March




The key to successful
car buying isfree.

Everybody should see this free guide to car
purchase whether you eventually buy from
us or not. It could save you a lot of money.
And untold disappointment.

ln 32 pages our customer pack gives you
all the background information you could
wish forwith prices spelt out clearly in black
and white. No ifs; no buts; no vague verbal
quotations; no hidden extras.

You'llsoon see why more Service personnel
prefer to deal direct with us in U.K. than
with any other firm.

There's no better buy!
*Big NATO Discounts *Deposits from
10% and 48 months to pay. *Special
low interest DM loans on cars for
Germany. *Credit completely confi-
dential with free life insurance.

@ We offer arange of vehicles that nobody
else can match.

® We offer arange of facilities that nobody
else can match.

® We'vespenttenyearsbuildingapersonal
service that is completely geared to your
needs.

® And we work damned hard to make sure
everything goes right.

That's why so many customers come back
to us time after time.

Need your car in a hurry?
Natocars carry the U.K.'s widest stocks
of cars and motor caravans forimmedi-

ate export. We can dial you direct, even
if you are based in Germany, to advise
you what stock is available.

Full delivery service

Come to our H.Q. or we'll deliver any-
where anytime. UK. or Europe. Home §
or base. Docks or airport. Free ferry §
service for customers in Germany who

wish to collect in U.K.

R

Abetter way to buy your next car

Remember we don’'t employ salesmen.
Instead of spending our time trying to sell
you a car we devote all our energies to
organising the car you want to buy.

Part Exchange

Natocars are one of the few companies

offering genuine part-exchange facili-
ties as well as Nato Discounts on new
cars.

At Natocars all the problems of export
paperwork, insurance, part-exchange, :
finance and delivery are handled for you
by one experienced person who controls
your transaction from start to finish. No
worries. No loose ends. b
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Some other firms try to copy our litera-
ture and methods but they don’t have
our resources or hard-earned reputa-

R

tion for customer satisfaction. There
are alotof Natosales organisations, but
there is only one original Natocars
Limited. Don't commit yourself until
you have seen our Pack.

We are the original Natocars, the first
independent company to pioneer NATO
Discount car purchase for H:M. Forces.
Most customers use our unique personal
postal service, although our headquarters
in UK. is the most advanced centre for
Forces car purchase in Europe and you're
very welcome to call.

Please send me Natocars Information Pack. Tick boxes for details ¢ 1
Rank

.'\‘ thocar

Abetter way to buy your next
Natocars Limited

Bristol Road : Bridgwater - Somerset TA6 4DG
Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 55555 - Telex: 46285
To telephone from Germany, dial 0044—278-5555_
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A MASSIVE anti-smoking drive is to be
held among the 23,000 servicemen and their
dependants in Rhine Area during March.
The campaign, in an area bounded by
Antwerp in the West and Dulmen, near
Miinster, in the East, will include mobile
displays, a children’s anti-smoking poster
contest and mass handouts of anti-smoking
literature. On 14 March there will be a
special 100 per cent no-smoking day in
which everyone will be asked to abstain
voluntarily for 24 hours.

The campaign is the idea of the Com-
mander Rhine Area, Brigadier John Moore,
who told SOLDIER: “Everyone here is very
keen on sport and fitness in general and we
have found that smokers have been finding
their battle fitness tests more difficult and
they have not been in good shape at the end
of sporting events.”

Action on Smoking and Health (ASH),
the London-based organisation of anti-
smoking zealots, has been assisting the
brigadier and his committee in planning the
campaign and has provided literature. ASH

[ e

Director Mr Mike Daub declared: “What is
being done over there is absolutely splendid
from our point of view. We are hoping that
this campaign will motivate people so that
they give up for good.”

Major Tom Soffe, secretary of the cam-
paign committee, said there were 7000 sol-
diers and 16,000 dependants in Rhine Area
and it was planned to distribute material to
every one of them.*“Smoking in Germany is
heavy,” he said. “My impression is that the
Germans themselves tend to smoke heavily
and the Service personnel over here tend to
smoke heavily as well because cigarettes are
so jolly cheap (224p for twenty).”

Major Soffe said one of the major prob-
lems at the end of the campaign would be to
measure its success, but Naafi had agreed to
compare before-and-after sales of tobacco
goods to see if there was any decrease.

The Royal Army Medical Corps has long
been interested in reducing the amount of
smoking in the Army and it provides health
education for young soldiers as well as post-
ers and leaflets are displayed in such

places as medical centres and hospitals.

A spokesman for the Directorate of Army
Health told SOLDIER that over the years a
number of surveys had been carried out on
smoking in young soldiers. The surveys in
1959, 1966 and 1971 showed that there had
been a gradual decline in the percentage who
smoked. A further survey was carried out in
1976 but the results have not yet been
published.

*“‘Basically the surveys still show that more
young soldiers smoke than their civilian
counterparts and the ones who smoke seem
to smoke rather more heavily.” No official
surveys have been made of smoking among
adult soldiers although a civilian survey
indicated that the armed forces were among
the heavier smoking occupational groups.

But the spokesman revealed an important
statistic from the Army’s own surveys of

Belo“.' left: A wartime colour-sergeant belies his
ogre-image to dish out the cigarette rations.

Below: Tommy trades the smoke of battlé for a
quieter smoke during the fierce desert strife.

young soldiers. This is that in soldiers fol-
lowed up over a ten-year period from the
ages of 15 to 18, there were more admissions
to hospital for lung diseases and bronchitis
of smokers than non-smokers.

“This shows that smoking has an effect on
young people as well as on older people,” he
said. “Our health education is based on the
fact that heavy smoking will decrease your
physical fitness, increase your chances of
lung disease and bronchitis, even at a rela-
tively young age, and if you smoke regularly
from 15 to 18 your smoking pattern will be
established by the time you are 18.”

Army policy towards smoking is that it is
not attacked by decree or the use of Army
discipline. Barrack rooms, messes, Naafis
and so-on are regarded as the soldiers’
homes when they are off duty and it is felt it
weuld be wrong to treat a soldier in a
different way from a civilian who is able to
smoke at home.

Smoking is sometimes banned in medical
centres, hospitals and cinemas and units are
asked to provide facilities for non-smokers if
practicable — such as a separate room in a
large mess.

The Rhine Army smoking blitz is only
further evidence that the soldier’s long

‘““‘How many times have I warned
you about smoking on duty?”’

honeymoon with tobacco is ending. Even
Field-Marshal Montgomery, a fervent non-
smoker, used to hand out cigarettes to his
men, and a quarter of a century ago
SOLDIER wrote: ‘Today no high com-
mander would willingly put an army into the
field without seeing that his troops were
assured of their cigarettes, even though he
personally believed that smoking was ruin-
ous to the health and that transporting
tobacco was a misuse of the supply services.’

It has been a long romance between the
soldier and his Lady Nicotine. The habit
spread across Europe in the Thirty Years
War and Marlborough’s soldiers marched to
battle puffing short clay cutty pipes rammed
with strong black roll tobacco. And in the
Peninsular War both the British and French
armies took to smoking cigars.

Wellington was anti-smoking-and in 1845
he issued this order: ‘The Commander-
in-Chief has been informed that the practice
of smoking by the use of pipes, cigars or
cheroots, has become prevalent among the
officers of the Army, which is not only in
itself a species of intoxication occasioned by
the fumes of tobacco, but undoubtedly occa-
sions drinking and tppling by those who
acquire the habit; and he entreats the offic-

“Don’t forget, Carson, filter-tipped.”’

ers commanding regiments to prevent smok-
ing in the mess rooms and in the
adjoining apartments, and to discourage the
practice among the officers of junior rank in
their regiments.’

But in the Crimean War the British sol-
dier saw French and Turkish troops smok-
ing cigarettes and he soon followed suit. The
cigarette, he discovered, was the perfect
smoke for a soldier — easy to roll and light,
cheaper than the penny cigar and ideal for a
quick puff. And the soldier brought back
the cigarette habit to Britain — it was speed-
ily taken up by the tobacco companies —
with reputedly a Scottish manufacturer
named Gloag the first in the field.

Strange to say, when the British soldier
took the cigarette habit home it was at first
looked upon by civilians as effeminate!

By the time of the Boer War the cigarette
had gained an important place in the sol-
dier’s life. Funds were set up in Britain for
sending tobacco and cigarettes to men on
active service and the Government arranged
for all tobacco for the troops to be imported

Top left: Non-smoker Monty hands out fags.

Below: Message for today’s Army: ‘Put it out!’
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into South Africa duty free. This pattern
was followed in World War One with funds
to provide free smokes for the troops —
some of the roval gift boxes of this era are
still to be found, complete with dried and
wrinkled fags!

When cigarettes did not turn up at the
front, letters home appealed for supplies and
soldiers improvised with dried tea leaves and
potato tops as tobacco substitutes. A famous
cartoon of the time summed-up the situation
— captioned ‘Arf a Mo’ Kaiser,’ it showed a
soldier holding up the war while he lit his
pipe. Most popular smokes at this time were
Wild Woodbines and they gave the nick-
name ‘Woodbine Willie’ to the Reverend G
E Studdert-Kennedy, a padre who simul-
taneously handed out both advice and
cigarettes.

World War One converted thousands of
men to cigarette smoking and for the first
time women were smoking in public without
being frowned upon. So by the time of
World War Two the demand was greater

than ever before and supplying both the
soldier and those on the home front pre-
sented new problems.

Throughout the war the War Office did
its best to see that troops got their free issue
of 50 cigarettes a week and that smokes were
also on sale in the canteens. Not every
command was always lucky — many troops
in the Mediterranean and Far East had to
make do with ‘C to C’ and the notorious ‘V’
cigarettes made in India. These were said to
be so bad that even Arab traders would not
take them in exchange for eggs.

And during the war there was a scheme by
which people at home could send duty-free
parcels of cigarettes or tobacco to friends or
relatives serving overseas.

So to the post-war era in which the
soldier-smoker serving overseas has con-
tinued to benefit from duty-free prices. It is
therefore not surprising perhaps that smok-

Below: The war over, a British soldier — a box
Brownie by his side — lights up in Frankfurt.

““Ten minutes break for a smoke. Anyone
without fags, go through the motions.”’

ing is still more prevalent in the Army than
in civilian life.

Now, Brigadier Moore and the other
Army anti-smoking campaigners are hoping
to change all that. It remains to be seen
whether their efforts will be more successful
than those of the Iron Duke 130 years ago.

“OK you blokes, fall out for a smoke.”




Taking a car abroad
can be like going round
an assault course.

An overseas posting is the perfect
opportunity to save the tax on a new car.

But when you discover the obstacles
put in your way, you may wonder if it’s all
worth it.

There’s the matter of different
specification laws. The shipping.
The insuring. The Customs and
Excise forms.

And then there’s the little matter
of finding a handy service agent with
plenty of spares and trained mechanics
in the little, out-of-the-way places you’re
likely to be stationed.

All in all, exporting a car could drive
you onto the assault course for a spot of
rest.

Unless, like a lot of people, you come
to us at Renault. :

From the time you come in for a test
drive to when you're overseas and need a
new cigar lighter quickly, our Forces Sales
Service makes it all easy for you.

But then, we do have a few little
advantages over other car manufacturers.

Like the fact that we have one of the
widest ranges of cars and utility vehicles
to choose from.

~ The Renault 14TL.
The roomiest, most comfortable car in its class. %

; __ Name

| AN
)

Like the 8,000 agents all over Europe
(10,000 worldwide) who make sure the
continent’s biggest selling range is as well
serviced as it is made.

And make sure that once you've
avoided the assault course you won’t have
to go on a route march to find that cigar
lighter.

To find out more about our Forces
Sales Service, ring 01-992 5544. Or clip
the coupon.

[ 8

To: Renault Forees Sales, Western Avenue, Acton, London W3 0RZ. ¢
| Please send full information on the Renault range.

Address
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If yoursonis bri
tobe an Army Officer,

right enough

we'll helpwith his education.

L 1._ — A‘

The Army hasitsown boarding school,
Welbeck College for boys who want to be
Officers one day.

Entrance requirements are highly com-
petitive and to qualify for consideration for
a place a young man must be well up to
GCE ‘O’ level standard (or SCE ‘O’ grade)
in maths, physics, English language and at
least two other subjects, preferably chemistry
and a foreign language.

And of course, he must have a genuine
interest in a career as an Army Officer.

If he has and we think he’s good enough,
we'll give him the best possible start in becom-
ing an officer in the Army’s technical Corps.

(It will, incidentally, be largely at
the Army’s expense not the parents!
Contributions towards maintenance are
reasonable.) :

What your son will get is basically a
6th form education to ‘A’ level standard in
maths, physics and related subjects.

Since thereare only 150 boysat Welbeck,
we can afford to give a great deal of individual
tuition.

Academic standards have to be high

Welbeck College, Notts. A boarding school for potential Officers in the Army's technical Corps.

because success at Welbeck
guarantees a place at the
Royal Military Academy at
Sandhurst.

And not only this; once
commissioned, the majority of
Welbeck boys go on to Univer-
sity at the Army’s expense.

Most boys are commis-
| sioned intothe REME, R Signals,

RAOC and RE. Some go to the
RA and RCT and a few to the
RAC and Infantry.

We ought to point out that
it is only at Sandhurst that your
son will begin to wear uniform.
At Welbeck he is a civilian.

And apart from some out-
ward bound or adventure
training plus Cadet corps training, the
syllabus islittle different from that of a first-
class public school.

There’s plenty of sport too. As well as
school games, he can go sailing, rock climbing
and orienteering.

And as you can see from the photo-
graph, Welbeckisan old stately home which
is set in beautiful grounds.

Applicants for the term starting in
January 1979 must have been bom
between 1st November 1961 and 1st April
1963. The closing date for applications is
15th May 1978. :

To obtain our prospectus and applica-
tion form just fill in the coupon and post it _
to the Headmaster.

[— To: The Headmaster, Welbeck Collegej
Worksop, Notts. S80 3LN.
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“Well, you can’t shout ‘Everybody out’ at airborne forces!”

“Carry on, Brother.”

GET

FELL IN,
BROTHERS!

Cartoonist

David Downe
anticipates the impact

“We should black all night patrols.” Of tr ade Uun iOniS [ ¢ IR

’ ED OPERATIONS
SOME QUIET

“If we do it that way we’ll get a demarcation dispute.”

5 P
7
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“It’s the regimental go-slow march.”



Defence Regiment company commanders in
1977, Lieutenant-General Sir David House,
then GOC Northern Ireland, said: “Quite
frankly I could not do my job without you.”

It was a soldier’s compliment to a unique
regiment. The UDR began  operational
duties on the day it was born and developed
its skills and character in the unforgiving
atmosphere of ‘The Troubles’. The regi-
ment trained, worked and grew all at the
same time in the gruelling and unglamorous
task of internal security.

Perhaps because of the very pressures it
had to contend with, the UDR grew up
quickly from its 1970 beginnings. When the
Secretary of State for Defence presented his
estimates in February 1977, a paragraph in
the White Paper gave some measure of the
confidence and capability of the Army’s
youngest regiment: ‘. . .In six police divi-
sions of the Province, the UDR has taken
over in part or wholly from the Regular
Army the task of providing immediate milit-
ary support to the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary . . -

‘. . . It was announced in December 1976
that the number of full-time members in the
regiment would be increased to give it a
greater operational capability in daytime as
well as providing administrative and training
support . . .’

By October 1977, eight UDR battalions
had TAORs — tactical areas of respon-
sibility as the regiment calls those districts
where it acts as the immediate Army back-
up for the police. Increased recruiting of

full-time soldiers — formed into ‘operations

platoons’ — is providing the manpower to
look after the TAORs during daylight. At
night, part-time soldiers, including more
than 600 women ‘Greenfinches,’ take over
the job. The UDR now has just over 2000
10 ¥

fobair dee 5 o 3 R S s .

SPEAKING to a conference of Ulster

full-time soldiers and about 6000 part-
timers. ‘Call out’ can bring the part-timers
out for spells of full-time duty, by com-
panies or throughout the regiment, if
Northern Ireland’s security chiefs require
the reinforcement.

The past 18 months have shown the grow-
ing effectiveness of the UDR, which began
as an almost exclusively part-time force
based in a shabby collection of old huts and
converted factories and armed with bolt-
action rifles.

Recruiting for the permanent cadre pla-
toons is going well, according to the UDR’s
headquarters in Lisburn, County Antrim.
With recruiting at its present pace, the
full-time establishment could be reached by
Spring. However, some of the eleven bat-
talions have more fruitful recruiting areas
than others and because the UDR soldier
lives at home it is difficult to transfer a man
from his local company to another serving
where recruits are less numerous. Indeed the
soldier cannot be transferred to another bat-
talion without his consent,

The fact that the regiment has no role
outside Northern Ireland offers a style of
soldiering unique in the Regular Army —
operational -duty coupled with a settled
home life. Apart from courses and perhaps a
week’s annual training camp in England, the
UDR permanent cadre soldier can expect to
do all his service on his own doorstep.

Among the new full-time recruits are sol-
diers who have already had a taste of UDR
life as part-time members of the regiment.
Others are Ulstermen with former Regular
Army experience who like the idea of sol-
diering without the disrupted home life of
the rest of the Army, and others still are
non-Ulstermen who have married and set-
tled in the Province, many of them during
the eight years of ‘The Troubles’.

But many of the UDR’s new full-time
applicants are young men with no previous
military experience. Of 215 applications
received in January, only 82 were from men
with previous military service.

“The younger man is joining the regiment
these days,” said a recruiter. “We have
Press, television and radio advertising cam-
paigns but the most effective recruiter is still
the satisfied soldier who tells his friends
about the regiment. Job security is a factor,
the outdoor life has an appeal and although
some people probably wouldn’t tell you so,
there is a sense of patriotism about joining.”

Increasing appeal to the young is reflected
in the steadily dropping average age of the
UDR soldier. A survey in 1976 put it at 32
with more than a third of the soldiers being
under 25. Recruiters now reckon that the
average age is probably about 30. The aver-
age age for just the permanent cadre soldiers
would be about the same for any other
infantry regiment in the Army.

Although the UDR has its own recruiting
organisation, vetting of potential recruits is
out of the regiment’s hands. A vetting unit
which liaises closely with the police is oper-
ated by Headquarters, Northern Ireland.
Allegations against the sometimes lengthy
vetting procedure have been made by both
sides of the political spectrum in Northern
Ireland. Republican sympathisers have
claimed it is too slack, allowing Protestant
para-militaries to infiltrate the UDR to train;
Loyalists have complained the system is too
strict, keeping out good men. After eight
years’ experience, the UDR itself is

confident the system is as effective as it can -

be in preventing para-military or otherwise
unsuitable applicants from joining.

Story: Allan Percival

Lieutenant-Colonel Joe Hordern,
attached to the UDR from The Royal Regi-
ment of Fusiliers, commands 5th (County
Londonderry) Battalion from headquarters
on the old airfield at Ballykelly, north of the
city of Londonderry. His battalion operates
over 800 square miles of territory stretching
in a great wedge shape from the shores of
Lough Foyle to the western bank of Lough
Neagh and including the rough Sperrin
Mountains.

In the north of the area is his batralion’s
own ‘patch’ — its TAOR — and Colonel
Hordern has two operations platoons to look
after it during daylight and his part-time
soldiers available at night. There are no
plans for the TAOR to be increased at
present, but the County Londonderry sol-
diers do not disguise their keenness to see a
greater share of the security task in their
county.

Said Colonel Hordern: “We work in sup-
port of the police and in co-operation with
the other units in the county but there was a
time when our soldiers may have felt they
were at the beck-and-call of the Regular
battalion — some of them thought we
should be called ‘rent-a-company.” But all
that changed when we got our own TAOR.

“Full-time soldiers and part-timers enjoy
the responsibility of the TAOR where they
are the first-line back up to the Royal Ulster
Constabulary policemen on the ground. And
an advantage we have is the local knowledge
of our soldiers coupled with continuity of
service in the area — a UDR battalion does
not pack up and go somewhere else after

four months or 18 months. The new oper-
ations platoons of full-timers mean we can
use these advantages effectively, round the
clock.

eft: For a little boy in Northern Ireland a
soldier with a rifle is no uncommon sight.

Right: Through the chicken mesh of a Iofty.

sangar,abird's-eye view of aborder vehiclesearch.

Below right: No matter the time of day or
night, a checkpoint may snare the enemy.

Below: The high sangar gives close cover to car
searchers along the border with the Republic.

The soldier transferring to the Ulster Defence Regiment permanent cadre
enrols for three years. No longer or shorter engagements are offered by the
regiment but after three years a soldier mayre-engageby one tothree years at
a time. A soldier who changes his mind may give 28 days’ notice to leave the
regiment. There is no reserve liability. ]

A soldier is free to choose which battalion he wishes to serve with and cannot
be transferred to a different battalion without his consent. ; j

A soldier transferring to the UDR permanent cadre will find his previous
service counts towards pay and pension — the same applies to a full-time
UDR soldier transferring to a different regiment. Ex-servicemen accepted for
the full-time UDR will find their previous service also counts towards pay and
pension if they have been out of uniform for fewer than five years.

The permanent cadre soldier is expected to find his own home in Ulster
because the UDR has no barracks or married quarters. The regiment can
often help a soldier find a home through the housing authorities.
Officers are being recruited into the UDR permanent cadre. Majors are
needed as adjutants and to command permanent cadre soldiers within
battalions. Captains’ appointments include seconds-in-command of per-
manent cadres and battalion operations officers, co-ordinating and con-
trolling tasks in battalion areas. Subalterns are needed to command oper-
ations platoons. '
Pension and gratuity schemes are in line with the armed forces pension
scheme and former Regular service counts towards a UDR pension. Upper
age limits on first appointment are 35 for subalterns and 42 for captains and
majors, although in exceptional circumstances these may be waived.
There is no child education allowance. _

Full details of permanent cadre service in the UDR are included in DCI 222/77
or can be obtained from the Recruiting Officer, HQ UDR, Magheralave Road,
Lisburn, County Antrim.




Above: Fitness can save lives. It is as important to
men of the UDR as to any other regiment.

Below: Training goes on despite the work load.

“Recruiting has improved and we are
getting younger men, often persuaded to
join by friends already in the battalion.”

The full-timers — like all soldiers in
Northern Ireland — are resigned to working
long hours. Some of Col Hordern’s men
start at 5Sam and the operations platoons’
responsibilities last at least until 9pm when
the part-timers go out on duty. Some men
check in to the Ballykelly headquarters the
night before a Sam start and sleep in a small
barrack room set up by the battalion. And
like all UDR soldiers they travel to and from
duty from their own homes. Some of them
will say it is impossible to keep UDR mem-
bership confidential in the close-knit com-
munities where they live. Eighty-two UDR
soldiers have been murdered by terrorists
since the troubles began and most of them
were killed travelling to or from work or
going from well-protected UDR centres to
ordinary homes.

Lieutenant Norman Elder commands 5
UDR’s operations platoon. He joined the
permanent cadre after two years’ part-time
UDR service. “The full-time UDR is Regu-
lar Army soldiering,” he said. “But you
can’t say it is the same as the Regular Army
because we work only in Ulster. Pay, con-
ditions and training are comparable with
infantry units in the rest of the Army but
bear in mind our more limited role. There
would not be much point in spending time
doing Nato-style anti-tank training for
example. Running a properly set-up VCP
(vehicle checkpoint) is more use tous . . .”

Lieutenant Elder’s soldiers were taking
over the Muff permanent checkpoint on the
Londonderry-Donegal border, manning the
sangars overlooking the Republic and check-
ing a steady stream of traffic going either
way. “This is one of the jobs we do but we
can take on anything the rest of the Army
would be expected to do in Northern Ireland
except riot control — we’re not trained for
that and we have not the numbers of per-
manent cadre soldiers on hand anyway.

“We work long hours. It’s-not unusual to
be out seven days a week and if there is

something special on we can be out at night
as well, alongside the part-timers,” he said.
“Most people realise this when they join. It’s
an out-of-doors sort of job which a lot of
people like. The wages are not great —
whose are in the Army? — but I know one of
my soldiers came to us from a job centre. He
had been taking home £18 a week before he
joined so that’s one man who more than
doubled his wages by joining the Army.”

Sergeant David Palmer is an ex-Gloster
who met and married a local girl while
serving in the Province in 1969. He left the
Army last year, settled in Northern Ireland
and joined the UDR . . . “After 26 years in
the Army it’s in your blood. Coming from a
Regular unit — or I should say a non-UDR
Regular unit — you do notice some dif-
ferences. You're serving in a regiment with a
mixture of Regular soldiers and part-timers.
The permanent cadre are Regulars, for
example, but our company commander is a
part-timer.

“And you’ve got to get used to things like
a permanent cadre man — a Regular soldier
— going off sick for a couple of days and
bringing you a sick note from a civilian

doctor instead of reporting to the Army
medical officer, .

“Nobody can sign on for more than three
years at a time. You can re-engage of course,
and you can give 28 days’ notice and leave
whenever you want without buying yourself
out or anything like that. And if the regi-
ment has reason, it can give you 28 days’
notice to leave. There are differences and
sometimes the blokes may moan about what
they think are injustices between full-timers
and part-timers and the hours everybody has
to work. But it’s a young outfit and things
will sort themselves out in time.”

Across the Province from the Muff vehicle
checkpoint and the 5th Battalion’s oper-
ations platoon, in the UDR’s purpose-built
Lisburn headquarters, Brigadier Mervyn
McCord, the regiment’s commander, said:
“One of our main weaknesses in the past has
been the lack of a daylight capability but we
are now well on the way to recruiting the
operational platoons to provide this.”

But the brigadier emphasised the con-
tinued role of the part-time soldier as the
backbone of the UDR: “Recruiting for the
operational platoons does not alter the fact
that the main strengths and effort of this
regiment depend on the part-time members.
The dedication and devotion to duty of those
part-time soldiers who, after a long day’s
work do an even longer night’s work in the
service of their fellow citizens, is invaluable
and cannot be replaced.

“Regrettably, we have had to pay a high
price in the number of those who have given
their lives in this cause. But it is encouraging
that an increasing number of young men and
women are prepared to join the regiment
and that recent recruiting has been at its
highest level since the UDR was formed.
More and more people are appreciating the
efforts and following the example of the
regiment.

“This can only be for the good of all.”

Top right: A section prepares to leave the
tenuous security of the ‘wiggly tin’ for the streets.

Right: This time they leave their Land-Rovers
behind to travel by ‘chopper,’ courtesy RAF.
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How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but
they differ in ten details. Look at
them carefully. If you cannot
spot the differences see page 32.
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Buy Leyland-
tax free-
before you go.

Its benefits all the way down the road
to your overseas posting.

Leyland Range means big choice
from Mini to Daimler, including family

b
.

To find out more about the Leyland
range and the special deal for HM Forces
just complete and send off the coupon.

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

cars, estates or Sports cars — economy,
performance, luxury. It’s your choice
from ten famous British marques.

tax free in UK as well as Leyland’s
special discounted prices. Attractive

get on the road.

Distribution Network. The big
Leyland network is ready to help you
choose the best car and take care of
service and parts back up here and
overseas.

Price Savings. Buying before you go
on posting means the benefit of driving

NAAFTI hire purchase rates can help you

0% |
yland International

Tax Free Sales
41-46 Piccadilly, London w1v 0BD.
Telephone: 01-734 6080.

Name

Rank

Unit

Contact Address

Tel:

Posting to (Country]

Delivery required (Date]

I'm interested in (Leyland model]
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SOLDIER fo Soldier

stocky little men who have

served the British so loyally
for well over 150 years and who | hope
you feel serve Hong Kong equally well.”
The Gurkhas, of course — as described
by Lieutenant-General Sir John Archer,
Commander British Forces, Hong Kong,
in a talk to a Hong Kong Rotary club on
‘The Gurkha Soldier.’
The general, who is also Major-General,
Brigade of Gurkhas, told his audience
the enlistment of Gurkhas to serve with
the British was born of chivalry and
respect between soldiers. In 1814, tribes
from the dominant kingdom of Gorkha
had gained control of most of Nepal and
were spreading into Northern India. The
old East India Company was also
expanding and there was a clash of
commercial and territorial interests. An
expeditionary force of British troops
employed by the East India Company
advanced into Nepal and after a bitter
struggle the Gurkhas were reduced to
only 600 survivors who "‘earned the
undying admiration of the 4000-odd
British troops besieging them for their
refusal to give in until forced into near
death by starvation,’” said General
Archer.
“Men of this calibre were too good to
dismiss lightly so a Treaty of Friendship
was signed with Nepal and the offer
made of enlistment into British service.
They have served with us loyally ever
since, even though Gurkha soldiers
have never been British subjects or citi-
zens, nor was Nepal ever conquered or
made into part of the British Empire.
The country remains independent with
its own monarchy and is Britain's oldest
ally in Asia.”
Of the Gurkha regiments brought into

IITHESE tough, brown-faced,

being, 2nd Gurkha Rifles, two battalions -

of which are stationed in Hong Kong's
New Territories, was one of the first
raised and Gurkhas saw action in many
campaigns during the 19th century.
Their loyalty to the British Crown faced
its first real test in 1857 during the
Indian Mutiny. Gurkhas were the first
soldiers to take action against the
mutineers and stood firm to their oath
of allegiance when all seemed lost. This
unhappy confrontation, said the gen-
eral, proved two characteristics of the
Gurkha soldier which were still his
strength today — his loyalty and his
impartiality.

Gurkhas, enlisted for worldwide ser-
vice, served in Malaya in 1876 and in
Cyprus and Malta in 1878. On the first
day of World War One, Nepal placed all
her resources at Britain’s disposal and
allowed many extra battalions to be
enlisted. Gurkhas served with dis-
tinction in France, Flanders, Gallipoli,
Palestine, Salonika and Mesopotamia.
In World War Two, the Maharajah of
Nepal again offered his resources, at a
significant time when France had fallen
and Britain stood alone. Again,
increased recruiting was allowed and
battalions served in North Africa, Italy,
Greece, Malaya and Burma.

A total of 482 battle honours had been
awarded to Gurkha regiments in British
service and countless individual awards

for gallantry or distinguished service,
including 26 Victoria Crosses.
Recruiting was very much on a tribal
basis and consequently battalions
tended to have a character of their own.
“It also means that, like Welsh regi-
ments who have an endless number of
soldiers called Jones, Gurkha names
appear very similar with equally end-
less numbers of Thapas and Gurungs."
When India became independent in
1947, four of the original ten Gurkha
regiments joined the British Army and
the remainder stayed with the new
Indian Army which today had some 50
battalions of Gurkhas. The British Gur-
khas were soon involved in the Malayan
Emergency, then in Brunei in 1962 and
in Borneo from 1963 to 1966.

There were now five Gurkha infantry
battalions in the British Army — three in
Hong Kong, one in Brunei and one in
UK — as well as engineer, signals and
transport regiments. There were 7000
men in all, largely British officers but
with Gurkha commissioned officers up
to the rank of major as well. The British
Gurkhas were now recruited only from
tribes living mainly in the high hills in
central western and eastern Nepal.
They were sons of small farmers and
there were really only two options open
to a young Gurkha boy from the hills —
to farm his father’s land or to enlist.
“Being mainly Hindu of the warrior
caste, they rarely consider any other
form of employment and anyway there
is precious little opportunity in the hills
where they are born,” said General
Archer. “They would lose status if they
lost land and the link with the land is
both a strength and a weakness. They
are all proud, self-sufficient and inde-
pendent people brought up in a stark
environment having to grow food on
land which | suggest would daunt even
the toughest and most dedicated New
Territories farmer.”

The recruit came to the British Army as
a tough, hardy and cheerful soul. He did
not have much more than a primary
school education, he had no social sec-
urity and practically no access to mod-
ern medicine. His leave, once every
three years, meant a long walk and, if
married, for his wife and family too. He
measured distances only in time and a
seven-day walk was not at all uncom-
mon. The young man of 17 might have
little alternative to enlisting in the Brit-
ish Army but he was still very much a
volunteer because Gurkhas liked sol-
diering — a profession to be proud of.
Every family had at least one member in
the British, Indian or Nepalese armies
and in one Gurkha regiment alone there
were 40 sets of brothers, 88 soldiers
whose fathers served in the regiment,
and more than 70 per cent of the men
had relatives with previous service.
“Many more young men apply to enlist
than we can take and the selection pro-
cess is a heartbreaking business
because so many young men — up to
three out of four — have to be turned
away disappointed.”

All recruits signed on for 15 years and
most would serve the full period
because their pay and savings, and

pensions after leaving the Army, were
their one means of acquiring money to
buy land and build a house for them-
selves. If they did not reach the rank of
sergeant in 15 years — and promotion
prospects were competitive — they had
to leave to make way for others. Above
sergeant they could stay in longer,
depending on the rank reached. The
most senior, the Gurkha major — one
perunit— couldstayinforupto 32 years.
Basic training in Hong Kong took 38
weeks. “This may seem a very long
time to you,” the general told his audi-
ence, “but these young men, straight
from the hills, have to be taught things
which you and | take for granted — how
to switch on an electric light, how to
flush a toilet and even how to tie up a
pair of shoes.” The Gurkhas passed out
from the depot as trained soldiers cap-
able of using all platoon weapons with
skill. Most were very good shots and at
the Army's Bisley championships in
1977, the Gurkhas came first out of 66
entries with five teams in the first six
places.

Only a proportion of trained soldiers
were accompanied by their families
although almost all were married. Gen-
erally a soldier served unaccompanied
for about six years before his family
was allowed to join him in Hong Kong
or Brunei. After three years his family
would return to the hills, giving some-
one else a turn.

The unaccompanied rifleman’s basic
rate of pay was £12 a month, sup-
plemented in Hong Kong by an allow-
ance bringing pay up to £48 a month for
the single soldier and £63 for the
accompanied married man. In the UK, if
the Gurkha's income exceeded £116 a
month, he had to pay tax on anything
beyond that at 34 per cent. ‘He may not
be a British citizen but he cannot escape
British tax.”

After 15 years’ service, the Gurkha
received a terminal grant — for a rifle-

man of £676, and for a Gurkha major it *

could be £1153. These rates, however
small by Hong Kong standards, were
determined by agreement by conditions
of service in the Indian Army. “The
Gurkha has very simple tastes,” said
General Archer. “He does not spend his
money except to acquire goods to
improve his eventual standard of living
when he leaves the Army; or he buys
gold. When you see a Gurkha wife,
much of her adornment will represent
her husband's savings, eventually to be
used as currency in the years ahead.”
“Having served with them, walked in
their hills and having experienced their
loyalty and enjoyed their hospitality, |
am nothing less than a total convert,”
said the general. “Most Gurkhas speak
English remarkably well so, when you
see him in the street, either in uniform
or in regimental mufti, you may feel
disposed to speak to him. | know you
will find him both polite and responsive.
“Field-Marshal Lord Slim served with
Gurkhas throughout his distinguished
career. Of them he wrote: 'The
Almighty created in the Gurkha an ideal
infantryman, indeed an ideal rifleman,
brave, tough, patient, adaptable, skilled
in fieldcraft, intensely proud of his
military record and unswervingly loyal.
Add to this his honesty in word and
deed, his parade perfection and his
unquestionable cheerfulness, then ser-
vice with the Gurkhas is for any soldier
an immense satisfaction.’

''As their Major-General, | entirely

agree.”
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trathe control and associated cquipments for civil and
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Technical Authors

We are looking for ‘T'echnical Authors with experience
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‘At Ease’ sweatshirtsareb ully
made leisure wear in fleec¥-lined
100% cdtton material &nd are
available with or without the hood
and pockets. They come with your
regimental badge permanently
printed on the left breast in white
or dark blue depending on the shirt
colour selected. To order, just
indicate in the coupon below:
preferred colour, size, type of
sweat shirt (standard or hooded)
and badge number (from the
chart) and enclose the appropriate
payment (cheque, money/postal

1. L¥e Guards. 2. Blues and Rovyals. 3. Royal Horse
Artiflery, 4. Queen's Dragoon Guards. 5. Royal
Scats Dragoon Guards. 6. 4th/7th Royal Dragoon
Guards. 7. 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards
8. Queen’s Own Hussars. 9. Queen's Royal Irish
Hussars. 10. 9th/12th Royal Lancers. 11. Royal
Hussars. 12. 13th/1Bth Royal Hussars. 13. 14th/
20th King's Hussars. 14, 15th/191th King's Royal
Hussars. 15. 16th/5th Queen’s Royal Lancers.
16. 17th/21st Lancers. 17. Royal Tank Regimert
18. Royal Artillery. 19. Royal Engineers. 20. Rayal
Signals. 21. Grenadier Guards. 22. Coldsteam Guards
23. Scots Guards. 24. Irish Guards. 25. Welsh Guards
26. Royal Scots. 27. Queen’s Regiment. 28. King's
QOwn Royal Border Regiment. 29. Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers. 30. King's Regiment, 31. Royal Anglian
Regiment. 32. Devonshire and Dorset Regiment
33. Light Infantry. 34. Prince of Wales's Own Regi
ment of Yorkshire. 36. Green Howards. 36. Royal
Highland Fusiliers. 37. Cheshire Regiment. 38. Royal
Wetch-Fusitiers-39. Royal Regiment of Wales
40. King's Own Scottish Borderers. 41. Royal Irish
Rangers. 42. Gloucestershire Regiment. 43. Worcester-
shire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment. 44, Queen's
Dtder, cash |' Lancashire Regiment. 45. Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment. 46. Royal Hampshire Regiment
CUSTOM PRINTED 47. Staffordshire Regiment. 48, Black Watch,

49. Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment. 50. Queen’s
At Unit or Company level, sweat Own Highlanders. 51. Gardon Highlanders. 52. Argyll
shirts are available printed with and Sutherland Highlanders. 53. Parachute Regiment
> P 5 54. Brigade of Gurkhas. 55. Royal Green Jackets

your own specific design. Just 56. Special Air Service Regiment. 57. Army Air Carps

M . 58. Royal Army Chaplain’s Dept. 59. Royal Corps of

supply a drawing {it need only be Transport. 60. Royal Army Medical Corps. 61. Royal

(Dugh} for our Art Department to Army Ordnance Corps. 62. Royal Electrical and

Mechanical Engineers. 63. Royal Military Police

work to and we will print it on 64. Royal Army Pay Corps. 65. Royel Army Veterinary
your sweat shirts at no extra charge Corps. 66. RMA Band Corps. 67. Small Arms School
% Corps. 68. Military Provost Staff Corps. 69. Royal
(mlnlmum order 36 shirts). Please Army Educational Corps. 70. Royal Army Dental
i Corps. 71. Royal Pioneer Corps. 72. Intelligence
) supgly size, coloulr, shirt type e, V1 N POaNeE I Tty
information for quantity orders 74. Army Catering Corps. 75. General
Service Corps. 76. Queen Alexandra’s

on a separate sheet. A brochure Royal Army Nursing Corps. 77. Women's
is available on request. Royal Army Corps
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MILLSHORE DESIGNS LTD 90 Wellington St., Kettering, Northants. Telephone: 0536 82483

|Shirt Colour Shirt Size Shirt Type Badge noi Kl
Indicate in boxes Tick in box size Tick in box type Approp. |
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Maroon Small (34") Standard |

[ £6.50 each |

| Navy ; |

Medium (38") With hood
Sky Blue ; % & pockets
Yellow Large (42") £9.50 each
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Bye,

Bye,

Beetle

ON 16 FEBRUARY 1946, SOLDIER
gloomily reported that because of a chronic
shortage of sheet metal and glass the Army’s
own car production line — in Germany —
would probably have to close down. Now, 32
years later, that production line has switched
off for good, ending one of the most remark-
able chapters in motorcar history.

The car was the legendary Volkswagen
Beetle. Although scoffed at by virtually
every other car manufacturer in the world,
nearly 20,000,000 Beetles were sold during
its lifetime, proving that the customer, at
least, admired its robust no-nonsense lines
and reputation for reliability. But how many
of those owners know that had it not been
for the British Military Government in
austere post-war Germany, there might
never have been a Beetle sold on the open
market?

Top: Some modifications, but still the same car.

Above: Even the convertible has hardly changed.
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The £75 Volkswagen — literally trans-
lated as People’s Car — was Hitler’s brain-
child back in 1934, He wanted a reliable car
that would meet the worker’s pocket and
would not be a “class-separating barrier.”
Dr Ferdinand Porsche designed it and in
May 1938 the foundation stone of a hugh
factory complex was laid at Wolfsburg. In
just over a year the factory was complete,
built almost entirely by Italian labour.

When World War Two broke out, the
factory was two months old. A few saloon
cars had been produced but these went to
factory officials. In the expectation of early
victory, the works were closed down for the
duration of the war. But after 12 months it
became obvious that victory was not just
round the corner. At the end of 1940 the
Luftwaffe moved in and work began on air-
craft wings and later, rocket parts.

ahabt Ll &

The German Army then took an interest
in the factory and began turning out the
Kiibelwagen, the military version of the
Volkswagen. In all, 55,000 vehicles includ-
ing 14,000 Schwinmwagen — amphibious
versions — were produced.

The factory was first bombed in 1940 but
the brunt of the attack came in 1944 when
two-thirds of the buildings were destroved.
After that, the machinery was quickly dis-
persed or removed, and output dwindled
away.

And there the Beetle might have died.
The Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers moved into the now deserted fac-
tory and used it as a workshop. Then, in
1945, the British Military Government took
over and, in a matter of months, production
of the saloon car re-started, using German
workers under British military leadership.

All production was for the exclusive use of
the occupying forces, apart from 500 vans
for the German post office.

Bringing the works back to life was no
easy job. Rubble and bomb damage had to
be cleared away and first-aid repairs made to
buildings still useable. Machinery had to be
recovered, sometimes from dispersal points
50 miles away. The German administrative
and production staffs had to be collected and
turned into a team.

At the height of the British Control Com-
mission’s involvement, two Army officers —
a major and a captain — controlled a work-
force of 6000 men plus production, property
and finance of the factory and the enterprises
of the Volkswagen town of Wolfsburg. The
factory had a contract for 45,000 saloons for
British Army of the Rhine.

When it became obvious that the car was a
going concern, the factory was offered in
turn to the British and then to the American
motor industries as war reparations. Lord
Rootes headed the British team which flew
to Germany to investigate the proposal and

on his team’s recommendation the offer was
rejected.

He said the Beetle was too flimsy, too
noisy and did not meet the fundamental
requirements of a motor car. He added that
it would prove popular only for a few years.

Ford’s advisers in America went one stage
further. They reported back: “They are not
giving us anything worth a damn.”

The military government finally relin-
quished control of the now-booming factory
in late 1949 and the rest is history. The first
two Beetles went on sale in Britain in 1952
but, by 1966, sales had increased to 19,405 a
year and peaked at 33,525 in 1972. It is
estimated that there are 300,000 cars still in
use on British roads.

Now, with Volkswagen’s new models
gaining so much popularity, the Beetle has
been phased out in Europe although it will
still be produced at VW plants in Brazil,
Mexico, Nigeria and South Africa.

But without the Army’s original produc-
tion line, the ubiquitous Beetle might well
have died still-born.

Left: German workers press the steel roof panel.
Above: And they said it was too flimsy to last!
Below: 1945, and the Beetle is back in business.
Bottom right: The post-war engine assembly line,
Bottom left: The roof shell after pressing.
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Ifyou can afford
10 a Week...

BRITAIN'S MAJOR PRIVATE HOUSEBUILDER
MAKES THE HOUSEBUYING SO EASY:

Under £10 a week can buy you a Barratt
house of your own — like the unique 1-bedroom
‘Mayfair house. With its living room featuring a
beautiful spiral staircase, iti1s already proving
todays Best Buy for single people and newly-
weds seeking a stylish, easily affordable home.

Mortgages of up to 95% arranged for you.

Jointlncome Mortgages — it's even easier to
buy Barratt if both of you are working. Present
mortgage terms allow you to combine your
Income, so If your joint income is £65 a week
you can buy a Barratt house.

A £60deposit fixes the price of your
Barratt house, even though building costs will
subsequently rise.

Widest choice of house purchase schemes
ask about our Part Exchange, Deposit Saving or
'£250 and Move In’ Schemes which operate on
most Barratt developments.

And you can choose from houses, bungalows
and flats at prices ranging from around £7.000
right up to £40,000 — remember that buying
Barrattis often cheaper than renting.

More than 260 developments — that's the
largest choice in Britain. You'll find a develop-
ment near to where you want to live.

_ Over 300 fully furnished
showhouses open 7 days
aweek from 11.00am

t0 6.00 pm (and staffed by
friendly Barratt people) show
you what wonderful homes
Barratt houses make.

The highly-acclaimed
‘Mayfair’ 1-bedroom house
the perfect home for couples of all ages!

s niain

e e — i ——— 4 R 1

Prices From
Avon £
D Bnstol-Marnina Gdns

Bedfordshire

O Bedford-Park View 11,500
O Harrold-The Green &
D Kempston-Chantry Ave11.575
OLuton-WigmoreLane 9150
OLuton :
OMauldon-George St 11,900

Buckinghamshire

0 Olney-Cowper St 10.275
Cambridgeshire

O Doddington 16.500
O Little Paxton 11.000

OMelbourn-Cbridge Rd 8,750
ONorthboro' -Castle Dr  10.750
DSt Ives-Burstellars 1,200
DO Waterbeach -Denny End 7. 500

Cheshire
O Broughton-Woodlands 9,850
DOCheadie 11

O Congleton-Firs

O Greasby-Mill Lane

O Stanley Burnsud

|
|
|
|
|

U

Essex

O Clacton-Cann Hall 15,600
O Colchester -Wivenhoe 12.250
OWitham-Riverside Walk i

Greater London
OWoodford Green
O Abbey Wood - Oaklands

Gloucestershire
O Newen! - Lakeside

Gwent

O Chepstow 10.900
Hampshire
O Aldershot
O Bournemouth-Bransgare
Rose Hill 13.750
0O Bournemouth -Bransgore
West Road 15,950
O Southampton-
Woodside 12.750

0O Southampton-Green Acre *

Humberside

O B8ngg-Glanford Vale o
O Goole -Woodland Pk 7.150
O Hull -Haworth Park 7,995
O Hull -Priory Grange ¥
DO Hull -The Lawns :
DOHull-Springhead Gr~ 14.2%(

O immingham 7,950
O Pocklington 8.70

O Scunthorpe -Bonestord 7200
O Scunthorpe
RH'\:P‘SDV Aye 7. 18(

Lancashire
O Baolton -Blackrod

A y Park
riey -Astiey Park

Leicestershire
0 Melton Mowtray
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Lincolnshire

0 Boston-Butterwick 8.620
O Boston -Fishtoft 9.725
OChapel 5t Leonards

Holiday Village 4850
O Chapel St Leonards

SeaRd South 9.530

O Cranwell-Church View 8,520
O Fileet -Eastgate Gadns -

O Grantham 8.950
OHogsthorpe Chestnuts 9530
O Langtoh -West End 9.650
O Leasingham 15695
Ouncoln-Doddington Pk 8,145
Duncoin-Greenlands 8,145
OLincoln-Trinon Gdns 8345
O Lincaln -Glebe Park 9.275
DMethenngham 9.060
DSleatord Heckington ~ 9.475
O Sleaford -Lincoln Rd 8.090
O Stamtard 10,275
OWaddington -Ciff Gdns 9.435

Norfolk

O East Dereham Beetley 10 900
DO Heacham -Lodge Red 9.800
O North Walsharr 10 500
(8} « *

DO Norwich Stoke -Holy Cross ©

Northamptonshire
OBrixworth -Ashway 9850

Northumberland
OBedingion Bower G~ 8.850

idon Village
1h -Paddock

Scotland-Central

Doonhank

D Uinlithgow Bricdg

— no postage stamps necessary! (UK only)
Tick the Barratt developments you are interested in, send this ad

to the address below and we'll send you back full details

POST TO. BARRATT DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED. FREEPOST
FORCES ADVISORY DEPT . NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE5 1RP

NAME

sm3 Building houses to make homes in

Over 260 developments throughout Bntain
Member group companies established since 1895

O Mid Calder - Doonbank 13.600
O Renfrew-Fairways 12.650
O Surhng -Broomrdge 11,500
O Uddingston 12.000
O Uphall-Millburn Park o

Olnane -Middleton Pk 9995

o

Scotland- North East

O Aberdeen -Brdge of Don
D Aberdeen -Westhill 10,500
O Aberdeen

Bonnymuir Croh 12.995
DO Ballater -Braemar Road 23,500
OBanchory 10,500
OCruden Bay Brashead 8.99%
DEgin Linkwoor 8,900
OElgin -Springheld 20.000

DEllon-Castle

O Ellon Hillview

OEllon -The Rock &

O Ellon - Meiklermill 10,750

DOFraserburgh C wiew 9 900
's #

9,250

10,250
12 000
ay - Park Hill
s Kirk

]
odioch Mo:
Acharewdh

Shropshire
OWhitchurch
Somerset

O Ml F
DWed

Staffordshire
O Unaxter Byrds Lane B

Suffolk

Sussex

O E Grinstead Este.ots Ouk

Teesside
NGIo!

O Stockton Elmr

0 Stockton - Elton Park 9.950
OYarm-Ingleby Grange 13,500

Wales-North

O Prestatyn-Crud-y-Crag 6,950
Wiltshire

OWaootion Basset 9.350
Worcastershire

ORedditch-Oaklands 10,750
ORedditch Tree Tops ¥

Yorkshire-North
O Harrogate -Fairways 7.150
OHarrogate-ForestView  9.250
OHarrogate Oakdale %
O Leerming Bar -Paddocks 9.695
OPickenng -Firthland Rd 11,250
O Pickenng

Middleton Road 12.495
O Selby - Orchard Lodgs 2
O Scarborough - The Orchard *

0O Stamtord Bridge: 11.850
O Skipton - Dales Gate 7500
O Thirsk -Dowber Lane -~ 9.695
OWhitby E Pk 8695

OYork-Cog
DYork Eas
DYork Haxby, He
O York -Haxby. Holly Tres 16 450
DYork Skelton 9.250

12,650

Yorkshire-South

O Dancaster Cantley

O Ratherham Wi kers|e
O Shetheld Eckington
O Shethield Mast
0 Shetteld Wate

Yorkshire-Waest

OBaidon-Springhek 15 35¢

DOBingley  Southway

O Bingley Warren Pk
st

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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DON'T LEAVE THE CO
EMPTY HANDED.

Beta Coupé 1300, 1600; 2000 (illustrated). Beta Spyder 1600, 2000 (illustrated).

If you're being posted overseas, you're pro-
bably already thinking of taking a car with you.

Your biggest problem is likely to be which
car to take. We'd like to help you decide.

Most manufacturers can arrange for you
to export one of their cars free of UK car tax

Butonly Lancia can provide you with all the

You can make large savings on every model
in our range. So much so that the car you
thought was outside your price bracket is,in
fact, well inside.

On top of this,we’ll help you arrange all
the documentation. Advise you about any
special regulations and specifications required |
in the country you are going to. Help you with
insurance and credit,through NAAFI. Arrange
shipping. In short, take care of everything.

Why not return the coupon to our Forces
Sales Manager, or phone him on 01-998 29927

He'll make sure you leave the country with
the best car you can lay your hands on.

To: Forces Sales Manager, Lancia (England) Limited, —I
Alperton, Middlesex HAO 1HE. Telephone: 01-998 2992.
Please send me information on the following range(s): |

HPE[_] Monte-Carlo[_] Saloon [_] Coupé [ "] Spyder[] |
The car’s destination...........c.vmmmimmmmensCOUNRY) I

Name I
|

Address |

|
|
|
I




A British Army officer has been watching Soviet troops in
action for the first time since World War Two. Major General
Ted Burgess, Director of Combat Development, flew out to
Russia to watch an exercise involving 25,000 soldiers about
600 miles south-west of Moscow.

General Burgess was in a party
with Britain’s military attaché in
Moscow, Brigadier C D H Wilson,
and observers from the United States
and several European nations, to
watch Exercise Berezina.

Warsaw Pact states have given
notice of seven exercises in addition
to Berezina and Nato observers
have been invited to four of them.
Britain and America had not pre-
viously been invited to send obser-
vers under the terms of the Helsinki
Agreement.

Nato countries have notified 20
exercises and have invited Soviet
observers to ten of them.

“Major General Burgess's pres-
ence at Berezina will be a welcome
step towards achieving greater
openness in military matters,” said
the Ministry of Defence. “Britain
believes this contributes significantly
to security and confidence 'in
Europe.”

“Obviously it is a tremendous

opportunity to get the feel of their
Army as much as anything,” said
General Burgess. “Anything that
allows me to see the Russian sol-

diers working properly will be of

very great interest.

“I don’t know too much about the
area that the exercise will be held in,
except that it will be very cold.”

General Burgess is one of the first
two post-war Sandhurst cadets to
become major-generals. He was
commissioned into the Royal Artil-
lery in 1948 and his more recent
appointments include Commander
Royal Artillery 4th Division, and
Director of Army Recruiting.

The general is not the first serv-
ing British soldier to part the Iron
Curtain in recent years. The year
before last a party from the Staff
College, Camberley, visited their
opposite numbers in the Moscow
officers’ staff college.

A return visit was made by the
Russians to Camberley last year and

Majo r—General Ted Burgess

one of the high spots of their tour
was to watch a presentation by a

group of students — led by an
American officer — on the Battle of
Stalingrad.

The Russians rather stole the stu-
dents’ thunder by producing from
their ranks a general who fought
at Stalingrad.

March 1978

urtain

Giitersioh |
to close

RAF Giitersloh, one of the major
trooping airfields in Germany, is to
be closed from April to air traffic —
other than Harrier or Wessex — for
essential repairs.

During this period — expected to
last for 18 months from April 1 —
trooping and charter flights will use
Miinster-Osnabriick Airport. The
UK airport for trooping flights will
still be Luton and transport will be
provided at Miinster-Osnabrick to
take entitled passengers to and from
their Army or RAF destinations.

RAF transport aircraft will use the
German Air Force base at Wunstorf
during the closure.

Full refreshment facilities are
available at Mainster-Osnabruck,
where Customs and currency
exchange facilities will also be pro-
vided. The airport is at Greven, 35
miles north-west of Gitersloh.

Miliiary police will be route-
signing to and from the new ter-
minals for the benefit of passengers. J

Equipment IS effective—MOD

““Whilst it is true that from
time to time shortages in the
provision of certain spares
have occurred for reasons
beyond the control of the
Ministry of Defence or the
Army, the facts simply do not
support recent ill-informed

comments.”’

So says the Ministry of Defence in
reply to charges of ineffective and
obsolete weapons in BAOR,
levelled recently in the national
Press. What has made these charges
more damaging is that they are
alleged to have come from ‘worried
officers.’

“There is wide misconception
over the effect of the defence
reviews,” said a Ministry spokes-
man. “In fact they have had virtually
no effect whatsoever on the equip-
ment programme except for the
cancellation of Vixen and RS 80.”

Vixen was to be the new
armoured car, and RS 80 is a rocket
launcher.

“There has, however, been slip-
page due mainly to industrial prob-
lems in the UK. A great deal of
progress is now being made and we
are today in the midst of a dynamic
equipment programme.

“No fewer than 40 new equip-
ments are scheduled to be intro-
duced into general service in the
next year and a further 50 in the
following four years, all of which
should considerably improve our
effectiveness.”

In the new CVR(T) series of
tracked reconnaissance combat veh-
icles, Striker, Scorpion, Scimitar,
Spartan, Samaritan and Sampson
are either in service or will be
shortly (see SOLDIER, October
1977).

The new Lynx helicopter will start
to enter service this year and will be
issued to the Army Air Corps. As

Lynx comes into service the SS11
missile will be replaced by TOW —
tube-launched optically tracked
wire-guided missile.

Early deliveries have been accel-
erated on the new anti-tank weapon
Milan, and development is pro-
ceeding on the light anti-tank
weapon to replace the Carl Gustav
and 66mm recoilless launcher.

The re-barrelling programme of
the M109 gun is taking place now
and is due for comFletion by May
this year. This will increase the
range and accuracy of the gun.

Picture shows Striker, the tracked
rocket launcher in the CVR(T)
series.
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The Guards are renowned
for their family traditions. But
a father and no fewer than
five sons have positively
made one regiment a clan

affair.

For Mr Angus McEwan’s lads
have all followed firmly in father’'s
highly polished boot-steps by joining
the Scots Guards.

Mr McEwan enlisted in 1945 and
served with the regiment in the Far
East and Rhine Army. His eldest
son, Rory, joined in 1975 and is now
serving with 1st Battalion.

Son number two, Conal, is serving
in the same battalion as his brother
after enlisting in 1976. Brothers Neil
and Gregor signed on in 1977 and
are at present at the Guards Depot
where they were joined by the fifth
son, Fergus, in January this year.

And to make sure his personal
platoon was up to scratch at Pir-
bright, dad turned up too to brush
up their drill.

Being on the lookout for recruits is
not the only search Warrant Officer
1 Les Walker takes on . . . for he has
been recruited to look for lost jewel-
lery with his metal detector.

Les’s treasure trail started when
he was approached at the York
Army Careers Information Office,
where he works, to help find a lost
ring in a girl’s garden.

With military efficiency it took
him just three minutes to sweep the
area with his detector and find the
missing ring. Since then he has been
inundated with calls.
greatest successes (pictured with the
anxious ‘customer’ looking on) was
the recovery of a £400 diamond-
and-sapphire ring lost at a fete.

3t

The first time that an Army ship has
taken part in a Royal Navy Review
— during last year's Jubilee celebra-
tions— has been captured on canvas.

The picture was painted by Major
Bill Wynn-Werninck, late of the
Royal Army Service Corps, and
shows Her Majesty’s Army Vessel
Audemer saluting the Royal Yacht

Britannia.

Sounds like a
big order

Grampian Reproducers Ltd, of
Kingston-upon-Thames, has won
a Ministry of Defence order
worth £320,000 to supply its new
mobile sound system to the
Army. The sets will be used at
tattoos, displays, ceremonial and
sporting events and on other
military occasions when inde-
pendent facilities for broad-
casting speech and music are
needed.

The first of the new systems
should be in use this Spring.

Audemer is a landing craft tank
Mark 8 and is crewed by officers and
soldiers of the Royal Corps of
Transport.

The Jubilee review was also the
first time that the Army Ensign had
been flown on such an occasion. The
flag is a blue ensign defaced with the
Army badge — crossed swords sur-
mounted by the crown and lion.



Sappergrenade
refurns

The Royal Engineers in
Rhine Army have links with
Hameln and the River Weser
stretching back to 1946, so it
is perhaps appropriate that
the town has been chosen as
the site of a new combat
engineer training centre
aimed at improving the skills
of sappers and junior non-
commissioned officers.

Plans for the centre were finalised
in August last year and the official
opening was by Brigadier John
Groome, Chief Engineer 1 (BR)
Corps.

He spoke of the sappers’ associ-
ation with Hameln and recalled that
from 1946 to 48 there had been an
engineer training centre in Gordon
Barracks. The shoulder flash
adopted and worn by them was that

HQ Troops, 21 Army Group
with a sapper grenade superim-
posed. This badge has been adopted
as the sign of the new training centre.

thin

Pictured is the sergeant (right) show-
ing his commendation to three of the
men who worked under his direc-:
tions to save the motorists.

Chelsea club Is tops

Soldiers in London’s Chelsea Barracks have their own West End club . . .
their Naafi. And it has just won a top prize for its excellence.

Men of the Welsh and Scots Guards who use the junior ranks club toasted
the efforts of manageress Cicely White when she was presented with her
handsome silver cup and a cheque for £115 by Mr Norman Dacey, Naafi’s
marketing director.

The Chelsea Barracks club topped the poll of clubs in Scotland, Northern
Ireland, Wales, the Midlands and London with points for its environment,
sales performance, cleanliness and relationship with the units it serves.

In second place was the Castlemartin Club in Pembrokeshire which
received £80, and third, Benbecula Naafi in the Outer Hebrides. Awards of
£40 went to six regional winners and £20 to regional runners-up.

ing saves lives

A Gurkha sergeant whose
quick thinking and fast reac-
tions saved the lives of three
motorists during a flash flood
last summer has been
awarded the Commendation
of the Commander British

Forces Hong Kong.

Sergeant Lalbahadur Ale and
seven men from the Ist Battalion,
2nd King Edward VII's Own
Gurkha Rifiles, snatched the three
men from their car as it was swept
away by swollen river waters near
Pak Nai village in Hong Kong’s New
Territories last June.

Sergeant Lalbahadur received his
Commendation from Brigadier Mike
Carleton-Smith, Commander
Gurkha Field Force, at a parade
held at the battalion’s Burma Lines
barracks,

Brigadier Carleton-Smith also
passed on the congratulations of the
Commander British Forces,
Lieutenant-General Sir John
Archer, to the seven soldiers who
were also involved in the incident.

The incident arose last June when
the Gurkhas were returning to their
barracks from the military firing
range on Castle Peak. A sudden
heavy rain storm flooded a river and
made the ford by which the road
crossed it impassible.

Despite warnings from Sergeant
Lalbahadur, the three men tried to
cross the river in their car but it was
immediately swept away.

Under the direction of Sergeant
Lalbahadur, the soldiers ran to a
footbridge downstream and by hold-
ing on to both the bridge and the car
managed to delay it long enough to
get the two passengers out.

Realising that the driver could not
save himself, all eight soldiers ran
after the car, overtook it and, by
forming a human chain, managed to
grab the driver before the car was
again swept away in the torrent.

Having rescued the occupants,
Sergeant Lalbahadur and his men
finally turned their attention to the
car itself and eventually managed to
anchor it with a rope to a tree
further downstream.

‘It is clear that Sergeant Lal-
bahadur Ale used his initiative and
common sense and displayed lead-
ership of a high degree,” said the
citation accompanying the award.

‘Had he and his men not reacted
so quickly and positively, it is very
likcﬂy that lives would have been
lost.’

i‘-;;.é&
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Make your last year at school interesting, exciting and productive

Complete your academic studies in a residential school set in 20 acres of beautiful surroundings on the Menai Straits.
Courses to GCE and CSE level in Mathematics, English, English Literature, Science, Technical Drawing and Scripture

in classes averaging 20 boys. Training is also given in theoretical and practical seamanship including boatwork in our
own boats on the Straits. All boys undertake an Engineering Familiarisation Course and are encouraged to participate
in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.

Most boys proceed to the Royal Navy or the Merchant Navy but the development of character and self-reliance at
INDEFATIGABLE is equally suited to life ashore. A year at INDEFATIGABLE entitles a boy to six months remission of
sea service towards the various Merchant Navy certificates.

Ak Boys of good character and health may enrol at age 14 years for entry between 15 and 15} years of age.

Write for Brochure and Application Form to:—

= ‘“ The Registrar (Dept SP13)

) INDEFATIGABLE

Room 22,0riel Chambers 14 Water Street,
Liverpool L2 8TD

Founded 1864
(Patron HRH The Duke of Edinburgh)

Recognised by, and in receipt of a grant from,
The Welsh Education Office
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A FIRST CLASS TRAINING FOR |
EX-SERVICE MEN & WOMEN IN

SERVICE STATION
MANAGEMENT

BTOP SALARY @ GENEROUS BONUSES M PENSION SCHEME @ PROMOTION
PROSPECTS B PLUS OTHER FRINGE BENEFITS B COMPANY CAR (if you work
in London or the Home Counties after 6 months as a Manager)

HERON is young. It's growing fast. It's well established and already sets the pace |
other petrol retailers must follow.

With 170 service stations in operation and a further hundred planned, we are Iookmg
for ambitious determined men and women, aged 21-40. Education and previous
experience do not matter.

For asecure job in your area, with a good future, ring or write to :

Training Manager, (Dept SOL)

HERON SERVICE STATIONS LIMITED

Training Centre, 163/175 Shoreditch High Street, Shoreditch, London E1 6HU. Tel: 01-729 2321

e

VALXHALL

1. WE ARE MAIN DEALERS FOR VAUXHALL. 4, WE USE NAAFI HIRE PURCHASE SCHEMES.
So we do know about them - we don’t just obtain We don’t know of a competitive commercial plan
them from a local dealer and then pretend we that offers so much. Your own organisation really
know all about them. See our specification pack does give you a better deal.

HIVER a1 KOO W 8. Wi ToRs 5. CUSTOMERS LIKE OUR SERVICE.

2. WE ARE EXPERIENCED EXPORTERS. We are always thinking of ways to improve our
We handle exports for the Diplomatic Service, service. We race Vauxhall ourselves, we fit fuel
foreign embassie_s as well as British servicemen. economy systems, we prepare Comprehensive
We know the drill and can save you time and spares kits (in Egypt that's important), we air-
bother. freight willingly to our customers. We are

3. OUR PRICES ARE COMPETITIVE always learning something new and putting
They should be, we deal direct with Vauxhall it into use for our customer’'s benefit, maybe
Motors. So you can benefit. that's why they like our service.

Send for our Vauxhall Specification pack. It is easy to complete. |t doesn’t commit you
to anything but assists you in making up your own mind about the car you want, the
specification to suit you and how much it will cost. It includes H.P. and insurance too.

HAMILTON MOTORS (LONDON)LIMITED,

466-490 EDGWARE ROAD,LONDON W2 1EL. Tel. 01 723 0022

Please send me your Vauxhall Specification pack.

Address:
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Pariners stamp friendship

Sapper goodbye
and hello

Chieftain and Centurion
bridgelayers provide a
dramatic steel awning for the
final parade and drive-past of
31 Armoured Engineer
Squadron, Royal Engineers.

The squadron, which has
been in Osnabriick for the
last seven years, now joins
the Hohne-based 26
Armoured Engineer Squad-
ron to form the new 26 Corps
Armoured Engineer Squad-
ron as part of the Rhine
Army restructuring. The new
squadron will be stationed at
Miinsterlager. The parade
was inspected by Corps
Commander Royal
Engineers, Brigadier John
Groome.

N
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The strong social and sporting ties
which exist between Nasch-
schubbataillon 1 and 1 (BR) Corps
Postal and Courier Communications
Unit, Royal Engineers, have been
officially and ceremonially cemented
with a ‘partnership’ parade at Han-
nover.

Formed up

More than 300 soldiers from the
German logistic support unit and
200 from the postal unit formed up
on the square. Music was played by
the bands of 3rd Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, and
Heeresmusikkorps 1.

Addressed

Following the inspection of the
parade by Brigadier J] W Bridge,
Director of Postal and Courier
Communications, and Oberst E
Wetter, Chief of Staff Pan-
zergrenadierdivision 1, the two
inspecting officers addressed the
parade.

Brigadier Bridge said how pleased
he was to be present at the partner-
ship parade: “A true partnership is
intended for the mutual benefit of
those who enter into its contract. I
feel confident that the partnership
we are witnessing will flourish for
the benefit of not only the members
of the two units, but hopefully their
families and the British and German
communities generally.”

Partnership

Oberst Wetter said the exchang-
ing of partnership scrolls would seal
an association that had grown in the
last two years.

“It was not only the proximity of
the two units in Hannover that
brought about the affiliation, but
also the similarity of their role.

Friends

“Soldiers became friends on the
many duty, social and sporting
events in which they participated
and this will guarantee a continuing
and active partnership”.

Romanu makes
00 go
a Fiji first
A little piece of Royal Artillery history has been made in

Northern Ireland with the promotion to warrant officer 2 of
37-year-old Romanu Naceva — the first Fijian to reach this

rank with the gunners.
Romanu is obviously delighted —
and so are his relatives on the island
of Vanua Lavu in Fiji. Romanu is
serving with 17 (Corunna) Battery,
26 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery.
He joined the British Army in the
early 1960s, when about 200 of his
fellow countrymen and women were
recruited, and says that he has since
had no cause to regret his decision.
“I've been away from home for so
long that I've got used to the colder
weather of Europe, and given the
same chances again I would do

exactly the same thing — the Army .

is fine and it broadens the mind."”
His wife Wainikiti Tavatri and
children Marisilina Sauvakadua

(11), Paulo Sevania (7), and
Makarita Dinaulu (3), are in
Dortmund, where the regiment will
return after its four-month tour. The
children can all understand their
parents’ home language, but only
Marisilina is learning to speak it —
alonF with French and German.

Of the Fijians who joined the
Army, about 70 are still serving, 20
of them with the gunners — and
Romanu has four compatriots with
him in 26 Field Regiment.

Picture shows Romanu starting out
on patrol in a Saracen with some of
his men.
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CAR scheme. The leading
Leyland distributors in Cyprus
willsettheprice you are quoted
againstanew or used car
Whicheveryou

choose, your car will be":'_:"
waiting at the airport.

Y ill ’ Contact John Horgan, Inter-Car Centre,
That way, you will have all - L0t T emimator

going, the Henlys Organisation
can arrange to have a new
Leyland car waiting for you on
your arrival

Before departing on your
tour of duty in Cyprus, trade in
yourpresent car at any branch
of Henlys for a sensible part-
exchange price.

Printed to your design

in wash-fast dyes, permanent whites,
gold, silver or velvet flock finishes.
Quality shirts in a wide range of
colours and sizes; no minimum
order. We offer-a complete design
and print service at competitive
prices.

For details and personal
attention:

CAPNICORY

Dept 09, Capricorn Graphics,=
PO Box 1, OffertonIndustrial

@: advantages of the INTER Bristol $3 3LH.Tel: Bristol 662261. /

Estate, Hempshaw Lane, Stockport, SK2 5TX.

@61-4808241 2 /

MAX SPIELMANN

quality prints send
your filmsl:o MAXI!

PROCESSED WITH MAXICOLOUR PRINTS

12Exp- £1.36 « 20Exp- £2.00
24 Exp-£2.32 ° 36Exp-£3.28

FULL CREDIT FOR FAILURES — SUBJECT TO

A MINIMUM PROCESSING CHARGE OF 40p

MAXICOLOR REPRINTS ONLY 12p
Maxicolor Enlargements

7I'fx5"or 5"x5ll 10" x7fl or aff.xall
only each only 95p each

TRANSPRINTS

ENPRINT SIZE 17p » 7x5 or 5x5 as format 50p
FAOM 126 and 135 SLIDES ONLY (NO GLASS)

PROCESS BNCLBSRD SRl Lo L L i i FILM
MEGS REFRINDS EMEGMNTS ol ul. . oha i
- SLIDES ENFRINTIS ENLGMNIS .. oo coctivins

Overseas
customers
add Return
Air Mail
charges

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

MAX SPIELMANN (PO. Box 113)
SILKHOUSE COURT, TITHEBARN ST
LIVERPOOL L69 2HA

SENIOR LAND
SURVEYORS

Qualified Surveyors experienced in
working overseas are required to
lead parties operating abroad in a
variety of locations.

Proven ability in the management of
field parties, together with first class
technical experience is necessary.
These are challenging positions, and
afford good prospects of advance-
ment in a progressive Company.

Applicants should apply to:
The Personnel Manager,
cHuntiIng Surveys &
onsultants Limited,
| /:I[, Elstree Way,
% ¥ Borehamwood,
Pk Herts.

@
S
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Redundancies
hit school
numbers

Redundancies in the Army
have led to a greater number
of girls than normal leaving
the Royal Soldiers
Daughters’ School during the

current school year.

So far it has been possible to fill
these extra vacancies from the wait-
ing list, but there are now about six
vacancies available for the Summer
term which cannot be filled in this
way and more will be available for
the Winter term 1978.

It is important that applications
for vacancies for girls due to start
secondary education next Sep-
tember should reach the school sec-
retary by the middle of March. The
address is Royal Soldiers Daughters’
School, 65 Rosslyn Hill, London
NW3 5UD (phone 01-794 7707).

For some years Trent College at
Nottingham has offered Albert Ball
scholarships and bursaries for sons
of disabled and deceased members
of the RAF, in memory of one of
their most famous old boys, Albert
Ball VC. The two Albert Ball scho-
larships for the RAF are to be
retained, and the value is to be
raised to £450 from September
1978, and this may be increased in
cases of need if evidence of means is
provided. It has now been decided
to increase the number of Albert
Ball scholarships to three, so that
one of them may be open to per-
sonnel of the Army and Royal Navy.

In addition, there will be four
bursaries available of £405 a year
with effect from September 1978.
These bursaries are available for the
entry of boys from the age of eleven
on 1 September, and in certain cir-
cumstances boys can be admitted
from the age of ten-and-a-half.
These bursaries are also available
for the entry of boys from prep
schools via common entrance at the
age of 13.

Same beret—

Cush

Sandy

The Royal Corps of Trans-
port’s 10 Regiment thought
17-year-old Sandy McAteer
was a knockout when she
asked to be adopted as a unit
pin-up. So, as four times
Army unit boxing cham-
pions, they decided she was
just the girl for them.

So while most girls are concerned
about getting rings on their fingers,
Sandy sportingly opted for a square
ring when she visited 10 Regiment
in Northern Ireland where it is cur-
rently serving away from its home
base in Germany.

The RCT ‘bruisers’ stuck strictly

to Queens(berry) regulations,
though, and treated Sandy gently
during her visit. But she couldn’t
resist the comment that it had been
“smashing.”’
Sergeant Leslie Georing is raising
the winner’s arm, and Lance-
Corporal Leslie Lawton is the lucky
opponent flattened by Sandy’s
charms.

different uniforms

.Men of 1st Battalion, The King’s Regiment, currently part of the British
contingent in the United Nations Force in Cyprus, formed part of the guard of
honour paraded to greet UN Secretary-General Dr Kurt Waldheim when

he visited the troubled island recently.

comes rolling in

A total of £130,000 was
raised in the Christmas
appeal for Service
firefighters, Ssafa has

announced.

Here, Miss New Zealand
(Michele Hyde) presents a cheque
for £1000 to the chairman of Ssafa,
Lieutenant-General Sir Napier
Crookenden, as a special thank-you
from Anchor Butter.

The cheque was in appreciation of
the efforts of servicemen to save the
butter factory when a fire next door
to it was stopped from spreading
only by an all-night battle.

The bulk of the cash was dis-
tributed before Christmas. Com-
manders of firefighting units were
given discretion to allocate the
money as they saw fit. Some gave
out cash, others food hampers, gift
vouchers, children’s parties, pan-
tomime visits or help with transport.

champ
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The first 105mm guns to be issued to a reserve unit will be
‘broken in’ this month at the Larkhill ranges.

The gun has been in service with
Regular units for just over a year
and now 289 Commando Battery,
Royal Artillery, at East Ham
London, has received the new gun.
The first live firing will be on Lark-
hill ranges in March.

Pictured unpacking a gun plat-
form are (left to right) Gunner
Geoff Hill, Sergeant Ron Gorman
and ROMS Roy MacNaughton,
watched by Major John Meggy, bat-
tery commander.

Home’s cash bid

Linburn, the residential centre for Scottish war blinded, has
mounted a campaign to raise £80,000 for urgently needed

improvements.

Linburn receives no State aid
and exists wholly on the kindness of
the public by donations, deeds of
covenant and legacies.

“It’s a long time since World War

GENUINE
SURPLUS

@® COMBAT CLOTHING
@ PARA SMOCKS

@ FLYING SUITS

@ SLEEPING BAGS

® '58 WEBBING
® 0.G. TROUSERS

‘Almost anything in
genuine govt. surplus’

Call 'phone or write

(S.A.E.)
SILVERMAN'S
(Department S)

28, Harford Street,
London, E.1.
Tel. 01-790 5257, -

Personal callers Mon.-Fri.
Nearest Tube — Mile End.

Two and the men of Linburn are
getting older and less able to cope,”
explained the Duke of Buccleuch,
preésident of the Scottish National
Institute for the War Blinded.

Now a new ward is needed and
doors and corridors must be
widened to take wheelchairs,
Kitchen and laundry facilities need
to be extended and more beds are
required.

Donations should be sent to Scot-
tish War Blinded, 38 Albany Street,
Edinburgh.

Terriers get new gun

Nick smiles

through to
top prize

Lieutenant Nicholas Mercer
has been awarded the
Ambrose Pratt prize by the
Young Officers’ Wing of the
Royal School of Artillery,
Larkhill.

The prize is awarded to the young
officer ‘who shows the best all-
round improvement in officer quali-
ties during his young officer course
— one of the qualities being a sense
of humour.’

The presentation will be delayed,
as Lieutenant Mercer’s unit — 26
Field Regiment, Royal Artillery —
is on duty in Northern Ireland. He
will be presented with his prize, a
ceremonial sword, on his return
from the Province.

He is currently troop officer with
159 (Colenso) Field Battery in Lur-
gan.

rescue

An ex-Army Land-Rover has taken on a new life — as the first
emergency animal rescue vehicle in Hong Kong.

For the last two months it has
been undergoing renovations at the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical

Fantastic

FUND RAISERS

. Raise money for your club, charity or erganisation,

;| GOOD PRIZES - GOOD PROFITS - INSTANT PAYOUT

o ti - NO WAITING. Write or phone for new FREE BROCHURE
and samples of our established range of fund raising tickets selling
at 5p. and 10p: Pontoon, Super Pontoon, Bandit. Beer, Lucky 7.
Tenner Bingo. Six Shot Bandit, Rayal Pontoon, Golden Pontoan,

and Double Hand poker

Gross profits from £27,60 to £81.00 per set, All sets of
tickets are guaranteed.Our tickets are the most successful
fund raisers of their type available in the U.K.

—now available
New Lakeland (tamper proof)
'FOOTBALL CARDS 4
& PUNCHBOARDS:

[ Comprehensive range in stock.

|
—~—

o X

: = The distributors and wholesalers

: : OXER *. |AKELAND INVESTMENTS
s 5-7 New York Road, Leeds LS2 7PL

Tel: Leeds (0532) 34230 Telex 557220

B B B B Answering Service when closed - Leeds (0532) 706621 Il W B
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Engineers’ 50 Command Workshop
at Sham Shui Po — a task taken on
voluntarily by the ‘Army.

Then, fitted out with radio, lad-
ders, lights, ropes and other
emergency equipment, the vehicle
was handed over by Lieutenant-
Colonel Mike Gardner, Com-
mander REME Hong Kong, to Mr
David Marchington, chairman of
Hong Kong's Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
and the society’s controller, Dr
Robert Callow. ¢

Bought by the society as Ministry
of Defence surplus, the Land-Rover
will be based at their headquarters
in Kowloon.

From there it will be on 24-hour
standby, answering calls from any-
where on Hong Kong Island, in the
New Territories or Kowloon.

The society’s 16 inspectors are to
receive training in the use of the
vehicles' special equipment. And
since many call-outs involve the
rescue of animals trapped on ledges
and cliffs, the inspectors will be
given mountaineering training and
abseiling to back up their basic
instruction.




Dutch honour Arnhem hero

Major-General Johnny Frost fought to take the bridge at
Arnhem, the legendary ‘Bridge too Far.’
it, with the best wishes of the

later, he has been ‘given’
townspeople.

The then-Lieutenant-Colonel
Frost was in command of 2nd Bat-
talion, The Parachute Regiment,
who held one end of the towering
bridge across the Rhine against a
Panzer division for four savage and
bloody days.

Although the operation failed and
a large part of Arnhem was des-
troyed as a result, the link forged
between the town and Britain is as
strong now as it was then.

[Graves traced |

At this time of the year, when many
people are planning their holidays
abroad, they may remember a rela-
tive or friend who died in one of the
two world wars. They may want to
visit the grave — but how can they
find it? It is here that the Com-
monwealth War Graves Commission
can help.

The Commission keeps records of
1,700,000 Commonwealth war dead
buried or commemorated in nearly
every corner of the world and is able
to quickly give the location of a single
grave among the many thousands.

Anyone who needs such infor-
mation should send as many details
as possible of the war casualty con-
cerned (full name, unit, rank, date of
death and so on) to the Commission
at 2 Marlow Road, Maidenhead,
Berkshire, SL6 7DX.

Now, 33 years

Which is why, when a new bridge
was built to ease the town’s traffic
problem, the local authorities
decided to name the old one after
their old friend, John Frost.

Mystery stone

A heavy lump of stone which came with 6th Queen Elizabeth’s
Own Gurkha Rifles all the way from Hong Kong to their
present station at Church Crookham is causing some
headaches — because no-one knows quite where it came from.

The brass inscription on the
stone’s base plate has been worn
smooth by constant polishing and
now the British Museum has been
called in to help trace its history.

The stone is mentioned in a letter
from a retired lieutenant-colonel,
now a member of the regimental
association, which shows that it was
stolen in 1916 from ruins in the Ur
of Chaldees, an ancient Babylonian

cophagus. But it had to be left.

“The looting propensities of the
2/6th GR resulted in the carrying
away of a large basalt slab, which for
some time had been regarded with
longing eyes by everyone who
visited Safah.

*This slab was thought by experts
to be the lintel of a doorpost, and
was very finely carved, showing the

town. For a long time the heavy
stone was used as a doorstep in the
officers’ mess bathroom at Abbot-
tabad, but the rest is a mystery.
“In September 1916, and onward
through the cold weather, two com-
panies at a time for a fortnight,
alternately with the 2/5 GR, were at
Safah,” reads the letter. “The chief
interest of this place was its prox-
imity to Ur of Chaldees. Many
officers found the ruins very inter-
esting, and a certain party made
great efforts to disinter a sar-

lower part of an Assyrian figure.
This was brought back on a hospital
tonga (strcuhu r) and reposed for a
long time in Rice’s bathroom in
Nasariyeh, to the great disgust of all
who searched for it. It eventually
found its way back to India and is
(was) in the mess at Abbottabad.”
The stone is now reposing in the
entrance hall of the 6th QEO
officers” mess. Any ex-Gurkha
officer who can shed any light on the
mystery should contact the Gurkha
Museum at Church Crookham.

But there was one problem.
Bridges in Holland are never named
after living people. Or rather they
weren’t because the Dutch Minister
of Transport immediately agreed™to
Armnhem’s request, and the old

bridge is now officially the John
Frostbrug.

On the day when the new bridge,
the graceful Roermondspleinbrug,

was opened, Major-General Frost,
now a farmer in Sussex, took part
in the procession through Arnhem.

He was able to watch the new
bridge being opened and then to
ride back across the old one, which
changed its name to his the moment
he crossed it.

John Frost had got his bridge
back.

career +

Management
Prospects

Leaving the Service? Then this is your opportunity to start a new
career, that is not only extremely rewarding but offers excellent
prospects for promotion to management level.

The L.I.S. Group of Companies, specialists in Life Assurance —
Finance — Investment — Mortgages, offer all personnel a chance to
join the many successful ex-Servicemen in the Insurance industry

and within our Group.

Why not contact our Recruiting Manager and let him explain how
YOU could become a member of one of today's most progressive
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complete the coupon below.
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(Army

An Army staff-sergeant has
been awarded the Queen’s
Commendation for Brave
Conduct for his actions at the
scene of a major fire in a
London warehouse.

Staff-Sergeant James Nicholas
Rogers, serving with the Depot
Regiment, Royal Artillery, at
Woolwich, was sent out as co-
ordinator from the Service firefight-
ing base at Armoury House, City
Road, when a serious fire was
reported at a Clerkenwell ware-
house on 16 November 1977.

The citation to the award records
that soldiers fighting the fire soon
began to suffer from the eftects of
smoke and on at least a dozen occa-
sions Staff Rogers went into the
smoke-filled building to lead to
safety teams attempting to locate
the seat of the fire. Having ensured
the safety and welfare of these sol-
diers, he briefed their replacements
and returned with them into the
building.

Staff Rogers supervised the
evacuation of the building when he
noticed that the structure had
Qecnme unsafe. He was then told

ﬁre hero’s brav_ery

that a fire officer had fallen through
a pavement skylight into the base-
ment of the building. Although the
basement was filled with smoke and
flames, Staff Rogers and another
soldier placed a ladder through the
skylight. He then descended into the
basement and led the fire officer to
safety.

The fire took more than six hours:
to bring under control and at the
height of the blaze Staff Rogers had
11 Green Goddesses and their crews:
under his command.

‘During the whole of this time,
under adverse and totally alien con-
ditions, Staff-Sergeant Rogers dis-
played courage of the highest order,’
states the citation.

scheme.

MARCONI
ELLIOTT
AVIONICS

A GEC-Marcon: Electromes Company

If you’re used to using
Technical Handbooks
do you think you
could write them?

If your Forces experience has covered a wide range of
electronics, instrument or mechanical servicing work, you'll be
familiar with manufacturers*servicing literature. Well, here's
your chance to enjoy a really interesting, well-paid job helping
to write it when you leave the service |

At Rochester, we're world leaders in airborne systems and
our Technical Publications Department is giving a vital back-up
service by providing a wide variety of Technical Documentation
covering operational manuals and specifications.

So, if you have a sound knowledge of electronics servicing
and an aptitude for writing clear and concise technical inform-
ation, we can offer you all the benefits of working for a highly
progressive company within a major electronics group. You can
enjoy high earnings, excellent working conditions, sports and
social facilities and a comprehensive pension and life assurance

If you're interested in a career in our Technical Publications
Department, phone:
Medway (0634) 44400 Ext. 52 or
write to him at
Avionic. Systems Limited, Airport
Works,
Rochester, Kent.

J.M. Neate on

Marconi-Elliott

Maidstone Road,
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One of the great surprises of the nine-week firemen’s strike was the overwhelming supportr given to

soldiers by the general public. Probably not since the General Strike of 1926 has the Army been
involved in such a sustained aid to the civil community. But in that confrontation the soldiers were seen
as unwelcome strike-breakers. In the firemen’s strike the public showed their support and admiration

in a hundred different ways.

In all, 20,750 sailors, soldiers and airmen were involved in providing emergency cover with military
precision in Operation Burberry. During that period they went to 37,247 incidents, ranging from
«chip-pan fires to multi-million pound blazes. Ten thousand of the firefighters were soldiers, most of
whom received only rudimentary training before being sent out in their antique green Civil Defence fire

iengines.

But so popular did these old tenders — mothballed way back in the *fifties — prove with the public that they
‘were quickly known by their original nickname of ‘Green Goddesses.’
At any one time there were 11,000 servicemen deployed on two shifts on actual firefighting duties, replacing

32,500 strikers.

Covering the whole of the UK with just 1000 Green Goddesses based at only 389 locations, using crews untrained
in modern firefighting techniques, without breathing apparatus, and without specialised knowledge of their local

areas, looked like an impossible task at the start of the strike.

CoventryCV14aDU

J.& J.CashlLtd.KingfieldRoad,
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Bentham Grammar
School

Independent, Co-educational, Day and Boarding School
Recognised by the Department of Education and
Science

AcademicYear 197879

Applications should now be made for Boarding
places in the Senior School for boys and girls
aged about 11, and also for places in the
Junior forms for children aged 8-10 years.

Bentham,
Lancaster, LA2 7DB
Tel: Bentham 61275

Applications for 6th form entry can also be
Prospectus and considered.
details of entry
from Headmaster's
Secretary

‘0" and ‘A’ level courses, games and general
activities.
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The sprawling Strathclyde region, for in-
stande, including Glasgow — ‘the tinderbox
of Sgotland’ with its notorious Victorian tene-
menf) blocks — had only 480 men from 1st
Batlilion\ The Royal Highland Fusiliers, filling
in far 1959 full-time firemen. And their God-
dess ladders reached only to the second floor
of the tenements.

The troops were moved into TAVR centres,
cadet huts, police stations, a holiday camp and
even Carlisle Castle. At first the only facility
in many places was just enough space to stretch
out a sleeping bag on the floor. Small wonder
that one temporary billet achieved some notor-
iety in the Press when it was dubbed the ‘Cock-
roach Hilton’ by its unfortunate patrons.

But gradually conditions improved. Here
again the generosity of the public was over-
whelming. Television sets, books, games and
most of the comforts of home were provided
by grateful factories, shops and individuals,
many of whom were for the first time seeing
their Arm{l at work.

“This showed the public that we are not
just groups of bungling amateurs but rather that

we have the professional ability to
get with it very quickly,” said
Major-General Henry Woods,
General Officer Commanding
North East District.

“Within 72 hours of moving into
locations the temporary firemen
were dealing expertly with out-
breaks.” Fingers were crossed, he
said, because firefighting is so
remote from a soldier’s task but they
soon learned to cope.

Christmas was the high point in
the public's generosity. Probably for
the first time, people were made to
realise that, for the Army, time off is
not a God-given right. Few units
were stationed near their homes —
most were in unfamiliar towns. But
every drill hall had its quota of invi-
tations to functions and soldiers
were invited to people’s homes for
Christmas dinner.

Movable feast

Block leave went by the board for
most, and as one officer said:
“Christmas became a movable feast;
we grabbed it when we could.”

Several units even started waiting
lists so that all invitations for
Christmas dinner could be accepted.

*“It was without doubt the best bit
of public relations the Army has
ever had,” said one sergeant, “The
public were right behind us and
appreciated what we were doing.
That made the lads feel really
good.”

At the start of the strike there
were gloomy predictions of a
holocaust with hundreds of people
dying in burned-out buildings while
soldiers stood by helpless. The

soldiers-turned-firefighters were ini-
tially a little apprehensive of what

they might face, but the predictions®

turned out to be groundless.
Cope

With a fraction of the regular fire
service’'s men and equipment, the
amateur firemen showed that they
could cope, and although it is true to
say that the insurance companies
took a knock, there was no sig-
nificant rise in the number of
injured and dead during the nine-
week period compared with the
same period last year.

The Army’s policy of saving lives,
then merely containing fires and
stopping them spreading, rather
than going into burning buildings to
attack the heart of the blaze, paid
off. There was more serious damage
to property but the death list was
kept to an ‘acceptable’ level.

According to the Home Office
there were 203 deaths during the
nine-week period — only a few
more than during the same time last
year. Before the strike the country’s
daily figures had been about 600
fires attended with an average of
three deaths a day.

Averaging out the figures during
the strike, there were 900 more calls
and only 17 more deaths than
expected. This includes the two
Royal Irish Rangers killed when
their Goddess skidded and over-
turned on black ice in Manchester.
In all, 316 troops were injured dur-
ing the strike.

Suspicious

“We are always a bit suspicious of
statistics,”” said a Home Office
spokesman,” because they can be
affected by so many things like
weather, or even by people using
extra caution.”

A great morale-booster was the
addition of 33 specialist Royal Navy
and Royal Air Force teams
equipped with breathing apparatus,
foam and cutting gear. As it turned
out, these teams were invaluable in
the factories and warehouses of the
bigger cities.

Among the many people to pay
tribute to the firefighters was the
Defence Secretary, Mr Fred Mulley.
He said that the emergency well
illustrated *“the splendid capacity of
the armed forces to take on and
discharge unfamiliar and demanding
tasks at very short notice.”

Mr Mulley stressed that in his own
visits to Service firefighting units he
had been greatly impressed by the
positive attitude the Services had
shown to the job in hand — and by
the sympathy and support they
received from the general public.

“The emergency placed tre-
mendous demands on all servicemen
and their families,” he said, “not
just the firefighters, but also all
those filling the operational and
training gaps that the situation cre-
ated. The whole community has
every reason to be grateful to
them.”

A bigger enemy than fires turned
out to be boredom. No-one was
prepared” for the amount of time
which had to be whiled away while
waiting for a call. One section in
North East District went for three
weeks with only two chip-pan fires
to relieve the monotony.

“Makes you realise why regular
firemen are such good darts play-
ers,” was one comment.

Some units, particularly gunner
regiments, managed to take some of
their equipment with them to keep
UF some form of training during
off-duty hours, but many had to
resort to watching programme after
programme of children’s TV shows
to while away the hours.

Disrupted

The Ministry of Defence con-
firmed that recruit and employment
training were seriously disrupted.
Training and support organisations
in all three Services were called on
to bear the brunt of providing most
of the manpower to try and avoid
interfering with operational read-
iness or important exercises.

Because troops in Northern Ire-
land were already fully committed, a
350-strong squadron from 4th/7th
Dragoon Guards from Rhine Army

A face shows human cost.

was flown in to provide firefighting
cover in the Province. Between 50
and 60 specialists from the Navy and
RAF were drafted in with 4th/7th,
bringing breathing apparatus and
special equipment.

An additional hazard in Northern
Ireland was the terrorists. A fire
bomb campaign started in Sep-
tember but, true to form, the IRA
announced that this would be can-
celled at the start of the strike as a
gesture of solidarity with the striking
firemen. So no-one was particularly
surprised when they kept up their
bombing campaign and booby
trapped fire hydrants.

Because of this extra headache,
the 4th/7th also had to provide
guards for the firefighters, stretching
thin resources even further.

A total of 824 calls was answered
in the Province, of which 452
proved to be fires. The rest were
hoaxes or false alarms.

One of the costliest fires in the
nine weeks was also one of the ear-
liest — when the £70,000,000 Til-
bury B power station caught fire.
The troops became operational on
Monday 14 November and the
power station went up only two days
later.

“We really were thrown in at the
deep end,” said Colonel David
Fladgate, chief fire liaison officer for
Essex. “At the start we had three
Green Goddesses there, plus
retained firemen, but more were
drafted in.’

Without breathing apparatus the
soldiers were driven back by acrid
smoke and 15 police, troops and a

Continued on News 12
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Continued from News 1]
senior fire officer were taken to
hospital suffering from smoke

£8,000,000. A fire chief said after-
wards that in normal circumstances
about 20 appliances with foam and
turntable ladders would have turned

out to the blaze. But instead it was
fought by 50 soldiers, police and
part-time firemen with six Green
Goddesses.

The ‘amateurs’ took longer to put
the fire out, but put it out they did,
and more importantly did it without

fumes. Damage was estimated at

loss of life.

e .

With light-hearted ceremony, Surrey’s ‘Green Goddesses’
drove off parade at Blackdown Barracks, Deepcut, and back
into ‘mothballs.” And for their Royal Corps of Transport
drivers and mainly Gurkha crews there were certificates from

ews). The inspection music, appro-
priately including ‘Keep the Home
Fires Burning’ and ‘Consider Your-
self ... One of the Family,” was
played by the RAOC Staff Band
which itself went firefighting in
neighbouring Sussex, at Bognor
Regis, Chichester and Worthing.

Cheerfully

Thanking the troops, on behalf of
the people of Surrey, for the vital
work they had carried out so effi-
ciently, unsparingly and, above all,
cheerfully during the previous nine
weeks, Brigadier Bastin said the
Army had once again shown its
great adaptability by coming to the
public’s rescue and playing a key
role throughout the firemen’s strike.

“It is difficult for members of the
public themselves adequately to
pass on their thanks and appreci-
ation in situations of this kind,” he
said. “But you can be sure that
throughout Surrey — and indeed
throughout the country — there is a
very real feeling of gratitude for the
way in which the Army responded
to the challenge and carried out

these unfamiliar and often danger-
ous duties.

Goddessels“ go back to mothhalls

Saving

“There can be no doubt that
troops such as yourselves have been
responsible for saving millions of
pounds worth of property and a
great number of lives. You have
come through with flying colours
and Surrey 1s proud of you.”

Brigadier Bastin then took the
salute as the ‘Green Goddesses’
drove past and, with their fire bells
tinkling for the last time, into
retirement once more.,

Finally, in Blackdown’s Cannon
Club, the Chief Fire Officer pre-
sented certificates from the County
Fire Service to the drivers, fire
crews, fire headquarters and police.

Quoting Napoleon’s order of the
day, ‘Soldiers, I am content with
you,” Mr Butler said: “I have been
more than content and so have my
officers who worked with each and
everyone of you of all ranks.”
Picture shows the Gurkhas with
their fire helmets, given to them as
souvenirs,

Surrey’s County Fire Service — and free drinks.

In what was probably the only
ceremony of its kind in the country,
Surrey County Council senior mem-
bers and officials visited the Royal
Army Ordnance Corps Training
Centre at Blackdown to express the
county’s thanks for the Army’s
coverage of Surrey during the
nine-week firemen’s strike.

On parade were 12 ‘Green God-
desses’ and their firefighting crews
from 6th Queen Elizabeth’s Own
Gurkha Rifles, another ‘Green
Goddess’ with its crew from Depot,
The Parachute Regiment, and a
Royal Air Force fire tender and

crew. On parade too were rep-
resentatives of the Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, who
kept the ‘Green Goddesses' on the
road, of Surrey military fire-fighting
headquarters, located at Black-
down, and of the Army Fire Service,
also based at Blackdown, which
trained nearly 5000 soldiers in
firefighting.

Inspecting the parade were the
Chairman of Surrey County Council
(Brigadier David Bastin), Chief Fire
Officer (Mr Alfred Butler) and
Chief Constable (Mr Peter Matth-
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SOLDIER took a guess at what the cartoon firemen of 3rd Battalion, The
Queen’s Regiment, were saying in this drawing — presented to them by PC
Ken Knipe by way of appreciation for the happy relations that grew
between the unit and his colleagues in Merseyside Constabulary during the
firemen’s strike.
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“I'd love to see the Chief Constable’s face when he has to add a litter oj"

green Panda cars to his fleet!”

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks, also attractive WALL
PLAQUES and CAR BADGES, from £4.80 each Regimental TIES from £2.30 Terylene
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POSTED TO GERMANY?

Our furniture removal vans go every week with part
loads. For details of our door to door service and our
containerized storage system please write with details
of quantity to be moved or telephone Quidenham 246
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is attached to games for which there are first class facilities. As well as offering a complete and balanced course of
studies, the school aims at providing a homely but disciplined environment and places great emphasis on the
development of character. The grounds extend to thirty acres and include five acres of kitchen gardens which
produce home grown fruit and vegetables in season. Special facilities for Service children,
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ONE PINT
TANKARDS

Engraved Regimental or Corps design.
Minimum order 6. Discount on 20 or
rover. £5.75 (U.K. plus 8% VAT) Post
IPaid
R & B INCON LTD
Southbourne Road, Sheffield S102QN.
Tel: 0742 685911
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@|  Training ‘not hit’
by fire duties

In the wake of the firemen’s
strike, Mr Geoffrey Pattie
(Conservative, Chertsey &
Walton) asked if any attempt
had been made to assess the
cost of the serious dislocation
of training caused by ser-
vicemen having to be engaged
in fire service duties.

Dr John Gilbert, Minister
of State for Defence, said it
was a matter which had given
the Government concern and
added: ‘“We are taking steps
as far as possible to ensure
that, where training courses
are interrupted and are then
subsequently completed,
increases in pay which result
from completion of training
will be backdated, so that
men do not suffer as a result
of their participation in this
activity.”’

Seven Labour MPs asked ques-
tions about the Government's prop-
osal to increase arms spending
annually by three per cent. Mr Fred
Mulley, Secretary of State for
Defence, said the defence budget
estimates for 1978-79 would rep-
resent about four-and-
three-quarters per cent of estimated
gross domestic product compared
with the previous five per cent.

The Government had decided to
increase the defence budget by three
per cent in 1978-79 and by a further
three per cent the following year,
subject to review in the light of
economic circumstances. No deci-
sions had been taken about sub-
sequent years.

Mr Mulley continued: “Defence
took its full share of the public
expenditure cuts in 1976. Now that
our economic prospects are impro-
ving, it is right that we should plan
to contribute to the increase in Nato
defence effort made necessary by
the marked and continuing growth
of Warsaw Pact military power.”

Left winger Mr Frank Allaun
(Labour, Salford East) declared:
“Instead of showing utter contempt

_ for the British people and the

Labour movement by flouting the
election pledge to reduce arms
spending and actually increasing it,
will the Secretary of State tell Dr
Luns, the ever-demanding and
propagandising head of Nato, to get
stuffed?”

Mr Mulley said he did not think
Mr Allaun would really wish that
sort of message to be conveyed.

Other Labour members con-
tinued the attack with Mr Hugh
Jenkins (Putney) declaring that in
not carrying out the party’s election
pledge Mr Mulley was driving a
wedge between the party and the
Government.

In a discussion on Service pay, Mr
Martin Flannery (Labour, Hill-
sborough) returned to the subject of

trades unions and declared that it~

was time the armed forces had trades
unions and free collective bar-
gaining.

{ IN PARLIAMENT Kings aid refugees

i

Mr Mulley reiterated that he did
not think trade union organisation of
the armed forces would assist. One
of the reasons that the Services did
not want unions was that many of
those who advocated them also advo-
cated substantial reductions in
defence expenditure, which would
lead to redundancies.

Mr Robert Boscawen (Con-
servative, Wells) asked Mr Robert
Brown, Under-Secretary of State
for Defence for the Army, if he was
satisfied with the standard of postal
services available between the
United Kingdom and members of
British forces and their families
stationed in Rhine Army.

Mr Brown said he was. :

Liberal Mr Emlyn Hooson & St G : :
(Montgomery) asked if there were -needed educational books, PT mattresses, sports equipment and
any proposals to increase the size of carpentry tools have been donated to the refugee children at Vrysonlas
the Army. Mr Brown said that school, Cyprus, by Ist Battalion, The King’s Regiment.
measures to alleviate the effects on The gifts were suggested after discussions between the school and the
the Army of continuing emergency  battalion. The school is close to the Eastern Sovereign Base Area where the
commitments were under con- Kingsmen are responsible for security.
sideration. The presentation was made by Captain Mike Kelly (above).

ol

CUSTOMER SERVICE
APPOINTMENTS

British Aerospace-Dynamics Group at Hatfield invite applications from engineers with a good
theoretical knowledge of electronics for employment in the Company’'s Customer Service
Organization. The appointments listed below are interesting and progressive and training will be
given to develop specialist skills. Conditions of service are good and assistance with relocation
expensesisavailable.

TECHNICAL AUTHORS

Engineers are required for producing servicing manuals for a wide variety of guided weapons and
other advanced technological projects. These positions will be of interest to technicians with an
electronics background who wish to embark on a technical authorship career with a large company.
Everyassistance will be given for successful applicants to develop their full potential in thisfield.

SERVICE LIAISON ENGINEERS

Engineers with electronic systems servicingexperience arerequired fortechnical liaison with users of
air-to-air, air-to-surface and shipborne guided weapons; airborne infra-red sensing equipment and
automated marine systems. The positions are based at Hatfield but applicants should be prepared to
accept resident postings in the U.K. and overseas.

TECHNICALINSTRUCTORS

Engineers with sound electronics background are required as technical instructors to prepare and
present courses on the Company's products. Experience of instructional duties in the armed forces
desirable but notessential as training will be given to successful applicants assigned to our Customer
Service Schoolwhichislocated at Hatfield.

Please write with details of experience to
The Personnel Manager, British Aerospace - Dynamics Group,
Manor Road, Hatfield, Hertfordshire AL10 9LL
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The Cyprus economy at last seems to
be improving since the recent
troubles, hotels are springing up
again and the tourist trade is on the
increase. But for the families on a
so-called package holiday with the
Army for two or three years, Cyprus
can be a different story.

On my recent visit to the island, I
was once again impressed by the
way in which families utilise the
climate and natural resources of the
country to take advantage of all the
opportunities that abound.

Amenities and facilities are self-

generated — there are no grants
rom local authorities or state sub-
sidies. Instead there might be a
two-figure loan from perhaps gar-
rison funds, but even this is raised
mainly within the garrison. :

Whether for adults or children, all
the activities available have
flourished completely on voluntary
help. And although they may be far
from home, these families do not
forget the plight of the under-
privileged in Britain. Charity fund-
raising plays a large part in their
lives. Thousands of pounds have
been raised for Ssafa, Wireless for
the Blind and other organisations.

Local charities too have not been
forgotten and, over the years, hun-
dreds of pounds have been raised to
help local suffering. No mean
achievement considering that the
same pockets are being tapped time
and time again.

Once again I write of the esprit de
corps that you will be hard pressed
to find in communities outside the
Services, which | found in such
abundance among the families in
Cyprus.

espite all this there is the nag-
ging fear at the back of people’s
minds that they must save hard
while on the island in preparation
for returning home. As one wife
said: “Last time we were here we
did the island properly, but this time
we cannot pretend, we have opted
out for the sole reason of saving
some money — and save we must.”

Qe Q&

Rise in charges

A 200 per cent increase in
excess MFO baggage charges
has meant a goldmine for
Cypriot dustmen as Army
families throw out household
goods rather than pay for
them to be shipped home.

The charges were raised late in
1977 — the first increase in Cyprus
rates since 1968 — which has meant
families disposing of washing
machines, refrigerators, deep
freezes, children’s toys and kitchen
items.

Most families try to sell their
goods through the thrift shops or the
Naafi notice board, but as the last
resort the local dustmen will cart
them away.

Families in every overseas station
— including Rhine Army — have
been affected by the rise, which has
resulted in many families having to
sell possessions before coming
home.

Another worry for families is that
the Ministry of Defence does not
insure baggage handled by the mov-
ing agencies.

After more than six years in
Rhine Army, one family decided to
send its family possessions home to
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Brightening up children’s hospital
wards appears to be catching on in a
big way. Now the Cambridge Mili-
tary Hospital at Aldershot has fol-
lowed the example set by those at
Catterick and Woolwich (SOL-
DIER, October 1977).

The artist is Miss Anne Pitcher, a
part-time teacher in the children’s
ward. She has already painted
characters from ‘The Wind in the
Willows’ over the walls of the en-
trance to the ward and plans to
follow that up with ‘Jungle Book’
characters.

storage in UK rather than transport
them to Cyprus. The £254 trans-
portation cost to UK worked out
cheaper than the excess baggage
charges that would have been levied
had these possessions gone to
Cyprus.

But now, in its new posting, the
family has had forced to hire a wash-
ing machine and refrigerator.

There has been no increase in the
baggage scales since 1948 and this,
coupled with the pegging of board-
ing school scales to 1974 rates and
the withdrawal of 72 items from
quarter inventories since 1972, has
not helped the position of families
on the island.

Disturbance allowance and pay
have not been raised sufficiently
either to take into account these
factors.

One family took 14 boxes and one
crate from Germany to Cyprus in
April 1977 and paid excess baggage
on one, at a cost of £15. In August
1977, that extra cost jumped to £90.
A neighbour sold her vacuum
cleaner, washing machine, book-
case, toys and kitchen items, leaving
only bare essentials, yet her baggage
allowance was still exceeded to the
tune of £120.

Families posted from Rhine Army

to Cyprus cannot have extra bag-
gage shipped to UK and stored
there free, so everything must either
be shipped home at private expense
or taken to Cyprus.

No allowance is made for families
in hirings, yet they are advised to
bring a large amount of extra items
considered essential but which land-
lords do not provide, which nor-
mally come under the heading of
excess baggage.

The allowance for families with
children at boarding school has been
cut to half a hundredweight per
child — two suitcases — and a hun-
dredweight remains at school.

It is argued that home is the
school, and the children visit parents
only three times a year, but no
school trunk includes bikes, toys,
record players, books, games and all
the other hundred-and-one things
that should be at home.

Statistics show that one in five
families in Britain owns a freezer,
and yet even washing machines and
refrigerators are not yet considered
part of the needs of a Service family.
Perhaps the time is ripe for the Joint
Services Quartering Committee to
reconsider the need for refrigerators
as it has done overseas. Families buy
them for UK use and then have to

hits families

carry them round at their own
expense,

The basic rate of disturbance
allowance can be paid in advance,
but not more than one month before
the move, according to the Ministry
of Defence.

The only way to get an advance
on the child element is to get a letter
from the new school saying that
unless the child is dressed in correct
uniform on the first day, he or she
will not be admitted. Then an appli-
cation can be made for con-
sideration.

Removal expenses can also be
paid up to one month in advance.
These must be claimed on Army
Form O 1768 and the Army will pay
the lowest of three tenders sub-
mitted. But remember that in Bri-
tain you can use the military system.
Apply to your transport officer for
details.

An important point to remember
is that excess baggage charges will
be deducted in full, usually from the
first pay slip in the new posting —
which may well cause hardship when
families need extra cash to settle in.

If the deduction is more than you
can manage, contact your unit pay-
master and ask to pay the bill by
instalments.




Whether April — when the recommendations of the Armed
Forces Pay Review Body are put before the Prime Minister —
will bring good or bad news remains to be seen but, this year
perhaps more than in any other year, their report will be

crucial for Service families, writes Anne Armslron%..
Comparability of Service pay with that of civilians has been achieved twice
in the last six years and then eroded — perhaps this year that lost ground will

be made up.

An interesting question was asked
recently: ‘““Why don’t the majority of
servicemen’s wives work, most
civilian wives do?’’ On reflection I
realised that now more and more
agencies take it for granted that the
family budget is usually assessed on
two incomes, however small they
may be,

Unfortunately for Service
families, this second string to the
bow is often impossible for the
reasons that we know only too well.
Most Service families have to rely
completely on the husband's
income.

Miss Jean Orr is Director of the
Office of Manpower Economics.
She explained to me that the Armed
Forces Pay Review Body was
appointed m 1971 to advise the
Prime Minister on the pay and
allowances of members of naval,
military and air forces of the Crown
and of any womens’ Service
administered by the Defence Coun-
cil.

The AFPRB, the Top Salaries
Review Body and the Doctors’ and
Dentists’ Review Body represent
those people who have no machin-
ery for settling pay rates by col-
lective bargaining. All three review
bodies have a common secretariat
provided by the Office of Manpower
Economics.

The AFPRB, said Miss Orr, has
eight members, one of whom is a
woman. All give their services free
and they are totally independent of
any political or military direction.

“If there was a permanent Service
representation it would not then be
truly independent. The review
body’s independence might be
affected. But there is in any case a
wealth of Services’ experience
among the members.”

Most of the committee meet at
regular intervals, and in addition
they make many visits to Service
stations. “They all have jobs to do
and are not paid to serve on the
review body but give their time
freely.

Miss Orr explained that families
are entitled to write to the board
putting forward their views on pay,
and board members meet many
individuals when carrying out visits.

“We have been to Northern Ire-
land, Malta, BAOR. However we
have never taken evidence from an
individual other than on these visits,
but we do receive a great deal of
evidence from both MOD and
civilian sources and of course from
the Joint Services Job Evaluation
Team.

“If there are aspects of pay and
allowances on which we need more
information, we instigate special
studies,

“The review body decides on the
evidence it needs and calls for it.
The Services ‘management’ — the
principal personnel officers — see
the review body at regular intervals
to make known their own views and
the views of servicemen and women
as they encounter them. And evi-
dence is also given on behalf of the
Government,

* The Blue Petér TV programme is

“The review body also gets a
first-hand impression of the views
on a good cross-section of ser-
vicemen and women on its visits and
attaches great importance to these,
Often if members are near a camp
we will ask if they can visit, and the
MOD also suggests places to visit"".

Many wives are worried about
pensions, especially widows’ pen-
sions. One worry is that pensions are
linked to pay which means that ser-
vicemen leaving during a period of
pay restraint could suffer from a
depressed pension. I asked Miss Orr
if the board could recommend that

pensions should be based on the:

comparable rate and not on actual
rates of pay.

“This is not a matter for the
review body. Pensions in the public
services are governed by Acts of
Parliament and the review body’s
charter runs for pay and allowances.
Although pensions are aligned to
pay, recommendations cover actual
pay and allowances. It is of course
true that, when pay is constrained,
the pensions of those who retire
reflect that constraint. But in com-
mon with many other parts of the
public services, the armed forces do
have the benefit of an ‘inflation-
proofed’ pensions scheme.”

Miss Orr could not say whether
the review body will publish full
comparability tables showing how
Service families stand in relation to
other wage settlements that are now
taking place.

“The review is going on now, the
evidence is under examination. A
great deal of work remains to be
done and it simply is not possible to
forecast what will be in the report to
the Prime Minister.

“The review body makes use of
evidence on earnings outside and
earnings include the cast effect of

running an appeal to provide sound
equipment for deaf children in the
remoter parts of Britain.

The scheme is called Key Note and

Miss Jean Orr

overtime pay, productivity deals and
such like that have already come
into effect in outside employment.
We know of course that the picture
is not a static one and naturally we
have our eyes and our ears open to
ensure that we have evidence of
what is actually happening outside
the Services right up to.the time
when a report is signed.”

The review body is also concerned
with the X factor, introduced in
1970 at five per cent for men and
one per cent for women. This was
increased in 1974 to 10 per cent for
men and five per cent for women *‘to
take account of modern cir-
cumstances.”

Families are extremely worried
about the fact that insurance is now
essential, and that certain insurance
companies will not accept Ser-
vicemen as clients because their pay
is insufficient — according to their
actuaries — to keep up payments.
Was insurance a factor taken into
account when assessing the X fac-
tor?

“I cannot recall that insurance has
featured specifically in discussions
on the X factor, but the need for it is
obviously related to turbulence
which is an important factor that
most certainly is taken into
account.”

The key to helping

L s et
viewers are asked to send in old keys
and Dinky toys. In Germany, BFBS
TV, BFPO 23, is acting as receiving
agent and already several pounds in
weight of keys and toys have been

Servicemen pay UK rates of tax
and national insurance but when
serving overseas they and their
families are denied most State be-
nefits, for example FIS, unem-
ployment benefit and sup-
plementary benefit are not paid at
all. Service families feel strongly
about this. Was there anything Miss
Orr could do about it?

“I can't really comment on this
other than in very general terms.
Certainly I can see the problem
from the point of view of ser-
vicemen’s families. But the fact of
life is that these benefits are avail-
able only within the United King-
dom to everyone who qualifies alike
— and a lot of people in all walks of
life pay their taxes without neces-
sarily getting the direct benefit of
the facilities provided by them.”

When the review body's inves-
tigations are finished the recom-
mendations will be published so that
everyone in the Services can read
them.

The Review Body on Doctors’
and Dentists’ Remuneration
seventh report (1977) draws atten-
tion once again to the anomalies
that arise when pay increases are
restricted at the same time as the
pensions of those who have retired
continue to move in line with
changes in the cost of living.
Because the pay increases per-
missible under the restraint meas-
ures have been substantially lower
than the rise in the cost of living,
those doctors and dentists who have
retired since April 1976 receive
lower pensions than those who
retired earlier with the same length
and pattern of service.

Perhaps if the doctors’ and
dentists’ review body is allowed to
comment on pensions the same
should apply to the Armed Forces
Pay Review Body. :

It is now six years since the
AFPRB's first report was made and
due to the changes in present-day
living perhaps the words ‘all aspects’
could be added to the terms of
reference, allowing the board to
comment on things like pensions
and state benefits.

deaf

¢

received in Celle. Here, the
Ainsworth family, from 94 Locating
Regiment, Royal Artillery, hands
over a large bunch of keys to BFBS
TV station manager Jim Luxton.
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Kentish Cup — Britain v France

One goal does it!

Psychology and sound tactics boosted the skill of the Army’s
soccer players to a chance of gaining the coveted Kentish Cup
international trophy that has not come home for seven years.

Skipper Corporal Micky Doig
confided to SOLDIER that he had
used a bit of wily Scots psychology
to whip up his team’s competitive
spirit before the match. They went
out to win and they were not dis-
appointed.

And after scoring the only goal of
the match, the second-half tactics of
holding on to the slender lead paid
off for manager Major John Smith,
who said after the nail-biting match:
“I was very pleased with our
defence in the second half.”

The leading light of that defence
is undoubtedly goalkeeper Sergeant
Instructor Dave Smith who glued his
hands to every dangerous-looking
ball and showed himself unafraid to
take on the sharp and latterly des-
perate attacks of the French for-
wards — the spearhead of an
undoubtedly strong side that was by
no means easy to beat.

From the kick-off, the British
were soon on the attack and QMSI
Alf Coulton — the veteran skipper
recalled to strengthen the side
recently — was on form to dip a neat
pass to Lance-Corporal Steve Tusz
who shot woefully wide.

Lance-Corporal Jimmy Cook
earned his place in the side for his
ability to make extraordinarily long
throws from the touch-line and

these were a constant source of;

trouble to the French defence.
In the early minutes two goals
were narrowly missed after his
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efforts at throwing went to waste.

After 37 minutes the British went
ahead. Blanche cleverly intercepted
a French midfield move and floated
the ball into the penalty area for
Tusz to head it on towards the net.
A desperate Patrice Bettiston, for
France, tried to head the chance
clear but he succeeded only in
speeding the ball into the back of his
own net.

A dressing-room dressing-down
sent a different French side back
into the fray. They looked
altogether sharper and started to
gain possession in midfield that had
the British team worried at times.

The British substituted Lance-
Corporal Willy Morton for Tusz in
the 62nd minute and the French
replied by bringing on Gilbert
Zoomekind for Guy Mauffrey, the
number 9.

From this point the British came
back into the game and defended
consistently to hold their lead. In
desperation the French made an
82nd minute change, bringing on
Eric Benoit for Oscar Muller, and
four minutes later the British
injected fresh blood with Lance-
Corporal Bobby Steven coming on
for the injured Staff-Sergeant
Johnnie O’Rourke who had had a
good game up to then.

Both teams fought hard to win
this prestigious clash and gave no
quarter. So all credit is due to Bel-

gian referee Jan Peeters who com-
manded his fifth Kentish Cup match
with firmness and fairness.

The only black spot was when he
had to show the yellow card to sub-
stitute Zoomekind for dissent, fol-
lowed by the red to send him off for
persisting in his argument.

Men of the match were clearly
Smith in goal for the British Army
and Desrousseaux, his French coun-
terpart, at the other end of the park.

Looking forward grimly to the
meeting with the cup holders, Bel-
gium, on their home ground in
Ostend, Skipper Doig said: “We're
going there to attack. It’s the only
thing we can do.”

British Army: SI Dave Smith

e

The detmination to win is etched deeply on the faces of 1st

(APTC), L/Cpl Alec Hamilton (R
Sigs), Cpl Aly MacDonald (REME),
Spr George Torrance (RE), Cpl Bob
O’Hara (R Sigs), L/Cpl Jimmy Cook
(RHF), Cpl Micky Doig (RE), Cpl
Dave Blanche (RCT), S/Sgt Johnnie
O’Rourke (R Sigs), QMSI Alf Coul-
ton (APTC), L/Cpl Steve Tusz (RE).
Substitutes: L/Cpl Willy Morton
(RAOC) for Tusz, L/Cpl Bobby Ste-
ven (RCT) for O’Rourke.

French Army: Jean-Marc Desrous-
Seaux, Patrice Bettiston, Philippe
Jeannol, Petrie Buisset, Jean-
Francois Domergue, Thierry Tus-
saud, Jean-Marc Blaquart, Oscar
Muller, Guy Mauffroy, Alain Olio,
Bernard Zenier. Substitutes: Gilbert
Zoomekind for Mauffrey, Eric
Benoit for Muller.

Battalion, The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment, team in
the Army inter-unit indoor tug-of-war championships. But in
both 560- and 640-kilo classes, they were pipped to second

place.

The School of Electrical
Engineering team from Arborfield
won the 560-kilo class, and the
Military Corrective Training Centre
the heavyweight 640-kilo.

SEE seemed to put all their effort
into winning the lighter weight
because in the heavy event, while
defeating both 1 DERR and Depot
The Parachute Regiment in the
eliminating pools, both these
experienced teams came back to
beat SEE in the following rounds,
denying SEE the chance of winning
both titles.

1 DERR again beat the airborne
team but, as in the lighter weight
competition, could take only second
place, this time to MCTC, who

pulled well throughout the com-
petition and finally disposed of the
DERR with two straight pulls.

STOP PRESS

The tri-Service crew of Adventure
had a miraculous escape on the
Round-The-World yacht race when
a Force 11 storm capsized the boat,
whose mast reached an alarming
angle of 20 degrees below the surface
of the waves. Fortunately there were
no injuries and the boat was able to
continue to Rio. The latest fix for the
SOLDIER chart was on 25 January
when Adventure was at 47.34 South,
55.45 West (see News 18).




Sports

shorts

Running

The chance of a place in the Eng-
land team for the Commonwealth
Games or the British team in the
European Games next summer have
dramatically improved for a young
non-commissioned officer who beat
international all-comers in a major
distance run.

Lance-Corporal N C Wilson, of
1st Battalion, The Gloucestershire
Regiment, won the Newport to Tre-
degar road race over 22 miles in a
time of one hour 55 minutes 26
seconds, nearly five minutes ahead
of his nearest rival.

Along the way, Wilson picked up
a second-place trophy at the
seven-mile stage and a first at the
14-mile stage. This performance,
plus his results in the Berlin
Marathon and London to Brighton
race, is thought to be good enough
to see him picked to represent his
country soon.

Shooting

The Regular Army XX beat Hamp-
shire XX in a smallbore prone rifle
match by 3952 to 3933 but the
country’s reserves evened the hon-
ours by beating the Army reserves
by 3895 to 3874.

Canoeing

Army sportsmen are being urged to
take up a challenge that means
travelling 125 miles in 17 hours.

Sounds leisurely enough. But
challenge it is, for the trip is under-
taken in canoes by entrants in the
Devizes to Westminster Race at
Easter each year.

And in the Army Canoe Union
Newsletter, the union’s chairman,
Colonel D F Franks, throws down
the gauntlet for all individuals and
units with an interest in the sport.
“Why not give the Devizes to
Westminster long-distance race a
go?” he asks. Why not. Anyone
interested should contact him at
CVHQ REME, Broxhead House,
Bordon, Hampshire, or ring him on
Bordon 3611 extension 342,

Fencing

Firefighting clashed with sword
fighting and resulted in the post-
ponement of the popular officers-
versus-soldiers fencing match for
the Mylne Cup.

The event will now be held in the
last week of May, having been put
back from January.

Rugby
A Dutch or Belgian team will be
invited to compete in this year’s
Courage Army Sevens rugby tour-
nament, on 26 April.

Last year a French team, from the
aircraft school at Dax, fought its way
through to the final only to be
beaten by The Duke of Wellington's
Regiment.

Rackets

There was a larger than-ever entry
for the Army rackets championships
at Queen's Club, London, this year,
with 21 players entered, including
the defending champion, Captain
David Reed-Felstead, who was top
seed for the tournament.

Curses
Foiled
again!

The despairing gesture and the all-too-solid tree tell it all about motorcycle
trials riding as Lance-Corporal Harry Steele takes an enforced break in the
Rhine Army championships.

But it was not total disaster for Harry, of 8 Regiment, Royal Corps of
Transport, for he gained a second-class award for his performance in the
tough two-day event and took third prize in the novice section.

Corporal Gwyn Barraclough emerged as the individual champion and his
unit, 2 Armoured Division Transport Regiment RCT, won the team prize.
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of 16-students. We offer 13 'O’ level and 8 ‘A’ ievel GCE mbrjocm. nal 1
plus judo, swimming, fencing and tennis bv qualified coachi

section.
Prospectus from: The W Gotlm
Telephone: mﬂm
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Adventure heads home

The New Year brought the worst weather yet for the yachts on
the Round-the-World race as Force Ten southerly gales
buffeted the fleet just after the start of the third leg, which
took them round the notorious Cape Horn.

The rough weather was a sharp
contrast to the start of the leg a few
days earlier when more than 50,000
Boxing Day spectators turned out to
see the boats off as they left Auck-
land.

It was a congested start and the
tri-Service entry Adventure crossed
the line fourth, skippered by the
Royal Navy's Lieutenant-
Commander Ian Bailey-Wilmott.

The fleet kept in company in light
airs for the first couple of days. Then
as the wind freshened, Adventure
reported her position on 28
December as 38.50 South, 17.53
East.

As the heavy weather struck,
Chay Blyth’s boat Great Britain II,
on charter for the race, was reported
to be in the lead on the water. On 4
January, Adventure was at 52.33
South, 16.51 West.

The gales did no major damage to
Adventure but the crew was con-
cerned over the unreliability of the
main engine's starter motor. The
engine is used to generate the elec-
tricity vital for transmission by
radio.

The tri-Service entry passed Cape
Horn off the southern tip of South
America during the afternoon of 20
January

At the Horn, Adventure was
equal seventh on handicap, having
dropped back a few places as she

‘Black Mafia’
is on form
on the piste

Green Jackets — The Black Mafia —
carried off two major trophies in the
Army ski championships at Aschl in
Germany.

Rifleman R Barber, 3rd Battalion,
The Royal Green Jackets, won the
individual slalom in one minute
33.79 seconds. Runner-up was
Lieutenant A Maclnnes, The
Queen’s Own Hussars.

The giant slalom for teams of four
was also won by 3rd Battalion, The
Royal Green Jackets. Here, Barber
was accompanied by Lance-
Corporals Jones and Butler — the
best three of the four counted —
winning in 9:38.84.

coped with frustrating breakages
including a steering gear failure that
was luckily repaired.

But she shared seventh place at
that stage with good company —
Clare Francis’s ADC Accutrac and
the fancied yacht Debenhams.

As the Round-the-World fleet
heads for home from Rio to Ports-
mouth, Adventure is skippered by
the second Army sailor to wear the
master’s hat on the four-leg race. He
is Lieutenant-Colonel Robin

Duchesne, Royal Artillery (pictured

below). He has now crewed or skip-
pered on most of the Royal Ocean
Racing Club races during the past
20 years. His major long-distance
experience has included three
1000-mile-plus cruises and races in
the North Sea and Baltic and the
return leg of the Sail Training
Association’s trans-Atlantic race in
1964.

He skippered the Royal Artillery
yacht St Barbara II for an 1100-mile
cruise three years ago which
included a 340-mile race to Poland.
This fascinating race with 54 other
vessels involved, manned by 1500
young people from 11 countries,
was the first — if not only — visit by
a Service yacht behind the Iron Cur-
tain,

Pay Corps

cashes in on

hockey pitch

Royal Army Pay Corps play-
ers have given a good account
of themselves in beating top
Army hockey teams and win-
ning an inter-Service tour-
nament to go forward to
compete against civilian clubs
in a major national cham-
pionship.

An Army representative team
had to be selected from two leagues
organised to play off for the honour.
The Pay Corps was one of ten corps
and arms bidding for top place and
its team finally won through to suc-
ceed for the second time in the four
years of the competition.

Worst draw

In the Combined Services qual-
ifying round the RAPC got the
worst of the draw, having to play
their two matches in succession
against the RAF and a Royal Navy
team drawn from the Royal
Marines.

Penalty strokes

Appropriately, Strike Command
for the RAF held the RAPCtoa 1-1
draw and the game was decided on
penalty strokes with the Army side
finally emerging 3-1 up.

In the second match, penalty
strokes again decided the outcome
with the RAPC beating the Marines
3-2. The Army players admitted
they owed their success to goal-
keeper Tolhurst who saved a flurry
of penalty strokes from all sides.

Home ground

The team now goes on to meet the’
South Runners-Up Club and West
Runners-Up Club in the next stage
of the Hockey Association club
championship on 19 March, on the
home ground at Worthy Down. At
this quarter-final stage in the tour-
nament the going is expected to get
considerably tougher.

YOU SAVE MONEY. Apart from the substantial savings of tax free purcha
be sure of keen prices and fair part exchange from Walton Lodge.

U.K. EMIGRANT. May purchase a new car at our concessional prices, with use in U.K
for 6 months when it must then be exported.

H.M. FORCES. May obtain an additional saving on most modals.

WALTON LODGE GARAGES LTD.

EXPORT CARS g
/_AUDI | FORD LB, LM.C. | FIAT |

settled without fuss and bother

I
| am interested in the following cars

| North American-European spec./Tax FreeHome/Used

/—\ | NAME e
Bridge Street, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey. | ADDRESS .......... 45, iouiiint abvivtnron tiins tisanit ot i ROC
) W.0.T. 42881 :
R T i ——

ix months use in U.K. a minimum of one year overseas and two
years on return to U.K. will escape VAT and tax.
PART EXCHANGE. Any vehicle accepted in part exchange. Outstanding HP Payments
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Rugby centenary win forecast

Army rugby selectors are confident that their team will
celebrate this month’s big fixture, the centenary match
against the Royal Navy at Twickenham, with a resounding
victory, despite the string of defeats which preceded it.

In their opening games, the Army
went down to Harlequins, Hamp-
shire and London Irish, but even so
each game seemed to improve over-
all team discipline and style
although the disappointing fading
away In the last ten minutes is still
apparent.

The first encounter between the
Royal Navy and the Army was in
1878 at the Kennington Oval. The
Navy won. Regular fixtures started
in 1906 and since then 60 games
have been played, with the Army
winning 31, the Navy 27, and two
drawn.

“I think we can be confident,”
said Colonel Tony Ridings of the
Army selection committee. “We
had a much better start to the season
than last year by having so many
good players turn up for the trials.

“There was a much better cross-
section than before and this gave the
selectors a much better chance of
picking the best squad.

“One interesting point was that
we did see a few players who had
not even been considered before,
and that was a pleasant surprise.”

Tickets for the centenary match
are available from the ARU sec-
retary at £1.50 West Stand and £1
elsewhere. Corporals and below
75p.

The Army were leading in their
game against Hampshire right up to
the last two minutes when a dropped
goal snatched victory from their
grasp.

But really the credit must go to
Hampshire for their solid defence in
the face of determined scrummaging
followed up by piercing attacks from
scrum-half Gareth Davies.

Hampshire fielded nine new play-
ers, who included three teenagers,
against the experience of the Army
side, and for a while it looked as
though the civilians were going to be
swamped.

In the end it was really a com-
bination of good Hampshire tack-
ling and Army handling errors
which turned the tide and gave the
county side a 12-10 win.

The score-line in the Harlequins
game of 22-13 for "Quins hides the
fact that the Army were winning
until well past half-time. Again,
determination and discipline proved
to be the Army pack’'s strength,
which guaranteed Davies, at scrum
half, plenty of ball. And it was from
one such break from the half-way
line that took him, jinking through a
succession of 'Quins tackles, to
score.

With the Army holding a 13-3
lead the Harlequins pack suddenly
sparked into life. Throughout the
game they had dominated the
lines-out. Then they spread this
domination to all forward depart-
ments, giving their backs plenty of
space to operate. The Army was
pressured into making mistakes
which cost them three expensive
penalties and two tries.

Even so, the game showed that
the Army has little to worry about in
three critical areas — the power-
house of the front row, the speed of

the wings and the tactical guid-,

ance of the half-backs.

This exposure to top-class civilian
sides showed its dividends in the
game against London Irish who,

with four full caps and ten county
and inter-provincial players, only
beat the Army 6-3. And although
the Army could not cross the try-

REN N e

"i'his Army try in ‘the first half against Hampshire showed dominance.

line, there was some consolation
that at least the Irish couldn’t either
and had to win by penalties.

Again the Army had to concede
the line-out but determination to
attack and run the ball bodes ill for
the Navy this month.

One of the most encouraging fea-
tures about Army rugby today is the
strength of the under-21 side. In one

of their first games this year the
convincingly beat LonJon IrisK
under-21 by 16-11.

Domination of all facets of for-
ward play allowed the backs plenty
of room which they used to best
advantage, sending winger Sagper
Bassom over for two tries. Full-back
Phillipson converted one and kicked
two penalties.

of the experience you've gained.
That's why there's a real welcome
for ex-servicemen and women up to

the age of 40.

To join the Police, you need to be
physically fit, under40 and 172 cms or
more (women 162 cms.). If you have
special qualifications you
may be eligible even if you
, are over 40 or slightly less
than the required height.

Use your experience :
in the big cities.

Right now, there's a need for ex-servicemen and women of
outstanding quality to join Police Forces in and around the big cities.

Police work is a real test of
character and we can make full use

LONDON PROVINCES

(incl. undermanning

allowance)

Starting | Rising to | Starting [ Rising to
CONSTABLE | £2,749 | £3,408* £2,400 | £3,024*
SERGEANT £3,786 | £4,344 | £3,402 | £3,960
INSPECTOR | £4,540 | £5,200 | £3,960 | £4,614
CHIEF INSP._| £5,200 | £6,875 | £4,614 | £5,286
SUPT. | £6,979 | £7,242 | £6,222 | £6,918

Name

Plus a pay supplement of 5% of total earnings subject
to a maximum of £4 per week. Agreement has been
reached on a further increase of 10% from

1st September 1977. Current maximum rent allowance
varies from £508-£1,177, according to area (half for
single afficers) *£378 more for long service.

For brochure send to: The Police Careers Officer,
Dept E403 6 Harrow Road. London W2 1XH

(Mr. Mrs. Miss)
Address

County.

Age.

GREATER
MANCHESTER NORTHUMBRIA

SOUTH |
|vnnnsmz | MERSEYSIOE
WEST

. qunsmsmc

WEST METROPOLITAN
MIDLANDS POLICE (London),

Please tick the area you would prefer te work in.
¥ )
If you're good enough to join
-
the police, there'’s a career for
. . L]
you in the big cities.
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Army bobs along to viciory

Top bobsleigh honours went to the Army at the British and
inter-Service two-man bob championships on the new West

The 2nd Royal Tank Regiment’s Pugh (left) and Potter

if you are home-based, or coming
home on leave and wish to hire a
car — let us hear from you. We
have a wide choice of saloons,
estates, mini-buses and vans. We
will meet you on arrival at the
Airport and you can leave it there
when you return.

Write now for details before your
leave begins and ensure a
care-free vacation.

121% Discount for NAAFI
customers

Unlimited Mileage

28-38 Upper High St, Epsom,
Surrey. Tel: Epsom 25611
Telex: 929908

The Arrival Lounge,
RAF Brize Norton,
Oxon. Tel: Carterton 325
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Slim pickings
for boxing
selectors

Army boxing selectors have
had slim pickings this season
due to the low number of
entries for the intermediate
championships and later
firefighting duties keeping
boxers out of the ring.

The intermediates provide the
new talent for up-and-coming box-
ers and the low entry, coupled with
unit moves, left selectors with far
fewer choices than usual.

Difficult

It also made meeting fixtures
difficult. But despite all this, avail-
able boxers gave a good account of
themselves in the few classes com-
peted in.

The only worry now is that
enough talent can be found for the
all-important inter-Services matches
against the RAF and Royal Navy on
which the Army’s retention of the
Combined Services team cham-
pionship depend.

Beat

An Army representative boxing
team beat its counterparts from
West Wales in a match in Swansea
by seven bouts to three.

The match was in aid of West
Glamorgan Queen’s Silver Jubilee
Appeal and spectators agreed they
got their money’sworth from a series
of entertaining bouts.

German course at Winterberg.

The Army took the first four
places, shared in the fifth and sec-
ured representation in all five offi-
cially declared British two-man bob
teams which will be competing in
forthcoming international events.

On top of this, Army bobbers
were selected for nearly all the
places in the three British four-man
bobsleigh teams. And all left for the
world championships at Lake
Placid, Ontario, with high hopes for
top honours.

Supremacy

The Army's supremacy in this
sport is underwritten by the con-
tinuing presence of world-class per-
formers, five of whom have Winter
Olympics experience behind them.

Three of these come from one
unit, 1st The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards — the springboard of British
bobsleigh success in recent years,

Veteran

Heading the field is 30-year-old
QDG Sergeant Malcolm Lloyd, vet-
eran of the 1972 and 1976 Winter
Olympics. With Lieutenant Jeffrey
Carey (24), from the same regiment,
as his brakeman, Malcolm drove his
bob into first place to win the British
championship at Winterberg. They
were the only pair whose aggregate
time over four runs of the 1200-
metre course was less than four
minutes.

The reigning champions, both
1976 Winter Olympics competitors
— Captain Duncan Jones of 21

members

are after

A membership drive for the

expected to achieve a three-figure recruitment total in the
coming year, the ASA’s annual general meeting was told.

Addressing the largest-ever turn-
out, the Commodore, Major-
General Marston Tickell, set the
target for new members at a
“three-figure number” and, with life
membership still pegged at a mere
£1, corps and regimental sailing
associations as well as the ASA's
clubs were urged to encourage more
soldiers to join.

The new Admiral of the ASA,
General Sir Patrick Howard-
Dobson, Quartermaster-General,
endorsed the commodore’s words,
He was taking over from the retiring

Signal Regiment, and his brakeman,
Lieutenant Sir Andrew Ogilvy-
Wedderburn Bart, of The Black
Watch — finished in second place.

Olympics

Third place went to another QDG
team of Corporal Jackie Price (27)
and brakeman Lieutenant Charles
Hookey (24). Jackie competed in
the 1972 and 1976 Winter Olym-
pics.

A team from 2nd Royal Tank
Regiment — Captain Roger Potter
and Lieutenant Mike Pugh — took
fourth position.

Major Jonathan Woodall, of 4th/
7th Royal Dragoon Guards, com-
?eting with a civilian partner, was in
ifth place. He is well-known on the
international bobsleigh scene and
was the first winner of the Brabazon
Trophy in 1967 on the St Moritz
Cresta Run.

Aggregate times for the top five
pairs were: Lloyd/Carey — 3
minutes 59.12 seconds, Jones/
Ogilvy-Wedderburn — 4:00.47,
Price/Hookey — 4:00.97, Potter/
Pugh — 4:01.34, Woodall/
Burghersh — 4:01.80.

Victory

Victory in the inter-Service
championship went to the Army
thanks to bob drivers Lloyd and
Jones. The Brakeman’s Cup went to
Carey (16.53 seconds). Woodall
took the Novices Cup as he was
competing for the first time as a
driver in the championship.

Army Slng Association .

admiral, Field-Marshal Lord
Carver, who has stood down after
eight years in the job as the ASA's
first-ever admiral.
Lord Carver's last duty as admiral
was to present ASA and Combined
Services colours to Army crew
members of Adventure, the tri=
Service entry in the Whitbread
Round-the-World race, including
successful second-leg skipper
Staff-Sergeant Dave Leslie ﬁe
and Sergeant Sharon Hope WRAC,
the only woman in the entry.



NOBODY
BUT NAAFI
COULD GIVE
YOU TERMS
LIKE THESE

Naafi provides a service exclusively for the
Forces. That is why you’re bound to be better
off buying through Naafi — whether it be a
car, caravan, motor cycle, moped or even a
boat.

See for yourself! When you buy a new car
through Naafi you can benefit from...

% Really worthwhile discounts from
selected dealers
% Exceptionally low HP charges
“% First class car insurance
% Free personal life assurance

% Premature repatriation scheme

% No restrictions on taking your car
abroad

% Incorporation of freight charges in
HP agreement

And Naafi can offer you so much more...an
HP deposit-saving service, an easy payment
plan for car insurance premiums, used car
purchase facilities . . . all specially geared to
ensure a better deal for Service people. Ask
Naafi about it to-day.
You can’t do better!

e e e
|

Car Sales Dept., Naafi, FREEPOST, London SE11 4BR

Please send me details without obligation. I am interested in the following
Naafi facilities:

| New car
For use in (state country)
I ONew touring caravan []Used car [JNew motor cycle [ Boat
O Deposit savings scheme [JInsurance [JI wish to pay cash
I O 1 wish to use Naafi HP Please tick whichever appliés

| Rank...

EXCLUSIVELY |
:. FORYOU

(state model)

Name

Tel No.

e ————————— o b S L S
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TARYBOOKS

See the books of the ?
leading military
publishers

inyour local bookshop
or model shop

JARY BOO/{(, ‘
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1M AR-1APR

Arms & Armour Press
Blandford Press
Leo Cooper
Osprey
Patrick Stephens

: [ %(! Trade Enquiries to Roy Knightley 01794 8821
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C
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SUPER 8 HOME MOVIES

Join our film club and own films like
above. Huge Selection — all sub-
jects — big discounts. Send just 50p
for_membership and catalogues.
Sound, Silent, B & W, Colour.

Access/Barclaycard welcome — just

quote your account number.
WE EXPORT WORLD-WIDE.

MAILMASTER FILMS
(Dept. S),
69, Long Lane, London EC1A 9E.|

ARMY
LIGHTWEIGHT
DENIMS

The latest Army issue polyester
trousers in olive green. Zip fly, side,
hip and knee pockets. New and un-
issued,

£6.95 plus 75p post.

Please state waist and leg meas-
urements when ordering.

SPECIALISTS IN GOOD
QUALITY GOVT. SURPLUS
Clothing — Badges — Sleeping Bags —

Denims — Footwear — Webbing and
Equipment.

R Henry Du Bora

18-20 Wellington St.,
Aldershot.
Tel: Aldershot 22668

SAE WITH ENQUIRIES PLEASE

60"x40" €780 rp
30"x20" £2.28.pp
729%53"
£1250

e for.

Dispéay, Exnibitions,
Promotions, Conlerances.
Saions, eic

Sepia Toning and Overmight Service

g B-8 MON-SAT CAu_EIIAW OVERSEAS CLIENTS WELCOME
54B Broadway Market London EB
01-249 4072

le all F.S. repl t Medals/
Campaign Stars of W W I, British/UN
Koreas, Army & RAF G.S. Medals: GEO VI
& E Il R period (with any Clasp: PALES-
TINE, S.E. ASIA 45-45, PALESTINE 45-48,
MALAYA, CYPRUS, NEAR EAST, ARA-
BIAN PENINSULA & BRUNEI), Campaign
Service Medal bar BORNEO, RADFAN,
SOUTH ARABIA & NORTHERN IRELAND
(copyl, Old & New IGS Medals with clasps,
Jubilee 35, Coronation 37, Coronation 53,
LS & GC, MM, Pakistan Medals & W W |
F.S. Medal Ribbons at 2p to 3p per inch.

Sam Browne Belts, Blazer Badges, Offic-
ers Slip-on Rank Slides, Collectors Badges
& Medals — a speciality.

Please write by AIR MAIL for our price list
with 25p B.P.O.

YOQUSAF & CO., 10 THE MALL,
LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN

with your own design or illustration
' printed Olgl our
T-Shirts & Sweatershirts

Unlike other firms who print shirts as
a sideline, we specialise solely in the
design, print and supply of superior
quality T-shirts and Sweatershirts.
Note these points: —

INEXPENSIVE

MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 20 SHIRTS Free
(PER DESIGN) Art
FAST SERVICE r
FULLY WASHABLE Service
IDEAL FUND RAISERS

ALL SIZES & COLOURS AVAILABLE

UPTO 6 COLOUR PRINTING

(NOT TRANSFERS)

Worldwide Suppliers to H.M. Forces

DEE GEE T-SHIRTS
FREEPOST
27 YARMOUTH ROAD NORWICH NR7 OBR
Telephone: Norwich (0603) 32659/37029

Customers Typical Designs

Post today for FREE Dee Gee T-Shirts complete information brochure & price list.

NO STAMP NEEDED

I Name (MRIMRS|MISS)

I Address

(CAPITAL LETTERS PLEASE) SLD

\ o o CAPITAL LETTERSRLEASEET
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FORM INTO SQUARES with rifles at the
ready. The Fuzzy Wuzzies and Dervishes
are on the rampage again. Not in real life, of
course, but on the silver screen where that
durable classic, A E W Mason’s ‘The Four
Feathers,” now appears in a sixth incarnation
with a London royal premiére, in aid of
Ssafa, on 27 February.

And I can report that the 1978 version is
in the rtraditional film mould. Even the
battlefield violence owes more to Cecil B de
Mille than to Sam Peckinpah. In fact it is
good family entertainment.

A tinkling piano updates the violins for
the sob sequences and, as the sons of Empire
-do battle with the fanatical hordes of the
Mahdi, the all-action sequences take one
right back to the Errol Flynn/Douglas Fair-
banks model.

There are those who deplore the tendency
these days for film-makers to fall back on
tried and trusted stories (another ‘Thirty-
Nine Steps’ is on the way). And it is true
that this is the sixth time that A E W

Mason’s novel of Victorian derring-do has
been filmed.

It all started in 1915 with an American
silent version. This was followed in 1921 by
a British film starring Roger Livesey. Eight
years later the Americans came in with a
version starring Richard Arlen, Clive Brook,
William Powell and Fay Wray, of (first)
‘King Kong’ fame.

The first ‘Four Feathers’ talkie version
appeared in 1939 and this was the most
memorable to date. From the Sir Alexander
Korda stable, it starred John Clements,
Ralph Richardson, C Aubrey Smith and
June Dupree. And there was the not-
so-remarkable 1955 film with Anthony
Steel, Laurence Harvey and Mary Ure
which went out under the title of ‘Storm
Over the Nile.’

In this sixth and latest version, Beau
Bridges, son of Lloyd, makes a passable stab
at an upper-class English accent as Harry
Feversham, the young cavalry lieutenant
who is branded as a coward by three fellow

Top: Robert Powell as the soon-to-be-blinded
Jack Durrance, with Jane Seymour as Ethne.

Centre: No sex, we’re British. Romantic scene
between hero Harry Feversham and fiancée. &

Left: Simon Ward returns the third feather to
Ethne after Harry rescues him from jail.

Above: Blinded by flash, Durrance gets drink
from Harry Feversham in his Arab disguise. §

officers and his fiancée after he ignores a
summons to Egypt in order to resign his
commission.

Travelling under his own steam to the
Sudan, he poses as an Arab and through a
series of heroic deeds succeeds in getting the
three cavalrymen to take back their white
feathers. Returning to England a hero, cour-
tesy of The Times, he is finally reconciled
with the delectable Jane Seymour in a tear-
jerking climax.

Robert Powell plays Durrance, the young

" cavalry buck who vies for Miss Seymour’s

affections and loses his sight on the battle-
field. Another of the feather-donating trio is
Simon Ward, of ‘Young Winston’ fame.
Other excellent performances are from
Richard Johnson as an anti-Mahdi Arab and
Harry Andrews as the crusty old martinet,
General Feversham. The film, presented by
Trident Films in association with Norman
Rosemont Productions, was shot at two
English country houses with the Sudanese
scenes being filmed in Southern Spain.

Above and top: Battle scenes as the Dervish
hordes close in on the cavalry survivors.

For Brigadiar Charles Armstrong, a visit
to the filming of The Four Feathers' at
the Duke of Wellington’s country seat,
Stratfield Saye, near Reading, brought
memories flooding back. The eighty-
year-old brigadier, who is the father of
SOLDIER’s Families Page writer, Anne
Armstrong, acted as a military adviser
for the 1939 Korda version.

Then a major, he was stationed in Khar-
toum with 1st Battalion, The East Surrey
Regiment, and about 100 of his men
were used for battle scenes actually
shot in the Sudanese desert.

“To all intents and purposes | became
the right-hand man to the director, Zol-
tan Korda — at least as far as the Army
was concerned,” he recalled. “We spent
about a month out in the desert and it
was a damned good show from our
point of view.”

Each day an Army truck went into Khar-
toum with completed film which was
immediately flown home to England —
“Had it remained out in that heat it
would have melted,” said Brigadier
Armstrong (right, behind the camera).




OUANTOCK SCHOOL

OVER STOWEY, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET TA5 1HD
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oing Out?

A happy and successful boarding school for approximately 180 boys (fully

recognised as efficient by The Department of Education and Science), stands

at tligc edge of miles of forest in an area of outstanding natural beauty, high 2 1 HERE'S G_m"E JoB SECU!“T.Y mm "

above and near the sea. Taunton is nearby, and London just over two hours Choosing the right career in Civvy A satisfying, varied career with

away (Heathrow Airport via Reading is about the same distance). Even Street can be a task. That's why it's  unrivalled opportunities for out-

though inflation continues, everything possible is done to keep fees moder- good to know the terrific door activities and a terrific social

ate and there are no “‘surprises”. Service grants are available; in many cases opportunities open for you at life.

supplementary County Grants. Boys are accepted from the age of nine. Windscale & Calder, working for 1 So, if you are due to leave the

Applicants must be of at least average intelligence and average academic British Nuclear Fuels Limited. You'll  Service in the next couple of ;

attainment, have a secure job in one of months, contact us today. Don’t

Britain's most picturesque hesitate. Find out the details. Make
locations—the Cumbrian Coastline, a fresh start — Move up to

WHAT HAS MADE OUR PARENTS INVARIABLY DELIGHTED half an hour's drive from the Lake Windscale.

WITH THEIR CHOICE OF SCHOOL? District.

WE NOW HAYE YACANCIES FOR MEN & WOMEN AS:-

@ The warm, happy “family” atmosplfere (“Homesickness” is almost
unknown). INSTRU MENT MECHANICS
@ The school’s realistic, “modern” outlook (though the organization is 3 / .
basically “traditional”). aeqanred for a t\1;|d.°. range of ﬁgﬂ:oglanaatﬂ% ;332 per 40
@ Excellent teacher/pupil relationships. ork covering the vl e g
@ Small classes. maintenance of flow, level and oo Tra\yrel
@ CSE and GCE courses (recognised centre). pressure measuring Extornal Edioatias
@ Magnificent setting and environment; literally miles of space. 'nSt{Um?ﬂ!iS, electronic and Concaatan
® 'Out-of-the-ordinary” activities. Eg‘fnf,?;‘;cp‘,:‘:‘ﬂ’,‘:,’;}?;‘ ;sr,‘dand Housing at Economical Rates
Holiday acco odation/guardianship/airport escort, etc., whenever n .
. ncc:-,clic : AR i N by electronic control systems and Hostel Accommodation
@ Almost 100% success with boys not expected to settle in a boarding computers. ¢
school. We would also welcome applications from Fitters, Welders and
@ Obviously all round first class value for money (enquirers may contact Sheet Metal Workers.

existing parents). Write now for an application form quoting Ref SEF 24A to the

Recruitment Officer
DO PLEASE WRITE OR TELEPHONE FOR A COPY OF THE

SCHOOL PROSPECTUS: BRITISH NUCLEAR FUELS LTD BNg
TEL. NETHER STOWEY 732252 or 732423; STD CODE 0278. '

Windscale and Calder Works, Sellafield, Nr. Seascale, Cumbria.

Joinusinthe

Northern Ireland Prison Service
andenjoy the comradeshP
and teamwork youare used fo
In the services-the money
IS good too!

Immediately on joining you can be earning over £4000 a year. As an
ex-serviceman you possess all the qualities that go towards making a first
class Prison Officer. So if you are in good health,

between 21 and 45, 5’ 7" or over, fill in and post --...-...,
y

the coupon and we will send you further I3 [}
information. & To Prison Staffing Officer, Dundonald House, =
Strideintoa hetter futurg B e erowsss ed sesstoresss 'E'
with the Northern lreland g s 8
PrisonService &, | e
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Women's Royal Army Corps

UNIFORMS of the late Princess Royal (pic-
tured right) in the Women’s Royal Army
Corps museum are clear evidence of the
affection and respect which membess of the
corps have for the lady who served them so
well as their Controller Commandant. Her
Number One dress with cap, gold-braided
epaulettes and white gloves, Number Two
dress with handbag and brown gloves, and
her mess dress and court shoes, are shown in
a central cabinet. The princess’s monogram
on the buttons is still featured on WRAC
buttons today, a privilege for which she gave
permission when the corps was formed.

Nearby can be seen both the service dress,
greatcoat and cap worn by the Queen when,
as Princess Elizabeth, she served in the
Augxiliary Territorial Service, and the chassis
of the Austin Seven on which she was taught
driving and mechanical maintenance.

Other items of dress worth noting are the
ATS dress worn by the Princess Royal when
she was Honorary Controller for Yorkshire;
an ATS other ranks uniform with Bakelite
buttons; a 1917 Women’s Army Auxiliary
Corps worker’s coat with three blue chev-
rons on the sleeve, denoting three years’
overseas service; a Queen Mary’s Army Aux-
iliary Corps officer’s tunic, with a unit
administrator’s badge of rank in a rose
design, long skirt, gaiters and heavyweight
shoes as worn in World War One; the
uniform worn by Dame Helen Gwynne-
Vaughan as Director of the ATS; and the
captain’s uniform, with four red chevrons
for four years’ service in the United King-
dom, worn by Mary Churchill.

A collection of badges and shoulder titles,
an ATS drum-major’s sash, a bronze bugle
presented to C Company by the builders of a
new ATS camp in Omagh in 1940, and a
French Resistance armband worn at the
time of the link-up with the Army of Lib-
eration, are well presented.

A fairly rare item, as not many went to
women, is the bronze plaque posthumously
awarded to those killed in World War One.
The plaque in the museum went to Worker
Margaret Caswell, QMAAC. A small but
growing collection of medals includes a King
Christian X of Denmark Liberty Medal. A
cane bearing the crest of the Army Edu-
cational Corps, presented to Sergeant ]
Clearey ATS for being the best student at
the Bodmin Army School of Education,
commemorates that she was the first woman
to pass out top of the school, ahead of 140
men many of whom were university gradu-
ates.

Recruiting posters, a leave pass and a 1919
demobilisation ration book also catch the eye

and an amusing World War One postcard
shows frightened German soldiers shouting
“For goodness sake go back, here kom der
WAAC.”

Another reminder of World War One is a
hard-tack biscuit issued as lunch to Miss
Druitt, one of three QMAAC regimental
sergeant-majors, on arrival at Boulogne in
1917. A more modern souvenir is the
WRAC 1 car number plate used by the
Duchess of Kent, the present Controller
Commandant, for her visit to Singapore and
Hong Kong in 1970.

The most valuable exhibit is undoubtedly
the solid silver model of a Mark II 3.7-inch
heavy anti-aircraft gun. This beautiful
model, with its 1700 separate silver parts,
commemorates the co-operation in peace
and war between the ATS, later to become
the Women’s Royal Army Corps, the Royal
Artillery and Anti-Aircraft Command.

John Jesse

Curator: Major D R M Parker (Retd)
Assistant
curator: Mrs H Bell
Address: Queen Elizabeth Park

Guildford

Surrey

GU2 6QH
Telephone:  Guildford 71201 extension 365
Open: Monday to Friday 0900 to 1600
Closed: Saturday, Sunday and Bank

Holidays
Entrance: Free
For sale: WRAC souvenirs.

Next month: The Royal Military School of Music

UK ATOMIC ENERGY
AUTHORITY CONSTABULARY

We have vacancies for

CONSTABLES

AT ESTABLISHMENTS IN
England & Scotland

Age normally: 19 to 35 years*

Minimum Height: 5° 7" (men)
54" (women)

Pay Scale: £2570-£3645 pa

Opportunity for Overtime

Good promotion prospects

Free Housing or Rent Allowance

40 Hour Week

Contributory Pension Scheme

*(applicants over this age with
recent service in HM Forces may
be accepted at the Chief
Constable’s discretion.)

For further information write to:
The Chief Constable
UKAEA Constabulary
Building 1
AERE Harwell
Didcot, Oxon OX11 ORA

BMUJ
TAR FREE
CENTRE

Do you qualify for tax free concessions
on a new BMW car or motorcycle?
Here.atour Park Lane showrooms. vou'll find expert
advice and the full BMW range for your leisured
inspection and test drives. We keep formalities to a
minimum and place the emphasis on courtesy and
service. Ask us to deliver your chosen BMW any-
where inthe world: itshallbedone. Nominate U.S.A.,
Australian or any other national specification: you
shall have it. Naturally you can select left or nght
hand drive and there’s a full 12 months. unlimited
mileage warranty on all models. Before you go

abroad, and whether you're a British national or
overseas resident, a visitor to Britain, a member of
NATO or the Diplomatic Corps., make BMW Park
Lane your first port of call

Consult the specialists at Europe’s finest BMW Centre.

-629 9277

SN L
rAIn

o
Address

Tel No: Home: Offiee: - o=

laminterestedin  LHD ] RHD[]

Other___ < et hi o B e =
S1
BMW Concessionaires GB Lid.,
Export Division, Tourist, NATO & Diplomatic Sales
56 Park Lane, W.1. Telex 261360
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Precision Timing for
The Professionals

To give pre n timing under extreme conditions for the man of
action, it's water resistant case, integral stainless steel bracelet,
sweepsecondhand nd stop watch facility make it ideal for the
Professionals way of life. Each msir ment is engraved ‘Fli ght
qalfedbyNASAf all ma
worn on the moon’

You can own Spe dmaster, for only £17 50 dep051 followed by
nlnefurlher payments of £17. 50 spread o ap od of

nine months. Absolutely no extra charge f dip stage and
packing. (Cash price £175.00 inc. V.A.T.)

This free credit facility is available for the pu h of all the Omega
range of watches. You ca have the watc h yo alw ays wanted
rght awav Tick the clip and return to F’restons Timer
n today. It's ti me you had an Omega

FREE GRED|T

Capitol House, Churchgate, Bolton, Lancs.

PRESTONS

Capitol House. Churchgate Bolton Lancs.

--------------
|"‘__|PI send me my Speedmaster Chronograph
|l en closed postof£17 50
Please send me the catalogue

ned space missions. The first watch

Timer
Division

of Omega watches .
available on free credit from Prestons.

NAME i
ADDRESS l

I REGISTERED IN ENGLAND No, 541349 S0/a78
B B B B BN BN BN A B N B

SPCClAL
OrreR

We have a limited
stock of overseas
specification RH
Alfasud Ti12s,
Alfetta 18 Saloons
and Alfetta 2000
GT Vs at greatly
reduced prices for
B.EG. postings.

Call NOW for
details.

Tax free centre

Alfa Romeo (GB) Ltd.
Edgware Road
London NW2 6LX
Telephone 01-450 8641
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Resurrection?

As a recent recipient of SOLDIER’s
Army badges poster, I was shocked at
the apparent conglomeration of many
well-known regiments which has
taken place over the last few years. It
is obvious that in the event of a full
mobilisation many more infantry and
cavalry regiments will be required. It
would be interesting to know
whether in such circumstances some
of the ‘old and bold’ units would
receive a new lease of life.

Would The Manchester Regiment or
the Lincolnshires be revived? Will
the 3rd Carabiniers or the 9th
Queen’s Royal Lancers see the light
of day again? Or will we have such
ridiculous extremes as infantry bat-
talions converted to armoured for-
mations, as in World War Two, while
units such as the 14th/20th King’s
Hussars and 17th/21st Lancers
remain amalgamated — because pre-
sumably no one has ever considered
the question of reviving old regi-
ments? — Malcolm T Hobson,
Zevenaar Strasse 13, 629 Weilburg,
West Germany.

“Alamein reunion

Following the enormous success of
last October’s El Alamein reunion at
Blackpool (the first time outside
London); we have launched the
Eighth Army Veterans’ Association
and published the first issue of the

.association’s newsletter, ‘The New

Crusader.’

This year’s reunion will again be at
Blackpool, on 28-29 October. Associ-
ation membership is £1 and forms are
available from me. — Alec Lewis
(General Secretary), 7 Whinfell
Road, West Derby, Liverpool, L12
2AS.

WRVS and Naafi

The article on the withdrawal of the
WRYVS service from Germany (Janu-
ary) said ‘Naafi decided that an over-
whelming need for the WRVS clubs
in Germany no longer existed.’

To put the record straight: Naafi is
not empowered to take decisions on
Segvice welfare policy and did not do
so in this case. Such decisions are,
quite properly, the prerogative of the

Services themselves (hence the var-
iation in response between RAF and
Army).

Naafi’s part was merely to supply
information on the cost to Naafi
profits of providing the service.
Because these profits are returned to
the Services, this amount in effect
represented a reduction in the
amount of extra rebate paid annually
to central welfare funds as instructed
by the Service departments. —
Ronald Walker, Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer, Naafi, Imperial Court,
Kennington Lane, London, SE11
5QX.

Fall in ‘Filers’

Mr A Worley (SOLDIER to Soldier,
December) seeks a different term for
‘other ranks,’” but surely this would
be just ‘a rose by any other name’? In
the Royal Navy, its seamen are
‘rated’ ordinary, able or leading,
hence ratings. RAF airmen (who do
not necessarily fly) are ‘classified’. Is
anyone suggesting that they should
be known as ‘classings’ or that sea-
men should be ‘ratified’?

I have always understood that, in the
18th century, regimental returns
listed officers (commissioned), rank
(senior non-commissioned officers)
and file (junior NCOs and private
soldiers). So ‘filers’ or ‘filings’?

No, other ranks is correct, without
any disrespect or dishonour, for they
are just that. And far better that than
in South East Asia Command where
the designations were COs (com-
missioned officers), VCOs (vice
commissioned officers), BOR (British
other ranks) and IOR (Indian other
ranks). — F R Reed, 104 Cherry
Garden Road, Eastbourne, East
Sussex, BN20 8HG.

Boys Battery

I have been asked, as secretary of the
reunion committee of the wartime
Boys Battery, Royal Artillery, to
make a point or two on the article
‘Call of the trumpet’” (SOLDIER,
December 1977).

The training and testing of trum-
peters did not end when the Boys
Battery disbanded in 1939. The first
boys — Bramley, Clarke, Hanson
and Bone — of a newly formed Boys
Battery arrived at the Royal Artillery
Depot, Woolwich, on 24 November
1942. Newly joined youngsters were
given seven-figure regimental num-
bers beginning with 1151; around
March 1943 this block was changed
to 1157.

Training of trumpeters began and the
first were tested in June 1943 —
Major (TIG) J R Guy, now at the
Royal School of Artillery, Larkhill,
and I were among them. Boys con-
sidered proficient in all routine and
emergency calls, on bugle or trum-
pet, had to face that great director of
music, Lieutenant-Colonel Owen
Geary. They had to know the calls
perfectly and if they slurred a note
they were doomed to a further period
without crossed trumpets on the
sleeve and to suffer such punishment
by the senior trumpet-major as spit-
ting out tea-leaves one by one to
make them proficient at ‘tongueing.’
Qualified trumpeters were in great
demand for funerals, opening of
assizes and mess functions and the
band played at weekly church para-
des and at “Wings for Victory Week,’
‘“Warship Week’ and ‘Salute the Sol-
dier Week.” At the latter the band
marched past the royal family at
Buckingham Palace. A painting of
that event, with the band wheeling in
Trafalgar Square, is to be presented
to the Royal Artillery Sergeants’
Mess, Woolwich, at our eleventh
reunion on 7 October this year.
After mustering as gunners at 17}
years old, the boys were posted to 4

-~

stamp will be used.
Cost of the signed covers :

\

j
Commemorative cover

To commemorate the 900th anniversary of building the White
Tower at the Tower of London, a special cover and handstamp are
being produced to coincide with the Post Office historic building
stamps issue on 1 March. The cover will depict the Tower of
London, a yeoman warder and an original guard. The BFPS number
of the special handstamp will be 9000 and the 9p Tower of London

By Field-Marshal Sir Geoffrey Baker,
Constable of the Tower of London, £8; by Lieutenant-General Sir
Napier Crookenden, Lieutenant of the Tower, £5; by Major-General
Digby Raeburn, Resident Governor and Keeper of the Jewel
House, £5; covers signed by all three, £10 each.

Ordinary unsigned covers will cost 50p each.

The covers can be obtained from Philatelic Officer, HPCCD RE,
Inglis Barracks, Mill Hill, London, NW7 1PX, plus 7p postage.

Field Training Regiment at Larkhill
for nine months’ training during
which they qualified as drivers in
addition to their other skills. Many of
the older ‘badgies’ later served in
such actions as the Normandy land-
ings, Walcheren Islands, Arnhem,
the Rhine crossing, and in Egypt and
Palestine. Like our ‘brothers’ of the
Fiddlers’ Club, many ‘badgies’ were
commissioned and some are still serv-
ing.

So there has been continuous gunner
boys’ service since 24 November
1942, with the 1151-1157 ‘badgies’
the ancestors of the present Junior
Leaders Regiment at Bramcote. — T
C Holden (ex-RSM), 6 Ingres Walk,
Sholver 2, Moorside, Oldham,
Lancs.

Belt UE’ Ronnie!

If Ronnie Barker ever appeared on
parade looking as he does in the
Natocars advertisement on SOL-
DIER’s inside front cover, then I'd
not fancy his chances with any RSM
of my acquaintance, even though he
appears to be a warrant officer 2.
Ronnie, just look at your belt! — Cpl
Colin Secker RADC (TAVR), 211
Durham Road, Stockton-on-Tees,
Cleveland, TS19 0QA.

*Reader Secker is not alone in spotting
Ronnie Barker's incorrect dress. And
the advertiser knows too — and likes it
that way because it attracts attention!

Side-drummers

Mr F M Waters is perfectly correct
when he writes (Letters, January)
that side-drumming, correctly per-
formed, does not require a straight
platform. But I would like to point
out that music must move with the
times and the ability required of a
modern percussionist is just as
technically complex as of any other
instrumentalist. A contemporary
drum section must pride itself on
good, dynamic drumming to accom-
pany the wind players, or perform a
high-quality drum routine, and
although it is possible to play with a
traditionally placed side drum, it is
far easier to adopt a modern style if
the drummer has a flat surface to play
on.

Although my own band is not milit-
ary, we adopted the military style six
months ago. Originally it was to
make it easier to play rim-shots, but
our drummers are now fully aware
that it is easier to play many rhythms
with a flat surface. There is the added
advantage that a regimental badge is
in an upright position, which makes
for better presentation.

On another subject, as many band
enthusiasts know, Lieutenant-

Colonel Trevor Sharpe retires in”

March after 42 years devoted to
Army music. I suggest that all who
have enjoyed his style of music
should encourage directors of music,
bandmasters and record companies to
make an album of Colonel Sharpe’s
arrangements and compositions. It
would be a fitting tribute to a brilliant
director of music and arranger for
concert band, and could also bring
enjoyment to thousands of people. —
M Hefford (Senior Drum-Major,
Coventry School of Music), 6 Cum-
bernauld Walk, Walsgrave, Coven-
try, CV2 2GX. ;
continued over
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‘Staggering’ prices
for militaria

In a review of 1977 the firm of
Messrs Wallis & Wallis, the
militaria, arms and armour, coins
and medals auctioneers of Lewes,
Sussex, reports that 'some of the
(militaria) prices obtained have been
staggering.” A complete set of pre-
1881 other rank Glengarry badges
with some variations realised £5486
while an almost complete collection
of officers and other ranks helmet
plates, pre- and post-1902 types,
fetched £9983. One of the rarest
military headdresses, a grenadier
officer's mitre cap of the 38th
Regiment of Foot, circa 1750,
although damaged and repaired,
was sold for a ‘princely’ £3800.
The firm also reports that there was
a noticeable upward trend in prices
for military and naval swords and
eastern edged weapons, with high
quality Arab swords and daggers
much sought after. Japanese
swords had always sold well and in
the last sale of 1977 a pair (daisho)
fetched £2000.

Wallis & Wallis's Military Heritage
Museum, opened in October by
Field-Marshal Sir Gerald Templer,
had had many visitors, been filmed

32

twice for television and recorded
twice for radio.

At a sale by Weller & Dufty Ltd, of
Birmingham, a rare part uniform
(left) of an officer in the
Montgomeryshire Yeomanry
Cavalry, circa 1911, fetched £360
and a walnut table top taken from
the headquarters of Luftgau X! in
1945 by a Royal Air Force intel-
ligence officer, made £160. Among
the weapons, a scarce Prussian
16.2mm needle-fire military pattern
rifle realised £370, and an
extremely rare and massive Mauser
anti-tank rifle developed by the
Germans in World War One to
combat British tanks, fetched £325.

Police print

It may interest some readers to know
that the print featured in the Sussex
Police recruiting advertisement on
page 38 of the December SOLDIER
is from an original water colour
commissioned by me from Charles
Stadden.

Colour prints of the original are avail-
able in a limited edition on a good
quality art paper. Anyone interested
in obtaining a copy would perhaps
write to me. — E Morley, Vennely,
Arun Vale, Coldwaltham, Pul-
borough, West Sussex, RH20 1LP.

The O'Rourkes

I am researching the history of the
O’Rourke family and would welcome
any information on deeds of valour or
exceptional service by bearers of the
name. The information is not for
publication but would form part of
the research I am doing into my own
family history, bringing the subject
into wider perspective. — William P
O’Rourke, 50 Twist Lane, Leigh,
Lancashire, WN7 4DA.

Competition

A disappointingly small entry indi-
cates that ‘Tri-partite’ (Competition
232, November) was too tough.
Answers to the first-stage questions:
1 Tedder, 2 Langrage, 3 Volkssturm,
4 Naseby, 5 Ironsides, 6 Wolfe, 7
Hanniball, 8 Barbican, 9 Tattoo, 10
Resistance, 11 Ensign, 12 Foch, 13
Red Cross, 14 Kitchener, 15 Lincoln,
16 Matchlock.

Transferred to the appropriate num-
bered spaces in the grid, the initial
letters of these answers give:
T—-LV- —N-I—! WH— B-T-—
RE F-R K-L - M-
Adding the letters of the phrase ‘One
gets an air enlistee a weapon’ com-
pletes the grid to ‘Twelve pennies!
What better reason for killing a
man?’ (a quotation from Yeats’s ‘The
Death of Cuchulain’).

Which leads to the required answer
of Royal Army Pay Corps.
Prizewinners:

1 Mrs A Hull, 15 Waverley Avenue,
Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear.

2 L/Cpl Rochester, A Sqn, Scots
DG, Cambrai Bks, Catterick, North

Yorkshire.

3 R P Jenkins, 19a Griffith Street,
Rushden, Northants.

4 Mrs T E Leslie, 6 McNeill Road,
Larkhill, Wilts.

5 Maj M S Wilmot, Fetcham Lodge,
Fetcham, Surrey.

6 R ] A Clements, 6 Spinney
Avenue, Goostrey, Cheshire.

7 T M Brown, 17 Tennyson Avenue,
Gedling, Nottingham.,

8 G H Bendell, 199 Midanbury
Lane, Southampton.

Reunions

218 Army Troops Coy RE. 3lst
reunion dinner, TAVR Centre, 65
Parkhurst Road, Holloway, London
N7, 1830 hrs 1 April. All enquiries to
] Wilkinson (01-531 4973) or P T
Beaton (01-435 9669) after 6pm.
The Queen’s Own Hussars. Reun-
ion dinner, Saturday 6 May, at
Hanover Grand, Hanover Street,
London,WIR 9HH. Dress optional.
Tickets £3.75 each from Maj J S
Sutherland (Retd), Home Head-
quarters, The Queen’s Own Hussars,
28 Jury Street, Warwick, CV34
4EW.

ATS Didcot Garrison Group OC.
Annual reunion, Saturday 8 April.
Details from Mrs A Wagstaff, 127B

St Julians Farm Road, London, SE27
ORP.

The Royal Hussars. Annual reun-
ion, Barker’s Penthouse Restaurant,
Kensington, 7.15pm, Saturday 6
May. Tickets from Home Head-
quarters, The Royal Hussars (PWO),
Lower Barracks, Winchester.

The Welch Regiment Old Com-
rades. Annual reunion, Saturday 7
October, TAVR Centre, Broadway,
Pontypridd. Details later.

Fiddlers Club. Seventh annual reun-
ion, Royal School of Artillery, Lark-
hill, Friday 4-5 August. All pre-1939
RA trumpeters invited. Further
details: Maj (Retd) J ] Dobbs, Easter
Ross House, Minley Road, Cove,
Farnborough, Hants.

How observant

are you?
(see page 13)

The two pictures differ in the following
respects: | Flag on right mast of ship. 2
Size of right gun on ship. 3 Windows in
ship’s stern. 4 Mane of horse on soldier’s
arm. 5 ‘Crown’ of badge on soldier’s left
arm. 6 Cloud in picture 16. 7 Middle
bar of ‘E’ in ‘GALLERY.” 8 Top
right of frame of picture 16. 9 Ring of
beer can. 10 Right epaulette of soldier in
picture 16.

Collectors’ Corner

P C Barr, 318 Claremont, Hoffman
Estates, Illinois 60195, USA. —
Excellent prices paid for British infan-
try WBCs, officers and OR. Exchanges
available for quality items.

R Masters, 38F Ahorn Alle, Werl,
BFPO 106. — Seeks certain cavalry
and corps Staybrite British Army
badges to complete collection.

James H Drummond, Box 1833,
Peace River, Alberta TOH 2XO,
Canada. — Wishes buy or trade air
force or civil airline insignia all coun-
tries, also cigarette cards, any subject.

D Gregory, 78 Cleveland Close,
Basingstoke, Hants, RG22 5AW. —
Seeks record, in good condition, ‘The
Splendour of the March® (Roval
Marines, Deal, 1963).

S Davies, 149 Priorylands, Stretton,
Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire. —
Starting to collect all airborne and
specialist unit badges.

S C Foote, PO Box 1899, Pretoria,
Transvaal, South Africa. — Wanted,
by purchase or exchange: Helmer plates,
pouch belt plates and cap badges of
Cape, Natal and Transvaal colonies.

R G Coase, 7 Highfield Court, Glebe-
lands Road, Prestwich, Manchester.
M25 SWE. — Seeks offers for SOL-
DIER Fan 74 to Dec 75 or would
exchange for copy Training Manual for
Army Certificate A.

John Martin-Stuart, 19 Ceg-
y-Ffordd, Ffrith, Prestatyn, Clwyd,
LL19 7YD. — Seeks new anodised
British Army cap badges in exchange
for SOLDIER magazines 1950 (Nov,
no back cover), 1953 (Oct, Nov, Dec),
1954 (Fan-Dec, except Nov, no back
cover May), 1955 (Fan-Dec, except
Ful, Oct).

Sheldon Zeitchyk, PO Box 753, St B,
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5P8, Canada.
— Vietnam and Angola veteran has
badges, patches, militaria to trade for
cap badges, patches and war books.

C ] Walters, 12 Dodds Crescent,
West Byfleet, Surrey. — Seeks pre-
1930 postcards, particularly WW1.
Can exchange or buy. (Phone Byfleet
48789).

R M Coverdale, 29 Formby Close,
Clavering Park, Hartlepool, Cleve-
land. — Seeks German WW2
militaria. Fair prices paid.

] W Hardie, 66 Stadcor Street,
Wavell Heights, Brisbane 4012,
Queensland, Australia. — Wishes o
sell or exchange for British medals or
badges kc, West Point cadets metal
Timpo — 24 cadets, Colour party (3),
20 bandsmen.

SFC M H Johnson, 27 Romerweg
A3, Germenshiem, West Germany.
— Seeks para wings, cloth and metal;
also interested in RM commando and
special unit badges eg SAS. Has many
US and Canadian swaps.

I Stephen, 12 Wannock Close,
Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex. — Seeks
WW?2 sleeve insignia of allied airborne
(USA), 17th Airborne (USA), 23rd
Hussars (Brit), 30 Corps (Brit), Prin-
cess Irene Brigade (Dutch), airborne
troop carrier (USA). para collar dogs
(Polish airborne). State prices (reason-
able, please) or swaps wanted.

Bob Scott, 5 Heathcote Gardens,
Romiley, Stockport, SK6 4ER. —
Ex-sgt REME wishes buy REME
magazines 1950s to present.

D Embleton, Tile House, Southwell
Park Road, Camberley, Surrey. —
Reguires any pre-1955 SOLDIER,
also any photos/data Belgian FN/FAL
assault rifle.

C E Brett, 28 Ashley Piece;
Ramsbury, Marlborough, Wiltshire,
SN8 2QE. — To complete two regi-
mental badge collections requires Scots
Guards piper’s feather bonner silver
badge, Royal Scots Greys OR bearskin
back badge (Hanover horse) and OR
grenade 1901-1952. Good prices paid.

David McCarthy, 117 Invercanny
Drive, Drumchapel, Glasgow, G15
7AX. — Has hpc 6th Bn, Royal Scots:
glengarry badges 5th Cameronians, st
Lanarkshire RV, 9th HLI officers (3-
piece) silver and gilt, RSF officers qc
gilt and other Scottish for exchange.
Looking for Black Watch items.

D R Beck, 1357 Pandora Avenue,
Victoria, British Columbia V8R 1A1,
Canada. — Private collector will buy
WW1 and other postcards pre-1920;
also wishes buy 1976 Centennial illus-
trated British Machine Gun Corps
book.

Sig M Belton, 576 Rear Link Det, c/o
1 RG], BFPO 1. — Seeks British and
foreign medal ribbons. State price.



Sgt Southwick, Sgts Mess, 9 Sig
Regt, BFPO 58. — Wishes buy LPs or
cassettes band of Ist Bn, Cameronians.

L/Cpl P D Tongue, ¢/o Band 2 RRF,
BFPO 24, — Seeks cap badges all regts
and corps British Army. Will pay good
money.

William S Mills, 4104 Ingalls Street,
San Diego, California 92103, USA.
— Has for exchange hpc duplicates
Liverpool KK 297, Somersetshire
KK 302, Leicestershire KK 301, Che-
shire KK 309, East Lancashire 320,
East Surrey 321, Border 326 WM,
Gloucestershire 315, North Staf-
fordshire 348, Leinster KK 353 (ome for
one hpe, rwo for one S/F). Seeks large
1855-81 button (will buy or swap).

D Edwards, Cornerbays, Clos
Fforddisa, Prestatyn, Clwyd, LL19
8TP. — Secks brass ‘Trained Soldier
arm badge (Guards regis), also any
WW2 plastic badges. Good regimental
badges for exchange, or will buy. Also
has for sale mess kit RA S/Sgt and mess
kit RTR WO?2 (Phone: 07456 3944).
J Hadden, c/o Farrell, 3/8 Piershill
Square East, Edinburgh, EHS 8BD,
— Seeks any records by British rifle
regts, light infantry, Scors, Welsh,
Irish, cavalry, Guards, Gurkha, Eng-
‘ish infantry and staff bands (pipe or
military), also records and programmes
Royal Tournament, Edinburgh, Car-
diff, Suffolk, Colchester and Tidworth
tattoos. Also seeks Decca record HL]
Pipes and Bugles in Hi-Fi.
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In this regular feature SOLDIER keeps you up-to-date on
tattoos, open days, exhibitions, at homes, Army displays and
similar occasions on which the public is welcome to see the
Army’s men and equipment. Amendments and additions to
previous lists are indicated in bold type.

ee-the-Army

DIAKY,

APRIL 1978

15 Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) Freedom of
Swansea. -

23 National children’s sponsored walk (in aid of Army Benevolent
Fund), Crystal Palace, London (Royal Military Police ‘Red
Caps’ mounted display team.

MAY 1978
4 Evening of Nostalgia (in aid of Ssaba), Royal Albert Hall,
London

5 Plymouth Services Tattoo (5-6 May) (NB not 9-12 August).
5 Newark Agricultural Show (5-6 May) (band; static displays).

12 Burslem Show (12-14 May) (band; static displays).

13 Market Rasen Show (13-14 May) (junior band; Royal Signals
‘White Helmets’ motorcycle display team; static displays).

17 Shropshire and West Midland Show, Shrewsbury (17-18 May)
(junior band; Red Caps; The Light Division ‘Flying Bugles’
freefall team).

20 Long Eaton Carnival (20-21 May) (band; The Parachute Regi-
ment ‘Red Devils’ freefall team; static displays).

20 Hinckley (Leicestershire) Tattoo.

20 First rehearsal, Trooping the Colour, Horse Guards Parade,
London. . ‘

20 Hadleigh (Essex) Farmers Club Show (Red Caps).

23 Massed bands, Household Division, beat Retreat, Horse Guards

~*" Parade, London (23-25 May).

24 Queen’s Birthday Parade, Berlin.

24 Stafford Show (24-25 May) (band; corps of drums; White
Helmets).

26 Aldershot Horse Show (26-28 May) (Royal Corps of Transport
*Silver Stars’ freefall team; band)

27 Cannon Hill Festival, Birmingham (27 May-3 June) (band;
junior band; Royal Artillery motorcycle display team; Junior
Leaders Regiment, Royal Artillery, physical training display).

27 Second rehearsal, Trooping the Colour, Horse Guards Parade,
London.

28 Hove Lions Day (band).

28 Carrington Park Rall;v, Boston (28-29 May) (band; Flying
Bugles; RA motorcyclists).

29 County Centenary Show, Derby (two bands; Flying Bugles).

29 Scottish/American War Memorial service, Edinburgh (junior
band).

30 Roya)l Marines massed bands beat retreat, Horse Guards
Parade, London (30 June-1 July).

JUNE 1978 ;

2 Gosport Combined Cadet Tattoo (2-4 June) (NB Not 27-29
May).

St Neot’s Riverside Carnival (3-5 June) (band; Red Devils;
Junior Parachute Company ‘Pegasus’ physical training display).
Nuneaton Carnival (junior band; JLR RA PT display).

W w
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JULY 1978

freefall team; static displays).
Catterick Army Display 7;9,.‘}31113'_). :
Southampton gh w g—? uly) (band
Basingstoke Tartoo (8-15 ]’nL'}

i , Aldershot,

00 00 00 1~ bt

13

13 é" Codloey 58 (131 !m' :
ent County Show (13-14 July) (band.
15 WG m’c%?bl; {15—1&
ames -
Mmo;cy'eﬁm -

18 Dunfermline Army Di%phy’ﬁ#vw.-_
18 East of | Peter
20 Burntisland Army Display (Golden

drums)

22 Aberdeen Army Display (22-23 July)
b s g a2 1)
2 Dg&?mlcwhfuw Depot, §

30 Open Day, Royal Armoured Cﬁrph, Bem

AUGUST 1978 e
| Tyneside Summer Exhibition (1-5 August)
2 Colchester Searchlight Tattoo (2-5
3 Bakewell (Derbyshire) Show (band; Flyir
Southsea Show (4-6 August) (band). =
SWMBHI;SM)!‘ Carnival (11-12 August) (band;
Flying es). et
11 Shrewsbury Show (11-12 August) (two ban
17 Edinburgh Tattoo (17 August-9 Septe
18 Reading Show (18-19 August) (band).
19 Skegness Carnival Week (19-25 August) (band; Pe as

displays).
25 British Timken Show, Nort on (25-26 t)
freefall; RA motorcyclists; static displays). _

26 fixpl:l Stﬁam, Pe ugh (26-28 August) (Red Devils;
elmets). - - s .
26 E‘:;n ;denmry Festival, Stoneleigh (26-28 August)
es). s
27 Quexpo 78, Birchington, Kent (27-28 August) (b
28 Leicester City Slmwgt (28-29 August) (Guards

cyclists 29 August), Ll
28 Walsall Show (28-29 August) (White ‘Helmets 29

(Pegasus 29 August).

SEPTEMBER 1978 £
1 Pl}mngl)mm Show (1-3 September) (band; RA

egasus). Bl A S T e

2 Guildford Town Show (2-3 Scxtember) (band).

2 Cosgrove Park Carnival (2-3 Au ba '

9 SnuthMidlandTattoo,Banb‘:j?(_ not 27

9 Freedom of Nottingham, 17th/21st Lancers .

21 Thame Show (band). SEi E

23 Ecwgh(_‘.o!ours, Ist Battalion, The Royal Highland Fusiliers,
urgh. 5 -

24 Laying up of Old Colours, st Battalion, Royal

Fusiliers, Ayr, and march past. s .

25 (1;’; Baualion, The Royal Highland Fusiliers, march

Sgow. -

OCTOBER 1978 - >
14 Queen’s Own Highlanders bicentenary parade
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YOUR SERVICES
BACKGROUND

IS JUST WHAT
ERE
LOOKING FOR.

We've a secure, satisfying, challenging career
waiting for you with Securicor, Britain’s largest and
fastest-growing security organization.

Your Service background is just what we're
looking for. And because we've got branches in
towns throughout Britain, chances are there may
be a vacancy in the town you choose to settle in.

You'll be part of a great team earning good
money, paid in full even during your training period.

There's a free uniform, sick pay, pension and
insurance schemes, opportunities for advancement
(we always promote from within) but above all - job-
security. Write to Securicor, Vigilant House, Room 203,
24-30Gillingham Street, London SW1V 1HZ.

(Tel: 01-834 5411) or if you're stationed in Britain see
Yellow Pages for your nearest branch. And when you
write, please let us know the town or area you are
likely to finally reside. We want to hear from you.

SECURICOR
A JOB WITH SECURITY.

Reynolds Motors €&

New Road Dagenham Essex 01-592 6655 MAIN DEALERS

We have a special Department dealing with the supply of Ford vehicles to Service Personnel.
It has been established for many years and has hundreds of satisfied customers. Fill in and post this
advertisement and we shall be pleased to quote our special terms.

Name and RNk . o i L i e v b e T e Model requirad ...i.. & vl

Home use
BREOR .« 0 R L L e ek e et A S OF X PO e i e et
5 S3
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VAUXHALL PRESENT
THE LATEST IN

MILITARY TRANSPORT

\ \\ The Cavalier Saloon
1 Slightly higher
ranking family car
&y~ with choice of

&y 1300, 1600 or 1900
¥] engine. Immaculately
W turned out vehicle with

well fitted interior.

Advances at high speeds and
comes smartly to a halt when ordered.
A car to turn heads on any parade ground.

The Chevette Saloon
A roomy 1300 four seater much favoured
by military families stationed abroad. ;
Outstanding performer and
economical worker
Equally suitable for
short excursions &=
and long manoeuvres. =
Also available as a
hatchback andan estate.

To Vauxhall Motors Limited, Personal Export Department,
Route 3830, PO Box 3, Luton, England. Telephone (0582) 21122, ext. 3830.

Please send me full details of the luxurious VX series, the dashing Cavaliers, the versatile
Chevettes and the economy-minded Vivas.

Also how I can take advantage of the money-saving Personal Export Scheme.

Name

Address

VALXHALL | SO

VAUXHALL
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Wherever British soldiers have served
they have added some of the local lingo
to their rich repartee. Whatever their

rank they are .

- IN COMMAND
OF THE

LANGUAGE

SOLDIERS used to be urged to join the
Army to see the world. Inevitably while they
looked, they listened too. And a good deal of
what they heard in the outlandish tongues
they encountered throughout the world they
absorbed into their own everyday speech.

Centuries of British rule in India ended in
1947 but echoes of the Raj are still heard in
the barrack rooms of the modern Army
more than a generation later. Many a young
soldier today still sprinkles dhobi dust rather
than washing powder on his laundry, much
of which — for the present at least — is
khaki in colour after the Hindu word for
dusty-coloured. Afterwards he may refresh
himself with a cup of char in the Naafi.

Story: Mike Starke
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Later he might enjoy a few beers and have
to answer the call of Nature in the khasi but
only older soldiers nowadays sleep it off in
their charpoy. The younger generation took a

look at the shiny, wrinkled skin of the new
padded sleeping bag and with graphic sim-
plicity christened it a ‘green maggot.’
Another survivor from the days of the Raj
still haunts the ranks in the form of the poor
soul said to have gone deolali (pronounced
‘doolally’). Deolali was a famous rest camp
some 100 miles from Bombay where a native
at the gates would greet new arrivals by
stamping their kitbags with a cipher
attached to a stick he wielded. Hence the

original full phrase of Deolali tap, referring
to the sharp blow, seeming to land on the
newcomers’ heads, which presumably
resulted in a dazed condition.

It’s a long way from Northern Ireland to
India’s North-West Frontier. But
peacekeeping among hostile natives makes
the modern soldier as chokka (fed up) in his

sangar (fortified outpost) as it did his Indian
Army counterparts when they first picked
up the words from the locals. And when that
welcome relief vehicle hoves into view there
are corners of the Army where it is still
called a gharr. :
Now for a shufti at the Near East. World

i
|
|

War Two and post-war service in Egypt, the
Canal Zone, Palestine and later Aden
resulted in a whole new vocabulary being
captured by British Forces.

The cry of backsheesh! (money) accom-
panied by the beggar’s outstretched palm for
a hand-out entered the English language via |
the barrack gates as buckshee — which still
means something is free or spare.

Rarely free and not so spare in many
places were the bints who were likely to
reject a soldier’s manly charms if he was
mafeesh (broke). The word has not survived
even if the condition is still with us! For a
soldier can still find himself short of ackers
which was Canal Zone pidgin for the local
currency of piastres and stlll refers to the
coin of any realm.
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There was not much to spend your ackers
on in the Malayan Emergency if you were
out in the wulu (jungle) in your basha
(bivouac) or even in the scrub land of the
bundu. All three words are alive and well and
living in British garrisons to this day. ;

Surprisingly little German has joined th
ranks of exotic terms pressed into service by
soldiers worldwide over the years, con-
sidering that a third of today’s Army is
stationed in Germany.

There are two possible reasons for this
First many Germans speak very good Engl
ish and more British soldiers are lea
German than ever so that dealings betw
the two tend to be in one or other langu
rather than a mixture leading to the ‘bo!
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rowing’ of words. Secondly, the British
Army of the Rhine is a peacetime force and
it seems that it is operational zones which
provide the most new words to the language.

This brings us to Northern Ireland where,
although the native tongue is the same as

AR —
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B :
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\\?\
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that of the peacekeeping force, a whole
sub-culture of words and phrases has
developed over the eight weary years of
strife.

The ballistically functional shape of the
‘rubber bullet’, the baton round fired to
disperse rioters, soon earned it a ribald title

now made respectable by transfer to the
phonetic alphabet as ‘Romeo Delta,” mean-
ing something that is no use or botched.

Pigs thrive in Ireland. But for the Army
the word does not conjure up the chubby
porkers snuffling in the fields. A ‘pig’ to a
soldier is the armoured personnel carrier he
patrols in with its long snout of a bonnet and
the tortured squeal of its engine straining
under the extra weight of armour that con-
verted it from the old one-ton Humber
vehicle.

Not content with adapting other people’s
languages for his use, the soldier has also

made adjustments to his own. And radio
communications have affected a soldier’s
speech off as well as on the air. No one begs
your pardon; they insist you ‘say again.’

The soldier who finds himself on'the right
side of the sergeant-major is ‘laughing kit-
bags’ and may well be ‘chuffed to Naafi
break.’

With a stroke of the pen, the Iron Duke of
Wellington immortalised the eternal soldier
as Tommy Atkins and the lad has grown up
over the years learning to talk other people’s
as well as his own language. His wit and
wisdom have been enriched by it.

YOU’'VE JOINED “THE PROFESSIONALS"
SO BUY FROM ““THE PROFESSIONALS""
FOR YOUR PERSONAL EXPORT.

{ BUY BRITISH | ‘

For personal service: contact

W V. HILL,

Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd., or : X
Northern Region Office,
P.O. Box 4, Nairn,

IV12 4HN Scotland.

Tel. No. 0667-54230

Head Office, P.O. Box 98,
London, SW1V 3PU.
Tel. No. 01-821 0021.

CHRYSLER BRITISH LEYLAND. FORD.

VAUXHALL For full details of how to get your new
ALPINE ALL export car, fill in the coupon below and
AVENGER CosT
CORTINA Foanid iy o2 e TRY uTg '.33;

BRIT, LEY.

ESCORT Allow substantial savings against U.K. PRICE
GRANADA retail prices. FORD SERVICE
CHEVETTE Our prices are competitive and COST CUTTING
TRIUMPH challenging. VAUXHALL COURTESY
Selective stocks to draw from. WE BELIEVE
Up to 4 years to pay—from 10% deposit. w
Car part exchange—Car Radios—Stereo.

'-------‘

. W. V. HILL, Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.
Please send details
Name. . ool Thauste - emiatet Bank o Sheak

Have you a part exchange (1 Yes [] No

37



pf SPEEDY
v) EXPORT
2 SERVICE SAYE
H " Allequipment VA
((3F=8|  THE VALUE OF YOUR
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‘ ICKS] iz REGULAR SAVINGS
PHOTOGRAPHIC LTD ElEE ' :
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COMPETITION 236

Sess BRI EBRINRREISERRRRRRERERERR S

= » THAT USEFUL chess piece, the knight,
moves an L-shaped one and two or two and
one, ie a square forward, backward or side-
ways and two squares at right angles to that

line, or two squares and then one.
Using the knight’s move, you can trace on

this chess-board an extract from ‘Field exer-
. cise and evolutions of infantry as revised by
straight. knees heel facings going Her Majesty’s Command 1861." Punctuation
is indicated and both your first and last
words are fairly obvious.

Send your answer, on a postcard or by
forward, being it body through never left letter, with the ‘Competiton 236’ label from
. this page and your name and address, to:
Editor (Comp 236)

SOLDIER

. Ordnance Road
k left; h In hi
ept eft must the must the the ALDERSHOT
Hants
GU112DU.

: This competition is open to all readers at
incline carried to the turn ground; soldier quit home or overseas and the closing date is
Monday 8 May. The answer and winners’
names will appear in the July SOLDIER.

More than one entry can be submitted but

; must b i b K -
the turn to and the turn as but o e accompanied by w G

petition 236’ label. Winners will be drawn
by lots from correct entries. Entries using
OHMS envelopes or official pre-paid labels
will be disqualified.

forward right, being the it the the must

-
to on pivot, drawn right on on P'llms

1 £10
2 XD
the back foot body 4 34 £3
5-6 Two books :
7-8 SOLDIER free for six months.

INVICTA EXPORT is part of the Ramsgate Division of Invicta Motors
Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East Kent. Being associated

with Ford for over 50 years, nobody is better qualified to give you
help and guidance in choosing your new Ford — specialising makes

the difference.

% Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 minutes from

Pegwell Bay Hoverport and 40 minutes from Dover.
% Generous Discounts — No hidden charges.
Y Part exchanges welcome.
% Guaranteed Used Cars available.

Return the coupon for free Information Pack to Invicta Motors Ltd.,
Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: Thanet 57931. Telex 96331.

NAME......cenrerinsrrscvsnsnienss BANK L oo.onnonnsn.... Tick items of main interest
OFIESTA OCORTINA
ADDRESS.... O ESCORT OGRANADA
..OCAPRI OUSED CARS
ONEW MOTORCYCLES




What was therange of  Did the Japanese use ‘suicide
the Bismarck’s guns? submarines’ in World War lI?

What was the top speed How thick is the armour on
of the Mark Il Spitfire? a Chieftain Tank?

Find out the answers in Purnell’s lllustrated Encyclopedia of

WEAPONS AND WARFARE

In the last 80 years, there have been more
advances in the techniques and technology of war
than in the previous 8 centuries. There's a lot to
learn and you can learn it week by week with
Purnell’s lllustrated Encyclopedia of Modern
Weapons and Warfare.

Don't miss your chance to be in on the
beginning of this important Encyclopedia. Week

by week you'll be able to build it up
into a permanent and valuable
work of reference.

A U.5.S. South Dakota class battleship fires o broadside from its 16-inch guns . These battleships

were among the most powerful in the U.S. Navy during the
Second World War.

Supermarine

Spitfire Il Handsome Binders

Weight: 6,317 |b. Length: 29 f1 11in. to protect and preserve your Encyclopedio
Span: 36 ft 10in. Engine: 1 x 1,150 hp Details in Part |.

Rolls-Royce Merlin. Speed: 357 mph at

1,700 f1. Range: 500 miles. Crew: 1
Armament: 8 x -303
machine-guns,

* Over 3,000 alphabetical entries, written by world experts.

* 2,600 pages - all superbly illustrated.

* Rare, historic photographs - many never published before.

* Brilliant drawings, cutaway illustrations and exploded diagrams
by world famous military artist John Batchelor.

* Extraordinary weapons from the early 19005, through the

famous warships, planes, tanks and missiles of two World

Wars, right up to the latest electronic weaponry fresh

from the secret list.

FREE! Buy Part1 - on sale now, price 40p -
and get Part Il absolutely free.

PLUS Free Harrier Jump Jet Poster
with Part 3. Free foldout Panzer
Division Poster in Part 4.
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More tanks
‘The Illustrated Encyclopedia of the
World’s Tanks and Fighting Vehicles'
(Christopher Foss)

‘Tanks’ (Richard Humble)

‘Panzger’ (Philip Warner)

‘WW2 Fact Files: Axis Combat Tanks’
(Peter Chamberlain and Chris Ellis)
‘Airfix Magazine Guide 26: American
Tanks of WWII' (Terry Gander and
Peter Chamberlain)

‘Military Vehicles 1: Weasel

One way to test an illustrated encyc-
lopedia is to write down the names of
half a dozen obscure subjects and
check whether the author has
included them — and like the expert
he is, Christopher Foss has.

He even has the bizarre BIV Funk-
lepanzer which served in the
Wehrmacht from 1943 to 1945. It
was a demolition vehicle, radio-
controlled, which could deposit a
large wedge-shaped charge among
field fortifications to permit the
advance of tanks. Its use in oper-
ations was rather limited and there

are only scanty records of its deploy-

ment in the field.

Nevertheless it is worthy of inclu-
sion in a book — a must for all tank
enthusiasts — which covers tanks

and fighting vehicles, ancient and
modern, of all the tank-building
nations. It is packed with illustrations
and drawings in colour and black-
and-white, and at its price is a snip.

Mr Humble presents a history of
the tank from the age-old search for a
military juggernaut to the present day
when thoughts of armoured fighting
vehicles with the attributes of space
capsules are not necessarily far from
reality. In between, we see the first
real tanks conceived and built, and
their ever-improving successors —
Matilda, Tiger, T-34, Sherman and
all the others — locked in combat in
World War Two.

We watch the development of the
arms race and end with the impon-
derables — what purpose, for
instance, could a radiation-proof tank
possibly serve in a seared and con-
taminated world?

Mr Warner concentrates entirely
on the history of the Panzers, their
birth in the 1920s, the amusing
cardboard practice models, their
rapid development, and the devas-
tating successes they achieved in
Poland, France, Russia, the Balkans
and North Africa. We see the Panzer
virtuosos — Guderian, Rommel,

Hoth, Hoeppner and

Reichenau,
Manteuffel, to name but a few —
drawing up their plans and fighting

battles of movement which could be
compared only with sea warfare.

We see, too, the flaws in planning
and organisation which were to prove
fatal to the Panzers. They fought well
to the end, but their strength ebbed
as that of the allies grew. The rise and
fall of the Panzers is one of the most
fascinating periods of military his-
tory; Philip Warner does full justice
to it.

Messrs Chamberlain and Ellis are a
well-known and respected team. In
this “World War Two Fact File’ they
give us a swift, well-illustrated run-
down on the tanks the Axis powers
sent into battle. The inclusion of
Japanese models seems a bit out of
place, but they are interesting
enough. There are the cameos, too.
The Bulgarians, for example, were
given 88 Pz Kpfw IVs in 1943 to
form a national Panzer division. The

following year, those same tanks were
used against the Germans.

Mr Chamberlain teams up with
Terry Gander to deal with United
States tanks of World War Two. As

ever, the Airfix reputation is
enhanced by the amount of infor-
mation the authors managed to pack
in. A worthwhile effort.

Finally comes a little paperback,
the first of a new series, to describe
the Weasel, that splendid little work-
horse of the snow. Jeff Woods pre-
sents lots of statistics and pictures of
the Weasel in all its variants to add a
very useful volume to the military
vehicle bookshelf.

1 Salamander Books, 27 Old Glouces-
ter Street, London, WCIN 3AF, £5.95
2 Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 11 St
Fohn's Hill, London SW11, £4.95

3 Weidenfeld & Nicholson, £4.95

4 Macdonald & Fane’s Lid, Paulton
House, 8 Shepherdess Walk, London,
N1 7LW, £2.25 paperback, £3.25
hard cover

5 Patrick Stephens Ltd, Bar Hill,
Cambnidge, CB3 8EL, £1.60

6 ISO Publications, Dept MM7, 483
Harrow Road, London, W10 4RG,
95p JCW

New series

‘International Defense Review Special
Series 4: Battle Tanks’

In the present world military situ-
ation, the main battle being fought is
on the drawing board — the ever-
necessary need to be up to date and,
where possible, to keep one or more
steps ahead of the opposition. And
nowhere is this more true than in the
field of the battle tank.

Britain and Germany are co-
operating on the Kampfpanzer 3/
FMBT 80; the Americans are pre-
paring for the delivery in 1979 of the
M1 General Abrams; the Russians
have already taken delivery of the
first T-64/T-72 range; and even
smaller, non-aligned countries like
Sweden and Switzerland are working

"on new projects for the next decade.

Israel, too, has a new battle tank
under development.

The cost must be phenomenal as
the various countries pursue higher
mobility, stronger armour, bigger
firepower, greater hit probability and
passive night vision capability.

And options have to be left open.
Britain, for instance, is developing an
improved Chieftain, albeit for Iran
but, in the event of the Anglo-
German effort producing no valid
result, it would be acceptable to the
British Army. The West Germans,
too, are hedging their bets and will
begin procurement of the Leopard-2
in Autumn 1979.

In the field of armour protection,
on which almost every Western coun-
try is working intensively, British
ingenuity has obtained a splendid
breakthrough with Chobham
armour.

On firepower, Russia has produced
the 122/125mm gun for the T-
64/T-72; West Germany is working
on a 120mm smooth-bore gun;
Britain is working on a 120mm rifled
gun and, in France, plans are afoot to
retro-fix the AMX-30s with a 120mm
gun. Thus the struggle goes on,
despite the belief expressed by some
experts that the destruction of 190
Israeli tanks by Egyptians armed
with Soviet AT-3 Sagger missiles and
RPG-7 rocket launchers during the
Yom Kippur War of 1973 spelled the

imminent demise of the battle tank.

Nowhere can you get a better,
up-to-date view of tank development
than in this superb survey, published
as one of a special series by Inter-
national Defense Review in English,
German and French editions. Each

contains a unique collection of
articles on all aspects of defence
technology.

Companion volumes are: 1 Air
Defence Systems; 2 Combat Aircraft;
3 Warships and Naval Systems.
Interavia SA, PO Box 162, CH-1216
Cointrin-Geneva, Switzerland, £4.50
each JCW

Table top

‘Napoleon’s Campaigns in Miniature’
(Bruce Quarrie)

‘Tank Battles in Miniature 4: A War-
gamer's Guide to the Mediterranean
Campaigns 1943-1945" (Donald
Featherstone)

‘The Old West — Part one: 1816-1900°
Tabletop warriors will welcome these
three excellent additions to their lib-
raries.

Bruce Quarrie takes us through all
of Napoleon’s campaigns from 1796
in Italy to Waterloo in 1815. He
punctuates his account with advice
on scales and tactics, lines of com-
munication and medical services, and
it comes as a surprise to learn from
historian David G Chandler, who
writes a foreword, that Kriegspiel,
the wargame, is rapidly coming of age
as a popular hobby. Time flies.

Donald Featherstone begins with
the final assault in Tunisia, takes us
across to Sicily, on to Italy and the
landings at Anzio, and the battles for

the Gustav, Adolf Hitler and Gothic
lines, and across to Southern France
for Operation Dragoon.

Former tank soldier Major-General
E V Strickland, who rode Churchill
tanks into battle in Tunisia and Italy,
commends this book for its accuracy.
Both these books have applications,
too, for the student of military his-
tory. Both give usefully concise out-
lines of the campaigns.

“The Old West’ brings a- bit of fun
to the table top, laying out rules and
conditions for ‘Old West’ games tak-
ing into account such features as
saloon brawls, artillery, the appear-
ance of drunks, and showdowns.
Cow towns, range wars and trail
drives also come into the reckoning.

The authors, Mike and Paul Blake,
Ian and Lin Colwill, and Garth and
Bren Rose, obviously enjoyed writing
this pleasant excursion, and they
offer “one last word of advice, espe-
cially for greenhorns and East-
erners.”

They say: “You don’t have to
believe in the Code of the West to
enjoy these rules. In fact, it's a dog-
gone handicap ifen you do! So hitch
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Clue 1. Experience has shown that the
training and experience you can claim
can lead to quick promotion and a fine,
worthwhile career. Clue 2. You can enjoy
a regular home life in a job where you
won't feel like a fish out of water.

Clue 3. Northumbria Police needs you. "
So if you're under 40 or slightly more in
certain instances, and at least 172 cm -
(5°8°) tall, 162cm (5'4") for women it .
could be just what you need. Start at

£2530 a year plus up to £736 married v
rent allowance or free housing, and free
uniform. Good pension too. Send for

details to «

Recruitment, Northumbria Police,
Freepost, Ashington, NE63 8BR.
(No postage stamp needed).
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up your gunbelt and stride manfully
out through them there batwing
doors, and always remember — A
man’s gotta do what a man’s gotta
do.”

Well, you can’t say fairer than that,
can you?
1 Patrick Stephens Ltd, Bar Hill,
Cambnidge, CB3 8EL, £4.95
2 Patrick Stephens Lid, £3.95
3 Skirmish Wargames, 24 Mill Road,
Gillingham, Kent, ME7 1HN, £2.00

Jcw

Between the States
‘Battles of the American Civil War
(Curt Fohnson and Mark McLaughlin)
Of all modern wars, America’s War
Between the States is perhaps the
most intriguing, marking as it did the
watershed between the almost rigid
formality of the Napoleonic era and
the total war of the 20th century.

Notwithstanding his method of
going into action, an officer of The
Parachute Regiment once assured me
that there had been nothing basically
new in military thinking sipce the
American Civil War. Everything, he
said, had its parallels. Certainly, it
was a war of many firsts. Railways,
for instance, were a vital factor. So
were the field telegraph and the
observation balloon.

This war also saw the introduction
of the magazine rifle, mines and tor-

BATTLES OF THE
AMERICAN

XUN 10O PETERSEURG:
TARS OF MANOEUVRE
ODSHER,

CLRT JCHENSUN ANDM

pedoes, ironclad warships and sub-
marines. Each has an integral part in
the story.

The battle descriptions, six from
each author, are classics — lucid and
authoritative. I have never read bet-
ter. The authors, two Washing-
tonians, an historian and a journalist
respectively, are to be congratulated
on an excellent, well-illustrated book
which will make them many friends
they’ll never meet.

Sampson Low, Berkshire House,
Queen Street, Maidenhead, Berkshire,
SL6 INS, £6.95 Jcw

Armoured infantry
‘Panzer Grenadiers’ (Fames Lucas and
Matthew Cooper)

By and large, the Panzer Grenadiers
did not go into battle aboard the
armoured tracked personnel carriers,
as their name would imply, but in
unarmoured, untracked lorries (very
often, particularly in the Western
Desert, captured ones).

Their title is thus best translated as
‘motorised infantry,’ the vital, second
main component of the German
armoured division. Al the major
armies of today include these sol-

diers, irrespective of the names they
have been given, but the Germans
were first in the field.

It is to those days that this accom-
plished writing team takes us back, to
when a Red Army intelligence sum-

mary declared: ‘Panzer Grenadiers
are to be treated with respect . ..
commanders should, when drawing
up their appreciation of the battle-
front, take full account of the Ger-
man armoured infantry no less than
of the German tanks, for they can be
just as dangerous.’

Rarely were truer words written.
The Panzer Grenadiers, both of the
Wehrmacht and the Waffen-SS, were
indeed formidable opponents and
they showed it in Poland, France,
Russia, the Western Desert, in Nor-
mandy and Holland, and in their
homeland. This is an excellent and
informative book.

Macdonald & Fane’s Lid, Paulton
House, 8 Shepherdess Walk, London,
N1 7LW, £5.50 Jcw

IN BRIEF

Scottish
Arms Malwrs

‘Scortish Arms Makers’ (Charles E
Whitelaw)

This remarkable biographical list of
makers of firearms, edged weapons
and armour working in Scotland
from the 15th century to 1870 is
awesome in its scope and detail. It
includes such specialists as hiltmak-
ers, bowyers and bucklers, makers of
brigandines and halberds.

Notes on swords, with illustrations
of signed basket hilts by Glasgow and
Stirling makers, and a lucid descrip-
tion of the origin and development of
the Highland dirk, are typical of five
informative appendices.

Arms & Armour Press, 2-6 Hampstead
High Street, London, NW3 IPR,
£11.50
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