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The Highlanders and 1 R Anglian in Northern Ireland
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Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes
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KNITE LINK LIGHT SYSTEM

Aireshelta’s revolutionary new lighting system 110V, 220V or 240V, 36 watt compact fluorescent
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption.
Each lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light output is better than a 500 watt Tungsten equivalent,
with up to 50% more usable light and up to 20% larger footprint than any other similar system. It is
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5000 hours of life.

TELEPHONE: 44 01484 646559 FACSIMILE: 44 01484 644450
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Lt Col Mark Rayner (left), CO 1 PWRR, WO2 (CSM) David Neal and WO2 Alan Appleby lead their troops

aboard an aircraft for their deployment to the border of trouble-torn Zaire

Rescue team on
standby in Zaire

BRITISH soldiers, working with the Royal Air Force and Royal
Marines, were poised to rescue United Kingdom nationals from Zaire,
should the civil war threaten several hundred foreigners who live in or
near the capital, Kinshasa.

The deployment of a 206-
strong force, based on the 1st
Battalion, The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment, and
including a company of
Gurkhas and support elements
from 5 Airborne Brigade, is the
latest stage of a British mission
code-named Operation Deter-
minant.

Soldiers of 1 PWRR have set
up their main base in Libre-
ville, Gabon, and half the force
has joined Royal Marines in
the Congolese town of Braz-
zaville, which will be the
launching pad for an air- and
boat-borne rescue if the situa-
tion in Zaire deteriorates.

Marines, under Brig Julian
Thomson, and equipped with
two hovercraft and several
Rigid Raider boats, deployed
to Brazzaville several weeks
before the arrival of the Tigers.
The craft are considered ideal
for use on the two mile-wide
river that forms the frontier
between Zaire and the Congo.

RAF C130 Hercules aircraft
have also been deployed to
Libreville to fly evacuees back
to Britain if necessary. RAF
Pumas are also standing by.

Lt Col Mark Rayner, CO 1
PWRR, said: “We are poised to
moved quickly into Kinshasa
and secure assembly areas for

Gunners storm desert

FOR the sixth year in a row, sol-
diers from Thorney Island-
based 47 Regiment RA beat the
heat, and some of America’'s
toughest troops, to win the
Bataan Memorial Death March.

Twenty-four men and women
from 47 Regt crossed 26 miles
of New Mexico desert to retain
the title.

The endurance test is held in

memory of those who died on a
forced march ordered by the
Japanese during the Second
World War. Of 80,000 American
and Filipino prisoners-of-war,
only 60,000 survived the march
through the Philippines.

The gunners were up against
1,500 troops from around the
world, including élite soldiers
from US Special Forces.

British nationals if they need to
be evacuated.

“From there, we will be able
to get them to the security of
Brazzaville. We will be able to
complete the assistance by
securing and helping those
who are in isolated areas.”

It may be necessary to evac-
uate up to 500 British and
Commonwealth citizens, and
500 citizens of other European
countries.

Operating in a country
where law and order has large-
ly broken down has obvious
dangers, but a programme of
inoculations against disease
should reduce health risks.

Army  spokesman  Paul
Sykes, with 1 PWRR in the
Congo, said the biggest chal-
lenge faced by the troops had
been adjusting to the climate.

As Soldier went to press,
efforts to secure peace in Zaire
had been stepped up. British
citizens were being urged to
leave by normal routes.

The troops have been exer-
cising their boat and helicopter
skills.
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I¥ You're Buying
Don't Sell...

When vehicles are part exchanged, 'the
trade' work on the principle that "There's

only so much in a deal" - a good new car
discount means less money for your old one and
vice versa.
Fortunately, with Natocars you get no vice and
plenty of versa! We take any car and our straight
dealing gives you the choice of over 1000
models from eleven makes, with our discounted
prices published 'up front' in our comprehensive
buying guide.
We then offer the best trade-in price based on
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German
take-away
for Hong
Kong Brits

PLANS have been made for
the 800 British Garrison per-
sonnel who will be in Hong
Kong for the final eight days
before the handover to the
Chinese on July 1 to be fed
meals provided by a German
airline company.

A  contract placed with
Lufthansa Sky Chefs, which
provides the RAF and BA with
in-flight food, will allow the
deep-clean of military kitchens
so that the People’s Liberation
Army can take them over in
spotless condition.

Larger-than-average, squad-
die-friendly, British-style meals
will be produced in bulk and
taken hot in insulated contain-
ers to two barrack locations.

By mid-May the British Gar-
rison had become a “lean,
mean” outfit of about 1,500
unaccompanied personnel.

All remaining families were
repatriated during March and
the ever-diminishing garrison
is now spread thinly at Prince
of Wales Barracks, Stonecut-
ters Island, Kai Tak Airport
and Osborn Barracks, Kowloon.

All of these, except the air-
port, will be handed over to the
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army. Maj Gen Bryan Dutton,
CBF Hong Kong, told Soldier
the process of preparing the
PLA for the transfer of defence
responsibility was going well,

@® Don’t miss our two June
issues, which will mark the
British farewell to Hong Kong
in style. Special sections will
include the recollections of
readers who served there.

In the picture

WINNER of a class sponsored
by Soldier in the Army Photo-
graphic Competition will get
plenty of exposure for his or
her work. The image will be
used on the official 1998 Army
wall planner.

To run from May to October,
the competition is open to all
Regular and TA members,
cadets and Army-employed
civilians. Watch out for details.

e

Lifting the lid on their success: Soldiers of Heb-
burn-based 17 (Durham) Company, 4th (Volunteer)
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, after winning
the Exercise Martial Merlin military skills competi-

tion, the largest such competition for the Territori-
al Army. While preparing for Martial Merlin the
paras gave first aid at two road traffic accidents,
extinguishing a burning car at one of them.

Driver error ruled out in

Bosnia

AN INQUIRY ordered by the
Ministry  of Defence has
returned a verdict of accidental
death in the case of four sol-
diers killed when their Saxon
vehicles were involved in sepa-
rate accidents while on patrol
in Bosnia.

The ruling overturns a previ-
ous inquiry that blamed driver-
error, and followed protests by
the families of the dead drivers.

Both accidents occurred in
September 1994 near Gorazde.
In the first, Pte Benjamin
Hinton RGBW was driving a
Saxon personnel carrier when
it rolled off a narrow mountain
track. He was killed, and four

- New ministerial team -

NEW Defence  Secretary
George Robertson, appointed
on May 3, said the Government
would “ensure as strong and
effective a defence of our
country as any government
ever has”.

Mr Robertson, who was
born in 1946, is a Scot. He was
educated at Dunoon Grammar
School and Dundee Universi-

other soldiers were injured.
Three days later, a second
patrol from the regiment was
involved in a similar incident.
The driver, Pte Martin
Dowdell, and two passengers,
Ptes Christopher Turner and
Phillip Armstrong, were killed.
Other soldiers were injured.
The MoD appointed Brig
Peter Currie, Director of Per-
sonnel Services (Army), to
review the evidence and con-
clusions of the initial enquiry.
He concluded there was no
categorical evidence that the
accidents were the fault of the
drivers, and that no blame
should be attached to Ptes

ty, before becoming a Labour
Member of Parliament in 1978.

MoD’s three new junior min-
isters are Dr John Reid (Armed
Forces), Lord Gilbert {Procure-
ment), who served as a junior
Defence minister during the
Wilson administration, and
John Spellar, appointed Parlia-
mentary Under-Secretary of
State.

Saxon crashes

Hinton and Dowdell. He said
it was not possible to establish
the causes of the accidents and
“open  conclusions”  were
therefore appropriate.

Brig Currie also found that
Saxon vehicles were suitable
for use in the mountains of
Bosnia, and that no fault could
be attached to the chain of
command.

He noted with concern that
members of the initial inquiry
had been required to apportion
blame, making it impossible
for them to return an open ver-
dict, and recommended that
future inquiries have no such
limitation. The MoD has
accepted this and a review of
the system is under way.

@ E-MAIL extended: The Army's
Unit Computing Team (UNICOM) at
Worthy Down, which has provided
an E-mail facility since 1994, has
been enhanced to allow users on
one system to E-mail those on other
UNICOM systems.

ts service is available to more
than 20,000 Servicemen across the
UK and Germany, and will eventu-
ally be accessible worldwide.
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CHINOOK helicopters joined
C Squadron, The Blues and
Royals for an exercise on Salis-
bury Plain last month as part of
the work-up phase for Exercise
Union Gallop, a tactical
engagement simulation exer-

cise (TESEX). The House-
hold Cavalry, 3 (UK) Divi-
sion’s recce regiment, trialled a
new concept in deep battle,
involving penetration of the
enemy front line to report back
on weaknesses in rear areas.

Reconnaissance unit deploys on Plain

Training with two Chinooks
from RAF Odiham provided
the recce unit with a rare
chance to rehearse crucial ele-
ments of resupply, casualty
evacuation and movement of
vehicles.

...

What the papers have been saying

Animals

galore

TWO goats, an antelope, a ram
and a ferret are among animals
on the Army’s register of 2,292
animals. Most are dogs and
horses. The more obscure ones
are kept as regimental mascots.
= Daily Mail

J Novelist Dame Catherine
Cookson has donated £50,000
to fund an independent study
into illnesses suffered by ex-
Servicemen  involved  with
nuclear tests. — Times

0 An SAS bug planted in a
crucifix led to the storming of the
Lima embassy and the freeing
of 72 hostages. — Daily Mirror

Picture: Terry Champion
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ses of The King's Troop on parade before the Queen in Regent'’s Park

J The most comprehensive
review of US defences since the

ro

Golden jubilee pride: Men and hor

bl d

Horse gunners
mark 50 years
as King’s Troop

REGENT’S PARK, London,
echoed to the sound of gallop-
ing hooves and horse-drawn
artillery when The King’s
Troop, Royal Horse Artillery,
celebrated its golden jubilee in
the presence of the Queen on
April 30.

The Queen inspected six of
the Troop’s gun detachments
before the riders, their mounts
and their field guns passed her
in review order.

A largely ceremonial unit,
The King’s Troop marks state
occasions with gun salutes,
and keeps alive the tradition of
highly mobile light artillery.

In Regent’s Park the Troop
put on a stirring display of
horsemanship, riding past the
Queen and Duke of Edinburgh
at a walk, then at a trot and
finally at a gallop.

Until 1947, it was known as
The Riding Troop, but when
King George VI visited the
barracks 50 years ago, he

crossed out the word “Riding”
in the visitors’ book and substi-
tuted “The King’s”. When the
Queen acceded the throne in
1952 she decreed the Troop
retain its name in memory of
her father.

In addition to ceremonial,
The King’s Troop has a serious
military role, providing a rapid
deployment group. Members
of the unit are serving in
Northern Ireland and Bosnia.

@® Polling Day, May 1, had
a different significance for the
men of the Household Cavalry
Mounted Regiment.

The 190 soldiers and horses,
accompanied by the mounted
bands of the Blues and Royals
and the Life Guards trooped
through Hyde Park for inspec-
tion by the Commander of the
Household Division, Maj Gen
Jain Mackay-Dick. His task
was to ensure the regiment is
ready for a summer of ceremo-
nial events.

Hotshots in
form at
Ballykinler

IN the words of Brig Robin
Brims, Chief of Staff at HQ
Northern Ireland, it was “the
most effective skill-at-arms
meeting” he had witnessed.

Brig Brims made his remark
while presenting prizes at the
main marksmanship competi-
tion in Northern Ireland.

It took place over five days at
the Ballykinler Army base in
County Down and was attend-
ed by 400 Regulars, as well as
250 TA members and cadets.

Shoots involved individual
and team matches, using both
optical and conventional
“iron” sights on rifles, pistols
and automatic weapons.

The best shots will qualify
for the prestigious annual com-
petition at Bisley.

Main prize-winners

Major Unit, optical sight: 1, 2
PWRR; 2, 7 R Irish; 3, 1 Cheshire.
Individual, optical: Cpl McMillan,
1 R Anglian.

Champion at Arms, iron: Sgt
Dodd, HQNI, 15 Sig Regt.

LSW: Pte Blain, 7 R Irish.

GOC battle match: 1,2 PWRR; 2,
8 R Irish; 3, 5 R Irish.

end of the Cold War is expected
to result in a reduction of up to
50,000 American fighting troops
as the Pentagon paves the way
for a new generation of
advanced weapons. — Times

1 NATO and Russia made
progress in negotiations on an
agreement outlining a new rela-
tionship following the expansion
of NATO into Eastern Europe. —
Times

On the screen

UNITS should have received a
copy of the latest Army Video
Diary (April 1997).

Any unit which feels it has
an exercise, event or special
occasion which merits inclu-
sion in the next diary (October)
should contact the Direc-
torate of Public Relations
(Army) as soon as possible.

Fax suggestions to SO3
DPR(A) on MoD Main Building
ext 84920 (0171 218-4920),
including unit name and full
address, point-of-contact and
telephone and fax numbers,
and a brief description of the
event.

® Helicopters from 3 Regi-
ment AAC based at Wattisham
in Suffolk will be flying in
Snowdonia during May as they
prepare for service in Bosnia.
Exercise Balkan Warrior will
involve 250 troops, 75 vehicles
and up to 18 Lynx and Gazelle
aircraft.
7



PARACHUTE REGIMENT
STABLE BELTS

Maroon canvas webbing with chrome plated buckle - Official Pattern

£17.50 plus £1.50 p&p to UK & BFPO
(Please enquire for Postal rates to other countries)

Also available: DPM parachute smocks, wings, berets, badges &T-shirts.
SAS stable belts in stock at the same price. Write, phone or fax: Janet
Nicholls, Mail Order Department, or send SAE for catalogue to:

f- Henry Du Bora

SPECIALISTS IN MILITARY CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT,
BADGES AND INSIGNIA
38 Station Road
ALDERSHOT Tel: 01252 22668

HAMPSHIRE GU11 1HT Fax: 01252 319963
Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5.30pm

Vernon Rees & Goodalls Ltd
Military Tailors

SNCOs MESS KIT

« £330.00.....

includes Shirt, Bow Tie & Ranking

a (01132 880 880

40 Commercial Street, Rothwell, Leeds, LS26 0AW. Fax: 01132 880 864

/T8 INSIGNIA TO UNIT PRI's, REGT MUSEUMS AND ASSOCIATIONS
" DUE TO INCREASED DEMAND, WE NOW HAVE A MAIL ORDER
SERVICE AVAILABLE
R y
i et oy W TRADE ENQUIRIES .77,
td ?:) f\;‘% ALSO WELCOME

Please send SAE for list to
VANGUARD BADGES 5

' MELLOW END R
v MARTYRS LANE
~=., WOKING GU21 5NJ
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Six words, brought together by
two more - Hyundai and Natocars.

From the versatile, economical Accent, via the
stylish Lantra and exciting Coupé, to the generously
equipped and luxurious Sonata - Hyundai have a
range of cars to suit all tastes and needs.

And we, at Natocars, are the experts when it
comes to supply.

We'll ensure you get the best possible deal on your
new Hyundai, the best part exchange, finance and
free protection insurance. We'll also shop around to
get the lowest quote for your car insurance.

If that isn't enough, we look after all the paperwork
and arrange hassle free delivery to you - anywhere
in the world!

WHEN ALL YOU WANT IS EVERYTHING




.32\ V) ¢ 3 ROVAL ANGLIANS IN BELFAST

Challenging tour

as tension returns

AS THE men of the 1st Battalion, The
Roval Anglian Regiment, prepare to
return to mainland Britain at the end of
their latest tour of duty in Northern Ire-
land, they will look back on the last six
months with satisfaction.

The 550 troops, normally based near
Cambridge, arrived in Belfast last
November with the sobering knowledge
that the IRA cease-fire had been over for
several months and that the Province
was in danger of slipping back into a
cycle of violence.

“Tension was returning to quite a
high level,” said Maj Tony Marinos, who
commands HQ Company and is also
responsible for community relations.

NECESSARY TACTICS

“Qur tactics had to be altered accord-
ingly. It gave us no pleasure to go back to
pre-cease-fire ways, but it was necessary.”

The tactics involved increased
patrolling with the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary, working from several centres
in West Belfast.

“The relationship worked well,” said
Maj Marinos. “Giving support to the
RUC is, after all, one of the main rea-
sons why we are here.”

Terrorist attacks quickly proved that
the Royal Anglians’ precautions had
been justified.

One patrol was the target of a bomb
which exploded behind a brick wall as it
passed by, causing no injuries. Rapid
follow-up action by the soldiers and the
RUC resulted in the arrest of a suspected

bomber. Patrols also came under ineffec-
tive mortar and rocket fire.

It was not always ecasy to establish
mutual understanding between the troops
and the local people, but, said Maj Mari-

Supporting the RUC: “One of the main reasons why we are here”

A Belfast lad gets a soldier’s view. “Minor aggro” directed at the troops often gives way to curiosity

nos, the battalion has done its best. “On
occasions we invite community leaders,
teachers and hospital staff in to explain
what we are doing. There’s been a good
response.

“We understand their feelings, and
sometimes we can help. We had a meet-
ing with the head of a Catholic girls’
school, who was not happy about our
patrols crossing school land. We were
able to tell her that we would avoid the
route as much as possible.”

A routine problem has been what the
soldiers call “minor aggro” — gangs of
youths and children, sometimes as
young as five or six, will stone patrols, or
“brick” them, to use Northern Ireland
Army parlance. Injuries are not uncom-
mon.

Many of the Royal Anglians are
family men and have children the same
age as those who confront them in the
streets.

Maj Marinos does not, however, see
it as particularly malicious violence.
“One minute they’ll be throwing stones
at you, and the next they’ll be asking
what football team you support. It’s all
rather sad.

“It has been a challenging tour
during a difficult time. We came here
with a job to do. We’ve done it to the best
of our ability, and we’re proud of it.”

9
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STATUTORY NOTICE

EDUCATION ACT 1996
SECTION 167

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL
LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY

Royal Alexandra and Albert (Aided) Junior
School (no 3926) Gatton Park, Reigate.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in accordance with the provi-
sions of Section 167 (1)(b) of the Education Act 1996 that
Surrey County Council, as Local Education Authority, propose
to cease to maintain The Royal Alexandra and Albert (Aided)
Junior School with effect from 31st October 1997.

Places for existing pupils will be provided in a new all-through
(7-16) school the Governing Body of The Royal Alexandra and
Albert Secondary School as promoters are concurrently propos-
ing to establish in the combined premises of the two schools with
effect from 1st November 1997. There will be no change to the
existing boarding arrangements.

School transport to the extended school will be provided in
accordance with the Local Education Authority’s current school
transport policy.

It is essential that this proposal is read in conjunction with the pro-
posals to change the character of and make a significant enlarge-
ment to The Royal Alexandra and Albert (Aided) Secondary
School by extending its age range from 11-16 to 7-16 which is
being published concurrently by the school’s Governing Body.

OBJECTION PROCEDURE

Under the provisions of Section 168(1) of the Education Act
1996, any ten or more Local Government Electors for the area,
acting jointly may within the period of two months after the first
publication of the proposal, submit an objection to the proposal
to the Local Education Authority. Objections to the proposal
may also be submitted to the Authority within that period, by the
governors of any School affected by the proposal or by any other
Local Education Authority concerned; and the Authority by
whom the proposal was published shall within one month after
the end of the period, submit to the Secretary of State copies of
all objections made (and not withdrawn in writing) in that peri-
od, together with observations on the objections. See
Explanatory Notes.

Any objections to the proposals should be submitted in writing
to the wundersigned (Ref: EPDU/AW) WITHIN TWO
MONTHS of the date hereof.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

1 A statutory objection for the purposes of the Act submitted
on behalf of ten or more local government electors for the
area, either must be signed by each of the objectors or else it
must be demonstrated that the objections have been made in
conjunction with others.
Dated 24th April 1997 Signed: Dr Paul Gray
Director of Education
Surrey County Council
County Hall

KINGSTON UPON THAMES KT1 2DJ

STATUTORY NOTICE

EDUCATION ACT 1996
SECTION 41

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL
LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY

Royal Alexandra and Albert (Aided) Junior
School (no 3926) Gatton Park, Reigate.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in accordance with the provi-
sions of Section 41(2)(a) of the Education Act 1996 that the gov-
erning body of The Royal Alexandra and Albert (Aided)
Schools, intend to publish proposals to:

a) change the character of The Royal Alexandra and Albert
(Aided) Secondary School by changing the age range from
11-16 to 7-16 from 1st November 1997

b) to make a significant enlargement to the premises of The
Royal Alexandra and Albert (Aided) Secondary School. The
Governing Body propose that with effect from 1st November
1997 the extended Royal Alexandra and Albert (Aided)
Secondary School will occupy the combined premises of the
existing Royal Alexandra and Albert (Aided) Secondary
School and The Royal Alexandra and Albert (Aided) Junior
School. In addition, 68 extra permanent places would be
added to the 11-16 accommodation.

The school will provide a total of 570 places for pupils aged 7-
16 years and will cater for all pupils currently attending The
Royal Alexandra and Albert (Aided) Junior and Secondary
Schools although those pupils would be free to choose alterna-
tive schools if they wish to do so.

From September 1998 40 pupils will be admitted to the extend-
ed school at 7+. Those children will automatically continue their
education at the school when they reach 11 (unless they choose
to transfer to another secondary school). In addition, up to 42
pupils will be admitted to the the school from other schools at
the age of 11. There will be no other changes to the existing
admissions policy and a copy of this can be obtained from the

governors. Boarding provision will continue to be provided at the
extended school and is not affected by this proposal.

With effect from 1st November 1997, the extended school will
operate under a single governing body instead of the current
joint governing body.

School transport to the extended Royal Alexandra and Albert
(Aided) Secondary School will be provided in accordance with
the Local Eduction Authority’s current school transport policy.

This proposal will fall to be decided by the Secretary of State for
Education and Employment.

It is essential that this proposal is read in conjunction with the
concurrent proposal published by the Local Education
Authority, Surrey County Council, under Section 167 of the
Education Act 1996.

OBJECTION PROCEDURE

Under Section 42(1) of the Education Act 1996, any ten or more
Local Government Electors for the area acting jointly may, with-
in the period of two months after the publication of the propos-
al, submit an objection to the proposal to the Secretary of State
for Education and Employment, Sanctuary Buildings, Great
Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT, and objections to the pro-
posal may also be submitted to her within that period by the gov-
ernors of any school affected by this proposal or by the Funding
Agency for Schools or by any local education authority con-
cerned. See explanatory notes.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

1 A statutory objection for the purposes of the Act submitted
on behalf of ten or more local government electors for the
area, either must be signed by each of the objectors or else it
must be demonstrated that the objections submitted have
been made in conjunction with others.

Dated 24th April 1997 Signed: John Henry
Chairman of Governors

The Royal Alexandra and Albert School
Gatton Park

REIGATE RH2 0TD
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“Despite the recent ruling on Courts Martial,
I think you’ll still have to finish your two
days Restriction of Privileges!”

Sixteen pence
for the beans

that’s my final

“Sadly the signwriter can’t spell . ..
It should be Personnel Services!”

“Even if you
bring your
brother-in-
law you
might have
a problem

N
coping: “Right now? ... You're takingthe p...!"

1"



Keepingyilal

family

Marching temporarily in dif-
ferent directions, but with a
common aim, are brothers-
in-law CSM lan Hood (left)
and CSM John Dunn.

Both members of the Scots
Guards, currently based in
Windsor, they intend to main-
tain the training of future
guardsmen as a family con-
cern — at least until lan, who is
CSM of the Guards Company
at the Army Training Regi-
ment Pirbright — completes
his service there in two years’
time.

John, who is the future
CSM of the Guards Compa- =
ny, ITC Catterick, has com-
pleted 17 years’ service.

OBl (e teesd Moby

12

A Royal School Armagh cadet enjoys
one of the more dizzying attractions of
an open day for teenagers held by 8th
Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment at their
Ballykinler base.

CO Col John Deverell said: “The
occasion was looked on as an opportu-
nity for young people to get to know a bit
about us, our regimental history and our
operational role. They were also able to
see a range of things that soldiers, both
male and female, get the chance to take
partin for fun besides the work we do.”

TRIGGER’S HAPPY

on”,

“ A day to remember, and well worth six
months’ defensive driving” was the ver-
dict of a delighted Spr Stuart “Trigger”

Towner, 22 Engineer Regt, after com-

pleting a fast circumnavigation of Thrux-

ton race circuit in a single-seat Formula

Ford 1600.

That, together with a safety briefing
and instructional drive, was his reward as
the winner of a competition organised by
WO2 (QMSI (MT)) Russ Holmes RE
among all the drivers in the regiment when
they were deployed on IFOR 2 in Mrkonjic

Grad, Bosnia, last year.

Aim of the competition — no easy task with
the unpredictable road and weather condi-
tions — was to promote road safety by
arranging prizes for the drivers who travelled
the greatest distance without being involved

in a traffic accident.

Driving “any vehicle he could get his hands
ranging from Land Rovers to self-loading
dump trucks with 10-ton ftilt trailers, Stuart
slowly overhauled the leader, Cpl Wayne Dar-
ling, the CO's driver, in the last month of the
tour, after his rival had moved to the Ops Room.

Taking over command of the newly-
formed HQ Lisburn Station from Lt Col
Dougie Rowlinson, R Signals, (left)
was Lt Col Millen Mathew RLC, previ-
ously Garrison Colonel at Gutersloh.
The new headquarters has been
formed from units within HQNI and 15
Signal Regiment.

Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, The
Black Watch, forming a ceremonial
guard at Hong Kong Garrison, struggle
to maintain a stiff upper lip as they are
inspected by Australian cultural
attaché Sir Les Patterson, alter ego of
comedian Barrie Humphries.

Seen with
battalion CO Lt Col Alasdair Loudon,
he was filming for a television pro-
gramme about the handover of sover-
eignty, scheduled to be shown on June
30. It remains to be seen what Dame
Edna Everage will make of it . . .

Proving that they were as sharp as knives
were these women based in the steel city —
Sheffield.

All members of its university's Officers’
Training Corps, they were among 26 sec-
tions entered in the annual inter-unit/inter-
section military skills competition — Exercise
Martial Merlin — held by 15 (North East)

~ Women steel’
the show

Brigade at Catterick training area.

For the second consecutive year, led by
2nd Lt Helen Dingsdale, they won the best
overall female section trophy and, like their
male OTC equivalents, under the leadership
of 2nd Lt Paddy Ginn, were also rewarded
with a silver medal award.

Summit;

Ski mountaineering, a
relatively new sport in
the Army, was the chal-
lenge for this quintet
from Fallingbostel-based
1st Battalion, The Royal
Highland Fusiliers, who
were taking part in the
week-long Exercise Haute
Diamond, during which
they climbed four peaks —
with a total ascent of
more than 3,000m — and
skied more than 50km
“off-piste”.
Pictured at the top of

Pointe des Drones are (left to right) Fus “Eddie” Edwards, Cpl Mark Bruce, Sgt Jim Tanner,
leader Maj lain Pickard (the battalion’s 2iC) and Fus Mark Laird.

iInation
lpays off

| Still making friends, both young
and older, on the streets of
Belfast, is canny canine Mutley,
whose loyalty to dozens of units
over the years has been recog-
nised by his recent promotion
to 2nd Lt by his current adop-
tive “family”, the 2nd Royal
Tank Regiment.

Believed to be approximate-
& ly 14 years old, Mutley, who
originally turned up at the
cookhouse at Girdwood Bar-
racks to scrounge some food,
has since covered hundreds of
miles with troops on patrol.
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AMONG the variety of statistics
released by the MoD on a huge
range of topics, one recent batch
revealed some lesser known
facets of the Army.

For example, did you know that
2,292 animals share the life of the
modern soldier? Most are horses
and dogs, but they also number a
few exotic mascots.

And while Service personnel in

A little literary
imagination
goes long way

Africa at the time, the tapes were
wonderful. Sitting in leafy Cam-
berley with a glass of wine, listen-
ing to the sounds of a market in a
dusty square thousands of miles
away was magical.

These days there are so many
technical ways of sending a greet-
ing that the written word is some-
times neglected. | think it's a
shame.

mail home, only about
250,000 were received
in return, a statistic
which suggests there
are an awful lot of sol-
diers writing letters to
no avail.

While this conjures
up a rather sad sce-
nario there may well
be a simple answer,
but it did make me
wonder about the ways
in which people keep
up contact. A little while ago my
mother gave me some papers
relating to my late grandfather's
service during and after the two
world wars.

What is fascinating is the diary
he kept as a young man in the
trenches in the months leading up
to the Armistice. Among prosaic
entries about the course of the war
are passages about the letters and
parcels he got from home.

Whenever one arrived he was
clearly overjoyed but he omits to
say what was in them. So what did
they contain? There is mention of
writing paper, but perhaps there
were other home comforts, such
as photos or fruit cakes or soap.

What do people send these
days? | know one woman who
mails her husband disposable
cameras so he can take pictures
of himself at work and relaxing.
He sends them home so she can
get them developed. The wife
says it helps the children keep in
touch with their father.

Others send cassettes. One
son | know used to send his par-
ents recordings of daily life. These
weren't just spoken letters but
what we in radio call “actuality”.
He recorded everyday sounds
and, as he was in a remote spot in

Bosnia sent 600,000 pieces of

The simplest form of communi-
i cation, and the only
one you can use if
you're sitting in a
damp tent in the
middle of nowhere,
is the pen and paper.
That's all very well
if you've got some-
thing interesting to
say. What, said one
friend, do you say
when all you've done
is take the kids to
school, cleaned the
house and been to the supermar-
ket? What do you say when the
washing machine has broken
down, the kids are fighting and
you've got the worst hay fever
you've ever had?

Here are a couple of offerings.
You could send articles from their
favourite magazine, a short story,
a pressed flower from the garden
or something you've made your-
self — a category which yielded
the most imaginative suggestion
of all. One woman sent her hus-
band a gingerbread heart with the
words “I love you” piped in icing.

| hope there is a simple expla-
nation to account for the disparity
in the numbers of letters sent in
and out of Bosnia. | also hope that
if you've got a letter in your in tray
with a mental note to answer it
soon, you actually get down to it.

And if you have an imaginative
idea for something small you
could send to a loved one do let
me know. | might even be able to
come up with a modest, and suit-
ably literary, prize for the best idea
we get.

@ Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO 786
or c/o Soldier.

Making news g
himself at the
Royal Star and
Garter Home in Surrey was ITN
newscaster Trevor McDonald,
seen with residents’ committee
member Jean Schofield. He was
launching a “Friends” scheme,
which anyone interested in sup-
porting the home can join.

For an annual subscription,
members will be entitled to dis-

S ) i

Friend’-ly visitor

counts on a selected range of
the home’s books and goods
and special events throughout
the year, as well as receiving
their own newsletter, an exclu-
sive certificate and lapel pin and
an invitation to an annual
“Friends Day”. Telephone 0181
940-1351 for details.

Hospital care trial
under way for
families in Gibraltar

THE secondary (hospital) care
needs of United Kingdom Service-
men and their dependants based
in Gibraltar are to be provided by
the Gibraltar Health Authority
under a nine-month trial introduced
this month.

Under the agreement, negotiat-
ed by the MoD's Defence Sec-
ondary Care Agency (DSCA) over
a period of eight months with the
Gibraltarian  authorities, those
requiring care will be treated at St
Bernard's Hospital.

The Gibraltar government will

Halifax shares: make sure you are eligible

UNLESS Halifax Building Society
members are registered resident in
the UK or a permitted territory*
they may not be entitled to shares.

Eligible members (Halifax have
appropriate BFPO numbers) need
take no action, but those not
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resident in a permitted territory
should change their account
address in writing, by May 30, to
one — a bank or relative, perhaps —
in the UK. The building society is
expected to convert to a PLC on
June 2. Queries to Halifax helpline

on 01422 333333 extension 82671.

*Australia, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark,
Diego Garcia, Republic of Ireland, Finland,
France, Germany, Gibraltar, Guernsey,
Greece, Hong Kong, Iceland, Isle of Man, Italy,
Sardinia, Jersey, Luxembourg, Malta, Norway,
Portugal, Singapore, South Africa, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates.

be paid for providing care, and cur-
rent UK facilities at the Royal Naval
Hospital have been closed, except
for the surgical theatre and a small
day ward, which will be available
for use by the Gibraltar Health
Authority to treat Service person-
nel and dependants, as well as
Gibraltarian civilians.

Negotiations between the MoD
and Gibraltar will continue through-
out the trial to speed a final deci-
sion on the feasibility of a more
permanent arrangement,

Ron Smith, chief executive of
the DSCA, said: “This gives us the
opportunity to work more closely
with our Gibraltarian colleagues,
while at the same time opening the
potential for delivering a higher
quality of secondary health care for
our Service personnel and their
dependants, with goodwill and
flexibility on both sides. | am sure
the trial will be a great success.”

TWENTY youngsters aged 16 to
18, from Belfast, Dublin and War-
rington, were given an insight into
how the Army operates by soldiers
and officers from the 2nd Battal-
ion, The Light Infantry.

They were taking part in the Tim
Parry Scholarship, created after
the death of Tim Parry and
Jonathan Ball in March 1993 when
an IRA bomb exploded in a shop-
ping mall in Warrington.

Initiated by the Parry family, the
scholarship — now in its second
year — aims to “enlighten and
create awareness and under-
standing of the conflict among
young people”.

The day with 2 LI was the fifth in
a week-long programme of trips,
visits, meetings and discussion in
Dublin and Belfast.

The itinerary included a tour of
Belfast, workshops on the Falls
and Shankill Road, a meeting with
the Royal Ulster Constabulary in
Londonderry and a tour of the
Antrim coast.

Lt Bill Frazer, 2 LI co-ordinator,
said: “ The young people have had
a go on the simulated arms train-
ing range, worked with the dog

Teenagers shown Light side of life

Warrington youth leader Ann Percel, surrounded by some of the
scholarship participants, dons full bomb disposal kit with the help of
a member of the Belfast detachment of 321 EOD Squadron

handlers, been driven around in
the armoured vehicles, received a
chat from bomb disposal experts
and used all sorts of equipment.
“It's been a great day, good fun,
and we have really enjoyed our-
selves mixing with the young

people. All they ever see is the
Army patrolling the streets, so
today has given them the chance
to chat to the soldiers and see that
beneath the uniform they are real
people.”

Belfast youth worker Steven

Carr added: “The scholarship pro-
vides a unigue opportunity to bring
three groups of people, from three
distinctive backgrounds, together
to see how the Troubles affect
each one.

“It has been a real learning
experience, and the participants
are encouraged to challenge the
stereotyped images they have of
each others’ country and commu-
nities.”

One participant, a 16-year-old
from Warrington, said: “ I've never
been to Northern Ireland before,
so | was a bit apprehensive, but it's
been great. Everyone has really
clicked, and the soldiers are so
interesting: they stand and chat for
ages.”

Another, a 16-year-old from
Belfast, commented: “When | first
came here, | felt a bit uncomfort-
able and intimidated. Where I've
been brought up, | don't associate
with soldiers, but today has helped
me see them as young people just
doing their job.”

A 17-year-old from Dublin had
the last word: “This has been such
a new experience for me: I've had
a great day.”

Express
passport

service
opens for
soldiers

A NEW scheme to provide pass-
ports for Army personnel is in place.

Aimed at supplying passports,
at Army expense, to officer and sol-
dier recruits and to personnel in
units with a readiness state of R5
(ready to deploy in 30 days) or
less, the scheme is necessary
because the Passport Office
requires 30 days.

Issue of passports to all officers
and soldiers before the end of
commissioning or Phase Two
training will be funded by the Adju-
tant General’s Department.

Land personnel in units at R5 or
less — excluding Royal Irish (Home
Service) and the Gurkhas — are to
be issued with new passports, or
have existing ones renewed.

The measure will remove exist-
ing deployment constraints on
formed units and the ability to
back-fill high readiness units with
additional personnel, according to
G1 Branch, HQ Land Command.

Eligible personnel in Land units
have been asked to apply, with the
aim of having passports issued by
July 1. Details from Maj Yori Grif-
fiths on Salisbury Mil (733) 2483.

)

For the past three years, LCpl
Tim Redhead, a member of
Bodmin-based D Company, 6th
Battalion, The (Somerset and
Cornwall) Light Infantry, has
been combining his Territorial
Army activities with, of all
things, ostrich farming.

His interest was aroused
when he read an article about
the birds in a farming maga-
zine and, before he knew it, he
was in business.

Lean, low in cholesterol,

'Fine feathered f

riends

but containing as much pro-
tein as beef, ostrich meat is
finding a place on the British
dinner table. Despite their
equatorial habitat, the birds are
hardy creatures and well able to
withstand the Cornish winter.

Tim has managed to raise
several of the beasts to matu-
rity from the egg and says they
have become like a second
family — ensuring that, com-
bined with his TA duties, he

leads a very active life.

Linda’s plea
CATTERICK-based Army welfare
worker SSgt Linda Johnston — fea-
tured in an article on the Army
Benevolent Fund in the April 14
issue — has sent an SOS via Sol-
dier.

John Simms wrote to her asking
for an Adjutant General's Corps
cap badge, but his address has
gone astray. “Please send me your
address again, John, as the cap
badge and refund for postage are
waiting to be sent,” Linda says.
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You can get up to
£150,000 if
you're disabled
by an accident

You're insured
on or off duty,
worldwide,

, 1 | . |
lA ] 3 1 24 hours a day

She’s also
included in the
Family Plan, and
the children are
covered FREE!

The NEW 1997 PAX Plan

e Reduced Premiums
e Additional Benefits

e Valued by over 40,000
existing members

Speak to your Personnel/Administration Officer,
or the PAX Customer Service Centre on
Freefone 0800 212480 (UK only),
(+44) 181 253 7575 if calling from overseas.




VETERANS RETURN TO PAY THEIR RESPECTS

EREATURE
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also remember

THOSE who fought there call it the For-
gotten War, though why the peoples of so
many nations should have allowed it to slip
their collective memories is hard to under-
stand.

In three vears and one month about 1.8
million men were killed and wounded on
both sides as the United Nations armies
fought to save South Korea from the
onslaught of communism and the world
from another global war. About 1.4 million
of the casualties were Chinese and North
Korean.

In the South Korean Army alone,
415,000 died and 429,000 were wounded;
the Americans lost 33,629, with 103,284
wounded.

Between August 1950 and July 1953,
1,263 British Commonwealth troops were
killed and 4,817 wounded. Well over 1,000
were listed as missing, of whom a large pro-
portion, mainly from 29 Brigade captured
at the Battle of the Imjin River, were repa-
triated after suffering in prison camps.
Others died in accidents or
from sickness.

These Commonwealth

Reports: Chris Horrocks
Pictures: Mike Weston
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forces were from Aus-
tralia, Canada, India,
New Zealand and
South Africa, as well as
the United Kingdom.

Thousands more
casualties were suf-
fered by other nations
involved in the conflict
— Belgium, Colombia,
Ethiopia, France,
Greece, Holland, the
Philippines, Thailand
and Turkey.

More than 1,800
honours and awards
went to Common-
wealth  participants.
They included four
Victoria Crosses and two George Crosses.

But if others forget, the veterans who
fought under the United Nations banner to
defend South Korea certainly do not.
Every year they return in their hundreds to
battlefield memorials in
South Korea to remember
fallen comrades. They are

&

Across the generations: Black Watch veter-
an John Mackay with Capt David Kemmis
Betty, operations officer with today’s 1 BW

supported by uni-
formed representa-
tives of  today’s
armies, navies, marines
and air forces.

For the past four
years, a strong con-

tingent from the
British Garrison in
Hong Kong has
joined  representa-

tives of the British
Embassy in Seoul.
Last month, on
the 46th anniversary
of several key battles
including the Imjin
River and Kapyong,
an 18-strong Hong
Kong party sponsored by United Nations
Command Korea was led for the third suc-
cessive year by Commander British Forces
Hong Kong, Maj Gen Bryan Dutton.

The military party, augmented by mem-
bers of the US Forces in Korea, conducted
battlefield studies, visited the demilitarised

@ Turn to Page 19

o 24
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pREATURE!

Maj Gen Bryan Dutton with the Duke of
Gloucester at the Gloster Memorial

Kings Regiment veterans Brian Hough and

John Thomson

WO1 (GSM) Vince Bell with veterans Brig
Derek Richardson and Frank Fallows

[ i ! &
British Forces Hong Kong guad
at the Gloster Memorial ceremony
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Lucky Len

survived

seven hits

FIRST SHOT on the
United Nations side in
the Battle of the Imjin
River in April 1951 was
fired by a man who can
claim to to be one of the
luckiest in British Army
history.

Len Swatton, 28-year-
old section mortar firer
in 12 Platoon, D Com-
pany, the 1st Battalion
the Gloucestershire Reg-
iment, had been wound-
ed seven years earlier in
the Normandy landings
and was to survive six
more “hits” before his
Army career was over.

Now 75, Len, from
Harefield, Middlesex,
told his story with the
blasé humour which
comes with years of rec-

ollection as he returned |en Swatton: fired first shot at Imjin

with comrades to the
Gloster Valley in South Korea last month.

“I had joined the Middlesex Regiment in
1941 and landed at Gold Beach on D+2 in
1944,” he told Soldier. “On D+13 I was

blown up by a mine as I was driving a
machine-gun carrier.

“After being wounded several more
times by shrapnel in Belgium and Holland
I was shot when the war had actually
ended. The ceasefire had already been
signed. I was patrolling farms in Germany
when someone shot me through the left leg.

“It took a while to recover and when I
came out of hospital in 1947 I was sent to
Palestine and finished my time in the Army
the following year.

“In 1950 I was recalled from Reserve
into the Gloucestershire Regiment
along with many other Army
Reservists.

“We found ourselves in the hills
of Korea and 1 got a bullet in the
same leg as last time, plus a piece of
shrapnel in my arm. I was taken to a
field hospital, where I was treated by
Australian medics.”

With a wry smile, Len Swatton
added: “When I got back to Glouc-
ester I was demobbed as a lance cor-
poral, being ‘of no further use’!”

Len was making the pilgrimage
as one of 60 registered members of the

5,000-strong British
Korea Veterans’ Associa-
ton. Like him, many
make the journey under
an assisted scheme run
by the International Fed-
eration of Korean War
Veterans, which has
members in all 22 coun-
tries fighting under the
UN banner in 1950-53.

The trips are spon-
sored by a number of
commercial organisations
and the veterans receive
extraordinary hospirality
from the South Koreans.
This year BKVA regis-
tered members paid just
£528 for the return trip,
whereas slightly longer
commercially-organised
tours cost considerably
more.

BKVA national over-
seas co-ordinator Frank
Fallows said: “The generosity and goodwill
of the Koreans must be underlined. Noth-
ing is too much trouble for them.”

All 200 places allocated for BKVA mem-
bers in the year 2000, 50th anniversary of
the start of the war, have already been
filled. Even more will be attending in 2003,

o

WE HAD spent a gruelling hour under an
unforgiving South Korean sun climbing the
steep, at times almost perpendicular,
incline of Hill 504 above the once battle-
scarred Kapyong Valley.

As if encouraged by the smiling people
of a charmed and charming country, the
purple wild flowers seemed to have
chosen this beautiful spring day to come
out to greet us.

But for at least one of this 40-strong
party of battlefield students it had been an
effort of supreme will-power of mind over
ageing and protesting leg muscles, akin to
ascending the Eiffel Tower by the staircase
route, and punctuated by frequent stops to
wipe the brow and gasp for breath and
water.

The prize at the summit of those 504
painstaking metres was yet more water, a
packed lunch, and the generous if slightly
amused congratulations of the seemingly
super-fit British, American and Australian
Servicemen and battlefield historians.

Plus (the product,this, of a journalist’s
fevered imagination) a prayer of thanksgiv-

Glosters veterans David Clark (left) and Norman Wilge at the Gloster Memorial wreath-laying ceremony
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Hill 504 towers over the
Kapyong Valley. Below:
From its peak, Maj Nick
Foster, OC C Coy, 1 BW,
is the battlefiefd guide "
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ing for safe deliv-
erance from a
chaplain who
seemed to have
ascended with
the aid of some
unseen heavenly
funicular railway.

This was April
18,1997 and as
we consumed our
boxed lunches of
fresh rolls and
fruit and drank in
the staggering
story of the
defence of this
redoubt against
ferocious waves
of fanatical Chinese marauders 46 years
ago, we were left in no doubt that for those
‘brave and tenacious United Nations sol-
diers it was anything but a picnic.

The Chinese had launched their spring
offensive on April 22, 1951. In the west the
attack had fallen heavily on 29 UK Bde and
the 1st Battalion the Gloucestershire Regi-
ment had fought a gallant defence on the
Imjin River, holding a Chinese army for
three days and allowing US 1 Corps time to
regroup to protect Seoul.

In the centre, the South Korean 6th Divi-
sion had broken, leaving 27 (British Com-
monwealth) Brigade to face the onslaught.
~ Here above the Kapyong Valley, which
we now surveyed from our idyllic vantage

_point, the 3rd Battalion the Royal Aus-

tralian Regiment had fought a similar

PR =

heroic defensive stand to blunt a Chinese
advance.

All in the face of real hardship. In 1951,
the diggers had had to climb those
muscle-straining, near-verticle slopes
weighed down by heavy equipment and
supplies - then, against the odds, descend
under fire with similar burdens, plus their
wounded, plus their dead, plus their Chi-
nese captives. Their fighting withdrawal
has become a classic in the annals of
modern warfare. : :

On our spring stroll in 1997, all we had
to bear were our rucksacks, water bottles,
cameras and packed lunches. Some of us,
Over the Hill in one sense if not the other,
could not even manage those. :

Somehow it put everything sharply into
perspective.

4
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zone at Panmunjom and took part in ser-
vices at British and Commonwealth
memorials.

At the Gloster Memorial, Solma-Ri,
British Forces Hong Kong mounted a
guard of honour commanded by Lt Col
Nick Southward, HKMSC.

The Duke of Gloucester represented the
Queen at this and other ceremonies and
also present was the British Ambassador to
Seoul, former Royal Artillery officer

Stephen Brown, and the Defence Attaché,
Brig Colin Parr. Hong Kong Garrison
chaplain the Rev Christopher Cook, who
conducted the services of remembrance,
later led a small BFHK party and veterans
in a commemoration at Pusan.

With the impending handover to the
Chinese it was the last occasion a Garrison
party from Hong Kong would attend the
South Korea ceremonies, although it is
hoped British military support will still be
possible in some form.
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GLOSTER HILL, South Korea, was an
especially poignant destination for Sylvia
Dangerfield and Eileen Baynham when
they joined this year’s veterans’ pilgrim-
age.

Both, who have since remarried, were
widowed on April 25, 1951 when their

Donald Northey, were killed while serv-
ing with the Glorious Glosters at the
Battle of the Imjin River.

Sgt Northey, who was Mentioned in
Dispatches, has no known grave. “I am
visiting Gloster Hill because it is the
nearest thing to a grave that I will ever
see,” said Mrs Baynham, of Portchester,
Hants, who was making the trip with her
son, Michael Northey.

“We have waited 46 years to do this.
We are hoping perhaps to meet other vet-
erans who were here when he was killed,
who may know what happened.

“We have had a great deal of sorrow
and we feel we are putting it to rest by
making this pilgrimage.”

husbands, Sgt Ken Eames MM and Sgt

[
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Putting sorrow to rest: Eileen Baynham and Sylvia Dangerfield

‘Gloster Hill: ‘nearest

thing to a grave I'll ever see’

elds

u

iving
ribute
o the
British
fallen

A PERMANENT memorial is to be estab-
lished in England to honour the 1,078
British Servicemen who died in the Korean
War.

The British Korean Veterans Associa-
tion (BKVA) has agreed to take part in the
National Arboretum Appeal by sponsoring
a plot in the new National Forest being cre-
ated at Croxall in Staffordshire.

The central feature will be an avenue
lined with trees representing the United
Nations, in whose name the Korean war
was fought, at the end of which will be a
circular site of about six acres.

Within this area, the BKVA will have a
one-acre plot on which trees of Korean

20

Young and old contemplate the past on defensive posi-

origin will be planted. The aim is for the
memorial to be completed in time to be
dedicated before the year 2000, which will

mark the 50th anniversary of the start of

the war.

“The Korean War of 1950-53 is often
referred to as the ‘forgotten war’,” said
BKVA national chairman, Col (Retd)
George Gadd. “We intend to correct this

tions at Castle Hill overlooking the Gloster Valley
Inset: John Mann makes a point above the battlefield

impression by creating a permanent, living
memorial to all those British Servicemen
who died in the conflict.”

An appeal has been launched for more
than £10,000 needed to finance the pro-
ject. Contributions to “BKVA Project
2000” can be sent to Alex Walker, Project
Co-ordinator, 14 Gateford Avenue, Work-
sop, Notts, S81 7BL.
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PANEL MAKES THE BIG DECISIONS ON ARMY FOODS

A question of
tasiticy

OVER a period of three days, a
group of men with heightened
taste buds had some serious
work to carry out in a tower
block at the Army
School of Catering
RI.C in Aldershot.

They were members
of the tri-Service food
selection panel — hold-
ing its inaugural session for the
next food supply contract.

During the course of their
testings, 45 commodities were
assessed, ranging from quiche
to lime cordial, and from beef-
and-onion pie to yoghurt.

This time, the aim was a little
different from the panel’s usual
tastings: Booker Foodservice
Group — due to take over the
Services contract from Naafi in
October — was being given the
once-over.

First, the members were
bench-marking those com-
modities which had previously
been ‘selected’ where the nom-
inated product from Bookers
was cheaper and, by inference,
might be of a lower quality, and
allowing the company to match
where possible the selected
product.

Secondly, as an on-going
selection process of the 45 com-
modities, they were confirming
the product list for the contract
start date, as well as providing
the means for information tech-
nologists to proceed with the
various amendments which

Report:
Phil Wilcox

Pictures:
Mike Weston

may be required before then.
Several of the items were also
being assessed as part of a cost-
ing exercise for the daily mess-
ing rate.

Each day, a time-
honoured pattern was
followed: a small pro-
portion of the com-
modities was assessed,
usually by “blind-tasting” sam-
ples laid out on saucers and
plates, and the results
processed by computer, fol-
lowed by a discussion and
acceptance phase.

“Normally, the panels are
held at units on a monthly
basis, rotating the Services, but
this is a one-off occasion,”
explained Maj Don Sinclair,
Directorate  Services Food
Management (DFSM).

Acting as a guest panel
member was WO2 Brian Hutt,
9 Supply Regt RLC, based with
5 Training Regt at Grantham.

“'m the middle man
between the contractor and the
customer,” he said, “acting as a
link between the units and the
DSFM. Quite a few of the
potential troubles can be
resolved at my level.”

The tasting exercise had been
“very relaxed, very interesting”
and “definitely not a waste of
time,” WO2 Hutt added.

The only minor drawback
had been the previous day,
when, he said, there had been
an overload on sausages . . .

B
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Above — WO2 Brian Hutt with a selection of
goodies to be tasted

Left - Food selection panel members pose with
just some of the commodities duly tasted and
tested at St Omer Barracks
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Highlanders are
sharp and spark
on Province tour

THIS YEAR is the 1,400th anniversary of
the death of Colm Cille, patron saint of
Londonderry. Legend has it that St Colm
Cille vearned for his beloved oak grove in
Londonderry when he set off on his mission
to the islands of Scotland.

It 1s appropriate therefore that the resi-
dent unit in Londonderry is the 1st Bartal-
ion, The Highlanders, recruited from the
Highlands and islands of Scotland.

The Highlanders were formed in 1994
when The Queen’s Own Highlanders and
The Gordon Highlanders, two of Scot-
land’s most renowned regiments, merged.
Clan affiliations are clearly revealed by the
wearing of Cameron, Gordon, and
Mackenzie tartans and by a

escorts to the Royal Ulster
Constabulary.

“After Christmas the
RUC asked for assistance.
Today this has increased
operationally to routine
foot, wvehicle, helicopter
and boat patrols.

“Sadly, the Troubles had
returned to both green-
and-pleasant lands.

“We have a four-stage
cycle for the four compa-
nies, with each stage lasting
one month: counter-terror-
ist operations, training,

guard duties,

Gaelic motto — rare in the
British Army — Cuidich ‘n Righ
(Help the King).

The Jocks had arrived in
Londonderry, on the Foyle
estuary, amid the warm glow of
the IRA cease-fire. In February
1996 the explosion at Canary
Wharf in London sent a chill
wind across the Irish Sea.

Lt Col David Stewart, the
commanding officer, described
the change in tactics since the end of the
cease-fire. “Between April 1995 and Janu-
ary 1997 no soldier had to be on routine
patrol, either mobile or on foot, in the city.

“We were, however, providing military

Lt Col David Stewart,
CO 1 Highlanders

and leave.”

Steps to a state
of higher alert
were taken in
brisk fashion, although the
Highlanders’ skills were not fully
required until July 1996.

“The violence of the summer
marching season took many by
surprise,” said Lt Col Stewart.
“With our eyes firmly on prepa-
ration for the Apprentice Boys’
Parade in August, we were called in at short
notice to support the RUC in dealing with
civil disorder. This then switched, in the
space of a few hours, to dealing with full-
scale rioting.”

“We were aware that

no one in the battalion
had been involved in
public disorder of this
nature before,” said Capt
Simon Crane, who was
in the thickest part of the
rioting with his platoon.
“The Pipes and Drums
were on the left and we
were in the centre, both
facing a lively crowd of
3,500.”

Over the ensuing three
nights the Highlanders,
protected by their body
armour and riot shields,
were on the receiving end
of hundreds of petrol
bombs while they, in
turn, were forced to keep
the rioters at a distance

Members of the A Coy quick reaction force: Hldrs Steve Hay and

Angus McNeil and Pte Chris McCurdy RLC
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with baton rounds.
During the nightly

Top cover: Hidrs Leon Purcell and Barry Watson
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Report: Chris Kinsville-Heyne
Pictures: Mike Weston

rioting the images of the soldiers and their
Saxon armoured personnel vehicles (APVs)
silhouetted against the burning post office
were seen around the world on newspapers
and television.

One Highlander was pictured standing

his ground while his leg was on fire. He
casually called for a fireman, who quickly
extinguished the blaze.

In the best traditions of the Army,
humour reached its peak at the same time as
the rioting erupted. On catching sight of a
well-known BBC correspondent, one Jock
jokingly commented: “It’s for real, lads . . .
Kate Adie’s here!”
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Above — On patrol are (back) Hidr lain MacDonald, Hidr Barry Watson, LCpl Robbie Pearson
and Hidr Paul Gardner; (front) Hidrs Mark Duffus, Sean Walter, Mickie Clark, Colin Knight
Left — Pipe Maj Lewis Barclay, LCpl James Clark and Piper Robert Stewart of the Pipes and Drums

PTE Gareth Medlock, a
young chef in the Royal
Logistic Corps, was busy
writing up the daily menu in
his kitchen.

“Four choices of meat,
two types of curry, spaghet-
ti bolognaise, chilli, two

nine  vegetables, three
types of potato, fish, salad,
omelettes, pies, and, of
course, ‘stovies’,” he said.

There are many regional
variations of stovies but his
was a sausage stew with
potatoes and onions.

Each morning by 8 o’clock
the soldiers working at the

choice.

eat at

“And they can
any time
between 5 and 8pm.
| try to make the
meal timings as flexible as
possible,” he explained.
“There is nothing worse

CHOICE CUTS

patrol base fill in
their meal options
. . . and when they
want to eat.

“lI serve break-
Chinese dishes, a choice of fast, brunch, and
an evening meal,
including a healthy

than one of the lads
coming in from a
patrol and finding
there there is noth-
ing to eat.

“While | am run-
ning my own store-
room, accounts,
and kitchen, | am
also studying for
my NVQ 2 and 3
Chef Class 2. There
is nothing better
than the experience of actu-
ally doing the job,” added
Pte Medlock.

Open all hours:
Pte Medlock

Since amalgamation the Highlanders
have been in the Province and very much
out of sight of their countrymen back in
Scotland. This was not helped by a televi-
sion reporter referring to them as
“Fusiliers” on the evening news.

He obviously missed the tartan flash
worn on the right shoulder proclaiming the
regiment’s proud origins.

To promote the regiment in Scotland,
active recruiting takes the shape of Exercise
Highland Gather during which, once every
six weeks, a platoon commander and a
number of Jocks from the Province work
with the regimental recruiting team in Scot-
land.

The mission is to re-inform and recruit.

® Turn to next page
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Cpl Eddie Murray and Hidr Steve Larter in
the shadow of the Letterkenny super sanger
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Football matches against local pubs, meet-
ings with cadet forces or schools help
spread the message far and wide. A recent
charity walk along the length of the River
Spey raised money for a local
deaf children’s school.

One young soldier, Hldr
Leon Purcell, joined the regi-
ment early last year. “The
recruiting  sergeant  said:
“You're a local lad, join your
local unit, The Highlanders’.
So1did. [ want to train to be a
physical training instructor
and the regiment is helping me
achieve that goal.”

The distinctive echoes of
the pipes and drums resonat-
ed throughout the barracks
and into the courtyard beyond. Pipe Major
Lewis Barclay first held a set of bagpipes 25
years ago under the watchful eye of his
grandfather. Having won several solo com-
petitions he is about to join the staff at the

Cpl Les Gray, quick reac-
tion force commander

Above - Lt Stephen Vaid
(left) and LCpl Jim Rennie
on a vehicle checkpoint

Left — Hldr Scott Henderson
on Braveheart Challenge

nghlanders

Army School of Piping and Drumming as
Pipe Major and Instructor.

“My brother, Alistair, is with The Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders,” he said as he
paused for breath. “He is the Drum Major
of the Argylls and we will see
one another soon at a Royal
British Legion competition in
Edinburgh. I guess you could
say that this music runs in the
family.”

Army drumming champi-
on LCpl James Clark
explained his introduction to
the drums: “I heard someone
playing a side drum in a park
in Beith, Ayshire. I spoke to
him and was introduced to the
Ardrossan Pipe Band. Eigh-
teen months later I joined the
Army to be a drummer.”

After training he attended the Guards
School of Piping and Drumming in Surrey.
He transferred to the Highlanders from the
Scots Guards in 1995.

MEMBERS of the Highland-
ers’ wives’ club have had sever-
al daunting challenges to face.
They have also adjusted from a
pre- to a post-cease-fire climate
as professionally as their cam-
ouflage-clad other halves.

Cpl “Rab C” Cunningham
is one of a staff of four who
provide the liaison between the
families and the regiment. A
recent wives’ military exercise,
a fashion show, plus Christmas
and Halloween parties, have
kept the interest high during
difficult times.

Exercise Heather Belle had
34 wives from The High-
landers, 8 Brigade and 176
RMP taking part in clay-pigeon
shooting, go-karting, bus dri-
ving and tackling an assault
course during the day, then digging
trenches, laying line and setting up camp
for the night.

Youth Leader Trudy Nelson gave her
view of the events: “Great fun, especially
the bus driving. But I hate beasties and I
can’t understand how I got paired up with
a 6ft woman to dig our trench. I'm only
5ft 6in and by the time we had finished I
couldn’t see a thing.”

Clothes for a charity fashion show held
at the New Community Centre at Bal-
lykelly were provided by a major chain
store and models from the wives, chil-

g.e

dren, and soldiers of the regiment. About
£500 was raised for the local Belmont
House Special Needs School, and £50 for
the mothers’ and toddlers’ group.

But when the regiment was called out
last year the wives felt the agony too.

“We had just got ready to go out when
the phone rang and they told him to get
back on the transport,” said Helen David-
son. “You are supposed to get used to that
sort of thing, being an Army wife, but I'm
not sure you really want to. This is a beau-
tiful country and there’s nothing we
would like more than to be able to explore

Wives respond to the
challen A=

Highlander wives: (clockwise from left) Heather Ballard, Trudy Nelson, Dee Taylor, Jenny Perry, Les
Ross (standing), Barbara Lucus, Helen Davidson with Michael, Margit McCarthy with Michelle, and
Natalie Ballard

and go shopping together. The end of the
cease-fire put paid to that. Its a real
shame.”

The regiment is returning to the UK
and Catterick Garrison. The consensus
of opinion is that Yorkshire is a great post
after a Northern Ireland tour.

“You can’t really call it exotic but at
least we will be able to see more of our
husbands. The children are always so
excited to see their fathers, and that’s the
same throughout the regiment,” said
German-born Margit McCarthy, who
has been married for ten years.

Piper Robert Stewart has man-
aged to combine two of his favourite
activities during his Army career —
piping and skiing.

“I liked the music and had a
chance to join, he said simply. “And I
have just returned from the Army
winter championships in St Moritz
where I qualified for the Downbhill
event.” Without a doubrt the best of
both worlds.

Sport and competition are no
strangers to the soldiers in London-
derry. In the battalion’s own Brave-
heart Challenge, ten-man teams
have done battle on the physical
front. Each man pulling a 4-tonne
vehicle for 50 metres, “heaves”, sit-
ups, and a rowing and bike biathlon,
have tested the Highlanders to the
limits of their strength and endurance, all in
the name of fun.

Support Company came top in training
and showed great promise for the final
stages of the competition. As they gathered

Hidr John Lambert reaches the top of the Letterkenny sangar

around HIdr Scott Henderson, who had
just finished sweating over the finish line,
parts of the 25-ft high, mile-long wall
around Londonderry glimmered in the late
afternoon sun.

Lt Col Stewart summed up the
tour: “The themes of excellence,
readiness and humour have been
brought sharply into focus during this
tour.

“The battalion goes from strength
to strength, and the skills and spirit of
the Jocks continue to impress all who
encounter them. The battalion has
established, under testing conditions,
a truly excellent reputation across a
wide spectrum of endeavour.

“Further challenges lie in wait, for
sure, but the 1st Battalion is ready to
tackle them in true ‘sharp and spark-
ly’ fashion.”

The 6th century monastery on the
Scottish Island of Iona is testament to
the work carried out by an Irish saint
and apostle of Scotland known by the
Islanders as St Columba. The Irish know of
him by a different name, St Colm Cille, and
his oak grove still waits for him under the
watchful eyes of The Highlanders in Lon-
donderry.
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A Military Atlas of the First
World War by Arthur Banks.
Second reprint of encyclopaedic
study of the conflict with the aid
of 250 maps plus hundreds of
diagrams and illustrations. Leo
Cooper, hardback, £19.95.

Gubbins & SOE by Peter Wilkin-
son and Joan Bright Astley. First
published in 1993, this book
about Colin Gubbins, the com-
mander of SOE — “a resistance
leader of undoubted genius and
remarkable aptitude” — contains
new material. Pen & Sword
Paperback, £11.95.

Queen Mary and the Cruiser:
The Curacoa Disaster by David
A Thomas and Patrick Holmes.
Nearly 340 men were lost when
the Queen Mary, in service as a
troopship, scythed through the
cruiser HMS Curacoa on the
bright afternoon of October 2,
1942. Patrick Holmes is one of
the few survivors alive today. Leo
Cooper, hardback, £18.95.

Silent Heroes: The Story of
the SAS by Graeme Stewart.
Author, who writes under a
pseudonym, worked alongside
the SAS as a war photographer.
Michael O’'Mara Books, paper-
back, £4.99.

Spirit of hope that
survived SOE
and the Gestapo

CONFUCIUS wrote: “The
height of misfortune is the loss
of all hope”, and the author
exemplifies this throughout his
story of his service with Special
Operations Executive (SOE),
and in particular during his
barbaric treatment at the
hands of his German captors in
Fresnes, Buchenwald, Camp
Dora and Ravensbruck.

A Dutchman by birth who
had lived in Belgium and spoke
French and German fluently,
he was an ideal recruit for SOE
in France and the Low Coun-
tries after he had made his ini-
tial escape from Belgium via
Spain to Canada, where he
enlisted in Dutch forces.

Transferring to the com-
mandos on arrival in England,
he was selected for a two-man
reconnaissance patrol to Sark
because of his languages,
which was so successful he was

The French
® L ]
Foreign Legion -
A Guidebook to joining.
The complete and definitive guide to joining
the world’s elite army. Details include -
® Addresses of recruiting centres
# Postings within the Legion
¢ A complete translation of the famous
five-year contract

Promotion scales
Pay and conditions

L R 2

A typical day breakdown of basic
training
% Weapons and equipment.

For just £13.99

inc post and packaging

Send chequel/postal order or international
money order made out to
‘Salvo Books’ for £13.99 and send to:
Dept 2275 Salvo Books
PO Box 106 Yelverton

Devon PL20 6XY
Please allow 28 days for delivery.
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Pierre Lalande Special Agent
by Guido Zembsch-Schreve. Leo
Cooper, £18.95.

noticed by SOE and recruited.

After more vigorous and spe-
cialist training he was inserted
into France by parachute,
together with a wireless opera-
tor, with the aim of setting up a
new cell in Paris to replace one
which had been compromised.
This he did skilfully and enter-
prisingly, and his story of how
he did it could be a textbook
for future operators and is best
left to the reader to enjoy.

His capture in Paris, when
trying to contact an agent who
had been blown, was according
to himself entirely his own fault
and his action was against all
the rules, which paints a more
honest picture than that in M
R D Foot’s book SOE, which
states “he was caught by a rou-
tine police operation while trying
to hand over a transmitter”.

His capture and subsequent
treatment by the Germans is a
story of barbaric brutality,
throughout which his ingenu-
ity, courage, humour, instinct,
indomitable spirit, SOE train-
ing and loyalty to his comrades
shines through and is best left
to the reader to experience. An
experience it certainly is.

His reaction on returning to
England after his escape in the
closing days of the war in
Europe however should be
recorded. “I paid a preliminary
visit to London to meet the
heads of SOE’s French Sec-
tion, who made me welcome as
a wasp at a picnic. Absolute
anarchy reigned. The whole
department was divided into
rival factions, each of them
obsessed with a single idea,
namely to assist its claim to be
the true saviour of France.”

What an end to such a tale of
suffering and endurance.

Long may he enjoy his retire-
ment in Provence. As he right-
ly says: “An appreciation of
simple joys and the determina-
tion to preserve them intact —
that should be our guiding
light. May it lead the human
race, step by step, towards its
ultimate goal: a world at
peace.” — PSN

REVIEWSy

REME, wet and dry: members of the ca'Ps during Operation Granby and (inset) on a rainy 50th anniversary parade

Front-line doctor
earned two VCs

ANY soldier capable of win-
ning two Victoria Crosses in
the space of a few months is an
exception, even in the distin-
guished annals of heroism in
the face of the enemy.

Capt Noel Chavasse RAMC,
who died in August 1917
during the bloody slaughter at
Passchendaele, was such a
marn.

In fact, he was the only sol-
dier to win two VCs in the
1914-18 war.

Chavasse did not survive the
3!/>month battle for Passchen-
daele. He died from the dread-
ful shellfire wounds he suffered
while tending injured men.

Until then he had lived a
charmed life. With death ever-
constant, he somehow evaded
the bullets. Such was his good
fortune that his men consid-

I-crafted story

IN 1970 I had the pleasure of
reviewing the first volume of
the REME corps history,
which told the corps’ story
from its birth in 1942, “in the
blackest days of the Second
World War,” to 1968.

The present volume takes
that story on from 1969 to
1992, and lives up to the high
standard set by its predecessor.

This is an exhaustively-
researched work which pro-
ceeds logically from a review of
the higher management of the
corps, through a description of
the work of the equipment
branches, and goes on to deal
with REME’s achievements in
training and on operations
worldwide.

It concludes by considering
regimental and sporting activ-
ities.

Tables, wisely concentrated
at the end of chapters, list such
things as the evolution of the
corps’ organisation, casualties,
honours and awards, and the
senior hierarchy. The book is
illustrated with a mixture of
photographs and line draw-
ings.

It is wunusually well-pro-
duced, and offers good value
for money. As part of a corps
official history this can hardly
be other than military history

This review is by Prof Richard Holmes, Director of the Security Studies
Institute, Cranfield University at RMCS Shrivenham. A brigadier in the TA,
he is to be the next Director of Reserve Forces and Cadets. A second
series of his “War Walks” is due to be screened on BBC2 in the autumn.

of the more formal sort. How-
ever, it is commendably well
written, and the authors are
successful in enlivening what
could so easily be stodgy fare
with judicious sprinklings of
anecdote.

A workshop commander
organised a wives’ visit to his
unit during a BAOR exercise,
only to discover that: “Several
couples set off into deep cover.
One telecommunications tech-
nician took his wife to show her
his box-bodied repair vehicle.
While  inside,

Even parades did not always
go exactly as planned.

When the corps celebrated
its freedom of entry into
Minden in 1973, an injudi-
ciously-parked civilian vehicle
was nudged by a passing
REME truck, whose driver was
fined DM10 by a policeman-
spectator: the fine was promply
refunded.

The parade celebrating
REME’s 50th anniversary
coincided with an unseason-
able downpour which drenched

but did not

the door unac-
countably
jammed.”

On another
exercise, when
a padre gave
communion to

Craftsmen of the Army, Volume
ll: The Story of the Royal Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engi-
neers 1969-1992 by Brig J M
Kneen and Brig D J Sutton. Pub-
lished by Leo Cooper and REME,
hardback, £25.

dispirit partici-
pants and
observers
alike.

In short, if
the book traces
the detailed
evolution of

soldiers in full

NBC protective kit, “his com-
munion wafers were contained
in a small tupperware box
placed inside a green metal
case.”

On a third, recovery crews
had to deal with 21 armoured
vehicles bogged down within
an area of 16 square kilome-
tres.

the British army’s equipment
support structure, it also cele-
brates the life of a corps.
Although Crafismen of the
Army will appeal primarily to
serving and former members
of REME, it is not merely a
piece of parochial introspec-
tion, for it provides military
historians with an invaluable

source of reference. For
instance, the account of the
run-up to Operation Granby
(the Gulf War of 1990-1991)
shows how sending a relatively
light armoured division to the
Gulf lacerated the equipment
resources of 1 (British) Corps.

By early January a single
base workshop in Germany
had inspected, repaired and
dispatched to the Gulf 2,238
major assemblies. The process
of equipment cannibalisation
required is described graphi-
cally.

“Giving units in 7th
Armoured Brigade exactly
what they asked for had lots of
knock-on effects,” recalled one
officer, “depriving others and
rendering them non-opera-
tional; increased costs when we
were not sure who would pay.”

Once in theatre, vehicles and
equipment had to be prepared
for and maintained in desert
conditions. Gen Sir Peter de la
Billiere, the British comman-
der, declared: “No praise is too
high for the efforts of the
REME.”

This book is a model of how
this sort of history ought to be
written: how delighted I am to
have it sitting on my bookshelf
alongside its distinguished pre-
decessor.

Chavasse Double VC by Ann
Clayton. Pen & Sword Paperback,
£11.95.

ered him something of a regi-
mental mascot.

A twin son of Bishop
Chavasse, Bishop of Liverpool,
he was, before joining the
RAMC and being attached to
the Liverpool Scottish, a young
doctor at the city’s Royal
Southern Hospital, where his
experiences stood him in good
stead at Guillemont, at the
time he won his first VC, and
later at Passchendaele.

He had already won a Mili-
tary Cross at Hooge.

During a German attack at
Guillemont, Chavasse attend-
ed the wounded all day under
heavy fire, frequently in view of
the enemy. During the night he
searched for wounded in front
of the enemy lines, and next
day was wounded while carry-
ing an urgent case to safety
while under fire.

That night he rescued three
more men from a shellhole
practically under the lip of the
German trenches, buried the
bodies of two officers and col-
lected many identity discs.

Chavasse was  seriously
wounded early in the action at
Passchendaele — he was hit
twice in the head — but refused
to leave his post. Under heavy
fire, he insisted on going out to
look for wounded men, saving
many who would have died
without attention.

He “died peacefully, at one
o’clock in the afternoon of 4
August, 1917, It was the third
anniversary of the outbreak of
war”.

Anne Clayton’s acclaimed
biography, first published in
1992, has been reprinted in
paperback. Chavasse Double
VC tells of his infant days with
his twin, Christopher, their
time at Oxford, and his days as
a junior doctor.

His letters, written from the
front to his parents, family and
fiancée — a girl who was pre-
pared to go to France to marry
him — are reproduced.

The Chavasse name is highly
regarded in Liverpool to this
day. Plans were announced in
February for a £91.4-million
development on the city’s
Chavasse Park.
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® Organisers at the
Tomorrow’s World Live exhi-
bition at the NEC, Birming-
ham voted an Army
equipment support stand
one of the best.

Centrepiece of the dis-
play, put on by the Army
Technical Support Agency,
the Army Base Repair
Organisation and REME,
was an overhauled Warrior
513 repair and recovery
vehicle delivered direct from
ABRO Donnington, and a
display of electronic, radio
and optronic equipment.

The number of career
enquiries received from
thousands of visitors sug-
gested that the hard work
put into the stand was worth
the effort.

Canloan
spirit alive
and well

AN article (Diary, Oct 28) on Can-
loan — the Canadian exchange
officers who served with British
units during the Second World
War - has drawn a belated
response from Zimbabwe.

Brig Adrian Naughten, head of
the British Military Advisory and

ZPPO

THREE Services combined to
rescue naturalist Tony Soper
when he narrowly escaped being
crippled in a freak accident on
far-away South Georgia.

He was lecturing on board the
cruise ship Professor Molchanov
in the South Atlantic and was hurt
when a cable hoisting a power-
boat used to ferry passengers to
see king penguins snapped.

A heavy block fell on Tony’s
legs, badly breaking both bones
in his lower right leg.

Maj Tony Willmen, an Army
doctor at Grytviken — four hours
away — stabilised the fractures
before the cruise ship raced back

Tony Soper’s
purple service

to the Falkland Islands, where a
Royal Navy surgeon operated on
Tony in the King Edward Memori-
al Hospital. A plate and screws
were inserted in the leg.

It was fortunate that the regular
resupply RAF Tristar aircraft was
due to leave the following day,
and Tony was medevac'd to the
UK.

Thanks to Army, Navy and Royal
Air Force, the ornithologist was
back in Britain just days after his
horrific accident off one of the
world’s more remote islands.

“The chaps did a marvellous
job on me" said Tony. “! can’t

thank everyone enough.”

Training Team in Southern Africa ,
came across the story in a pile of
back copies preserved in Harare.
His last appointment was as the
Defence Adviser (DA) in Canada,
where, he says, the spirit of Can-
loan is very much alive. Apparent-
ly there are branches in every
province, and two years ago the
50th anniversary was celebrated
by 80 Canloaners at a grand
dinner in Ottawa arranged by Brig

Lighters

with your crest
Minimum order 50

For full details complete the coupon below and send to:

with my Regimental crest
NAME

W.A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. Unit 27,
Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 5AX

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters

ADDRESS
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Naughten and his British Defence
Liaison Staff.

A silver trophy, funded by the
Foreign and Commonwealth
Office and to be known as the
Canloan Cup, will be competed for
between British and Canadian
Army cadets at their annual shoot-
ing match.

Involvement of the British DA
with Canloan goes back many
years, and includes lunch for the
veterans at the DA'’s residence fol-
lowing the annual Remembrance
Day service in Ottawa.

Average attendance during Brig
Naughten's three years in post
was 57.

Latest figures reveal that of the
original 673 Canloan officers (128
were killed in action), 193 are alive
today, the youngest a hale and
hearty 71.

Col Keith Calder (pictured),
Honorary Colonel of 201 (North-
ern) Field Hospital (Volunteers),
has finally hung up his forceps.

A member of the Territorial
Army since 1960 and a former
commanding officer of 201, he
returned to serve as colonel two
years ago.

He is succeeded by Gen Peter
Craig.

Para dog’s
new stone

A stone marking the remains of
Smokey the Polish para dog is to
be rededicated in the grounds of a
Lincolnshire school.

Smokey, plucked by a Polish
officer from a blitzed building in
London in 1945, became mascot
to the Polish Medical Parachute
Company based at what is now
Stamford School. He shared the
lives of the soldiers, even para-
chuting with them.

But when the company went to
Arnhem, Smokey was left behind.
In despair, he pined away.

The company, greatly upset by
his death, gave him a military
burial. A headstone had decayed
so much that last year the school
sought permission from the Polish
Airborne Association to repair it.

The stone was rededicated
during the Stamford Combined
Cadet Force annual inspection at
which the Polish Ambassador was
a guest of honour.

® The REME Band, appearing
on behalf of the Star and Garter
Home, will be playing at a one-off
Freedom Festival at Beaulieu on
June 8- to mark the 75th anniver-
sary of the Disabled Drivers Motor
Club. Anyone registered disabled
may gain free entry if they order
tickets on 01275 836465.

A 15-year ambition achieved. Mr and Mrs Jones and WO2 Alan Phelps are greeted at Mt Pleasant Airport in
the Falklands. Left to right are WO2 (SSM) Steve Laing RE, who organised the visit, WO2 Alan Phelps,
Evelyn and Stan Jones, and Norman Clark of the Friends of ‘82 Trust

Parents’ emotional
Falklands pilgrimage

FIFTEEN years on from the Falk-
fands War, the parents of a young
sapper who was killed during one
of the final battles have made an
emotional pilgrimage to the moun-
tain-top where he died.
Christopher Jones RE (18),
who was attached to 45 Comman-
do, Royal Marines, was killed by
mortar fire on June 12, 1982,
during the fighting for Two Sisters,
a craggy hill holding up the final
British advance on Port Stanley.
His body was returned to Britain
for burial, but his parents, Stan
and Evelyn Jones, of Cinderford,
Glos, had wanted to walk on the
mountain and see the islands and
people that he had fought for.
Their chance came in March,
when Headquarters British Forces
Falklands and a local civilian

Inns of Court Regiment and City
of London Yeomanry: Garden
party to mark 50th anniversary of
reforming of two units, June 4, in
Lincoln’s Inn. Former Rough Riders
and members of Devil's Own, per-
manent staff, wives and friends
welcome. Tickets (£10) from T
Taylor, Pine View, Haslemere
Road, Witley, Godalming, Surrey
GU8 5QA (tel 01428 683757).

Armourers’ Association: The
Armourers and Artificers Weapon
REME and RAOC annual reunion
takes place at the Victory Services
Club, London, June 21. Details
from Chris Dennis, 18 Willowslea
Road, Worcester WR3 7QP (tel
01905 755334).

Hong Kong: Reunion on July 5 at
the Royal Sailors’ Home Club,
Portsmouth, has been confirmed.
Anyone who served in Hong Kong
in recent years is welcome.
Cheques for £12 payable to M L
Rutley and forwarded to him at 36

group, the Friends of ‘82 Trust,
organised the 16,000-mile round
trip.

Mr and Mrs Jones were accom-
panied to the Falklands by their
son-in-law, WO2 Alan Phelps RM,
himself a Falklands veteran. WO2
Phelps was able to give Mr and
Mrs Jones a poignant tour of the
Two Sisters battiefield, where
debris from the fighting still litters
the landscape.

The lasting danger of Falklands
battle sites was vividly illustrated
when Mr Jones found an unex-
ploded mortar shell. It was later
destroyed by a bomb disposal
team from Stanley.

The three visitors laid wreaths
at war memorials on nearby
Sapper Hill, at Goose Green, and
in Stanley.

Albermarle Avenue, Elson, Gosport,
Hants PO12 4HU before June 15.
Details on 01705 501083.

6th Battalion, Gordon High-
landers 1939-45: Annual reunion
dinner, Sept 5, at RBL, Buckie. All
Gordon Highlanders welcome.
Details from A Robson on 01542
833254,

Staffordshire Regiment: Annual
reunion to be held at Whittington
Barracks, Lichfield on Sept 13.
Details from RHQ, The Stafford-
shire Regiment, Whittington Bar-
racks, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9PY

Ex-members of
Company RMP who served in
Austria on Four Power Patrol
{Vienna), 1945-55, sought. Ring
01252 524826.

Details of 315 Battery, 130 Fd
Regt (Lowland) RA, attached to

105 Provost

Scholarship
to Korea

® Closing date for applica-
tions for a post-graduate
scholarship in Korea is June
30.

The Samsung-Royal British
Legion Korean scholarship,
in association with the British
Korean Veterans' Associa-
tion, is for British nationals
aged between 21 and 30 on
March 1 next year. It is open
to serving and ex-serving
members of the Armed
Forces, their spouses and
descendants.

Preference is given to
descendants of Korean War
veterans: the scholarship
fund was set up by Samsung
Europe in memory of those
who gave their lives during
the conflict.

Details from Col T H Eng-
lish on 0171 973-7256.

(please enclose sae).

12 Green Howards/161 Regi-
mentt RAC 1942-44: Ex-person-
nel who served in Scarborough,
Trowbridge, Wiltshire and Bally-
mena sought for reunion in
Redcar on Sept 20. Contact Vic
Sylvester, 5 Longbeck Road,
Marske by the Sea, Redcar TS11
6EZ (tel 01642 486932).

105 Club Austria RMP: Reunion
dinner in Windermere, Oct 11. Ex-
members of 105 Provost Compa-
ny welcome. Further details on
01252 524826.

52nd Lowland Division, and
trained at Harwich and Colchester
in early stages of Second World
War, sought by Charles Cameron
Carruthers, 14 Poplar Street,
Dunbar, East Lothian EN42 LP6.

Miss L Williams wishes to contact

Picture: SAC Garry Williams

MAY

Overlord military vehicle show,
which was to have taken place
at Longmoor Camp, Hants, has
been rescheduled for May 24-26
at Popham Airfield, Basingstoke.
JUNE

4-5: Floodlit Beating Retreat by
Massed Bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards. Tickets
on 0171 839-5323.

14: Queen’s Birthday Parade, F
Coy Scots Guards, Horse Guards
(Major General's Review, May
31; Colonel's Review, June 7).
21: Sherborne Military Tattoo,
Sherborne Castle, Dorset, in aid
of Poppy Appeal and Army
Benevolent Fund. Features dis-
plays by White Helmets, PWRR
free-fall team, D and D Band,
RGR Pipes and Drums, 9 Para
Sqgn RE, AAC helicopters.
28-29: Victorian Military Society
celebration of Queen Victoria's
Diamond Jubilee, in the Historic
Dockyard, Chatham.

29: Colchester Garrison County
Day, Fingringhoe, featuring Red
Devils and Army tug-of-war.
JULY

6: 30 Signal Regiment, open
day, Bramcote featuring White
Helmets, R Signals and Brigade
of Gurkhas bands, APTC dis-
play team (01455 222551).
15-27: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court. Tickets: 0171 244-0244.
27: Middle Wallop Challenge 97
air show. Tickets: 01980 674421.
SEPTEMBER

6-7: Berwick Military Tattoo, The
Barracks, Berwick-upon-Tweed.
13-15. Military Survey 250th
anniversary, Hermitage.
OCTOBER

7-8: Cyprus Walkabout.

24: |sle of Thanet Festival of
Remembrance. Tickets: 01843

292882.
|

® Veterans will be welcome
at the 3rd (United Kingdom)
Division commemorations in
Normandy on June 6. The
timetable is: Caen Chateau
1015 hrs; Caen 3 Div monu-
ment 1030; Hermanville La
Breche sea front 1915; Her-
manville Cemetery 2045. Fur-
ther information from Maj
(Retd) Delius on 01980 672326.

The following have been awarded
MSMs:

RA: SSgt W J McOwan; SSgt B
Summerfield.

Scottish Division: Sgt R E Scott,
BW.

RLC: WO1 E A Larrard; WO2 Ng
Kit Choi.

REME: WO2 G French.

any RAOC survivors of ss Anselm,
torpedoed July 5, 1941 off the
Azores bound for Tokoradi. Her
brother, serving in the RAF, was
lost when the ship went down.
Replies to 48 Heol Preseli, Fish-
guard, Pembrokeshire SA65 9JG
(01348 872953).
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International
.| Air Tattoo 1997
RAF FAIRFORD GLOS
19.20 JULY

Big skies,
Big flying displays,
Big family spectacle

ALL FREE

" pairs of adult tickets
to be won for
Fairford International Air Tattoo

by entering the WORDSEARCH

competition below.
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Cut out the coupon and return to:
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU
to arrive no later than June 30, 1997
Winners will be notified by post
Nam
Address

Postcode:
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EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.
S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,
@ T-shirts single

Knowsley Industrial Park North, 2 miilticolourad
Kirby, Liverpool L33 TSA. designs

Phone: 0151-546 5161/2 @ Embroidered
D8 V-neck jumpers

@ English-made
sweat shirts

also many other items

VISTA SPORTSLTD.

Vista House, 28 High Street, "Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA,

Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

7" Regal Military | 1
Uﬁd\ Tailors : 3 4

‘:-—-'L‘_-' The Hallmark of fine military tailoring
A personal handcut tailoring service for Officers and Senior
NCOs.

All uniforms, Mess Dress, suit and blazer requirements are
made to measure and fitted by our craftsmen.

Only regimentally approved materials are used and all work is
carried out on our own premises.

A full range of complementary accessories is offered.
Discount is given on all bulk orders.
Interest free credit.
Contact your personal military tailor:
Germany — Tel: (0541) 2021058
UK - Tel/Fax: 0113 236 1091
Regal Military Tailoring
3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Leeds LS1 3HA B

WITH ORDERS OF 25 GARMENTS OR MORE

READY TO BE DEPLOYED
IMMEDIATELY!

HARGREA\/FS

PROMOTIONS
Telephone: 01705 822436
* NO HIDDEN COSTS * FULLY STOCKED SERVICE
« SWEATSHIRTS  T-SHIRTS * POLO SHIRTS * RUGBY SHIRTS = DRILL TOPS & TRACK SUITS »

Hargreaves Promotions Ltd., Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants PO4 85Y
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Medals
by the
year

WHILE reading your letters
page of April 28 I had to turn
back to the front page to check
that it wasn’t the April 1 edi-
tion when I read the letter from
Yorkie (“Three-year men
looked down on”).

Although I have heard that
Mill Hill and High Wycombe
can be quite rough on a Satur-
day night, it is hardly front-line
stuff which deserves a medal.

The Queen and Prime Min-
ister at the time of Yorkie’s ser-
vice will have been, I’'m sure,
grateful for his commitment
for three years, but I don’t
think a medal for it would have
been high on their agenda.

What would we give nine-
year men? Three medals? And
12-year men? Four medals, or
just make them bigger? [ would
like to tell Yorkie that it is pos-
sible to do 22 years and not get
a medal, and as commendable
as his charity is with reference
to profits made from a com-
mercial medal, I would say:
“Wise up”.

Keep up the good work, Sol-
dier, and let’s have more on the
QRH. - SSgt Armstrong,
HQ Sgn, QRH.

Pride in
the RHA

SEEING Bdr Bert Hall of 3
RHA with the banner of N
Bartery (The Eagle Troop) at
Bessbrook Mill (Soldier, April
28) made me a proud man.

I am sure I recognise the
banner from my days as a
National Serviceman with 4
RHA (1956-58) and when I
opened the centre pages on
which the article appeared I
felt your magazine was speak-
ing to me. There are many ex-
gunners of the RHA in the part
of Scotland where I live, who
like me are proud to wear the
regimental blazer.

Though disabled 1 still live
and breathe the Horse Gun-
ners and it’s my ambition to
attend the 1,000-horse pageant
at Windsor in July. — William
Millan Marshall (ex-Gnr, 4
RHA), Gourock, Clydeside.

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

I Wlh !
24
BO0KERS

FOOD TASTING

“l salute your enthusiasm, Sgt Eccles, but feel a touch
more subtlety in your approach might have been better.”

Food-tasting for new contractors — Page 21

Drummie’s insignia
elongs to infantry

AFTER serving 13 years as a
drummer, I was always told
that the drum platoon was the
showpiece of any infantry bat-
talion, upholding the traditions
of the regiment in modern
times.

First, the drums were an
asset to the commanding offi-
cer on parade as well as in the
field. And the drum major was
a man who had respect for and
knowledge of the traditions,
music and history of the regi-
ment.

Every man in the battalion
would know the drum major
by his drum badge and four

chevrons. There can only be
one “drummie”, as the High-
lander said.

So how can a member from
a regimental band stand in as
drum major? I accept he may

Turn to next page for Points in
Question and For the Record

have done the drill course, but
the badge and chevrons belong
on an infantryman, not a musi-
cian.

Ask a drummer to wear the
badge of a bandsman and the
reply would be unprintable. —
Cpl McKenna, 6 P1, B Coy,
2 RRF, BFPO 23.

Chipmunk over Berlin

CONCERNING vour news
feature “Final flight of the
Chipmunk” (April 28), I was a
locally employed civilian staff
member at PSA AWO M and
E Workshop, Smuts Barracks,
BFPO 45. I had the great plea-
sure in 1984 to be a passenger

for a trip over Berlin. We took
off on a very windy and rainy
day from RAF Gatow Station
and the Chipmunk fought very
bravely against the strong
wind. I still have photographs of
the day. — M K P Kahlbow,
Reutlingen, Germany

Soldierwelcomes letters for publication from all readers, whatever their status.
Letters must be brief, typed or written clearly and include the correspondent’s
name and address in block capitals, not necessarily for publication. Anony-
mous letters will not be considered. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the
decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to edit for length, clarity or style.

Great read

| WOULD like to say how very
much | like reading your maga-
zine. | am a cadet and usually
buy fashion mags which cost an
arm and a leg and don't have
much in them.

Then | started getting Sol-
dier, which is half the price and
has loads of information . . . and
more pages. Good luck. — Sule
Piacenti, Peacehaven, East
Sussex.

Freebies!

IS THERE any unit newly
arrived in Bosnia, or just about
to be posted there, which could
use some posters to decorate
its base?

I've got about 100 to give
away — some advertising LPs,
the rest motorbikes.

Does anyone have a contact
in St Petersburg? I have a con-
signment of sweets I’d like to
give to the city’s street chil-
dren, but I need a bit of help
with transport and distribu-
tion. — Marilyn Mailley, 19
Uffmoor Estate, Halesowen
B63 4]R (tel: 0121-585 5274).
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A VALUABLE regimental
symbol, dating from the
Indian Mutiny 140 years ago,
has been returned to the
Gurkhas by their Colonel-in-
Chief.

The Prince of Wales for-
mally handed the Queen’s
Truncheon to the 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles,
during a ceremony at the
Royal Military  Academy,
Sandhurst, on April 28.

The equivalent of a royal
standard, the imposing and
ornate Truncheon had been
the pride of the 2nd King
Edward VII’'s Own Gurkha
Rifles (The Sirmoor Rifles).

It was presented to the regi-
ment by Queen Victoria to
mark the loyalty of its soldiers
during the rebellion of 1857.

Symbol of loyalty
returned to Gur

But when the four Gurkha
regiments were disbanded in
1994 and replaced by the pre-
sent Royal Gurkha Rifles, the
Queen’s Truncheon, which is
similar to a drum major’s
mace, was placed in the
Indian Army Memorial Room
at Sandhurst.

There it was expected to
remain, but because of its
unique design and signifi-
cance as a symbol of Gurkha
loyalty and bravery, the Trun-
cheon has now been returned
to regimental service.

Watching the ceremony at
Sandhurst was Lt (QGO)
Bishnukumar Pun, who,
when serving with the old 2nd
Gurkhas in 1994, had handed
the Truncheon to the Prince
of Wales for safe keeping.

has

The Prince of
Wales presents
the Queen’s
Truncheon to

the 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal
Gurkha Rifles

\— Picture: Terry Champion

GSM ‘Near East’

Q: When was the GSM - Bar
‘Near East’ issued and why, and
what was the qualifying service
and geographical zone cov-
ered? (H Cross, March 31).

THE General Service Medal (Army
and RAF) 1918-62 with clasp
“Near East” was authorised in
Army Order 81/1957. It was to be
awarded to officers and other
ranks of UK Forces and certain
listed civilian categories.

The area and dates were Egypt
and Egyptian Waters from Octo-
ber 31 to December 22, 1956.

The periods were one day, or
part thereof, ashore; one day in
one of the 182 listed ships™; or one
sortie by aircrew over the opera-
tional area.

*The ships were listed by name
and the breakdown includes 59
Royal Navy, 8 LSTs, 1 LS hospital
(S), 5 MLs, 30 RFAs, 6 HM tugs, 7
HM salvage vessels, 3 French
ships, 3 RASC LCTs, and 52 mer-
chantmen. — Lt Col (Retd) A R
Tinson, Fleet, Hants.

1st Chinese Regiment
Q: Can readers shed light on the

origins of the 1st Chinese Regi-
ment and its badge? (Mr A E
Tate, April 28).

THE 1st Chinese Regiment of
Infantry (also called the Wei-Hai-
Wei Regiment) was formed in Nov
1898 after Britain obtained the
lease of the port and town of Wei-
Hai-Wei in Shantung Province to
prevent the Gulf of Pechili from
falling under the domination of any
single foreign power.

it was recruited from the local
Chinese of the town and surround-
ing district but also included a
number of Manchus. Service in
the regiment proved so popular

32

that by 1901 it had a strength of
1,320 all ranks, organised as 12
companies.

In 1900 the regiment was called
upon to open fire on serious dis-
turbances in Wei-Hai-Wei instigat-
ed by the popularist Boxer
Movement.

A detachment of four compa-
nies under Lt Col Hamilton Bower
saw action in the field against the
main Boxer armies and took part
in the defence of Peking Legations
June 10-14, Taku Forts on the
Peiho River June 17, capture of
Tsientsin City July 13 [hence the
battle honour on the cap badge],
and relief of Peking August 14.

The detachment was highly
praised for its discipline and gal-
lantry during the campaign. It lost
44 killed and 14 wounded.

The need to maintain a garrison
at Wei-Hai-Wei disappeared with
the signing of a treaty with Japan
and the regiment was disbanded
in June 1906.

It was a sad end to a fine unit. - R
A Hamilton, Ainsdale, South-
port.

THE regiment wore a dark blue
uniform cut in Indian Army style, a
blue turban, long blue puttees, a
red cummerbund and brown
leather equipment (less boots,
which were black).

Twelve other ranks under a
European SNCO marched in the
Coronation procession of King
Edward VIl in 1902. — Pete de
Wood, Schwalmtal, Germany.

® Many thanks to all the other
readers who responded, including
the Rev R A McDowall, HQ
Defence School of Transport,
Leconfield, E Yorks, who mentions
that a succinct history of the regi-
ment and other 20th century fron-
tier units can be found in James
Lunt's book Imperial Sunset, pub-
lished by Macdonald in 1981. —
Editor

Dragon badge
IN RESPONSE to Messrs Kelly

and Edwards (April 14), the China
Dragon of the Royal Berkshire
Regiment was awarded to the
49th Foot in 1843 and appeared
as a badge on their glengarries
from 1874.

A green dragon is thought to
have distinguished the colours of
The Buffs in about 1707, when the
regiment was in Ghent. Its origin is
obscure but may be traced to a
dragon in Dutch history which was
taken from a mosque during the
Crusades and brought to Bruges,
later to be transferred to Ghent.

Alternatively, the emblem could
have been conferred on The Buffs
by Queen Anne at the behest of
her husband, the Colonel of the

For the record

Bosnia sappers
YOUR feature “All change for sap-

pers in Bosnia” (March 31) men-
tioned 42 Survey Engineer Group
from the UK as being part of 39
Engr Regt, when in fact the major-
ity of soldiers in Geo Tp, Banja
Luka, have been provided by 14
Independent Topographic Sqn,
Royal Engineers, based in Ger-
many.

We are an extremely proud and
aggressive unit who are well-
known in UKSC(G) as a group of
people who try our hardest and

Regiment, Prince George of Den-
mark — a symbol of their roots in
the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. A
dragon was used as a supporter in
the arms of both Elizabeth and the
City of London.

The old saying “Steady the
Buffs” dates from 1858, when the
newly-raised 2nd Battalion shared
barracks in Malta with the veteran
21st Fusiliers.

The recruit Buffs needed to be
steadied when on parade next to
the Fusiliers, and the oft-heard
command, “Steady the Buffs!” was
mimicked so often by the Fusiliers
that it crept into common usage. —
P D Griffin, Leicester.

FOR confirmation that the China
Dragon was worn by the 49th Foot
(Hertfordshire Regt) | refer Mr
Edwards to Head-dress Badges of
the British Army Vol 1 by Kipling
and King. lllustration No 505
shows the badge with the dragon
standing on the word China, the
number (49), the title “Princess
Charlotte of Wales” and the word
“Hertfordshire” at the top. — Sat
Colin Anstee (ex-Royal Anglian),
HQ Company 5th Bn PWRR,
Canterbury.

excel at nearly everything we do. A
mention in the magazine would
appease the lads in “Fighting 14"
— Spr Scooby McGregor, Geo
Tp, HQ MND (SW), Banja Luka.

No RASC?

The Collectors’ Serigs article on
the Adjutant General's Corps
made no mention of the RASC, in
which 1 enlisted in 1937. Inciden-
tally, 1 have just relinquished the
post of standard bearer at my local
Royal British Legion, aged 82. — R
J Shears.
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COMPETITION 662

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add vour name and
address and send to
HOAY 662, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GUI11 2DU by June 13. Do
not include anything else

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

in your envelope. More
than one entry can be sub-
mitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The
first correct entries drawn
will be the winners. No
correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
July 7 issue.

Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 659 (April 14 issue): First correct entry
drawn was from G L Massey, of Solihull, West Midlands,
who wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-up Mrs K Patrick-
son, c/o 9 Signal Regiment, BFPO 59, and ex-Royal Sig-
naller B A Burt, of Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire. The
ten differences were: hotel windows, balcony; falling
skier’s left foot, left ski pole; mountain peak, left centre;
lines on peak at right; skier No 2’s hairline, figure 2, left
glove; left-hand silhouetted treetop.

e S R R T R L T s e Tt A RS LR SR SR SR P e m e s 1
: . :
- % Subscribe to ;
5 SOLDIER =
L e =5 i
: Woupie®? The official magazine of the British Army :
E UK OVERSEAS E
.: One year £23.00 0 One year £32.20 0O E
i Two years  £40.00 Q Twoyears  £60.00 a E
i Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to: E
| SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU E
| NAME:
| ADDRESS: E
| POSTCODE: TEL:
| (PLEASEUSEBLOCK CAPITALS) z_ﬁis”J:
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o i VISTA TIES MESS
Over 300 individual Regimental D RE S S

(=g S
f/m//m 77 v
designs held in stock in Silk
/"."4/ L o and Polyester.
MADE TO
MEASURE

1« ars SO he

N LOST MEDALS } 4
Why not surprise REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 2
her ~ with & FULL SIZE & MINIATURE ’
Nllbﬁh‘flpllﬂn Lo 3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 4
Limgerac ? Each WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION /

month we send your RAYMOND D HOLDICH For your own design we offer a

i| loved one a & . 2 free coloured visual by return.
| matching set - hand Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre Printed or woven designs.

,' Pl W3 ith : : recnop: 7 Whitcomb Street Polvester. Silk/Polvest SHECIoth) - S i )
s st || L, e | | We offer you personal |
s G Fax: 0171-930 1152 o TR | i o guaranieed |
PO Box 10595, London SW1V 4ZH R L ors T ; satisfaction. !
Tel: 0171-834 8899 Fax: 0171-834 8833 FAX: 01737 645892 | : i
‘The . /ﬁ:r.lr/r‘/t‘g{]/,ﬂf(rgu'ﬂr}? PLeople’ : UK tel: 01 13 282 6 1 02 :
MICHAEL JA UK fax: 0113 282 1457
I\ ) EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR : . :‘
e & BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT & BAOR: 05751 15087 |
| SWEATSHIRTS ] . ¢
JOHN BULL UNIFORMS BAOR mobile 0171 526 |
e P e et * Ties * Sportsbags i
Military Clothing for the s e i * Golf umbrellas : 1340
Professional e Eoers o B * Baseball caps .
PRICE — QUALITY — ASSURANGE Sg;cers‘liirz I;ZS;S ess Embroidered garments — Free original 24+ {{ =
PRI CONTRACT PRICE LIST OR's and Officers No.1 Dress printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36 \ﬁ
AV’A""ABLE ON REQUEST Officers British Warm Overcoats Badgesg}gmgﬁgg?fﬂn_fgg aty 25 ; i
Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30 S.B. Blazers Blazer badges — min 5 ¢
Sundays 12.00-3.00pm Regimental D.B. Blazers Ties —woven —min 50, printed min 36 : UNH:O RMAL .
callin at: Sports Jackets and Trousers FatDal papm e 0 P S —
17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison Dinner Suits e S : YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR
o(.';':"‘j"\"taf"ﬁ‘a';o;"s‘a"”‘l Lounge Suits reavogsrsrosom i Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, |
Access/Visa taken 48Hr. or 2Week Make up E L;:.:’::%Lf:.l&ur - Rothwell, LEEDS 1826 UI\ l‘ |
Special Orders Takern T A PR Kilcreggan,
W Suppliers to PRI MoD Police g 5 Tlg\nlgg;\s‘r:t-sl?snnl .;‘Tlc())v:m:l?g:\ﬁ MFS D:anagl’?onshire
NAFF| Cards Accepted | | SUFFOLK IP14 SAY GB84 0JN
TELITR TSI TIe ARy Tease Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: 0143684 2854

BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIER OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS
PRO-BOOTS 1) Army Issue } Danner & Matterhorn Boots

Severe weather. Thinsulate.
b Latest issue Goretex severe
weather boots. Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable.
Breathable. Special

HI-TEC Magnum leather /
cordura lightweight combat boots,
ideal for tactical use.
Magnum Boots
. £40.00
Magnum Sympatex
100% w/proof £70,00
] Magnum All Leather
£50.00

Assault Boots
New £39.99

2) Goretex Army
Issue Boot Liners.
(Mid calf length)
New £16.99

3) Army Issue 80%

wool socks. £2.99 | paySries

Goretex. Vibram soles.

¥ once only offer.

'RRP £150.00

CWC are genuine Military
Issue & offer a two year
guarantee. Available
exclusively from Silverman’s.

PLCE Bergen 125 | Soldier ‘95 PLCE DPM Tactical Ops.
litre. Side pouches | Assault Vﬁl 8 assorted pouches plus 2 large
map/storage
pockets. Holster

make a 35 litre day
patrol pack. Cordura
outer, lightweight
81 and durable.

Only £160.00

attached inside.
1 size fully
adjustable
§ mesh vest,
quick release

Full range of Berghaus and Military

- e ,_I“"\w"m:"! Genuine Issue. 3 ammo, 2 utility
ISSUE FUC fx.}c:(i\,\ in \imf\, front. Built to Pouches. Main body of rig is a large General service (.ener.ulservm
Berghaus Vulcan £175  Berghaus Munro : last. NEW £125.00 storage area. Built to last. with date £68.00 £55.00
Berghaus Atlas £175 £64.99 Onl) available from Silverman’s DPM or Green £47.99 (not including strap - (not including strap -
= - Cenuine SAS, T mm gn £6.99) 18mm grey £6.99
il PARA and : 1 e oYy
L0 '\ GORETEX Merlin Sﬂ?usr;;;
w1 smocks. Softie 3 Z
Stay Warm n All S1Z€S. sleeping bag.
and comfortable. < (’HB;',R‘; : il [nsulates down to
Buffalo Sp6 Shirts: £84.99 i Light- | zero degrees. Packs '
Olive or Black ; weight very small. £59.99
S oo T . : : Y BEAEE FEEG Special Boat l‘lloLs(hrunogmph
Original Nl(llfnldln shu_rts &y _Jcrﬁg:cg! Full range of SnugPak and Military Service 300m Quartz - £220.00
£79.99: Olive tguus”; = Issueisleeping bags available) Gorefex Water Resistant  Also available with
All other Buffalo kit stocked ook Military Issue Bivvy Bags also in stock. £199.00 ;;?JI&I}“JI movement)

‘ ' SILVERMAN'S L
2 HARFORD STREET
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RANGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

1=  Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

iz Finance at competitive rates

iz A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER
Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write

to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (ho stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK
NAME AND BANK ......cooiiriiiiiiiicct e s e

ADDRESS.....oooiiiieiisea et ssesee ettt
.......................................................... TEL: o
UNIT e DEL. REQBY ..o
| @M INTEIESIEA N 1. s
Part exchange details ..........ccoveeiriivieceiciiece s
Country Of USB.......c.ovieeeciiicciecnese e et

SOLDIER e

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.
MR107

(25cm)
£55.93

: Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S A.E
“Cold cast bronze” for Brochure
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511,
Fax.: (01474) 537166.

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
FREEPOST, P.0. BOX 470, BUSHEY, HERTS WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or Fax: 0181-950 8511)

mMa“Zia
Tax Free Sales

¥ Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery
* 323 from £9,149 * 626 from £9,999
MX5 from £10,099

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:

3231 B26[1] MX3[] MX5[] MX6[] Xedos[]
Other makes [ ..., LHD/RHD

L& SERVICE

UK Tel.
(01980) 843333

- NAME AND RANK
: ADDRESS

* Unit B L B
| . lam interested in
. Part-exchange details
| . Country of use

----------------------------------------------------

FREEPHONE |
insTANT acion  Germany 0130-8544-96 |
‘ HOTLINE |
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Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

* High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline
* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

* Our own escorts to and from airports and stations

* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.

Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn
Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444

CENTRAL VOLUNTEER (2= g

TERRITORIAL ARMY

HEADQUARTERS RA
9 RA SPECIALIST POOL (V) .
BETTER JOB - LOWER COMMITMENT &

CVHQ RA seeks ex-Regular and TA personnel, male and female, for employment as
SSGT WATCHKEEPERS, TA OPERATOR ARTILLERY INTELLIGENCE,
METEOROLOGICAL OPERATOR, RAPIER AIR DEFENCE OPERATOR and
COMMAND POST ASSISTANT (BATES) in the expanding RA Specialist Pool (V).
Minimum commitment (19 days), good pay and tax free annual bounty

(current maximum £950).

For further information contact:
Maj M | Weston RA (V), RA Barracks, Woolwich, London SE18 4BB.
Tel: 0181-781 3422/3419.

Gy
Cophh

Jeeg_
WRANGLER

SCE

JEEPLINE DIRECT

UK: 01367 244344

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master
Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, over
2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Media
Presentation types available. Complete package
providing Unbeatable Quality.

For an Information Pack

please Phone or Write to:

Mr MacDonald
3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,
East Yorkshire HU6 9UA

D8

] MICROQUIZ [

Computer Software for sale:
‘Question Master’
Store, edit, save and print questions. Produce computer
generated tests. Ideal revision tool on Screen or Paper (MCQ
or SAQ) tests/answers/qUIZzZes. . . ... .ovvii it £6.50

*35mm Slide service’
MicroQuiz can convert computer slide shows to
35mm photographic slides at realistic prices
Call: 01909 479603
MicroQuiz, 35 Shrewsbury Rd, Worksop, Notts, S80 2PA

Tel/Fax: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week)
- for Military

~
C Vs personnel

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation.
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.
Laser printing. Free client CV storage
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

T-SHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS

SWEATSHIRTS
RUGBYSHIRTS £22.50
L T S

OF EMBROIDERED GARMENTS WITH BRITISH FORCES
LETTERING & A CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING EMBELEMS.

\TI SFOR BADGE, NATO FLAG,
™ 'S,

UNION JACK (UJ),
SCOTTISH FLAG (SC),
WELSH FLAG (WELSH),

e 9.50[d:133
£13.50 R 1413
¢14.50 Rl 11:4)

{on orders of more than 20 garments)

U.K. MADE OLIVE GREEN
T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS,
POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS.

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

Tel/ Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 nrs)
\ J

To advertise on these pages call

01252 347352

CHRYSLER
VOYAGER

SCE

HOTLINE DIRECT

UK: 01367 244344

CARICATURES

Singles, douhlas gmups or the
ess.

Ask for samp!es and prices

Quﬁck fun caricatures
at your gvent
o

&

Over 40 Mess Cartoons (o date

;_‘w} GET THE BEST

0181- 441 6607

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY

11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Fax/Telephone 01706 846648 .,

RETURN YOUR ORDER FORM ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO TEES TOTAL, 153 HIGH STREET,
WOOTTON BASSETT , SWINDON , WILTSHIRE SN4 7AB. PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES / POSTAL
ORDERS PAYABLE TO TEES TOTAL. ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY.

FILL IN YOUR ADDRESS DETAILS BELOW OR IF YOU WISH TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD ( ACCESS,
VISA, MASTERCARD,EUROCARD ) PLEASE COMPLETE IN FULL.

4 \l
PRINTED or EW
TO YOUR OWN DESIGN
* T-SHIRTS ’ ”/
* SWEATSHIRTS
~ POLOSHIRTS
~ RUGBY SHIRTS
* DRILL TOPS
~ SWEATERS - CAPS

. For FREE colour brochure from
) the U.K's leading supplier to
” H.M. Forces contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett,
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
TEL:(01793) 849888

FAX:(01793) 849890 §

CARDHOLDERS FULL NAME (Please Print) :

DELIVERY / CREDIT CARD BILLING ADDRESS ..........cccovvs

wearowwweesis | | [ [ [ [ ][] ]

CARD ISSUE No. (Where more than one person is authorised to use card) ..........ocvvvviverinnsnnns

NALIDIT O, fraviussvnssinvarivonsivnseristivasassonssaseasssvas

;E g- NO EMBLEM (NE).
o K SHIRT COLOURS AVAILABLE:-
R B T-SHIRTS (WHITE,OLIVE,NAVY)
A POLOSHIRTS (OLIVE , NAVY)
O e@ SWEATSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY)
RC RUGBY SHIRTS (BOTTLE,NAVY)
DRILL TOPS (BOTTLE , NAVY)
SIZES:- MEDIUM (36-38) , LARGE (40) , EX-LARGE (42-44)
EX-EX-LARGE (46) BUT N/A IN OLIVE POLOS & SWEATS.
GARMENT
TYPE COLOUR SIZE EMBLEM COST
ALL PRICES INCLUDEP &P TOTAL COST

| AUTHORISE TEES TOTAL TO DEBIT MY CARD AS PAYMENT FOR MY ORDER TO THE VALUE OF E.......c.ccoccvovnn

CARDHOLDERS SIGNATURE ......coccooiiiiiiii i seiiasseces s iensecses s snsassresens

DATE .....

36




mE SIQOLEDIEREMAR:T:

CHRYSLER

NEON

CHEROKE

SCE

SCE

HOTLINE DIRECT
UK: 01367 244344
Exclusive HAND CUT

M
~ TAILORING

Our unbeatable
MESS ”HH_SS ik
INCLUDES afrex

& 11 day Make or
& 48 hr EXPRESS
¥ Lowest prices

JEEPLINE DIRECT
UK: 01367 244344

ICHAEL JAY EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS

BASEBALL CAPS TIES

AND MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE

SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 Vernon Place Northern Court
Basford Nottingham NGé ODE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

E;Bvsl fit

B Highest quality
B Best payment terms
Local agent to measure in most areay

Tel:01379 783 736 Fax.01379 783 898 I

Available FS rep 1t Medals/! ign Stars
WWII, Br/UN Koreas, Army/RAF GS Medals, GEO VI
& E Il R Period copy bars: PALESTINE, SE ASIA 45-
46, PALESTINE 45-48, MALAYA, CYPRUS, NEAR
EAST, ARABIAN PENINSULA & BRUNEI, Campaign
Service 1962 Medals copy Bars: BORNEO,
RADFAN, SOUTH ARABIA, MALAY PENINSULA &
N. IRELAND, all IGS Medals GEOV & GEO VI,
Jubilee 1935 & 1977, Coronation 1937 & 1953, LS &
GC, MM, MC, GC, GM & GULF WAR MEDALS.

Collectors' Badges & Medals - a speciality. Please
write AIR MAIL for price list with 50p BPO.

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,

Hooded Tops,

Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS

12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 85U
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

@ LADIES & GENTS
&5 MESS DRESS

SPECIALISTS
INTEREST
FREE CREDIT.
All Accessories
Supplied.

For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements

Contact.
284-294 Ley St.
liford Essex. IG1 4BS

UK 01814782780 &

GERMANY 05252 4631

Regimental orders for Officers Slip-on Rank
Badges, metal Badges/Titles & Blazer Badges in
wires undertaken against samples.

YOUSAF & CO
10 THE MALL
LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN 54000

ENGRAVING
Service Available

GLOSSOP TROPHIES

\;@;ﬁManulaclure Pewter Tankards, Trophies, Goblets and
ol Hip Flasks
i ! #Tankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT
| V. SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE
TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377

< GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

MINT BINOS WITH GRATS

SPECIAL OFFER £79.90

incl. VAT & p&p (RRP £105.00)

o Light welght 8 x 21 minl binos
« Accurately adjust artillery and mortar fire
« Stadiametric range finder for section weapon ranges
o Judge distance and give precise target identification to your enemy
« Made to British Military specifications

OFFER AVAILABLE ONLY WHILST STOCKS LAST
SEND CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER FOR £79.90
GIVING YOUR NAME, UK OR BFPO DELIVERY ADDRESS,
DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER AND QUANTITY REQUIRED TO:
Huntingtower Trading Ltd, PO Box 7306, Perth, Scotland PH1 SWN
Trade/Wholesale enquiries welcome: Fax 01738 474 304
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery

OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH /
FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

/

|/AFTER THE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life
of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions

or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture

polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes,
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. [
For larger orders please ring for trade
prices.

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE
LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (SM).
Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WS11 3PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL 01543 279738,

..... 8oz cans @ £10.50 per can
INBIMICucviissnensrrnasnsresssnsnsassassessssssssinasntnsrssnsnssssasasas Total cost of cans
P&P £2.50 per can .

TOTAL ENCLOSED ............

AATESS.coeririeirininiiiiiiaisssrsrasass s renisiiasasas

Sol 26/05

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER.
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GLASSIFIED!

| Pan Pals |

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the
envelope. Your envelope must be no
larger than 8" x 4" and should contain
only a letter plus a photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN

PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a stamped  self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,

Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Alison, 31, 5’17, a blue-eyed blonde
who enjoys socialising, outdoor pur-
suits, music and the countryside. Seek-
ing sincere male pen pals aged 24-38.
P990 197

Tarnia, 23, 5’7", with fair hair. Enjoys
writing letters, parties, music, pubs,
football, socialising and having a laugh.
Seeking male pen pals aged 20-30.
P991. 17

Ray, 5’8", with blue eyes and auburn
hair. Enjoys sport, eating out, socialis-
ing and having a laugh. Seeks genuine
female pen pals with GSOH. P992.11%

Airborne MCC Sussex, would like
to meet single females with GSOH.
Must like having lots of fun, weekends
away and motorbikes. Lots of single
guys looking for single girls to write to.
ALA. P993. 117

Debbie, 23, 5’9, a blue-eyed blonde
who enjoys writing letters and keeping
fit. Works as an auxiliary nurse. Seek-
ing kind, honest soldiers aged 20-30 to
correspond with. P994 197

Joan, 43, 5’8”, brunette. Enjoys reading,
music, swimming, tennis, the theatre,
and socialising. Also loves dogs. Seeking
male pen pals aged 35+. P995 117

Fiona, 25, 5’6, with long, dark hair and
green eyes. Enjoys martial arts, sports,
discos, pubs and travelling. Seeking fun
male pen pals aged 21+. P996 1o

Damsel, attractive, selective, young 38
year-old, seeks heroic knight for friend-
ship and what the future might hold.
Genuine replies only please. P997 1197

Debbie, 30, arttractive 5’2” feminine
computer consultant. I own four
hunters so especially enjoy hunting and
shooting and most other activities.
Seeking male pen pals with GSOH
and/or similar interests. P998 1o

Kay, 36, intelligent, unconventional.
Many wvaried interests — wishes to
exchange thoughts, views and ideas.
Seeking honest and genuine male pen
pals with GSOH. P999 197

Sharon, 36. An atrractive nurse with
blue eyes and blonde hair. Fun-loving
with lots of interests including good
company and socialising. Seeking
mature genuine Servicemen aged 30-
40.P001. 11/97
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“Head-dress Badges

of the British Army”
by Kipling and King. The collectors’ Bible.

Volume One (1800-1920) - £65
Volume Two (1920-1995) - £42.50
Post Free
Direct From;
H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham GU9 7QB.

(Tel. 01252 716303).

A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms, Full info on
SAS0/LSW, Tests and APWTSs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recog-
nition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price
£7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO). Trade
terms on application. Available from
selected Naafi Branches, Bookshops or
direct from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch, McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253,
Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially mili-
tary history and politics. We collect!
TYLON BOOKS, Merton Abbey
Mills, Merantum Way, London SW19
2RD. Tel: 0181 540 4371. EO1
FREE BOOK CATALOGUE - Mil-
itary, shooting, fieldcraft, outdoor sur-
vival, martial arts and much more.
Send to: Outdoorsman’s Bookstore,
Unit 27, Monument Industrial Park,
Chalgrove, Oxon, OX44 7RW or
phone 01865 400256. EOI

| Busingss ©pps |

BUSINESS FOR SALE - KENT.
Village stores with Post Office. Four
large bedrooms, large garden. PO pays
£11,200 per year. Shop turnover
£3,600 per week at 20% gross profit.
Ex-Service vendor. Price £180,000 +
S.A.V. SAE for details to: Box 276,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. 1297

International Close Protection
Association invites applications from
Armed Forces personnel about to
complete engagement. Must have
relevant ¢/p aptitude. Contact: ICPA,
The Old Courthouse, 18/20 St Peter’s
Churchyard, Derby DE1 INN. 117

LAW ENFORCEMENT BODY-
GUARDS ASSOCIATION INTER-
NATIONAL: College accredited courses
including home study courses. Also
quarterly magazine title “Bodyguards”
£3.00 per issue. For more information
contact David Sea-Borne Tel/fax:
01284 700565 or mobile 0850 453824.

Bakery & Tea Shop
Weardale

Centre of busy, very popular village.
Excellent property & thriving
well established business.
Sales average £4,800 weekly,
gross profit 55%.

Very good 3 bedroom living
accommodation.
Freehold £195,000
Ellison & Co: 0191 212 0000
Please quote Ref: A103

Galrs

Absolutely urgent. Wanted — LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823, Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). TC

UK VALUES

paid for your used car
4x4s a speciality
call Colin Clublcy

SCE

UK HOTLINE
01367 241225

| Gars Wandecd

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. Tie

| (For Sals |

Army cap badges bought and sold -
Officers, titles, collars, embroidered.
£1.00 for lists, ] Staines, 36 Captain
Cooks Close, Staithes, North Yorks,
TS]3 SAP 12197
British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 25097

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover, CT16 1PW.

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of  hand-embroidered
bullion badges for Army, Navy, Air
Force, Police, schools, colleges, clubs,
etc. Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-
arms, family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: ] Arthur
(PVT) Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432 588605.

25/96
For quality hand-embroidered
wire and silk thread badges,

emblems, crests and pennants send
design or pattern for return of sample
and quotation to: “Kalsara
International”, PO Box 1034, Sialkot,
Pakistan 51310. 24097

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. TI

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in
resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382, 25597
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AE Tel/fax:
0121-4545393, Minimum order 25
Shields. £9.95, no VAT outside the
UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. TIC

e s e e e e e ke e sk e e ke e e e e e e e ke ke ek ek

Golf Equipment at Factory Prices.
Huge discounts on golf equipment
direct to Servicemen and women. For
a catalogue please telephone 00 44
1738 812727. PRI shop enquiries
welcome. 14097

Military, sports, coronation, police,
school, masonic and miscellaneous
medals and badges. Send 2x26p
stamps for list: 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside L41 28Y. 077

Nato medal with clasp, former
Yugoslavia. Full size £18.85 (UK),
£16.25 (BFPO). Miniature £9.80
(UK) £8.50 (BFPO). Post paid.
Miniarure Medals, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP. 1197

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. 257

WHAT blFFEREN(g
DoES IT MAKE? |
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Full/miniature size medals
mounted for wear or display. Send for
full list of new miniature medals,
ribbon bars, clasps, etc and medal
mounting Ccoists. Access/Visa
welcome, SAE appreciated.
Worcestershire Medal Services, 25
Golden Cross Lane, Catshill,
Bromsgrove B61 OLG. Tel: 01527
835375,

Military Badges, good selection,
reasonable prices SAE for lists. Bringle, 2
Short Road, Smethwick, West Midlands,
B67 6N.

Genuine British Commonwealth
cap/collar badges. Metal, cloth s/titles,
divison trade badges, monthly lists,
50p single list, £5 twelve lists, E Kelk,
Sweechgate Cottages, Broadoak,
Canterbury, CT2 ORA. Fol

Military Insignia, British and
Colonial, Victorian to date. No re-
strikes. 50p for 32-page listing,
Shotton, 7 Peak Road, Clanfield,
Hants EO!

EO1

1297

Military and Police postcards.
Scots Guards, Infantry, Gurkhas, etc.
SAE for details: Geoff White,
Rushmoor Lane, Blackwell, Bristol
BS19 3]JA.

Tune Belt UK, The original
radio/cassette carrier, £14.95 inc p&p
Tel/Fax 01524 400259 STD + CD
sizes. Black only.

| Colidanys |

DELIGHTFUL

BLACKPOOL HOTEL
: in Prime Location
Run by ex-Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays,
breaks and functions. Prices include full
English breakfast and five course evening
meal.

14197

Holmhurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue,
Blackpool Central :

Telephone: 01253 25977
Proprietor: Tony Salvin

Blackpool “Seaburn” guest house.
warm, friendly, ex-Forces welcome
awaits you. B+B from £14, EM [4
extra. Tel: 01253 355013. 129

Blackpool self catering flats. Off
promenade or rural, luxury bed and
breakfast. All with private facilities.
Tel: 01253 696145.

Houselets |

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Our Company offers many years of
Letting & Management experience
Professional & Courteous Service. Low
rates.

A STRAIGHT FORWARD
INDIVIDUAL SERVICE WITH NO
HIDDEN COSTS BY STAFF WHO

CARE FOR YOUR HOME

% Houses urgently required in Sussex,
Surrey & Kent %

'PHONE OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE:
GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX.

Tel/Fax: 01342 718671 (24 hrs)

Reunion

The Royal Anglian Regiment
Association
will be holding its Annual
Gathering/Reunion at Oakington
Barracks, Stanton, Cambs on

Sunday 20th July 1997.
All serving and former members
of The Regiment and its former
Regiments and their families are

welcome.
Gates open at 9.00am.

[ Wahted) |

Wanted - early Soldier magazines
1048, 1949, 1951, 1953. Windmill
Cortage, Hookerton Road, Upton,
Newark. Tel: 01636 814890.

Director requires experienced
Personal Trainer, ex-Services PTI
ideal. Send CV/renumeration
expected/applicable
photographs/SAE/personal details in
strict confidence: Dave Aworth, AMPS,
Box 4RG, WDO, London W1A 4RG

13197

16097

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

APRIL 26, 1997

First prizz (19 goals, £2,550): Col JSK
Swanston, HQ London District

FIVE-way tie for second prize (18 goals, £690
each): LCpl AW Drummoud, QDG, BFPO
16; Capt VT Godden, 1 RS, Colchester;
LCpl M Keerns, 32 Engr Regt BFPO 30;
Cpl LD Mitchell, 399 Signals Unit, RAF
Digby, LBdr C Weatherell, 7 Para RHA,
Aldershot.

NOTICE: Only 6 prizes this week. Rule 9

applies.

May 3, 1997

First (293 runs, £2,500): Maj DS Hancock,
1PWO, Chester.

Second (289 runs, £1,250): Sgt IA Urquhart,
Sp Bn HQ ARRC, BFPO 40.

Third (288 runs, £750): Sgt M Hay,QRL,
BFPO 36

Fourth (287 runs, £500): Cp! IWiliams, 12 Regt RA,
BFPO 16.

Fifth (285 runs, £400): Cpl RA Underdown, 1
GS Regt RLC, BFPO 47.

Sixth (281 runs, £250): Cpl KA Higgins, 38
Engr Regt Ripon; Capt D Parkin, 4 GS
Regt RLC, Abingdon.

Eighth ( 280 runs, £33.33): LCpl KK Darnton,
4 Regt RA, BFPO 36; Sgt RD Horsman 1
PWRR, Canterbury; Maj DE Langford,
HQ Land Wilton.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Lotteries for May 3 onwards will be based on county cricket scores, in accordance with the
rules. In the case of the May 3 lottery itself, the results will be based on the scores in matches
played with the following priority:

First: Benson and Hedges Cup ties Fri May 2

Second: Benson and Hedges Cup ties Wed Apr 30

Third:  Benson and Hedges Cup ties Mon Apr 28

Fourth:  Sunday League matches Sun May 4.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE _
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the
following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not
approve whether an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted
subject to approval and conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers reserve
the right to malke any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to
meet their approval. The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any
advertisement without stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do
not guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement.

"The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any
advertisement is scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurting after the first insertion of an
advertisement in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of
any such error in sufficient time to allow the amendment. A voucher copy will not be
supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment,
Exhibitions, For Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Property for
Sale, Reunions, Services, Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training,
Wanted. Other headings will be applied if deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance
of the above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser
shall be void insofar as they are in conflict with them.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

GOLFING HOLIDAYS IN
SCOTLAND. Golfing holidays INAAIVIE oo s i s areiresios 3518 75 e i 470 TR 188 410 4 o 73 0 1 40 8 et e 10 24 T R0 101
catering specifically for small to (PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
medium-sized groups (6-12). Play i’\pDRESS .......................... R U S GO oD St ey e G A e e
Gleneagles, St Andrew, Carnoustie
and other championship courses in L LA S AT I e e e OO DO e POSECOAE ....couviiiieiniieiieieecieee i
East Scotland. For a brochure call : 00 1 2 3 4 5
2 -
44 1738 812727. 14 . 2 . < =
| Insurangce) 1 2 13 i 15
House Contents, Kit, MSQ and i i 13. 1 £
Building Insurance. Tel: 0800 51 55 53 Ty o8
626604 (Freephone). Household and
general. Freepost SE8601, 26 27 28 29 30
Beckenham, BR3 4BR. Overseas

callers dial UK code then 1816582549.

We can call you back. 2007
NOTICE TO READERS
The publishers of SOLDIER

Magazine cannot accept responsibility
for the accuracy of any advertisement
or for any losses suffered as a result.
Readers are strongly recommended to
make their own enquiries and seek
appropriate commetcial, Imegal and
financial advice before sending any
money or entering into any legally

binding agreement.

WORDS AT 35p
X INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 35p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £7.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX ]

Il
Iee i ea ol anian]

1}

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT

(Payable to SOLDIER) HANTS GU11 2DU

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
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MOTOR CYCLING

WHEN Joselyn Thomas hood-
winked twin brother Josephus
into enlisting — four weeks after
doing so himself — Woodford
Green Athletics Club’s loss
became the Army’s precious
gain.

Both 25-year-olds had been
leading (in more ways than
one) sprinters in their adopted
area of south London, where
they had lived since arriving
from Sierra Leone in 1987.

Josephus, the younger by 15
minutes, was a full-time athlete
over 100m and 200m, was rated
fifth in the UK and had come
second to Linford Christie in
the GRE finals at Hendon.

In fact, both brothers could
lay claim to having been
advised by, and beaten, the
former World, Olympic,
European and Common-
wealth 100m champion,
due to retire this year.

“Linford met a friend of
ours,” Joselyn explained, “and
asked us to go training with
him. We had three races against
him, and had faster times than
him in two. He was very
impressed, gave us some
advice, and since then we have
slashed our 100m times.”

After Joselyn had walked into
the recruiting office in the
Strand and enlisted, his twin
said he was mad.

But, a month into his training
at ATR Pirbright, he persuaded
Thomas junior to follow in his
footsteps.

Joselyn got Josephus to
join up by telling him how easy
it was. “After he signed up, |
broke the news to him that it

Raring to go: Joselyn (left) and Josephus Thomas

Twin ambiti

was hard, with six-mile runs
with heavy packs.”

“QOur coach is world class,”
said Josephus, “but, since
joining the Army, our runs are
getting faster, and it was quite
a surprise to find how fit our
physical training instructors
are.

“It was like starting our ath-
letics career again. Before, as
soon as our legs gave up, so
would we. But now we are
pushed a lot further.”

Joselyn’s first basic fitness
test (BFT) at Pirbright was
completed in 11min 40sec -
since pegged to nine minutes.

“Mentally and physically |
am extremely fit,” he told Sol-
dier. “| am pleased with the
way my instructors have

 SPORTING PROFILE

taught me: also, | haven't
found any racial discrimina-
tion, which is good.”

His brother is equally enthu-
siastic about Army life and the
calibre of the staff at Pirbright.

“Our friends said we were
crazy, and that the Army would
not allow us to do specialised
training for sprinting. They
were wrong,” said Josephus.
“It is not just about shooting a
gun: you have to be fit and
well-disciplined and alert all
the time. I find | can now map-
read and administer first aid.”

And discipline presents no
probiem to the twins: having a
father who is the Commission-
er of Police in Sierra Leone saw
to that, they say.

Both realise that the Army

has first claim on them as far
as sporting representation is
concerned: Joselyn won his
race at a recent meeting
against the Royal Navy, Royal
Air Force and British Universi-
ties, having been summoned
directly from a five-day exer-
cise.

The brothers are each other’s
biggest fans. Josephus admits:
*If I'm racing against Joselyn,
I've got to beat him. I've got to
get everything right. I'm usual-
ly faster than him over 100m or
200m, but can’t touch him after
that.”

Long-term goal is the 2000
Olympics, but their immediate
aim is to represent both the
Army and Combined Services.
“I don’t think anyone will

beat us,” said Josephus,
without a trace of immod-
esty.
At some stage, the twins say,
they would both like to pass on
the benefits of their physical
strength and advice, perhaps
qualifying as PTls themselves.

Joselyn is currently under-
going his Phase 2 training at
RLC Deepcut; Josephus is due
to pass out from Pirbright this
month.

“It's the best job in the world
and we are looking forward to
the next 20 years,” Joselyn
said, as his brother nodded in
agreement.

Although neither of them
smokes or drinks, it is fairly
safe to say that, before the year
is out, they will be raising an
imaginary glass to the toast in
Army athletic circles: “Make
mine a double!” - PBW
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Howard’s end puts paid to
RAF’s Twickenham dream

Army 35, RAF 35

IN THE dying seconds of the
Twickenham decider, John
Murley (SEAE) threw himself
over the Royal Air Force try
line to the left of the North
Stand posts, writes Roger
Thompson.

With the score then 35-33 to
the RAF, Howard Graham
(ATR), in total silence, calmly,
and from an acute angle,
cleared the despairing out-
stretched light-blue hands to
kick the two-point conversion
and secure a draw.

The previous 80 minutes
had witnessed an epic, but in
many ways unnecessary, battle
when, yet again, the Reds
almost turned a certain win
into defeat.

It was tantamount to Henry
V inspiring his troops to climb
“once more into the breach”
then saying: “OK, lads, that’s
enough for now, 30 minutes for
afag”

At 25-10 in the lead, and
despite a fine Rory Under-
wood try, the RAF defence was
in tatters. It was a match
alreadv won but the Army
simply failed to apply the
tourniquet, lost concentration
and almost the match.

The first half contained
some sparkling Army rugby,
with Rob Abernethey (RGR)
scoring two fine tries.

Receiving more ball than a
golf-driving range, the Army
threequarters were cohesive.
Graham and Rory Jones (7
RHA) teased and turned the

Supported by Sgt Pete Curtis and Maj Rob Wainwright (right), L

RAF defence, time and again
generating space for Aber-
nethey, Johnson and Bartliff
who were only hauled down by
excellent cover defence.

At the breakdowns the Red
pack rammed in to re-cycle the
bail for a host of attacking
options. Frequently, the Army
players challenged the RAF
defence until it literally ran out
of tacklers.

Lee Denham (2 Sig Regt), a
less than shrinking violet,

(<
5

preparing to storm the central
trenches, found himself in the
RAF 22 with a clear run to the
posts. Knowles converted.

At 25-10 ahead, corporate
Army amnesia set in — or was it
the thought of a lucrative
three-year contract with a well
known brand of sleeping pill?

On the light blue side the
Few became a Few More, then
the Many. Courtesy of an
“iffy” penalty try the airmen
regrouped and attacked gaps of

Motor cyclists do it for charity

THIRTY-ONE teams took
part in Exercise Enduring
Help, a 24-hour motor-cycle
cross-country endurance race
at Bordon, Hants.

Riders had to contend with
bumpy terrain on an Army
training area.

The winning four-man
team, entered by the Bordon-
based School of Electrical and
Mechanical Engineering,
managed to complete 167 laps
of the 4.2 mile circuit, beating
off a strong challenge from 150

Transport Regiment (V) and 3
RHA.

Territorial Army soldiers
from 200 Squadron RLC cele-
brated their unit’s first year in
existence by finishing 16th in
their first attempt at the race.

Their team captain, Sgt
Norman Greeves, had spent
several months training his
team in off-road riding tech-
niques and maintenance pro-
cedures.

His OC, Maj Richard
Arnold, said: “The aim of the

competition was to improve
cross-country riding within the
Army and to test the
endurance of both rider and
motor cycle over harsh terrain.
It certainly separated the tough
from the rest.”

Organised by Capt Jason
Butler and SSgt Graham
Gorse of 7 Battalion REME,
the event raised more than
£5,000 for Childline and Ser-
vice charities including SSAFA
Forces Help and the Army
Benevolent Fund.

t Brian Johnson splits the RAF defence

autobahn proportions in the
Army midfield.

Unusually, the Red pack had
to tackle back to cover the gaps
as the RAF - after-burners
glowing, radars fixed on the
Army line and posts — took off,
Kamikaze stuff but very excit-
ing — and it worked. Rory
Underwood scored another
excellent try, converted by
Lazenby, to reduce the Army
lead to just 28-27.

When Smith scored in the

Picture: Roger Thompson

other corner and the RAF
crowned the afternoon with a
well-taken drop goal, the light
blues led 35-28 with five min-
utes to go. The Army’s sleep-
ing pill contract finally expired.

Their pack, with replace-
ments Andy Dawling and John
Murley in a refreshed back
row, soon regained not only the
initiative but also the ball and
authority. Seb Stewart, Julian
Brammer and Matt Stewart
slammed into the RAF front-
line fighters, gaining vital yards
and committing the defence.

Dave Dahinten (19 Regt
RA), Lee Francis (2 Sig Regt)
and Peter Curtis (2 Sig Regt)
drove all before them while
Rob Wainwright called the
tunes.

At half-back John Denwood
(ATR) and Mark Botten, at a
crucial time, ensured a no-
nonsense approach, popping
the ball to the big forwards who
hit the rucks at speed.

For five agonising minutes
Twickenham shuddered and,
in RAF parlance, the referee
had nothing left on his altime-
ter when John Murley forced
his way over.

The conversion by Howard
Graham - a single shot landed
with salvo-like proportions —
provided a 35-35 draw, and, as
it turns out, the 1997 Willis
Corroon Inter-Services title.

The competition is run on
Courage League lines, so the
Army’s victory against the

Royal Navy, the only win of the
championship, was the decider.

L i

lington, Bordon Herald
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A rider needs a helping hand to get across to getoutof a sandpit
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RSME RISES TO
THE CHALLENGE

3RSME3,1Aand SHO

MORE than 600 spectators
packed the new stand at the
Aldershot Military Stadium to
watch 3 Royal School of Mili-
tary Engineering Regiment
beat the 1st Battalion, The
Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers 3-0 in the 97th Army
Challenge Cup football final,
writes Derrick Bly.

Early exchanges were even,
although the long throw-ins
from 3 RSME skipper Cpl
Mayers caused the High-
landers some anxious
moments in defence.

For the sappers, Cpl Brown
directed traffic in midfield
while Cpls Reeves and Innes
created the first real opening, a
chance scrambled clear by the
A and SH defence.

The sappers went ahead in
the 16th minute when a long
ball out to the right was
crossed first time by LCpl
Shannon and Argyll defender
Cpl Gardiner’s back-header
cleared his own colleagues and
fell for Innes to stoop and head
the ball home.

Two minutes later Innes
should have increased the lead
when a 30-yard through ball
from Reeves left him clear with
only Petrie to beat. but the
keeper spread himself well and
cleared the danger.

The infantry side had a
chance to level the score when
a Pre McAuley corner on the
left found Rhoddan who easily
beat his man, only for his curl-
ing shot to go fractionally wide.

The Jocks fought very hard
for an equaliser with LCpl

Topos find route

THE Army minor units
Hockey Cup has been won by
14 Independent Topographic
Squadron RE, who beat 42
Survey Engineer Group 4-1 at
Aldershot.

The Monchengladbach-
based sapper squadron trav-
elled to Hampshire to take part
in the competition after beat-
ing 14 Supply Regiment RLLC
9-0 in the British Army (Ger-
many) minor units final.

42

Evasive action: LCpl Michael McMullen (left) shrugs off the attentions of 3 RSME’s Cpl Steve Reeves and
LCpl lan Finch during the 97th Challenge Cup final at the refurbished Aldershot Military Stadium

Provan, LCpl McMullen,
Cameron and Rhoddan going
close.

The sappers gradually took
control but the nearest they
came to increasing their advan-
tage was a thumping 25-yarder
from Reeves that rattled the
Argyll’s crossbar,

In between corners from
Capt Green, LCpl Finch saw
his pinpoint cross headed
behind. The sappers contin-
ued to press and substitute

Having reached the final, 42
Survey were hoping to make it
three titles in a row, but were
denied their hat trick by the
determined Topo team. The
side from Germany dominated
at first, surprising 42 Survey
with an early goal from Spr Si
Cuthbertson.

Survey Group came back
into the game towards the end
of the first half when a penalty
stroke by LCpl Alfie Conetta

LCpl McNulty caused havoc
down the left flank.

At the other end Maj
Philips’s timely tackle on
Cameron saved a dangerous
situation.

A lone piper in the Scottish
contingent gave an impromptu
performance to rally his team
with 15 minutes left, but it was
the sappers who responded by
scoring two goals in the last ten
minutes.

Reeves bundled in the first

to goal

defeated 14 Squadron’s goal-
keeper, Sgt Taff Thomas.

With their sights set firmly
on the winners’ medals, they
dominated from the re-start.
But a superb solo effort by
WO2 Jeff Day put 14
Squadron back in the lead and
was followed by a goal from Sgt
Graham Symes.

Day scored his second ten
minutes from time to seal the
victory.

following a cross from the right
and three minutes later, a
thunderous shot from Shan-
non was given a final touch by
Cpl Bomber Brown .

Cpl Bomber Brown was
named man of the match and
received the Bill Wilson
Memorial Trophy.

Guards
denied

1 Coldm Gds 24,

RAF Laarbruch 36
DESPITE a late surge, the 1st
Battalion, Coldstream Guards
rugby league team failed to
win the British Forces Ger-
many Silk Cut Challenge Cup
Final at Munster.

Laarbruch’s side dominated
the first half, leading 26-0 at
the interval. Strong words
from the Guards’ trainer gal-
vanised the soldiers who came
out firing on all cylinders.
They scored some excellent
tries but were still 12 points
behind when time ran out.

Picture: Terry Champion



THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE
ARE TAX FREE!

DETAILS OF THE TAX FREE VOLVO $70 /V70 RANGE, AVAILABLE NOW

(Call for full information pack giving details of our Special Military Tax Free Prices,

Yolvo Finance, Part Exchange and European / Worldwide delivery options,

or complete and return the coupon below.

VOLVO

Tourist & Diplomat Sales

UK 01707 262388

]
L Address;

| Post Code
I

| S40/v40[ | s7oNTO[ | RHD[ | LHD[ |
1 Country of use; . Approx. Delivery Date;
' Finance Details; | | T Part Exchange Quote; Yes B No D

' \01\0 Car UK Ltd, Tuun\t & Dl]ﬂ(lmlt Sales, Freepost 30, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7AR England.









