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In Stress of War, He Still A L EX A N D E R : Remembered the Shamrock 

.. ur.ieral Alexander in the -U- 

, , , .were the Anzio toiling beachhead up Italy. He within was the on 11 > / i  i l  
,: . mer (including of 1944. men when of 26 nationalities) his armies 1 . 0   flying Tackle . ' 

' *  I ,I\. for a 'Bandit' 
' ' first 48 hours, , and the first: 

troops he visited there were the 
lrlsh Guards. He saw the& again 
before Cassino. 
Mr. Eric linlrlater, who met 

. . Field-Marshal Alexander in Italy, 
has conmiented in his book The 

:- Arf of Adventure on the great 
. 'I' soldier's imperturbability; After 

all that he had seen .of battle, atfer the, *ense burdens he 
., bad carried, it would have been 
~...' no surprise if his face had been 

Iiqed and grim and granite-like. 
ot"imperiou9 past all humanity." 
Ioatead, the ruddy-faced Field- 
Marshal "looked a t  the world 
&carred. beneath brows that 

ENJWLL Sir Gerald 
_Temple& newly-ap- G pointed High Commis- 

sioner for the Federatioe of 
Malaya, has taken on one of 
the most unenviable tasks the 
Government had to offer a 
soldier. 

For nearly four years, 
Malaya's Communist bandits 
have successfully played hide- 
and-seek with the security 
forces rn the iunule. In the 

British officer on a secret mission was captured behind 
Rommel's lines (so the story goes) in the autumn 01 A 1942. He was liable to be  shot as a spy, hut by  some 

means was able to convince his captors that he  was a nephew 
of General Alexander. 

Even so, there was still talk of shooting him, until Ronimel, 
who had also swallowed the story, exclaimed: "What? Shoot 
General Alexander's nephew? Do ~ G U  want to ineke a presenl 
of anothcr rouple of divisions to ihe British Army?" 

The story sugqestb that Ran- an  Irish Guardsman, but thp  Co. 
inel had a very fail- idea of the lone1 of that  Regiment: he drovt 
estimation in which Gencral one German nimy from Africa 
Alexdndrr was then hcld by the and another from Italy; I ~ P  reach- 
British Army-. ed thc highcst rank i n  l he  Army 

"As a boy my ambition was to at the age of 53; he be can^ Go- 
becomc an Irish Guardsman." vernor-Gencral of d great Dn- 
Field-Marshal Lord Alexandcr has minion; and now hr. enters the 
cnnfwwrl IIr b w d m ~ ,  no1 only British Cd>inrt i n  om, of its mosl 

0"eToUs posts ~ th<,11 "I bi,nlsltx 
for Defence. The lhird son uf d n  
Iiish earl, he has now earned 
a n  earldom for himself. 

According to Aldn Moorehead, 
in his book Monlgomery, Field- 
Marshal Alexandcr "was onc of 
liic very fcw men who are in- 
rvitabiy destined for the inner 
and  the higher circles of any  so- 
ricty in which thcy move." Yct, in 
these inner circles. Field-Marshal 
Alexander never forgot the Irish 
Guards. In North Africa. when 
hc had more than 300,000 mcn 
under command, h r  was not too 
busy 10 ordcr shamrock to be 
flown out from Ireland for his 
1 s l  Battalion. then at Bone. His 
ADC dolivcrcd the parcel on St. 
Fatrick's Day with a mcssage: 
"Welcome to the Micks. Now 
wc'lt gct cracking." The Battalion 
responded by capturing thc kcy 
Bou Massif, showing (in the Gen- 
P I ~ I ' S  words) "all thc fire and 
dash it always displayed in the 
1414-19i8 war." 

After that campaign Gcncral 
.4lcxander senl his  historic mes- 
sage to Mr. Churchill: "Sir, i t  is 
my duty to report that the Tu- 
nisian ctlinpaigii is over. All 
enemy resistancc has rrased. 
WP are masters of the North 
African shores." Yet perhaps i t  
W ~ S  just a5 proud a moment 
when, a few days later, General 
Alexandcr pinned the Victorm 
Cross on the shirt of Serjcant P. 
Kenneally. Irish Guards, and  ordei- 
r.d him to stand at his right side 
whilc thc Regiment marched past. 

"When it  comes 10 this busi- 
ness of fighting," the Field-Mar- 
shal has said, "1he proudcst 
claim a man can I I ) , ~ , ,  I. 1 1 1 ~ 1 1  

he I, '1 l iunt-l inc S"ldll~1. i dill 
glad thi i l  in my eariier days my 
front-line scrviw was  with thc 
Irish Guards" 

During that lront-linc service 
hc went "over thc top" thirty 
times, defying all the rules of 
luck. Fle emeiTrd f i t ,  whole and 
mentally unscarred ~ and with 
thc DSO and MC. 

After the war hv was at the 
Staff Collrgc a t  ihc same time 
as d numbcr at mcn who were to 
win famc m World War Two- 
Montgomcry, Goit, Brookc, Wil- 
son, Giffa ld ,  O'Connor. Freyberg 
dlnd Platt. 

In World W d r  Two it fell to 
Major-tieneial Alexander to ex- 
tricdtc: the  Rri t ish Expeditionary 
Force from Dunkirk (General 
Lord Cor1 hriving been callcd 
home). Whcn the troops had 
Iicm withdmwn, h r  tourcd the 
beachcs i n  a motorborlt with tlir 
Senior Nava l  Officer, Dunkirk, 
halioo-ing to the show i n  thr 
hope of locating slragglers. Only 
a German sentry mswercd. 

Afterwards tiencral Aiexandrf 
was appointed to Southern C o r -  
mancl, which would have been 
the number onc brittlefield ii 
l~litlcr had tried to invadc. Soon 
came another job of extrication. 
Mr. Churchill, with d heavy 
hear t .  sent him to Rangoon, 
wherc he dircctcd the fighting 
retreat uf the BrLlish forces from 
Burma ovcr the passes into Indid. 
Immediately afterwards, he wds 
switched to the Middle East R S  
Commander-in-Chicf. and was 
soon deep in the plans for the 
nmst lamous battle of North 
Atricn: El Alamcin 
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were slightly raised in a polite nrocess thev  have  Dlaved 
astonishment:' 

When the news was bad. says 
Mr. Linklater, troops found it 
"hard to believe that anything 
could go wrong in the presence 
of such perfect confidence. so 
perfectly tailored. He never in- 
validated the effect by wearing 
a steel helmet." On informal 
occasions. however, the Field- 
Marshal's dress could be start- 
ling enough. At Caserta he was 
once seen wearing a fur-fringed 
jacket, a fur hat given him by 
Stalin and a pair of top boats 
presented by Marshal Tito. 

Field-Marshd Alexander is al- 
most alone among the leaders . 
of World War Two in that he 
has not written a hook about the 
war. He wrote his official dis- 
patches, as was his duty, and 
called it a day. The post-mor- 
terns, the recriminations, the per- 
sonalities he left to others. 

The Field-Marshal has the 
same hobby as the Prime Mi- 
nister: painting. As a Brigadier 
on the North-West Frontier. he 
once disconcerted his Staff by 
putting down on canvas his im- 
pressions of a military operation 
while it was in progress-and 
while snipers were still about. 

In his new post. Field-Mar- 
shal Alexander has the absolute 
confidence of every man who 
served in World War Two. One 
part of his task is to ensure a 
fair share-out. between generals, 
admirals and air-marshals, of the 
thousands of millions of pounds 
which Britain is now spending 
on defence. A delicate task; but 
be has been described as a 
"general's general," a man able 
to soothe susceptibilities at the 
highest levels. The other part of 
his job is to mould Britain's de- 
fence policy in conjunction with 
other nations. It is ccrtain that 
he will be seeing a good deal of 
General Eisenhower; and it is 
equally certain that the two will 
get on swimmingly. (In 1942, 
when General Eisenhower first 
met the future Defence Minister. 
who had been nominated his 
second-in-command in North 
Africa. he is reported to have 
told his aide: "That guy's good! 
He ought to be Co-ander-in- 
Chief instead of me.") 

Livw With t ie  Gintry's dor- 
mal life. The Briggs Plan for 
resettling the squatters on 
whom the bandits prey : 
new, defended villages. hi 
been making slower progress 
than was hoped. 

General Templer takes oveI 
with wider powers than were 
enjoyed by any of his predeces- 
sors. Not only will he he political 
head of the government. he will 
have direct control over the sol- 
diers and police who are tacklir 
the bandits. General Sir Rc 
Lockhart. who last year S U C C ~ ~ L  

' ed Lieutenant-General Sir Harold 
Briggs as Director of Operations. 
will be General Templer's deput- 
for operations. 

The British press welcomtl 
General Templer's appointment 
as the "strong, ,man" in Malaya 
but did not minimise his difficult- 
ies. One columnist saw an omen 
in the fact that General Templer 
three years ago espied a burglar, 
brought the man down with a 
rugby tackle and, with the help 
6f a neighbour handed him over 
to the police. The burglar got 
nine months. 

General Templer bad never 
visited Malaya before his ap- 
pointment, but he has had ex- 
perience in several military-civil 
roles. He was Director of Civil 
Affairs at Field-Marshal Mont- 
gomery's headquarters in West- 
ern Europe. During the war he 
directed a "cloak-ad-dagger" 
organisation running guerilla 
fighters behind the lines in Ger- 
many. and was Director of Mili- 
tary Intelligence at the War 
Office - and good Intelligence 
is the key to the success in 
Malaya's anti-bandit war. Since 
the war General Templer has 
been Vice-Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff, an experience 
which. Mr. Oliver Lyttelton. the 
Colonial Secretary, pointed out, 
has given him insight into the 
machinery of government. 
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General Sir Gerald Templdr: man against the jungle. 

in Palestine in 1936. when be was 
serving with the Loyal Ilegiment. 
In 1940 he was with the British 
Expeditionary Force in France as 
a lieutenant-colonel. Two years 
later be was a lieutenant-general 
- at 44, the youngest of that 
rank in the Army. He stepped 
down to major-general to gain 
experience in command of a 
division in the field and went to 
t.he Mediterranean. 

His comindnds were the 1st and 
56th IuIantry Divxions, and the 
6th Armoured Division. In 1944 
b satne was badlv iniured rn d 

Right: There was 
a baton in his knap- 
sack: the future 
field-marrhal as a 
15-year-old cadet. 

' --,-- ~ ~~ ~ - 
motoraccident ~in-italy - a piano 
is said to have fallen on him from 
a German IORY with which his 
car collided. This injury brought 
him home. 

When he was appointed High 
Commissioner. General Templer 
was GOC-in-C. . Eastern . .  Command. 

, PAGE 17 . 

The new High Commissioner's 
military career started in the 
Royal Irish Fusiliers (of which he 
is now Colonel) in 1916. He won 
the Distinguished Service Order 
















































