






















SOLDIER TAKES 
The Army will give the bride away, tie the 
knot, bake the wedding cake and arrange 
the honeymoon. What are you waiting for? 

It won't be a stylish marriage, We can t aiford a carriage , . ;' 
ON'T believe it. An Army marriage can he quite a n stylish occasion, whether in Catterick. Moascar or 

, 

, ~ .,,,, L/ Singapore. i 

If the bride's father cannot be present, the bridegroom's 
commanding officer will probably regard it as a privilege 
(indeed, a pleasure) to put on his Sam Browne and give the 
bride away. He has been known to lend his private car for the .. I . :2.  .. &L. .I.LI._ I & - . - - _ - ~ ~ .  - - - . ~ I - . ! - -  I~ .%. . .. I ..- 
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iiue LV m e  biaiiun (rranspurr regulations ioroiu m e  use 01 w u  
vehicles for this seemingly praiseworthy purpose). 

Soldiers of the bridegroom's about local marriage regulations 

A BRIDE 
Field-Marshal Sir William Slim's lines" of an Army camp or head- . words] "a married soldier has a quarters. 
better chance of getting a house In recent years many soldiers 
in the Army than he'would in have been married In dvilian 
rdost places on the municipal clothes. As Number One Dress 
housino list." comes into service, however, the 

Sine; marriage is not merely 
a matter of financial arrange- 
ments, the soldier is well advised 
to have a talk with his chaplain - bringing his bride-to-be along 
to the interview. 

The yomen's corps have their 
own regulations. A Service girl 
may claim her release an mar- 
riage (last year 800 girls left the 
Women's Royal Army Corps to 
marry). 

A girl who decides to stay in 
the Service after marriage may 
claim two "wedding presents" 
from the Army: home posting, if 
her intended husband is already 
In .Britain, and 14 days mar- 
riasn leave, in addition to her 
ordinary entitlement of privilege 
leave. A married Servicewoman 
does not, of course, draw mar- 
riage aliowance for her husband. 
If her husband ir serving he will 
receive the allowance in the nor- 
mal way. If a husband and wife 
are both serving they may not, 
by War Office reguiations, be in 
the same unit. 

At home, marriage procedure 
for the soldier Is almost the 
same as for the civilian, but there 
are differenres for Regulars and1 
National Servicemen. A Regular's 
"home church is considered to 
be the garrison church where he 
is stationed, and his hanns are 
cklled there; a National Service- 
man may. if he wishes, have his 
banns called at  his civilian "home 
church." 

Overseas, an Army chapiainmay 
perform a marriage not only in a 
garrison church but in any recog- 
nised place of worship. In Rhine 

,Army, weddings have taken place 
even in cinemas. 

In a few overseas commands, 
it is possible under the Foreign 
Marriages Act for a Commander- 
in-Chief to appoint an officer to 
perform marriages. Such forma- 
lities, by an "appointed officer" 
(usually a member of the Staff) 
must take nlace "wlthin the 

number of uniformed weddings is 
likely to increase. Provided they 
hhve received War Offlco p a -  
mission, ex-officers taking part in 
a wedding ceremony may wear 
their old uniforms. 

Formal guards of honour (uf 

frequently a feature of officers 
weddings. In most regimentL 
they are provided by the bride- 
groom's brother officers, who 
make an archway of swords. In 
some Cavalry regiments. troopers 
have formed archways of lances. 
In tlie Household Cavalry and 
Foot Guards it is customary for 
warrant offlcers and senior NCO's 
to archway provide of swords the guards, in the with House- an 

hold Cavalry, hut not in the Foot 
Guards. 

Many Servicemen. especially 
overseas, ask NAAFI to organise 
wedding receptions. Not so long 
ago NAAFI catered for 300 guests 
at the WeddinQ of a major-gener- 
al, but it is equally happy look- 
ing after half a dozen friends of 
a private soldier. 

NAAFI has baked countless 
wedding cakes, some with Con- 
fectionery aircraft and tanks on 
them. The Army Catering Corps 
can also produce a handsome 
wedding cake when requested. 

Besides the cake, NAAFI will 
provide all the food, a marquee 
in which to hold the reception. 
decorations and a toastmaster. 
On occasions, NAAFI has also 
provided Residential the bride. NAAFI clubs and 

overseas holiday camps do much 
business with hone moon COUP- 
les. The €250,000 ciu\ at Chatham 
has the last accommodated year. Here, 300 a newly of them mar- in 

ried pair may have a weeks Stay 
for a hill as low as €10. Nor does 
the bride need to darn her hug- 
bands iocks on their honey- 
moon - the indefatigable WO- 
men's Voluntarv Services will do _. . 
it for her. 

in a civilian hotel! 
You don't get service like that 

"No.ihis i s  mt\the h A F l  whcrz 
thmy eater for honeymoon couplu. 

- 

LICpl. Reglnald Crabtrce and Corporol Berth0 Comley-who 
shared the same mllilary pollcejeep-an marrled In Germany. 

THIS STORY STARTED 
IN A POLICE JEEP 

Y OU mlght th&k that romance could never butgeon Ln a 
mllltary pollce Jeep - hut you would be mug.  

Lance - Corptmd Reginaid two-tier iced c a k ~  "OB repay. 
Crabtree, of the Corps of ment," much more cheaply 
Royal Military Police, and than a civilian firm would 
Corpora1 Bertha Christine have done. 
Comley, of the Women's The bridegroom's friend, 
Royal Army Corps, are now Serjeant R. Fox, agreed to be 
man and wife. They first met hest man, and his Command. 
when they were assigned to ing Officer, Major P. D. Witty 
the same military police jeep to give the bride away. Army 
patrolling Bad Oeynhausen. Welfare decorated the church 
After that, they often had with flowers, free of charge 
spells of duty together, both After the ceremony thf 
in jeeps and on foot They bridal partyposedfor an Army 
decided to become engaged Public Relat!oM photographel 
one night just before going who sent pictures, with a re. 
off patrol, a contingency for port of the wedding, to thf 
which their patrol orders had local newspapers in the dis. 

tricts where the bride ant made no provision. 
The corporals' commanding bridegroom lived. There WnI 

officers approved thelr PP- a reception in the Army-re 
plication to go home to Eog- quisitioned flat, where thf 
land on leave ogether, so that couple were to make their firs1 

other to their familfes. The day honeymoon to the Arm1 
Army considers this a wise leave centre at  Bad Hamburg 
move, and wishes many other As they were on officia 
couples would do the same. leave, they travelled on a frw 

Permission for the wedding Army warrant and paid 0111) 
to take place was given by 2s a day. 
Rhine Army Headquarters. When Lance-Corporal Crab 
Corporal Comley decided to tree returned to duty, he was 
make her own gown, though gtven a copy of Army Forn 
the WRAC unit in Bad O e p  A43A, "Notification of Mar 
hausen. like others, could riage For Registration," which 
have lent her one. The Army would serve as a msrriagf 
Catering Corps produced a certificate. 

Archway of truncheons for a "Redcap" wedding. 

they might I, koduce each home. Then they went on a 12 
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American and British troops combined to hold 
T H E H E A D I N E s mountain manoeuvres in Austria and Trieste. 

Everybdy co-operated, ercept the Weather Clerk 
T W O  L I T T L E  W A R S  T H A T  M I S S E D  

4 1  the British and AmGrican troops 
into a combined Wied force 
under battle conditlons. The 
"enemy" wore American "Aggres- 
aor" uniform - which included 
green shirts and Romandtype 
helmets. Opposed to them, under 
Major-General William R. Brad- 
ford, United States Army, was a 
force Vhch included the 1st Bat- 
talions of the North Stafford- 
shire and the Loyal Regiments. 
Despite "demolitions" and counter- 
raids, they forced theenemy hack 
to the 'frontiers of Italy and 
Ju o Slavia. 

%tense rain fell on the first 
evening, bringing motor-cyclists 
to a halt in narrow, mud-churned 
lanes. But soaked as they were, 
men did not forget their canmu- 
Rage1 tank tracks were at once 
covered, even though spotting 
aircraft were grounded by the 
weather. Later came the whine of 
Roypl Air Force jet fi hws at 
tree top-height. The plots had 
flown over from Germany. 

British soldiers lived with 
American units, and vice versa. 
"American food was great but 
I'd prefer pancakes and s y ~ p  
for tea, instead of breakfast." said 
a British soldier. The Amwicana 
missed their hot coffee. - Prom 
a reporl by Major Alan Coomber, 
Mllllary Observer In Trleste. 

I 

ORE than 9Q y- 
have paued &CO tke M lost shot rang out h 

1918 over the crag# .d de- 
files of Mdunt Ernuda, mu 

There, for more than thrac 
long, heart-breaking years, the 
Italian and Austrian An&s 
had struggled for the 
which guards the wentfnh 
gateway to this Adriatic Port. 
heard the sound of gun$ when 
British and American troops took 
part in four-day manoeuvre#. 

Zone "A' of the Free Tsrttory, 
in which BriUsh and 
fotces are stationed, 
only 86 square miles - Uttle 
room for modem armies to man- 
oeuvre; much training is there- 
fore done in Austria or elwwhera 
On this occasion the whole of 
the Allied Force left their offices 
and barracks for the hills sur- 
rounding Trieste (the city, i t  wan 
assumed. was in flames). 

The object of the exercise, 
which was directed by Major- 
General Sir John Winterton, the 
Zone Commander. was to train 

Left: Bren corrlers and  Infantry of 
thelst BaltallonTheNorthStafford- 
shim Regt. adranee up the auto- 
strada towards Mount Ermoda. 
The leading carrier has It8 gun 
pointed to the rear in reodinassfor 
a rumoured ambush fromthe left. 

Triesta 1 
1 

7 
Recently Mount -a& epin  i 

I 
I GUN! 

In the Royal Slgnolr cookhouse: hot bully bhef stew was never so popular. 

MUDLARKS 
XERCISE Prosty it w&i 
called - and everything E happened except frost. 

British troops in Austria - notably the 1st Battalions 
of the Cameron Highlanders 
and the Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment, plus the 11th (In- 
dependent) Field Squadron, 
Royal Engineers - supple- 
mented a large American force, 
drawn mainly from Austria 
with elements from Germany 
and Trieste. 

The British [who were issued 
with dollar scrip at the rate of 
1.50 dollars per man per day) 
were committed to the defence 
of the approaches to Salzburg and 
Bad Ischl agamst "Aggressoy" 
forces advancing from the north. 

Prom Day One onwards, until 
the withdrawal was almost com- 
pleted, theScots and theEngmeers 
took a thorough soaking from 
the weather as they fell hack, 
according to plan, to the town 
of Mondsee, with no thought for 
the beautiful lake scenery, amid 
snow - capped mountains. They 
hardly settled anywhere long 
enough even to do full justice to 
their 'C' rations and certainly 
never came within reach of a 
mobile PX to spend that scrip. 

By Day Five 
comparative peace 

. . .. . ,  - .  . 

6 ' .  . 

Assistant vmplm wlth brewup can: 
Sit. R. Whayton, Cameron Hlghlandom 

Hlr d waa "In flames": Major-General Slr 
John 8Inkdon.  Trtestr Zone Commander. 

Tuting lines at the rwdside: Ca . 
taln Francb Jsrram. Royal Slgnai!. 
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V 0 0 0 ,**finUt. “It’s for you.” 

“Dear Bert.” he says, “how’s things in Korea? W e  are feeling, 
rather lost this evening - the teievirlon’s broken down. 

“Don’t you think calling the roll every 
morning Is going a bit far. Serjeontl” 

I 

“Remember, it’s a top secret, Humphrr- ” 
, 

”Perhaps you’d like to have a go. 
sir-he says his name’s Sam.” 



r BACK TO THE FIELD 
1 . '  

,,* 1 . J , r  - #. I .. d . .  I. ' ,a- . .&  a .  

This vigorous painting is hung in the battery 
office of "G" Battery (Mercer's Troop). It shows 
Napoleon's cavalry reeling under artillery tire, 

k f t :  The Gunners found the Field of Waterloo 
-.. t6 be well prepared for tourists. Beside the 

museum is a cinema which a11 day long shows 
a 20-minute film reconstruction of the battle. 

Left, below: From the spot where Captain Mercer, 
defying the Great Duke, continued to pound the 
French cavalry. the Officer Commanding "G" 
Battery (Mercer's Troop), Major J. Fairclough. 
tells how the tide of battle (and perhaps of his- 
tory) was turned. In the background is the me- 
morial mound surmounted by the great  metal lion. 

Below: RSM R. Millard DCM shows Gunner 
J. Chatterfield, who was also a t  Hondeghem in 
1940, one of the 18-pounder shell cases which the 
Battery Commander brought back from France. 

m- 
L F"' 

From Germany, two famous batteries of 
the Royal Horse Artillery went back to 
the battlefields in Belgium and France OF HONOUR where they once defied tremendous odds 

ORTUNATE are those units which, by the accident of 
their postings, are able to revisit their old battlefields. F F r o m  Rhine  A r m y  t w o  renowned ba t te r ies  of the 5th 

Regiment  Royal  H o r s e  Art i l lery recent ly  made pi lgr images to 
their  f ie lds  of honour .  To Water loo ,  in  Belgium, w e n t  t h e  
G u n n e r s  of "G" Bat tery (Mercer's Troop), and to t h e  little 
vi l lage of Hondeghem in  nor thern  France  w e n t  t h e  G u n n e r s  of 
"K" (Hondeghem) Battery. 

Who was Mercer? He was 2nd found that the hattlefield is now 
Captain Alexander Mercer who. a cornfield. They stood on the 
at the Battle of Waterloo. com- spot where the Troop deployed its 
manded "G '  Troop (troops were guns and walked over the fields 
later re-designated batteries) in where the Britishlnfantry dealt the 
support of the Brunswick Infantry death blow to Napoleon's Army. 
ighting with the British against The honour given to "K '  (Hon- 
Vapoleon. In defiance of the deghem) Battery commemorates 
h k c  of Wellington's orders to an  heroic action in which the 
Nit::.jraw hetween the Infantry Battery took part in World War 
.quares if the French charged Two when the British Army was 
home, the Troop held firm and falling hack on Dunkirk. The 
continued filing its guns, inflict- Battefy headquarters and "F' 
ing tremendous casualties. Three Troop held Hondeghem for eight 
times the French charged, on the hours against vastly superior 
last occasion to within a few feet German armoured forces and with 
of the guns. hut each time they accurate supporting fire from"D" 
were driven back. When the third Troop inflicted heavy casualties, 
charge had been routed the As they withdrew they fought 
French withdrew in disorder and another spirited action to break 
the British Infantry moved for- through the German-held village 
ward to deal the coup-de-grace. of St. Silvestre. where they clear- 

But "G" Troop was almost an- cd the waywith a furious bayonet 
nihilated. Of its 200 horses, 140 rharge  
were killud. Most of the Troop Three of the men who were 
were killed or wounded and the qiven immediate decorations for 
remainder, vdnce. were when too urdcred exhausted to ad- to their leadership and bravery in 

the action accompanied the Bat- 
tery back to the scene of its 
stand. Colonel Rawdon Home 
DSO, MC (then commanding the 
Battery and now a London busi- 
nessman) met the Battery in 
France; Major Brian Teacher MC 
(then commanding "F" Troop) 
made the journey from 2nd In- 
fantry Division headquarters in 
Rhine Army; and Regimental Ser- 
jeant-major R. Millard DCM. of 
the 5th Regiment Royal Horse 
Artillery, who in 1940 was the 
Battery Serjeant-major, joined 
the party in Germany. 

They showed the men of the 
Battery where the guns had been 
sited and pointed out the church 
in Handeghkm whose tower had 
been used as an observation posl. 
A gap in the village street war 
once a villa where the cookhouse 
had been - until it was destroy- 
ed by the Battery a t  point-blank 
range when the Germans occup- 
ied it. Major Teacher took th 
Gunners to the sppt in St. Si 
vestre where he had been wounr 
ed and there met a French 
w o m m  who remembered seeing 
him fall. She insisted on their 
drinking wine together. 

The party also visited the 
cemeteries in Handeghem and St. 
Silvestre where some of those 
killed in the action are buried. 

At Hondeghem. Colonel Rawdon 
Hoye DSO, MC. who command- 
ed K" (Hondeghem) Battery In 
1940, stands with the present 
Battery Commander. Major H. 
J. de W. Waller. on the spot 
where one of his guns was sited. 

THEY COULD NOT GO BACK TO ALBUHERA, BUT- 
HE battlefield of Alhuhera Is a long way from T Harnsey. So Territorials of the 7th Battalion 

The Mlddlesex Reglment decided to  reconstruct the 
site of their most famous victory In their drlll hall. 

'The story of the battle was told by the Adjutant, 
Captain P. L Pearce Gould. playing the part of an 
Albuhera veteran and dressed in Peninsular uni- 
form. With him were two serjeant-majors and two 
privates. also in period uniform. 

The 57th (now the 1st Battalion of the Middlesex 
Kegiment), went into battle a stubby unit, with an 
average height of five feet five inches, but highly 
trained; of 659 NCO's and men, only 156 had less 
than four years service. 

Alhuhera was a fierce battle in which the British 
"were conscious of nothing hut of dense smoke. 
constant closing towards the centre, a slight ten- 

move. 
Mercer and hi$ Troop undaubt- 

cdly contributed largely to the 
British victory at Waterloo but, 
because his order had been dis- 
obeyed, the Duke of Wellington 
refused to recognise their gallan- 
try. He was so displeased that 
shortly afterwards he personally 
intervened to relieve Mercer of 
the command of another troop 
and refused to grant him brevet 
rank. I t  was not until many 
years later. when 2nd Captain 
Merccr had reached the rank of 
general, that the War Office made 
amends by reconmending nim for 
the Order of the Companion of 
the Bath. 

Thc honour of being allowed 
to include the name Mercer in its 
title was granted to the Battery 
at the beginning of this century. 
short!y after it had b e m  com- 
manded in the Boer War by 
Captain Mercer's grand-nephew 
who later became Major-General 
Sir 1. E, Mercer. 

Today in the battery office of 
"G' Battery (Mercer's Troop) 
hangs a copy of a painting de- 
picting the Troop in action at 
Waterloo (the original hangs in 
the Royal Artillery officers' mess 
a t  Larkhill). Nearhy is a parch- 
ment listing the officers and men 
of the Troop who fought at 
Waterloo, and laid out on a table 
are  Captain Mercer's Waterloo 
niedd and parts of his diary. In 
the officers' mess are  a sabre- 
tache worn by an officer of the 
Troop a t  Waterloo and a model 
of the Fallen Eagle, replica of the 
monument that overlooks the field 
of Waterloo today. Dressed in Peninsular W a r  uniform an officer of the 7th Battalion The Middlesex 

The men of "G' Battery (Mer- Regiment describes the battle which earned the Regiment the nameof "The Diehards." 
(Courte*y d H o ~ n i e y  Jnuurnd) c e r ' ~  Troop) who visited Wdterloo 
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dency to advance and an invincible resolution not 
to retire." The line dwindled, and gaps between 
battalions grew as men still on their feet edged 
closer to their Colours. 

Colonel William Inglis. who commanded the 
57th. had his horse shot dead under him as he 
dressed the Regiment before the battle. Without 
taking his eyes off his men, he shook his ieet clear 
of the stirrups and led the 57th into action an  foot. 

I t  was he who earned the Middlesex their nick- 
name when he urged them: "Die hard. Fifty- 
Seventh! Die hard!" 

The battle lasted six 01 seven hours, and Seven 
out of every ten men of the 57th were killed or 
wounded. Next day, the rations of one company 
were drawn by one man. Of the fallen. it  was said 
that, "every wound was in front." 


































