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most from your money.
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Army Education in Northern Ireland

— IN A CHOPPER"

Above: Teacher arrives at Lisburn in a Wessex.

Below: A not so educational read in library.

“ HE FLYING. SCHOOLIE?
sounds like the title of a ripping
yarn from one of those old boy’s

papers. It conjures up visions of a school-
master complete with obligatory mortar-
board climbing into an ancient biplane before
visiting pupils in some remote part of the
Empire.

In real life ‘The Flying Schoolie’ is Tim
Moore, a captain in the Royal Army Educa-
tional Corps, who with his own airportable
education kit (a rucksack full of books) uses
helicopters to fly in and out of some of the
hairiest bases in South Armagh.

His job, like that of all the RAEC men in
Northern Ireland, is to see that the rigorous
demands of a four month tour there do not
entirely stop the soldier’s education -and
hinder his promotion prospects. b

Tim, whose patch covers the whole of 3
Brigade area (apart from Ballykinler), tries to
visit each of his units for half a day a week. .
The students meanwhile snatch whatever
time they can for studying between duties. .

“It’s a tutorial system which equates to
that in Universities” he explains. “What I try
to do is to get groups of perhaps half a dozen
blokes together in each location and generally
build up a group spirit which helps to
counterbalance the fact that they only see me
once a week.

“Although I'm known as the ‘Flying
Schoolie’ I use all sorts of transport to get to



Above: Army wife at work in pottery class.
Right: Spelling it out in Grand Central Hotel.

the locations ranging from cars to helicopters
and even to vegetable wagons. And some of
the rooms in which I teach are most pecu-
liar.”

Crossmaglen is perhaps the most difficult
place of all. There 130 men work long hours

in cramped conditions. But says Captain’

Moore: “Although there is an element of
caution before they start the programme,
once they have started they tend to continue
and they get good results.”

At Portadown Captain Moore and the
librarian, Mrs Kay Smyth, share a building
which is shortly going to be expanded. The
library has a representative selection of 1000
books and paperbacks are issued without
tickets. There is also a video film library
for units.

Soldiers come into the library, read the

" papers, watch television and relax — the

Below: The mobile library out on its rounds.

library has betome almost a rest and recrea-
tional centre. But on the other side of the
shelves are desks — and here Captain Moore
helps the soldiers with their studies. Soon the
building is to be extended and it will then
include a hobbies room.

Lieutenant-Colonel John Prince, the chief
éducation officer at Northern Ireland head-
quarters, sees the bread and butter role of the
educators in Northern Ireland as educating
the men for promotion to sergeant or warrant
officer and emphasises the close links be-
tween their studies and their job.

At the two Army Education Centres in
Lisburn and Derry full time courses are held
at both levels. Mostly the participants are
from the resident battalions although
emergency tour men are sometimes
accepted.

Major Ian Nelson, a keen Army yachts-
man, heads the centre at Lisburn and is
responsible for the education in Belfast and
the southern part of the province.

“My job is to provide as near normal an
education service in Northern Ireland as they

would get anywhere else in the world. What
we do is less directed to fighting the war
against the IRA and more to seeing that the
soldiers do not suffer educationally from
being here.”

His centre operates six full time courses for
promotion from corporal to sergeant each
year with four advanced courses for promo-
tion to Warrant Officer 2.

“We have an enormous number of nomi-
nations for these courses. Because the regi-
ments are all together in Northern Ireland
rather than split up as they might be else-
where they are able to work out just whom
they can release and when.”

Four subjects are taught at each level —
communications skills, military calculations,
military management and the Army in the
contemporary world. The Lisburn centre
takes something like 1200 students a year and
the smaller one at Derry about 250. And the
pass rates are reckoned to be as good as
elsewhere in the United Kingdom.

Method of instruction courses are run for
senior privates and lance-corporals entering
instruction for the first time. The RAEC also
gives education advice on a whole gamut of
subjects including correspondence courses,
boarding school education for children and
remedial education for soldiers who are weak
at reading or adding up.

In the Lisburn area Major Nelson acts as
liaison officer between the garrison and local
schools. As the garrison is all trickle posted
he gives advice on schools while not coming
between the Families Officer and the local
headmasters. Some 500 Army children
attend local schools in Lisburn.

Major Keith Hardwick, second in com-
mand at Education Branch Headquarters
Northern Ireland, is one of the men who use
Major Nelson’s offices to get their children
into local schools.

“Although we do have local schools which
have anything up to 95 per cent of Army
children they are treated exactly the same as
local children. They mix extremely well with
the other children and there is no discrimina-
tion whatsoever.”

Northern Ireland is a grammar school area

-and children may be coming from areas
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Left: Major John Holder teaching two Staffords
while (below) Capt Fraser lifts out his 60ib box.

which have gone comprehensive. All these
children have to be tested as to their suitabil-
ity under the selection system.

Says Major Nelson: “I find that officers
always have high expectations for their child-
ren. The junior ranks don’t seem to but once
they have become senior non-commissioned
officers they do”.

There are lots of other activities for which
the RAEC is responsible in Northern Ire-
land. In Lisburn, for example, they operate
evening classes in such things as picture
framing, pottery, woodwork, dressmaking,
typing and upholstery.

And the library service plays an important
role — both in the permanent centres and
with the two mobile libraries which travel
round the bases. ]

The men who drive these mobile libraries
know that they are potential terrorist targets.
One of them, who visits all the Belfast
locations as well as South Armagh, told
SOLDIER: “We vary our days and our
routes but, especially in certain areas of
Belfast, they know this vehicle well. But we
have never had any serious trouble — just
children throwing stones and things like
that”.

Resettlement advice is also needed and
Major Peter Drew provides that for the
resident bartalions and also from time to time
for the emergency tour men. Healso arranges
one day careers advice sessions at which the
police and prison service are usually on hand
to talk about the bénefits of joining them.

The education centre at Londonderry is
much smaller and most of the troops it covers
are stationed in Derry. As elsewhere when
courses at the centre are not practicable the
tutors visit the men in their locations.

Major John Holder told SOLDIER: “I
have taught in a larder, I have taught from
the bonnet of a Mini, I have taught in a
telephone room — we just use wherever we
can. I’m always made very welcome — they
live in these little places and if they are not
working or sleeping there is very little to do
except watch television, read or play cards so
they feel they would like to better them-
selves. We tend to meet lads here who we
would not normally see in education centres.

“I lost my whole class the other day. There
was suddenly an alert and they all got up and
went. That is something that would never
happen in a classroom elsewhere but one gets
used to it.” :

Captain Graham Fraser is the man who
visits all the Belfast units — either in a
civilian car or, in the case of West Belfast, by
armoured vehicle. He carries with him a box
weighing about 60 lbs and jammed with
papers, manuals and teaching aids. In a
typical day he visits three or four locations
and sees up to seven men in each. ¢

“I cannot try to pretend that it is as good as
a course but it is making the best of the -
situation in which the men find themselves.
Some of the people who don’t immediately -
need to take the course take it to pass the time
away and relieve off-duty boredom while
others need it urgently for their promotion.

“Often if they are on a fairly dull routine
job by a telephone they find time to study.
Basically they do it whenever they have time.
This is why a subject like maths is more
successful than any — because if you have ten
spare minutes you can sit down and do it.”




—

Captain Fraser says that in the short term
the work is rewarding for the teacher. But he
adds: “A year is long enough because it
becomes repetitive and a little bit wearing.
The fact is that you are not developing a
course because you are only able to see each
person for perhaps 15 minutes a week. But [
do get to see the whole of Belfast and I
probably know the city better than most
soldiers do”.

In the former Grand Central Hotel in
Belfast, battery commander, Major Clive
Bogie, of 27 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery,
said that Captain Fraser’s visits were ‘enorm-
ously useful’ because a tour in Northern
Ireland from Germany really cut into the
Rhine Army training period.

“The lads’ educational and individual
qualifications tend to go by the board to some
extent in a year in which you go to Northern
Ireland. By having the educators here and
able to grab the soldiers when they come off
patrol or before they go out we see that the
lads’ interests are maintained. But they have
to do most of the studying in their own time
which is a bit of a tall order.”

Bombardier Bryan Sore had been up for 24
hours when Captain Fraser called with
SOLDIER. After his interview he confessed:
“When you have been working like this a lot
of it doesn’t sink in. A course would defi-
nitely be better but I do a lot of studying
whenever I get the chance”.

So the *schoolies’ continue their behind the
scenes task of ensuring that while the fight
against terrorism in Northern Ireland goes on
the men engaged in it still have the opportun-
ity to learn the things which will make their
Army careers even more worth while,

Above: Officers get to learn something too.

Below: In the education centre at Portadown.
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SOLDIER to Soldiep

O ne of the most striking things
abouta visitto Berlinis the oppor-
tunity to see firsthand the ‘other
side’ of the notorious wall. This mon-
strous monument to man’s inhumanity
to man speaks volumes about the atti-
tudes of the twisted minds that con-
ceived it. What a pity, then, that the
‘script’ {unchanged for at least two years
in SOLDIER's experience) of British
Army guides to East Berlin has the bias
worthy of a Soviet propaganda pub-
lication in its uncompromising condem-
nation of all and sundry in the enemy
camp.

Attention is drawn to East Berlin's
run-down back streets . . . seen a British
city slum recently? Then there's the
‘drabness’ of life without advertising
hoardings in the East. Having been
made aware of this, it is ironic that the
first two brightly coloured posters that
hit the eye on passing back through
Checkpoint Charlie are for beer and
cigarettes (the ‘tut, tutting” from Army
Medical Services is almost audible from
here).

No, many of the superficial elements
of daily life in a communist state are no
better or worse than many in the West
(whatever some of our more fervent
politicians would have us believe). The
fact is, the more significant assaults on
human dignity (such as the Berlin Wall)
are shocking enough to speak for them-
selves. And they convince no-one that
the brains behind them harbour many
thoughts about the much-vaunted free-
dom and peace professed in high places.

*

Vi hat's in a name ...?" asks
Julietin those immortal lines
of Shakespeare.

Too much, according to the Army
Resettlement Employment Liaison Cell.
They're getting verbal indigestion from
using their 37-letter handle and their
shorttitle — ARELC — hardly trips off the
tongue or conveys anything of what
they do.

If you didn’t already know, ARELC is
based at London’s Empress State Buil-
ding just down the road from Chelsea
Football Ground and offers a point of
contact between those leaving the Army
and prospective employers nationwide.
It puts those who register with itin touch
with job vacancies and it provides a job
information service through the Ser-
vices Resettlement Bulletin Vacancies
Supplement.

Now ARELC wants to change its name
— to a title that will make sense to emp-
loyers in industry and commerce, will be
easy to remember and will put across
what it actually does. And it hopes SOL-
DIER readers can help. There's a £25
feward for the suggestion thatis used to
re-christen ARELC or leads towards the

final choice of name.

Bright ideas, please, to: ARELC (new
name) competition, Ministry of Defence,
Room 1825, Empress State Building, Lil-
lie Road, London, SW6 1TR. The closing
date for entries is 30 September and we
promise to publish details of the win-
ning suggestion.

*

¥ | IW hat was your most embar-

rassing moment?"’ Wilfred

Pickles used to burble at
unfortunates on his long running radio
show Have a Go. For military and Gov-
ernment officials in Ottawa, the answer
could well be the recent visit of the late
Japanese Prime Minister earlier this
year.

The flags, the cheering crowds and the
red carpet all appeared according to
plan. But then a military band marched
up Parliament Hill playing Colone/
Bogey. And that stirring tune is best
remembered as the one whistled by
Allied prisoners of war as they defied
their Japanese captors in the film Bridge
on the River Kwai.

Time magazine reports '... a long

string of officials whose faces matched
the carpet’. Just goes to show that no
matter how carefully you arrange these
things the bogey man may still get you.

*

thing in common with the Rus-

sians. Both are now tucking into
part of the Common Market butter
mountain. In the messes and in such
places as Gateway House at RAF Brize
Norton the butter comes in little silver
packets marked ‘Intervention Butter’.

The packets also stipulate that the
butter is not for retail sale and that it has
been sold in accordance with Regula-
tion (EEC) 1282/72. This means, appar-
ently, that it is available for institutions
such as hospitals and also for the
forces.

The butter is bought and repacked by
Naafi, who get it at a cheap price but
have to follow stringent restrictions on
its final use. The intriguing question is
— are the Russian troops in Afghani-
stan dlso getting it in their compo
rations?

S ERVICE messes now have some-

der's tank.

24 inches by 12} inches.

NE of the famous tank battles of the Second World War is recalled in the
O Sidi Rezegh print of which SOLDIER still has a few copies available.
From a painting by the world famous artist, Terence Cuneo, the print in
full colour, shows the repulse of an afternoon attack by 15 and 21 Panzer
divisions at Sidi Rezegh in November 1941. i
Standing against the Germans were the remains of 2nd Royal Tank Regi- *
ment and brigade headquarters supported by F Battery, Royal Horse Artillery.
The brigade major can be seen running across to Jervis, the brigade comman-

The size of the print is 26 inches by 19 inches with an actual picture area of

e T T e

I To: SOLDIER (RS), Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU. l
Please send me the Terence Cuneo print ‘Sidi Rezegh'. | enclose UK postal order/UK
l cheque/international money order (sterling only) for I
UK £3.40 (] BFPO £3.15 [J Elsewhere £3.28 []
l T 701 R TR M ) OO0 s g o L T o |
Adrass ... .. oo Ve aiivihie s 83 Beivie ¥ 51a e aTEA Sy s Uk dAYRYS B PR IRSTIONSY e RIS l
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New from America - strong ’ ' :

robust elastics specially made g
for the smart soldier . Two
pairs of these green elastics
will only cost you £1- (incl 15p
P & p).FiII in the coupon below and send it to
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Stepal Trading, Dowgill House,
Newby, Clapham, L ancaster.

Please send me pairs of elastics for
which | enclose £

Name .
Address |
\
\

ELA S T I C S

Stepal Trading, Dowgill House, Newby, Clapham, Lancaster.

BRIGHTLY SHONE THE
DAWN

Some Experiences of the Invasion of Normaridy
By Garry Johnson and Christopher Dunphie

This is a book of stories, sometimes tall but always true, told by eight British
officers - one Naval and the rest Army - about what they did and endured during
ten days in June 1944, They form a tiny fraction of the doings and sufferings of
the great army which invaded the Continent, through Normandy at the climax of
World War 1I.  “Goodnight, then: Sleep to gather strength for the morning, for
the morning will come. Brightly will it shine on the brave and true, and kindly
on all who suffer for the Cause, and.gloriously upon the tombs of heroes. Thus
shall shine the dawn? - Winston Churchill, broadcasting to defeated France,
21 October 1940. Illustrated. Cased, colour jacket. £7.50 net

Frederick Warne (Publishers) Ltd
Warne House  Vincent Lane Dorking Surrey RH4 3FW

INVICTA EXPORT is part of the Ramsgate Division of Invicta Motors

Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East Kent. Being associated

with Ford for over 50 years, nobody is better qualified to give you

help and guidance in choosing your new Ford — specialising makes

the difference.

% Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 minutes from
Pegwell Bay Hoverport and 40 minutes from Dover.

 Generous Discounts — No hidden charges.

% Part exchanges welcome,

% Guaranteed Used Cars available.

Return the coupon for free Information Pack to Invicta Motors Ltd.,
Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: Thanet 57931, Telex 96331.
NAME.........cooooviivririsnevisisesnisinss BRANK L iiiiiiiiiinnnnns TiCk items of main interest
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Soldier salutes
the Queen Mother

SOLDIER MAGAZINE PHOTOG-
RAPHER Arthur Blundell collected a
lifetime of memories during his score and
more years with us. But one he particularly
cherished concerned his two ‘chats’ with
Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother.

Arthur was assigned to two royal events in
the same week, both of which involved The
Queen Mother. During the first, Her
Majesty took time out of her busy pro-
gramme to come across to the Press enclgs-
ure and have a word with those recording
her visit. Arthur was lucky enough to be
introduced to the Queen Mother who graci-
ously acknowledged that she had seen
SOLDIER Magazine.

Later in the week Arthur duly took up his
place behind the lens to picture Her Majesty
again. Imagine his surprise and pride as she

passed by the Press enclosure on this occa-
continued on page 15

<

Top: With the King’s Regiment after presenting
new colours in July 1978 at Colchester.

.'Left: Capt Ray Cowap presents St Patrick’s Day
shamrock to Irish Guards® royal visitor, 1976.
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Above; the Wartime Queen — smiling as ever — °
with a guard of honour of overseas Women’s Services members in London.

Right: A Guards armoured division ‘somewhere
in England’ is visited during the war.

Above: Promoting ‘dig for victory’ intensive farming, the Queen is
pictured with a wartime landgirl on the Sandringham estate.

. Below: London ambulance personnel meet the Queen during the war.




HER MAJESTY QUEEN

e

HM The Queen Mother
80th Birthday Stamp Issue
4 August 1980

The Post Office is issuing a com-
memorative 12p stamp on Her
Majesty’s 80th birthday, 4 August — the
first time that a royal birthday has been
marked on a British postage stamp.

The Post Office will be providing
normal first day services for the stamp,
including a special cover. There will
also be two pictorial first day of issue
handstamps available, one from the
Philatelic Bureau, Edinburgh and one
from Glamis, Forfar, Angus. The cancel-
lation from the philatelic bureau is in
the form of a bouquet to the Queen
Mother and contains two of her favour-
ite flowers — marguerites and lilies-of-
the-valley. Glamis Castle is featured in
the cancellation from Glamis. Covers
addressed to the correct postal address
of the destination required and bearing
the new stamp will be cancelled
‘Philatelic Bureau Edinburgh’ or ‘Glamis
Castle Forfar’.

A postcard featuring the new stamp is
also being issued from the philatelic
bureau — available at main post offices
from 21 July 1980.

Above: The Queen Mothe|
Colours to The Royal

r at presentation of new
Regt in 1974.

Left: The annual St Patrick’s Day shamrock
presentation. The Irish Guards and Her Majesty
share 80th birthdays this year.

sion with a cheery “Good momms, M —

Blundell!”

This is typical of the care and attention to
detail — not to mention people — that has
epitomised the public life of Britain’s most-

admired royal personage and echoes count-

less other similar anecdotes told wherever
she has travelled during her 80 years.

The Army both at home and in Com-
monwealth forces has more connection than
many with the Queen Mother who holds
various honorary positions with a number of
units.

She is Colonel-in-Chief of 1st The

Queen’s Dragoon Guards, Queen’s Own
Hussars, 9/12 Lancers, The King’s Rl:gi‘ aa

ment, The Royal Anglian Regiment, The
Light Infantry, The Black Watch a.'ad the
Royal Army Medical Corps. She is also
Commandant-in-Chief of the Women’ s
Royal Army Corps.

The Queen Mother is also Honorary Col-
onel of the Royal Yeomanry, London Scot-
tish and University of London Officer
Training Corps.

Overseas, her appointments are as

Colonel-in-Chief to the Black Watch (Royal
Highland Regiment) of Canada, The °

Toronto Scottish Regiment, Canadian

Forces Medical Services, Royal Australiane

Army Medical Corps and Royal New Zea-
land Medical Corps.

The Queen Mother was born on 4 August:
1900 as Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon,
daughter of the 14th Earl of Strathmore. She
married Prince Albert, Duke of York on 26
April 1923. He later came to the throne on
11 December 1936 to become George VI, his
wife becoming Queen Elizabeth. Following
the death of the King on 6 February 1952,
his daughter — now Queen Elizabeth II —

succeeded to the throne, her mother becom-

ing Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother.
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If you live anywhere north of Watford Gap,
driving home from the Channel Ports can be a
shattering experience.

Especially with a family in tow.

Which is why we suggest you take the
easy way out: Sail with North Sea Ferries from
Rotterdam (Europoort) or Zeebrugge to Hull.

On a North Sea Ferries ship you'll find
everything you need to keep you, your wife and
your children happy.

There are bars, lounges, duty-free shops,

a dance floor and colour television. As well as
comfortable cabins where you can get a good
night’s sleep.
, : 4 . And a slap-up dinner, morning tea and full
breakfast are all included in the fare.
/ Whichever :ll rectionyoure CARscheme. The leading \ Speaking Of the fare’ it’S very fair'we
going, the Henlys Organisation  Leyland distributors in Cyprus give Concessional rates to a“ Ser\/icemen and

can arrange to r ave a new willsettheprice youare quoted

Leyland car waiing for you on ~ against a new or used car their families stationed on the Continent.

< Sty T T | s o In fact, when it comes to looking after your
efore departing on.you choose, your car will be [*mer : :

tour of duty in Cyprus, trade in  waiting at the airport al’my, were the prOfeSS|OnaIS.

jour present car at any branch : . i :
of Herlys for a sensbiepart. [ ] AV V4] ‘For further details, write to : North Sea
exchange price e Ferries, Dept. SOL Beneluxhaven, Europoort,

That way, you will have al

the advantages of the INTER:  Eaeter Tohceerer 0302) 37255 i Postbus 1123,3180 AC Rozenburg, Holland or
e your local Continental travel agent.

IF YOU'RE GOING
Hiconcamm . HOME ON LEAVE,

WE'LLTAKE CARE
ARMY

The original petrol

M.T | ‘{ windproof lighters. OF YOU

Guaranteed for life or
repaired free of charge.

Delivered duty paid UK
or duty free overseas.

Minimum engraved

order
50

For full details complete the coupon below and send to:

W A INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD., 36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W.1.

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters
engraved with my Regimental Crest.

[N RN %\‘\
nnnm SEAMIl *“*

AnassocnatecomawofP&OFernes
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~_ONELUXURY
TO GO WITHOUT

The Mazda Montrose 2000 GLS to be  and the Mercedes 230L (13.7 secs) across the

exact. border.

When the time comes to pack your Tinted glass, individual overhead map
bags, it offers rather more than most forms  lights, LW/MW radio, cloth upholstered
of transport. reclining seats, driver's electric door mirror,

With 0-60 time of 11.2 secs, and atop  and electric windows, gear the car to long
speed of 106 mph it isn't quite as fast as distance travel.

Concorde. You can choose between a 1600 and
It will however, leave the BMW 520 2000 engine, manual or automatic, in the
(12.0 secs) standing. shape of a coupé or a saloon.
And beat the new Citréen Reflex All at highly competitive prices.
| 2000cc (12.1 secs), Granada 2.3L (13.6 secs)
| 7o find out more about Mazda cars, write to:5. Lury, Mazda Car Imports (GB] Ltd, Longfield Road, North Farm Industial meeemereene. |
‘ Estate, Tunbridge \Wells, Kent TNZ 3E4. Tel: 0892 40123 m l
| o MONTROSe
i T e @Ezﬂﬂt’__ ¥ G §_3J

Mazda Montrose Range: 1600 GL, 1600 GLS, 2000 GLS, 2000 GLS Auto, 2000 GLS Coupé. 2000 GLS Coupeé Auto, 2000 5-dr Estate, 2000 5-dr Estate Auto. Hatchback range: 1300 DL 3-dr,
1300 DL 5-dr, 1400 DL 5-dr Auto, 1400 DL 3-dr SP 1400 5-dr Estate. RX7.
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THE LARGEST GARRISON IN THE
BRITISH ARMY is not in Aldershot or Cat-
terick nor even in Berlin or Hong Kong. It is
at Osnabruck — a cathedral city of some
156,000 souls in the heart of Rhine Army’s
northern Germany area of operation.

In Osnabruck there are more than 5000
British troops plus 6000 dependants repre-
senting infantry, cavalry, artillery, sappers,
workshops and other minor units — a micro-
cosm of the whole British Army.

This vear, Osnabruck, a city whose links
with Britain go back far longer than the arri-
val of Rhine Army in 1945, celebrates the
1200th anniversary of its founding by Char-
lemagne. And to commemorate that anniver-
sary the local council decided to become the
first place in Germany to grant that peculiarly
British tradition — ‘Freedom of the City’ —
to an entire garrison.

Back in the past Osnabruck and Britain
have been even closer — at one time they
actually shared the same ruler. George I, the
founder of the House of Hanover in Britain,
played as a child in Osnabruck and went back
there to die.

And during the Napoleonic wars many
people from the city joined with British
troops at such battles as Talavera and Water-
loo. In fact two of the units on parade — 5th
Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards and I
‘Bulls Troop’ of 7th Regiment, Roval Horse
Artillery are direct descendants of units
which fought alongside the Landwehr Batta-
lion, Osnabruck at Waterloo.

The British influence even extended to the
weather for the parade at which the Freedom
was conferred. The steady drizzle which
swept across the Domplatz by the side of the
cathedral soaked with chilling impartiality
both the 500 soldiers on parade and the local
citizens gathered to watch.

It even rained on the handful of anti-war
and Communist activists who had turned up
to hand out leaflets. In the city where Erich
Maria Remarque (author of ‘All Quiet on
the Western Front — that gripping revela-
tion of the horrors of World War I) had been
born, trouble had been threatened. But in the
event the squads of German police standing
by were not needed.

On parade were nine guards from: 7th
Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery; 2nd
Armoured Division Engineer Regiment and
73 Independent Field Squadron; 1st Batta-
lion The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regi-
ment; 1st Battalion The Kings Regiment; 5
Field Force Headquarters and Signal Squad-
ron and Task Force Delta Signal Squadron;
2nd Armoured Division Field Ambulance,
15 Squadron Royal Corps of Transport, 2
Armoured Division Ordnance Company and
112 Provost Company Royal Military Police;
3rd Battalion The Parachute Regiment; 12
Armoured Workshop Royal Electrical and

Above right: Exercising their rights of marching.

18

Mechanical Engineers; and 5th Royal Innis-
killing Dragoon Guards.

In his speech the Oberburgermeister (or
Lord Mayor) Herr Ernst Weber was surpris-
ingly blunt in his explanation as to how a
former victor and occupation force was get-
ting the freedom of the city.

He told the local people that the granting
of such status was separate from every legal

R FREEDUM HUNUUR
SETS SEAL ON FRIENDSHIP

Story: John Walton

Pictures: Andy Burridge

and political aspect. It now had a purely
symbuolic significance and rested on the Brit-
ish tradition of the democratic defence of
one’s homeland.

“Today, 35 vears after the end of what we
all hope will have been the last ever world
war, the British armed forces stationed on
German soil are our allies within the Nato
alliance, committed to the defence of peace in




CHARTEROFFREEDWOFWCWY

Above: The scroll which was presented on the day.

that part of the world which is still free.
Those who overcame the Nazi regime and
who later became the occupying power are
now our trusted partners in the alliance. In
these circumstances the granting of honorary
citizenship to the largest British garrison
town in the world is a perfectly natural
development.”

But he freely admitted that Osnabruck as a
garrison town “‘is no peaceful oasis of har-
monious community life between our British
guests and the Osnabruck population”. This
was true of other garrison towns in Germany
and applied wherever Nato troops were
stationed, including those of the Bundes-
wehr.

Herr Weber said the garrison officers and
the local authorities, as good partners, were
always ready to discuss common problems,
to try to reduce nuisances to a minimum and
to promote social contacts between citizens
whether in civilian clothes or uniforms.

“I very much hope that the bestowal of
honorary citizenship will contribute to
reduce any prejudices which may still exist
and to strengthen the ties of partnership,” he
continued.

Herr Weber said he was well aware that
many local citizens viewed military parades
with a degree of scepticism. ““I am also one of
these and, as someone who served in the last
~ war from start to finish, I still possess that

touch of scepticism.”

However, the march-past with swords
drawn and bayonets fixed was an expression
of determination to use those weapons for the
defence of the town and its citizens — not
against it. It was a tradition which should
serve to cement the friendship between the
British and German peoples.

Replying, the garrison commander,
Brigadier Brian Kenny, referred to the Brit-
ish arrival at the end of a war in which Osna-
bruck had been left in ruins. Eighty-five per
cent of the city was destroyed in one night
by the Allies.

“During the past 30 years or so, initially as
occupier and since 1954 as friend and ally, we
have watched with great admiration the dedi-
cation and determination that you have
shown in rebuilding your magnificent city.”

Brigadier Kenny said the British commun-
ity felt very much a part of the city and its way
of life and attached great importance to the
encouragement of social, cultural and sport-
ing links,

The British troops, accompanied by the
bands of 1 Kings, 1 DERR and 3 Para,
marched through the streets of the city play-

. ing regimental marches of each of the units
taking part. Outside the 500 year old Rathaus

Above: ‘Skins’ repairing track of a Chieftain.

(Town Hall) Herr Weber took the salute.
Then it was onto the social celebrations of a
day in which the British garrison, which
employs 1290 Germans, officially became

Below: German civilians in Army Workshops.

Freemen of a city where the British Royal
coat of arms still remains on buildings as a
reminder of the days when Britain and
Osnabruck had the same ruler.
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Mortgage
pl‘OblemS. ee  what mortgage problems?

Prices from
Avon £
Bristol-Marina Gdns &
Bath-Connaught Mansions§29 500
Bath-Bndport House § 35,995
Bath—Lansdown Crescent§ 45,000
Bristol-ChatlordHouse § 55,000
Clevedon—Beaufort Crt &
Temple Cloud-Paulmont 30,500
Thornbury-Manderley Pk 27,500
Yate - Ladydale
Weston-Super-Mare
Rainham Crt w®
Bedfordshire
Bedlord—Kimbotton Gdns
Flitwick - The Vikings
Kempston-Hillgrounds
Luton--Warden Hill
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Reading—Mil Green 26,750

Buckinghamshire
Blelchiey -Church Green
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Cambridgeshire
( wdge—Kings Hedges
Church Vw
-The Crofts
Peterborough- Birchwood
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Chester —-Hawthom

18.4C

e
Poynton—Brookside Fm 30.300
Runcorn-Cloughwood 20,250
art - Offerton
swood

|- Millbrook Pk

s Grove
1- Darnhall Pk

Winsfc
Derbyshire

Sherborne Gdns 20,7
Wimbome- Marlborough Pk

th Gi
Ayton - Woodsi

Stanley - Bur
Essex
Clacton - Cann Hall 24,350
Coichester—Wivenhos
Broadfields 18.875
Greater London
Blackheath - Papilion:

Bow - Bow Gans
Beckenham- Overbrae
Brent - Hawardens Hill
Croydon - Paxton
Orpington- Charter Oaks 27 ¢

Gloucestershire
Brockhampton—Nr. Chelt'ham
Brockhampton Pk §
Cheftenham-Lansdown Cri§
Newent - Lakeside 2
Tewkesbury—Arington Gdns =i

Hampshire
Basingstoke—Hayward Ride 21,000
Emsworth—Spencers Fisid 27 000
Famborough-Cove—
Tile Barm 23.000
Souinamplon—Greenacre 31 995
Waterlooville—Nr. Porismouth —

Stakes Hill Lodge 22,000
Humberside
Bridlington—The Nursery
Brigg-Glanford Vale 9.995
Goole-Woodiand Pk 14.700

Hull-Hedon—Inmans Pk 17.150
Hull-Holdermess Gdns 28,250
Hull—Trinity Grt 19.995
Hull-Priory Grange 17 850
Immingham-Harbrough Pk 9.995
Pocklington -

Bumby Woid Pk 20.250
Scunthorpe—Beck Farm Pk 13.785
Thomgumbald-Oak Gdns

Wetwang -
Drithedd - Woids Vw 15,500
Isle of Lewis
Stormoway - Baywew 19,445

Kent v T Lincoin-Glebe Pk 12,900 Ecclefechan-Cressfield 13,750 Peternead- Coplandhilt
Ashitord-Cuckoo Lane 21,850 Lincoln-Gi ands 12.500 Edinburgh - Alrwickhill Portlethen— The Hillock
Lancashire Middlesex Edinburgh-Curnehill Potterton - Denview

Strathpeffer - Strathview
Tain- Stagc
Turnift- Meadowbank

Adinglon-SandyLane 19,300 E‘::’;&g: ife‘;:;élqtsﬂ
A\;;I"!"'IE?A:*\:M” & Norfolk Edinburgh - Newcraighall
e Eas! Dereham-Be Castle Pk

Laleham-Laleham Abbey 3¢

Bolton—-Blackrod Falirk- Sprnadale Pk Shetland Islands

Highview Pk 12,950 2 (e e Lerwick - Veensgarth
Bolton- Tongfields Meadow 24 950 & ston ("‘_e‘t‘"l':‘” . Sumburgh-Dalesbreck i
Bolton-Tong Rd 150 Glasgow - Carswellban)
Bumiley—Padiham Glasgow - Hawthorn Way Shropshire

horley - Woodfield Pk Glasgow - Clevedon Pk Tetford - Wrekin Vi 17.850
A : 4 Glasgow - Deaconsbank
Crote s oo Somerset
. o Glasgow-Summerston 16750 Miborne Port

The Hawthorns Northamptonshire e vl Rl Gainshx Th

e B e mise 13000  Glenmavis—Beechwood 14,895 :

Glenrot
Glenrof
Northumberland Hamilton—Nethen Gate 2
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Kennoway - Forth Viw
Kirkaldy - Raith Pk
Law- Anstruther Crt
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Helmshore - Gregory Fold
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Nottinghamshire Ne

Bingharr Stirting - Broomnidge 14,800
Preston-Fain Whitburn-Biasberryhill 13,500
Winchburgh

Preslon
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Scotiand-North East
Abe 2n-John Street §

Inverside

n-The Firthview
re—Dalfebar
Trnity Pk
Bay—Lorston
Cromarty—Ti
Scotland-Central C y

Crawley - Buchan's Lawn
E Gnnstead - Estcots Oaks
Hove - Malvern Hs

e Fm
Woodlands

Winstaniey Hillview Te .
Leicestershire £ Ashheld Darlington-The Links
Blaby- Freer Fraserburgh - Craigview Darfington

Hatton-The Howe
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Bilingham - Grange Pk
Bilingham - The Greenway 2
Eaglesciiffie—Coatham Vale
Guisborough - Kemplah Pk 2
Stockton—Elm Tree Pk

55 - Hightield
ss—Lodge Pk
Inverness— Torvean Vw

Inverr Whinpark Stockton—Efton Pk
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Building houses to make homes in
Over 315 developments throughout Bntain

| am interested in houses in the following price range
(please tick): Up to £15,000 ] £15,000-£25,000 [ "] £25,000-£35,000 [_] Over £35,000 ]

Please send details of Barratt developments in or near the following towns:

(Aot bl -, Bed s

Liandatt- Fairwood Chase ES

Newport
RAhiwdenn Heights 189,400
Talbot Green—Newpark 17.300
Warwickshire
Bedworth—Oaklands 22,750
Keniworth—The Ridings
West Midlands
New Oscott-The Pippins 28,000

Solihull-Byron Pk 45,000
mwill-Jacobean Grange 70,000

oldtiekd

don Pk 69.500

46,000
16,250
e
Hord-on-Avon
Southway Pk

CrandonLea
ndon - Lydiard Viw

Yorkshire-North
Harrogate —Grantiey Pk 28,500

23,995
16,95
ng - Middieton Rd 22995
Richmond

Brompton on Swale 186,
Scarborough

27.495

21.65(

10,950

17.25(0

XD 17 45(
Tharpe Willoughby

Willoughby Pk o+
Whithy - Eskdale Pk 14,495
York ~Copmanthorpe 21995

York - Hexby — Eastfields Fm 16,495
York

27495
Ye
The Paddocks 42 495
Skelton
Skefton Grange Pk 16,495

Yorkshire-South
Barnsley - Staincross.
Lane Head
Can Church Fields

jh Hall Fm 21,500
Meadows 15,950

Yorkshire - West
Badsworth - Badsworth Cr
Bradford - Beldon Hill
Bradford

Buttershaw Pk
Bradford - Clifte
Bradford - Popi.
Bradford - Lic
Bradford - Wesigate Hill
Castieford—Edendale Fise
Clayton West-Riverside
Dewsbury -Earisheaton
Drighlington—Moortieids
Halifax—Bradshaw

Halifax—Copley

Calder Wood
Huddersfield—

Bradiey Grange
Huddersfield—Birkty Pk
Huddershield—

Gnmescar Valley 12.250
Keighley - Long Lee 15,950
Kewghiey - Silsden

Moorside Vw 15,250
Leeds- Adel-Woodside 35,500
Leeds- Belle Isle - Parkside 15,950
Leeds—Cottingley -

Beachc: 12,750

roft
Leeds—Farsiey—Old Hall Pk 13,250
Leeds—Moriey—

Hopewell Fm 15950
Leeds—Stoney Rock Lane—
Churchgate 12,750
Pontefract - Ackworth -
Broadacres 15250
Pontefract - Upton—
adow 18.250

The Me:
Wakefield - Staniey —

The Lanes 12,150
Wakelield - Silcoates Pk 16.750

Flat onl

Future Developments
Prices correct at 1/6/80.

-

Every Barratt house, bungalow
and flat comes complete with a
mortgage-and now, as long as you are
a genuine first time buyer, can only
afford a 5% deposit and meet the
normal financial status requirements,
we may even be able to find 95%
mortgages for you! It’s certainly worth
your asking: your maximum probable
mortgage will be 214 times your
annual salary or slightly more if both
of you work. . Tad

First time «
buyers should
also ask about
our Deferred
Payment Loans:
Barratt lend 44
you up to ,
10% of th

youdon’t
have to pay back
capital or interest for a full f

We even run a very sp

Every
com

ecial

.Barratt house at

Interest Free Loan Scheme which you
may be able to take advantage of.

And if your deposit is a worry,
ask about our‘£250 and Move In’
Scheme-it means you can live rent
free in your Barratt house while
you save for the deposit!

Alternatively, save up for
your deposit through Barratt
and we’ll make a generous
contribution ourselves.

Remember, £100 fixes your
day’s price.

And if you
have a house to
sell, you'll find
that our House
Exchange Plan
. makes the selling
_and buying as
simple as ‘trading
n’your car.

- Does any
other builder give

much help?

t house comes
tewitha mortgage!

the housebuyer so
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SURVIVAL BOOKS

Wilderness Living, Scouting, Patrolling,
Tracking, Trapping, Marksmanship,
Silencers, Gunsmithing, Instinct Shoot-
ing, Leathercraft, Gamekeeping, Dog
Training, Handloading, Bowhunting,
Improvised Weaponry, Country Living,
Alternative Energy, Nuclear War Survival,
Self Defence, Pistolcraft, Combat Train-
ing, Knifemaking and Knifecraft. Over 400
exciting, new titles to choose from
{Including PALADIN PRESS titles)

Say it on a

Catalogue 40p (Stamps OK)
hA’:I (I:alalogues sent by return — 1st Class
ai

P.T.J. ENTERPRISES (DEPT §3)
CAPEL, LLANGORSE, BRECON,
POWYS LD3 7UL.

GOING OVERSEAS?

WHY NOT TAKE A NEW

@ e ") aLotus mazpa

[ Just fill in the coupon below, post it
Your own design on top quality Sweatshirts, T Shirts, Hooded | i)oy‘iset?j?g, wa'll send you full detaila
Sweatshirts, Track Suits, Sports Shirts and Lambswool Sweaters. | | ol d o oo e o e e e e
Ideal for club. college, regiment, pub, team etc. FREE BROCHURE - To: Wych Cross Motors Ltd., Forest Row, Sussex.
[/
*ONLY 10 GARMENT MINIMUM ORDER. @“m NAME . ... .. oo on o iiinns et SACCRL RS RS S
i * NO CHARGE FOR ARTWORK OR SCREENS.
|5 ¢ DIRECT SCREEN PRINTING-NOT TRANSFERS. DEPT SmMS0 ADDRESS oo itiyvreins.r e s dmahierd sl TR o B S e SR
| * UP TO 6 COLOUR PRINTING. 130 HEATHPARK #Ap,
sALL SHIRT SIZES & COLOURS AVAILABLE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, ;“;‘
* FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2 WEEKS. HONITON, DEVON
‘ * MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Tel: HONITON (0404) 41148 INTERESTED IN

3 WYCH CROSS MOTORS LTD =

GIBRAITAR from only £69 return!

(subject to surcharges)

Fly London/Gibraltar (or Gib./London) this summer,
the “Fare Exchange” way, and you will appreciate the difference.
Exchange Travel offers more benefits than any other flight service.

* Guaranteed Monday and Thursday flights to and from London

AR Gatwick or Manchester (Mondays only)
* Latest Air Europe Boeing 737 aircraft

I * Firm reservations up to the day of departure

} * Direct non-stop flights — no refuelling stops |
fl * Full 44 Ibs. luggage allowance

Qj * Big reductions for children EXt ge
f * 3-90 days ticket validity A GOOD NAME IN TRAVEL

- R N S N S B G B D S B B B D B B B S G G B B e B B B .
| To Exchange Travel, Parker Road, Hastings, Sussex Tel: (0424) 423571. Please send me details of your “Fare Exchange” Gibraltar Flights for summer1980

Name

I Address I
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Above: Putting the Leopard through its paces.

Pictures: Dave Morris &

Below: ‘Tankie’ gets briefed on road hazards.

IT WAS ROUGH hilly country and as night
came down over the scattered clumps of gum
trees, the silence was disturbed by a distant
rumble. A small herd of kangaroos bounded
noiselessly past into the bush, and a flock of
white cockatoos arose from their perches,
screeching shrilly in alarm. The rumbling
noises increased to a loud roar as a Leopard
approached the edge of a clearing . . .

A leopard? With kangaroos? Surely
something wrong somewhere? But this
Leopard was no four-footed predator — it
was a tank — and driving it was a crew of 5th
Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards from
Osnabriick, West Germany, on an exchange
exercise in Australia. ’

The contingent from the Inniskillings, or,
‘Skins’ as they prefer to be known, consisted
of 120 men under the command of Squadron
Leader Major Christopher Gabbey. They
had left behind their Chieftain tanks,
spruced up and serviced, for the Australian
soldiers who were to take their place in
Osnabriick.

The ‘Skins’ who were in Australia for a
month, were met at Melbourne by a recep-
tion party from Ist Australian Armoured
Regiment, who are based at Puckapunyal
some 65 miles north of Melbourne,

continued over page
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Right: Skins drivers crowd intently as
Leopard power pack is lowered into position.

Day One at Puckapunyal was spent at var-
ious familiarisation briefings. British ‘poms’
were relieved to hear that they could drive on
the left, and that if they observed British laws
they would be unlikely to be arrested!

It was a chance, too, for the soldiers to
meet the Leopard — already well known to
them since versions of it are used by one of
our most important Nato allies, the German
army.

The Brits were keen to see how it would
perform against their own Chieftain and
reports from drivers were favourable. Accor-
ding to one “the tank was faster and more
powerful than the Chieftain especially
uphill” and he also found the suspension “far
better — very smooth — so there was no need
for me to brace myself over bumps”.

The fitters meanwhile, who found them-
selves operating as a regimental pool instead
of on a squadron basis, pointed out that
Australian crewmen were not expected to
know so much about the Leopard as were
their British counterparts on the Chieftain.

The first ten days of the Australian
exchange proved hard graft for the Skins as
their Australian instructors put over the finer
points of driving and maintenance, signals
and gunnery — all of them different on the
Leopard.

Gunners, for instance, were to find a
105mm British-designed rifled gun of the
same type as fitted to the Swedish °S’ tank,
the Centurion, and to American tanks. But
although more elderly tank gunners might
have recognised the gun with its brass shell-
case, they would soon have discovered that
modern sights had much improved it.

Although the British soldiers liked the
Leopard, there were to be few later who did
not look forward to returning to their own
powerful Chieftains — even if they weren’t
quite so clean, or quite so fast. The Chieftain,
said one corporal crew commander, is
“definitely a more powerful tank, with better
armour — which you need in Germany”’.

With conversion training finished, the
squadron took to the field for troop and
squadron exercises on the Puckapunyal
training area. The area is superb for tank
training — rolling irregular hills with fre-
quent clumps of rather dead-looking gum
trees, But despite their moribund
appearance, the gum trees, some varieties of
which support koala bears, keep their leaves
on all the year round.

Graded roads, and fast flowing water in the
creeks and rivers, make map-reading more
simple than at Suffield, Canada, but at the
same time are easily crossed by tanks which
can roam at will over the whole area.

Herds of red kangaroos abound, and are
often seen close to vehicles at dawn and dusk.
Kangaroos are timid creatures, but if cor-
nered could become quite dangerous. For
bird-lovers there was the chance to admire
flocks of white and red-grey cockatoos as well
as all the varying parrot species and even an
occasional emu.

In May and June the Australian winter is
setting in, and while daytime temperatures
remain pleasantly high, nights can be quite
cold. British crewmen who relied only on the
lighter Australian sleeping bags were in for
chilly surprises, but one advantage of the
colder weather was to help keep snakes and
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Above: Kangaroos made a change from Leopards! Trooper Stephen Hatfield off duty at wild life park..

spiders at bay.

There are over one hundred species of
poisonous snakes in Australia, but thanks to
modern medical treatments few prove fatal.
Even so, the Skins were alarmed to hear from
a captain in the 5th/7th Royal Australian
Regiment how a deadly six foot tiger snake
had once crawled into the bottom of one of
his soldier’s sleeping bags during an exercise
in tropical northern Queensland. For-

tunately the terrified soldier had been/’

extricated before the snake was able to bite.

Even more unpleasant than snakes are the
spiders. Two types of these, the red-backed
spider and the funnel web spider, which are
not a lot larger than European spiders, are
liable to turn up anywhere, and their bites
will put a man in hospital.

The climax of the Leopard training for
tank crewmen was a day’s Gunnery camp and
there was plenty to do too for the rest of the
contingent. A half troop of the lst Roya
Tank Regiment accompanied the Skins
provide close reconnaissance for the squ
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ron. They found their Australian ‘recce’
vehicle to be the tracked MI113, an
American-made vehicle resembling our
Armoured Personnel Carrier.

One novelty for the ‘tankies’ was the power
controlled rear door, which could be lowered
or shut like a drawbridge by the vehicle
commander. But they missed the protection
offered by the Rarden cannon of their British
Scimitars.

Combat supplies were brought forward to
the troops by the SQMS and his team using
Australian army resupply vehicles. The
SQMS appreciated the fact that he had a .50
machine-gun mounting on his personal
transport, an M113, but found the tracked
load carriers (TLCs) to be noisy and slow in
comparison with his Stalwarts.

Commenting on the success of the
exchange the Squadron Leader, Major Gab-
bey, said it had run ‘like clock-work’.

“It has been a thoroughly wvaluable,
interesting, and unique experience to train
and exercise a full squadron with another
army’s equipment, over terrain quite unlike
that of the German plains. It has been
thoroughly useful to compare our own
methods of operating, including the back up
support, with that of the Australians.

“One thing I know that everybody will
agree with me on, and that is how much we
appreciate the hospitality and help given to
us by our Australian hosts. Their hospitality
has been staggering!”

That hospitality included such diverse
entertainments as a visit to an Australian
Rules football match and an old 19th century
gold mine, but the highlight came at the end
of the trip with a few days at ‘Surfers Para-
dise’, the legendary beach in sub-tropical
Queensland, where they were guests of the
Royal Australian Air Force.

After the rigours of Puckapunyal it was
just the tonic the Skins needed before wing-
ing their way back across the world to be the
first Irish regiment since 1969 to serve in
troubled Northern Ireland.

Left: Tanks may differ but checking them never
changes. Work in progress at Puckapunyal.

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but
they differ in ten details. Look at
them carefully. If you cannot spot
the differences see page 57.
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If you're about to be posted
| abroad, here are six great ways you
| could save tax.
Simply take any of our wide
| range of superb.Volkswagen and
[ Audis.

You'll save hundreds of pounds
on the economical Polo. Over a
thousand on the luxurious Audi 100
models.

And we've special forces
finance and discounts to help you
save even more.

From the moment you make your
choice, one of our Export Sales Con-
sultants will personally take care of

~ Six great ways
to save tax.

ersonal Export Sales Volkswagen (GBI Ltd.,
I 95 Baker Street, London WIM 1FB.

I Name

all the ins and outs of documentation, r
customs, shipping, registration, ;
insurance — even the money side.
And make sure the model you
take is right for where you're going.

A ' g Ran
We'll deliver your car fast and I B
even when you've gone we'll look Addres:
atter you with the world's finest service.
Unit

Come to our West End show-
room - or any of our dealers - see the I T\ alenTke
cars and find out how our efficiency
can save you faxing yourself
needlessly. —

Give us a

ring on O1-486 84

daytime

' |laminterestedin:

F‘Llll\':‘l' n:

(Countryl
sD8
N O DN N

or clip the coupon. Pers;;al Export Sales
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SOLDIER staff writer Mike

Starke and photographer Paul
Haley spent a week in Berlin
looking at different aspects of
the Army’s presence there. In
this and future issues we

ature their reports . . .

HE ARMY‘'S MOST EXTRA-

ORDINARY GARRISON takes

some 3000 Servicemen and their
families more than 100 miles behind the
Iron Curtain to spend their two years in an
island of Allied influence set in a sea of
Warsaw Pact territory — West Berlin.

The divided city with its infamous wall
that has hacked a random swathe through
human rights and dignity in the one-time
German capital is still ‘occupied’ by the
World War Two allies — including Russia —
which accounts for the presence there of Brit-
ish troops and airmen.

The Allied presence is based on the
unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany at
the end of the war. The ultra-modern, spaci-
ous city (on both sides of the Wall, for Berlin
is a showpiece for East as well as West) of
today is a far cry from the devastated waste-
land of rubble that greeted the Allied victors
in 1945.

Berlin had been bombed since 1941 and
nearly 4000 Commonwealth airmen gave
their lives on this continuous mission of des-
truction. The kernel at the heart of Hitler’s
much-vaunted ‘thousand year Reich’ was
finally crushed in a nut-cracker of steel as two
mighty armies clawed their way street by
street, building by building into a city
defended at the end by some 10,000 old men
and boys — all that was left of Nazi armed
might as their Fuehrer and some of his
henchmen, in a last desperate act of
cowardice, took their own lives in the sub-
terrangan recesses of their bunker — rats
poisoned in their own sewer. Ironically, that
bunker (flooded by the Russians after the
war) stands in a barren no-man’s land near
the Brandenburg Gate in the shadow of a
later symbol of tyranny — the Berlin Wall.

Two months after the German surrender,
under agreements already made by the
Allies, American, British and French forces
moved into Berlin to join the Russians who
had borne the brunt of the battle. The West-
ern Allies moved the rest of their troops back
to what is now the West German border with

continued over

Below left: Russian Flag Tour at Checkpoint
Charlie. Below: The famed ‘Pope’s Revenge’.




Of the 13,000 Allied troops in Berlin,
the United Kingdom accounts for
some 3000. They comprise the

Sector under a Major-General and the
‘teeth’ arm and support units of Berlin
Field Force, commanded by a
Brigadier. The Field Force currently
consists of Berlin Garrison Administ-
ration Unit, D Squadron The Royal
Hussars (Prince of Wales's Own), 1st
Battalion Grenadier Guards, 2nd Bat-
talion The Royal Anglian Regiment,
1st Battalion The Royal Irish Rangers,
38 (Berlin) Field Squadron Royal
Engineers, Berlin Postal and Courier
Troop RE, 229 Signal Squadron (Ber-
lin), 3 Squadron 13 Signal Regiment,
7 Flight Army Air Corps, 62 Transport
and Movement Squadron Royal
Corps of Transport, British Military
Hospital Berlin, Ordnance Services
Berlin, 14 Berlin Field Workshops
Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers, 247 (Berlin) Provost Com-
pany Royal Military Police, 14
Detachment Special Investigations
Branch RMP BAOR, 46 Army Educa-
tion Centre, 14 Independent Pioneer
and Civil Labour Unit, 3 Intelligence
and Security Company and RAF
Gatow plus ancillary local civilian
employees.

The French and Americans run
roughly parallel organisations with
one or two differences. The US con-
tingent is the largest (at 7000) and
their troops include an artillery com-
pany and an armoured company
equipped with tanks constituting the
largest such sub-unit in the US Army.
Some 1000 of their personnel are
airmen.

Mostly conscripts make up the
French contingent, their country now
being the only one of the three to still
have National Service. In addition to
their military element, the French
have Gendarmes equating to the
Military Police of America and Britain.

staff of Headquarters Berlin (British):

Above: French crew with their light tank.

East Germany and the administration of Ber-
lin took on a shape that has changed little to
this day.

A four power Kommandatura was set up to
run Berlin in the immediate post-war years.
But then the Cold War brought the world to
the brink of permanent deep freeze in 1948
when the Russians blockaded the surface
routes across their satellite East Germany to
West Berlin — the very lifelines of the
beleaguered city. A heroic airlift was
mounted and thousand upon thousand of
flights kept West Berlin supplied for 11
months until the blockade was finally lifted.

It took more than a decade for the Eastern
Bloc to dream up the next major weapon to
isolate and dislodge the Allies from Berlin.
This came in the ugly form of the Wall which
sprang up overnight on 13 August 1961 when
185 roads in the city were blocked off includ-
ing the Brandenburg Gate straddling the
once bustling Unter den Linden thorough-
fare. Either side of the actual city itself, the
wall stretched off over some 160 kilometres
in a barrier which has become more sophisti-
cated over the years to include dog runs,
watch towers, arc lights, gaping moats and

continued page 32
Below: Complex barriers at the Berlin Wall,

30




Look inside the 1980 Ford Cortina and you will find improved seats with
new fabrics, a redesigned fascia with fresh and warm air vents and 3-speed
heater control. Some models also have ‘see through’ detachable head restraints
and a new centre console unit.

Ford have also introduced a great number of engineering advances on
the 1980 Cortina. On the outside there’s a new aerodynamic grille, wrap-around
front turn indicators, bigger tail lamps with integral fog lamps in saloons,a
laminated windscreen and improved body protection and anti-corrosion treatment.

Technically there are many improvements including new gas shock
absorbers, larger diameter front stabiliser bar, variable venturi carburettor with
the award winning sonic idle system on 1.3 and 1.6 single choke engines,

a thermostatically controlled viscous coupled fan and an improved V6 engine
with electronic breakerless ignition.

All-in-all Ford have made the Cortina one of the most practical and
reliable cars in Europe,

And, as always, Ford means value. Tax-free prices for a 1980 Ford
Cortina fully equipped for use in Germany start around £3000. The insurance
group is low — the Cortina 1600, for example, is only group 3* Whats more you
need not wait for your new Ford - most models are available immediately from

v— stock in either Hannover or the UK.
When you export a new Ford from the UK.
we look after all the red tape and
can arrange the shipping for you.
Then, whenever and wherever you
travel in Western Europe you can rest
assured that there is a network of
Ford dealers to look after all your parts and
service requirements.

*As recommended by The Accident Offices Association (UK.)

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE WHOLE RANGE OF 1980 FORD'S JUST CONTACT:
ANY FORD DEALER IN BRITAIN,YOUR LOCAL NAAFI CAR SALES SHOWROOM OR OFFICE, OR FORD WEILER, MONCHENGLADBACH, W. GERMANY,
NIEBAUM & HAMACHER, HERFORD, W. GERMANY. NATOCARS, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET.

FORD PERSONAL EXPORT (€220
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the concrete wall itself with a cylindrical
rotating section at the top to throw off
would-be escapers.

But escapers there have been — and still
are. A trickle of ingenious refugees still man-
age to evade even today’s sophisticated bar-
riers. There are also those who paid the price
of failure with their lives and their memorials
at the foot of the obscene barrier to their
freedom bear mute witness to the inhumaity
of the Wall which is manned by 14,000 men,
all ordered to shoot to kill.

West Berlin is nowadays administered by
three Commandants — Headquarters British
Sector is headed by Major-General Bob
Richardson — and they retain the ultimate
supreme authority over the city. But every-
day administration is done by the locally
elected Senate and House of Representatives
and there is a Governing Mayor, currently
Herr Dietrich Stobbe.

Each of the three Western Allied Com-
mandants chairs the Kommandatura in turn
and hosts monthly private meetings with the
Mayor at his home. ;

The British Commandant answers to two
masters. Firstly the British Military Gov-
ernment of which he is head. This mission is
equivalent to a medium sized embassy in
status and its responsible to the British
Ambassador in Bonn. Secondly, he com-
E:;ds British Forces Berlin (including RAF




Styled
in Italy...
builtin

Britain...

10 different saloon and
estate models to choose
from, all available
through Naafi.

Naafi
presents
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Above: Americans, French and British marching
together in Allied Forces’ Day Parade to show
Western solidarity in face of Eastern threats.

Tension in the divided city was eased back
in 1971 when a four-sided agreement was
signed to allow — among other things —
freer travel between the West and East sec-
tors of Berlin. A Westerner can now spend up
to 30 days in the East per year. But he has to
pay the equivalent of £1.60 a day for the
privilege.

East Berlin is still officially the Soviet sec-
tor and the three Western Allies deal only
with the Russians in all matters of rights and
access to Berlin.

Although civilian visits across the Wall are
limited, under the old agreements, the four
military occupiers can travel freely from one
to the other in uniform. Every day these Flag
Tours, as they are termed, send cars full of
soldiers back and forth from East to West
maintaining the rights of all parties to move
freely through all the city.

Allied troops in Berlin number some

Greater Berlin covers some 341 square miles — more than twice the area of the
Isle of Wight. It is not all built up; it has lakes and forests and even a few farms. It
boasts the biggest inland lido in Europe and this is well used by hundreds if not
thousands of water sport enthusiasts.

Berlin is split into four sectors. The Soviet sector (East Berlin) is almost half its
area, the other half being split between the French, British and American sectors.
In terms of population it is the largest city in all Germany with three million
people, two thirds of whom live in the West.

It is the biggest industrial city in Germany too with an annual productivity
valued at 46 billion Deutsch Marks (£11} billion). The Siemensstadt electronics
factory complex is a city within a city employing 28,000 people alone. Other

. products include engineering, chemicals, tobacco, confectionery and clothing.

But as Berlin has no raw materials of its own it depends entirely for its survival
on the road, rail, water and air routes to the West. There are three air corridors (20
miles across but still only 10,000 feet high in accordance with the wartime
requirement of piston engined aircraft!) and three road accesses carefully moni-
tored by the East Germans through whose territory they pass. There are 200
flights a day to and from Berlin and they may only be made by airlines of the
“Allied nations, both civil and military.

Canals form a vital lifeline in the network of arteries maintaining the lifeblood
flow to the surrounded city by carrying 25 per cent of Berlin's goods. Rail links
carry some 26 trains a day, one third of which carry freight only. Half of them
return empty.

There is a labour force of 800,000 a tenth of which is made up of Gastarbeiters
(literally: guest-workers) half of whom are Turkish — making up the fifth largest
Turkish community in the world.

The city’s population is older on average than West Germany as a whole as
many youngsters leave to broaden their horizons outside the confines of the
isolated city.

Berlin means a lot to the Federal Republic more than 100 miles away to the west
and it pours subsidies of one billion DM a year (£250 million) into the city, a
figure representing 52 per cent of Berlin’s budget (although it is still less than
one per cent of the whole nation’s budget).

So with its material and cultural life maintained at a level higher than many
other Western cities (doubtless partly at least as an ‘example’ to the more frugal
East), itis no surprise that West Berlin exudes an air of prosperity which is a farcry
from the desolation of World War Two. Indeed, it appears more prosperous than
less fortunate communities elsewhere which suffered at the hands of Berlin's

" onetime Nazi masters.

13,000 and they are uncomfortably aware
that they are surrounded by Soviet forces of
some 90,000 who exercise regularly on the
traditional training areas around Berlin as
well as the 500,000 men under arms in the

German Democratic Republic itself, a prop- °

ortion of whom man the 8000 Russian and
German tanks that can be called on.

But it is widely accepted that the large
numbers of Soviet and East German troops
ranged around Berlin may not necessarily be
there as a specific threat to West Berlin and
that in the event of conflict between the two
major power blocs Berlin might well pale into
insignificance as a political flashpoint in the
light of more glaring global issues.

Perhaps more than in any other place the
British Army serves today, the military
authorities in Berlin find themselves walking
a political tightrope that threatens to trip
them up at every turn. Men more used to
action appear wary of the subtleties of diplo-
macy and even the most routine decision can
be punctuated by sharp intakes of breath by
way of reaction as political implications are
read into the simplest matters by those
unused to the devious dealings of diplomacy.

In a nutshell, General Richardson summed
up his command thus: “The Allied Forces
are in Berlin to safeguard the freedom of
West Berlin. The West Berliners look to the
Allies as protecting powers. Their mission is
to identify and deter aggression and this is
something which we are confident we can
achieve,

“For us Berlin is unique. It is one of the
few places where the French can train with
the British and United States troops and it is
the only place where soldiers, airmen ‘and
diplomats of the Allies at all levels maintain a
regular contact with their Russian equival-
ents and still share certain duties with them
such as the Air Safety Centre (a 24-hour-a-
day air traffic control centre for Berlin).”

It is also claimed to be the only place where
military occupation is ‘genuinely welcomed’
by the inhabitants.

But for all the tensions of the top brass,
SOLDIER could not find a Forces family
which could genuinely admit Berlin was not
one of the plum postings in today’s Army.
The city itself offers an almost endless variety
of entertainment from the sublime (opera,
ballet, orchestral concerts) to the ‘gor blimey’
(punk rock, night clubs, beer halls). Anyone
claiming to be bored in Berlin has ceased to
breathe.

Living is cheap too. Apart from the usual
Local Overseas Allowance, Service families
benefit from the Families Ration Issue Sec-
tion (FRIS) food prices (this was a system
introduced to ensure there would never be a
shortage of food in the event of another
blockade).

FRIS deliveries to quarters — while not
covering the full gamut of groceries — do
offer such items as steak at S0p a pound (*“We

use rump steak for stews!” declared one

grateful resident).

Outdoor recreation is catered for in abun-
dance too. For Berlin is not only a city,

there are plenty of lakes and waterways

(Greater Berlin has more bridges than Ven-
ice) as well as extensive wood and parkland.
There is even hang gliding from Berlin’s one
and only hill — made from the rubble of the
ruined city.

. So whatever the strains of duties in Berlin
— there’s no real need to feel walled in.
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It’s not just exchanging one
uniform for another - the Prison
Service offers you a different second
career in which you can really use
the special experience you’ve
acquired as a serviceman.

Y our experience with people,
understanding, your ability to cope
with difficult and unusual situations
and your maturity are ideal
qualifications for a Prison Officer.
They can be the basis upon which
you can build a rewarding and
satisfying career.

It’s a secure job, and you get full
training before you start. The pay’s
good - after training over £99* for a
40 hour week including shift and
weekend working, rising after five
years to about £120. With overtime
many earn over £133 per week (over
£150 after five years). On top of all
this there’s FREE housing (or
allowance), FREE uniform and
pension. Send for booklet.

*More in London - £11.46 a week extra basic pay, and extra
housing allowance too.

Name
(Mr/Mrs/Miss)

Address

Men and Women in good health
are required, between 21 and 494

men 5° 6 or over, women
about ' 3 or over.

Becomea
s Es—— PRISON &5
. Y 4

To: Home Office, Freepost, London, g 2 Z
in today’s Prison Service

SWIE SBR. (No stamp needed)
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Take atax
free Alfa on

manoeuvres.

Alfasud Ti 1.5. 1490cc.

Max Speed 106mph. 0-60mph.
10-9 secs. Front Wheel Drive,
five speed gearbox, 2-door,
4/5 seater, sports

saloon.

(4 door model
also available).

Alfasud Sprint Veloce 1.5, 1490cc.
Max Speed 109mph. Front
wheel drive, five speed
gearbox, twin carburettors,
2 doors, 4 seats,
elegant lift-
back coupé.

Giulietta. 1.6, 1570cc, Max Speed
108mph; or 1.8, 1779cc, Max
Speed 112mph. Both have
twin cam engines, rear
mounted 5 speed gear-
boxes, 4 doors, vast
boots and
“flying
wedge”

shape.

Alfetta GTV 2000. 1962cc twin
camshaft engine. Max Speed
122mph. 0-60mph. 8-9 secs. Rear
mounted five speed gear-
box, 2 door, 2+ 2 ultra
stylish coupé.

(Alfetta 2000

saloon also

available).

Alfa Romeo (GB) Ltd offer new
RHD BFG specification Alfas. Buy direct from us and get:
7 day delivery, Forces discount, NAAFI Finance, and over «
600 service dealers in Germany.

T 1T I T I I r it i 00

Military Sales Division, Alfa Romeo (GB) Limited,

Edgware Road, London NW2 6LX. England. Tel: 01-450 8641.

Name 1 S
E
I Address ] SR L

I Rank _Tel:- TR

L Please send me details of the Alfa Romeo range. s8
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“When I want your opinion I'll ask for it . . . .
incidentally, what 1s your opinion?” “Nip over and tell the line judge

the match is over.”

“I think ir’s the battery.”
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THE WALL

THE LUXURY COACH eased its way
through the obstacles at Checkpoint Charlie
— the most famous loophole in the infamous
Berlin Wall — and a stony-faced East Ger-
man border guard in his drab grey-green
uniform cast cold eyes over the passports and
documents of the British Service personnel,
their friends and relatives, who were pas-
sengers on the coach.

It was not a mass-defection by Britons to
the communist East but one of the weekly
tours of both sectors of divided Berlin
organised by the Berlin Military Welfare
Service.

BMWS is a unique organisation set up to
fill the void left when the Women’s Royal
Voluntary Service helpers were withdrawn
from Berlin in a recent trim of the defence
budget.

The WRVS left some three years ago but

Left: Impressive Soviet war memorial in the East.

j

——

the need for practical and positive welfare
services to be offered to Servicemen and their
families in the British Sector remained. It
was filled by BMWS — jointly administered
by the YMCA and the British Headquarters
in the city, represented at present by staff
officer Major Alan Davis — which with its
tiny staff but abundant energy and
enthusiasm have built up a service that is
already the envy of other remote postings. It

Below: Val Crooks checks passport for tour.

¥

has been suggested that a similar organisation
should be set up in Hong Kong.

The East/West Berlin coach tour every
Saturday is just one of many services offered
by BMWS in a busy week but is a highlight
for visitors to the city and ‘residents’ posted
there alike.

Up to three buses (depending on demand)
set off with their passengers and guides pro-
vided by units based in Berlin or the Head-

Above: Tour passes the Soviet war memorial.

quarters. And there is plenty to see on the
three hour tour of both sides of the Wall.
Both sectors of Berlin are showpieces for
the governing ideologies so there is plenty for
the tourist to marvel at. Berliners themselves
have grown cynical over the years and with
their own brand of humour — in similar vein
to their Cockney counterparts in London —
they have nicknamed some of the more out-
standing sights.
continued on page 41

Below: East Berlin ceremonial guard — off guard!
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Electronics Engineers & Technicians |

When you have completed
your service with the Forces,
get the message from Marconi

We hardly need to introduce
ourselves.

As a major supplier of
advanced electronics
equipment and systems to H.M.
Forces and an international
leader in satellite
communications and defence
systems development, we have
a deserved reputation for
innovation, quality and
reliability across a broad
spectrum of electronics
applications.

The probability is that you
have already worked with our
equipment. Now we are
offering Electronics Engineers
and Technicians the
opportunity to enjoy the
challenge of working at ‘source’
on communication systems
development with Marconi at
Portsmouth.

Here you could find yourselt
working with other ex-service
personnel involved on a variety
of interesting projects, such as
military communications
systems involving radio

transmitters and associated
processing systems.
You will have every chance to

use the expertise gained in your

career to date and we can
promise you the satisfaction of
total involvement on projects
from first design stage, through
to the building of prototypes
and completion.

Qualifications? We have a
requirement for Engineers at

r— To: Jack Burnie, Marconi Space and Defence
| Systems Limited, Applied Electronics Laboratories,
| The Airport, Portsmouth, Hants.

Please send me more details about career opportunities with
| Marconi Space and Defence Systems Limited.
I
|
|

Name . ....

s

two levels with Degree/HND
essential for the higher, and
HNC/C & G or sound relevant
experience for the Technician
level appointments. -

In both cases, salaries,
relocation assistance and other
benefits are consistent with our
status as a company of
international repute.

Please complete and post the
coupon today.

Marconi Space and

Defence Sy

stems (Portsmouth)

AGECMarconiElectronicsCompany
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The new international congress centre in
West Berlin for instance, looking for all the
world (and beyond) like something from the
film set of Star Wars, is now dubbed ‘The
Coffin’.

While over the Wall in the East the skyline
is dominated by a gigantic radio tower with a
shiny globular section some two thirds of the
way up it. To the chagrin of the atheist
regime there, the sun reflects a clearly
defined cross from the glittering globe for all
to see in the East and West. To Berliners this
is “The Pope’s Revenge’.

With an irony not lost on the witty Ber-
liners, another of the West’s sights is no
more. For during SOLDIER’s visit to the
city, an older congress centre with can-
tilevered semi-circular roof sections that had
earned it the local name ‘Jimmy Carter’s
Smile’ collapsed (luckily incurring only a few
injuries) at a time that the United States’
president was finding little to laugh about in
real life back home!

The climax of the tour of the East is the
visit to the Russian war memorial laid out in
massive parkland. Amid the statuesque
grandeur of the awesome architecture, there
is an added poignancy to the tradition of
newly-wed brides bringing their bouquets to
the memorial as floral tributes.

The tour over, the coaches make their
ritual zig-zag through the Checkpoint Char-
lie barriers to return to the West and their
own start and finish point, Summit House, a
focal point for Service families set on the edge
of Berlin’s city centre.

As well as containing Naafi shops and the
local British Forces Broadcasting Service
studios, Summit House is the nerve centre
for BMWS too.

For it’s here that two more vital services
are offered as well as the East/West tours.
Four nights a week young soldiers and Berlin
girls ‘boogie’ the evenings away at a dis-
cotheque run by BMWS staffer Malcolm
Scott. Some 200 people a time come to join in
the fun and although there are the inevitable
rivalries between youngsters from different
urijts, Malcolm is surprised how well their
own ‘vigilante’ committees work at nipping
trouble in the bud. A Naafi run bar cools
thirsty dancers down but Naafi takes no part
in the organisation of the disco itself which is
entirely a BMWS service.

Perhaps the most widely used and broadly
based service offered by BMWS is the
booking and information office, also in
Summit House. Here Val Crooks, plus a part
time clerical assistant, runs a non-stop ticket
agency and tourist bureau.

Berlin (East as well as West) is renowned
for its cultural life which caters for tastes
from Punk to Prokoviev — and all stations in
between! When SOLDIER looked in on the
office, Val was busy booking tickets for an
American circus, several orchestral concerts,
Led Zeppelin, the Russian Bolshoi Theatre
and a number of operas. Many people serving
in Berlin take advantage of its varied cul-
tural life and the 200,000 Deutschmarks a
year turnover in ticket booking (some
£50,000) bears witness to the use they make
of the BMWS reservation service.

The office is there for information too, and
Val Crooks takes an obvious pride in keeping
up with what’s on in Berlin to give the best
service to her Service customers.

Young, single soldiers make good use of
the other BMWS service — the lounges that
are based at the main barrack complexes to
offer an alternative to the hustle and bustle of
the Naafi bars or local pubs and clubs.
BMW’s senior member, Pat Bere, is in
charge here and she showed SOLDIER the
lounge currently shared by two infantry bat-
talions.

Pat explained that she opened the lounge
six evenings a week from about 6pm to 10.15.
She admitted it means curtailing her own
social life but clearly thinks this is worth-
while judging by the work she puts in to offer
the young soldiers a positive alternative to ‘a
night out with the lads’.

There are snooker and table tennis tables
on hand as well as a television room. A wide
selection of cassette tapes can be played on
the lounge’s music centre while its patrons
relax in easy chairs and read the latest news-
papers and magazines. And for those wishing

for even more peace and quiet — perhaps to
write a letter home or maybe just to sit and
think, there is a separate room set aside for
the purpose.

An average of 15 to 20 use the lounges and
their facilities each night and Pat is always on

hand for a chat if anyone’s got something on’

their mind.
As overall administrator of the BMWS
operation, Major Alan Davis has nothing but

praise for the small staff: “They do a very .

good job and BMWS gets a tremendous
amount of use by people here”.

But, ever wishing to improve the service,
he added: ““We’d still like more people vis-
iting from the United Kingdom or West
Germany to get in touch and find out just
what we can do to plan their visit to Berlin”.

And for those who want to do just that, the
address is BMWS, Summit House, BFPO
45. The telephone number is Berlin
309-4526.
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Forty years on, the veterans of Dunkirk
go back to the beaches to shared s

Ken Hawkins 2
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Below: The veterans parade through the town.




WAR MEMORIAL CEREMONIES on a
scale not seen in Britain since the immediate
post-war years marked the 40th anniversary
of the Dunkirk evacuation in the once-small
seaside town that has now grown to be
France’s third largest port.

Tens of thousands packed the main square
in Dunkirk on a sunny June Sunday morning
as the ‘miracle’ of 1940 was recalled with
tributes to the fallen and praise for the valour
of the men who escaped to fight another day.

In the afternoon the ceremonies moved to
the famous beaches — and there were the
legendary little ships, about 40 of them, to
join in the moving reminder of the inferno
that raged on those sand dunes as soldiers of
the British Expeditionary Force and allied
comrades-in-arms escaped the clutches of the
fast-advancing German Army,

Over recent years there has been growing
comment on France’s frosty attitude towards
the British. But there was not a hint of this at
Dunkirk, as old and young generations of the
town turned, out in their thousands to join
their British visitors in remembrance.

Posters and stickers in the shop windows
of the main thoroughfares proclaimed a wel-
come to the British veterans and expressed
touching sentiments of those French people
wishing to join in the commemoration.

“You belong to Dunkirk,” the British vet-
erans were assured in stirring speeches, made
in French and English, at the Town War
Memorial.

Even people hurrying home with freshly-
baked loaves of bread tucked under their
arms and the track-suited bicycle-mad men
and youths out for their Sunday morning
spin were compelled by the immensity of it
all to stop and join in the tribute.

Allied veterans not only from France, but
from Belgium, Holland, Norway, Denmark
and Poland had also come to the town to play
their parts in remembering those dark days
on the sun-drenched beaches of northern
France in 1940 when 330,000 troops were
snatched from the claws of the advancing
enemy.

These old soldiers from the continental
armies were lined-up to join their British,
* Canadian, Australian, New Zealand and

Below: Pause for a moment’s quiet reflection.

Above: Some ‘little ships’ went back too.

other Commonwealth veterans in the massive
march-past.

As the bands pipes and drums struck up
Scotland the Brave the crowds burst into
enthusiastic applause.

The British were divided into three bat-
talions, each about 600 strong. Many of the
men marching wore their medals, some so
many that there were rows of them, from
shoulder almost down to waist. A few men
had come back in their wheelchairs, pushéd
by friends or younger relatives.

Around the square the parade marched,
then out into the streets and around the
blocks of post-war shops and offices nearby.
The parade stretched for several blocks.
Bringing up the rear were despatch riders on
old Ariel motor-bikes — and then American
Army vehicles from a country that did not
enter the war until 18 months after Dunkirk.

When the parade was dismissed, back in |

the square, the time had already come for a
lunch break. It gave an opportunity for many

-of these old comrades to repair to the bars
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Above: 3RRF’s band added their musical tribute.
Right: Proud French veteransin Jean Bart Square.

dotted around the square and, over a glass of
beer — few ever acquired a taste for French
wine — to mull over those memories of
momentous days when they were two score
years younger.

Early in the afternoon those little ships —
one was 80 years old — left their overnight
berths in the harbour and made for the
beaches, now lined with dry docks and ter-
minals that were not there 40 years ago.

One of these little ships had had to give up
and retire gracefully from the flotilla that had
sailed across the Channel the previous day,
but this small fleet was still a touching
reminder of the thousands — no-one knows
the exact number — of motor launches and
river tugs, fishing trawlers and private
yachts, Thames barges and pleasure steamers
that made repeated trips across the Channel
in those days of May and June in 1940 fer-
rying our soldiers to safety.

It has been estimated that of the 330,000
troops saved at Dunkirk, about 96,000 were
gathered off the beaches by these little ships
and ferried out to Navy vessels lying off-
shore as the enemy shells whined overhead
and the Stuka bombers dived on the
shoreline. i

Rescue operations became too dangerous
in the daylight and the order came for
evacuation to take place only in darkness.

But the sun was shining brightly as
thousands gathered once more on the
beaches of Dunkirk this June Sunday in
1980.

Massed around the Allied Memorial on the
beach, they joined in singing Abide with me
and O God, our help in ages past.
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An RAF helicopter hovered over the little
ships, about half-a-mile off the shore, and
lowered a wreath of poppies on to the waves.

Other planes still owned by the RAF —a
Hurricane, a Spitfire and a Lancaster bom-
ber from the Battle of Britain Memorial
Flight — flew in formation 300ft above the
beaches, a stark reminder of the time when
Britain and the Commonwealth were left to
fight alone against the Nazi tyranny.

After the service on the beach there was
another short service in the Dunkirk Military
Cemetery, and in the village of Esquelbecq
where nearly 100 British soldiers were mas-
sacred by the SS during the retreat from
Dunkirk.

The next day similar services were conduc-
ted in the town and on the beaches of La
Panne, 20 or so miles along the coast and over
the border, a resort that has been called ‘Bel-
gium’s Blackpool’.

It was at LLa Panne that many of those on
the Dunkirk Veterans Association 25th
annual four-day pilgrimage stayed, finding
these days that France has become too expen-
sive for them. They had a social, a dance and
a ball arranged for their evenings with a
firework display in La Panne on the Sunday.

But those who time had treated not so
affluently had to content themselves with a
shorter visit. Some came over just for the
Sunday ceremonies, by the overnight ferry,
dozing in their coaches.

Others had been brought in the coach
party arranged by the War Veterans
Association, and local veterans groups had
arranged their own charter coach trips from
the North of England, from Scotland and
from Northern Ireland.

Now in their sixties and seventies, these
men — most of them now accompanied by
their wives — were proud to be back in Dun-
kirk on this peaceful Sunday, all of them still
glowing with the Dunkirk Spirit.

Below: The standard bearers of the rescued Army.

.
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Above: Near Arras — trench at Vimy Ridge.

WHILE THE VETERANS of Dunkirk
were making their pilgrimage back to those
famous beaches, another momentous event
of those dark days forty years ago — the
Battle of Arras — was being remembered
fifty miles away by a party from The 4th
Royal Tank Regiment.

They spent three days following the prog-
ress of the battle by way of the many ceme-
teries in which casualties — from 4 and 7
RTR, The Durham Light Infantry, The
Northamptonshire and Wiltshire Regi-
ments, the Cameronians, The Royal West
Kent Regiment and others — lie buried.

The pilgrimage was organised by Le
Souvenir Francais, an organisation dedicated
to remembering the sacrifices of the two
world wars.

.In mid May 1940, Lord Gort decided to
make a stand at Arras in order to try and stem
the German advance to the coast where desp-
erate attempts were to be made to evacuate
the BEF. As part of the plan, a force of 4th
and 7th RTR and 6th and 8th Durham Light
Infantry, were to be committed on 21 May to
a counter attack swinging around Arras from
north to south and turning east to Beaurains.

The result of this brave endeavour is well
known. Liddell Hart wrote in The Tanks, “It
may well be asked whether two battalions
have ever had such a tremendous effect on
history as the 4th and 7th RTR achieved by
their action at Arras”.

e

The 32 officers and soldiers from 4 RTR
were accompanied by a large and remarkably
spry contingent of anciens combananis —
mainly from the DLI and 7 RTR —and their
wives.

In the three days, the ‘Tankies’ and the old
soldiers took part in no less than 20 cere-
monies, ranging from one at the splendid
town hall of Arras to others in tiny villages.

Camaraderie and good will abounded on
all sides. At numerous vins d honneur (drinks
for the boys) all manner of kind things were
said by the French about the English and vice
versa.

Some of the locals had remarkable tales of
heroism to tell — about the crews of tanks
knocked out by carefully concealed guns;.
about the brave Private Lungland of 5th
battalion of The Buffs who alone held up the
German advance into La Herliere for an houg
before being killed. Buried where he fell by
the Germans he was reburied by the villagers
the same night in the cemetery. There were
other stories too, some unbelievably sad.

As they finally marched away from:
Beaurains after an exchange of gifts between
the commanding officer and the mayor and
the last notes of The Flowers of the Forest had
fled away, one thing was certain. The dead of
May 1940, mostly the same age as the troop-
ers and lance corporals of the guard of hon-
our, had been properly honoured and would
not be forgotten. :
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AFTER TWO WEEKS of American
weather even more fickle than England’s —
85 degrees Fahrenheit one day and nearly
freezing the next — 120 men from the 3rd Bn
Yorkshire Volunteers flew home to find the
best weather was back home all the time.

They trained with Company B of 1st Bn
151st Infantry Indiana National Guard,
equivalent to our Territorial Army, at Camp
Atterbury, 50 miles south of Indianapolis.

First surprise for the Yorkshiremen on
arriving at Grissom Air Force Base in a RAF
VC10 was a welcome on the control tower
which read: ‘Grissom welcomes the UK Rif-
les’. The immediate reaction was: “Who are
they?”

The training area at Camp Atterbury was
ablaze with dandelions as far as the eye could
see. And the sun blazed too with tem-
peratures soaring to the mid eighties on the
“exposed ranges, causing some of 3 Yorks to
need temporary medical attention. The hot
spell only lasted three days though and,
overnight, temperatures plummeted an
incredible 49 degrees to nearly freezing
point. Cold winds, thunderstorms and rain
followed but the sun later returned.

National Guardsmen had warned the
Yorkshiremen that Hoosier weather was
unreliable and were fond of saying: “If you
don’t like the weather in Indiana stay another
day and it’ll change”.

The heavily forested training area, in
which lurked timber rattlesnakes and cop-
perheads, seemed not too dissimilar from the
Yorkies’ home ground, snakes apart. But on
closer inspection the trees were very dif-
ferent. Instead of oak, beech and sycamore
there were dogwood, maple, wild cherry and
the beautiful redbud and, darting amongst
the foliage, the bright scarlet cardinal bird,
symbol of Indiana, the cat bird and the mock-
ing bird making their strange cries.

Led by Major Tim Young, an ex-Regular
major in The Royal Anglian Regiment and

YORKIES 60 WEST

il

now a brewery executive in Sheffield, the
Terriers were impressed by the weaponry
available to the American part-timers.

Experienced only in the rifle, light and
sub-machine guns, 3 Yorks, wearing the US
Army ‘flowerpot’ helmet were led to the ran-
ges to fire not only the lightweight M16 rifle,
but the M203 grenade launcher, the M60
machine gun, which fires 600 rounds a
minute, the massive 50 calibre machine gun,
the LAW, Dragon and TOW anti-tank mis-
siles and the 107mm heavy and 81mm light
mortars.

The whole point of the trip was for the
Brits and Guards to live, work and train
together to learn each others’ tactics and
techniques under varying ground and
climatic conditions. This they got down to i
the second week during a four-day field exer-

Left: Pte Oliver serves Yorkshire Pud to Yanks.
cise when the Brits, particularly the Barnsley
miners, impressed the Guards with the size of
their fire trenches.

In turn the Brits were more surprised than
impressed when the Americans ordered a
morning’s sleep after a night exercise. As
Major Young said: “We generally carry on
without sleep!” :

They were breathless too after various
sporting contests with their hosts including
soccer and softball as well as horse shoe pitch-
ing. A clerical error by 3 Yorks in orders
referred to ‘horse pitching’ and brought the
following reply from the Guards’ RSM: . . .
we are not prepared to compete as we usually
only pitch the horse’s shoes. However, we
should like 1o be present as we are making
bets on the number of times a horse will
bounce”. ‘

The visit ended with a prize giving cere-
mony at which Major General Robert D
Weliver, the divisional commander, insisted
on speaking to each of 3 Yorks personally and
presenting all with a certificate ‘in grateful
recognition for outstanding service’ plus
regimental badges and divisional flourishes.
He said: *“You have taught our troops a lot.”

In return Major Young gave Company B
members a certificate making them honorary
members of the 3rd Bn Yorkshire Volunteers
and handed the general a silver statuette of a
British soldier in full battle order.

Judging from the number of stetsons the
Yorkies purchased it looks as though the
streets of Huddersfield, Rotherham, Barn-
sley and Keighley will soon resemble Dodge
City. And when they stride through the door
of their local saloon — sorry, pub — and ask
for some ‘loudmouth’ they’ll be after a
whisky rather than a punch-up.

Incidentally, the origin of Hoosier, for a
man of Indiana, stems from the pioneer days
when the parentage of many of the settlers
was in doubt. Newcomers were greeted with
the cry ‘who’s your pa?’ and gradually ‘who is
your’ was corrupted into Hoosier. At least,
that’s their story and they’re sticking to it.

Thirty-two-year-old Corporal George
McGinley from Barnsley surprised
himself by becoming the crack pistol
shot of Camp Atterbury. Confessing

to having fired a pistol three times
before with only moderate success
he nonetheless scored 293 points out
of a possible 300. Out of 30 rounds
fired he had 23 bulls and the rest were
only a fraction out. There was not
much left of the centre of the target.

George is pictured with his Colt 45
automatic which did the damage and
the target. Lt Jill Purvis, centre, a
female member of  the National
Guard and small arms instructor, and
Sgt Brown, right, another instructor,
said that George's score was the
highest ever seen on the Camp Atter-
bury ranges.

Ten years a Regular with the Blues
and Royals in which he rose to Cor-
poral of Horse (Sgt), George is now a
forklift driverin a bonded warehouse.

Why the sudden shooting success?
He said: “It's a bit puzzling but | think
it was because the pistol felt comfor-
table — the heaviness of the .45 was
just right for me".
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" FUND RAISERS "

RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR CLUB, CHARITY,
SOCIETY OR ORGANISATION.
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UK ATOMIC ENERGY
AUTHORITY CONSTABULARY

We have vacancies for

CONSTABLES

at Atomic Energy Authority and
British Nuclear Fuels Ltd.
establishments in England &
Scotland

Age normally: 19 to 35 years™
Minimum height 5" 7" (men)
5 4" (women)

Pay £3882-£6147 (+7%
non-pensionable addition for
superannuation)

Contributory Superannuation
Scheme

Free Housing or Rent Allowance
40 Hour week

Opportunity for Overtime
Good promotion prospects

*(applicants over this age with
recent service in HM Forces may
be accepted at the Chief
Constable’s discretion)

For further information write to:
The Chief Constable
UKAEA Constabulary
Building C51T
AEE, Winfrith, Dorchester
Dorset DT2 8DH
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HERTFORDSHIRE
YEOMANRY

The Yeomanry Room in Hitchin Municipal
Museum has been set aside to display histor-
ical exhibits not only from the Hertfordshire
Yeomanry but also from Yeomanry and
Artillery units from the whole county.
Administered by the Hertfordshire
Yeomanry and Artillery Trust, the museum,
although small, is none the less interesting
and contains some fascinating exhibits, not-
ably an instructive collection of swords and a
special case containing items illustrating the
work of a military farrier.

The farrier in question was a local man,
Farrier Quartermaster-Sergeant ] Fordham.
On show are his iron anvil, a variety of
horseshoes including some with rope inser-
tions, curry-combs, brushes and other
equipment, heavy draught-horse bits and
his tool chest containing his blue jacket
clearly showing the Farrier-QMS emblem
on the sleeve.

Yeomanry cavalry were issued with
authorised patterns of cavalry sword from
Ordnance but changes of pattern usually
came well after the equivalent in the Regular
Cavalry and sometimes took several years to
become effective throughout the Yeomanry.
This is well illustrated in the museum’s
sword collection which includes a 1788 pat-
tern light cavalry trooper’s sword, a light
cavalry officer’s sword (1822 pattern), a
trooper’s blade of 1908 and an officer’s
sword of 1912. -

Various items of uniform are displayed to
maximum effect. There are two officer’s
coatees of the North and South Herts
Yeomanry respectively as worn in 1840, a
captain’s full dress in dismounted review
order (1910) and an excellent example of an
officer’s full dress uniform of the same
period. Among other items are a heavy
cavalry officer’s helmet of 1835, a South
Herts Yeomanry sabretache, an officer’s
metal pouch of 1890 and a helmet of the
same date with black horsehair plume.

A small display of medals, including a
number of groups, is shown to advantage
against a background of photographs of
recipients and battle scenes. Here too is a
South Herts Yeomanry red and blue Guidon
of 1835 and in another case there is a flag
made by NCO’s and soldiers of the 135th
Field Regiment at Pagoda Camp, Thailand,
and flown from the camp flagstaff after the

Rising Sun had been hauled down following
the Japanese capitulation in August 1945,
Another reminder of the 135th’s service in
the Far East is a Christmas card fashioned
by men of the regiment and sent to their
officers. Tied with the regimental ribbon
and featuring the regimental crest there is
drawmg inside of Chs.ng: mosque and an
appropriate verse.
Near the entrance a fine wluur pnm;
depicts a royal review of Volunteer infantry
and cavalry at Hartfield Park, seat of the;é
Marquess of Salisbury, ' -
There are no souvenirs or pﬁstmds furx :
~sale but a book is obtainable which would be
of considerable interest to mmtary historians

and medal enthusiasts. This is the ‘Hert-

fordshire Yeomanry and Artillery Honours

and Awards’ by Major J D Sainsbury. Itis

the result of much research in official, regi-
mental and private records and lists honours
and awards to officers and men of Hertford-
shire Yeomanry and Artiilery units from the
first known award in 1897 to the present

day. Included are awards for gallantry, dis-

tmgunshed service in war and meritorious
service in peacetime, long service and ef-
ficiency awards, coronation and jubilee
medals, and Lord Lieutenant’s certificates.

John Jesse *
Curator: Mr Alan Fleck :
Address: Hitchin Museum i
: Paynes Park :

Hitchin
Telephone:  Hitchin 4476
Open: Monday to Samnday 10 BO

to 17.00 :
Closed: Sundays and Bmk Hohdays

Next month: The Queen’s'Royal Surrey Regiment

o

-




New study to
help Army
designers

ITH TYPICAL JOURNALISTIC
\' R ; HYPERBOLE a Yorkshire news-

paper recently reported that ‘the
future efficiency of the British Army could
depend on three photographs in a Wetherby
office’.

Well, it’s not as important as all that, but
there is no doubt that if the work currently
being done for the Ministry of Defence by a
small team of experts in Wetherby works out,
it might mean a more comfortable ride for
crews of military vehicles and perhaps more
comfortable uniforms and working dress for
the rest of the soldiery.

What Photarc Surveys, specialists in aerial
survey and mapping, are up to is, in effect,
producing contour maps of soldiers’ bodies.
Working for the Army Personnel Research
Establishment at Farnborough they took a
series of photographs, both clothed and
unclothed, of three soldier guinea pigs — ‘Mr
Medium, Mr Big and Mr Small’.

From the stereoscopic piuures the team is
producing contour maps — using exactly the
same principle as Army map makers use w ith
the help of aerial photography by the RAF.

Mr Rory Stanbridge, one of the partners in
the firm, told SOLDIER that the greatadvan-
tage the method has over ordinary measuring
is that it provides a permanent record from
which any new measurements which are
required can be taken. “After achap has been

Mapping the
Military Body

Story: John Walton
Pictures: Paul Haley aml\
APRE Farnborough '

Above: Contour map of man in respirator. Below: Setting up the stereoscopic cameras.




measured and gone away there is no method
of rechecking.”

Pictures were taken front and back of each
man both fully clothed and in his under-
pants. Then close ups were taken of his head
with and without respirator — one of the
problems with measuring men wearing
respirators has been that there has been no
way of working out exactly the distance be-
tween his respirator and his eyes.

Mr Chris Gooderson of the APRE was the
man who asked for the study. He explained
that in recent years his department had
measured over 2000 soldiers and about 200
WRAC girls from different units.

“We took infantrymen, gunners, guards-
men, Gurkhas — all sorts of units and
measured them with callipers and tape meas-
ures. We got a lot of information which was
of use to the vehicle designers at the MVEE
Chertsey and the clothing people at SCRDE
Colchester.

“But, however well you take a measure-
ment, there is no way you can easily translate
it into three dimensional volume of the man
and that is what the vehicle designer wants to
know. He needs to know the actual three-
dimensional space a man occupies when he is
sitting in a tank, commanding it, driving it or
firing a gun.”

So the photographic technique, known as
stereo photogrammetry, was decided on.
The Army’s own map makers were too busy
to help so Photarc Surveys were called in.

Said Mr Stanbridge: “We had only done
this type of thing for artistic purposes before.
We have basically done it at a cost price not
only to help the Army but to help us gain
experience.

“YWe have already learned one or two
things — such as that you should not use
blonde people because you get a reflection
from their hair. Also people need to be slight-
ly hairy rather than smooth for the same
reason. And we had to put French chalk all
over the soldier’s helmet because it was so
reflective™.

From the stereo photographs special con-
tour maps of the human body are produced.
The information on these can be fed into a
computer for future reference.

Says Mr Gooderson: “It’s just a pilot study

Below: Soldier gets pictured in his undies

to see if it produces the data we require and
how difficult it was to do. But it seems to be
having a lot of success”.

Just one small and slightly amusing exam-
ple illustrates why the study is necessary.
Gurkhas are well known to be much smaller
than the average soldier. And normally they
would be given the smallest pair of battle-

dress trousers with the bottoms turned up
to fit.

But the APRE team found there was one
major snag: “The trousers have a map pocket
and with the Gurkha it was on his knee. So if
he had a map in the pocket he could not bend
his knee. So exact measurements can be very
important”.
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If you’re going to live
" abroad for a year or more you

can buy a nippy, economical Chevette, tax free.

Which for a certain period you could use in this

country. Up to six months for UK residents and up to

a year for overseas visitors.

It’s a simple arrangement made through the

Vauxhall Personal Export Department.

Just tick the Vauxhall of your choice and send
the coupon to: Vauxhall Motors Ltd., Personal Export
Department, Route 6197, P.O. Box 3, Luton, England
or Telephone Luton (0582) 426197.
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‘Wait for the Wagon’ (Band and Corps of Drums
of the Royal Corps of Transport) (Conductor:
Major T A Kenny) (Orchestral & Recording Ser-
vices DR 5)

A series of marches which only just avoids the
‘hackneyed’ epithet. And there’s a disappointment
for those who will cheer at the mention of Corps of
Drums; it is, alas, merely the buglers of said corps
with not a fife in sight.

The marches you will already have (and have
and have) are Blaze Away, Le Régiment de Sambre
et Meuse, The Staffordshire Knot, The Washington
Grays, The Ambassador, Marche Lorraine, The
Invincible Eagle (Sousa), and High School Cadets
(Sousa).

Major Kenny does a bit of a Sousa in his own
march President Elect and also provides a couple of
operatic march-medleys, one based on Carmen and
the other on Die Fledermaus. But not for the first
time a record of marches is saved, for collectors
. anyway, by one from the pen of Alfred Young. He
wrote many popular band pieces under the name
Earle Brigham (get it?) and this one, Boots and
Sadadles, only came to light after his death I believe;
a fine march from a one time Director of Music
RASC and later of the Sappers.

Wait for the Wagon is a marvellous tune deserv-
ing special treatment. Why doesn’t someone write
an imaginative fantasy evoking the romance of
those old Waggoners, the Royal Baggage Traynes,
and everything these names conjure up? Step for-
ward Major Kenny and volunteer a Trek Rhap-
sody with ox-drawn wagon (molto pesante),
horse-drawn wagonette (allegretto pastorale),
solid-tyred motor wagon (con malizia), and the
latest tank transporter (agitato e lento — for any
driver following on). Mud, blood, guts and glory.
It only needs writing!

LP £3.45, cassette £3.80 inclusive, from the
Royal Corps of Transport Band Office, Buller Bar-
racks, Aldershot, Hants. RB

‘Double VCs’ (Royal Army Medical Corps Staff
Band) (Conductor: Captain D Carson) (DR
Orchestral & Recording Services, 36 Garrick Gdns,
West Molesey, Surrey. Price £3.99 a 50p postage)
With the RAMC’s Colonel Leake and Captain
Chavasse to inspire me I often wonder how, as a
stretcher-bearer in World War Two, I failed to win
. even a measly one VC. The corps rightly takes the
opportunity to celebrate its most famous officers
who offer the band a fine peg on which to hang this

particular hat. The medal has not, strangely,
inspired directly any great music but Captain Car-
son has found a handful of pieces which serve
nicely for his musical tribute, with side two
devoted to their own and allied services’ marches.
Sir Arthur Bliss’s tremendous fanfare For Heroes
sets the scene, as it has done for many vears now on
great occasions; a truly heroic piece which in a
mere minute and a half says more about heroism
than Kipling ever did in many words. Lt Col Lewis
Brown, a former Director of Music of the corps,
supplies a march Double VCs, followed by a pipes
and band air dedicated to ‘Captain Noel Chavasse
VC.’ Then two very fine marches, rarely played,
but known to all old hands and ideal for this disc,
George Gay’s Bravest of the Brave and Thomas
Bidgood’s Silent Heroes. Gave me quite a turn to
hear them again. Then, instead of the many other
marches about bravery, we have Sousa’s The
Thunderer and Liberty Bell, and Safroni’s Imperial
Echoes. A blot on this rather pleasant programme.
The RAMC Corps March is of course Here's a
Health unto His Majesty, and two former marches,
Bonnie Nell and Washington Post all make an
appearance. The slow march is the lovely old song
Her Bright Smile Haunts me Sul] with Eriskay Love
Lilr. Then the Royal Army Dental Corps’ Green
Facings, the QARANC’s Grey and Scarlet , Sir Wal-
ford Davies’s march for the Princess Royal’s Red
Cross, the St Fohn March for the Ambulance people
and, finally, the new march of The Ulster
Defence Regiment. RB

‘Military Gold’ (Producer: Major A ] Richards,
Life Guards) (Ronco Teleproducts Ltd, 111 Mort-
lake Road, Kew, Richmond, Surrey).

Every few years a block-busting two or three-
record set purporting to sum up all that is best in
military music is issued. They all of course com-
prise tracks from previously issued discs, other-
wise the cost of such an enterprise would be
enormous. So it is necessary to append a complete
list of the music to avoid too much duplication in
vour own record collection, If you don’t have one
then this limited edition of a box of four discs
should just about give you a digest of what has been
going on in the band world during the past few
years.

Military Gold out block-busts all the others in
size, and the four discs each deal with an aspect of
military music — Massed Bands and Military
Spectaculars, Marching Along, Tunes of Glory,
and Trooping the Colour. An awful lot of marches
to swallow in one gulp I'm afraid so this is the sort
of jar of goodies that you dip into occasionally,
although marches can vary so much in mood,
tempo and instrumentation that tedium is cannily
avoided. After all Mr Bassett’s all-sorts are all
licorice deep down.

I will mention some of these goodies just in case
you miss them. For march collectors there will be
the old Prussian march Der Hohenfriedberger,
Rorkes Drift, famous old Mollendorf's Parade
March, Blankenburg’s Flying Eagle, and several by
serving Directors of Music. Double Chelsea, by
Major Richards, refers to that long hike bands have
when guard-mounting is from Chelsea Barracks;
on hot days, and without the relief of a corps of
drums to play alternately, bandsmen always add
one word to the title. Then it’s all the way back
again with the Old Guard, along the longest,
unhealthiest, noisiest mile of road known to man.

There are excerpts from tattoos and music
shows, a live Queen’s Birthday Parade, music of
the Welsh Division, the Scottish Division, and the
Royal Marines. The bands include those of the
Household Division, Royal Marines, Royal Regi-
ment of Wales, Royal Air Force, Gordon High-
landers, Royal Corps of Transport, 1st British
Corps, and their pipes and drums,

The rest of the music includes Radetzky, Under
the Double Eagle, Yellow Rose of Texas, Southwood
Camp, March of the Toreadors, Marching On,
Semper Fidelis, The Coldstreamer, Sovereign's Ban-
ner, Aida, Sambre et Meuse, Bartle Hymn of the
Republic, Anchors Aweigh, A Bridge Too Far, The
Longest Day, Dambusters March, 633 Squadron,
Tribute to Bravery, Amethyst March, Reach for the
Sky, Soldiers of the Queen, a sea song medley, Lil-
liburlero, Sarie Marais, Atholl Highlanders,
Huguemont March, Schneewalzer, A Highland
Gathering, Elvira Madigan, Isandhlwana, Retreat,
National Anthem, Peace to the Nations, Cheer boys
Cheer, Amazing Grace, Liberton Polka, and lots of
regimental marches.

Allin all well worth the £5.99 you have to pay in
SOLDIER’s special offer elsewhere on this
page. RB

Name (BLOCK LETTERS)

‘MILITARY GOLD’ RECORD OFFER

For lovers of military music SOLDIER has a special offer this month — Military
Gold — an attractive boxed set of four LPs for only £6.99 (VAT and postage
included) or available on cassettes for £6.59. Rodney Bashford reviews the
records on this page. To obtain your set simply fill in the coupon below and
enclose a cheque or postal order to cover your requirements. Cheques and
postal orders must be crossed and made payable to PHS Ltd and you should
allow 28 days for delivery. We regret that orders can only be accepted from UK *
or BFPO addresses. If you have any queries regarding delivery etc please }
contact Mrs Rennard on Nelson (0282) 63353.

To:- Soldier Record Offer, PO Box 51, Burnley, Lancashire, BB11 1DQ.
Please send me .. ... Military Gold record set(s) at the special price of £5.99 each.
Please send me . .... Military Gold cassette set(s) at the special price of £6.59 each.

| enclose my cheque/postal order for£ . ...... crossed and made payable to PHS Ltd.

........................................................
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Foreman or

Sgt Technician?
Whenyou have
completed your service
withthe forces

Want a new challenge?
Ever felt like Designing a Radio System?

If you are looking for a really good future, with a settled domestic background but plenty
of opportunity to travel, we have just the job for you in our successful and expanding
Systems Department.

Systems Engineering

As a Systems Engineer with Europe’s largest manufacturer of mobile two-way radio,
you'll be working as a member of a professional team, contributing your own skills and
experience to a wide variety of major communication projects. You'll be responsible for meeting
the customer to find out what he really needs, preparing full technical appraisals and quotations
and overseeing the project through manufacture, systems test and installation. You'll be
expected to travel from time to time because our customers are world-wide.

You will design systems using up-to-the-minute technology and involving a wide range
of equipments which include links, base stations, mobiles and portables, control systems,
telephone exchanges, antenna sites and diesel power supplies.

You might be responsible for a turnkey project, co-ordinating the efforts of a number of
specialists.

Systems Installation

As a Commissioning Engineer you'll test Radio Systems in the factory, then follow them
into the field to install and commission them anywhere in the world. You'll often travel
unaccompanied but if you're to be away more than 4 months your family will accompany you ;
all found, of course.

We are offering competitive salaries to men and women and the usual range of benefits
you getin a large and successful company including excellent relocation expenses and generous
holidays ; existing holiday arrangements will be honoured.

If you're already a Foreman or Sgt Technician we know you've had first-class training.
Join us, use your experience and grow with us. Start the ball rolling by contacting: Liz Gray,
Personnel Officer, Pye Telecommunications Ltd., Newmarket Road, Cambridge CB5 8PD.
Telephone no. Cambridge 61251 ext. 102.

Pye Telecom
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Fewer ads please

I have been reading SOLDIER for a
few years now and find it an excellent
magazine as it keeps us informed on
other branches in the Army and on
what is happening around us, so 68
pages for 25 pence is great value —
until you see that 25 pages are adver-
tisements.

I wouldn’t mind paying more for
SOLDIER if instead of all that adver-
tising we got more feature articles and
regular features. If you must have
adverts then stick them in SOLDIER
NEWS and keep this a good glossy. —
L/Cpl D Dunan, Command Troop,
HQ Squadron, Scots Dragoon
Guards, BFPO 16.

If only life were that ssimple Lance Cor-
poral Dunan. The fact is that without the
advertising you mention, SOLDIER’s

GENUINE
URPLUS

® BERETS

® COMBAT CLOTHING
® PARKAS

® BOOTS

® O.G. TROUSERS
® O.G. SHIRTS

® BRK/DRESS TROUSERS
® ‘58 WEBBING

®

RUCKSACKS
® WATER BOTTLES
‘Almost anything in genuine
govt surplus’

(S.A.E.) for catalogue please

SILVERMAN'S

(Department S)

2/8 Harford Street,
London, E.1.

Tel: 01-780 5257

Personal callers Mon.-Fri.

Nearest Tube — Mile End.
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price would have to more than double —
probably mreble — and we should have to
recruil more writers to fill all those extra
pages. The level of advertising in SOL-
DIER is no higher than in other
specialist magazines — indeed it is lower
than most — and the ads themselves
provide a service to many readers. As for
shifting them all to SOLDIER NEWS,
that would only create an editorial
imbalance in the paper and provoke even
greater indignation than you are now
voicing 1n the magazine.

What do other readers think? Do you
want a totally ad-free magazine? And
would you pay treble the current price for
it? — Ed.

GVC is fun too

I enjoy reading SOLDIER but I was
very disappointed when [ read the
article ‘Fall in Ms Cadet’ in your June
issue and the statement by one of the
girls who used to be in the Girls Ven-
ture Corps.

She is reported as saying: “We
learned First Aid there but now we are
working with guns and camping
equipment. There’s a lot of drill and
we learn discipline. And it’s fun”.

I am in the Girls Venture Corps and
enjoy it very much and I would like to
inform readers that the GVC do a lot
more than first aid. We have a wide
range of activities for which in turn we
can gain badges. These include rifle
shooting, drill, skiing, fire-fighting
and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
as well as camps and activities with the
ACF and ATC.

I would like to remind ex-GVC girls
who join the ACF to think before they
speak. — Cpl P Hobbs (GVC Unit
1290), 70 Stonechat Avenue, Heron
Park, Gloucester.

So girls are joining the Army Cadet
Force. Forty years ago I'd have been
all for it! Your article (June) mentions
problems in getting boots for the girls.
Couldn’t they wear WRAC shoes? —
R ] Shears, 51 Norwood Road,
Leicester.

Enlightening

As an ex-Conductor RAOC, I wish to
thank Conductor Penman (May) for
enlightening Academy Sergeant
Major Huggins on the status of Con-
ductors RAOC. Perhaps the said
ASM will now consider paying more
respect to his seniors. — Major

(OEO) A V Ward, RAOC (Retd),
“Tonanti’, 54 Shirley Road, Acocks
Green, Birmingham B27 7XH.

Capped

Mr Parrott (June) states that there is
only one regimental cap badge with a
tiger in it. This is incorrect. There
are, or were, three: The Royal Hamp-
shire Regiment, The Royal Leicester-
shire Regiment and The York and
Lancaster Regiment. In addition, the
collar badges of The Gordon Highlan-
ders are Royal tigers — D G Smith, 6
Riding Park, Hildenborough, Kent
TN11 9JB.

Cubs not tigers

So, Mr Parrott, you claim that your
old regiment, The Royal Hampshires,
are tigers. But compared to the real
tigers they are only cubs. Military his-
tory states that The Leicestershire
Regiment were awarded the Royal
Tiger of India and the inscription
Hindoostan on 25 June 1825 — a full
year before the Hampshires finished
their tour of India.

By the way, our tiger is surrounded
by an unbroken laurel wreath, itself
another battle honour, and not by a
cabbage which denotes the old saying
for your badge ‘the cat and the cab-
bage’ — deny it if you will. And when
the Minister of Defence realises his
error in misplacing The Royal Leices-
ters from the Army List we shall be
proud to say that we are the 17th
regiment and you, sir, may remain the
37th — J Bosworth, 17 County
Close, Market Harborough, Leices-
tershire.

Soldier’'s view

There has been much correspondence
of late concerning regimental iden-
tities and many calls for certain regi-
ments, such as The Leicestershires, to
be reformed. As a young serving sol-
dier may I put across my view?

My battalion, The Queen’s Own
Highlanders, was formed in 1961 by
an amalgamation of The Seaforth
Highlanders and The Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. However I
have no experience of these batta-
lions, only their present day succes-
sor. I do not believe that my battalion
suffers because it lacks a long tradi-
tion of its own. The Seaforths at
Imphal and the Camerons at Waterloo
are as much a part of the glory of the
Queen’s Own Highlanders as the bat-
talion’s first action in the Far East.
The regiment guards its inherited
traditions jealously and does not allow
one regiment’s traditions to over-
whelm the other’s.

The view held by many seems to be
that once a regiment is absorbed into a
‘new’ regiment it disappears. This is
not so. I feel sure that The Angliansare
as proud of their inherited traditions
as we in The Queen’s Own Highlan-
ders are. There is no need for all these
calls for old regiments to be reformed.
In the current economic climate we
can’t afford it; and not only that —
would the present day successors
want to disband and reform? Nowa-
days a battalion may recruit men from
all over the place so how can you
expect to form a battalion of Leices-
tershires if half the battalion come

from Birmingham? In the Scottish
Division we have many ‘highlanders’
from Glasgow, New Zealand,
Australia, Canada, and England.
(Especially Liverpool!)

I say that the present day battalions
are worthy, in the main, of remaining
as the guardians of inherited tradi-
tions and, as the Irish troubles con-
tinue, will go on making a good name
for themselves and their predecessors.
No battalion nowadays wants to dis-
band and go through all the hassle that
accompanied The Argylls disbanding
and reforming.

Anyway, if you are going to bring
back regiments on the lines of The
Manchester Regiment and The War-
wickshires, what about The Camero-
nians . . .? — L/Cpl D A Terron,
Queen’s Own Highlanders,
Attached HQ Company, Scottish
Infantry Depot, Glencorse Bar-
racks, Penicuik, Midlothian, EH26
ONP.

Anecdote plea

To assist me in writing the latest
volume of the RASC/RCT history,
I should like to hear from any readers
who have served with, or who have
any information about, the RASC/
RCT in Northern Ireland before
1970, particularly 26 Coy RASC, and
602 Coy RASC. Any anecdotes on
events, personalities or places would
be most appreciated. Documents and
photographs sent will be carefully
returned. — Major M F I Cubitt
MBE RCT, MPO MA4 RARDE,
Fort Halstead, Sevenoaks.

Reunion

The Royal Welch Fusiliers Com-
rades Association: Annual Reunion
and General Meeting will be held at
The Barracks, Wrexham, on 4 and 5
October 1980. Tickets and program-
mes available from branch secretaries,
or on application to the Secretary,
RWFCA, The Barracks, Caernarfon,
LL55 2DB, Gwynedd.

Kine Reunion: A lunch time buffet
has been arranged for Saturday
27 September 1980 at the Victory
Services Club (11.30-3.00pm,
tickets £5.50 each). Contact Mrs G K
Stapylton, 98 Paignton Avenue,
Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear, for full
details.

Battle of Britain: A concert to com-
memorate the 40th Anniversary will
be held at the Royal Festival Hall, on
Saturday, 25 October. Tickets will be
available from the Royal Festival Hall
box office, thirty days before Concert.

The Old Boys' Association is hold-
ing a reurion from 31 October to 2
November 1980. This will be the last
reunion to be held in the old build®
ings before the College moves to its
new location. Full details can be -
obtained from the Honorary Secret- .
ary OBA at the College. All former
apprentices and members of staff are
cordially invited. H E Shaw, Army
Apprentices College, Arborfield
Camp, Reading, RG2 9N]J.

The Dorset Regiment Association
Annual Reunion will be held at TA
Centre, Prewbury Road, Dorchester
on Saturday 6 September 1980.
Details from the Secretary, The
Keep, Dorchester, Dorset.




The RASC/RCT Association is
holding a rally at the Royal Albert
Hall on Saturday, 25 October 1980,
doors opening at 1800 hours. After a
short service there will be a display
by massed bands followed by a
civilian cabaret and dancing. Tickets
and further information can be
obtained from the Controller,
RASC/RCT Association, C Block,
Clayton Barracks, Aldershot, Hants,
GU11 2BX.

The Annual Reunion of the Prince
of Wales’s Own Regiment of York-
shire. and The West Yorkshire
Regiment and White Horse Ball will
be held at the TA Centre, Collier-
gate, York on Saturday, 11 October
1980. Details from the Secretary,
PWO and West Yorkshire Regimen-
tal Association, Imphal Barracks,
York, YO1 4HD.

The Loyal Regiment (North Lanca-
shire) London Branch Regimental
Reunion Dinner, 30 August 1980,
Victory Services Club, 63/79
Seymour St, Marble Arch, London.
Tickets £4.75. Details from Secret-
ary, M Ryan MSM, 18 North Drive,
AERE, Harwell, Didcot, Oxon,
0OX11 OPE.

How observant are

YOU? (see page 27)

The rwo pictures differ in the following
respects: Bird on window; artis’s eye-
brow; brushes in artist’s pocket; angle of
artist’s right foot; painted man’s little
finger; right mountain peak on small
picture; right curve of arust’'s palette;
height of picture on far left wall; curve

of painted man’s collar; top of ‘S’ on
wall poster.

Competition

The sporting teasers thought up by
Soldier’s photographic department
(261) attracted a rather smaller entry
than usual — obviously everyone
found them quite difficult for there
was only one correct entry. There
were four near misses, however, and
they have been awarded the
runners-up prizes.

The correct answers were: Tennis
racquet press; golfing iron; 5 kilo
weight; rugby ball; demand valve
connection to air cylinder; boxing
glove; fencing mask; ping-pong bat;
shuttlecock; football boots; skipping
rope; vaulting horse.

1 Miss Susanna Gibbs
Ditchling
5 St Anne’s Avenue
Penarth
S Glamorgan

2 Pte Hagley and Pte Lewis
clo Security Section
3 BAD (RAOC)
BFPO 40

3 Spr S Waite
38 (Berlin) Fd Sqgn RE
BFPO 45
4 Sgt Davidson
ACC ATT 2 Royal Anglian Regt
BFPO 45
5§ Mr A Hernon
75 Kestrel C 1'055’
Tidworth
Hants

Collectors’ corner

A E Myarut, 11 Larchwood Close,
Heswall, Wirral, Merseyside, L6l
6YH. Wishes to purchase in any condi-
tion copies of ‘The Household Brigade
Magazine’, ‘The Guards Magazine’
and each guards regiment’s own regi-
mental magazines.

R Picton, 40 Maendu Toe, Brecon,
Powys, LD3 9HH. Would like the
following journals of the South Wales
Borderers to complete his collection. Nos
1, April 1932; 2 Oct 1932; 57, May

. 1960.

R Sharpe, 13 Deepdene, Potters Bar,
Herts. Wants copies of the journal ‘The
Old Contemptible’. Also any material
relating 10 the Retreat from Mons,
1914.

. Burma Star Assn (Slough, Eton and

Windsor Branch) require to buy, bor-
row or hire any militaria, particularly
Fapanese. Please contact ¥ R Allan,
Pemberton Lodge, Cheapside, Ascot.

D Edwards, 8 Clos Fforddisa, Presta-
tyn, Clwyd. Seeks the following items
and has similar for exchange: HPC’s,
Bakelite cap badges, trade and skill-
at-arms badges, formation signs. Also
wants old clothing regulations, books,
elc referring 1o issue of skill-at-arms
badges. Also photos of soldiers wearing
same.

John F Sukey, 8951 E Old Spanish
Trail, Tucson, Arizona 85710, USA.
Needs to purchase a copy of ‘The Lee-
Enfield Rifle by Major E G B
Reynolds. Would also be interested in
corresponding with any RA members or
collectors.

Jan Kopta, Cerveny Ujezd 188, 273
51 Unhost, okr Praha-Zapad,
Czechoslovakia. Czechoslovakia
military badges collector offers military
badges — Czechoslovakia, Soviet,
Hungary, DDR — and is interested in
Air Force metal wings and army
badges.

Mr A W Rowlinson, 21 Gadlas Road,
Llysfaen, Colwyn Bay, LL29 8TD.
Has for sale: Snare drums, cymbals,
drumsticks, bass drum, fifes, bass drum
sticks, arm music card holders, drum
slings, plastic batter heads, web belts,
buff belts, knee aprons, drag ropes, bass
drum harness buff, Sam Browne belt,
sgts sash, secondhand but most n very
good condition.

Mr W A Robinson, 50 Church St,
Bingley, Yorks. Would like to pur-
chase a copy of ‘The Regiments Depart’
by Gregory Blaxland in good condition.

Mr G Goodman, 227 Watson St,
Suite C, Monterey, CA 93930, USA.
Is interested in obtaining current army
training aids such as full scale inert
training replicas of LIAI rifles, L2A1
grenades, L4Al Brens, GPMG and
Blowpipe. Also desires large scale
(approx 1/25 scale) training aid models
of current Army of the Rhine fighting
vehicles and weapons. Bofors L70, FV
432 family, Scorpion family and rapier.
All items must be honestly obtained.
Will buy or trade. Would also like to be
contacted by someone with a VHS vid-
eocassette recorder. Would like to trade
‘Walter Cronkite and Stxty Minutes for
The World at Nine O’Clock’ and other

projects.

In this regular feature SOLDIER keeps you up-to-date an*?’
tattoos, open days, exhibitions, at homes, Army displays and |
similar occasions on which the public is welcome to see the

Army’s men and equipment. Amendments and additions to
preuonshmmmdlcatedmboldtype , f

SOLDIER is not always notified of alterations and cancella-
tions. Readers are advised to check with the organisers.

See-the-Army

AUGUST 1980

1 Southsea Show (1-3 August).

2 Lord Mayor’s Parade, Cardiff (Bands).

2 Newport Military Show (2-3 August) (Bands).

3 h:llhtary Vehicle and Fire Engine Display, Duxford, Clmbndse-
shire.

3 Cleethorpes Show (RA Parachute Team).

6 Bingley (Yorkshire) Show.

6 Poole Hospital Gala,

6 Bakewell (Derbyshire) Show (6-7 August) (RA Motorcycles).

7 North Yorkshire County Show.

9 Lord Mayor’s Show, Stoke (Band, 1 Staffords).

10 V] Parade, Windsor Castle. Burma Star Assn., Slough, Eton and
Windsor Branch.

13 Edinburgh Tattoo (13 August-6 September) (Massed Bmda and
Pipes, Royal Guard Regiment of Ruler of Oman, State University
Band of Long Beach).

14 Grand Concert, Kneller Hall

15 Reading Show (15-16 August) (Band, 1 Staﬂbrds)

15 Shrewsbury Flower Show (15-16 Augun) (White Helmets, Life
Guards, Coldstream Guards, RCT Bands, Flying Bugles, RN Dis-
play Team). %

16 Darlington Show.

16 Hartlepool Show (16-17 August).

16 Skegness Carnival (16-22 Ausust)

17 Fokestone Leas Bandstand, Concert by Band, 1 Staffords.

18 Doncaster Horse Show. ;

20 Cmmer Carnival, Norfolk (Iad Devils, White Helmets, Bands.

Red Arrows).
22 GLC Horse Show (22-25 August) (Coldm Gds Band).
23 l}‘:-!pr&c St)enm, Peterborough (23-25 August) (Red Caps, White
elmets -
23 Town & Country Festival, Stoneleigh (23-25 August) (Bmd. M
Motorcycles, RGJ Frccfall)
23 Expo 80, Birchington, Kent (23-25 August).
25 City of Leicester Show (25-26 August) (Band, RGI Freefall).
25 Walsall Show (25-26 August) (White Helmets).
25 Madesfield Show (Worcs) (RA Parachute team).
26 Leeds Gala. .
27 St Albans City Carnival (Red Devils).
27 Bristol Flower Show (27-29 August).
30 Wensleydale Show.
30 Holkham Game Fair (30-31 A e

3() Sheffield Show (30-31 August) Motorcyles).
SEPTEMBER 1980 ;
5 International Air Tattoo, Newbury (5-7 September). 3

6 Harley Show.
6 Keighley Show.
6 Seaham Show (6-7 September).
6 Guildford Town Show (6-7 September).
13 Luton Musical Pageant (Massed Bands).
15 Newcastle upon Tyne 900 (15-20 Septembe
17 HMS Vernon Searchlight Tattoo, Pommouth (17-20 September)
(RA Motorcycles). .
18 Thame Show (RG] Freefall).
18 Hove Town Hall, Concert by Bands, 1 and 3 Queens.
18 Final Gala Conn:n, Kneller Hall.
19 Army Display, Wales (19-21 September) (Band, White Helmets,
Red Caps, Red Devils).
20 Stokelsey Show.
29 Folkestone Leas Cliff Hall, Concert by Bands, 1 and 3 Queens.
OCTOBER 1980
11 Army Motorcycling Championships, UK (11-12 October).
12 Southampton Guildhall, Concert by Band, Royal Signals.
25 Oﬁmber) Roadmaster Army Driving Championships UK (25-26
ctol
NOVEMBER 1980
7 Festival of Remembrance, Royal Albert Hall (7-8 Nevembet)
(Massed Bands, Gds Division).
9 Cenotaph, Service of Remiembrance (Massed Bands, Gds Division ).
9 Welsh National Servicé of Remembrance, Cardiff,
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THESE WELL KNOWN SETS OF MILITARY
UNIFORM CIGARETTE CARDS WERE
ISSUED WITH PLAYERS CIGARETTES IN
THE LATE 1930°S......... NOW TODAY
COMPLETE SETS ARE MUCH SOUGHT
AFTER BY COLLECTORS AND UNIFORM
ENTHUSIASTS AS FINE EXAMPLES OF
MILITARY ART BY LANCE CATTERMOLE —
NOW IN HIS EIGHTIES.

PAIR OF
PRINTS

£1:75

INCLUSIVE
OF P/PACK.
IN UK/BFPO

ORDERS WITH CORRECT " REMITTANCE TO-—
SOLDIER PRINT SOCIETY,

1 HIGH STREET, WORTHING,
WEST SUSSEX BN11 1NZ.

THE ARTIST — LANCE CATTER-
MOLE —
now lives in Worthing and still paints
every day. These new works were spe-
cially commissioned by
SOLDIER PRINT SOCIETY
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Legend denied

‘Dunkirk: The Storms of War' (Fohn
Hamis)

John Harris is better known as a
novelist than as a military historian,
and has already published a novel
about Dunkirk. So it is in character
that he claims this book does not
attempt to cover the whole story but
to give a broad view concentrating on
the “sound and the feel and the
smell”. Accepted. But to understand
any account of the campaign, includ-
ing Mr Harris’s, one needs to know
something of its geography and the
situation of the armies. Yet Mr Harris
denies us even one map, or a chart of
those perilous evacuation sea routes
he describes.

That apart, one can have little com-
plaint about this clear and moving
account of the campaign. It owes
much to scores of crisp little anecdotes

= .

and the description of personalities.
There was a brigadier who offered £5
to anvone who shot down a Stuka; a
doctor who diagnosed his own indi-
gestion as due to fright; a Royal Air
Force pilot who was shot at by British
troops as he parachuted down and
complained of their poor marksman-
ship because they missed him.

There was the unflappable Harold
Alexander arriving at Dunkirk on a
bicycle to take command, later tour-
ing his hard-pressed perimeter in a
large staff-car, and finally accepting
the War Minister’s congratulations on
getting so many troops away with,
“We weren't pressed, you know”.
There too was Brian Horrocks, a
battalion commander for 17 fight-
ing days, then a very temporary
brigadier, but really enjoying himself
manning an anti-aircraft machine-gun
on his evacuation boat.

Mr Harris stamps firmly on the
legend that the British Expeditionary
Force was rescued by hundreds of
amateur yachtsmen. The evacuation,
he says, was the result of foresight and
planning. Despite the splendid help
of civilians, most troops were rescued
by Navy-manned vessels and most of
the civilians who took part were pro-
fessional seamen.

What a pity. We've always liked
that legend, haven't we?

Dawvid and Charles, Brunel House,
Newton Abbot, Devon, £6.50 RLE

Raid by committee

‘Dieppe 1942’ (Ronald Atkin)
The Dieppe raid was a disaster. It was
planned by “a large and somewhat
indefinitely composed committee”, a
case of too many cooks spoiling the
broth. No single commander was
responsible for carrying it out, but the
Canadian Major-General Hamilton
Roberts, the military force comman-
der, was made the scapegoat. One his-
torian remarked that if the Emperor
Napoleon had been in command off
the beaches he could not have done
very much more, apart from cutting
his losses sooner. The only really suc-
cessful part of the raid was the attack
by Lord Lovat’s No. 4 Commando on
a German battery west of the town.
The 5000 Canadian troops who
took part were inexperienced and
inadequately trained; they suffered
3367 casualties including 906 killed.

#-;

Mr Atkin’s account of the raid is
strengthened by numerous survivors’
tales which bring out the wasted gal-
lantry and illustrate the impossible
conditions under which the Cana-
dians landed. Thus it is hard to pic-
ture the hail of fire over the beaches,
but the commander of one small land-
ing craft quantifies it by recounting
the 50 bullet holes in his ship’s White
Ensign. Not surprisingly, the Cana-

dians suspected the Germans had
foreknowledge of the landings.

Many men were hit repeatedly.
One who survived no less than 23
wounds tells how he failed o get
through the security gate check at
Calgary airport in 1977: “The buzzer
sounded every time [ walked through.
It was the shrapnel still in my back-
side”.

One purpose of the raid was to get
information about German defences
for use in planning the eventual in-
vasion of Europe. Earl Mountbatten
maintained that it succeeded and the
Battle of Normandy was won on the
beaches of Dieppe. Field-Marshal
Montgomery, who had something to
do with the early, but not the final,
planning, said the information and
experience could have been obtained
without losing so many magnificent
Canadian soldiers.

Macmillan, 4 Litle Essex St, London
WC2ZR 3LF, £6.95 RLE

‘Old Picton’

‘Peninsular General’ (Frederick Myatt)
Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas
Picton was a difficult subject for his
biographer. Like many of Welling-
ton’s senior officers, he sometimes let
off steam in letters home and (to the
Commander-in-Chief’s chagrin) some
of them found their way into public
print. But no collection of his letters
exists. He kept no diary and, because
he did not marry, there are no family
documents to help.

With such a lack of personal mate-
rial to work on, Major Myatt deserves
credit for conveying such a good pic-
ture of his subject.

Picton was big, energetic, quick-
tempered and foul-mouthed. No
woman features in his story, though
he liked women, except one whom he
may never have met face to face.
When, as a colonel, he was governor

PENINSULAR
GENERAL

Sir Thomas Picton 17581

of Trinidad he agreed to the mild tor-
turing of Luise Calderon to obrain
evidence of her partner in a robbery.
He was entitled to do so according to
the Spanish law under which, his
orders said, he was to govern the
territory. His detractors brought
charges against him and for six years
legal proceedings, and the publicity
of a notorious trial, dragged on before
he was cleared.

Picton had seen little action or
command, but eleven years on half-
pay, when he took command of the
Third Division in Spain. ‘Old Picton’
was respected for his victories but not
liked in his Division, especially by the
88th (Connaught Rangers) whose
fighting ability he admired as much as
they did his, but whose indiscipline
off parade incensed him. They felt he
denied them credit for good work in
action and their officers were the only
ones who refused to subscribe to a gift
when he left the Division after four
years.

After the Peninsula, he went back
to life as a country gentleman but
quickly got back into harness for the
Waterloo campaign. He was wounded
at Quatre Bras but concealed the fact
and was killed at Waterloo two days
later.

David and Charles, Brunel House,
Newton Abbot, Devon, £9.50 RLE

In enemy hands

‘The Lonely Path To Freedom’ (Derek
Thrower)

Sergeant Thrower, RAF bomber-
pilot, was having a soft time in a
French prisoner-of-war hospital, pre-
tending to be ill, when a German gen-
eral arrived and questioned him about
his part in bombing raids, particularly
on Berlin. The pilot cheerfully exagg-
erated his experiences and the con-
firmation of successful raids. A little
later he was told that the general’s
family had perished in an RAF raid on
Berlin. The following day the author
was out of his cushy billet.

It was only one of the incidents
which earned him a reputation as a
trouble-maker and which he reports
simply and modestly. He escaped
twice, became involved in a tunnel-
ling project, and if there was any
chance of defying and annoying the
Germans he took it. Bomber crews
were hated in Germany and retaliation
was sometimes brutal. Once he was
put in front of a firing squad. But he
finally escaped again as Germany was
breaking up and he was being
marched towards the Baltic, this time
to lie-up dangerously until British
tanks arrived.

Robert Hale, Clerkenwell House, Cler-
kenwell Green, London ECIR OHT —
£5.25 RLE

YOUR FUTURE WHEN YOU LEAVE THE ARMY

Interested in a worthwhile second career as a representative
with excellent salary, commission and prospects?

If so, contact the Personnel Officer:

WINDSOR LIFE
ROYAL ALBERT HOUSE, WINDSOR, BERKS

SAVE
£LEL’S
TODAY!

T-SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS

Best quality, best buys. Your design
of badge, slogan, symbol, etc. —
superbly produced.
The Sussex T-Shirt Company
FREEPOST, Littleham

COLOUR GUIDE TO
PRINTED
AND EMBROIDERED

pton, W. Sussex, BN17 5BR
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(
' TALBOT MILITARY SALES

TALBOT (A DIVISION OF RANGERS GARAGES DURRINGTON)

THE NEW SPIRIT OF MOTORING IS HERE!

ALBOT

TAX FREE EXPORT Saloons, hatchbacks and
estates for immediate deliv-
ery.

NAAFI FINANCE From 10% deposit and up to
48 months repayments.

PART EXCHANGE Excellent prices paid, use
your own car until you take
delivery of your new one.

AFTER SALES 12 months unlimited mileage
warranty plus the “‘extra care
policy’” valid UK and Ger-
many, with over 600 Talbot
dealers and service agents in
Germany. Talbot represents
value for money in any lan-
guage.

Tax paid and used cars also available.

For further information on the Talbot range post
coupon to:

RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES
I 5A THE ARCADE, EARLS COURT RD, AMESBURY, WILTS.
TEL AMESBURY 23724 OR DURRINGTON WALLS 52246

| Part exchange: model ......c...o0vieiininn. year......
' e R COIOUE ., ... e s lhd O rhd O

' NEW VEHICLE REQUIRED: ... ...inveisnviiiniiiniinans 52

Wear this superb

(2 OMEGA

for only £16.90
using
PRESTONS
INTEREST-FREE
CREDIT OFFER

It’'s the new multi-function

Memomaster

.. and it can be on your wrist for only £16.90
deposit. You then complete the balance in 9
monthly payments of £16.90. Remember, your
total payment is just £169 - the same as the cash
price because Prestons do not charge a penny
extra for credit spread over a deposit and
9 months.

Quartz Accuracy plus OMEGA

Freeze and Shock Tests

Quartz action gives accuracy to around 60
seconds a year - and OMEGA Quartz timers are
subjected to extra sample testing that includes
freezing them to 10°C below freezing point and
battering them with shocks 5.000 times the force
of gravity. So why buy a Quartz when you can
buy an OMEGA Quartz?

Super-Clear Read-Out plus Total

Calendar Function

The Liguid Crystal Display gives you a crisp, clear 6-digit read-out with screen
illumination so you can see it in the dark. The multiple calendar function displays
hour, minute, second as well as the date and day of the weelk. And the battery normally
lasts for 2 years!

Interval Timing and Audible Alarm Signal

Your Memomaster can be preset to count down any interval between 1 minute and
12 hours. It's signalled by the alarm which can also be preset for any time in 24 hours
The alarm sounds for 30 seconds

It even reminds you of your wife’s birthday!

You can preset any date and when it is reached the arrow display will flash a
reminder. So you don't have to worry about forgetting that business appointment or
family occasion

All these superb advantages in one beautiful watch set in a stainless steel case with
matching bracelet!

Direct to you from one of Britain’s Biggest Jewellers

Your OMEGA comes to you from the direct mail division of one of Britain’s
biggest jewellers. What's more, Prestons have been authorised OMEGA suppliers for
over 30 years. And every watch carries the full OMEGA Guarantee

Why pay Cash or Interest Charges up to 50% when you can
enjoy Credit at Cash Prices?

Take advantage of Prestons Interest-Free Credit and enjoy the privilege of spreading
your payments while at the same time paying jonly the cash price. It's the fastest, easiest
way to own one of today's finest watches

ORDER YOUR MEMOMASTER NOW OR SEND FOR FREE FOLIO OF
OMEGA TIMERS

Prestons Timer Division, Capitol House, Churchgate, Bolton,
Lancs. BL] ILY. Reg. in England No. 541349,

N . S N B S S B P B . —1

FREEPOST TODAY. NO STAMP NEEDED

To: Prestons Timer Division, FREEPOST, Bolton BL11YY. Reg. in England No. 541349 I

Please send me ST 3820801 (Memomaster). | enclose cheque/postal order crossed g o
I D and made payable to Prestons Timer Division, value £16,90 (1/10th of full purchase I
price) as deposit. Allow 21 days for delivery.
I Please send me FREE full colour folio, replicas and details of INTEREST-FREE I
D CREDIT, without obligation

I Tick as applicable
Mr/Mrs/Miss ] 4 e I
Block capitals please)
Address o I
Post code A I
1C) bstohis TMER DIVISION |

Telephone: Bolton (0204) 23188 Sonas0

L_--—___--_--_

60




THE BAIRNS

The tiny Highland hamlet of Tartanburn
consists of seven families who between them
have twenty-nine children. The largest
families are the MacLeods and the McAl-
pins each with six children; the McQueens
have five (three boys and two girls); the
MacLeans and the MacGregors four each;
the MacPhersons three; the MacDonalds
only one.

With the exception of the MacLeans who
have a bonny pair of twins no family has two
children of the same age. Thirteen of the
children are not yet of school age (five) and
none of the children is over eighteen.
Further, no family has a child aged ten.

Young Margaret MacDonald is seven
times as old as wee Flora MacLeod whose
age is a sixth of that of Gordop MacPherson,

TAMILY |V or (HILTREN

AGES (VOUNGEST FIRST)

Mec[EODS SIX

MCALPINS SIX

McQUEENS | FIVE

MacLEANS | FOUR

Mec6REGIRS | FOUR

MocPRSONS | THREE

MxDWALDS | ONE

up the British Army.

NLA Tower, 12-16 Addiscombe
Road, Croydon CR9 2DR.

Hill Samuel Lifes History of Military Elites

WHEN YOU LEAVE THE ARMY, JOIN
ANOTHER DISTINGUISHED TEAM

The Brigade of Guards is one of the world’s most
famous military elites. It servesas a personal body guard o
the sovereign, and can expand into special units as
required. It is just one of the elite groups that goes to make

If you're leaving the services, whatever your rank,
you may qualify to join one of the elites in a very different
field — Personal Financial Planning. And earn an income
that could exceed £9,000 in your first year alone.

You won't be L‘XP{'C[L‘d to wear a bearskin or carrya
bayonet. But you will be fully armed by a first-class training
—and the knowledge that the financial plan you're offering
are backed by the reputation of a well known company,
which is part of a major international group.

If you have drive, enthusiasm and the ability to
inspire confidence in others, contact us at the double: Ring
Terry Fielding-Smith on 01-686 4355 or write to Paddy Ross
Marketing Director, Hill Samuel Life Assurance,

—_—

|

..1‘1

Hill Samuel Life Assurance lelt
A Force'lo Be Reckoned With.

R R R R

COMPETITION 265

R N N R R R

ssssssmen o
sessssmeaw

while Fiona, the eldest of the MacLean
children is only a year younger than Mar-
garet MacDonald.

Iain MacGregor is very keen on arithmetic
and one day discovered the surprising fact
that the squares of the ages of the children of
each of the seven families all came to the
same total. If the eldest child of the Mac-
Leods is older than the eldest child of the
McAlpins and the eldest of the MacGregor
children is younger than the eldest of the
young MacLeans what are the ages of the
children in each family?

The closing date for the competition is
Monday 6 October. The answers and win-
ners’ names will appear in the December
SOLDIER. More than one entry can be
submitted but each must be accompanied by
a ‘Competition 265’ label. Winners will be
drawn by lots from correct entries. Entries
using OHMS envelopes or pre-paid labels
will be disqualified.

Send your answers by postcard or letter
with the ‘Competition 265’ label from this
page and your name and address to:

Editor
SOLDIER
Ordnance Road
Aldershot
Hants

GUl11 2DU

1 E15

2 f£10

3 £5

4-5 £3

6-7 Two books

8 SOLDIER free for
SiX months
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tomgoN &
EXERCISE? \o Ve

WHYNOTGE =~ /A
US A CALL?

WE CAN TAKE CARE OF YOUR DEFCIENCIES!
DENIMS - BOOTS - SOCKS - BERETS - COMPASSES - NYLON

WATERPROOFS - CAM CREAM - FACE VEILS ETC.

SEND SAE OR INT. POSTAL COUPON FOR EXTENSIVE LIST
TO:- MISS D. J. NICHOLLS, MAIL ORDER DEPT., 'HENRY
DU BORA’, 20 WELLINGTON ST, ALDERSHOT, HANTS
GU111DZ, UK, OR TELEPHONE US ON ALDERSHOT 22668.

Stationed in ALDERSHOT?
Going Overseas?

Then go with a tax free OPEL

* Low cost HP — 10% deposit

* Up to 4 years to pay — generous discounts
* Part-exchange welcome

Call for a test drive — select your car — we as
the professionals do the rest.
Longfield Garages Ltd.

Birchett Road, ALDERSHOT.
Phone 29121

HOWELL’S SCHOOL

DENBIGH, CLWYD 074 571 3631
Founded 1859

Independent Boarding School for girls aged 8-18.
400 pupils, 50 staff.

Non-denominational
Sixth Form House
Sports Hall

Small Classes

Music Wing

Computer Link
Extensive Laboratories
Preparatory Dept.

HAHHIIIHIRKHIIIIIAHIINR

The Governors are pleased to announce that from
September 1980 the School will offer a number of
Bursaries to children of Service families worth £300
p.a. in the Main School and £150 p.a. in the Prepara-
tory Department. g

For further details contact the Headmistress.

T=-SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS
PRINTED TO YOUR OWN DESIGN
BY PROFESSIONAL
SILK SCREEN PRINTERS

¥ Free Art service

¥ Minimum Quantity

— only 12 Shirts per design
¥ Unbeatable Value

+ World Wide service

Proemior
‘N~ Shives

¥ Send for your FREE

Information Brochure
and Price List

PREMIER T-SHIRTS Dept. SLD Freepost
Bowthorpe Norwich NR5 9BR Tel: (0603) 745018

NAME & RANK SLD
ADDRESS

(CAPITAL LETTERS PLEASE] |
| NO POSTAGE STAMP NECCESSARY-WE PAY THE POSTAGE |
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