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COVER — Maj Roger Warren
aims his Tactical Engagement
Simulator (TES) “God gun”
during a Medicine Man exercise
at the British Army Training Unit
Suffield (BATUS) in Canada. The
gun activates or suppresses
sensors, “killing” or reactivat-

Looking good: the new unisex Army puliover on show at the Defence Clothing and Textile Agency

Services opt for
unisex line
in pullovers

NEW loose-fitting olive green Army pullovers are
to be introduced next month by the Defence
Clothing and Textile Agency (DCTA) at Andover.

Designed for use by
all three Services, the
unisex jumpers have
improved fire retardant
capabilities, wash more
easily, and are said to be
longer-lasting than the
tight-fitting old “woolly

pully”.
Regiments which
wear jumpers other

than in standard olive,
such as the cherry ver-
sion of The Queen’s
Royal Hussars, will be
able to buy different coloured
jumpers at their own expense.
The new pullover will be
available to the Royal Navy and
Army from December 1, and to
the Royal Air Force from

V-neck version

1 March. Quite different
in shape and appear-
ance to the heavy wool
ribbed jersey in current
use, it is made from an
80 per cent wool, 20
per cent nylon mix, and
is machine-washable.
Although male sol-
diers will wear a crew-
neck version, a V-neck
option may be intro-
duced where corps and
regimental dress regu-
lations allow it. Female
soldiers have been using V-neck
pullovers since last year.
Special features on the new
garment — its catalogue title is
“Jumper Utility, wool/nylon
(Jersey Universal)” - include

ing vehicles. TES has dramati- H.O\.:v Woo'f(.ars QU] [ |ancers | | Northern Ireland
cally enhanced training values. tSlx T 80s’ in their campaign

See special feature in Pages 20- | R{g:[ol C:30) i :

27. (Picture: Terry Champion) ages 26-27 brooch - Page 181

3 The Jersey Universal will
not be part of the British
Army’s fighting wardrobe.

J Cold weather clothing
requirements will be met by
Combat Soldier 95, a range
9f garments worn singly or
in layers, and featured in
Soldier in April 1993,

U The Dutch Army calls it an
“onion skin” system because
the layers can be peeled off
as required.
U The warm layer will be
provided by a fleece combat
jacket liner and shirts such
as the Norwegian roll-neck.
At skin level the soldier
:miars a T-shirt. The outer
‘skin” is a quick-dryin
wind-proof 1‘iel¢:;:I jacket.ry .

pen pockets on the left sleeve
and elbow patches.

The tri-Service nature of the
pullover is a result of the three
dress committees agreeing to
adopt an identical design for the
first time in their histories.

Cdr David Hobbs RN of the
DCTA described the pullover
as “a no-nonsense practical gar-
ment that will answer the need
for a modern, smarter image as
most Service people are seen in
sweaters.”

The garment will appear grad-
ually as it is introduced on a
maintenance’ basis, replacing
worn-out stock. An initial order
of about 50,000 has been made.

@® How it was — Page 12
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NEWSLINE

SWIFT action by men of A
(King Harald) Company, 1st
Battalion, The Green Howards
helped save the life of a
German woman trapped in a
burning car outside the camp
gates.

The soldiers, led by CSgt
Gary Smith, were in the Opera-
tions Room at Haltern training
camp, south of Miinster, when
sentry Pte Robert Holbeck ran
in to report a serious accident
on the road leading past the
camp gates.

CSgt Smith (left of picture,
with soldiers involved in the
rescue) ran to the scene, where
he found a man struggling to
release his injured female com-
panion from the badly dam-
aged vehicle.

As he instructed Dmr Steve
Seymour to assist the driver
and called for a sleeping bag to
keep the casualty warm, the car
burst into flames.

LCpl Michael Clarke ran to
get fire extinguishers while
Dmr Peter Elstob and Pte Colin

Green Howards rescue crash victim

Cavill contained the flames as
best they could.

Pte Holbeck and Dmr Paul
Collins controlled traffic until

the emergency services
arrived to take over.
The battalion is based at

Belfast Barracks in Osnabriick.

't Gen
Smith to

be GOC
Northern
Ireland

LT Gen Rupert Smith, cur-
rently Commander UNPRO-
FOR in Bosnia, is to take over
as General Offi-
cer Command-
ing Northern
Ireland in the
New Year.

He will be
relieved by Maj
Gen Mike Jack-
son, at present
GOC 3 (UK)
Divigieny
although  the
precise timing
of the handover
has yet to be
decided in the
light of the implementation of
a peace settlement, the future
role of UNPROFOR and the
situation in Bosnia.

Lt Gen Sir Roger Wheeler,
currently GOC Northern Ire-
land, will move on to another
senior appointment still to be
announced.

Gen Jackson’s successor at 3
(UK) Division has not yet been
appointed.

Gen Jc son

Bell (left) and doctor Capt Mike
McErlain (right) decided to ride
home, they didn’'t do it by
halves. The two RAMC officers,
pictured back at their Aldershot
base with Col Quentin Ander-
son, commanding officer of 4
Field Ambulance RAMC, cycled
all the way from Bosnia. ..
When their three-month tour
of duty with the Rapid Reaction
Force came to an end, the two
officers hopped on their bikes
and pedalled back to the United

Mine-blast officers escape

TWO British Army officers
injured by shrapnel from a
mine while supervising the
recovery of the bodies of Croa-
tian soldiers north of Jajce
have returned to Britain.

The men, a captain in the

Royal Engineers and a lieu-
tenant serving with the 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers in former Yugoslavia,
miraculously escaped serious
injury when one of them
stepped on the mine.

. aoa i

Kingdom via the Alps, ltaly, Ger-
many and France. They com-
pleted the 1,200 miles without
support in 13 days.

Sponsored by the Automobile
Association, Aldershot Cycle
World and other local business-
es, they hope to raise £3,000 for
Save the Children and the
British Limbless Ex-Service-
men’s Association (BLESMA).

Donations may be sent to
PRI, 4 Fd Amb RAMC, Browning
Barracks, Aldershot, Hants
GU11 2BU.

serious injury

They were responding to a
request from the Bosnian and
Croat authorities to supervise
the difficult recovery of bodies
from a vehicle which had gone
over a cliff in an area strewn
with mines.

Spike backs
memorials
campaign

EX-GUNNER Spike Milligan, the
comedian, writer and environmen-
talist, has agreed to become
patron of Friends of War Memori-
als, the fledgling organisation
which aims to ensure these monu-
ments are looked after.

Founder lan Davidson, who first
gave news of his campaign in Sol-
dier, believes
war memorials m
should be kept in parade-ground
condition as a constant reminder
of “our debt to our dead".

Anyone interested in the cam-
paign should send a large SAE to
Mr Davidson at 28 Sheaveshill
Court, The Hyde, Colindale,
London NW$9 6BP.

® RACAL and British Telecom
head consortia shortlisted to run
the Defence Fixed Telecommuni-
cations System, a single network
scheduled to replace the numer-
ous independent tri-Service tele-
coms networks linked with MoD.

@ Lt Gen Sir Mike Walker, Com-
mander ARRC, visited 2 Royal
Anglian at Celle, Germany, and
presented four Theatre Comman-
der's Commendations for service
in Bosnia. He is Deputy Colonel of
the regiment.

® The MoD has commissioned
travel consultancy Michael Cleeve
Associates to investigate the fea-
sibility of corporate travel agents
running the department’s £180
million a year travel business.

® Three teams from Aldershot-
based 251 Signal Squadron took
part in an international assault
course competition at Tournai in
Belgium. The unit was the first to
enter a women’s team. Cpl Sue
Donaughy won the sniper shoot.

® More than 300 cadets from
Army and Combined Cadet Force
detachments in the North East
converged on Catterick last month

for Exercise Colts Canter.
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On sale now . ..
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Our colourful calendar
takes a photographic
view of events involv-
ing the British Army:

* UN duty in Bosnia

* TA on exercise in
the Pennines

* The King’s Troop
RHA on parade

* Multiple-Launch
Rocket System
demonstration

* The Army Horse
Trials at Tidworth

* Exercise Winged
Crusader in France

* Challenger 2 on
show

* Warrior: the view

The
SOLDIER

A
e 1L e from the inside
Calendar g * Exercise Highland
' 99 6 Bl o g Merlin in Scotland

* CSE entertainers
i dazzle the troops

Fill in the order details and send them, with your cheque/PQ in £ sterling
TO 0 R D E R only, to the address below. If you do not wish to cut your magazine please

photocopy this page, or send your details on a separate sheet of paper.

INGME ( DIOCK CAPIAIS PIEASE).svse e sssreresrssnreensssnesesssssssssssnsssnaanssssssasssessamssessasintesiasiseessassasssa s te st asteees
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Please send me ........cccceeeennn. copies of The Soldier Calendar @ £6.00 UK
.................... copies of The Soldier Calendar @ £7.30 elsewhere (land)
.................... copies of The Soldier Calendar @ £9.00 elsewhere (airmail)
Total payment enclosed £....................... ( £ sterling only, payable to Soldier)

Return to: The Soldier Calendar 1996, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU, England.

Please allow 14 days for delivery, up to six weeks overseas (land). Orders received after Dec 1 cannot be guaranteed for delivery before Christmas




REDUNDANCIES among Gurkhas
will be reduced by several hundred
to alleviate undermanning in some
units, Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames told the Com-
mons on October 24.

Of 1,000 Gurkha redundancies
planned to start next year, about
400 will be retained for a further
three years. Most will make up
three infantry companies, while
others will fill a shortfall in Royal
Signals units.

In a Lords debate in July, former
Chief of the
Defence Staff Fd
Marshal Lord
Bramall, describ-
ing the Army as
“overstretched
and under-
manned”, called
for all Gurkha
redundancies to
be halted to help
the infantry’s manpower situation.

OnOctober16 Defence
Secretary Michael Portillo
addressed the question of over-

inthe Lords .

REDUNDANCIES of more than
1,000 Gurkha soldiers planned to
start this year should be halted to
help the infantry’s manpower situa-
tion, Fd Marshal Lord Bramall said

From Soldier, August 7

stretch during the
Commons debate on
the Defence Esti-
mates.

He said the
Defence Select
Committee had right-

“On the basis of cur-
rent commitments,
the average for
1995-96 will be 20
months.

“I am conscious of
the impact of that

ly expressed con- A summary of Defence change on soldiers

cern about this topics from Westminster

problem,  drawing

particular attention to the opera-
tional tour intervals in the Army and
especially in the infantry. “The
Army is currently heavily commit-

ted to opera-
tions,” he said.
“Some 23 per

cent of the field
Army is deployed
on  operations
with another ten
per cent prepar-
ing for or recover-
ing from them.
“Because of
that, this year we shall not be able
to meet our target of an average
operational tour interval of 24
months for infantry battalions.

and the effect upon
them of separation
from their families and of uncom-
fortable living conditions.”

He paid tribute to the Armed
Forces for enduring these depriva-
tions without morale or operational
capability being affected.

Mr Portillo gave further details of
the Joint Rapid Deployment Force,
announced in July and to be
formed under its own chief of oper-
ations by August 1 1996, which will
be of reinforced brigade strength
with supporting naval and air com-
ponents.

He said it would be capable of
being used either as part of a
national response to a crisis or as
part of an international coalition,
whether brought together by

NEWSI.INE
Reprieved Gurkhas to the rescue

NATO, the Western European
Union or the UN.

Units assigned to the JRDF
would be specially manned,
trained and equipped and have
high-quality leadership. The force,
separate from the ACE Rapid
Reaction Corps, will be based on a
core formed of 5 Airborne Brigade
and 3 Commando Brigade, under-
pinned by British  contingency
forces. “Our goal is to create a
force with the power to influence
events,” he said.

= = e

The Royal Armoured Corps
Training Regiment, 9th/12th Royal
Lancers (Prince of Wales's) Regi-
ment, will be located at Swanton
Morley in Norfolk, Armed Forces

Minister Nicholas Soames
announced during the Defence
Debate on October 17.

Q. ey

In the past three years Britain’s
Armed Forces have exercised
603 times with NATO members
and 18 times with former Warsaw
Pact countries.

Queen gives
approval for
NATO Medal

BRITISH troops serving in or
directly supporting NATO
operations in the Balkans will
be eligible to receive the
NATO Medal with the clasp
“Former Yugoslavia”.

The Queen has given her
approval for the medal to be
worn.

Qualifying periods for the
medal are 30 days’ continuous
or accumulated service in the
theatre of NATO operations,
defined as the territory of the
former Yugoslavia, and the
Adriatic, including airspace
above, or 90 days’ continuous
or accumulated service in the
area of operations outside the
former Yugoslavia and Adriatic
(Traly) , between July 1, 1992
and a final date to be specified.

British service personnel will
not be eligible for the
UNPROFOR Medal and the
NATO Medal for the same
period of operational service.
Permission to accept and wear
both medals will be granted
only when there is a clear dif-

ference between the two peri-
ods of qualifying service.

The medal bears the NATO
star set in a wreath of olive
leaves. The words “North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation”
and “In Service of Peace and
Freedom” appear on the
reverse. The medal ribbon is in
NATO blue with two narrow
white stripes.

Details are available in DCI
General 267/95.

A party of British soldiers,
sailors and airmen will travel to
Brussels on November 27 for
the first presentation at a cere-
mony attended by the Chief of
the Defence Staff, Fd Marshal
Sir Peter Inge.

LAST posting
dates for Christ-
mas mail to British

troops in former Yugoslavia
have been announced by the
British Forces Post Office.
Final date for parcels is
Thursday, November 30. Dead-
line for letters, cards and pack-
ets is Thursday, December 14.

Time runs
out on Mill

End of an era as Pte Robert
Curran of the 1st Battalion,
The Black Watch, locks the
gate at the North Howard
Street Mill, Belfast, for the last
time. Home to more than
15,000 soldiers based in the
city for the past 25 years, the
huge converted mill has been
stripped and demolished
since the Army moved out fol-
lowing the cease-fire in the
Province

Playing the goat

SHENKIN, mascot of the 2nd
(Volunteer) Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Wales, was
recovering from an aggravated
old leg injury after being man-
handled by soldiers visiting
Maindy Barracks, Cardiff. The
culprits are to be disciplined.

Mujahedin
fighters
threaten
Fusiliers

MEN of X Company, 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers were threatened near
Zavidovici in central Bosnia by
Mujahedin soldiers.

The incident, in which a
convoy was surrounded by
Mujahedin fighters, followed
other confrontations and was
believed to be connected to the
shooting of a Mujahedin soldier
by a British peace-keeper.

A Bosnian Army commander
who accompanied the Fusiliers
later apologised for the incident.

® Fus Gary Riches, 24, from
Newcastle and serving with 1
RRF at Zepce, was shot through
the head and died of his injuries.

Another soldier was seriously
injured in the same incident. No
warring factions were involved.

® Brig Richard Dannatt,
commander of 4 Armoured
Brigade, took over as Comman-
der British Forces in former
Yugoslavia and Commander
UNPROFOR Sector South
West on: October 27. He
relieved Brig Andrew Pringle,
the commander of 20 Armoured
Brigade.
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Just a few reasons
why you should subscribe to

The Boolk Army Quarterly
B T g and Defence Journal

AQ informs — not just on Britain and NATO Defence

he latest Natocars' Guide to New or Used Car Buying is Strategy — but over a whole range of international defence
the most comprehensive and informative publication ever topics.

produced and it is a must for anyone thinking of buying a AQ entertains: accounts of past battles, historic
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find something in the Journal to absorb you.

It explains the special entitlements now available under new AQ keeps you up to date. We publish around 800 items of
army news in the four issues each year. The Army
Quarterly Diary gives a continuing picture on current
military, diplomatic and political problems world wide.

legislation for Tax Free purchase, for use both within and
outside the E.U. and how thousands of pounds can be saved
on over 900 models. .
AQ has the most interesting features, the best writers and
] ) : ; : a wide range of book and video reviews.

The Natocars' Complete Buying Guide will give you full

details of the many other benefits available; how to obtain a There is more. If you take out a subscription before Dec 31,

1995,we will give you, free of charge, the Gulf War

S v ahiation Sar your PO GHYSRE DU NIy s TRRaY Collection, the five issues of the Journal with key articles
the VAT when you sell it; how to enjoy lower monthly about the Conflict.
gayment “Suiiee. With - free. creit peanicion: en Sxin Subscription 1996 £49.80. Three-Year contract £132.00.

insurance discount; the re-establishment of your lapsed no ; :
Write now plus your remittance to:

Army Quarterly and Defence Journal

. . ; 1 West Street, Tavistock, Devon PL19 9DF
It details also, special Tax Paid car purchase schemes and Tel: 01822 613577 Fax: 01822 612785

how you can buy a used car with complete confidence. In E
fact, everything you need, right through to doorstep delivery!

claims bonus, plus special concessions for ferry travel.

To obtain your personal copy now, just

phone, or post or fax the coupon. WE TH E
]

CALL FREE from: Germany - 01 3085 9806

Holland - 06022 9806. Belgium - 078 114310, L"VI BLESS
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Or call us direct on - 01278 455555.

Natocars Ltd., Wylds Rd., Bridgwater, Somerset. LOO K TO YO U
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8



Terrier
loggies
move In
on the
Rhine

MORE than 3,000 part-time
soldiers have taken part in the
largest overseas logistic exer-
cise involving the Territorial
Army since the end of the
Second World War.

The volunteers mustered at
drill halls all over the United
Kingdom before travelling to
southern Germany to train in
their war role with Combat
Service Support Group (Ger-
many).

Their destination during
Exercise Pack Saddle 95 was
the area between the Moselle
River and the Rhine. Vehicles
were shipped in leased ferries
from Larne, Leith, Harwich
and Ramsgate.

The Scottish Transport Regi-
ment, with Pipes and Drums,
flew from Edinburgh to Ostend
and an advance element from
Iiford-based 36 Signal Regi-
ment flew straight to Hahn air-
base in the exercise area.

The road move across Bel-
gium was made by convoys 40-
strong using two routes which
converged on a staging past
near the German border. With
rest and refuelling stops, it
took 20 hours for units to reach
their deployment areas in Ger-
many before starting tactical
operations.

CSSG(G), commanded by
Brig Roy Ratazzi, was formed
last year with a headquarters in
Germany to provide third line
combat service support pri-
marily to 1st (UK) Armoured
Division. Regular and TA units
are attached to the group. Pack

Well handled

SIX soldiers from the Edin-
burgh-based Scottish Yeomanry
completed the helicopter han-
dling course during the regi-
ment’s annual camp at Thetford
in Norfolk. Helicopters were
supplied by 654 Squadron AAC
and the chief instructor was
SSgt Mike Kelly from Dish-
forth-based 9 Regiment AAC.

|

Saddle 95 was the first major
logistic exercise conducted by
CSSG(G), and the bulk of
units involved came from the
Territorial Army.

Main exercise activity
involved the movement of sup-
plies by transport regiment on
two main supply routes, the
stocking of supply areas and
the deployment of medical
units.

Movement was controlled
by military police and commu-
nications were provided by two
TA signals units.

Five railheads disgorged
2,500 tonnes of simulated
ammunition, 20,000 tonnes of
supplies were moved by road,
820,000 litres of fuel were
loaded and used, and troops
ate their way through 46,000
ration packs.

The deployment to the exer-
cise area, the first real test for
the TA, was achieved with con-
siderable order.

Lt Gen Hew Pike, Deputy
Commander-in-Chief  Land
Command, watched a demon-
stration of logistic skills by the
exercising units during a visi-
tors’ day at the end of Pack
Saddle, after which the Terri-
ers were again put to the test
for the return to UK via four
ports in Belgium and Holland
and airheads at RAF Bruggen
and Ostend.

Lt Col John Edwards, commanding officer of the
1st Battalion, The Royal Highland Fusiliers, accom-
panied by adjutant Capt Stephen Cartwright (left)
and WO1 (RSM) Harry Roy, inspects his men at a
special parade in St Barbara Barracks, Falling-
bostel. The occasion was the annual commemora-
tion of the Battle of Assaye in 1803, in which just
three British regiments — the forebears of The
Light Dragoons, the Highlanders and 1 RHF — were
part of a Anglo-Indian force of only 5,000 which
defeated an enemy numbering 42,000.

Jo

High-flying
Hussars

The King's Royal Hussars have
taken to the skies over Ger-
many — in their own hot air bal-
loon. The canopy, featuring the
distinctive regimental colours
of primrose and crimson with
the Hawk (the Prussian Eagle)
in the middle, has been seen
over Miinster. Flown by Capt
Richard Pearce, it is hoped the
balloon may be taken to Canada
next year, when the KRH takes
on the role of OPFOR (Oppos-
ing Force) at British Army Train-
ing Unit Suffield (BATUS) for
nine months.

EWSLINE

It is traditional for the quartermaster of the regi-
ment to march the Assaye Colour on to the parade
in memory of Quartermaster James Grant, who
protected the Colour after every officer in the regi-
ment had been killed or wounded. This year, the
honour fell to Maj Bill Matthews.

The regiment is the only one in the British Army
permitted to carry three Colours on parade: the
Assaye, the Queen’s, and the Regimental Colour,
which depict the 196 battle honours won by the

What the papers have been saying

DEFENCE chiefs have been
forced to review plans to form a
single tri-Service staff college at
Camberley, Surrey, because of
huge costs. Detailed studies into
the feasibility of refurbishing the
existing Army Staff College have
disclosed that “tens of millions of
pounds” will be needed to carry
out the work. — Independent

1 Armed Forces' medical ser-
vices are in crisis after cost-cutting
reforms reduced staff levels by 40
per cent and caused seven of the
eight Service hospitals to close,
according to senior former offi-
cers. The assessment was reject-
ed by the MoD. — Daily Telegraph

[ A consortium hopes to attract
Heritage Lottery funding for a £14
million project to restore Rush-
moor Arena, Aldershot — once
home of the British Army Tattoo —
as a centre for youth training, con-
certs and events. — Guardian

d A £600,000 donation has
been made to the British Korean
Veterans’' Association by the
Korean Samsung conglomerate.
The money will be spent on veter-
ans’ welfare. — Daily Telegraph
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lan nets a four-
_wheeled winner

b There will be no mistaking

Army hockey player-coach
SSgt lan Jennings APTC
out and about in the Alder-
shot area. lan, a former
international and one of the
most prolific scorers in the
game, is presented with the
keys of a courtesy car by
Roger Revell, general man-
ager of the Mann Egerton
car showroom in Guildford.
Picture: Terry Champion

HEALTHY COMPETITION

ing a wheel on a Land Rover — "
3?(?23?2 jack — and other exercises L = . j ‘
such as coping with a road traffic accl-
dent proved no problems for ;hls
Royal Logistic Corps team from re-
ston-based 5 Field Ampulance. >
Not only did (left to rlgh:t) SSgt F“f e
Argent, Pte Daniel Currie, Capt gnm
Riley, CO Lt Col Chris Best, LP
Warren Rodgers and LCpl [_)arn?n
Rusk beat 22 other |n1ernghona'. y-
pased tri-Service teams to win a t:l]c‘)
day road safety and driving s1|s;
competition at the Army Schoc_do
Mechanical Transporl'm Humberst; eé
they also took the prize for the bes
road safety presentation.
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Serving up a meal
for his men is Maj
Crispin Black, OC
Prince of Wales
Company, Welsh
Guards, which was
the subject of a BBC
film trilogy, In The
Company of Men,
about life inside a
Guards Regiment.
Filmed last year
when the company
was coming to the
end of a two-year
tour in Northern Ire-
land, the series was
made by BAFTA
award winner Molly
Dineen.

Welcoming one of the latest recruits, Richard Latter, to 124
Recovery Company REME (V), Newton Aycliffe, is OC Maj lain
Grime. Richard, seen receiving his capbadge, was one of six
recruits who had completed basic training and is a potential
recovery mechanic.

r-
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Brig Guy de

Vere Hayes,
Commander 2 Brigade, presents
WO1 (SMI) John Early (left) with a diploma in man-
agement and a NVQ Level 5 management certifi-
cate at a passing-out parade at ATR Pirbright,
where he is a member of staff. John’s achievement
should serve as an example to recruits at the depot,
all of whom are eligible to gain NVQ Level 1 in
public services while undergoing training, and fur-
ther awards as they progress in their Army careers.

Two Regulars and two Territorial
members of Catford-based 101
(London) Engineer Regiment (EOD)
(V) received long service medals
from the regiment's Honorary
Colonel, Maj Gen Ted Wilmott.

Catford’s
cream. ..

Pictured left to right are WO2 (QMSI) Aidan Thornton and SSgt Joe Royle
AGC(SPS), the Regimental Chief Clerk, who both received Long Service and
Good Conduct Medals, with Sgt David
Ryell (REME (V) ) and Sgt Alison Hunt,
who received their Territorial Efficiency

2 & - Medals for completing 12 years in the TA.
¢ et
i 2 = :
.-"_.‘.‘ b 4’
3
: 1 RGR,
| Suryabahadur Gurung,
;gg Cap:vDerek 1‘rumen|[|1,Q.'-\i’Tgi V(I\QO :
officer based at H4 V :
: = ?éith children the finer points of jungle

-~ survival somewhere in deepest Eng-

ere taking part in Surrey
h Gouncil’s Action Hohdazjr
Jungle Safari, organised for the seccta_g .
consecutive year with the co-opera llha
of the RMA Sandhurst-based Gur!
Demonstration Company

land. They W
Heath Boroug

Looking very pleased with
life are Bdr Brian Allen
and Gnr Ceri Staddon,
both of C Troop, 211 Bat-
tery, Royal Artillery.

En route to take part in
Exercise Cold Grouse in
Denmark, which involved
a deployment of 10,000
troops from the UK, Bel-
gium, Holland, Germany
and Denmark, Brian pro-
posed to Ceri, whom he
met when she joined the
battery 12 months ago.

Pictured, appropriately
enough, in the Danish vil-
lage of Love, the couple's
initial plan to marry next
September has had to be
re-arranged: it would
clash with the battery’s
annual camp . ..




12

filled, Britain’s New Army will

SOLDIER lf;
MAGAZINE

YEARS ON

Only the best
for new Army

of 1945

“IF existing plans are to be ful-

be the best-equipped in the
world, and the British soldier
will possess the most efficient
and up-to-date clothing and
personal kit that our scientists
and War Office can produce.”

So said Soldier in its issue of
November 10, 1945.

Illustrating the claim were
these photographs. Designed
primarily for troops serving in
the Far East, the radically new
clothing was the result of War
Office collaboration with boffins
at the Ministry of Supply and
civilian firms.

Said Soldier: “Only the tooth-
brush, hair brush, comb, field
dressing and lanyard have not
been improved in some way.”
The new clothes were lighter,
more comfortable . . . and pro-
vided protection from pests.

Jungle-green  handkerchiefs
developed for the Far East - “the
first handkerchiefs ever to be
issued by the British Army” —
were enthusiastically welcomed.

Another innovation was the
poncho — described as “a South
American cloak” and made of

7 double-texture
water-proof
cloth. It could
be used as a
raincoat or tent
and replaced
the gas cape
and ground
sheet.

Y

Left — Special “fish-
net” veils, treated
with an anti-mosquito J Aluminium alloy soap
chemical, afforded
several days’ protec- [ Anti-mosquito fishnet
tion in malarial
regions when worn and feet
with the jungle suit
and took only sec-
onds to put on

Above: The poncho gave com-
plete protection from rain while
the jungle hat offered shade
and kept out rain drips. The
wide mesh of the anti-mosquito
veil allowed the wearer to
smoke. Right: The two-piece
jungle suit was mosquito-proof

Other new items included:

1 Super-quality wool blanket

A Large rucksack

A Water-proof boots with rot-
proof thread

(1 Two-piece jungle suit

(1 Lightweight jersey-pullover

(1 Cotton poplin underwear

(1 Green rot-proof socks
(1 Utility petrol lighter

container
mesh veils for face, hands

1 Barber set
1 Manpack carrier

WHEN retired gunner officer
and Army helicopter pilot Maj
Leslie Bond took up a new post
at Aldershot Garrison, he was
delighted to find that his job
description included the chair-
manship of a military conser-
vation group and responsibility
for training area management.

A life-long ornithologist and
a former MoD conservation
spokesman, Maj Bond is ideal-
ly suited to the task.

When not co-ordinating
security on behalf of the garri-
son commander or dealing
with inspection visits by signa-
tories to the CFE Treaty, he
can be found looking after the
interests of the Bourley Train-
ing Area, which lies between
Aldershot and Church Crook-
ham.

Maj Bond’s last Regular
Army posting was as senior air
operations officer at Head-
guarters Salisbury Plain
Training Area.

“I was responsible for co-
ordinating low-flying over the
area — keeping helicopters and
artillery shells apart,” he said.
“Being both a gunner and pilot
suited me jolly well for the
task.

“When I took over as chair-
man of a local conservation
group, I became more involved
and tended to act as
spokesman for Ministry of
Defence conservation matters
concerning the Plain.

“I made an address on con-
servation to the Army’s annual
gathering of generals. As a
rehearsal, I gave a talk to 200
members of the Wailtshire
Women'’s Institutes.”

More speaking engagements
followed and Maj Bond
became chairman of the Wilt-
shire Natural History Forum
and MoD representative on
the Country Conservation
Committee, a somewhat
unusual role for a serving
Army officer.

“I was trying to put MoD
conservation on the map, and
show people we were looking
after our own territory. The
idea was that if we explained
how we looked after the train-
ing area, and what limitations
we put on training, we would
receive less criticism.”

He eventually took a job in

Major who walks on
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Maj Leslie Bond (left) and Defence Land Agent, Les Bowman discuss the Special Site of Scientific Interest on Bourley Training Area

Aldershot. At first he chaired
conservation groups for both
Ash Ranges and the Bourley
Training Area. Following a re-
organisation of boundaries,
responsibility for Ash was
switched to Deepcut Garrison.

Now he concentrates his
efforts on Bourley, working
closely with English Nature,
the Defence Lands Service,
Hampshire Ornithological
Society, and local natural his-
tory experts. The fragile low-
land heath is highly valued by
English Nature.

“Virtually the whole of
Bourley is a Special Site of Sci-
entific Interest and, last year, a
European Union directive
made it a special protection
area,” he said.

The directive was brought
into effect because of the rare
birds found on the area. The
Dartford warbler, woodlark,
tree pipit, nightjar and hobby
are among species nesting
there each vear.

One of his main tasks is
managing the training area and
conservation group. He likens
the job to walking a tightrope.

“If I fall off one side, I am
accused of damaging the train-
ing area by allowing either the
military or civilians to overuse
it.

“Alternatively, limiting mili-
tary training draws its own crit-
icism. I try to keep both groups
in touch with the

recently had to veto plans for a
motor-bike race which would
have passed straight through
the sensitive Dartford warbler
nesting site.”

Recently, an Aldershot mil-
tary town conservation group
was formed with his help.

“There is much

reasons behind Report: Laurie Manton to see,” he said.

it. Military train-
ing is not too much of a prob-
lem. We don’t have armoured
units in Aldershot and tracked
vehicles are not permitted on
the training area.

“We do have the occasional
problem with local usage. The
Newton Report said that when
the land is not in use by the
MoD we should permit public
access.

“On occasions, this had led
to more damage being done
than the military would ever
cause, especially by motor-
cycle and mountain biking
events.

“Under European legisla-
tion, we have a statutory oblig-
ation as the landowner to
protect the birds, and could
face the courts if we didn’t. I

“We have deer,
badgers and foxes living on the
Army estate. There is a fox
earth alongside garrison head-
quarters and staff can watch
foxes playing.

“When the new Tournai
Barracks was being construct-
ed at North Camp, the site
contained a lot of scrub and
trees. Every morning, the site
managers had to herd a group
of deer, which used the wood-
land as a night harbour area,
out of the building site.”

Sadly, not every conserva-
tion battle has been won. A
rare orchid was bulldozed
when a new Army tennis
centre was being built.

“Unfortunately, you cannot
just pick up a cubic metre of
earth containing the orchid

and put it somewhere else,” he
said. “I am hopeful that when
the piles of topsoil are
smoothed out, the orchid will
re-establish itself.”

Maj Bond also finds time to
carry out his duties as secretary
of the Army Ornithological
Society, which draws its mem-
bers from serving and retired
officers, soldiers and MoD
civil servants.

“Qur president is the Gover-
nor of Gibraltar, Fd Marshal
Sir John Chapple, and we have
members serving across the
Army in a variety of postings.

“They are encouraged to
join their local military conser-
vation groups, where they can
assist and advise on land man-
agement plans and encourage
bird life.”

Every two years, the society
runs an expedition to Ascen-
sion Island. Recently members
visited Bulgaria, and an expe-
dition to Bogota, Colombia is
planned for 1996.

Prospective members can
contact Maj Bond (telephone
Aldershot military 4008) for
further details.
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Under attack,

but the cavalry
wins throu

Shortly before the British Cavalry Battalion (BRITCAVBAT)
handed over responsibility for the Maglaj finger to 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, Soldier toured their
positions. BRITCAVBAT's final tour of duty in Bosnia-Herce-
govina proved a major challenge to its contributing regiments
who started their deployment under attack from the Bosnian
Serb Army and ended it watching the Serbs’ fighting capabil-
ity being destroyed by NATO airstrikes.

LT PETER Troup and his
small force of 9th/12th Royal
Lancers arrived at Maglaj two
days after the British base had
been attacked by a Bosnian
Serb Army (BSA) tank.

His troop was assigned as a
quick reaction force and he was
ordered to join forces with a
Canadian TOW missile team
and New Zealand tactical air
control party (TACP) to pre-
pare a contingency
plan in case the base,
established in an
abandoned school,
was attacked again.

That evening the
tank fired another
round at the school. It passed
through a window before
smashing its way into a wall,
scattering shrapnel in its wake.
Six soldiers were injured, one
seriously.

Lt Troup and the members
of his quick reaction force
jumped into their Scimitar

Report:
Laurie Manton

Pictures:
Mike Weston

vehicles and were given
authority to return fire.

“We laid down 30mm
Rarden cannon fire on to the
target, while the TOW missile
team drove to a pre-arranged
fire position and opened fire.
During the 30-minute engage-
ment, two TOW missiles hit
the target and 61 cannon
rounds were fired.

“It seemed to have the
desired effect,” said
Lt Troup. “When
dawn broke, substan-
tial damage was
observed on the BSA
position and no other
tanks approached the
area for at least a month after-
wards.”

It was hastily agreed that it
would be foolhardy to concen-

trate a complete cavalry
squadron in one location at
Maglaj. “As a result, we

‘bomb-burst’ our troops across
the whole area,” explained Maj
Rupert Weiloch of

14

Tpr Lee Johnson of 9/12 L on stag at Zepce

the  Osnabriick-
based Queen’s
Royal Lancers,
whose C Squadron
has been carrying
out a variety of
tasks across the
BRITCAVBAT
area of responsibil-
ity (AOR).

The formation
was responsible for
the Maglaj finger,
an area bordered
on three sides by
the confrontation
line between the
Bosnian Muslim-
Croat federation.
Regimental head-
quarters,  effec-
tively based on

Tprs John Rickett and Brad Bradford patrol the perimeter wire at the
Bravo 11 checkpoint. Inset above: Cpl Alex Manning holds up part of
a 100mm fragmentation round fired by a BSA T55 tank at Maglaij. It
smashed a hole through the wall behind him, injuring six soldiers

9/12 L from Bovington, was
established at the former Eko
factory in Zepce, with the regi-
ment’s echelon being aug-
mented by reinforcements
from the Household Cavalry
Regiment.

A medical support team and
normal supporting elements,
including REME workshops,
Royal Engineers, a mobile bath
and laundry unit and a Royal
Signals communications
centre, were collocated with
the RHQ. A platoon of
infantry from 1 RRF provided
a permanent guard and quick
reaction force.

Across the AOR, soldiers
manned three checkpoints,
Bravo 7, 11 and 10, as well as
an observation post at Maglaj
and another overlooking the
Blisna feature held by the
Bosnian Serb Army.

In addition to manning the
static OPs and positions, the
troops fostered both the mili-
tary and civil federation
between Croats and Muslims
in the Maglaj finger, and
helped with the humanitarian
aid programme.

With one or two exceptions,
the UN soldiers did not escort
aid convoys. Local officials col-

-

Tpr Joe Brown, Cpl Jamie Cowie and Tpr Leigh Beuttell enjoy the sunshine at Delta 4 ob

along the Bosnian Serb/Federation confrontation line

lected supplies from the main
UNHCR warehouse at Zenica
and distributed it themselves.
The Lancers took part in
more than 80 community pro-
jects, ranging from the provi-
sibn of medical equipment,
distributing clothing collected
by the soldiers’ families and
assisting old people whose flats
had been damaged by shell fire.

Cfn Kevin Irvine and Cpl Gary Lewis, serving with the QRL's REM

Following the fall of Sre-
brinica and Zepe, the move-
ments of UNPROFOR troops
were severely restricted.

A troop of Lancers and a
small team of medics from 3
Armoured Field Ambulance
found themselves virtually cut
off at their base in Jelah.

Root of the problem was the
capture of more than £5 mil-

E LAD, repair a Scimitar radiator

servation post, from where they monitored

lion worth of United Nations
weaponry and vehicles by the
Bosnian Serbs.
“Understandably, the BiH
soldiers were concerned that
the captured guns, vehicles
and equipment would be used
by Bosnian Serb Army troops
to infiltrate the area. At one
stage, only a single Land Rover
was allowed into and out of

Jelah,” said Maj Weiloch. A
9/12 L sabre troop and a small
force of support medics, com-
mand vehicle operators and a
chef maintained a presence at
the forward base.

“Because of the danger, we
kept staff to a minimum,” said
Capt Andrew Dunning.

“Artillery rounds landed
around us and drunken troops
returning from the front line
opened fire on our base as they
drove by.”

For a time, only a liaison
officer and a medical officer
were able to get out on the
ground. Capt Kevin Beaton
managed to hold a clinic in a
Franciscan monastery close to
the front line, treating the
elderly who hadn’t the strength
to reach a hospital at Tesanj.

Capt Beaton and his RAMC
combat medical technicians
dealt with a child whose leg
had been crushed by a UN
truck at Jelah. The boy’s condi-
tion was stabilised and he was
evacuated to a British hospital
where his leg was saved.

Responsibility for the area
has been handed over to the
soldiers of the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers, but the legacy of ser-
vice in the region by the British
Cavalry Barttalion will be
remembered for years to come.
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[ROMARNIA9S |
OPERATION

Sgt Maj Robin Carpenter of
the FIU (Northern Ireland)
Greenfly Sports and Social
Club and a colleague drove

Romanian orphan

Sgt Maj Robin Carpenter with a

an articulated lorry 2,000
miles to Romania to deliver

IT'S A LONG WAY TO ROMANIA

aid gathered by soldiers
based at Ebrington Bar-
racks, Londonderry, to chil-
dren at a hospital.

Asked to erect a 3,000-
seat marquee for a fund-

raising event planned by a
charitable organisation, the
soldiers did even better.
They collected clothing,
toys and building materials
for the children.

Swimming sapper

DOoOoS]

CHILDREN caught up in the
conflict in former Yugoslavia
will receive much-needed help,
thanks to 13 soldiers from 35
Engineer Regiment who
took on a gruelling 53-hour
marathon swim.

The 90-mile relay, around
the Dalmatian island of Hvar
off the Croatian coast, involved
team members, led by com-
manding officer Lt Col Neil
Fairclough, spending 30 min-
utes at a time in the water.

The participants, usually
based at Hameln, Germany,
but serving at the time with the
Rapid Reaction Force, trained
morning and evening for the
swim, despite the pressures of
building a camp for 4,000 sol-
diers at Ploce.

Organised by the regiment’s
head PTI and former Army
swimming coach W02 Rob
Coultard, the event was spon-
sored by the men and women
of 24 Airmobile Brigade.
Money raised will go to Chil-
dren in Crisis.

o R

A cheque for £656.56p was
handed over by the Warrant
Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess
of Warminster Training
Centre to St Dunstan’s
School for Men and Women
Blinded on War Service.

[ 3 T

More than 270 Servicemen
and women took part in a half-
marathon at Gosford Forest
Park, Markethill, County
Armagh, organised by the 8th
Battalion, The Royal Irish
Regiment,

Each runner raised at least
£20 to enter. The race was
open to Service personnel
throughout the Province and
attracted representatives from
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Picture: Spr Brian O'Donoghue

MEETING
ANITA

Soldiers from 3 R Irish were
bowled over to meet actress
Anita Harris at a charity
cricket match organised by
the battalion and the Lord’s
Taverners at Ballykinler. The
event raised £11,000.

all Royal Irish battalions as well
as The Highlanders, Irish
Guards and the RAF.

Pte Colin Baynton, 7 R Irish
— running only his third half-
marathon — led from the start
and crossed the line in lhr
15min 9sec.

The 8th Battalion had set a
target of £6,000, with the
money being divided between
the battalion fund for widows
and dependants and local
charities,

Soldiers with H Company,
8 R Irish based at Drumadd
Barracks in Armagh also
helped to raise £1,800 through

a five-day, 95-mile-long wheel-
chair push from Portrush — one
of a number of events planned
by members of the company
who have set themselves a
target of £10,000 for Disability
Action.

0 TR [

A ten-man team from
London-based TA unit, the
Royal Yeomanry, completed
a 1,100-mile run in eight days
from Land’s End to John
O’Groats to raise £10,000 for
Marie Curie Cancer Care.

Eight soldiers and two per-
manent staff instructors from 1

RTR were supported by a
team from HQ (Westminster
Dragoons) Squadron RY
and a trooper from 1 RTR’s
Pipes and Drums.

Running via two of their
squadron locations (in Swin-
don and Leicester), the team
completed the venture in eight
days.

BN P
A cakebake, several func-
tions and parties and a family
day in the gymnasium raised
more than £7,000 over the

Oasis Goldrush weekend at
Mount Pleasant Airfield in

Picture: Mike Weston

Picture: Mike Perring

Barracks, are Pte Niki Arnold
(above Cpl Dawes) and, behind
her, LCpl Scouse Heath.

Tow hold: RSM Colin Chapman (left) and Cpl Roy Dawes of 22 Field Hospi-
tal encourage children from the Bede Centre, London, Pack Tarling Road
summer activity group as they take on a Land Rover in a tug-of-war. Also
heiping the kids, who were taking part in a fun day at Aldershot’s Thornhill

[iama——

Tough trio: Subjecting
themselves to physical
torture in the cause of
charity in the Royal Logis-
tic Corps gymnasium were
(left to right) WO1 (RSM)
Buck Buchanan and WO1
(SSM) Gerry Paul (both
RLC), with SSgt (SSI) Brad
Braddock, APTC.

They took it in turns to
run, cycle and step up on
a piece of exercising
equipment — covering the
equivalent of six
marathons and the height
of Everest in 24 hours, and
raising an estimated
£2,500 for two-year-old
Cory Eacott, who has
cerebral palsy.

the Falkland Islands. The
funds went to pay for the refur-
bishment of the kitchen at the
Oasis tea and coffee shop run
by Glasgow-based charity, the
Mission to Military Garrisons.

=1 e
Two SSVC teams raised
almost £1,000 to send chil-

dren from specialist cancer
hospitals throughout the coun-

e

on a charity walk.

try on a week’s activity holiday
in north Wales. Both competed
in Operation Airborne Adven-
ture against 50 teams from
commercial organisations and
individual entrants. The spon-
sored assault course was
organised by 3 Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment at
Aldershot’s Rushmoor Arena.

" S T
Twelve soldiers from
Sheffield-based 3rd Battal-
ion, The Duke of Welling-
ton’s Regiment raised nearly
£1,000 for a hospice during

the Nijmegen Marches in Hol-
land.

5 R

Junior REME soldiers from
Princess Marina College,
Arborfield, helped out at the
Day of a Thousand Dives at
Portland Naval Base. The 150
youngsters ran the car park,

Stopwatch in hand, Col Bob Hyde-Bales, Colonel
of Royal School Military Engineering, Minley,
staris apprentices from the Royal Engineers’
Apprentice Training Wing, 82 Training Squadron,

ALL IN A GOOD CAUSE

Farren Drury (left).

Actor Jeremy Irons travelled to Bugojno in Bosnia to accept
a cheque for £8,000 on behalf of Feed the Children from Maj

The money was raised by the Brandywine Challenge
organised by C Company, 1st Battalion, The Royal Glouces-
tershire, Berkshire and Wiltshire Regiment.

The challenge, to renovate two primary schools in Bugo-
jno, attracted the interest of thousands of UK schoolchildren
who collected materials for their Bosnian counterparts.

In all, soldiers repaired and painted six schools and pro-
tected them with sandbags. More than £13,000 was raised.

The lads covered 82km to Calshot, overlooking
the Solent, from where the original 82 Armoured
Assauit Squadron set off on D-Day.

A motor neurone charity and the Army Benevo-

lent Fund are recipients of the £1,000 raised.

security and dive administra-
tion at the event, at which up to
1,000 divers plunged into the
Portland Harbour to raise
money for the Southern
Marine Life Rescue organisa-
tion.

g e

ICAN, a charity which helps
children with speech and
learning difficulties, benefited
from £649, raised by Pte Mo
Hudson, stationed at Tren-
chard Lines, Upavon. She
and her friends and associates
completed an 18'/2-mile spon-
sored march organised on
behalf of a local pub.

1% (R s T |
Twenty-four children with
hearing difficulties enjoyed an
open day staged by 158
Provost Company RMP in

conjunction with the South
Wiltshire Deaf Children’s

Society. The youngsrers were
given advice on bicycle main-
tenance and safe cycling, and
had a ride in a BV206 all-ter-
rain vehicle. Afterwards Capt
Mark Woosey, the OC, gave
the society a cheque for £85
raised by the unit.

e (R B

A charity “Executive
Stretch” weekend organised by
265 (Kent and County of
London Yeomanry) Signal
Squadron and 3 (UK) Div
Signal Regiment raised more
than £5,000. Thanks to WO1
(RSM) Dave Wilson and WO2
(RQMS) Frank Evans from 3
(UK) DSR and WO2 (YoS)
Pam Suddens and Sgt Allison
Moulton-Treadwell from 265
Sig Sqn, cheques for £1,400
were presented to the Lions
Hospice, the Research Trust
for Metabolic Diseases in Chil-
dren, and Casualties Union.
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Equal to the challenge?

That will
do nicely

OFFICERS, warrant officers
and senior NCOs are eligi-
ble to apply for the American
Express Corporate Card at
preferential rates.

The offer, agreed by the
MoD, means Service mem-
bers pay £3.50 instead of
the normal annual fee of
£37.50. Service details will
not appear on the card or
monthly statement, and Ser-
vice members will not be
placed on mailing lists.

The card is intended to
assist Army personnel trav-
elling in the UK and abroad.

Features include no pre-
set spending limit, free
enrolment into the Mercury
calling card programme,
and free travel accident,
inconvenience and bag-
gage loss insurance.

Eligible are Regular offi-
cers, warrant officers, staff
sergeants, sergeants and
Royal Irish Regiment (per-
manent cadre) personnel.

Application forms are
available from Bill Jones,
American Express, 14th
Floor, Portland House, Stag
Place, London SW1E 5BZ
or leave a message on
0171-976 4440.

NEWS that the Army is con-
sidering promoting itself as
an equal opportunities
employer has been greeted
with barely disguised hilari-
ty in the media.

One newspaper said the
policy was being discussed
in “language more associ-
ated with left wing coun-
cils". When are the people
who write this sort of non-
sense going to realise that
the Service has moved on?

The Army has an uphill
task if it is to convince the
world that it takes equal
opportunities seriously.

It has an equal opportu-
nities unit working on guide-
lines for a policy document
to be published before the
end of the year. The unit is
working with the Equal
Opportunities Commission
and the Commission for
Racial Equality to create an
environment free of dis-
crimination and harass-
ment.

For this the MoD should
be receiving praise, not
half-baked criticism.

Some might say that had
the Army taken social
change on board earlier,

compensation claims might
have been avoided. Be that
as it may, we should be
applauding the new com-
mitment.

It isn't just in the working
environment that the Army
has to recognise change.
Welfare  provision
and support for fami-
lies is involved. The
Bett Review recog-
nised the change in
family structures,
and SSAFA is find-
ing that it, too, needs
to be flexible.

Four years ago it
opened  Longside
House in Newcastle
to provide a place where
Service wives separated
from their husbands could
go to decide their future.

A similar Homeward
Bound sanctuary was
opened in Cambridgeshire.

SSAFA's latest project, in
Manchester, is a row of
houses available to Service
parents of either gender
who find themselves in a
broken relationship.

The Federation of Army
Wives will announce at its
conference in December

the results of a poll on its
proposed change of title. If |
were a betting person |
would put money on a new
name which makes no
mention of wives.

The argument has been
heated to the point of incan-
descence: | cannot
remember an issue
which has stirred up
Army wives to such
an extent.

On one side are
those who see no
good reason for
change. Typically,
they are the women
who have kept the
spirit of the Service
alive; unsung heroines who
organise social events and
would make a success of
their chosen career.

In the opposite camp are
women who want their pro-
fessional skills recognised
and an acknowledgement
that times have changed.

There will be many shak-
ing their heads as they read
this, which suggests it is
impossible  to  discuss
equality with any degree of
detachment.

All of us all bring our prej-

udices to this debate.

Boundaries need to be
marked, which is just what
the Ministry of Defence is
doing by consulting bodies
experienced in defining dis-
crimination.

Itis what SSAFA is doing
by opening its Homeward
Bound project to fathers. It
is what the FAW is doing by
asking its membership if it
wants a change of name.

The real test will be what
happens afterwards.

The great strength of
Army life is its sense of
community. Now everyone
must make a special effort
to tolerate other people’s
attitudes.

A recent radio sketch
suggested the term “sir”
was elitist and should be
dropped. Inits place, RSMs
might be addressed as
“Person of Enhanced Life
Experience”.

It's a person’s life in the
Army ...

® Cari Roberts pre-
sents Counterpoint on
BFBS radio. Write to her at
BFBS, BFPO 786; or c/o
Soldier.
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Brooch marks.
women's role

WOMEN, the unsung hero-
ines of every campaign, are
to have their own “medal” for
supporting their menfolk in
Northern Ireland during the
past quarter of a century.

The Northern Ireland
campaign brooch is the cre-
ation of Mrs Virginia Russell,
who recently returned from
Omagh at the end of a tour
which brought to five the
number of years she has
lived as an Army wife in the
Province.

“I have always felt the part
played by wives, mothers
and girlfriends during the
campaign has been largely
unsung and unmarked,” she
explained. “So | had the idea
of designing a brooch to pro-
vide an opportunity for men
to give a visible token for the
support they have received
over the past 25 years.”

After careful thought, Mrs
Russell, whose husband
John commands the 1st Bat-
talion, The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment,
came up with a design which
has the appearance of a reg-
imental brooch and blends
Irish and official emblems.
The central device is an Irish

Frimley Park stands by
for Cambrid

ARMY medical staff will be in
place at Frimley Park Hospi-
tal by February 1, and work
on the hospital’s new med-
ical unit is expected to be fin-
ished by the end of March.

The Ministry of Defence
Hospital Unit (MDHU) will be
functioning by April under
senior medical officer Lt Col
Peter Fabricius RAMC and
matron Lt Col June Kennedy
QARANC.

Timetable for the project
is driven by the impending

harp, surmounted by the
Queen’s crown, resting on a
spray of shamrocks enam-
elled in green. The base, in
blue enamel, is a scroll
inscribed with the Latin motto
Participes et Sociae (Shar-
ers and Supporters).

Staff at HQ Northern Ire-
land helped Mrs Russell
obtain royal approval for the
inclusion of the crown, and
support was voiced by the
Secretary of State and GOC
Northern Ireland. The fin-
ished product was commis-
sioned in silver and gold.

And for anyone who has
won the lottery, a spectacular
gold and diamond version is
also available.

Mrs Russell, now back in
Canterbury where her hus-
band’s battalion is based,
wants Service families to
benefit from sales of the
brooch and will be giving a
percentage of the proceeds
to Service charities.

Although her background
is in nursing Virginia Russell
has long been interested in
antique jewellery. “I love Ire-
land and thought it was a
shame there was nothing to
mark our involvement.”

closure of the Cambridge
Military Hospital in Alder-
shot.

MDHU staffing of the hos-
pital will take an additional
24 Army consultants, 36
junior doctors and 140 nurs-
ing and other professional
staff to Frimley Park as it
prepares to care for 6,000
extra inpatients as a result of
the CMH closure and the
ever-growing demands on
its own services.

Three wards at Frimley

OWS-ALLOWANCES -DEPENDANTS -EDUCATION -FINANCE-HEALTH-HOUSING -INSURANCE -PAY -PENSIONS - L

Mrs Virginia Russell
wears the brooch (inset)
she has designed

The brooch is the first she
has designed.

@ If you want more details
of the Northern Ireland cam-
paign brooch, send a
stamped, addressed enve-
lope to Lisanelly Designs,
PO Box 371, Canterbury,
Kent CT11GT.

Park will be staffed by mili-
tary nurses and each ward
will treat military and civilian
patients.

Frimley Park is currently
in the middle of a £14.5 mil-
lion capital programme. By
April it will have commis-
sioned new intensive care
and coronary units, new
operating theatres, extend-
ed and improved pathology
and sterile service depart-
ments, and upgrades to its
special care baby unit.

COME up with a
snappy title for
the unified MoD-
Armed Forces

suggestion scheme and you could
receive £750 towards a palm-fringed
beach. All you have to do to win the
Thomas Cook travel vouchers is think
up a name for the soon-to-be amalga-
mated COATI (Committee on Awards to
Inventors) and MIDAS (Make Ideas
Develop Assets Succesfully) schemes.

Name your holiday

title, which needn’t be an acronym, should
reflect the importance of staff ideas.

Send your entries by CHOTS to SUG-
GEST-SCHEME-COMP or post them to
Name Competition,
Scheme Secretary, Room 611, Northum-
berland House, Northumberland Avenue,
London WC2N 5BP.

But do it quickly,
suggestions
need to be in by
November 17. The

c/o Suggestion

ge closure

Improvements are being
made to access to the hospi-
tal site and its exits, and
more parking spaces will
also be provided.

The Defence Costs Study
concluded that the Royal
Naval Hospital Haslar at
Gosport should become the
tri-Service core teaching hos-
pital, supported by MDHUs
located within existing NHS
hospitals around the country
and designed to provide
training for military person-
nel.

A MDHU already exists,
at Derriford in Plymouth, and
Frimley Park and Peterbor-
ough Hospitals were chosen
to host MoD units after a
competition involving more
than 32 HNS hospitals.

® Health officials are con-
sidering a pilot scheme for a
minor injuries unit at the
Cambridge. It would be open
from 0900 to 2200 hours for
a six to 12-month trial.

FESTYLE

RESETTLEMENT-SPOUSES

origins
ERSKINE Hospital, which
has cared for ex-Service-
men and women since
1916, is to be rebuilt on its
original site on the banks of
the Clyde at Bishopton,
near Glasgow.

Hospital trustees have
also decided to build at
least two mini Erskine
nursing homes in other
parts of Scotland.

Gen Sir John MacMillan,
chairman of the hospital,
said the changes would
meet the health care needs
of the 21st century and
maintain the Erskine’s rep-
utation as the best hospital
of its kind in the country.

“The idea behind the
satellite homes is to take
care into the community so
veterans can stay where
their life-long friends and
families are,” he said.

The Bishopton facility,
on a green field site 400
yards from its present loca-
tion on the Erskine Estate,
will apply for registration as
anursing home.

Some of the £14 million
programme will be funded
by the hospital's own
reserves but it is likely that
public appeals will be nec-
essary. Erskine Hospital
operates  outside the
National Health Service
and cares for about 350
patients, including resi-
dents of 52 four and five-
apartment cottages.

Pension
reminder

DESPITE its hugely suc-
cessful campaign last year,
the Royal British Legion
reckons that thousands of
veterans are still unaware
of their entitlement to a War
Disablement Pension.

However long ago a Ser-
vice-related injury, wound
or medical condition was
suffered — be it in Gallipoli
or the Gulf — there is no
time bar to a claim being
lodged. A successful claim
will be paid from the date
the claim was received.

For further advice, con-
tact Tom House, Head of
Pensions, The Pensions
Department, The Royal
British Legion, 48 Pall Mall,
London SW1Y 5JY (tel
0171-973 7200).
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How BATUS prepares battle
groups for the real thing

Its big,

TES-ting

A LONE beech grows beside
the “Rattlesnake”, the trail
which winds its way north to
cross Wagon Wheel Road.

It is the only tree most sol-
diers see as they fight their way
back and forth over the south
Alberta prairie during the
Medicine Man series of exer-
cises at the British Army Train-
ing Unit Suffield (BATUS).

The area is as big as most tra-
ditional training areas of
Britain and Germany lumped
together — with space to spare —
but with no comforting woods
in which formations of soldiers
can hide.

Deep gullies, called coulées,
and undulating terrain make
BATUS ideal for stalking
armoured vehicles and with
vast, unpopulated areas over
which to range, it is the prime
exercise area for high intensity
armoured operations.

If the Battle of Waterloo was
won on the playing fields of
Eton, the success of 1
Armoured Division in the Gulf
War was a direct result of the
intensive training possible at
BATUS, athough  battle
manoeuvres in the Gulf turned
out to be completely different.
There the British armoured
brigades attacked in arrowhead
en masse, blasting the target,
changing direction and attack-
ing again.

The confusion and chaos of,
for example, a “meeting
engagement” of two highly
mobile formations is repro-
duced at BATUS. Forgotten
20
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lessons from North Africa and
Korea on the supreme impor-
tance of using the ground are
having to be re-learned, as are
basic low-level armoured tac-
tics

For more than 20 years
British soldiers have perfected
their art at BATUS, practising
all facets of war and carrying
out live fire and manoeuvre
with main armament and sup-
port weapons.

Although soldiers derived
tremendous benefit from live
firing there was never a “live”
enemy — until this year.

Use of dedicated opposing
forces (OPFOR) and Tactical
Engagement Simulation (TES)
equipment has seen a dramatic
increase in the wvalue of
BATUS.

Training is dramatically
more realistic. Instead of card-
board targets, a thinking,
moving, shooting enemy con-
fronts the six battle groups
which train in Canada from
April to October.

Sensors attached to men and
vehicles record whether spe-
cially-adapted weapons have
recorded hits. At the moment
of “impact”, the equipment
bleeps, vehicles immediately
stop and lights flash. Soldiers

Directing the 2 RTR opposition at exercise control are WO2 Steve
Metcalfe and RSM Dave Larcombe

A challenge awaits Challengers
of 1 RTR on the Canadian
prairies: a live enemy and tacti-
cal engagement simulation

have to lie down and remove
their helmets.

It is the best possible training
for the Army — and it can only
be done in Alberta.

The training area of 1,700 sq
km — the Block, as it 1s known —
lies in the south-east corner of
Alberta, stamping ground of
the South Alberta Light Horse,
a TA-type unit in Medicine Hat
through which several British
soldiers retired in Canada keep
a military connection.

It is also the home of the
Canadian Defence Research
Establishment, one of the fore-
most centres of expertise in
chemical weapons detection.

Ever since a Cree Indian
medicine man lost his sacred
hat in the South Saskatchewan
river, causing his tribe to flee
and be cut down by the Black-
foot enemy, the area has seen
bloody conflict.

Tribal clashes had nothing
like the sophistication and
intensity of today’s bloodless
encounters involving Warrior
and Challenger crews.

BRITISH ARMY TRAINING UNIT SUFFIELD

The British Army’s “medi-
cine men” in Exercise Control
work a strange magic from their
portable cabins sited on a bluff
in the south of the Block.

So realistic is the training
they orchestrate that returning
battle groups are usually on an
exhilaration “high”. Combat-
ants will have taken a pounding
as they fought an enemy as wily
as any Indian. The learning

Exercise control keeps many fingers on the pulse of the battle

curve will have been steep.

Presiding over the transfor-
mation of battle groups is a
nucleus of 177 permanent
staff, which requires a large
supplement of temporary staff
from Britain and Germany for
the exercise season.

The permanent staff and 400
dependants on two-year post-
ings live an hour away in Medi-
cine Hat or the nearby Ralston

village - said to be twinned with
Ambridge.

They are augmented by 400
temporary staff on four to nine-
month postings to help run
training and act as safety staff.

A significant increase in the
establishment this year was the
OPFOR of nearly 300 from the
2nd Royal Tank Regiment,
which was in theatre for nine
months. Its two operating

Challenger squadrons rotated
with the two remaining in
Fallingbostel after the first
three exercises.

Infantrymen and sappers
change for each Medicine Man
exercise.

During the TES encounters
with the OPFOR, a skeleton
staff is imported from whichev-
er brigade is providing the
battle group, so that it can ben-
efit from training in a brigade
context.

The OPFOR represents a
non-British battalion equipped
with special variants of the
CVRT series of vehicles, adapt-
ed to present a different profile.
The Salamander is a light tank
modified from Scorpion, while
Sturgeon is an infantry fighting
vehicle modified from the
Spartan with a Milan compact
turret.

The wuse  of Direct Fire
Weapons Effect Simulation
computers turns these into
Soviet-style T 80s and BMP 2s,
with the appropriate armour,
armament and vulnerabilities.

The battle groups comprise
1,200 soldiers with two Chal-
lenger squadrons each of 12

® Turn to next page
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A “Salamander” crew member prepares for the fray. The barrel is made from plastic drainpipe

TES-ting

® From Page 21

tanks, two Warrior companies
with 14 armoured fighting
vehicles, a reconnaissance pla-
toon of eight Scimitars and a
battery of six AS90s. Addition-
al support is provided by six
Milan posts, six 8lmm mor-
tars, two Gazelles, armoured
engineering and REME assets,
echelon and a troop of 14 drops
vehicles.

On the first of 22 days spent
in the field, individual soldiers
and vehicles perfect their drills,
starting at the lowest level and
working through a series of
graded exercises to a full-blown
72-hour live firing exercise.

On Day 13 the first Direct
Weapons Effect Simulation
equipment exercise is carried
out to familiarise the battle
group with the sophisticated
training kit which has changed
the face of modern training.

A 24-hour exercise run by
the battle group commander
against the OPFOR allows him
to cover specific areas he wishes
before the final seven-day exer-
cise.

Exercise Totalise is split into
various missions and involves
the full panoply of battle group,
OPFOR, safety staff turned
observer/controllers, and a full
exercise control (set up with
commendable speed by 7
Troop, 31 Armoured Engineer
Regiment before the season
started).

The battle is controlled on
the ground via commercial
radios, allowing controllers to
transmit across the whole
Block without any chance of
the battle group or OPFOR
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REDTOPS rather than red
caps rule the prairies at
BATUS.

The distinctive vehicles are
mainly Land Rovers with
bright red roofs, and Ferrets
which are on probably their
last exercises before finally
being pensioned off.

They endlessly scuttle about
the prairie coulées ensuring
that rigid safety procedures are
maintained during Medicine
Man exercises.

The practice of hurtling
large, unfriendly chunks of
iron about the countryside is
inherently dangerous, but
strenuous efforts are made to
ensure the highest safety stan-
dards.

“Before we start staff spend
five to six weeks going through
all live-firing exercises and
holding a series of discus-
sions,” said the commander,
Col Nick Seymour, Scots DG.

No training objective is ever
worth a soldier’s life and Col
Seymour has no compunction
about stopping a mission if
conditions deteriorate.

This does not only apply
during live firing phases; there
is a risk from the moment the
first vehicle deploys on to the
prairie, from wet roads to thick
dust clouds which envelope
heavy vehicles and hide them
from oncoming vehicles.

Everybody dons a helmet to

pass the range control barrier
— a necessary precaution.
Vehicles frequently lurch into
gopher holes while travelling
cross-country.

Crosses dotting the prairie
bear mute testimony to tragic
accidents, as does a memorial
wall in the village of Ralston. It
commemorates 29 soldiers
who have died in the area,

Safety first
- and last

including a chaplain and a
German.

Safety procedures are con-
stantly under review, and vari-
ous measures have been taken
since a spate of five fatalities
last year.

Trench systems are better
marked, body armour is now
worn by staff during live firing,
an embryonic accident investi-

gation team has been estab-
lished, Warrior drivers are to
be given wider fields of view,
and a remote warning device is
to be installed to alert
armoured fighting wvehicle
crews of danger.

Safety staff were under
enormous pressure, working
on average 18-hour days
during the live firing, said Maj

Above - WO2 Bill Lindsay,
Household Cavalry, keeps an
eye on the armour

Left — Ferrets are scheduled to
disappear from their last role
as safety vehicles

Roger Warren, a
Artillery safety officer.

On live firing exercises the
safety staff worked harder than
the battle group, returning
after barely six hours’ sleep,
but knowing that people were
relying on them to provide a
safety check.

“We are repeatedly stopping
live firing practices which
could have gone most horribly
wrong, and we earn our
money when we do a double,
double check and find some-
body has given a six-figure
grid reference of his own loca-
tion as a target.”

Maj Warren thinks staff are
given insufficient recognition
when they return to their regi-
ments.

“There is a tendency to think
we have just been out on holi-
day. That is absolute rubbish.”

Royal

eavesdropping. One fly in the
ointment is the lack of good
indirect fire simulation. Area
weapons effects simulation is
scheduled for the year 2000 but
everything from mortars to
MLRS has to be simulated by a
“redtop” control Land Rover
scudding across the prairie and
setting off smoke canisters.

An orange flashing light indi-
cates areas are under bombard-
ment. Control staff consult a
damage assessment table and
the type of target footprint of
the artillery fire mission before
taking their control gun and
“zapping”, or immobilising,
the appropriate number of sol-
diers and vehicles.

“It’s Heath Robinson, but it

works surprisingly well despite
its limitations,” said Maj Simon
Allen RTR, who set up the
exercise control system. As OC
TES, he is appropriately
known as TESCO.

“Fire marker teams get to the
right place because of their
satellite  navigation equip-
ment,” he said. “When you
consider all the extra proce-
dures batteries have to carry
out when firing, rounds would
land after the teams arrive, con-
clusively proving that the Land
Rover is faster than the 155mm
shell!”

Each man has a casualty card
in case he is “wounded” and
vehicle damage cards indicate if
vehicles have been “mobility

killed” (M Kill) in which case
they can still fire, or “cata-
strophically killed” (K killed)
where nothing can function.

A card system detailing

injuries and damage allows
medical staff and REME to be
exercised. Computer glitches
are not unknown, such as a
Challenger being disabled by a
puncture to its front left tyre.

If fire marker team redtops

are feared, the Land Rover car-
rying two Nuclear Biological
and Chemical representatives
from the Defence NBC Centre

Winterbourne  Gunner

would not win a popularity
contest.

Towing a live agent genera-

tor, it allows a chemical capaci-

ty to be played real-
istically. Trials last
year  established
the concept and
this year it has been
employed, success-
fully emphasising
the need for aware-
ness of the threat
and the correct
drills to counter it.

A chemical
strike, which can

an operation, is not
in the battle
group’s armoury, and neither
are artillery scatterable mines,
but such features are valuable
tools for the exercise con-
trollers to draw out lessons.

o

Commander BATUS,
completely disrupt Col Nick Seymour
Scots DG

An  after-action
review within seven
hours of the end of
each mission is a
key element in this
learning process.

Attended by the
main battle group
personalities, it is
not a  cursory
debrief but a
detailed examina-
tion of how the
mission developed.

After each mis-
sion, smart cards
from each vehicle and weapons
system, recording every shot
fired and any hits received, are
given to the observer/con-
trollers. This information is fed

o
¥k

into the controller’s laptop

computer, and the data

transferred to a larger comput-
er back at Exercise Control for

analysis.

Within a few hours the raw
information is available for staff
to begin making deductions
and preparing visual aids for

the review.

By the time the key players
arrive map board photographs
and schematics of the battle
have been produced for exami-
nation, and salient features can
be re-digested in the light of full
knowledge of what was hap-
pening, what people thought
was happening and what could

have happened.

Training objectives are high-

lighted, lessons deduced and
the battle groups learn an enor-

mous amount. Discussions are

very constructive and conduct-
ed in a relaxed atmosphere with
no sense of recrimination.

“QOur high-technology solu-
tions produce a very realistic
picture, and we don’t have too
many arguments,” said Col
Nick Seymour, BATUS com-
mander.

Even if all the training objec-
tves have been achieved, the
battle groups return from
Canada with a wealth of points
to chew over.

Every year, a digest is pro-
duced of the lessons learned by
the various battle groups. This
year’s could be quite weighty.
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“Sturgeons” of 2 RTR (above) and 1 RTR Challengers (below) have to learn low cunning as they stalk each
other among the coulées

¥
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A Challenger of 1 RTR thunders across the prairie

I'T WAS billed as the clash of the
Titans . . . 1 RTR pitted against
2 RTR on Medicine Man 5.

As the two regiments squared
up to each other, one mission
was simple — 2 RTR had to
“bounce” a river and get a
bridge across, and 1 RTR had to
stop it.

Both had had intensive train-
ing before the clash: 1 RTR had
trialled the new TES equipment
and carried out the largest such
exercise in Britain a few months
previously; 2 RTR had provided
the opposing force for four pre-
vious Medicine Man exercises.
In 18 separate missions, it had
been “defeated” only once.

The 2 RTR force had the ben-
efit of months of working
against other battle groups and
is at the moment reckoned to be
the best-trained armoured regi-
ment. Its personnel knew the
ground and their unconvention-
al tactics, slick drills and speed
of reaction usually carried them
through.

Tidworth-based 1 RTR, the
last Chieftain regiment, had
made a tremendous effort to
convert half the regiment to
Challenger, but had little expe-

for e y

The light anti-tank weapon (LAW) held by Pte Mark Trav, with Ptes Brad

R, TGN

Stevenson and Lee Godsall 1 WFR, presents a deadly threat to armour

rience to fall back on.

This meant late hours and
outstanding work by the Light
Aid Detachment of the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engi-
neers.

The infantry detachment of
300 from two companies of the

1st Battalion, The Worcester-
shire and Sherwood Foresters
Regiment had also only just
converted to Warrior after five
months’ hard work following
internal security duties in South
Armagh and a posting to
Cyprus.

They had had to learn
armoured tactics as well as
revise old infantry skills, but as
winners of the Tickle competi-
tion for the past ten years, their
marksmanship is renowned and
they had excellent scores on
their gunnery camp conversion
with one Rarden cannon team
almost achieving a maximum
score.

Operating CVRT vehicles was
new to 2 RTR, based in Falling-
bostel, and it took a few painful
lessons before drivers learned
that light armour had to take
things more slowly across the
prairie than their mighty Chief-
tains.

With one tank company and a
second to be regenerated if
needed, 2 RTR also provided
vehicle crews for its infantry
increment of 60 from the Ist
Battalion, The Green Howards.

The 2 RTR plan was to send
the infantry down the left flank
and a tank company down the
right, with the vital engineering
assets tucked well back in the
middle.

But when their reconnais-
sance screen bumped into the
enemy recce, the infantry com-

pany uncharacteristically waited
too long. The group had been
suckered into a horseshoe killing
zone and six vehicles were
quickly put out of action by a
ring of Milan and devastating
artillery fire.

Only three vehicles managed
to escape.

The right flank, also hit hard,
had more success. Although CO
2 RTR was taken out - for the
first time in all his missions and,
what is worse, by CO 1 RTR -
the force remnants knew the
objective and charged on.

The tanks moved so quickly
they punched their way through
the Milan matrix and some
managed to reach the river,
where one bridge still intact.

It had been a hard battle
against a deliberately strong
enemy: 2 RTR had been all but
wiped out and had to regenerate
a new tank company before
achieving its objective, while 1
RTR had more vehicles left and
also felt it had achieved its mis-
sion by stalling the attack.

The real victors were the sol-
diers of both regiments, who have
benefited from the best training
available to British soldiers.
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TANKS have good reason to
be wary of soldiers like Ptes
Glen Castledine and Adrian
Gamble.

The two soldiers of the 1st
Battalion, The Worcestershire

and Sherwood Foresters Regi-
ment sit behind their Milan
firing posts far in advance of
battle groups and “kill” ad-
vancing tanks and armoured
fighting vehicles from more
than a mile away.

Milan sections are changing
the face of high intensity war-
fare training because, for the
first time; they are being taken
seriously.

For years, Milan posts were
staked out on windswept hill-
sides waiting for an armoured
thrust. They spent countless
hours digging trenches and
defending wide arcs, but could
only pretend to fire their lethal
missiles. Often they had the
galling experience of being
effectively ignored by arm-
oured formations which trun-
dled past.

During one exercise at the
British Army Training Unit
Suffield in Canada, the Castle-
dine/Gamble team killed six
“T 80s” and damaged four
other vehicles. The Opposing

Force (OPFOR) blitzkrieg was
halted in its tracks. Artillery
eliminated other Milan posts
but not Castledine and
Gamble. Infantry were finally
forced to dismount and attack

on them on foot.

That, itself, was a heroic
action. The deadly duo fought
to the last as troops moved in
on all sides. Pte Gamble was
miffed at being shot early in
the action while putting out a
fire his thunderflashes had
started, and only a lucky shot
from the last surviving attacker
silenced Pte Castledine, who
was firing his and his Number
2’s SA80 rifles simultaneously.

“They might ignore infantry
companies but they are fright-
ened to death of Milan Pla-
toon’s wire-guided snipers,”
said an elated Pte Castledine.

Because missiles cost so
much, Milan operators may
fire only one a year, he said. So
they make sure every shot hits
its target.

He and Pte Gamble were
sited on a prominent feature
where a Warrior had been dug
in before them. As a good kill is
not possible with a frontal shot
because of heavy simulated
armour, they coolly waited for

i

Green Howards charge uphill to attack Ptes Castledine and Gamble after

debussing from their “Sturgeon” in dead ground
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Ptes Glen Castledine, Anthony and Adrian Gamble, wire-guided
snipers who broke an OPFOR tank attack with their Milan

the tanks to growl past and
present their side, less protect-
ed flanks.

“Once they enter-
ed our arc we were
popping up, load-
ing, firing and get-
ting back down so
they couldn’t see
where we were
shooting  from,”
said Pte Gamble.
Although the
OPFOR was using
the ground well,
this single Milan
post caused havoc.
“Cas gotone T 80
1,600 metres away
with a pearl of a
shot,” said Pte
Gamble.

“He stopped the
tanks dead in their
tracks,” said an
equally enthusias-
tic CSgt John
Hamilton RHF,
who  monitored
the engagement.
“It was excellent.
Nobody can spot a
well-prepared
Milan position so

that they can take side or rear
shots.”

CSgt Hamilton, an observ-
er/controller with 1 RTR’s
battle group, advocated Milan
posts up to 5km forward of the
main position. Their job was to
kill as many vehicles as well
forward of the battle group as
possible. Milan posts were less
effective within a defensive
position because they were tied
into the fate of the units
engaged by armour or hit by
artillery.

Company commanders
frightened to let Milan go for-
ward did not understand the
way they could be used, said
CSgt Hamilton.

“What they are doing here is
what they would do in war.
This is where to learn from
your mistakes.”

He suggested that an
infantry section could prof-
itably be deployed as close sup-
port in addition to a light
anti-tank weapon in dead
ground close to Milan posi-
tions.

A GPMG or Warrior’s chain
gun would have helped Castle-
dine and Gamble to fight off

FORMER Warsaw Pact
countries are queuing up to
make their vast training facili-
ties available to the British
Army, Armed Forces Minis-
ter Nicholas Soames said
during a recent visit to
BATUS.

But nothing could replace
the incredibly valuable train-
ing available at Suffield, he
added.

Referring to Partnership
for Peace exercises in Poland
and Hungary, he said other
Eastern European countries
wanted to attract British exer-
cises.

“Almost every senior offi-
cer who comes to me from
countries in Eastern Europe
is offering us fantastic facili-
ties to train,” he said.

Mr Soames said British sol-
diers were already training at
a very high level of profes-
sional expertise, and Britain
wanted to train on its terms
and conditions and at the
intensity possible in Canada.

“What makes our forces so
incredibly effective is that
they are trained at the very
top level of the spectrum and
this gives us skills in a whole
range of other military uses.
“Training in BATUS is

\

Eastern

promise

Mr Soames talks to WO2 Dave Parr and members of 105 (BATUS) Support Squadron RLC

Lt Gen Marc Waymel (left) and Maj Gen Rob McAfee watch the

battle at BATUS with interest

vital for us and is something
we could never replicate any-
where else,” he said.

Mr Soames was particular-

ly impressed by the speed and

mobility of the exercises, and

the chaos they engendered.
Senior French officers were

also impressed by BATUS
during a visit to get ideas for a
similar system through which
they hope to train French sol-
diers.

Lt Gen Marc Waymel,
Commander of the French
Doctrine and Training Com-
mand at Metz, was shown the
Suffield facilities by Maj Gen
Rob McAfee, Director Gen-
eral Training at Upavon.

Gen Waymel was accompa-
nied by Col Barry Fox, Senior
British Liaison Officer at
Metz.

“We plan a similar system
in Mailly in northern France
with opposing forces and also
simulation, but it will be for
sub units and company-sized
groups as part of their train-
ing cycle,” said Gen Waymel.

J

LCpl Justin Pugsley awaits his target

infantry as well as kill armour.

This remarkable reversal of

Milan’s fortunes is due to the
Tactical Engagement Simula-

tion (TES) equipment
now being used in

Canada and Britain. It
features a two-way
laser interrogating
system which allows
realistic training.

If a vehicle is hit,
strobe lights flash and
an insistent bleeping
indicates what damage
has been suffered. Sol-
diers must take proper
aim at targets, but are
rewarded by making
effective “kills™.

Soldiers and vehicles
which do not carry out
the correct battle drills
are mercilessly pin-
pointed, with bleeping
and flashing lights
making it obvious to all

who has been hit.

Direct-fire support weapons

such as Milan and the Light
Anti-tank Weapon are devas-

tating and morale
among the “steely-
eyed missile men”
has soared.

“There is a per-
ception throughout
the Army at all levels
that Milan is a good
anti-tank weapon
system, but nobody
really understands it
unless they have
been part of an
infantry unit,” said Capt Peter
McMullen, Irish Guards,
another of the safety/control
staff for the exercises.

“Sadly, it is very hard to inte-
grate Milan live firing into any
other battle because of its wide
danger area. It is tricky to build
in Milan at a satisfying level so
the rest of the Army has never
really seen it at its best.”

They were now seeing the
true potential of Milan, so
graphically demonstrated by

Capt Peter the whole Medicine

McMullen, IG

Ptes Castledine and
Gamble.

Castledine scored
15 points more than
the nearest battle
group Challenger
and his Milan post
was declared by
observer/controllers
to be the best post in

Man series.

Pte Gamble comes
from a regimental family. Both
he and his younger brother,
Anthony, are nicknamed
“Chutch” after their father,
Terry, who was also in the
Milan platoon and left the reg-
iment as a corporal in 1983.

An uncle, Mick, was also a
corporal and another uncle,
George, was HQ company
sergeant major and drum
major. Both his grandparents
were Sherwood Foresters
during the Second World War.
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YOUR article about Army
footballers who have gone out-
side and played for professional
clubs appears to be confusing
some of your readers.

Bobby Charlton’s loan transfer

Duncan Edwards, Bobby
Charlton and Bill Foulkes were
professional footballers who
were sent on “temporary loan”
to the Army by Matt Busby.

This was his way of saying
thank you for the wonderful
times he had as a soldier during
the war. — Roy Jones,
Oldham, Lancs.

Soldiers’ graves

WHILE in India researching
my father’s Army service, I was
shocked at the condition of
graves in Lucknow and Fais-
abad of British soldiers who
died there of natural causes
between the wars.

Many had served with dis-
tinction in the First World
War. Not for them “glorious
death in battle” — they were
just young, healthy men;
fathers, sons and brothers, far
from home, who had the mis-
fortune to be abroad at a time
when medical science had not
reached the sophistication and

‘decaying’

Among them were Scots
from The Gordons, The Black
Watch, The King’s Own Scot-
tish Borderers and, most
touchingly of all, six men from
The Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders, laid out in a row,
their headstones gleaming, but
now engulfed by jungle.

The graveyards no longer
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exist as such. They are decay-
ing and overgrown. Wild ani-
mals are allowed to roam
freely.

The dead soldiers might
have relatives still alive and
grieving, perhaps under the
false impression that the
graves are being looked after to
the same high standard as
those maintained by the Com-
monwealth War Graves Com-
mission, which is responsible
only for the graves of those
who died in the two world
wars.

The MoD tells me it is not
responsible for the graves to
which I refer. When India
gained independence in 1947
£53,000 was granted for grave
maintenance in Pakistan and
India. This ran out in 1963
and since then responsibility
has been with the individual
Christian communities con-
cerned.

Well-meaning, ill-equipped
and poorly-financed volun-
teers work against the odds to
do what they can in a pitifully
few cases. But in real terms
little is being done, although
the British High Commission
in India does try to help on a
small scale.

The regiments, the Royal
British Legion Pilgrimages
Department, and the British
Association of Cemeteries in
South Asia, can do little
through lack of funds and the
impracticalities involved.

1 believe serving soldiers and
the general public need to
become more aware of this
problem in an effort to gal-
vanise someone into action. —
R McAdam, Chessington,
Surrey.

Rhodesia

NELEL

FURTHER to the commend-
able campaign to award a
medal for the Suez Emergency
in the early 1950s, am I right
in believing that the Rhodesia
Peace-Keeping Force was
awarded a medal for service
that lasted seven days — and
that not one shot was fired in
anger? — Fayidite ‘52 (name
and address supplied).

® Qualifying period for the
Rhodesia Medal 1980 was 14
days’ service on the strength of a
unit or formation in Rhodesia
between December 1 1979 and
March 20 1980. Among the 2,500
recipients were members of the
forces of Australia, New Zealand
and Kenya, as well as civilians. —
Editor

Putti

IN THE issue of Soldier dated
September 18, an article
reviewing a recent recording by
the Band of The Royal Irish
Regiment referred to the 18th
Regiment of Foot both in the
title and final paragraph, infer-
ring that this distinguished
Irish infantry regiment had
been resurrected.

The content of the final

paragraph is particular non-
sense. The Royal Irish Regi-

= et SR
“You see . .. didn’t | tell you . . . no wonder the rotters are winning!
... They’ve been pulling the fuses out of the TES kits”
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ment is not in any way a rebirth
of the original 18th Regiment
of Foot. Rather it was formed
when the last remaining Irish
infantry regiment of the line,
The Royal Irish Rangers,
amalgamated with The Ulster
Defence Regiment on July 1,
1992 as part of the reorganisa-
tion of the Army under

Options for Change.
The original Royal Irish
Regiment, then the senior

Irish infantry regiment of the
line, was disbanded - along
with other illustrious Irish
infantry regiments — upon the
creation of the Irish Free State
in 1922,

I would be grateful if the
totally erroneous impression
given in the heading and con-
tent of this article could be
brought to the attention of
your readers and thus correct-
ed. — Maj (RO2) ] Hillis

REFERENCES to the Saler-
no Mutiny (Soldier, October 2)
reminded me of an occasion
when I took part in a revolt
against military authority in
the early days of the war. It
was, however, without serious
consequences.

The 81st (Welsh) Field Reg-
iment RA was a Territorial
unit that had just been brought
up to strength by an intake of
Militiamen from the training
camps at Oswestry and
Kimnel.

Late in 1939 the unit moved
to Pembroke and 324 Battery
was billeted in the old castle
while 323 Battery was
assigned to an old mill on the

the Pembroke mutiny

banks of the river.

Soon afterwards, an epi-
demic of scabies broke out in
323 and the buzz went round
that the old mill — obviously
unclean and infested — was to
blame. Blankets and equip-
ment were fumigated or dis-
carded.

So, one unforgettable
morning parade, instead of the
usual denims, the battery
appeared in full marching
order with all their kit which
they placed on the ground in a
neat pile.

The sergeant major was
astonished. He told us to
return in denims.

No one moved an inch.

He asked if we know how
serious this was before formal-
ly reading us the Riot Act.
Someone thought it would be
a good idea to send for the
commanding officer. He was
more sympathetic (or did not
want the bother of making a
case) and promised to find
alternative quarters.

Within days 323 Battery
was split up into small billets
around the town, but the true
bonus of the affair was the sol-
idarity that bonded Territorial
and Militiamen in a comrade-
ship that lasted throught the
grim years that followed. —
Wallace Brereton, Sale,
Cheshire.
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MBE, Regimental Secre-

tary, The Royal Irish Regi-
ment, BFPO 808.

Rodney Bashford writes: Only a
comparatively  young  soldier
would imagine an old one, like me,
would be ignorant of the origins of
present-day regiments. In my day
we all knew the list of Regiments
of Foot, by seniority, from memory.

| am old enough to have been a
friend of the last bandmaster of
the 2nd Bn 18th Foot; to have
been stationed for three years in
Belfast with the R Ulster Rifles; to
have taught most of the bandmas-
ters of the R Irish Rangers; and to
have pushed a future command-
ing officer of the UDR in his per-
ambulator.

Oh, and on my father's side |
come from O’'Donovans.

It is quite clear from my review
that | was referring to the title of
an old regiment being resurrected,
not its number. Because sub-edi-
tors extract a heading from the
review itself | admit | should also
have included the words ‘title of”
in my penultimate sentence.

In our maudlin dotage we really
old soldiers do regret the loss of
those emotive titles from the Army
List — Manchester, Liverpool,
Durham. Seaforth and many
more.

To have the old 18th’s title back
again is A Good Thing. Be thank-
ful for small mercies, Maj Hillis,
and hope this resurrected title
does not again disappear into
such as 3rd Bn North British
Division.

Who was
Hitler
kidding?

I MUST take issue with Phil
Sharpe on his statement that
Hitler could have walked
right through wus after
Dunkirk (Letters, October
a9

It puts me in mind of other
hoary Second World War
chestnuts such as Russians
being seen in Scotland with
snow still on their boots;
fighter pilots eating carrots
so they could see in the dark;
Home Guard / LDV armed
only with pikes; and U-boats
re-fuelling at Eire ports.

Indeed, our Army had suf-
fered setbacks but every his-
torian of note has said it
would have put up stiff resis-
tance.

The German army would
also have had to contend not
only with our Navy and Air
Force but with armed civil-
ians who knew how to upset
conventional armies with
explosives and guerrilla tac-
tics and who were in a high
state of morale due to our
natural feeling of superiority
(at that time) and Winston
Churchill’s rousing speeches.

The German High Com-
mand called off Op Sealion
for very good practical rea-
sons. - W H D Podd, Low-
estoft.

PHIL Sharpe’s comments
on the invasion of Britain

being a pushover after
Dunkirk carry little sub-
stance.

He should read Winston
Churchill’s The Second World
War, Vol 2 and Richard Cox’s
Operation Sealion to see what
formidable armed forces
could still be mustered to
counter this action and the
difficulties  envisaged in
mounting and sustaining any
offensive of this nature.

Hitler made some ill-con-
sidered judgements in the
war. This continual post-
ponement was not one of
them. - C L Golder,
Bolton, Lancs.

@® A similar letter has been
received from L V Oliver, of
Colchester. — Editor
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Ted (80)
sets out on
epic ride

MAJ Ted Hughes has begun an
epic 600-mile ride on horseback to
mark the 75th anniversary of the
Royal Corps of Signals . . . and to
celebrate his own 80th birthday.
The remarkable octogenarian
rode off Horse Guards Parade on
Lancer, a 16-year-old Blues and
Royals horse from the Household
Cavalry Mounted Regiment.
Much of the riding will be done
around the Defence Animal
Centre, Melton Mowbray, Leices-
tershire, where man and horse will
be supported by a Mounted Regi-
ment groom and a back-up team
from the Middlesex Yeomanry.
Ted plans to cover, at about 25
miles a day, the equivalent dis-
tances from the White Horse pub
in Uxbridge, birthplace of the Mid-
dlesex Yeomanry, to Maresfield,
East Sussex, where the signals
corps was formed in 1920, to Cat-
terick, its home for 70 years, and
to Blandford, Dorset, its new centre.
Ted hopes to appear at each of
these places when he has ridden
the appropriate number of miles.
He joined the 2nd Calvalry (Mid-
dlesex Yeomanry) Divisional Sig-
nals in 1935. Horses' were still
used by the operational field army,
and Trooper Hughes took part in
the last field manoeuvres of the
Cavalry Division on Salisbury
Plain in the year he enlisted. He
recalls tanks frightening the horses.

SOLDIERS of the 1st Battalion,
Wessex Regiment march
through Devizes on their
farewell parade before amalga-
mating with the 2nd Battalion
to form the 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Gloucestershire, Berk-
shire and Wiltshire Regiment.

The Freedom of Devizes,
granted to The Wiltshire Regi-
ment and The Duke of Edin-
burgh’s Royal Regiment, and
the Liberty granted to 1
Wessex, were transferred to
the RGBW.

Staff worked hard to find uni-
forms and equipment for the
parade, no mean task as Terri-
torial Army soldiers are not
usually issued with No 2 dress.
A lot of effort also went into the
battalion’s drill.

Individuals in various forms
of uniform were photographed
by military artist Alix Baker as

R

Wearing the full dress uniform of a trooper in the Middlesex Yeoman-

ry, Maj Ted Hughes receives the good wishes of Maj Gen Tony Boyle,
the Signal Officer in Chief, before setting out from Horse Guards

Scratch a poppy - - -

POPPY-bearing Royal British
Legion scratch cards have
gone on sale to raise an antici-
pated £800,000 a year towards
the RBL's welfare work for the
ex-Service community. Prizes
range from £1 to £100,000, and
the cards will be widely avail-
able in newsagents, clubs and
Naafi shops.

® The Legion is campaign-
ing to reinstate the two minute

silence at 1100 hours on its tra-
ditional date of November 11.

1 CAN any Far East veteran con-
firm that a 12in by 18in blue flag
with “ROYAL BERKS" picked out
in red letters was made by a pris-
oner of war?

The story of the mystery flag is
being researched before it goes
on display. M J Mcintyre says both
the 1st and 2nd Battations, The
Royal Berkshire Regiment were in
the Far East at the end of the
Second World War, and thinks the
flag may have been stitched
together in a PoW camp. Contact
him at 7 Marsh Lane, Hungerford,
Berks RG17 OQN.

Devizes says farewell to 1 Wessex

R e

part of her preparations for a
painting to reflect the battal-
ion’s history.

At Devizes to watch the
farewell parade and a drum-
head service conducted by the
Chaplain General, the Rev

Victor Dobbin, were Gen Sir
John Wilsey, C-in-C Land Com-
mand; Col Martin Lee-Browne,
Honorary Colonel 1 Wessex;
and the Mayor, Clir lan Hop-
kins.

Spectators joined in the

Fred’s life
goes into
reprint

MORE NEWS of the redoubtable
Mrs Connie Peach, now in her
80th year, who against all the odds
has written, published and mar-
keted"a biography of her late hus-
band Fred, a Life Guard for 30
years.

Despite serious eye surgery
and a fractured hip which have
made all this work a real chal-
lenge, Mrs Peach has sold so
many copies of O Valiant Heart
that she has had to order a reprint.

Touch-typing because the
wearing of glasses is bad for her
eyes, she wrote to relatives,
friends, Army colleagues, military
museums and public libraries to
build a market for her book.

“l replied fully to all letters
received, kept a record of sales,
parcelled up books and took them
to the Post Office,” she told Sol-
dier. “I set my target at 300 books
but to date | have sold 306, which
is very pleasing.”

Public libraries all over the coun-
try have accounted for 82 of the
copies and military museums 34.

Mrs Peach's achievement is
partly due to the remarkable story
she tells of her husband, who after
enlisting in The Life Guards in
1931 rose from trooper to captain
quartermaster.

Fred, who was one of the
escorts for the lying-in-state of
King George V, was away from
Connie on active service for the
whole of the Second World War.

O Valiant Heart is available at
£5 plus 79p postage and packing
from Mrs Connie Peach at 4
Watermill Court, Bath Road,
Woolhampton, Berks, RG7 5RD
(tel: 01734 714176).

singing of The Farmer’s Boy as
the battalion marched past the
saluting platform. The 1
Wessex Colours are to be laid
up in Le Marchant Barracks,
Devizes, the battalion’s home
since 1973.
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Royal Regiment of Artillery
Association (Exeter Branch):
Annual dinner, dance and social
evening takes place on November
18 in St Loyes Conference Centre,
Topsham Road, Exeter. Details
from L J Seatherton, 8 Seabrook
Avenue, Countess Wear, Exeter
(tel 01392 874072).

Queen’s Own Royal West Kent
Regiment (London Branch):
Christmas party, December 10, at
Victory Services Club, Seymour
Street, London. Details from Brian
Kemp, Woldcroft, 8 Hornchurch
Hill, Whyteleafe, Surrey CR3 0DA
(tel 0181-660 4392).

1996
Task Force Bravo Signal Troop

Another
victory

SUBEDAR-MAJ Umrao Singh
has won another great victo-
ry. In 1944 he fought off
repeated Japanese attacks in
the Kalandan Valley, Burma,
earning the Victoria Cross.

Now 76 and living in north-
ern India, he has learned that
his intervention at the VE-Day
celebrations in Hyde Park in
June prompted Prime Minis-
ter John Major to raise the
annuity paid to winners of the
VC and George Cross. Hold-
ers of Britain’s highest gal-
lantry medals will be given
the option of £1,300 a year
(instead of £100) or a lump
sum of £6,000.

Commandos
return to
Winchester

THERE was an amazing turn-out
when surviving members of No 1
Commando gathered in Winches-
ter for their 52nd annual reunion.

Although the wartime Army unit
numbered 600 at its largest, and
was disbanded 50 years ago in
Hong Kong, no fewer than 114
former members got together for a
special commemorative celebra-
tion in the commando’s last home
station

Veterans from as far afield as
Australia, Mauritius, Zimbabwe
and Canada were treated to a
civic welcome, a remembrance
service in Winchester Cathedral,
and a supper in the Guildhall.

The veterans dedicated a seat
in the Abbey gardens to residents
who billeted them in 1943.

Capbadges of virtually every
regiment and corps in the British
Army were represented in No 1
Commando and many were worn
proudly on the green berets of the
Winchester marchers.

1978-81 (Hohne Garrison):
Reunion planned at Union Jack
Club, London, on April 27. Contact
Sgt Graham Perch, 28 CTT, Fox
Barracks, Liverpool Road,
Chester CH2 4BU (tel mil (755)
2749; civ 01244 352749).

46 Talavera Battery RA/HQ Bat-
tery, 32 Regiment RA: Reunion
planned on July 27 at Larkhill to
coincide with the anniversary of
the Battle of Talavera. More
details from WO2 (BSM) D Hill, 46
Talavera Battery RA, Roberts Bar-
racks, Larkhill, Salisbury, Wiltshire
SP4 8QU (tel 01980 675752).

Cornwall School, Dortmund:
Reunion arranged for July. Details

from Sharon Selman (née
Stephenson) on 01622 743100.

45 Regiment RA: All ranks
reunion to be held on August 10 at
the East of England Showground,
Peterborough. Details from P
Miles, 48 Bringhurst, Orton Gold-
hay, Peterborough PE2 5RS (tel
01733 237606).

Stalag XIB PoWs/7th Armd Div:
Reunion planned at Fallingbostel
in September to coincide with
drive by Military Vehicle Trust to
retrace route taken by 7th Armd
Div in Second World War. Details
from 24538668, LCp! A L Hone,
Rat Re-trace, 16 Tank Tpt Sqgn,
BFPO 38.

Brigadier: P D P McQueen — To
be Director Army Aviation, Oct 22.

Colonels: K MacG Stephens -
To Duchess of Kent's Military Hos-
pital, Oct 1; S C H Ashworth — To
IMS Brussels, Oct 18; B J Fairman
— To HQ Woalwich Garrison, Oct
16; R Leighton — To APC Teams,
Oct 16; N D Ross — To HQ Land,
Oct 16; P E Dennison — To HQ
AFSOUTH (BAE) Oct 16,

Lt Cols: J F Prain RE(Svy) —To

42 Svy Engr Gp, Oct 9; K R Gillies
RS — To be CP Lowland (V), Oct
10; N D Morrison RLC — To be CO
5 TA Trg Regt RLC, Oct 186; | J
Rodley RTR — To be CO 1 RTR,
Oct 16; B J Williams REME — To
Veh and Wpns Br REME, Oct 17.

Retirements

Brigadier: J A Wright, late 16/5
L—0ct 10.

Colonel: M W Stott, late RE,
Oct 21.

RIEFINGS

Until January 21: D-Day
Dodgers exhibition — the British
Army in ltaly 1943-45, National
Army Museum, Chelsea.
November
11: Royal British Legion Festival
of Remembrance, Royal Albert
Hall.
12: Remembrance Day service
and parade, Cenotaph.
15: 1 QLR mounts Queen’s
Guard at Buckingham Palace.
1996

February
28: Dedication service for those
killed in the Gulf War, St Paul's
Cathedral.
May
11-12: Army centenary interna-
tional military culinary competi-
tion and open day, St Omer
Barracks, Aldershot, 1000.
June
5-6: Floodlit Beating Retreat by
massed bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards Parade,
2130.
15: Queen’s Birthday Parade,
Horse Guards Parade. Colour
trooped by 1 |G (rehearsals
June 1 and 8).
July
9-20: Royal Tournament.

@ To include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

129 (Dragon) Battery RA: The
battery, believed to be the only
one in the Royal Regiment not to
have a commemorative painting,
is seeking donations from ex-
members to rectify this. Cheques
payable to “CBA 40th Regt RA”
should be sent to The Battery
Captain, 129 (Dragon) Battery
RA, 40th Regiment RA, BFPO 30.

New branch of the British Korean
Veterans’ Association meets at
the Royal British Legion, Virginia
Water, second Sunday of every
month. All welcome. More infor-
mation from secretary Terry
Adkins on 01483 768791 or Ted
Beevor on 0181-841 2775.

P J Constable, 63 Uplands Road,
Brighton BN1 7FA wishes to trace
Marion E McGregor (née
Anscombe) who served with the

RE rowing is
150 years old

The Royal Engineers Rowing
Club is to mark its 150th birth-
day with a reunion lunch at
Royal Henley on July 5, 1996.
Highlight will be a row-pastby a
club eight. Anyone connected
with RE rowing at any time is
asked to contact Lt Col J M
Heron, 73 Engr Regt (V), T A
Centre, Wigman Road, Bilbor-
ough, Nottingham NG8 3HY (tel
0115 9293924 or 9291477).

ATS as a radar operator on a
heavy anti-aircraft gun site at
Chester-le-Street in 1942.

Korean veterans are asked to
recall a burial at sea from a troop-

SOME readers may have been
puzzled by an apparent omission
from our “new badges” series
featuring The Royal Logistic
Corps on the back page of the
October 2 issue.

For among the badges of
amalgamated corps  which
accompanied the new RLC
badge there was nothing to rep-
resent the Postal and Courier
Service, formerly part of the
Corps of Royal Engineers but
now part of the RLC.

Why RE badge was missing

The RE badge was not pub-
lished because it was considered
(after consultation with the RLC)
that the Royal Engineers, as a
corps, was not amalgamated
with other corps on the formation
of the RLC.

With all due respect to the
Posties, it was felt the incorpora-
tion of the Royal Engineers
badge in the feature might have
been misinterpreted by readers,
since the Corps of Royal Engi-
neers still exists.

ship on the Korea run in about
1953. Does the name Cpl A H
Maskell and the circumstances of
his death come to mind, and
where on the route did the burial
take place? To which regiment did
he belong? Replies to R Barker, R
Signals (V), T A Centre, 28 Bed-
ford Road, Kempston, Beds MK42
8AJ (tel 01234 262451).

Op Musketeer, RAMC: RAMC
Historical Museum plans a tempo-
rary exhibition to run during Octo-
ber and November 1996 to
coincide with the 40th anniversary
of the Suez Crisis. Veterans of
RAMC elements of the operation
willing to loan photographs, maps,
souvenirs, or contribute personal
reminiscences, are asked to con-
tact the Curator, RAMC Museum,
Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 5RQ.

Author wishes to contact anyone
associated with, or having knowl-
edge of, Nos 21 (Comrie) and 23
(Devizes) PoW Camps, 1944-46.
Replies to Roderick de Normann,
Tinkfield House, Monument Hill,
Devizes, Wilts SN10 3HU.

Contact sought with anyone who
knew the late Jock Anderson,
Australian Army, 2/7th Bn, at E351
Heinrichsthal, Czechoslovakia
1942-45. He was a PoW and the
only Australian in E351, a small
working party from Stalag VIIIB.
Contact his son-in-law, John Ram,
in Australia c/o 57 Norwich Close,
Lichfield, Staffs WS13 7SJ.
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BOOK BRIEFS

British Sieges of the Peninsular
War by Frederick Myatt. New pub-
lication of the 1987 work by the
former curator of The Weapons
Museum at Warminster, who died
in 1994. Fascinating subject,
extensively illustrated. Spell-
mount, hardback, £19.95.

Rifles at Waterloo by George
Caldwell and Robert Cooper, with
illustrations by James Dann, Story
of the real “Sharpe’s Riflemen” in
the Waterloo campaign of 1815,
told in a well-illustrated 48-page
A4 softback book. Bugle Horn
Publications, available at £10 (inc
p & p) from 2 Brixton Mount, Long-
ford Road, Holyhead, Anglesey,
Gwynedd LL65 1TS (tel: 01407
765236).

A Dorset Soldier edited by Eileen
Hathaway. Sgt William Lawrence,
who fought at Waterloo, dictated
his autobiography to a friend in the
1850s. The excellent 1993 edition
is now published in paperback.
Spellmount, £12.95.

Merry Hearts Make Light Days
edited by Donald E Graves. Jour-
nal of an 18-year-oid British Army
officer, John Le Couteur of the
104th Foot, who served in Canada

REVIEWS

WITH the flow of discs from the
three Services we shall meet a
few brand new bands and others
which have been amalgamated
under new titles.

Here is a new one in name,

and the postal unit of the RE.

Albert Elms’s On Parade, which

motto, We Sustain.

although the players come from other bands,
including women, and for those readers a bit out
of touch with the changes (who isn’t?) the new
corps includes the RCT, RAOC, ACC, RPC,

The disc takes its title from the corps march,

is followed by the old marches of
the corps already mentioned —Wair for the Wagon,
Village Blacksmith, Pioneer Corps, Sugar and
Spice, and First Post. Maj Smith rounds them off
with a march, Soszenare, a reference to the corps

Thereafter the programme is very adventur-
ous, with three items in the concerto form. Two

On Parade, Band of the Royal
Logistic Corps. Conductor: Maj S
J Smith. Bandleader BNA 5117,
CD £12, cassette £7.60.

Well sustained

of them are very tuneful though
and easy on the ear, being a Con-
certo for cornet, flugel, and trum-
pet, three soloists taking a
movement each, and Artie Shaw’s
popular Clarinet Concerto.

Gordon Jacob’s Concerto for Band is a standard
work in the band repertory and celebrates the
composer’s centenary year. A tone picture of the
densely wooded state of Oregon by Jacob de Hann

is becoming popular with British bands, though I

Music/Rodney Bashford

cannot see a bright future for George Lloyd’s The

Forest of Arden, in spite of its emo-
tive title.

Lloyd, whose music was much neglected for
many years, is enjoying a probably short-lived
vogue but, as pleasant and melodious as his
music is, the general style is eclectic and dated.

An attractive selection and a welcome change

repetition.

from too many programmes which bear little

in the war of 1812. Carleton Uni-
versity Press/Spellmount, paper-
back, £9.95

The Wreck of the Isabella by
David Miller. Early 19th century
true story of a shipwreck and

rescue in the hitherto deserted
Falkland Islands. Leo Cooper Pen
& Sword, hardback, £16.95.

Nelson’s Marines at Malta by
Brian N Tarpey. True story of Maj
James Weir Royal Marines, who

raised the first Maltese Regiment
in 1800, told in a 48-page A4
paperback. Available at £4.80 plus
70p p & p (UK) from Brifma Asso-
ciates, 13 Coleshill Place, Brad-
well Common, Milton Keynes,
MK13 8DG (tel: 01908 604244).

THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO EVERY ASPECT
OF SAS OPERATIONS IN THE GULF WAR

DRAWING UPON NEVER BEFORE
PUBLISHED ACCOUNTS FROM
SAS SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT IN
THE WAR, SAS GULF WARRIORS
PAINTS A VIVID PICTURE OF

WHAT OPERATIONS WERE

ACTUALLY LIKE BEHIND IRAQI

LINES.

With 110 pictures in colour

and black & white

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD BOOKSHOPS g A SIMON &

32

C

HUSTER HARDBACK

The Band of the Royal Logistic Corps on parade at the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst

Arnhem hero’s
heartfelt thanks

TO EXPRESS thanks to
someone or a group of people
for saving vour life while risk-
ing theirs is obviously inade-
quate. But what else to do?
Gen Sir John Hackett solved
this dilemma by becoming firm
friends with the Dutch Resis-
tance workers who hid him
from the Germans
following the battle
of Arnhem bridge
in 1944, and writ-
ing the foreword to
a book by one of his
principal rescuers.
To Save A Life —
Memoirs of a Dutch
Resistance Courier is
by Elsa Caspers,
who, as a teenager
in the Utrecht area,
faced almost con-
stant danger with

her colleagues in Gen Sir John Hackett

the Resistance as
she helped Allied Servicemen
escape.

Sir John, then a brigadier
commanding the 4th Para-
chute Brigade, was seriously
injured following the failure of
Operation Market-Garden and
was hidden by the Resistance
for more than four months
until “passed down the line”
and home to the United King-

To Save A Life by Elsa Caspers.
Deirdre McDonald Books, paper-
back, £9.95. Detour to Freedom
by Bart Bredero. Janus Publish-
ing, paperback, £6.95.

dom. In an author’s note Elsa
Caspers says it is impossible to
reproduce in words exactly
how life was lived in
those days *“.
EVET-present
danger, tension and
the possibility of
betrayal cannot be
expressed in words”.
Maybe, but she has
done a remarkable
job in getting as
near as any writer of
wartime events to
achieving this
impossible task. Her
role with the Resis-
tance was a strange
one, she says. She
had no formal interview, no
training, no tests and no pay.

Her job was to get messages
and information to the various
groups in the area. That she
managed this and survived is a
testimony to her loyalty and
courage.

While Elsa Caspers stayed in
Utrecht + “doing- . her . bit”
throughout the German occu-

pation, Bart Bredero, a youth
of about the same age and from
the same city as her, decided to
make a dash for freedom from
the Nazis, get to England and
join the Royal Navy.

Just how he managed to
achieve this daring plan in
1942 he tells in Derour to Free-
dom.

His adventure took him 12
months, crossing the guarded
borders of Belgium and
France, over the Pyrenees and
into Spain.

En route he had many close
calls, but good fortune and
help from a number of people
saw him eventually slithering
under the barbed wire on a
southern Spanish beach and
gazing across the bay to
Gibraltar.

Again Lady Luck smiled on
him and he swam across the
bay without incident since the
British, on that night, did not
detonate explosive charges in
the bay to deter enemy frog-
men.

Why the bay was free of
depth charges that night is not
revealed. Was it luck — or was it
planned?

Bredero went on to serve in
the Navy until the end of the
war. - JM

0O
classy
for fish
and
chips

Leonard De Vries. John Murray,
paperback, £4.99.

TODAY’s newspapers have a
habit of turning up as tomor-
row’s fish-and-chip paper.

But while The Times and
other top people’s papers
sometimes finished up
wrapped round a bit of cod,
not so the Ilustrated London
News.

This was probably because
the paper was too hard and
glossy. Additionally, being a
weekly magazine with all the
news and pictures, it was
passed from reader to reader,
becoming for many early Vic-
torians a much-wanted jour-
nal. Messes, doctors’ surgeries
and top-class barbers’ shops
always had a copy.

It was, and still is, a good
read. And so is History as Hot
News, which reproduces the
news and pictures of world
events from the magazine for
which eager Victorian readers
paid their “tanners”,

The book has hundreds of
stories carried by the INlustrated
London News from the first
issue in May 1842 to January
1865.

Arguably it is better than any
encyclopedia covering the
same 23 years, since it com-
bines authenticity with lively
reporting and presentation.

Among the many stories
reprinted is one about a plan in
1851 to build a Channel tunnel
at an estimated cost of £87
million. Another tells how the
3rd Regiment of Foot (the
Bulffs) were marching through
London en route to Ireland
when an ox, alarmed by the
band, charged, sending every-
one flying and killing a young
womarn.

Others record the Great
Exhibition, the Crimean War,
the laying of the transatlantic
telegraph cable, fashions, royal
events and some crazy inven-
tions. Recommended. - J]M
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'EMPLOYMENT & RESETTLEMENT

7 N
( ' \ ] - for Military
S personnel
Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation.
Competitive price. Nation/Warld-wide service.

Laser printing. Free client CV storage.
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,

A Vacancy for the post of

Cadet Executive Officer

has arisen at short notice with Staffordshire and West
Midlands North Sector ACF based in Stafford. SCE HOTLIN E

The successful candidate will be required to join the Army 0 Updates, Application Letters, etc.
Cadet Force and will be appointed to the paid rank of 1367 241225 SERVICE - CV
Major e
MILITARY CV SERVICES : :
Salary range £1 3,076 tO £]. 9,246 The original CV service for HM Forces: \ Tel/ Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 h{L

established in 1984

Further details and application forms for early submission

A world-wide CV firm run by a former

can be obtained from: Army officer and current full-time career NEED A CV?
. gl consultant. Past clients include men and *
The Secretary, West Midland TAVR Assoc1at10n, women of all ranks from every part of the Szg';rra?gtg?}]agso%ogéagtgl\?s
Army. r
Tennal Granger Tennal Road, Harborne, W'hyynol write or telephone for full details to: (Established ggg:s)nem
3 : Anthony Jacques, !
Birmingham B32 2HX 6 igh View Road, St Cowil,
Tel: 0121 427 5221 Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU West Mdlends
Tel: 01483 823766 0121-355 2187
THE ROYAL AIR FORCE BENEVOLENT FUND ENTERPRISES SERVICESDE
Building 15, RAF Fairford, Gloucestershire, GL7 4DL NORTH SEA MEDICAL CENTRE
Fax: 01285 713268 3 Lowestoft Road, Gorleston,
We like to think that we are rather unique! Based at RAF Fairford in Gloucestershire, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 6SG Able-WOVEN 4
The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund Enterprises is the trading arm of The Royal Air OFFSHORE MEDIC
Force Benevolent Fund. It organises the World’s largest military air display and is X
active in publishing, merchandising, direct mail and concert and event management. TRAINING 1 olép%tﬂ SIO l‘i"“'}f:ﬂp:cdet’ B;’;" ;;';ghl';esg
Although we are closely linked to the Fund, we adopt a commercial outlook and these Are vou SRN. SEN. CMTI or RMAI el sl s b
influences, together with our very close ties with the Services, both nationally and = B ’ : 1000 Able-LABELS
internationally, provide an interesting and rewarding backdrop to our activities about to leave the Services and interested
i ¥ in working as an Offshore Medic? NAME, ADDRESS, TEL; No.
COMPANY SECRETARY/ADMINISTRATION CO-ORDINATOR Cosreciitsonies Eebtuapy 1996 or any words up to 6 lines
, e b, MK 1000 self-stick Labels 19 X 40mm
This is a senior management position with responsibility for all company secretarial (Statu:ur_vlrlammg n r&qﬁnred Priorto Black on White | Black on Gold | Black on Clear
duties, legal and contractual matters, With excellent leadership skills a substantial employment offshore)
proportion of your time will be involved in the overall policy, co-ordination and This Course is available via Resettlement. £4-30 £4-80 £5-95
support of our Accounts, Direct Mail, Computer (IT) and Personnel Departments. Advice and assistance given on STATIONERY 50 8" X 6" Printed
Event related tasks will include the management of commercial aspecis of the employment. Sheets + 20 plain + 50 Envelupgs
International Air Tattoo, including a supporters club membership scheme and S £8-95 Phone-Write for full details
programme, aircraft checklist and public grandstand sales. Event responsibilities will To enquire Iu.rther. SUREECh ';“ Prices '.';ﬁlud; Pu:)te/\l..fAT. l{’é gnly
include the securing and negotiation of pre-sale ticket outlets and their operation. “{‘E'l‘dy EJSEb"m“Eh S;E?Pir&anm l‘?l:i -eggpt S(T)"-eEr:rls Bar:g:
LOGISTICS/SERVICE LIAISON CO-ORDINATOR Fe '_%]1 411%%060215]3 NORTHAMPTON NNG6 OLS - & 01604 810781
v D7
With an excellent understanding of the military, and in particular the Royal Air Force
and Army, the successful applicant will take overall responsibility for the logistical [
operations of the company and will be responsible for the Logistics, Exhibition and The Academy Of Internan'onal
Transport Managers and a number of volunteers. Responsibilities will include the |
sourcing and co-ordination of Transportation, Arena, Public Campsites etc during an M a n a g e m e n t
Event. Liaison with military authorities and personnel and the sourcing of equipment
and Units in support of our events will form an important element of the role. Year AIM promotes international management development through
round responsibilities will include the co-ordination of the general stores operation, grades of membership:
administration of Health & Safety matters and the maintenance of company occupied ASSOCIATE (AAIM) MEMBER (MAIM) FELLOW (FAIM)
SR RAd e R0 Election to membership is achieved by means of assessment of your
We are currently inviting applications from career minded professionals who are able present and prior management experience. Home study management
to demonstrate strong management and leadership skills, loyalty, self-motivation, programmes which lead to the award of various certificates and diplomas
enthusiasm and the ability to maintain a flexible outlook. These are demanding but also available.
challenging roles requiring a great deal of commitment. The ability to work with Details from H W Shaw, Director of Resource Services, The Academy of
individuals from varied backgrounds at all levels is important. If you believe you have International Management, Haseley Manor, Warwick, CV35 7LS, England, UK.

what it takes 1o make a real impression within our organisation, and you feel we can
match your requirements, please send your Curriculum Vitae, with current salary

details to the Personnel Manager at the address listed above. A full job description is
available on request. SOLDIER .o
Please note that it is essential that all applicants have their own means of transport, a Prepare now for CiVVY street. We need gOOd, reliable HGV
ﬂexibfe‘ar.'uade to wqrfarrg hours, including weekend working and a willingness to join Drivers and Van Drivers for regular work in Lancashire,
in all Company activities. 2 s

: i : , Gtr Manchester and West Yorks. These temp positions can
All profits made from activities of The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund Enterprises : p
are covenanted to The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund (Registered Charity prepare you for your release date and give you SOII'IEthEI‘lg to
Number 207327) and the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund Development Trust look forward to. Be prepared. Work during your leave, through

(Registered Charity Number 210848).

pre-release or when you have left the forces. Telephone
0161 767 9310 and chat to our staff controllers about your future.

WARMINSTER SCHOOL 1st Call Group.

Coeducational, Day and Boarding

e
W Gl ARE YOU SPORT ENOUGH
* Pupils can join at any age . ,
¥ Long expeiencs  carng forServicofeilis TO EARN £16,000 A
ong experience in caring for Service families y YEAR -

* Bursaries available, plus 6th Form Scholarships, and awards at 11+
* Continuity of educaton across the whole age range, within a caring, If you keep fit, look good and like a challenge. If you're 23 or over, own a car and
friendly community have access to a phone. If you're prepared to work hard for a high income - this
advertisement is for you. We are an Intemational Insurance
Company requiring three extra representatives in
thisarea. No experience required.

* An opportunity to keep the whole family together
% Small class sizes, excellent facilities
* High standards, and clear expectations
Prospectus and further details may be obtained from Please call Craig Allison
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8PJ on 01773 550706 to
(Tel: 01985 213038; Fax: 01985 214129)

: e arrange a local interview.
Warminster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls = | 0181 549 7729 (24 hour Ansaphone)
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COMPETITION 624

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to

HOAY 624, Soldier,

Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by December 1.
Do not include anything

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

WiN

else in your envelope.
More than one entry can
be submitted but photo-
copies cannot be accepted.
The first correct entries
drawn will be the winners.
No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
January 8, 1996 issue.

Name : (Give rank or title)

Address :

RADC, BFPO 807.

Competition 621: Congratulations to SSgt Drotceff, Reg-
imental Accountant, 1 RJG, BFPO 58, who wins £50.
Book prizes go to runners-up Mrs Sheila Brooker, of
Oldham, Lancs, and Miss J M Reece, Det 9 Dental Group

SAMPLE
SHIRT

U.K. MADE OLIVE
GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS
RUGBY SHIRTS
SWEATERS

information pack from the UK's
leading supplier to HM. Forces
contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, f"'l'

Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
TEL:(01793) 849888

FAX:(01793) 849890 &
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\
e
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PRINTED or Ewntrocderes.

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN » @J
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SOLDIER MART

ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

LOOKING FOR A PRESENT?

We produce very attractive brooches for many regiments
9ct gold from £120. Set with diamonds from £450.

30 regiments’ brooches in stock. Sale or return available.

SPECIAL DESIGNS MADE TO ORDER
J. M. BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers, 23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For further details and quote please write, fax or phone 0121-551 7366.

VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

TIES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed fies.

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -

take out a subscription
now!

JOHN BULL

Military Clothing for the
Professional
PRICE — QUALITY — ASSURANCE
PRI CONTRACT PRICE LIST
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Telephone:
Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30
call in at:

01252 347353
17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

BRITISH MILITARY INSIGNIA

* All current beret badges

* All Officers, beret badges

* Rank insignia and shoulder titles

* Cloth patches and bullion patches

* Anodised collar badges

* Wings, formation signs, berets

* DZ patches, snipers’' badges, hackles

Over 1,000 items in my very latest

illustrated catalogue

British catalogue £1 US Army catalogue £1

French Foreign Legion £1 World-wide Para £1

Mike Lapworth (S), 15 Woodside Grove,
BRISTOL BS10 7RF De

(Nr Military Hospital) —

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113

AT “Suppiiers to PRI MoD Police
“ Please send SAE for full catalogue

EN

'L

FAX: 01737 645892

Veterans Medals
available!

for ex-military & civilian services, are you
entitled to any of the following?

» GENERAL SERVICE CROSS

* VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL

* MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL

* SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL

* BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL

Send for brochure & application forms,

b 15,
or a S.A.E. for replacement list Medals

Telephone: (01752) 872672 Fax: (01752) 872723

Lost Your
Medals?

We can replace them NOW!
= FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
* MOUNTING SERVICE & RIBBONS

01748 833614 B . S o=
Access/Visa taken riory -
Mail Order — 36p SAE to: Tel/Fax 01765 604071 & Sl B
Military Clothing, John Bull School of Adventure, i Q’(, M !{,f
12 Littlethorpe Park, Ripon N. Yorks HG4 1UQ i

High quality pewter tankards,
hip flasks, goblets, plates and
much more. Engraved with
Regimental Badges, Crests and
Logos to your own designs.
Competitive prices.

Full colour brochure.

,‘ Priory Pewter

Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield 51 3JA
Tel: 0114 272 5676 & 0114 2754168 Fax: 0114 272 6651

e e
REGIMENTS OF THE BRITISH ARMY

Full colour prints plus history and traditions,
battle honours, VC winners etc.

dl

TOAD HALL - NEWTON FERRERS - PLYMOUTH - DEVON . PL8 1DH

Conps OF Roval Elicinical Asd Mrchanical Engiseees

Successfully launched
at this year's Royal
3, ~ =" | Tournament: Artillery,
s Guards, Para, REME,
Engineers, QA’s, Tank
Corps etc. These are
just some of the 200
regiments now avail-
able. An excellent gift
for any occasion -
highly collectable.

UNIFORMAL

Civil, Military and Livery Tailors

for Officers, Warrant Officers,
Sergeants and Corporals

For your free colour catalogue please send 10” x 7" SAE to
MILITARY MARKETING, Unit 23, TEC, Maidstone Road,
Grays, Essex RM17 6NF. Telephone 01375 396636

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

MESS DRESS UNIFORMS
COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

and Civilian Clothing
Substantial discounts for bulk purchase.

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps,
please contact us (see below)

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S.A.E.
for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.

Fax: (01474) 537166.

“Cold cast bronze”

Germany: Answerphone (05751) 15087 Fax: (05751) 14889
UK: Tel: (0113) 282 6102 Fax: (0113) 282 1457

D8
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- SOLDIER MART

Regal Tailors
F1g

Military and Civilian Tailors /7% &

B 3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA _

=2 o)

We offer the finest in Military and Civil Bespoke

Tailoring, for Officers’ and S.N.C.O.s".
All garments are made to measure and are fitted
by our Craftsmen.

We use only regimentally approved materials and
all work is carried out on our own premises.
We also carry a full range of accoutrements from
stock.

We offer a discount of bulk orders.

Telephone/fax 0113 2361091

Regal Military Tailors, 3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane,
Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE
Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks - £13.50
Hand-painted WALL PLAQUES - £21.50 & CAR BADGES - £18.00
Regimental Ties- STRIPES - £7.50 CRESTS & R.A. FLASH - £9.00
Regimental Leather KEY FOBS - £2.00
PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)

186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.Tel: Brighton (01273) 686877 (a.m. only),

JSOVEREIGNNE
UNBEATABLE E&3
ssnwcs

T VAUXHALL

i

® German or UK delivery
‘e RHD or LHD programme
® Used Car Sales in Germany

¢ Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

® Finance - dm. or Sterling

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

UK(01980)843333

it 2L T e e A AR e B M B S oo L S e A
b A R B S i I ¢ ¢ N T SO
DN i it AT TV BN oxsovisiosssnennsonnssesvrsann ion oty

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

Germany 0130-8544-96

HOTLINE

Is someone Near to
you Far away this
Christmas?

Express how you feel in a
Personalised Greetings Card made
with your own picture and
wording.

llable FS 't Medal

Stars
WWIl, Br/UN Koreas, Army/RAF GS Modlll GEO VI
& E Il R Period copy bars: PALESTINE, SE ASIA 45-
46, PALESTINE 45-48, MALAYA, CYPRUS, NEAR
EAST, ARABIAN PENINSULA & BRUNEI, Campaign
Service 1962 Medals copy Bars: BORNEO,
RADFAN, SOUTH ARABIA, MALAY PENINSULA &
N. IRELAND, all IGS Medals GEOV & GEO VI,
Jubilee 1935 & 1977, Coronation 1937 & 1953, LS &
GC, MM, MC, GC, GM & GULF WAR MEDALS.

Collectors’ Badges & Medals - a speciality. Please
write AIR MAIL for price list with 50p BPO.

Regimental orders for Officers Slip-on Rank
Badges, metal Badges/Titles & Blazer Badges in
wires undertaken against samples.
YOUSAF & CO
10 THE MALL
LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN 54000DSMb

Be in time for Christmas call
Near & Far on

4 01813252396 &

or write to:

Near & Far, PO Box 69,
Bromley, Kent BR1 5UA

Specialists in Personalised Cards for Birthdays, Businesses,
Christmas, Valentines and any other Occasions

€ T-SHIRTS
4 POLO SHIRTS

4 SWEAT SHIRTS
4 RUGBY SHIRTS

Iterns embroidered to order with your
design, company or bartalion colours.

We are experienced suppliers to the military,
offering a personal and professional service.

Please call for a brochure.

UNIT 2 BECKLEY GARAGE LEATHERHEAD ROAD
GREAT BOOKHAM SURREY KT2} 4RQ

01372 459262

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

OOKS

AFTER THE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that J

gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish. /

Not for a week, munll; or year, buf qu the life f EATHER
of your leather product. You will always be /
ready for inspections, details, conventions
or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,
or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,
peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8§ oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will |
have enough to do all of your shoes, /
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. [
For larger orders please ring for trade
prices. # RS-

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE

LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED,
Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WS11 3PU. Tel: 0543 450064 Fax: 0543 279738.

... 80z cans @ £10.50 per can
INAMIE..oisinsnruiussnsassassrasssainssnsarssnsansss Total cost of cans
P&P£2.50 percan ............
TOTAL ENCLOSED.............

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER.

Address.

SOL 13/11
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-
BE BATTLE READY! | | Nissan _ ey

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS | ROVER INTERNATIONA L IRVNENCTIN
UNIOUE military clothing and equipment.
o ! FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND

i THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
36 page colour catalogue

-

71 HOLDERNESS ROAD, HULL HU8 7NJ
Telephone 01482 324234 Fax 01482 217299

E | xperienced personnel

I N S N N S . .
E% Pl 3 2
I EE S S S S .

g ok itepions X | tensive product range
SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George's ) :
Quay, Lancaster, P | rofessional advice
Lancashire LA1 5QJ
Telephone (01524) 64204
o g c.)f(_ _)_ T (| ffers on part-exchanges
R | eason enough to
We offer you the LOWEST PRICES id f
g i g T| elephone: 01482 324234
N Ew CA RS Jackie Judge and John Gibson
Advanced Car Exports In Germany Mike Clark 05623 6069
Official PEUGEOT Agents P P
Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE MAZDA \'A%
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511) S ME
AUDI
B A ' l‘l{f\
RANGERS GROUP EXPORT
DIVISION
PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER FOG
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL puRee L. ROAD, PRESTON PR2 GBX

@ 01772 793054
F YOU DONT CALL

PERRYS T CAN

1  Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

= Finance at competitive rates
1= A convenient and generous trade-in

facility
WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST 2= Clving you the complete
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1 export sale treatment we

EXPORT DEALER

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK

ot worries making your export
5 'lsumac&;o atatusl . Y sale simple and worry free.
3 YEARS OF MOTORI
__EXPERIENCE & IT SHOWS! _ RETURN THE COUPON

70 PERRYS GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
PRESTON PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:

NAME AND BANEK .........cooociiiiimeimmeimsssasassaisiosssssannassiassssssssrnsessssesssissnnnsainsis VAUXHALL D FORD D ROVER |:| RENAULTD FIAT L__‘
ROPRBEE T s e e i e e Sei nor e vovo ] protoN [] nissan [] TovotA [
.......................................................... TEL.. NAME

RANK UNIT
T A B L DEL. REQBY ... seeeee

ADDRESS

APPROX DEL DATE REQUIRED
HOME TEL NO.
_WORK

Bartaxenangb Gaalier Ll vk it A,

EORRIaINaE e e B L S L e T
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Contact:

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS

« INTEREST FREE CREDIT
* All Accessories Supplied.
Shirts, Bow Ties, Medals
George Boots, Badges, etc.
For All Your Uniform, Suit
& Blazer Requirements.

UK 284-294 Ley St. Ilford Essex 1G1 4BS
UK TEL: 0181 478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.
S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £8.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £10.00
CHINDITS £8.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50
BELT BUCKLES WITH REGIMENTAL
BADGE £3.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All prices include p&p
THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majonty of
our goods. High quality, competitive pmes and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service,
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 o

KENNEALLY VC

Probably the most spectacular
VC of the Second World War.
A tremendous life story.
£7.95 free post and packing.
Cheques to: KENWOOD
Fulstone Barn, New Mill,
Huddersfield HD7 7DL

Telephone 01706 846648 o

HOdgCS (0,

CIVILIAN, MILITARY, SPORTING & LADIES’
BESPOKE TAILORS, UNIFORM SPECIALISTS

MADE TO MEASURE
MESS DRESS UNIFORMS
FOR LADIES’ AND GENTS

BESPOKE TAILORS SINCE 1935 FOR OFFICERS
WARRANT OFFICERS AND SNCOs
WITH A FULL RANGE OF ACCOUTREMENTS
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK

Hodges & Co. Claro Court Business Centre, Claro Road
Harrogate, North Yorks HG1 4BA Tel/Fax: 01423 560369

Branches at Catterick Garrison Tel: 01748 872262
Also at: Roy Cain (Personal Tailor) 5A Simon Campion Court

High Street Epping, Essex. Tel: 01992 561830

GENUINE FORCES KIT

SAS SMOCKS, PARA SMOCKS,
COMBAT JACKETS ,
DENISON SMOCKS,

DPM TROPICAL KIT, PTI KIT,
RON HILL KIT, PONCHOS,
HELLY HANSEN, BETA LIGHTS,
MAGLITES, COOKERS,
COMPASSES, KARRIBINERS,
KNIVES, BERETS,

CWC MILITARY WATCHES

BUFFALO KIT

BUFFALO SHIRTS, JACKETS,
PARKAS EXTREME C/WEATHER,
HOODS, TENT BOOTS, GLOVES,

SNUGPAK, SLEEKA PADDED
JACKETS - EXTREMELY WARM
MANY TYPES OF COLD WEATHER

KIT STOCKED

GENUINE
ISSUE LATEST
PLCE
BERGENS +

SIDE POUCHES
i AND YOKE
125 LITRE
CAPACITY

NEW
£145.00

WEBBING

PLCE WEBBING, 58 WEBBING
TACTICAL VESTS, CHEST RIGS,
USA WEBBING, HIPPO PADS

“MARCH IN - KIT OUT”

SLEEPING BAGS
MILITARY SLEEPING BAGS

GORE-TEX BOOT
LINERS = DRY
. WARM FEET

ABSOLUTE BARGAINS
ASSAULT BOOTS (GO-FAST) £39.99
GORE-TEX BOOT LINERS £14.99

SOCKS CUSHION SOLE £2.99

GORE-TEX BOOT LINERS EX LONG £24.99

P&P £2.99 ANY SIZE ORDER
0171 790 5257 free cat; 0171 790 5585 INFO; 0171 790 0900 CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’S LTD (DEPT S) e
‘& MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS ===

[ELTH

EN

CALLERS MON-FRI 9.30AM TO 5PM & SUN MORN 10AM TO 1PM

SNUGPAK SOFTIE MIL. BAGS

8 ILVE R M A N ’ s BUFFALO SLEEPING BAGS
Britain's Leading Suppliers of Kit ta the Prof GERMAN ARMY SL/BAGS
' “PHONE FOR FREE USA ARCTIC SL/BAGS
CATALOGUE FULL OF SURVIVAL BAGS BIVI BAGS
ESSENTIAL KIT” FLEECE LINERS
FOOTWEAR

DANNER BOOTS
ASSAULT BOOTS
BRITTON GO FAST BOOTS
HI TEC MAGNUM BOOTS
LATEST ARMY PRO BOOTS
KSB BOOTS, AKU BOOTS
BERGHAUS BOOTS
JUNGLE BOOTS
DESERT BOOTS
SAFETY BOOTS
MATTERHORN BOOTS

BERGHAUS
VULCAN
COMPLETE
WITH SIDE
POUCHES
CHEAPEST IN
UK PROBABLY.
NEW
£165.00

STYLE \\-ULH

MECHANICAL BARGAIN
NEW £17.99

****STOP PRESS - JUST IN
MATTERHORN ORION GORE-TEX
LINED ALL LEATHER COMBAT
BOOTS £165.00

7y

VISA
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GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,

Hooded Tops,

Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
London E17 6AA
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

REGlMENTAL WATCHES

— BADGE/CREST IN FULL COLOUR
IN THIS DESIGN AND MANY OTHERS

£32.50 post free

(UK & BFPO addresses)

MessKit Products

" P.0.BOX20
EVESHAM, WORCS., WR11 4YY

Tel: 01386 443852
PRI enquiries welcomed

@ English-made
sweat shirts

® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs
@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: G1737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS
+ LOTS MORE

If you find the same garment cheaper
we will refund the
difference.
PROMOTIONAL MARKETING Co.
AS & B6 Guy Motors Industrial Park
Park Lane, Wolverhampton WV 10 9QF

Telephone: (01902) 724421

Intimate Gifts for Lovers and Friends
by Mail Order Video

To view our full range of Silk Lingerie/Underwear. Ladies/Gents Leather
fashion and underwear. PV.C. range.
Velvet and Satins, bedding. Fun gifts and many more.
Please send cheques for £4.89 payable to
Sassie, PO Box 33 ,Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 6BE.

Your video copy will be sent within seven days.

3& & CUDDLES #

N\
Someone somewhere is

waiting to hear from you

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address
in the U.K. or N. Ireland.

ORDER EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS

Include your own special message to show that you have your
/ loved-one in mind.

\
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
Bouquet special mixed - 50 flowers £22.50
Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 30 flowers £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £17.50
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £14.60
Spray Camations/Freesia/Fern - 20 flowers £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65

PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS  (Pale Pink) 107+ 7" long £22.75

THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS

EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL
LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY i/
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter. /
Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red

WINSTON BEAR  (Beige. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80

WINSTONBEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £20.50

RUFUS SQUIRREL (Gold Jointed) Green-D/B-L/B-Red-Yellow 11" high £14.76
(Not suitable for under fives)

ROCKY BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B—Red 11" high £14.75

Prices and order forms available upon request.
Prices include P&P + VAT
N.B Peak periods - flowers may be used from other sources

VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE
Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy's Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406

Embroidered garments -
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50

Printed - min. 36
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

SPORTS BAGS - min. 50

GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
L WRITE. PHONE or FAX for colour brochur

lsn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN

MUTIFS

HARLEQUIN THE PROS IN T-SHIRT PRINTING

& We supply best-quality brands, in Ts, Sweats, Polos etc
¢ Our prmtmg is sharp, accurate, and clearly defined
¢ We give you free help with typesetting and layout
& We despatch within 7 to 14 days - NATIONWIDE and OVERSEAS

‘ Tel: 01453 - 860986  Fax: 01453 - 860987
HARLEQUIN DESIGNS, RAGLAN HOUSE, ULEY, DURSLEY, GLOS. GL11 5TB

Se tting the standard

in Embroidered &
Screenprinted Work
& Leisure Wear

Wide range of top quality
garments, badges, crests
and personalised
promotional products.

Suppliers to British, NATO and UN Forces

Call Tracy Firth
Our Army Representative
Tel 01746 712563. Fax 01746 712264

Ask for your FREE copy of our latest
catalogue & list of Army motifs.

HARGREAVES
Promotions Ltd———

Hargreaves (Promotions) Ltd, Rodney Road,
Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants PO4 8SY.
Tel: (01705) 822436. Fax: (01705) 822177. J




Christmas®
£ Greetings

For just £6.87 inc. VAT you can send your
Christmas greetings to friends and relatives
around the world in a special Christmas
Greetings page to be published in our
December 11 issue.

ENZNZ

Simply complete the coupon below and send
it with your cheque/PO in £ sterling to
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

(block capitals please)

0|4 2 o oy SR s s SO R I e P SR A

PLEASE WRITE YOUR GREETING IN
CAPITAL LETTERS IN THE SPACES

BELOW. MINIMUM COST £6.87 inc. VAT for
20 words, additional words 35p per word
inc VAT

N TN I D T T N T D DN DN N N N I DN N DN I N DN NN

25 26 27
28 29 30
20 words @......x.....5i £6.87
DR i extra words
@ 35p each............... B
BOTR) 552 5 s ranesirsi s s s L
Cheque/PO payable to “Soldier”
enclosed
Return to: SOLDIER Christmas Greetings,
b \7 Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants
3 GU11 2DU, England.

WIS TS I I IS S IS S WS TS Y QPR R)L ) ) ) d) ) ) )

INZDN

SIS LA

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts. We can

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING
For your i
MADE TO MEASURE »
Uniforms Suits etc 4
we offer
& 14 day Make or
I 48 hr EXPRESS
¥ Keen prices
& First elass fit
j High quality
B/ Excellent payment terms
Local agent to measure in most areas

[Please telephone 01449 766085]

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY

replace full size medals :
supply miniatures. A fast efficient
service with the minimum of fuss.
Also a full ¢l

mounting servic

ning and
s undertaken

by our master tailor.

THE VETERANS’

MEDAL OFFICE
P.0. Box 1DH, LONDON WiA 1DH.
Telephone: 0171-493 4675 or
Mobile: 0836 746604

MADE TO MEASGURE
Mess Dress P.O.A.
Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00
OR's No.1 Dress £295,00
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00 LO,ST ME],)ALS .
S.B. Blazer £150.00 REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
D.B. Blazer £175.00 FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00 3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00 WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
Civilian Suits from £185.00 RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Al prices subject to VAT, whers applicable Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
48Hr or 2 Week Make up 7 Whitcomb Street
Michael Jay Tailoring London WC2ZH 7THA
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, Tel: 0171-930 1979
TESLTODwV:nA;.‘;EéSU;:aLE1‘4219475;;;\6(05 0374 133493 o

BRUNO

THE MILITARY BEAR

‘Bruno’ is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed
in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret
complete with your cap badge.

‘Bruno’ is currently available for all regiments and
corps of the British Army (less Gurkha units).

«Jock® wears TOS : RHF white hackle, Royal Scots tartan patch; A&SH tartan patch :
Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume. Gordons and KOSB TOS only (No badge
available for Scottish Regts).

ACC Bear available in chef’s whites, ACC beret.

UN Bear, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge.

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl expiry date) for
£31.00 payable to ‘POSTAL BEARS’, name and address of person to receive bear and
your special message 0:

POSTAL BEARS, Dept D., 1/2 Baker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 15B.
24 hour telephone order service (01743) 241962 Fax: (01743) 235079
* Did you know we have a 16-page brochure of gifis available for all occasions

Phone or write for free brochure %

D7

A CHRISTMAS BOUQUET

FROM JERSEY WITH LOVE

Send a loved one or friend back home a Christmas gift of
fresh-cut flowers from the Island of Jersey, gift-wrapped and sent to their door
by 1st Class Post (UK only), including your own personal message.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS BOUQUET
1 dozen beautiful Red Carnations seasonally decorated with
ribbon, sprigs of holly and spruce for only £12.99

ORDER NOW for guaranteed Christmas delivery!
Tel 01534 863621 Fax 01534 862439 or write to:
Garland Flowers. Le Pressoir, Rue de Bechet,
St. John, Jersey, JE3 4FT.

Ask for our brochure of fresh-cut flowers

available all year round.

% |ﬁ] Most Major credit cards accepted
VISA Cheques/PO’s payable to:
N C.riand Flowers Jersey




Please send SAE for list to.

VANGUARD BADGES é :5‘

MELLOW END
WOKING GU21 SNJ

-‘Wém@@g@@wi 292

SOLDIER MART

% E SUPPLY CURRENT ISSUE
INSIGNIA TO UNIT PRI's, REGT. MUSEUMS AND ASSOCIATIONS.
DUE TO INCREASED DEMAND, WE NOW HAVE A MAIL ORDER
SERVICE AVAILABLE

TRADE ENQUIRIES 13t
ALSO WELCOME

g T3 o
e

“Soldier”. Monthly

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE

All new advertisements are accepted on a pre-
paid basis only. Cheques/POs payable to

accounts will be

opened subject to approval and satisfactory
references. Otherwise prepayment applies.

D4

PAPERBACKS BY POST
The modern way to buy all the

latest and greatest books.
POSTAGE, PACKING AND
INSURANCE FREE!!! Yes we'l

pay for your books to be sent any-
where in the UK or BFPO
addresses. We'll even gift wrap
them for only an extra 50 pence
per book. We've got something for
everyone on our lists including:
Crime/Thrillers, Food & Drink,
Computers, Children’s, Garden-
ing, Horror, Sci-Fi, Biography,
Careers, Business, Women's
health, Fitness, Romance etc.,
We've even got a few hardbacks.
Why not use us to solve all your
Christmas present problems!!!

If you are over 21 and would like
our adult/erotica list sign below to
state that you are over 21 and it
will be sent out to you with our
general lists. So don't delay, send
today for our free lists to:
Paperbacks By Post

Dept. SR1

PO Box No 4624

Kings Norton

Birmingham B38 8EF

Address..

Postcode.
(Very important)

or for a Forces address BFPO
number.

If you want the adult/erotica list
please tick box and sign below.
I am over 21 yearsold [ ]

All orders received before the
end of November are guaran-
teed Christmas delivery, after
this date we will do our best for
Christmas dellverr Now that
book prices are no longer set by
the Publishers we have reduced
the price of many of our titles.
This is, of course, in addition to
our normal free delivery...

CARICATURES
) Hilarious caricatures
‘Groups’ or *Singles’
from photos in colour
or B&W by a

professional
7/ cartoonist. A unique
b=y gift for all occasions.
\‘ Also cartoonists for
] ﬂ parties, etc. For samples
b and prices or a quotation

: Rick Coleman: 0181-441 6607
D4

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters — Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports shirts
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG¢ (Ii)l
Tel: (Nottm) 0115 927

MINIATURE MEDALS
Return of post Service
Example of prices::-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £10;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £8; MSM: £8; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £7; UN Cyprus: £6;
S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp:
£7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.1.Y. mounting: 1 space —£1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30; 5-£1.40;6 - £1.50;
7-£1.60; 8- £1.80;9 - £2.00; 10 - £2.20.
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
® 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.
® Full-size medals supplied
* Wire Blazer Badges
* Mess Kit Badges
® Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(25p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.

Telephone: (0455) 239262 Ay

42

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4" and should only contain a letter,
and phctograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorly addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

To advertise for a pen pal
send your name, age, brief
description and  interests
together with a cheque/postal
order for £11.75 to the address
below. Remember to include
your full name and address for
replies to be forwarded.

D&

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.
Shirley, 5'6", with blue eyes. Enjoys
Tai Chi, travelling, romantic nights in,
socialising and living life to the full!
Seeking tall, romantic, spontaneous
and fun loving, divorced/single pen
pals, aged 36-44, with GSOH. P535
23/95
Lisa, 20, 5'6", blue eyes, slim build ,
long hair and a bubbly personality.
Interests include football, clubbing,
eating out and travelling. Seeking pen
pals aged 20-27. P536 2395
Carol, 31, 5'2", with brown eyes, short
dark hair and GSOH. I am divorced
with three children and smoke! Inter-
ests include darts, movies, 50-60's
music, dancing, cooking and eating
out. P537 23195
Mandy, 34, 5'2", haulage clerk with a
bubbly personality, blue/grey eyes and
short brown hair. Likes trucking, pubs
and having a good time. Seeking like
minded pen pals. P538 2195
Pauline, 27, 5'7", blue eyes, short
blonde hair and of slim build. I enjoy
weight training, swimming, aerobics
and ten-pin bowling. I have a daughter
of ten and a son of seven and am seek-
ing pen pals aged 31-38. P539 2395

Ruth, 25, 5'10", light brown hair and
blue eyes. I like to keep in trim by
mountain biking and walking dogs and
also help out at Brownies. Seeking pen
pals aged 25-30. P540 2395

Maureen, 47, 5'5", a divorced regis-
tered nurse with blonde hair. Interests
include dancing, cinema, pub meals
and holidays abroad. Seeking a pen pal
of a similar age. P541 2395

Louise, 33, 5', green eyes, mousey hair
and of slim build. Enjoys food and
drink, walking and swimming. Would
like to hear from male pen pals aged 27-
35 with GSOH. P542 2395

Hi I'm Sue, 30s, blonde, blue eyes,
fun personality. Likes animals, travel,
music and movies. Hoping to find fun
male, 30s, with similar interests, for
friendship and hopefully to spend some
quality time. P543 2395
Sylvia, 36, 5'4", single parent, slim
with long fair hair, I am OU student
and enjoy keeping fit by running and
cycling. Previously I was a radiograph-
er. Seeking like minded pen pals. P544

2395

“Military Dorset Today”. Evocative
review of what remains in Dorset from
WWII. 160 pages, over 170 photo-
graphs. £13.95 (inc p&p) from C A
Pomeroy, “Westacre”, Clyffe, Dor-
chester DT2 8QR. 2395

CLASSIFIED

Military History Books. SAE for cat-
alogue. Purchase of books in good con-
dition on land warfare. Free specialist
booksearch. John McKenzie, Carpen-
ters, Cary Road, North Cadbury,
Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7DE. Tel:
01963 440557. 0725

“HEAD-DRESS BADGES OF
THE BRITISH ARMY?” by Kipling
& King. The Collector's bible. The
new updated enlarged edition Volume
Two 1920-1995 £42.50 posted. Also
Volume One 1800-1920 £65.00
posted. The ultimate Christmas pre-
sgnt. H L. & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB. Tel:
01252 716303. 2395

CHELIFER BOOKS

Military books bought
and sold
Send SAE for catalogue to:
Mike Smith, Todd Close,
Curthwaite, Carlisle,
Cumbria CA7 8BE
Tel: (01228) 711388

Absolutely Urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823,
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm
seven days). 1823

Chrysler Voyager LHD, 1990,

80,000km. Excellent condition, audio
system, air conditioned, tow hook, roof
bars, Ziebart from new, power steering.
Tel: 01873 810873. 2395

Left hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer. Tel:
0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823. Fax:
0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm seven
days). 1823

60”6

Entertainment
Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke
Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,
Sgt/Officers’ Mess
Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 0181-789 7227 /6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533
Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

1018
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum
‘order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. 1.«
Y e e e e e s v sk e e ke ke ke e ok e ke e



Third Reich Posters, postcards,
audio/video tapes, CDs and books.
Send three 25p stamps for lists to UFC,
BCM4161, London WCIN 3XX. 202

Original Military Badges. Latest
sales list of guaranteed genuine British
Army cap badges. Limited numbers of
this list now available at £5 each. Cold-
stream Military Antiques, 55a High
Street, Marlow, Bucks SL.7 1BA, Postal

service only. 1823

Hand embroidered quality wire blazer
badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company, 4/477
Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan.

20-19/96

“A Soldiers Pocket Book” (incorpo-
rates Volunteers and Skill at Arms and
Shooting Pocket Books). Valuable
information on a wide range of updated
subjects. New sections. Full informa-
tion on SA80/LSW. Training Tests and
APWT details. First class diagrams and
explanation of weapons. Zeroing
includes the SAC. Altogether a total of
380 pages. Single copies £6.75 each
plus 75p p&p, Total £7.50. Special
terms for PRIs, PSAOs and trade on
request. Cheques/POs payable to:
Military Pocket Books, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorkshire HU17
5LA. Tel/Fax: 01964 542878 TIC

Army uniform postcards. Bands-
men, officers, soldiers. SAE for two
samples and illustrated catalogue.
Geoff White, Rushmoor Lane, Black-
well, Bristol BS19 3JA.

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2X25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside L41
28Y.

Full/ miniature size medals mount-
ed for wear or display. Send for full list
of new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars, clasps
etc., and medal mounting costs.
Access/ Visa welcome. SAE appreciat-
ed. Worcestershire Medal Services, 25
Golden Cross Lane, Catshill, Broms-
grove B61 OLG. Tel: 01527 835735.

AS95

Military Fine Arts. Britian's leading
British military art distributor. Access
to all British publishers. Hundreds of
original items also available. Catalogue
£2.50 + A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G
Jennings-Bramley, 5 Feversham Road,
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel: 01722
328523.

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. e

22-24

13-25

AS95

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. TIC

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

23/95

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New. Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1
4PS. ©

Camouflage fleeces MoD partern,
new, £60. Gore-Tex fleece lined ski
mitts, £15. Denbigh Army Surplus.
Telephone 01745 814978. 2225

2-25

" CLASSIFIED

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!
Details from S A Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1QJ.

23-7/96

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management
HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
return to you as and when required. With a base in
Leicestershire we also cover the East Midlands

counties of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.
For further information please ring:
01509 266151
or write to:
134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,
LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LE11 0JU o7

Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 01722
421701 or 01985 846905. e

Alcudia, Majorca, studio apart-
ment for sale. Not time share. Sleeps
four, en suite, fully furnished, fitted
galley kitchen, third floor pool side with
balcony. £15,000. Tel: 01792 772584
after 6.30pm.

23195

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

OCTOBER 14, 1995

Three-way tie for first prize (19 goals, £1,500
each) LCpl G R James, 1 PWO, Warminster;
Sgt N Richardson, 6 Sup Regt RLC, BFPO
47, LCpl W M Wilkie, 1 ASLS RE, RAF
Marham.

Six-way tie for fourth prize (18 goals, £250
each) Maj S E R Bedford, 1 RGJ, BFPO 58;
Bdr D L Bull, 39 Regt RA, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne; LCpl M MacDonald, 2 CS Regt RLC,
BFPO 47; Lt Col D | A Spackman, HQ
London District; W02 J M Stewart, 23 Para
Fd Amb, Aldershot; W02 C J Walton, 22
Regt RA, Kirton in Lindsey.

OCTOBER 21, 1995
First prize (21 goals, £2,500) LCpl M D
O'Keefe, Cyprus Logistic Unit, BFPO 58.

Three-way tie for second prize (20 goals,
£833.33 each) Sgt J P Granfield, Holywood

Station LAD, BFPO 806; LCpl Jaybahadur
Marden, 2 RGR, BFPO 11; Gnr A L Young,
26 Regt RA, BFPO 113,

13-way tie for fifth prize (19 goals, £76.92
each) W02 C Campbell, 234 Fd Sqn (ADR)
(V), RAF Leeming; Cpl A L Coles, BFPO 825;
Sgt P Curless, 1 COLDM GDS, BFPO 17; Lt
M F Elliott, 2 LI, BFPO 22; W01 J N
Gardener, QEMH, Woolwich; Cpl A T Gill,
Cyprus Works Unit, BFPO 58; Sgt M J
Milligan, 39 Regt RA, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne; LCpl M J Monks, 1 COLDM GDS,
BFPO 17; Sgt J Newall, HQ Prince of
Wales’s Div, Lichfield; Maj P W Stableford,
24 Tpt & Mov Regt RLC, BFPO 39; Sgt K D
Stott, AFCO Newcastle; LCpl S G Thorngate,
KRH, BFPO 17; W02 A J W Williams, 230
Tpt San RLC (V), Edinburgh.

NB: LCpl Jaybahadur is the first Gurkha to win
a prize.

LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.

CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES, TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS
- No interviews, confidential service by post
— Good benefits if you settle your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 01929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-1929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE
Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers o

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

Joint letting income?
Spouse not in employment?
You may be able to set 95% against an

unused tax allowance!
Greater tax saving even if you have opted out
of MIRAS?
Contact the experts:
TAXATION SPECIALISTS LTD
112 Gales Drive, Crawley, Sussex RH10 1QE

Tel/Fax 01293 547750

Address Labels. 38 X 21mm, blk/wht,
blk/gold. £2.00 per 100, minimum £5,
post free worldwide. Cheques payable:
R G Taylor, 35 Cowgill Close,
Northampton NN3 8PB. Tel: 01604
406401.

14-25

Household Cavalrymen, old and
young, personal postcard/photograph
invited for album/s. Eventual lodging
Regimental Museum. Include simple
details. A Rowlinson, Ex LG 1 HCR,
21 Gadlas Road, Llysfaen, Clwyd
LL29 8TD.
Guards, Household Brigade maga-
zines wanted, pre-1975. Pre-1952 Irish
and Welsh Guards officers forage caps.
01624 842311 any time.

Author would like to purchase or borrow
prints, negatives of London Transport
buses in Aden, Cyprus, Burma or any
where else the British soldier has served.
Hambley, 7 Linden Road, Dunstable LU5
4NZ.

Person to research army career of
family member. Ex Lancs Fusiliers.
Suit retired person. Supply personal
details and charges. Reply to Box 267,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road
,Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. 23795

23/95
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If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

(Payable to SOLDIER)

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
COSTS QUOTED ON THIS FORM ARE VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 1995 o3

Send to:
CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU 11 2DU
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RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CANOE RODEO CLAY PIGEON

Paddler
Bob is
on top
of world

SSGT Bob Campbell from the
Royal Artillery Display Troop
at Woolwich is the Army’s
newest world champion.

He capped an excellent
season on the canoe rodeo cir-
cuit by winning the world
white water rodeo champi-
onships in Germany.

Campbell was the only
member of the Armed Forces
in the 28-strong Great Britain
team which also picked up a
silver and two bronze medals
during the world champions.

More than 130 of the world’s
best white water exponents
from 20 countries, including
the USA, South Africa and
New Zealand, took part.

In rodeo canoeing, competi-
tors have to perform acrobatic
sequences while paddling in a
white water rapid. Rides are
scored on technical content,
variety and style.

Campbell was ranked first in
the United Kingdom after win-
ning selection events on the
Thames, at Nottingham and
on Teesside. This season he
has also competed in Ger-
many, Austria and Switzer-
land.

Following his world title,
SSgt Campbell has been invit-
ed to appear on the BBC’s
prestigious Sports Review of
the Year on December 10. He
has been supported by the
Army Canoe Union, the gym
staff at Woolwich, his unit and
sponsored by Doctor D’s Pad-
dles and Simmer Style.

SSgt Bob Campbell and his canoe at Woolwich

Army win Guards
cup as Met falls
foul of penalties

Army 5 (1), Met Police 3 (1)
THE ARMY fell victims to a
first-minute goal when the
Metropolitan Police won a
corner on the left and a per-
fectly delivered cross was
headed home at the Military
Stadium, Aldershot, writes
Pat Massey.

Although the corner-kicks of
the visitors constantly posed a
threat, the Army won a highly
entertaining game, and with it
the Grenadier Guards Chal-
lenge Trophy, on penalty kicks.

Pte George Russell (BW) hit
the crossbar and Sig Steve
Bambrook (R Sigs) and Cpl
Alf Alford (R Sigs) went close
for the home side during the

first half. The Army roared
back after the break and it was
no surprise when they
equalised, SSgt Kevin Parkins
(RLC) tapping home after a
rare error in the Met defence.

Not for the first time in these
Grenadier Guards Challenge
Cup matches, sponsored this
year by John Brown Invest-
ments, the sides were level at
full time and the trophy was
decided on penalties.

LCpl Joe Collins (R Sigs)
smashed his opening attempt
high over the bar, but the Met
player who followed also
missed. But Bambrook scored
and goalkeeper Cpl Dominic
Joyce (RLC) saved the Met’s

Concept 2 record
A TEAM of ten soldiers serving at
the Communications and Security
Group (UK) broke the Army Con-
cept 2 rowing machine record,
managing 369.67km in 24 hours.
Led by Cpl Adrian Batty, a phys-
ical training instructor in the Royal
Signals, the team from Garats Hay
Barracks near Loughborough also
raised more than £1,000 for the
Leonard Cheshire Foundation.

Texas rugby tour

Cadets from the University of
Wales Officers’ Training Corps
took part in the Girdlestone com-
petition during a rugby tour of
44

Texas and Oklahoma. Led by skip-
per OC Gareth Jones, a member
of the Combined Services Under-
21 team, and coach-manager
WO2 (BSM) Steve Brierley, the
tourists took on Tulsa RFU, Fort
Sill, Dallas Harlequins, Denton
RFU, Fort Hood, Houston RFC
and 26 Regiment RA who were on
tour at the same time.

Long range small bore

The Army had to settle for second
place at the Inter-Services long
range small bore championships
on Ash Ranges, Aldershot. The
RAF retained the Gilbert Trophy,
winning the long range and 50m

matches and finishing third in the
PSK (prone, standing, kneeling)
match. The TA were third.

The English Small Bore Shoot-
ing Union beat the Combined Ser-
vices in their annual match, and
the Police Athletic Association
repeated their rare win over the
Army, winning the long range and
50m matches to the Army’s lone
win in the PSK.

Sea angling

Anyone interested in the Group 2
area interested in the sea angling
(beach or boat) is asked to contact
SSat Mark Quilliam on Chatham
Mil (766) 2360 or 01634 822360.

FIRST official Army clay
pigeon champion is SSgt
Tony Masters (1 RHA) from
the ACIO Sheffield.

He beat 31 other marks-
men ranging from colonels to
gunners who gathered at
Edge Hill, near BAD Kine-
ton, for the first Army Clay
Pigeon  Association clay
shoot.

Competitors -came from
Northern Ireland, Benbecu-
la, Canterbury, York, Alder-
shot, Catterick and Bicester.

Masters was high gun with
a score of 83 out of 100,

ahead of second-placed Maj
Gary Bateman (RLC) from
HQ 2 Division on 81, and
WO2 Doug Chambers (1
PWRR) and Cpl Andy Austin
(QRL attached AAC) who
tied for third on 75.

A shoot against the Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force and
the emergency services is
being organised at Braintree
in Essex, and a selection and
training day is planned at West
Wycombe shooting ground,
High Wycombe, Bucking-
hamshire, on November 22.

Other ACPSA shoots in the

pipeline include friendly
matches against the Thames
Valley Police and the Metro-
politan Police.

The Army association can
call upon three international
sportsmen, two currently
serving with the Royal Irish
Regiment and one with the
Royal Scots.

Anyone wishing to join the
ACPSA is asked to contact
Capt James Giggins, the sec-
retary, on Bicester Mil (724)
3737, or competition secre-
tary WO1 Steve Butcher on
Bicester Mil 2677.

second kick brilliantly to give
the Army an advantage which
Pte Steve Bowey (RLC), SSgt
Alan Higgins (R Sigs) and
Parkins did not let slip.

The missed penalty was Joe
Collins’s only embarrassment
of the match and he was
named - Man of the Match.
Trophies were presented by
the new president of the Army
Football Association, Lt Gen
Sam Cowan, who, with Maj
Gen David Burden, headed a
strong Army contingent.

Before the kick-off, players
stood in silence in memory of
former AFA secretary Maj
(Retd) Alan Dobson, Gren
Gds, who died in June. A keen
supporter of Met football, he
will be missed by both.

Army Women 2, Brighton 2

When Oxford United women
cancelled their match against
the Army, Brighton and Hove
dispatched a side to Aldershot,
writes Derrick Bly.

The Army had the better of
the opening exchanges, with
Cpl Terri Bennett (AGC) and
Cpl Alli Garven (RLC) going
close. Bennett headed over just
before half time when Pte Tania
Smith (R Irish), put through by
Pte Claire Leader (RLC), deliv-
ered a perfect cross.

Cpl Steph Geeson (AGC)

§PORT
-TONY CuAIMS CLAY TITLE

High-speed
Army take
no prisoners

Army 54, Prison Service 18
A SHIFT in gear by the Army
Rugby League team after ten
minutes of their game against
the Prison Service at Aldershot
Military Stadium produced
spectacular results,

Up to that point the visitors

We are the champions ...

opened the scoring seven min-
utes after the break when she
scored from the rebound after
a shot from Cpl Cheryl Cam-
pling (RL.C) had cannoned off
the crossbar. The Army went
further ahead when a shot by
skipper Cpl Lofty Lofthouse
(AGC) deflected off Bennett
into the net.

But Brighton came back into
the game with a goal on 65
minutes and levelled the scores
in the final minute.

The British Arrny Training Unit
Suffield soccer team overcame
strong opposition to carry off
the Medicine Hat Soccer
League and City Cup for the
second successive year.

Sgt Taff Edwards RLC, team
captain and top scorer with 33
goals from 17 appearances, is
pictured with Lt Col Robin
Hodges, Kings. The feat was
particularly impressive as the
BATUS permanent military
staff numbers only 177.

Player of the year was LCpl

Ged Bamford, REME, most
improved player was Cpl Daz
Coombes and most sporting
player was LCpl Jason Chan-
dler.

Because of the harsh Cana-
dian winter the season started
on May 15 and finished on
August 29. Many of the games
were played on midweek
evenings, but several took
place on Sunday afternoons
with horrendous temperatures
well above 30C, said Sgt
Edwards.

Picture: DRE Suffield

had held out comfortably, but
the deadlock was broken when
a slick move among the céentres
sent fullback LCpl Bob Fulton
(1 Para) powering in for the
opening try. Cpl John Sherriff
(1 PWO) converted.

With the Army rapidly gain-
ing in confidence, skipper Cpl
Andy Sangar (1 RSME Regt),
Pte Pete Rumney (1 Para),
scrumhalf LCpl Steve Moss (1
QLR), Pte Paul Young (1
Para), Cpl Chris Brown (1
RSME Regt), Cpl Tony West
(1 QLR) and flying winger Pte
Gus Glasgow (1 Para) ran in
more tries to seal a compre-
hensive victory.

The match, refereed by Aus-
tralian World Cup official
David Manson, served as a
useful trial for the Army squad,
with Sgt Taff Curtis (1 PWQO),
the ARLA’s new head of
coaching, and team coach
Kevin Langer of the London
Broncos, taking the opportuni-
ty to see as many players in
action as possible.

They aim to put a solid
squad together by Christmas
and make use of four months
of competition before the
Inter-Services Challenge Cup
tournament in April.

Principal ARLA fixtures
include representative matches
against the North East at
Gateshead (Nov 29), Wales
Students at Cardiff (Dec 13),
Civil Service at Chatham (Feb
14), England Students at Catt-
erick (March 26), the Chal-
lenge Cup at Uxbridge (April
26) and the Grant Cup match
against British Forces Ger-
many at Rheindahlen in May.

An inter-corps programme
culminates in the Army Chal-
lenge Cup final at Tidworth on
April 17.

The Infantry take on the
Royal Signals at Aldershot (Jan
10) in the opener. REME meet
the sappers at Arborfield on the
24th and the Infantry at Alder-
shot on February 7; Loughbor-
ough hosts the R Sigs-RE match
(Feb 21) and the R Sigs-REME
clash (March 6); and the Royal
Engineers take on the Infantry
at Chatham on March 13.
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BOXING RUGBY WAVESKI

Boxing
coach
defends
Service
safety
record

SAFETY measures in Service
boxing exceed those in civvy
street, according to Army
coach RSM Tom O’Connor (1
Kings).

Commenting on the contro-
versy that has raged around the
professional sport following
the deaths of two British fight-
ers in recent months, O’Con-
nor said the Combined
Services Boxing Association
insisted on the highest stan-
dards of safety.

Amateur boxing is inherently
safer than the professional sport
because bouts = :
are restricted
to just three
rounds, each
of three-min-
utes duration
for more expe- =3
rienced ath- rpea ;
Jeien andd two RSM O’Connor
minutes for novice boxers,
writes John Elliott.

The shorter matches mean
amateurs do not face the
extreme exhaustion and dehy-
dration problems said by neu-
rologists to be a trigger when
life-threatening brain damage is
sustained in high-pressure pro-
fessional championships fought
over 12 rounds.

“We have a more profession-
al approach to amateur boxing
than civilian clubs,” said the
Army coach. “For a start, we
insist on a medical every
season instead of the civvy
norm of one every five years.

“Our boxers also have a pre-
bout medical, they wear head
protection in the ring, and
there is a doctor at the ringside.”

Service boxing has already
brought in the heavier, safer
100z gloves at all weights, pre-
empting the civilian authority
which will introduce the new
gloves on January 1.

Compulsory three-day rest
periods between contests and
46
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Sporting soldiers based in Germany will
have an easier passage, thanks to ship-
ping company P&O. Col lan Jones (right)
of the British Army (Germany) Sport Board
receives a cheque for £4,000 from Capt John Hare
on the cross-Channel ferry Pride of Dover.

Thanks to the sponsorship deal, any soldier (the
scheme does not include officers) may apply to the
Sport Board for financial help towards an adventur-
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Capt Vince Pagent REME
joined a centuries-old British
Army tradition of spreading
the gospel of sport to distant
lands when he flew to
Shenyang in Manchuria to
referee a rugby tournament.

Based at Chertsey, Surrey with
the Vehicles and Weapons Branch
REME, Pagent (pictured) was
asked by the Hong Kong Rugby
Football Union to help introduce
the sport to China. His three-week
trip to Manchuria was arranged by

REME referee takes
rugby to the Chinese

the Hong Kong-based Wharf
Holdings company.

Pagent turned to the whis-
tle when a knee injury forced
him to give up playing the
game. Since then he has ref-
ereed matches in Hong
Kong, Germany, Kuala Lumpur
and the United Kingdom.

But he had to wait until his trip to
China before he experienced the
delights of a welcoming banquet
which featured tortoise in green
jelly and roast seasoned donkey.

automatic 28-day suspensions
following injury or knock-outs
also help boxers to recover fully
from their efforts in the ring.

“Because we in the Services
have full-time trainers, we are
able to keep a much closer eye
on our lads than is usually pos-
sible in civvy street,” said
O’Connor. “I would notice if
one of my lads had a problem.

“Another advantage we have
is that I always feel safer with
Service referees in the ring.
They invariably have the
courage to stop a one-sided
contest when a civilian might
let it go on.”

A THE 1996 Inter-Services team
boxing championship has
been dropped to accommodate
a shorter domestic season in
the run-up to next summer’s
Olympic Games in Atlanta City.

[ Team honours will go to
whichever Service wins most
titles at the CSBA individual
championships in Portsmouth,
on March 5-6.

[ The national ABA champi-
onship finals — the winners of
which have a strong claim to
Olympic selection — will be held
in Birmingham on April 6, a
month earlier than usual.

® More details in next issue.

Sporting chance

ous training project or sporting challenge. In addi-
tion, a 50 per cent concession is available to Army
personnel for travel on P&0O routes to sporting
events, and can be obtained through the Sport
Board at Rheindahlen on JHQ Military 2602.

Sapper
surfers
on world
stage

FOUR Royal Engineers based
at Long Marston competed in
the world waveski — gymnastics
on a surfboard - champi-
onships at Lacanau in France.

British squad members WO2
Mick Richardson, L.Cpl Rob
Stevenson, Spr Pete O’Kane
and Spr Colin Richardson
made it into the second round
of competition, with Richard-
son and Stevenson progressing
through to the third round.

Anyone wishing to learn
about the sport should contact
WO2 Richardson on Long
Marston Mil 5381 or write to
him at Engineer Supply Oper-
ations Centre, HQ Central
Engineer Park, Long Marston,
Stratford upon Avon, War-
wickshire CV37 8QR.

Durban, South Africa, is to
host the 1996 world champi-
onships.
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LCp! Ronnie Briggs and LCpl '
' Ski Mordawksi of C Squadron,
The Queen’s Royal Lancers
q::heck a route map before
A\ taking a Scimitar recce

gvehicle on patrol. The Spotty " _

Dog checkpoint near Maglaj in
#<Bosnia provided C
Squadron with a base for its

J headquarters, the pock-

§ ' marked facade providing a
i ldaily reminder of just how
! \ fierce the fighting was in the

{ ‘ area during the early stages of

the civil war. Story and more

! pictures in Pages 14-15.
4 Picture: Mike Weston
b f . G- e





