. 

Suddenly, at 0400 on the Sunday 
morning of the Nvelfth, after another 
night of escalating violence at Drum- 
cree, observers detected a change In 
mood as Northern Ireland began to 
absorb the horror of the deaths of 
Richard (ll), Mark(9) end Jeson (7) 
Qulnn, when a petrol bomb was thrown 
Into their home. 

Pollce etatlstlcs revealed there had 
been 2,133 public disorder incidents 
across the province between 0600 on 
July 4 to 0600 on July 12. Seventy 
pollce offlcers were Injured and 254 
people arrested. There were 598 attacks 
on SF members, Including 19 shooting 
incidents and 44 blast bombings. Some 
621 petrol bombs were thrown, and 
2,237 recovered. A total of 176 vehicles 
were highjacked and 453 damaged. Up 
to 130 houses were damaged and 155 
attacked. More than 750 plastic baton 
rounds were fired by police. 

Army DROPS vehicles was a key factor in 
the security operation. It was backed up 
by the laying of barbed wire fencing to 
form the barricades on the Orangemen’s 
intended route hack from Drumcree 
Church to the Catholic-Nationalist Gar- 
vaghy Road area. 

Additional Saxon vehicles, low-loaders 
and other equipment were deployed in 
the province and the number of troops 
was increased to about 17,000 with the 
arrival of 1 Kings from Weeton Barracks, 
Blackpool and 1 Para from Aldershot. 

On guard: Soldiers of the UK Stand-by 
Battalion, the 1st Battalion, The King’s 
Regiment, patrol north Belfast during the 
Drumcree stand-off. The Kingsmen flew in 
by Hercules from Blackpool to support the 
RUC as sporadic violence broke out In the 
city. Capt David White, left, and LCpl Stew- 
art Barlow provide top cover in the leading 
vehicle. Lt Col Chrls Owen, the CO, said: 
“We borrowed 20 Saxons from Catterick to 
bring over. When we arrived the tension 
was palpable. Two companies deployed to 
assist 7 R Irish, one went to 2 LI and the 
other to The Staffordshire Regiment‘s 
base at Musgrave Park in west Belfast.” 

Loggies‘ best-laid plans give troops quality food 
ADVANCE planning for the potentially 
explosive situation at Drumcree provided 
contingency arrangements for virtually 
every eventuality as Headquarters North- 
ern Ireland again faced up to its biggest 
operational commitment in support of 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary. 

A huge police and military operation 
was planned in detail months before the 
marching season began, with extra Saxon 
armoured protective vehicles brought in 
to ensue the troops’ flexibility of move- 

ment. Heavy plant, including Terex dig- 
gers to remove burning obstacles and 
DROPS vehicles to position huge ready- 
use barriers made of steel containers filled 
with concrete, were deployed to Portad- 
own’s main security force base at Mahon 
Road. 

In the week before the march, kilome- 
tres of triple concertina wire were loaded 
on to Leyland 4-tonne trucks ready to be 
deployed. Helicopter landing and re-fuel- 
ing sites for Chinooks, Pumas and Lynx 

were made ready. Tonnes of canned and 
refrigerated food were transported in, as 
were row after row of tents and enough 
field catering equipment to keep 40 chefs 
busy. Dozens of temporary toilets and 
shower units completed the sophisticated 
logistical support operation. 

Maj Colin Riddell, in charge of logistics 
at Mabon Road, said “I am focused on 
getting the troops fed as well as looking 
after administrative arrangements. I have 
concerns about what happens on the 

ground, but really we have to make sure 
the boys are looked after properly. 

“We always have to legislate for the 
worst-case scenario and in a siege envi- 
ronment we have to ensure that we are 
self-sufficient. One of the key problems is 
actually getting food to the troops when 
they require it and at a high standard.” 

Evening menus for troops at Drumcree 
ranged from roasts to rump and braised 
steak, cottage pie to pasta bake and beef- 
burgers, and pork schnitzel to lasagne. 

Eyeball-to-eyeball: Soldiers of the 1 st Battalion, The Scots Guards repair barbed wire fenc- 
Ing at Drumcree on the fifth day of the stand-aff. Much of the vlolence took place at night 

AS the stand-off at Drumcree spilt into a 
second week, with the threat of violence over 
the July 12 weekend, the 1st Battalion. The 
Parachute Regiment was moved into the 
front-line barricades near DNmcree Church. 

This diary of one day at Drumcree is com- 
piled from the reports of officers on the scene. 

July 10 
1st Battalion, The Parachute Regiment: 
1 Para took over on the outer and inner 

cordons at 0600, with elements moving in by 
helicopter and road. They arrived to find the 
pressure from Orangemen and supporters 
building up. Overnight, elements of the bat- 
talion were subjected to fireworks and a van- 
ety of other missiles. Four police officers 
wereinjuredinanall bombattackonthefront 
line. 
1st Battalion, Scots Guards: 
Scots Guards continue to hold the centre 

of the line at the obstacles and barricades 
near Drumcree Church. They were faced 
during the night by anaCgry mob of Orange- 
men attempting to breach the wire and march 

down the GaNaghy Road. With the support 
of police and neighbouring battalions, the 
break-out wasstopped. 
1st Battalion, The Argyll and Suther- 

land Highlanders: 
The Argyll6 are holding the left side of the 

wire in conjunction with the Scots Guards. It 
is hard to estimate numbers but the police put 
the figure at anything up to 20,000. While the 
majority are peaceful, they bring with them an 

Garvaghy Road is getting more tense. The 
battalion has had no Injuries. 

element intent on violence.  about 2,000 
made repeated attempts to breach the wire 
obstace in the Argyll’s area with no major 
success. Battalion suffers no casualties. 
1st Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment: 
During the biggest confrontation so far on 

the wire, men from the Cheshire were moved 
folward to reinforce the obstacles. where 
they held the line against a concerted effort 
by several hundred Orangemen to break 
through. In Portadown the situation along the 
interface at the bottom of Obins Street and 

The Wall stands its ground 
ONE of the most remarkable aspects of 
the Drumcree stand-off was the massive 
crowd-control obstacle, or CCO to 
accord it its military nomenclature. 

Conceived by the design cell at 25 
Engineer Regiment and built by 43 Field 
Support Squadron RE, the CCO was 
made available for the marching season 
last year, hut used for the first time at 
Drumcree last month. 

It took the sappers six hours to put the 
pre-fabricated concrete-filled Drops con- 

tainers in place on the road and 15 hours 
to complete the operation by “enhanc- 
ing” a ditch using excavators and setting 
up other obstacles around Portadown. 

“It was a large operation, but we were 
very happy with the way it went: said 
Capt Peter Cartmill, ops officer of 33 
Field Squadron, which erected the CCO. 

He said attempts had been made to 
blow the top off the obstacle with gas bot- 
tles, but it had stood up well to “a fair 
amount of aggravation”. 
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Feat u re 

Hunter-k 
Weighing in at 64 brutal tonnes, the fearsome bulk oi 
Challenger 2 promises to make its presence felt in the 
Army - and on anyone foolish enough to take it on - 
well into the next century. The Royal Scots Dragoo 
;uards, the first unit to be equipped with the n m  
uper tank, gave Soldier an exclusive previt 

most fearsome weapon has arrived.True, 
it is a little late - manufacturers Vickers 
‘ id to put their thinking caps hack on 

>en an early version failed to meet the 
.;my’s requirements - hut by all 
accounts it has been worth the wait. 

Certainly no one could he happier with 
what they irreverently call “their new toy” 
than the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards. 

At their Fallingbostel base in Germany 
d back in the UK, the Scots DG spent 

year the first of the plastic-wrapped jur 
gernauts was eased off its low-loade 
there was a palpable sense of excitemeni 

Even now, six months into conversio 
training, and with mud and chipped paint 
replacing the bubble-wrap, crews contin- 
ue to enthuse about the machines. 

The regiment’s CO, Lt Col Andrew 
Phillips, who commands his own tank, 
works as hard as any NCO or trooper to 
become accustomed to it. He points out 
that a mere four per cent of the new tank’s 
components arc derived from Challenger 
I .  “I t  might have been wise to give the 
tank a completely different name,” he 
said, before rattling off (with a speed 
approaching the firing rate of a Chal- 
lenger 2 chain gun) an impressive list of 
virtues. 

“It is a very, very fightable machine,” 
---‘-used the CO. “Lots of thought has 

into its armour, including protection 
the air. And we have greater speed 

which increases protection. What’s more 
we don’t have to blow everyone up. 

s we’ll just have to turn up and 
they’ll lose the will 
to fight.” 

Some enemies 
may, however, 
need a little per- 
suasion from off- 
ensive features 
such as “hunter- 
killer”, the dual 

1 targeting system 
which h allows 
gunner s  a n d  
commanders to 
operate inde- 
pendently, en- 

Aas the tankS gaging targets 
almost as if they are being deliv- 

red on a conveyor belt. While a 
Prier is locked on to one target, his 
loss can he using identical equip. 

. Aircrait-standard d 

ment I next target og it 
into t h ~  L L L x s ~  wrrrputer. 

By merely punching a button, the com- 
mander can bring the huge 120mm 
barrel to bear on the new target, hand it  
over to the gunner for destruction and 
begin the process again. Using hunter- 
killer, a good crew can squeeze off 20 
rounds a minute from the almost perfecr- 
ly stabilised gun, 

It would be all to easy to rely totally on 
the tank‘s modcrn equipment, but auxil- 
iary systems give crews vital security. Ifall 
else fails, old-fashioned optical sights are 
available. And power can he supplied by a 
smaller auxiliary engine, batteries or even 
old-fashioned elbow grease. 

Other developments seem almost 
whimsical by comparison, but they make 
the crews’ work easier and more efficient. 
Track tensioning, which once involved 
hack-breaking labour by an entire crew, 
can now be accomplished by the driver 
alone from within the hull. 

In a trick which will be the envy of mil- 
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lions of ordinary motorists, fuel pumps Both LCpl Carter and his colleague, 
can be reversed so that the tank can roll fitter Cpl Andrew Pembroke, rely on lap- 
into a service station, insert its integral top computers for diagnostic work. “We 
hose into the diesel tanks and suck up the just plug them in and they tell us where to 
fuel. No credit cards are needed, but this look for a problem,” explained Cp1 Pem- 
is strictly a wartime, last-resort measure. broke. 

To squadron commander Maj Chris He pointed out that the main engine ~ 

Brannigan the impressive new kit means all 1,200 BHP and 12 cylinders of it  is 
that the regiment is able to achieve more also “managed” by integral computer 
with less. Traditional tactics are, there- systems. So efficiently are the engines 
fore, being reassessed. controlled chat after 2,000 hours of use 

the Scots DG vehicles have burned only 
four litres of oil. LEARNING CURVE 

“We are sdll finding out what all the The superficial differences between 
ramifications are,” be said while taking a Challenger 2 and its predecessor are 
break from a 72-hour exercise on the fewer than might be expected.Thr longer 
ranges near Fallingbostel. “But it is clear turret, a Lump at the base ofthe gun barrel 
that the whole crew does not now need to housing the new thermal imager and a 
be tied into the same task.” differently-shaped “skirt” over the tracks 

The ramifications have been more do give the game away, but within the hull 
immediately obvious for the REME sup- changes are very obvious. 
port unit. According to LCpl Ross T h e  tank remains cramped of course ~ 

Carter, a control equipment technician, that will always be the tank crews’ lot ~ 

the hunter-killer unit is particularly hut packed in around the huge breach 
demanding. and dual hunter-killer controls is an air- 

conditioning and heating system which 
greatly improves crew comfort. This fea- 
ture is especially appreciated during NBC 
training when the tank can he fully sealed 
and yet remain comfortable. Vickers and 
the MOD apparently appreciate that a 
happy tank is an efficient tank. 

The crews are still becoming accus- 
tomed to their new equipment and feeling 
their way towards full operability. Exercis- 
es have not yrt tested them and their 
evolving tactics, but those trials will come 
next year when the regiment deploys to 
the BATUS ranges in Canada for a 
month of manoeuvres against mock 
enemy forces. 

Meanwhile, the crews who form the 
vanguard of the new Challenger 2 force, 
which will eventually he 386-srrong, are 
adjusting to the unfamiliar realiry of 
having little or nothing to grumble about. 

Cpl Kenneth Thompson, a trainer and 
gunner, speaks for many of his colleagues 
when he says thesr are times to be rel- 
ished. “11 was worth waiting for.” 
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me first Army gymnasium, 
IaH, was also at Aldershot. 
npicai spolts and exerclsea 
of the p r l c d  are shown in 
this engraving 

Keeplngflt to fight Erompton 
Qym, below, designed for the 

A n y  by the f f l fma pioneer I Archlbald MacLaren and built In 
the early 1860s. 1s s t i l l  in usa 



Island of 
adven tu re 

portunity knocks p” r Light infantry 
“CYPRUS is a perfect base for adven- 
turous training, and if a battalion 
comes here and doesn’t take advantage 
of it, they must be mad.” Maj Ralph 
Arundell of D Coy, 1 LI, based at the 
Western SovereignBase Area, does not 
mince his words, but his attitude accu- 
rately sums up the Light Infantry’s ani- 
tude to a tour on the island. 

The 550 men of the 1st Battalion. 
stationed at the i 

Base Area, have COI 
of one expedition a 
month. Soldiers 
with a head for 
heights have been 
climbing in Jordan, 
the Himalayas and 
the Alps, while 
those who pre- 
ferred to get their 
feet wet have been 

~ ~~~ 

I 
4kmtiri Sovereign 
iducted an average 

’Taut drum’ emerges from a 
mix of operationsind sport 

&ports: Graham Bound 
Plctures: Mika Weston 

what the unit calls “organised recre- 
ation”: mainly water-skiing (the Poachers 
brought their own speedboat from the 
UK), canoeing and windswing. Paras- 
cending and scuba diving are planned. 

It all helps to sugar the bitter pill of 
curfew, which has to be taken by all aol- 

SOLDIERS of the 2nd Battalion, 
The Royal Anglian Regiment make no 
bones about the benefits of serving on the 
island of Cyprus, where they have been 
iince February this year. 

involved in ocean dell: CYPrUS IS 
sailing expeditions the perfect base 
across the Mediter- ‘Or 

ranean and taken sea kayaks around 
the coast of Cyprus. 

“We will run 772 advennuous train- 
ing course places thm year,” explained 
Mai Arundell, adding that the battal- 
ion’s goal is to give every soldier at least 
five days of such activity during the 
year. 

mistake to wms a It would, however, be 
think that this posting is day. There 
are very real operational demands, com- 

Companies rotate fortnighdy between 
two levels of training as well as standby 

MORALE 
e dare-devil activities are consid- 

ered an important means of maintain- 
ing morale among men who face a 
heavy and repetitive work-load of 
guard duties, patrolling and training. 
The four companies are responsible for 
protecting the main base area itself as 
well as the mountain-top communica- 
don sites and, since the departure from 
Cyprus of the RAF Regiment, the 
h o t h i  air base. It is a demanding pro- 
yamme, complicated by the need to 
hoe-horn in occasional company- 
strength operational tours to the Falk- 
.ands and training missions to the 
Middle East. Recently companies have 
:xercised in Egypt and Jordan. 

”Its not as if the boys aren’t busy 
:nough here,” said Maj Arundell, 
warming to his favourite theme. “But 
we do have some wonderful opporruni- 
ies, and it would be a shame to miss 

I 

I, wouldn’t it?” 

i 

1 

UN-perrolled Mer zone and from there 
into Turbsh-controlled territory. 

“We control passes, warn tourists that 
Greek and British authority does not 
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it up arlth a ednuhtl 
h%ge “We need to be taut:‘ he ssgs, 
“because a tight drum beats better.” 

dr#n&eroad,searhtslgassad~ TheCO 
back.” 
There is no doubt that these opera- 

tional duties, the demands of mining and 
the need to give soldiers time to enjoy the Cyprua lnermna tmop - Pag. 22 



Unit foc 

Going to sea with the RLC 
WHEN alarm bells again sounded in the 
Arabian Gulf a few months ago, the air- 
craft carrier HMS Invincible was prepared 
for a possible mission against Iraq. Press 
attention turned to the ship as she 
steamed across the Mediterranean. But 
few people realised that a tiny fleet of 
much smaller water craft, this time 
crewed by soldiers, was also involved. 

As Invincible approached Cyprus, the 
boats operated by the 20 soldiers of 417 
Maritime Troop RLC based at Akrotiri 
were mobilised to lend the carrier a hand, 
writes Graham Bound. 

For several long and hot days the skip- 
pers and boat handlers, with a few civilian 
helpers, sbuttled to and from Invincible, 
exchanging personnel and delivering 
mail, spare parts and longed-for fresh 
food. The landing craft and patrol boats 
fussed around the carrier like devoted 
sheepdogs. 

GULF WAR 
This time the threatened crisis blew 

over quickly, but it reminded unit OC 
WO1 Nick Lyon that once, during a pre- 
vious Cyprus tour, he was involved in a 
much larger operation: supporting the 
fleet of ships bound for the GulfWar. 

Cyprus was then the linchpin for naval 
operations and the Port Squadron found 
itself involved in a huge logistical opera- 
tion. The seaborne-loggies carried, 
among other things, thousands of bombs 
to and from the freighters and warships. 
“The RAF eventually dropped t h e r ”  
said WO 1 Lyon, “but we made sure tl 
cot to the rieht olace.”Witb a - - 
tinge of re&et he added: “It 
was an incredibly busy time for 
us, but people didn’t under- 
stand the logistic support that 
went into that action.” 

The “Maritime Army’’ or 
“blue jobs” as these specialists 
are sometimes known, often 
have to remind themselves that 
they really are soldiers. They 
wear blue uniforms similar to 

iN - -7 

Lyon, “Some soldiers don’t understand 
us at all well.” 

Sensibly, the commander of the large 
Royal Logistics unit in Cyprus recognises 

that maritime work is a whole 
different world. He has appoin- 
ted WO1 Lyon as his special 
adviser on maritime matters. 
Nick also regularly advises the 
staff at HQ British Forces 

Although small by naval 
standards, WO1 Lyon’s boats 
have considerable lifting power. 
Moored at the dedicated dock 
below the sauadron’s cliff-too 

Cyprus. 

WO1 Nick Lyon: The 
sailors an3 most ofthe men In l o W Y  Who h‘s HQ are WO bccfy landing craft 
tbe unit. includine WO1 Lvon. (LCLs), Akvab and Anddsua Own ‘“le 

I . .  
have spent their entire Army careers Each weighs 200~0nn& when empty and 
working in boats. Sometimes it is even is capable of carrying a company of 
easier to communicate with their Royal armed soldiers or up to 96 tonnes of 
Navy colleagues than with fellow soldiers. cargo. 
“We speak the same language,” said WO 1 Even greater lifting capacity is provided 

by an ungainly-looking but capacious 
Mexiflote motorised barge, while a clutch 
of patrol launches and inflatable boats is 
used for light transport and fast patrol 
work. 

One way or another the famous beacb- 
es of Cyprus play an important part in the 
lives of the PortTroop.The LCLs, packed 
with infantry from the two resident bat- 
talions, are frequently deployed to prac- 
tise amphibious landings and evacua- 
tions. The fast launches are used to check 
for swimmers in the potentially danger- 
ous areas near ranges, and twice a year the 
boats are used to lay or remove the long 
lines of red buoys which mark safe swim- 
ming areas. 

Baparch it ain’t - for one thing the red 
swimsuits are missing, But Nick Lyon 
doesn’t deny that running his own lirtle 
fleet from the sunshine island is a plum 
job. It is, as he says, “. , , a great view from 
the office”. 
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Exercise repor t  

British batta I i on s 
experience a 
‘power projection 
Platform’ in 
Washington State 

Report: Tim Zlllessen 

AFTER more than three years away from 
the battlefield, the 1st Battalion, The 
Highlanders have undergone six weeks of 
intensive training under live fire. 

With operational duties having kept 
the Catterick-based Highlanders in 
Northern Ireland and elsewhere during 
the past few years, the north-western 
United States provided an ideal location 
for new commanding officer Lt Col 
Mark Dodson to test the mettle of his 
officers and soldiers. 

He took charge of the battalion just 
two days before the troops flew to Fort 
Lewis, Washington State, a “power pro- 
jection platform” for Paciiic-area opera- 
tions by the United States Army and 
home to more than 20,000 US soldiers in 
1 corps. 

His baptism of fire was made even more 
challenging by the fact that four of his 
company commanders had also just taken 
up theirpostings. In addition, many ofthe 
Highlanders were experiencing their first 
taste of live-fire training after an extensive 
stint in Northern Ireland. 

TESTING CONDITIONS 
Fort Lewis offers 1 15 live ammunition 

training areas over an area of 86,000 acres 
of forest, mountains and coastline and is 
complimented by the massive Yakima 
Training Centre which stretches for 
320,000 acres. 

The size of the ranges allowed the 
group to fire more than 400,000 rounds 
of ammunition, 1,200 mortar bombs, 
hundreds of grenades and 24 Milan anti- 
tank missiles during the six-week exercise 
involving in all about 750 troops. 

Maj Frank Philip, the 2iC, said “The 
competition for the use of range facilities 
in the UK is intense, but at Fort Lewis we 
were afforded the freedom and space to 
exploit invaluable training techniques 
which are vital to an infantry regiment 
such as ours. Not only did it help to pro- 
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ght firing: A mortar crew from 1 Hidrs makes use of the wlde open spaces at Fori Lewis 

duce highly competent soldiers for the 
field of battle but it was a crucial tool in 
raising the levels of morale and cama- 
raderie between the troops.” 

Because of operational commitments it 
was, he said, the first time since the regi- 
ment formed in 1994 that it had been able 
to hone its skills in the field. 

Co-operation with the Americans was 
first-class as usual, with Exercise Trum- 
pet Dance, now in its 15th consecutive 
year, providing training space unequalled 
in the UK. 

The aircraft of 4 Regiment AAC were 
able to fly with the support of three US 
Cobra combat helicopters and two 
Kiowra helicopters from the 1st Battal- 
ion, 25th Aviation Regiment (Attack) 
based in Hawaii. 

“To be able to take advantage of the 
Cobra and Kiowra helicopters enhanced 
the realism of the exercise,” said Maj 
Philip, “and was a real bonus as well as 
showing the great willingness of the 

American and British services to work in 
harmony.“ 

Lt Col Dodson said “It was the perfect 
opportunity to get to know my team and 
put them under pressure. It was mentally 
and physically taxing but I think the bat- 
talion came on in leaps and bounds 
during those few weeks of intensive train- 
ing with the added experience of working 
under live-firing conditions. 

“The exercise was exactly what we are 
in the job for and the opportunities 
offered at Fort Lewis were the best train- 
ing any soldier could have.” 

In the limited amount of rest and 
recreation available, many of the High- 
landers enjoyed some of the best skiing in 
the United States and for some there 
were nips to Las Vegas, Vancouver, or 
Toronto. 

A second Scottish regiment, the 1st 
Battalion, The Royal Scots, followed the 
Highlanders to Fort Lewis for the next in 
the Trumuet Dance series of exercises. 
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Videos in the MGM Home Entertainment series 
including The Hill, Kelly's Heroes, Where Eagles 

)are and The Battle ofBritain are now available for 
only E9.99 each or two for El5 

For your chance to win a set of 12 titles from 
this series simply answer the question below 

and return the couuon to: 

I ne Iirsr rnree correct answers to be drawn WIJJ win 
a set of 12 videos. The winners will be 

notified and the result will be published in Soldier. 
The Managing Editor's decision is final. 
So correspondence will be entered in to. 
A photocopy of this form is acceptable. 

Our heritage: Army's 
protected buildings 
PROTECTED buildings in the new 
list announced by the Heritage Min- 
ister (see Page 13 and feature. 
Pages 18-19) include the following, 
all Grade II except where stated 

Aldershot: Smith-Dorrien House, 
barracks Institute, 1908; Aldershot 
Military Museum, barrack huts, 
1894. 
Bodmln: Hartnell's SE and NW 
barrack blocks, 1881; Hartnell's 
sergeants' mess, 1881; NRA 
offices, former married quarters, 
1881; Sir John Mwre House, 
former officers' quarters and mess, 
1881; The Drum Major, former hos- 
pilal, now public house, 1881. 
Caterham Guards Depot: St 
MichaeI's churchyard piers and 
walls, 1886. 
Clrencester: m e  Old Barracks, 
militia armoury, store and NCO bar- 
racks, 1857 - upgraded to Grade 
Iif. 
Colchester'- Le Cateau: Cavalry 
barracks A and B, 1863; riding 
school, 1860; schoolroom, ~1863; 
former officers' quarters, ~1863; 
sergeants' mess, c1861; garrison 
church, 1856- upgraded to W. 
DOVel Castle: Otficers' barracks, 
wails and railings; officers' bar- 
racks dwarf walls, piers and lamps 
to steps, 1856-58; admin block, lor- 
merly officers' quarters, 1861; 
former regimental institute, 1868; 
grand shafl stairs and anached rail- 
ings, 1803-5. 
Maidstone: Officers' quarters, 
cl797-98 - upgraded to Ii'. 
Exeter: Former riding school, 
Higher Barracks, 1794; former 
forage bam, Higher Barracks 
1794; former hospital, 1794; Build- 
ings I and 11, former gunners' bar- 
racks, Wyvem Barracks, 1806; 
guardhouse and attached wall, 
Wyvern Barracks, 18004 
Frimley and Camberley - Royal 
Mllltery Academy: Staff College 
House, 1860s. 
Gllllngham, Kent (All Brompton 
Barracks): Gymnasium, 1863 - 
Grade 11'; South Block, 1804-6 - 
changed from Scheduled Ancient 
Monument (SAM) to Grade 11.; 
North Block, 1804-6-from SAM to 
Grade 11'; Officers' Block, 1804.6, 
Im SAM to Grade 11,; School 
House, early C19 - from SAM to 
Grade il'; Lecture Theatre, early 
C19 - from SAM to Grade II; HQ 
RSME. institute, 1872-4, now 
offices - from SAM to Grade il; 
Boer War Memorial Arch, 1902 - 
Grade 11'; Crimean War Memorial 
Arch, 1856 - Grade iI*; Lord Kitch- 
ener Memorial, ~1920; Gen 
Gordon Memorial, 1890 - Grade 
Ii.. 
Gosport (SI George's Barracks): 
gymnasium, 1868: hospital, ~1860. 
Grantham: Former barracks, 
Beacon Lane, 1858. 
Guildford: Stoughton Barracks, 
keep and attached gateway, former 
armoury. guard house and store, 
1876. now flats. 
Kempston, Bedford: Former bar- 
racks armoury. stores and quar- 
ters. 1876, now Bedford Masonic 
Centre. 

London area 
Chelsea: Cavalry House, Duke of 
York's HQ, early-mid Cl9. 
WMmlnster: Riding schwl, St 
John's Wwd Barracks, 1823. 
Greenwich Royal Military AcdB- 
my, main building: Military academy, 
library, barracks. offices and mess 
18058 - upgraded to 11.; West and 
East Lodges, RMA, 1862; ovelmmw 
lamp. Jashoda House, eally C19 
Royal Artillery Barracks. main build- 
ing. Artillery barracks, oftices and 
mess. east hail 1775.82, west half 
1802 -upgraded to W. 
Hounslow: Hardinge Block, 1872- 
80; Naafi building. 1875 former MO 
building, 1860; barrachaster's 
house, ct876: medical centre, 
~1862; former hospital, c1793. 

Maker with Rame, Cornwall: Bar- 
rack block, 1804-8 - Grade (I*; 
Maker Heights Barracks guard 
house. boundary wall and ancillary 
buildings - upgraded to W. 
Northampton: TA Centre and Drill 
Hall. Militia armoury 1859. drill hall 
C1880. 
Plrbrlght: Muzzle-ioaders' Assoc 
Hut, Bisley. Rifle clubhouse, 1891 
Plymouth (Royal Citadel): Gover- 
nor's house and steps, 1667-75, 
extended ~1770. now ofices - 
Grade 11.; great store, 1667-75 - 
Grade 11'; guardhouse, 1667.75. 
rebuilt c1745; junior ranks' club, 
1898-1900; main barracks 1897- 
8 9  MQs and sergeants' quarters, 
1895-1900; officers' quarters and 
mess, 1895; ccwkhouse, 1902- 
1905; school, 1895-1905; former 
hospital, mid-C18. now transil 
accommodation. 
Portsmouth: Former barracks, 
~1855-60, now Portsmouth Gram- 
mar School; iron railings to former 
Clarence Barracks, ~1880, now 
museum. 
Reading (Bmk Barracks): ORcers' 
quarters and mess; former hospital; 
former sergeants quarters; Tofrek 
and Anson barracks: all 1877. 
Richmond, Yorkhlre: Former 
officers' quarters, the Garden Vil- 
lage. 1874-75, converted to retire- 
ment home 1980. 
ROchester - Frlndsbury Exira: 
The Barracks, Upnor Castle, 1717- 
18, now store and museum - 
upgradedfrom Il*to I. 
Sandhurst - Royal Military 
Academy: Gymnasium, c1910 
New Building. 1911-18, officers' 
training mllege, mess and bar- 
racks; library, originally gymnasium, 
1882 -oldest example of Army gym 
and only the third buin; Royal 
Memorial Chapel, 1879; College 
Farm, mid-Cl8, barn converted to 
pair of houses, now offices; Chapel 
Square, c 1810 -Nos 1-3 London 
Road; No 4 London Road No 5 
London Road; Nos 6-8 London 
Road. 
Shwbury Garrison - British 
School of Gunnery: Three cook- 
houses to rear of Horseshoe Bar- 
racks, 1859 clerk of works' house, 
c1861. 
nlbury: Officers' barracks, Tilbury 
Fort, 1772, originally terrace of 22 
houses, now seven houses and 
museum -Grade 11.. 
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THRHE parr-time wldiem from the 
Nonh East earned a mcotion in the foot- 
notes of Territorial Army history when 
they fired the Multiple Launch Rocket 
System (MLRS) at Castlemartin ranges 

bas of 101 Regiment 
an Gunners - 

the f i s t  and only TA unit to receive the 
Royal Aptillerys latest and most lethal 
weapon system. 

TheTerrlss &gd reduced-range prac- 
tice rockas a m s  the training area fol- 
lowing months of nsining on MLRS, 
which had its baotism of fire durim the - 
Qulf War. 

Set Paul N i s b  h m  Tarrow ppyt the 
ord& for crew m e m G  LB& Richard 
Young, from South Shields, and Bdr 
Derelt Jones, from Walker, to fire the 
rocket. 

Uwe w w  battened down in the hunch- 
er and w e  unaware that we were the first 
to fire,” said Sgt Nisben. “It was only 
when we got back to the hide after the 
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Northumbrian 
Gunners try 
MLRS for size 

firing that someone told us we had made 
history!’ 

It was a memorable start for new com- 
manding officer, Lt Col Alan Mears, who 

ed the reghnent. He is, how- 
ever, no manger to 101, having been its 
a d j u m t h  the 1980s. 
“There is no doubt that the high point 

of the camp was Betting the first rocket 
down the ntnge, which we did seven&- 
utes & the range opened,” he said. 

“We see more advanced in our ability fo 
command and control than we expected 
to be and that bodes well fot the funm. 
This is key equipment within the Army‘s 

Order of Bame. It IS not just to be storcri 
orplayed with . . . we are an integral part 
of 1 Artillery Brigade, which in turn con- 
tri!autes to the NATO forccs suucture. 

‘If we had another scenario like the 
Gulf War I would expect this regiment to 
be sending out formed detachments.“ 

WO2 Anthony Storey, one of the team 
responsible for MLW uaining, said 
“Theg starred in January and with hard 
work have managed to convert to Ml+tS 
in only 14 days’ training. After passmg 
theory and practical test% the detachment 
commanders have to 6re at least one 

were a bit overawed when they first 

when OUT first 
rocket went off. . . it is a great step for- 
ward for the regiment: 

“The rocket system is a totally Merent 
concept to the old field howitzer FH70 
guns we used to have.” 



From Westminster t o  Wapping 
A monthly digest of what's being said in Parliament and the Press 

Fr-1 petitioned on 
C _ _ _ _  k --r i[I _ _ _ _  S 

I C  I I  mci 
TWO organisations have asked the Prime one funded by the United States Defense 
Minister for a public inquiry to be held into Gulf Department with British co-operation. 
veterans' illnesses. 

One request came in a petition delivered to Other POint5 
No 10 Downing Street by the National Gulf from Parliament: 
Veterans' and Families' Association. The MLRS update: Britain is to take part in a 
other, in a letter from the Secretary General of joint programme to develop a new guided 
the Royal British Legion, followed a resolution rocket for the Multiple Launch Rocket System. 
approved at this year's annual conference. The new weapon, expected to be devel- 

Defence Minister Lord Gilbert said in a writ- oped with the US, France, Germany and Italy 
ten answer on July 14 that the Government -the UK's partners in the original highly-suc- 
would carefully consider cessfui MLRS pro- 
their requests. gramme - will have a 

Meanwhile, the MOD greater range and accura- 
is to provide f75,000 to cy than that now in use. 
fund a three-year inde- 
pendent review of world- Garrison strength As 
wide published research at May 31, 1998, about 
relating to Gulf veterans' 23.800 posts were directly 
illnesses. administered or associat- 

The study, announced ed with the Army gar- 
by Armed Forces Minis- risoned in Germany. 
ter John Reid on June This figure excludes the 
29, will be carried out by a team led by Prof various NATO headquarters and other posts 
Glyn Lewis at the University of Wales in distinct from the garrisons, but includes those 
Cardiff. troops who are based in Germany and 

The Government is already funding two deployed elsewhere, such as the former 
major epidemiological studies into the health Yugoslavia. Cost of the forces in 1997-98 was 
of Gulf veterans and their families, one of f1,139 million. 
which involves contacting all 53,000 people 
who SeNed in the theatre, plus a similar Bigger Army: Strength of the British Army 
number of people sewing at the time who did has gone up by 1,500 since May 1,  1997, 
not deploy there. Armed Forces Minister John Reid told the 

Three other studies are being carried out, Commons on July 20. 

Guardsmen: I 
mercyplea 1 
to the Queen I 
THE QUEEN was asked by the HOUW Of 
Lords on July 20 to exercise her Prerog 
atlve of Mercy to release Scots Guards- 
men Mark Wrlghtand James Flsherfrom 
thelr life sentence for the shooting of a 
Belfast teanager. 

Use of thls rare, centuriesold royal 
power 15 exerclsed on the advice of her 
mlnlsters. Northern Ireland Secretnry 

to revlew the case after a strong cam- 
palgn on the guardsmen's behalf and a 
June debate in the Lords, is expected to 
make an announcement later this 
month. 

The guardsmen have already served 
six years of their sentence. Former Chief 
of the Defence Staft Fd Marshal Lord 
Bramall sald the men had been carrying 
out thelr duty but had mnde a "tragic 
spllt-second error of judgement". 

MO Mowlem, who had already promlsed 

Challenger 2 deadline: All 386 Challenger 
2 tanks on order are expected to be delivered 
to British armoured regiments by February 
2002. 

Training areas: Salisbury Plain training 
area contains 38,000 hectares of land, of 
which up to 80 per cent can be available for 
military training. The figures for Otterburn 
training area are 23,000 hectares and 95 per 
cent availability. 

How the Press saw the 
Strategic Defence Review 

P Britain has finally turned its back on the 
old Soviet threat to gear up for a major new 
role on the world stage. - Daiiy Mail 

0 It is an exercise in words rather than a 
reorganisation or a rationalisation. It has the 
virtue. nonetheless. of marina the Forces 
serious financial cuis. -John keegan, Daiiy 
Telegraph 

1 5 Some will oe dismayea tnat Labodr si I 
wants Br lain to puncn aoove its weight and 
slay so close 10 the words only sdperpower, 
nsking oecoming. n the words of one cr t c 
'Amerca's GLrkhas' - Guardtan 

3 The review g ves Britain tne best of botn 
wof ds There nas oeen a small CJI n costs 
DUI not at tne expense of O J ~  fignting 
prowess - Sun 

4 The oJtcome for the Army is mixed Its 
armoureo capaoility s redwed oy the 
removal 01 Some ranks and troops from Ger- 
many, althodgh arguably reorgan,sation will 
mane t more effective The greatest re1 ef will 
come from tne commilment 10 ncrease the 
Size to dea w In overstretch - Fmanoal 
Tmes 

Other topics 

0 Britain's Armed Forces are its greatest 
source of national pride, according to a study 
of patriotism to be published in the United 
States. The National Opinion Research 
Centre at the University of Chicago says that 
the British rank their military above every- 
thing. Its sports achievements give the cow- 
try the least cause to feel good about itself. - 
Guardian 

0 Five airborne stand-off radar (ASTOR) 
spy planes that can track enemy tanks from 
200 miles away are to be ordered in the 
autumn for the Army and Royal Air Force. 
The decision to go ahead with the f750 mil- 
lion programme was taken during the review. 
- The Times 

0 There are likely to be campaigns to pre- 
serve some of the Territorial Army units. John 
Maples, the Tory spokesman on defence, 
said 172 TA centres would be closed. - Inde- 
pendent 

0 The impact of cutting the budget in real 
terms by f915 million-a-year by 2001-2002 
will be cushioned only if Mr Robertson suc- 
ceeds in selling off all the unwanted assets 
that have caused problems for all his prede- 
cessors. - The Times 

~ ~~ 

from the Criminal Injuries Compensation 
Board alter a six-year battle for a "decenr 
sum. He was initially awarded f115,OOO. - 
Daiiy Mail 

0 Military scientists have developed an 
"acoustic cannon" which uses sound rather 
than bullets. It has been designed as anon- 
lethal weawn for use aaainst hostile crowds 
but a lethal version is ;Is0 on the cards. - 
Daiiy Mail 
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“There are always a couple of mlnor problems when 
the Gurkhas take over a posltion from the Guardsl” 

“I must admit I don’t have a warm fuzzy feellng about thisl” 

1 ; ‘  ‘1 

- 7  
Getting exercised 1 :  

“He’s incredibly brave ... 
Unfortunately he’s alao incredibly stupidl” 

”From zero, sir ... have you heard the old joke about 
‘Six rounds In the air, where would you like them7”’ 

SOLDIER August 1998 



Feature 

Honour of the Colours 
I Major event brings 

together the 
airborne family 

Report: Graham Bound 
Pictures: Terry Champion 

WHEN the thrce Regular battalions of 
The Parachute Rcgiment received their 
new Colours from the hand of their 
Colonel-in-Chief, the Prince of Wales, it 
was an event which brought together 
what many who wear the red beret call 
“theairbornc fanuly”. 

Minrng happily among the almost 
1,000 serving airborne mops, who were 
either on parade, jumping from Hercules 
aircraft in thrilling parachute displays or 
hclping to run this major event, were 
proud family members and thousands of 
old soldiers; some of them men who were 
among the first to serve in the regiment 
when it was formed in 1942. 

Members of “the family” had con- 
verged on Aldershot on June 19 from all 
over Britain, in a few cascs from overseas, 
to share in the presentation of new 
Colours, a rare and solemn ceremony 
which takes place in any regiment approx- 
imately every 25 years. 

N E W W U R S  
For the airborne forces, this was no 

simple renewal of a faded and worn regi- 
mental symbol. Stitched carefully to the 
new Colours of 2 and 3 Para are thcir most 8 
recent battle honours, Mount Longdon, 
Goose Grccn and Wireless Ridge in the 
Falklands, where soldiers from both bat- a 
talions wonVictoria Crosses. d 

F d e s  and old-timcrs watched 
proudly as the three banalions of young 
Paras conducted their dignified and stir- 
ring ceremony, tirst surrendering heir  six 
old Colours - a Queen’s Colour and a 
regimental Colour for each battalion - 
and then forming a hollow square as the 
new Colours were unsheathed and laid on 
the regimental drums for consecration. 

Perhaps aware that some civilians 
watching the ceremony might not fully 
appreciate the significancc, the Prince of 
Wales spoke generously and eloquently 
about the symbolic banners. “The regi- 
mental Colour is for many the physical 
manifestation of thc regment’s history 
and honour in battle,” he said. “The 
Colours presented today are the wdi-  
tional symbol of a roldier’s loyalty. 

Over to you: Fo ~ W W ~ ~ O ~ I  L V ~  Y U L ~ ~  A szomourph, Colonel-in- 
Chief 01 2 RGBW, presents the COloun at Wlndsor Castle 

Royal appointment 
foithe M4 Rifles 
TERRITORIAL Army soldhn 
01 the 2nd Battalion. The 
Royal Gloucestershire. 
Berkshire and Wiltshira Reg- 
iment were presented wlth 
new Colours by the D u b  of 
Edinburgh at Windsor 
Castle. 

Troops m h e d  through 
the town and into the castle 
grounds where they were 
inspected by the Duke, their 
Colon(-lnChlef, who was 
wearlng the uniform of a field 

marched ofl and the new 
consecrated by the Chaplaln 
General before being pre- 
sented, the Queen’s Colour 

Colours were 

to Lt Paul Wood, the regl- 
mental Colour to Lt Andrew 
Clarelli-Parenzl. 

Nicknamed the M4 Rifles, 
2 RGBW was formed In Octo- 
ber 1995 following the amal- 
gamation of the 1st and 2ni 
Battallono, The Wessex Res 
iment, and has units based 
at Readlng, Devlzes, Bristo 
Gloucester, Swindon, Chel. 
tenham and Clnderford. 

. 
‘roud Para: parade: The six licw 
:olours are ..--,cd before ihe Prmce 

of Wales and Lt Gen Sir Rupert Smi th  instils a great sense of loyalty and pride.” 
But what will become of the old 

Colours, which although now redundant 
and faded are still steeped in Para pride? 
One young serving Para said they should 
stay in Aldershot. “It’s home:’ be 
explained simply. But others hope to give 
the old symbols a new resting place which 
is at least equally appropriate. Falkland 
islanders have offered to display them ’ 
their cathedral in Stanley as a memorial 
the men who died in the islands. A..- 
some soldiers approve of the idea. 

Lt tien SE Kupert Smith, responded by 
reaffirming the loyalty of his soldiers. 
“Whenever the need arises, the regiment 
shall be ready and proud to take its place 
in the vanguard of battle, in the service of 
the Crown. The honour of the Colours 
will always he upheld and I charge every 
member of the regiment to fulfil that duty 
in war and peace.” 

As the Colour parties marched off and 
the 800 men on parade prepared to 
march past their two most senior officers, 
one-time Para sergeant Richard Nebel, 

I 
“The qualities which they represent 

and call for - service, dedication, self-sac- 
rifice and bravery - are qualities which 
those serving inThe Parachute Regiment 
possess in abundance.” 

Significantly, because many on the 
parade ground were aware that the Strate- 
gic Defence Review has been considering 
possible changes to the make-up and role 
of Britain’s airborne ,forces, Prince 
Charles went on to say: “I know that the 
battalions will carry these Colours with 
confidence and fighting spirit into the 
2 1 s  century.” 

The regiment’s Colonel Commandant, 

who had travelled to Aldershot from 
his retirement home in Cyprus, summed 
up the event. “These new Colours are 
the heart, the spirit of why we serve,” 
he said. “To see this pageantry today 
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No decision-has yet been made, but 
whatever happens, Paras old and young 
can be sure their precious Colours, even 
the Old ones,willcontinueto be caredfor 
lovingly. 

Thealrbomefamilyhlmsoutinforce.WlthmenofC(Ghurks)Coy2Paninatendance,Pana 
from the Second World War to the prasent day joined friends In a S,OO&strong audienee 



Issues 

All too often we forget 
about the carers in our 
society. Here are three 
case histories. If you 
would like to share a 
problem or offer advice 
of your own, write to 
Cari c/o Soldier, or 
BFBS, BFPO 786. 

MY husband served 
in the Army for more 

than 20 years and has always been 
fit and active. Now he is affected by 
a long-term illness and I’ve had to 
give up my job to look after him. At 
first his old friends were very help 
fui, but they’ve got their own lives 
end I don’t nee them as often as I 
dld. Financially it’s a struggle, but 
we are managing. it‘s just that I feel 
vary lonely. I still love my husband 
but he isn’t the same man I married 
and I teal guilty when I get croas 
with him. - Mrs A (UK). 

Cari replies: Being a long-term carer is 
an exhausting and emotionally draining 
job. When you’ve had to give up your 
own job to take on the task it means that 
you’re cut off from all the usual support 
of friends and colleagues and your world 
seems to close in on you. Admitting you 
need help is the first step to getting it. 

The obvious sources of suppon are, of 
course, the Royal British Legion (your 
local branch will be listed in the phone 
book) and SSAFA Forces Help. Both 
offer practical help as well as a bit of old- 
fashioned comradeship. 

You might like to contact the Carcrs 
National Association, which for more 
than ten years has offered help and 
support as well as campaigning for the 
rights of carers. The CNA has an advice 
l i e  staffed by experts in many areas. In 
the UK the number is 0345 573 369 and 
calls arc charged at the local rate. Or 
write to the CNA at 20-25 Glasshouse 
Yard, London EClA 41s. 

My 25-year-old .on 
has bacm medlwllv 

d k h a g e d  from the Army and I8 
golng to hava to look for a rubble 
job. He’s mtrlcted in what he can 
do and is Betting depressed about it. 
I Mlnk he believes his useful llfe Is 
over. He says he’s on the scrapheap. 
Ha wan always one tor a challenge, 
but the fight seems to have gone out 
of him. - Mrs C (UK). 

Cad replies: Get in touch with the Royal 
British Legion Vocational Assessment 
Team, which offers career counselling, 
psychometric testing, CV preparation 
and coaching with interview techniques, 
as well as computer access to current 

I’ve oHan heard you 
taikino on Counter- 

polntabout personal hdgeilng. My 
husband has another famlly from hi5 
flrst marrlage and wa’ve Just had a 
baby. No malter how hard I try, I 
can’t cope and the debts are getting 
worse. I just can’t nee how to cut 
down our spandlng. - Mrs L (BFG). 

Can replies: I know it’s very galling to 
hear people like me pontificating about 
managing your money when the bills are 
mounting up but you’re already doing 
something that many people don’t do 
until it’s almost too late. 

You are facing a potential problem 
before it becomes frighteningly out of 
control. First of all, contact the Money vacancies nationwide. The other benefit 

is that it being the R B I  your Management Council at PO 
son will deal with people Box 77, Hertford, Hens 
who understand Service life. SG14 2 H W  and ask for 

Factsheet No 7, which will 
at Vocational Assessment, give you a good start in 
RBL Industries, RBL preparing a plan for the 
Village, Aylesford, Kent future. 
ME20 7NL or call on 01622 It also gives you a template 
717 202. for setting out all your 

keep on talking to your son. income. 
You know he’s not on the Next, don’t panic. Don’t 
scrapheap but this is how he uy to pay off everything in 
feels at the moment. Don’t one go. Plan to keep your 
dismiss his feelings. Talk through his outgoings down to a minimum while 
worries with him and break them down devising a plan to get what you owe paid 
into manageable concerns. Perhaps he is off steadily and regularly. If your debts 
worried about being able to live are truely unmanageable talk to a 
independently, so look into local housing professional who will not charge you for 
for people with special needs. their time. Someone like your bank 

Once he faces his troubles one by one, manager. Your responsible attitude to 
your son will be able to develop more your family finances will be respected by 
confidence in his future. everyone you deal with. 

Write to Patricia Wheeler 

On a personal note, do outgoings against your 

W’s thought thatpeople w 4 V ~ 1 8 &  WB.alth 
lives on a full-time basis at home 
the country around E34 billion a year. cific needs. The problem is that finding 
Many of these carers get little help and them often means a long search and the 
suppoH and live lives of quiet dedication. smaller groups get overlooked. Wouldn ‘t 

It be really helpful if 
there could be one 

The introduction of 

point of contact for all 
the Carers Advice Line 
is very welcome. In a 
small way, relatives of ex-Servlce people, say 
ex-Service people have an advantage in a department at the Ministry of Defence 
being able to use organisations such as which could provide a full list of all the 
the Royal British Legion and SSAFA associations, charities and Government 
Forces Help. Between them they ofter a departments offering help for people in 
comprehensive range of services which specific situations? 

#m be of benefit to thepe-ectedby . .  c a r i d o b n i p r * . r ~ M ; C r a n o n  BFBS Radm 

THE new Forces Raiicard introduced on July 
t is available at a cost of f2, unlike the one it 
replaces which was free to individuals. Anoth- 
er dlflerence is that the new version is valid for 
12 months from the date of issue. 

Service personnel joining the Services 

Home Saving Scheme (SHSS) will have to NVQs for TA combat medical technicians 
choose between the Norwich and Peterbor- have been pioneered by 202 (Midlands) 
ough Building Society and the Bank of Scot- Field Hospltal RAMC (V). The two-year mod- 
land following the withdrawal from the scheme ular programme was the brainchild of Lt 
of the Skipton Building Society. The Skipton Debbie Haynes, QARANC (V), NVQ develop- 
will, however, continue to administer existing ment oflicer at Covently University’s School of 
SHSS accounts. Health and Social Sciences. 



Chance of a home 
SINGLE, homeless, young TNS~ (CCHT), which will 
ex-service people inLondon provide furnished flats from 
are to he targeted by a char- its housing stock in the St 
ity committed to breaking John’s Wood area. 
the “vicious circle” of depri- Individuals, who must 
vation experienced by those agree to work actively with a 
without a place to live. community worker towards 

The Homeless Fund has developing citizenship skills 
been given a Lottery grant and reintegrating into soci- 
to manage a dispersed ety, will be given assured 
housing project for single short-hold tenancies of six 
young homeless people who months within schemes 
have served in the Armed operated by the CCHT. 
Forces. The Home Base Initial enquiries should he 
project also involves thc made to Edward Thorney- 
Central and Cecil Housing croft on 01428 682658. 

What TtCs can do for you 
YOU may have heard of TECs and won- 
dered what they had to do with the Army. 

Training Enterprise Councils, to give 
them their hl l  title, are private companies 
working for the benefit of local people and 
businesses. There are 79 in England and 
Wales, 24 Local Enterprise Companies 
(LECs) in Scotland and the Training and 
Employment Agency in Northern Ireland 
all providing high-quality advice and 
training. 

TECs up and down the country are 
helping the Army become a recognised 
Investor in People. Many soldiers have 
completed or are working on a National 
Vocational Qualification (NVQ). TECs 
are working with the Army to provide 
these modem apprenticeships, which 
offer high-quality training in a trade to a 
level three NVQ (broadly equal to two A 
levels) and qualifications in the key skills 
ofnumhers, lireracy, workingwith others, 
improving learning skills and IT. The 

Army Foundation College is also receiv- 
ing support from TECs For its trade train- 
ing in information technology. 

TECs are now in the background 
throughout an Army career, working in 
partnership with local colleges and Army 
careers offices to provide pre-recruit 
training courses. These include fitness 
work, IT, trade courses and practical 
skills such as the Bronze Medallion life- 
saving award and first aid cerdficates. 
Thefinclude adventure training. 

CAREER‘S END 
TECs are also there at the end of a 

career in the Army - at whatever age and 
with whatever skills. As they work closely 
with the local community, TECs are 
aware of employment trends in their areas 
and work closely with the Employment 
and Career Services to help people train 
to get the right job. They also work with 
Army resettlement providers. 

TECs can be useful to families. Young 

people between 16 and 24 can benefit 
from career advice and paid training in 
the workplace. The modern apprentice- 
ship and national traineeships are avail- 
able in many areas of work. Programmes 
are also available for those over 25 who 
wish to retrain or improve skills before 
returning to’ciwy street. A call to a local 
TEC will uncover many opportunities. 

To help overcome some of the prob- 
lems that prevent many people realising 
their full potential, TECs support after- 
school clubs and childcare facilities. They 
also help people with learning or physical 
disabilities. 

For more information on TECs tele- 
phone the TEC National Council on 
0181 735 0010 and ask for details of the 
one nearest you. 

For informadon on TEC partnerships 
with the British Army, contact Alison 
Miles, the TECIArmy Liaison Officer, on 
Upavon (734) 8731. 

~ ~~ 

Service leavers in Dunbertonshlre can take 
advantage of a jobs initiative until March 31, It 
includes cash grants for prospective employ- 
em, personal development plans and help with 
CVs. Contact Marion Paterson. Alba Training 
Ltd, Building 1,  Unit D2, Templeton Business 
Centre, Glasgow G40 1DA (0141 550 3880). 

Applications for Wlnston Churchlll Ravel- 
llng Fellowships for 1999 are being consid- 
ered. Open to all British citizens, they are 
available for periods overseas of between four 
and eight weeks. Details from the Winston 
Churchill Memorial Trust, 15 Queen’s Gate 
Terrace, London SW7 5PR (0171 584 9315). 

The Royal Regiment of Fuslllers, in part- 
nership with Norlhumberland Training and 
Enterprise Council and Rathbone Community 
Industry. has  launched an initiative to help 
unemployed youngsters make themselves 
more employable. The first youngsters spent 
a week with the Fusiliers at Stainton Camp. 
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year old pit has been 
found on the site 

Cutting-edge technol 
oov: Just a stone to 

L - ,  
! - 
I’r . -. 
. - -  

Report:-- 
P i o t u r w : M u a , ~  

= 3 SALISBURY plain naining Area is an 
1 archaeologist’s playground. No other 

place in Britain has so many ancient mon- 
uments in such a concentrated area. 

They are all the more remarkable 

silised since the Army took ownership of 
SPTA at the end of the 19th century and 
the land was pmtected from int&ve 
farming. The acmal buildings no longer 
exist, but their platforms and roads were 
covered with soil and leaves over the cen- 
t u r k s  and now survive as earthworks. 

b.- - “The Army has become the cuetodian 
of& EmUiq‘‘ Inn Bnmes, tbe Ilrchseol- 

r . 3 ,  :. ‘ 

’ 

: 
t .  t ’ 

i’ ‘ =  

1 Soldiers’exercishg o’n Salisbury Plain mi ht 
not realise they are sharing the place wit a ,  
the bodies of ancient warriors and farmers 

where they are; they have been put there 
for a specific reason,” Ian said. “The dead 
have rights as well and have to be treated 
with respect. Ifthey are in danger we will 
excavate them and then rebury them A- 
the end of the day it is still a 
person, and 4,000 years isn’t 
really very long in the great 
scheme of things.’’ 

T h e  t rad i t ion  of burial  
mounds continued through to 
the Bronze Age (2,000-800 BC), 
and although there were commu- 
nal graves - there is a huge 
Bronze Age barrow to the left of 
A Range at Bulford which holds 
the remains of 40 to 50 bodies - 
individual mounds, known as 
bowl barrows, became more cmm-. 
There are mac, than 500 of these across 
SPTA and although the ditches have vir- 
tually disappekd, the grassy mounds are 
%ill obvious. 

When they were first built they were 
gleaming white mounds of chalk that 
Eould be seen for miles, surrounded by a 
three-foot ditch. Inside were buried the 
remains of a bo$v in a decorated urn 

I 
theuntrained eye, bu 
this fl int ,  below, was 
used as  a knife by I Neolithic man 

. 

the insects, charcoal and snails. The sam- 
ples will be carried back in ten-litre bags 
and run through finer and finer sieves, 
then sorted by hand and tweezers and 
examined under a micrmope. The 
species will be identified and counted and 
we canthen buildup a graph fromthe top 
to bottom of the pit shmving how the 
environment has changed.” 

Thewdiest known sites are 
Neolihc (4,ooO-2W BC). The 

people in thoa + WOuLl bury 
theu &ad in communal grave$ - 
huge mounds known as 1- 
barrows. There are 27 of them 
on SPTA, clearly visible, ihe 

, 

1 

on SPTA an envimmental impact 
assewment is carried out. One has been 
done to the north of B o o k  Camp at 
Willis’s Barn Field where a military road 
is to be built. A section has been excavat- 
ed and its contents examined. A few 
shmfs of pottery and flints were found 
from the late Neolithic and early Bronze 
ages, but the real interest wns a 6,000- 
yearold pit. 

This pit w built 
here at the- 
timeasthelasrbitof 4 
S t o n e  h e n g a , ”  
Va- Birkckd 

d i m  on the hill forts 
would have becn equal 
to that on a Trident 
submarine or aircraft 
carrier today,” Inn said. 
“They took a huge 
effort to build, but were 
tnken fairly quickly by 

largest of whieh is at Til&d ’ 

Lodge on SPTAWest. - I  

found gear a lsng barrow at 
3 A Neolithic body was 

-_-”.- 
I S ~  Salisburv dimate had deteriorated, and the plain 

became colder. It m s  abandoned, the 
economy collapsed and the villages were 
deserted.The Saxons moved into the val- 
leys where towns like Warminster and 
Wesrbuy were formed.’’ 

The Plain keeps its mysteries hidden 
and there are many unanswered questions 
about what has been found. One of the 
strangest is Chisenbury Midden in the 
Nor& of SPTA. Tbis was obviously an 
ancient festering pile of dung, but there 
were also slgns of good-quality pottery 
and anunah with butchery marks. Why 
take all that rubbish up B hill and why is 
there SG much pottery) 

L 

said. “They are imponant 
tal indicators, as are charcoal 

animal bone can 
at the animal husbandry was 

like, what son of people were around, 
bow old it was when it died, and carbon 
da,@ng will tell you how long ago it 
lived.” 

The mole hills have practical rather 
tban scientific value. Ian ldcked a fresh 

* pile of soil with his foot to see if any 
a shreds of pottery or coins had been 

pushed up to the surface when the mole 
came up fo:, air. It was thanks to a mole 
bill in Scodind that the remains of a lost 

Before any construction can take placc 

- -  
I 

I ~ 

0 &apcient town were found. 

* 
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Whiting‘s writings 
Intervleur:wmitleto 

AS A,  16-year-old schoolboy in 1943, 
Charleswhiting knew it was time to go. 
‘To use the phnse of the gangster mmies 
ofmydme,”heremarksrucfuny,”this 
place can’t hold me.” The place wasYork 
That summer, when Britain’s wartime 
luck s e a ~ e d  at last to have changed for the 
bener, young Whiting was alone in his 
grsmmpr school sixth form “wirh a 
conchie”. 

“He was a nice enough bloke, if I 
reinember righ~Iy, full of the milk of 
human kindness. The only thing was he 
didn’t want to go and fight forthe right to 
exaciM his beliefs.” 

Afnr abriefiirgum+nt betweenthe two 
boys one +,Whiting locked him out on 
the Earn balcony, forgot about him and 
the poor untatunate was not remean- 
hered until the following morning. An 
‘‘unpteasanr biscuslion” followed with the 
“beak” mui Whiting decided to join the 
Army. “There was oniy one catch. I was 
wellbelow the &kid age for joining up.” 

Army forms were smud& and a 
motber in feats was soothed as she sirpvd 
them. That winterwhiting found himself, 
“still wet behind the ears, a membcr of the 
Reconnaissance Corps. 

UKED DlK lWNE 
“I liked it in the Army right from the 

start. I liked the discipline, the knowledge 
that you knew exactly where you stood, 
the precision, if you like, of military life. It 
was the only time in a long life (whidng is 
72 this year) I’ve known that kind of 
order.” 

Whiting still liked the Army when he 
went to the h n t ,  still under age. He went 
through the campaign in the Low Coun- 
mes and Germany with the 52nd (hw-  
land) Divisional Reconnaissance Regi- 
ment right up to the last battle of Mont- 
gomery‘s British Liberation Army @LA). 

“It took us seven asyS to cwer 20 miles 
and later the so-called US military histori- 
ans said it was a wdkover. They should 
bloody well have been there.” 

In 1948 Whinng was demobbed. He 
didn’t want to go. “But the old mob had 
vanished. I didn’t want to start again with 
the new one. Besides, I had visions of 
decades of bull and barrack square sol- 
diering before me.” 

He had got it wrong.Two years later he 
was called up for Korea as an infanpy- 
man. But by now he was a student at the 
University of Cologne “and an old bloke. I 

With more than 200 books to his name(s), this 
former British Army private turned associate 
professor is the world‘s most prolific military author 
was already 24. I had to get cracking. tles of the 1944-45 camprugn, on the 
They’d have to wm Korea anthmt me ” hnge of which he had taken part. 
He stayed m Cologne. “But I wanted to do it differently from 

In 1953 he wrote hm first novel The F m  the typical nul~tary histonans of that time. 
E%@i, (“don’t They were not gomg 
ask about the to be books about 
title; it’s too strategy or the com- 
complicated”) lngs and gongs of 
while still at uni- the top brass. They 
d r y .  “I took a were gomg to be the 
pin, pricked a accounts seen from 
page in an auth- the worm’s eye 
or’s guide and 
smt it, though I that of the ordinary 
didn’t know it squad&e. What it 
then, to one of the 
l ~ p u h l i s h c r s  eat, live - perhaps 
in the country, &e - m a muddy 
Jonathan Cape. hole. How you 
‘Come by next lived off c o m p  
time you’re in Am sctlan: ch.rlu Whgng, CUlm ~ rations and what mWn: Cape m t e  h. on a -d 1119. phO(0gnph YOU could ~mun- 
me. I was there ‘111(1 wcar hp aermm~ hp the rwina d I= ge. How YOU kept 

point of view, from 

was like to sleep, 

next morning at 
nine hammering at his door in Russell 
Square. I was a writer.” 

Butthere was alonghaulinfrontofhim 
before he could achieve his aim of becom- 
ing a full-time one. He lived abroad for the 
next 30 years in half-a-dozen countries, 
working in Gvman chemical factories, 
US fashion companies, newspapers, mag- 
azines (including Soldisr for about six 
years in the lare 1960s), universities -as an 
assodate professor and lecturrr - and a 
long spell with the US Army. 

By 1973, when he set himself up as a 
full-time writer in a remote Belgian village 
in the middle of the former Ardennes bat- 
tlelield, he had written for everything from 
the T k  H i g h  E- Strpplefflenr to 
plnyboy. He had also swted to acquire the 
6rst of his many names as a prolific writer 
of popular war fiction. 

‘I was Leo M e r  (the SS swine), after 
that Duncan Harding, Kostov (the Russ- 
ian), Klaus Konrad, (the dour Prussian), 
Ian Harding (Scotsman, way hame) and 
others I’ve long forgotten.”The ones that 
s l i p p e d  his memory included John Kenig- 
an and Richard Douglas. “But then the 
action bwks gave me the financial 
resources to write what I wanted.” 

What he wanted was to detail those bat- 

. -  
warm and, if you 

were lucky, how to get your leg over on a 
72-hour pass to Brussels or some such 
other exotic place. I wanted to dedicate a 
little tumbledown memorial to Private 
Tommy Atkins before it was all forgotten.” 

That was back in Belgium more than a 
quarter of a century ago. Now he’s back in 
York, where he was bom. He jests that he 
has “come home to snuff it”. ButWhiting 
is still writing at a pace that would put 
many authors halfhis age to shame. 

His ”tumbledown memorial”, aa he so 
modestly puts it, is more aldn to monolith: 
58 non-fiction books and 142 works of tic- 
don. Added to the seven new titles pub- 
lished this year this takes his collective 
works past the 200 mark (a fact he was 
humbly unaware of) and makes him the 
world’s most prolific author of military 
books. 

DONATED ROYALTIES 
His consideration for the Serviceman 

lies not just in words. The royalties from 
his latest book, S k o r z d ,  have been 
donated to St Dunstan’s, which care for 
those blinded in the service of their mun- 
try. It is a gesture he shrugs off as “helping 
a few of the old boys”. 

He has just finished “re-discwering a 
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forgotten piece of mat British MilirarJl 
history”. That is the pan that Mont- 
gomuy’s XXX Corps played in the sup 
posed all-American Battle of the Bulge in 
December 1944. “For political reasons it 
was all hushed up at the time, evenby our 

“The Americans’ top brass had been 
caught with thdr knickrs down by the 
surprise German attack in the Bslgian 
Ardennes. Panic at the top, bq hug-out at 
the bottom. But reinember this, thou- 
sands of youngyanlrs fought it out to the 
very last at great I w s ,  though the Ameri- 
can brass wanted that forgotten too.They 
wsnted Patton relieving the ‘battered bas- 
tards OfBastogne’ (theUS IOlst *me 
Division), preferably on a white charger, I 
suppose. Incidently, he never did relim it 
on time, and anyway Bastogne wasn’t ever 
completely surrounded.“ 

M O W S  C O M W D  
According to Whiring, Montgomery 

took over secretly For two long critical 
weeks, he commanded most of the US 
poops in the Ardennes. Then he put his 
own XXX Corps of nearly 90,000 men in 
to stop the Germans, if they ever made it 
that far, on the River Meuse. If they 
crossed the river there was nothing to stop 
themreachingParisandthe Channel.And 
the whole course of the war would have 
been changed. 

”Ofcourse US miliwqhistoriana made 
a dog’s dinner of it aftmvards. The Brirs 
had drunk tea on the M e w  and just 
waited. It wasn’t like that at all. Battalions 
wentup beyond the Meuse andin a matter 
of 36 to 48 hours su&red horrific casual- 
ties. The East h c s  lost more than a 
quarter oftheir suengthin a day.The 13th 
Para virtually 40 per cent.” 
The whole affair, he says, had to be 

hushed up to save more bad blood 
between the Bririah and American leader- 
‘ship. “SO xxx corps quietly tiptoed 
away, still drinking China tea presumably, 
asiftheyhadnnmevenbeenthereand 
went to fight in the Ruhr and Rhineland. 
That I’ve tried to correct in my humble 

., own people,”whiting says. 

BA 

6 

way-? 
What next? More Kedem,,perhapr? 
Shaking his crew-& white head he 

replies. ‘WO, Leo has hung up his 
Sduneisser. Now he sits at home, toys 
with his Iron Cross and probably gets 
drunk by midday on suds and sauce . . . 
beer and schnapps to you.” 

What then? 
“Korea.” 
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w h y h ?  
“It’s obvious, isn’t it? Another fmgonm 

British Army. All those chaps from Z 
Reserve (the reserve to which I belonged 
and never honoured), who never came 
back. I’ve got to erect another tumble- 
down memorial.” 

Aj5nal qumim, Mr m. The Bnrish 
Antry t& wkat do you think of it? 

For a man who always seems in a great 
hurry, has a smile onhis face and 
can Iind a humorous quip for any ques- 
tion, Charles Whiting apparently gives the 
question some serious consideration. 
”They look @.They look profession- 

al, especially the NCOs. I attained the 
dizzy height of sergeant myself at 18 and 
always have a good word for the sageants. 
But they‘ve got a tough row m hoe. At the 
mercy of the pohtical feather-merchants in 
Parliament all the time.” 

He paused reflectively and one could 
imagine be might be thinking of his own 
days as a young soldier in Mony’s B U  - 
Burma Looms Ahead, as the squaddies 
cynically nicknamed it. 

“All that time ago, when we’d be on 
parade, raising a dust-storm of blanco 
every time we slapped our equipment, the 
old drill sergeant would snarl at us: ‘Bags 
0’ swank. Remember who you are. . .bash 
on regardless’. 

“That’s the Army - Kate h e y  we 
used to call it in Cockney rhyminp slang - 
for me then, now and forever. Bags of 
Swank now.. . Rememberwho you are.. . 

*Bash on regardless. Good luck, lads.” 
* S k m y  by Chatles Whiting is published by 
Leo CooperPen 8 Sword at E12.W. 
% EaHlo d the Bulge: Bmaln’s untold 
stwy by Charles Whning will be published bv 
S u m  Publishing Lid in oct at €18.99. 



Streets steeped 
in history of 
bitter conflict 

Pictures: Mike Weston 
Report: Graham Bound 

NICOSIA is a paradox. On the one hand 
this ancient city is a vibrant centre for the 
thriving Cyprus tourist industry, where 
friendly and apparently relaxed locals 
mingle with their visitors in pavement 
cafes and bars. On the other. it is one of 

.- 

the most highly-militarised urban areas in 
the world, a potential flash-poinr for 

have not forgotten the civil war Of 24years 
ago. It is a history which continues to 
rumble ominously in the island. 

. 
have been since 1974. British soldiers patrolling the buffer zone IOQ I: I 

I 
I But conflict is nothing new in Cyprus. 

To a large extent it has made Nicosia the 
fascinating city it is today. Since its found- 
ing almost 2,400 years ago Nicosia has 
been fought over and ruled hy most of the , ".yI.u..Y,"I."m*I Nicosia - W W G  S W C I  1P 
civilisations and empires which, at one 
time or another, dominated the eastern 
Mediterranean. Venetians, Ottomans, the 
Greeks and Turks (of course), and even 
the British have all marched through the 
streets, leaving evidence of their tenure. 

However the city's most striking land- 
mark is a recmt "d ugly one. The cease- 
fire or Green Line mark the point where 
fighting stbpped when peace was re-estab- 
lished after theTurldsh invasion of 

one, across w h i d  

the last 
divided city 

i., 

i .:I 

Forbldden border: 
Crossing from the 
Greek side to the 
Turkish, above. 
No problem foi 
foreigners, bul 
Impossible for 
Cypriots 

Danger without: 
Reminder, left, of 
a recent war and 
continued tension 

'ioed cltine 
h machine 

A --."I P l l O  

bar centuries 
L CVISI- 11,. 

5ia was foun vegetabks and meat as it has In the world. These camera-struck Turkish soldiers queue at 



We don't give ORDERS 

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets. plates and 
much more. Engraved with 

Regimental Badges, Crests and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 
Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
P n b r d  HOYIP. 25 Wdmill Road. SheHield 51 31A 

MINLEY SHOW 
Saturday 19th September 1998 

+ k h u k  displays + Ball- nder. + SUUS + +Fun bir + Spetacular fvcMlk show + 
Fun far all the family. Free c n y  and car parking. Gale8 awn at 9am. 

For details call Msj Leo Slanton on 01252 863581 
GibroUIr Barracks, Bkzckwafe,, Camberlay 314 mile offM3 J4A 

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE 
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU 
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT 
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH 
FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF.DUTY TIME 
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE 
LEATHER LUSTRE ii 8 spsee Age formula that 
glnr p u r  leather a permanent high g l w  finish. 
Not for a weeh month or year, but for the life 
of your Iralher product. You will slmays be 
ready for lorpraionr, dat.lls, eonvenflona 
or whatercr your csreer may be. When 
the shim geu dull or dilty If only mquirw 
dusting, w*shIng rllh B damp apanpe, 
or YY of common household furnitun 
polish. I t  is gumnleed not to crack, 
peel, or harm the Ih lhcr  In any m y .  

Laok amund you and nnd the beit 
loaklng le.thir you hare ever seen 
and you 1 / 1 1  haw found someone 
using LEATHER LUSTRE. 
This product hna b t tn  used by law 

of0cialr, medical and military 
Personnel throughout the world. 

We will send you M 8 oz cm with full 
instructions for only f10.50 plus U.50 

/ anfancmennt, nm and ~ I C Y ~ ,  spans 

prices. 

Avsilsble In Black, LighUMdludLhrk Bmm. 
WATER AND OIL RESISTANT 

\ 
r 
L 

........................................................................... Calavr 

Name 

Address .............................................................. Q&QUsSOprun . . . . . . . . . . . .  

....... 807 erns@ C10.50 percan 
.................................................................. Told mrt dms ............ 

........................................................................... TOTALENCLOSED ............ 
DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON MRGER ORDER. SdIAup 

MESS 
DRESS 

We ofer  you personal service 
and guaranteed satisfaction 

UK Tel: 0113 282 6102 
Fax: 0113 282 1457 

BAOR tel: 05751 15087 
BAOR mobile 0171 5261340 

YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR 

._______-_- - -  ----- 
Our Represenktive will call at your 

request. Ring (01727) 841 321 - 
Fax (01 727) 831 462 or write far details to: 

220 Haifield Rood, St Albons, Herts At1 4LW 
............................. I 

I 
I 

...................................... Tel ... I 

I 
- - - - -J  

......................................... 
............................. 

I I 
I Please state You1 particular requirements below: I 

..................... 
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Reports: John Elliotl M .u~.G*w 
FROM a distance it looks like Warrior. . ~ ~ ~ ; , ~ ~  A 
c~oserup, them is a comforting simi~arity :*?'.!i +'< " 

This, however, is not the Warrior I,', 

armoured fighting vehicle beloved of 
British Armv i n f a n m e n .  

,~ 

it appears to be sleeker and bigger. 
You are right. The aluminium armour ,3 

hull has smooth exterior surfaces and $ 
other improvements to enhance its stealth 
characteristics. New Warrior boasts the $ 
fruits of more than a decade of technolog- 
ical advances over the British Army's first- 
generation version. 

Since it came into service in 1989 ~ in 
time to win its spurs in battle in the Gulf ~ 

Warrior has established an enviable 

Warrlor: the British Army's trusty first 
generation vehicle, left, contrasts with 
the sleeker lines 01 Warrior 2000, above 

a len, abovc the eun barrel allow ruldierr c 
reputation. An upgraded version, known 
as Desert Warrior, was built for Kuwait. 

The Telford prototype, the only one in 
existence, is now being evaluated under 
the Swiss Army's SPz 2000 armoured 
infantry fighting vehicle programme. It is 
fitted with a 30mm Boeing Bushmaster 2 
fully-stabilised cannon and coaxial 
7.5mm machine-gun. 

Spaced armour provides protection 
against direct fue from ammunition up to 
30mm armour-piercing fin-stabilised 
rounds. Protection against rocket- 
propelled mun& can be pmided by bolring 
on special armour packs. 

The vehicle has a rear ramp giving 

access to an interior in which more 
modifications and upgrades become 
obvious. There is more space - and more 
comfortable seating ~ for the driver, 
gunner, vehicle commander and section 
of seven troops. 

The infantry commander has his own 
cupola blistered on to the rear cabin so he 
can stand up to see what is going on, 
while a flat-screen video display linked to 

€ 

1 
y1 

c! e - 
.Y a 

On target: the new Grenade, Rlfle 
Launched, HE Anti-Per8 L85A1 

I 

- previously cut off from the battle until 
they disembarked ~ to see what is 
happening ahead of the vehicle. 

A turret built by California-based GM 
Delco m n s  electronically - and with far 
less noise than the hydraulic version ~ and 
the double-pin track is said to provide 
quieter running. 

Engine power has been increased to 
650hp, with modifications which reduce 
both its thermal and acoustic signature. 

Warrior 2000 variants on the drawing- 
board include repair, repair and recovery, 
command, artillery support, reconnais- 
sance, ambulance, mortar and other 
utility roles. 

SOLDIER August 1998 

More punch for infantry 
developed integral sight attachment, the 
grenade is propelled towards the target by 

soldiers the power of a fired bullet. 
with one Officially designated the Grenade, Rifle 
tive rifle Launched, HE Anti-Pers L85A1, the 

to weapon has been bought from LMI along 
,e far more accurate than the small with inert field-firing training grenades 

number of ageing rifle grenades currently and training kits. It will allow troops to 
available to the infantry. put down quick, accurate, high explosive 
The L7m deal, negotiated by the MODS lire while manoeuvring for an assault. 
'rocurement Executive, gives the Army a The original sighting system was found 
ifle grenade capable of consistently to be insdliciently accurate or robust, but 
hitting a target the sue of an average further work involving the Infantry Trials 
house window from a distance of 150111. and Development Unit and Ring Sights 
Just 320mm long, the weapon is Ltd of Bordon, Hants, resulted in a sight 

which is three times more accurate than 
the original specification. 

L 

r designed to slot over the muzzle of a 
SA80 rifle. Aimed by using a specially 



I \  

I Telephone Hotline - 01481 46708 

a 
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Heaveho: Soldiers from 17 Port and Maritime Regt RLC, left, get some advice from their coach, WO2 Pete Symes, in the match against 5 
Regt RA, right. They were digging their heels In during competition in the SOOkg clasa at the Land Command tug-of-war championships 

Pulling power 

I 

GO on, put p u r  hacks intc it! SUI- 
dicrs rakc rlic strain during the L ~ n d  
Cumnan i i  tug-os-war champi- 
onship? a t  Smith Ccrney. The tcnni 
from I T  Port and Maritime Rep1 
RLC were runners-up in rhc hOOkx 
class, being pipped ar the post by I 4  
Regr iiA from Larlihill. But the port 
and mnritinir specialists went onc 
hsttrr in  the Inter-Serviccs champi- 
onships when rhcy heat the RAF. 

Am,\- rug-of-war secrrrary h l a i  
(Rcrd) Dick Field told ,So/dkr rhc 
spurt  has ~ie\,cr bccn stronger. Tit11 
thc advent nfwxncn ' s  events intro- 
duccd l a s t  year, interest i n  rliis 
ancirnt form O S  c~mpcr i r ion  has 
reached new ICVCIE. 

"A l i l t  of pcoplc get intv i t  
hccausc you don't have to havc an 
eye for a hall." h e  said. 

"Giw mc rhe ~ u y s  a h u  a n ' t  play 
rughby, firorball or whatever and I'll 
,cct them involved in tug  nf war. It 
gives y o u  what you most look for in 
:I soldicr. 

"Ir's finished up a hnllianr smson. 
I t  really has hecn a nmrvsllaus yrar 
and rug of u x  as a spurt is gernng 
higgcr and bigger." 

Eight new trams turncd out this 
season and  six women's t a n i s  corn- 
pcicd in rhr Army finals ar I.ar!zhill. 

t h e  s~~nin icr :  h i i n .  torrential rain, 
had, followcd by more r a i n  

nc ivcat~lcr \vas tuplcai ,jf IIIW or 

Land Command lug-of-war championships: results 
Men's 560kg ~ 1, 5 Regt RA; 2 ,  14 Regt RA. 600kg ~ 1,  14 Regt RA: 2, 17 Regt 
RLC. 640kg ~ 1, 17 Regt RLC: 2 , s  Regt RA. 680kg ~ 1 .17  Regt RLC: 2.1 RHA. 
Women's 520kg ~ 1,29 Regt RLC: 2, 14 Sig Regt. 560kg - 1 ,  14 Sig Regt; 2.29 
Regt RLC. 
Army tug of war finals 
Men's560kg-1.5RegtRA:2.14RegtRA.600kg-1,4RIrish;2,17RegtRLC. 
640kg - 1.4 R irish: 2.40 Regt RA. 680kg - 1.4 R Irish; 2 .  1 RHA. 
Women's 520kg - 1 ,  4 Fd Arnb; 2. 11 Sig Regt. 560kg - 1, 11 Sig Regl: 2, 4 Fd 
Amb. 
Army Plate competition 
1 .  19RegiRA;Z. 15ReglRLC. 
Inter-Service championships 
Men's 560kg - 1 , 5  Regt RA: 2, 14 Regt RA. 600kg - 1.  17 Regt RLC; 2, RAF. 
640kg - 1,4 R Irish: 2.40 Regt RA. 
680kg ~ 1.40 Regt RA: 2.4 R Irish. I 



Fired up for action 
TOP guns from the police saw off fierce 
challenges during the Inter-Services clay 
target competition at the West London 
Shooting School, which also saw the Fire 
Service in action. The final scores were 
Police 458, RAF 435, Army 434, Fire 
Service 429 and the Royal Navy 385. 
Highest scorer in the Army team was Maj 
Gary Batemen. 

Disabled games 
THE race is on to raise funds for the 
World Ex-Services Wheelchair and 
Amputee Games which takes place at 
Portsmouth from September 2-1 I ,  1999. 
The launch of the games takes place at 
the Tower of London on September 2 this 
year. If you can help raise some of the 
costs of E275,OOO please contact Geoff 
Winchcombe, Event Officer, 30 Cheraton 
Close, Nythe Swindon, Wiltshire, SN3 
3NR. 

MTB squad call-up 
WO2 Colin Dennis (R Signals) wants to 
hear from serious mountain bike enthusi- 
asts who would be interested in starting 
an Army MTB squad. If things go 
according to plan he hopes to hold a 
series of hi&-profile races for the 1998- 
1999 season and would like to attract 
sponsorship. “As you can see I have my 
work cut out, but my first step must be to 
find out where the MTB gladiators are 
and what their race record is like.” he 
said. To find out more contact Dennis on 
01722 330595. 

Titled retained 
THE Army retained the women’s team 
trophy and the men came close runners- 
up at the Inter-Services badminton cham- 
pionships hosted by the Royal Navy at 
HMS Drake. Notable performances 
included a superb effort from OCdt 
Gillian Shaw and LCpl Ginty Rigg, who 
defeated the Royal Air Force to win the 
women’s doubles. WO2 Chris Sturdy and 
Cpl Steve Pengelly also played a close 
game against the RN. The final scores 
were Army 27, RAF 39 and RN 11. 

Injuries strike 
INJURIES hit the Army team at the 
Inter-Services athletic championships at 
RAF Cosford, with many althletes dou- 
bling up on events. Sgt Martin Blade won 
three gold medals, taking the 400m and 
helping both relay teams to victory. LCpl 
Carmen Michalska and Pte Donita Ben- 
jamin, both of whom helped the women’s 
team to victory, also won three gold 
medals apiece. The men took second 
place behind the RAF. 

1 

Up for it: Mal Gen Arihur Denaro, left, beats Argentine Lt Col J A Uriburu to the ball 

Report: Karen Moseley 
Pictures: lain Burns 

FAST and furious day made for the most 

With the Royal Navy and Army teams 
drawn at two goals each, it was anybody’s 
game until the dying few seconds of extra 
time in the final chukka. The Army laid 
sieee to their oooosition’s eoal with eusto. ._ .. I - .  
but as the final bell rang thc Navy team, 
which included the Prince uf \Vales, man- 
aged to score and emerge as the final VIC- 

tors. T h e  Navy has bcen unhcaren since 
tine on the back foot 1994 Decisive victory: Argen 

The match delighted a record crowd 
who had already watched the British 
Combined Services Polo Association team 
decisively beat the visiting Argentine Army 
team by 6-3. 

The match, for the Indian Cavalry Offi- 
cers’ Association Trophy, was the final one 
of four played at different grounds in the 
south of England during July. The Chap- 
ple Cup was presented to the CSPA team 
as overall winners, with three victories and 
a draw. 

The visit of the Argentine team followed 
a tour by the CSPA team to South Ameri- 
ca last September, when the W O  countries 
met for the first time on the polo field since 
the Falklands War. 

“One should never underestimate the 
diplomatic importance of these visits,” said 
Maj Mark Cam, honorary secretary of the 
CSPA. 

“There is definitely a warming in the 
relationship between Britain and Argentina 
and encounters like these can only improve 
matters even more.” 

Members of the A m y  team: Maj Stuart 
Cowen, RHWD; OCdt Nick Cowley, UOTC 
Capt Nick Hunter, KRH Maj Jamie Hay- 
ward, SG. 

Members of the CSPA team: Maj Johnny 
Dunford, RRW Maj Gen Arthur Denaro; 
Card l i m  Verdon, RWxY CaM Tom Moon. 
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Trailwalker (UK) ChallenL :ha ex-Servic 

MORE than 600 runners and walkers 
accepted the Gurkhas’ Trailwalker (UK) 
Challenge. This non-stop charity team 
event took them along 100 kilometres of 
the picturesque South Downs Way from 
Petersfield to Brighton. 

Maj Gavin Grant of the Queen’s Gurkha 
Signals Regiment, which has been organ- 
ising Trailwalker since its inception in 
Hong Kong in 1981, said “It is a chal- 
lenging event that demands physical sta- 
mina and mental determination.“ 

It was won by a team from the Queen’s 
Own Gurkha Transport Regiment in a 
time of nine hours 52 minutes. They were 
followed closely by teams from the 1st Bat- 
talion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles and the 
Royal Marines, who were overtaken with 
just a few kilometres to go. 

Trailwalker (UK) is an annual event to 
raise funds for the Gurkha Welfare Trust, 
a charity which alleviates hardship among 
Gurkha ex-Servicemen in Nepal and their 
families. 

Elite pair pull into 
racing fast stream 
THE women’s Clite coxless pair of Capt 
Caroline Kirman and Lt Kate Templeton 
are having an outstanding season, winning 
a smng of internationally-recognised 
events. 

During a recent Army rowing skills 
course to prepare crews to compete 
against the Royal Navy and the Royal Air 
Force at the Joint Services regatta, the 
Army pair took a break from coaching to 
compete in Belgium at Ghent internation- 
al regatta. 

The Army was the dominant force over 
the five-lane 2,000m course, leading from 
the start to win the coxless pairs event. 
Their second victory of the weekend 
occured as b a n  and Templeton sat as 
the stern pair of the Thames Rowing Club 
crew, beating leading aews from Holland, 
Belgium, Ireland and Scotland in the 
women’s elite eights. 

They added the Redgrave open coxless 
pairs title at the 11th Henley Women’s 
Regatta to their list of wins. The 1,500m 
race, held over two days on the world 
famous course, upsueam from Temple 
Island to the Remenham Club, is the pre- 
mier rowing event for women in the 
United Kingdom. 

i Capt Caroiine Kirman left,  an^ LE new rem- 
pieton, right, recelve the Redgrave Trophy 
from Steve Redgrave and his wife Ann 

Posting the fastest time in their semi-6nal 
against Hereford Rowing Club, the Army 
pair faced Nottinghamshire County 
Rowing Association in the 6nal. The Nons 
County crew established a 3/r-length lead at 
the end of Temple Island. 

Unfazed by their opposition’s early lead, 
the Army pair pushed hard at the 500m 
mark. The sizeable crowd in the enclosures 
was treated to a display of power rowing, as 
the Army pulled through the Nons pair, 
winning by 1’14 lengths. 

Olympic gold medallist Steve Redgrave 
and his wife Ann, who sponsored the cox- 
less pairs event, presented the trophy. 

Blistering pace 
NINE soldiers from 7 Para RHA and 
Workshop REME earned themselves a 
few shandies after completing a toe-blis- 
tering 87.3km when they took part in the 
Comrades Marathon in South Africa. 
The event, held to commemorate fallen 
South African Servicemen, was first run 
in 1921. The runners started at sea-level 
in Durban and climbed 850 metres to 
Pietermaritzburg. A field of 15,500 start- 
ed, with about half finishing between 
101h and 11 hours later. The best time 
from 7 Para RHA and Workshop REME 
was nine hours and nine minutes. WO1 
ASM Ken Caunter (REME) told Soldier: 
“We were not prepared for the heat and 
were stopping at feeding stations every 
2 h .  But we have all got the taste for it 
now and I would like to do another one.” 

Hot favourites 
REIGNING rugby league corps 
champions and hot favourites for this 
year’s Lawson Cup, the Royal Engineers 
notched up a 40-12 win against 
newcomers AMS at Chatham. AMS 
picked up the pace in their second game 
against REM at Aldershot. Despite 
finishing the first half 10-10, AMS, who 
seem to be improving all the time, were 
eventually overcome 20-36. 

uphill struggle 
MEMBERS of Gutersloh-based 2 CS 
Regt RLC travelled to the UK to take 
part in the Cheviot 2000, a 25-mile race 
over the Northumbrian hills. The team of 
WO2 Sham Butler, SSgt Kenny Young 
and Cpl GB Greenbury completed the 
course in 4hr 56 min, 13 minutes faster 
than they managed the previous year 
when they came second. 

Water-ski date 
The British Army Water-ski Association 
is holding its annual competition between 
September 14 and18 at the National 
Water Sports Centre in Nottingham. The 
competition is open to serving personnel 
of any standard. Contact Capt Gavin 
Whitehead AAC at 660 Sqn AAC, 
Defence Helicopter Flying School, RAF 
Shawbury, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 
4DZ. Telephone (01939) 250351 ext 
747817262 or 781 531 747817262. Clos- 
ing date for entries is September 1. 

Chain reaction 
SIXTEEN members of B (Somme) Com- 
pany, 617 PWRR joined 27,000 competi- 
tors for the annual 58-mile London-to- 
Brighton cycle ride. The event was spon- 
sored by the British Heart Foundation, for 
which the company raised L500. 
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In at the deep end: In-form Pte Rachel Sherrington, right, dominated the women’s events at the Army swimming championships 

FORMER junior international Pte Rachel 
Sherrington lefr the opposition in her wake, 
winning five events at the Army senior swim- 
ming championships at the Royal Military 
Academy, Sandhurst. 

A good competition saw some impressive 
performances, including a Commonwealth 
Games qualifying time from Maj Richard 
MacNamee. 

There is no doubt Army swimming is buoy- 

Resuits : 
800 freestyle men, Cfn Burke (SEAE); 200 
freestyle women, Pte Sherrlngton (27 Tpt 
Regt); 200 freestyle men, OCdt Morgan 
(RMAS); 200 breaststroke women, ATpr 
Canham, (1 Regt AAC); 200 breaststroke men, 
Capt Stephens (QDG); 100 backstroke women, 
Pte Sherrlngton (27 Tpt Regt); 100 backstroke 
men, Gdsm Gaunt (1 Gren Gds); 100 butterfly 
women. Pte Sherrinaton (27 Tot Reot): 100 

ant at the moment. Maj Richard Sippe, Arm1 
swimming team manager, told Soldier: “It is 
getting better and better. 

“The quality of swimming has improved 
dramatically over the past two years. We have 
implemented a five-year cycle and this is the 
fourth year. 

“The sport is gaining more and more in 
popularity and the commanding officers are 
being very supportive.” 

breaststroke women, ATpr Canham (1 Regt 
AAC); 100 breaststroke men, Maj MacNamee 
(1 SG); 100 freestyle women, Pte Sherrington 
(27 Tpt Regt); 100 freestyle men, Sgt Walker 
(17 CTT); 4 x 33 individual medley women, Pte 
Sherrington (27 Tpt Regt), 4 x 66 individual 
medley men, Pie Gibbons (SEAE); 400 
freestyle men Cfn Burke (SEAE); 1 length short 
sprint women, Lt Hairsine (ATR Pirbright); 2 
lenaths short sorint men. Gdsm Gaunt I1 Gren 1 ohtterfy men, Gdsm iiouni (t Gien G%), 100 Gdg) 

Cycling proves the toughest test 
NO ONE was really expecting to see clear 
water between the leading competitors in 
the Army triathlon championships after 
the river section. But that was probably 
because they were swimming in the 
Thames at Windsor and Eton, and the 
high levels of rain meant a faster current 
than normal. This produced slow times 
with the first four swimmers out in 23 
minutes, led by Cpl Phi1 Jenkins, of RE 
CVHQ, with a gap of four minutes to the 
next competitor. 

The bicycle course led the field out 
towards Maidenhead before returning 
through Windsor Great Park. It was there 

that WO2 Stu Dinwoodie (580 Amb Sqn 
RLC) used his strength to pull away, 
opening up a lead of a couple of minutes, 
which he was never to relinquish. 

Further down the field the battle for the 
team prizes was unfolding with a head-to- 
head between I Battalion REME and 3 
Para for the major unit title, and ATR 
Bassingbourn and JSCSC for the minor 
unit title. In both instances it was not 
clear who had won until the results were 
published. 

The female competition was another 
triumph for Sgt Sonia Hurst (SEME), 
who has remained the best female triath- 

lete in the Army for the past six years. 
The lOkm run was staged over a three- 

lap circuit through the streets of Windsor. 
Dinwoodie was to extend his lead by 
another couple of minutes, but a fast-fin- 
ishing Sgt Russell Clash (Hldrs) overtook 
a tiring Cpl Jenkins to finish second, while 
WO1 Alun Roberts (SEAE) ran well to 
finish fourth overall and claim the veter- 
ans’ title. 

The major unit prize was claimed by 3 
Para, thanks to the two fastest runs of the 
day by Maj Dave Warner and Lt Simon 
Fawcett, while ATR Bassingbourn man- 
aged to forge ahead ofJSCSC. 
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Bowling blitz 
STRAIGHT bowling and keen fielding by 
Middlesex U19s restricted the Army to 
197 on a slow pitch at Aldershot. 

Although not a huge total, the batsmen 
worked hard for their runs and once LCpl 
Martin Hunon had taken three for four in 
four overs, a victory looked on. 

Maj James Cotterill’s outstanding fig- 
ures of ten overs, five maidens for ten 
runs frustrated the batsmen and allowed 
2nd Lt Charlie Phillips, in only his second 
game for the Army, to take five wickets. 
Army 197-8(50overs).Middlesex U1994(42 
overs). Army won by 103 runs. 

Frail Army batting condemned the 
home side to a heavy 60-run defeat in a 
50-over match against a strong British 
Police side at Aldershot. The Army did 
well in the first half, restricting the police- 
men to 164-9, but collapsed to 104 all out 
in just 44 overs. 

Once skipper Capt 
Chris St George had been 
dismissed, the Army bats- 
men never looked like 
making a game of it. 

Brltlsh Police 164-9. 
Army 104. British Police won 
by 60 runs. 

At the Parks: Oxford Uni- 
versity 278-7 dec and 31 8-3 Mal Cotterill 
dec. Combined Services 
448 (Capt C SI George 170, Sgt G Lumb RAF 
76, Mne S Needham 75). Match drawn. 

At US Portsmouth: MCC 220-6 dec (57 
overs). Combined Services 207-6 (53 OVerS) 
(Sgt G Lumb 69). Match drawn. 

At Sheniey Park Comblned Services 186 
(46 overs). English Cricket Board U-19s 187- 
5 (50 avers). ECB U-I9 won by 5 wickets. 

Tales from the riverbanh I 
SSGT Karl Weaver, of 216 Para Sig 
Sqn, led a six-man Army team in the 
House of Hardy international fly fishing 
championships at Bowl Water, Kent. 
This is the most prestigious event of the 
year for fly fishing teams, with more 
than 500 clubs from all over Europe 
participating. The team’s success has 
paved the way for a place in the national 
fmals, the fust time the Army has qual- 
ified in the 17 years of the competition. 

SOLDIERS from all over the south 
west of England came together at 
Willow Park, Aldershot for the 3 
(UK) Div inter-group angling 
championships. Sgt Gerry Blunt 
(REME) from 7 Regt AAC was one 
of the tirst called into action and 
landed a 31b 802 tench to open his 
account. After live hours of fishing 
in overcast conditions, Cpl Shaun 
Stockley (158 Pro Coy RMP) tipped 
the scales with an overall and sec- 
tion-winning total bag of 301b 1102. 
The other section winners were Sgt 
Gerry Blunt and Cpl Ivan Oakley (R 
Sigs) with bags of 20lh 402 and 161b 
1 loz respectively. 

THE regimental fly fishing team of 1st 
The Queen’s Dragoon Guards travelled 
to Rutland Water to compete in the fly 
fishing championships for the first time 
for many years. The team consisted of 

ike one: Sgt Gerry Blunt wlth hls tench 
Sgt Rick Prichard (captain), Tpr Wayne 
Jones and Tpr Ian Evans, with able sup- 
port from Tpr Steve Packer. The Welsh 
Cavalry came away as the Army team 
champions with a combined weight of 
just under 141b. Jones was runner-up in 
the individual championships and also 
took a prize for the biggest fish, a brown 
trout of 51b 802. He has also been select- 
ed to represent the Army. 

ARMY Army 
Museum III~?FI.~ 

MUSEUM 

Lamp of 
the Lady 
FLORENCE Nightingale, the 
famous Lady of the Lamp, i r  
believed to have used this locally. 
made lantern at the base hospital ai 
Scutari during the Crimean War. 

Displayed with it at the Nationa 
Army Museum is a statuette show. 
ing the great nursing reformer help- 
ing a wounded soldier. 

Florence Nightingale’s order! 
and jewellery are also on display - 
including the Order of Merit 1907 
the Royal Red Cross 1st Class 1883 
and a diamond bracelet given to he1 
by the Sultan ofTurkeyin 1856. 

QUEENS ESEEM 
Especially significant is a gold. 

enamelled brooch designed b j  
Prince Albert and given to her bi 
Queen Victoria. It is inscribed “Tc 
Miss Florence Nightingale, as i 

mark of esteem and gratitude for he1 
devotion towards the Oueen’s bravi 

~ 

soldiers, 1855”. 
The lantern is on disnlav in “Tht 

Right To Serve” Exhibition and thi 
orders and jewellery can be seen ir 
“The Victorian Soldier” Gallery a 
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Credii Card Hotline 07wO 782 320 
Cheques/porto/ orders to: 

Mimndo Arsociofer Ltd P 0 Box 80, 

EMBROIDERED 
SWTEKS SWEATSHIRE 

FUu)SHIKE BADGES 

MIDLAND CD CLUB I/ Mnil.Ordrr Llrw & Wililar) Band CUr 
E, , , i n  .,,,iplr mio", loluloarr m",,utl ".I 01: 

Teb 0121 244 460516 
Fax:012168oWl8 

E-rnsil: eal@midland44mb.cau* 
www.rnidland.ed-elub.eo.uL 

Bands who have CDs they would like 10 
see included in our catalogue. pleasc 
contacl us far funher details. I LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

MBROIDERED & PRlNTEl 
;PORTS & LEISUREWEAR 
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS 

SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS 

BASEBALLCAPS TIES 

AND MUCH MORE 
NU DESIGN AND PrssmALIIN) SERVICE 

$€NO WR OUR PRK€ Un 

lfanon L Comn 
nand Drawn or kcnnrea 
Colour of BRW 

From E25 + p&p 
Why not have your own 

2 Blythwaod Driw, Frimicy. Cambcrlcy. 
Burrcv GUl6 572. TeIlFax: 01276 684901 

R ANYONE WHO 18 INlERESTEO IN WORK 
M O R E  ON OIL RIGS AN0 0 0 1 1 7  KNOW 
IERE TO SlARl. PACK10 FULL OF ALL 1HE 
WIMAllON I O U  WILL EVER NEE0 MOW OIL 

Is' .BOOKS TODAY 
OlZS3669606 

8 Cleaa Ave. Thohornlon-Clwdwr. 

SHIPS, 
SQUADRONS 

Clubs & reunion associations. 
Blazer buttons. medals, ribbons. etc. 

ME apprNidted 
lhe tlenldk CO WB). D q t  I 

0vnbri.r. khml l  Urn. E d p  End 
coldord G l o l G L I S I W  

I. k. I, 

Do your campaign medals nee 
remounting? 

Singles or groups. 
No job too small or too large. 

Professionally mounted. 
We can supply full size and 

miniatures. 
174 Wckhom Way, Park Lnngle: 

Beckenham, Kent BR3 3AS 
Phone forquoiaiion: 
0181 650 0461 
or 0411 435913 

I I 
I 
I I 

I I 
I I 
L _ _ _ _ - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ J  

London SE1 I 
I Tel:M715828205 I 

Fax: 0171 783 1455 

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS 

@ LADIES & GENTS 
MESS DRESS 
SPECIALISTS 

INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT. 
All Accessories 

Supplied. 
For All Your Uniform. 

Suit & Blazer 
Requirements 

Contact. 
284-294 Ley St. 

Ilford Essex. IGl 4BS 
UK 0181 478 2780 - v GERMANY 05252 4631 - 

r -, - 
/I 

I 

1 
SUPPLIERS OF SWEATSHIRTS, POLO 

3HIRTS. TISHIRTS, HOODED SWEATSHIRTS 
RUGBY JERSEYS, BASEBALL CAP5 AND 

MANY OTHER ITEMS. ALL GARMENTS CAN 
BE PRINTED OK EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR 

MERSTHAM, SURREY. KHI 3EA. 
TEL: 01737 645113 
FAX 01737 645892 
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I POLICE CAREER? 
stisbovctbe 

d the ssses.4me 
ndeme come 

f25 
SAE (A.5) to: 

Mamgemnl Tech 
POBm47 

I' 0 (($ ;Q 

Entertainment 
Function Bands, 
Disco & Karaoke 

Comedians, Cabaret 
Dance Shows 
For all ranks, 

Sgt/Officers' Mess 
Wedding & Private functions 

399 Tildesley Road 
Putney, London SW15 3BD 

rel: 0181-789 6615 Fax: 0181-785 3533 
Connextions The Name 

You Can Trust! 

I U I Y I H ~ ~ I  uanuu run TUUK I c  FR€€ FULL COLOUR BROCHURE 

" I  - j y i i  
66 Weslernea Cremon. Devon M t 7 1 E  

Tel:+44(0)1363 773487 
I (24 hour line) ,,,,I 

T-shirts, Sweatshirts, 
Polos, Rugby Shins, 
Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 
Baseball Hats, lies, 
Embroidered Badges 
&Jumpers Pennants. 
Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls, 
Jogflrack Suits a Shell Suits. 

I 

REGIMENTAL SHIELDS, PLAQUES AND SHIELDCLOCKS 
In . q m i  'omponv wirh most Reg;mnlr and Cmps ofthe Bnt;shArmy. WP d e  your Shieidr 

for rhr Falwandr. th< Gutfond MW, Bmnio o d  C,mtio ond most orher UN lu0t;onr. 

Let us design your Regimental and Operational Shields. 
Write for a full colour brochure to: 

Mi l i tv  Marketing International, 74 -77 Steward Street, 
Ladywood, Birmingham. BA18 7AF. 

TeVfax: 0121 454 5393 
Minim order25 shields-f 10.95. No VATourside the W. Shieldclacks -f18.50 

I VI TA TIE5 
ARE TIE MANUFACTURER5 AND CAN SUPPLY 
YOUR EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW 
ONE. PLEASE SEND US A PICTURE OF YOUR 
CREST. CYPHER OR MOTIF, WE WILL POST A 

FREE COLOURED VISUAL WITH A QUOTATION. 
Over 300 individual Regimental Designs 

held in stock. 

9 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM.SURREY.RH13EA. 
TEL:01737 645113 FAX01737 645092 

LOST 
MEDALS 
Replaced in record time 

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

Wrife or phone for quotation 

RAYMOND D HOLDICH 
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London 

W C W  7HA 
Tel: 0171-930 1979 or 0374 133493 Fax: 0171-930 1152 

Regal Tailors Ltd I 
Service, Price and Quality 

Officers & Senior NCOs 
- Male and Female - 2  

For all uniforms, Mess Dress, Suit and bleer 
requirements are made to measure 

We also offer a self measure service. 
For more information please contact our Leeds Office. 

Discount is given on bulk orders. 
Interest Free Credit 

Lc Westfield House, 
3road Lane, 
3ramley, 
.eeds U13  3HA TeVFax: (0113) 2361091 

SOLICITORS 
Headgate Court 0 Head Sveer Colchester CO I I NP 

Tel: (01206) 764477 Fax: (0126) 764455 

II A firm with recognised experience of assisting 
Service Personnel in all areas of Law 

24 bsurs B day service 
61523 llOQ06 

David Bowel1 
WE RECOMMENDYOU SEEK IMMEDIATE ADVICE BEFORE AN 

INTERVIEWWITHTHE POLICE OR IF SERVED WITH 
PROSECUTION PAPERS 
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Do you suffer from: 
Wounds, diseases, noise deafness, inj 
or any other conditions as a result of 

service? 

You may be entitled to 

To find out if you qualify, con 

Thorn Compensation Se 
Tel: 0500 222 022 (Freep 

Marsh House, 92a Ma 
Moorends, Doncaster 

Kuwait, 
eo, Brunei. 
davsia, 

adfan, 

4 T-Shirts leisu. &weak 
printed or 

embroidered to 
YOUrown 

design 

r -- .. 

155 Hlgh Street, Wootton Bassett, Swindoi 
Wltahirn SN4 7AB England 

Tel: (01795) 849888 ~ax: (01 795) 849890 

E 

I 1 
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/// / Frank Finch has made ten 
changes in detail to one of 
his drawings. Circle the ten 
differences in the lower 
image, cut out the whole 

Do not include anything 
else in your envelope. 

/ panel, add your name and First correct entry d-x- 
after the closing date 1 

ElOO; the second and *hi& 
will receive ~ i o  giftvl 
en. No correspondence of 
any h d  

The names of the winner 

P 
/AI address and send to 

HOAY 681,Soldier, 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, 
G u l l  2DU by A u m t  28. 

For those who do not wirh to 
cut their magm'm, a photp 
COPY m w  mqdk but OdY and runners-up will be 
me e m  P ~ P e ~ ~  m w  be 
submitted. issue. 

-' -wT 
he entered into. A 

announced in the October 

- 

."... ,Atlon No 679 (June issue,. . ..O.l_. ,., y arau.. ..- 
rom Alan Howlen, of Weston-super-Mare, wl 8s f100. Run- 
iers-up LCpl B C Hill, Finer Section (RLC), 77 AES, BFPO 551 
lnd Mr A J Smith, of Colchester, Essex, each receive a f l0  glft 
'oucher. The ten differences were: bottom of Stars EL Stripes; 
iigh-jumper's earring, ponytail, shorts, left-hand sock and 
lght-hand shoe; top of left-hand pole; support on right-hand 
iole: centre runner's arm; next runner's leg. 

1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

............................... -----___-__--- 
Take out a new subscription in August and 
receive a free Soldier magazine binder 

! 

Subscribe to 
Magazine of the British Army - 

I 
I 

I I '  

! UK One year E23.00 R BFPO Oneyear E13.800 OVERSEAS One year E32.200 I 
! Two years E40.00 0 Two years E60.00 0 j 

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
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I 
I 
I 
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I 
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Driving School  
(Covering Dorset) 

9 FREE practical fer, for absolute 

OCcdeofPrncticeexceedr industly's 

9 Moniiorr insfmctor's fuilion quality 

9 Hourly. multiple hour. intensive and 

0 Range of m m ~ a l &  aulomOliC 

9 FREE Is~wn topic n o m  
0 Range of lheary test material 
0 Mock tests (practical) 
9 Gift vouchers 

beginners 

rwndard 

in four ways 

*fresher courscs 

geared cars 

For a FREE, comprehensive bmchure 
FREEPHONE0800 7 1 6  016 

hitp:i lwwlu.rgood.ca.uk 

NEED A CV? 
For free details mntact the 

specialists in FORCES CVs 
(EStaMished 1981) 

F O W P  Dspt. 
PO BOX sn. 

SuMn -Id. 
W e t  Midhn& 

B 7 3 W A  
0121.5562187 

SERVTCES 

I Prances: ~ ~ a r ~ c e  I _ _  ~ ~ ~~ 

Are you leaving the Services withn the next 316 months? 
Do you want to become a member of an expanding professional 

retail security company? 

For furiher details and an application form telephone: 
Personnel DeparrmenI on 01642 240999 cJ@ RB1 -- 

FOOTBALL MANGERS) 
To receive a FREE, no obligations information pack, fill out  the form 
below and send it to u5. Hurry, ae piaces arc now limited. Send to: 

WORLD CLA55 MANAGER, P 0 Box 31. NEWQUAY, CORNWALL TR7 3YD 

I-: ........................ Post Addreall: .............. 
.......................................................... 
.......................................................... 
'."O"Zite Club. are: ...................................... 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN THE EPIC EVENTS OF 
THE ZULU WAR, ISLANDLWANA AND RORKE'S DRIFT? 

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN TAKE A DEGREE COURSE IN THE 
SUBJECT OF THE ANGLO-ZULU WAR OF 1879? 

FOR DETAILS OF THE SOCIETY OR A PROSPECTUS, 
PLEASE CONTACI: 

The Registrar 
The Anglo Zulu War Historical Society 
Woodbury House 
Woodchurch Road 
Tenterden 
Kent TN30 7AE 
Tel: 01580 765856 
Web site: www.web-marketing co.uk/anglozuluwar 

"CV Examples" is packed wiul B host of examples of highly successid inlewiew 
generating CVr for the lnfanily (Private to WOI). Repared by SERVICE-CV - a  widely 
recognised leader in C v  compilalion for milifani mmonnel with a world-wide client brw ~ 

"CV Examples" is the ultimate CV writing aid. 

Tr Full package also includes: 
0 In-depth appraisal of your CV by SERVICE-CV 
0 Letter of Application guide (with examples). 
Fora FREE no obligation information pack call or write 10: (01"') 344842 

SERVICE -CV IDeot A). 2 TERN GARDENS, PLYMOUTH. PL7 2HZ 

Excel Protection have been providing Bodyguards to 
the rich and famous for over 10 years. We also train 
Bodyguards. We could train YOU for a new career, call 
or write for our free information pack. 

Excel Protection, The Coach H o u s e ,  West Street, 
Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL 
Tel: 01372 72 62  52 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
GUARD SERVICE 

1 
I 

Are you over IS? Interested in joining the Ministry of Defence 
Guard Service as a Civilian Security Omcer  Grade 5? 
Career opportunities (for both men and women) now exist in the 
Aldershot area. 
Duties include checking identification of personnel, patrols inside 
and outside buildings and checking vehicles moving in and out of 
the area. Opportunities may exist to transfer to the dog handling sec- 
tion. 
Excellent benefits package inc 25 days paid leave and non- 
contributory pension scheme. 
S&c&ak f8353 - After training f9061 rising to f 11567 pa plus 
shift allowance and weekend premiums. 
All new entrants will be required to pass a medical examination and 
successfully complete a foundation course. Must be prepared to 
work shift rosters (including night duty) as required. 

I 
Civil Admin Office, 
HQ 5 Ab Bde & Aldershot Garrison, 
Amhem Barracks.Aldenhot 
Telephone: 01252 340038/340039 

T H E  MOD IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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NO WIN - NO F t t  

SERVICE PERSONNEL HAVE EXACTLY 
THE SAME RIGHTSAS 
CIVILIANS W H E N  IT 

COMESTO 
COMPENSATION 

0 All Perronal lnluriei 
0 RTA DnverlParrenger 
0 crimina1 InjYriel 
0 lndurvial lnjuriviDirearerIDeatnerrlR.S.1 
0 Includes all Service personnel and their 

hmilier,at home 01 abroad. 

Tylon Houre.29 High Sveer. 
Heckmondwicb. 

WerrYarhhireWFib OJA 
TeliFax:0044 1924411 121 

0 8 0 0  2 1 4 0 8 6  

MINIATURE MEDALS 
Relurn olposl Sewwe 

Example alpncer - 
CB. E32: CBE. E20, MCIDCMIMMIQGM. E l l  
OBEiMBEiBEM C9. MSM fin, LS d GC C6, 
CaronationiJvbilee Medal E5: UN Cyprus f6, 
UN 801ma E6: Nafo (Ifor) medai wllh clasp. 
Farmer Yugoslavia C7 50: Accumulated CSM 
P5: SiAlIanfic + rosane: C6, GSM G.Vl.R with 
clasp P7: GSMiCSM w8lh clasp. f6. Gull Medal 
w\,n clasp. E 6  Second war stars f2 sac", 
DetsnceiWar Medais E4 sach. Miniature 
M o u n t ~ n g 0 a r i t o r D I Y . m o v n f i n g t ~ p a a - f l  
2-Cl l0:3-E1.20,4-fl.30:5-f1.40:6-E1 50, 
,-S1.60,8 - El.sO,9-E2.00,,0 -EZ.20 

plus 175% V.A.T.aodflposIage 

7 - d ~  medal momling oewm 10, 
IWsize andrninialUieS 8n boih 'ordmay'snc 
'CO"* w e  

* Full-size medals supplied 
Wile 0lza Badges Mess Kit Badges 

*Display cases. medal ribbon. mounting 
 bar^, ribbon bar9 etc. 

Compelll~ve Pocer. FilsI-dass qumy aod 
delivery guaiaoleed. 

Send 10, comprehensive catalogue to the 
Medal Specialis@ 

126p slamp appreciated): 
MINIATURE MEDALS ISM) 

3OCOVENTRVROAD. BURBAGE, 
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP. 
Telephone: (01&%1239262 o 

For officers or other ranks. 
With or without unit 

designation. 
alsn -- . .  . 

Any quantity supplied 
S.A.E. forprice list 

Lancashire Embroidery 
&Insignia Ltd 

Knowsley Industrial 
Park North, Kirkby, 
Liverpool L33 7SA. 
Phone: 0151-54651612 

Fax: 0151-549 1128 

I AMERICA'S BIGGEST PEOPLE CARRIER 

I BIGGER ONE. 

I 

litre manual or a 3 . 3  litre V6  auto engine. And comes in two trims, the,SE and LE. 

'Ihe Chrysles Voyager from f14,995 or  the Grand Voyager from f21,400 tax free an 

the road. All you have to  d o  is choose. 

U.RIGA'S BIOOELT C l O C L l  CARRICR 

UK HOTLINE 1 01367 241215 , Fax. 01367 141000 

Tel Day Evening I 
Cars for use in (country) I 
Models of interest: Voyager 0 Other Chryrler Jeep ( ) please specify 1 
Tax Free for export 0 Tax paid for UK use 0 Concession Price d 1 
Please post to SCE Ltd, FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR UKZc';~";;e;~;;K;~ 1 
or e-mail: chyrle~rce-uk.demon.co.uk ~ p p p p p p p p p p p p p p p p _ - - _ p p ~ l  
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1998 British Army Collection 
New for spring 1998, a range of quality gifts available exclusively 

from Soldier, each bearing the British Army logo 

stopper in one handy gadget. 
(Length, 13cm). 

Silver-plated arc cufflinkS. 
Torpedo fastening. (1.5cm square). 

II 
I 

. -  

Silver-plated 3-in-1 bar tool - 
a corkscrew, bottle-opener and wine 

Nickel-plated book clock, with 
logo on cover. (5.5 x 5cm). 

Traditional stainless-steel hip 
flask with flip-top. An ideal gift 

for the great outdoors. 
(lOcmx9cm). 

I 

Classic silver-plated champagne 
stopper. Beautifully engineered 

and engraved with logo, 
(5.5cmx4.5cmdia). 

A R M Y  

Delightful silver-plated deluxe 
powder compact, with built-in 

mirror and logo on lid. (5cm &a). 

Silver-plated goose-neck 
bookmark, engraved with 
logo. (Length 13.5cm). 

0 Crown Copyright/MoD. Reproduced by permission of the Controller of TSO 

Price Quantity Tots - I ---  ̂ ^  I I 

rand Total 



J O P  
STARIL ? 

y far the largest gmwing inousiry in arnain today is Intormation 
?Chnology. Valuable, accredited computer skills have never 
?an more In demand, and the salaries on offer reflect this: yet 
:quiring these skills could be easier than you think. 

3r 10 years Amraf Training Plc has specialised in resettlement 
-'-lng that leads to recognised qualifications in this premium 

et sector. 

Amraf offers the following high quality training courses: - Novel1 Netware 4.1 1 CNA (which Includes a CNE passport) 
Microsoft Windows NT 4.0 (which includes a MCSE passport) 
Computer Maintenance (City & Guids or 4 t) 
Microsoft Olfice 97 
Computer Foundation 
Introduction 10 the internet - lnternet web pagedesign 

We even offer an unlimited **-:-:ig passport, valid for twelrs 
months, which includes a br 'w high specification Pentium 
PC which you keep. 

Our residential courses are basea ,,, issex. Most of our training 
rooms are air conditioned for added comfort. 

New for 1998, our lnformation Technology recruitment 
centre is ceriain to find jusf the job you're looking for, on- 
you have the necessary qualifications. 

With the new regulations, it's even more important to buy 

Make m e  that you deal with a 
company with a reputation for 
sound advice, excellent service 

and low pnces. Contact: 

THE RIGHT CAR 

Advanced Car Exports 
iuthonsed P 

I Advanced Car Exports 
FREEPOST, W Box 470, Bushey, k r I s  WD2 1WD 

Tel: 0181-444 5555. (Fax: 0181-444 5444) 
Contact Stan Baternan, Sales Manager I 

If,, ENGRAVING 
Service Available 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES  manufacture Pewter lankards, Trophies, Goblets and 
Htp Flasks 

~ ~ ' r a n k a r d r  engraved with BadgeiCre61 lrom E5.50 + VAT 
SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE 

T E L  (01111 2765554 FAX: (01141 2750377 
.OSSOPSTROPHIES.~BROAO STREET, SHEFFIELDSZPLE 

Send s.a.e. for price list 
D J Parkinson (3 

186b Lewes Road, Brighton 
Sussex BN2 3LD 

FORD 

..^. ..^ 

mrafTraining,4 Stationcourt, 
lickford EasexSS117Af 

I 
A r n r o f  

. ...... 
IWSTAWT ACTIOW 
HOTLINE 

Germany 01 30-8544-96 

................................................... 

. W E  M O  W N K  ...-...... : 

. PODRESS " .... I " . 
: ............................................ " ............... i ..... R " : 
: Unil ................... Del. nq. by .. : 
: I am Imemsted In ".."...."...-...".... : 
: Patt+xChm~ d a l k  ..................................... ................. ".."..."...."....".. : : country 01 use ............................................................................................. : 

SOLDIER August 1998 



... 

d For either U K TAX PAID 
or TAX FREE EXPORT 

contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces. 

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 

c--- 7 
Tax Free Sales 

* Immediate delivery on most models 
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance 
* Part exchange * Continental/UK delivery 
* 323 from €9,549 * 626 from €1 0,199 

The All New MX5 from €10 ,999  
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG 

AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA 

POOL AUTOS 
7020 Mons, Belgium 

Tel: [651726836 Fax: [65] 724467 
Serving the Services since 1968 

Please forward details on: 
3 2 3 0  6 2 6 0  MX3O MX5O MX6O XedosO 
Other makes 0 .......................................... LHD/RHD 

Name ............................................ Rank 
Address .................................................................... 

........................................................... 
Tel No ......................... 

REPLIES. To reply to ape 
a letter and send it to Soldtb LVWS-YK 

at the address below. The box number 
must be CLEARLY written in the 
TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve- 
lope. Your envelope must be no larger 
than 8” x 4 and should contain only a 
letter plus a photograph if requested. 
Replies received more than three 
months after the cover date and large, 
heavy, or p r l y  addressed 
envelapes win not be forwarded. 

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN 
PAL. Please send for details 
enclosing B stamped, self- 
addressed envelope to: Soldier 
Magazine, Ordnance Road, Aldcc 
shot, Hants G u l l  2DU 

JuUe, 30, 5’4” (nearly), with brown 
hair and medium build. Likes socialis- 
ing, music, the cinema, reading, cook- 
ing and generally relaxing and enjoying 
life. Seeking pen pals, 28-35. P298 0- 

Victor, a 5’8” cuddlesome, caring 
and sincere 53-yearold. An en-Senice- 
man who enjoys travel, gardening, TV 
and eating out. Would like ladies (28- 
50) with similar interests to put pen to 
paper and give me a line. P299 m m  

h e m ,  26, 5’8”, blue-eyed blonde 
who enjoys going out, having a good 
laugh, dancing, films, reading and 
socialising. Seeking pen pals 25+. All 
letters answered. P300 W B  

MisbWe, a 26-year-old, blue-eyed 
blonde who enjoys drinking, dubbing, 
travelling, socialising and keep fit. Seek- 
ing pen pals 20+. P301 U P 8  

(The Collectorb Bible) 
Volume One (1800-1920) f65.M 
Volume ’Itvo (1920-1998) M5.M 

(Now updated again) 
Part postage f2.50 each parcel 
€I. L & li King, 3, Saxon Crojl, 

Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7QB 
Tel: 01252 716303 

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK” 
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills, 
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPS: Scouts, 
Emergency Alarms, Routines in t h e  
Field, Tank Target Indication, 
Working with Helicopters, M?p 
Reading & Orienteering, First Aid, 
NBC, Adventure Trg. Skill at Arms. 
Full info an SASORSW, Tests and 
APWTr, GPMG Light Roll, Signals, 
Mines, MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft 
Recognition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0. 
Price L7.50 (inc p&p WBFPO) .  
Trade terms on application. Available 
from selected Naafi Branches, 
Bookshops or direct from publishers: 
MILITARY POCKET BOOKS, PO 
Boa 28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks 
HU17 5 L A  Tellfan: 01964 542878.ric 

Military history books. Please send 
S A E  for current catalogue. Free spc- 
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low 
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria 
CAIO3HB. Tel: 01931 715253. n m  

~~ ~ 

Gin, 5’4”, a blonde ex-mdel with FREE BOOK CATALOGUE - 
military, shooting, fieldcraft, outdoor 
survival, martial arts and much more. 

and car ’*pen pals Send to: Outdoorsman’s Bookstore, 
30+. Photo appreciated. PMZ 0 ~ 1  Unit 27, Monument Industrial Park, 
Sbaron, 33, 5 V ’ ,  with dark brawn Chalgrove, Oxon OX44 7RW or 

include the cinema, reading and going 
out on the town. Seeking pen pals, 30- RED BERETS 44 - the onlcial his- 
40, with GSOH. P303 w9a tory of The Parachute Regiment & 

Airborne Forces during World War 2. 
Gwynetb 2 4 - Y e a M  widow t h n  Personal accounts of action on D- 
Carmarthenshire with three children.  ay and at Amhem. L3.50 +Ll.50 
Wouldlike to contact any pen Pals from P+P. Cheques payable to: AFC. Con- 
threcyeanagoandwouldwelcamenew tact T h e  Chariries Office on 01252 
pals, 20-32. P304 o m  316104. IIR$ 

Joan, 5’2”. Jnte~sts indude wallang, 
reading and s p a  and wouldliketo mrre- 
spondwithpenpdsofanyage.P305 -I( 

Sandy, 5’4”, 4011, slim with blue eyes. 
Enjoys most spom skiing, walking, 
going to pubs and dubs and music. 
Seeking tall, slim, sporty pen pals. 38- 
45. P306 0 8 r n  

Sarah, 31, caring and affectionate 
with a bubbly persanaliry. Enjoys 
socialising, music and travelling. Would 
like to hear from genuine pen pals, 28- 
35ish, and who must like children. 
P307 mns 

W. =j4*s Clubs, pubs, Elst cars, 
animals and tmifo-. 

hair and eyes and GSOH. Interests phone: 01865 400256. O l l l i l  

Southern HigWds PUblRestau- 
rant. Beautiful location. Separate 
owner’s cottap. ’hrnover L250,OOO 
and in-asing. Accounts available. 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Perth one hour 
away. Superb oppornmiv for new 
lifestyle. Long lease LI20,OOO. Details: 
01877 376363. 01m 

Profit, pleasure, prestige - for 
you, with my craftlbusiness idea! 
Free details from: Coldcast Repro- 
ductions, Lybster(S), Caithness, 
Scotland KW3 6AQ. , I n 8  

Memories of a soldier with 9th Essen 

some 60 p a r s  Road, Broad Oaks, Rye, East Sussex 
TN31 6BG. 

Military, Aviation, Maritime books. 
W”te,relephone or fax for free lists. 

01387-720487. 



British Military esp badses and @&ty malren of Bribish &,n,., Air 
insignia. Send SAE for lists to: Forcm and Navy badges, regimental 
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022, banners, uniform accessories, Scouish 

LEFT HAND DRIVE Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3JQ. clan crests and military badges. 
VEHICLES ~m Bagpipes, practice chanters and band 

MINI BUSESNANS AnnycsPBndge. Longlist 0fCm"ine uniform accessories. Please ask for fme 
item. e m@hQhtea 8z catalogue: Toptlyz Indusmes, 211414 

Any conditition. turitorial -s. ht 75p ~ l w  SAB. Maiidpurs, Sialkat, Pakistan. Fan 0092 
B m f l e R  68 pinfold h e ,  Methley, 432588547. 0- Cash Buyer. LedsLS26 9AB. Tel: 01977 515811. 

m E D  

t 

MANAGEMENT 
.A SIRAIGKI FORWARD 

UANAGEMENT SFRVICF. BY STAFF 
WHO CAKE FOR YOUR HOME. 

m i v r n u a ~ ~ m a ~ m  

GREENFIEU) HOUSE, 
DOWLANDSLANE, 

C O F T H O ~  
WTSUSSEX,RHlO 3ML 
TeVPar: 01342718671 (24W 



P I 3 
JUh,.., 
Flnt prlm (468 NM, f3,200): Cpl 

DM Saiiev. Defence Animal Centre, 
Melton M6wbray. 

Second p k  (451 runs, f1,W): 
WO2 PPSlom, 28 Engr Regt, 
Hameln. 

Thlrcl prim (428 runs, f1200): Maj 
DF Capps. RMCS, Shrivenham. 

TM OLeary, 26 Regt RA, GOtersioh. 
F M  prla (424 runs, fMI0): ND 

Webster, PCD RLC. Mill Hill. 
Slnh prkw (406 runs, €400): Sgt HI 

Gran!, AFCO, Glasgow. 
Seventh prke (401 runs, €300): 

WO2 J Langham, 3 R Irish. 

AWThomson, 1 RHF, Fallingbostei. 
Nlmh pkw (988 runs, €lW): LCpl ID 

Brown. 3 RSME Regt, Minley. 

FOUMl (425 NM, rWa):%l 

Eighth prim (400 NM, f200): Cpl 

JUNE27,logS 
Rnt prlm (599 runa, €3,200): LCpl 

JM Ashfom-Panon, 2 PJR. 
Fallingboslel. 

Second pdze (564 Nns, f1,W): 
WO2 AM Smart, 9 Sup Regl TLC, 
Chippenham. 

Third plze (534 NM, €1,200): Maj 
BC Anderson, MMM Kuwait. 

Fourthprlw(uoruns,EOM):SgtSMB 
Heugh, B b d  Sup UnR, Aldershd 

. F m  prim (528 runs, fW): Cap1 DE 
Hall, 3 Bn REME. Paderbom. 

Slxth prlm (508 runs, Czoo): Cpl MP 
Hlrd, JCU. 

SBvwnth Dr lm (505 runs, WOO): Mal 
CJC Ken. AFCO Nomlcn 

WO-way 11. (or eighth prkw (504 
Nns. f1MI:Lt Ca JP Edmonson- 
Joneb, P J h ,  Northwood; WO2 A 
Gannon. HQ 52 Lowland Bde. 
Edinburgh. 

JULY 4 , I M  
Flnt plm (354 runs, €3,200): ATpr 

GWW Woodhouse. 2 Trg Regt AAC, 
Middle Wallop. 

SecondWlm(353runs,fl,BW):Cpl 
DS Ja&on,-9 R Irish. 

WO-way t lw tor third prlre (345 
N ~ S .  €1.0501: caot FJR Grounds. 

~1 ~ I ~ ~ ~ ,  ~~ 

1~~ R Anglian. Cambrldge: ~Cpi Pd 
Huiohinson. 6 Sup Regt RLC. 
Gmersloh. 

Flnh prlm (340 runs, fW): Maj NG 
Campbell, HQ49(E) Bde, Chilweli. 

W w a y  Ue lor sixth prla (327 runs, 
€3asO)i SSgl C Hydes. Scots DG, 
Fallingbostel; WO2 R Palerson, 1 
DWR. Hounslow. 

EIgMh'G118 runs, f2Wh LCPI IS . .  
8ourley. 7 R Irish: 

Marley, 7 Bn REME, Wanisham. 
Nlnth phe(318runs. €100): SSgt BJ 

JULY 11,1898 
flmt plm (342 NM, f3,ZW): LcPl 

HR Wiiliams, QDG, Sennelager. 
Swmnd prlm(341 runs, f1,W): Cpl 

DJ Olier. SEAE, Arbodleld. 
mird prim (326 NM, s1,200): Lt col 

TP OConnor. SEME. Bordon. 

Fourth prla ................ 
NJ Bateson, HQ 4 Div. Aldershot. 

Rtth pdm (314 Nns, f6W): CSgt DI 
Bradbury, Schml of Infantry, 
Warminsler. 

Slxth prlm (310 NM, f400): WO2 
NR Muilings, SHAPE. 

Four-way tle tor sewnth pdm (SOS 
runs, € l M  each): Cpl Al BaIlow. 2 
Signal Rem York; Sgt SI 
Heddershaw, 1 WFR. Tcdworth; 
WO2 M Moore HQ London District; 
Caal LA Wwd. 16 Real RA. r~ ~ ~ ~ 

Wkhvioh. 

JULY 18,lSW 
Rnt prkw (437 runs, W,200): Cpl LR 

Williamb. HQ 1 Recce Bde. 
Netheraim. 

Second prlm (433 runs, f1,W): sat 
SACOH, RSA, Larkhill. 

mlrd p h  (417 rum flw): WO1 
RG Hughes, 1 Bn REME, Dsnabdik 

WO-way lle tor tourth prla (414 
N ~ S ,  f750): Sgl E Blownfleld, 3 R 
Irish Cpl JG James. 3 Regt AAC, 
Wattlsharn. 

sixth plze (409 runa. Em): sat 
(name withheld). HQ Herefwd 
Garrison. 

Sewnth prlze (387 runs, f300): Cpl 
G Tom, MOD, London. 

Eighth plm (384 runs, UW): Mai 
GM Wwds, AGCTrg Centre, Wolmy 
Down. 

Nlnlh plre (an6 runs, fl00): LCpl 
DL Hart, 3 Bn REME, Paderborn. 

C L A S S I F I E D  
A D V E R T I S E M E N T S  

............. NAME ............................................... .............................. 

ADDRESS ..................................................................................................................................................................... ............................................ 

................................................................................... ................................................................ postmde ............................................................... 

(PLEASE USE BLCCKCAPITILS) 

I CLASSIFICATION ........................................................................... 

I 1 I I 
26 27 28 29 30 

11 y o ~  need more space, or 00 not w sn to cu! lne magazine. piease wnle c early on pia n paper. 
COST 45p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE €9.00. VAT AT 17.5% M U  BE ADDED 

N E  NAME AND ADDRESS ANOIOR PHOhE hLMBER SHOULD SE INCLLDED Ih COST 
IF YOL REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD €3 00 (INC VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX 3 

-WORDSAT45p = f- Send 10: 
x-INSERTIONS = f- CLASSIFIED ADS 
VAT AT 17.5% = E- SOLDIER 
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT) = E- 
TOTAL ENCLOSED = €- ALDERSHOT 
CHEQUUPO Number (Payable to SOLDIER) HANTSGUll 2DU 

ORDNANCE ROAD 

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS -T BE PREPAID AND m u  BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE 



I You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS 1 
I 

PHOTO 
PRINTS 

Have you, or anyone 
you know, featuret 
in SOLDIER? If so, 

a MICHAEL JAY 1 
mmmm . II T T  

OR'S and Mficers Me90 Dress 
Onices No. 2 Dress 

OR'S and Mficers N0.1 Dress 
Oficers Bntish Warm Overcoats 

Dinner Suits 
Lounge Suits 

11 48Hr. or2Week Make Up 

- - 
I UNIQUE military clothing and equipment. I 

r E 

m 

I 
THE DIFFERENCE. I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

11111111111111 4 

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND 
THE BEST AND KNOW 

For your FREE 
76 page colour catalogue 
trite or telephone 

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES I 
St. George's Works, St. George's 
Quay, Lancaster, 
Lancashire LA1 5QJ 
Telephone (01 524) 64204 

you can order 
top quality prints WHAT COULD BE MORE 

RELAXING THAN DRIVING 
A ROVER 400? 

DRIVING A TAX FREE ROVER 400. 
Few places on earth are more comfortable, and free from stress, 

than the driving seat of the Rover 416% 
Few cars in its class are more soothing on the eye. And even 

fewer are as reassuringly well equipped - with standard specification 
including, power assisted steering, an anti-thee alarm with immobiliser, 
drivers airbag, electric sunroof and front windows. 

But perhaps most comforting of all is the knowledge that, at a 
tax free price of E11.921," you simply can't buy a car that offers 
more for less. 

Call SCE today or send the coupon for your free full colour 
information pack. 

SCE 
PO Box 177, 

Faringdon, Oxon 
SN7 7EW UK. 

UK HOTLINE 
(01367) 241225 

FAX UK (111367) 2121111l1 



Meet the battle-bikers R.pert:t3&mnltWlmu 
Pkiwmcwkew..tar 

SATLTRIMY a#erao$$~, o d  the p p l e  
of me tiny wiltahipe vihge of C d m ,  
near Chippenham, wme ajaying an un- 
scasonatly warm dap. Iri the pub, pints 
were heing &sed to lips, while on the 
green, ducks dabhkd in a muddy pond 
and cbi&enchnsed a bsll.Itwas a &WO- 
h - b o ~  idyll &ut to be shatraed 

A distant and ominous throbbing of 
mukiple four-stroke e&&=# increassd to 
a mtoDty roar as a comq ofvintpse BJB- 
tpry motorbiLas rambled past a solitary 
Monis Mhmr aaflground to ahalt by the 
pub. 

The r e g u h  wondered nervou8ly if 
*psetw t h e w f o r  
a @ -  ma= 
R7Jd orr. But ieerr 1M w dstlsst to 
village moiaauf i e  bikes, aII membm 
of the Wraryvehide  Trwr, had turned 
out not M termrise -but to ha* 
a qoiet pint sa8 all S&ev about their 

mmba a8 a scruffy non-Nuner in Hol- 
leud in 2983 and immediately coughed 
up L4,250 to buy it. Exactly 40 years 
&er it entered service with the Wehzma- 
cht, the Zuncbpp went where Hider’s 
rrwtps had hiled to take it: to &gland. 
sir. year8 and a lot of money later, the 
bihc~rsptaFdtoitsSecondWorldWat opeddutiogthear~rforusebyBririshnir- 
Cowli t ion.  bornefolrea,PomredbyViUierser#ints, 

“llweisnothingcheap ornastyabout WelbiisnerafddedintonrospedPlcoaraia- 
this machine,” said chrir, the obsessive 
ntinr ofthe a w  enthushrin his e~e. “It But Chris readib Wts that his little 

VAS yeam ukerd of its time. Just kmk nt 
theM hydra& bmka and tbc iweme 
gear.. .” 

ers and pnrnchutcd into action. 
Leader o( the pack. Chrla O r c m  astride his Zundspp 

ee le4.enion. 11 is, in fact, a 
$e to 5 d  sa original model 
W ryt his heart on, Chris 
the q* CotesMeVilliers 
buih epwrhiag elm from 

ch dedication is typical of 
fke collectars. Brim 
a uvpenrer ancl ininer 

redlife,is an*driven 
aria Ne bad riadcn into 
Comham rmide a h e  

The TRW is solidly reliable, with the 
emphasis on solid. Although, by the early 
Sixties, civilian motor-cyclists were enjoy- 
ing feather-bed comfort, the austere post- 
war Army decreed that the TRW should 
have no rear suspension. But then Army 
trousers had plenty of room for padding. 

How much had it cost to fix up the 
TRW? “Better not to ask,” said Brian, 
“but a lot more than its market value of 
about L1,500.” 
AU eyes looked admiringly at the 

Matchless 350cc G3L belonging to Chris 
Hawkings.This machine, like most of the 
otheibattle bikes, might have had a story 
to tell, but only the original paint work 
had given any clue to its history. 

The sandy colour scheme suggested 
that it had seen service in the Western 

Desert. The “L” in the military designa- 
tion of the Matchless stood for light- 
weight, but like all old military bikes (even 
the Harley DavidsonV-twins which were 
introduced when the Triumph factory 
was bombed by the LuhvaBe) it is heavy 
and under-powered compared to today’s 
machines. A modern IOOcc bike can gen- 
erate as much power as the Matchless, 

Who cares? Certainly not the battle- 
bikers. Their machines are steeped in 
proud military and motor-cycling history 
and keeping that heritage alive is all that 
matters. 

The enthusiasts all insisted that restor- 
ing military bikes is within the reach of 
almost anyone with reasonable mechani- 
cal skills. But Chris Orchard advises the 
beginner against t a b  on a tirst project 

as difficult as his Zunaapp. x reiauveiy 
common machine like a 350cc BSA B40, 
which was the standard British Army 
bike well into the 19705, is an ideal first 
project. An old “Beeze? might be in a 
box of bits, but it is likely to cost only 
a few hundred pounds and spares are 
plentiful. 

But he advises, “don’t worry if, when 
you’ve got the bike running, it has the odd 
dent or some scratched paintwork. After 
all, if it was in perfect condition, it would- 
n’t be a soldier’s bike. Just get on it and 
ride.” 

And that was the battle-bikers’ cue to 
boot their machines into life and go, 
leaving Corsham to the pub regulars, the 
children and the decidedly unwarlike 
Morris Minor. 

of the bike b 

p&n ior restored militasy motorbiles. 
The rmofscd lender of the pack 

was Chris Orchard. The 
spaken d o r  of B 
boak on seaepld World We 
motor + VAS more t$e 

,but the impodngpraence of 4 MildOnetbnntheWAOne, 

his huge Oarocm Zaadepp T of t h e  b i k e s  
KS7W hike and sidecar outht 
~ E V C  him an air of authority. 

Chr is tbodthe  I P 4 3 - ~ i ~ t ~ g %  ~ ~ ~ * m , ~ R ~ ~ ~ ~ i h . ~  neu, hm 1952 to 1964. 

I -  
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World of wheels 

ALFA Romeo’s brilliantly-engineered 
156 is a beacon of achievement in a grey 
world of Teutonic and oriental boredom, 
writes SydTaylor. 

This is an Italian car conceived to srir 
the emotions and every facet of its charac- 
ter bears the hallmark of greatness. 

Lean, lithe and timelessly elegant, its 
shape promises speed and excitement 
plus crowd-pulling presence. But all the 
design flair in the world cannot make up 
for shortcomings in other crucial areas, so 
the 156’s appeal is backed by common- 
sense virtues. 

That beautihl body is as efficient as it is 
practical, housing a spacious cabin which 
gives top priority to practical motoring 
needs, yet the car still cuts the air effi- 
ciently with a drag coe5cient of only 
0.31. Add to rhis the build integrity you 
now expect from Alfa Romeo and you 
appreciate how the 156 makes no com- 
promises and yet you never forget that it is 

.. I 

....,... ~ . 
a driver’s car with a sporting heritage. 

RELAXING 
Travelling in the new 156 is a relaxing 

experience. Throughout the interior, top- 
quality materials absorb even the slightest 
noise. Leather upholstery fitted to the 
test-car as part of Sport Pack 3 gives that 
impressive feeling ofluxury,The seats are 
ideally contoured for perfect ergonomics 
and for body support in fast bends, offer- 
ing a wide range of adjusunents, and the enhance the dramatic looks. Countering impossible not to fall in love with this 
leather-covered steering wheel can be all this grace and beauty, though, is the Alfa, which will top 140 mph and reach 
altered for reach so that the car really unfortunate positioning of the front 62 mph in just over seven seconds, yet it is 
adapts to the driver and not vice-versa. number-plate, which is set off-centre on capable of returning a combined fuel con- 

An array of features makes the interior the bumper- akin to putting a label on the sumption figure of nearly 25 mpg. Press 
a real joy, with a splendid audio system, ceiling of the Sistine Chapel - but then, on the “fly-by-wire” throttle in any gear and 
electric windows and electrically-operat- reflection, where else could it be sited? you get instant acceleration as the revs 
ed and heated mirrors. Other features The 156 power choice includes 1.8 or rise with seemingly endless relish. It just 
include anthermic glazing, an alarm and 2.0 IitreTwin Spark engines or the sophis- gets faster and faster until it reaches the 
immobiliser, remote central locking, a ticated and super-smooth light alloy 24- red line and then you snick the gear lever 
driver’s airbag and power steering. valve V6 tested here, which delivers 190 as fast as you like and the engine tone 

Externally, front fog lights are set sty- bbp -but this is a car about passion and drops just barely, so delightfully close are 
ishly into the air dam and alloy wheels feel and not just numbers. thesixratios.Alltbisisbackedupbymid- 
with central Alfa Romeo badges further With that sendment in mind it is range thrust and perfect “round-town” 

manners and handling is beautifully bal- 
anced. There’s a superb ride quality, too, 
with bumps soaked up in a way that 
shames many rivals. 

Alfa Romeo’s new 156 is a landmark 
car that looks more coupe than tradition- 
al four-door. It’s an aesthetic triumph 
which confirms Alfa as a leader of design 
as well as technical innovation, combining 
art and technology to perfection and 
offering the perfect balance of emotion 
and common sense. 

It is one of the most exciting cars in 
mainstream production - but then, that 
is no less than we would expect of Alfa 

I 
I 

DRUG dealers, burglary gangs 
and joy-riders have % race on 
their hands with the introduc- 
tlon %oon by Humberslde 
Police Vehicle Crhne Unit of 
two 150 mph observe-and- 

Two all-wheel-drive Subaru 
Impreza Turbo veHtcles have 
been &peclally modified by 
Banbury-based Prodtive, the 
aarnemmpany behind Colin 

IA World Rally Cham- 
rnpreza. Romeo. 
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SOLDIER wmlwmes your letters, whether 
you are an 01Rcer or other mnL; serving or 
clwy; nlne, I S  or W. All we ask Is that you keep them 
brlet and to the polnt. We’d pmW them to be typed but If they are handwrmen, please put 
names, add- and in block capltals (not necessarily tor publlcatlon). 

that a letter, eerlous or humorous, merlts It. So get wrltlngl 

emend for length, c l a m  or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 

Apr~lromtheSoMlergntwlIecllon(.eePage52) will beawardedeechmonthnweludge 

Acceptance OT reje*lm of letters Is the decision of the Edltor, who resawes the right to 

I-ree- ra ng e 
ba ndo leers 
AFTER a 40-year gap I have started read- 
ing Soldier again - quite different from the 
one I knew, but eminently readable. 

Your “Vox Pop” (May) on time spent 
on the range by the support corps made 
me smile. 

During my service I was officer-in- 
charge of my unit’s rifle teams, both full- 
bore (.303) and small-bore (22). Our 
complaints in the early 1950s were exact- 
ly the same as they are now - insuiiicient 
range time and nowhere near enough 
ammunition to train a team properly for 
district competitions. 

On one memorable day I took the full- 
bore team to the local ranges for a practice 
shoot with our pitiful supply of ammuni- 
tion. The day before our range allocation 
a TA unit had been shooting and there, 
neatly laid-out on the firing point, were 
several hundred bandoleers of ,303. I 
realised that my duty was to report the 
fmd but instead my team had a wondelful 
training shoot that day. 

Unfortunately we never won the com- 
petition. I did manage to win 5s (75p) on 
the “pool-hull”. Is that still done? I have 
dropped several hints to TA officers I 
know that I would love to try the SA80 
but they have fallen on stony ground. - 
Alex Diamant (ex-Royal Fusiliers 
and RAPC), Leicester. 

‘Hard’ life a t  Mons 
I READ with interest Tony Skidmore’s 
letter @ne) about Eaton Hall, near 
Chester, in which he referred to its use as 
an officer cadet school until the mid- 
1960s. I thought Eaton Hall officer cadet 
school closed in 1957. 

The letter also mentioned Mons OCS. 
When I was posted from 3 RHA to the 
signal section of the RA wing there in 
1959 I expected life to be hard, but the 
reverse was m e .  As staff members we had 
virtually no duties - the cadets did it all 
for us! - I R Donald, Halstead, Essex. 

EATON Hall was used for convalescence 
during the Second World War. Your inter- 
view with the Duke of Westminster 
(May), reminded me of my time there in 
1940 after suffering a bomb injury. - H F 
Tomlinson (ex-sapper), Halifax 

National Lottery could fund 
this 1939-45 roll of honour 
I FIND it astonishing and sad that no 
national roll ofhonour exists for 
those men and women who 
gave their lives in the Second 
World War. Within three years of the end 
of the First World War the War Office 
published detailed lists of the Servicemen 
killed during that terrible conflict. Soldiers 
Died in the Grear War was issued in 80 
parts, listing each man by number, rank 
and name, regiment or corps, date and 
place of death, point of enlistment, and 
details of service in other units. 

It was a wonderful tribute to those who 
died and is still very much a source of 

information for researchers (and, I under- 
stand, soon to be issued on a 
CD Rom). How sad that well 
over 50 years after the Second 

World War, no such record exists. 
Records of the dead ofthe 1939-45 war 

at the MOD are not even computerised 
and, I gather, there are no plans to issue 
anything resembling Soldiers Died in the 
Grear War. It has been said that money is 
the problem. May I suggest that such a 
project would be worthy of lottery money. 
Perhaps this letter will be read on the right 
desks in MOD. - Lt Col (Retd) W A 
Lyons, Salisbury, Wilts. 

Right man, but 
the wrong day 
WHILE my grand-daughter was waiting 
for an interview to join the Dorset TA she 
picked up the December 1997 issue of 
Soldier. To her amazement she saw me in 
a photograph of the 1st Battalion, The 
Royal Hampshire Regiment taken in 
Minden, Germany 47 years ago. I am now 
82 years of age. 

In the picture, I was the WO2 right- 
hand man in the front rank. However, it 
wasn’t the Gallipoli Day parade - a battle 
honour which was celebrated on April 25 
- as stated in the caption, but the Minden 
Day Trooping of the Colour on the occa- 
sion of the 250th anniversary of the regi- 
ment, which was formed in 1702. 

The parade ended with an all-ranks ball 
in the gymnasium. 

I joined the regiment in 1931 at the age 
of 15 and served with the 1st Battalion 
man and boy for 29 years, being dis- 
charged in 1960. My father, incidentally, 
was wounded while wading ashore at Gal- 
lipoli. - R A Langley, hlilborne Port, 
Dorset. 

Although the error in the caption was 
sponed and corrected in a subsequent issue, 
Mr Langiey’s letter gives us an excuse to use 
his picture again. 

ht-hand man: WO2 Langley 

Proud t o  be a veteran 
I ENJOYED the splendid photographs 
you sent me of myself - and others - at the 
Cenotaph on July 1 (see Page 69). I feel 
very proud of having been a First World 
War veteran and to know that I did my 
training at the Salamanca Barracks in 
Aldershot in 1914. - Robert Burns, ex- 
Cameron Hldr, Wokingham, Berks. 

An interview with Mr Burns, 102, wiii appear 
in a special First World War 80th anniversary 
feature in the November issue. 
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"Roughly translated, it says: 'Danger, 12th 
Legion trainlng area, slings and arrows firing'." 

Secrets ofthe soil-see Pages3243 

Use this chance 
t o  save TA units 
THE CUTS in the Territorial Army as 
proposed under the Strategic Defence 
Review will probably decimate the reserve 
combat arms and thereby jeopardise the 
British Army's ability to sustain a pro- 

No charge on honour 
GLASGOW is known as "no mean city" and 
this is reflected by free entry into museums 
and other public places. Edinburgh, howev- 
er, charges for entrance to places of public 
interest, including the Scottish National War 
Memorial at Edinburgh Castle. Admittedly, 
the €5 charge at the drawbridge pays for 
admission to other apaltments. but I feel it 
should be made clear that no charge is made 
for honouring our war dead. - Charles 
Meacher, ex-RE, Keighiey, W Yorks. 

Lourdes fed Iq 
IN an otherwise excellent report on the 
International Military Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes by Karen Moseley there is one 
small error. The baths are supplied by 
water from a miraculous spring pointed 
out to St Bernadette by Our Lady in 1858 
and do not ' I .  . . hold the water from the 
river next to the Grotto". 

This is most important and is the 

tracted conflict. Modern warfare devou 
men, machines and money at an alarmir 
rate. No army can function without ad, 
quate reserves of all three. 

Considerable effort and time 
required to produce trained soldier 
They cannot be simply plucked from t h l  
air at a moment of crisis ~ which alwa! 
occurs when least expected. 

The TA units proposed for disbant 
ment are due to be announced in thrf 
months' time. A small window of oppo 
tunity still remains open for all those wit 
the future of the British Army at heart t 
lobby their MPs, and anybody else COT 

cerned, to reconsider the proposals. 
Make good use of this opportunit 

Support your local TA. -RA Hamiltor 
Southport. 

miracle sprit10 cl 

reason many people believe the water hr 
healing powers. The river is simply that, 
river. 

Thank you for a wonderful article an 
the many happy memories it revived fc 
me personally. - J Gregory, Altrin 
cham, Cheshire. 

0 J Gregory is absolutely right. 

PS. . 0 

Anotherbitofslang - 
THAT bit 01 Midiand's slang "Owmanyonu- 
Slsus?" (July) brought back memorles. We 
had an llkeston lad in our unit (he said he 
came lrom Ikon) who told me that at an 
early age his mother taught him to say 
"shintin". When the rent man came tap- 
ping on the door, his mother would hide 
behind the curtains and push hlm out to 
tell him: "Shlntlnl" - Len 0 iver, CO cnesier. 
Essex. 

Settled out of court 
WHEN my uncle was serving In Egypt in 
theearly Fiftiestennis balls were in short 
supply. So much so that he took to looking 
after them himself. He told the Orderly 
Room sergeant to put a notice on Part One 
Orders to this effect: 

"Personnel wanting to play tennis will 
draw necessary equlpment from the 
Sports Store but balls from the RSM's 
office. Afrer the game, bats and nets will 
be returned to stores and balls to the 
RSM." 
I had two uncles serving In Suez and 

they both said they could not understand 
why they did not get a medal as other, 
lesser, campaigns seemed to get one. - 
Stepnen Osbaloeston. Rioo ngs Derbysntre. 

Medal mentions 
AS Editor of MedalNews, I can only wel- 
come the letter from Colin Hole (July) 
about the wearing of medals and encour- 
age you to mention Medal News 
favourably In your columns. May I point 
out, together with several others I expect, 
that the figure you gave on Page 67 of 
57,000 kllled on July 1, 1916 should have 
been killed and wounded. About 20,000 
were kllled. which is bad enough. - .ohn S 
S y Walton-on-Tnames SJrrey. 

4T an old comrades' event I noticed a vet- 
?ran wearlng a medal ribbon bar with 
1939-45, F and G, Defence and War 
awards. Many veterans are without thelr 
ictual medals, because to replace them 
Nould be beyond their means. Should this 
form of wearlng entitlements be accepted? 
- K V G Moore. Bacion horlol6. 

me wrong company 
THE RASC company mentloned in 
'Twelve years 01 jungle bashing" (July) 
was 3 Company RASC and not No 2 Coy. 
rhis is the tirst time in more than 50 years 
>f reading Soldierthat I have written con- 
:erning an error (apart lrom April Fool 
zpoofsi). - John Slatnam (Mal, long retired) 
.amceston, Cornwall. 

Military bearing 
THE Duke of York's Royal Military School 
itill maintains a strong military tradition, 
which tailed to come over in your artlcle 
June). It still boasts an excellent band 
Ind drums and perlorms well on ceremo- 
lial occasions when the students wear 
Inlform. - J V Lewis (ex-RQMS RE and 
ormer pupil), Longfield. Kent. 

SOLDIER August 1998 



Wargamers’ view of 
Penins battles 
RESEARC WO wargamers, 
Richard Partridge and Mike 
Oliver, has resulted in a detailed 

appraisal of 
the Spanish 
and French 
forces who 
took part in six 
battles of the 
Peninsular 
War between 
May 1808 and 
January 1909. 
Battle Stud- 
ies In the 

Per ;table, hard- 
back, f25) includes notes on 
historical background, topogra- 
phy and commanding generals 
as well as maps and diagrams 
and battle notes for wargamers 

re-enactment groups. ’ 

ifortunate heroes 
Gallipoli carnage 
LLIPOLI’S unfortunate fioht- 

ing men were, i 
words of one, “I e m 

- 
ie rueful 
,ten by our 
own leaders”. 
In his exhaus- 
tive 1995 
study to mark 
the 80th 
anniversary, 
Col Michael 
Hickey traced 
the room of 
the catastro- 
phe to the 
remoteness of 

war leaders in London, the 
incompetence of the comman- 
ders on the spot, and the inade- 
quacy of resources. But there 
was plenty of heroism on the 
ground and the whole story is 
told vividly in Gallipoli. now pub- 
lished in a 363-page paperback 
by John Murray at f15.99. 

Belated publicity for 
Falabe operation 
KEN TOUT, best-selling author 
of Tank!, argues that Totaiize 1 ”. 
the Second World War ODeration 

to close the 
Falaise Gap 
in which he 
took part as 
an NCO, was 

- F  
A FINE NIGHT 
FOR TANKS 

., 

the finest feat 
of Allied 
armoured 
action in both 
world wars. 
He also 
claims it as 
being the 

least studied and publicised. 
Using some particularly evoca- 
tive personal accounts to 
embellish his pacy and edifying 
narrative. he rectifies both 
anomalies with A Fine Night for 
Tanks: The Road to Falaise 
(Sunon. hardback. f18.991 

a st--rrr’-g success 
FEARLESS men with steel- 
blue eyes and square jaws . . . 
courageous and good-look- 
ing, with an iron resolve . . . 
tall, dark, highly-motivated 
and determined . . . charis- 
matic, talented, gifted and 
immensely charming. . . 

Descriptions taken from a 
romantic novel? Not at all ~ 

these fulsome adjectives and 
others are sprinkled through- 
out the pages of Srorming Sr 
Nazaire, the story of the men 
who took part in Operation 
Chariot 56 years ago. 

Flattering though these per- 
sonal assessments are, they 
appear somewhat superfluous 
when you consider that 
author James G Dorrian’s real 
mission is to tell the all-too- 
true story of the Combined- 
Ops raid on the French port 
in March, 1942. 

Of a total force of 600, 160 
soldiers and sailors died in the 
operation, 200 were wounded 
or captured and five VCs were 
awarded. 

The plan was to blow up the 
St Nazaire dock, the only one 
on the Atlantic coast large 
enough to house the German 
battleship Tiqirz, by ram- 
mine it with an old destrover 

Storming St Nazaire by James 
G Dorrian. Leo Cooper, Pen & 
Sword, hardback, f19.95. 

packed with explosives. This 
daring, almost suicidal, 
scheme was headed by Lord 
Louis Mountbatten, a cousin 
of the King and a man of 
“good looks and potent 
charm with the determination 
of a lion, the patience of a 
saint and the skills of an 
accomplished politician”. 

The plan involved trans- 
porting teams of demolition 
experts of the Special Service 
Brigade from 1,2,3,4,5,6,9 
and 12 Commandos across 
the Channel in a flotilla of 18 
little ships and the old US 
destroyer Buchanan, renamed 
HMS Campbeltown. 

COMPLEX AFFAIR 
Packed into the ship’s bows 

were 10,OOOlb of “ammonai” 
(could the author have meant 
amatol, a mix of ammonium 
nitrate and TNT?). The 
whole lot went up about three 
hours after ramming the dock 
gate, demolishing the massive 
outer concrete structure. 

Job of the specialist com- 
mando was to destroy the 

dock-operating machinery 
while men from 2 Commando 
held off the port’s defenders. 
Lt Col Charles Newman, CO 
of 2 Commando and leader of 
the raiding party, is quoted as 
describing the plan as an 
“enormously complex affair”. 

Just as complicated is this 
book - although, to be fair, it 
must have been a nightmare 
unravelling the story of one of 
the most daring cross-Chan- 
ne1 raids of the war in which 
such a large proportion of the 
participants were wiped out. 

It is not clear whether the 
exploit was officially consid- 
ered a success but the demoli- 
tion of the outer gates to the 
dock which once housed the 
French luxury liner Nor- 
mandie certainly denied the 
Tirpirz access to a repair bolt- 
hole and to the Atlantic, so 
keeping the battleship away 
from Allied shiuuing. .. - 

Since that was the objective 
of the raid - and many had 
described the mission as 
“impossible” - the only logi- 
cal conclusion is that despite 
the huge human toll, success 
with great honour was theirs. 
The award of five VCs in one 
action tells its own story. - JM 

orable Days: Normandy 
and 1534 bv John Shaw. 
and-now memoir of a con- 
wno, aged 20. stepped 

he wreckage of a girder on 
rmandy soil as a pnvate ( n  
21h Banahon, Devonshire 

The lmperlai Game, edited by 
Brian Stoddart and Keith A P  
Sandiford. Where the British flag 
went - and with it the British 
Army - so too went cricket. Six 
essays on cricket as a cunurai 
phenomenon in continents in 
which Britain once exercised 
power. From the Studies In 
Imperialism series. Manchester 
University Press. hardback, f40. 

The Jena Campaign 1806 by 
Col F N Maude. Description. 
detailed analysis, fold-out maps 
and diagrams of Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s total defeat of the 
Prussian Army at Jena and 
Auerstadl, some of the most dra- 
matic actions of the Napoleonic 
Wars. From the Nawleonic 

Conversatlons wlth Welllng- 
Ion by Earl Stanhope. The 
author secretlytook notesofpro- 
found and gossipy dialogues 
spanning 20 years, providing a 
unique insight into the mind of 
the great soldier-statesman.First 
published 110 years ago. Out 
this month as a Prion Lost Trea- 
sures paperback at f 10. 

Diacoverlng Battlefields of 
England and Scotland by John 
Kinross. Latest edition of the 
well-established guide covers 69 
baffles from King Alfred‘s defeat 
of the Danes at Ashdown in 871 
to Culloden in 1746 and includes 
three not previously mentioned - 
Myton, Hedgeley Mwr  and 
Nantwich. Shire Publications. 

I 
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Sartorially striking: Olficersand men of the Reay Fenclble Highland Regimento1 Foot, 1794-1802,laken 
from FGlennThompson's TheUnMomtsol179&1~(FourCourts Press, Dublln, hardbackf24.95, soft- 
back f14.95) which covars the arms and uniforms on the Irish scena durlng and after the 1798 rebellion 

Brotherhood linked 
by thread of valour 
THEY are all dead now, those 
recipients of Victoria Crosses 
awarded for acts of gallantry 
at Passchendaele, a battle 
chiefly remembered for the 
profligate waste of human life. 

Linked by the common 
thread of valour, this band 
ranged from a 19-year-old 
Canadian private to a 
brigadier-general, the first of 
that rank to be awarded a VC. 

They were not all model 
soldiers: one is described by 
Stephen Snelling in this book 
as "probably one of the most 
unruly individuals ever to don 
a uniform". 

This was Pte Cecil 
"Hoodoo" Kinross, a compa- 
ny runner in Princess Patri- 
cia's Canadian Light Infantry 
who, on October 30, 1917 at 
Furst Farm, knocked out a 
German machine-gun post 
single-handed. He survived 
the war and lived until 1957. 

Another VC with a less than 
exemplary record was Pte 
Thomas Whitham of the 1st 
Battalion, Coldstream Guards 

VCs of the First World War: 
Passchendaele 1917 by Stephen 
Sneliing. Sunon Publishing, hard- 
back, f19.99. 

who was under sentence of 56 
days' No 1 Field Punishment 
when, on the line of the Ypres- 
Staden railway, he captured a 
German machine-gun and its 
crew. Whitham died in 1924 
in extreme poverty. He was 36. 

Taking random examples, 
LSgt Iack Moyney and Pte 
Thomas Woodcock of the 2nd 
Irish Guards won their VCs at 
Ney Copse against a force of 
Wurttenburg Srurmtruppen 
clad in body armour. 

LOST HIS STRIPES 
Moyney lost his stripes in 

1918 for going AWOL but 
maintained links with the reg- 
iment until his death in 1980, 
aged 85. 

LSgt John Harold Rhodes 
of the 3rd Grenadier Guards 
was the most decorated NCO 
in the regiment's history. 
Already the holder of the 

DCM and Bar for gallantry at 
Ypres and Givenchy, he won 
his VC near Houthulst Forest 
on October 9, 1917 when he 
captured a German pillbox. 
Mortally wounded at Cam- 
brai, he died without knowing 
of his award. 

The gains from almost four 
months of deadly struggle 
were lost in just three days in 
the German spring offensive 
of 1918. A conservative esti- 
mate of casualties in the 1917 
Passchendaele campaign, offi- 
cially known as the Third 
Battle of Ypres, is a quarter of 
a million men. One wonders 
just how many acts of valour, 
other than the 61 recogdised 
by the award of the Victoria 
Cross, went unseen. 

Snelling's book is the latest 
in the series on VCs in the 
First World War. Companion 
volumes are: VCs of Gallipoli 
(same author), VCs of the Wesz- 
ern Fmnt 1914, VCsof zhe West- 
ern Fmnz 1915, The Air VCs, 
VCs of zhe Somme, and %e 
Spring Offensiwe 1918. - BJ 

WLffUON 
' +>-STONY GROUND 

slgnals'spy'wbo 
ended up in ColdItz 
WORKING for the Inter-Services 
Liaison Depaltment after sewing 
with Montgomery at El Alamein, 
Sgt Edwin 
Robinson of 
the Royal Sig 
nals parachut- 
ed into 
Yugoslavia, 
was captured 
as an unwit- 
ting and reluc- 
tant spy by the 
Gestapo and 
spent the  rest 
of the war as a 
prisoner, partly in tiolatu. He 
was lucky to escape the firing 
squad and his memories of the 
filth. depriiafons and indignities 
of captivity are brought to Me in 
We Fell On Stony Ground (The 
BookGuild, hardback, f12.95). 

kesh dew - from 
desert to Baldc 
TWO points initially distinguish 
Lt Col Aidan Sprot's Second 
World War memoirs. Swifter 
Than Eagles 
(The Pentland 
Press, hard- 
back, f 16) - 
he penned 
them in 1947 
while thev 
were stilliresh 
in his mind, 
thus  giving 
them a certain 
reliability of 
detail, and they tell the story 
from the Westem Desert to t h e  
Baltic through the eyes of a 
junior officer in The Royal Scots 
Greys who was very much at the 
centre of things as an inteiii- 
gence officer, recce troop leader 
and adjutant. All profits go to the 
Regimental Trust of The Royal 
Scots Dragoon Guards 

E 

Victoryand defeat 
with the Desert Fox 
HElNZ Werner Schmtat was a 
25-year-old stdoent when ne was 
sent to the stall 01 a linle.mown 
commander in 
Nolth Africa. 
Wllh Rommel 
in the Desert 
(Constable, 
softback, 
f9.99) is his 
story of the 
events leading 
to defeat in 
the batlle for 
Africa. Lt 
Schmidt feast- 
ed on Naafi 
"blessings" at the capture of 
Tobruk, suwived Et Alamein, and 
returned to Germany to be mar- 
ried two days before the fall of 
Tunis and the beginning dihe end. 
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Bulletin board 
Staffordshire Regiment: Annual 
reunion on Sept 12 at Whittington 
Barrack, Lichfield. Details from 
RHO, The Staffordshire Regiment, 
Whittington Barracks, Lichfieid, 
Staffs WS14 9PY (sae please). 

Coldstream Guards (pie-1949): 
A reunion for those who joined the 
regiment before 1949 is to be held 
at Windsor on Sept 25. For details 
send sae to Peter Horsfall. 222 
Leigh Hunt Drive, Southgate, 
London NI4 6DS. 

Tal Handaq School, Malta (1947- 
78): Third reunion of RN School Tal 
Handaq will be held in Bicester, 
Oxford on Sept 26. Past staff and 
pupils welcome. Details from Viv 
Daly on 01752 894846. 

been asked to search for any 
material relating to Operation 
Granby, the Gulf War operatii, 
and to forward it to the MOD'S 
Op Granby Archivesituated at 
the Hayes Records Office, 
Bourne Avenue, Hayes, Middle. 
sex (tei 0181 573 3831). Check 
flrst with the archive if the mate- 

4th Regiment RA: All ranks 
reunion, Royal Hotel, Walsail, Oct 
3. Details from Pete Lazell on 0171 
3415278or01902570942. 

Combined Irish Regiments OCA 
Quarterly meeting and AGM, Oct 
3, in London. Membership details 
on receipt of sae at 51 Fakenham 
Road, Beetley, Dereham. Norfolk 
NR20 4BT. Serving members 
heartily welcome. 

120 Llght Battery, Royal Artillery 
(019 1951-Feb 1955): All rank 
who Served in Korea invited to 
reunion at Cranfieid University, 
May 25-26, 1999. Details from 
David Drinkwater on 01330 
860351. 

6 Boys Training Regiment, Royal 
Signals, Beverley (1950-55): 
Reunion of ex-boys to be held in 
Beverley or York in 2000. Ring Ray 
Toyne on 01904 765137 or Tony 
Hull on 01202 770261. 

Arborfield (Army) Apprentices, 
Intakes 50A and 506: 50th 
anniversary reunion planned for 
Oct 2000. Contact Clam Clements 
on 01604 712128 or Tom Lennox 
on 01423 865225. 

Beroness Thatcher revIves memorles of 1902 with two W m s  
at the Airborne Forces' Falklands War reunion at Brownlng Bar- 
racks, Aldershot. She is talking to Terry Peck, -, an Islander 
who gave valuable informatlon and help to the Pathfinder Platoon 
durlng thelr ronnaiMLmce miasions and was hunted by Argeb 
tlne forces. He hid in the hllls surroundlng Stanley to escap cap 
turn. She also met hmrll Connlck, right, then a lance corporal 
with 3 Para who, 16 years before to the day, had e h?g blown off by 
a shellduringthebanlefw Mount Longdon. P m m  ChrisFletehsr 

Woolwlch Polytechnic Students who served 
their country during the world wars sought by 
University of Greenwich to attend the dedica- 
tion on Nov 11 of a plaque commemorating 
the 60 students and staff of Wooiwich Poly- 
technic who gave their lives during 1914-18. 
Families ofthose whofellalsosought. Contact 
MaWn Stephenson, University of Greenwich, 
PR Unit, Southwood Site, Avery Hill Road, 
Eltham, London SE9 2UG (0181 331 9691). 

Anyone who has news of Leonard Ball, who 
joined the Parachute Brigade in 1939 and was 
still serving in 1953, or his family, is asked to 
contact the Chief Clerk at 73 Engineer Regi- 
ment (V), TA Centre, Wigman Road, Bilbor- 
ough. Nottingham NGB 3HY (0115 9293924), 
who wishes to return personal documents. Mr 
Bail lived at one time in the Nottingham area 

Edward Kelly seeks news of old comrade Len 
Abbott, with whom he served in 2 Troop, 48 
Field Squadron, 21 Engineer Regiment at 
Hametn and Nienburg, Germany, in 1950-52. 
Replies to 42 Odo Road, Dover, Kent CT17 
ODW (01304 210482). 

The WOs' and Sgts' Mess, 14 Regiment 
RA, seeks medals, memorablllia, photos, 
film and video for a history room devoted 
to "The Boys Regiment", also known as 
the Junior Leaders Regiment RA. 
Enquires and contributlons to Sgt M 0 
Hargreaves, 34 Seringapatam Bty RA, Stlr- 
ling Barracks, Larkhill, wilts SP4,8QT. 

Pie T C Phillips seeks news of Cpi Br im 
Parkinson, who served with The Green 
Howards and was based in Chester in 1975- 

Brigadiers R h Colem- .- _ _  
mand and Conlrol DCIS(A). June 15, J G &err 
-To Service Attach6 Beijing, June 15. 

Colonels: R P M Austin - To CO Army 
Legal Aid NW Europe, June 15; A V Malkin - 
To Chief of Concepts Branch. HQ AFCENT, 
June 22; A F Davidson -To Service Attach& 
Prague, June 29; R N Wertheim -To Colonel 
Trg, HO RAC, June 29. 

Lieutenant Colonels: A Bridges RLC -To 
HQ I(UK) Annd Div, July 27; R W Parkinson 
AGC -To DS Sec, June 3; C J Whittaker, R 
Signals - To BLO DlSA USA, Aug 3; P G M 
Callan RLC - To FMOD Bonn, May 25; J S 
Campbell RLC - To HQ Land, June 1; N R 
Davies. Para - To JSCSC, Aug 31; R J C 
Eaton RDG -To DGD&D, Apr 1; R J J Ellis, R 
Signals-ToPMSP, July30; JA Forrest RLC- 
To UNFICYP, Sept 7; K F Gordon AGC - To 
RCDS, Aug 17. 

J S H Johnson, R Signals - To HQ Land, 

..._, -. , L1. ..-. 
16; R S T Laden RLC - TO HQ LISA, May 27; 
C M Lavender RGBW-To HQ SFOR, Aug 1 3  
A D Mason, Para - To HQ AG, May 14; P W 
Middlemiss KOSB -To GE Gen Staff, May 29; 
M C Parish, Kings - To DASD, Sept 21; A J 
Peters REME - To DGES(A), Sept 7; J A 
Pooie-Warren RGJ -To DA Oslo, Aug 8; N J 
Yeoeli, R Signals - To DMO, July 27. 

R D Boden AGC - To ACDS (Overseas), 
NOV 2; A P W Campbell, A and SH - To MS4 
APC, Aug 25; I M Dowdeswell RA - To DPoi 
(ICS), July 20. 

Retirements 
Brlgadiers: N A Mackereth, late AGC 

(SPS), June 30; R W Trigger, late Para, June 
30. 

Colonels: T R Bradwell. late RE, June 24; 
R A  Bencini.Jate RAMC, July 5; N B Muir, late 
Int Corps, June 29; R R P Prichard, late Para, 
June 30 

76. Replies to W1030370, PteTC Phillips, G3 
Training Clerk, HQ 8 Inf Bde, Londonderry, 
BFPO 807. 

M L Emm would like to hear from anyone who 
served with his father, Waiter Leslie Emm, 
during the Second World War. He landed in 
North Africa and served with 10 Fd Amb 
before being captured in April 1943. His Italian 
POW ship wasabandoned inTunis Bay and he 
was released. Saw action at Monte Cassino 
and was sent to Greece at end of war. Replies 
to 9 Silverthorne Close, The Wiilows, Coich- 
ester, Essex CO2 8QB (01206 514411 or 
(office) 0171 5606707). 

Author and N producer seeks interviews for 
new book, The Faces of Death. If you have 
combat experience and have thoughts about 
the fears of being under fire or of losing com- 
rades and are willing to share them, obtain 
permission from your CO in accordance with 
QRs. Contact Michael Waterhouse on 01892 
521373 or fax 01892 541399, or e-mail 
Tessawe netcomuk.co.uk 

News sought of Kevin Cooney. last known 
serving with 1 RTR at Tidworth, by old friend 
Andrew Escott, Villa 23, Novotel, 201 Bake 
Road, Shanghai 200231, China. 

Group Travel Bureau Is offering organ- 
isers ot old comrades' associations the 
chance to "try before you buy" on a heavi- 
ly-discounted trip to Caen and the Nor- 
mandy landing sites and battlefields, The 
tour, from September 11-13, costs f59, 
departing from Portsmouth on the new 
high-speed catamaran to Cherbourg. The 
price Includes tarry crossings, accommo- 
dation and excursions. Details from 
Joseph Robinson on 01752 204309. 
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Like 
father, 
like 
son 
We rarely record presenta- 
tions of Long Servlce and 
Good Conduct Medals, but 
there seemed to be a good 
case to make an exception 
when SSgt John Kerr was 
given his. There was a distinct element of 
deia vu about the ceremony as the 
Princess Royal pinned the LS and GC 
Medal on the chest of SSgt Kerr, plctured 
above, during a visit to 3 Close Support 
and 4 General Support Regiments RLC at 
Abingdon. 

Twentyfive years ago she performed 
the same ceremony for John’s father, 
also John, right, a warrant officer then 
with the 14tWOth King’s Hussars. 

And there wasanother“doub1e”forthe 
Princess when she presented LS and GC 
Medals to the RSMs of the two regiments, 
Paul Snape of 3 CS and Christopher Join- 
son of 4 OS. Because of operatlonal com- 
mitments, It was the first time for two 
years their two units have been together. 

Korean tribute boosts 
’forgotten war‘ veterans 
SOUTH Korea’s gratitude to British Ser- 
vicemen who took part in the Korean War 
48 years ago is expressed in an open letter 
to all branches of the British Korean Vet- 
erans Association. 

Written by Cbun Yong Taek, Minister 
of National Defence, Republic of Korea, 
on the 50th anniversary ofthe founding of 
the Republic of Korea Armed Forces, it 
says: “The people and the Armed Forces 
of Korea will forever cherish the sacrifices 
made by the participants from our allied 
countries for travelling great distance to 
risk their lives.” 

A copy of Chun Yong Taek’s letter was 
sent to Soldier by Doreen Stevens, secre- 
tary of the BKVA’s Ely and District 
branch, which meets at the Castle Lodge 
Hotel in Ely on the third Saturday of each 
month. It is one of more than 100 branch- 
es of the association throughout the UK. 

0 A reception for The London Regi- 
ment was hosted by the Lord Mayor of 
London last month to mark the unveil- 
ing of an heraldic plaque to commem- 
orate the granting of the status of I Privileged Regiment to the Londons. 
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0 Sennybridge field tminlng centre 
has been recognised for its contrlbu- 
tion to conservation by winning the 
MOD’S Sanctuary Award for 1997. It I recoanises the senino UD of a con- 

centre on tKe irainlng area 
w:th access to the publlc. 

Have you a story to tell? 
COMBAT Stress remind us that entries 
for their 1998 short story competition 
close on November 11. Appropriately for 
Armistice Day, themes for the competi- 
tion are Remembrance, Combat Stress 
and My War. 

Manuscripts of no more than 1,000 
words should be accompanied by a dona- 
tion of at least L5 plus Ll  to cover admin 
and should be sent to the Secretary, Ex- 
Services Mental Welfare Society, Broad- 
way House, The Broadway, W<mbledon, 
London SW19 1RL. 

Last year’s event, also sponsored by the 
Royal Armouries Museum in Leeds, 
attracted more than 700 entries, many of 
which have been published in Peace & 
War 1997, a hardback anthology. 

Horse Guards I 
TROOPING the Colour is the most 
famous military parade in Britain, 
attracting thousands of spectators from 
home and abroad every year both to the 
event itself and to the dress rehearsals. 

Part of the attraction is the sense of 
tradition and continuity, and the music 
played on the occasion reflects that 
awareness of history: massed bands of 
the Household Division have trooped 
past in slow time to La Huguenotr 
almost every year since 1869. I say 
“almost” because in 1936 Aida was 
used at the request of Edward VIII. 

This year there was another innova- 
tion with the first appearance of the 
King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, 
riding past to the Royal Artillery’s Slow 
March. The complete parade is avail- 
able on a CD entitled Trooping the 
Colour (Droit Music TRCD 981). 

Taking advantage of the stands and 
seating erected for the Trooping, the 
massed bands of the Household Divi- 
sion carried out a Beating Retreat on 
Horse Guards Parade in early June. 
They were followed a week later by the 
massed bands of the Royal Artillery, 
featuring both Regular and Temtorial 
musicians. The Household Division 
made a studio recording of their pro- 
gramme - Beating Retreat (Droit 
Music TRCD 982) -but  the gunners 
unfortunately.did not. 

MORE BEATLES 
A more recent addition to the cultur- 

al tradition of Britain was made bv the 
Beatles in the Sixties. Many of ;heir 
compositions have become part of the 
standard military band repertoire, a 
development initiated by the Irish 
Guards and their legendary Director of 
Music, Maj Jiggs Jaeger. 

Their album Marching With The Ben- 
des broke new ground and, with the 
Beatles’ popularity now at its highest 
point since the Sixties, it is appropriate 
that the present band should have re- 
recorded the programme with a few 
additions. It is issued under the same 
title, Marching With The Beatles 
(Bandleader BNA 5144). 

In contrast, Marching For Scot- 
land (Bandleader BNA 5145) is a pro- 
gramme of music mainly from the 
Highland Band of the Scottish Division 
and the Pipes and Drums of the 1st 
Battalion, The Highlanders. Included 
are Robert Farnon’s concert piece 
From The Hlghlnnds, and a new work, 
The Sands ofKuwait, composed by Cpl 
Gordon Mackenzie of the Queen’s Own 
Highlanders in memory of soldiers of his 
regiment who died in the Gulf War. 
H you have any problems obtaining record- 

ings mentioned hen, or any queries about 
military music, please write to me do Soldier. 
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TIM Wakefield, late of the Welsh Guards and 
son of the last Briilsn commandinp officer of 
the Pmna How. tells bs that Col Guptal Bal. 
CO of India's most famws cavalry regiment, 
was guest of honour at the Cavalry Club, 
London, for the 50th and final Poone Home 
Regimental Assoclatton luncheon. Col Bal 
told the former British officers: "We will never 
forget your part in the regiment." He said their 
traditions were mainiainad by the Poona 
Horse and had resulted in the regiment being 
awarded, by the Indian Army Board, the 
unique tile Bravest of the Brave. Its 16 baule 
honours indude the Somme and lt has four 
VCs and two Param Vir Chakra, the Indian VC. 

Few units in the British Amy haw mon, 
than one soldier eligible to waar the Army 1W 
w e  for shwting. Support BamLllon HO 
ARRC has five who boasf the distincfive flash 
which indicates they have qualifkd for the 
Omen's Medslcompefition. Theyam Maj 
N m a n  Minty RGBW, LCpl Simon Amstn 
SG and WO2 Gaz Ashcroff, SSa Dabs Sir; 
clair and LCpiStu Swihwoftb of the RLC. 

Just what the doctors ordered! In the fie1 
of excruciating puns, the breezy masthead 
the quarterly magazine of the Defence Sec 
ondary Care Agency takes some beating. I 
supremely confidmt title Is SutureSen. 

Nine memban of 59 Movement Control 
Squadron RLC based at South Cerney pn- 
earned e cheque fur egM) wMch will pay 
for the lectern In the proposed Falkland 
Ielands Memorial Chapel at Pangbwrna 
College, near Radlng Mmbam ol the 
unit, which reformed during the confllct 
1081, n n  e mamtnon to ralea the money 

A cherished silver cup for marksmanship 
has been returned to its regimental home in 
York after almost half a century. Former 
Squadron Quartermaster Sgt George Cowlay 
(92), pictured. last winner of the trophy, joined 

troops from the Queen's 
Own Yeomanry's Y 
Squadron at their open 
day to hand back the Cpl , 
Rlgby Cup. He won H in 
1949 and 1950 for 
shooting mer di&nc- 
ofIM),ZWand300 
yards. His regiment, t 
Queen's Own Yorkshire I 
Dragoons, fought at I 
Alamein and in the 
Syrian campaign 

J 

'tolchester units turn 
out on day of parades 
COLCHESTER wore its military heart on its sleeve last month when three of 
the garrison's resident units celebrated important milestones with parades. 

The Military Corrective Training 
Centre and 156 Provost Company RMP 
marched through the town to exercise the 
Freedoms granted in April, while the 
Queen's Own Gurkha Transport Regi- 
ment celebrated its 40th anniversary with 
a birthday parade at Roman Barracks. 

Gen Sir Christopher Wallace, Deputy 
Colonel Commandant of the Adjutant 
General's Corps, took the salute of the 
Freedom parade outside the Town Hall. 

Meanwhile, guests at Roman Barracks, 
who included many former members of 
the QOGTR, were treated to a 90-minute 
ceremony involving the Band of the 
Brigade of Gurkhas and the 170 Gurkhas 
currently stationed at Colchester. 

Sixteen new recruits were sworn in, 
declaring their allegiance to the Queen in 
the Kasam Khane ceremony. 

The regiment's H Q  moved to Colch- 
ester from Hong Kong in 1994. It shares 
Roman Barracks with 10 Transport Regi- 
ment RLC. 

Uoo. Tickets and enquiries 

icle Trust's fifth classic mil- 

o Band, 5 RGJ (V), in 
I, at Garrison Theatre, 

Getting to know you: Gnr Matthew Mldwln- 
ter meets Brimstone, a Bateleur eagle, at 
Dartmoor Wildllfe Park before headlng off 
to Zimbabwe with five other soldlars from 
Plymouth-based 29 Commando Regiment 
RA. They will take part In a six-week eco- 
logical study lnvolvlng the tracking, captur- 
ing and electronlc tagglng of leopards. 

Sponsored by the Royal Geographlc 
Socleiy, the long-term prolect will address 
concerns over the perceived decline in 
leopard numbers. The military contribution 
is being lad by Lt Graham Mathleson. They 
will work lnthe one-mllllon acreSavaValley 

Park owner Ellis Daw, I 1 iiary vehicle show, Xlbury Fort, Essex. 
NnVFMRFR 

conservancy. 

cougars - but no leopards - passed on tlps 
about big cats to the commando gunners. 

Nature note: the magnificent Bateleur 
eagle, which boasts a 5ft wingspan, is a 
native of Zimbabwe. 

. .- . . Dartmoor Wlldllfe 
who has several jaguars, lions, tigers and 
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Tribute across the 
generations: 
Among those 
paying homage at 
the Whitehall 
Cenotaph to the 
heroism and sacrl- 
fice of those who 
dled on the 
Somme in 1916 

.1* 

were, from left, Sgt 
Eric Skentleberry, 
of the Royal Hoe 
pital, Chelsea; 
Countess Mount- 
betten of Burma, 
patron of Frlends 
of War Memorlals; 
Jamle Stevenson: 
and Somme sur- 
vlvor Pte Robert I Burns, 102 

Children pay homage 
to victims of Somme 
SCORES of schoolchildren took part in a 
ceremony at the Whitehall Cenotaph on 
July 1 to commemorate the start of the 
BardeoftheSommein 1916inwhichtens 
of thousands of Commonwealth and 
Allied troops were slaughtered. 

The children were led from Horse 
Guards Parade hy Countess Mounthatten 
of Burma and Mr Winston Churchill, 
grandson of the former Prime Minister. 

German and Jewish children were 
among the youngsters, who laid sprigs of 
living laurels, and Jamie Stevenson, a Scot 
whose great-grandfather died at the 

Somme and who was given the privilege of 
laying a wreath, was able to meet a man 
who actually took part as a private - 102- 
year-old Rohert Burns. 

The event, which is planned to become 
annual, was organised by the charity 
Friends of War Memorials, founded by 
Ian Davidson to protect rolls of honour 
from neglect and vandalism. 

0 Canadian soldiers from the First 
World War who are buried in the Shorn- 
cliffe Military Cemetery at Folkestone 
were remembered hy 300 Kent children in 
a ceremony on July 1 to mark Canada Day. 

>E 

From Sold ,_., . ..gust 1L ._ 
DEATH VALLEY 
Before pulllng out of Paleatlne, the 
Brltlsh Army turned the Wad1 Falah, a 
deep gorge In the hllls near Ham, Into a 
valley of death. Faced wlth the problem of 
large numbers of unserviceable fighting 
vehlcles whlch would have cost too 
much to shlp home, and which for polni- 
CBI reasons could not be sold to Jews or 
Arabs, the Army declded to push the lot 
Into the wadl. Gellgnlte and flame-throw- 
er llquld flnlshed the iob. 

I BYEARSAGO 
From Soidier, August 1973 

NEW AND DEADLY 
The lance Is one of the oldest weapons In 
name but the newest "version" provides 
the very latest in altlllery weapon sys- 
tems. The Lance gulded mlsslle has been 
ordered from Amerlca for the British 
Army to replace Its present Honest John 
missile system. 

Each of the boys and girls laid a posy on 
a soldier's grave, watched by Folkestone's 
mayor, Cllr Peter Gane, the commander 
of the Dover-ShorncliiTe Garrison, Brig 
David Godsal, and representatives of the 
Canadian High Commission and old 
comrades' associations. 

Moscow concert 
helps orphans 
ABOUT f60,000 was raised for Russian mili- 
tary orphans at a sell-out charity concert 
organised by Moscow diplomats led by the 
British Military Attache. 

Among the guests of honour in the Moscow 
Tchaikovsky Concert Hall were the Russian 
Defence Minister, Marshal Sergeyev, the 
Commander of Strategic Rocket Forces, Col 
Gen Yakoviev, and his US counterparl. Gen 
Eugene Habiger. 

The money raised is being distributed by 
the attaches and the Russian Association of 
Servicemen's Wives direct to the mothers and 
guardians of 50 orphans. 

Col Robin Greenham. British Military 
Attache and chairman of the organising com- 
mittee, told Soldier the Corps of Military 
Attaches was proud to be associated with 
such a worthy cause and it was planned to 
repeat the event. 

I 
B +  

RJURTEEN sappers of 20 Fleld Squadron 
W explored their und roots when they wited 
Fremantle Prison dunng an adventurous 

ning trip to Australia. Their una formed at 
o l w h  nearly 150 years ago 88 20 Com- 
d the Royal Sappers and Miners. It 

ved to Fremantb in 1850 to construct prie 
i, dredge the Swan Rover and survey the 
m. The Oz links live on in the una badge 

. . . it depicts a kangaroo with ball and chain. 

,former Regular soldier and regmental 
er Nomrm Wisdom welcomed 30 Amy % h horn &now to hls home in the Isle of 

,'usn dunng their cycia ride tor charily. m e  84- 
@ar-o ldmedm crackedjokes and 
@h&M the cadets. who are amiiafed 10 
77p ffing's Own Royal Border Regiment, mth 

'?ip funny walks. 

Col George Wallls. pictured. is held in 
m h  high esteem in Chesierfiild, -shire 

t the local Territorial Army barracks have 
3n named in his honour by 575 Field 

qyadron. part d 73 Engineer Regiment. Col 
.Wailis, 82. saw 
bCiionduringthe 
C+md World 
Wsr, commanded 
both the 
'Gadron and the 

.wy - 

's Yxkshlre $y rict,  Honorary 
ond to the 

Engr R6qt and in 
1979 became 
Darbyshnre's Deputy Lord Ueutmnt. Col 
Welids service sworn, given to him by his 

ryyy-formed 73 

dier-father, will be passed to all future OCs 
575 Fd Sqn. 

The nsrne of an NCO who dled In the 
Flrst World War Is to be added to lhe VIE. 
' M e  war memorlal In Lnngham, Rutland, 
sp;yean aner n was omitted in error. g 
m t  Knott, who dled at Bazentln-le-Wt 
mod on July 14,1916 when a shell burst 

, ppcwcld In lhe roll othonw 

:h the 9th LBicestershlre Rsglment. 

Ten disabled children from near Chenobyl, 
Belarus, site of the nudear power plant dsas- 

1 .  of IW, were shown 200 horres ofthe 

,de Park Barracks during a month-long hoii- 
day in England organised by a church group. 

Sgt Watchmfm I& whose deam was 
artad in the Juiy e d i h  of Soldier, was 
f to rest alongside tha remains of his pre- 

,@cessors in Khg Edward's Square opposite 
.@gtons TOW Haii. m e  much-loved- and 
much-photcgraphed - Staffordshire bull tar& 
weirnaswt of The Staffordshire Regiment was 
.@n on his way by members of the ragimwt 

rd Banslion and civic heads 

leve t waa lelt a off the memorkl. He s e d  

usehold Csvslry MOUnted Regiment at 

hire District Council. 

I 
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What do you think of the 
Strategic Defence Review? 

and a second round of negotlatlons 
drlven by the Treasury. I partlcularly like 
the Idea of two flxed-wing alrcrafl carrlers 
whlch will have an effect on the Army In 
Jolnt operations. 

sgt L0tll.e wmuey, 
Rtc L My initial reaction was 
"Oh no, something 
else is going to be cut," 
but actually I thought it 
was OK. We will be 
getting more manning 
for the RLC 
squadrons, and having 
24 months between tours is good. Money is 
being put into resources we need. 

The Strategic Defence Review has been 
a year in the making and at last the 
Army has found out what the future 
holds. We asked soldiers at HQ Land 
Command for their immediate views 
after it was announced. 

WO2 Tad Morrl~ey, AGC 
I'm -'----A ~L wt the Increase in man- 

power, but by the 
same token, consld- 
erlng we are under- 
manned at the 
moment - and that's 
attar a good recrult- 
lng year - I would be 
interested to know 
where they are going 1 to get them from. I'm 

also pleased they are going to look at pay 
structures and job evaluations; that 
might encourage more people to Join up. 

followed through and there la not too 
much delay. 

MqiJamie-n. 
Coldm G& 
"I really hope this will 
give us a period of sta- I bililv. so we all know .. 
where we stand over 
the next decade. It is 
really imponant to end 

1 ten years of uncertain- 
ty. Time will tell. 

Sgt Daniel Wallaee, 
Ru: 
I like the Idea of SIX 
brigades, all with their 
own loglatlc and s u p  
port element. It Is tldy- 
ing up the Army and 
maklng sure It's not 
pick-and-mix and rob. 
blng Peter to pay Paul 
all the time. I thlnk It's 8 1 bbJ AmMr Bale, 

cheAlrc 
SDR leaves us better 
placed to carry out 
our commitments, 
and Introduces more I stability Into our train- 
Ing and readiness 
cvcle. The slxth 

I good concept. 

MJ N U  Gmowood, RA 
I think we will come out of it a stronger Army. - _  

d,,,,,.,., digade gives us two dlvi- 
sions wlth three deployable brlgades 
each, and that is good news. My big con- 
cern is on the TA side. Because our Army 
Is so small, our links wlth the community 
over the decades have lessened, and the 
vast majority of people out there don't 
know what we do. 

The sixth depioyable- 
brigade means that 
units wiii no longer be 
hit by operational duty 
at such short notice 
and turbulence will be 
reduced. The reduction 
in the size of the TA, 
however, is a bitter pill 
to swallow. 

and we are probably now the most powerful 
artillery in the world. 

WO1 Roddy Park, REME 
crpt &Ice 
PCnnCU RLC 
Equipment and man- 
ning don't come from 
thin air, but it IS heart- 
ening to see a balanc- 
ing act between what 
we needed and what 
we are actually get- 
ting. I do feel that 
some of the sacred cow 
logistics. have been too sacred to be slain 
But it is long overdue and vety weicome. 

The constant tlnker- 
Ing and reorganlsa- 
tlon In the past has 
really upset me. The 
REME has been very 
severely stretched 
on the manpower 
front, but I.m more 
confident that things 
mlght Improve now. I 
understand REME 

should get another 800 individuals. I just 
hope now that these plans are properly 

I 
L 

I 4 

I was hoping to see a 
balanced, fully 
manned, equipped 
and trained regular 
trl-Service capability 
emerge from SDR. 
On the surface it 
looks very good, but I 
suspect this Is the start of more change 

I I  's, such as tri-Service 

Interviews: Karen Moseley Pictures: Mike Weston 
r . 
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The Toughest Shelters For The World’s Toughest Jobs 
Pioneering Aireshelta inflatable buildings have proved themselves in action again and again 
with all Britain’s armed forces and civilian emergency services. 
The photographs on this page tell their own story with the Airesheltas now deployed all over the world with units as 
diverse as the Royal Military Police, the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, the Army Air Corps and both the 
Royal Air Force and Royal Navy aircraft crash investigation and salvage teams. 

The company has now unveiled its revolutionary inflatable Aireshower decontamination unit designed with the 
Ambulance Service Association working group on major chemical incidents. 

Rescuers lest the 

A Aireshelta made the world’s largest 
inflatable garage which helped to 
give the history-making British 
Thrust supersonic car team a vital 
edge when it smashed both the world 
land speed record and sound barrier. 

Airesheltas come in m y  size and 
colour, including camouflsge, 
and are ideal as: 
.instantly-inflated command 
and control centres 

.highly portable temporary 
workshops that can withstand 
the world’s harshest weather 

.casualty-clearing stagons and 
temporary field hospitals 

.briefing cases, field classrooms and 
eye-catching exhibition displays at 
public shows 

.they take a couple of soldiers just 
minutes to inflate and deflate 

.we also provide super-bright 
low-energy lights, Honda 
generators and instant Hotcan food 

Wah the Army Air Corps in Noway 

Airesheltas turn the great outdoors ... inaoors 
Aireshelta Ltd, Jubilee Works, 10 Dale Street, Longwood, 

Huddersfield, West Yorkshire. HD3 4TG. 
Telephone: (014841 646559. Fax: 101484) 644450. 

E-mail: Richard@airshel.demon.co.uk 
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Mercedes from €14,466' tax free 

Need we say more? 
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Mercedes-Benz 
Diplomatic 81 Tourist Sales 

Mercedes-Benz (UK) Ltd, 78 Piccadilly, London W l V  OAQ 
Tel: 0171 491 5500 Fax: 0171 409 1708 

www.mercedes-beraz.co.uk/export 
Emaik sales@export.mercedes-benz.co.uk 
Cars available lefyright hand drive with UK specification. 

+Prices correct at 26/5/98 for C180 Classic. 


