


Germany

IS
Wunderbar

Discover just how “Wunderbar” Germany is. Do it this year.
The year of anniversaries, German Railroad 150th, Bro-
thers Grimm 200th, and Augsburg 2000th. The German
National Tourist Board will help you discover Germany. Free
brochures, maps, travel tips and suggestions are yours for
the asking. Additionally they will give you your personal rally
pass to record your travels and qualify you for a special
award.
Send for your free information package:
write to Deutsche Zentrale fur Tourismus, Dept. G.I.W,,
Beethovenstrasse 69, D-6000 Frankfurt/Main 1
2o e T A i HC/UK/SM 28.5.85 )8-7
’ Information coupon V4
i Cu1 out and send this coupon for a free "Germany is Wunderbar” information ,

, which includes: /

/1.AGermany s 2 Information ~ 3.Traveland 4. The new rally ,:'

’;" Wunderbar poster brochure tour tips pass

']

’
/ Name Address: /
; ]

,"and send to: DZT Dept. G.1.W., Beethovenstr. 639, D-6000 Frankfurt/Main 1 ¢

’
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YOUR NEW
FORD



Have you got your eye on some new hi-fi equipment? A microwave
oven for your wife? Some super jewellery for your girl-friend?

s YOU can choose £200 worth of whatever you like
N (even your monthly shopping) at your Naafi shop

— by ordering a new low-price, tax-free Ford.
How about a nippy Ford Fiesta? A
smart Escort or classic Orion? A sump-
tuous Sierra or sleek Capn9
- Order, pay
for and take

Ford of your choice, supplied from
stock at any time from May 1 until
June 30, 1985 and we will give you
a£200 voucher that wi l be accepted

full UK type approval and extra
g cquipment to meet BFG legal
¥ requirements. And, of course,

every car is Ford englneered -

comfort and performance.

With an offer like this you won'’t
want to delay. Just imagine how
much our £200 voucher will let you
put in the boot.

Full details are available from ; =
your Naafi Manager or contact Naafi Export Car Sales ;
College House, Upper College Street,
Nottingham. Tel. Nottingham
(0602) 411991.

“Excludes Sierra 2.0iS,
a XR4 x4 and Granada models.




PLAY-BY-MAIL
FANTASY GAMES

TRIBES OF CRANE
a fantasy game

bound only by the
imagination of its players
or STARMASTER
the ultimate Science

Fiction Fantasy Game.

You play a tribe on the world of Crane .
a beautiful, infriguing planet of ferfile plains and
myriad seas. Diplomatic and tactical skills count
for more than mere size and strength, as you
experience the thrill of danger and the excifement of
discovery, in THE TRIBES OF CRANE. Or, in
STARMASTER, play a people in a galaxy of
unknown planefs and star systems, set in the far
future. Design your own species, chose your planet
type, ideology, and political system, and then roam the
galaxy as you vie for supremocy
These are play-by-mail games: hundreds of players in the same game
send in furns to Mitregames, while negotiating with each omer as they
wish. Payment is according to furns played. The
complete start-up package for either THE TRIBES OF
CRANE or STARMASTER is available in your
local games shop, price £9.95, which
includes the first two fumns of play. In case of
difficulty, games may be ordered post free
from Mifregames, at the address below,
enclosing cheque/postal order for the
games|you require

Trade enquiries fo:

Games Workshop,

27/29 Sunbeam Road,
London, NW10 6JP

U.S. enquiries fo:

Games Workshop,
9110F, Red Branch Road,

77 Burntwood Grange
Columbia, MD 21045, USA  Wandsworth Common, London SW18

SSAFA says “thanks”
and offers help.

“Thanks” for supporting SSAFA fund-raising events.
The money helps maintain 1,100 Branches throughout the
UK, staffed by volunteers who offer friendship, advice and
practical help to Service and ex-Service families in need.

Please remember that SSAFA is close to your family
back home. Whatever the problem, if you are worried
and would like SSAFA to call round, tell us. We won't tell
anyone else.

_ Ifyouor your folks know of an ex-Service family who
could do with a visit from their SSAFA friend, again please
tell us. Help us to reach those who are either too proud
to ask for “charity” or simply don’t know that SSAFA exists
to help them.

We help meet the need, whatever itis.
Thanks to YOU. :

THE SOLDIERS, SAILORS’ AND AIRMEN'S FAMILIES ASSOCIATION
27 Queen Anne's Gate, London SW1H 9BZ. Tel: 01-222 9221.

ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH
YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST

The original petrol
windproof lighters.

Guaranteed for life or
repaired free of charge.

Delivered duty paid UK
or duty free overseas.

Minimum engraved"

order
50

For full details complete the coupon below and send to:

W A INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD., 36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W.1.

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters
engraved with my Regimental Crest.




CO-OPERATION: THE THEME FOR WAR
REPORTING

IN A White Paper* the Government seems to be placing the
emphasis on co-operation between the Ministry of Defence and
the media in the reporting of any future conflict.

The paper sets out the Government’s response to the report of
the Study Group on Censorship which was presented to
Parliament by the Secretary of State for Defence in December
1983 — and expresses its gratitude to General Sir Hugh Beach
and members of the Study Group for their ‘thorough and lucid

examination of this complex, indeed emotive, subject’.

The Paper says the Government
accepts that few (if indeed any)
journalists ‘would willingly publish
information which would place
lives and the interests of their
country at stake in a time of crisis.
Plainly, however, journalists can-
not always identify precisely the
information which could be of use
to an enemy.,

“The Government therefore has
a duty to provide authoritative
advice in the expectation that most

NEW RAIL

CARD RATES

The new British Rail fares tariff
means new Rail Card discounts for
Servicemen and their families.

12 May saw British Rail
introduce a discount of a third.on
standard single and return fares
for travelling Servicemen, instead
of the previous 50 per cent.

So Servicemen and their families
will have to pay more for rail travel.
But with the bad news comes good
news that discounts on BR Saver
fares are improved.

12 May was the cut-off date for
the old Rail Cards and they became

* invalid after that date — so don’t

try to use them.

Leaflets and full details of the
new rates are available at BR
stations. For those serving overseas
leaflets and Rail Cards can be
obtained from COD Donnington,

Colonel is
space
‘back-up’

Britain’s first man in space
— destined to lift off in June
next year in an American
space shuttle — has been
named as Squadron Leader
Nigel Wood, RAF.

His back-up will be Lieu-
tenant Colonel Richard Farri-
mond, Royal Signals.

Secretary of State for
Defence Mr Michael Hesel-
tine said the final choice had
been a most difficult decision
— “all were quite outstanding
candidates.”

journalists would welcome it.

“There is a difficult balance to
be struck between Government’s
ultimate right and responsibility
to act in the interests of national
security and the desirability of
maintaining the best possible flow
of accurate information to the
public.

‘The Government agrees that

and that voluntary co-operation
should be the guiding principle.’

The Government accepts a
recommendation that a System of
intensive (and where necessary
confidential) briefings of both
editors and correspondents will
help to built a relationship of trust
and encourage journalists to protect
militarily damaging information —
and such briefings will form part
of contingency plans.

The Study Group recom-
mended training a nucleus of 30
censors for future contingencies
but the Government, accepting

that - submission to censorship
should be voluntary, does not

compulsion of the media would be
neither practicable nor desirable

Latest addition to the National Army Museum'’s collection is a
Centurion tank. It was delivered from the Ordnance Vehicle
Depot, Ludgershall, arriving late at night because of police
restrictions.

While traffic was unimpeded by the delivery of the 50-ton
Mark 6 monster, the atmosphere was shaken and locals probably
stirred to ask: ‘What’s that?’ when the 12 cylinder 650 hp Meteor
engine was started to manoeuvre the 35-year-old tank into place
outside the museum. With a Saladin armoured carand two 5.5in
guns already in position, the ‘Cent’ will form an eye-catching
display and, hopefully, entice more visitors to the NAM's Chelsea

believe an effective dormant
censorship organisation is a prac-
tical proposition. Instead it pro-
poses to rely on an advisory service
to journalists for limited conflicts
and an embryo organisation is to
be set up to make plans and identify
suitable staff.

Many mutual problems for both
the Government and the mediain
the event of a major conventional
war are, of course, a matter for
NATO.

*The Protection of Military
Information (HMS50, Cmnd
9499. £1.85).
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‘Military Export Sales
“11 YEARS EXPERIENCE"

“JOIN THE PROFESSIONALS NOW"
SPECIALISTS IN TAX-FREE EXPORT CAR SALES

f Eihq'

l’ \
-\ff:" LAl ,',_, \
I - e
EI. - L F
PHONE 0353 61181 OR POST THE COUPON BELOW!!
POST TO: TRIGON FORD MILITARY EXPORT SALES. PLEASE RUSH ME INFORMATION ON:
TRIGON MOTOR CO. LTD. STATION ROAD. ELY. W.GERMANY 0O
CB7 4BT. FIESTA O W. BERLIN O
RANK NAME (E)%fllgST g HOLLAND O
BELGIUM o
ADDRESS SIERRA - D g %
CAPRI O ITALY . O
GRANADA O PORTUGAL O
TEL. NO. EXT. NOMARY 5
AGE (IF UNDER 21) OTHER [J
STATE




years, they have little

\

chance to get invoived in

Sir Frank did the

Lady Kitson leads art for the /

* honours in opening the

You never know what
youcandotillyoutry ... artgroups.“Ouraimisio  show. An artist herself,
This simple truism isthe  encourage in Servicemen  Lady Kitson generated
message behind Lady and their families an an interest in all things
- Kitson's drive to “interest in the arts and to  artistic at the Army Staff
revitalise an interest in give them an opportunity  College when Sir Frank
art among soldiers and o show just what they - was serving there in
~ their families. As can do,” she said. Lady 1978. Now she is out to
chairman of the Army Kitson, wife of General boost people’s interest
Aris and Crafts Society, Sir Frank Kitson, C-in-C on a much wider scale
she says that because UKLF, was speaking at and has arranged a
soldiers and families get  the Wilton arts and crafts  display of Army artists’
~ posted every couple of -exhibition at HQ UKLF. work during the Royal

Tournament in July.

Oman museum man at NAM!

Getting to know the business of running
a military museum, Colonel Rashid Bin
Masoud Bin Rashid al Zaidi, director of
the Armed Forces Museum in Oman,
has started a two-month course at the
National Army Museum

Guided by Dr Alan Guy, a research
scientist at the NAM, the Colonel says

his new command “will be very popular
and attract a lot of visitors, because
there has never been anything like this
in Oman before.’

Now inthe final stages of completion
the museum will cover the military
history of Oman from AD 200 to today's

acquisition of Jaguars

Why marchers plan to go by air!

Turn in a good performance at Nato
Joint HQ in Monchengladbach and
you might be selected to take part
in a 1,000 kilometre march. But
competition to get into the multi-
national marching team, whose aim
is to cover the gruelling course by
July, is tough. All volunteers, their
latest three-day, 90-kilometre effort,
took them from Calw to
Freudenstadt. The next stage will

8

cover a series of marches in
Luxembourg, Denmark, Belgium,
the Netherlands and the UK. But it's
not only marching that interests
them. They're taking parachute
training as well so they can reach
future march start points by aircraft
and 'chute. Said team leader Major
Freidrich Jeshonneck: “That will be
a bonus and make the programme
more interesting.”

As his father, Sergeant Steve John-
son, prepares to leave the Army after
36 years, young Trevor Johnson
makes ready to follow in his steps.
To help him on his way, Major
General Callan, Representative
Colonel Commandant RAOC, offers
Trevor his congratulations after the
passing-out parade at the RAQC
Apprentice College, Deepcut
Thirty-six years ago Steve Johnson

(centre), passed-out from the Army
Apprentice School, Arborfield, and
went on to serve in Tripoli, Libya,
Japan, Egypt, Christmas Island —
where he witnessed three H-bomb
and two atom bomb tests — Aden
and BAOR

He also had the good fortune to
spend time in HMS Eagle visiting
Singapore, Australia, New Zealand,
Hong Kong and South Africa,

Now after 36 years of seeing the
world® Steve is about to leave and
young Trevor is ready to launch
himself into his Army career.

Museum buttonholes RCT loco badge

Latest acquisition by the Museum of
Army Transport is the name plate of
the BR loco ‘Royal Corps of Transport’,
eventhough the engine is stillin service
on East Midland tracks. Presumably
the loco is running around nameless.

But that doesn't” bother the North
Humberside museum, for they have
the plate, complete with full-coloured
badge, firmly fixed to the wall of their
new bar lending the place an air of

added authenticity

s

[ Young winners gallop offt——

Two young lads who
know where they're
going are Geoffrey
Chesterton (left) and
Malcolm Martin. When
between them they won
the Junior Army
orienteering
championship they were
both in the Junior
Leaders' Regiment at

Bovington. Malcolm was
a sergeant and the
winner of the title,
covering the 6.2
kilometre course in 43
minutes, while Geoffrey
was a sergeant major
and the runner-up. To
add just that little extra
satisfaction to their
individual successes,

their regimental team
came first of the 12
teams competing. Now
the lads have left the
Junior Leaders joining
the Army — Geofirey
galloping off to the
15th/19th The King's
Royal Hussars and
Malcolm to The Queen's
Royal Irish Hussars.
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Dawn has been ‘promoted’.
Tilllast week she was B
Company's favourite girl,
based at Fulham, now Julie
of Page 3 fame, will spread
herself around the whole
of 4RGJ, said Major David
Travers, second in com-
mand of the TA unit at the
regiment's Mayfair HQ

Not that there is a lot of
shapely Julie to spread
around, but what there is
— 34-22-36 plus long
blonde hair, blue-grey eyes
and pearly teeth — is sheer
delight

“Julie has been a
tremendous help to the
unit,” said Major Travers,
a former regular officer and
now a lawyer

‘She has been with us
for about four years and
we've achieved some
excellent publicity with her
help. Now she's officially
Miss 4RGJ we're looking
for more.

Said Julie, a professional
model: “It's really great fun
| thoroughly enjoy the role
of the regimental pin-up
They are a tremendous
bunch and extremely nice
I'm jumping for joy at this *
promotion. *»

Looking on while Julie %
posed with the TA lads was %*
boyfriend Tony Cleare
“We're getting engaged 3
next month, but I'm quite »
happy that Julie should do %*
her thing. No problems,” :
L2 8 8 88888 88 8 23 23

Flaming hot!

L8 8 2 8 0 e 0 a0 S B O b o & & 1
e T : ana :
Julie as she

Good news for the men of
4RGJ is that pin-up girl Julie

*,

M TIITETETEeT ST SRR e

FACES and PLACES » » x x FAGES and PLACES » » x » FACES and PLACES

Top ACC chefs batter rivals in

Stuffed venison with port wine,
pork cutlets cooked in cheese,
cider and cream were just two of
the mouth-watering dishes pre-
pared and cooked by ACC
instructors competing in the
Torquay International Gastro-
nomic Festival.

Their first attempt in the
competition, which attracts a
world-wide entry, six of them, led
by chief instructor Kevin Byrne,
entered ten classes and cake-
walked away with five gold

JULIE DAWN AND 4R

PEOPLE

gold rush

medals, one silvér and three
bronze.

And all the dishes had to be
ready within an hour, ready for
top experts to examine and taste.

“Who are these people?” wailed
less successful contestants in the
South West Gas sponsored festi-
val, as the ACC men battered
rivals in their quest for goid.

Butitis by entering such events
— and winning — and earning
professional salutes from people
like Egon Ronay, who rates the
ACC among the best, that the
Corps’ expertise is fast becoming
internationally recognised and
envied.

The winners were. cider class, Mr Jeftrey
Purves (gold), Sgt Graham Pricketl (bronze);
shellfish, Mr Kevin Viner (gold), Sgt Gerald Young
(bronze). chicken. Mr. Kevin Viner (gold), Sgt
John Knight (silver), meal. Mr Martyn Flowers
(gold). Sgl Graham Prickelt (bronze); fish, Mr
Jetfrey Purves (gold), Sgl Gerald Young (bronze)

FAGES

and
PLAGES

|

E—— -

The Army firemen al
Hildesheim were hot off the
mark as they raced to
extinguish a blaze on 1
Regiment Army Air Corps
helicopter pad. But there was
no danger. The fire had been
started for them to show their
skills to Brigadier Mike Wilkes
Commander 22 Armoured
Brigade, when he formally
opened the brand-new fire
station. This is the first new
Army fire station to be opened
in 15 years. Headed by Station
Officer Richard Banks, the
eight locally recruited firemen
were trained at the Army fire
service lraining centre, at
Rheindahlen

New man to steer the UJ

Looking forward to steering
the Union Jack Club into an
era of increased popularity
and prosperity is newly-
appointed secretary Lieu-
tenant Colonel Tom Forrest

He took over the appoint-
ment from ex-Grenadier
Lewis Moulton, who retired
last month after 17 years

Now Tom, 6ft 4in and an
ex-Coldstreamer, is confi-
dent the future beams bright
for the Services' club
opposite London's Waterloo
station

Like Lewis Moulton,
Colonel Forrest believes the

[0 SLCCess

future success of the club
lies in attracting ex-Service-
men and women to use the
place as an hotel — which
is what it really is.

It has hundreds of rooms
at comparatively low rates
and Colonel Forrest is certain
that the vast army of former
Service men and women
would welcome the chance
when visiting London, to stay
in the centre of town at

favourable prices.

With 38 years' of Army
service behind him, and a
mass of experience in
organising large numbers of
people and equipment — he
retired from the Coldstream
Guards as a quartermaster,
his promotion to lieutenant
colonel being only the third
of its kind in the regiment in
40 years — Colonel Forrest
is convinced that the old UJ

Uganda calls

it a day

The good ship §S Uganda has left the
Falklands for the last time carrying
troops to Ascension Island. Badly in
need of a coat of paint, she's now back

with her owners, the P&QO line. In her
two years ferrying troops between the
South Atlantic and Ascension, she has
carried more than 15,000 men. |

will soon flourish and once
again become a familiar
name and
millions.

landmark to

F

LT COL TOM FORREST



Bnghton’s bomb dlsposul men win new trophy

There were no glamourous head-
lines about Herman the German
bomb disposal — just mud, wind,
and rain sleeting in off the Channel
as the sometimes forgotten Terri-
torial Squadrons of 33 Engineer
Regiment (EOD) got stuck into
their annual competition at Lodge
Hill training area.

But while the four squadrons of
Volunteers battled for the latest
Sapper regimental trophy pre-
sented by the City Livery Com-
pany of Curriers they were being
tested by their Regular counter-
parts who neutralised a World War 2
1,000 1b bomb in Sheffield.

Brighton’s 583 (EOD) Squadron
were the winners amassing 997
points out of a possible 1,100 as
civil engineer Lieutenant Peter
Nell solved the major problem of
the week-end. Faced by a 1,000 1b
bomb at the bottom of a steep
embankment he arranged the
construction of shear legs, ropes
and pulleys to hoist the stubborn

concrete filled object to a safe place
and dismantle the field machine
within the three hour limit.

The Brighton Sappers were the
only team to complete the task
successfully although the two
Dartford based 579 and 591
squadrons worked hard and were
only separated in second and third
place by two points.

Lieutenant Colonel Chris Bates,
the Commanding Officer ex-
pressed himself most satisifed with
the hard work and determination
of the Territorial squadrons of
his regiment — “it’s been hard
work,” he said.

As well as manhandling the big
bomb the competitors built a
medium girder bridge, dug deep
holes with light excavators and
carried out demolitions among the
eight task competition circuit.

Pictured are Sapper Peter Power
(left) and Lance Corporal David
Williams of the Dartford squadron,

with their ‘bomb surprise’.

RON CALLS IT A DAY

After 48 years in uniform, Maj Ron Page MBE has retired from
the Army on completion of a nine-year tour with 67 (The Queen’s
Own Warwickshire and Worcestershire Yeomanry) Signal
Squadron (V), as PSAQ. He was formally dined out at the Drill
Hall, Stratford-upon-Avon.

Ron, now 62, enlisted as a Boy Trumpeter in the Royal Artillery
in 1937 and saw active service in the Battle of Britain, North
African, Italian and Greek campaigns. After the war he served
with an East African unitin Kenya and the Suez Canal Zone and
as RSM of the Honourable Artillery Company.

Commissioned in 1963 his final Regular posting was from 1973
as UFO, 29 Commando Regt RA.

SOLIHULL FREEDOM

i

The freedom of the Metropolitan
borough of Solihull was presented
to the 2nd Battalion The Mercian
Volunteers by the Mayor, Coun-
cillor Geoffrey Gibbons and
accepted by their commanding
officer Lieutenant Colonel H G
Willmore on their behalf, to co-

* incide with the tenth anniversary

of the formation of the battalion.

The presentation was made in
Mell Square, Solihull in front of
some 50 VIPs, families, friends

and many spectators. After the
presentation the battalion exercised
its right to march through the town
with bayonets fixed, colours flying
and drums beating led by the
Mercian Volunteers Band.

At the Civic Centre after the
parade a reception was given to
those on parade and their families
where the presentation of the casket
holding the scroll was presented
to the Commanding Officer by the
Mayor.

The Queen at Stormont.

Majesty’s birthday.

The GOC Northern Ireland, Lieutenant General Sif Robert
Richardson made a rare public appearance when he represented

The occasion was the firing of a 21 gun salute in honour of Her

Afterwards the GOC was entertained to lunch by the Speaker
of the Assembly for Northern Ireland.

The salute was fired by the Saluting Troop, 102nd (Ulster and
Scottish) Air Defence Regiment, Royal Artillery (Volunteers) .
based in Newtownards and Coleraine. The Troop was commanded
by Lieutenant John Campbell. :

General Richardson does not often get the opportunity to wear

his dress uniform in public.

TWO FOR
RETIREMENT

It was the final parade for
both Colonel P D Williams and
Drum Major Gwyrd Smitham
when 157 (Wales and Midlands)

Transport Regiment, RCT(V)
were on parade at Maindy Bar-
racks.

Col Williams was retiring as
Honorary Colonel of the Regiment,
and Drum Major Smitham was
leaving to concentrate on his fitted
kitchens manufacturing business.




COMBAT CATERING CROWN FOR KING’S

provided by Aldershot ACF

HE 5th/8th (Volunteer)

Battalion The King’s Regi-

ment have brought honour

to themselves and the
North West by winning the re-
vamped Territorial Army field
cookery competition.

It is now known as Exercise
Combat Caterer — the new title
for an event last held seven years
ago, since when the emphasis has

B3

~ First aid drill — with ‘casualties’

been on proving that military chefs
must be good soldiers as well as
first class cooks.

The 10 teams, all having won
their district competitions, had to
move on site near Aldéfshot, and
set up camouflaged field kit-
chens . . . and all their kit, routines
and layouts were subject to
checking and marking.

So they were under pressure

net Wilson (31 Signa
— only girl in ¢

before they started preparing meals
— and this was the main task,
serving an imaginative meal for 20
men using compo ration packs,
details of which were not known
until arrival on site.

Then the teams were taken away
from their kitchens at various times
for range practice, simulated first
aid and other tests to show their

vehicle maintenance and highway
code.

The Kingsmen took the crown
(The United Kingdom Land
Forces Cookery Competition
Shield), second were Royal Mon-
mouthshire Royal Engineers
(Militia) and third 219 (Wessex)
General Hospital RAMC(V).

Corporal James Maley (154 Trans-
port Regiment) and his field kitchen

physical fitness, map reading,

=
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Jocallthe Mazda 626 GLX luxurious orsumptious
IS not an overstatement. Take the cloth upholstery, for
e INStance. It ensures that the interior is as warm and
inviting as it looks. The drivers seat adjusts in no
less than nine different ways.
There’s a stereo radio/cassette, electric
windows, central locking —everything in fact, tomake -«
your life as comfortable as possible. ¢
When you combine all these features with a
responsive 2.0litre engine, a5-speed gearbox andmdependentsuspenszop you'llsoonsee why
the 626 s streets ahead of the competition. And its available ih three different styles: 4 Door Saloon,
5 Door Hatchback; or 2 Door Coupé. The Mazda 626. One of life's material benefits.

e

or more information on the Mazda range, just post the coupon

% gl g * |MAZDA EXPORT

Address DRIVE A
BETTER BARGAIN

mazZoa \MazdaCars (UK)Limited Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8BS
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Guards Parade as two members of the

Burma Star Association prepared for
their Remembrance parade. Left is former
Leading Aircraftman Ron Manners, 62 with
former Private David Russoff now living in
Israel. Ex-RAMC and 19th Indian Division
he wears his own medals — and those of his
father.

c ONTRASTING headwear at Horse

* * *

OW often has one heard the comment

that the brave new world for which so

many thousands of Servicemen fought
— and died — in two world wars has
not materialised?

For those who fall upon hard times in this
country help is usually available through the
Royal British Legion and other ex-Service
organisations. The same applies to Australia,
Canada, New Zealand . ..

But in many other countries throughout
the world there are still survivors of World
War 1, and vast numbers who fought with
Britain in 1939-45, whose resistance to illness
is low, who live lives of poverty, and who are
vulnerable to the worst that life has to offer.

A Guyanese merchant seaman who survived
the sinking of his ship in the Atlantic, sold
newspapers earning three pounds a week in
Georgetown, became ill from his wounds as
he grew older so that his wife, with whom he
shared a bare shack, supported him by
begging ... :

In India a woman of over 100, once a nursing
sister in World War 1, whose life deteriorated
with age and the changes in India, was found
living below even the local subsistence level . . .

A former NCO with a Caribbean Regiment,
now very old, was found living penniless with
his blind wife in a dilapidated hut devoid of
furniture.

There are many more cases like those, who
have been discovered — and helped — by the
British Commonwealth Ex-Service League,
an organisation virtually unknown in the UK
because its work is directed overseas towards
helping ex-Service veterans.

For the first time in its 64 years of existence,
the league has appealed for outside help, and

" Prince Philip, its patron, has launched an

appeal for £5 million. “There are hundreds of
thousands of men and women from every part
of the Commonwealth who came to our aid in
campaigns far from the main European theatre
of war, and we cannot allow ourselves to forget
their unselfish courage and self-sacrifice”, he
said.

There are some six million ex-servicemen

BELVEDENE

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

The best established and fully pro-
fessional agency. We offer a
nationwide service, tailored for our
HM Forces clients and guarantee
to guard your interests in every way.
Our staff are all ex-Service or
dependents and really know your
problems.
Trust us to manage all aspects of
the letting of your home while you
are away. Please ask for our fully
comprehensive brochure from:
Sundown House
Rectory Lane
Woodmansterne, Surrey
Tel: (07375) 51273

in the world and eight million dependents.
Demands on the league’s fund are increasing
each year, reported Major General Lord
Fitzalan Howard, chairman of the campaign
council. “People are getting older and many
of the countries they come from are getting
poorer. The number of individual cases calling
for aid direct from the headquarters in Pall
Mall rose from 300 in 1980 to 1,100 in 1974.”

* * *

HE Band of the Irish Guards is top of
the pops. That is if the measure of

popularity is the number of fee paying
engagements each of the 69 Army bands had

in 1983-84.

The Irish Guards band had 77 such
engagements, followed by the Welsh Guards
with 65, and the Coldstream and Scots Guards
bands with 50 each.

These figures were handed out by Mr John
Lee, Under Secretary of State for Defence
Procurement, in response to questions from
Mr Austin Mitchell, Labour MP for Great
Grimsby, who wanted to know in the House
of Commons such details as which engage-
ments were essential for reasons of State, which
were reasonably necessary for strictly military
duties, and which for public or private
entertainment.

Mr Lee could not break the figures down;
neither could he provide the number of
individuals employed in provisioning, trans-
porting, housing and paying band personnel
because they could not be separately identified
from those engaged on similar tasks for the
benefit of Servicemen as a whole in their
units.

The Great Grimsby MP also asked whether
the Secretary of State for Defence would
consider contracting out part of the Services’
musical requirements ‘‘to colliery and other
bands of high standing”. Mr Lee’s answer:
IGNOI’-

* * *

E ommitted to include in our recent
series on Military Museums
Museums the Worcestershire

Yeomanry Museum, situated in the Worcester
City Museum and Art Gallery, Foregate
Street, Worcester WR1 1DT (telephone 0905
25371).

It is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday (0930-1800) and Saturday (until 1300)

and closed Thursday, Sunday, Christmas Day,
Boxing Day, New Year’s Day and Good
Friday.

* * *

Eerred (SOLDIER 22 April)ina

feature on Belsen when we said, in

good faith, that Sergeant Monty

Berman, a photographer, is the man heading

the famous theatrical costumiers Berman and

Nathans in London. The sergeant concerned

was not him, but Monty Berman who later

became famous as a film and TV producer

(with such famous series as The Saint,
Gideon’s Way, and others to his credit).

Our apologies for any inconvenience caused.

Take the gamble out of Fund Raising with

FANTAS'I'IC

Including full details of all prizes and offers

= LAKELAND ,

j_

[ INVESTMENTS 7~

1 & 2 Melbourne Street LEEDSLS2 7PS
Telex 557220 (Lakoin G)

Write or Phone LEEDS (0532)

K~
v 42 434230
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Flanked by Guardsmen Greg Hobbins, left, and Simon Setchell
are twins Privates Jose and Manuel Rico of the Spanish Army

" "7 PANISH and British soldiers haven’t seen a great deal
b | of each other since the time of the Peninsula War when

i they combined to evict the armies of Napoleon from
k”‘f'ﬁ‘ Spain. The Spanish Civil War — the great political
cause of the 1930s — hardly counts as Britons took part as
private citizens and not as members of HM Forces.

But now Spain is poised to join
the EEC and NATO after years of
isolation in most military and
economic matters from the rest of
Europe. And obviously the time is
ripe for better acquaintance.

The first exchange of soldiers
between the two countries took 50
members of 4 Company, the 2nd
Battalion, Coldstream Guards, to
Almeria in Southern Spain where
they spend several weeks as guests
of 23rd Motorised Infantry Brigade.
14

In the meantime 50 Spanish
soldiers from Almeria came north
to spend the same period at
Wellington Barracks in the heart
of London being looked after by
the 2nd Barttalion’s 3 Company.

On the day we caught up with
them the Spaniards were lined up
in the forecourt of Buckingham
Palace watching their hosts dis-
mount the Guard.

The previous day they had been

taking part in a battalion athletics
meeting, and before they had been
shooting on the Purfleet ranges
and exercising on Salisbury Plain,
Major Ian McNeil, 3 Company’s
OC, devised a programme to give
the visitors “a really good look
around our training system.”
“It’s a chance for them to see
our weapons, our helicopter drills
and, probably more importantly,
how we as professional infantry-
men act in the field,” he said.
That was an :mpcm:ant pomt

because the visitors, with the
exception of an officer and four
senior NCOs, were all conscripts
doing their compulsory 12 months
service. :

It seems that in the Spardish
Army all junior ranks are con-
scripts. If you want to become a
regular, you go to a military college
for three years and graduate as a
sergednt.

“Obviously the level of sophisti-
cation is less than ours and the
level of equipment, perforce, is not




2nd Battalion Coldstream
Guards drill ‘lessons’ for the
visiting Spaniards

quite as extensive,” said Major
McNeil.

“But they are extremely physic-
ally fit. They are very, very well
disciplined and they are highly
motivated. I’ve got nothing but
admiration for a system that can
produce such good soldiers.”

Both Major McNeil and Major
Edward Crofton, the battalion
second in command expressed
great satisfaction at the success of
the visit.

Having to do everything by
translations was a bit of a problem
but they had been lucky enough to
get the services of Warrant Officer

" 1 Tony Canessa, Royal Engineers,

for the duration. WO Canessa

comes orign{al]y from Gibraltar
and speaks fluent Spanish.

“They’ve enjoyed it tremen-
dously,” he said. “They’ve been
looked after very well and they’ve
been learning all the time.”

One of the first things that had
really impressed the visitors was
the accommodation and catering
at Wellington Barracks.

“It’s like a hotel here compared
to what they have,” WO Canessa
said. “Conditions are much
tougher for them at home because
they are all conscripts and they
only get an average of £3.25 a
month.”

Ceremonials and Royal Guard
duties were also another world for

men from a unit based on the
Andalucian coast miles from the
national capital. Drill was only a
minor item on their training
programme.

“They do a lot of forced
marching,” WO Canessa said.
““Quite often they do 25 kilometres
in the morning just to warm up.”’

As guests of the Coldstreams the
Spanish troops had their first
experience of heliborne operations
and of handling such unfamiliar
weapons as the SLR and the
GPMG.

With the help of WO Canessa,
the Spanish commander, Lieu-
tenant Eugenio Bayo, spoke of the
things which had impressed him

during the visit — the barracks
and the thermal imaging night
sights which he had been able to
use for the first time on exercises
in Salisbury Plain. :

But most of all, Lieutenant Bayo ,
said, he had been impressed by
the attitude of the British soldiers
who had gone out of their way to
make the visitors comfortable.

® As members of the Division
Gusman El Bueno No2, Lieu-
tenant Bayo’s men wore the divi-
sional badge on their upper arm
with the motto Sed Fuertes en la
Guerra (“Be Strong in War™) and
the motif of a sword — the symbol
of El Bueno a Spanish general in
the Moorish wars.
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REMEMBER MANDY?

IVE yearsago SOLDIER

reported on a pilot cadet

scheme to encourage girls

B to join the Army Cadet
Force in South West England.

One of the detachments men-
tioned in that report was from
Torrington Comprehensive School
in Devon which had recruited 12
girls into the ranks of its ACF.

The scheme was obviously a
success. Not only are girls now an
accepted part of the cadet force in
the South West, but one of the
original intake was sufficiently
impressed by the experience to
have taken on a career as a regular
member of the WRAC.

Mandy Cannon was a 13-year-
old schoolgirl when SOLDIER
photographer Doug Pratt caught
her covered with cam cream at
Fremington camp on the North
Devon coast. Today she is 18 and
a recruit with 1 Platoon at the
WRAC Training Centre in Guild-
ford.

Mandy spent five years with the
ACF, rising to the rank of Staff
Sergeant. Speaking now as a regu-
lar Army private she explained:
“] wanted to join the Air Force
actually, but seeing there were no
air force cadets I joined the Army
cadets and after being with them
for so long it made sense to join
the Army.”

Not surprisingly life as a regular
is rather different from the ACF.
“It’s a full time thing,” Mandy
said. “In the cadets when you’ve
finished your night’s training you
can go home and relax. Here you
know you've got to be alert all the
time and you’re being watched all
the time.”

But ACF experience was an
advantage in preparing you for the

L

She is now in the
ranks of WRAC

By Robert Higson

Army, in practice it gave you some
valuable practice with firearms.
As a cadet Mandy fired SLR,
SMG, GPMG, 9mm pistol and
.22 and .303. She was good enough
to shoot for her detachment and
company in the inter-service com-
petition against Air Force and

Navy cadets.

At the moment Mandy will train
as an admin assistant when she
finishes basic training. But she
would like, if at all possible, to do
something in the weapons line,
perhaps as an instructor.

Mandy Cannon — pictured five
years ago by Doug Pratt
Sergeant Anna Millward, platoon

sergeant, helps Mandy to get used
to her new beret. Picture: Les Wiggs

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten details.
Look at them carefully. You can check your answers by turning to page 43.

S

S
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T LEAST 800 jobs

currently carried out by

soldiers are to be put

out to contract by civilian

firms and 4,000 men switched from

support to front-line roles, said

Secretary of State for Defence Mr

Michael Heseltine introducing

both the Government’s White

.Paper on Defence and the docu-
ment Exercise Lean Look.

Transport: ““At the moment a
large number of soldiers in the
Royal Corps of Transport, and also
civilian staff, manage, drive and
maintain vehicles . . . we intend to
let a number of contracts in this
area,” he says in Lean Look, a
document outlining the future
shape of the Army.

Catering: “We plan to extend
catering contracts to a further 29
Army establishments in the UK.”
Currently there are four run by
contractors.

Depots: “The RAOC central
depots are the Army’s warehouses,
storing and supplying the Army’s
needs. We hope to introduce
civilian contractors into the admini-
stration of those depots, to provide
clerical support and printing facili-
ties and to perform some of the
tasks undertaken by Army quarter-
masters.”

Even dental care has come under
the microscope of Mr Heseltine’s
Exercise Lean Look in his bid to
give the Army more ‘front-line
teeth’.

He says: “The dental health of
the Army and its dependants is
the responsibility of the Royal
Army Dental Corps. We believe

. there is a continuing need for a
corps of uniformed dentists, but
following a year’s trial we are
confident that it will be possible to
transfer dental prosthetic services
to contractors, saving technicians
posts.”

Like the Royal Navy and Royal
‘Air Force, the Army plans to bring
in civilians to staff some static

IN INTRODUCING the State-
ment of the Defence Estimates
1985 Mr Heseltine said there are
two fundamental concerns to which
he must address himself — to
establish the appropriate policies
in the interests of this country; and
to ensure that those resources with
which he is entrusted are used to
maximum effect.

He said: ‘““‘Last year I concen- #

trated on the drive to maximise the
value for money we obtain from
defence expenditure and to im-
. prove the management of defence.
“This year, we have also sought

to look in depth at the Govern-

DK DEFENCE WHITE PAPER

*More fillings for ‘teeth’ * Morg contracts for Support

4,000 more men for
the front line

communication centres handling
routine signals.

The maintenance of special
instruments at the Royal Artillery
range in the Outer Hebrides is also
likely to be put out to contract, as
is the security, catering and mess
facilities at South Cerney, where
units concentrate before moving
by air to an exercise or operation.

WRAC: Referring to the ‘wider
employment to Servicewomen’ Mr
Heseltine said Lean Look identi-
fied jobs where women could
replace men.

This will release men from the
‘tail’ to the ‘teeth’ by putting
women in such jobs as clerical,
communications and movement
control duties in support areas.

“The overall effect is likely to
be that 200 to 500 posts currently
filled by men will in future be
established for the WRAC.

“Every opportunity has been
taken to reduce military manpower
by reorganisation or rationalisation.

ment’s defence policy.

The overriding purpose of that
policy is to maintain the peace that
this country and Europe have
enjoved for forty years. We have
achieved that and there is no reason
to question ifs continuance.”

He concluded: “The resources
which the Government has and
intends to make available will
sustain each of our main defence
roles; the task we face is the crucial
and demanding one of ensuring
that these resources are used
efficiently and effectively.

“Peace is a privilege that we take
for granted at our peril. It is won

Savings were generally on a small
scale but the overall result has been
significant.”

Examples include a reduction
in the number of posts providing
specialist advice in small arms
training; physical training in-
structors in static units and the
number of officers receiving staff
training at the higher levels. ..

“We propose to abolish the trade
of remedial gymnast; in future this
task will be undertaken by PTIs
and Physiotherapists and some 25
posts will be eliminated by merging
the Regimental HQ of the Royal
Pioneer Training Centre with
HQ 23 Group RPCin Northamp-
ton.”

The ‘Posties’, too, are to be
slimmed down with the recom-
mendation that the Army’s parcel
sorting office at Mill Hill, London,
should be mechanised and save
still more jobs.

The spotlight is also playing on
the ‘antiquated jerrycan filling

. a privilege we take for
granted at our peril...

by the immense dedication of our
Armed Forces, through the
cohesion of the North Atlantic
Alliance and at a considerable cost.
“It would be of the utmost folly
to abandon the policies that have
so significantly singled us out from
earlier generations of European
peoples who suffered so much from
the wars that have characterised
European history.”
Statement of the Defence Estimates
1985 — 1 — (Cmnd. 9430-1 HMSO
£4.50);
Statement of the Defence Estimates
1985 — 2 — (Cmnd.9430-II HMSO

£5).

machine’ at West Moors. The plan
is to replace this with a ‘less
manpower intensive system’ at
some future date.

And at least 1,000 jobs will also
be saved when 20 per cent is cut
from the ‘Supernumerary Allow-
ance’.

This a body of soldiers used to
keep units up to strength while
others are away on sick leave,
training, embarkation or terminal
leave.

This means that, at times, units
will be undermanned. But, says
Lean Look, “we consider the
allowance could be reduced by 20
per cent without jeopardising
operational capabilities.”

But while listing ‘savings’ Lean
Look also outlines a catalogue of
‘enhancements’ for the Army.

Says Mr Heseltine: “The re-.
deployment of 4,000 men to new
posts allows a number of important
additions to our front-line capa-
bility ...” Areas of improvement
included armoured warfare, close
combat, fire support, air defence,
command and control, aviation as
well as the provision of Regular
Army support for Phase 2 of the
expansion of the TA.

Areas listed for a boost in
manpower and equipment include:

Armoured warfare: “An ad-
ditional armoured regiment, the
twelfth, will be formed in BAOR.”

Close combat: “Manpower
will be made available for the new
mechanised combat vehicle —
MCV 80 — which gives infantry
better mobility, protection and
firepower, and with which all 13
infantry battalions in BAOR will
be equipped.”

Fire support: Additional man-
power will be necessary for the
introduction into service of the
Multiple Launch Rocket system
which initially will replace M407
self-propelled guns.”

Air defence; “* A new Close Air
Defence Regiment, to be equipped
with a high velocity missile, will
be formed within Ist (British)
Corps, complementing BAOR de-
fences provided by Rapier and
Blowpipe — to be replaced by
Javelin — and the Nato air forces.” ,

Aviation: “A number of addi-
tional posts will improve aircrew
to aircraft ratios and speed up the
re-arming and re-fueling of anti-
tank helicopters.”

Summing up the plans put
forward in Lean Look Mr Hesel-
tine says: “Taken together, these
enhancements allow us to reshape
the Field Army to meet the
increasingly sophisticated threat
from the Warsaw Pact ground and
air forces.

17



@.D.Golding

Tailors Ltd.

G.D. Goldmg

Elhe pMuiahy Flavkans

o ( i
)(:/mm/ [ ety
Eady o e S
and (’,?u't/mn Juilets
Officers and Senior NCO’s uniforms
made to measure
Approved and Appointed Tailors to the :

Household Cavalry, 7th Gurkha Rifles, Royal
Artillery, DERR, RAPC, RAMC, RADC,

The Royal Corps of Signals and the SASC.
Exclusively cut and tailored in
our own workrooms by experienced
craftsmen, under the personal
supervision of Mr. Golding.

We offer top quality service using the
finest Barathea and Superfine materials,
with competitive prices and credit.
Our special fast service is available at no
extra charge.

We can also supply:

Military ties, Blazer badges, Badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, Miniature medals:
Sam Browne belts, Spurs, George boots,
Wellington boots and Vivella khaki shirts.
Full-sized medals remounted
Service Dress Hats, Side Hats and Blues
Hats supplied.

RAEC,REME, RAOC, APTC, Royal Engineers,

"EVERYONE SAYS THAT
A SERVICEMAN HAS SOME
SPECIAL QUALITIES”

We agree! As a company we like to employ staff with
the broad experience gained from Service life. If you
are planning to leave the Service and would like to
discuss the opportunities of a fresh career with a
modern Life Assurance Company — then please
complete the coupon (Minimum Age 25):

WindsorLife |

Assurance Company Lid
Windsor Life Assuronce Company Ltd, [
Royol Albert House, Windsar
Berks 514 1BE

| am interested in a career with Windsor Life, please send me some details:

To: Services Liaison Manager, Windsor Life Assurance Company Ltd,
Royal Albert House, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1BE. Telephone: Windsor 68144
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If you're quick off the mark, just wait until you
see Austin Rover's MG and Vitesse models move

For instance the race track proven MG Turbo travels at
an astonishing 112mph, the Maestro MG 2.0 EFi reaches
60mph in 85 seconds whilst the prestigious Rover 216
Vitesse/EFi combines sports car performance with superb
styling and refinement.

And, as you'd expect from Austin Rover Military Sales,
they come complete with all of the many benefits only
Rankins can provide.

Fast movers from Austin Rover.

Catch one while you can

AUSTIN ROVER MILITARY SALES

ws”  buRankins)

Retu n to Rankins Ltd, FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR (no stamp _I
required). Tel: (0367) 21225. Or in Germany, send to Rankins, Druckerstrasse
17,4050 Moenchengladbach. Tel: 02166-129122.

l
| Please rush me details on the following models ____

Name - Rank <
Address

For uséin.—_—— e (rountiy) Bistevend. |

SM20/5

Jel B g e e T DAy - l

EVEN BETTER THAN TAX-FREE-
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GOLD FINGERS!

Dedication
and skill
pay off
for lan

IT TOOK ACC cook Corporal
Ian Williamson 15 practice runs
to perfect his winning menu for
the Army Chef of the Year contest.

But his dedication and skill paid
off and Tan, based with 3rd
Battalion The Parachute Regiment
at Aldershot, beat nine rivals for
the title, trophy, gold medal and
Caithness glass goblet — yet tobe
presented — at his first attempt.

His menu, restricted to a total
of £12 for four people, had the
judges, at the ACC Training
Centre, Aldershot, smacking their
lips in admiration and awarding
27-year-old Ian a hatful of points.

First they tasted his asparagus
filled pastries with chervil butter
sauce: “Really superb,” said judge
Kevin Byrne, a chief instructor at
the ACC Centre.

Ian boosted his title chances
when he won nods of approval from
judges Bob Smith, M. Jean Huber
and Major Mike Hann ACC, for
his main course of chicken in
almond sauce, potato cake, saute
green beans and carrots followed
by ginger syllabub.

Like most first-time title winners
he hardly knew what to say and
contented himself by saying his
immediate ambition was to become
an instructor at the ACC College.
“I’m really keen on working there,”
he said.

Hot on Ian’s heels in second
place came Corporal Roy Paterson
with Sergeant Ian Nichols, third.

Hoping to follow in Ian’s
footsteps in the not-too-distant
future was 20-year-old Private
David Knight, who collected the
under-21s title of Young Cook of
the Year.

David is based with 94 Locating
Regiment RA Larkhill, but it was
a close thing for him as Private
Sue Higgins, WRAC, a cook at
the Queen Elizabeth- Military
Hospital, Woolwich, was a near
second. Third in this section was
Lance Corporal Rollins from
1ADSR in BAOR.

But while excitement for the
individual titles ran high, it was
the Cook and Serve contest that
provided the spectacle and the food

20

Cpl lan Williamson: moment of i
triumph. pPhoto John Green, Rep S :

Story: JOHN MARGETTS

Pictures: LES WIGGS I

for sit-down diners.

With 10 teams competing for
the honour of being selected the
Army’s super cook and server, it
was a race against time to prepare,
cook and serve a three course meal
for two including wine and coffee.

This had to be completed and
eaten in 60 minutes. For the
diners it was comparable to eating
in a giant goldfish bowl since scores
of spectators from the culinary
world watched every move from
behind the roped-off table area,
and hawk-eye judges stalked the
tables with pencils and clip boards
at the ready.

Asked by PR organiser Major
Gordon Walker ACCtositinasa
diner, I was accompanied by Mrs
Carol Gatehouse, a clerical officer
at ACC HQ.

Our cook and serve team: Lance
Corporal Anthony ‘Spike’ Pike and
Private Tracy Byrne WRAC, both
from the officers’ mess at the RAC
Gunnery School, Lulworth.

In the event Spike and Tracy
came second and were really
“surprised and chuffed.”

Said Spike: “My oven went out
twice so it was a bit touch and go.”
He need not have worried for his
offering of chicken, potatoes,

french beans and tomatoes, fol-
lowed by jam omelettes was great.

Now Spike has returned to
Lulworth to continue cooking,
while Tracy, 22, and an Army
representative Cross-country run-
ner, prepares to switch from
waiting at mess tables to training
to become a PTL

Winners of the Cook and Serve
were Corporal Graham Page and
Corporal Chris Melia, both of The
King’s Own Royal Border Regi-
ment, based in Northern Ireland.
Third — Lance Corporal Ron Cox
and Mrs Helene Barber, Depot
RCT TA, Aldershot.




SUCH
TASTY
WORK!

TOP: Judges testing the Army
Apprentices’ College Chepstow,
plum duft

RIGHT: General Sir Richard
Trant tries the soup prepared
in a field kitchen by Corporal
Harry Lomas

SOLDIER writer John Margetts and Mrs Carol Gatehouse enjoy
an unexpected meal

UNITTEAM COMPETITION: 1, Corporal
Julian Somers and Private Docherty 16
Bn RAOC; 2, Corporal Bob Sinclair and
Private Arthur Thompson 1A and SH; 3,
Corporal John Simpson and Corporal
Stuart Clarke 3 Armd Div Tpt Regt RCT.
HOSPITAL TEAM: 1, Corporal Steven
Sankey and Private Catherine Richardson
WRAC of CMH Aldershot, 2, Lance
Corporal John Grover and Private Kevin
Warren BMH Munster.

ARMY CHEF OF THE YEAR: 1, Corporal
lan Williamson 3 Para; 2, Corporal Roy
Paterson 1A and SH; 3, Sergeant lan
Nichols BEHM Berlin.

ARMY YOUNG CHEF OF THE YEAR: 1,
Private David Knight 94 Loc Regt RA
Larkhill: 2, Private Sue Higgins QEMH
Woolwich; 3, Lance Corporal Rollins
1ADSR, BAOR.

COOK AND SERVE: 1, Corporal Graham
Page and Corporal Chris Melia 1 Kings
Own Royal Border Regiment; 2, Lance

Corporal Anthony Pike and Private Tracy
Byrme RAC Gunnery School Lulworth;
3, Lance Corporal Ron Cox and Mrs
Helene Barber Depot RCT TA Alder-
shot. -

POTATO COMPETITION: 1, Corporal”
Stephen Linch 38 Engr Regt Ripon; 2
Lance Corporal Bill Lang 17 Trg Regt and
Depot RA Woolwich; 3, Corporal B Spaul
Depot Para Aldershot.

JUDGES were: Major J Wallace ACC,
Major D S Robertson ACC, Lieutenant
Commander M J Bamborough, RN, Mr R
W Perrett, Mr B Taylor, Captain M H Morin
ACC, Mr R Smith, M. Jean Huber, Major
M Hann ACC, Mr K Byrne, Mr H B S Gunn,
Major C H Noons ACC, Captain | W Elrick
ACC, Wing Commander R C C Parkinson
RAF, Mr F Jones, Major R W Walker ACC,
Mr J Ginders, Mr J Retallick, Captain D
Wood ACC, Mr K Salisbury, Miss S Howe.
The prizes were presented by General Sir
Richard Trant, Quartermaster General.

21



NOWADD
UDI AND VOLKSWAGEN
TOTHE _ RANGE

'look’J

T L L L LT

For fast friendly service pleeze

ring0278 455555

Please send the Natocars’ guide to car buying

Wylds Road . Bridgwater . Somerset . TAG 4DG Tel:Bridgwater (0278455655 . Telex: 46286 To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-455555
L 5 & B B B 2 BN B &2 B B B 42 5 B 2 8 B B B 0 B |

l I’'m interested in Which model? l
l Audi l
l Volkswagen Rank Name l
' Ford Address .
Austin Rover I
I Peugeot/Talbot . T l
.
. Vauxhall/Qpel e el Tel _ il =zl .
Land/Range r‘ Car for use in Delivery fjate
l Rover (country) s _lrequired) s27 I
I Tax Free || or Tax Paid J Used Cars | Car Hire |__ mmns I
e P it 1 ] N OF BRIDGWATER |
unigue trade-in facility? Yes|_J No |

22




RAOC: SUPPLI

VEN AS soldiers work

indoors or train outdoors

on the ranges with assorted

weaponry, ‘scoff — and
plenty of it — is never far from
their minds. Their next personal
objective to be taken any day is
their next meal. Napoleon just
understated the case.

They prefer vehicle horsepower
to boot-clad footpower day or night
to get them round quickly during
‘business hours’ in a combat-
inspired environment. Their
weapons always need ammunition.

For the accompanied officers
and soldiers, their wives and
families back in married quarters,
like their UK-based civilian
counterparts, they enjoy all the
creature comforts of furnished
married quarters. They want to be
safe in the knowledge there'is a
fire service nearer than they think
if the chip pan should ever go up.

Cyprus, is no exception. The
sea-locked land mass of citrus
groves where 4,000 British Service-
men, their 3,900 dependants, 1,160
UK-based civilians and their
families and the 760 British soldiers
among the eight-nation, 2,300-
strong United Nations Force in
Cyprus all have one thing in
common.

They just cannot exist profes-
sionally or personally without the
unstinting services of the Army’s
Suppliers . .. the 72 military men
of the island-based Royal Army
Ordnance Corps.

Another 36 RAOC men serve
with UNFICYP and, that aside,
the Episkopi headquartered organi-
sation in the Western Sovereign
Base Area is backed up by a vital
300 locally engaged civilians plus
UK -based civilians; the Command
Fire Adviser, three Army Fire
Service officers and the Armed
Services Food Chemist. Within the
various headquarters, RAOC even
supplies the staff clerks.

Lieutenant Colonel Graham

SSM Tony Stead —
i ] with the Canadians’ fancy

E W ARE TAKEN FOR GRANTED!
GRAHAM SMITH and

picture editor
LES WIGGS continue
their Cyprus report

But who could do better?

Gerdes, RAOC, is Commander
Supply Cyprus, heading an
organisation serving not only
British Forces on the island,
UNFICYP and UNIFIL (United
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon)
but an administration with five
main functions.

Those of the Stores and Vehicle
Depot plus an Ammunition Depot
housed at nearby RAF Akrotiri; a
huge Supply Depot at Dhekelia,
some 60 miles to the east Along the
coast in the Eastern Sovereign Base

Spraying a Land Rover in United Nations white

Area (ESBA); an Accommodation
Services Unit (furnishings for MQs
etc), and last, but never least, the
mainly Cypriot-staffed Army Fire
Service (AFS) headed by UKBC
Army Fire Service officers.

Such is the breadth of role in
supply and ordnance support to
Army and RAF units, the latter
needing certain commodities in-
cluding ‘common nature ammu-
nition’ for the RAF Regiment’s
weaponry.

Several million pounds are
spent annually in support of British
and United Nations Forces, money
of benefit to the Cyprus economy.

“People will carry on eating.
People will carry on driving. People
will require heating”’, says Colonel
Gerdes. ““Perhaps we, the RAOC,
are taken for granted because when
things are going well people don’t
always notice, but when they
occasionally go wrong, they most
certainly do.

“A modern Army and its
dependants require a very wide
range of ordnance support — food,
fuel, rations, vehicles, ammunition,
equipment, spare parts, accom-
modation services and a wide
variety of contractual service.

“Qut here one learns a lot about
national foibles, particularly
national diets. I’'m confident we,
the British Army, have' the right
sort of expertise to do this work.

In fact, nobody could do it better,
in my opinion.”

Every week huge containers are
filled with supplies and sent by
ship from Limassol harbour to
Haifa, Israel, and then by road
northwards to the ten-nation, 5,600
strong UNIFIL — there are no
British there — when the French
battalion, handling the logistics
takes charge of the consignments
after their Levantine coastal
landings.

Campbell’s soups for the insis-
tent Canadians within UNFICYP
...rice for the Nepalese serving
with UNIFIL ... wine (Chateau-
neuf du Limassol, they joke) ...
piquant cheeses . .. are just some
of the dieting tastes that have tobe
looked into and understood by the
RAOC’s provisioners.

The RAOC Bakery on the island
caters for the British Servicemen’s
families as well as for the men
themselves as Cyprus does not
grow very much wheat. The flour
is imported from the UK and
handled by the Royal Corps of
Transport’s Joint Service Port Unit
in Limassol Harbour. Beef and
lamb are imported from New
Zealand and Australia while other
meats are bought locally.

Soldiers would not be doing
their soldiering, without access to

ammunition.
(Turn to page 24)
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EOD or ammeo... all part of the task

(from page 23)

An RAOC responsibility. Major
John Taylor is the triple-hatted
OC of the Ammunition Depot at
RAF Akrotiri; a man who was
awarded the Queen’s Gallantry
Medal (QGM). He is not only the
unit Officer Commanding but the
SATO (Senior Ammunition Tech-
nical Officer) Land Forces
(Cyprus) and Force Ammunition
Adviser to UNFICYP, the latter
headquartered in Nicosia.

He and nine others — half the
number with Ulster or Falklands
experience — man the Depot
which holds nearly 200 different
‘natures of ammunition’ ranging
from .22 to 7.62 mm and the latest
5.56 mm to fit the Army’s latest
rifle, the SA80 IW (Individual
Weapon).

“We manage all ammunition
aspects you would expect to find
in an inspectorate,” said the officer
serving in the most decorated
Corps of the Army for acts of gal-
lantry, and perhaps, in all three
Services, since the end of the last
war. “Our role also includes jobs,
if necessary, of EOD (Explosive
Ordnance Disposal) and IED
(Improvised Explosive Device)
clearance. Last year we had to
answer eight calls to suspect ob-
jects — one of them a hoax. We also
investigate any accidents involving
ammunition,” he added.

His advice is multifarious. The
UNFICYP 340-strong Danish
contingent, for example, was
counselled by Major Taylor during
a liaison visit on the construction
of a new ammunition store there.

UNFICYP uses 50 different
types of small arms ammunition.

The Ammunition Depot at
Akrotiri also supplies shotgun
ammunition for island vermin
control and .310 ammunition for
veterinary duties.

Another vital RAOC role aimed
at giving wheeled mobility without
tears stems from its RAF Akrotiri-
based Stores and Vehicle Depot,
headed by its OC, Major Richard
Jarman. The unit moved there
from Dhekelia in 1976.

Staffed by 35 military and 150-
plus local civilians — some of the
longer-serving so keen they set off
from their Nicosia homes at 0300
hours each day to catch buses —
the Store holds some 25,000 items
worth an estimated £15 million.
Anything from nuts and bolts to
the largest of vehicles.

About 15 per cent of its stores
are issued to the United Nations.
Others go to Army and RAF units.
Vehicles such as Ferret 11 scout
cars are sprayed white there before
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Running out a Wheelbarrow for continuation EOD training, above
and below, Major John Taylor adjusts to UN role

UNFICYP use.

Some 200 vehicles of some 40
types or marks are stored near the
airfield and a converted protective
hangar. At least 100 vehicles
annually are issued to the UN.

Tentage repair is another in-
dustry, an intensive one. A veteran
of needle, thread and sewing
machine there and probably recog-
nised by thousands of Servicemen
to pass through the island is Mrs
Loukia Charalambous, 58, who
started 42 years ago as a trainee.

Initially, all of the vehicles are
shipped out to Limassol Harbour
in Cyprus for the use of the Army

premises and in the Depot.

Six ‘of the seven contingents
within UNFICYP are mainly
catered for by the men of the
Dhekelia Depot, the Canadians
being more specific with a re-
quirement for Campbell’s soups,
baby clams in water and relish
which must have the printed word
‘English’ strongly associated with
it.

The UNIFIL needs specify
mango chutney for the Nigerians
among the 10 nations serving there
and the French really love their
Cyprus-sent wine at just seven
cents a litre — their daily allowance.

Warrant Officer 1 Peter Stead,
the Depot’s Supplies Officer, said
*“We are in the process of trying to
get Gurkha 24-hour ration packs
for the Nepalese Army Contingent
via Hong Kong.”

Master Butcher Warrant Officer
2 James Sharrock, recently re-
turned from the Falklands, visits
the local contractors supplying up
to 50 pigs a week and supervises
the slaughtering. He also oversees
the purchasing of poultry.

Astonishingly, no less than
3,000 1bs of bread of 22 differing
varieties are sent out each day from
the depot’s bakery staffed by two
Army personnel and 13 LECs, who
are literally making plenty of dough
in eight-hour shifts.

The bread comprises four
different recipes. British bread,
Canadian bread (that with added
sugar and milk powder), rye bread
and wheatmeal. This staff of !ife is
issued six days a week.

As Lieutenant Colonel Gerdes,
summed up: ‘“We take a profes-
sional pride in trying to give all of
our customers, be they UN, Army
or RAF, a first class service.”

or the RAF. They are then
serviced, modified, painted or
simply stored until further use.
This has been found to be more
economical.

Food, plenty of it, is as an
essential fuel to the human body
as petrol is to vehicles and the main
source of issue on the island is the
RAOC Supply Depot at Dhekelia
in the Eastern Sovereign Base Area.

Headed by its OC, Major Bryon
Harness, the depot is staffed by 10
military and 42 LECs, a unit
serving not only the twin SBAs
but also UNFICYP and UNIFIL
to the tune of a few million pounds
annually in rations, the majority
of the latter from local contractors.
Quality control of all foodstuffs is
covered by Mr Krish Lalla, the
Armed Services Food Chemist

who analyses food and beverage
samples taken at contractors

A Canadian collects fresh rations for his colleagues




The reason why the ‘Scarlet Lancers’

leave the...

BOTTLE OF
SCOTCH

UNTOUCHED!

It was bottled by William
Lawson of Coatbridge, been there
for nearly 11 years, and possibly
booby-trapped!

Fact? Mischievous fiction
handed down by more than 1,000
British soldiers? Who really
knows? Nobody is eager to budge
by the slightest centimetre the fine
distillation of suspicious Scotch.

Doubtless, William Lawson’s
best blended amber offering will
continue to stand unmoved on the
first floor landing over Mr D.
Kazakis’ long-derelict shop. A de-
funct business somewhat insigni-
ficantly sited somewhere within
the 418-year-old Venetian-built
walls of the Cypriot capital’s Old
City.

Nobody, not even Cyprus old
hands like A Squadron, 16th/5th
The Queen’s Royal Lancers —
“The Scarlet Lancers’ — dare touch
it as they mount twice-daily patrols
in their familiar white four and a
half-ton Ferret scout cars flying
the world-famous blue ensign of
the United Nations Force in
Cyprus (UNFICYP).

Sokagi Street is the narrowest,
at just ten metres, of the 135-mile
buffer zone separating Greek

.Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots
which meanders lazily through the
Mediterranean’s third largest
island from its start point of
Kokkina in the west to Varosha, in
the east, finishing about oneand a
half miles from Famagusta.

Uniquely to the ‘Scarlet Lan-
cers’ falls the responsibility of
being the only UNFICYP contin-
gent member unit among the
Force’s seven contributing nations
— Canada, Denmark, Sweden,
Austria, Finland, Ireland and, of
course, the UK — which is allowed
to patrol the complete length of
the buffer zone from one end to
the other, five miles in width at its
deepest.

The nine narrow-gauge miles

. twixt a maze of alleys in the

divided city of Nicosia falls
within the Canadian contingent’s

QUARTER-filled, 26-ounce whisky bottle of good
repute, its contents shrouded in dust, stands on the
landing of the door belonging to Flat 2, Number 22,
Sokagi Street, in Nicosia, Cyprus.

‘parish’ or Sector Four. A mixture
of in-city metalled road and plain
dirt track wending its prescribed
way in and out from new to Old
Ciry.

Each day a pair of pristine
painted white Ferrets go out on
the prowl or patrol, mounting their
0.30 Browning machine guns.
Their headlights full on with
vehicle commanders in contact
ceaselessly, headphones clamped
over their distinctive blue berets,
the head-borne hallmark of impar-
tiality.

They thread a cautious way
through uncannily eerie labyrinths
of narrow streets dappled by fickle
sunlight and shadow.

Theirs is the acknowledged and
negotiated UN Patrol Track, put

Lieutenant John Holman studies
THE bottle...

there 22 years ago on a map by a
British general, the ‘Green Line’,
snaking through the city as he
applied its course with a green
chinagraph pencil.

Canyons of delapidated and
dismal-fronted buildings punc-
tuated periodically by Greek-char-
actered shop signs. Of historic

A pause outside the British Embassy in Nicosia

incidental history now such person-
alised advertising and proof of
tenure means nothing any more.

For the route is a public no-go
area. Only the UN and, in partic-
ular, the ‘Scarlet Lancers’ are
allowed regular, unfettered access.

Rubble and debris from the
fighting of 1974 clutters doorways
and gutters where it settled for
good. Pock-marked buildings, dis-
figured for ever by shell and small
arms fire stand in scarred dismay,
their centuries-old traditional
beige-coloured facades cared for
now only by sun, wind and rain.

Once prestigious railings, long
heavily rusted, stand shabbily in
front of villas, themselves hapless
hulks, ready for immediate vacant
possession. Yet nobody knows for
sure if their surrounding flowerless
and overgrown gardens are land-
mined.

The Lancers’ daily commuting
route of observation as peace-
keepers twists and turns round
many a right-angled corner in the
Old City.

Now and again they come
across the sporadic Observation
Posts, manned by the UN’s Can-+#
adian contingent whose young
soldiers within that Sector Four
will professionally rattle off a two-
minute who’s-where briefing to
any visitors well off the tourist
track. Slick butt salutes are the
prelude to the disposition of OPs.

Along this time warp track of
desolation the. Cypriot National
Guard have their OPs, too, blue
and white national flags fluttering
defiantly just above roof-top level

(Turn to page 26)
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THE FERRET: svited for peace-keeping

(from page 25)
in a divided community.

A chicane-like metropolitan
piste marked by alternate skyline
pennants traces the path of the
track ... UN flags, Cypriot
National Guard and, of course,
the Turkish Army.

Never far away from the Cypriot
OPs are the subtly-sited but less
robust Turkish OPs. Theirs take
on the appearance of hurriedly
built wooden chicken coops,
draughty but functional and bol-
stered beneath and alongside by
the standard rusting oil drums and
sand bag emplacements.

Shattered panes of glass staring
out of corrugated iron slatted walls
betray other OPs.

Dark-eyed conscripts in their
distinctive helmets dutifully note
the passing Lancers’ patrol as they
go through. Tanned hands in-
stinctively reach for the top left-
hand tunic pocket to note details,
ready for phoning in to a control
centre.

Like the UN and the Greek
Cypriot National Guard they fly
their flags of identity, too. Their
statement of presence.

A mini-Berlin. But without the
garish lifestyle on the scale as-
sociated with that city, walled and
divided nearly 24 years ago.

History is not a feature of the
patrol track. Just lightly-armed
soldiers, field telephones, high
powered binos, sangars and the
mandatory log sheets as everyone
openly — and expectedly —
watches everyone else. Waiting for
any infringement. Par for the
course.

The Cypriots watching the
Turks. The Turks looking at the
Cypriots. The UN’s Canadian and
British representatives quietly
assessing both of them.

The name of this sinister street
game with strictly set rules is ...
. the Status Quo.

That’s how it is. A melancholy
atmosphere along some of the
Mediterranean’s quietest and once
vibrantly commercial streets.
These, in the venerable Old City
of Nicosia now taking on the aura
of an abandoned film set scenario
of architectural decay where once
plants graced the carved balconies
and timeless finesse was conveyed
by Roman bowered inner court-
yards and bold Byzantine arches.

It’s a sort of latter-day Pompeii
now but without the ashes and
lava. Without people.

Serving in Cyprus at the time of
the 1974 invasion when he led a
convoy of evacuation vehicles from
Famagusta to Nicosia, Lieutenant
John Holman, who describes him-
self as a “Cyprophiliac” said: “I
was in Pergamos in the ESBA area
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Parliamentary
praise
indeed...

at the time of the Turkish landings.
I was with B Squadron of the
16th/5th which was the first UN
squadron reinforcement into
Nicosia airport. We held it for three
or four days.”

In fact, during that emergency
of eleven years ago the work of the
‘Scarler Lancers’ was praised in
Parliament — twice. Believed to
be the first time for any regiment
since the end of the World War 2.

Lieutenant Holman added: “We,
the 16th/5th, as the Chief of Staff’s
Reserve (Brigadier Robin Duch-
esne), are the only contingent to
be seen along the whole five-
sector, 135-mile buffer zone
created in 1974, with our five Sabre
Troops of four Ferret Twos, one
being based in each of the Sectors.

“Every three weeks they rotate
so that during a six-month tour
here one of our Sabre Troops will
do two three-week periods in all
five Sectors.”

He estimated that half of the
Squadron had served in Beirut with
the British contingent as part of
the MNF (Multi-National Force),
being there from December 1983
to March 1984.

On patrol in the old walled city of Nicosia

As the pair of Ferret scout cars
plied their daily patrol through
Nicosia Old City, Lieutenant Hol-
man said: “The Ferret is ideal in
this climate and terrain. It doesn’t
have an offensive capability and it
is well suited for peacekeeping
duties.”

Two more of his armoured cars,
in tandem, would re-trace the
route later that night.

But back to Number 22 Sokagi
Street. If Flat Two has a mystery
so, too, has Flat Three beneath it.
The whole location forms, in fact,
Canadian OP Charlie Four-Three.

Visible through a flung-back
kitchen window are a dozen or so
baked rolls, looking now like
theatrical props. Left there hur-
riedly by their intended savourers.

Some 9mm ammunition of inde-
terminate type, they say, lies
beyond in another room. But on
the kitchen table . . . another bottle.
Bacardi perhaps. Free for the
casual taking again. But is it booby
trapped?

Quaint, sad relics of a war.
Museum pieces standing within
yards of a Greek OP.

For six years the 16th/5th
Queen’s Royal Lancers were
stationed at Wolfenbiittel in BAOR
not far from another symbol of
demarcation between communities

... the Inner German Border.

Similarities with ,the Nicosia

peat’ h:: nen now follow daily

seem coincidental to Lieutenant
Holman as he threw a glance at
the oil drum barriers abruptly
clotting an Old City’s once busy
street.

He said: “In BAOR near the
IGB you get a sense of the other
side being closed in with its mine-
fields, dogs and armed guards
watching your every move. The
main difference here is that you
are watched by two sets of armed
guards while you patrol in the
middle.”

Next stopping point for the men
of Three Troop was for a chat with
the Canadian OP, Charlie Four-
Five which suddenly loomed up
right behind the Turkish ceasefire
line at Omorphita, not far from
wheére their countrymen had para-
chuted in eleven years ago.

On the flat-roofed house, serving
as a UN OP, some luckless
previous owner unknown to them,
a three-inch-wide white line de-
marcates the difference in
diplomatic viewpoint between the
UN and Turkish vantage points.
Both are sited within shouting
distance of one another.

A face peered intently from the
shack serving as an OP diagonally
away from the UN position. He
would be reporting in.

“Ironically, the ‘Scarlet Lancers’
have deployed from time to time
to Turkey for a month at a time as
part of an AMF (L) exercise.

A fresh-faced Trooper, eyes
creased against the sun, remarked:
“We could be exercising with these
same guys of our same age. Maybe
that one over their. Exercising in
Turkey in a friendly situation only
to find they are the same blokes
out here in Cyprus who view us
in a different light.”

It is estimated there are some
7,000 Turkish Army troops
stationed to the north of the buffer
zone and perhaps some 3,000
Cypriot National Guard positioned
to the south of it.

Sergeant Jim Hardy, a vehicle
commander normally associated
with Scimitars and Scorpions, a
veteran of the 1974 events on the
island and a Beirut British contin-
gent member said: “You go past
these OPs every day knowing that
nothing is going to happen but,
you are aware also that something
could happen.” o E

Rounding a notoriously tight
left-hand bend in the Old City, he-
added: ““You have always got to be
on the look out. Beirut was differ-
ent. They were out deliberately to
kill each other there. You can never
be too complacent in this game.”

Trooper Gavyn Lissemore at the
wheel of a Ferret
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TOP: SNV Al Shargiyah, equipped with Exocet MM40, in the
Strait of Hormuz. Left: Modern Omani policeman taking part in
demonstration at the Police Training College at Nizwa.

OMANISATION:
DRIVE BY A

PROUD PEOPLE
TOWARDS

MODERNISATION

Writer ROBERT HIGSON and
photographer DOUG PRATT continue
their study of the new Sultanate of
Oman (See SOLDIER 6 May)




HE word ‘Omanisation’

isn’t found in many

dictionaries or in many

places outside the Sul-
tanate of Oman. But its
significance in that country
cannot be overrated.

The great modernisation
drive which has been going on
since 1970 must bring with it
the development of home
grown management skills and
technical expertise or it will
have failed in its purpose. The
Omanis, with the proud claim
of never having been the
colonial subjects of anyone else,
are determined not to lose
authority in their own country
by default.

Of course it isn’t possible to
become an effective modern nation
after long years of stagnation
without a lot of help, and the
Sultanate is no exception.

Teachers from Egypt and the
Middle East, doctors from the
Indian sub continent, engineers
and technicians from across Europe
and North America, and Service-
men from Britain have all been
helping to lay the foundations of
modern Oman.

There are several hundred
British loan service and contract
officers and NCOs in the Sultan’s
forces. They enjoy good rates of
pay, generous leave with the bonus
of free airline tickets, a generally
sunny climate and, in many cases,
the professional satisfaction of
participating in far reaching de-
cisions about equipment and
organisation.

It helps if you don’t mind a
largely bachelor existence — only
officers above the rank of lieutenant
colonel have the privilege of being
accompanied by their wives. The
rest have to be content with visits
of up to three months a year.

And you need to be fairly self
sufficient, as social outlets, particu-
larly in some of the remoter
stations, tend to be limited.
* Recourse to the bottle is not

recommended for although the

Omanis have a more tolerant

attitude to alcohol than many

Islamic nations, drink-related

offences are a good way of getting
- an early flight back home.

The other thing to avoid is too
much complacency about the
continuation of employment.

As one ex-British Army regular
remarked: “If they can find an
Omani who can do the job as well
as you they will thank you very
kindly at the end of your two year
contract and that will be that.”

On the other hand the Omanis
have no post-colonial hang ups to
worry them. In their long histary
they’ve had more experience of
being imperial masters than sub-
jects.

There is no undue haste to
réplace the foreigners. The Omani
ruler, Sultan Qaboos bin Said, is a

The Sultan of Oman, left, with his Naval,
Police and Army commanders

‘There is no undue hsie
to replace foreigners’

graduate of Sandhurst who spent
six months doing regimental duties
with the 1st Battalion, The
Cameronians (The Scottish Rifles)
in West Germany in 1962. He
obviously approves of the way the
British manage military matters
and he has stated that there will be
no lowering of standards just to
get Omanis into top jobs.

But the process of Omanisation
continues apace. In the Land
Forces practically all the command
positions are now held by Omani
officers. Only last December Major
General John Watts, on loan
service from Britain, handed over
command of the Sultan’s army to
Major General Nasib bin Hamad
bin Salim al Ruwahi.

Some units, particularly the

Medical Corps, do rely on a wide
range of non-British expatriates,
mostly from the Indian sub-
continent and Sri Lanka. And a
good proportion of the army still
comes from the old Baluchistani
provinces of Pakistan across the
Gulf of Oman — a traditional
recruiting ground of long standing.

But the Land Forces remain the
most Omanised of the Services.
The Sultan’s Air Force and Navy
continue to have many command
posts in expatriate hands due
largely to the range of sophisticated
modern equipment they have at
their disposal.

Exocet and Rapier missile
systems, Jaguars, Hercules trans-
ports and Bell helicopters all
require a great deal of expertise in

‘Exercising the Hercules —
equipment which needs a
great deal of expertise

management, maintenance and
operation and in this area the
process of Omanisation is neces-
sarily slower.

The front line Jaguar squadron
based on what used to be the RAF
station on the island of Masirah
has an expatriate commander, with
an Omani deputy, and six pilots
divided equally betweeen the two.
At the southern air base of
Thumrait the air defence Rapier
squadron is commanded by an
Omani.

The idea in all services is to have
a uniformed command structure
into which qualified Omanis can
be slotted at any level to replace
expatriates. The difficulty is gerting
sufficient qualified men in a
country where education was all
but unknown until 15 years ago.

In 1970, when Sultan Qaboos
took over from his father, there
were less than a thousand primary
school pupils in a country with an
estimated population of over a
million. The years since have
concentrated, as much as anything,
on building up the network of
primary and then secondary edu-
cation.

Next year the educational cycle
will be completed when Qaboos
University opens its doors for the
first time to instruct students in
agriculture, education, engin-
eering, medicine and science.

In the meantime the period of
Oman’s transformation from
stagnant backwater to modern state
continues to be a time of unpre-
cedented opportunity for talented
Omanis. Itis the sort of atmosphere
in which a lowly clerk in a
provincial governor’s office can
become a minister of state within
a matter of a few years.

Lieutenant Commander Abdul
Aziz, a 29-year-old graduate of the
Britannia Royal Naval College,
Dartmouth, is a good example.

His father, Mahmood bin
Sumar, is a naval lieutenant who
will shortly hand over his command
of one of the Sultan’s landing craft
and retire from the service.

Before 1970 Lieutenant
Mahmood commanded one of the
two warships of the old Omani
Navy — a wooden dhow which
carried a couple of machine guns
as its main armament. (When they
tried a larger gun they had to
embed it in sandbags to take the
recoil). .

Soon his son will leave his job
Staff Officer Gunnery and Missiles
and take over command of one of
the Sultan’s Province Class fast
patrol boats — a craft of 300 tonnes
displacement with a comfortable
cruising speed in excess of 30 knots.

It is armed with Exocet missiles,
76 mm and 40 mm cannon and a
host of sophisticated electronic
gadgetry. And it is as far removed
from Mahmood’s dhow as is
modern Oman from the country
of the Sultan’s father.
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WHY OMAN IS SO IMPORTANT

THE Musandam Penmsula —
the northernmost part of the
Sultanate of Oman, is separ-
ated from the rest of the
country by a stretch of the
United Arab Emirates. It is a
very good reason why the
security and stability of the
Sultanate are of prime import-
ance to the rest of the world.

Musandam reaches north
towards Iran and in doing so
creates the Strait of Hormuz —
the entrance to the Persian Gulf
and the water-way through which
passes 40 per cent of the oil needed
by non-communist countries.

From its Ras Musandam Naval
Base on the barren, rocky island of
Jazirat al Ghanam (Goat Island)
the Sultan’s Navy polices the
Strait’s vital traffic separation
scheme.

It is exclusively an Omani job
because the two mile wide outward
southern lane, and three mile
buffer zone, and the two mile
inwaml northern lane are all but a
fraction inside the territorial waters
of the Sultanate.

The Sultan’s fast patrol boats
and helicopters take the names and
ports of registration of tankers
infringing the traffic rules and
usually the Omani Foreign Minis-
try hears from the more responsible
governments of penalties inflicted
upon erring captains.

A more serious threat to free
navigation comes from military
action, in particular from any
overspill of the seemingly inter-
minable Gulf War between Iraq
and Iran.

However the Omanis are more
than anxious to play down any
threat from Iran, either to the Strait
or to themselves. There’s little
doubt that relations are less easy
now than before the Iranian
revolution when the Shah sent
troops to help the Sultan fight
insurrection in the south.

In keeping with the Omani
policy of defending national in-
tegrity at all costs while actively
seeking cordial relations with all
nations, officers at the Ras
Musandam Naval Base make a
point of emphasising peaceful co-
existence in the Strait.

“Since 1979 when this base was
established,” said one of them, ““the
Iranians have behaved perfectly
normally. They patrol their side
of the water as they are quite
entitled to. An Iranian ship has
come into our water on the odd
occasion but without a doubt it has
been anavigational error and when
they’ve been requested to leave
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they’ve done so politely without
any argument.”

Quite apart from keeping an eye
on the 50 or so tankers which daily
pass through the Strait, the
Sultan’s Armed Forces have
another important role in the
Musandam Peninsula which illus-
trates the twin thrust of Omani
defence policy.

At Ras Musandam and at the
port of Al Khasat further south
can be seen naval landing craft
whose primary task is ferrying
supplies to the Peninsula’s scat-
tered communities — the sea being
the only means of access in this
land without proper roads.

Aid to civilians, whether carry-
ing building materials to remote
villages or evacuating people
needing medical treatment from
inaccessible regions, is a continu-
ation of the policy which reaped
dividends in the savage Dhofar war
of the early 1970s.

Then the rebels in the southern
province were successfully encour-
aged to switch their allegiance, not
by threats of punishment but by
the building of wells, schools and
clinics. A couple of squadrons of

Artwork — John Rushworth
insignificant role in this respect.

By using oil revenue for peaceful
persuasion as well as for the
purchase of modern arms, the
Sultan was able to get many former
rebels to enter his service. Indeed
one is now a senior minister of
state.

The continuation of this hearts
and minds aspect of defence is one
reason why the Omani defence
budget occupies a hefty 40 per cent
of government spending. Another
reason is the inclusion of the Royal
Oman Police, with responsibility
for immigration, customs and
excise, prisons and fire service as
well as the normal range of police
duties.

But defence expenditure still
remains quite massive for a country
whose population, in the absence
of any formal census, is estimated
at no more than 1.5 million.

The level of defence spending
(in 1983 it was in the order of
1.75 thousand million US dollars)
indicates the Sultan’s deter-
mination not to return to the time
when outside assistance was
essential for survival.

Twice since World War 2 foreign

Royal Engineers played a not

TO THE REST OF THE WORLD

soldiers have fought and died in
Oman to save it from insurrection.
In the 1950s, in a campaign which
included the storming of the sup-
posedly impregnable mountain
stronghold of the Jebel Akhdar,
and again in the Dhofar War of the
1970s, British troops were among
those who helped secure the Sul-
tanate.

Now the Sultan has under his
command some 25,000 well-
trained and well-equipped service-
men with the additional support
of about 3,500 members of the
Firquat tribal militia.

Their deployment conforms to
the basic demographic and geo-
graphic pattern of the country
which has major centres of
population in the north and south
separated by 700 kilometres of
desert inhabited by little more than
nomads and oil wells.

Defence policy emphasises
friendly relations abroad. Even
with the People’s Democratic
Republic of Yemen, the supporter
of the rebels in the Dhofar War,
efforts are being made to resolve
border difficulties in an atmosphere
of neighbourly reconciliation.

For collective security Oman
looks to the Gulf Co-operation
Council, the comparatively recent
association of Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, the United
Arab Emirates and Oman. But
there is no intention at this stage
of forming the sort of military pact
which would station foreign troops
on Omani soil.

The Sultanate wants to take what
it considers best from the modern
world while saving itself from
damaging influences. This means
keeping out such bodies as tourists
and troops on R&R. There will be
no repeat in Oman of what
happened to Saigon and Bangkok
— not if the Sultan can help it.

US military aid has provided
lengthened runways, hardened
shelters and fuel storage for
Oman’s principal air bases, but
these facilities are firmly in Omani
control and not available to the
Americans except for occasional
re-supply flights.

The business of achieving
stability in what can be a very
unstable region of the world
requires skill and a little cunning.
While remaining on good terms
with the west for a whole host of
very good economic regions, Oman
has still to reassure its Arab
neighbours that its commitment
to Islamic brotherhood remains
unimpaired.

Fast gun boats of the Sultan’s Navy




THE business of handling
firearms is hardly new to a
country where, well within
living memory, tribal territory
was fiercely defended against
outsiders, and where, even
today, many a respectable
citizen doesn’t feel properly
dressed without his rifle.

But competitive target shooting
is something quite different and it
is one of the new skills, among so
many, that the Sultanate of Oman
is hoping to acquire in its present
transformation from stagnation to
modernisation.

The Omanis have opted for the
American idea of forming a special
unit of expert marksmen to act as
a shop window for the Armed
Forces and the country in general.

Ironically it was an idea that
nearly caught on in the British
Army in the days when the rifle
took over from the musket.

“That is what the Small Arms
School Corps was formed to be —
the expert shooters who passed on
their knowledge,”” said Lieutenant
Colonel Don Gillam, himself chief
instructor of the SASC until he
retired from the Army in 1983.

“But as time went on and the

skills of the infantrymen became .

wider the job of the SASC became
more, instructor of infantry skills
rather than instructor of shooting

AIMING TO PUT OMANIS
ON A DIFFERENT MAP

Don Gillam — his marksmen have
an ‘excellent Iemperamgni’

“We tried to get back to
marksmanship in principle over
the last 15 years. Lieutenant
Colonel Larry Orpen Smellie, who
was captain of Army shooting for
many years, tried very hard to get
permission to form a small band
of really good shooters in all the
disciplines.

“He was one of the major
advocates of reforming what had
been the old School of Musketry
system of having half a dozen
people who were experts, getting
them together, running courses,

gathering the brightest to form
teams and, hopefully, get British
Army shooters into the national
team.

“I think we got close to
succeeding but the thing that
always frustrated us was cost.”

Now Colonel Gillam has the
opportunity to put that idea into
practice. As one of the Sultan of
Oman’s contract soldiers he is
commanding officer of the Armed
Forces’ International Marks-
manship Unit and manager of the
national shooting team. At the
moment Oman has no civilian
shooting clubs which means that
the national team is limited to
selection from the services.

It was only in 1979, when an
Omani team was sent to Bisley for
the first time, that the idea of
involvement in competitive shoot-
ing began to gain momentum.

The marksmanship unit was
formed in 1982 and when Colonel
Gillan took over in January last
year the main item on the agenda
was an Olympic debut at Los
Angeles with a style of shooting
unkown to Omanis.

In that Olympic year Colonel

Gillan took the team to com-
petitions in Britain, Zurich,
Munich, Mexico and the United
States, where apart from the
Olympics, they had the experience
of training with the US marksman-
ship team.

This year the team has another

busy international schedule which '

ends with the international military
competition in Venezula,

“The Asian Games in 1986 are
the next major target,” Colonel
Gillam said. “I believe on known
form the Omani team could come
out as top Arab nation in that event.

“My other target, as a result of
good shooting last year — given
me by the Commander of the Army
and the Oman shooting association
— is to aim at getting an Olympic
medal for Oman in 1988.”

The unit on which these hopes
for the future are based ranges from
a major, who is a battle scarred
veteran of the Dhofar War and a
former member of the Sultan’s
bodyguard, to a 19-year-old Air
Force recruit, with signallers,
drivers, and a member of the Royal
Guard in between.

“At their present stage of
development they are fantastically
good,” Colonel Gillam said with
pride. “One of the great things
going for them is their seemingly
excellent temperament.

Golf can be found anywh

PLANT a group of British
expatriates anywhere in the world
and the chances are that they will
sprout a club house and a golf
course.

This is as true of the Sultanate
of Oman as it is anywhere. The
landscape of this arid country may
be as far removed from the rolling
green swards of St Andrews as it is
possible to imagine but enthusiasts
are undeterred.

There are already two full 18-
hole courses in the Capital Area
which these days stretches like a

vast construction site along the
coast from Muscat to the Inter-
national Airport at Seeb.

A third, rather more modest
affair, can be found in the foothills
of the mountain chain which
reaches the sea at Muscat. This is
the Hidden Valley Golf Club
where those lucky enugh to be able
to join (membership is limited to
50) can get to grips with golf,
Omani style, in relative privacy.

The club was founded by six
expatriates who developed the nine
hole course on decidedly unprom-
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Abdullah Mohamed Wali, an Omani member of HV Golf Club

-

ising terrain. Part of it is wadi —
bone dry water courses which can
occasionally become engulfed in
raging flood — and part is sand
dune.

You go round clutching a small
square of astra turf on which you
are allowed to place your ball for
fairway shots. And, in the complete
absence of anything resembling
grass, you putt, not on greens, but
on browns — rolled areas of sand
mixed with oil.

Local hazards include the goats.
There are said to be around 11Y%,
million of them in Oman, 10 for
each member of the human
population, and their capacity to
eat almost anything is one good
reason why very little seems to
grow in this part of the world.

Goats aren’t known to include
golf balls in their diet, but it is not
their habit to completely reject
anything which comes their way.
Consequently golf balls are some-
times taken up and nibbled
thoughtfully for a while before
being discarded, usually at some
distance from the original lay and
invariably in the opposite direction
from the intended hole.

Stones are another hazard. Itis
possible, with an unlucky deflec-
tion, to drive off towards the first
hole and end up behind the tee.

Relations with the locals are
generally cordial, though occasion-
ally requests have to be made for

people not to ride motor cycles on
the browns. There’s not much they
can do about the goats who wander
freely at will so the removal of
hoof tracks in the sand is one of
the inevitable chores of a round of
golf.

As with all sports introduced to
the Sultanate the encouragement
of local people to participate is an
important factor. Hidden Valley
now has several Omani members
who, if they take up golf seriously,
will at least have plenty of good
bunker practice behind them even
if they are less experienced on the
greens.

SOLDIER’S DougPratt in front of
acamera forachange — trying an
astra turt tee
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Robert Higson looks at the issues

|F YOU are serving with BAOR and may soon feel a large

‘hole in your pocket where a lump of LOA (local overseas
allowance) used to be, then blame the West Germans.

It has been their greater success in holding down inflation

which has made it comparatively cheaper to live in the Federal

Republic. That, at any rate, is the theory behind the recent reduc-

tion of LOA paid to British Servicemen and women in Germany.

A spokesman for PS 10b (Army)
made the point that LOA had been
introduced to Germany in the
1960s when a surge of rising prices
had for once made it cheaper to
live in Britain.

For some time after the war the
German cost of living was very
much lower, but as the economy
picked up from the devastation of
the war, prices rose and LOA was
deemed necessary to supplement
the Serviceman’s customary stan-
dard of living.

The same principle still applies.
Ideally there should be no financial
penalty for serving abroad. But in
order for LOA to be calculated,
reasonable standards have to be

The German shops are enticing —
but the purse is a problem

A plea from Anne 'A'rmsirong i

LET’S REVIEW THE
SHOPPING LIST

ON HEARING of the cuts in
LOA | am obliged to plead the
case forthose serving in BAOR,
and this in the month when the
Armed Forces Pay Review
Body is due to present its
findings.

The £17,000,000 savings in
LOA cuts for 65,000 troops in
Germany may bring applause
in some quarters because the
LOA shopping listis becoming
level with the cost of living in
UK for both single and married
personnel.

Does this mean that perhaps
one should review the shop-
ping list? Should not insurance,
housing, feeding/clothing
school leavers, education com-
mitments and DHSS benefits
be considered?

Certainly, holidays, leisure
activities, cigarettes and drink
may be important, but are they
as important as the others |
have mentioned? These items
do not affect everyone but
could be considered more
importanrt, especially when the
current policy is to advise that
drink and cigarettes are not
good for your health.

| don't believe the LOA
shopping list is fully compre-
hensive. Yet where is the
money to be found to enable
Servicemen and women, mar-
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ried or single, to fulfil their
financial commitments, which
have changed since the LOA
list was drawn up so thatitdoes
not take account of the 1985
Serviceman’s commitments?

Neither the LOA team nor
the AFPRB is able to consider
ALL these points because it is
notin their terms of reference.
In particular DHSS benefits
cannot be considered on the
LOA or AFPRB shopping list.
However, the financial loss of
entitlement of DHSS benefits
is in my view horrific.

The first LOA list was put
together in the late 1960s and
has now grown to 33 items, the
latest addition being bank
charges.

Looking at the list | fail to
understand why insurance,
school leavers remaining at
home, education commitments,
civilian housing and DHSS,
benefits cannot be added. Are
they not as important as
laundry, toys, stationery?

| would hazard a guess that
these items play a considerable
partina married man’s budget.
So why are they not on the list?
How can an overall pictureofa
married man’s budget be
assessed without them?

MoD reviews and those with
the Department of Health and

Social Security are continually
undertaken. But as yet we do
not know why these items are
not allowed to be added if LOA
is in the true sense to be the
difference in expense when
living overseas. We still await
the government's DHSS re-
views; the findings may well
affect Service families overseas.

To dismiss a 16+ year old as
non-existent is unbelievable. |
can understand 18+ but where
in UK is a 16+ not dependent
on family? If not, the State
provides, yet this sort of
consideration is not taken into
account.

Just a brief mention on where
the married man stands when
he is detached to serve his
country in the Falklands. A
married corporal loses £1.48a
day.

Do his financial commit-
ments on TV, video, running
costs on a car, stationery,
postage, telephone charges,
mess subs, bank charges etc
cease when he leaves the
matrimonial homein Germany?

Home tel: Camberley 29653

I CAN give you examples appli-
cable to a number of DHSS
benefits, the main one being the
unemployment benefir (UB) for
wives paying Class I contributions
in UK and Germany.

The present position is that
eligible wives lose UB for nine
months. Total loss £1,026.

If the adjudicating officers
dismiss claims by soldiers’ wives
on the grounds that they left their
job voluntarily and without just
cause, a further six weeks is denied.
Total loss £171.

This disallowance then means

that because the six weeks finish
after the wives departures to
Germany, they must sign on
between four weeks and four days
before leaving. A UB claim must
be established in UK prior to
departure, as stated under EEC
rules (four days applies to Service
wives only).

They then lose the remaining
six weeks of the three months
allowed under EEC regulations.
UK UB claim disallowed

six weeks Loss £171.00
EEC claim disallowed

six weeks Loss £171.00
Nine months plusLoss £1,026.00
Therefore one year’s UB

Total Loss £1,368.00

Is this just?

On top of this if a wife does not
have children of school age she is
not covered by Home Responsibiliry
Credits for the outstanding nine
months or 12 months.

Instead she must pay voluntary
contributions at £3.50 a week to
keep her state pension intact.
Nine months £126.00

or

Twelve months £182.00




German success hits Rhine Army

set for what constitutes customary
expectations.

The LOA committee does this
by conducting extensive surveys
of what it calls its marker ranks —
single and married captains and
corporals. In the UK and in all
theatres of operation abroad they
are questioned about a whole range
of personal and domestic expen-
diture.

From these answers they work
out the standards for commissioned
and non-commissioned ranks,
married and unmarried men.

In addition each part of the
world in which more than 20
British Servicemen are stationed
gets a visit from a review team
every three years.

This consists of representatives
of the Services who have people in
the Command, men from the
Treasury, representatives from the
Service finance branches, and a
team chairman from Personnel &
Logistics (Service Personnel and

Pay) and Pensions.

The team always gets a briefing
from the Command itself when it
arrives in a particular area. And
when it eventually goes out into
the field, so to speak, to check on
prices and meet Servicemen in the
marker ranks, it is accompanied
by Command representatives.

“The items in the budget are
looked at basically from where the
Serviceman purchases — the
NAAFI and local shops,” the
spokesman for PS 10 b explained.
“And we try as far as possible to
find an item which can be
compared directly with that which
can be purchased in the UK. For
confectionery, obviously, we would
look at the same brand names. But
specialised items like snow boots,
that sort of thing, are priced on a
local basis.

“Before we go out the Command
is well aware that the review is
going to take place. They are
advised to produce an accurate

answer to the survey, which
generally they do.”

For the purposes of establishing
the spending habits of British
Servicemen the surveys and the
price reviews are concentrated in
33 budget items: 1 Food at home
(a whole range of groceries from
liver to lettuce, from sausages to
soya beans). 2 Food in the mess. 3
Clothing. 4 Cigarettes. 5 Confec-
tionery. 6 Household and cleaning
materials. 7 Toiletries. 8 Laundry.
9 Dry cleaning. 10 Hairdressing.
11 Car, purchase, hire and running
costs. 12 Public transport. 13 & 14
Stationery and postage. 15 Tele-
phone. 16 Toys. 17 Newspapers
magazines and books. 18 TV/video.
19 Records and tapes. 20 Enter-
taining at home. 21 Cost of eating
out. 22 Cost of going dancing. 23
Drinks at home — alcoholic and
mineral. 24 Drinking out. 25
Drinks in mess. 26 Cinema and
spectator sports. 27 Rates for baby
sitters. 28 Sports equipment and

clothing. 29 Holidays. 30 Mess
subscriptions. 31 Mess functions.
32 Living out supplement (for extra
charges like having to hire guards
as is the case in some Middle East
countries). 33 Bank charges.

The budget gets down to some
pretty fine detail — based on
averages of surveys from the
marker ranks.

For example, single soldiers have
18 haircuts a year — the married
man only 12, but his wife has her
hair shampood and set four times,
and washed, cut and blow dried
four times, and each child has
his/her hair cut six times.

The officer’s average car is a
four years old Ford Cortina 1600.
The corporal has the same but his
is two years older.

And so it goes on. It may not
completely mollify those who are
at present suffering LOA with-
drawal symptoms, but it presents
a fascinating statistical picture of
the Army.

Total loss UB and vol cont
for nine months £1,152.00
Total loss UB and vol cont
for 12 months £1,550.00
Is this just?
If a dependent wife, having been

employed by the British in -

Germany, loses her job for some
reason, she is not even eligible to
claim Unemployment Benefit
though she has paid Class I con-
tributions for the requisite period,
and there is no reciprocal agree-
ment for such cases.

Therefore there is an immediate
total loss of one or more weeks at
£28.50 a week.

Materniry Pay is not paid even
if the same employee pays mater-
nity pay in UK.

Redundancy Pay. DHSS leaflet
NI 23 Dec 84 states ““You may be
© able to get redundancy payment
from your employer if you are over
18 and under 65 (women 60 years)
and have worked for an employer
for at least two years continuously
since 18. These rules do not
apparently apply in Germany even
though the same employer pays
redundancy to his employees in
UK.

Another family benefit not paid
by DHSS to Service families is
Family Income Supplement (FIS).
FIS is paid out of the Defence
budget for the 52 weeks a family is
eligible.

However, the anomaly is that
these families automatically lose
about £ 144 on the exchange value
of the weekly milk tokens. Naafi
has offered to issue the milk and
collect the tokens but at present
there is no system to enable Naafi
to be reimbursed. Where is the
justice in this?

The OTHER
problems for
the married men

Severe Disablement Allowance.
No claim can be made by a
Serviceman’s wife from Germany
(or anywhere overseas). I still await
the Minister’s reply about this
anomaly.

Loss £21.50 a week.
Total loss £1,118.00 a year.

We now turn to the school
leavers of Servicemen stationed in
Germany. As far as LOA and
DHSS are concerned children DO
NOT EXIST once they have left
school.

DHSS claims for Supplementary
Benefit cannot be made in Germany
as Supplementary Benefit is not
an exportable benefit.

These school leavers are not even
automatically granted a National
Insurance number. They have no
vote at 18 years; they are
disenfranchised.

Supplementary Benefit entitle-
ment for one 16-year-old in 12
months £899.60.

Total loss £899.60
one 18+ Total loss £1,167.40

It may be that Supplementary
Benefit will be changed as a result
of the DHSS reviews. If this is so,
then I sincerely hope that consider-
ation will be given to this group
who are living with their parents
in Germany. YTS places are

available in Germany but are
limited in scope compared with
UK. Apprentice places are non-
existent; all these add to the
financial burden of keeping a 16-
year-old school leaver at home, a
normal and accepted thing in UK.
Stretching LOA to cover school
leavers living at home is a financial
worry for any parent.
Accommodation: from 29 April
another cut could have drastic
repercussions on a Serviceman'’s

* dependant of 16+ looking for work

in UK. The right to claim boarding
and lodging allowance for more
than two to eight weeks after the
maximum eight will cease. The
16+ will only receive supple-
mentary benefit. -

So for such dependants the only
alternative is to live on £17.50 or
£22.45, or find the money to return
home to Germany and have
nothing .. .only to find the money
to travel again to UK to look for
work.

Which means two weeks to find
ajob at a seaside town, four weeks
in most other places, eight weeks
in big cities. Doubly hard when
you may not have recently lived in
UK.

So from 29 April these new rules
will apply to the Departments of

_—
Employment Travel to Work
Areas. The minimum allowance
will be £45.00 a week, the
maximum £70.000 a week plus a
personal expenses allowance.

Further Education after A-levels,
be it at a college or university, also
calls for an extra commitment in
comparison with UK parents.

Problems arise in requests for
grants, travel, and accommodation.
Grant applications run into trouble
when parents and children have
not been resident in the UK within
the last three years, and is even
more difficult when you have been
away for more than seven years.

This mainly applies to discre-
tionary grants where help with
travel to and from UK is a major
financial burden, especially when
taking interviews in UK.

Can you appeal "against the
judgments to the DHSS and DES
if you do not agree with the findings
from Germany?

Take the DHSS appeal pro-
cedure. Such helpful DHSS
leaflets as How To Appeal do not
apply in Germany. There is
recompense for loss of wages or
travel to UK, se taking a case to
tribunal as a Service dependant
means an immediate disadvantage.

And just to round off the
financial drain, lerring your house
under case 20 still leads to finding
considerable finance to cover
expenses such as hotel accom-
modation, quarter charges, removal
expenses, solicitors, court case fees,
when the tenant will not move out
immediately on the day you require
your home.

All this may have no bearing on
LOA, but it certainly does on a
married man’s pocket.
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Off duty.

Make the most of your time off duty with one of the exciting new
range of Volkswagen cars.

By buying duty free from us, you can make a tidy saving on the
superb new Golf, the new look Jetta, the new Passat range orany
other Volkswagen model.

Every one of these models has already captured the
imagination of cost and style conscious drivers, the world over.

If you're a member of the British Forces with an overseas
posting, or a NATO Serviceman, you are eligible for our tax free
experience, which will save you hundreds o?pounds.

Whichever model is right for you, our Personal Export
consultant is ready to answer all your enquiries. We'll take over
the paperwork and arrange for customs clearande, registration,
insurance and even shipping.

You can benefit from huge tax savings on any of our wide range
of Volkswagen models. Equally attractive savings can be enjoyed
when you choose from the Audi range. All vehicles are available
with either left or right hand drive and many conform to U.S.
specifications.

In addition to your substantial tax saving, we can arrange
finance to make your =
purchase even easier. ;

Wherever you drive,
you'llbe supported by the
world's finest back-up

service. T
Tofindoutmore,callus ~ Personal Export Sales
on01-486 8411, st e oot T

Orjust clip the coupon. \ mehxmexmce' )

________________________

' g

Du free.

Audi Volkswagen
Personal Export Sales
V.AG (United Kingdom) Limited

59/85

95 Baker Street, London W1M 1FB.

Name

Rank

Address

Unit/Regt.

Military Tel No.

Ex

Approx. Delivery Date

Car of interest

Do you require finance?

Yes[ | No
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10th Gurkha Rifles — voIIeybuII chumplons

10 Princess Mary’s Own
Gurkha Rifles became the UK
volleyball champions in a
thrilling final with 8 Signal
Regiment.

On the previous day eight
teams from all over the UK
had taken part in a fiercely
contested tournament, and by
the start of day two, The
Queen’s Own Hussars, 17
Training Regiment and Depot
RA, 8 Signal Regiment and 10
Gurkha Rifles had emerged as
the semi-finalists.

The third place play-off went to
17 Training Regiment in an
exciting match, but if that was
exciting, words are insufficient to
describe the final between 10
Gurkha Rifles and 8 Signal
Regiment.

AT BAOR’S International
Invitation Epee Tournament
the battling Belgians caused a
champion upset when they
toppled the favourites — the
exceptionally experienced Ger-
man pentathlon team — beat-
ing them into a surprising
second place in a tournament
packed with dashing action and
some remarkably subtle play.
It was a knife-edge contest which
had its close parallel in the ding-
dong battle for third with the
British Army squad just pipping
Royal Air Force Germany by the
slimmest of margins. Finishing
fourth overall was a highly
creditable performance for the
young enthusiastic RAF team.
Hot favourites, West Germany’s
crack pentathlon squad, des-
perately tried to dominate both
team and individual events but the
battling Belgians were in no mind
to ease their passage to the top.
And while the Britons didn’t
expect to call the tune in face of
such stiff opposition they doggedly
strove with some ace moves and
fearless challenges to clinch a
worthwhile performance with im-
pressive help from a couple of their
youngest duellists.
They were Sapper Nigel Harris
and Lance Corporal Chris Lloyd,

It was nip and tuck all the way
with first one team then the other
gaining the advantage.

Finally, in the fifth and final
set, 10 Gurkha Rifles edged ahead
to become worthy winners.

In the picture (right) Sharon
Limbu (Capt 10 Gurkha Regi-
ment) looks on anxiously as a
Gurkha attack is successfully
blocked by 8 Signal Regiment
defence, under the ever watchful
eye of the first official C/Sgt
Gordon Neale RG] the Army
volleyball association coach and
captain.

STOP PRESS: 10 Gurkha
Rifles continued their winning
streak during a successful tour of
BAOR. By beating 9th/12th Royal
Lancers they added the title of
Army volleyball champions.

fencing upset

two young blades from 25 Engineer
Regiment at Osnabriick carving
quite a reputation with their
swordsmanship. Finishing in 13th
overall position, mid-point on the
match players table, Harris will be
well worth a second look in future
bouts. Despite shaky spells against
fierce opponents L/Cpl Lloyd did
well to finish 21st overall.

But the top BAOR fencer who
put sparkle in his own side and
gave his opponents a taste of his
first rate finishing skill was former
British national player Major
Laurence Burr RAOC, from 6
Ordnance Battalion, Giitersloh.

Although the pace of play
throughout was performed at a
blistering rate it was the un-
shakeable mental tension that
proved most tiring of all as Major
Burr explained: “Fencing is a sport
that not just heavily taxes the brain.
It’s more, it’s like playing high-
speed chess with a competitor who
threatens to keep you out of the
match. It’s tough but exhilarating.”

His leadership gave added
confidence to all his team-mates
including Lance Corporal of Horse
Steve Bryson, Blues and Royals,
and Staff Sergeant Andy Fox, 27
Field Regiment RA, another

BAOR pair who put on a particu-
larly stylish show.

Skills on show at Sennelager
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Brecon men show marathon pride |

Getting accepted for the Lon-
don Marathon, one of the most
prestigious events on the inter-
national marathon calendar,
is quite a feat in itself and to
finish the course is an even
greater achievement.

Four soldiers from the NCO’s
Tactical Wing, Dering Lines,
Brecon, managed to do both.

The first over the finishing line
was Colour Sergeant Mac French
of 3rd Battalion The Parachute
Regiment whose time was 2 hours
18 minutes giving him 35th
position. He was followed by Staff
Sergeant Ray Butters of the Army
Physical Training Corps — 2 hours
23 minutes finishing in 100th place.
Both Colour Sergeant French and
Staff Butters ran for the Army team
in the London Marathon. Third
home from Dering Lines was
Captain Steve Crowsley of 1/7
Gurkhas finishing in 2 hours 31

The Marathon men from left: Staff Sergeant Ray Butters, Colour

Sergeant Mac French, Captain Steve Crowsley,

Gobind-Rai

minutes, 315 position. Following
was Corporal Gobind-Rai of 10
Ghurka Rifles. He actually is the
Gurkha champion in this event
and is a very popular figure at
Dering Lines, he took 2 hours 32
minutes, finishing around about
400th place. Obviously with 16,000
plus entered in the Marathon,
Dering Lines. He took 2 hours 32
of these four athletes.

“Dering Lines has always had a
strong nucleus of athletes™ says
Staff Butters, the physical training
instructor at Dering Lines. But
you have to admire these men, who
have had to carry on with their
normal soldiering duties and fit
their marathon training in where
and when time allowed, but
obviously Lieutenant Colonel
Smythe, the Commanding Officer
of Dering Lines has been marvel-
lous in supporting us in every way
possible™.

Corporal




End of
30-year
‘famine’

AFTER 30 years it took a
talented but little known side
with a lot of very new players
to win the inter services
women’s hockey title for the
Army.

In 1973 the Army shared the
championship with the Navy,
but since then it has not been
considered a serious threat by
the other two Services.

For this year’s competition a lot
of attention went into trawling the
WRAC for new talent. And instead
of being formed just a few weeks
before the championship, the inter
service squad has been playing
together since last October.

New faces appearing this time -

included Private Phyl Mattinson,
who represented England under
21, Private Roly Lincoln, who has
played for East Anglian County
and Lieutenant Lucy Forsyth, an
Ireland junior and Northumber-
land County representative.

The serious approach to prep-
aration for the championship
games involved watching videos

_ A near miss for the Navy: Private Phyl Mattinson flicks the ball past the post while Army players Sergeant

Delyth Gough (left) and WO1 Sue Taylor look on

of relevant matches prepared by
the team coach WO2 Paddy Kelly,
of 7 RHA. These included the
Navy’s 2-1 victory over the RAF
and then the Air Force’s 1-0 defeat
of the Army (a dubiously awarded
penalty corner in the final moments
settled the issue on that occasion).

But when the Army took on last
year’s winners the Navy, a penalty

BUT SOCCER MEN
GET WOODEN SPOON

In the Inter Service football
championship, the Army fin-
ished wooden spoonists for the
second year in succession.

Their miserable run was
continued when they were
beaten, at Aldershot, the Royal
Air Force scoring the only goal
of the match.

With a little luck, the result
- might easily have been very
different although, to be fair,
the RAF were the better side.

Army threatened quickly and
Bob Sharpe almost scored in the
classical off-side trap.

Only some sharp defending by
John Toogood, in the RAF goal,
foiled him.

The RAF enjoyed the better of
the early exchanges and resolute
defending kept the Army’s line
intact. Yet, it was the Army who
almost went ahead.

A clash of heads between Kevin
Parkins and Sammy Leonce re-
sulted in the coloured RAF striker
Leonce being side-lined for the
last 10 minutes of the opening half.
Edwards went close for the Army

when he carved out a chance for
himself but shot just over.

The first real scoring chance of
the second half fell to the Army,
when Gary Gay cleverly slipped
his marking defender and shot on
the turn. Only a brilliant one-
handed save deprived him of what
would have been a remarkable goal.

Ten minutes later, the RAF got
that vital goal. From a corner kick
on the right, Graeme Hurn drove
the ball high and deep and Dave
McDermott powered the ball home
with his head — it was the perfect
strike.

Try as they did, the Army never
recovered from this blow.

McGregor tested Toogood with
a fine overhead shot that appeared
to be dipping under the crossbar,
and, just before the end, Skipper
Sandy Brown, foraging on the
Army left, gave Brian Williams a
ball in the open. Williams let fly
and Toogood was only able to tip
the ball on to the cross-bar. The
ball rebounded and McGregor, in
full flight, headed over the bar from
close in.

awarded after 10 minutes and
neatly flicked into the goal by
Lieutenant Forsyth, and a shot
firmly driven into the back of the
Navy net by Private Walton from
a goal mouth melee, ensured
victory, 2-0.

The Navy fought back with great
determination but the Army team
captained brilliantly by Lieutenant

Warrant Officer 1 (SMI) Eddie
Green, who was Army soccer coach
in the late 1970s is to take up the
post again in June. Green, who is
currently staioned in Germany at
Sennelager, succeeds QMSI Alfie
Coulton, who has now left the
Army after landing a plum post as
an FA regional coaching director.

Although the Combined Ser-
vices will play their Kentish Cup
matches against the Belgians and
the French at Aldershot the
running of the squad will pass out
of Army hands for the first time
ever next season.

Succeeding Coulton will be
Lieutenant-Commander Chris
Brady, Royal Navy, who is
currently based at Greenwich. It
is not known where Kentish Cup
training will take place next season.

* * *

Having lost both matches in the
Inter Services competition, and
surrendered the Kentish Cup to
the French following two gallant
single goal defeat, the Army looked
to the South West Counties
Championships as one area where
tangible success could be achieved
for the current season.

Forsyth from the centre-half
position, held on to win not only
the match but also the champion-
ship on goal difference.

One spectator who observed the
result with some emotion was
Major Myrtle Maclaggan who
scored the winning goal the last
time the Army became inter service
hockey champions in 1955.

A victory against Hampshire
(then the current Group A leaders)
promised well. In very taxing
conditions (it was pouring with
rain throughout) both sides played
an entertaining game which saw
the Army emerge victorious 2-1
with goals from Lance Corporal
Brian Williams, RCT, and Lance
Cororal Billy Freear, Royal Signals.

But a later defeat 2-1 by Sussex
put all hopes of qualifying for the
South West championship finals
on the match at Tiverton against
Devon. Here all was even until the
closing minutes when the home
side scored the deciding goal off a
penalty awarded against Corporal
Kevin Parkins and the Army’s«
hopes were dashed 2-1.

* * *

Army champions lst Battalion,
The King’s Regiment, had a real
battle on their hands when they
opened their Jubilee Cup pro-
gramme against Commando
Training Centre, Royal Marines,
at Lympstone. With at least six
Combined Services or Royal Navy
players, CTCRM won the match
3-1, but never broke the spirit of
the Kingsmen.
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WEAR YOUR BADGE
WITH PRIDE

special SOLDIER Offer

HERE’S a great offer from
SOLDIER early in its 40th
anniversary year.

SOLDIER has linked with one
of its advertisers, Symbol Sweaters,
to make readers a pullover offer
that you won’t be able to refuse.

Symbol Sweaters are producing
a range of garments in lambswool
or acrylic material, in many

different sizes and colours,
embroidered with the Army badge
(see illustration).

Pullovers are available to indi-
vidual customers — at a price
which would normally only be
available for bulk orders. Lambs-
wool pullovers, for example, cost
only £14.78 including VAT. Super
acrylic pullovers will cost £9.14

P e ————— — — — — — —— — —

Lambswool or Super Acrylic .....
ECOIE fonrcceitinsvabovsisonssonsaasonss
R r o

Order Form |

Please send me the following pullover:

| attach cheque/postal order (delete whichever is inapplicable to
thevalue OF%.......comsisomines (£14.78 for lambswool, £9.14 for super |
acrylic, including VAT plus £1 postage and packing). |

Address:

IR S et

|
I
|
|
|
|
I
| Name:
I
I
I
|
I
[

ciiasimoe i LRI (block capitals) |

— e ———— e — — —— — — — — — —

.including VAT. These prices are

normally available only if 100 or
more garments are ordered at the
same time.

The classic V-neck pullovers
come in sizes 34 inch, 36, 38. 40,
42,44 and 46 inches, and in either
Navy blue, wine, camel, bottle
green, red, black and light blue
and they are suitable for either
men Or women.

To take advantage of this special
offer, just fill in the order coupon
(a photocopy will be acceptable if
you do wish to cut your magazine)

and send to Symbol Sweaters Ltd,
Church Lane, Galston, Ayrshire.
Make sure your name and address
are clearly printed so that the
coupon can be used as a label for
the return of the sweater.

The offer is strictly cash with
order, and £1 must be added to
the price to cover postage and
packing.

Please allow 28 days for delivery,
and longer if you live overseas. If
more than one garment is required,
complete a separate order form for
each garment.

Our humorous designs are screen-printed in 3 or 4 colours on top
quality grey T/Shirts and Sweatshirts. All Prints are Chest Prints.
With superb detail. A must for any wardrobe! ,
Don’t get naked — get a T/Shirt,

£4-75

By ordering only §2 Custom Graffiti
Shirts any mix of designs — we will ?‘.

of the Shirts — FREE.

? print your slogan or badge on the back

=T

Name Address

* PRINTED GARMENTS GREY ONLV_O

Order form 1o Custom  Graftiti
Etioe Road. Leyton London EIO 7BT

" Day Tel

Unit 4, Leyton Business Centre
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Your Cap
Badge

No. 79

ARMY PHYSICAL
TRAINING CORPS

IN 1860 Major F Hammersley,
together with 12 specially
selected NCOs drawn from
various units, went to Oxford
University to spend six months
on a course at the gymnastic
school presided over by Mr
McLaren,

In that gymnasium, much
patronised by the Oxford Uni-
versity Rifle Volunteers and
other undergraduates, the
Army Gymnastic Staff was
founded.

On completion of the course
in April 1861 Major Ham-
mersley was offered and

accepted the post of Super-}

intendent,

It is notable that Major
Hammersley was responsible
forthe corps motto 'Mens Sana
in Corpore Sano’ (a fit mind in
afit body) and that he became
the first Chairman of the
Amateur Athletic Board.

The initial school was set up
in Aldershot, still the head-
quarters of this specialist corps,
being quickly followed by
others at various military
centres throughout the UK.

Ideas regarding the value of
pure gymnastics underwent
modifications for in 1890
boxing and fencing became
popular, instructors were
trained in the use of the sabre
and during World War 1
bayonet fighting was intro-
duced until October 1918.

The title of the corps under-
went a number of changes
reflecting its role but settled
down to be the Army Physical
Training Staff until 16 Sep-
tember 1940 when the present
title was adopted and the corps
greatly expanded, in response
to the increased demands.

Their first Colonel Com-
mandant, a great advocate of
physical fitness, was Field
Marshal The Viscount Mont-
gomery of Alamein.

The current head-dress
badge shown here is described

as two crossed'swords hilts'
in silver plate,
surmounted by the St Edward's

downwards,

crown in gilt.
This pattern is worn by

officers, the soldiers wear the

badge
material.

The crossed swords have
been the badge since the 1860 s
but the exact date of adoption
quoting the relevant document,
cannot be traced.

The device formed the centre
of the shako plate and later
continued as the centre part of
the helmet plate adopted in
1878.

Anembroidered badge worn

in anodised silver

_'on the peaked cap by officafs
--andsemorNCOsdwiatadfrom :

the swords were cruc’lform

rather than the knuckle-bow

hilt that had featured in the
earlier patterns and which

continued to be evident in the L
patterns that have been worn

since the beginning of the reign
of Edward VII. '

Until 1940 the cap badge for '.

the soldier had been in gilding
metal but has now changed to
white metal. -
On 26 October 1954 the
current pattern bearing the St
Edwards crown was Sealed.
HUGH L KING

Please post to:
Lower Farnham Road

Tel: Aldershot 24401
Rank

Baker Aldershot Export Sales
Aldershot, Hants GU12 4DY

Name

Address

Mil. Phone No.

Ext.

Posting Date

Vauxhall model

Please rush me information on:

Ford model

For use in:
W. Germany
W. Berlin
Holland
Baeigium
France

italy
Portugal
Norway
Other, State

ggoogogooao

|
I
I
I
I
I
|
|
| Home No.
g
I
I
I
I
|
|
|
|

l
|
I
I
l
|
|
|
|
I
I
|
I

| or Ford.

| Don't delay contact
| Bakers to-day!! It could save you
axamore than you think!!!

Baker Aldershot EX

Lower Farnham Road, Aldershot, Hants GU12 4DY Tel: (0252) 317364

“Tod
L‘ama;?rozy anyw

Llovlel Tt as easyas that,

The Professionals for Professionals.

If you are posted
overseas and are
interested in taking a “_a:
| tax-free Vauxhall

Aldlershot
ltere?n Me

41




Got something to say, a peint to
make or a story to tell? This is
your page to exchange your news,
views, comments and opinions. All
we ask is that you keep it brief and
include your full name and address
although not necessarily for pub-
lication. Write: Mail Drop,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

b B
SHACKLETON

| ™
I read with interest the article on page
42 (SOLDIER 25 March) of the RG]
retracting Ernest Shackleton’s South
Georgia traverse, and noted an error
in the caption beneath the photograph
of Captain Morgan-Grenville.

The cross shown is a memorial to
Shackleton and is positioned on a small
headland to the West of Shackleton
House, the old BAS base.

Shackleton’s grave is in the small
graveyard beyond the whaling station
at Grytviken about two miles away. I
well remember cleaning the headstone
and grave area after retracing his land
route in 1964, — Major (retd) T |
Lynch, 12 Glen Iris Avenue,

Canterbury.

With the passing of winter and the
arrival of warmer weather, the unsus-
pecting ‘squaddie’ is about to have
thrust upon him (yet again) the ordeal
of having to appear normal to an equally
unsuspecting civil population.

As regards this situation, we are
prepared to enter into debate, via your
columns, upon the following:

We propose that an initial issue be
made to all ranks below WO2 of a
handbell, this is to be used in
conjunction with shirts combat.

We would point out that this device
would serve as a warning to the civil
population that they are about to en-

MAIL DROP

counter a sweating, irritated and totally
frustrated bearer of the Queen’s Shil-
ling (5p)!

This summer, no longer would
people be taken by surprise. They
would recognise at a distance the
wretched creature who clothing regu-
lations dictate, must be clad in shirts
combat.

This creates such a purgatory for
the wearer that it reduces efficiency,
morale and comfort to the point where
the actual (rather the required) work
output is minimal.

We conclude that this unnecessary
suffering of the spirit, and its inherent
re 'uction of efficiency within the Army,
sLould be rectified post haste. Mean-
while the implimentation of our
proposal could boost public relations.
— Bdr S V Smith, Bdr R W
Humphries, 1 Bty (The Blazers)
RA, 14 Fd Regt RA, Royal School
of Artillery, Larkhill, Salisbury,
SP4 8QT.

SINAI MEDAL

I am writing about your splendid
articles on the MFO Sinai. I was in the
second contingent, and wish to correct
some slight slips about the medal.

The MoD Spokesman was not
correct about the presentation. The
Force Commander presents the medals
on behalf of the Director General in
Rome. He is the political head.

As for saying that we may keep the
medal as a souvenir, does he think we
have been on a package holiday? Your
articles disprove that.

Unlike the UN the MFO is not
recognised as a State, yet it is being as
aresult of three Heads of State, namely
those of USA, Israel and Egypt.

It is ironic that the lads in UNFICYP
get a medal because it is the UN, and
for doing exactly the same type of job
that we are doing in the Sinai. — Major
P W King, R Anglian, GLO, IX
Sqn, RAF Honington, Bury St
Edmunds, Suffolk, IP31 1EE.

S0 HAPPY

I was happy to see in SOLDIER 25
February an item about 8th Infantry
Brigade Signals, happier still to know
they are around and not put down along
with the ‘Ironsides’.

I should have known they would be
picked for a role in Northern Ireland;
they had a few sticky ones in their past.

Please send me
l enclose £

I Name
| Address

%; e e xy Stepal Trading,

e s York House,
R 22 Frederick
A2 Street,

" BIRMINGHAM,
B1 3HE.

2 pairs elastics (= 1 card) for £1.50 incl. p & p.
Reductions on orders of 36+ cards, write for details.

pairs of elastics for which |

|

|

: |
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After Dunkirk where 7 Brigade was
lost, the personnel left in ‘J* Section
Royal Signals 8 Brigade, numbered
less than two dozen. A few of the NCO
operators had served since World War
1, and one orderly had fought in the
Spanish Civil War.

Up to 1943 they were stationed at
‘Hell Fire Corner’ where 8 Brigade
was the senior military presence for
the Dover area. The Signal Section
and Signal Office were located at
Shorncliffe Barracks which was sub-
jected to almost daily attention by the
Luftwaffe and the cross channel
artillery from Cap Gris Nez.

The threat of German invasion
having receded, the Brigade itself was
sent to Inverary and the Moray Firth
for invasion training, and on 6 June
1944 two three-man detachments of
‘I’ Section landed with the assault
infantry on Sword Beach.

From there the section provided the
communications for the Brigade across
Europe to Bremen losing more than
half the 64-strong section in the 11
month campaign.

Christmas 1945 saw the section
perched on the summit of Mount
Carmel in Palestine where all their
bivouacs blew away in a storm that did
considerable damage to equipment.

The Brigade was controlling the
numbers of immigrants arriving in
Palestine and the Signal Section had
36 outstations working back to its GCV
wireless HQ, ships of the Royal Navy
operating in the Med and RAF stations
as spotters along the coast.

The section, enjoying a sun drenched
furlough in Sinai and along the Suez,
cheered to the echo the aircraft carrier
HMS Theseus as she brought through
the Suez Canal in 1946 thousands of
Far Eastern POW's bound for Blighty.

I think she was the largest ship ever
to pass thro’ the canal. Her draught
alone took all the water, and left none
behind her for a 100 yards or more.

Moascar Garrison, Qassasin, Tahag,
and Tel el Kebir gave the Section its
chance to get its knees brown while
keeping the peace in the Middle East.

There my small resume of history of
a section of Royal Signals which I once
knew as ‘home’ and which has grown
in stature as I grow older, must end.
Thank God for the British Army and
8th Infantry Brigade Signals. — Ralph
Howell, 87 Wesley Avenue, West-
field, Radstock, Bath.

FORGOTTEN?

Another British Army magazine which
now may be forgotten by many was
AIM, the Army Illustrated Magazine,
which was first printed in July 1943, a
couple of years before SOLDIER
appeared.

This product of GHQ Cairo was
edited by Captain Alan Jenkins and
printed by the Printing and Stationery
Services, MEF.

It was to bring the latest information
to the soldier and used in the Middle
East Training Establishments. As much
of the information was restricted, this
two-colour magazine was ‘not to be
taken into the field’.

It continued in production after the
Armistice but when the conflict left
the Middle East, the editorial staff were
encouraged to think that they would

move to Europe to produce a new
publication, but obviously the staff ‘on
the ground’ did that so AIM faded
— W Y Carman FSA FR Hist 8§,
94 Mulgrave Road, Sutton, Surrey
(once Assistant Editor AIM).

MEMORIAL?

During a Remembrance Day Service
held in Down Ampney church a year
last November, Colonel ‘Dickie’ Lons-
dale and his wife were guests of the Air
Despatch Regiment. -

When Col Lonsdale and his wife
saw our Airborne and RAF Transport
Command Memorial window they
expressed the thought that it would be
most appropriate to install a similar
type of window in Qosterbeek church
where Lonsdale Force fought a very
courageous holding battle, the success
of which against overwhelming odds,
enabled the remaining Airborne from
Operation Market Garden to evacuate
over the Rhine.

Having successfully completed the
window at Down Ampney, Col
Lonsdale and his wife asked me if I
would investigate the possibility of
installing a window in Qosterbeek and
I agreed. ;

I approached the authorities of
Oosterbeek Church and they enthu-
siastically agreed. The company who
designed and installed our window,
Goddard and Gibbs, agreed to make
the window and asked for a proposed
design.

I drew up a sketch which depicted
Col Lonsdale addressing the troops
from the pulpit of the battered church
and below the cap badges of the
Lonsdale Force, comprising the 1, 3,
10, 11 Para, South Staffs, Freddie
Gough’s Reconnaissance Group, the
Glider Pilot Regt, the Royal Artillery
and the 21st Indep Coy.

We hope to have the window made
and installed for dedication next
‘September and we hope to raise the
cost of the window (est £3,500) as soon
as possible, and to this end we would
be most grateful if your readers would
like to assist,

Being familiar with the strong sense
of fraternity which exists with the
Airborne Forces, questions may be
asked about my involvement and I’'m
afraid my participation in the operations
was only slight, as an LAC mechanicon
271 Squadron Dakotas of Transport
Command.

Qur squadron dropped the Canadian
Paratroops at Normandy; among our
pilots at Arnhem were Flight Lt David
Lord who won the Victoria Cross
posthumously on a resupply r':eissibn,
and ‘Professor’ [immy Edwards, also
shot down on a resupply mission..

Finally we participated in the
Crossing of the Rhine operation.
Between all of these Airborne oper-
ations we brought back over 50,000
casualties with our casualty air evacu-
ation flights. ¥

Because of this fringe involvement, I
therefore feel very privileged to be
to assist in marking for posterity t
courage of the Lonsdale Force and he
that you can give us your support.

A bank account has been opened
Barclays, Fletchamstead High
Coventry, account no. 21295004, w
Colonel Lonsdale and myself
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trustees. — Alan Hartley, 19 Staver-
ton Close, Mount Nod, Coventry,
CV5 7LF.

ng“ fi‘w

Having just taken up the post of 325
Enginieer Park (Northern Ireland)
Warrant Officer, I find that one of my
many responsibilities is that of unit
historical officer.

This is a fairly new concept within
the Park and consequently there are
numerous gaps to be filled.

Could dny ex-members of 325
Engineer Park, or as it was 90 Engineer
Park and 90 Command Engineer Stores
Depot, send me any useful ‘Snippets’
of history, especially datés of name
changing and names and dates of past
officers commanding and park warrant
officers. — WO1 R S Mullins RE,
Park Warrant Officer, 325 Engin-
eer Park, BFPO 808.

I have noticed several articles of late
regarding the Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards.

In SOLDIER, Mail Drop (Il
March) you mention only two regi-
ments (Greys & Carabiniers) forming
the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards.

I would like to bring to your attention
and that of any old comrades of the
25th Dragoons, that we also are entitled
to attend the Scots Dragoons’ Guards
reunions (ex-member 25th Dragoons
myself).

The Royal Scots Dra.goon Guards is
an amalgamation of three regiments
— Royal Scots Greys, 3rd Carabiniers
and 25th Dragoons.

I served in the 12th Royal Lancers,
17/21 Lancers and the 25th Dragoons.

The 25th were formed in India
during World War 2 from officers and
men of the 3rd Carabiniers.

‘We saw war service in Burma against
the Japanese, did an excellent job under
difficult conditions, I served with the
reserve squadron in the Arakan (see
the book ‘Tank Tracks to Burma’).

The regiment was disbanded again
at the end of the war in the Far East
and most of the men who stayed in the
Service renurned to the 3rd Carabiniers.
Just to put the history right! —
Chevalier Ronald Wilkes KiT
PCM, Catforth, Prestnn, Lancs,
PR4 OHH.
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You published informiation on The
Worcestershire Regimental Museum
in “Your Guide to Army Museums —
7°. Although the details of location and
opening hours are correct, the telephone
number is not the one to use for
enquiries corinected with the archives.

I mention this because The Wor-
cestershire Regiment Museum, like
many others is now located within the
City Museum, but the Regimental
Archives are kept elsewhere.

In our case at RHQ WFR, Norton
Barracks, Worcester, where the Curator
works. The telephone number is
Worcester 354359. — Lt Col K G
Allen (Retd), RHQ The Worcester-
shire and Sherwood Foresters
Regt, Norton Bks, Worcester, WR5
2PA.

B[ E+1' N COMPETITION 363

Here is the easiest of them all! A square is a type of rectangle
i but a rectangle need not necessarily be a square: and an
i oblong — while a rectangle — is not a square.
| An oblong (all interior angles are right angles) can be
i many times longer than it is broad but the breadth of a

square is the same as its length.

Here is a square made up of 25 small squares. So — here

we go!

1) How many perfect squares are to be found in the

B

square ABCD?
2) How many oblongs are to be
found in the same figure?

That’s alll We said it was too
easy but — well, just this once.

4 O
The competition is open to all
readers at home and overseas and
the closing date is 5 July. The
answer and winner’s name will be
annotinced in our issue of 29 July.

Each entry must be accompanied
by the ‘Competition 363’ label at
the top of this column. For two
entries send two labels (not photo
copies), three entries three labels,
and so on.

In the case of more than one
correct entry being received, the
winner will be drawn by lots. No
correspondence can be entered
into.

Send your answers by postcard
or letter to: Prize Competition,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU.

Reference SOLDIER (25 March, page
15) in the sketch plan of the Rhine
Crossings in the article by Brian Jewell
there is an error in the captioning,

The arrows labelled ‘A’ and ‘B’ depict
the crossing sites of the left and right
assaulting battalions of 227 Brigade of
15 (Scottish) Division, and the left and
right assaulting battalions of 44 Brigade
of 15 (Scottish) Division, respectively,
who all had an H-hour of 0200 hrs 24
March 1945.

51 (Highland) Division crossed
further downstream in the area of Rees
at 2100 hrs on 23 March 1945. —
Brigadier R ] Lewendon (Retd),
Royal Artillery Institution, Old
Royal Military Academy, Wool-
wich, London, SEI18 4]].

VEDR

I read your article on AMF(L) and am
very relieved to learn that men are
being so well trained and kitted out,

A far cry from NWEF 1940. Arctic
kit was a leather jerkin and your ammo
boots (I did hear of some units who
had three kit bags of winter gear) but
not my unit.

No artillery, no transport, ‘sunk on
the way over’, 40 loose rounds, no clips,
and of course no air-cover in other
words a fiasco.

Good luck to our present forces and
I sincerely hope their expertise will
never be needed. — Ex-Signalman
D McHugh (148 Brigade NWEF),
Cross Gates, Leeds.

RAMC/RADC WOs and Sgts Past
and Present Dinner Club annual
dinner and reunion is to be held on
Saturday 11 May 85 at the RAMC
Training Group. Further details are
available from: RSM, RAMC Training
Group, Keogh Bks, Ash Vale, Alder-
shot, Hants, GU11 5RQ.

The Royal Hampshire Regiment
Comrades Association annual
reunion, presentation of new branch
Standards dnd dinner in the Guildhall,
Winchester, will take place on Saturday
15 June 85. Tickets and programme
details from branch secretaries or the
Secretary, Serle’s House, Winchester,
5023 9EG.

01d Victorians’ Association, Queen
Victoria School, Dunblane, Grand Day
Parade will be held at the school on 27
June and all former pupils are invited
to attend.

I would like to try to contact anyone
who sailed with my brother Gunner
John Webb of the 69 Battery, 21 Light
Anti-Aircraft Regiment of the Royal
Artillery, aboard the Empress of
Britain, Christmas 1942

My brother unfortunately died as a
POW in Japan the following year, but
I have ih my possession a photograph
of the Troops Christmas Menu, duly
signed by many of the seldiers who
were on board with him — Mr G W
Webb, 79 Chestnut Drive, Sale,
Cheshire, M33 4HN.

Competition

THE truly international readership of
SOLDIER is reflected in the winner
of Competition 358 (11 March) — he
lives in Paris.

Winner of the £50 prize is M
Alberton Carbone, of Rue Nationale
in the French capital.

You will recall we set 10 posers
concerning flags of nationis.

The answers: 1 There are eight stars
on the flag of Alaska, 2 The Cayman
Islands flag sports the wording ‘He
Hath Founded It Upon The Seas’, 3
The Faroe Islands:adopted its own
flag in 1948, 4 Colours on the
Indonesian flag are red and white, 5
The colour green distinguishes the
Libyan national flag from those of most
other countries, 6 Rwanda has a large
R on a yellow background, 7 Green
was added to the flag of Madagascar in
1958, 8 Iran has the largest flag in the
world, 9 The arms of England were
adopted in the reign of Richard I, 10
1790 appears on the United States”
Coast Guard flag.

Unfortunately we omitted ‘States’
from the last question — but this was
quickly spotted by nearly every com- -
petition entrant!

How %I‘J#mam

Are Y

1 Offside headlamp of left car, 2
Number of quayside steps, 3 Window
of middle house, 4 Right edge of
chimney-stack of middle house, 5
Steering wheel of van, 6 Plant outside
Ship Inn, 74’ of boat 47, 8 Left arm of

girl in boat 252, 9 Black wave below
stern of boat 252, 10 ‘N’ in ‘Finch’.
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A VETERAN RIDES OUT

L

And hopes
he hasn’t
seen the

lastof
Bob...)

FTER 25 years service, Warrant Officer 2 Michael
Blakey is saying farewell to the Army but not, he
hopes, to his favourite horse Bob.

This pairing, familiar to many who have watched
the Mounted Troop of 160 Provost Company Royal Military
Police in action on either ceremonial or display events might
team up again in the future — possibly in the West Country
where Mr Blakey hopes to start a small holding.

RMP colleagues surprised
Warrant Officer Michael — and

moving over to the provost side of

Bob — by ‘riding him out’ at a
parade attended not only by
Military Police pals, but by
mounted members of Staffordshire
and Lancashire constabularies with
whom the RMP veteran has
enjoyed both business and pleasure,
especially in competitive events.
“It was a total surprise to me —
and a very nice one,” said the man
who had a fortnight with REME
in National Service days before

life.

“I have ridden Bob for about
eight years — and I have asked if
consideration could be given to
me taking him on when he finishes
his own Service life, which could
be in four of five years time,”’ said
Michael.

I have developed an affection
for him — even if the same could
not be said in reverse, for I don’t
think a horse shows his affection

like, say, a dog.”

WO2 Blakey should know ...
he already has a cat, two dogs,
hens, ducklings and pair of golden
pheasants and two calves!

Mr Blakey never rode until he
joined the Mounted Troop in 1968,
after normal provost duties in
Hong Kong, Berlin and Detmold.
He had to learn from scratch, and
has ridden a number of horses
since, but Bob is the favourite.

“He is agood horse. If any horse
does whatever you ask of him, that
is all you can ask,” says the man
who has won a number of trophies
in skill-at-arms events with tent-
pegging, sword, lance and so on.

He regrets, as do so many, the
end of the RMP mounted display
team, which gave so much pleasure
to so many until becoming victim

Warrant Officer 2 Michael Blakey
— the end of an era

Mr Blakey rides out on Bob
(extreme right). Alongside, Major
A F Pangborn, OC 160 Provost
Company RMP riding Sherrie

of ‘cuts’ at the end of last year.

“But I cannot see the end of
using horses, so useful in patrolling
the garrison and training areas.
They will still have a role to play
and, in fact, more and more civilian
police forces are realising the value
of the horse.

““As long as petrol costs exceed
those of feeding horses, the horse
must be favourite.

Married, with two sons Brian,
14 and Richard 12, Mr Blakey has
done his last duty but technically
is still with the Army until 27 June,
when he will leave with a lot of
happy memories. And a few sore
and sad ones . ..

“You never stop falling off,” he
chuckled, recalling a memorable
parade eight years ago when a horse
called Gill “threw me on my head
outside the garrison church in
Aldershot.

“She galloped off and was
eventually retrieved for me to
march her past the families and
spectators with her harness
damaged and my buttons torn off
my number ones!”

Farewell Mr Blakey. Happy
retirement — and here’s hoping
you get together with Bob again.

TAX FRE

INVICTA EXPORT is a part of the Ramsgate Division of
Invicta Motors Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East
Kent, established for 60 years. Nobody is better qualified
to give you help and guidance in choosing your new Ford —
specialising makes the difference.

¥ Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 mins.
from Ramsgate Ferry Terminal and 40 mins. from Dover.
¥ Nlo hidden charges. ¥ Part-exchange welcome.

& Finance and insurance arranged on request. *

*Written details available on request.

E FORDS!
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Rerum the coupon for free Information Pack to: Invicta Motors Limited,
Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: Thanet 593784 Telex 96331

Tick items of main interest: F!ESTA omom[] SIERRA[]
ESCORT[ ]GRANADA[ ] CAPRI

.. RANK...
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For Sale

Andrew Butler Insignia offers: SAS
beret badge anodised £2.25 cloth SAS
beret badge £2.50 SAS collar badges
£2.50 pair officers bronze collar badges
£4.50 pair SAS cloth parachute wings
padded £2.50 SAS stable belt £10.95
genuine issue SAS beret with insignia
£11.95, Parachute Regiment anodised
beret badge £2.25. Subdued combat
issue £2.50. Parachute Regiment beret
with insignia £11.95 Parachute Regi-
ment stable belt £10.95. Rhodesian
SAS cloth parachute wings padded 100
per cent original £8.95. Selous Scouts
metal parachute wings £10.00. Selous
Scouts officers beret badge in solid
silver £28. Scarce numbered issue £32.
Rhodesian Light Infantry officers beret
badge solid silver £22. Grey's scouts
officers solid silver beret badge £24.
Legion 2nd REP breast badge £9.
Legion parachutist beret badge £4.25.
Legion parachutists green beret with
insignia £15.95. All prices include
postage. Send £1.00 for illustrated
catalogue to:

Andrew Butler Insignia, 10 Chatham
St, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: 0843 602987.
Parachute smocks genuine current
issue DPM with knitted cuffs brand
new. £49.95 P&P included.

ABI, 10 Chatham St, Ramsgate, Kent.
Tel: 0843 602987.

Uniforms eg Artillery officers mess
dress complete with coloured side cap

jacket waistcoat trousers. Near mint.

£60 plus others,

M Sutton, 11 Jennings St, Swindon,
Wiltshire, SN2 2BQ.

Limited edition collection 52 great
British regimental palted badges plus
52 x 1.5 oz sterling silver medals £995.
Finch. (S Humbs) 0472 750237.
Over 100 UK cloth badges for sale.
Also one DPM combat jacket and para
beret. Send SAE for list.

N Cherry, 228 New Cross Road,
London, SE14 5PL.

Black Watch ORs regimental kilt, 34
waist, 26 length, fit six-footer by
regimental tailor. New, unworn, £60
incl P&P.

E C Brown, 11 Bramford lane, Ipswich,
IP1 4DB. Tel; 0473 54125.
Collector selling sword and bayonet
collection including some rare items,
SAE list, also steel helmets etc.

E H Dart, 285 Dorchester Road,
Weymouth, Dorset, DT3 5]B.
Foreign Legion collection for sale,
some Very rare crests, no repro
readdition replicas, fair prices, will sell
whole collection or single items. Some
rare Legion, Para crests, companies
etc. For list ring/write 65p.

Les Martin, 34 John Till Close,
Rugeley, Staffs, WS15 2AF. Phone
08894 70146.

SOLDIER magazines 1956 to 1980
£25.00 ono, buyer must collect.

C ] Robinson, 36 Barton Road,
Bedworth, Nuneaton, Warks. Tel: 0203
313344.

1958 webbing sets grade one £25.95,
high leg boots, seconds, all sizes £19.95
MOD issue DPM %, length waterproof
jackets new £22.50, MOD DPM
waterproof trousers new £11.99, green
KF shirts brand new £6.50, DPM NBC
suit carrier cases, fits to 58 webbing,
new £9.95, RAF button escape
compasses £2.95, full size, scrim scarves
£2.99. SAE for list, postage £1.50.
Joe’s Surplus, Ashgrove Farm, Ardley,
Bicester, Oxon, OX6 9P].

We specialise in Thirdreich/Imperial
German decorations, badges, insignia,
headdresses and uniforms of the period
— all authentic. We also have a selection
of British, French, American WW1
and WW2 relics. Our full mail-order
catalogue is 50p (UK) £1 (overseas).
Weiner aus Wien Military Antiques, 2
Market St, The Lanes, Brighton,
Sussex.

Foreign Legion, French Army and
colonial units, insignes, uniforms and
equipment. Overseas armies insignes,
para wings. World militaria including
uniforms, dress caps, swords and
bayonets. All genuine items at fair
prices. SAE lists.

Andre Sills, 10 Cordery Road, St
Thomas, Exeter, Devon, EX2 9DH,
Four books first day covers Queen’s
Silver Jubilee tour 42 off, [OM Jersey
1975-1980 63 off, Britain 1975-1980
234 off, price of all four albums £100
ono.

A Derrick, 115 Breightmet Drive,
Bolton, Greater Manchester. Tel: 0204
395992,

Royal Air Force. New book covering
customs, origins folklore heraldry 300
illustrations, much new ground
covered, £8.95 plus 95p P&P.

King and Sons, 3 South St, Farnham,
Surrey. Tel; (0252) 716303.

House Buyer/Seller’s Manual, Pro-
gressive guide to buying/selling houses
in clear English. House surveying,
conveyancing, selecting etc. Save £ 100s
when changing house. £2.85.

B Farmer, 13 Burgin Close, Foston,
Grantham, Lics, NG32 2SY.

Bound volumes of SOLDIER 1956-74
£20.00 ono, carriage buyer’s account.
M Gurr, 64 Eastwood Road, Leigh-
on-Sea, Essex. Tel: 0702 75081.
Service dress. Barathea standard
pattern. 37" chest, 31” waist, 5’7" tall.
Hardly worn. £60.

G S Gill, I Steeple Close, Church Road,
Wimbledon, SW19. 01-946 3622.
Compasses authentic RAF (escape)
button compasses. £2.50 includes P&P
and VAT. Limirted stocks.

Bill Bentley MM, Basha Enterprises,
PO Box 13, Rossendale, Lancs, 0706
220728.

For Army/Naval/Air Force pipe
bands, bagpipes, chanters, drums, flags,
banners, badges, lanyards, aiguillettes,
cords etc, etc.

M H Geoffrey & Co, PO Box 27,
Railway Road, Sialkot, Pakistan.

US Army military manuals, latest
available editions. SAE for list.
Outdoorman’s Bookstore (SM),
Llangorse, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7UE.
Second hand book parcels. £5 p/back,
£10h/back. State interests. GB stamps,
FDC bargain lost £10 book search.
State wants.

G H Books Postal, 377 Bolton Road,
Bury, Lancs, BL8 2PH.

Headlamps (pair) for new Ford
Escort, lefthand dipping/continental
use, excellent condition £80.00 ono.
Mr N Smith, 40 Isleden House,
Prebend St, London, N1 8PP. 01-226
5636.

Army cap collar badges s/titles,
buttons, genuine items, SAE lists.
Badges, cloth metal bought or ex-
changed.

E Kelk, Sweechgate Cottages, Broad
Oak, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 0RA.
Your expensive watches on exercise
or work DPM pattern watchstraps with
aunique fastening device and flip over
top suitable for all watches with
securing pins, Money back guarantee,
if not sausfied. Price £3.50 each P&P
included, large orders from PRIs
welcome. Available only from:
Dolores Hayes, 26 Purbeck View,
Bovington Camp, Dorset, BH20 6P].

Gortex, entrant, cordura, polarfabric
thinsulate, mosquitonet, DPM proofed
nylon and other waterproof and thermal
materials, Wide range zips, thread,
buckles, webbing etc, pattern book.
SAE for samples.

Pointnorth (8), 58 High St, Cemaes
Bay, Gwynedd. Tel: 0407 711030.
Breaking collection badges, cheap,
SSAE please, some uniforms, medals
etc:

3 Holmwood Close, Tuffley, Glouc-
ester.

Genuine militaria, mess badges,
ribbons, miniatures medals, buttons,
books. Medals, uniforms, special forces.
Send SAE stating which list required.
Sunset Militaria, Dinedor Cross,
Herefordshire, HR2 6PF. Tel: 0432-73
420.

The Band of the Mercian Volunteers
offer their latest recordings on record
or cassette. Excellent value, £4 each.
Adjutant 1 Mercian (V), Wolseley
House, Fallings Park, Wolverhampton,
WVI10 9QR. 0902 731842.

Scottish Militaria fair. Saturday 5
October 1985. Badges, uniforms,
medals, trade stand, enquiries welcome.
McLellan Galleries, 270 Sauchiehall
St, Glasgow.

The Victoria Cross, superb die-struck
full-size museum quality replicas, £9
each. The George Cross £13.50, the
Military Cross £17.50, the Distin-
guished Flyng Cross £18.95, the Air
Force Cross £18.95, the Air Crew
Europe Star £9.00. Original issue
medals — UN, Cyprus medal £11.50,
UN Medal with ‘Congo’ clasp £15,
Oman Peace Medal £11.50. All prices
inclusive of postage for return of post
delivery. Send cheque/PO to:
Stephen Kellaway, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP. Tel: 0455
39262.

Falklands and QE2. Being published
in May ‘The QE2’ a biography of the
liner with foreword by Prince Philip.
Traces the history of the ship including
details of rescues, mid-Atlantic bomb

threat and extensive description of the .

Falkland voyage. Numerous colour
photographs. Hardback £16.95, limited
deluxe edition £31.95. P&P £1.70.
Orders received before May P&P free.
Barrington Hudson Ltd, Windlesham
Lodge, Westwood Road, Windlesham,
Surrey, GU20 6LX.

Miniature medals supplied, singles
or in groups, mounted for wear, write
or phone for quotation.

Raymond Holdich, 16 Tudor Way,
Hawkwell, Hockley, Essex. 0702
201415.

Commando cushion sole new issue
socks, size 6-11 olive green £2.75, face
veil camouflage scarf £2.99, DPM
camouflage jackets, excellent, sizes 1,
2,3,4 £26.50, trousers £12.95, hi-leg
boots £22.50, Foreign Legion combat
jackets £23.50, all items genuine issue.
New and used 58 webbing in stock.
P&P £1.50 (US).

P ] Nash, Wesley House, Leigh,
Sherborne, Dorset. Tel: 0935 872133,

The Complete History of Milton
Barracks, Gravesend 1860-1970 by |
M Jones. 32 pages, 14 photographs,
packed with information, £2.50 in-
cluding P&P.

J. M. Jones, 47 Ivy Close, Gravesend,
Kent DA12 5NP. Tel: 0474 64030.

Record ‘Here’s to the Boys in the
Falkland Isles’. Get your copy of this
fantastic single. Made to raise £400 for
South Atlantic appeal. £400 raised —
200 records left! Price £1.20 incl P&P.
Paul Eyres, HQ SSVC, Film Distri-
bution Dept, BFPO 29.

Medals, decorations, singles, groups,
British, foreign, bought, sold, ex-
changed, send 50p for large catalogue.
Raymond Holdich, 16 Tudor Way,
Hawkwell, Hockley, Essex. (0702)
201415,

Frames. An attractive frame for your
medals. A smart white-gloss wood
frame will display from one to six
medals. Standard size 7” x 7. Clear
perspex-type glazing. When ordering
state number of medals and branch of
Forces, or send SAE for leaflet. Price
£6.25 (CWO) includes P&P, UK and
BFPO.

Arthur Rich, 8 High St, Emberton,
Olney, Bucks, MK46 5DH. 0234
712568.

Wisewear heavyweight waxed cotton
jackets British DPM £36.90, or olive
green £31.90 (XL sizes add £2). SAE
full catalogue.

Dept SD, Unit 1, Church St, Dorking,
Surrey. Telephone for Barclaycard,
Access or COD immediate despatch,
Tel Dorking 883780. Quantity dis-
counts available.

American Airforce Army Para-
trooper, special forces etc, cloth/metal
badges and uniform items. SAE for
list,

GI Supplies, 10 Rousebarn Lane,
Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Herts,
WD3 3RL.

Why not make a hobby of collecting?
Coronation, jubilee, school, sperts,
masonic, buffs, religious and other
miscellaneous medals. Military lapel
badges and miscellaneous

etc from (1. Send stamp for list and
free offer to:

18 Hollybank Road, Birkenhead.
Military history, regimental histories,
campaigns etc, many books available,
send first class stamp for list.

M G Pearson, Book Sales (S2), 13
Aintree Crescent, Barkingside, Essex,
IG6 2ZHD.

Regimental ties, blazer badges,
cufflinks, buttons and medals, cap
badges etc. SAE or IRC for FREE
price list from:

Cairncross & Son (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue St, Filey, North Yorkshire, YO14
9HU. Tel: Scarborough 513287.

The Military Cross. Superb die-struck
museum quality replicas, now available
£17.50 each inc VAT/post.

S D Kellaway, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP. 0455
39262.

Face veil scarves in Shetland wool.
54" x 15" approx. Weight 6ozs.
Commo or white. £5.50 incl P&P.
Skerry Knitwear, Rutherford Gate
Lodge, Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5
BNW.

Beersteins Half-litre grey, any crest,
any colours, minimum 60 pieces at
DM10.30 each, all costs included. No
VAT added.

Andresen-Versand, Zur Rosenau 1,
D-6251, Runkel-Hofen, Germany.
06482-2344.

Wanted

SOLDIER magazine back copies or
bound volumes, especially early issues.
Thomas, Riverside House, Chartham,
Canterbury, Kent. Tel: Canterbury
738327.

Durham Light Infantry, 8th Battalion

History 1939-45, by Lewis and English.
Willing to pay good price.

Tel: Stockton-on-Tees 678267,
Medals wanted for Egypt, China,
Africa, India, Boer War etc, Elizabeth,
Victorian, singles or groups, gallantry,
please send details or telephone.
Lister, 10 Hollings St, Cottingley,
Bingley, West Yorkshire. 0274 565914,
Wanted by private collector. Nazi
daggers. Details to:

Handford, 2 Belle Vue, Tanygrisiad,
Gwynedd. gy 1y
LI Officers Mess Dress, size 38" waist,
42" chest, 5'8Y4,” height. Can alter if
larger size. Reasonable price paid.

Bill Rogers, 195 Ridgeway Road, .

Fishponds, Bristol. 0272 655539.
RAF Cold Weather Flying Jacket in
good condition for charity project. Can
pay or address of company that
produces them.

S McCoy, Flat 2, 50 Peacock St,
Gravesend, kent. Tel: Gravesend
59285.

Buying all types of militaria. Medals,
badges, insignia, government surplus
etc. Single items or large lots. Describe
and price. Payment made in sterling.
Invicta International, 740 Gladstone,
Ottawa, Canada, KIR 6XR.
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Swap Shop

Stamp collection in exchange for your
British military badges, buttons,
shoulder titles, collars; pre 1949.

M A Culbreth, 40 Shepherds Croft,
The Grove, Portland, Dorset. 0305
821763.

Will exchange ‘A short history of 30
Corps 1944-1945’ written by Major
Randel Nienburg July 1945 No. 1592
of 2,000 limited edition for ‘History of
Eight Corps’ or ‘History of 11
Armoured Division’.

R Sharpe, 12 Eastern Avenue, Peter-
borough.

Cars/Caravans

Tabbert Princess 1983 3/4 berth
luxury caravan. Washroom, porta-porti,
3-way fridge, heater, carpet, winterised.
Immaculate, used only twice. Towing
mirror incl.

WOl Cowley, Regimental Band, 1
WFR, 0985 214000 ext 326, War-
minster Mil 326.

Holidays

Great War Bartlefield Tours. Places
still available for five-day guided tours
of Ypres (July) and Somme (August).
Details from:

Frontline Battlefield Tours, 10 Ash-
burton Avenue, Birkenhead, Mersey-
side. 051 653 7108.

Normandy. 6-berth mobile home on
Ist class site near D-Day beaches. 100
acre lake for swimming, sailing,
windsurfing. From £75 per week.

R Chapman, Willowtree Cottage,
Loddon Drive, Wargrave, Berks. Tel:
Wargrave 2583.

Wales. Cardigan coast. 6-berth luxury
caravan, toilet, shower, TV, 2 mins
beach. Dogs permitted. £80 inclusive.
Leadbetter, Cholsey 651255 eve,
Pangbourne 4321 day. :

IoM, Port St Mary. Tel 0624 832386,
Service personnel self-catering, two
t\fvin bedded rooms, wonderful sea
view.

Littler, The Beaches, Port St Mary,
Isle of Man. 0624 832386.

Lake District, three bedroom holiday
flat, Coniston. Centre of village. TV,
car parking, fully equipped. Except
bed linen. Sleeps 6/8.

Coniston Cooperative Society, Yewdale
Road, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8DU.
096641247/0966 41764.

Costa Brava, Private apartment sleeps
4/5, swimming pool, superb beaches.
Mrs Winter, 8 Oake Court, Portinscale
Road; London SW15. 01-870 2341,

Costa del sol luxury holiday apartment
to let in Benalmadena, near Malaga,
Fully furnished, sleeps four. Private
pool, flights arranged.

Major W Jones, ACO, 2 Magdelen St,
Norwich, Norfolk. Tel: 0603 24616.
France South. Near Cannes, 26’
luxury 6-berth mobile homes. All
mod cons, swimming pool, bar, shop.
Near sandy beaches. Resident British
managers. From £75 pw inclusive.
For colour brochure:

Cote d’Azur Holidays, 208 Canter-
bury Road, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6
5UB. Tel: 0227-372589/372427.

Services

Draw tickets first 3,000 £23 and £5
per 1,000 after that. Raised ink ‘At
Home’ cards 100 with envelope £18.00.
Alan Martin, 10 Woodside Gardens,
Chineham, Basingstoke, Hants. 02564
anytime.

Breakaway weekends and five day
survival courses, Brecon Beacons area,
also advanced courses and navigation
weekends ex-special forces instructor.
Mick Tyler, 17 Hugh Thomas Ave,
Holmer, Hereford. (0432) 267097.
Job Hunting? When one advertised
vacancy can produce hundreds of
replies presenting yourself correctly in
your first written application is vital.
Impact will help you. We can
professionally present your carcer
history to best effect. Remember, your
CV is your first contact with a
prospective employer, and first im-
pressions count. You never geta second
chance to make a first impression! So
have your military career translated
into civilian terms by a team of experts
specialising in preparing CVs for service
personnel, and market yourself effec-
tively to secure those elusive interviews.
For details of our confidential service
contact:

Impact: 31 Fernham Road, Faringdon,
Oxon. Tel: 0367 20107 anytime.
Handy adhesive labels 50 x 25mm
printed with address/message/advert.
Post free worldwide only £3 for 150.
Cash/cheque with order.

Q Print, 35 Cowgill Close, North-
ampton, NN34PB. Tel: (0604) 406401,
35 mm slides and negatives, super and
standard 8 mm, 16 mm transferred to
VHS or Beta video tape. £12.00 per
hour, Minimum £9.00. £10.00 per 100
slides. Minimum £7.00. Plus tape and
postage.

Harding, 11 Hare Crescent, Leavesden,
North Watford, WD2 7EE. 0923
673775.

Direct from glass engraver. Regi-
mental badges, clan crests, with name
superbly engraved on glass tankard
£12.00, goblet £14.00, plaque £9.50.
Commissions undertaken for roll of
honour plaques and plinths,

Alan Clarke, 120 Ashbourne Avenue,
Aspull, Wigan, Lancs WN2 1HN.
(0942) 323197.

Parascending. One week BAPC
Instructor courses, May and October,
also basic to RAM — air conversion
for parachutists, the Parascending
Experts.

Fly High Parascending, 11 Abingdon
Road, Maidstone, Kent. 0622 28230.
Travel Agent. Travel with us from
anywhere to anywhere, Cheapest flights
worldwide (including Cyprus and Hong
Kong). Low prices on all military
destinations.

Soldier Travel, 235 Fleet Road, Fleet,
Hants, 02514 24941; 46 Park St, Cam-
berley, Surrey, 0276 681581.

DSC, VC, DFC, Repros, cast £2,
diestruck £10, medal mounting, rib-
bons, weapons, surplus kit, badges,
thedals, posters, patches, lists 50p.
HQ84, The Southgate of Gloucester,
UK.

Forces discount fabrics. Buying a
house? Very large reductions on
furnishing fabrics, wallcoverings and
bed linen. Please ring any time.

Tel: 0725 22369

Leaving the Army? During 1984, I
was able to assist 61 members of the
Services in their efforts to find civilian
employment by preparing for them a
professional curriculum vitae which
effectively translated their military
experience into language employers
understand and value. Let me, an ex-
Army Officer and now a personnel
manager in Industry, prepare your CV.,
Write without obligation to:

John Cooper, 12 Water St, Stamford,
Lincs, PE9 2NJ. 0780 62960.

SOS. Why accept someone else’s idea
of ideal? We custom-make almost
anything in 4 oz waterproof DPM. Of
course we also have a standard range
of: Bashas, Bergan liners, Bergan capes,
Holdalls, Gaiters, Brassards etc. Send
in your ideas for a quotation or ring for
details. (0706) 220 728.

Special Order Service, Basha Enter-
prises, PO Box 13, Rossendale, Lancs,
BB4 8SU.

Starting your own business? When
you leave let me help to plan ygur
furure.

Castle Investment Group, 23 Botanic
Ave, Belfast. Tel: Mr Middleton 0232
246078.

Reunions

The Queen’s Regiment Grand Reunion
14 July 85 at Bassingbourne Barracks,
Royston, Herts. Starting at 12 o’clock.
Enquiries to:

Major R Waite on Canterbury 457411
ext 254,

House Letting

The Servicemen’s Letting and Care-
taking Agency provides a p
mamagement service which is second
to none. Designed by servicemen
specifically for house-owning service-
men in the Surrey/Wiltshire/Hamp~
shire areas. For brochure write or
phone:

SLCA Wild Pines, Tekels Way,
Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 2[84;.
Also 7 Dando Drive, Marlborough,
Wilts. Tel: Marlborough 5430.

Houselets offer a complete letting,
management and investment advice
service for residential property through-
out Devon. Write for details to:

Houselets, 40 Newcourt Road, Tops-
ham, Exeter EX3 OBT. Tel: (0392)
875720.

insertion in next available issue.

Conditions

for contents of advertisement.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
Headings For Sale; General, Cars; Caravans; Houses to Let (UK); Sits Vac;
Services; Holidays; Swap Shop, etc.
Cost 5p per word; minimum 10 words; up to 10 words of name , address and
telephone number for 25p. VAT at 15 per cent must be added to total cost.
Bookings must be prepaid and will be accepted on this form only for

Personal Announcements Birth, Engagement, Marriage and Death notices:
free of charge. Booking to be signed by subject or close relative.

SOLDIER 1) reserves the right to decline or cancel any advertisement without explanation;
2) accepts no responsibility for printers errors; 3) accepts no liability or responsibility

All correspondence to be addressed to: Classified Ads,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

PRI . i s s o B v o m SR e AT e < AR S e e NUMBER OF INSERTIONS REQUIRED .....
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

if you need more space, please use sheet of plain paper and attach firmly to this form
NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER

Signed .......ccunniees

Personal announcements only: | certify that the above announcements refers to
Service/ex-Service personnel and that | am a close relative/that person.

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10
s rassiess: WORDS AT 5p B Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER,
NAME, ADDRESS, TEL NO | S ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,
COST PER INSERTION L mosisums i saiaissisaiin + VAT AT 15% HANTS, GU11 20U
TOTAL . oinm i o .

CHEQUE/PO No ...
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Are You ==
Man Enough ™=
To Play wnth These"

A - ,
. O'seas CB'M 64 U.K.O’seas

5.70 Ghostbusters 10.20 8.90
8.10 Raid over Moscow 9.40 8.20
6.55 Daley's Decathlon 7.50 6.55
5.70 Beach Head 9.40 8.20
6.60 Combat Lynx 8.40 7.30
4.95 Scramble 64 6.65 5.80
6.60 Indiana Jones 9.40 8.20
7.30 Spitfire Ace 9.30 8.10
5.70 Fort Apocalypse 9.40 8.20
10.15 Bruce Lee 9.40

6.65 Strip Poker 9.30

5.70 F-15 Strike Eagle 14.00

6.50 Paras (Strategy) 6.55

5.70 Cliff Hanger 7.50

5.70 Boulder Dash 8.40
8.10 German (Language) 12.05

48K Spectrum
Daley’s Decathlon
Ghostbusters
Maich Day
Hunchback I
Beach Head
Tornado Low Level
Blue Max

Combat Lynx
Pyjamarama
Select 1

Pole Position
Football Manager
S. Davis Snooker
Airwolf

Fall Guy

German Master ‘A’
(Language)

Free Post & Packing.
1000's of games available on CBM 64, Vic 20, ZX Spectrum, BBC, Atari,
MSX, Amstrad. Full lists & Club discounts on requesi.

Please state make of computer. Also: All LP chart audio cassettes £5.40,
Cheques payable to Morrell-Rines Software, 61-63 Churchfield Rd.,
LONDON W3 6AU. Tel: 01-993 6327

DAANMN-BENNANSNOD C
Qonenobnanannnun x
cronaohnohonanan crohnonan o

10.50

COUNTY CAR HIRE

260 Tilehurst Road
Reading
Berkshire
Telephone: Reading 52423

FOR HIRE, CORTINAS, FIESTAS, ESCORTS, LUXURY CARS,
VANS & MINI-BUSES. Good rates, late low mileage vehicles. Unlimited
mileage. Free collection & delivery Heathrow, Gatwick. 3 Week Hire.
Discount for long hire. Write or 'phone to above address for details.

\2 sMILLION
PEOPLE

CAN’T BE WRONG!!

1st Class Artwork, Printing
& Super British Garments
have always been our priority.

SWEATSHIRTS
T-SHIRTS

u
F
w
:
:
(]
Printed with your g
own design,which will 3
wash & wear time & time
again. IT MAKES SENSE 5
E

B

:

v

TO BUY QUALITY.

#Minimum order 12
#Reasonable all inclusive prices
#Up to six colours printed

FREE Brochure/Price list
phone 0603 745018

# orwrite PREMIER LEISUREWEAR

Dept SLD Jarrold Way. Bowthorpe

Norwich.Norfolk NR5 9JD

SHIPS.SHORE ESTABLISHVIENTS. AIRFORCE

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved badge/crest minimum order 6.
Discount on 20 or over
Goblets from £5.40. Tankards from £6.25 plus VAT
Post paid on orders over 20
Please send badge with order
R & BINCONLTD
LYDGATE HOUSE, 9 LYDGATE LANE,

SHEFFIELD S10 5FJ

Telephone 0742 685911

5,

NEW! WATERPROOF COMBAT SUITS
. PURPOSE DESIGNED BY EX-PARAS. —
BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGEORIN 3 =
OLIVE-GREEN 4 OZ PROOFED NYLON.
TOP QUALITY ONLY.
SUCCESSFULLY TESTED IN ALL
ADVERSE WEATHER

CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN &
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.

The Jacket: Well proportioned cut with
two breast pockets, one of which in-
corporates a pen or pencil compartment
Two larger lower pockets. Each of the
four pockets has rain flap held by inner
press studs, opening front with full length
heavy duty zip (non corrosive) elasti-
cated rear waist and lower draw strings,
sleeves fitted with inner storm cuffs. Col-
lar and elasticated hood attached.
The Trousers: Elasticated waist and two
entry trouser pockets. The complete suit
when packed in the pouch provided mea-
sures 12°x7"x 3", The suits are designed
in 3 sizes — Small, Medium and Large.
Guaranteed top quality.
Price: complete suit £35, jacket only
£25, trousers only £11.50.
124% discount on orders of 10 and over
Designed by ex-members of the
rachute Regiment

JAMIE WOOD LTD, DEPT SN, CROSS ST, POLEGATE,
SUSSEX. TEL: 03212 3813.

Now available in

DPM Gore-Tex
Side-Opening Bivi Bag

All Gore-Tex; seams sealed
after stitching with Gore-Tex
‘hot-air, welded tape

£88.00 including p+p

CD

SPECIALIST
SUPPEIES

6 LANDOR COURT
HEMPSTEAD VALLEY
GILLINGHAM
KENT ME7 3SP

Also available:— 1985, 18 page, full
colour catalogue — please send
£1.00 for your copy.

SAY IT WITH
KNICKERS!

Tantalizing Bikini Briefs in Black, :
Red or White, gift-wrapped and For officers or other ranks.

sent with a card bearing your own With or without unit designa-
personal (or very private!) tion,
MEssage. Send for price list.

Send cheque/PO for £4.99 stating <

colour, message and destination Lancashire Pleating Co Ltd, Lees

to:— Road, Kirkhy Industrial Estate,
M. Mahon, Dept SM, Liverpool L33 7SA. :

oy oy Phone 051-546 5161/2.

EPAULETTE-
SLIDES

T-Shirts Sweatshirts
Complete Design Screen Print service P

T-Shirts £3.00 Swealshirts £6.00 = «
including artwork, screen and single "" ;‘ﬁ'

colour print (with huge discounts for
quantity). Also printed team barrel'bags . =
tracksuits/sportshirts manufactured ) o

and printed in any colour combinations.
First rate car sticker/sell adhesive- », ¥
vinyl service at unbeatable prices. ‘}l LDS‘:_ L4

THE SPECIALIST

: HM FORCES

contact T-SHIRT PRINTERS

A ONE DESIGNS 55 Brook St., Chester. Tel: Chester (0244) 311028
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CLUB SWEATERS

BRITISH MADE
As supplied to regiments, squadrons & ships worldwide.
aﬁ;jFULLv INCLUSIVE PRICE LIST-we guarantee the
i most competitive price.
Specially embroidered with your own design, giving
instant recognition and a real sense of identity.
Choice of ‘Superwash’ Lambswool, Shetland & Acrylic
Prices from £5.15 each. Quantity discounts available
-we supply from 1 sweater upwards.
» FREE SWEATER VOUCHER.
SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED
Send for free illustrated brochure to:-

+Zo) sports pept. s _
EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST- HECKMONDWIKE - W YORKS WFIG OLF - TEL 0924 404566

S e e S AL S PR
POSTAL ROSES

Posted anywhere in the UK.
Reds or Coloureds
(10) £7.50 (20) £11.95

Enclose cheque/P.0. to:
Dept M, Rose Centre Ltd,
St Andrews, Guernsey.

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £8.94 each. Also
attractive WALL PLAQUES at £11.40 and CAR BADGES at £11.16 each. REGI-
MENTAL TIES (striped design) at £3.90 each (RA FLASH £4.85). Crested designs
£5.30). THESE PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE. Send SAE for Service Price
List

D J Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley Drive,
Brighton, BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only.

e i i e vl ol s i e e s sk ol ol e kol e i i ol e ok o ok ek ok ok ok ke ke *tii&
ol et =g @S Military Surplus 5A-58 George St.
: | I IUVI:I:IeJ Banbury, Tel, 57450 Dept. 5. :
* CAMOUFLAGED WILDERNESS SURVIVAL SCABBARD x
¥ KNIFE. Metal hollow handle, completely water- WITH x
4 proof, sharpening stone, leather sheath POCKETED x
¥ 5% Blade. 10%" O.A gg ‘HONESTONE' X
: AND LEG TIE
x +£1.00 PP 6" Blade, 12" QA. x
* Waterproof *
* Nl ﬁ iogrpartmenf holds: «
: y ompass
: i g * Matches :
e * Fishing Line x
x CAMOUFLAGED JACK BOOT 4 lionor Swarel x
x KNIFE. Leather sheath with clip * Surgical Type Saw x
.ﬁ (/’ back. Made in Japan. * Needles/Spear Tips x
: 216'95‘“0‘”"’ 2]].50*}:1.00?!’ :
ook s ok ke i o s sk i vk ok o ke ok ok i T o o ok i e ke e ook ok ok

best-ever
deal on a brand-
new tax-free car
we offer you
this luxurious
five-door five-speed 1.3 TALBOT HORIZON LS, complete
with: radio, front and rear seat belts, two door-mirrors,
delivery number plates, 6 months UK road tax, etc.

£2’995 HURRY —

LIMITED STOCKS!
?ﬁ O??ee;ts:igln FUHI] & PEUGEUT Lowest prices!

FORD DELIVERY POINT: GRAYS OF GUILDFORD

FNANCE  MAIN DEALERS ..
INSURANCE g - STEREOS

DETAILS WITH
ON NP SELECTED
REQUEST o 5 MODELS

CARS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR USE IN CYPRUS OR UK

Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:

Advanced Car Exports 15 Clarence Court,
The Broadway, London NW7 4RP. Telephone 01-906 2978

| am interested in a new (Make and Model) .vicerereresresssnns

BOTUSE T ICEIRIN i i oy s b v SRS

e
Del. required by ............. ... Partexchange LS '

[ )
—— e —————— Al — ]
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SCHOOL
OF SURVIVAL

Learn with the experts

Send for details of survival
courses and survival kits.
22 Langland Drive
Hereford HR4 0QG

SUPPYUIME—
MINIATURE MEDALS
BY POST SERVICE

LS&GC/GSM NI £4.85 War/Defence/
S. Atlantic £4.05. Rosette 90p. UN
Cyprus £5.40. BEM/Coronation/ Silver
Jubilee/MSM/MBE £6.00. MM/QMG
£9.50. Add VAT at 15% + 30p P&P.
Mounting Service for full and minia-
tures. Send SAE for catalogue.

to  SUPPLYLINE, INGRAM
PARADE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS,
YORKS. LS26 ONU.

S

These brand new Combat Sweaters, or bet-
ter known as ‘Welly Pully’, are 100% pure
wool and are genuine
Forces  issue i
epaulettes,

36" .. 1985 42° . £1250
3811085 44" . £1299
A0" . £11.95 46" . £1350
Colours: RAF blue, navy,
olive/khaki

We also have used
sweaters with epaulet-
tes at £5.99, or without at
£4.99; Khaki only — p&p

@ USA Wool Scull Caps ... 14.50
@ Para T-shirts, SAS T-shirts ... £4.50
@ USA Flashlights ... £5.99

These brand new
nylon FLYING
JACKETS. are Auth-
entic USA MA1 with
orange lining, knitted
cuffs and waistband,
colours, sage green or
black, state chest and
height.

£42.50 £1.70 pép.

@ USAT/SHIRTS grean ...... £350

@ USA maroon S/SHIRTS . 14.99
@ USA Sunglasses and compasses

@ USA Dog Tags ..., EVSO
@ USA F/paint . oo 1198

® English-made
sweat shirts

® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.
263a Sydenham Road, Croydon, Surrey
Tel: 01-684 2708/01-689 1626

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of Post Service

Example of Prices:--

MC/DCM/MM: £8; OBE/MBE/BEM: £6;
MSM: £5; LS & GC: £4.50; Coronation/
Jubilee Medal: £5; UN Cyprus: £4;
S/Atlantic + rosette: £3.75; GSM/CSM
with clasp: £4.50; Second War Stars:

These genuine USA
new M65 4-pocket
Combat Jackets come
in green or cammo
with concealed hood
and brass zip. State
chest and height.

£49.99 + £1.70 p&p

* M65 used Combat Jacket £23.50

* [talian Combat Jacket ..... £7.850
* NATO Combat Jacket, green  £12.99
* British green Parkas ...£3999
* DPM Jackets, new, cotton . £47.50
* DPM Caps, Falklands ~E12.50
* DPM Caps, new, cotton £5.09
* DPM Jungle Hats, new . . ... 27.50

* DPM Arm Bands . . .
* DPM W/Proof
* Cammo Net, large...........cccousieeens
* DPM Hoods, new, cotton

* Wellingtons

* Sea Sox . ..
. % New '58 Belts .
* Mess Tins

* Green Sox, poly
* Bivi Tents

* Flying Suits

* Raincoats .

* Overcoats

* Green Towels.............
* Suit Cases .

* 58 Nylon Cases

* Wool Gloves

* Fishtails . . .

* Nite Sticks

* Blue Serge Bells .
* Naval Hammocks
* PT Shorts . . . .

* |talian padded knee Trousers £6.50
* British lightweights, new .. . £12.50
* British lightweights, Grade 1 £5.50

Full-size medals supplied.
Wire Blazer Badges
Mess Kit Badges

.
.
.
* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars, etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality
and delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive Catalogue to the
Medal Specialists: —

MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)

30, COVENTRY ROAD,

BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE.

LE10 2HP.

Telephone: (0455) 39262,

£1.40 each; Defence/War Medals: él’lf;S * Khaki Shorts ... 1999

each. Miniature Mounting Bars for D.LY.

Mounting: 1| Medal 35p, 2—45p, 3—50p, A Ger_man Para Trousers ... £6.99

4—60p, 5—70p and 6—BOp. * |talian Knickerbockers .. ... £4.95
plus 15% V.A.T. (UK customers) * German Parkas . . i £17.50

and 50p Postage. * Israeli Parkas ... ... ... ..£2350
>

* 7.day medal mounting service for ® SAS Smocks

fullsize¢ and miniatures in both @ SAS Bergans

‘ordinary’ and ‘court’ style. ® High Leg Boots i

® DMS Shoes

@ '58 Sleeping Bags
® '58 Webbing Sets
® '44 Webbing Sets
® Insoles

® New issue Sox

® Para Smocks DPM

(SAE for Free Catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (SM
MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
Telephone 01-790 5257

Personal callers Monday-Friday
“Almost Anything in Govt Surplus”
“Britain’s Leading Suppliers of kit to the
Protessionals
Maximum/minimum p&p £1.70
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(Y s wISTA | DRAB
EESEIgESIGN lclgmpany‘ NAME TAPEs

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
SEND FOR PRICE LIST.
Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Lees Road,

Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Vista Tie Liverpool L33 7SA.
L""““ i 253 Sydenham Hoad Phone 051-546 5161/2.

01-689 1626 Croydon
Surrey, CR9 2LU

BRITS ON TOUR
=Y Ny’

Ji A ; s =
n“]‘-j’fﬁf
sHAPE |
BELGIUM

{ T1-SHIRTS
and

SWEATSHIRTS ‘NEW’ U.S. Webbing Equipment ‘NEW’
MILITARY EQUIPMENT
SILK SCREEN E g;;gf gamuu::age evasha ka ................................. 133;
1 amouflage Waterproof Jacket .............ccoooeiiiiinens ;
PRINTED TU YUUR 07/014 Camouflage Waterproof Trousers .............. ) 13.17
OWN DESIGN 07/015 Camouflage ‘Wully Pully’ .........cooooiiiaiiiiiiiiannnn. 19.85
A L 09/014 U.S. Type Military TOroh ..o il o Ui T e el
(min. order 20 shirts) 09/033 Bundeswehr Sleeping Bag (Used) ........................ 25.64
| ! 09/030 Vietnam Style 0.D. Military Watch ....................... 16.39
* Top Quality Shirts 71/215 AR15/M16 Mag POUCH ...............vvvemrsrrsrirrnies 4.99
* Fast, Efficient Service s\%‘r{ 71/216 G.l. Entrenching Tool/Shovel + Carrier .................. 11.48
* Free Proof Garment :?/_“\g 7171217 LC2 Equipment Belt .l S RN NE e
: ; (#10 ’LAD}“‘ 711218 LG1 Canteen:and COVEr .ot s b vrsiestivanine ol
* Free Design Sen"c_e "%f&* ':/é* 71/219 First Aid/Compass POUCh ............cocvevveeeirerrenns 2.30
* UK/Worldwide Delivery anp &% 71/230 Suspenders/Shoulder Straps ........................c....... 7.93 |
i _ 71/212 LC1 Medium Field Pack and Frame ...................... 63.00
For free information package contact: 07/010 Camouflage Running Shorts 24" to 34" ................ 4.94
SPR,NTPRINT Ao Lae (Ao 07/041 Camouflage Sniper Suit ............cccooociiiiiiineene.. 25.30
SSVRAVS 07/018 Camouflaged Money Wallets .....................ccooveen.. 450
15/16 Cambria Bridge Road, Swindon SN1 5LH, Wilts. ;1 ;ggg Eace Vel(l}l 5 k 3 2;.30//
Tel hone: 793) 695766 OMMANAD OOCKS ....c.oviiriiiiiiiaieiieenranaanns g
SRS e 10790) 71/324 Explorer Thermal Socks ............cc..coe.... 3.85 il
71/326 Camouflaged Fur Lined Arctic Cap .... 3.50 //
These Prices include V.AT. All B.F.P.O. Excludin:
Iu;ﬂg:g;s:ﬂrﬂn:v- COMBAT JACKET Northern -‘re.’an;‘,D‘z-Z'ucf 15%. " i V4
At last - a complete handbook on IDI‘:NVT]']-\’ LABF[‘S /
the organ sa:mn“ :;‘.'n.csl a‘rpdr l&ulu-prnen! of lin wide khaki labels with your name 4
today's E;jlli'l ITEF:’ Essﬂenml 'ua%-gpdl(n 7‘!!;:Tr'-l|(1frc-| in black capital {L‘ll'l;'cl\ Yain /// / e
e et i werseas  Despatch Send £1.00 remilt 2
o THE SOVIET LAND FORCES - i (lhwrmch ‘ F SURV VAL or new um::w m/
A POCKET GUIDE I-5 {any name) f—"'?i L‘u»:';‘ {L?] :; l‘f*{‘l" EQUIPMENT brachure lo: / /
e TR oot W vt gt Aot e foechink ‘ , A P
i ot S L 425t OwensStreet  ,* /2" [ /)
EE?EEES'T%C ;u’;ﬂigg?%ﬁﬂ[:&iﬂcc'mﬂ1 et (‘_annops Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Hereford \!i"- OQ.(O // /
Pl > ! ;llll?il:,(:ﬂ:..‘s(urtford,||L‘ﬂs.a||Uw|ngZRda_\‘s (0432) 277739 /V\V‘ ‘?9 /, / /
R & F {Dept WA, BA College Hill, Shrewsbury, SY1 1LZ : V4

IGN

- TOP DISCOUNTS -
— OVERSEAS LOANS (,, "

y - LOW DEPOSIT PAYMENT
— INSURANCE COVER (UK & O/Seas)

| Return this coupon marking it Sovereign “FREEPOST"", Larknill, Salisbury, Witshire Tel (0980) 53431/52366. i
* NISSAN « FORD * | Name Rank |
* VAUXHALL = OPEL * | Address |
* TALBOT » PEUGEOT = | *IMPORTANT % Tel. No. |
* AUSTIN % ROVER x | Make/Model Required |
* VOLVO » BMW  »

I Part Exchange Posting Date _J
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The Top Quality range of personalised printed shirts

T-SHIRTS & SWEA
by Interprint

T-Shirts oouble stitched seams
Sweat Shirts gritish made

Crew, Vee Neck, Hooded & Jog Suits

Sports Shirts
Other Products Ties, Hats,

Lighters, Stickers, Metal &
Sew-on Fabric Badges, Aprons,
Tea Towels & Tote Bags-

FREE DESIGN SERVICE
MINIMUM ORDER-ONLY I2

Please send me your fFREE colour brochure
& details of your fREE shirt voucher

A UNIQUEWAY TO SEND
YOURLOVE

Cuddly toys at all-in prices —sent to
the one you love with your personal
message, in time for any special
occasion, Individually gift
wrapped. Beautifully made. Money
back guarantee.

2-4 Piccadilly, Bradford
West Yorkshire BD1 18R

Dept S DALE STREET, CRAVEN ARMS, SHROPSHIRE SY7 SNY.
TEL. CRAVEN ARMS (05882) 2703 & 2502

JEREMY TENNISWOOD

lnternatlonal Specialist Militaria Dealer

Firearms Antique and modern, for shooters and collectors
Swords Modern dress and collectors of all types
Bayonets World selection, Comprehensive stock. Trade
" lines and occasional lists!
i iﬁ; N Medals British and Commonwealth, full size and miniature
Regular lists
¥ Medal Ribbon British, Commonwealth and foreign; listed
o - possibly Britain’s most comprehensive!
};5‘ . Cap Badges and Helmet Plates British and Commonwealth,
= military, fire and police. Occasional list
Cloth Insignia LIST. Mostly British. some Commonwealth

SAE or 51.00 Bill US; for reply

28 Gordon Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 IND
Tel: 0252 319791

Eﬁ‘r 4
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GENUINE ISSUE
KIT

These genuine
British issue
waterproof high

leg DMS Boots are
now available in size 7-12. Just state
your size and send only £28.50 + £1.70

@ As above factory 2nds  £22.50
® DMS shoes factory 2nds  £9.99

® Ammo Boots new £27.50
@ DMS ankle boots new  £18.50
® NI Boots £23.99

® DMS ankle boots grade 1 £6.50
@ Jungle Boots new £26.99
@ German Para Boots grade 1 £14.99

@ Trainers new £7.50
® Wellies £7.99
@ Wrens shoes new £9.99
@ Cushion Sox new £2.99
@ Arctic Sox new £3.50
@ Insoles new £1.50
® Para laces £1.50
® Sea sox £3.50

@ Trousers lightweight new £12.50
® DPM lightweights new  £22 .50
@ DPM shirts lightweight new £18.50

P&P on any quantity £1.70
(SAE for free catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (SMF)
London E1 4PS
Tel 01-790 5257

(Personal callers Mon-Fri)

Britain's leading suppliers of kit
1o the Professionals

VOTITIITTTTTITIIITF
THE NEW 1985 FULL COLOUR

=T SURVAVAL AIDS
CATALOGUE

Many new GUARANTEED quality items, all

Survival kits, rucksacks, sleeping bags, Gore-

Tex bivi bags, winter clothing, Gore-Tex and
windproof DPM jackets, compasses, torches,
binoculars etc, plus details of Britain's leading

Send just £1.00 for Catalogue and free year's
subscription to the quarterly ‘SURVIVAL NEWS',

Survival Aids (Dept SL) Limited
Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ

fully illustrated.

Survival School

Telephone 09314 307 /444

P £9.95

Jrom in our catalogue of SURVIVAL,

STAY ALIVE
Read the Best

Chapter tities include Evasion, Survival
Navigation, Improvisation and Escape Kit
Contacting Agents, Dog Evasion, Wild Foods,
Animal Traps and Snarcs, Fishing, Water Sur-
wvival Still, Sheiter, Primitive Medicine, and four

This updated reprive of FM 21-76 is com-
plete with color plates of snakes and plants for
foolproof identification of poisonous specics.
Numerous drawings and explicit directions
explain how to survive at sca or in the tropics,
how to iImprovise shelters and obtain food and
water, and much more. All packed into a ficld
handbook for easy reference 1o tried-and-true
survival methods. 4 x 6V, softcover, illus.,

AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDETO
URBAN COMBAT

Jungics of glass and steel, cithes are the most
dangerous of all tcrrains in which to fight a
war—and the most likely place. Here, in FM
90-10-1, is the info tha prepares police and
military units 1o meet — and beat — the theeat of

e o * £9.95

GET TOUGH £14.95

THE COMBAT SHOTGUN and
SUB MACHINE GUN £14.95

THE FIGHTING RIFLE £12.85
ASSAULT FIREARMS £2.95

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES
MEDICAL HANDBOOK £14.95
COMBAT LEADERS

FIELD GUIDE £5.95
EEIEQPARACHUTE MANUAL

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY
£14.95

SURVIVAL POACHING £12.95
COMMANDO DAGGER £25.00
gal.;SSHROOMS & TOADSTOOLS

PLUS over 1500 other titles to choose

MILITARY, ARMS, & OUTDOORS~-
MAN'S BOOKS - £1.,00 (15t Class
Re}‘um} or FREE with your book
order.

Post & Packing: £1.50 1st book,
50p each after to £2.50 MAX,
orders over £50 POST FREE
ACCESS/BARCLAYCARDJBOOK
OKENS welcome
Tel. L!angarse 660 (087 484)
THE OUTDOORSMAN'S
BOOKSTORE (Dept §3)
LLANGORSE, BRECON, POWYS,
LD3 7UE, UK.

® gvailable to military personnel only
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BUY HER -
“SOMETHING
SPECIAL
OURELF

Satin basques /
and waspies — the{“

sexiest most

feminine way to
dress the woman \
in your life

40 page Colour Catalogue
A4S FREE Tri-Silk Bikini
send only £2.00
P. & P. REFUNDABLE
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Party Plan Agents Required
Lady of Paris "
SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY

BIRMINGHAM B5 4HX
Lady of Paris Video Tape £29.95

N 7w v A " =" -

SURVIVAL
TECHNIQUES

Run by ex-forces Survival Instruc-
tors, this is the course for you. In6
days outdoor training and practice
you could leamn how to survive
without food, water, shelter or help
One day this course could save
your life
Full details from.
The Survivor
Number One Rushion Avenue
Sunderland SR2 TTA
or ring 0783 657959

M S S S =
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Benjamin Wild & Son
Gunmakers

New barrels
Sleeved barrels
New stocks
Barrel blacking and boring
Reproving
Complete renovations
All repairs etc.
Backed by a nationwide repulation
Price St Works - Birmingham, B4 6J7
Tel: 021 359 2303

™

CASHS NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.
3 doz (same name) £5.12
6 doz (same name) £5.70
12 doz (same name) £7.30

Please enclose cheque/PQO pay-
able to Boddingtons.

Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering.
Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop's
Stortford, Herts.

US DOG TAGS

2 tags in steel 5,5.12‘5E
Stamped with p0ST
your name etc
2 tags with 4 lines and 14
spaces per line. Send details
in block capitals to:
QUARTERMASTERS
3 Torrens Street,
LONDON EC1V 1NQ
Tel: 01-278 9760

PP O B D W
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“Make
someone

)Y happy”
SEND THEM A BEAR!

Just send us £3 and we will send a smart Itte
bear 1o the person of your choice in a brght
yollow package with a card saying
“SOMEONE, SOMEWHERE, THINKS YOU'RE
RATHER CUDDLY"

[Wiite now 0.

POSTAL BEARS, Dept. S. 8a College Hil
Shrewsbury SY1 12

=sthe HOTLINE or postthis coupon
: Toyota Export Sales, The Quadrangle ‘

HOTLINE

BFPO

19,21,25,26,28, 34,
35,40,42,43

23,30,31,32,33,37,
38,45,48,102,104

15,16,17,22,29,36,
39,41,46.47,103,113

20,24,106,107, 112
UK

Station Road, Redhill,
Or phone Redhil (O737) 68585

urrey RH11PX

ROZ
ek
Naafi
6’&1 ‘L"-%

Phone your local representative NOW!

02161558014
051436269

05223 86906
0231433765
(022023)2287

JU PAY WHEN WE

Your own designs

LY

on machime washable
Tee-Shirts, Sweat

shirts. Jogging Suits

Sports Shirts and

embroidered V neck

Sweaters

DELIVER

JMPLETE MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
*100% MACHINE WASHABLE
sUP TO 5 COLOUR PRINTING

e« FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2

WEEKS

o MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 10 GARMENTS
eNO ARTWORK OR SCREEN CHARG
eALL SHIHT SIZES & COLOURS IN 5
eDIRECT SCREEN PRINTING

-NOT TRANSFERS

The Boston Tee Shirt Co. Ltd.

1Hennock Road

Marsh Barton Ind. Est.

Exeter EX2 8ND

Tel. Exeter (0392) 30994

BOSTON TEES

\
POST COUPON OR PHONE FOR N&

MR /MRS [MISS

’ iL'.Aﬁl\‘l‘[l
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

SOL 7

ADDRESS

(capitals

pleasae)

LEAVING THE SERVICE?
Haw many others will apply for that ideal
job? How few will be interviewed? How do
you get on the short list?

A professionally prepared CV will improve
your chances dramatically.

We are personnel professionals and know
the information wanted and how to present
it to command attention and respect
Write or telephone for information on how
we can help vou

CV PLUS, Dept (S). 90 London Road,
Salisbury, Wilts. Tel: 0722 21395

%ADGES Wire, Silk ancﬁ
Lapel Badges,
Stickers, Flags and Car Badges. Club
ties, Tie Pins and Cuff Links. Plaques,
Shields and War Medals. Crested Table
Mats, Pocket Lighters and Towels. We
offer comprehensive service for Crested
articles. Send large stamped envelope
for details

SIALASIA
19 Glencoe Avenue, liford IG2 7AL J

\

Celical ]l Corollal

1

Camry L

Spacecruiser L

laminterested in atax-free deal on the

| Tercel4awD [

StarletL] MR2 [] .

e SLD I

THE NO.1DRIVING FORCE

r--

TOYOTA
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=%} |EMBROIDERED
| INS
e SWEATERS
H.M. FORCES ;
SPECIALISTS lambswool or acrylic
MOTOR - B.F.G. :
UK. & LET US Logo Line,
OVERSEAS GIVE YOU Unit 6, Argyle Industrial
KIT COVER A (A E?'tqa& Nﬁiggg S;‘}ISoum 4
Erseyside.
r,gg i FREE 051-647-4500
HOLIDAY QUOTE
HORSECOVER J = |  p~AmaAsan e

Sovereign Insurance Services,
The Packway, Larkhill.
Nr. Salisbury. Wilts SP4 BPY

Beautiful lingerie
Send NOW for your full

Tel, 0044-980-53431,
| —. 4

) colour catalogue. Price £2
(refundable).

.

5mm DPM Bungees as used in the

BUNGEES BY POST Abigail Lingerie
Victorian Arcade

Shrewsbury SY1 1PS

) Use our free ‘Special Mes-
) sage’ service. Cheques or ¢
) credit cards accepted. Per- ¢
) sonal shoppers welcome.

Falklands.

Set of 4 0.75m bungees £4.30*
Set of 4 1.00m bungees £4.50*
Cheques and enquiries to
Tent Repair Service
133 Granton Road, Edinburgh EHS 3NL

)
)
)
)
4

P g gy
T e e e e e e T i
e

qf““‘

*including postage, packing and VAT
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Magdalen College
School

Brackley

This well-established mixed 11-18 comprehensive school is main-
tained by Northamptonshire but keeps links with Magdalen College,
Oxford, through its voluntary controlled status. Parents have to
meet fees for board and lodging only, since tuition fees are met by
thechild’'s own LEA or from the DES pool for certain families abroad.
Boarding accommadation has recently been extended for both boys
and girls.
Because of its academic traditions and wide range of activities, its
concern for pupils of all abilities and the development of its provision
for less able children, the school offers an admirable education for
all children whose parents are seeking boarding schools for them,
and for local authorities who are helping to make arrangements for
boarding education

Further particulars are available from the Headmaster

P A P P e e S ——— |

MOFFATS SCHOOL
BEWDLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE

An ISIS/IAPS preparatory school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats is a family school with close ties with H.M. Forces
* Small classes give individual care
* Scholarships for Service children
* Varied activities cover spare time and week-ends
* Half-term care and fun for children staying in
* Escorts provided at mainline stations
All games, and riding on 200-acre home farm

Prospectus from
The Headmasters — Telephone Kinlet (029924) 230

SRR e NN
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WARMINSTER SCHOOL
Keeps the family together

CO-EDUCATIONAL
DAY AND BOARDING

Junior School: 5-12 (110 pupils)
Senior School: 12-18 (270 pupils)
Sixth form entry. Bursaries available.

For prospectus and further details apply:
The Master, Warminster School,
Wiltshire, BA12 8PJ

Tel: Warminster 213038.

l-l-'-'-'-l-’-l-l-'-']
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" DUNCHURCH-WINTON HALL

a Leading Preparatory School...

gives you a first class mveshnenf in fhe
future for your children

Continuous education from 7-14

Dayt Weekly and Full Boarding Education
First-Class Academic Results. Small Classes
25 Acres of Grounds and Playing Fields
High Standard of Musical Tuition

Practical Subjects, such as Carpentry, part of the Curriculum
Vast Majority of Pupils go on to Public School ;

For a printed or video* prospectus of the School, please fill in the coupon
below and send it to The Joint Headmasters, Dunchurch-Winton Hall,
Southam Road, Dunchurch, Nr. Rugby CV22 6NG.

Address: 1

SN/20/5/85
*If you require a video prospectus, please tick the appropriate box as to whether you require
VHS O or BETAMAX # System.

TAVERHAM HALL

near Norwich — Norfolk NR8 6HU
(Norwich 868206)

[.LA.P.S. boarding preparatory school for boys and girls 7-13
Set in beautiful parkland
Excellent facilities for a wide range of activities
120 children in nine small classes
Fine academic and musical tradition
Music Scholarship
12% reduction in boarding fees for children of H.M. Forces

Contact the Headmaster, R.S.G. Barton, M.A.,
for prospectus or visit.

ST ELPHIN’ S SCHOOL
DARLEY DALE

First-class independent education for girls from 7-18
® Day and boarding
® Small class numbers
® Excellent academic record
@ Expert career guidance

® 10% reduction in fees for
Service families

@ Delightful Dale location

® Long history of Service
children at the Schoal *

inted or video — ¢
e coupon below to:

For a prospectus — either
please complete and return the

Mr Peter Pollard, BA, Headmaster
St. Elphin’s School
Darley Dale, Matlock DE4 2HA. Telephone: Matlock (0629) 732687

SN/20/5/85

If you requlre a video prospectus, please tick whether you want
l-fé O or BETAMAX O i
r .
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HARDYE’S SCHOOL

Dorchester, Dorset

VOLUNTARY AIDED DAY AND BOARDING
UPPER SCHOOL FOR BOYS

* Boarding for 72 boys aged 11-18, in two self-contained
houses.

* Long experience in meeting needs of service families.

* Boarding Fees does not exceed service Grant.

* Sixth Form of 200; average of 40 entrants to degree
courses annually.

* Wide range of sport; 13 acres of playing fields; swimming
pool; all weather hockey pitch; 6 hard tennis courts.

% All three services have sections in a large and
old-established Combined Cadet Force.

Enquiries to

THE HEADMASTER, P. A. CLOSE, M.A.
Telephone (0305) 67841

THORNLOW SCHOOL
Sandesfort House, 101 Buxton Road, Weymouth DT4 9PR

Day and weekly/termly boarding school for boys

Juniors: 80 pupils, 4-11 years (boarding from 7 years)

Seniors: 150 pupils, 11-16 years

Small classes and individual encouragement, sound character

development in a well-disciplined environment, offering an enviable

O-Level pass rate, and also the possibility of O-Level/CSE

combination. Well situated overlooking Portland Harbour, 7 acres

grounds and a 25m indoor heated swimming pool. Scholarships and

bursaries. Reduced fees for Forces families.

Prospectus and details from the Secretary, tel: (0305) 782977.

INDEFATIGABLE

BOARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS

Beautifully located in 28 acres on the shores
of the Menai Straits, Indefatigable is uniquely
situated to provide an excellent education for boys
together with the development of their character
and self-reliance. Many proceed to the Services.

® Modest fees maintained in line
with the Services Boarding
School Allowance

Boys wear Naval uniform which
is provided

One, two or three year courses to
G.C.E. ‘O’ level and C.S.E.

Wide range of outdoor activities
including mountain walking,
orienteering, canoeing, rowing
and sailing plus usual games.

Further details can be obtained from:

Captain Headmaster,
Indefatigable School,
Plas Llanfair, Llanfairpwill,
Gwynedd, LL67 6NT.
Telephone: 0248 714338

Founded 1864 Patron H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh.
In receipt of a grant from the Weish Office

NEWLANDS SCHOOL

SEAFORD, EAST SUSSEX
Tel: (0323) 892334

CO-EDUCATION FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGED 7 TO 18

NEWLANDS PREPARATORY SCHOOL was opened in 1814 and, since
its foundation, the Headmasters have all been members of one family.
There are 220 boarders and day children aged 7-13%,. The boarders sleep
in the main building and are supervised by the Headmaster, his wife, and
four matrons, one of whom is a trained nurse. The School is surrounded by
15 acres of land, of which 12 acres is set aside as playing fields. The
grounds include an all-weather football pitch incorporating 3 hard tennis
courts, netball and basketball courts. There is a large indoor heated
swimming pool providing swimming throughout the year, an indoor rifle
shooting range, carpentry workshop, Home Economics rooms, and the
Music Centre covers the tuition of a wide range of instruments. Association
football, rugby, hockey, cricket, athletics, netball, tennis and rounders are
the principal organised sports. Boys and girls are prepared for the
Common Entrance and Scholarship Examinations to all Public Schools,
and to NEWLANDS MANOR, our own Senior School, which accommo-
d:n?s boys and girls 13+ to 18. A full range of subjects is offered to 'O’ and
‘A level,

The Schools escort children to and from Gatwick, Heathrow and Victoria
Coach Station, London, and can also arrange for families known to us to
welcome children for half terms in cases where relatives or guardians are
not available.

In addition to the Service Grants, a further generous reduction in
boarding fees is given. Prospectus and further information from the
Headmaster.

BURYS COURT PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Leigh, Nr Reigate, Surrey RH2 8RE
BOARDING SCHOOL for 6!:-14 year-old boys.

Good facilities for learning and sport include SCIENCE and
MATHS labs, playing fields, COMPUTER and VIDEO room,
gymnasium and heated swimming pool

INTEREST in SPORT, MUSIC and RECREATION activities
encouraged.

Assistance with travel arrangements.
Fees £840 per term.
Write or telephone Dawes Green (STD 030678) 372.

SaBBB, DD BB PO P TP PP P OV DB
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Royal
Charter
1553

HM.C. — CO-EDUCATIONAL — BOARDING

BURSARIES FOR CHILDREN OF SERVICE FAMILIES

For entry 13+ and 16+ September, 1985.

To the value of 20% of full boarding fees.
Details from: The Headmaster, GIGGLESWICK SCHOOL,
Settle, North Yorkshire BD24 0DE. Phone: 072 92 3545,

Lo s o

OAKLEY HALL

OUR SERVICE RECORD
IS EXCELLENT

We are an independent prep school, located in the heart of the
Cotswolds, with an excellent record of looking after the
education of children of Service personnel.

Because of strong Service links, we offer up to a 20% reduction
in school fees for Service children.

If you are interested, then we should be delighted to show you
around our HQ. 5

While you are with us, we shall point out the long list of Service
personnel, who number among our Old Boys.

If you would like to learn more about Oakley Hall, our academic
successes, sporting facilities and achievements, please fill in
the coupon below and return it to:

R. F. B. Letts, Esq, MA(Cantab), Headmaster
OAKLEY HALL, SOMERFORD ROAD
CIRENCESTER, GLOS GL7 1TV
Telephone: Cirencester (0285) 3891

o o ——— —— — — — — — — i — — — —

Please send me a prospectus (printed and/or video BHS/Betamax)
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_ARMY PILOTS CONQUER PYRENEES

THE best way of mountain-
eering must be in a helicopter.
No large packs to carry, no
flogging up steep slopes, no
blisters ar.aching legs the next
morning.

You get to the top in a fraction
of the time it takes less fortunate
mortals, and once you’ve landed
on the peak to admire the view, off
you go to another.

If you are a passenger, as I was,
and the air is still, as it was most of
the time, then you could take hours
of this.

It gets a bit more ropey when
the wind starts to pick up. In fact,
it gets decidely hairy.

Mountain flying in a helicopter
is a particularly challenging and
dangerous form of the art of flying,
and it is really only introduced for
Army pilots during the initial flying
training carried out at the home of
Army Aviation in Middle Wallop,
Hampshire.

Other than some work in
Snowdonia, there is not much
opportunity to practice the skills
required for such flying. So the
3rd Regiment of the Army Air
Corps near Soest in West Germany
run refresher courses at the French
Mountain Flying School near
Sallagouse in the eastern Pyrenees

A Lynx heads for the mountains

Story: Gordon Skilling
Pictures: Roger Lortie

to cram in some intensive work.
It is very demanding, and the
aircrew return every bit as shat-
tered as the earthbound mountain-
eers, but mentally drained to boot.
At altitudes of up to 10,000 feet,
the air is a lot less dense, so there is
less for the rotors to work with.
The engine has to work an awful

lot harder and the pilot has to do
much more juggling of his hands
and feet at the controls just to keep
the show off the road, as it were,
and in the air,

Then if you are contentedly
polling along to a ridge you can
get caught in massive updraughts
— not so bad — or massive

downdraughts. Which could really
spoil the morning’s excursion.

Wind turbulence, whether on
ridges, roaring up valleys or
swirling round bowls makes such
flying twice as tiring as normal
flying duties with the Rhine Army,
and the pilot cannot afford to
switch off to admire the stupendous
views.

Trying to keep a small, light,
single-engined helicopter like a
reconnaissance Gazelle stable is

very, very hard work, and not much
easier for the Lynx tank killers.

The Army does not have the
same search and rescue commit-
ment as its sister Services, nor is
such flying what they would
necessarily expect on the vast north
German plain they may have to
defend some day.

But there is a tremendous benefit
in awareness of the aircraft and its
limitations.

The airman who has flown in
the Pyrenees has stretched his
capabilities and is the better for
the experience, but don’t ask him
just after it if you want him to
agree,

1
A Lynx leading two Gazelles
over the Pyrenees

-

Chinooks ferry the tank busters

AS five Chinooks of 18 Squad-
ron RAF Germany settled on
the grass in quick succession
the troops of 2nd Battalion,
The Light Infantry, emerged
from a nearby wood and
hastened to the loading ramps.

There was no time to waste for
this was an exercise to see how
quickly a battalion of.6 Air Mobile
Brigade could be moved to bring
their tank-busting Milans into
action at a new location.

So each Chinook lifted off
immediately it was ready, the
torque meter going round the clock
as the rotors struggled against the
weight of more than 50 men, their
backpacks, shovels, mortars,
machine guns and missiles.

That in fact was an overload —
an authorised overload — rendered
necessary by the urgency of the
situation, and the press of men and
baggage made the inside of the
fuselage look like rush hour in the
Tube. The effect on the controls
led one pilot, Flight Lieutenant
Andy Pulford, 27, to comment:
“It feels like a totally different
aeroplane.”

Next came the tactical transit
over the rolling wooded country-
side of the Sauerland, co-pilot
Flight Lieutenant Bob Girling, 25,

54

keeping the map on his knee to
check navigation and lend another
pair of eyes to look our for hazards
which, at low level, include
buzzards, light aircraft, other
helicopters, fast jets and — that
most persistent and insidious
danger of all — wires.

Some power cables and tele-

Story:
John Dalling

Picture:
Barry Ellson

phone lines are printed on the map.
Others have been drawn in by the
crew.

All are difficult to see and cross
the line of flight at every angle, the
bigger ones borne on 300-foot
pylons.

At 120 knots, wires crop up every
minute requiring relentless atten-
tion from the crew.

At the drop point the ramp is
lowered and the troops exit in 61
seconds, freeing the aircraft to
return for another load.

With a more normal number of
passengers power is available to
lift vehicles and trailers as under-

slung loads and the whole operation
saw the battalion, some 300 men,
their equipment and vehicles,
moved with a dispatch which only
the helicopter can bring to the
battlefield.

The exercise, for which No 18
Squadron, commanded by Wing
Commander David Niven was
recently deployed to barracks at
Hemer near Dortmund, illustrates
an imporant aspect of their training
which went on continuously as they
approached their 70th anniversary.

They were formed at Northolt
in 1915 and went to France later
that year flying the Vickers Fighter,
DH2 and Bristol Scout on fighter
reconnaissance and army co-
operation duties.

In 1917 their role was switched
to bombing with the FE2b and
DH4 aircraft and at the end of the
war they disbanded.

Reformed at Upper Heyford in
1931 they flew Hawker Hart and
Hind until receiving the Blenheim
Mk I in 1938. On the outbreak of
another war they went to France
before returning to England in
1940 to operate from East Anglia.

In 1942 the squadron moved to
North Africa where the Victoria
Cross was awarded to the Com-
manding Officer, Wing Com-

mander H E Malcolm, whose name
is commemorated through the
Malcolm Clubs, founded wherever
the RAF went. No 18 completed
the war with the Douglas Boston
serving in Sicily, Italy and Greece.

Reformed in 1947 and re-
equipped with the Dakota the
squadron took part in the British
Airlift from Gutersloh and
Wunsdorf before being disbanded
in 1950 Their last fixed-wing duty
was as part of the Valiant bomber
force from 1958 to 1963. _

Disbanded in 1980 they were
re-activated the next year at
Odiham with the Chirook and
returned to Gutersloh on 3 May
1983. ‘

During the Falklands conflict
the squadron was committed to
the Task Force and operated the
one and only Chinook to survive
the attack on the Atlantic Conveyor
— it happened to be on air test at
the time — and flew a staggering
130 hours in two and a half weeks
with miinimal servicing support and
©on one memorable occasion took
off with 80 men crammed into its
hold. |

2t 1

Lots of activity as men of The
Light Infantry and 18 Squadron
RAF combine their skills










