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Cover picture

Making a splash: Pte
Damoen Rides raises the
tempo near Pristina. Sol-
diers of 1 PWRR have
trained hard during their six-
month deployment in
Kosovo. See Page 17

Picture: Steve Dock

“After guarding his flaming church all this time you'd think he would skip the retiring collection!”
@ Changing times allow drawdown of troops in Pristina - Pages 4-5
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Job (almost) done — now the troop drawdown begins after progress an the streets of Pristina

Report: Andy Simms
Pictures: Steve Dock

AN announcement that British troop
levels in the Balkans are to be reduced by
more than 1,800 is the latest signal that
normality is returning to the volatile
region.

By spring next year the current total of

about 4,350 troops will have been
slimmed down to 2,500, marking a fur-
ther milestone in the long-running peace-
keeping and stabilisation mission.

As a consequence of the reduction,
Britain’s main contribution will be a
battle-group in Bosnia and an operational
reserve battalion which will, for the
moment, be based in Pristina with a remit
to deploy in Bosnia or Kosovo as neces-
sary.

The downsizing of forces in the area
was signalled earlier this year by the Nato
Joint Operational Review (JOAR), which
advocated a regional approach to Nato’s
operations in the Balkans, treating Bosnia
and Kosovo as a single theatre.

peaceful city,” explained the officer in
command of B Company, 1 PWRR, Maj
Andy Smith. “There are still incidents of
violence, but the frequency of that vio-
lence is no greater than you would find in
Brighton, Bournemouth or any other
British city. The population is optimistic
about the country’s
future and a key indi-
cator of that is the
proliferation of new
buildings and hous-
ing in particular.
“Locals are now
spending money on
their own property
and on improving the
city’s infrastructure —
a clear sign of security

Maj Andy Smith

and confidence.”

In an effort to encourage this rehabilita-
tion process 1 PWRR, in line with Kfor
objectives, pursued an aggressive risk-
management programme during their
tour, unfixing soldiers from previously

guarded positions. Among the high-pro-
file focal points to have been relieved of a
24-hour guard within Pristina are the YU
Project, a block of flats occupied by more
than 80 Serbs, and an unconsecrated
Serb church.

“Previously the YU Project had been °

manned by 12 soldiers at all times, but
now we have removed the guard, the san-
gars and all the sandbags,” said Maj
Smith.

“Previously Kfor had provided a safe
and secure environment by physically
escorting this Serb minority everywhere,
but that is no longer necessary.

“Qur challenge has been to explain to
the Serbs that they are now safe and wean

them away from the perception that if

they walk the streets on their own they
will be killed.

“They’re not particularly happy about
what we have done, but we have got to
prepare them for when troop numbers
reduce and responsibility is passed over to
the Kosovo Police Service (KPS).

“We have not for-

It is believed that smaller,
lighter and more flexible forces
will be able to meet the improved
security situation in the region.

The UK will continue to pro-
vide lead HQ eclements in the
Bosnia stabilisation force, Sfor,
but will cease, from next May, to
provide a brigade headquarters
for the Multi-National Brigade
(Centre) in Kosovo. Instead, the
UK will be part of a multi-nation-
al HQ involving Finland, its first
lead-nation, Sweden and the
Czech Republic.

About 1,500 UK troops will be
based in Bosnia, with about 900
in Kosovo. Sfor is to reduce from
18,000 to 12,000 personnel and
Kfor from 38,000 to 32,000. By
June next year Kfor should be
down to about 29,000 troops —a
reduction befitting the remarkable
progress made since British
troops first arrived on the streets
of Kosovo’s capital in June 1999.

Later this month the last British
armoured infantry in Kosovo, 1st
Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment, will roll out of
town after completing a six-
month tour of Pristina.

“The Pristina we are leaving
behind is in the main a calm and

.

cnurch service: LCpl Philip Niutum ﬁwﬂ. onj
with Czech troops at the last fixed o
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flats. We still patrol
around them, check
up on them and
maintain a presence,
but it is no longer a
permanent one.”

Despite the voices
of protest, the flat’s
tenants have not
been shy about leaving their
homes to go shopping or visit
friends, and to date there have
been no incidents as a conse-
guence of the unfixing process.

The decision to remove the 12-
man guard from the unconsecrat-
ed church has also been greeted
with apathy from the Albanian
population. Now protected by
just barbed wire, the church,
once feared as a target for Alban-
ian extremists, has remained
untouched.

Unfixing has not been con-
fined to Pristina’s city’s limits;

enjoyed similar successes
northern province of Podujes
Lt James S

to just one, a

~ and our focus has shi

The Queen’s Royal Lancers have

administrative boundary line, in the space
of a year.

“Aside from our own camps, the
church is our only other fixed location

_and we have begun to wind down our

presence there as well,” he said. “When
we arrived in theatre there was a sangar at
the church’s rear and razor wire around
the perimeter, both of which have now
gone. We still have a four-man guard
there but we are working things down
gradually.

“The fact that we have been able to
unfix from so many locations is testament
to the advancements that have been made
in a country effectively torn in half just
two-and-a-half years ago.”

This is a sentiment shared by the out-
going brigade commander, Brig Simon
Mayall, who believes that unfixing should
be secen as a vote of confidence in
Kosovo’s political maturity and a devel-
oping confidence in the country’s own
forces of law and order.

“The work done by 1 PWRR and QRL
is reflected all around Multi-National
Brigade (Centre),” he said. “We have
driven down the number of fixed tasks
from more than 600 to about 250, and
that figure includes
guarding our own
camps, which are
tasks we can not get
away from.

“We have rcleased
a battalion’s amount
of manpower simply
by pursuing this
policy of unfixing. It
requires something
of a leap of faith, but

Brig Simon Mayall

it is not us taking risks with the popula-
tion’s security, it is us demonstrating our
confidence in how secure the operating
environment is.

“We are trying to persuade the people
of Kosovo that they should be relymg on

their own civil i msutuuons
“The KPS are now com

he situation in Kosovo is radically

aced to be thhdrawmg

an end state is

ent from 1999 so qun'e nynﬂym 2
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Flat-footed: Pte Graeme
Bowler (1 PWRR) leads
a patrol past the YU
Project in Pristina
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With so many mates to rely on,
why do you need the ABF?

Few jobs generate the friendship and camaraderie that
you find in the Army. Facing danger and hardship together
means that soldiers develop bonds that are stronger than
40mm Chobham armour. Even after you leave the Army
you can always call on your mates for help.

But what if the help you need is beyond what they
are able to give? It’s then that you need the kind of
specialist support and resources that the ABF can
provide. Since the ABF was formed, we have helped
soldiers, ex-soldiers and their families with all kinds of
problems, emotional, physical and financial.

So next time you take part in a fundraising
event keep the ABF in mind.

If you would like to find out more about
how you can help the Fund, please
contact us, quoting ‘Soldier’.

020 7591 2000

website: www.armybenfund.org

e-mail: enquiries@armybenevolentfund.com
Army Benevolent Fund, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR

ARMY
BENEVOLENT

FUND
SUPPORTING THE BEST

The ABF is the Army's national charity and is committed to the welfare of Army and ex-Army personnel and their families. (Registered Charity No. 211645)
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Brits join multi-national force in Miinster

THE British Army is supplying officers,
warrant officers and senior NCOs for the
new Nato Higher Readiness Forces
(HRF) across Europe. These newly-
accredited headquarters will be able to
replace long- and short-term deployed
peacekeeping command HQs around
the world.

The British contingent in the 1st
(German/Netherlands) Corps, HRF, Ger-

many consists initially of a colonel, three
lieutenant colonels, a major, two WO1s
and a WO2, and will increasing to 14 by
early next year. They are spread across
the multi-national headquarters in Min-
ster and can expect to serve in places
such as the Balkans and Afghanistan.

@ A feature on the Nato Rapid Deploy-
able Corps ltaly, based at Solbiate Olona,
near Milan, will appear in the next issue.

Water music: The dramatic sight of a 25-piece military band marching into a swimming
pool had guests of the Alexander the Great Hotel at Paphos in Cyprus on their feet. The
stunt by the Band of the Royal Corps of Engineers was a brainwave cooked up by the
hotel’s manager and Capt Ed Keeley, the band’s director of music. Full dress uniforms
were replaced by “pool undress” order and instruments held high as the musicians pad-

dled to a rapturous reception from hundreds of holidaymakers.

Picture: Cpl Pete Mobbs

Tanks modified for
desert fighting role

PLLANS are being drawn up for the
“desertisation” of 234 Challenger 2
Main Battle Tanks.

The Commons Defence Committee
was told the £90m preparations for
desert warfare will equip the equivalent
of two armoured brigades.

Maj Gen Rob Fulton, a senior capabil-
ity manager at the Ministry of Defence,
told MPs the proposed modifications
would include “skirts” to keep out desert
dust and improved oil and air filters, as
well as some changes to the tanks’
engines.

He did not comment on whether the
modifications were linked to Irag.

Gen Fulton said: “We are looking at a
programme to provide limited desertisa-
tion. That will be considered alongside
other elements in the equipment pro-
gramme in the current planning round.”

SOLDIER November 2002

More than 60 tanks from 4th
Armoured Brigade were sent to Oman
last year for Exercise Saif Sareea, a joint
exercise with the Omanis. Many British
tanks suffered breakdowns after sand
caused problems with their engines.

In a written answer in the House of
Commons, Armed Forces Minister
Adam Ingram said thar, following Saif
Sareea, it would be appropriate for all
troops to be issued with desert combat
boots for future deployments in such
high temperatures.

Snap up £250

DON'T miss out on your chance to
win £250 by entering Soldier’s Photo-
graphic Competition. But you need to
hurry. See Page 73 for details.

campus opened
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SaBRE's out
to impress
employers

A CAMPAIGN to help Reservists gain
the support of their civilian employers
has been launched by the Government.
SaBRE - short for Supporting
Britain’s Reservists and Employers - is a
multi-million pound drive, using direct
mail, advertising, public

relations and IT to get the w
message across that TA
training is of benefit to
civilian employers as well
as to the Army.

A network of employer
support executives is being

SaBRE

Supporting Britain's
Reservists & Employers

recruited to spread the
message face-to-face. Case studies will
be used to impress employers.

New research by Leeds Business
School has revealed that members of the
Volunteer Reserves receive 12 times as
much off-the-job training as an average
employee.

® More details at www.sabre.mod.uk



Headline news: Displaying the right hat-itude for
the job, Gnr Ben Young, of 19 Regiment RA,
shows off a selection of military head-dresses from
Hobsons & Sons of Thundersley in Essex. The
company has just won a £277,000 contract to
supply the Services with 10,000 hats, chinstraps,
spare peaks and badges over the next two years.

Faye steps off

Military mission: Former Steps band member
Faye Tozer, above, got herself kitted out in
Combat 95 gear for a four-day morale-boosting
visit to troops deployed in Kosovo. The popular
singer and dancer, who is now carving out a solo
career, signed hundreds of autographs at 12
locations, patrolled with The Queen’s Royal Lan-
cers in Podujevo, drove a 432 with 3 Armd Engr
San, flew in a Gazelle with 656 Sgn, 9 Regt AAC,
and visited the PWRR in Pristina, 6 Bn REME
and 22 Engr Regt HQ.  Picture: PO (Phot) Res Harding

Sapper trio cited

for saving lives

Picture: Cpl Pete Mobbs!

THREE Royal Engineers who helped
save lives in separate incidents have been
commended at an investiture in Cyprus.

The trio, all serving with 62 Cyprus
Support Squadron RE, are Cpls David
Johnston and Paul Ansell and LCpl
Rod Campbell.

Cpl Johnston received the Comman-
der British Forces Cyprus commenda-
tion for saving an elderly man who fell
into icy water at Poole Quay. The inci-
dent took place last November while
he was in England attending a course.

Cpl Johnston heard a splash and saw
someone in the water, about 15ft
below the harbour wall.

The sapper jumped in and pulled the
casualty, who was between 60 and 70,
to the surface. Two instructors on the
course gave first aid to the man, who
was very cold and had cuts on his legs.

“There is no doubt that his quick
thinking and bravery saved the man’s
life,” said the citation.

Also awarded a commander’s com-
mendation was 30-year-old Cpl Ansell,
a plant section commander in Dhekelia,
who organised the rescue of a 58-year-
old Cypriot feared to be having a heart
attack in a snowbound hotel in the
Troodos mountains.

Cpl Ansell co-ordinated the efforts of
62 Squadron’s Troodos-based snow

A good double act

WO2 Christopher Coates,
right, of 215 Signal
Squadron, serving with
Sfor in Kosovo, and his
wife, SSgt Alison Coates,
QARANC, below,
received their Long Ser-
vice and Good Conduct
Medals on the same day
from Brig Simon Mayall,
Commander Multi-Nation-
al Brigade (Centre). SSgt
Coates is serving in the
ATR Pirbright Dental
Centre and flew to Kosovo to receive her
medal at the same time as her husband.

pr.
IN BRIEF

® Maj Matt Hanson, right, OC of
the new Cyprus Communications Unit
(CCU), pictured at a parade at
Episkopi to mark the merging of Army
and RAF comms units to create an
island-wide asset. It includes the
Army's former 259 Signal Squadron
\and the RAF’s No 12 Signals Unit.

Cited: Cpl Paul Ansell, left, Cpl David John-
ston, centre, and LCpl Rod Campbell

clearance team to provide a safe passage
for military medics trying to reach the
casualty. This involved -the sappers
going out at night in freezing tempera-
tures on steep mountain roads covered
with snow drifting to 14ft.

The medics — Lt Sonia Lonegan, Sgt
Alex Wright and Cpl Andy Dykes —
decided to evacuate the patient to
Limassol, which meant a second haz-
ardous trip for the clearance team of
Cpls Ansell, Ky Philp and Rob Hood,
and Spr Rob Evans.

LCpl Campbell was presented with a
commendation from the Commander
Multi-National Brigade (Centre) for res-
cuing a woman and boy from a car in
Kosovo. The 23-year-old was in a
convoy approaching the Macedonian
border when a car collided with a truck
and was buried under its load of stone.

LCpl Campbell prised open a door to
enable the driver to escape, then
crawled into the car and opened a rear
window to extract the boy. He went
back in to remove a car seat to free the
woman, who medics believed had fsut'-
fered a cracked pelvis.

}
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Stay in your
lane and I'll
stay in mine

P&0O’s speedy Seacat had to
make allowances for WO2 Tim
Mayers of 47 Regiment RA while
he was taking his turn in a relay
swim across the Channel.

The Dover-Calais ferry took
avoiding action to give Tim, pic-
tured in the water, right, a wide
berth during the 16 hr 21 min it
took six gunners to complete the
crossing from Shakespeare
Beach near Dover to Shackburn
Beach near Calais.

Also involved in the swim were
Capt Chris Allen, project leader
WO2 Gary Eydman, Sgt Greg
Reeve, Bdr Mark Tansley and
Capt Sean Lamb.

They were supported by medic
Sgt Nigel Hogg, who had to dish
out tablets to combat seasick-
ness when the winds freshened
to force six. The soldiers resisted
pressure to abandon the cross-
ing as conditions deteriorated
and made it to the other side
wearing plastic illuminating
bands as the light faded.

As they neared Calais they were swept
into a busy shipping channel. The Hamp-

shire-based team want to apologise for the

late arrival of P&0’s Dover-Calais late
evening sailing and say they were doing

their best to get out of the way. Cash raised
by the Channel crossers will go to the British
Limbless Ex-Servicemen's Association
(BLESMA) and Get Kids Going, which helps
disabled youngsters to take part in sport.

® As part of their training, the swimmers
entered the tri-Service open-water champi-
onships at Lake Bala, Mid-Wales, in June.
WO2 Mayers won the Army breaststroke
medal and Gnr Dyer the freestyle.

Well well

... divers

take on Kosovo task

ARMY divers from 22 Engineer Regi-
ment were called in to inspect inlet
valves at Jezero reservoir, which sup-
plies 40 per cent of Pristina’s water. The
survey of the main pumps, which have
been neglected for many years, was
requested by the European Agency for
the Reconstruction of Kosovo.

With the valves situated 19m below
the surface, the team could work for 17
minutes at a time without the need for
decompression stops.

In a second phase of the operation,
divers will seal off the valves by encasing

® Pte Joeli Suguvan-
ua, right, of The Light
Dragoons, pays his dues
to Jane Pollard on Jeans
for Genes day at Swan-
ton Morley. Jane and
Clare Amos patrolled
the camp and fined
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the large inlet valves in a heavy-duty
membrane bag, draining off the water
and servicing the mechanism.

Divers were also called on to clear a
deep well at Gnjilane in the American-
controlled sector. After a bucket
obstructing the well below the surface
had been removed by LCpl Tony
Bryan, the hole was found to narrow
considerably 7m down. With LCpl
Bryan too big to descend further, the
slimmer Cpl Taff Stokes was sent down
to reach the bortom at 12m and report
that all was clear.

anyone not wear-
ing jeans. They col-
lected more than
£340 for the charity
from members of
the regiment, which
was in denim order
for the day.

>

That coversit. ..

In the money: WO1 Clyde Morgan, QDG, left,
and CSgt Duncan Doswell, 1 RGJ, have been
rewarded under the MoD’s GEMS scheme for an
idea which will save the Army £20,000 over the
next three years. They noticed the high turnover
of Mk 4 EOD helmet liners used by students at the
Improvised Explosive Device Disposal Wing at
the Army School of Ammunition in Warwickshire
— for health and hygiene reasons the liners had to
be changed frequently — so did something about
it. They designed a washable hygiene cover for
the liner, which was duly signed up to by the
Defence Clothing and Textile Agency. It will be
used with the Mk 5 helmet coming into service.




THE ARMY PROTECTS

PEOPLE AROUND THE

WORLD. WE’LL PROTECT

YOU IN THE

FINANCIAL WORLD.

You're in the British Army. That means you've earned respect
around the world. But at home your unique situation is not
always understood by every insurance underwriter.

Sometimes it’s difficult to know where to find the best cover
and deals to meet your needs.

The solution is Affinitas. We're here exclusively to help active
and retired military personnel get the best value for money.

Like competitive cover for cars and homes that aren't at the
same risk in a patrolled area. We also offer health and life
insurance rates that are fit for a fit person and kit cover rates
that suit a highly disciplined adult. Meanwhile, our travel cover
is exceptionally well priced.

When it's time to move on, our careers service can put you in
touch with employers who will think the world of your skills.

For help, call Affinitas now.

0800 316 1 317
+44 1206 393 777 affmltas

www.affinitas.com looking out for you

son

@ November 2002 SOLDIER




Our phots
rise to the
challenge

SOLDIER Magazine photogra-

Cheeky chaps: Tpr Adam Ray, left, and Tpr Manasa Turaganivalu, both QRH, get to grips with

top model and TV presenter Nell McAndrew during her visit to the Naafi in JHQ Rheindahlen
to sign copies of her 2003 calendar. Nell was interviewed by Soldier earlier this year when
she presented a series which starred Army boxer Gnr Alastair Morrison. Picture: Sgt Rick Elsworth

Kids' safety campaign
reflects well on Mickey

Cats' eyes reflectors save young lives on streets of Pristina

A ROYAL Military Policeman has been
given an international award for distribut-
ing cats’ eyes reflectors to help to save the
lives of children on Kosovo’s roads.

While stationed in Pristina, Cpl Mickey
McLean RMP was appalled by the number
of voungsters killed and maimed on the
city’s unlit streets, a problem exacerbated
by lack of crossing points and poorly main-
tained vehicles.

Last month he received a Prince Michael
International Road Safety Award in the
Corporals’ Mess of 111 Provost Company
RMP at Hohne Camp, Germany.

His plea to UK police forces for dona-
tions of reflective material was taken up by
Gloucester City Council road safety team
leader Gary Handley, who contacted the
Nationwide Building Society. The Nation-
wide, which had launched a project to give

reflective cats’ eyes to all primary school
children in the UK, donated 20,000 reflec-
tors. Fastened to coats and bags, they make
the wearer visible at 150 metres in low-
beam headlights, giving drivers up to five
times the normal distance to react.

The reflectors were airlifted to Pristina
by South Cerney-based 29 Regiment RLLC
and collected by Cpl McLean, colleagues
in the Mulu-National Police Force and
members of the Kosovo Police Service.
About 5,000 were handed out by troops
from a Norwegian battalion to pupils at
two Albanian schools and the remaining
15,000 were distributed by the Kosovo
Police Service.

At the same time a safety awareness cam-
paign organised by the Nato personnel was
pivotal in changing children’s arttitudes
towards their own safety.

phers Graeme Main and Mike
Weston swept the board in the

MoD Media Challenge competi-

tion, winning all three
prizes in the stills photog-
raphy section.

Graeme’s picture of an
armed DWR soldier play-
ing football with young-
sters in Pristina - runner-
up in the Army Photo-
graphic Competition
image of the year catego-
ry - took first prize of
£500, while a set of atmos-
pheric black-and-white
prints of amputees in
Sierra Leone won him
second prize as well.

Mike, our chief photog-
rapher, completed the
clean sweep by taking
third place with a photo of
Afghan horsemen playing
buzkashi near Kabul.

The competition is a
celebration of the skills,
talents and professional-
ism of MoD civilian
media staff.

Meanwhile, Maj Peter
Boxell, who has worked
for the Directorate of
Corporate Communica-
tions (Army) for the past
three years, has been
named internal commu-
nicator of the year by the
Communicators in Busi-

ness organisation for staff work on
projects including the Army inter-
net, Garrison Radio, sports pro-

motion and recruit marketing
liaison.

Peter, a former Great Britain
hockey international, received his
award at the Savoy on October 31.
He is leaving the Army shortly to
join a firm marketing and distrib-

uting educational IT products.

Degree offer

MAJ Gen Robert Baxter,
Commandant of RMA
Sandhurst, visited
Southampton University
to launch a scheme offer-
ing technical degree
places to students wish-
ing to join the Armed
Forces or MoD.
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MoD in Sussex search

THE MoD'’s Defence Disposal Ser-
vices Agency and US marine explo-
ration company Odyssey have
signed an agreement to search the
western Mediterranean for the wreck
of HMS Sussex, which sank in 1694.
Lost in a violent storm with virtually
all hands, she is believed to have
been carrying tons of gold coins.

Signalling intentions

TERRITORIAL Army soldiers
from all over the UK boarded
ferries to Zeebrugge and Rotter-
dam for three weeks of setting
up and testing communications
networks. Exercise Arcade
Falcon involved five regiments
and two independent squadrons
from 11 Signal Brigade.

Shipshape battery

SOLDIERS from 105 (Scottish and
Ulster) Regiment RA (V) on an
annual camp in Gibraltar cleaned up
and painted the 9.2-in coastal
artillery gun in O'Hara’s Battery, on a
1,400ft peak overlooking North Africa.
The gunners applied more than 100
litres of battleship grey paint to the
gun and surrounding platform.

Maj Peter Boxell



Under Big Ben

A digest of what's being said on
Army matters in Parliament

Terror order
renewed for
reservists

A FRESH order, effective until September
2003, has been made to enable reservists to
continue to be called out to support military
operations relating to the campaign against
international terrorism.

More than 500 have been called out since
October 2001, many compulsorily. A written
answer said: “The reservists are providing an
invaluable contribution to the operations and
we are most grateful for their continuing com-
mitment and their employers’ support.”

D-Day 60th: The Government and Armed
Forces will be represented at ministerial and
senior officer level at parades and services in
Normandy to mark the 60th anniversary of D-

Day on June 6, 2004. The
And 1 quote = =as Parachute Regiment will

provide a band for the
event, being organised by
the French Comité du
Débarquement.

¢ Our case is simply this:
not that we take military
action come what may,
but that the case for
ensuring Iraqi disarma-
ment, as the UN itself
has stipulated, is over-
whelming. | defy anyone
... to say that that is an
unreasonable demand
for the international com-
munity to make when,
after all, itis only the
same demand that we
have made for 11 years
and that Saddam has
rejected. 9

— Prime Minister Tony
Blair, speaking in the
Commons debate on
Iraq and Weapons of
Mass Destruction

Lost missile: Searches
for the pallet of an anti-
tank missile lost recently
in the Bristol Channel
proved unsuccessful.

Mobile phones: No spe-
cific rules govern the car-
riage of personal mobile
phones by members of
the Armed Forces on
operational duties, and
the use of personal mobile
phones during deploy-
ments and operations is at
the discretion of the local
commander. Comman-
ders may restrict their use

Big guns
SA80-A2

Report vindicates reliability of modified rifle

LT Gen Sir Mike Jackson, Comman-
der-in-Chief Land Forces, has given a
ringing endorsement of the suitability of
the modified SA80-A2, the Army’s indi-
vidual weapon.

Speaking at a press conference at the
MoD in London, he said: “After pretty
intensive trials and exercises we are con-
fident that we have got the weapon we
need and want.

“I am clear that the SA80-A2 lives up
to, and in some cases surpasses, expecta-
tions, with the proviso the correct main-
tenance regime is followed. It does what
it is designed to do and does it well.”

Gen Jackson’s comments followed
the publication of a report into equip-
ment failures in Afghanistan. The
report’s author, Col Frazer Haddow,
RM, said problems encountered by

Royal Marines serving with 45 Com-
mando were caused by not applying suf-
ficient oil.

A team, including specialists from the
Defence Logistics Organisation, the
Infantry Trials and Development Unit
and Heckler and Koch, which modified
the rifle, was sent to Afghanistan in July.
It conducted interviews, inspected
weapons and staged field trials, includ-
ing test firings under replicated opera-
tional conditions.

The team had been asked to investi-
gate following three equipment failure
reports. Two related to weapons dam-
aged in transit.

The third concerned an incident in
May when a patrol from 45 Comman-
do, including members of the Brigade
Reconnaissance Force, armed with a

in a geographical location or for a specific
period for operational reasons.

Food sources: In the past 12 months, about
23 per cent of food supplied to the Armed
Forces by the MoD’s food supply contractors
was purchased overseas. The figure includes
foods not produced in the UK and others
bought abroad for personnel serving abroad
due to export or customs restrictions. Of food
bought for use in operational ration packs, 14
per cent was sourced abroad.

Top three: The three biggest MoD contracts
awarded since May 1997 were for provision
of the Bowman communications system, the
redevelopment of Main Building in Whitehall,

and the Royal Navy's Type 45 programme. |

Picture: Cpl Mark Ballantyne

Sand test: An SA80-A2 is coated in sand during extensive trials carried out in Oman

mix of SA80-A2, M16 and Minimi
weapons, came under fire. During the
exchange four SA80-A2s experienced
stoppages. In each case this was recti-
fied by manually cocking the weapon.

The failure report indicated that the
rifles were not oiled and, as such, stop-
pages were to be expected. The majori-
ty of the other weapon types suffered
stoppages during the contact.

There is currently a 100 per cent
reporting requirement for all equip-
ment failures on the SA80-A2 — normal
practice for new-to-service items.

It is said to be significant that only

three reports have been received. Col
Haddow consequently concluded that
the SA80-A2 was a reliable weapon
when correctly maintained and that it
could be maintained in an operational
environment.

The team found there were no engi-
neering defects that would affect the
functional reliability of the weapon.
However the team identified three
equipment problems — a number of
safety plungers jammed; damaged mag-
azines were not being replaced; and
muzzle covers expanded to allow sand
into the weapon.

STEPS taken to address the report's recommenda-
tions include:

W Replacing missing or unserviceable maga-
zines and items from weapon cleaning kits;

B Checking safety plungers regularly for wear
damage that could cause sticking. The procure-
ment of a modified safety plunger in a more
resilient material is being considered;

B The weapon training pamphlet is being
amended to highlight the importance of inspecting
the top of the magazine for distortion and the priori-
ties for cleaning and lubricating the weapon when
operating in extreme hot, dry and dusty conditions.

The pamphlet is also being amended to recom-
mend a reduction to 25 rounds (from 30) per maga-
zine in extreme hot, dry and dusty conditions;

B A replacement muzzle cover with a captive
fit is to be designed and issued;

M A review is being conducted of weapon-clean-
ing tools to develop devices which are easier to use
and more effective when employed in an opera-
tional setting;

W Information on an improvised weapon
cover used by 3 Commando Brigade is to be
made widely available.

B Col Haddow has recommended that all users
be reminded of the correct cleaning and lubrication
regime for hot, dry, dusty conditions.

To raise confidence in the weapon a field-firing
exercise was carried out in Oman. The aim was to
demonstrate to selected personnel from all three
Services that media reporting on the weapon was
inaccurate.

As a result, a core of instructors have returned to
their units with personal experience of the reliability
and maintenance regime of the weapon.

The SA80-A2 successfully completed 94.54 per
cent of battlefield missions in Oman.

Peaking in Peru

High adventure: Two members of a Defence Acade-

my expedition to the Cordillera Blanca region of
Peru climb from camp one to two, zig-zagging
between crevasses with the south face of Haus-
caran Sur in the background.

Team leader Maj lan Comber RA, Maj John Tolan,

WFR (V), Maj John Kerner RLC and Maj Simon
Hutchings RLC, all from the Advanced Command
and Staff Course at Shrivenham, took on the
summit of Huascaran Sur, at 6,768m the highest
peak in Peru.

Three succeeded in making a lightweight,
Alpine-style ascent of the south (Sur) peak before
descending in “white-out” conditions.

Eleven climbers have been killed on Hauscaran
since June and most of the climbers encountered
by the military party on the mountain failed to
reach the top. The expedition had to abandon its
plans to climb the north peak — Hauscaran Norte
(6.655m) — because of particularly dangerous snow

conditions.

Picture: Maj lan Comber
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IN BRIEF

@ Troops from 516 Specialist Team Royal
Engineers set up a ship-to-shore pipeline in
Portland Harbour during an 11-day exercise
which began with a logistic craft carrying
the equipment from Marchwood Military
Port near Southampton. When completed,
the pipe system, which can be used to
| pump fuel ashore, lay on the seabed.

@ SSgt Gavin Wood, right, teaches local
students at the Banja Luka Catering Col-
lege's cooking school. SSgt Wood, the reg-
imental catering SNCO at the Metal Factory
base, has been showing 180 young chefs
how to prepare British dishes after an
approach from the Bosnian baker who pro-
vides bread for Sfor soldiers in the town.
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Capitol performance:
Pipe Maj Rab Loyal
plays in front of the
Capitol Building
during a short cultural
visit to Washington
DC by members of
the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Irish Regiment.
The battalion was
taking partin a
month-long exchange
exercise with US
troops and was based
at Fort Campbell,
Kentucky, home of the
101st Airborne Divi-
sion.

® 1 SG Pipers mark
September 11 in

-l

USA - Page 65

® Six members of the First Aid Nursing Yeo-
manry (FANY) re-enacted the first parachute
drop of women behind enemy lines. Among a
party of 40 who travelled to France for the
commemoration, the six jumped in tandem
with French paratroopers. During the week-
end, FANY members took part in a communi-
cations exercise with 71 (Y) Signal Regiment.

@ Service personnel deployed in the Falk-
lands contributed to a golden jubilee gift to the
Queen from the people of the islands. The
glass-top, wooden occasional table, with a
tapestry depicting the Falklands’ coat of arms,
was taken to Buckingham Palace last month. It
was made from 100-year-old ash and more
than 300 stitchers created the tapestry.
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WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH, THE TOUGH DON’'T GO SHOPPING.

You people lead busy lives. You've got important jobs to do. And going shopping is way down your list of priorities.
Which is why GORE-TEX® fabric have joined forces with Bell Apparel and launched a website for Armed Forces staff.

Just log on, discover some terrific discounts and order. There, now back to work.

www.bell-apparel.co.uk
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Home at last:
Tiger, the white
mongrel puppy
brought to the
UK six months
ago by soldiers
serving in
Afghanistan, has
completed his
quarantine
period and
moved in with
new owner Mar-
garet Watson
and husband
Paul. Tiger was
found by troops
serving with 216
Signal Squadron
and Margaret is
the squadron's
tailoress.

Tiger shared a
tent with WO
Graeme Smith in
Kabul after being
adopted by 16
Air Assault
Brigade troops
as their unofficial
mascot.

Army is prepared

to cover

AS SOLDIER went to press an estimated
19,000 personnel from all three Services
were ready to provide emergency cover if
the first national strike by full-time
firefighters went ahead.

Under a contingency plan code-named
Operation  Fresco, Armed  Forces
personnel have undergone a five-week
training package at RAF Manston in Kent.

They will provide firefighting crews,
breathing apparatus rescue teams, drivers
and administrative command and control
functions. Troops will also provide security
at bases.

Plans drawn up by the Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister would see cover
provided by 827 Bedford Green Goddess
trucks kept for civil emergencies. The

Cpl Francis Chipolina belts out
Sinatra classics on stage at Bal-
lymena Town Hall. He was
accompanied by the Band of
The Royal Irish Regiment and
the Band of The Royal Gibraltar
Regiment, which completed its
annual camp in Northern Ire-
land. The Gibraltarians played
at several functions as well as
in many retirement homes
around Ballymena.
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ire strike

trucks, introduced in 1953, were used by
the Army during the last national strike in
1977.

The first walkout was scheduled to last
48 hours with others stretching to as much
as eight days, with one ending on
Christmas Eve and another the day before
Bonfire Night.

Prime Minister Tony Blair reconvened
Downing Street's emergencies committee,
known as Cobra.

The committee, which meets rarely —
most recently after the 11 September
attacks last year — has prepared action
plans for handling emergencies during the
strikes.

Cobra was also convened for the foot-
and-mouth crisis and the fuel blockade.

® FOUR members of
the 4th Regiment RA
joined their twin French
regiment, 1er Regiment
d'Artillerie de Marine,
for a firing camp at
Suippes in Cham-
pagne, an exercise
camp little changed
since it was the scene
of fierce fighting in the
First World War.

UPDATE

What the Press has been saying

® Army chef Mark Simmons has
landed a staggering £164,776
windfall — with a soccer bet of just
£4. Doncaster Rovers fan Mark,
serving with 19 Regiment RA at
Colchester, won what is thought to
be the biggest-ever payout on one
footie accumulator by predicting the
winners of 18 games.

“It's a hell of a lot of money when
you're on Army wages, but | won’t be
jacking the day job in. | love the Army
life too much,” he said. - Sun

@ Thousands of Greek Cypriots
protested against the presence of
British military bases on their island and
the prospect of the installations being
used in an attack on Iraq. The
protesters converged on the RAF
communications base at Akrotiri. —
Guardian

@ Delighted Prince Harry has been
promoted to the rank of lance
corporal in the Eton College army
cadets. He was presented with his
stripe by the Combined Cadet
Force’s adjutant, Capt William
Prideaux of The Royal Green
Jackets. -Sun

® The prospect of war with Iraq is
encouraging record numbers of young
Britons to join up. Over the past six
months 7,350 recruits have joined the
Army, compared with 6,592 for the
same period last year. — Sunday
Telegraph

® Thousands of British war graves
in Iraq have been desecrated in a
reaction to the threat of renewed
bombing raids against the country.
Headstones have been smashed,
crosses vandalised and memorial
plaques torn down and smashed in a
cemetery holding the remains of the
dead from two world wars. — Times

® Britain's A-bomb tests blighted the
lives of thousands of soldiers. Fifty
years on, a legacy of death and disease
is being passed on to their children and
grandchildren. — Sunday Mirror front-
page headline announcing a six-page y
investigation into health problems expe- \.
rienced by veterans of nuclear explo- %
sions in the Pacific.

® Servicemen were experimented
on with Sarin, the deadly nerve gas,
as late as 1983 at the Government’s
defence research centre at Porton
Down, documents reveal. Previously
the MoD has admitted to tests involv-
ing the nerve agent only during the
Fifties and Sixties. — Sunday Telegraph
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Clearing out: Pte Anthony Rushforth on
the alert during a house-clearance exercise

Report: Andy Simms
Pictures: Steve Dock

SOLDIERS from
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
quickly discovered that being over-
manned does not equate to being under-
worked during their six-month tour of
Kosovo.

Taking full advantage of their extra
manpower and the new-found stability in
Pristina, the battalion’s officers kept
troops on their toes with intensive in-the-
atre training programmes.

“As a battalion we are over-manned by
79 soldiers and that has brought with it a
lot of opportunities,” explained Maj Andy
Smith, who returns to Tidworth with the
rest of the battalion later this month. “We
have been able to send a platoon to
Northern Ireland and have completed a

st Battalion, The
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large number of training cadres. As well as
holding driver and NCO cadres, we are
also the first battalion to bring a Warrior
turret trainer to Kosovo and that has been
critical for us ahead of our training year in
2003.

“Those on the gunner cadres have also
been able to put what they
have learned to the test
during a multi-national live
firing exercise in Krivolac,
Macedonia.

“If we weren’t fully
manned we would not have been able to
do as much as we have, and the fact that
there is no longer a direct threat against
Kfor has also helped our cause.”

Training officer Capt Nick Thuilliez
added: “Any slack there was from having
extra men on the ground has been taken
up by the training. Those not involved

é Any slack has
been taken up
by training 9

5 90k
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with cadres themselves have had to work
extra hard to release those who have.

“In total the battalion managed to com-
plete five gunner refresher courses, four
gunner introductory cadres, an NCO
cadre and two driver cadres.

“The training has provided a welcome
break from peace-support
operations and being in
Kosovo has really helped
focus people’s minds on
the task at hand — there are
no distractions here.”

But it hasn’t been all work and no play
— more than 30 per cent of the bartalion
managed to escape the routine of peace-
support operations and war-fighting
training for a week of adventure training
at Brac in Croatia.

® Easy ride for smugglers — see over




British soldiers
serving in Kosovo
make an exception
to their tough
stance on crime

Report: Andy Simms
Pictures: Steve Dock

DESPITE being caught carrying contra-
band goods across the administrative
boundary line by multi-national border
patrols, some of Kosovo’s most persistent
smugglers have been receiving five-star
treatment from troops based in Pristina
and Podujevo.

Usually renowned for adopting a no-
nonsense approach to fighting crime,
British soldiers have been going out of
their way to help the habitual law-break-
ers, giving up their free time to ensure
that that the traffickers’ stay in custody is
as comfortable as possible.

Thanks to the kindness of these volun-
teers, the felons have benefited from reg-
ular meals, expert medical attention,
personal grooming and plenty of tender
loving care.

Hardly the usual level of care awarded
to prisoners — but then horses are not your
run-of-the-mill law-breakers and Mirada
Farm, just outside Pristina, is far removed
from any prison.

“Smuggling remains a big problem in
Kosovo and ponies and pack mules are
used heavily by smugglers to carry any-
thing that can be sold on for a profit,”
explained Capt Beth Wells, 3 RMP, an
avid horsewoman and one of Mirada

Healing hands: A team of Kfor volunteers, above, tend to one of the farm’s “inmates”

Hungry horses: Three of Mirada's ponies, below, stretch their legs after six weeks indoors

Farm’s dedicated army of volunteers.
“Horses make ideal accomplices for the
smugglers because the locals use them on
a daily basis for collecting wood up near
the borders, and consequently they know
most of the mountain passes.

“The beauty of using horses is that they
can be loaded up with contraband goods

such as cigarettes, alcohol and weapons,
and can be trusted to cross the borders
and return home unescorted at no risk to
the smugglers themselves.”

In an effort to stamp this out, Italian,
German and American Multi-National
Brigade troops on smuggling interdiction
operations intercepted a number of

>
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smuggling trains and confiscated 21
ponies, two donkeys and a mule in July.

With no place for equines at Kfor’s
Bondsteel Detention Facility, responsi-
bility for the four-legged offenders was
passed on to the United Nations Mission
in Kosovo (UNMIK), which in turn
placed the animals under the care of local
employees at the former pig farm at
Mirada.

Although far from ideal, its buildings
and 30 acres of pasture should have pro-
vided the animals with a comfortable
temporary home, but sadly that was not
the case.

“The locals who were supposed to be
looking after the animals clearly weren't,”
said Capt Wells,
who first visited the
farm in July after

¢ They were
covered in

being tasked to

excrement inspect the condi-

tions in which the

and mal'lY animals were being
had open k¢t _

Many of them

Wounds ’ were in a bad way

when they were
taken to Mirada, having been underfed by
their owners or mistreated by smugglers,
but they were not being looked after
properly at the farm either.

“The first time we went to see them they
were in a dreadful state. They had nothing
to lie on, were covered in their own excre-
ment, many had open wounds, and in the
six weeks they had been at the farm none
of them had been allowed outside.”

Spurred into action by the obvious dis-
tress of the animals, Capt Wells organised
working parties of volunteers, including
soldiers of The Queen’s Royal Lancers,
and returned to the farm mob-handed
and accompanied by a the-

atre veterinarian.
“It was heart-
breaking to see the
conditions these
animals were
living in,” she

R
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In good health: Capt Beth Wells, 3 RMP, leads a fit-again Boss into one of the paddocks

said. “When we first came here the horses
didn’t make a sound and were listless.

“A lot of them wouldn’t be touched
and it took us a whole morning just to
coax them outside into the daylight. One
was so bad that we had to lift him outside.

“Once we got them out in the sun we
had to sponge the mess off them, and
even with two or three people working on
each animal it took four to five hours to
get them clean.”

As well as teaching the farm’s six
employees how to brush, feed and care
for the horses properly, the volunteers
busied themselves constructing two pad-
docks and fencing off large areas of pas-

ture for the horses to graze, “In the space
of just two months we noticed a massive
change in the horses,” said Capt Wells .
“Although some are still shy they can all
now be handled and some of them could
even be described as fat.

“They are now ready to be taken back
out in to the community. This farm is not
meant as a permanent home for them -
the whole idea is to confiscate the ani-
mals, vaccinate them, nurse them back
to health, tag them and then redistrib-
ute them to needy homes.

“The project is a bit like Robin Hood
on the equine front — we take from the
smugglers and give to the poor.”
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‘ Musical finale: Capt

Jerry Young, Director
of Music, conducts the
Band of The Queen’s
Royal Lancers in the
1812, accompanied by
live firing by AS90s
Picture: Cpl Grant Rivalin, CA

0

prercussion sef tlo

1 RHA's B Battery brings gunners’
eight years in Bosnia to an end

WITH a resounding boom the last
round was fired in Bosnia and
Herzegovina in a ceremony to mark
the end of the artillery role in the
Stabilisation Force (Sfor) mission,
writes Meghan Marsaw.

In an entertaining departure
from the usual style of military cer-
emonies, the event started with a
traditional Kiwi haka war dance
and climaxed in the guns firing to
punctuate Tchaikovsky’s 1812
Overture.

The rendition by the Band of The
Queen’s Royal Lancers included
the thunder of AS90s, one of the
rare occasions that live ammunition
has been used to accompany the
1812.

“It was difficult to co-ordinate
because of the technicalities of
using real artillery pieces,” said
bandmaster WO1 Guy Boothe.
“This was how the piece was meant
to be played. It was exhilarating.”
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British  gunners  have
deployed in Bosnia since
February 1994 and the cur-
rent rotation will be the last.

“It’s a pretty benign envi-
ronment at the moment and
heavy armour is not really
required,” said Capt John Le
Feuvre, of B Battery, 1| RHA.

His unit has completed
three major exercises during its
tour and conducted operations as
an infantry company, working with
the Welsh Guards.

As artillery is no longer needed in
Bosnia, the firing of the last round
represented the massive progress
that Sfor has made in providing a
safe and secure environment for the
people of this troubled country.

The final battery in theatre was
made up of elements of the Royal
Artillery, the Royal Horse Artillery,
and a detachment from the Royal
New Zealand Artillery.

In command: Brig
Andrew Farquhar
at the transfer-of-
authority ceremo-
ny at Banja Luka

@y way

BRIG Andrew Farquhar, late Green Howards, has
taken command of Multi-National Division South
West (MIND(SW)) in Bosnia. His challenge will be
to continue the force’s mission with fewer soldiers.
As Bosnia stabilises, the division is reducing to a
brigade and will be known as the Multi-National
Brigade North West (MNB(NW)) from January.
More focus will be put on training local police to
free soldiers for other operations. A continuing
issue will be the return of displaced persons and
refugees and the effects of economic realities.
“There is always the threat of strikes from one
group or another,” said Maj Paul Smith, G3 Ops
for the division. “There will come a day when, unless
their demands are met, they will go on strike.”
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ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO-ED BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 11 - 19 YEARS
Why choose Queen Ethelburga’s for a boarding education?

» Our boarding facilities are considered to be the best in Europe

» A Sunday Times’ Top UK School for GCSE & A-Levels results

» Our Key Stage 3 Test Results are well above the National Average
> We have invested over £17,000,000 in new facilities and resources

20%

REMISSION

» Equestrian minded students can bring their horse to school with FREE Livery FOR ARMED

> We offer over 100 different Scholarshlps Bursanes and Riding Options

Teaching Resources

Over £17m has been invested in high quality new
classrooms, libraries, computer networks and floodlit
sports facilities. We accept a broad range of pupils
from many backgrounds. They leave us confident and
successful. 95% of A-Level 6th Form go to University.

100 Scholarships, Bursaries & Options

From 100% of full boarding fees, to free livery for a
horse at school, to scholarships for Art, Choral/Music
and Sport. Having just gone co-educational there are a
number of interesting awards for boarding boys. There
are remissions of up to 20% for Forces and other
categories of parental career. Over £500,000 is
awarded each year. Please ask for full details.

FORCES

Boarding Facilities - every bedroom has...
Direct dial telephone & voice mail, TV/Video (on timer),
music centre, safe, hot drinks faciiity, fridge, iron, hair
dryer, heated towel rail, fitted carpet, wash hand basin,
powered ventilation, fire sensor, study area and more.
Many rooms have their own ensuite bathroom.

- - 4 1
Equestrian Facilities
Boarding pupils can bring their horse to school with
free livery. The Royal Court Equestrian Centre is part
of our campus and has 185 stables, 10 acres all
weather floodlit surfaces, Olympic sized indoor arena,
3 cross country courses and more. Sixth Form can
study BHSAI and Equestrian Management. Instructors
include Karen Dixon - Olympic Eventer.

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS OFFERING A 20% REMISSION

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
Co-educational Day, Weekly & Full Boarding 3 to 19 years (Boarding from 6 years)
We think there are four important points that make our schools your ideal choice for a boarding
education for your child. Firstly we understand the needs of service families. We have staff who are
married to serving members of the forces. We have decades of experience in ensuring your child will
settle well, be confident and successful. Secondly our boarding facilities are the best of any
independent school in Europe. Thirdly QE is one of the Sunday Times Top UK Schools for GCSE and
A-Level results. Our Key Stage 2 & 3 exam results are well above the national average. Fourthly we are
the only leading Independent Schools offering a 20% Remission for members of the Armed Forces.

Chapter House Preparatory School

ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 3 - 11 YEARS

B Girls & Boys boarding from 6 years of age. Caring, friendly staff
W Superb new boarding facilities - probably the best in Europe.
B Every bedroom has:in/out telephone, voice mail, Music Centre,
TV/Video (on timer), Fridge and more. Many bedrooms have
~ ensuite bathrooms.Our new boarding house is very comfortable.
~ Please visit us to see how good our first class boarding is.
G W One of the UK's Top Schools for Key Stage 2 Exam Results.
i § W Amazing Equestrian Centre - possible FREE livery for boarders
= B Seamless move to Queen Ethelburga’s College at 11 years
B Huge investment in new teaching facilities and resources

We are a Sunday Times’ UK Top 100
Preparatory School for Academic Resuits. B Small classes with dedicated and friendly professional teachers
Pupils are happy, confident and successful g A happy school where every chlld is treated as an individual

Easy to get to by
road, rail & air.
10 minutes
from A1M

Queen Ethelburga’s College Ch'{nhbie For.lnd'mon (Reg No: 1012924) for the purposes of Educatton

QUEEN ETHELBURGA'’S COLLEGE & CHAPTER HOUSE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. Y026 9SZ. Telephone for prospectus & video: 08707 42 33 30
You may care to visit our website: www. queenethelburgas.edu. E-mail: remember@compuserve.com




“Emily says that since the Brownies are older fo rget

than the Paras . . . we should go first”

An affectionate look at
Remembrance Sunday

“Er, | don’t suppose anybody’s got a mouthpiece with ‘em?”

“Come on, young man ... I'm going to show
you how we celebrated VE day!”

SOLDIER November 2002 @




: Eblﬁ
" M . ] [

“Before Alamein we never had a victory. After
Alamein we never had a defeat” sirwinston churchil

Pictures: Mike Weston

HUNDREDS of former soldiers from
both sides gathered in the searing heat of
the Egyptian desert to pay their respects
to the fallen at a moving ceremony mark-
ing the 60th anniversary of the battle of El
Alamein.

Joined by the Duke of Kent, veterans’
minister Dr Lewis Mooney and Viscount
David Montgomery, son of Fd Marshal
Bernard Montgomery, the old soldiers,
many in their eighties, paid tribute to their
fallen comrades — and to the enemy.

Others attending included the New
Zealand Prime Minister, Helen Clark,
and Australian Governor-General, Peter
Hollingworth.

At a service for Commonwealth Ser-
vicemen, Sam Bradshaw, chairman of
the Eighth Army Veterans’ Association,
summed up the feelings of the Second
World War heroes.

At one of the many cemeteries 60 miles

west of Alexandria, he said: “Looking for
the names of those people I knew who
never came back . . . it’s a very sad, very
emotional feeling.”

Rolf Werner Volker, a German veteran
who was a Panzer grenadier with the
Afrika Korps, said the ceremony had been
a moving experience adding that even
while fighting the two opposing armies
had held each other in high respect.

About 13,500 Allied troops were killed
or wounded during the fighting, while
Axis losses ran to tens of thousands.

® The 12-day Battle of El Alamein
began on October 23 and ended on
November 4. It marked a turning-point
for the allied forces. It was also the only
major land battle of the war that the Allies
won without American participation.

About 100,000 German and Italian
forces commanded by Fd Marshal Erwin
Rommel faced 150,000 Commonwealth
and Allied forces under Fd Marshal
Montgomery.

o e

remembered

e M

Colours: The Union Flag carried by WO2 A

ndrew Butcher, Gren

Gds, is esc

Final resting place: A reminder of the sacrifice of thou-
sands, the Commonwealth Cemetery, above, at El Alamein

orted by WO William
Nunn, RN and Sgt Brian Mannion, Queen’s Colour Sqn, RAF. Other colours include the Com-
monwealth flag, 13 Regt French Foreign Legion and the Eighth Army Veterans’ Association
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Search: Robert Brown, ex-239 Fld Park Co,
51 Highland Div, is joined by his wife Maria
in a search for the graves of comrades

Tribute: Piper LSgt Neil MacRae, Scots Guards, plays a lament during the
wreath-laying ceremony during the 60th Anniversary El Alamein service

Tank display: A British Crusader tank retrieved from the
battlefield takes pride of place at the El Alamein museum

Poignant: LCpl Daniel Crossley, Band of The Parachute
Regiment, left, plays an evocative and moving Last Post

Mark of respect: In searing heat, Viscount Montgomery
of Alamein, right, lays a wreath on behalf of the Eighth
Army Veterans' Association at the stone of remembrance

SOLDIER November 2002




B~ A

G.D.Golding Are you in trouble? |
(Tailors) Ltd—— Maybe we can help you

-7/” : w ( f'{l.hli'f _'7“, }'(( s Recent changes in the Army disciplinary system have seen an
’ f b increase in Service personnel eligible for Army Legal Aid to be
represented and advised by qualified personnel

-;fj We at RICHARD GRIFFITHS & CO, SOLICITORS
are specialists in military and civilian criminal law.
T W In addition to our own team we use the services of specialist
..4'“ LT jj" barristers from 3 PUMP COURT CHAMBERS, LONDON. I

' 03| !
Tk g;d We offer

"~ G.D.Golding e

FREE initial interview

Expert knowledge of the military system
A user-friendly service

Barrister representation at Courts Martial
A 24-hour ‘on call’ cover.

Civil Liverlf and Mih'tarv Tail()rs Our experience based on many years of practice extends from the least
- > . serious to the most serious. (C.0.’s award to General Courts Martial and
Mess kits . No 1 Dress . Service Dress . Accoutrements . Appeals including ‘Summary Appeal Courts Procedure’.)
Suits . Sports Jackets . Blazers . Trousers . Evening Tails . One call and you can be receiving advice.
Morning Suits . Dinner suits . Breeches . Hunt Coats . etc. . .
- Copaidog Richard Griffiths & Co
Visiting service . (UK & Germany) . Account facilities . 18 Milford Street
Customer satisfaction guarantee - .
. Salisbury SP1 2AP
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
and 183 London Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3JS Daytime no. 01722 329966

Telephone: 01727 841321 Facsimile: 01727 831 462 Fax 01722 329988
website: www.tailors.co.uk email: tailors@goldings.co.uk 24-hour pager 07659 136196

=

' \J'l"sr .
T-Shirts
Sweatshirts
Poloshirts

Rugbyshirts
Drill Tops
Fleeces

On__ Still
Going
Strong!

FREE

For a FREE Colour Brochure and H.M. Forces discounted price list
including details of our FREE sample garment offer contact : Sample Shirt
TEES TOTAL , 153 High Street , Wootton Basseft , Swindon , Wilts SN4 7AB
| Tel : +44 (0) 1793 849888 A on ALL New
_VISA Fax : +44 (0) 1793 849890 - TEES orders above
TR Email : sales@teestotal.co.uk TOTAL 20 Shirts
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Results from the latest Continuous
Attitude Survey reveal that officers
are happier, but soldiers are less so

7
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COMPARED with the Army’s 2001 Con-
unuous Attitude Survey (CAS), officers
interviewed for this year’s study tended to
be more content in several areas.

In particular, they singled out the stan-
dard of Service children’s education (up
12 to 59 per cent); amount of
extra duties (up 11 to 66 per
cent); involvement with deci-

Responsibility

The numbers of soldiers
who felt happy about the
amount of responsibility
they exercised went down
seven points to 59 per cent.
® FINDING outwhat 2nd there was a
soldiers really think  [1ve-point drop in
about Army lifeand  Sense of achievement

sions that affected them (up then making the (down to 53 per
11 to 54 per cent); opportuni- necessary changes cent), management
ties to attend career courses is the best way of by superior officers

improving recruit-
ment and retention —
the idea at the heart
of the Continuous
Attitude Survey.

(up 10 to 62 per cent); and
quality of life (up 8 to 80 per
cent).

Soldiers marking time

Among soldiers, however,
there was little improvement in attitudes,
with re-engagement intentions virtually
the same and overall levels of job satisfac-
tion unchanged since the first of the new-
style surveys in May last year.

In some areas soldiers’ satisfaction
went down and dissatisfaction went up.

(down to 33 per cent
from 38 per cent) and
those happy about the
effects of Army life on
their children’s education
(down to 22 per cent from 27 per
cent).
Dissartisfaction with their ability to

buy or rent their own home went up

by eight points to 34 per cent. More
soldiers were unhappy with career
advice from their unit — up by seven
percentage points to 49 per cent — and
more soldiers were unhappy with over-

7 Sy all pay, the numbers rising seven points
e g to 33 per cent.

Fpes Improvements

There were areas where officers and
soldiers have become more satisfied.
Figures for both reflected an improve-

o\

! - ment in satisfaction with operational
i tours and routine postings, and with
3 ST, | the frequency and length of postings.

L e ' Tour frequency
i = For soldiers, satisfaction with tour
' e frequency rose by seven percentage
' - o | CONTINUOVSW pnint;s (to )36 pf‘r cent), \\vhi]c th'cir
AT TITUPE contentment with tour lengths was
4 W e o il up eight points to 43 per cent, and
: - @ _ dissatisfaction with both the fre-

guency and variety of routine
postings reduced by a significant
six points.
Among officers, 54 per cent, a
rise of five points, expressed
approval for tour lengths.

“Dammit, they’ve moved again!”

“Retire, Stimson!! . ..
.. You think I'm intolerant!!
— | can’t abide intolerance!!!”

Dissatisfied?

HAVE YOUR SAY

The survey was ar us, with most
questions requmngoﬁygﬁdtinthebm.
The number of replies was down, possibly
because the survey coincided with the busy
period surrounding the large-scale deploy-
ment of troops on Exercise Saif Sareea 2.
Nevertheless, more officers than soldiers
responded, and the message from the CAS
staff is loud and clear: if all views are to be
represented, especially those of junior sol-
diers, it is crucial that people complete the
questionnaires and give their opinions.

Fighting equipment

The CAS asked how much confidence
people had in their fighting equipment.
Of soldiers, 48 per cent reported that they
were confident or very confident, up
seven percentage points, which was also
mirrored by officers.

But, 55 per cent of soldiers and 42 per
cent of officers said they still found it nec-
essary to buy additional kit — values virtu-
ally unchanged from the earlier survey.
The responses in that questionnaire’s
comments box indicated that jackets,
boots, torches and load-carrying equip-
ment (for example, daysacks, bergens and
chest-webbing) were the most common
purchases.

career courses and changes in
the commission structure. To
bring similar benefits to
soldiers, a study of non-
commissioned engagements
and career structures has

programme to develop

What's changed?

@ Initiatives that could be
having an impact on attitudes
include the review of officers’

been launched, along with a

soldiers’ command, leadership
and management skills. This
should have real benefits for
soldiers during and after their

Army careers. On another
front, the Army Personnel
Centre at Kentigern House in
Glasgow has been working
hard to improve satisfaction
with postings.
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Report: John Elliott
Pictures: Steve Dock
THERE was a very warm welcome for the
newly-commissioned mv Hurst Point when
she sailed into Marchwood Muilitary Port
near Southampton to play a part in the

large-scale Log Viper logistical exercise.
The ro-ro cargo carrier is the first of a
fleet of six procured by the MoD to add
muscle to its “force-projection capability”
— in other words to deliver its weapons,

Big and beautiful: Hurst Point, pictured at Marchwood Military Port during
Exercise Log Viper, shows off her loading ramp, above, and port side, right

First of 1

State-of-the-art ro-ro vessel in place to support military operations

vehicles and equipment to anywhere in the
world they are required for military opera-
tions. Lt Jamie Burnham RN, project offi-
cer at the Defence Transport and Move-
ments Agency at Andover, described the
new vessels as a massive enhancement to
the UK’s strategic capability.

The 23,235-tonne, German-built ships
can operate In relatively shallow water
and boast a self-supporting stern ramp
capable of taking a 150-tonne load. That

Land ahoy: The first four of ten LCU (Landing Craft Utility) Mk 10 vessels in a £35-million
contract have been delivered to the Defence Procurement Agency. They will be used to
ferry Royal Marines from the Royal Navy's new assault ships, HMS Albion and HMS Bul-
wark, and are suitable for missions in both tropical and arctic conditions. Designed to oper-
ate independently for up to 14 days, they have a range of 600 nautical miles, bunks, a galley
and stores. With bow and stern loading ramps, the new LCUs can carry a Challenger tank.

means a Challenger 2 could be driven off
the ramp straight on to a Mexiflote, allow-
ing the vessels to be deployed to shores
without proper harbour facilities. Load-
ing — and unloading — can also be
achieved via a starboard side-ramp and an
on-board crane. The Hurst Point’s versatil-
ity was demonstrated during Log Viper
when Chinook helicopters hovered over it
to disembark equipment.

Four of the ro-ros, which are owned by
AWSR Shipping, will be on more-or-less
permanent MoD duty to support exercis-
es and resupply overseas operations and
garrisons. Two others, not yet in commis-
sion, will be on 20- and 30-days’ notice to
be taken up by the MoD. All will be ready
by June next year.

Experience during the Gulf conflict a
decade ago showed that it took at least a
month for the military to acquire a ship
from the commercial market.

Since her debut on Log Viper, the Hurst
Point has been turned round at March-
wood with a consignment of stores and
equipment bound for Thessaloniki, the
port through which Operation Agricola
in Kosovo is sustained.

The ship has a 18-man civilian crew of
sponsored reserves who are capbadged to
the Royal Naval Reserve. Loading and
unloading her is the responsibility of
Army specialists from Marchwood-based
17 Port and Maritime Regiment RL.C.

While not exclusively an Army asset,
Hurst Point and her sister ships will
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KITSTOP GOES TO SEA

inevitably be used for delivering military
materiel. Under a Private Finance Initia-
tive (PFI), they are contracted to provide
the MoD with a service to move assets —
for example, a lead armoured battle-

group — overseas in 30 days.
In effect, the fleet has been designed to

[ ship's log |

allow the UK to
deliver as quickly as
possible Joint Rapid

Hurst Point statistics: Reaction force sup-
L Natlonailt_y: Bl_'ltlsh plies and equipment
® Port of registry: ready for action.
London b The six ro-ros are
:Sezr;;ts tonnage: scheduled to replace
: .., two ships of the
® Nett tonnage: 6,971 ;
N Royal Fleet Auxil-
onnes ; Eieayioaca
® Length overall: 193 IREY, Qea CEnirion
metres and Sea Crusader, as
® Extreme breadth well as the Darr 10,
(bridge wings): 29m a commercial vessel,
® Engines (2): Mak 7M43 | which have been
® Speed: 18 knots performing the role
loaded since 1996.
\. Range: 1,500 miles Military person-

nel at Marchwood

said they had been very impressed with
the Hurst Point. One senior NCO said the
extra height on all her decks had made a
huge difference to the task of stowing
vehicles and equipment.
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Space galore: Hurst
Point’s upper deck,
above, and the hangar-
like capacity she offers
below deck, left. In all
the vessel has three
decks capable of trans-
porting 200 or more
vehicles.

She and her five sister
ships were built by
Flensburger Schiffbau-
Gesellschaft of Germany

Target date
is late 2004

A NEW generation of unmanned aerial
targets 1s just over the horizon for the
marksmen of all three Services.

Three consortia have been invited to
bid for the Armed Forces’ new Com-
bined Aerial Target Service (CATS) ina
contract worth up to £710 million.

The winner will have to provide, own,
fly and maintain the targets, ensuring
they remain representative of the threat
over the 20-year lifetime of the contract.

By the end of 2004 CATS will have
replaced the Banshee, Falconet, Jindi-
vik, Stiletto and Mirach target systems
operated at ranges in the UK and over-
seas and at sea for the Royal Navy.

The system will emulate fixed-wing
and rotary aircraft, unmanned air vehi-
cles and missiles.

Invitations to bid for the contract, run
by a special project team at the Defence
Procurement Agency, are Team Firecat,
led by Serco and EADS; BAE Systems
Lid; and QinetQ.

ast wa :The - A—sponsored, 180mph,
5.7-litre,V8 ASCAR Chevrolet Monte Carlo

A great
day out

WE'VE got a terrific prize to give away to
two lucky readers . . . a day at Rockingham
Speedway as guests of Torquespeed and
the Territorial Army.

What's the TA connection with Britain's
latest form of adrenalin-inducing motor
sport? That's easy, the TA is sponsoring the
Torquespeed ASCAR — short for American
Stock Car Racing - team in this year’s high-
speed, ten-race series.

The £70-million Rockingham Speedway,
situated between Corby and Kettering, is
the UK’s only purpose-built oval race
course. It hosts four championship meet-
ings, while the other six take place at
venues in Germany and Belgium.

RIDE WITH DEREK

On offer to our winners is a ride in the
two-seater TA ASCAR with ex-Formula 3
champion Derek Hayes, one of the team’s
drivers. The car can reach 180mph and the
organisers tell us the ride won't go ahead if
it's raining because of safety concerns. If
that happens, the winners — who must be
over 18 — will be given two vouchers for free
rides in the next six months.

They will also spend time with the
mechanics and engineers, get under the
bonnet of the car, and have lunch in the
Torquespeed suite with the TA team. Travel
expenses to and from Rockingham will be
refunded and winners must be available to
take up the prize on a set day in the first two
weeks of December.

To be in with a chance, tell us on a post-
card where ASCAR originated. Was it:

a) Abyssinia b) America
) Afghanistan?

Usual rules apply and entries must be
received at Soldier by November 25. Please
include a day-time telephone number.

@ Torquespeed have agreed to let our
motoring man Syd Taylor loose on their pre-
cious Chevrolet Monte Carlo. Watch out for
his next Wheels column.

For information on the TA call 0845 603
3232 or log on to www.youneedtheta.co.uk




Colours Available:
Black

Clear

Yellow

Blue

Retains full operational
functions whilst in case

Fits 90% of all mobile phones

Floats (100% waterproof)

COURT MARTIAL!
POLICE INVESTIGATION!

MILITARY LAW SPECIALIST

@ Expert court martial representation in UK and aboard
® Representation at police interviews
® Representation at military custody hearings

@ Representation at summary appeal courts

® In-depth knowledge of the military system

ASK FOR DAVID HOWELL

22 years’ prosecution/defence experience at military courts martial.
Over 20 years’ military service

Vaughan Howell Solicitors §

PO BOX 6888, WEST BERGHOLT, COLCHESTER CO6 3WX

TEL/FAX: 01206 241720 OR MOBILE 07966 368741
EMAIL: dvh@vaughanhowell.co.uk

Special Offer
FREE Accessory

with every order!

£21.99 + P&P

RRP £31.98

SOUHDLiI’I)\

Tel: 01827 69069

email: info@soundlinx.co.uk

DON'T MISS OUR SUPERB
CALENDAR FOR 2003

® Featuring 12 of the
National Army Museum’s
maost popular oil paintings
reproduced on high-
quality art paper.

® A practical calendar to
enjoy and keep - and an
exceptionally fine
Christmas gift.

THIS STRIKING CALENDAR
IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY

SOUBIER

iin conjunction with

NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM
axaanrs

BRINGING THE BRITISH

SOLDIER’S LIFE TO LIFE

ONLY £4.99 @ LIMITED SUPPLY @ ORDER NOW

ot TR
e

Please send me - calendars at £4.99 each (inc psp UK/BFPO)

I enclose a chequm pmhl ordtr for £ -

Please delete as appropr
Please make cheques/POs payable to Soldier and 1llm\ 8 days for delivery.

Orders should be returned to: Soldier Magazine, Ordn Roa shot, Hants GU11 2D1
All items are inclusive of p&p for UK/BFPO. Overseas rates are available on request

;

Credit card hotline:

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
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United States

MA]J Gen John A Bradley is one of the
senior US officers charged with protect-
ing his country from cyber attack. As the
deputy commander of Joint Task Force
Computer Network Opera-
tions, his mission Is to over-
see the protection of all US
Department of Defense
computer networks, writes
Anthony Stone.

“We also have another
mission — computer network
attack,” said Gen Bradley. “If
the President or Secretary of
State for Defense tells us to
conduct an attack we would
be the organisation that
plans and co-ordinates it.
The network attack business USAF
is a classified area, so although we can say
that we are responsible for it, we cannot
go into any detail.”

Founded in 1999, JTFCNO employs
about 125 people including soldiers,
sailors, airmen and marines, Department
of Defense civilians and civilian contrac-
tors. Staff numbers are set to increase
next year.

“Great dependence and great vulnera-
bility go hand-in-hand,” said Gen
Bradley. “There are great vulnerabilities
out there. US military computer networks
are widely used and we are very, very
dependent on these networks, which are
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shares lessons on preventing computer network attack

pervasive to our military. Much of our
personnel records, medical records, logis-
tic systems and transportation are done
on unclassified networks. There is proba-
bly not a country in the world
more vulnerable, computer
network-wise, than we are,
because we are so dependent
on it. We use computers for
everything.”

The director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigations has
gone on record as saying he
fears terrorists may use a
cyber attack, in conjunction
with a conventional attack, to
disrupt emergency response

Maj Gen John A Bradley, (eams. The scope for interfer-
Picture: Steve Dock

ence with America’s infrastruc-
ture is as wide as it is potentially crippling.

In countering the threat, the US is
ahead of the curve.
“We have a lot of
protective systems in
place,” said Gen
Bradley. “About 99 per
cent of our intrusions
are preventable. We
have a lot of attempts; most are not suc-
cessful.”

Simple preventive measures, such as
password protection, can be effective but
only if applied. Staff are sometimes
responsible for allowing easy access to

éThe yardstick of
success is how fast
the organisation can
react to new threats?

FEATURE

hackers by “leaving the back door open”.
Once inside, hackers can scan material
and install worms and viruses.

“They have to break through our fire-
walls which are not impenetrable,” Gen
Bradley said. “We know most of the time
when someone gets in and we try and
trace them.”

Gen Bradley does not have a specialist
computer background; his field of excel-
lence is as an operational commander and
fighter pilot. But he is surrounded by spe-
cialists on whom he can draw for techni-
cal advice.

JTFCNO recently completed a visit to

the UK, where Gen Bradley was invited
to speak to senior officers about protect-
ing computer networks.
“We talked about our journey in the com-
puter defence business and what we have
learned, how we are organised and how
we defend, so that they
might learn from us
and not make some of
the same mistakes we
made,” he said.

The vyardstick of
success is how fast the
organisation can react to new threats. It is
relatively easy — a matter of training and
discipline — to defend against something
already out there.

“Tt is not an impossible job, but it is one
that never ends,” he said.
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FIVER A WEEK! | g1 o -

F R E 600 mins of off-peak
calls every month

NOKIA
3330
PHONE

FREE o™
FREE rseovrymons
FREE "%
REE nands-iree kit
FREE ser e
FREE oo svager

AUTOMATIC ACCEPTANCE
FOR HM FORCES PERSONNEL

Surf the net, send text messages,
play games, have fun - and above
all, keep in touch!

CALL FREE ON

I

N

CALLS FROM

A MINUTE

TOTAL COMMUNICATIONS

0800 731 7811

Subject to terms and conditions.
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- * Mast Tower Climbing P

» Fall Arrest Courses
= Flat Roof Training
+ Mobile Elevated Working Platformis

« Eyebolt Installation ting ]
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mate posting!

For further information on all our training courses please contact :-

@ropeaccessuk

Access Solutions for Challenging Environments

T:0115987 2915 www.ropeaccess-uk.com M : 07941 305669

MG ROVER
Military Sales

LIFE'S TOO SHORT
NOT TO

Performance
Matters...

...for the facts and figures

call today on 08708 30 18 31

for further details on the excellent offers available on the MG Rover range.

Members of the Territorial Army can also take advantage.

British Built Cars for all British Armed Forces

ATITTLE MORE
1ON

_£11.99

&%= cachor Z;EGZ'

Short-listed by leading trade
magazine ‘Music Week’ as
one of the best in the UK,
Solo Music Stores are at
the front line of Pop, Rock,
Blues, Jazz, World and
Classical Music.

With an extensive military

and brass band section,
Solo Music is your first store
for explosive music. Exceptional Music - Exceptional Prices

High Street, Salisbury, (opposite Waterstones) 01722 341345
Also in Exeter, Truro & Barnstaple
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David Mapes is Assistant Director of Credit
Action and will be pleased to answer
specific questions addressed to the Editor.
These will be treated in confidence.

It's that time
of year again

CHRISTMAS is approaching and TV and
other advertising media are already
encouraging us to spend, spend, spend.

Peer pressure makes it difficult for chil-
dren because it's natural to want the same
as your friends and they may well be talk-
ing about what they'd like to have now. If
we don't discuss it, and bring some reality
to the situation, they'll start talking as if it's
what they're going to get.

Allin all, it can be a pretty difficult time,
especially if you are struggling to make
ends meet. The whole thing can make us
feel like Scrooge if we don't splash out on
each gift.

If you are already stressed about what
you owe on credit cards, store cards and
catalogues it is even harder to make a
decision when there is so much emotion
about. Many feel they can’t have a good
time without getting into debt (or further
into debt).

Stay stress-free

There is a way to enjoy Christmas and
stay relatively stress-free, but it takes plan-
ning, honest talking, a little courage and
the belief that quality of relationship is more
important than what we spend on presents.

Gifts are not the only expense, of
course. Food and drink hammer the budget
and travel, heating (in Europe) and the
telephone bill may well jump.

Budget for Christmas

List everyone you're going to send a
Christmas card. Write down the names of
everyone you're going to buy a present for,
and how much you would like to spend.
Add it all up. Then list possible travelling
and catering expenses.

We all underestimate what Christmas
costs. Often, we spend what we think we
need to and count the cost in January, so
let's make this year different.

Do we really need to send all those
cards? Can we cut back on the cost of pre-
sents? Differentiate between “wants” and
“needs”. Talk to friends and family and let
them know that money is tight. They'll
understand. Resist buying on credit so as
not to increase your debt. Try to stick to
your budget.

Don’t feel alone

Don't feel alone. If you want to talk to
someone, call the HelpLine below and a
counsellor will talk through your worries.
We have a booklet called “Money Saving
Ideas” that may be helpful.

@ If you have wider money issues you
would like David Mapes to address in this
column, please suggest them to the Editor.
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SERVICES ON SHOW

t's war, but not
as we know It &8

BRITISH forces will be “going to
war” very publicly next summer in the
next large-scale military extravaganza
to hit these shores.

Riattica, rather better known as
RAF Fairford in Gloucestershire, will
be a flashpoint for more than 200,000
visitors as trouble breaks out between
the make-believe nation and its bel-
ligerent neighbour, Yegoba.

Defence 2003, hosted by
the Royal Air Force within
its famous annual Royal
International Air Tattoo,
follows in the successful
footsteps of the Royal
Navy’s International Festi-
val of the Sea in
Portsmouth last year. The
Army will lead the next
“Taking Defence to the
Nation” show, successor to
the Royal Tournament tra-
dition, in 2004.

About 1,500 personnel from three
Services will be heavily involved at
Fairford from July 18 to 20.

The first day, a Friday, is aimed at
youth, and organisers expect 20,000
schoolchildren. Saturday and Sunday
will be public days, with at least
100,000 visitors expected on each day
of the weekend.

It promises to be a tremendous
spectacle, with a choreographed war
competing against the air show as the

Lt Col Simon Ward

most exciting display
of Armed Forces’
operation  capability.
The home-made con-
flict will be settled on a
180-acre site turned into a forward
mounting base as UK forces go to the
aid of Riattica when it is threatened
by its larger neighbour.

Big-screen coverage of
the action will mean spec-
tators miss nothing as air
combat, sea power and sol-
diers on the ground come
to Riattica’s aid.

Defence 2003 will also
feature an exhibition to
mark the centenary of the
first flight by the Wright
Brothers at Kitty Hawk,
North Carolina, in 1903
and covering each decade
of flight since. Another
area will feature non-oper-
ational assets including recruiting and
arena events associated with the old
Royal Tournaments.

Lt Col Simon Ward QDG, the Army
member of the planning team, said:
“It should be a busy day for visitors.”

Ticker prices have not yet been
announced but admission will be free
for children aged 15 and under and
there will be a £5 discount for early
booking.

@ Details on www.airtattoo.com

0800 591084 or
www.creditaction.com

Bulford signallers sign off

SSGT Shaun Oliver, left, holds the Kiwi Trophy after winning
the last of Bulford-based 249 Signal Squadron’s annual march-
and-shoot competitions in memory of the camp's New Zealand
connections. After 26 years the squadron, which is roled to the
Allied Command Europe Mobile Force (Land), is to disband
early next year. For many years it has cared for a 128-metre
chalk Kiwi carved into Beacon Hill above the camp by New
Zealand soldiers based at Bulford during the First World War.

New Zealand High Commissioner Russell Marshall handed
the trophy for the last time to SSgt Oliver and later took part,
with Defence Attaché Commodore Alan Peck, in an act of
remembrance at the military cemetery in Tidworth, where
many New Zealand soldiers are buried.
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: FIMY SIR JOHN KEEGAN

Schooled in the art of war

He's taught at Sandhurst, written acclaimed
military history books, advised Tony Blair
and Bill Clinton, and is defence editor of
one of Britain’s top national newspapers

Interview: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Steve Dock

TUCKED away in an almost forgotten
part of Wiltshire, the rustic village of
Kilmington seems to sleep.

And in one of the apparently resting
houses is a quiet, modest man who lives in
harmony with his rural surroundings.

But don’t be fooled by this calm exteri-
or, because Sir John Keegan possesses
one of the keenest minds in the field of
British military history.

As well as lecturing many of the British
Army’s senior officers and tacticians, his
views have been sought by the Prime
Minister and a former US President.

Despite this expertise, Sir John Keegan
never served in the Army.

“I was inside the Army, but not in it,” he
told Soldrer.

The story begins at the outbreak of the
Second World War when the Keegan
family was evacuated to the West Country
and the young John’s interest in the mili-
tary was first stimulated.

“By chance we were put down right in
the heart of the American concentration
area for D-Day,” he recalled.

“From the beginning of 1943 until half
way through 1944 we lived in an increas-

The night | dined in
the White House

SIR John Keegan dined with President
Clinton during a special visit to the USA
in the mid-1990s.

“I got a call asking if | was going to be
in Washington and if so would | go and
have dinner with the President,” he
recalled. “He was coming to Europe for
the 50th anniversary of D-Day in 1994
and had assembled a group of histori-
ans to suggest to him things he should
mention when he was in Europe.

“There were five Americans and me.
After the briefing we had dinner in the
White House. | have the menu framed.
As aresult | can't think ill of Bill Clin-
ton.”

He added: “| have not been to dinner
with Tony Blair but | have been to see
him to discuss the war on terrorism.”

-

ingly Americanised Somerset with hun-
dreds of thousands of Servicemen. It was
fascinating for a small boy.

“Although I wasn’t aware of it at the
time it was this early contact with the
armed forces that kindled my interest in
military matters. I had witnessed a great
military expedition in the making and
that has always stayed with me.”

But all was not well with John. At the
age of 13 he contracted orthopaedic TB
and spent several years in hospital. The ill-
ness left him lame and meant military ser-
vice was out of the question.

Eventually he went to Oxford and was
surrounded by students who had com-
pleted National Service. Despite his lack
of forces experience, he chose military
history as a special study subject, concen-
trating on the Napoleonic Wars.

After Oxford he applied to the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst for a posi-
tion as a lecturer and started on Leap
Year’s Day, 1960.

“I started not knowing anything about
the Army or how long I would be there.
But I stayed and stayed — for 26 years.

“There is nothing like it in England
except the other Service colleges. It is a
good way of life. Beautiful surroundings
and nice company.”

It was while at Sandhurst that he start-
ed writing, encouraged by Brig Peter
Young, who founded the military history
department at the college.

“He was a writer himself and intro-
duced tutors to publishers. I had the
incentive of having small children and a
smaller academic salary and I foolishly
believed I could improve my income by
writing, which is a very difficult thing to
do. I had no experience, was diffident,
self-critical and couldn’t find a subject or
style.”

He started writing magazine articles
and short paperback books for publisher
Barrie Pitt, who also encouraged him. He
then came up with what he thought was a
very good book idea, wrote it and had it
published. It was a turning point.

Called The Face of Battle, it was a finan-
cial success and is still in print more than
25 years later,

“It was an attempt to see what the expe-

One of the keenest minds in the field of British ary history: “l was inside the Army, but not in it”

rience of battle was like for the ordinary
soldier at certain moments in history, and
based as far as possible on contemporary
first-hand accounts,” Sir John said.

It was chosen as Book of the Month in
America, which meant serious money. “It
was a fantastic stroke of luck and the odds
were against it.”

Since then he has published more than
20 books on various aspects of warfare,
but the period that fascinates him most is
the Second World War.

“It’s partly because I lived through it
and partly because it was a great moral
issue. I think the people who took part
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felt so at the time and they certainly do
now. They feel they did a great thing.

“And it’s so interesting. Every sort of
event happened during that war and we
keep on finding out new things about it.”

Sir John hasn’t restricted himself to
single wars. “I felt you couldn’t get a com-
plete understanding of the nature of war-
fare by reading about short periods and as
I got older I kept on casting further back
until I eventually found myself right back
in the Bronze Age.

“In the end I wrote A History of Warfare
from 3000 BC to the Present Day. 1 enjoyed
doing it and I am glad I did it but whether
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a signed Keegan book

FOR a chance to win a signed copy of Sir
John Keegan's The First World War, one of
his most acclaimed books, answer the fol-
lowing question:

Which US President did John Keegan
advise about the D-Day anniversary?

a) Ronald Reagan
b) Bill Clinton
c) George W Bush
Send your answer on a postcard to
Keegan Competition, Soldier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. The

winner will be drawn at random from the
\\correcl answers received by November 1.

I got near the heart of the matter I am not
sure.”

By 1986 Sir John felt it was time to
leave Sandhurst and his good friend Max
Hastings, then editor of the Daily Téle-
graph, offered him a job as defence corre-
spondent. He later became defence editor,
a position he still holds.

In his new role he covered the Gulf and
Bosnian wars and has often met with
senior officers who were former pupils.

“I have known Gen Sir Mike Jackson all
through his career and I taught Lt Gen Sir
Christopher Wallace, who is commandant
of the Royal College of Defence Studies,
when he was a cadet.”

Although he is still on the staff of the
Telegraph, Sir John (he was knighted for
his services to military history in 1999)
restricts his travel, although earlier this
year he did interview US Defense Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld.

He has just completed a book about
intelligence operations from the end of
the 18th century to the present day. It
includes the story of the Enigma code-
breaking operation of the Second World
War, which prompted him to say he found
Hollywood’s rewriting of history annoy-
ing.

“The film U571 turned a Royal Navy
exploit into a US Navy adventure. I have
met David Balme, who found the
[Enigma] machine. He served in HMS
Bulldog, not an American vessel.”

Reflecting on his long career associated
with the military he emphasised how
much he had enjoyed Sandhurst.

“I never regretted not being in the
Army,” he said, adding with a twinkle in
his eye: “I don’t think I would have made
a good soldier. I am too rebellious.”

LIFE AFTER THE ARMY

Preserving
his options

Dealing with the dead will
be all in a day's work for
Sgt Geordie Johnson when
he begins his new career

MEET Sgt Tony “Geordie” Johnson, a man
who is planning an unusual — some might
say macabre — career when he leaves the
Army in three year’s time, writes Ray
Routledge.

Currently based at the Military Correc-
tive Training Centre at Colchester, he is
preparing to become an embalmer.

Geordie, who enlisted in the Royal Army
Medical Corps in 1982 and served as a
combat medical technician, transferred to
the Adjutant Gen-
eral’s Corps (Mili-
tary Provost Staff)
in 1997. But, it
appears, he never
lost his profession-
al interest in anato-
my and physiology.

Instead of help-
ing the living, next
time round he
wants to look after
the dead. "l am
seriously thinking
about going into
this line of work
when | leave the
Army in 2005," he
said.

It's a business
that requires some
pretty special skills,
and Geordie has had to obtain his qualifi-
cations via a demanding course set and
supervised by the British Institute of
Embalmers.

He has already completed the final
theory exams and a successful result will
give him the full qualification and member-
ship of the Institute.

So, just what will he do?

He sums up the profession in a few well-
chosen words: “An embalmer receives into
his care a deceased person and through
the application of hygiene techniques, pre-
serves and presents the body so that it
can be viewed by loved ones in as natural
a posture and pallor as possible.”

“The aim of the work is to help the family
get through the grieving process by giving
them a positive final image of the
deceased.”

While some of us have been relaxing at
the weekends Geordie has been working
with a local undertaker to get experience.

He told us he would be happy to discuss
the art of embalming with anyone brave
enough to get in touch with him.

If you don't, next time you see him you
might not be in a position to answer back.

® Do you have a second career that
could inspire others? Write or e-mail:
rroutledge @soldiermagazine.co.uk

Embalmer: Geordie Johnson
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1 51027 The Royal Green Jackets
2 51049 The Royal Corps of Signals

3 61051 The Royal Enginesrs
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11 51053 The Coldstream Guards
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13 61066 The Granadier Guards
14 510686 The Royal Marines
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Specialist Legal Advice

Personal Injury Claims
Police Interview
Courts Martial
Family & Matrimonial Problems

Nigel Burn and Gilbert Blades are well known
for their Courts Martial expertise throughout
the UK and Europe

Wilkin
Chapman
Epton

Contact:
Nigel Burn or Gilbert Blades
BANK STREET, LINCOLN

LN2 1DR

Tel: (01522) 512345

between 9am - 5.15pm or

Nigel Burn

Mobile; 07775860608 after 6pm

www. wilkinchapman.co.uk Solicitors
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50/
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STOCKING FILLER

To order, send a cheque/postal order
made payable to ‘Soldier’ to:
Chip Cartoon Book, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

ORDER HOTLINE: 01252 347354

* FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel
* Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street

* Affordable room rates * Choice of restaurants & bars

* Concessionary NCP Car Park rates * Function rooms for
dinners, receptions, reunions & private parties

For information & re ations contact us at:
THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB
63/79 Seymour Street, London W2 2HF
Tel 020 7723 4474
Fax 020 7402 9496
For Enquiries email: info@vsc.co.uk

The friendliest
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Jorces world
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Millions used to tune in to DLT on Radio 1.
Now the Army is enjoying his wacky humour

Report: Ray Routledge
Picture: Steve Dock

THINK of disc jockeys from the golden age
of pop radio and certain names spring to
mind: Alan Freeman, Noel Edmonds, Stuart
Henry . . . even Tony Blackburn.

And there among them was the giant figure
of Dave Lee Travis, or the Hairy Cornflake to
give him one of his many nicknames.

Now soldiers can tune in to his weekly
Sunday show from 1000-1300 on Garrison
Radio. Dave, whose humorous outlook on life
is never far from the surface, explained that
Mark Page, the man behind Garrison Radio,
approached him about joining the Army.

“Fortunately, by that he meant doing a
Sunday show for the Army,” Dave explained
at Garrison Radio’s Aldershot studios. “It
sounded a great idea so I agreed. It was obvi-
ously going to be a fun thing to do so I went
foric.”

The show is recorded at DLT’s studio at
his home in Buckinghamshire and sent to
Garrison Radio via a computer link. “By all
accounts people are enjoying the programme

line in 1965.
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Worked on Beat Club on German

and that is all you can ask of a radio show. We
are not doing games at the moment but I am
open to suggestions. The general idea is that
we want to keep it rolling musically and
maybe we’ll add specifics to it at a later date.”

As a former BFBS broadcaster, Dave is no
stranger to Forces’ radio.

“Many years ago I worked for BFBS and
visited troops abroad,” he said. “I was based
in the UK but did manage a trip to Singa-
pore.”

DLT has a fascination with history and
military memorabilia. Many years ago he col-
lected old weapons, including flintlocks, but
had to sell them.

“A few years ago I was in a shop that dealt
with ancient arms and had the chance to buy
a cavalry sword. It was engraved with the
words: Tpr Sgt Maj William Barker, 17th
Lancers, Sebastopol, Inkerman and Balaclava.
He apparently rode in the Charge of the
Light Brigade and I was holding his sword. I
snapped it up and I have it at home.”

® Garrison Radio can be heard in Tidworth,
Bulford, Catterick, Aldershot and Colchester on
1287am.

Born David Griffin, May 25, 1945, at
Buxton in Derbyshire. Worked as a
DJ at clubs in Manchester before
joining pirate station Radio Caro-

TV then the BBC for many hugely
successful years, including host-
ing the Breakfast Show.

Left the BBC in 1994 and now
presents syndicated shows on
commercial radio.

New recruit: Dave Lee Travis at the
Army sports news service launch

Garrison Radio
sports service

THE biggest names in Army sport
gathered in Aldershot for the launch
of a new service from Garrison
Radio.

“Army Sports News will be a
weekly bulletin,” said Garrison
Radio chief Mark Page. “We want to
help promote sport and the new
service will reflect the range of
sports and at all levels.”

The station aims to cover
regimental and unit activities as
well as Army sportsmen and
women competing
in civilian
competitions.

Dave Lee Travis
joined Chairman of
the Army Sport
Control Board, Maj
Gen Simon Lytle,
to launch the

service. _ N 3
Gen Lytle said Maj Gen Simon

the ASCB was Lytle

responsible for 38

sports and associations, from
beagling to cricket. “| would like to
encourage all the associations to
make use of this facility and we
welcome it."

® Sports secretaries wishing to
contact the Garrison Radio sports
desk should ring Josette Lesser on
01252 327766 (mil 94222 8047) or
e-mail j_lesser@msn.com



Royal Military Police officers deployed to the British Army Training
Unit Suffield learn Canadian law-enforcement methods the hard way

Report: Andy Simms
Pictures: Graeme Main

THERE are 50,001 good reasons why
soldiers looking to have a good night out
in the Canadian town of Medicine Hat
after a hard day’s training at the British
Army Training Unit Suffield (Batus)
should refrain from misbehaving.

“The police in Medicine Hat are far, far
better armed to deal with the drunk and
disorderly soldier than the UK police,”
explained Batus’s Royal Military Police
Detachment Commander WO2 Darren
Lole, RMP (Special Investigation
Branch). “The Canadian Police are all
issued with tasers, which can be used to
fire 50,000 volts through someone’s body,
and pepper spray. Both are incapacitating
weapons and both hurt a lot.”

And like all the RMP officers deployed
at Batus, WOZ2 Lole is more than quali-
fied to rtalk about the two pieces of kir,
having experienced their effects first-
hand.

One of the RMP’s main roles at Batus is
to duct joint patrols of Medicine Hat’s
many pubs and clubs with officers from
the town’s police service, and although
they take to the streets carrying only body

Six pages
start here

armour, extendable batons and speed
cuffs, occasions may arise where they are
called on to use their Canadian counter-
parts’ shotgun, taser or
pepper spr
“As part of their training [
send all my NCOs to be
pepper-sprayed in the face
and shot with a taser,” said
02 Lole. “It is a pretty
drastic thing to go through
and it does hurt — in fact
there is no pain like it, but
once you have done it vou
have the ultimate respect for
a piece of equipment that
1 may have to use on
someone else.

“Pepper-spray could  There’s no pain like it:
cone pouring  WQ2 Darren Lole

equate to
ater direct into

face. It stings like hell, closes your

and interrupts your breathing

far worse than CS gas and the

only cure 1s lots and lots of water — in

training we have barrels of water right

next to us, but if y arrested there is

no such luxury in the back of a police

Electrifying display:
Taser — Medicine Hat
Police Service’s
“outstanding law-
enforcement tool”

wagon and if someone has been sprayed
they are going to suffer.”

Being zapped with a taser gun, which
fires two darts connected to copper wires
up to 21-feet before delivering its high
voltage charge, is an equally uncom-
fortable experience.

“The bigger you are the more
the taser effects you,” WO2
Lole continued. “It incapaci-
tates your muscles by tensing
them all together so that you lit-
erally just fall over
— there is absolutely
nothing you can do. The
gun delivers a five-second
burst ,000 volts and if
an ailant is still fighting
after that then you just need
to squeeze the trigger again
to deliver more of the same.
“There is simply no defence
to it — you are going to fall
over if it hits you. It really is
a nasty piece of kit, an
outstanding  law
ment tool.

“It was pretty hard to take
in training and made all the
worse because you knew it
was coming. The Canadian instructors
took great delight in showing us the
effects of placing the gun’s

different parts of the body.”

Having lived to tell the tale, the RMP
then put their first-hand knowledge to
good use, offering all British soldiers on
exercise at Batus ne words of advice
about what to expect if they do misbehave
downtown. Subjecting soldiers to the
same pain that they themselves have had
to endure is the last thing the RMP have
in mind.

“We are here to facilitate the training on
the prairie and we would not be doing
that if we were throwing soldiers in jail
every night,” WO2 Lole added. “If we are
bringing them home and making sure
that they are safe then we are doing our
job properly.”

To that end the RMP has put a s
in place whereby soldiers w » not have
enough money to pay for their taxi fare
home can go to the police station at Batus
for a 48-hour loan.

Despite the forces’™ different rules of

ngagement the British military police
ave forged an excellent partnership with
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Joint arrest: Constable Gerald Sadlemyer, Medicine Hat Police, left, and Cpl Mark Bembmck, RMP Batus, apprehend a suspect

SSgt Don Girling; Medicine Hat Police

the Medicine Hat Police Service through
their joint patrols, and with the Canadian
Forces Military Police. “The relationship
we have here itstanding and better
than any other I seen anywhere else
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in the world,” said WO2 Lole. “Itis based
on complete trust and respect for one
another and consequently everything
runs smoothly.”

It is a sentiment shared by SSgt Don
Girling, of the Medicine Hat Police Ser-
vice. “There are obviously differences
between the way we do things, but our
methodology to policing is fair
he said.

“The RMP are an extremely thorough
and professional force and I have never
had cause to complain about their work.
It can be steep learning curve for those of
them who patrol the streets with our offi-
cers as they are expected to attend all
crime scenes — regardless of whether they
are military related or not — but they all
rise to the challenge.

“We have also learned a lot from them,

articularly with regard to counter-ter-

yrism.

“Some of the measures they have mas-
tered in Northern Ireland are things that
previously we would not have thought
about. They bring a truly international
flavour to us as a force.”

Spray away: Constable Sadlemyer, below,
draws his pepper-spray ready for action
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For 30 vears soldiers have used the
sprawling expanses of the British Army
Training Unit Suffield (Batus) in Alberta
to hone battlefield tactics and sharpen
their fighting edge, and have become an
almost constant feature of the otherwise
desolate landscape.

However, even the usually disinterested
prairie dogs will have raised an ear when
19 Mechanized Brigade rolled into town
for Exercise Iron Anvil.

The two-month live-firing and simula-
tion exercise, the climax of the Catterick-
based brigade’s year-long build-up to
high-readiness status, was the biggest mili-
tary deployment in Canada since the end

of the Second World War. More than
4,000 troops from across England and
Germany, backed by a further 1,000 in
support groups, were joined on Batus’s
rolling 1,700 square-kilometre range by
845 vehicles, which arrived at the training
area on board trains

otalling six miles in § | have full confidence
in my troops that
they are more than
ready to provide the
approprlate response’ p«')l‘LLlniI'_\‘. to pr:ici.is-it‘

length.

But despite the
unprecedented scale
of Iron Anvil, Batus,
which covers a larger
area than Luxem-
bourg, was anything
but crowded, allowing
the whole brigade to deploy into the field
and operate against a live opposition force.

“Batus is the only training area we have
where you could do that,” said Lt Ed
Fraser of A Coy, 1 Kings. “You certainly
couldn’t get a whole brigade on to Salis-

bury Plain with any sense of realism. By
the time you had everyone spread out you
would be stretched from Warminster IQ
Tidworth.

“At Batus you can come o b:ts of the
prairie you have never seen before and
because of the space
available there 1s a lot
more scope for the
more imaginative use of
Wcapnn systems.

“Exercises like Iron
Anvil give brigade
headquarters the op-

what they could only

normally do around the map-board.
“From an infantry point of view it instils
a sense of confidence in the soldiers — they
can go back to the UK having thoroughly
practised their core business and with the
knowledge that we are the equal of any

gonst@“vsdll'

Mechamzed bngade in biggest military deployment to Canada singe Second World War

other infantry battalion in the British
Army.”

Also grateful for the abundance of space
were the brigade’s gun batteries. Capt Mick
Tobin of 137 Bty, 40 Regiment RA
explained that Batus proved the ideal envi-
ronment in which to road-test the AS90.

“You can fit all of the training areas we
have in the UK and Germany into Batus,”
he said. “Having a large area allows us to
adopt a more realistic approach to how we
use the AS90 and its manoeuvre capabili-
ties. In the UK exercises tend to be low-key
whereas at Batus the live-firing and
manoeuvring is fast and furious — it is prob-
ably just as good as the real thing.”

It is an experience that Brig Bill Moore is
aware could prove vital for his brigade over
the next 12 months, especially with the
prospect of conflict in Irag looming.

“The whole purpose of the training year
prior to adopting the high-readiness status
is to train and prepare yourself for that call
to arms,” he said. “As a brigade we have to
be ready to respond to the wishes of the UK

government. I would be failing in my duty if

that were not the case.

“Any decision to deploy will be a political
one and that decision has not been taken.
No one wants to go to war but if my brigade
is called upon to act I have full confidence in
my commanding officers and their troops
that they are more than ready to provide the
appropriate response.”

Ready to rumble: Soldiers
from 1st Battalion, The King's
Regiment demount from a
\Warrior during the exercise

M?ge presents soldlers from 40
ith the chance to hone theipglm the AS90, above, and provides I
d Banalion.ﬂoyuﬁank Regiment to road-test the Challenger 2, right




Clean sweep: Tpr James Orton, Joint NBC Regt, checks a vehicle for traces of contamination

@

Joint NBC Regiment
deploys with British
troops for the first time
since its formation

Report: Andy Simms
Pictures: Graeme Main

NEWSPAPER headlines back home were
prophesying an imminent return of
British forces to the Gulf. Talk of Irag’s
chemical warfare capabilities was rife.

Little wonder then that thousands of
troops from 19 Mechanized Brigade
involved in Exercise Iron Anvil were
happy to share the Canadian prairies with
members of the Joint Nuclear, Biological,
and Chemical Regiment.

The two-month exercise marked the
first time the regiment, based at RAF
Honnington, had deployed with a British
formation since its conception four years
ago, and the 44-man detachment spent
much of its time in Canada trying to
dispel the natural fears of the soldiers.

“In the past NBC training has been

regarded as something of a black art,”
explained Joint NBC troop leader SSgt
Malcolm McGillivray. “Soldiers have
never liked exercising in their respirators,
but in the current climate they are begin-
ning to understand that we as a regiment
have an increasingly important role to
play.

“NBC is just like anything else — if you
are uneducated you don’t have a proper
understanding of the hard facts. We have
been stressing to the soldiers that
although the effects of a chemical attack
can be terrible, they are not necessarily
lethal or long-lasting.

“The British Army trains to mask up in
nine seconds and if you can do that then
you are virtually bomb-proof.

“When educated, soldiers soon realise
that NBC is just another hazard like
artillery, shrapnel or sniper fire and that if
they take the appropriate measures they
will be safe.

“When they walk away from us soldiers
are enlightened, more confident and less
scared.”

As well as holding briefings and demon-
strations for the benefit of other units, the
Army and Royal Air Force assets used the
exercise and freedom of the prairies to
practise their own drills and put four of the
700-man strong regiment’s Fuchs vehicles
through their paces.
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Specially laminated to protect their
shells from toxins in the atmosphere, the
all-terrain chemical reconnaissance and
survey vehicles, donated to the British
Army by Germany at the end of the
Gulf War, are pressurised to isolate their
occupants from the outside environ-
ment.

Equipped with on-board science labs
used to identify radioactive, chemical and
biological material, the Fuchs can be sent
into areas where an NBC strike is sus-
pected, or has been reported, to collect
samples and assess the threat to troops
without endangering the lives of their
crew.

This information can then be used by
the Joint NBC team to calculate precisely
the area at risk from a strike’s fall-out.

“By inputting the wind speed, air pres-
sure and wind direction into BRACIS
(Biological, Radiological and Chemical
Information System) we can provide the
chain of command with a digital map of
the contaminated area,” said SSgt
McGillivray, a retrained tank commander
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Prowliﬁg the prairie: One of the Joint NBC Regiment’s German-made Fuchs chemical reconnaissance and survey vehicles out on patrol

Eliminating fear: SSgt Malcolm McGillivray

from the 1st Royal Tank Regiment.
“NBC strikes can be used for area denial,
but we can identify the extremities of such

an attack allowing the bartle group to
bypass it and return to normal dress state
as soon as possible.

“In that respect being part of Exercise
Iron Anvil has been a very valuable expe-
rience for us — it allows us to put our
assets in the shop window and lets the
commanding officers of other regiments
see exactly what capabilities we have,
what we can add to their logistics and
what we can do to help them overcome
various problems that they may incur.

“Ironically the British Army has gone
from being the only Nato country not to
have NBC capabilities to one of the best
equipped in the space of four years.

“The fuchs are very reliable, fully air-
conditioned, have an excellent heating
system, are very roomy, very comfortable
and very, very fast. I have not got a bad
word to say about them.

“We have been hammering them across
the prairies all exercise and the only fault
we’ve had was when an air conditioning
unit failed — and we have two of those in
each vehicle anyway.”
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Evennett aims for

Army star hopes to
emulate the Olympic
success of 1988

Interview: Andy Simms
Picture: Graeme Main

THE Olympic Games in Athens may still
be two years away, but it is a tournament
that England hockey international Lt Jon
Evennett (2nd Battalion, The Light
Infantry) has been preparing for since the
summer of 1988.

Having first picked up a hockey stick at
the age of seven, Evennett was already
playing county-level hockey when, as a
12-year-old, he sat glued to his television
set as his childhood idol Sean Kerly
scored Great Britain’s third goal against
West Germany during the men’s final at
the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul,
South Korea.

Britain’s eventual gold medal and
Kerly’s subsequent emergence as
hockey’s first superstar cemented Even-
nett’s resolve to emulate his hero and
compete on the international stage — an
opportunity he seized with both hands
three years later.

“I won my first junior international cap

for England when I was 15 in a game

against Wales in Cardiff and haven’t
looked back since,” explained
Evennett. “I managed to
maintain a place in all of the
junior international teams
from that point on and
played for England in
the junior world cup.
“It is every kid’s
dream to play for his
country — everyone
wants to be the next
David Beckham,
Johnny Wilkinson
or in my case to
follow in the foot-
steps of the likes of
Kerly, Steve Batch-
elor and Robert
Clift — so to actual-

ly do it was great.”
Despite being an
ever-present in the
England under-21
defence, Evennett
decided to put his
sport temporarily
on the back-burner
when he joined the

Army in 1997,

It was a decision
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that effectively ruled him out of the
Sydney Olympics, but one that he does
not regret.

“Over the first few years of my military
career I concentrated on work rather than
hockey and as a result it took me until a
vear-and-a-half ago to get back in the
England setup and win my first senior
cap,” said the burly defender.

“The opportunities that the Army
gives people in sport seemed obvious to
me and that is why I joined. I wanted to
stay outdoors, wanted to live an active
lifestyle and the Army fitted that bill in
cvery way,

“It has been everything I hoped it
would be and the Army has allowed me
the flexibility to carry on competing,” said
Evennett, who will play his domestic
hockey alongside former Para Ian Jen-
nings and Army team mate Capt Guy
Fordham (4 GS Med Regt) at National
League Premier Division side Guildford
this season after signing from Canterbury
in the summer.

“Like anything else in life it is not easy
juggling the two careers, but my barttalion
and regiment have been exceptionally

supportive

I'ea"y have and I am
very  lucky
my heart set

that my com-

n being part manding

officers have
)f 2004 , backed me
100 per cent.

“People who say that your sport will
suffer as a result of the Army could not be
more wrong.

“I am a classic example of how it hasn’t

I won my first full international cap
while I was in the Army and some of the
things it has taught me about discipline,
hard work and seizing opportunities has
really helped me develop on the hockey
field.”

Now 26, the Army and Combined
Services player is once again a regular in
the national side and with more than 30
caps to his name looks well on track for
a place in Great Britain’s 2004 Olympic
squad.

“I hope to be involved in the European
Cup next year and after that the team’s
selectors will already be beginning to
think about the Olympic qualifiers,” he
told Seldier. “Going to Athens is my
number one goal — I really have my
heart set on being part of the 2004
Games.

“I will be 28 when it comes round and
close to the end of my international career
and I can’t think of a better high to finish

3

on.
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RUNNING partners WO2 Wayne Owers
(6 Supply Regt RLLC) and Capt Ali
Bunting (RADC) claimed joint second
place in the 25.2km Danish Multination-
al March in Mitrovica, Kosovo.

The pair, two of 101 Brits to complete
the gruelling march carrying 10kg bergens,
crossed the finish line in a time of 2hr
24min - just five minutes behind race
winner Adj Hegenauer (French Army).

Flying the flag: WO2 Wayne Owers (6 Supply Regt RLC), left, and Capt Ali Bunting (RADC)

Best of British

A jubilant WO2 Owers said: “It was a
very tough race and after 17km I was suf-
fering from severe cramp, but we just kept
going and it’s nice to have beaten the
infantry at their own game.”

Cpl Andy Brown (1 PWRR), who led
the 1,150 field for much of the race, was
the next British soldier home, finishing
in fourth place with a time of 2hr
29min.

CANOEING: Inter-Services slalom
championships - 1, RAF; 2, Army; 3, RN.
Other results, men's K1 - 1, Lt Alex Burt
(AGC). Open C1 - 1, Lt Andy Nicholl
(AAC); 2, Maj Paul Hepworth (RLC). Open
C2 -1, Burt and Nicholl. Women’s K1 -2,
Cpl Sam Peake (Int Corps). Men's K1
team - 2, Burt, Nicholl and LCpl Mark
Stafford (R Signals). Women's team — 1,
Peake, Lt Emma Smith (RA) and Lt Morag
McGowan (AGC). C1 team - 1, Burt,
Nicholl and Hepworth. C2 team - 1,
Burt/Hepworth, Nicholl/Peake, LCpl Steve
Davis (REME)/WO2 Tony Harris (RA).

CRICKET: MCC (104-4) beat Combined
Services (102) by six wickets.

FOOTBALL: Massey Trophy — AAC 3 CA
Mus 0; RLC 5 AAC 4; RLC 5 Int Corps 1;
Infantry 11 CA Mus 0; AAC 3 AMS 2; CA
Mus 3 AMS 2; RE 1 APTC 1; APTC 0
Infantry 9; RA 3 AAC 2.

\GOLF: RTMC Golf Society autumn com-

(i RESULTS SERVICE ... RESULTS SERVICE... k2

petition at Oakmere Park Golf Club,
scratch winner - Maj Seddon (WFR)
80pts. Scratch runner-up — Mr Thacker
(civilian) 91pts. Medal winner — CSgt
Meekins (Para) 73pts. Medal runner-up —
Sgt Owen (LI) 74pts. Stableford winner —
Sgt Bennett (9/12 Lancers) 35pts. Stable-
ford runner-up - Sgt King (RE) 31pts.
Longest drive — Sgt Bennett. Nearest to
pin = Capt Farquharson.

RUGBY UNION: Army U21 tour to
Canada — Army 36 Niagara Region Senior
XV 20; Army 21 Ontario U21 13; Army 3
Eastern Canada Rugby Academy 15; Army
30 Canada U20 16.

Krusevac International sevens com-
petition — Maidstone ARFU 48 Krusevac
Wolves 0; Maidstone ARFU 29 Sofia RFC
27; Maidstone ARFU 14 RBKV 21; Maid-
stone ARFU 7 Yugoslavia 38.

WINDSURFING: Inter-corps champi-

onships — 1, REME; 2, RE; 3, RA; 4, RLC;
5, R Signals; 6, AAC. /

Picture: Steve Dock
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Walk in the park

ARMY runners took part in the annual
Cin Cooli Park 10km road race while on
Exercise Iron Anvil in Canada.

Having dominated proceedings from
the start, Capt Tim Crossland (3 CS
Regt RLC) took first place in the event,
which was contested by several promi-
nent Canadian triathletes. He was fol-
lowed across the finish line 30 seconds
later by §S8gt Jock Castle (3 UK Div &
Sig Regt). In the women’s race 2nd Lt Jo
Kesley (3 CS Regt RLC) recorded a con-
vincing victory.

Promotion party

AFTER narrowly missing out on a
second successive promotion last vear,
Colchester Garrison Cricket Club
cruised to the Osborne Garages league
division four title this season — losing just
four games and finishing the 2002 cam-
paign unbeaten at home.

The team’s skipper, Sgt Tony Stoker
(10 Tpt Regt RLC), led the way to the
silverware with 310 runs and a 31-wicket
haul, with other significant scores
coming from Sgt Ian McVicker (10 Tpt
Regt RILC) and Lt Col Brian Davenport
(HQ Colchester Station). SSgt Al
Turner, Pte Shreebarna Gurung (both
10 Tpt Regt RLLC) and Cpl Steve Smith
(2 Para) led the side’s bowling attack.

Underdogs triumph
A BETTING man would have got excel-
lent odds on the AGC winning the Army
Rugby League inter-corps title - the
Lawson Cup — at the start of the season.

Competing in the tournament for only
the second time and dismissed by many
as serious contenders before a ball had
been kicked in anger, the AGC proved all
their doubters wrong by reaching the
final and defeating reigning Army cham-
pions, the Royal Engineers, 22-20 to lift
the silverware.

The underdogs secured their passage
to the final with wins over R Signals,
AMS and REME.

FOOTBALL TABLES

| MASSEY TROPHY |
P W D L GD Pits
Infantry 2 2 0 Qa0 6
RLC 2 2 a0 8 6
AAC 4 e o RN~ 2 6
RA 1 1 0 0 1 3
CA Mus 3 1 0 2.-13 3
RE 1 0 1 0 0 1
APTC 2 0 1 ) )
AMS 2 0 0 2 g 0
Int Corps 1 0 0 1 -4 0

*Resuilts up to and including October 18

Army un-Locke Brazilian defence

Honours even in
iInternational clash

British Army 1
Brazilian Armed Forces 1

WITH memories of the World Cup still
fresh in the minds of both teams, this
exhibition match at Aldershot’s Military
Stadium was always going to be keenly
foughrt.

Unfazed by the pedigree of their oppo-
nents, the Army, coached by Capt Alan
Higgins, took control from the first whis-
tle but were continually frustrated by a
well-organised Brazilian defence. With
the Army back-line in equally frugal
mood efforts on goal were in short supply
and the closest either side came to scoring
was from an array of speculative free-
kicks.

The second half began as the first had
ended with the Army on top, but despite
their dominance it was the visitors who
finally broke the deadlock on 57 minutes.

Cpl Joao Bosco Pereira supplying the
finishing touch to a neat passing move,
which began deep inside his side’s own

half, with a shot that ricocheted off the
inside of Cpl James Panier’s (RE) right-
hand post.

Encouraged by the breakthrough, the
South Americans then began to stamp
their authority on the game, commanding
the midfield and pushing forward in num-
bers in an effort to increase their lead.

However, thanks largely to good work
on the left wing by LCpl Thomas
McCormick (RE) and some clever touch-
es from former Southampton star Pte
Neal Bartlett (2 PWRR), the Army sur-
vived the barrage and began to make
headway of their own,

Their resilience and determination was
rewarded in the 81st minute when L.Cpl
Jamie Locke (Kings) rose well to head
home a cross from the right flank.

Cue a nine-minute onslaught from a
Brazilian side desperate to record the first
victory of their UK tour, during which
Cpl Marcelo De Lima hit the crossbar
and Cpl Edson Andre Da Silva had an
effort cleared off the line.

# LCpl John Stevenson (R Signals)
and Pte Michael Brown (3 Para) both
scored a brace in the Army’s 4-2 win
over Ryman division one high-flyers
Carshalton Athletic at Aldershot.

b cogedid, o, ey

Samba style: LCpl Jamie Locke dances through the Brazilian defence

Picture: Graeme Main
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Night drive: Sgt Anton Mitchell (REME) and LCpl Tom Hardie (REME) race through
\Ramsay, Isle of Man during stage 15 of the Manx International Rally Picture: Steve Dock
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THOSE of you who follow the sport of
rallying will be familiar with the names
of Richard Burns, Carlos Sainz and
Colin McRae, but are probably unaware
that the Army has its own team.

The Lex-sponsored outfit may not
compete in such highly tuned cars as
Burns and company but it has been
involved in rallying at national level for
the past ten years.

Although the team’s origins can be
traced back to the Sixties when Army
drivers took part in the Royal Scottish
Automobile Rallies in Scotland, it was
not until the early Nineties that six GS
Army Land Rovers were made exclu-
sively available to the team for compe-
tition.

Each vehicle is built to standard MoD
specifications but sports a safety roll-
cage, fire suppression system, trip-meter
and rally safety belts.

Competing in its own class in the
British Rally Championships, the team
attends high-profile race meetings
across the United Kingdom, including
the Rally of Wales, Pirelli International

= -] I 2
toric victory

Rally, Scottish Rally, Yorkshire Rally,
South of England Tempest stages and
for the first time this year the Manx
International Rally on the Isle of Man.

The Army team marked their debut
on Isle of Man soil by claiming the top
five places in the event’s historic class.
Maj Alan Paramore (DPA, Abbey
Wood) and co-driver Cpl Mark Burton
(3 RSME) took first place, finishing sec-
onds ahead of Cpl Gary Mitchell
(REME) and LCpl Tomo Thomas
(REME).

4 Crew members are selected at
the beginning of each season and
must have taken part in British
Armed Forces Motoring Associa-
tion (BAFMA) driver training exer-
cises. Both drivers and co-drivers
are tested for car control, map read-
ing, administration and hands on
technical skills.

Anyone interested in joining the
team as a crew member or as part of
the service organisation should con-
tact Maj Chris Bowler on Mil 94552

8525 or 0151 7242242. /
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SHORTS

Tigers roar to victory

TAKING a break from peace-support
operations in Pristina, Tidworth-based 1
PWRR Tigers won the inaugural Inter-
national Rugby Union Cup at the US
Army’s Camp Bondsteel in Kosovo.

Sporting a big Fijian contingent, the
Tigers overcame the French Tirailleurs
Regiment in a hard-fought 40-5 opener
before convincingly dispatching 22 Engi-
neers with a fine display of running
rugby. Pte Sakeasi Butadroka and Pte
Timoci Matanavou both recorded a
brace of tries in the 36-0 victory.

The final against a Kosovo Interna-
tionals XV, which featured a core of
vastly experienced Fijian UN policemen
and former Fijian international Joe
Volabula, proved a much closer affair
and remained in the balance until Tigers’
fly-half Pte Matanavou scored late on to
take the final score to 19-5.

Your sporting guide
to November . . .

ATHLETICS: 2 — World triathlon champi-
onships (Cancun, Mexico); 6 — Army cross-
country inter-unit relay championships
(Tweseldown Race Course, Aldershot).

CANOEING: 2-3 - Land Command and 5
Div championships (Barnard Castle), Inter-
Services surf championships (St Mawgan);
23-24 — Inter-corps championships (Llan-
gollen).

CLIMBING: 8 — Army cadets indoor cham-
pionships (The Rock Face, Birmingham).

EQUITATION: 4-8 — Beginners’ jumping
(Warminster Saddle Club); 18-22 — Improving
flatwork (Warminster).

FOOTBALL: 5 - Army v Essex FA (Alder-
shot); 9 — Army youth v Gloucester FA
(Aldershot); 13 — Army women v Prison Ser-
vice (TBC); 18 - Army v Middlesex FA
(Aldershot); 19 — Colchester United v Army
development (Away); 23 — Army youth v
Gwent FA (Aldershot); 24 — Army youth v
Army Crusaders FC (Daly Ground); 28 —
Combined Services women v Netherlands
(TBC); 30 — Army development v Great
Britain U21 deaf squad (Denison Barracks,
Hermitage).

ICE SPORTS: 1-2 — Training camp (Lille-
hammer, Norway).

ORIENTEERING: 6 — RE championships
(Perham Down); 6-7 — R Signals champi-
onships (Blandford); 16-17 — Inter-
corps/Army individual night and day
championships (Bramley).

RUGBY LEAGUE: 1 — British Army v New
Zealand Army (Leigh Miners ARLFC, Leigh).

SHINTY: 2 — The Highlanders v Edinburgh
University (Home).

SWIMMING: 25 — AGC championships
(ATR Winchester); 26-27 — Inter-corps cham-
pionships (Aldershot).
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Keeping a low profile: Lt Sarah Rollins (RAMC) was an integral member of Gre.
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at Britain’s Orienteering World Cup squad this summer

Sarah maps out future

Interview: Andy Simms
Picture: Graeme Main

WHILE the British sporting media
obsessed over England’s every touch of
the ball in Japan and Korea this summer,
athletes from all corners of the globe
assembled in Chiny, a town in southern
Belgium, for the opening race of the 2002
Orienteering World Cup in virtual
anonymity.

“Not being a household name does not
bother me in the slightest,” explained Lt
Sarah Rollins (RAMC), one of the 12
runners selected to represent Great
Britain in the ten-race World Cup series,
which began in June and reached its
climax in the Czech Republic last month.

“I compete at orienteering because I
enjoy it but am more than aware of its low
profile — my own parents are only just
coming round to understanding what it is
all about.”

“The problem is that so few people
have actually tried orienteering and it is
not until you do that you really get a feel
for how physical and exciting it can be.

“However, it would be nice to see more
media coverage for the sake of the sport as
a whole — it desperately needs it.”

Indeed, a lack of column inches in the
national press has hirt the sport hard in the
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UK, with the British Orienteering Associ-
ation finding it increasingly difficult to
secure government funding and commer-
cial sponsors as a consequence.

Fortunately for Rollins, who was part
of the British women’s relay team that
won gold at the World University Orien-
teering Championships at Varna, Bul-
garia in August, the Army does not
share the media’s disinterested stance
on orienteering.

“The Army are very keen on orienteer-
ing and it is actually considered as mili-
tary training as well as being a sport,” she
told Soldier. “They have been very sup-
portive of my orienteering career and it
was the Army that introduced me to the
sport as a 19-year-old officer cadet.”

Since winning the TA championships
six years ago, Rollins has enjoyed an expe-
ditious rise through orienteering’s ranks.
Now 25, she was selected for the England
squad after just two years of competition,
and a year later made the Great Britain
team.

“I picked up the sport pretty quickly,”
she said. “I started running seriously
when I was 16 and found that because I
was fit and there weren’t that many
women in British orienteering it was quite
easy to do relatively well early on.

“But obviously the nearer I got to the

top the harder it became. Most people in
orienteering start when they are much
younger, but because I am a good map-
reader and am prepared to put in the
hours of fitness training needed I have
managed to get where I am today.

“I still lack some technical experience
that I could have built up when I was
younger, but that will come with time.”

Rollins finished 24th in a field of 94 at
this year’s World Cup but is adamant that
despite being a veteran of two World
Cups and one World Championship her
best is yet to come.

“There are loads of things I still want to
achieve in this sport,” she said. “I want to
finish inside the top ten at a World Cup
and get on to the winners’ podium at the
World Championships. A lot of the best
orienteerers are in their early 30s, so time
is still on my side.

“I have got the desire to win and believe
that top ten international finishes are well
within my ability. I'd also love to see ori-
enteering become an Olympic sport
before I hang up my running shoes — if
ballroom dancing is being considered as
an Olympic sport then orienteering defi-
nitely should be.”

Perhaps then Rollins and her GB team-
mates might finally get the share of the
sporting headlines they deserve.
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with your crest
Minimum order 50

For full details complete the coupon below and send to:

ZIPPO UK LTD. UNIT 27,

Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, Lc_mdon W10 5AS
Tel: 020 8964 0666 Fax: 020 8968 0400 www.zippo.co.uk
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with my Regimental crest
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WE HAVE A SOLUTION
TO YOUR DEBT PROBLEMS

o Is debt effecting your life,
relationships, or work ?

« Do you dread the mail
in the morning - or the
phone ringing ?

Our aim is to get you out of
debt within 60 months

Strict confidentiality assured - No employer
contact - We employ EX-Armed Forces
personnel as counsellors, who understand
through personal experience the siress of the

job with DEBT!

For real solutions - not more loans call

CM|0845 1200 662

n P E x| National calls at LOCAL RATE
DEBT COUNSELLING AND MANAGEMENT

www.apex-debt-help.co.uk
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Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-
ences in the lower image,

cut out the whole panel, add

your name and address and
send to HOAY 732, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GUI11 2DU by December 2.
A photocopy is acceprable,
but only one entry per person

after the closing date will
win £100; the second and
third will receive £10 gift
vouchers, No correspon-
dence of any kind can be
entered into.

may be submitted.
Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

The names of the
winner and runners-up
will be announced in the

First correct entry drawn  January issue.
("Name : (Give initials and rank o titie) i
k W,
(" Address :
N S

September issue (No 730): First correct entry drawn was
from Mr Charlie Carruthers, Museum of Flight, East Fortune
Airfield, East Lothian, who wins £100. Runners-up Jasmine
Abson, of Sheffield, and Mr M Staylor, of Banbury, each win a
£10 gift voucher. The ten differences were: mirror; wash-
basin; plumbing; hair; arm; coat-tail; hand; towel; trainer
heel; end of toothpaste tube. J

“By my reckoning we should be outside

Pizza Express in Piccadilly Circus.”
Write your own funny caption for the photograph, right, first
published in Soldier in December 1997. The best, in the Editor’s
opinion, will win a prize from our silver logo collection. Usual
rules apply and entries should reach us by November 30.

OUR prize for September goes to
Wendy Bird, of Aldershot-based
South East Reserve Forces and
Cadet Association, for her very
topical suggestion: “Aaaaaargh .
.. no en suite . . . must find

| Type Zrooms”.

We also liked (but not enough
to send him a prize) “Get
yourself back here at once
Private Bloggs . .. it'sonly a
bloody spider”, from SSgt G E
McLorie, EHT, Med Branch, HQ 5
Division. Pte James Reid RLC
came up with a similar caption.
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Foat e 1 »
Best of the rest included “Phew,

cat” from Bill McCarthy of
that was a close call. Nobody Brixham; and “Fortunately for
told me she was dating the Private the ornamental
RSM" from Sig Munford, 81 Sig fish pond broke his fall” from
Sagn (V), Manchester ; “Tom's Mike Scott, Graphics Officer, 5 Trg

really fed up with next door's ~ Regt RLC, Grantham.
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Stringtown

Supplies prdegl
29 High Street, Polegale, © Military eqpt.

_ EastSussex BN26 5AB @ Survival eqpt.
www.stringtownsupplies.co.uk 9 Webbing

Email:enquiries@stringtownsupplies.co.uk ® Camo °'°'“"'9““t§ EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

; F R E E ' ® Siceping bags

| MILITARY & SUHVIVAL CATALOGUE
PLUS NEW SALE LISTING, BADGE

For an information pack
send a large SAE to:

|LEAFLET, NEW DE-ACT LIST & REVISED [FIE—="==" | Professional Bodyguard Association
REPLICA WEAPONRY CATALOGU
PLEASE TEL: ) The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce,
' Tel: (01323) 488844 Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB
. or Fax: (01323) 487799

" (or email or write in for vourcnpv] .53
‘Mb‘ﬁﬁmm RANGE DOUBLE No telephone enquiries

HOOPED BIVI

N Such is the reputation of the

© Watches | PBA that in 1997 we acted

@ Airguns & knives & | . .

T as Close Protection advisers
SiTlhr 108 o . Wk 2 ey @ Berghaus to the Chiefs of Staff at the

hoops, zip door, mosquito net & ground fixing points; @ Snugpak

__Olive, size approx ' 3'........... £199.98 @ Buffalo a Pentagon.
@ Gore-Tex |

@ Hi-Tec

| @ Matterhorn el d .

ll oPMcamo... £169.85  Olive version .......... £139.65 IR LU British expertise at work through the PBA

@ Wyvern etc.

¥ y0u would Wk 10 Ordier any of he GeOCS shown, please use 8 separste Jafler or fel: 01373 488544

In the Military? i \:':fehe / - N
Looking into a new car? [T Milita ry

R Marketing
Interndtional

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Look no further than Natocars! Falklands, |
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
Ca" 01278 455555 tOday for your and most other UN It.)culiuns.
FREE Natocars’ Buy"ng Guide Let us Lll.‘hlgn._\/uu chlmcms and

. § ops P Operational Shields.
with Special Military Prices on over 1500 new cars

Write for a full colour brochure:

74-77 STEWARD STREET, 1
b o r- SPRING HILL,
----- ~
T }NﬂTOCARS - LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM
A5 B18 7AF
«&::"';1__" @, o @ :ﬁﬂ E RRRRRR @ @ . Pt Tl.'l(]phllﬂl'ffax : 0121 454 5393

Email:mmisales @militarymarketing.co.uk
Website: militarymarketing.co.uk

Minimum order 25 shields — £11.95.
\ No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £19.00

UK HQ Wylds Road  Bridgwater ® Somerset ® TAS 4BH
Tel: 01278 455555 we'll call you back
Fax: 01278 450396 * www.natocars.co.uk
E-mail: sales@natocars.co.uk (Please supply postal address)
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| LOST OR NEW B WWW. messdress COM - secire cnine snonsing § FULLTME
= MED ALS : RLG/AGC, D&D, Staffordshire: '1 *RTR, RRF: : ; L™
| 8 £320 (inc VAT & rank) | £360 (inc VAT &rank)  § [ ) D\ f
| Full size & miniature supplied | "RE. R Sig. RAMC, REME, RA, *Female AGC: : de
Professionally mounted g E?STS Kings, Queens, AAC £455 (inc VAT & rank) |
Hand‘sewn - notglued : (inc VAT, rank, shirt & tie) :
K&D M d ’ ' INTEREST FREE CREDIT '
eaals i George Boots £49.99 S/Dress Shirt £30 5 :
33 The Cresecent, West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB : George Boots Boxed and SpUTS SDUTS EZO : Arp you - TA Offlcer
Tel: 020 8777 2428 ’ £99.99 Spur Boxes £15 6 or soldier looking for
kanddmedals@aol.com A Patent Boots £85 Courtmounting £4 permedal K N T .
NE e = n ¥ Self Bow Tie £15 Most Medals ££6lose | additional service with
N8 @ 4 S ; : . k -
S — § White Marcella Shirt £22 & £27 Please add p&p on all items 5 the Regular Army?
A Collarless Shirt B
i Queens Golden Jubllee Miniature Medal £5 icvars pap L ke s el
i (TKS Medals approved by MOD) . Reservist wanting to
CASH LOANS : Visit us in Bournemouth 7 days a week by appointment. Contact us for officers price list. : t t " A
. = return to the Army
: Made to Measure Tailoring ] b B
U to £500 \ 85 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 8NZ . 2 ;
P ! Tel: 01202 302846 Fax: 01202 383874 | oom Gh '“”“l“‘s :;
i . 2 42 months in length?
WesayYESTenants| | e-mail: sales@messdress.com |
Immediate payout For a Response Pack
R redit chack lﬂS"' WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW - 0800 028 5533
From the reign of Queen Victoria to the For further information
Call FREE on: vn“ R present day in both full size and www.army.mod.uk/ftrs
miniature.
g—-—-—-———aum 2274 MEnnls We mount medals ready to wear in both court or speak to your Unit
and swing style. Professionally sewn in our Administration Officer

own workshops.

Also available:

Brass cap badges and various veterans lapel
badges. Glazed display frames and lidded
presentation cases with brass effect
nameplates. Complete engraving service.

We carry a full range of commemorative

' medals including: The General Service Cross,
The Medal for National Service, Voluntary
Service Medal, British Army of the Rhine
Medal, Suez Canal Zone Medal, Maritime
Service Medal and the Golden Jubilee Medal.
, Please send SAE for replacement list and
colour brochure, or telephone us for a quote.
Our experts are ready to help with all your
enquiries.

A research service is also available.

IALL MEDALS

Newton Ferrers, Plymouth, Devon PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672 Fax: 01752 872723
e-mail: chrissy(@ toadhallmedals.com
www.toadhallmedals.com

To advertise in Soldier’s Web
Watch pages contact:
diermagazing.co.uk

or telephone
01252 347352

Miniature Medal Specialists
All currently issued medals
available in our secure on-line
shop at competitive prices.
www.citationmedals.co.uk
Medals court mounted at £3.50
per medal, postal service
available - quick turnaround.

01482 656629 info@citationmedals.co.uk

Ties

from O. H. Hewett Ltd

Established records of tie designs for

over 100 years and 30,000 patiers Made to measure Mess Dress uniforms
Highest quality and

Tes made to order in silk or polyester. i
For information regarding prices and value for money
ninim mqum[mu s
please contact: 3 Piece ,
0. H. Hewett Ltd at Mess Kits o ‘
J. K. fewett a e From
21 Farncombe Street ARMY
Godalming, Surrey GU7 3AY Inc. Vat & Rank + P&P

Iuluph.mc *'I-IH 3 -l_’lWi 7

Messkitonline.co.uk SIGN UP FOR A

Telephone 0870 747 3930 for a personal quote cHALLEN G E
Email: enquiries(@o h\ wett.co.uk Mess Dress » Accessories » Badges « Medals
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T0 SEND rxfur DR CALL

www.sendthebear.com 0870 755 7387

(secure online ordering) (lines open 24 hours)

SRRl | DEBT PROBLEMS?

REGIMENTS, A ¢ h o
SHIPS, SQUADRONS Are your outgoings more than your income?

Clubs & Reunion Associations. % A .
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc. Are your creditors threatening you with:

SAE appreciated Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs,
3 Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings?

"Blck & e £

CO!OUF an If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us

htte:”www.caficature.co.Uk 2 e now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
Payment by credit card only without the need to borrow more money.

Rick: 01707 658 853 -
f e Telephone (0044) 01482 893258
WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LT fi FREE and CONFIDENTIAL ¢ Itation.
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 8LL . .or . ‘an ) P g (‘onsu. . |9n
Or visit our website: www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

tiin Kol Vit WELLBEING SERVICES

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals
PROVIDING DEBT SOLUTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

and Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
Medals professionally mounted to the highest standards
Two day service on most mounting work
We have over 20 years experience and pride ourselves

on the quality and efficiency of our service : Employment Problems/Redress by complu int

Send SAE, phone s for a copy of our comprehensive sales

See our wehsite for full details of all our serv e Need he‘p and Leg(" AdViCE?

“Secure on-line ordering on our website”
www.worcmedals.com Email: wms@ woremedals.com co n'l'u ct:
— A Credit eard orders accepted =& [2)-

0845 6011260
www.forceslaw.com

For free 30-minute initial diagnostic interview with lawyers
experienced in the Armed Forces who speak your language

repair s
For your FREE colot tel
following address, 0 d the coupe
SPECIAL AIR-SEASEF

St. George’s Works, St. Georg
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1

Tel: 01 524 64204 Fax: 01524 ,

@Ml( HAEL JAY

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
TiShirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many R
other items. All can be printed or UNIFO MS
embroidered. Send for a free colour MADF TO MF’\&;UDF F
atal nd price list. : = 3
ST e e OR'’s and Officers Mess Dress »
OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR’s and Officers No.1 Dress
British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers

Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
D Suit
VISTA SPORTS LTD Conosiiy
28 HIGH STREET
Address: ............ MERSTHAM 48Hr. or 2Week Make up
SURREY RH1 3EA Michael Jay Tailoring
Tel . 01 737 645 1 1 3 5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
................................................................ Postcode S, Fax-' 01 737 645892 TEL-omangf:sOoLeKt‘:qu:;i:gauso.a
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Special Military Prices
on Tax Free & Tax Paid
New Renault models

wmIrEHOUSE Whitehouse Renault Centre @

oy =t Internet
Services
for the

T Army

Official domain name - .mod.uk or.mil.uk?

FREEPOST SEA 8177

RENAULT &7 RENAULT

e-mail: msales@renaulttaxfreecouk  PHONE/FAX +44 (0)20 7026 0020

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST NEWS OF THE ARMY If you are planning to establish an official domain (for either email or
WWW.SO | d iermagazine"co.uk a website), as per DCI Gen 240/00, speak to us - we can help you!

The name is registered with MoD, but hosted
by an ISP of your choice - choose MilNetUK!

NEW SKILL Qur dial-up system is a first-class (fast) service, compatible with
UK-based MoD telephone exchanges. Use it from work or from home.
Gain a professional qualification in massage For your personal security, we require no personal details from you.
therapy with an ITEC course A proportion of our profits will be donated to Service charities.

For more information about MilNetUK, visit:

Totally flexible training suited to serving personnel. - I t k t
Fits in with postings & duties www. m I n e n u | n e

or phone 01258 454834/472473

For free CD (Win9x/NT) write to MilNetUK, Box 4111, Blandford, Dorset DT11 7YH

Zz
£ \JIPORMAL

GcuiLForp 01483 300867

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

THE SPECIALIST FOR TOP QUALITY BADGES ¢ ESS KITS
GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGE €L ! ; '
EPAULETTE SLIDES SIS P Tt o i ey
IlI-,RI-.I,\;RI.II.{.RI.[-A\.\\\\.I!.L\l'l\.h&\l.l(.HT in Militarv Tailori v ‘ears'
For officers or other ranks: INFANTRY DRAWCORD LEATHER HEADBAND  £7.50 = ‘mw} Tdﬂomg for Over )0 !
With or withoutlunit designation. (R"F’(';]'{,!;“\'.,T,( ::ﬁl’;’,j“,'{(‘\' ARDARY Eﬁ{:: INTEREST FREE CREDIT
also WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £2400
A bt wmioao 8 UK TEL 0113 282 610
DQAB NAME TAPES LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS  £000 VAN DUNGIE HOUSE
s of six) LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS MEYNELL AVENUE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS LS26 ONU
S 01 SIX) (made to measure) £35.00
STANDARD CARRYING CASE £2.00 T
;_,It lied PARACHUTE REGT STANDARD CARRIERS FREEPHONE: 0800 9803551
BAn i i WITH ALL ELEVEN BATTLE HONOURS  £4000 "
% Y QU@ y supplie ASSOCIATION STANDARDS £420.00
. I STANDARD POLES 48,00
WALE. for price list ks tan
SWAGGER STICKS, CHROME & BLACK 24 £1300
. LAPEL BADGES: r F r [
LancaShlre RA GREEN BERET £200 /) \ ‘ r 5
PARA RED BERET 200 h r ' . e '
Embrotder PARA CAP BADGE £200 -
y PEGASUS 1942 - 1999 COMMEMORATIVE LAPEI PEUGEOT
BADGE £200
BRASS CAR GRILL BADGES £10.00
& InSgniliB gl | s onon v - MILITARY SALES
SGTSICPLS GOLD CHEVRONS FROM  §400
h"()" gle-v‘l'”‘it“!’ “‘l GILT PARATIESLIDES 450
Park Northpdivikzby, GILT 29 COMMANDO RA TIE SLIDES €450
A . REGIMENTAL FRIDGE MAGNETS £200
Liverpool L33 7 SA. REGIMENTAL KEY RINGS e
; k =1 =R SAM BROWNES 400
Phone: 0151-546 5161 One off BLAZER BADGES a speciality at no extra
- 5 71-54¢ 2 charge. SEND FOR FREE LISTS
Fax: 013 1 54) 1128, 11 Dalehe .IIII| Drive, Shaw, Oldham, Lancs OL2 8JT.
Ielephone Fax: 01706 846648
E-Mail: salesia thegoldwirebadge.co.uk
I\\ll\.lht,_l}hl“]l’l|}JdLL.L(l.llk

INJURED ON DUTY | B
IW THE LAST 3 YEARS‘, For your free information pack on how to purchase a

: Y p L o
vou M “ NTITLED TO COMPENSATION new Peugeot at special conce;smn tax free and tax paid prices
; Call Colin Clubley:

>w MOD Personnel have almost Sales Hotline: 01980 653434

'same pights as civilian employees Fax: 01980 654256
ect to taking full instructions

ALL BASSI{A.
SOL1

www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk

Complete legal advice for Servict
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EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Full colour brochure,  T-shirts, sweatshirts,

polos, sportswear & much more
Free embroidery proof. No set up charge. Quick delivery.

SPECIAL OFFERS TO HM FORCES (INC. FREE T-SHIRTS)

Banana Moon Workshop

Wide range of garments. ~ Low minimum order.

=& Joy’s Roses
7 & Flowers

To show you have your loved one in mind. Congratulations/
Birthdavs/Anniversaries/ Births. Sent to any address in UK & NI only

SOMEONE SOMEWHERE IS WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOL
BOUQUET ~ ROSES RED or YELLOW or PINK + GYPS & FERNS

o . . (12 Blooms}) ........ SRS 2
Competitive prices — embroidered polos from £6, BOUQUET — ROSES RED or YELLOW or PINK + GYPS & FERNS

i 4 (24 Blooms) .. crnsmenres £19.00

swealts £8, t-shirts £4.40 BOUQUET - Inc. ROSES & MIXED FLOWERS & FERN etc. (30 BI0omS) ............ E18.50

BOUQUET — FREESIA & FERNS (40 Blooms) .

BOUQUET - Inc. ROSES & MIXED FLOWERS & FEHN etc \50 8|DGITIS)

A

oo £15.00
.. £20.00

PLEASE NOTE - THE FLOWERS IN THE SPECIALS BOX FOR CHRISTMAS ARE ONLY
48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford BD11 2JX FLOWERS BEING SENT OUT FOR ARRIVAL CHRISTMAS WEEK
Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524 [ORNIR FARIV F e S -
|(ORDER EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
www.bananamoon.co.uk
BOUQUET ~ LONG LASTING RED CARNATIONS & GOLD FOLIAGE (15 Blooms) ..... £18.00
BOUQUET - LONG LASTING RED CARNATIONS & GOLD FOLIAGE (30 Blooms) ... £30.00
3 oy BOUQUET - LONG LASTING WHITE CARNATIONS & GOLD FOLIAGE
5 (15 Blooms) ......... wssinsinenss £18.00
i, FO rces and BOUQUET - LONG LASTING WHITE CARNATIONS & GOLD FOLIAGE
5 (30 Blooms) ........ .... £30.00
i | BOUQUET- LONG LASTING RED CARNATIONS & 20 FREESIA & FOLIAGE
| (15 Blooms)........ ... £18.50
EX S eer ce Pe rs Onnel BOUQUET - MIXED FLOWERS inc. RED ROSES & FOLIAGE (30 Blooms) .......... £18.50
| BOUQUET - MIXED FLOWERS inc. RED ROSES & FOLIAGE (50 Blooms) ........... £20.00
5 | BOUQUET - FREESIA & FERNS (40 Blooms) . S ...£15.00

'WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?
| CAUSED BY SERVICE

" ALSO INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE
AND PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

COMPENSATION

ALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS! |
FREEPHONE
0500 22 20 22 NOW!

HOTLINE: 01481 246708 17 o

ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED/POSTAL ORDERS/CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO: 3

Joy’s Roses & Flowers,Flamingo, \

St Sampsons,Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 246708  Fax: (01481) 243406

| WINDSOR MEDAL
. MOUNTING SERVICES

SHOP AT SOLMART
ERITISH £ RN Y

TTON

Miniature medals supplied
and mounted from £10.00 - psp OLLEC
Full size medals mounted =
from £3.50 each +pép
Loose miniature medais

supplied from £5.00 . psp
f MEDALS MOUNTED
PROFESSIONALLY NOT GLUED

TEL: 07786073060
3 WELLS COURT, LINCOLN LN1 2GY

= Coo 9 www. soldiermaqazlne co.uk

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER
Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock

Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

JM.BICKERTON

Manufiacturing Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
Callers at our showroom welcome
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
E.mail jmb @regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS

SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY
AND PRINTING

n, . Tee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos

¢\ Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
Base Ball Hats -;';!.'
Detaile Fram
Nottingham Screen Prints. 10, Park Road.
ﬁ Woodthorpe. Notttingham. NGE 4HR

Tel: 0115 9676262 Fax: 0115 9263559
E Mail: nottmsp@tesco.net

VISTA TIES

POLO SHIRTS CAPS & BADGES

T-SHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
JACI{HR ULPS B&DGES

RAMC
9ct gold £140

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply
your existing tie or design you a new one.

Please send us a picture of your badge
or cy pher and we will post a free coloured

visual with a quotation.......OVER 300
DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK

VISTA TIES

28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

.
*

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

V]
TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS :

INCLUDES i

_:H day Make or

B 48 hr EXPRESS l’*

Lowest prices

B Best jit

& Highest quality

B Best payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areas
Tel01449 614602 Fax01449 614604 |

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable

5 TOMO

BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 SAY

LOST

FUL LSI?F & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
I'rafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H 7THA
Tel: 020 7930 1979 Fax: 020 7930 1152
www.rdhmedals.com  E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com
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—— s :
The Eastern Service Medal
. f
i This superb die-struck commemorative medal is available in
- full size and miniatureto all who served in Near, Middle and Far East.
" Send s.a.e. for vour application form today.
& DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961, Bromsgrove B61 8LA

Commemorative medals are not official but may be obtained as a

souvenir/keepsake. They should not be worn by serving personnel
with/alongside British official decorations/ medals/honours.

24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE FREEPHONE: 0800 328 4348

THE FOREIGN

SERVICE MEDAL EMBROIDERED BADGES|| EMBROIDERED GARMENTS || TIES, CAPS & T-SHIRTS
- e * Fantastic Quality » Min. Qty just 50 = Fast * Polo’s, « All items made to
3/4 Weeks Delivery * Free Origination 100+ Sweats, and YOUR design
ha i Full range of * First Class quality
A \ L Leisurewear » « Fully guaranteed
e | A N Free design » Friendly service
m / e s Origination for « FREE ADVICE
e ] G £\ 24+ (any
= combination) =
All er\r%:midered
with YOUR Motif
or Logo * Up to
R mw% ’ ety
EST. 1980. BEST - QUALITY included at No
- SERVICE - PRICES Extra Cost

WE ALSO SUPPLY:
* Printed T-shirts
*» Enamel Badges

Portkil Bd\ Kil

» Wire Blazer Badges
* Golf Umbrellas
* Club and Corporate Ties

For application form, send a 8.A.E 1o:
RVICE COMMEMORATIVES
P.0O.Box 4, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10 3ZT

MOFFATS SCHOOL

for BOYS & GIRLS 4t0 13
A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families
@ Most of our pupils are full boarders
® Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress
o Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs
o Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama
o All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds
o Our own escorts to and from major stations and all UK airports
@ Hospitality and fun for children in half-terms and exeats
o Affordable fees for Service personnel

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewdley
Wores DY12 3AY

BEST NEW-CAR DISCOUNTS

Tel: (01299) 841230

www.ACEsales.co.uk
12 Whitehall, Lidlington, Beds. MK43 ORS

For the very best deals
Call: (UK) 01525 406 206
Fax: 01525 403 999
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ENSIGN MOTIFS C ensig

/ensignmo

COSTELL:

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 020 8478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631

UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Ilford Essex 1G1 4BS

PHOENIX C.PLTD

Tel: 07050 - 252069
Professional Bodyguard Training

Email: admin@phoenixcp.com  Web: www.phoenixcp.com

v Reputable & Realistic Training - No Bull, Beastings or Irrelevant Content.

v Ex 22 SAS, RMP, Police & Other Instructors with Authentic Credentials.

+ Training Designed to Maximise Employment Potential & Match Client
Requirements

« Fully Inclusive CP Career Transition / Resettlement Package (Hereford).

v CP Career Fact Finding Seminars (Birmingham).

v CP Medical Refresher / Re-qualification Course.

v CP Tactical Firearms Course (USA).

The Association of £ b,
Police and Public §
v CV Production / Customisation & Career Support. : b ":lﬁg

Phoenix C.P. Ltd, Forum House, Stirling Rd, Chichester, W/Sussex PO19 7DN

Security Suppliers
v Advice Regarding Employment Opportunities. oo




CLASSIFIEDS
____PENPALS |

Wendy, (31), 5’1", slim brunette with
brown eyes. Enjoys pubs, football
matches, listening to music and eating
out. Seeking pen pals, 28-48, P200

Pauline, (47), 6’, slim brunette.
Enjoys gardening, gym, youth hostelling
and holistic therapies. Seeking lonely
soldiers to write to, 40+. P201
Trish, 5°9", slim blonde with
blue/green eyes. Enjoys music,
socialising, films, reading, history,
chilling out and having a laugh. Seeking
pen pals with similar interests. P202

Emmeline, sceks male pen pals with an
evil sense of humour. Forces only
please, home or abroad. A singer-
songwriter, into Indie-rock, advanced
canoeing and the outdoors. Looking to
make some good friends, so reliable,
genuine lads only reply. P203

Sam, (39), 5’4", medium build with
light brown hair. Enjoys fast cars,
Formula 1, fun, exciting nights out and
quiet nights in. Seeking pen pals with a
broad sense of humour, 35-45.

P204

Martina, (44), 5’4", with long
brown/fair hair. Divorced with grown-
up children, two of whom are partners
of soldiers. Enjoys clubs, pubs, cinema
and spending weekends away from
home. Would like to hear from soldiers,
30-45 who find her ad appealing. P205

Sharon, (34), looking for a rough and
ready action man, must have a great
sense of humour, movable parts, own
hair and teeth an advantage. P206

Melica, (23), 5’3", with brown hair
and brown eyes. Enjoys reading,
writing, watching TV/films, pubs, some
clubs, playing pool, football and playing
games online. A special needs assistant.
Secking pen pals of any age group will
reply to all letters. P207

Beverley, (44), 5’8", with fair/blonde
hair and blue eyes. Secking male
soldiers who are around the same age
for friendship and maybe more.  P208

Sue, (38), 5°10", slim with fair hair and
green eyes. Enjoys cycling, badminton,
travelling, music, cinema, fashion,
cooking, old pubs, sightseeing and
writing letters. Seeking pen pals of any
age group. Will reply to all letters
received P209

Sarah, (36), 5’4", with red/brown hair
and blue eyes. Enjoys cooking, home
life, eating out, cinema, DIY and
reading. Single working mum seeking
pen pals with similar interest and
GSOH, 32-45. P212

Catherine, (25), 5’8", with fair hair.
Enjoys music, walking, nights out, art &
crafts and gardening. Single parent
seeking pen pals, 25+. P210

Pauline, (49), 5’2", small/med build
with straight blonde hair and green eyes.
Enjoys dancing, music, yoga, cinema,
theatre, painting (paint and pencil),
socialising and holidays. Kind, honest
and reliable seeking sincere pen pals,
45-55. P211

Chloe, 5’4", slim build with short dark
hair, dark eyes, pierced lip and tanned.
Enjoys clubs, films, favourite films are
The Green Mile and Monsters Inc.
Studied animal care for two years and
hopes to follow in the industry. Seeking
pen pals of any age group. P222

Maria, (40), 5’7", blonde with blue
eyes. Enjoys cooking, swimming, dress
making, 60s and 70s music, cinema,
eating out or nights in. GSOH, seeking
pen pals, 35+, P13

Neil, single male mid thirdes, 5°10",
fair hair and green eyes. Ten years ex-
service member now in TA. Enjoys
walking, team sports, football, movies,
cinema, nights out, good food and up
for adventure. Seeking pen pals of any
age group. P214

Karen, (39), 5’5", with brown hair and
brown eyes. Enjoys keeping fit, walking,
taking photos, shopping, cinema,
theatre and loves animals. Seeking pen
pals, 38-45. P215

Paula, (33), 5’2", blonde with hazel
eyes. Enjoys pubs, clubs, eating out and
socialising. Single mum of 2 seeking pen
pals, 28-38, P216

Gabrielle, (29), good looking, tanned,
down-to-earth and fun to be with.
Enjoys varied music taste, clubs,
socialising, homelife and travelling.
Seeking genuine, easygoing pen pals
with GSOH, 22+, P217

Angie, (42), 4'11", with short fair hair
and green eyes. Enjoys listening to
music, going out with friends, reading,
writing letters, cinema and theatre.
Divorced with two children, 13 and 16.
Seeking pen pals, 25-45. P218

Susan, (45), attractive blonde
graduate, with a son in the Army.
Enjoys antiques, Cordon bleu cooking,
eating out, cat lover, fast cars and good
clothes. Would like to hear from male
pen pals with compatible interests and
GSOH, 43-49. P219

April, (32), 5’6", attractive bubbly
blonde. Enjoys outdoor activities,
horse riding, cycling, socialising,
swimming, movies and eating out.
Seeking fit and interesting soldiers 6ft
plus, 27-35 P221

BOOKS

Keep in step, with A SOLDIER’S
POCKET BOOK. Great value for
money. A ‘must have’ for your kit. Price
£7.50. See www.milpkbk.co.uk or email:
sales@milpkbk.co.uk. Telfax 01964
542878. Military Pocket Books, PO
Box 28, Beverley HU17 5L.A 12/02

FREE MILITARY catalogues/books
wanted. Will collect. Marine & Cannon
Books, Sandowne, Tiverton Heath,
Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9HN. Tel:
01829 732524, 03/05/07/09/11-02
Comical book about the author’s two
years National Service in the Signals.
The book called "England’s Last Hope"
is illustrated by cartoons and is a laugh a
minute. Great for a GIFT or just a good
read. The price of £9.99 includes
postage & packing. Please send cheque
to Louis Samuels, 20 Richmond Close,
Whitefield, Manchester M45 TPW. Tel.
0161 766 3761. 1102

THE COLONIAL NEW ZEALAND
WARS by Ryan and Parham.
Published New Zealand 2002, This
excellent 237 page pictorial history of
the Maori Wars 1845-7 and 1860-72
(containing 75 colour plates and 290
illustrations) has now been reprinted
and is available at £28.99 including
P&P in the UK. only from (at time of
press) KSMHB, 15 Bodiam Avenue,
Bexhill, Sussex, TN40 2LS. Tel. 01424
217156. 11102

BUSINESS OPPS

Are you ready for EurExcel?
Supplement your Forces income or
pension. Independent Representatives
required throughout Europe. 0800 542
2014 www.excelwithus.co.uk 01/03

FREE TEST SHOTS TAKEN ON
GUYS by London photographer.
Can lead to £100 cash for 2 hours
work by successful applicants. Call
Mike Arlen 0207 373 1107 for more
details, 11/02

Leaving or thinking of leaving the
Armed Services, start your own
army surplus business. Excellent
business opportunities for people
who want to succeed. Send SAE for
more info to P.O. Box 26413,
Glasgow, G74 3YY. 11/02

Permanent income opportunity.
Part or full time. Activity related
earnings - £50 to £5,000 monthly —
home based. Full back-up from
established British PLC. Tel. 0208 328
7954 for information pack or
www.goldengoose.org.uk 01/03

Off shore jobs. £22,000-£60,000 P.A.
No experience necessary as full
training provided. For more info send
SAE to P.O. Box 5318, Glasgow, G74
3X]. 12/02

BECOME A SELF EMPLOYED
LOCKSMITH. Why not train for a
rewarding future? If you are looking for
a change in lifestyle, then this is the
course for you! Be in control of your
future and earnings. We are now taking
bookings for our popular two day
professionally structured courses which
include weekends. Leave with all the
skills to start immediately as a
Locksmith, (excl. safes) we train both
sexes and age is no barrier. Please
phone 01793 877079 for free
prospectus. 12/02

i

FOR SALE

'
MILITARY MATTERS
HAND EMBROIDERED GOLD WIRE
BLAZER BADGES & HAND PAINTED
WALL PLAQUES (select any Regiment or Corps)

BERETS (ANY COLOUR), SAM BROWNES,
SWORD KNOTS & BAGS, EPAULETTE
SLIDES & BOARDS, TIES (REGIMENT, CORPS
OR ASSOCIATION)

Should there be any item you require which is not
mentioned, please contact us, and we will
endeavour to help, as we are unable to list all the
products in our portfolio. Whether you are buying
for yourself, or a loved one, we will be happy to give
BURN BANK LODGE, BURN BANK, GREENFIELD,
SADDLEWORTH, OLDHAM OL3 7LT
TEL: 01457 877010 FAX: 01457 878499
EMAIL: houghton.bailey@btinternet.com

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2. Castle
Armoury Dept. 10, PO Box 312, Dover
CT16 3QP. 12/02

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES
AND MEDALS. 3 x lst stamps for
list. Many scarce. Anthony Webb, 84,
Merritt Road, Greatstone, Kent
TN28 8SZ 12/02

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring for
information/brochure.  Telfax: 01380
828382. Website www.peterhicks.com
and email: sales(@peterhicks.com 1202

Free 2002 catalogue for those in the
Forces. Dragon Supplies offers
essential military kit at superb prices!
Telephone: 01473 822495. 12/02

Quality makers of pipe band &
uniform accessories hand-
embroidered badges Irish & Scottish
family crest pipe banners, sashes,
regimental banners & standards in bullion
wire at rock bottom prices. ISO 9002
certified. Topflyz Industries 21/414 Majid
Pura, Sialkot 51310/Pakistan. Tel: +92
432 580913 Fax: +92 432 588547 email:
topflyzi@skt.comsats.net.pk 02/03

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to
all British publishers, artists and
dealers. Send (4 for Edition 9,
2,500-item catalogue (incl 35+ SAS).
Cheques payable to G Jennings-
Bramly. 5 Feversham Road, Salisbury
SP1 3PP. Phone: 01722 328523, Visit
www.militaryfinearts.com 12/02

MILITARY WATCHES, BRITISH,
SWISS, GERMAN. Superb, used by
Special Forces. Caralogues 3 x 1st stamps.
‘AWMW”, 84 Merritt Road. Greatstone,
KentTIN28 8SZ 0203

Army Cap Badges and military
cigarette cards. Send SAE plus 80p
for lists. Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm
Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HU11 4RQ. 1202

e e s e s e sk e e e e e ke e e ke sk e ke ke e ke ek ok e de e

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Sweer, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£11.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £19. Website address:
www.militarymarketing.co.uk  Email:

mmisales@militarymarketing.co.uk 1202
e e e e e e e e e e ke e e e sk ek s e de e e e e ek

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
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Good quality jumpers in regimental
colours and other military gifts. For
further information please call 020 7520
9212 or email: inflasmartturnout.co.uk
or www.smartturnout.co.uk 0203
Black and brown brogues, loafers,
cavalry boots and chukka boots in
leather and suede. For further
information please call 020 7520 9212
or email: inf@smartturnout.co.uk or
www.smartturnout,co,uk 02/03
Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2, for list
to: Cairncross (Dept 8), 31 Belle Vue
Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. Website
address www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

12/02

Regimental ties, badges, cuff links,
tie slides, enamelled sets — over 400
regiments available, bow ties and
cummerbunds also in stock
www. TieNet.co.uk 0103

Light infantry mess dress. Jacket,
trousers and cummerbund. Very small
fitting, 36 chest, 28 waist. £100 ono.
07812580164, 11/02

BRITISH ARMY POSTCARDS.
Superb uniform paintings. SAE for
catalogue and sample. Geoff White, 19
Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol,
BS48 3BN. 11/02

MILITARY SURPLUS - ALL
NEW! Rucksacks, packs, clothing,
accessories. Exciting stuff! Catalogue 3
x Ist stamps, ‘AWMS’' 84 Merritt
Road, Greatstone, Kent, TN28 8SZ.

12/02

HOLIDAYS

Florida, Westridge, Davenport.
Five-bedroom, three-bathroom villa
with pool. Private gated community,
tennis, golf, and volleyball. Sleeps up to
12. 15 minutes from Disney. From
£500 pw. Visit www.villasarina.co.uk
Email: enquiries(@villasarina.com or
call 020 8519 6854. 12/02

FLORIDA, Kissimmee, Orlando,
three-bedroom, two bathroom, villa
with own private heated pool. Sleeps
up to eight, 15 mins Disney. From
£325 per week, Call 01440-707176.
Email: ladypea200@aol.com  Web:
www.floridavilla.com 15/03

Florida villa to rent, 4 miles from
Disneyworld, three bedroom, fully
furnished air conditioned home on
private estate with three pools, tennis,
fitness room etc on site. From £295 pw.
Phone 01628 475098. 11/02

SPAIN outside Malaga bed and
breakfast villa ideal for walking, house
hunting, relaxation, swimming pool
and Sky television. All dates available.
Telephone: 0034 669 522 107/0034
620 339 343 ex-forces. 12/02

STAGS & HENS

”N/—\TIOI\IWI DE_

0810 2000 6969
I Ol VEBSITE:
r.eclipseleisure.com
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ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT: TEL: 01252 347352 or EMAIL: advertising@soldiermagazine.co.uk

BARBADOS The best wvalue
holiday villa on the gold coast! Sleeps
up to seven. Available to rent all year
round, with housekeeper and catering.
E-mail chbaileyone@aol.com for
details. 01/03

SOUTH AFRICA, Sedgefield, Garden
Route. Spacious self-catering cottage. All
mod cons. Ideal central base to tour the
Garden Route. Contact Andy Nortje Tel:
002744 3431261 or email:
birdcottage@mweb.co.za 02/03

2003 Butlins family holidays from
£150 per week. Web:
www.anettesholidays.co.uk Email:
Anette(@anettesholidays.co.uk 1102

Florida, Disney, 3/4/5 bedroom,
stunning pool homes on prestigious
estates. ten minutes Disney, discounted
rates, car hire and attraction ticket
available. Tel. 01634 352143, email:
kimmart@blueyonder.co.uk 11/03

HEROES OF TELEMARK. 60-year
anniversary "Sabotage Action" on the
hydro-electric  plant at  Rjukan
Telemark Norway, 27 February 2
March  2003. Brian Desmond
Destination Setesdal Tel:
004737930125 004790140857 Email:
briandes(@ frisurf.no 11202

Charity Commission
Reference: SM/243620/AFC
The combined fund of the former
York & Lancaster Regiment &
The Hallamshire Battalion
The Charity Commission has made a
Scheme to amend the trusts of this
charity/these charities.
A copy ca t month at

ORS, 32 WILKIN-
T FIELD, S10 2GB
or can be obtamed by sending a stamped
addressed envelope to The Charity Com-
mission, Woodfield House, Tangier, Taunton,
Somerset, TA1 4BL, quoting the above
reference or visiting our website at
http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk

FOR THE SERVICE COMMUNITY

Accountant/Tax practitioner. Expert
advice and help on all aspects of
accounts preparation taxation and
tax/VAT rerurns. Friendly competitive
service. Free consultation 01273
832578 including evenings and
weekends. 12/02

INSURANCE FOR SOLDIERS -
MOTOR AND HOUSE. Call: Roy
Chandler on 0870 220 1971 or Fax
0870 220 1972 for personal service and
quotations. 06/03
QUALITY HORSE RACING
INFORMATION. Daily updates from
seasoned professional, call now 0906
6421219. Calls cost £1.00 per minute
at all dmes. Baytree Racing, Baytree
Villa, Clifton Road, Shefford, Beds,
SG17 5AE 1102

££f  ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS £££

14 SEPT. 2002
18T - (673 runs, £4,500): Spr BP
Evans, 32 Engr Regt, Hohne
1st — (673 runs, £4,500): Sgt GT
Sherry, 26 Regt RA, Gutersloh
3rd - (670 runs, £2,000): Sgt MW
Clowes, 160 (Wales) Bde, Brecon

— (665 runs, £1,450): WO2 BJ
Marley, 28 Engr Regt, Hamein

- (665 runs, £1,450): WO2 S
Spafford, 5 Trg Regt RLC,
Grantham

- (641 runs, £1,000): Fus JF
Lediard, 1 RRF, Celle

— (639 runs, £700): LCpl GJ
Roberts, 34 Fd Hosp

— (636 runs, £250): Capt RM
Doliczny, HQ TSC (G), Sennelager

- (636 runs, £250): WO1 GM
Green, RDG, Munster
8th — (636 runs, £250): Sgt MB
Kenny, 158 Pro Coy RMP, Bulford
8th — (636 runs, £250): Cpl AS
Ohara, 3 (UK) Div Sig Regt, Bulford

With effect 21 September 02 the
lottery has returned to football
result. Results are based on foot-
ball results in accordance with
the rules, the only exception
being that, if on 21 September,
Rule 10 applied (No prize of £50
or more), results were based on
the cricket scores from 14 Sep-
tember.

21 Sept 2002

2-way tie for 1st Place (19 Goals,
£4,500 each)

Sgt JF Nicholson, 2 RTR, Falling-
bostel; Maj SEJ Redman, QRH,
Sennelager

10-way tie for 3rd Place (18 Goals,
£760.00 each)

Cfn LT Campbell, 5 Bn REME, Cat-
terick; SSgt M Dukes, 1 R lrish,
Canterbury; WO1 MA Lawrence,
106 Regt RA (V). Pte RSS
McCann, Army Foundation Coll,
Harrogate; Lt Col DJ Norton, HQ 4
Div, Aldershot,

WO2 NB Pritchard, HQ DEME (A),
Arborfield; Cfn JT St Pierre, 16
Signal Regt, Krefeld, Capt PP
Thacker, RDG, Munster; Cpl FP
Valentine, Army Foundation Coll,
Harrogate; Capt BWD Whishaw, 36
Engr Regt, Maidstone

With effect 21 September 02 the
Lottery has returned to football
results.

28 Sept 2002
22-way tie for 1st Place (23 Goals,
£754.55 each)

LCpl LJ Ashton, KRH, Tidworth;
WO2 D Bagnall, 151 Sp Regt RLC
(V); LCpl JP Black, QRH, Sen-
nelager; Cpl JJ Carr, MRS Dheke-
lia; Sgt PRS Carrington, 16 Signal
Regt, Rheindahlen; WO2 IS Day,
Royal Army of Oman, BFPO 747;
SSgt GR Egglestone, 3 RHA
Hohne; LCpl JJ Flood, 22 Engr

g}‘ Andover; Cpl BW Heltyar 3

E Regt, Minley; SSat JR

Hutchinson, SEME, Bordon; Cfn
SA Jenkins, SEME, Bordon' Sgt
AD Lamb, 9 Regt AAC Dishbrlh
LCpl SD Leigh, 1 GS Regt RLC,
Gutersloh; 1 NPG Mott, ITc

Catterick; WO2 KL Rolfe, Camp
Comdt (AD), London; W01 R

Smith, 2 Bn F!EME Falli ;
Capt PF Talbot-King, rgks &
Larkhill Garrison; LCpl DE Thrower,
9 Sup Regt RLC, Chippenham; Pte
GA Veale, 8 CS Coy REME, Colch-
ester; Capt PJ Ward, 1 RRF, Celle

05 October 2002

3-way fie for 1st Place (24 Goals,

£3,666.67 each)

Pta K Al , 1 KORBR, Episkopi;
Fletoher UKSU SHAPE;

CfnJMGuess.ZSFlogtFlA Guter-

sloh;

11-way tie for 4th Place (23 Goals,

£509.09 each)

CSgt SM Bateman, ITC Warmin-

ster; Sgt WA Burton, FI Admin Unit,

Falkland Islands; Lt Col PR Butler,

Sennybridge Trg Area, Brecon;

Maj MK Cannon, RMCS, Shriven-

ham; Sgt P Giles, 1 CSMR, Mun-

ster;

Sgt JFJ Hill, 10 Tpt Regt RLC,
Colchester; LBdr S Holmes, 22
Regt RA, Kirton in Lindsey; LCpl
JM Lee, 2 Trg Regt AAC, Middle
Wallop; Pte IM Mccann, 1 RS, Bal-
lykelly; Capt JJ McMenamin, UKSU
Heidelberg; Capt MJ Moore, 32
Regt RA, Larkhill.

12 OCTOBER 2002

Owing to the non-participation of
Premiership clubs on 12 October
2002 the following Third and Con-
ference clubs take their places on
the lines shown:

28 Boston, 29 Bristol Rovers, 31
Carlisle, 32 Chester, 33 Darlington,
37 Dc>m:asttar':.ml ‘ ngeafgimravamnd. 2
Hartlef , 8 A

Orient, 8 Lincoln, 9 Macdmm:
10 Morecambe, 11 Northwich V, 13
Oxford, 20 Southport, 21 Swansea,
22 Torquay, 24 Yeovil, 25 York.

SPORTS

TPree / A()wnwreé
SKYDIVING

COURSES
IN FLORIDA

. (772) 388 0550.- M (772) 561 4468
Email:skydiveMik@aol.com www.fladventures.com

WANTED

A pair of Northern Ireland patrol boots
size 8 or 9. Cash waiting, must be genuine.
Phone Rob : Swansea 01792 791842, ring
after 5.30 pm. 1102

RLC: Wanted, ladies SGTS mess i
dress size 12. 5ft 11" CASH PAID.

Email chrisprice66@hotmail.com 1102

SHOP AT SOLMART
ERITISH £FNY

COLLECTION




Reunion and searchline notices also appear on our websi

SEARCHLINE

Junior Leaders, Royal Signals, Kohima and
Iron Troops intake 1991-92, reunion planned.
Contact DEANSTUARTOWEN@aol.com or
look at http://members.lycos.co.uk/junior
leadersreunion

Pte SE21463 Henry Johns RAVC was a
member of 9th Mobile Veterinary Corps
attached to the Royal Scots Greys during
Second World War. His grandson seeks a his-
tory of the units at that time and photographs
of his grandfather. Contact Brian Jones, 10
McConnell Lane, Newmarket, Ontario, Canada
L3Y 7M1 or brian.jonesé @sympatico.ca

Anyone who recalls Leslie Frank Tett, ex-
Commando No 4, who served with Special
Forces in Normandy and later in North Africa,
is asked to contact his daughter Linda Gray,
143, Arundel Drive, Carleton, Lancs FY6 7TZ.

Association of Ammunition Technicians is
looking for more members, both serving and
retired. For details call Paul on 01235 513371.

Ardennes Platoon, A Coy, RAOC, Appren-
tices’ College, Deepcut from June 1983. For
details of 20th reunion planned for next year,
contact lan (Jock) Brown at ian96 @aol.com

All ex-68 Sqn RCT reunion 2003 see website
http://communities.msn.com/68sqnrct

Steve Hooker, who was at Bulford in 1975, is
asked to contact Mark Neal on 07967266208
or mark@7tfive.co.uk

2 Bn London Irish Rifles, H Coy, 1943-44
Italy: Information and photos sought, particu-

larly any concerning the then CSM J Long.
Contact G Long on 07980 541809.

Leslie H Freedman, 128 Light Field Amb
(attached 32nd Guards Brigade) during the
Second World War, is keen to hear from
anyone else who was there. 1111 Montezuma
Drive, Bradenton, Florida, 34209 USA.

Phil (Fred) Rogers and other Firth Park
Comp, Sheffield, school pals of Stephen
Davies ask him to contact them for news of
school reunion, phil@killamarsh.fslife.co.uk

Any news of John Edward Southwell, RAOC
and Horncastle, Lincs, 1960s to foxysouth
well867 @ hotmail.com

Any news of Sandra Rolt, ex-Cpl PTI HMS
Tamar, Hong Kong 1984 is sought by ex-
Leading Seaman Don Russell (HMAS Stal-
wart), donald.russell @defence.gov.au

www.palacebarracksmemorialgarden.org
website showing memorials to those who lost
their lives in Northen Ireland, the Falklands
and other locations.

Far East Veterans’ Association for all ex-
Service men and women who served in the
Far East from the Second World War until the
handover of Hong Kong. Details of nearest
branch from Mr J R Bavister, 93 Westmorland
Avenue, Luton, Beds LU3 2PS.

Ex-18 Field Regiment RA, Hong Kong who
remember Phil Appleby are asked to contact
him at 8 Lindisfarne Road, Priestfields, Mid-
dlesborough TS3 OHZ.

APPOINTMENTS

Senior appointments

Lt Gen: K O’'Donoghue to be Dep Chief Def
Staff (Health), Oct 02; A P Ridgway to be
Chief of Defence Intelligence, Mar 03.

Maj Gen: A A J R Cumming to be UK Co-ord
for Kosovo Prot Corps, Sep 02; J H T Short to
be COS Jt HQ (North) Stavanger, May 03; P G
Williams to be Head of Nato Liaison Mission
Moscow, May 03; RV Brims to be Deputy
Chief Jt Ops (Ops), May 03.

Other appointments

Brigadiers: A H M MacMillan to be COS Def
Ed Trg Agency, Sep 19; P C Cort to be Dir
Tech DGES (Land), Aug 21; R A P Cary to be
Comd 43 (Wessex) Bde, Sep 2; A P Farquhar
to be Comd MND(SW), Sep 2; N C Jackson to
be Dir Comd & Battlespace Management/J6,
Sep 2; R |1 B Rickard to be Comd REME Trg
Gp and Comd Arborfield Gar, Sep 2; DAH
Shaw to be Comd 15 (NE) Bde, Sep 2; JE
Thomson to be Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde, Aug 28.

Colonels: M H G Croft, Regtl Col RE, Sep
16; A M Hood, DCOS 2 Div, Sep 16; P Lodge,
Comd Combat Engr Sch RSME, Sep 16; HH
McNinch, Chief Staff Officer (Land Logs) HQ
RM, Sep 18; H D Allfrey, Asst Dir of Studies
Staff Cse Div RMCS Shrivenham, Sep 2; M H
Auchinlek, Def and Mil Attache Ankara, Sep 2.

| Brooks, Principal Dental Offr 5 Region
DDA, Sep 4; M P Carter, Dir C Div Jt Ser
Comd & Staff Coll, Aug 27; 1| Cameron-Mowatt,
Head of Advisory Unit for Sy & Justice UNMIK,

Aug 28; P Chaganis, Asst Dir Trained Pers-Def
Sec Care Agency, Aug 27; P M Davies, Comd
12 (Air Sp) Engr Bde, Aug 26; M C Frostick,
Dir Al Hussein Project, Aug 19; N St J Hall, Mil-
itary Attache UK to the UN, Aug 19.

M G Hickson, Comd Log Sp 1 (UK) Armd
Div, Aug 19; C J W Nelson, Col Army Estate
Plans, Aug 27; S D Rowland-Jones, DCOS
HQ Dir Army Aviation, Aug 19; A C Sheppard,
ACOS Engineer HQ Germany/Netherlands
High Readiness Force, Aug 26;J N E Watson,
ACOS G1 HQ Spanish High Readiness Force,
Aug 26; P R C Flach, Asst Dir (Army) Def
Exports Service Org, Sep 30; J C Sims, Dir
Central Writing Team JSCSC, Sep 30.

Lt Cols: S J D Absolon RA, to PJHQ (UK),
Aug 27; B P Clesham RGR to UNAMSIL, Sep
27; P C Dyer RLC to LARO, Aug 12; RJC
Eaton RDG to HQ MND (SW), Jan 13; RJ
Jordan WFR to JDCC, Sep 23; C E Kitchen,
Gren Gds to JSCSC. Aug 12; S J May RTR to
DCEE, Aug 30; G H F Nickerson SG to HQ
ISAF, Jul 8; HC Northam AAC to HQ
MND(SW), Jul 17; G G Orcheston-Findlay to
JSU Northwood, Feb 2.

R J Rider RE to BLO Germany, Nov 11; R P
Sartain LI to HRF (TU), Aug 29; E A Smyth-
Osbourne LG to HQLland, Sep 2; CRM
Stagg, Scots DG to HQ Fd Army, Sep 1; KP
Stratford-Wright RE to HQ ARRC, Aug 19; D P
Turner AAC to DLD, May 20; S A B Ward QDG
to DASD, Jun 1; N Welch RGBW to JSCSC Aug
27;1 R Woodbridge, 9/12L to NDC, Aug 28.

RADC WOs’ and Sgts’ Past and Present
Dinner Club: To ensure you are contacted to
join the 2003 dinner, please pass your details
to SSgt Anderson, Dental Centre, Evelyn
Woods Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2LS.
Phone 01252 347870 or send e-mail to
ordsgt@milnet.uk.net

David Welsh, ex-15/19 King’s Royal Hus-
sars 1961-70, would like to hear from old
mates, receive news of the unit’s recent histo-
ry and hear about reunions being planned.
Reply to prune.bloom@btopenworld.com

Calling Ex-6 Armd Wksp, Munster 1985-92,
reunion planned for early 2003. Details from
russell.heatley @btopenworld.com

Squad 90, Int Corps, 22nd anniversary of
enlistment reunion planned for April 2003.Past
or serving members should apply for details to
WO2 Jez Tippett, HQ SMIU (NI), BFPO 825 or
JeremyOtter@aol.com

George Brawn, who did his National Service
with the Buffs 1955-57 in Wuppertal, Ger-
many, is sought by ex-pal Paul Dupont, who
lives in Australia. Any news please via derek
bull@ntlworld.com

“Duke of Earl”, ex-Sgt Earl, RAOC attached
to REME, served in Wainwright, Canada
1982, sought by Chuck and Lana Reece, ex-
Canadian forces on reece45@rogers.com

Ex-members of 210 Signal Squadron, 24 Inf
Bde, Kahawa Barracks, Kenya 1961-64 are
asked to contact Ray Gill, now living in North
Wales at moray@gillm.fslife.co.uk

ASSISTANCE TO AUTHORS

2nd South Lancs Regiment: Prolific military
author researching material for a new book
would like to hear from anyone who has knowl-
edge of (or served in) the 2nd Battalion, The
South Lancashire Regiment between 1940
and 1945.

He is particularly interested in those who
went on to serve in the 13th Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment. Please write to Charles
Whiting, 11 St Olave’s Road, York YO30 7AL.

BBC Dublin journalist wishes to make contact
with Pte John Larter, ex-Royal Anglian Regi-
ment, from Suffolk; LCpl Howard Bancroft,
ex-16/5 Lancers, from Nottingham; and Tpr
Walter Edwards, from Shropshire, for assis-
tance in documentary research. All three men
served in Northern Ireland during the 1970s.
Please contact Edel McAllister, BBC Dublin,
36 Molesworth Place, Dublin 2, Ireland, e-mail
edel.mcallister@BBC.co.uk or ring 00353 1
6693704 for further details.

Airborne Household

Evening lecture: Maj J N P Watson and Sgt D
E Morgan are to give a talk on troops of the
Guards (Independent) Company in the Air-
borne Forces at the Airborne Forces Museum
in Aldershot on the evening of November 19
(1900 for 1930). Tickets, £6.50, available by
telephoning 01252 349619 or Aldershot mil
(94222) 4619.
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That's cracked it: SSgt Tom Spalding RE,
right, wields a 20kg sledgehammer and
makes Sgt Paul Fowler’s eyes water. Paul, an
RAF instructor at the Ayios Nikolaos Martial
Arts Club in Cyprus, was attempting to make
his mark in the Guinness Book of Records.

Tom, a colleague of Paul’s at the Joint Ser-
vice Signal Unit at Ayios Nikolaos and one of
his kick-boxing students, smashed the sledge-
hammer down on a pile of concrete slabs held
on his friend’s chest during the British Forces
féte on the base.

Paul, the world’s number two in the kick-
boxing discipline of kata, survived the bashing
with just a few aches and pains and a fat lip
caused by a chunk of flying concrete.

The two men attempted a similar feat at last
year's féte, but found that it could not be rati-
fied because they did not have official verifiers
to prove its authenticity. This time they asked

Commander British Forces, Air Vice-Marshal
Bill Rimmer and Lt Col Bob Sharp, CO
JSSU, to select the slabs, mark them and
check that they were the ones used in the
record attempt. The smashing spectacle was
also recorded on video.

Paul is now aiming for the record for smash-
ing curb stones with his forearm.

South Notts Hussars Association: Annual
remembrance dinner at TA Centre, Bulwell, Nov
9. E-mail G E Aldridge at gil.aldridge7 @nti-
world.com or ring 0115 9135708.

Royal Anglian Regiment and Beds and
Herts Regimental Association: Wreath-
laying and reunion on Nov 17 at The Keep,
Kempston. Contact John Baggaridge on 01234
294853 or johnbaggaridge @yahoo.com

16/5 Lancers, 17/21 Lancers QRL, Battle of
Aliwal: Reunion dinner, Jan 25 at Telford Golf
and Country Club, £18, details from Maj W J
Cook, tel 01952 632928 or fax 01952 632924.

E & F Sqn (1963) JTR/ACC: 40th anniversary
dinner, to be held at Officers’ Mess, St Omer
Barracks, Aldershot on Feb 28. Ring 01977
730874, email petermurthick@hotmail.com

RE Freedom of Gibraltar 2003, full weekend
of events to be held Mar 28-30. First come, first
served. Details and information pack from WO 1
J Noble 00350 55372 or WO2 H Kernahan
00350 55172 or MES Works, HQ British
Forces, BFPO 52.

4 Coy, 3 Bn Coldstream Guards (1950-55):
Reunion dinner in Derby on April 12. For details
contact Harry Westgarth, 49 Rokeby Park, Hull
HU4 7QE, ring 01482 503649 or e-mail
harry @westgarth.karoo.co.uk

2 Coldstream Guards (Malaya) and former 2
Bn members: Final reunion to be held Sept 5-
6 next year in Bristol. For details contact Reg
Counsell, 76 Bradley Road, Patchway, Bristol
BS34 5HR or telephone 01179 699667.

SOLDIER COMPETITIONS

Prisoner of War (Sept) winners: J Campbell,
Ramsgate; B Huddart, Washington; J Radge,
Hull; N Philips, Ripon; M Burgess, Doncaster;
L Bonfield, Chepstow; M Dye, AFC,
Harrogate; A Mansell, Birmingham; D Hayler,
Liss; Pte C D Green, Op Palatine. Answer:
Captain.

Capcom Vs SNK Pro (Sept) winners: RE

Smith, Preston; J Willis, Fleet, Hants; P
Harding, Worcester; K Robinson, Blaby, Leics;
J Grant, Nottingham. Answer: 15.

We Were Soldiers (Sept) winners: E
Bradbury, Burntwood, Staffs; Pte R Hanton,
Hounslow; T Southern, Melksham; LCpl TL
Whitney, Upavon; SSgt McGill, BFPO 47; Capt
Endean, BFPO 808. Answer: Mad Max.

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000;
www.armybenfund.org
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569
Army Welfare Service 01722 433456
Army Families Federation 01980 615525;
www.aff.org.uk
British Limbless Ex-Service Men'’s
Association 020 8590 1124;
www.blesma.org.uk
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880

Germany 0800 1827 395

Cyprus 08091065

Bosnia 0800 731 4880

Others UK 1980 630854

Operations worldwide Paradigm Homelink
Access Number *2999 @ thePINprompt
Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 01372 841600;
Www.combatstress.com

S

Useful numbers

Family Escort Service 020 7463 9249

Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
www.gulfveteransassociation.co.uk

Joint Service Housing Advice Office 01722
436575

Mutual Support (Forces Multiple Sclerosis
support group) 01666 824709

National Gulf Veterans and Families
Association Office (0900-1700) 01482
808730; 24-hour helpline on 01482 833812;
www.ngvfa.com

Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011; www.rfea.org.uk

Royal British Legion’s Legionline 0845
7725 725; www.britishlegion.org.uk

RBL Industries Vocational Assessment
Centre 01622 717202/ 718484; www.rbli.co.uk
ESHRA Ex-Service Homes Referral Agency
020 7839 4466 www.eshra.com or
eshra@britishlegion.org.uk

St Dunstan’s Home for blind ex-Servicemen

and women 020 7723 5021,

www.st-dunstans.org.uk

SAMA 82 (South Atlantic Medal Association)
for Falklands conflict veterans 01495 227577
e-mail: densama@aol.com

Samaritans 08457 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980 618244
Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783;
www.ssafa.org.uk

SSAFA Forces Help Housing Advisory
Service 01722 436400

Veterans’ Agency (includes War Pensions
Agency) 0800 169 2277(from UK); 0044
1253 866043 (from overseas);
www.veteransagency.mod.uk

Victim Support Western Europe (SSAFA
Forces Help) in Germany 02161 47 2272;
from outside Germany 0049 2161 47 2272
WRVS General enquiries 02920 739906;
www.wrvs.org.uk J
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UPDATE EXTRA

-

DATES

NOVEMBER

6: Winchester Cathedral jubilee
concert for ABF (01962 877 977).
DECEMBER

11: Royal Hospital Chelsea carol
service for ABF (020 7591 2055)

>

# ONE of the best-known figures in
The Green Howards, Lt Col Neil
Mcintosh, below, has retired after
45 years with the
regiment. For the
past 17'/z years
he has been regi-
mental secretary
and curator of
the Green
Howards
Museum in Rich-
mond. Guests at
a dinner in the
museum to
mark his departure included the
Colonel of the regiment, Maj Gen
Richard Dannatt, who had served
in Northern Ireland under Neil, and
Lord Inge, former Chief of the
Defence Staff, who joined the
Green Howards during Neil's first
posting to Hong Kong.

3 ANOTHER to hit the 40-year
mark in uniform was SSgt Charlie
Giblin, below, who retires this
month. He is the last of 212 Fijians
who joined the
British Army in 1961.
Charlie enlisted in
the 16/5th The
Queen's Royal
Lancers and served
on operations in
Aden, the Radfan,
Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Libya and
Malaya. As a WO2,
his final tour was with
The Duke of Lancaster's Own Yeo-
manry. On leaving the Regulars in
1984 he joined 72 Ordnance Com-
pany RAOC (V), which subsequent-
ly re-roled to 123 Ammunition Sgn
RAQOC (V) and later 123 Combat
Supplies Sgn RLC (V).

# FROM two veteran soldiers
bowing out to a young one just
starting his career.
Pte Christopher
Taggart, left, serv-
ing with 17 Port
and Maritime Reg-
iment RLC at
Marchwood, was
one of three
short-listed for the

AN officer who completed 3'/z years of loan service with
the Royal Brunei Armed Forces has received a rare and
unusual decoration from the hands of the Sultan. Maj
(Retd) Bob Williamson, left, was presented with the
Darjah Paduka Seri Laila Jasa Yang Amat Berjasa (or
Most Distinguished Order of Paduka Seri Laila Jasa or
SLJ for short) in a ceremony at the palace.

Bob, who left the Army in April after 31 years in the
Royal Corps of Signals, believes
the last such award for loan
service was made to an
RAF wing commander who
helped reorganise the air
force more than 16 years
ago. He tells us the SLJ,
right — which is equivalent
to a CBE and one below a
Bruneian knighthood (or
dato) — was hung around
his neck in the throne room,
to which he was escorted by 16
guards in traditional dress.

Although the honour, which marks Bob's contribu-
tion to the Sultan's Armed Forces, was announced last
year while he was still in uniform, the presentation was

delayed until the Foreign Office had approved it.

T
VIaYKSINETALHDTHITAToNn =
TERRITORIAL Army soldier and marathon runner
Pte Mark Dabbs was perturbed to learn that his
home town of Walsall had one of the worst records
for fitness in the UK — so he decided to do some-
thing about it. He became a health promoter and
unofficial ambassador for the town, taking gifts to
present to civic leaders.

Mark, right, who has run
marathons on six conti-
nents (best time a tad
over three hours), has
been rewarded by
being named Wal-
sall’s Sports Per-
sonality of 2002.

A staff nurse at
the town’s Manor
Hospital, he serves
with the Ambulance
Train Group and says
the spirit and values
taught by the Army have =
been invaluable in his quest
to share his enthusiasm for
sport and good health. Mark has crossed the fin-
ishing line at marathons in Melbourne, Boston,
New York, Cape Town (during which he met Presi-
dent Mandela), Bangkok, Berlin, Moscow, Dublin,
Helsinki, Lisbon, Madrid, Copenhagen, Amster-
dam, Vienna, Brussels, Sao Paulo and, of course,
London.

This summer Walsall chose him to carry the
Queen’s Jubilee Baton on its journey to the Com-
monwealth Games in Manchester.

Now he wants to run in Antarctica . . .

BBC-sponsored -
Youth Volunteer
of the Year
award. The 18-
year-old was a member
of the Lepe-based Venturers
search-and-rescue organisation
from the age of 14. He still gives up
free time to instruct junior Venturers
and is a rescue-boat coxswain.

\Liv

1" Servicemen and women in an exhibition which

Berwick tattoo helps forces

BERWICK's annual military tattoo raised the
princely sum of £10,000 for SSAFA-Forces Help
and has now given to charity more than £60,000
since the first show at Berwick Barracks nine years
ago. This year’s tattoo, which also benefited a local
day hospice and the Citizens Advice Bureau, fea-
tured the Lowland Band of the Scottish Division,
the Band of The Tyne Tees Regiment, the Pipes
and Bugles of The Royal Irish Regiment as well as
a host of other entertainers. Among the perform-
ers were acts from the Old Moscow Circus.

® GARRISON Radio in Colchester has
moved to a new home. The station is now
broadcasting from purpose-built studios
at the Holmefield Road Naafi.

Star and Garter as history

RICHMOND upon Thames is paying tribute to
the Royal Star and Garter Home for disabled

opened in the borough’s museum last month.
Exhibits include recently discovered material from
the home's archives as well as objects from the
museum'’s collection in Old Town Hall, Whittaker
Street (www.museumofrichmond.com).

The original Star and Garter was a tavern built in
1738. It prospered and grew into a hotel patronised
by the rich and famous (Charles Dickens was a
regular guest) until fire destroyed it in 1870.,
Although rebuilt, its glory days were over and it lay
empty for many years until the First World War tre-
ated an urgent need for a refuge for soldiers,
sailors and airmen injured in battle.

ing |

Veid

wn Families G

THE first edition of a
revamped Defence
Housing Executive mag-
azine for Service fami-
lies should be dropping
through your married
quarter letterbox soon.

Married patch mag returns in a bright new format

And the editorial team at
CS Publicity are keen to

learn what you think of it.
Published at least twice a
year,
Quarters will have a print
run of 44,000. Feedback

to editorial team Vince
Duquemin, Martin Day
and James Blackman at
CS Publicity, DHE, Room
8/65, St Christopher
House, Southwark Street,
London SE10TD

Living in Families
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Silhouetted against the Manhatten skyline, Pipe Maj
Paul Selwood, above, of the Pipes and Drums of the
1st Battalion, Scots Guards, marks the September
11 anniversary by playing a lament on the rooftop of
New York’s Arsenal Building. On the right, Piper
David Barnet struggles with the gusty conditions
and the high emotions of the day during a 9/11
memorial service on board the aircraft carrier USS
Intrepid, a floating museum in New York Harbour.
The carrier was turned into an operations centre
in the immediate aftermath of the terrorist attack.
Twenty-four members of the 1 SG Pipes and
Drums, who were on a two-week tour of the United
States, were invited to mark the first anniversary by
the American Scottish Foundation. The musicians
had already appeared in San Francisco and Denver.

While in New York, the pipers played at spirit-raising and patriotic concerts in Bat-
tery Park, Central Park and Madison Square, and the Pipes and Drums played on the

Intrepid before taking part in a parade and memorial service at Seaford, a Long

Island community that lost ten people in the attack.

Tribute to Alamein

A WEEKEND of special events at the Nation-
al Army Museum marked the 60th anniver-
sary of the Battle of El Alamein last month.

Lectures, children’s workshops and desert
warfare vehicles were included in the presen-
tation and visitors were able to meet soldiers
who took part in a more recent desert conflict
- the Gulf War of 1990-91.

@ Elsewhere, the anniversary was marked by
the Imperial War Museum, which has opened
a permanent exhibition on the life of Fd Mar-
shal Bernard Montgomery.
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Telemark’s heroes

OPERATION Freshman, the first Airborne
Forces attempt to land commando demolition
experts by glider in Norway in 1942, is being
commemorated at a ceremony at Skitten,
near Wick in Caithness, on November 20.

The commmandos set out to destroy
Hitler's source of “heavy water”, essential in
his programme to build an atomic bomb.
Forty-one lost their lives, with survivors
being executed by firing squad on Hitler’s
direct orders. The plant was subsequently
destroyed in a second raid made famous by
the film The Heroes of Telemark.

Narrow boat: Combined
Cadet Force members
from Liverpool College
and Calday Grange, left,
use local transport while
trekking in Nepal as part
of the gold-level Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award
scheme. They visited
Kathmandu and Bhakta-
pur and climbed to
Annapurna Base Camp.
From Pokhara they visit-
ed the British camp and
the Gurkha Welfare
Centre at Kaski.

It's for you: The switchboard, above,
and Capt Highfield-Jones, inset

Making a
connection

A SOLDIER gathering bits and pieces
from a battlefield is nothing new —shell
casings, enemy helmets and weapons
perhaps. But a telephone switchboard?

Yet that is one of the more unusual
items on display at the Staffordshire
Regiment Museum at Whittington Bar-
racks near Lichfield.

The improvised switchboard com-
prises two pieces of wood, with the
connections made from bullets attached
to wires and the flattened ends of car-
tridge cases completing the circuit.

PLUCKED FROM TRENCHES

It was picked up from trenches on the
Western Front during the First World
War by Acting Capt Philip Highfield-
Jones, who went on to win a Military
Cross and was later Brevet Colonel
and commander of the 6th Battalion,
The South Staffordshire Regiment at
the outbreak of the Second World War.

The device was probably used in a
dugout by a forward
observer. Notations on
the board suggest it
was connected to two
artillery batteries and
the HQ. But why High-
field-Jones, who died
in 1951, picked it up is -

a mystery. His diary, housed in the
museum along with his medals, makes
no mention of it.

Visitors can make up their own
minds as to the origin of this unusual
piece of telecomms equipment.

The Museum of the Staffordshire Regiment,
Whittington Barracks, Lichfield (tel 0121 311
3229) open all year Tues to Fri, 1000-1600, and
weekends, bank holidays April 1 to Oct 31 from
1230-1630. An exhibition entitied “Anzio 1944:
the unexpected fury” is open until early January.

www.armymu SEI.II'I'IS.DI'E.I.I'(

The bullet-
torn and
scorched
battle stan-
dard of the
2nd North
Staffords,
which flew
at Anzio, is
on show in
a special
exhibition.
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Retail reconnaissance

Switched on . . .

WEATHER WATCH A

JOHN Kettley, Francis Wilson, Michael Fish
- your days are numbered.

This long range weather forecaster from
Oregon Scientific has a built-in
thermometer, humidity comfort level
indicator and a pressure trend indicator.

© £79.99, from www.oregonscientific.co.uk
(0871 2221966).

Game on

TOCA RACE DRIVER, PC

THE latest in the near four-million-selling
TOCA series, Race Driver delivers a game
packed with 42 real touring cars, 13
championships and 38 internationally
renowned race circuits.

The game’s 14-car races are powered by a
progressive physics engine and utilise a new
damage system which uses the technology
that models real-life crash tests and produces
the correct movement and crumpling of car
body parts on impact. The system
authentically recreates the effect of damage
on metal, plastic, alloy, glass and rubber.

Detail continues in the real-life race
locations and championships. The game
features more licences than any previous
game in the series, enabling players to race
in championships such as Germany’s DTM,
Australia’s AVESCO V8 Supercars and the
UK's TOCA Tour.

Somewhat unusually for a racing title, the
game's high-speed action revolves around a
murder plot. Players assume the role of Ryan
McKane, an aspiring touring car driver hell
bent on avenging the death of his father - a
former racing champion killed in suspicious
circumstances.

As the player wins races with McKane, new
managers will attempt to poach him - moves
which may lead him to his father’s killers.

UERDICT: A real smash-hit. 9/10

CAUGHT ON CAMERA v

EVEN James Bond would be impressed
with this gadget - the first
commercially available wireless camera
within a pen.

lust click the top of the pen and it
will transmit live, full colour images
and sound to a television, video
recorder or PC within a 100-metre
range (a capture card or RCA input
is needed for the PC option).

The pen barrel conceals a v
pinhole colour CMS lens and .
transmitter - see cross-section below.

@ £600, from www.gadgetshop.com
(0800 7838343).

On/off switch ———»

|

Four channel selector

|

Batteries

~f——— Antenna as nib

RAGE DRIVER
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Codemasters

GENIUS AT PLAY
wl".-.wl“lllwl"lll

COURTESY of Codemasters, Soldier has five
copies of Toca Race Driver up for grabs. For
your chance to win, simply answer the follow-
ing question:

What is the name of Toca Race Driver’s
lead character?

Send your answer on a posteard to Toca
Race Driver competition, Soldier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU by
December 2. Usual rules apply.

E-mail: asimms @soldiermagazine.co.uk
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ENTERTAINING TOY A

EQUIPPED with Intel's latest 2.8 GHz chip,
a 120GB hard disk and packed with 512MB
of memory, this powerful ixtreme 9701
represents the ultimate entertainment
experience.

It allows users to watch television, DVDs,
edit and listen to music, and enjoy the most
advanced PC games on the market.

@ £1,699, from www.packardbell.co.uk

B TE-SIEE WEWS

FOLLOWING its triumphant four-month run
at London’s Barbican Gallery, the Game On
wmmmmum
useum, Edinburgh. L

On show until February 2, the exhibition
explores the creativity and influence of
computer gaming on contemporary culture.
For information and ticket bookings call
0131 2474422,

SPORTS Interactive has announced its first
title based outside the world of football.

mwﬂ*&nmmmm'
chise Edition will put players in charge of
any one of hundreds of hockey teams =
throughout the world. The title, which is set
fwulminﬁfm&wm;ﬁa& ‘
game world gamers

and manage players throughout various
hockey leagues and trophies.

RESPONDING to Sony’s landmark price drop
for PLayStation 2, Microsoft has hit back
cutting the price of the 8Box to £159 -
what it cost in March of this year.
Rivals Nintendo have held firm in the face
of the price cuts and confirmed that the
GameCube will remain at £129.99,
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ONIMUSHA 2: SAMURAI'S DESTINY, PS2

THIS highly anticipated sequel to last
year's award-winning and multi-million-
selling blockbuster Onimusha: Warlords
blends actual historical accounts of 16th
century feudal Japan with fictional charac-
ters and storylines.

Following a brutal attack on a village
by the infamous warlord Nobunaga, play-
ers take control of Yagyu Jubei, a young
warrior and master of the Yagyu Shinkage
sword fighting style, who seeks to exact
revenge.

Jubei's quest for justice immerses play-
ers in many diverse settings, including the
lively gold-rush town of Imashou, the
mysterious Ogre Island with its legions of
demons, foggy canyons, hidden forests
and caves.

The game’s designers have introduced
a new battle system which allows gamers
to gain access to the fighting styles of not
only the main character, but up to five
unique sub-characters. The revised system
also allows players to easily execute a
new set of moves with Jubei's sword,
which is capable of dealing devastating
combinations.

Just like its predecessor this title sports
extensive cinematics, and, in a revolution-
ary use of technology, Onimusha 2:
Samurai’s Destiny brings to life the late
Japanese actor Yusaku Matsuda, who

DINO STALRER, PS2

PLAYERS assume the role of Lt
Mike Wired, an American fighter
pilot who finds himself stranded
on a dinosaur-infested island
after being shot down during a
dog fight over the Atlantic, in
this fast-paced first-person
shooter from Capcom.

Best played using the G-con 2
light gun, the game’s main
objective is simple - escape or be
eaten. What sets Dino Stalker
apart from its competitors is the
game's free-roaming levels, which
allow players to dictate exactly
which route they take to safety.

CRAZY TAXI 3, KBOR

® @ SEEA |
UERDICT: Worthy of a tip.
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UERDICT: Not much fun without a gun. 6/10

THE original king of crazy driving is
back - and this time it's hitting the
streets of party capital Glitter Oasis.

As well as featuring a whole new
city to explore, Crazy Taxi 3 also
boasts four new characters, each
with their own trademark attitude
and distinctive set of wheels.

Players will need to throw out the
rules of the road as they cruise
around popular locations in the city,
pick up wacky customers and take
devious shortcuts, if they are to
succeed in their quest to amass the
highest amount of tips.

PlayStation.c

>
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CAPCOM

starred alongside Michael Douglas in the 1989
film Black Rain, as Jubei.

A host of other entertainment professionals
with expertise in writing, special effects and
motion capture lent their talents to the project,
including famed Japanese film director, Keita
Amemiya.

UERDICT: Onimusha 2 offers little in the way of new fea-
tures, but then why change a winning formula? 8/10

BATTLEFIELD 1942, PC

BATTLEFIELD 1942 puts players on
the front line, allowing them to
choose from 16 famous battle sites,
induding Omaha Beach, Stalingrad
and Wake Island, from the four main
theatres of the Second World War.

With the ability to control more
than 35 authentic Axis and Allied e
vehicles and select from five distinct
character classes, gamers are faced
with incredible choices in this first-
person conflict simulator.

The game also features a unique,
robust multi-player component that
supports up to 64 players on certain

maps.

BLADE 2, PS2 & XBOX

LEISURE

" WIN...WIN...

SOLDIER has joined
forces with Capcom to offer
you the opportunity to
master your sword-fighting
skills.

For your chance to win
one of eight copies of
Onimusha 2:
Samurai’s
Destiny for the
PlayStation 2,
simply answer
the following
question:

What was the sub-title
of Onimusha 2:
Samurai’s Des-

tiny’s prequel?

a) Warlords
b) War
c) Warriors

Send your answers
on a postcard to
Onimusha 2 competi-
tion, Soldier, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

The winners will be drawn at random
from the correct answers received by

December 2. Usual rules apply.

\

BATTLEFIELD
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UERDICT: A truly epic release. &/10

ARMED with an arsenal of deadly
weapons and over-the-top martial arts
moves, Blade Il is without doubt one
of this year’s best console releases.

As Blade, the half-vampire, half-
human superhero who lives to rid the
world of vampires, players must stop
the vampire underworld from farming
humans for their souls in this
action/adventure combat fest.

A 360-degree combat system allows
the gamer to obliterate enemy
vampires with blood churning visual

UERDICT: Top movie spin-off. 9/10

effects, such as severing body parts,
from all angles.
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Artillery account lands
heavy shots on target

GEN Sir Claude Auchinleck, the
British commander in North Africa, is
the subject of a discriminate barrage
of criticism in Denis
Falvey's A Well-Known
Excellence: British
Artillery and an
Artilleryman in
World War Two
(Brassey's, £20).
But the general is
not the only target

to come under

fire in these
pithy memoirs
which cover the author’s
time spent with the 64th Medium
Regiment, Royal Artillery. The title
comes from a phrase used by Fd
Marshal Erwin Rommel to describe
the Royal Artillery — an asset he
believed to be the decisive arm in
British land combat.

What did you do in
the war, Mummy?

THE Second World War was fought
on many fronts, with women across
the country stepping out of the
. kitchen and into jobs

previously the preserve of
men. For the first time
mothers, daughters,
wives and sisters
trained as pilots,
flight engineers,
joined the Land
Army or drove
ambulances.
Wartime
Women by
Sinclair O'Neill (Cutmill
Books, £7.99) is a collection of 40 of
their stories. Parts of the proceeds
from the book will go towards The
Memorial to Women of World War
Two Fund, a charity to erect a lasting
reminder of the role women played in
six years of fighting.

Hour-by-hour record
of the longest day

FAILURE by the Paras to achieve any
of their key objectives immediately
after the Allied invasion on June 6,
1944 could have had
catastrophic
consequences for
Operation Qverlord.
Here in detail, in the
words of the men
who fought the
battles, is the
story of The
Day the Devils
Dropped In:
The 9th Parachute
Battalion in Normandy — D
Day to D+6, The Merville Battery to
the Chateau St Céme (Pen and
Sword, £19.95). Neil Barber's account
includes a list of the fates of the men
mentioned in the text.

e/

Face to face vith bin Laden

We talk to the author
who met the world's
most wanted man

Interview: Anthony Stone

FOR good reasons, bin Laden’s minders
were paranoid about security. The leader of
al-Qaida had been the subject of concerted
assassination attempts and the CNN film
crew were thoroughly searched. No watches
were allowed, for fear of tracking devices, and
the interview itself, which took place about
6,000ft up an Afghan mountain, was shot on
al-Qaida’s own camera.

At first sight “the most wanted man in the
world” did not impress Peter Bergen. “Bin
Laden is about 6ft 4 or 5 inches tall and walks
in a slightly hunched way with the aid of a
cane,” the award-winning journalist said.
“He is quite thin and did not strike me as par-
ticularly charismatic.”

During that 1997 interview, his first tele-
vised broadcast to the English-speaking
world, bin Laden’s words were full of rage,
although his manner was mild. He might as
well have been talking about the electricity
bill, Bergen recalled.

“But one thing that struck me was he was

So who

For once, an unbiased
account of the battle

The Battle of Normandy, 1944 by Robin Neil-
lands (Cassell, £20)

Review: Brian Jewell

IT is in the nature of things that heroes
should be belittled some time after their
death. So it has been in the case of Bernard
Law Montgomery.

Much, but by no means all, the criticism
has stemmed from the USA: accusations of
poor planning and of hesitancy in Europe
have undermined his reputation and are
never far from the surface when histories of
the Normandy landing are compiled.

Robin Neillands’s declared intention in
The Battle of Normandy, 1944 is to expose and
correct the myth that the success of the Allied
campaign in Normandy was due largely to
US involvement.

Films such as Saving Private Ryan have

pretty serious,” he said. “He could have been
sitting in his palace in Saudi Arabia. Instead
he was wandering around the Afghanistan
mountains and that is hardly a picnic.

“He told me he had declared war on the
United States military and I remember think-
ing, how are you going to do that when you
are sitting on an Afghan mountainside?”

How and why bin Laden brought the war
to the West is told in Bergen’s authoritative
Holy War, Inc — Inside the secret world of Osama
bin Laden (see Soldier Books, September).

When Soldier met Bergen — before last
month’s Bali atrocity — his short-term securi-
ty assessment of al-Qaida, “the base” in
Arabic, was downbeat.

“My concern about war in Iraq is that it
takes our eyes off al-Qaida, which has been
severely disrupted but is not out of business,”
he said.

“These people have an extremely long time
line. It took them three years to plan Septem-
ber 11 and five years to plan the US embassy
attacks in Africa. The fact that we have not
heard from them for more than a year is nei-
ther here nor there.

“If bin Laden magically departed this
planet tomorrow it would be a blow to the
organisation.

“But al-Qaida is somewhere between a cult
and a mass movement. Usually when the
leader of a cult dies the cult dies with him, but

really

reinforced this myth and Neillands points out
the only reference to British and Canadian
participation in the landings is “thirty
seconds shoe-horned into 162 minutes of
screen-time, a conversation between two
American officers, one commenting that
nothing much was happening as ‘Monty had
yet to take Caen’ and the other replying,
“That man’s overrated’.”

Sadly a campaign involving the
deployment of such enormous numbers as
this must inevitably be subject to false
assessments and even partisan interpretation.

However, in this formidably well-
researched book of 456 pages covering a
scant three months of warfare, the author
comes as near as anyone could to compiling
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al-Qaida will continue
without bin Laden
being around.”
However, 1t 1s 1mpor-
tant to keep the threat in
perspective, according
to Bergen, who main-
tains that while Nazism
and communism were
threats to our very exis-
tence, bin Laden is not.
“On a scale of one to
ten, with Stalin and
Hitler ten, bin Laden is
maybe two,” he said.
“Still, he is the biggest
threat that has come
down the pipe for 50
years. The guy and his
movement are people
who don’t take holidays
or weekends off and they believe God is on
their side. They want to kill Westerners. They
can’t be bought off and you can’t negotiate
with them. They are very patient and are not
supported by states like Iraq or Iran. They are
completely self-sustained and are a formida-
ble adversary. They will be around for some
time. But I don’t think in ten years from now
we will be talking about them.”
Peter Bergen is clear about the best way to
deal with the threat. The solution, he says, is

an unprejudiced account of the roles played
by the US, British, Canadian and other Allied
forces.

His detailed references to the units
involved, with personal accounts from the
dwindling numbers of combatants, bear
witness to the author’s thorough investigation
of every aspect of the campaign.

If there are any important errors or
omissions, this reviewer has been unable to
find them. Little-remembered details such as
his reference to the withdrawal of Allied
barrage balloons over the Normandy beaches
“as these provided German artillery
oncomers with something to aim at” add
considerably to the immediacy and impact of
Neillands’s narrative.

Setting out especially to present an
unbiased history of the part played by the
much-criticised British Second Army in the
Battle of Normandy, June 6 to September 1,

* 1944, Neillands clearly demonstrates that all

the Allied armies (and the German armies)
had problems during that campaign but he is
by no means prejudiced against the
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Terror trail: Bergen outside bin Laden’s village in Hadramawt, Yemen

eradication. “September 11 was a very big
deal but with very little resonance in histori-
cal terms. I don’t think bin Laden is going to
attract a huge mass movement to his stan-
dard. I think he will be viewed as a loser.

“The war in Afghanistan was basically a
tremendous success. Unfortunately the end
game was not.”

® Holy War Inc. by Peter Bergen is published in
paperback by Phoenix at £7.99.

jon Normandy?

Americans and gives full credit to their
contribution.

He is also unsparing in his admiration for
the German forces, particularly in their
defence of the Normandy bocages which
presented the invaders with new problems in
terms of difficult fighting terrain.

Of course there were mistakes, as in every
enterprise, but in most cases the commanders
and men of all armies recovered
magnificently.

As Neillands concludes, due credit should
be paid to all who took part in the fighting.
“They gained the eventual victory and this
subsequent haggling for glory by national
historians surely demeans their common
sacrifice,” he writes.

“The glory of the Normandy victory — in so
far as there is any — must go to the men who
fought there, young men from all the Allied
nations, old men now, and to those of their
comrades who lie in the earth of that now
peaceful part of France.”

See Books In Brief, Page 71

Standing firm through
Great War and beyond

NORMAN Collins was newly-
commissioned when he led a platoon
during the Battle of the Somme. He
was wounded three times .
on the Western Front but £
survived to celebrate :
his 100th birthday.
How he survived
the trench warfare
is told in Last
Man Stand-
ing: The
Memoirs of
a Seaforth
Highlander
during the Great War,
edited by Richard Van Emden (Pen
and Sword, £19.95). Using Norman'’s
own words and photographs taken at
or near the front, this is a personal
story, simply told, and all the more
powerful for it.

Remembering the best
years of their lives

EVEN though the last conscript was
demobbed in May 1963, interest in
National Service shows no signs of
waning. Look at the popu-
larity earlier this year of
the television reality
show which recreated
conditions for Ser-
vicemen. Author
Trevor Royle,
who worked as
an historical 4
consultant
on the
series, uses
first-hand accounts,
official documents and inter-

views to present an entertaining
account of the conscription years in a
timely re-issue of National Service:
The Best Years of their Lives
(Andre Deutsch, £17.99).

Market-Garden: win this

two-volume boxed set

WITH more than 2,300 photographs
and exhaustive detail, the two-
volume Operation Market-Garden
Then and Now, edited by
Karel Margry (After the
Battle, £34.95) allows

for an almost minute-
by-minute presen-
tation of the
actions. Soldier
has a boxed
set to give
away to the
reader with >
the correct answer
to the following. Name the
Allied Supreme Commander
during the operation. Answers on a
postcard marked “Market-Garden
Competition” should be received at
Soldier by December 2. The winner
will be drawn at random from correct
entries. Usual rules apply.
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3-IN-1 BAR TOOLS
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POWDER COMPACT
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MUSIC

Gordon Turner

Cal
of t

Bugle Calls of The British Army (TRCD 224)

IN years gone by a soldier’s life was governed
by the sound of the bugle. Reveille or Rouse told
the men to get out of bed, Cookhouse sum-
moned them to breakfast, Fall-in for parade ...
and so on until the final call of the day.

One disc of this double CD contains all the
official bugle calls of the British Army while
disc two has been produced for use at remem-
brance services and includes the Last Post,
the two-minute silence and Infantry Reveille.
Tracks two and three are the same sequence
with Rouse and Charlie Reveille replacing the
Infantry Reveille.

® Bugle Calls is available from Droit Music
Ltd, PO Box 2638, Eastbourne, BN20 7HJ
(price £13 incl p&p).

Music from the Presentation of Colours,
1 D and D (Soundline SLB 4023)

THE 1st Battalion, The Devonshire and Dorset
Regiment recently received new Colours and
this music was recorded in advance by its
Corps of Drums and the Band of the Prince of
Wales's Division (Clive). It includes 37 tracks
ranging from such old faithfuls as The Great
Little Army, Galanthea and Sons of the Brave
to folk tunes, film themes and regimental
marches.

® Available from Soundline Recordings, 27,
Moreton Close, Church Crookham GU13 0LQ.

Music from Beating Retreat (TRCD 221)

THE Massed Bands of The Household Divi-
sion performed their annual Beating Retreat
ceremony in June and included a mixture of
good, solid military, film and show music. Even
the violin was featured in an arrangement of
Lord of the Dance. The Corps of Drums and
the Pipes and Drums had their own spots and
the finale is Summon the Heroes.

@ This studio recording is available from
Droit Music (price £13).

Trooping the Colour TRCD 222

THE Queen’s Birthday Parade (or Trooping the
Colour as it is more popularly known) was
recorded live and inevitably there are back-
ground noises of horses neighing (and some-
times relieving themselves) and crowds show-
ing their appreciation by clapping.

A recording brimming with atmosphere and
good music. The inspection music featured a
new work composed by Pipe Maj Selwood,
Scots Guards, titled Do’'n Bhan-Righ (To the
Lady King) and dedicated to the Queen.

@ Available from Droit Music Ltd (price £13).

Save £6: Music from Beating Retreat and
Trooping the Colowr are available to readers
from Droit at the special price of £20. If you have
trouble obtaining recordings or any queries on
military music please write to me c/o Soldier.
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BOOKS IN BRIEF

The First World War: An lllustrated History
by John Keegan. This large-format paperback
version of the author's classic The First World
War (see interview and competition, pages
35-35) contains many vivid photographs,
paintings and other illustrations to comple-
ment the abridged narrative. (Pimlico, £20.)

Soldiers: Fighting Men’s Lives 1901-2001
by Philip Ziegler. The life and soul of the sol-
dier, revealed in interviews with nine In-Pen-
sioners of the Royal Hospital Chelsea. (Pimli-
co, paperback, £10.)

Life Behind the Wire by Tony Southall. The
author joined a TA yeomanry regiment to ride
a horse in London and spent four years in PoW
camps. (Stockwell, 71pp, paperback, £5.50.)

In Enemy Hands by Malcolm Hall. More Terri-

LEISURE

torial PoW experiences — this time from the
Great War. Captured at Ypres in 1915, the
author's father Alfred endured forced labour in
Germany. After the Armistice he worked with
the Red Cross. (Tempus, paperback, £14.99.)

The Mammoth Book of Heroes (ed, Jon E
Lewis). Inspiring stories from the past 3,000
years encompassing the Crucifixion, Rorke's
Drift, the Imjin River and the Firemen of New
York. (Robinson, paperback, £7.99.)

On War and Leadership by Owen Connelly.
The words of “the best combat leaders the
world has ever known” — from Frederick the
Great to Stormin’ Norman Schwarzkopf. Sub-
jects include Lawrence, Montgomery, Slim,
and Nick Vaux, CO of 42 Cdo in the Falklands.
The author is a former US Army Ranger.
(Princeton University Press, £19.95.)

VIDEO/DVD

Win Jim’s DVD

JIM Davidson marked his 25 years in showbiz
by recording a special stand-up show in Edin-
burgh during his nationwide tour. Jim’s Silver
Jubilee is not for the faint-hearted.

The untamed Forces’ favourite funnyman
does not disguise his admiration for the mili-
tary, not least in an anecdote concerning a
party attended by him and two mates, Simon
Weston and Denzil Connick, whose senses of
humour were undamaged by grievous injuries
suffered during the Falklands War.

Released on November 11, the video/DVD
is rated certificate 18 and runs for 73 minutes
(price VHS £15.99, DVD £19.99).

In association with Universal Pictures,
we've got three videos and three DVDs to give
away. To have a chance of winning one, tell us
on a postcard the name of Jim's current
snooker-based TV game show. Is it:

a) Big Bruise b) Big Sprain c) Big Break?

Entries, marked “Jim Davidson Competi-
tion”, to reach us by November 29. Specify
VHS or DVD. Usual rules apply.

The great

LOOK out for Isandlwana: Zulu Battlefield
(VHS, £12.50), the script for which was written
by Ron Lock and Peter Quantrill, authors of
the excellent new book Zulu Victory: The
Epic of Isandlwana and the Cover-Up
(Greenhill, £19.95).

Video film and commentary centre on the
battlefield over which one of Britain's worst
military defeats unfolded. Available from Bat-
tlefields Africa, 80 Hollingbury Park Avenue,
Brighton, East Sussex BN1 7JF; tel 01273
301935; e-mail lee @Istevenson.fsnet.co.uk

New titles from DD Video include:

® Invasion, the complete BBC History
series as a video double pack (price £16.99).

If you believe a military patrol
on exercise in darkest Scotland
could fall foul of werewolves,
you'll enjoy Dog Soldiers, a
fang-and-bullet bloodfest fea-
turing Sean (Cold Feet) Per-
twee, Kevin (Trainspotting)
McKidd and Liam (The Abduc-
tion) Cunningham and now
available to rent.

Watch out for the skeleton-in-
the-cupboard gag in this ener-
getic, all-British horror story.

To have a chance of winning
one of five DVDs from Pathé
Distribution Ltd, tell us on a
postcard the Latin name for a
wolf. Is it:

a) Lupin b) Lupus c) Lulu?

Replies (marked “Dog Sol-
diers Competition”) should
reach us by November 29.
Usual rules apply.

efeat

@ The American Civil War,
the full-length film by Ken
Burns, of which an abbreviated
version was screened on BBC
2, now available as an 11-hour,
three-disc boxed DVD set, with
36-page booklet (£49.99).

® Keep Smiling Through,
which examines the realities of war for people
on the home front in Britain during the early
years of the Second World War (£12.99).

® The Defeat of the Nazi War Machine
(video double pack, £16.99).

DD products are available from retailers or
direct via credit-card hotline 01829 741490.
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SOLDIER
to soldier

You could
win £250

CALLING all photographers — espe-
cially the amateurs. You could see
your work published in Soldier and
get the chance to win £250.

For the next three issues we are
inviting readers* to send us pictures
taken after February 9, 2002.

Each month our judges will select a
winner which will appear in the fol-
lowing issue with any others consid-
ered worthy of publication.

But please hurry — the closing date
for the December issue is November
14. Entries received by December 6
will qualify for the January competi-
tion. To make the February issue, get
your pictures to us by January 6.

L AR

The three winners will receive a
£25 photographic voucher and, with
any others published, will go forward
to the Army Photographic Competi-
tion’s Soldier Award category, which
carries a winner’s prize of £250.

The Army Competition prizegiving
is planned for March 14 at the Nation-
al Army Museum, Chelsea, where the
successful entries will be put on show.

Winners of all categories except the
Soldier Award will go forward to a new
Tri-Service Photographic Competi-
tion, details of which will be
announced in due course.

LR 2

*The Soldier Award is open to all read-
ers in the following categories: Army, TA
and dependants; CCF, ACF and UOTC
staff and cadets; MoD civilians; and MoD
contractors who work directly for the
Army.

Entries, preferably prints up to A4,
should be sent to the Chief Photographer,
Soldier, Parsons House, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Please include a suitable self-
addressed envelope if you would like your
entries back. Alternatively they may be e-
mailed to phot@soldiermagazine.co.uk
indicating “Soldier Photo Comp” in the
subject box.

Soldier rules apply. Soldier query line:
01252 347357 or Ald mil 2357.

Army Photographic Competition
queries to DCC(A) SO2 IC Media on 020
7807 8653 (Mil 9621 78653).
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AFF needs to
hear from you

AFTER the Army Families
Federation Conference in July, I
expressed the hope in this
column that the extra money
going to the Defence budget
might find its way to the fabled
“purse for people” (I am
beginning to regard this mythical
and wonderful object as our very
own Holy Grail) and speed up
such things as the upgrade of

below the normal standard for
the 21st century. But, judging
by the lack of resources coming
the upgrade’s way, the powers-
that-be are not as convinced of
its importance.

There’s only one thing AFF
can do — we must emphasise to
the policy-makers the true
impact on families of the delay in
the upgrade. But we can’t do this

DHE quarters in England and Egijtor of the AFF  Without evidence from YOU, the
Wales and improvements to Families Journal families who live in those houses.

single-living accommodation.

It would seem I was being a tad
optimistic, at least as far as the upgrade is
concerned. True, the Minister wasn’t
exactly encouraging at our Conference
about achieving completion by the
already postponed date of November
2005. We now understand that, unless
the DHE suddenly discovers a pot of gold
at the end of an MoD rainbow, the
upgrade is highly likely to be moved back
again and at least a third of quarters in
need of new kitchens and bathrooms and
the like will still be in need by 2006.

AFF feels another delay in upgrading
Service homes in mainland GB will have
a major impact on Service personnel and
their families. We know that the standard
of their housing is one of the most
important factors in Service family life
and there are far too many families out
there living in houses they feel to be well

Coming your way soon, maybe

YOU can, of course, always write to
the AFF Families’ Journal. The
November issue should be with all
units by the end of the month and
hopefully with all families soon after
that, thanks to those lovely unit
welfare officers out there.

But I have my fingers firmly crossed
(not easy when you’re typing). It never
ceases to amaze and frustrate me how
difficult it can be sometimes just to
get the AFJ to units. In these days
when internal communication is
recognised as a vital part of good
management, you would think that
getting a magazine full of news and
information to its readers would be of
some importance. Yet time and

So if your house is on the list for
an upgrade, and you are still waiting for
that shower, let AFF know!

Help us to relay your views on the state
of your housing, and how it affects the
way you feel about Service life, to the
people who make the decision as to
whether you get that shower sooner
rather than later.

Housing isn’t the only issue, of course.
From your e-mails, letters and calls to
AFF around the world, we assess which
issues are concerning Army families and
then target two or three on which to
gather more evidence.

Currently AFF’s “Target Issues” are
overseas accompanied service and 18+
children — check out our website at
www.aff.org.uk or contact AFF Central
Office, to obtain a copy of our
questionnaires on these issues so that you
can fill them in and let us have your view.

again, the system falls down. As I said
in a recent interview with Garrison
Radio, my remaining ambition is to
send the AFJ direct
to every quarter in
the UK, upgraded
or not, and to
everywhere else
within two weeks of
publication, rather
than two months.
Surely an
organisation that
can work out the
logistics of
warfare should be
able to help me
achieve that?




Measures In
hand to give
U-18 service
equal value

IN the October edition, a soldier who had
joined the Army in 1997 as a 16'/2-year
old questioned the logic behind the fact
that he had qualified for a Queen’s
Golden Jubilee Medal but not a five-year
bonus (“Just how long have I been in this
Army”). The following response was

received from PS10(A):

.C)

the requirements of each specific

aspect. For the Queen’s Golden

Jubilee Medal (QGJM), eligibility was based
on effective and continuous service, however
accrued, whereas eligibility to commitment
bonuses is based on reckonable service
under pay and pensions regulations.

The treatment of service prior to age 18
and 21 has long been a source of discontent
within the Army. This has been recognised by
the MoD and work is under way to treat all
service from the date of enlistment equally.

Age-related pay for soldiers under 18 is to
be phased out over the next three years. The
new Armed Forces Pension Scheme (AFPS)
is forecast for implementation in 2005 and
officers and soldiers will begin to accrue pen-
sion benefits from the date of enlistment,
rather than from age 21 and 18 as currently.

All personnel serving on the existing AFPS
terms will be offered an opportunity to trans-
fer to the new scheme, should they wish to.

AEligibility criteria for allowances,
pay and awards differ according to

Kenya calling . ..

CONDOLENCES to Cpl Smith (“No
swanning about on posting to Kenya”,
Oct). It’s always difficult when we actual-
ly have to work for our wages. I assume
before leaving he investigated the finan-
cial implications. He’d have been advised
to sign up with a telecom provider offer-
ing calls to Kenya at around 15p a minute,
not £3 as he states. - WO1 (SSM) T F
Attoe, PJHQ Northwood.

YOUR letters provide a real insight into the )
issues at the top of your agenda . . . but

please keep them as short
PleaSe as possible. The more space
-
be brief

you take up to get your point
across, the less room there
is for other letters, and we
are anxious to use as many
as we can. E-mails should include your
name and location at the bottom (not nec-
essarily for publication). Anonymous contri-
butions will be binned. The Editor reserves
the right to accept or reject letters, and to

amend for length, clarity or style.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU
® E-mail: mail@soldiermagazine.co.uk

If cap fits, let's wear
it properly in public

THERE is a need, as there has always
been, for individual discipline. It remains
the backbone of Service life, whether on
operations, exercise or in barracks.

In recent months I have been irritated
to see soldiers walking around in public in
uniform and also by the misuse
of green military transport.

I fully support soldiers being
seen in uniform in public. It is, in modern
jargon, good corporate identity, but those
who relax their own individual discipline
while on off-duty walkabouts are letting
down the company image. I include wan-
dering around with no head-dress, mixed
dress, hands thrust deep into pockets and
(what prompted me to write) smoking.

I have also noticed an increase in the

number of military vehicles parked out-
side takeaways, supermarkets, banks and
other public places. Can they all be on
authorised journeys?

When you put on your uniform you are
representing more than a really large
company. Our image is being
eroded by the mindless who
obviously and clearly have no
individual discipline or respect when left
to themselves. In harsher times RMP and
provost staff patrolled garrison towns to
correct offenders. Modern soldiers are
responsible for their own discipline.

When out in public remember that if
the cap fits, wear it . . . and drive to the
chippy in your own car. — Capt A J
Stephens, RLC DTMA Andover.

Loan rules mean this
is an exclusive club

Only a ‘slack handful’ can fulfil LSAP criteria

IN 1995 I bought a house in Plymouth,
which I occupied until posted in 1997.
Rather than sell the house I decided to letit.

Last year I was posted back to Ply-
mouth and, since my family had out-
grown the house, decided to sell it. We
moved into a married quarter and began
a lengthy process to remove tenants, sell
the house and locate a new one.

As my 35th birthday was before the
completion date I decided to apply for a
Long Service Advance of Pay (LSAP)
because, in the current housing market, a
further £8,500 free of interest would be
handy, to say the least.

Time was tight so I spoke with HMS
Centurion and faxed the details for an eli-
gibility assessment. They promised, and
delivered, an answer within a couple of
hours. My application was rejected on the

grounds that I had “within 12 months of
the application sold a house within a 50-
mile radius of the new house”.

I had not lived there since 1997 and I
would not have owned it for so long if I
had not had to use the courts to evict the
tenants. While I understand that there
must be criteria for the advance of my
gratuity I fail to see what my previous
property has to do with this application,
and indeed why the 12-month/50-mile
rules are necessary.

Not having familiarised myself with the
rules may have been my downfall, but
bearing in mind the criteria which must
be fulfilled before an advance is made, I
doubt that there can be a slack handful of
people in the Army entitled to it. Good
luck to those who think they are. - WO2
(AQMS) S P Firth REME, Plymouth.

L4

A PS10(A) responds: The aim of LSAP is to assist personnel to enter the housing
market and help meet housing needs arising from changing Service or domestic cir-
| cumstances. This means the applicant must show a requirement for an interest-free loan
from the MoD, which in this case, having made a profit, could be called into question.
The 12-month time limit and the 50-mile rule are incorporated to prevent personnel from using
the interest-free loan to help them move up the property ladder. Again the spirit of the law
applies. However, if an applicant can show how they had outgrown an older property then there
may be grounds to purchase within the 12-month/50-mile rules. The onus of proof is on the indi-

vidual to show extenuating circumstances.

LSAP is tax-payers’ money and is therefore targeted at those in most need of these funds and
not necessarily at those who have sold one property and wish to acquire another one, albeit for
sound domestic and long-term financial reasons. (Ref: Regulations for Army Allowances and
Charges = Chap 10, Sect 12. Paras 10.528-10.531.)
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“l guess we're
going to have a
problem gettin
through

A hero’s legacy: Making a will ensures your loved ones are taken care of.
When you remember family and friends, we ask you not to forget the Army
family. A legacy to the ABF will help us to continue looking after members
of our family when they need us. Contact Susan Berrington at the ABF on
020 7591 2054 or send an email to sberrington@armybenevolentfund.com

ARMY
BENEVOLENT

Call 020 7591 2000 or visit www.armybenfund.org

A bit of privacy

Isn't

too much to expect

WITH reference to “Moaning singlies”
(Oct) in response to the earlier letter
asking for more respect to be given to
single soldiers’ accommodation, I am dis-
appointed that a fellow SNCO would not
consider the effort that goes into prepara-
tions for any inspection.

Has he forgotten what it was like? Even
if the singlies’ place is clean and tidy, a
higher level of cleanliness is expected by
the inspector, and so it takes longer to
attain that level.

As a single sergeant in the mess, I
appreciate the privacy I am afforded, as
we are considered adult enough to be left
alone.

Married personnel rarely have their
accommodation inspected (unless it is
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march out) or their free time taken away
so easily.

WO1 (SSI) Gary Miller expressed
“surprise” that soldiers aren’t asking for
four-bedroom houses. They aren’t asking
for them because all they want is some-
where decent to live.

In my unit there is a 31-year-old NCO
who has 13 years of service under his belt.
He lives in a room that only just accom-
modates a single bed and has little floor
space left over.

He is now applying to live out as there
will be no inspections, no one calling for
replacement guards, no one treating him
as a child and, most of all, he will have his
very own privacy. — SNCO (name and
unit supplied).

£SO

Poor exchange rate

FOLLOWING the letter on boots (“Stitch
in time saved the MoD £122.50", Sept),
why is it so hard to get clothing
exchanged? There are fewer than 100
soldiers where | am stationed and the
clothing store is allowed to issue only
two pairs of kit a month.

We have to pre-order, which takes in
most cases longer than three weeks, and
we can swap only one item at a time.

Changing boots and trainers is even
harder. On trying to exchange a pair of
boots at the end of March | was told there
were none in the system and to use my
second pair. Eight months on and my
second pair need replacing.

On a recent visit to a TA unit in our
area, there were shelves full of kit,
including at least 200 pairs of boots. —
Cpl RLC, name and address supplied.

Balancing the books

THE introduction of Pay-As-You-Dine
(PAYD) is long overdue as it will allow
military personnel to eat when they want
it, rather than enforcing rigid dining
times. But the question of the nutritional
value of food offered is a red herring.

We should be asking what effect the
introduction of PAYD might have on the
military salary. As the salary of serving
personnel was always abated to account
for the “free” food provided, an uplift in
pay will be required. I'm sure the bean
counters will have a good reason for
why any question of a pay uplift should
be treated with contempt. — A J Hodges,
ex-RN, Hill Head, Hants.

- - -
Rapid firing Bren
MAJ Sturvitant’s comments (“Machine-
gun lessons of the 1945 are long forgot-
ten”, Sept) forgot to include that the low
rate of fire of the superb British Bren
.303 light machine-gun could be
enhanced by removing a striker spring
from a Mills bomb and adding it to the
Bren’s return spring - 1,000 rpm at a
stroke. — lain Leggatt, Carnoustie.

Degree of caution

AN Open University course is a fantastic
way to broaden your horizons (and the
tutors provided here in BFG are first
rate). However, the Army has a habit of
doing the unexpected, no matter how
well you forecast your personal life to
allow for study. You can continue to study
out-of-theatre, but who is going to give
you an excess baggage allowance to take
your books on operations or exercise.

Two years ago | paid out the money for
a course with the understanding that
when | finished | could claim back a per-
centage through the Army’s Individual
Learning Scheme. Due to last-minute
exercises, including Oman, | lost £140.

In the present climate we are never sure
where we are going to be from one month
to the next. — P Collinson, Gutersioh.




Those room
figures are
even better

I AM writing to correct statistics about
Project SLAM - the single-living accom-
modation modernisation programme —
which appeared in Soldier (Oct).

It is currently planned to deliver up to
2,000 beds of junior ranks’ Z-type and 600
beds of ATRA’s training accommodation
each year. Officers’ and SNCOs’ accom-
modation will be delivered at the rate of
200 beds each year.

This is considerably more than the fig-
ures quoted in the article and is further
enhanced by parallel projects in Northern
Ireland, Germany and Cyprus, plus
major private finance initiative projects at
Colchester, Aldershot and on Salisbury
Plain.

The overall Army figures are therefore
double those quoted and, on average,
from 2004, about 4,000 juniors’ Z-type
rooms will be occupied each year for a
period of ten years.

Pte John Faversham’s wish (Vox Pop,
Oct) is therefore being met and the excel-
lent accommodation recently completed
in Northern Ireland will become more
widespread. It will take time but the first
physical evidence will be available next
vear when work will be in progress at 35
Army establishments. — Col Glyn
Taylor, Head Customer Focus Team,
Project SLAM.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU
® E-mail: mail @soldiermagazine.co.uk

My ‘bonus’ was
just a misprint

AFTER 15 years in the Royal Signals I
left in July last year to pursue a civilian
career. Things did not work out so I made
the decision to re-enlist. This went with-
out a hitch and I rejoined in May.

It was pointed out to me that I should
be entitled to a re-enlistment bounty
(REB), something I had not heard of, so I
decided to investigate.

Under Pay and Allowances in the
TACOS handbook (AC 63804 2002),
the REB is clearly defined as a “recruiting
initiative aimed at soldiers who have left
the Army. A taxable payment of £1,400 is
made to specific trades of the Royal Sig-
nals and other corps if they re-join the
Regular Army.”

I asked my pay staff whether I fulfilled
the criteria (I am a sergeant systems tech-
nician), only to be met with blank looks
and be given an unsatisfactory answer to
the effect that the paragraph in the
TACOS was a misprint.

If this is the case fair enough, but I
would appreciate an explanation as to
who exactly fits the criteria for the entitle-
ment, if it actually exists, rather than be
left with the unpleasant feeling that I have
been fobbed off. Could someone in the
know please clear this up for me and, I am
sure, quite a few other re-enlistees. — Sgt
TC McSween, R Signals.

DM(A) responds: Sgt McSween's
admin office is correct in stating the
TACOS handbook contains a mis-
print. Both re-enlistment bonuses
(REBs) 2 and 4 involve a payment of
£1,400 (gross) to encourage invited ex-sol-
diers to rejoin the Regular Army. To receive a
REB, soldiers have to be invited to rejoin the
colours, they must meet set criteria and they
must also be from a targeted trade. Although
criteria are fixed, the trade list is subject to
change to target specific employment short-
falls. The trade Royal Signals “Systems Tech”
has never appeared on the list of eligible trades.

Criteria to rejoin under REB 2 and 4 are: no
more than 36 months since transfer to the
Reserve; must have left under own accord;
medical category PES of FE; aged under 30;
less than six years' reckonable service; char-
acter assessment exemplary, very good or
satisfactory; and there must be a vacancy in
which the soldier can be employed.

A DSPS(A) instruction will be issued to all
admin offices to alert them to the error.

Readers may also like to know that re-
enlistment schemes 2 and 4 will be replaced
with a rejoining bounty (RJB). The aim of the
RJB is to make a payment of £6,000 to ex-
soldiers in operational pinch-point career
employment groups to encourage them to
join. There will be 330 bounties available in
the first year and clearance is awaited from
the Armed Forces Pay Review Body before
the scheme can begin. The aspiration is to
start it in April to relieve some critically under-
manned trades.

Bonuses depend on scheme you joined

SOLDIERS nowadays are getting three-,
five and eight-year retention bonuses.
When I joined on August 31, 1988 I was
told I’d get five- and eight-year bonuses, a
scheme which stopped shortly before I
was due to benefit from it.

A few months later a similar scheme
started up. When I asked my pay sergeant
at my last unit if I was eligible I was told

A PS10(A) responds: The writer is
mistaken in believing that there are
three bonuses. There are currently two
commitment bonuses in place, payable
at the five- and eight-year points for an addition-
al year's commitment at four or seven years.
The five- and eight-year commitment bonus-
es were introduced for the Army in 1991 on the
introduction of Open Engagement (OE), in
which soldiers received scale A rates of pay
and were not entitled to higher scales or
Length of Service Increments (LSIs).
Unfortunately the sender is not eligible to
receive either bonus, as correctly advised by

that I wasn’t because I joined under a dif-
ferent scheme and that as [ was a C scale-
paid soldier that over 22 years the small
amount | was paid extra each day would
eventually equate to the bonus amount.
Fair enough, but with Pay 2000 now
meaning we are all paid the same, surely
we should get the bonuses due to us.
Some of us who joined in my year are

his pay sergeant, because he joined under the
Notice Engagement (NOTENG), which provid-
ed higher rates of pay (scale B and C rates)
subject to the number of years an individual
had committed to his service as well as LSIs for
additional time served over the nine-year point.

Under Pay 2000, the sender has transi-
tioned at higher rates of pay than his OE
counterparts and, subject to seniority, will
continue to receive these higher rates. He is
right in stating that soldiers who received
their first bonus will receive a second, but this
cannot be paid to those soldiers who are not
on an OE and who have now passed the

marking time in the pay increment we are
in so others, who have joined since, can
catch up. Yet most of the others are about
to receive their second or third pay bonus
while we receive nothing.

I'd like to have the two bonuses I was
supposed to get or at least a proper expla-
nation as to why I don’t deserve them. —
LCpl (name, address supplied). .

P
qualification period. The five- and eight-year
bonuses, which were originally introduced to
equate to OE soldiers’ pay with that of the
NOTENG soldiers, now exist to address
retention problems at four- and seven-year
service, and the sender has passed this
point. The Armed Forces Pay Review Body
will review the existence of, or the level of,
these bonuses (which are also in place for
RN and RAF personnel), in response to
future manning requirements.

@ The writer's ID was passed, with his per-
mission, to PS10(A) so a full answer could be
provided.
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(53 YEARS AGO

From Soldier, November 1977: A packed
theatre at RAF Giitersloh saw LCpl Brian
Morris, of 50 Field Squadron RE, pre-
sented with a silver trophy by Geoff
Love, the composer and arranger, for
winning the 1977 Services’ folk compos-
er of the year competition. Brian, who is
stationed at Maidstone in Kent, entered
the contest through BBC Radio Medway.

&

[ E0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, November 1952: When the
American Army recently allowed the
world a first glimpse of its latest big gun,
the weapon, pictured above, made the
headlines principally, and deservedly, as
the first gun designed to fire atomic
shells. Whether it has actually fired any
was not disclosed, but the authorities are
firm that it can and will do so. -

Regiments asked to help
with plagues to the fallen

THE Government has decided that the
proposed memorial to all Servicemen and
women killed since the Second World
War will be sited at the National Memor-
ial Arboretum at Alrewas, near Lichfield,
and the Royal British Legion is in talks
about taking over the site.

Within the arboretum is the Ulster Ash
Grove, where 719 saplings have been
planted — one for each of the Servicemen
and women killed in Northern Ireland.
The arboretum, a charity, has provided
the trees and attached to each a plastic
label giving the details of the person in
whose remembrance it stands. Perma-
nent plaques are available at £100 each.

Although some families will be able to
afford to pay for these plaques, I believe
they should not be expected to, as their
loved ones have already given so much.
The Government does not pay for memo-
rials, which have to be raised through
public subscription. The MoD suggested
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that if families could not afford the cost
they should ask their regiment for finan-
cial help, but I fear that some of those
killed may not have surviving relatives.

I am writing to suggest each regiment
pays for plaques for the men it lost in
Northern Ireland, which would save rela-
tives having to go cap-in-hand.

If a regiment/corps does not have suffi-
cient funds or its rules prevent them being
used in this way, a special fund could be
set up to which donations by serving
members could be made. Any surplus
could be used to pay for the trees, which
cost £50 each and which were provided
from the arboretum’s funds.

I hope readers will visit the arboretum
to see the Ulster Grove and other memo-
rials there. It is a peaceful place where one
can remember with pride those, like my
son Stephen, who gave their lives in
defence of our Queen and country. — Rita
Restorick, Underwood, Notts.

TALKBACK

PS ...

Can we go to ball?

CAN someone please explain to me so
that | can finally explain to the TA mem-
bers of my unit, why they and their
spouses must find their own transport to
and from our forthcoming Christmas Ball
while Regular staff members, their
spouses and invited Regular officers are
entitled to be driven there and back. —
Mike Donnelly, MT SNCO (NRPS), Cardiff.

HQ AG Media Ops responds:
ﬁ Entitlement for transport to mess

functions is laid down within JSP

341 Defence Road Transport Regu-
lations, at par 3.029. In the past this permit-
ted officers and SNCOs to be conveyed at
public expense to formal mess dinner nights.
Policy on this is determined by the Service
Personnel Policy Branch, which reviewed the
entitlement. As a result, the scope of the
paragraph was increased to include all Reg-
ular Forces, their spouses and dependants.
It excludes girlfriends and boyfriends and
Reserve Forces, the latter having a lesser
entitlement contained within their regula-
tions. It would be difficult to provide similar
entitlements to Reserve Forces, not least as
units, sub-units and members are often sep-
arated by large distances.

Threatening times

AS a Suez veteran, | would like to add my
contribution to the campaign for a medal
and enclose a photocopy of a flyer | picked
up from among some scattered outside
our tents one morning at Tel-El-Kabir.
That was a camp to beat all camps - ask
other veterans who were stationed there.
— Brian F Swan, Alvechurch, Birmingham.
® The dedication of a plaque in memory
of members of the Royal Regiment of
Artillery who died on duty in the Suez Canal
Zone from 1947 to 1954 is to be held in
Larkhill Garrison Church on December 1.

RAF won first VC

SECOND Lt Richard Annand (Diary, Sept)
was the first soldier to win the VC in the
Second World War, not the first man. That
honour went to Flying Officer Donald
Garland RAF, killed in Belgium, on May
12, 1940. - M J Kearney, Wirral, Cheshire.




 TALKBACK

The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

LBdr Steve Riley, 137 Bty, 40 Regt RA
We could do with a lot
more training like
Exercise Iron Anvil.
Our secondary role
is as an infantry
unit but Batus is
the only place we
get to fire live sec-
tion attacks.The
only other training
area | have used is
Salisbury Plain and
Batus is much
better because there
is far more space.

Cin Richard Haswell,
5 Bn REME

The Army has got it
spot-on — it is not until
you come on an
exercise like this that
you realise how much
the British Army actu-
ally spends on our
training. | have been
on six exercises this
year and | think they
get the amount about
right every year.

Sgt Paul Smythe,
Joint NBC Regt
Exercises on the
scale of Iron Anvil
are very few and far
between. It would
be nice to do
brigade-level exer-
cises more often as
they offer the best
training a soldier
can get. However, |
realise that commit-
ments make it very
difficult to have
such a large
number of troops available at any one time.

Gnr Richard Sheldon, =

137 Bty, 40 Regt
RA

| am new to my reg-
iment and Iron

Anvil has been my
first live-firing
exercise. The

guns fascinate me
and getting the
opportunity to actu-
ally fire them is one
of the reasons |
joined up. It would be
great if soldiers got to

Training time
Over-exercised or fit to fight? We asked soldiers deployed on Exercise Iron

Anvil at Batus in Canada whether they thought the British Army dedicated
the right amount of time to field training and operational exercises

come to Batus once a year — it is a massive
area and there is not a lot you

can't do here.

JUO Edwin Kelly,
Leeds University
OTC

Getting to go on
exercises in places
like Canada is one
of the reasons |
want to join up.

| think exercises are
quite well rewarded
when there is
adventurous
training or R and R
attached to them.

Pte Adam Spooner,

RAMC

Exercises offer
medics excellent
training - so the
more the better. As
well as dealing with
play casualties you
often have to treat
real-life injuries in
the field and you
learn more from
doing that than you
ever would sitting in
a classroom.

Interviews: Andy Simms Pictures: Graeme Main

LCpl Paddy Hilson,
Joint NBC Regt
As far as the Joint
NBC Regiment
goes we have too
much training and
go on too many
exercises — we are
never at home and
don't get to see our
wives and children
as often as we
would like. Part of
the problem is that
every brigade wants
to exercise with the Joint NBC Regiment.

Cpl Gary Etherington,
5 Bn REME ‘
The REME needs to
undertake more
trade training so
that if there is a
conflict we have the
necessary exper-
tise to support it.
More exercises like
Batus would be
great — it is a perfect
training environ-
ment.

Capt Robert Driver, 1 Kings
The British Army has got e
the balance right. | per-
sonally enjoy going
on exercise and
it is, after all,
what we are
paid to do. | am
aware that there
are a lot of cost con-
straints but it would
be nice to do more
overseas exercises as
these allow soldiers
to train in varied
environments.
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VOLVO
for life

SPECIAL OFFER

Free Overseas Pack’

First Aid Kit
Warning Triangle
Set of Left Hand Drive Lights

The Volvo range starts from

£10,425

ARE YOU POSTED OVERSEAS?

Az WHETHER YOU ARE POSTED OVERSEAS OR CURRENTLY BASED IN THE UK IT'S WORTH KNOWING THAT VOLVO BRITISH MILITARY SALES ARE THE ONLY
; 5 AUTHORISED SUPPLIER OF TAX FREE VOLVO CARS TO THE MILITARY. DEALING DIRECTLY WITH VOLVO BR TISH MILITARY SALES MEANS YOU WILL HAVE
ﬂ S ACCESS TO THE FULL VOLVO RANGE AT TAX FREE PRICES WITH EXCLUSIVE OFFERS DESIGNED WITH YOU IN MIND. YOU WILL ALSO EXPERIENCE THE
HIGH LEVELS OF CUSTOMER CARE AND EXPERTISE YOU WOULD EXPECT FROM VOLVO. CONTACT US TO DISCOVER THE NEW VOLVO RANGE TODAY.
Volvo Car Ltd (British Military Sales) PO Box 200, Hatfield, AL9 7AR
Tel: +44 1707 262388 Email: bms@volvocars.com
For more information please call on +44 1707 262388 or email: bms@volvocars.com or complete and return the coupon below by fax or post.
Title Name

Please return to

Address VOLVO CAR UK BRITISH MILITARY SALES

BFPO Number (Postcode) Freepost WD691
Hatfield
Hertfordshire
AL9 7BR
or fax return to +44 1707 261712

Volvo Model of Interest or email: bms@volvocars.com

Telephone (daytime) Emai

Current car

soldier

*Overscas pack available on new car orders for Soldier magazine readers upon presentation of this voucher. Offer cannot be combined with any other promotion. Models shown for illustration purposes only, All prices quoted are VAT free

Ist 2002 and December 31st 2002

SOLDIER November 2002 @

Offer valid for arders placed betwee
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TAX
' FREE

Tax Free Specialists

pnly the best...

Alia Pomeo
Audi

Bimuw
Citroen
Chrysier
Usewoo
Ford

Fiat

Honds
Hyundai
Jaguar
Jeep
Landrover
iMercedes Benea
¢ MG Rover
iMini
Mitsuwbishi
Peugeot
PFenault
geatl

Skoda
Suauhki
Usurnhall
Volhswagen

;iﬁ
v -

iF YOU'RE NOT BUYING YOUR NEHT NELW CAR FAOM EMC ¥YOU'LL PROBABLY BE PAYING TOO MUCH!
For more details and to order call Wayne, Lee, Scott and Steve

Uk PHONE: : ~
01323738675 E.MC
UK FAH: TAX FREE

n I 323 73458“ UK FREEPOST (BR 1384) CAVENDISH BRIDGE,
EASTBOURNE BN21 51D

GERMAN FREEPHONE 0A00I 860i83 / 0800I 821633 WWMLEmMCTa Hfi’EE .COMm






