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This w ( ~ t  we French ''AntoCanOn" w h k h  engaged Zeppelins ' 
In 1915. Lefk Reody far action. Above: Reody far the road. i 

*THE SELF=-PROPELLED 
N an October evening 
in 1915, j d  after nine 0 o'clock. three vehicles 

raced through the Inndon 
streets at more than 50 miles 
an hour. Their shns screamed 
and thelr headlights blazed. 
In Holborn the road was up. 

On the aedde ,  a pole 
blocked the road; the o@s& 

traffic only,  was  jamnedwith 
omnibuses and other vehicles. 

The little convoy was going too 
fast to pull up. Its first vehicle, 
a light car, crashed through the 
pole, pieces of which flew into 
the air, and bumped over the 
prohibited area; the others follow- 
ed without slackening speed. A 
quick-witted paliceman pushed a 

wide enou(Fh for  one I h ?  of 

I t  looks like a tank, but it does the job 
of artillery. The first one took part 
in an exciting race across London 

P b a l * # r . # b s :  l m ~ ~ ~ i ~ l  War UY*.YII 

for London's defences), was rush- 
ed over to Paris to get a sample 
of the French "Auto-Canon" - a 
75mm anti-aircraft .gun on a 
solid-tyred de Dion chassis - 
and brought it back triumphantly, 
wiib its caisson, a special mator- 
vehicle. in 72 hours. 
On the evening of 13 October, 

the gun's q e w  were dismissed 
until nine o'clock. Soon after- 
wards, the Admiralty telephoned 
Lieut-Commander Rawlinson that 
Zeppelins had crossed the coast 
and seemed to he making for 
London. They would probably 
reach h d o n  soon after nine. 

,Besperately the guucomman- 
der sent off to collect any men 
who might be in th+r billets 
and, all alone, began tdring .the 
equipment out of the cases in 
which it had heen packed, and 
loading the caisson with ammm- 
ition. A few men began to trickle 
in. and they'got the motors start- 
ed to warm them up. By nine 
o'clock everyone was there, ex- 
cept the Chief Petty Officer 
whare experience was essential 
because most of thq crew were 
raw. He was lour minutes late. 

At five minutes paJt nine 
began the mad race through the 
streets of London. The gun beat 
the 2eppekin.s by a very short 
head; twenty minutes after leav- 
ing its headquarters, it iired. 
Luddy, Zeppelins were more 
leisurely than Heinkek and 
Fodolre-Wulfs. 

That "Auto-Canon" was the 
8rSt'of a series to he used by 
the Royal Naval *bile Anti- 
aircraft Brigade. To them were 
added British three-pounders on 
Italian m c i a  chassis and,  a 

pole at the other end of the road- 
works off its trestles and thq cars 
bounced into the air as they 
passed over I t  

'Ihe three vehicles disappeared 
into the night. Passers-by who 
had watched the inudent gaped 
after them: on the second of the 
three v&des they had seen. in 
the lamplwht, a gun. 

A few minutes later they heard 
it. Britain's first self-propelled 
gun was m actlon from the Ar- 
tillery field in Moorgate. aiming 
at a Zeppelm. It fmed only two 
rounds, hut they were of a new 

high-explosive pattern. me Zeppe- 
lm obviously &d not me them; 
it dropped its "eggs" jrnm&ately 
and fled. 

The gun had amved from 
France, and there was an element 
of comedy in the story of how 
i t  had first come MO action. 
London$ defences had been 
hopelessly inadequate when the 
first Zeppelins paid their wits. 
%]or A. Rawlnnon of the R o d  
Garrwon Artillery, temporanly a 
lieutenant - Commander. Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve ( a c e  
the Roval N a w  was resoowhle 

The weopon which missed the 
battle. This "gun-corrying tank" 
wos too lote far World War One. 
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Private r d e r  To&, aged 18, holds the Army, I m p d d  Swvicea and 
Amateur heavyweight titles. He har not been k d d  out - yet 
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enabllq mary the 4'- Army to draw d e e r ,  mtb 

the scnlor Service for first place 
An onlookez later rseartaB of 

Private To& "He goes into a 
fight with the pace d a man 
heeding for the NAAFI." He is a 
fraction mder .11 f e e t  .Id weighs 
13 stone. A mn-drIIhU and non- 
a m o k ,  he'beiieva in dckuv~ 
i b l y  to his edf-impmed des. 
Hb funtly CuIPot even persuade 
him of sherry to wre at chrl.hnu the treditlonal gIa89 

In AprPWvate TDch entered a 

tcau Boxing Association c o n ~ +  
Won at Wembley. With four 
tremendous pUneae~ in the Hnt 
round of the fbal be beat C. 

, caner  of Sheffldd. wha never 

Earlier %E the evening he bsd 
beaten Ray Miles (store b y s  
Club) in the semi-finels. Since 
then he ha. represented JRIPeIid 
Servicea & an international con- 
teat 41 kwekHenylowlylo+t On 
potnt. to Abed, Uta Pench h-v- 
weight rho I& been in traiuiw 
for W'fight s@ce l u t  Par. 

Boxing In not Private Toeifs 
.only m m t .  EIS IS fond d eye- 
ling, psll nmn medals from the 
GSLmford aab Ea covsrlng 25. 
d e a  in .a hour aaddrluiIl*. 
onbdkLI.hexill?acklood 
&It0 a mcLrack 'ami set off op 
his naehine "hto the blw.'' Hlr 
last long trlp was to DerOD .ad 
Corn+dL .Id ha mtWed back to 

much tORgher WQt- - the *- 

got o v u  those F.araIysiIIg blows. 
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