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BT Defence

Communicating expertise

veryday, somewhere in the world incidents occur that
require fast and expert attention. When people are able to
communicate, quick and sensible solutions can often be found.

That's why Defence Forces within the UK and NATO, as well as
other high security organisations, rely on the expertise of BT Defence.

As part of BT Defence, the INCA team won, and is busy
implementing the Defence Fixed Telecommunications Service —
the largest MOD telecommunications PFl contract.

Qur experience in handling complex PFl projects provides cost
efficient solutions and guaranteed service levels with minimum
operational and financial risk to our customers.

Working in partnership with the MOD’s Defence Communication
Services Agency we are already dramatically improving the day-
to-day operations of UK defence forces around the world.

Our role and experience as a lead player in Skynet 5, will take
our customers to exciting new frontiers. Today, whatever your
information or communication challenge, turn first to the
experts — BT Defence.

Call BT Defence Freefone 0800 400 471 for more information.
You can also visit our web site at http://www.btdefence.com

BT Defence...communication where it really counts
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® A Traser glow-
in-the-dark

watch worth
£129 - Page 28

® Win a copy of
the hilarious
Spit and Polish
and Other Sto-
ries by Sustainer

“No, that’s my new nicotine patch”

- Page 66

® £100 HOAY
competition -
Page 53

Home truths - Page 43
“Is it too much for soldiers and their
families to expect a good ¥
consistent standard of |8
housing. . . rather than
making the best of what-
ever shambles they are
presented with?”

— Introducing a new families
column by Sue Bonney
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36 Cover story
Barrow boys: Spr Andy O'Donnell,
serving with 1 Troop, 34 Field
Squadron (Air Support), gives young
James Mdowa a lift while working on
a school project in Kenya. The Royal
Engineers were in the area to revi-
talise the infrastructure of a run-down

game reserve. Picture: Kevin Capon
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SOLDIER
to soldier

In pursuit
of effective
operations

TWO starkly different issues
dominating the headlines in
recent weeks were linked by a
common thread — operational
effectiveness. '

First on to the nation’s
front pages was criticism by
two senior officers involved in
the advance into Kosovo last
June of perceived weaknesses
in the chain of command and
inadequate equipment.

The seriously-out-of-date
Clansman radio showed its
age, with one in three sets
said to be on the blink. Not
for the first time, reliability of
the SA8O rifle and light sup-
port weapon was called into
question. Insufficient satel-
lite-linked GPS sets were
available and a lack of camp
cots and shower units did
nothing to improve domestic
tranquillity among troops.

The leaked documents
were part of the assessment
process which follows every
major operation. SA80 was
given a dreadful hammering
after the Gulf War, not least
from the House of Commons
Defence Committee, which
has been told modifications
are on the way (see Page 31).

BAN LIFTED

The other BIG story was
the Government’s widely-
anticipated decision to lift its
ban on homosexuals joining
the Armed Forces.

With immediate effect,
sexual orientation is a private
matter and on Page 7 we
report on the code of social
conduct signed up to by the
Chiefs of Staff. i

Described unofficially as.a
policy of “don’t fear it, don’t
flaunt it”, the code lays down
broad-brush rules about
behaviour that will not be tol-
erated. It applies equally to
hetero- and homosexuals.

Underpinning the code is
the collective determination
of the Chiefs of Staff to pro-
tect operational effectiveness,
against which all anti-social
behaviour will be measured.

o




Special report

Peace divide

Once bitter enemies in South Africa are uniting to

form a new army of equality. It is happening
thanks partly to a team of British military advisers

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston

IMAGINE Irish terrorists being integrat-
ed into the British Army. You cannot. It is
impossible and absurd. Now picture the
terrorist leaders assuming command of
the new-style army. That is even more
inconceivable; so outrageous that the
mere suggestion probably has your blood
pressure rising.

This is, however, the
remarkable analogy that
members of the 16-
strong British Military
Advisory and Training
Team South Africa
(BMATT SA) use to
illustrate the task that
they are helping the
South African armed
forces to achieve. Not

African way must be
respected: Brig John
Keeling leads the 16-
strong BMATT team

only are they thinking
the unthinkable, but
they are doing it.

Only a few years ago
about 70,000 white-dominated regular
forces were locked in a bitter struggle with
an estimated 20,000 black guerrillas in
two unconventional armies. Now, with
apartheid a distasteful memory, many of
those black fighters (“non-statutory
forces”, as BMATT staff diplomatically
describe them) are being trained as con-
ventional soldiers and integrated into the
regular forces. They are standing along-
side and even above whites at every com-
mand level.

DARED HOPE

Few dared to hope that the process
would work, at least not without major
strife. But several years on even the cynics
(and there are plenty) have to admit that
progress is being made.

It helps that those who were unable to
accept the sea-change in South African
politics have voluntarily returned to civil-
ian life. But most of the old enemies are
overcoming their differences with prag-
matism and the support of BMATT adju-
dicators, go-betweens and referees.

British involvement began soon after
the country’s first multi-racial elections in
1994. Britain alone was asked to provide

an advisory team; a fact which BMATT’s
commander, Brig John Keeling, considers
significant. “We were perceived as having
a good reputation in Africa,” he said,
adding that this perception is still intact
and important.

Priority for the team (then almost twice
its current strength) was to supervise the
mustering of the two irregular armies and
the verification of their claimed member-
ship. During the guerrilla struggle, few
personnel records had been kept, and it
was important to identify those who were
eligible for demobilization payments or
places in the new army, navy and air force.

That work has now been done and 16
British Service men and women, 13 of
whom are Army ranks, are now supervis-
ing the re-training packages needed for
provisional roles allocated to one-time
guerilla fighters to become substantive.

Suspicion and prejudice fostered over
several decades can still surface and it is
up to the BMATT team to ensure that fair
play is maintained.

British officers sit in on meetings,

Market forces: Lone rangers Maj James
Coward and Maj Moira Horsfall shop for
African crafts near their Pretoria base

courses and interviews at all levels. They
monitor, advise and even veto decisions if
necessary. They do not hesitate to use
their powers.

According to Brig Keeling, who com-
mands BMATT from his offices in the
South African National Defence Forces
(SANDF) HQ in Pretoria, it is work
which demands a high level of diplomacy,
total neutrality and sometimes a robust
attitude.

NO CLOSED DOORS

Maj Moira Horsfall, a nurse who works
exclusively with the SANDF medical ser-
vices, stresses that no doors are closed to
the team. “We can walk into any class-
room or office we want. The fact that we
are BMATT is good enough.”

The key is trust. “We are,” said Brig
Keeling, “the fair-play agency, the honest
brokers.”

It would, however, be a mistake to
believe that the Brits understand every
facet of this complex society. Operatives,
which the brigadier calls “lone rangers”,
visit military bases across this vast coun-
try (it is larger than France, Germany,
Holland and Belgium combined) and are
often surprised by the situations they
face.

GOATSKIN BANGLE

A story is told of a soldier from one of

the country’s many ethnic groups who
had been ordered to remove his goatskin
bangle by a senior officer from another
group. The junior man said that the orna-
ment held special powers and he would
die without it. But the order was main-
tained, and, bangle-less, the soldier
became dangerously ill.

A BMATT officer intervened and sug-
gested that the bangle could be worn
under the soldier’s warch strap. He was
soon back on his feet.

Maj Giles Timms, a lone ranger whose
beat is around Johannesburg and Preto-
ria, knows his limitations. “I don’t have
the tonic for all problems, but I can
ensure that problems are addressed cor-
rectly.”

Intriguingly, Brig Keeling believes that
South Africa’s passion for sport helps his
team. “We are, essentially, referees,” he
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tact and diplomacy"”.

Special accolade
for BMATT soldiers

FIVE years of delicate work brought BMATT(SA) a Wilkinson Sword of
Peace Special Award in 1999. In the citation, the many soldiers, sailors
and airmen who have served in the team were commended for “great

The citation continued: “The widespread and ready acceptance
of BMATT rulings by all sides is testimony to the reputation and
esteem in which BMATT is held.
“They have contributed disproportionate assistance to
the peaceful transition of the South African Armed Forces.”
Their contribution has also been recognised with
gratitude by the South African Government. All who
serve with BMATT are awarded a medal commemo-
rating the unification of the country’'s armed
forces, which they are authorised to wear along
with British and United Nations decorations.

South Africa’s common language: sport.
The reorganization of South Africa’s
forces remains a huge challenge. It is
behind schedule and being conducted
against a backdrop of huge budget cuts.
There may yet be serious dissatisfaction
when an inevitable process of redun-
dancy begins. Residual bitterness can
re-surface suddenly. Last year a former
guerrilla bearing a grudge shot and
killed several white soldiers before he
himself was killed.
But with the British monitors

watching, listening and talking, the
process is moving more smoothly
than many had dared hope. Perhaps
this is because most South Africans

At the sharp end: Maj Giles Trmms with the Wilkinson Sword of Peace Spemal Award

explains, “and all South Africans under-
stand that concept. They know that you
may not always like the ref’s decision, but
as long he is seen to be just as tough on
the other side, you accept his judgement.
The people here treat us in the same way.”

Barriers can drop as if by magic if there
is a common interest in rugby, football or
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cricket. The new Chief of the Defence
Force is a keen Manchester United fan,
while the Deputy Minister of Defence
supports Arsenal equally passionately.
During their monthly meetings with
Brig Keeling — who happens to be an
avid Newcastle follower — the three men
can slip into what the brigadier calls

4—#

know that the changes they have
achieved over the past few years are too
valuable to risk losing.

THE MIRACLE

Brig Keeling describes these changes
as “the miracle of South Africa”. With
evident sincerity, he says: “I don’t know
of anywhere else in the world where
people have come together from such
disparate starting points and managed
to work together.”

He echoes Maj Timms’s point about
BMATT being unable to provide a
cure-all and cautions against the arro-
gance of assuming that the British way is
always the best. What he calls “the
African way of doing things” must be
respected. After all, Africans have to live

with the outcome of their decisions.

The brigadier finds inspiration in the
words of T E Lawrence (of Arabia), a
British officer who also worked with
sometimes feuding tribes. He quotes
easily from Lawrence’s The Seven Pillars of
Wisdom: “Better let them do it imperfect-
ly than to do it perfectly yourself, for it is
their country, their way and your time is
short.”
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Homosexual ruling

KEY TO CODE OF CONDUCT IS OPER

Don’t fear it,
on't flaunt it

FOLLOWING the lifting of the ban on
homosexuals serving in the Armed
Forces, new guidelines have been issued
in the form of a Code of Social Conduct

that applies to all serving personnel,
regardless of gender, sexual orientation,

| rank or status.

Acknowledging that the process will
“represent a challenge to us all”, the
Chief of the Defence Staff and the three
Chiefs of Staff have jointly told com-
manding officers that the key require-
ment is to maintain operational
effectiveness with the minimum of dis-
ruption to unit life.

With immediate effect, the Chiefs say,
sexual orientation is considered to be a
private and personal matter and knowl-
edge of an individual’s sexual orientation
is not a basis for discrimination.

AUSTRALIAN EXAMPLE

The code bans public displays of affec-
tion between colleagues — homosexual or
heterosexual — in what has been called a
“don’t fear it, don’t flaunt it” policy
drawing on the expe-
rience of other coun-
tries, Australia in
particular.

Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, Chief of the
General Staff, said: “The key to imple-
mentation is a sensible application of the
revised code of conduct, which is intend-
ed to cover behaviour generally. The
code is designed to sustain operational
effectiveness and I am committed to its
successful implementation.”

The Services will look sympathetically
at applications from former members
discharged for being gay or lesbian.

In a statement to the House of Com-
mons, Defence Secretary Geoffrey Hoon
said a European Court of Human Rights
judgment in September had made it
clear that existing restrictions were “not
legally sustainable”. Mr Hoon told MPs
he realised the revised policy could cause

A lance corporal writes: 1 WILL
NEVER REVEAL | AM A GAY SOLDIER

- see Mailbag, Pages 68-69

concern in some parts of the three
Armed Forces. “There will be those who
would have preferred to continue to
exclude homosexuals but the law is the
law. We cannot pick and choose the deci-
sions we implement. The status quo is
simply not an option.”
TRUST, LOYALTY

Touching on the “unique role” of Ser-
vice personnel, who “cannot choose the
people they work and live with, often in
difficult, cramped conditions and for
sustained periods”, the Secretary of
State acknowledged that operational
effectiveness depended on team cohe-
sion and the maintenance of trust and
loyalty.

“As a result, standards of behaviour
are imposed on members of the Armed
Forces that can be more demanding than
those required by society at large. That is
why we need a code of conduct,” he said.

The MoD has been advised that indi-
viduals have no legal right to refuse to
share accommodation and facilities with
a homosexual, and
that courts would view
a refusal to do so as an
act based on prejudice.
It has been told that neither the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights nor
the UK’s own Human Rights Act pro-
vide legal support for such a refusal.

DUTY TO OBEY

All personnel, COs have been remind-
ed, have an obligation to obey lawful
orders regarding the allocation of accom-
modation and facilities, which are made
without regard to sexual orientation.

In common with unmarried hetero-
sexual couples, gay partners will not be
allowed to live together in Service mar-
ried quarters.

Commanding officers have been given
guidance on a wide range of issues antic-
ipated by the introduction of the code of
social conduct, including advice to mess

The code

EXAMPLES of behaviour which can
undermine trust and cohesion, and
| therefore damage the morale or
discipline of a unit and its operational
 effectiveness, are defined as: I
@ unwelcome sexual attention in the |
‘ form of physical or verbal conduct;
over-familiarity with the spouses or
partners of other Service personnel;
@ offensive displays of affection;
@ behaviour which damages or
hazards the marriage or personal
relationships of Service personnel or
civilian colleagues within the wider
defence community;

@ taking sexual advantage of
subordinates.

It is important, says guidance on the
code, to acknowledge in the tightly-knit
military community a need for mutual
respect and a requirement to avoid

! conduct which offends others.

| SERVICE TEST

Any case of alleged social

| misconduct — heterosexual or
homosexual - has to be measured
against the Service test: Have the

| actions or behaviour of an individual

' adversely impacted or are likely to
impact on the efficiency or operational
effectiveness of the Service?

Commanding officers will be
expected to apply the Service test
through the exercise of good |
judgement, discretion and common w
sense.

The seriousness with which
misconduct will be regarded will
depend on the individual
circumstances and the potential for
adversely affecting operation
effectiveness. Misconduct involving
abuse of position, trust or rank, or
taking advantage of an individual’s

| separation, will be viewed as being
particularly serious.

The revised policy on personal
relationships involving Service

' personnel applies equally to members
 of the Regular and Reserve Forces. |

presidents should gay members wish to
take their partners to semi-official func-
tions such as guest nights. Function
organisers will also be asked to consider
the circumstances should same-sex part-
ners wish to dance together.

@ Sgt Stefan Robert of 11 EOD Regiment
was killed when his parachute failed to open
during a jump at Weston-on-the-Green,
Oxfordshire. Married with a young daughter,
Sgt Robert (30) was based at Didcot.

® Lt Gen Christopher Drewry succeeded Lt

| Gen Sir Mike Jackson as commander of the

., S
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Allied Command Europe Rapid Reaction
Corps (ARRC) during a military ceremony at
the corps headquarters in Monchengladbach,
Germany, on January 31.

@ British Forces Radio went back on the

The New Year Honours are on Page 41

o
OTHER NEWS IN BRIEF

air at Catterick last month on 1287 AM in a
trial which will continue until the end of the
year. Meanwhile, a further 28-day trial is being
run in Colchester on 107 FM.

® Academic results achieved by Service
schools throughout the world in 1999 were in
general well above the UK national average.

~




People, places, events

Your chance

to star with
Tom Hanks

STEPHEN Spielberg is looking for men
aged 18 to 35 with military experience to act
as extras in a ten-part TV mini-series, Band
of Brothers, to be filmed in the Greater
London area between April and December.

An open casting day is being held in
London over the weekend February 19-20,
and anyone interested should contact the
Casting Collective Ltd on 020 8962 0099 as
soon as possible. Good rates of pay are
promised but candidates must have a
clean police record.

Band of Brothers, which will star Tom
Hanks, is based on Stephen Ambrose's
non-fiction best-seller about a Second
World War US Army unit.

First winterised
quarters handed
over in Kosovo

THE first three of 13 British military camps
in Kosovo to be equipped with Corrimex-
type accommodation were due to be handed
over to soldiers as this edition went to press.

It follows months of hardship for many
troops deployed in the area who have had to
endure conditions ranging from extreme
cold to deep mud while living in tented
camps.

Hunting Engineering, which won the con-
tract to provide cold-weather quarters, was
unable to complete the task before the onset
of winter. The hard standings for the accom-
modation were constructed in the autumn
by Royal Engineers.

@ Sapper quarrymen — Page 15
® Our freezing tents — Page 69

Royal Scots chill
out in the Rockies

SOLDIERS from the lst Battalion, The
Royal Scots have begun a six-week training
package in Alberta which will test their
winter warfare skills in temperatures as low
as minus 32C.

Experts from the Canadian Forces have
been drafted in on Exercise Showshoe, in
the shadow of the Canadian Rockies, to
teach 110 soldiers from Colchester the spe-
cialist art of surviving and fighting in
extreme cold.

Company commander Maj George
Lowder said: “This type of training is com-
pletely new to us. We are the first British
troops to try this exercise, so it’s a steep
learning curve.”

Best foot forward: Soldiers from the Cyprus-based 1st Battalion, The King’s Own Scot-
tish Borderers parade in front of the Chief of Staff, British Forces in Cyprus, Air Com-
modore Paul Robertson, at the end of an intensive seven-week course for potential
junior non-commissioned officers. The Chief of Staff told the 25 soldiers on the course
it was one of the best turnouts and drill displays he had ever seen

Bosnia force down to

2,000 by e

A FURTHER 1,300 British troops are
to be withdrawn from Bosnia by the end
of this year, reducing to 2,000 the
number left in theatre.

Announcing the reduction during a
visit to units deployed in the Balkans,
Defence Secretary Geoffrey Hoon said
it would be in addition to the early with-
drawal of one of the UK’s two battle
groups, comprising 900 troops.

The measures follow Nato’s decision
to reduce the size of its stabilisation
force (SFOR) to about 20,000.

“I am delighted that we will be able to
make these reductions,” said Mr Hoon.
“I am proud of the deployments under-
taken by our Armed Forces but I am
well aware of the demands being placed
on them and am keen that we take every
opportunity to bring them home when
it is sensible to do s0.”

® Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Irish Regiment, received their
Kosovo medals at a parade at Howe
Barracks, Canterbury, on January 25.

nd of year

2

Soldiers worldwide
mark birth of Christ

DRILLSgt WO2 Paul Cunliffe, WG, left,
and Cpl Dean Goodall, RHG/D, who
both read lessons in Guildford Cathe-
dral, were among thousands of Regu-
lar and Territorial
soldiers, cadets
and veterans in
the UK, Germany,
Cyprus and the
Falkland Islands
who took part in
simultaneous
cathedral services
to mark the 2000th
anniversary of the
birth of Christ.
Chaplains of the
RAChHD led the
worldwide cele-
bration, which
Lincluded West-

minster Cathedral.

Picture: Cpl Steph McGuiness

IN BRIEF

® RFA Fort Grange, the 23,000-tonne
stores ship which has played a crucial role
in supporting British troops deployed in the
Balkans, returned to the UK last month from
the Croatian port of Split, her base since
April 1997. Her departure on January 6
brought to an end a seven-year period of
\FIFA ships supporting UK forces ashore.

® Maj Andrew Reid of
the Adjutant General's
Corps, right, picked up two
top diving awards in
London. Currently OC of the
Army Education Centre at
Lisburn, Northern Ireland,
he received the British Sub
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CASH BOOST WILL COMPENSATE FOR SEPARATION TURBULENCE

£1,000 bonus

to make up

for away-days

PRE-tax bonuses of £1,000 for soldiers
who have hadto cope with sustained
operational tours away from their fami-
lies are among a package of allowance
improvements announced by Defence
Secretary Geoffrey Hoon.

The new Longer Service Allowance
(Accumulated Turbulence) (I.SSA(AT))
will compensate married and single
Service men and women who experi-
ence the most separation. It is a taxable
lump sum of £ 1,000, payable to anyone
who has received LSSA for 280 days or
more in a two-year period.

Individuals who
365 days or more
within the same two
vears will be eligible
for a second taxable
bonus of a further £1,000
known as LSSA(AT+).

Both will be payable to qualified per-
sonnel as from December 1, 1999, with
a baseline of December 1, 1997.

Bonuses will be paid on an individual
rolling two-year basis so, if a soldier
received his first day of LSSA payment
on, for example, January 15, 1998, his

LSSA for

receive

to be

® More reasons to be

cheerful - Pages 20-21

Picture: Graeme Main

first two-year period would not have
ended until January 14 this vear.

Because systems and procedures
need to be put in place, the first bonus
payments are unlikely before March or
April. Details of claims procedures will
be made available from regimental
admin officers as soon as possible.

As a further concession, the initial
qualifying period for L.SSA is to be
reduced from three years’ service to 18
months, effective from April 1. Anvone
who has completed 18 months’ service
on or after that date will be eligible for
the allowance, but there will not be any
retrospective pay-
ments.

The accumu-
lative effect on
personnel of frequent short absences
from barracks has also been recognised.
Until now, posts involving regular trips
of fewer than ten days did not qualify
for LSSA, but this is to change. Under a
measure which addresses what was seen
as a gaping omission in the separation
allowance coverage, personnel in desig-
nated posts — to be called on-the-road
(OTR) posts — will be eligible for the
LSSA.

OTR posts will be those with an
established and continuing requirement
for frequent and repeated absences in
consecutive periods of at least four days
and totalling at least 55 days during
each successive period of six months.

Because it will take time to identify
OTR posts, the start date for LSSA pay-
ment has vet to be announced.

The enhancements are a significant
addition to the Army’s welfare package
and recognise the heightened stress of
operational commitments shouldered
by Service personnel during the past
two years.

Agua Club First Class Diver Award, the
highest in diving, and the Diving Expedition
of the Year Award for a four-week trip he
organised to Bikini Atoll last year.

@ The MoD has agreed a ten-year, £100
million-a-year, partnering arrangement with
Royal Ordnance for the supply of a wide

range of small-to-large calibre ammunition.

@ Soldiers from Keighley, Yorkshire, who
fell in wars over the past 100 years have
been commemorated with a special stone
millennium plaque unveiled on the town's
war memorial last month. The plaque came
from an old drill hall in Barnoldswick. J
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Balkans search

Missing: SFOR divers based at Mrkonjic Grad,
Bosnia prepare to search for a body in a freezing
river on Route Gull between Banja Luka and
Mrkonjic Grad. The team was called in several
days after a local policeman went missing when a
car crashed into the Vrbas river. The British team —
Maj Paddy Fuller, Capt Chris Holt, Cpl Rab
Craven, Cpl John Mason and LCpl Chris Green
— spent eight hours diving in extreme conditions
but were unable to locate the missing man's body.

Moose's the man
"w -

”

A very good Samaritan: Big-hearted Sgt Paul
Collinson decided to make a difference when
pictures of Kosovo refugees began to fill our TV
screens last spring. "“Moose”, as he is known at
HQ Royal Engineers, 1 (UK) Armoured Division in
Herford, Germany, collected 170 bags of tinned
food, toys and other goodies which he delivered
to the German Red Cross for distribution in
Kosovo. Since then the donations have continued
to roll in and Moose, with help from a group of
Bundeswehr soldiers based in Essen, has been
involved in sending nine tonnes of aid to the
Balkans as well as many boxes of food and cloth-
ing to Turkey’s earthquake victims. They also col-
lected parcels for former Soviet Union countries.
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A SHORT-range non-secure tactical
radio for use at section level is planned to
be delivered from the end of 2001, ahead
of the main Bowman system.

The early arrival of the Personal Role
Radio, seen as a key improvement to
front line communications, follows a
review of the Bowman project.

Eventually Bowman, which is running

L

Short-range radio ready by end of 2001

years behind schedule, will provide the
Armed Forces with a new tactical combat
radio communications systems to replace
the aged Clansman system, which has
been ‘in service since the mid-1070s.
Since last June, the Defence Procure-
ment Agency has been working with
Archer Communications Systems Ltd
(ACSL), the MoD’s preferred supplier

for Bowman, to produce an acceptable
solution which will provide an effective
war-fighting capability. ACSL’s original
proposal was judged to be too expensive
and carried too much risk.

The MoD now expects to place an
implementation contract in late 2000,
leading to a revised in-service date in late
2003 or early 2004.

Dartmoor
group In
imelight

ARMY conservationists based at Oke-
hampton Camp, Dartmoor, have landed
a top prize in a prestigious national park
competition. It recognises their work in
the identification of wildlife and histori-
cal interest.

Second place in the Edward More-
shead Award, made biennially for signif-
icant conservation contributions to
Dartmoor National Park, was won by
the Willsworthy Conservation Group,
re-formed in 1987 and now under the
chairmanship of Maj Denis Mills, range
commandant at Okehampton Camp.

Composed of 13 soldiers, MoD civil-
ians and representatives from English
Nature the group covers all the speciali-
sations needed to conserve and manage
the 1,395 hectares of land on the west-
ern slope of Dartmoor.

“The land ranges from grasslands to
blanket bog on the plateau top,” explained
Maj Mills. “And there is a richness of
archaeological features which illustrate
that man has occupied Dartmoor since
8,000 BC.

“It is very pleasing to know that the
work of the conservation group does not
go unnoticed.”

The prize of £150 will be put towards
future conservation projects.

Lancers’ Millennium Challenger: The arrival of five
new Challenger 2 tanks at the Osnabriick barracks
of The Queen’s Royal Lancers heralds a new era for
the regiment. The first instalment of the QRL's new
main battle tanks are being kept under the watchful
eye of Lt Marcus Mudd and his troop of selected
soldiers and instructors, all of them fully trained on
the tank. The regiment is currently working flat-out

to convert to Challenger 2.

- Sappers put
new Antrim
line on track

ROYAL Engineers based at
Antrim in Northern Ireland have
helped to put a favourite tourist
attraction back on track.

The sappers were called in to
remove a steel bridge on the
Giant’s Causeway to Bushmills
line to make way for a new narrow
gauge railway track.

They cut the 120ft-long bridge
into manageable sections so that a
heavy-lift Chinook from RAF
Aldergrove could remove it from
the site.

The three-span Victoria Jubilee
Bridge at Bushfoot, Co Antrim is
on the route of the old Giant’s
Causeway and Bushmills Railway.
Originally constructed in 1887, it
was replaced as a footbridge by the
Army in the 1970s.

The new railway, due to be com-
pleted in the summer, will carry
passengers along a two-mile
stretch of Co Antrim’s famous
North Coast.

City ‘frees’ Army maritime specialists

THE ARMY’S seagoing specialists from
Marchwood were given the freedom of
Southampton during a parade on January
26. Officers and soldiers of 17 Port and Mar-
itime Regiment RLC were joined in a parade
through the streets by the ship’s company

of HMS Southampton, the Royal Navy war-
ship which received the honour on the
same day. The Band of HM Royal Marines
led the marchers through the city to the
Civic Centre, where they received caskets
containing the freedom scrolls.

® Three polar sundials commissioned
from the Royal Engineers to mark the
millennium have been unveiled at sites on St
Paul's Walk, Blackfriars, on the north bank of
the Thames; within the Millennium Village,
Greenwich, on the south Thames river walk;
and at the RE Museum, Chatham. The dials
were made under the direction of Lt Col lan
Ogden, chief instructor at the Civil Engineering
Wing, Royal School of Military Engineering, by
\s_appers from throughout the corps.
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® Soldiers from 28/143 Battery, 19
Regiment RA based at Colchester have
deployed on a six-month tour to Sanskimost,
Bosnia, and Banja Luka, with the Nato
Stabilisation Force (SFOR).

® Three hundred soldiers of 7 Signal
Regiment paraded at Bradbury Barracks,
Krefeld to recieve medals for service in the
Balkans. They were inspected by Maj Gen
Ashley Truluck, Executive COS SHAPE. And

=

110 soldiers serving with Colchester-based
13 Air Assault Support Regiment RLC have
also been presented with Kosovo medals.

@ Pte Danny Bray (17), of 2 Transport
Squadron, 1 GS Regt RLC (1 (UK) Log
Regt), won a Driver of the Month accolade for
operating four-tonne trucks from Macedonia.
His skills stood him in good stead during a
difficult 17-hour trip to Albania when refugees
tried to steal rations from the vehicle.
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People, places, events

Gutersloh's Gazelles
make way for Apache

GUTERSLOH said farewell to its Gazelle
helicopters with a five-aircraft formation
flight led by Lt Col Paul Edwards, com-
manding officer of 1 Regiment, Army Air
Corps.

The general-purpose helicopters, first
introduced into service with the British
Army in Germany in 1976, will be
replaced by Lynx aircraft, which are
making way for the state-of-the-art
Apache. Eightv Gazelles will continue to
operate  world-

wide, but no
longer in front-
line roles.

Gutersloh-
based 1 Regi-
ment is already
well focused on
becoming an all-
Lynx unit.

For the past
five months air-
crew not already
qualified to fly
Lynx have been
learning to do so.

The regiment,
which currently
has 118 aircrew,
will reduce to 63
Lynx pilots.

After taking
the Gazelle for a
final spin before members of 7 AAC (V)
flew them to Netheravon, Lt Col Edwards
said: “I have 1,800 hours of fond memo-
ries of Gazelles. It’s done a really good job

4 )

Fipal flight:
Gazelles of 1
Regt AAC
say farewell
to Gutersloh

and is still able to provide a credible mili-
tary capability. The bigger picture is that
we are introducing the Apache and so the
Army has to reorganise itself.

“We are now looking to the future and
the important role we have to play as an
integral part of 1 Division’s fighting capa-
bility.”

& )

More Gulf iliness
papers published

THREE new studies on Gulf War illnesses
have been published by the MoD depart-
ment charged with investigating poor health
among veterans of the conflict.

A report on the implementation of the
immunisation programme against biologi-
cal warfare agents goes into detail about its
provision and administration.

A second of three reviews looking at
reports of specific chemical alarms during
the conflict pulls together evidence relating
to an incident at Al Jubayl on January 19,
1991. The third paper is the MoD's
response to an independent audit of the
medical assessment programme based at
St Thomas’s Hospital in London and open
to all Gulf veterans.

MoD says studies on the health of sheep-
dippers and organophosphates (OPs) pro-
vide no evidence which would cause the
department to reassess it view of the possi-
ble role of OPs in relation to Gulf veterans’
illnesses.

All three Gulf Veterans' lliness Unit
papers are available on the Internet at
wa.mod.uklpolicylgulfwarﬁndex.htm

Homes saving scheme to be terminated

NO new savers will be accepted into the
Service Homes Savings Scheme (SHSS)
from April 1. Existing members may con-
tinue to save, but savings made after
March 31 will not attract the Home Sav-
ings Allowance (HSA) top-up to which
Service personnel were entitled.
Introduced in December 1992 to
encourage Service families to save towards
home-ownership, SHSS offered HSA as
an equivalent to MIRAS tax relief, to

which Service personnel would have been
entitled had they already bought a house.

With the demise of MIRAS on April 1
the basis for the HSA payment will be
removed because financial institutions in
the scheme are unwilling to give preferen-
tial interest rates to new savers.

Existing members will have until March
31, 2005 to qualify for and claim the HSA
they accrued up to March 31, 2000. DCI
J831 1998 contains details of how to claim.

Guy's goal

Picture: Steve Dock

Rising to the occasion: Pompey (and former
Army) football stars Guy Whittingham, left,
and Lee Bradbury push 16-year-old David
Brown towards a military career. The two
professional sportsmen teamed up with staff
at Portsmouth’s Army Careers and Informa-
tion Office to encourage youngsters to sign
on the dotted line. The latest recruiting drive
is aimed at the lower end of the Army's 16 to
28 target audience and gives those who join
up a chance to win a holiday in Kenya.

Coll Sgt Minor

College Sgt Maj Andrew
Needham, above, led 200
of his colleagues on the
graduation parade at the
Army Foundation College,
Harrogate. The 17-year-
old gave the words of
command and escorted
the Lord Lieutenant of

North  Yorkshire, the
inspecting  officer, on
parade. More than 500
youngsters joined the

college last month to form
a new company, Alamein.
The previous intake went
into Burma Company, and
another two companies
are planned this year as
the foundation college expands to 1,344.

® A £2 million production facility for the
Army’s WAH-64 Apache has opened at GKN
Westland Helicopters in Yeovil, Somerset.

@ Nine British military teams took part in
the Berne March in Switzerland, held annual-
ly in recognition of the troops who crossed the
hills during the Second World War with food
\_and water for people cut off by road.
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@® Soldiers in Yorkshire and Humberside
will be able to study for promotion at the new
2 Army Education Centre in York. Re-locat-
ed from Ripon, it was formally opened by Brig
Alan Deed, Commander 15 (NE) Brigade.

® A memorial stone was dedicated last
month to Pte Bernard McQuirt VC in Don-
aghcloney, Northern Ireland. He won his

=

medal during the Indian Mutiny of 1858 while
serving with the 95th Foot (Nottinghamshire
and Derbyshire Regiment). The ceremony
was attended by representatives from the
Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Regiment, currently based in Omagh. Pte
McQuirt died a pauper 30 years after the
mutiny and was buried in a common grave in
Belfast's city cemetery.
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Feature

Hard-core
sappers
were open
all hours
to start
Kosovo
quarters
off on
right

footing (44

Report and pictures:
Maj Gen (Retd) Edward Fursdon

SOLDIERS from 38 Engineer Regiment
Group in Kosovo found themselves run-
ning the huge Caravica quarry, 20km
west of Pristina, in the Army’s first quar-
rying operation since the construction of
‘ the new Falkland Islands airfield ar
Mount Pleasant in the early 1980s.

Their top priority was the provision of
temporary field accommodation (TFA)
for KFOR’s British troops before the
onset of the bitter Balkans winter.

The regiment was tasked with complet-
ing on deadline the necessary “enabling
works” of hardstanding

Triple assault: Three-b

e

tion . . . centred on Caravica quarry.
Operating three “benches” in the quarry,
32 HQ Squadron’s Lt Darren Hoban and
Military Plant Foreman SSgt Carl Clay
ran two teams, each working nine-hour
shifts, seven days a week, to produce
2,000 tonnes of crushed stone a day.

With insufficient qualified plant opera-
tors to man the teams, sapper tradesmen
volunteers were trained on the spot while
Royal Pioneer Corps solders were shown
how to operate the stone crushers, which
they did most successfully.

The blasting-shot holes were drilled by
TA soldier and ex-infantryman LCpl
Nigel Caton-Sharp, a supermarket man-

W
.

ench working in extremely hot and dusty conditions

and water supply at sites
in the Multinational
Brigade (Centre) area
of responsibility.
Civilian contractors
were poised to move in
to complete the “verti-
cal” work, the erection
of living and office
accommodation, work-
shops and hospital,
ablutions, cookhouses
and other essentials,

Key to the TFA pro-
ject-lay in stone produc-
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Flat-out: A squadron grader spreads crushed stone at the tem-
porary field accommodation site on the outskirts of Pristina

;
4;2 . 8

at Caravica quarry in Kosovo

ager from Torquay. SSgt Clay, the only
British Serviceman in theatre licensed to
fire quarry explosives, primed and fired
all the shot holes, a task no local civilian
quarryman would be allowed
to do in the current opera-
tional situation in Kosovo,

Teams worked flat-out in
shifts — 0600 to 1500 or 1500
to midnight — drilling, charg-
ing, blowing and loading the
stone crushers by heavy
crawler excavators. During
the day the work was carried
outin very hot and dusty con-
ditions. Crushed stone was
then loaded on to a constant
convoy of civilian 50-tonne
and RLC 8-tonne tippers for
delivery to the TFA sites,

Finally, RE Squadron bull-
dozers and graders spread it
on site to the required spec of
depth and finish.

An unusual task demand-
ing meticulous planning and
tight control, it was a test of
determination and dedication, flexibility
and adaptability, cheerfulness under pres-
sure for long hours in difficult and dirty
conditions, and teamwork . . . everything
that the British Army does best.




Feature

A new regiment based on former tank
soldiers is now ready to provide front-line
defence for Joint Rapid Reaction Force troops
facing nuclear, biological or chemical attack

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Steve Dock

“(GAS! Gas! Gas!” was a screamed warn-
ing that chilled the hearts of British sol-
diers in their trenches during the First
World War, when tens of thousands of
men were killed or incapacitated by mus-
tard gas and phosgene.

Yet despite almost universal interna-
tional repugnance for, and rejection of,
chemical warfare, it remains as much a
threat today as it was in 1915. Most
recently, it has been a brutal reality for
unknown numbers of Iranians and Kurds
who died horrible deaths from chemical
and biological attack at the hands of

Saddam Hussein.

~ |Inreserve
THE Royal Yeo-

| manry, the Territor-
| ial Army unit which
supported a Joint
NBC Regiment
squadron at Ali Al
Salem airbase last
year, gained valu-
able experience
during the Gulf
War. Two squad-
rons of Yeomanry
based in Swindon
and London are
ready to provide
additional NBC

So seriously is the
threat taken that it has led
to the formation of the
new Joint Nuclear, Bio-
logical and Chemical
Regiment. Indeed, the
danger is assessed as so
real that a squadron was
deployed six months
before the regiment
became operational on
December 31.

Commanding officer Lt
Col David Eccles said the
deployed squadron was
involved in the search for

: defence capability. and investigation of possi-
'f There are also ble biological agents at
5 plans to involve the | the Ali Al Salem airbase

RAF Auxiliary. in the Gulf. It included

®

soldiers from The Royal
Yeomanry, the Territorial Army’s NBC
specialists,

Based at RAF Honington, near Bury
St Edmunds in Suffolk, the new NBC
unit was formed by merging the 1st Royal
Tank Regiment and 27 Squadron, RAF
Regiment. The first truly dual-Service
front-line unit, its birth at the dawn of a
new millennium seems appropriate.

“We are part of the Joint Rapid Reac-
tion Force and provide detection, survey-
ing and decontamination services aimed
at improving nuclear, biological and
chemical defence,” said Lt Col Eccles.

The regiment has been assigned a

first—class array of equipment, and when
on operations its highly-trained personnel
will work in the sealed environment of
their specialised vehicles. The regiment
has close links with Porton Down, which
provides scientific support.

Its work is broken into three elements.
Nuclear and chemical survey is concen-
trated in the state-of-the-art Fuchs vehi-
cle; biological detection

rom tankies to

High-tech: Former tank soldier SSgt Steve
Barrett monitors external contamination in
his new role with the Joint NBC Regiment

takes place in the Proto-
type Biological Detection
System (PBDS) rtruck;
and decontamination is
carried out with a multi-
purpose system, popular-
ly known as the “car-
wash”, in which the oper-
ators wear protective suits
and breathing apparatus.

“The advanced tech-
nology and procedures
that we use in the PBDS
mean we lead the world in
biological agent detec-
tion,” said Lt Col Eccles.

The regiment was given
just a few months to get
itself up to scratch for
operations, so the learn-
ing curve has been steep.
While a number of the
regiment’s REME sol-
diers went to Germany to
learn to maintain the
German-built Fuchs veh-
icles, some 1 RTR sol-
diers were instructed in
PBDS technology.

“They’ve gone from
being tank soldiers and
changing tracks to micro-
biology lab technicians,”
said Lt Col Eccles.

One of those soldiers,
SSgt Steve Barrett, reck-
oned the transition took
some getting used to. “It was a totally
knew concept for us. We had to learn to
come at things from a completely differ-
ent angle. It’s not like driving a tank.”

He said the soldiers and airmen who
make up the regiment were trained to
work on different chemical and biological

Car-wash: The Fuchs element of the Joint NBC Regiment
consists of 11 German-built vehicles, proven in combat
during the Gulf War. First used by The Royal Yeomanry when
it was entrusted with the NBC role, the vehicles have been
passed to the new regiment.

The six-wheeled amphibians each have a crew of four and
a primary mission to provide early detection of nuclear and
chemical attack. A mid-life improvement is planned for 2003

agents. Scientific analysis, which takes
place in the vehicles, is computerised.
Scientists at Porton Down were
impressed with the quality and skills of
the soldiers who, after initial reservations
about losing their main battle tanks, went
about assimilating their new role in a pos-
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Box of tricks: With a six-
man crew, the Prototype
Biological Detection
System (PBDS), above,
is basically a four-ton
box body with a chem-
istry microbiology labo-
ratory on board. The
sophisticated set-up is
due for an enhancement
in two to three years’
time which will expand
its capability five times

In the lab: Cpl Alan
McFarlane, below, test-
ing for suspected conta-
mination

3

itive frame of mind. The regimental
strength is currently nearly 300 and the
Army element outnumbers the RAF by
three-to-one, a ratio that will remain con-
stant.

Although the regiment is integrated,
personnel retain their individual Service
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Spray it: Multi-Purpose Decontamination Equipment provides one of the three main capa-
bilities of the Joint NBC Regiment. The Karcher kit was bought for use during the Gulf War
and constructed on DROPS flatracks. The disinfecting gear will be used primarily to
decontaminate high-value assets such as command and control and the Fuchs vehicles

identities and cap badges, albeit with a
new NBC shoulder-flash.

News of their impending role in the for-
mation of the Joint NBC Regiment was
greeted with initial disappointment by
some 1 RTR soldiers, who were at the
time in the process of converting to the
new Challenger 2. Nevertheless, integra-
tion with their RAF counterparts has
gone well.

Although now part of the Armed
Forces’ newest regiment, the soldiers have
not forgotten their traditions and invited
RAF colleagues to share their annual
commemoration of the Battle of Cam-
brai, when British tanks attacked Ger-

man lines on the Western Front in 1917.

Sgn Ldr Andy Osman, OC 27
Squadron, RAF Regiment, said he was
pleased with the way the amalgamation
was going. “The guys are still settling in
with the tankies. It is new for everyone
and we are all keen to make it work.”

Although based at RAF Honington, the
regiment is investigating the option of
moving to Winterbourne Gunner, near
Porton Down. Lt Col Eccles feels that by
concentrating regiment and scientists,
the new base could be turned into a
centre of excellence in the fight against
the horrors of nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical warfare.




Adventurous training

Carry on up the

Kent sappers follow
Ghana's mighty river
all the way to the
Atlantic Ocean

Report: Capt Benedict Toomey
Pictures: Cpl John Skillen

FOURTEEN British soldiers have com-
pleted an epic 700-mile voyage down one
of Africa’s legendary river systems.

The expedition, mounted by Maid-
stone-based 36 Engineer Regiment and
led by Capt Matthew Wilkinson, used
native fishing canoes to navigate the
White Volta in Ghana, West Africa.

Their six-week journey — believed by
local experts to be the first recorded
descent — took the sappers through savan-
nah and jungle from Ghana’s northern
border to the Atlantic Ocean.

Daily dangers posed by hippopotamus-
es, snakes and rapids were amplified by
the constant threat of the river washing
over the gunwales of the relatively unsta-
ble canoes, built to carry two fishermen
and their nets rather than two soldiers and
all their expedition equipment.

Capt Wilkinson, who was brought up in
Africa, said: “I have always wanted to
return with some of the soldiers I have
bored over the years with stories of this
magnificent continent.”

IMPRESSED

Spr Neil Stephenson was suitably
impressed. “The most beautiful sight I
have ever seen,” he said, “was the first
morning on the river. As we were eating
breakfast and the sun was rising over the
river, you could see steam rising off the
surface. I would not have missed it for the
world.”

Tribesmen along the river praised the
courage of the sappers while questioning
their sanity. In addition to the more obvi-
ous hazards they faced, malaria and bil-
harzia — a chronic water-borne disease
endemic in Africa’s rivers — meant their
fight with the elements was as important
as the need for personal hygiene.

Lt Alexander Eade said: “Although we
were aware of the river’s dangers we had
to wash and cool down after a day’s
canoeing. As long as we remained vigilant
and sensible about where and when we
washed, it wasn’t a problem.”

On top of their adventurous training

objectives,
the expedi-
tion carried
out scientific
research projects
for the Univers-
ity of Ghana, the
Ghana Wildlife Soci-
ety and the Ghana
Wildlife Department.
This involved collecting
and testing water samples
for oxygen content, nitrates,
pollutants and so on to assess
the effect on the environment
and animal population.

IMPORTANT

Lt Mike Beecham, the team’s sci-
ence officer, explained: “Water-quality
testing is very important to the wildlife
department as the dam on the Volta has
affected the indigenous wildlife along the
river system. As a result of the increase in
flooding and erosion, there appears to be
a decrease in the large animal population
and an increase in plant, bird and fish
populations.

“The university asked us to survey as we
canoed towards the coast so they can per-
suade the Department of the Interior not
to build another dam which could wipe
out the animal population completely.”

With temperatures soaring to 45C, a
two-man shore support party had to
travel from village to village to ensure a
supply of fresh fruit, vegetables and water.
Those on the shore patrol rotated with the
canoe crews so that everyone had an
opportunity to meet local people and
travel inland.

MUCH-NEEDED BREAK

It also gave the paddlers a much-
needed break. As LLCpl Mo Moreland
said: “Once you’d been on the water for
100 miles you needed a change of scene
and the chance to rest fully.

“Having done both, I can appreciate
the difficulties involved in maintaining

equip-
ment at
the same
time as pro-
viding supplies
on time and at
the correct grid
reference. I found
it a real challenge,
both physically and
mentally.”

To keep the weight
down, river and shore par-
ties met every two days at a predeter-
mined place along the river. Satellite
phones were used if circumstances
caused a change in plans.

Typical menus consisted of pasta, rice,
tuna fish and vegetables. Local meat was
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avoided because its source was unknown
and, according to expedition chef Spr
Kevin Littler, “it only takes one fly to ruin
your day”.

A regular fearure at rendezvous points
was the enthusiasm of local villagers
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intrigued by the paddling strangers.
“Loading up could take forever once the
children got involved,” said LCpl Mark
Gotsell. “Ghanaians are the friendliest
people you could want to meet. Wherever
we landed, we were surrounded within
minutes by hundreds of children eager to
help.”

SSgt Bob Strong, the senior NCO, was
responsible for monitoring the routine.
“All the guys have experience of opera-
tions and exercises so my job wasn’t too
difficult. But the heat can make you slug-
gish and lazy about personal hygiene, so
our routine was to get up at five, breakfast

1 Soap opera: Lt Alexander
Eade cools down

2 All mod cons: LCpl Rich
Camm relaxes “at home”

3 Grub’s up: Spr Kevin Littler pre-
pares dinner

4 Take me to your leader: Capt
Matthew Wilkinson leads from the front

5 Half-way there: From left are Spr Kevin
Littler and Capt Matthew Wilkinson, SSgt

Nigel Strong and LCpl Rich Camm (131 Indep
Cdo Sqgn), and Lt Mike Beecham

6 Shopping trip: LCpl Mo Moreland, left, and Spr
Philip Westaby barter for fruit along the way

7 Local knowledge: Scientific officer Lt Mike
Beecham checks out wildlife with river people on the
White Volta

d

by six and be on the water by seven, allow-
ing us to complete most of the day’s miles
before the midday sun.”

Hygiene became ever more important
as the expedition closed on the more
densely-populated southern end of the
Volta, where the cleanliness of the water
and surrounding banks could not be
taken for granted.

Martin Barry, a civilian expeditionary
instructor from the Land Command
School of Adventure Training, accompa-
nied the party, while Rich Camm gave
valuable advice on long-distance canoe-
ing techniques.




Welfare

ensure that facilies achieve an equal
standard across all the major garrisons,
with a similar model for sports halls and
associated equipment. An additional
£12 million of extra welfare money
is being added to the system
as part of the Army’s Mil-
lennium grant.

Territorial Army soldiers
have not been forgotten in the
process. As Brig Lambe was
keen to point out, “As far as I

A new integrated G1 Personnel Branch at HQ Land
Command promises far-reaching changes for all soldiers

Reasons to

' be cheerful

EIGHTEEN welfare items specific to
Operation Agricola in Kosovo have
been introduced and will be used as a
template for future operations. There
am concerned, TA soldiers are will be variations to the items, depend-
indistinguishable from Regu- ing on the theatre. S

lars.” Here are seven examples of the mea-

He is wary of building false sures introduced in recent months:
hopes. “We are spending a lot of o
time and effort in looking at
ways of improving operational
and peacetime welfare, but we
don’t want to build up ex-
pectations in areas where
we can’t deliver.”

He feels things are mov-
ing in the right direction
and says that for the first
time in years soldiers are
not complaining about
boots, combat kit, equip-
ment, vehicles or food. “In

Report: Ray Routledge
“When a person joins the Army, he or

she is a volunteer. We instil the
discipline, give them a sense of duty, a
sense of responsibility.

“We train them on how to become
soldiers and we should be giving the
wherewithal to be a good soldier. We
should encourage that soldier to be
outward-looking and to take on NVQs
and other qualifications.

“The Learning Force Initiative matures |
and educates them. In the USA, the
attitude is if you want to better yourself,
join the Army — and we want to do that
here. The extra money in the form of
learning credits will encourage people
to go on and get recognised civilian
qualifications. '

“Many of our soldiers are very bright
but have not had the benefit of good or
further education. Now they have that
\opportunity.” — Brig Brendan Lambe.

SHORTER working weeks (or longer
weekends), exercise timetables planned to
improve the quality of home life, and the
chance for more soldiers to go on leave
when their children or civvy mates are on
their summer holidays.

Sounds good, but who’s kidding
whom?

No one, actually. These are real mea-
sures being looked at by the G1 Personnel
Branch at HQ Land Command, which
already has an impressive list of in-service
lifestyle enhancements to point to.

“Qur soldiers are our best advertise-
ments and we have to look after them,”
are grand words being put into practice
by Brig Brendan Lambe, ACOS Person-
nel at Wilton.

His message is part of the continuing
effort to ensure that soldiers have a
defined career structure within the Army,
are prepared for the day they leave, and
that their health, welfare and education is

® R & R: One period of R & R during
a six-month tour, 13 nights at home,
two days of travel. R & R flights out of
Pristina to Brize Norton, Teesside and
Paderborn as appropriate.

® POTL: Based on six-month tour,

post-operational tour leave is adjusted

proportionally for shorter or longer

tours. POTL “grant” does not come
- out of annual leave entitlement.

Successes so far

| " Contractor cleaning
trials at Paderborn to
improve move in and out of
married quarters.

# Publicly-funded opera-
tional fitness equipment

@ Additional carry-over of 15

given priority while they are serving.

“The concept, called ‘Building a
Career of First Choice’, has the intention
of adding value to soldiers’ lives,” Brig
Lambe said.

It is focused on further education for
soldiers, helping them to gain skills for
their current jobs and recognised civilian
qualifications for the day
they leave the Army. It is also
examining ways of improv-
ing standards of peacetime
and operational welfare, an
area in which it has already

agencies dedicated to building an attrac-
tive career for soldiers and to removing
some of the needless hassle.”

G1 Personnel Branch is not about to
rest on its laurels. Other initiatives in the
command have included quarters march-
out trials at Paderborn, Germany using
contractors to take some of the pressure
off families going through
this much-loathed proce-
dure.

“This initiative by HQ
Paderborn Garrison has
tremendous potential,” Brig

over uniforms, pay and allowances, terms
and conditions of service, and family
housing and there are moves afoot to
improve communications through garri-
son radio stations and increased distribu-

tion of Soldier. More radi-
cally, G1 Personnel are
encouraging units and for-
mations to look at the
working week and options
for soldiers to report for
duty later on a Monday and
finish earlier on Friday to
enable them to spend more
time with their families
when in barracks.

“We could start and
finish exercises midweek,
instead of always on Mon-

Bosnia.

available in Kosovo and

+ Additional money from
non-public funds for troops
on operations.

+’ Publicly-funded TV and
video equipment in opera-
tional areas.

¢ Increased funding of
welfare equipment in
Northern Ireland.

¥ Internet access in some
operational areas and :
HIVEs and libraries in life.
Northern Ireland.

Kosovo, everyone agreed
that the unsung heroes were
the chefs,” he said.

Brig Lambe is enthus-
iastic about the Learning
Forces Initiative, a £140
million scheme designed to
give soldiers the skills they
need to make the best pos-
sible contribution to the
Armed Forces and equip
them to return to civilian

“We need to improve the

working days’ leave (three weeks):
If you cannot take all your leave due to
Joperations, the carry-over period may

be extended.

® Extra family travel warrants for
UK-based families: Two travel war-
rants, or mileage allowance claims,
during the tour to permit spouses to
visit close relatives within the UK.

® Extra family travel for Ger-
many-based families: Two return
journeys for a six-month tour from

Lambe said. “We realise
that moving out can cause
great anxiety for families
and we are looking at
ways of tackling the

achieved some successes.

Two examples are the
introduction of post-opera-
tional tour leave (POTL)
and better scheduling of the : g
R inc}.R flights from Kosgvo. IR TiRe: Pté Saral Brown prc‘)‘blem.

th 'S0 many Soldicrs e e af Walfara In: We. know t‘hc‘

coming from the north of jtiatives on garrison radio Army is not perfect
England and Scotland, we and that there are
arranged to make two of the flights direct many things that irritate soldiers
to Teesside Airport to cater for them,” he and their families and we are now
said. In the past, troops returning to their trying to sort these out. And we are
homes in the north have had to start the looking at a standard package of =
final leg of already lengthy journeys from operational welfare so soldiers —
airports in the south. know their entitlements before

“These are examples of the start of a they deploy and, once in theatre,
new era, with MoD, HQ Adjutant Gener- making sure they get them.”
al, Land, HQ Northern Ireland and other Other areas include concerns

point of departure in Germany to des-
tination in the UK. These may be
either air travel or mileage allowance,
including ferry or Eurotunnel costs.
“We know we haven’t Travel allowance may also be trans-
cracked it yet but we are ferred to close relatives for reverse
focused. Our watchword is: travel.
‘“Treat everyone the way you
would wish to be treated
yvourself’. If we stick to that,
we won’t go far wrong.”

days and Fridays, to enable
soldiers to improve the
] quality of the home life,”
Brig Lambe said.

“We are also setting up a
system to monitor separat-
ed service.

“How much time does a
soldier spend away from his
bed on guard duties, exer-
cises, on courses and so on?
No one really knows.”

He posed the question: “When opera-
tional deployments allow, why can’t more
soldiers take leave in July and August
when their families and civilian mates are
on holiday?”

The GG1 Personnel branch is anxious to

awareness of people who
can become very cynical.
We are making efforts to
improve their quality of life.

¥ INMARSAT telephones
installed in some areas in
Bosnia and Kosovo.

v Welfare telephone
allowance increased to 20
minutes a week.

¥’ Common leave
allowance

¢ Restrictions on family
travel from Germany
eased.

@® Newspapers: Daily and Sunday
newspapers delivered into theatre
(newspapers are usually three days old
on arrival in theatre).

T pews
‘o8

@® If you have anything to offer to “Adding
value to the Army”, including queries and
good ideas, please contact Lt Col Leo
Callow, HQ Land Command, Erskine Bar-
racks, Wilton, Salisbury, SP1 0AG (tel:
01722 433888 (mil 94331 3888); fax: 01722
433534 (mil 94331 3534)).

® BFBS Radio: Transmitting on FM
frequency, 24 hours a day. Currently
there is 97 per cent radio coverage in
Kosovo.

“It was Sam, from Kosovo, using one of his
free calls to say he’s just read in one of the free
newspapers the unit’'s tour is extended and
to cancel the holiday and the extra warrant”
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Legal Advice

If you're in the Forces there’s a fast way to make
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language.
The Forces Legal Network is a national group of
established, independent solicitors who all provide:

FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews

Staff with experience of service problems

Legal Aid and “No Win-No Fee” accident claims
24 hour emergency legal cover

A full range of quality assured legal services

Competitive fees

One call puts you in
touch with confidential
advice on any service
or family legal matter.

FORCES LAW HELPLINE:

he Forces Legal Network 0845 60] ]260

@.D.Goldind
Jhe M i[:'fm‘fl Jailers

75_76_76 G-;ldlngi : _
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CIVIL & LIVERY
Suits ® Sports jackets @ Blazers ® Trousers

MILITARY
Mess kit @ No. 1 dress ® Service dress ® Accoutrements

SERVICE
Visiting service (UK & Germany) ® Account facilities
» Customer satisfaction guarantee

220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4Lw
and 183 London Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3JS

Telephone: 01727 841321 Facsimile: 01727 831462

email: tailors @ goldings.co.uk

website: www.goldings.co.uk
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CHARITY

Whatever you do
for good causes,
don’t forget to
support the one

close to home

f Fund
The Army B¢ ff& ot

The Army Benevolent Fund
is your charity. It provides help to soldiers, ex-
soldiers and their families in need.

So, please, when you raise money for charities
remember those closest to you.

For more information please contact:

The Army Benevolent Fund
Dept SOL, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR
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Healing focus

Falklands families and veterans have inaugurated a remarkable new
chapel to the memory of those who died in the South Atlantic

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston

SOUTH Atlantic veterans and families of
the 255 Servicemen who died in 1982
gathered at Pangbourne College near
Reading to dedicate a newly-built church
to the memory of their loved ones and
friends.

Among the ex-soldiers and a few who
still serve there was a feeling that, at last,
their fallen comrades have a suitably
beautiful and dedicated “living” memori-
al which will give comfort to those who
mourn and a cathartic focal point for vet-
erans who continue to live the war in their
minds.

Although the strikingly modern church
is built in the

impressed by the building’s evocative
power. “The cross and the stained-glass
give the cold feeling of the South
Atlantic,” she said. “It says it all about
how they must have felt, and it makes my
eyes well up with tears.”

The chapel also has an important edu-
cational role. Maj Gen Julian Thompson,
who commanded 3 Infantry Brigade
during the war, was responsible for creat-
ing two adjacent rooms in which art work,
photographs, videos and inter-active
computer screens are used to tell the story
of the campaign.

Uniquely, the rooms give access to a
“virtual” garden of remembrance — the
South Atlantic Medal Association’s web-
site which carries personal details of every
British Serviceman

grounds of the col-
lege, the public will
have unimpeded ac-

cess. Students will
use it for almost
daily worship and

the Falklands Fami-
lies Association is
likely to hold its reg-
ular remembrance
services there.
Designed to evoke
powerful memories
of the brief but vio-

lent conflict, the a9
chapel’s unique am- “This is just the
bience also offers re- beginning”:

Falkland veterans
Denzil Connick
and the Rev David
Cooper share
memories in the
chapel dedicated
to their war

assurance and com-
fort to those who
cannot forget.

High semi-circular
walls come together
at each end, creating
a form reminiscent
of a ship. Some visitors are also reminded
of a pair of hands gently clasped to protect
something valuable.

Within the building, white walls are
illuminated by light streaming down from
concealed skylights, and a dominant
stained-glass window, paid for by the
people of the Falklands, depicts the grey
South Atlantic and the craggy moors of
the islands.

Vicky Eley, the widow of Capt John
Hamilton of the SAS (who is buried in the
islands) and one of the hundreds who
attended the ecumenical dedication ser-
vice led by the Bishop of Reading, was

SOLDIER February 2000

who died in the cam-
paign.

Families have per-
sonalised the site

Boat-like form or
cradling hands: The
modern design of the
Falklands Memorial

Chapel at Pangbourne

with photos, recollections and even
extracts from letters received from sons,
brothers and husbands. By typing a name
into a computer terminal, a visitor can
experience a poignant insight into a life
cut short.

Representatives of the veterans’ associ-
ation clearly feel the new chapel also
offers them a helpful focus for sometimes
troubled emotions. Veteran Denzil Con-
nick, who still suffers from post-traumat-
ic stress disorder, said: “This is a comfort
and a focus. We can’t look in on a ceme-
tery in the Falklands, but being here is the
next best thing.”

The Rev David Cooper, 2 Para’s chap-
lain at Goose Green, said the time was
right for such a memorial. “We required a
period of time to reflect, and to identify
the gravity of our needs,” he said.

Looking at the church around him with
obvious satisfaction, he added: “This is
just the beginning.”



Health and fitness

Cut it out

|

‘ 1y No Smo

king Day

The first Army No Smoking Day — on
Wednesday, March 8 — will give soldiers who

want to stop smoking their chance to do so
alongside the million or so civilians expected
to take part in the national event

STOPPING smoking makes sense for
everyone, but soldiers have more reasons
than most. Evervone knows about the
long-term health risks: heart disease,
cancer, strokes and many other ailments —
but these don’t seem so important when
you are young. The reality is that there are
many risks and problems that affect you
now.

Operationally, smoking causes real
problems. When the body is breathing in
tobacco’s cocktail of poisonous gases
instead of oxygen, its performance is
impaired — stamina is markedly reduced
and no matter how fit smokers think they
are, they can get much fitter when they
stop.

Smokers suffer more injuries. Night
vision 1s reduced, reaction times affected.
The light from a match or cigarette-end
can give away a position from miles away,
especially with night-vision equipment,
and so will the tell-tale smoker’s cough, or
the smell of smoke in the air.

HIGHER RISK

Poorer circulation means it is harder to
keep warm, leading to a higher risk of cold
injuries such as frostbite, and slower
wound-healing if you are injured.

On a personal level, soldiers who smoke
need to know that they are twice as likely
to get sick as non-smoking colleagues.
They’ll need more trips to the dentist for
tooth and gum problems, and they might
even start getting complaints from their
partners. Impotence is much more
common in smokers. Again, it’s the circu-
lation (or lack of it) that causes this prob-
lem.

The good news is that stopping smoking
is always worthwhile — most of the health
risks disappear when a smoker stops, and
some of the benefits start right away.
Within a day of stopping, nicotine is
almost gone from the system (although
withdrawal symptoms last a little longer).

Highly poisonous carbon monoxide is
cleared within a day, improving circ-
ulation and putting less strain on the
heart.

Most obvious is the fact that the pockets
start filling up with cash — for a 20-a-day

IN the days leading up to March 8, and
on the Big Day itself, soldiers will be
able to find out more about how to stop
smoking. . . and how to get support if
they want to cut it out.

Research indicates that two-thirds of
soldiers would like to give up the weed;
Army No Smoking Day is designed to
help them do so.

Army No Smoking Day organisers
have devised relevant materials and
activities to suit soldiers and their fami-
lies. There is even a “Quit and Win"
competition as an extra incentive.
Smokers who stop on the day will be eli-
gible to enter the contest if they are
smoke-free for a month to the end of
May and they could win £1,000, with
£100 going to their supporter.

Look out for contest details from

March 8.
L =

smoker, it’s like a £30-a-week pay rise.
Army No Smoking Day on March 8 will
be the first time the whole Army has taken
part in the national campaign. Many units
and individuals have joined in previous
drives, but 2000 is the first year that the
Army has its own special programme.
Maj Ricky Bhabutta RAMC, who has

spearheaded the drive, said: “Army No
Smoking Day is designed to help all those
soldiers who would like to stop smoking
by providing advice and support wherever
they are. I hope that as many units as pos-
sible will participate in the day and give
their soldiers as much support as possi-
ble.”

cutitout

cut it out

Stop it: Maj Ricky Bhabutta with some vtsual aids to help soldiers give up the deadly weed

February 2000 SOLDIER

Eleven tips to help you
‘ettes the boot

Doreen Mclntyre, chief executive of No
Smoking Day, commented: “The Army’s
participation is an amazing addition to the
UK’s programme. Soldiers and their fam-
ilies are such an important population in
their own right, of course, but also as
examples other people look up to.

“Knowing that soldiers can and do stop
smoking even with all the pressures they
face could make the average ‘stress’ excuse
a little feeble.”

The “Cut It Out” theme for Army No
Smoking Day will be seen anywhere there
are serving soldiers. Specially-designed
posters, leaflets and beer mats are going to
every unit, along with special briefing
packs so units can organise local events.

Medical and dental centres will have
supplies of information for people who are
interested in stopping and PTIs will be
getting in on the act by offering stop-
smoking advice.

If you would like more information
about Army No Smoking Day, contact
Maj Bhabutta on 01252 340363 or Alder-
shot Mil 5363, Alternatively you could call
No Smoking Day on 0171 916 8070;
there is also an excellent website at
www.no-smoking-day.org.uk

What are you waiting for . . . ? Cut it out
for 2000.
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NO ONE claims that giving up is easy, but it
is possible and many thousands of people do
so each No Smoking Day. Here are our top
tips to cut it out.

1. Make a plan to stop: it's like any mili-
tary campaign and the better you plan the
greater your chance of success. Set a date a
few weeks ahead to allow you to plan proper-
ly. March 8 is a good one since lots of other
people will be stopping too, but whichever
you choose, stick to it.

All the following points are part of your
plan. Some people find it helps to have a
written contract with themselves, their friends
and partners.

2. Think about what smoking means to
you. Make lists of what you hate about smok-
ing, what you will gain when you stop and
also what you actually like about smoking.
Think seriously about these lists and ask
yourself what really matters to you. Few
people have much positive to say about their
smoking and lots of good reasons to stop.

3. What is it that makes you smoke? Is it
after food, or with alcohol, or at work? Keep a
smoking diary for a few days to see when
you smoke, what you are doing and how you
feel with each cigarette. You'll often see pat-
terns that are important in helping you to stop.

If you always smoke with coffee, why not
drink orange juice instead? If it's with alcohol,
maybe it would be easier to avoid the pub for
a while after you stop, or go to a smoke-free
place instead. If it's boredom, make sure you
have a “To Do” list and get on with all those
jobs you've been meaning to tackle.

4. Tak to people who can help. Your med-
ical and dental centre and the gym might be
good places to start. In the UK you could ring
the Smokers’ Helpline (0800 169 0 169).

5. You can reduce the cravings by using
nicotine replacement products. They serious-
ly increase your chance of stopping, but they
do cost money. It is still far cheaper than
smoking and money well spent. Speak to
your medical officer, practice nurse or phar-
macist about this.

Many people use other techniques, such
as relaxation, deep-breathing exercises, fid-
dling with elastic bands, drinking cold water
and so on when they have cravings. Use
whatever feels right for you, but remember
that in most cases cravings last only a few
moments at a time.

6. One mistake many people make is

.\using sweets instead of cigarettes. If you

replace each cigarette with a chocolate bar
is it any wonder that you put weight on?
People worry a lot about gaining weight, but
if you avoid sugary or fatty foods and carry
on with a reasonable fitness regime, this will
not be a problem. If you want food, use
celery or carrots, or even sugar-free gum.

7. Reward yourself for staying “stopped”.
It is important to have something positive to
look forward when you stop, so use the
money that you save fo treat yourself.
Remember that you are saving around £30 a
week, so in a year you will have saved more
than £1,500. Think what you could buy with
that.

8. The night before you quit, smoke your
last cigarette while concentrating on every-
thing you hate about smoking. Once you
have finished it, throw away anything to do
with smoking, such as cigarettes, lighters
and ashtrays. You will never need them
again. Have a long relaxing bath to wash out
the smell of stale smoke and put your clothes
in the wash. You'll soon notice how much
better everything smells.

9. your planning will help you as you
stop. Hopefully you will have thought about
every possible problem and will know how to
deal with them. But no matter how easy or
hard it may seem, there is always help for
you. If you're tempted to have one, don't!
Think of all those reasons why you have
stopped and how one cigarette will undo all
the effort you've put into it. Go and do some-
thing where you can't smoke. Keeping busy
definitely helps.

10. The withdrawal cravings get less and
less as time passes and it gets easier to stay
stopped, but do not relax and just have one,
because all of the work will have been
wasted. The rewards become important here.

If you are saving up for that tropical holi-
day, remember that it will simply go up in
smoke if you start again. Keep reminding
yourself of the reasons that you have
stopped smoking and why you want to stay
stopped.

Most people get benefits soon after they
stop. Within days their chest feels lighter,
they can smell again and food begins to taste
good again (but not too much of it, remem-
ber). Over the following months and years
massive changes happen within your body
as it recovers from all the harmful effects of
smoking, but it does recover.

11. Some people don't succeed at the
first, second or even subsequent attempts to
stop, but slip up somewhere along the way.
Don't worry because this is normal and all
part of the process of stopping. You have
succeeded in stopping for a certain period,
and just because you didn’t succeed this
time, don't believe that you can't stop. The
next time you will be more experienced, and
more successful.




Free Internet
for the Army
NOW!

www.milnet.uk.net

Fed up with waiting for SL OW
connections? When you dial into
MilNetUK your call is terminated on a
modem in Telehouse in London, at the
very heart of the Internet.

Our service is tailor made for servicemen/women, there is no
compulsory sign up* — we do not wish to know your name and
address. (We know you are rightly nervous about giving your personal
details to strangers. )

Our service is available to all members of the UK armed forces
(serving and retired), their families and friends.

MilNetUk can be used from home or from work.

If you need Internet software to get you started, complete the coupon
below. If not, read the small print below and get started on MilNetUK
today.

Every subscriber will generate a donation to Service charities.

Every subscriber will have:
® Unlimited Internet access
@ Unlimited e-mail addresses
@ Access to our 50p per minute helpline
@ Support for all modem standards, including ISDN
(64k and 128k)

*In order for you to have access to our helpline and for us to allocate
your free e-mail addresses, we must issue you with a customer number
and password. You get these online at our website.

We can also register domain names, author websites and host them on
our servers.

SECURITY _
PROFESSIONALSY

Z"”""'m\““‘\\

WANTED NOW

We are recruiting now for security staff for
prestigious sites in London, the Home
Counties and other areas of the UK.

You should have served in the British Armed Services, police, fire
service or similar ta join our membership organisation.
Preference given to shift workers, aged 22-55.

We offer atiractive salaries, holiday and sickness pay,
training and free uniform.

Opportunities for advancement to supervisory/management roles.

Other employment opportunities also available.

f"

For immediate processing contact:
Peter Quill 0171 490 3397
or Mike Peffer 0171 490 1125

The

Corps
of

Commissionaires

The small print. If you wish to use our system to connect to the Internet straight
away, please read the details below. If you need further assistance or help, please
send for our CD.

Our Access number is 0845-6389845. In Windows 95/98 Dial up Networking
you need to set the user name to "guest” (without the quotes) and password to
“guest” (also without the quotes). After connecting to the Internet, please visit
our website at http://www.milnet.uk.net to register your e-mail address(es) and
for further information (e.g. mail server address, etc.).

On our web site are detailed instructions on how to set up your Win95/98 Dial
up Networking.

Remember, you can use our service for computers at work as well as those at
home and for every minute you are on line, a contribution to Army charities will
be made.

MilNet UK is a private limited company run by retired service personnel.

Send to: MilNetUK, PO Box 4111, Blandford Camp, Dorset DT11 7YH

=

; Please send me a free MilNetUK CD-

T e £ o PR e A e e

E TS L R N S

........ Post code . 4 . .. . o www.milnet.uk.net
SM1

FOR THE VERY LATEST STOCK UPDATE
JUST CALL US - NOW!

1367 241 225

To get the very best
all-round package, you need /
all the latest facts and
figures - now they're here ° ]
in the brand new, 2000 Tax Free -
Buyer's Guide- and it's yours

ABSOLUTELY FREE! For your copy
just call the SCE Information line

on(UK) 01367-241225 nov! =
auto mternationa
- R

OR WRITE TO US AT:- SCE LTD, PO BOX 177,
FARINGDON,OXON, UK, SN7 7EW
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Groundhog
has its day

Kosovo welcomes
the beasts of war

Reports: Graham Bound

BISON and Groundhog? No, not the
latest fragrant regimental mascots, but
two very business-like robots manufac-
tured in response to the urgent needs of
British troops in Kosovo.

Three Bison-Groundhog teams are at
work with EOD units in the Balkans.
The first was designed,
built and delivered
by the Defence Eval-
uation and Research
Agency (DERA) within
12 weeks of the sap-

VER

pers placing their
order.
Bomb-disposal
experts soon found
that Wheelbarrow,
the remotely-con-
trolled tracked ro-
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TRASER, specialist manufactt
of watches and map-reading
equipment for military users, have
become well-known for their
pioneering use of improved glow
the-dark technology. ;

Both their map-reading lens
(reviewed last month), a low
intensity torch, and the S3001P
watch, pictured right, use gaseous
tritium, a chemical which generates
more light than conventional
luminous substances, without the
need for re-charging exposure to
conventional light.

light that should not compromise a

The result is reliable, green-tinted

\Win|a TraS€riwatc

user's security in operational conditions.

Traser watches have a one-way
rotating elapsed-time bezel and a water-
tight casing that is secure to 100 metres.
The watch has the rugged good looks of
a diving instrument.

Normally priced at £129, it is discount-
ed to £99.95 for military customers.
Enquiries to 07000 872737.

Traser and Soldier have one watch to
give away. To be in with a chance, simply
send us the answer to the following
question:

To what de
guaran ?

is the Traser watch

Send your entry to Soldier at Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU on a
posteard or the back of a sealed
envelope, marked “Traser Watch”. Usual
competition rules apply. First correct
answer selected at random on February
29 will win.

j

Fine-fettle jacket

A NEW, privately-designed pile jacket is
being marketed to soldiers who want to
augment their standard issue kit when
the weather gets really miserable.

With a warter-repellent, olive green
outer shell, the Permar jacket certainly
looks suitably mar-
tial. And, thanks to
its filling of light-
weight artficial fi-
bre (which the man-
ufacturers insist
remains evenly dis-
tributed even after
repeated washing)
the jacket does seem
impressive.

Military surplus

the cold fingers of just one hand. The
Permar has a looser fit around the arms
than similar jackets, and the designer
says this will help wearers using
weapons or tools.

Several willing soldiers have been
wearing and testing
the garment during
the winter. Their
feedback is general-
ly good. The manu-
facturers say the
garment will be con-
tinually refined as
further comments
are received from
customers.

At £75,itisis not

Dragoons
parade in
Ladysmith

SIX members of The Royal Dragoon
Guards travelled to Ladysmith in South
Africa to join a military parade marking
the 100th anniversary of the Boer War.

The event involved the South African
Army and Navy, and contingents from
The Light Dragoons and The King’s Own
Royal Border Regiment.

At the invitation of the Mayor of Lady-
smith, the Tidworth-based soldiers, led by
Capt Ben Ryan , paraded their regimental
standard through the streets.

“We felt very privileged to have been
invited to take part,” said Capt Ryan,
“and even more so for
being allowed to parade
our standard, which bears
the battle honours won by
our antecedent regiments
in the Boer War.”

Two officers who served
in South Africa with the
Inniskillen Dragoons, an
antecedent, went on to win
international acclaim. Lt
Col Robert Baden-Powell,
who organised the defence
of Mafeking, subsequently
founded the Boy Scout
movement, while Capt

Laurence Oates achieved In memory: RS

immortality as the epitome
of British valour for sacri-
ficing himself on Scott’s

(WO1) - now Capt
— Robin McAllister
at a memorial to

."‘,
.
X
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ill-fated 1912 Antarctic the 5th Dragoons

iy and outdoor cloth-

Ireland, could not
cope with the
rough terrain of
the rural areas of
Kosovo. What they
required was a
more robust tool
with large wheels
capable of rolling
happily over rocks,
through ditches and
across mud.

DERA designers cut
down production time by
using off-the-shelf hard-
ware, but there was no
scrimping on the scientific side. The latest
generation of TV and lens technology is
incorporated.

The result is a mix-and-match collec-
tion of vehicles that normally operates as
a unit. Deploying into the danger area
first, Groundhog, the recce vehicle, uses
its cameras to locate and identify bombs,
mines or any other ordnance. Pictures are
transmitted to operators a safe distance

Roving robots: Bison (left) and
Groundhog make a potent team in
the rural danger areas of Kosovo

Picture: DERA

away, and only

then is the much lar-
ger Bison armed and
deployed.

As the 210kg machine rum-
bles into action, equipped with
its own TV camera, Groundhog remains
on station, providing a second view of the
target.

Suspect objects are dispatched quickly

with demolition charges laid by Bison or
its integral shotgun. One well-directed
blast, and another risk to civilians and
soldiers in Kosovo is history.
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ing retailer Stuart
Bird, who designed
the Permar jacket
in response to cus-
tomer feedback,
says that his winter
warmer incorpor-
ates innovations that
make it stand out
from the crowd.

Among them, a
“fishtail” protrudes
low over the bot-
tom, helping to en-
sure that there is no
hint of “builder’s
bum®, never a good
idea when bent low in the snow. A fleece
band around the inside of the high
collar means that the zip does not rub
uncomfortably against the chin and that
whiskers do not chafe away at the syn-
thetic shell. '

Elastic draw cords fitted with slightly
over-size toggles can be adjusted with

1]
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Snow coat: The new Permar jacket,
modelled here by LCpl Morski Moor

cheap, but the price
tag is about right for
this kind of kit.

Someone who
has been testing the
jacket for a number
of weeks is Cpl Rick
Mayall. His name-
sake might be a
joker, but the soldier
is very serious about
his outdoor gear and
he said he was im-
pressed.

"The Permar’s
greatest test came
during a miserable
day on Otterburn
ranges. “My combat jacket was wet
through,” Mayall recalled, “but al-
though the surface of the Permar was
wet, the water didn’t get through and
I stayed warm.”

® Inquiries about the Permar jacket
to Armex Worldwide Surplus on 01388
775659.

at Ladysmith

expedition.

The visitors toured battlefields in Natal
and laid wreaths at regimental memorials.
They met members of the South African
Armoured Corps and forged links with
their School of Armour in Bloemfontein.

Altogether now: RDG visitors, including
Capt Ben Ryan, front right, line up for the
camera on a South African fighting vehicle
at the School of Armour in Bloemfontein




MILITARY ID ENTITLES YOU TO
EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS
ON YOUR
NEW

MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4to 13 +
A happy family school in beautiful countryside

on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families

® Over 90% of our pupils are full hoarders

¢ Small classes: high all-round achievement without stress
* Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs

® Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama

* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

® Qur own escorts to and from major stations and all U.K. airports

* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exeats

¢ INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARIES
Kinlet Hall kst
Nr Bewdley Tel: (01299) 841230
Wores DY 12 3AY

AMPLEFORTH -
COMBINED CADET FORCE
SCHOOL STAFF INSTRUCTOR

We are looking for a Sergeant/Colour
Sergeant/Warrant Officer

Our special Tax Free new car discounts on a wide range
of makes are also available on many models for
Tax Paid UK use, giving exceptional savings.
OF course, you will enjoy the NATOCARS' renowned 'take care of it oll

service which is also extended to our Guaranteed Quality Used Car Scheme. with all the training such people have.
Can you afford not to buy from NATOCARS? The post will be full-time.
CALL US NOW! Tel: 01278 455555 Salary will be in the region of £16,400.

o e ,,:.,"5,9 @ @ E X @ @ | vorvo Help may be available with housing.

Details from:
.\ NATOCAHS The Contingent Commander,
et B Ampleforth College CCF, York YO62 4ER

| Tel: 01439 766737 Fax: 01439 766737
Y

2 The Association of
UNIFORMAL British Military Parachutists

in conjunction with the

Natocars Ltd » Wylds Road ® Bridgwater ® Somerset » TAS 4BH ¢
Tel: 01278 455555 » Fax: 01278 450396 ® E-mail: sales@natocars.co.uk &

M E § § S T
‘The Highest Quality and Value for Money ‘ ! _ Dakota club
is pleased to announce

in Military Tailoring for Over 30 Years’

aking military style

tick, m i ic c-41."
Be one the s its from a histor
stand-up parachute s 5
g To promote military parachuting
@ INTEREST FREE CREDIT @ VISITING SERVICE with round canopies
CALL FREE For more information contact
0800 980 3551 Graeme Taylor on: 01575 582224
VAN mINIL‘.Il\l: HOUSE l 7 or write to: Presnerb, Folda,
MEYNELL AVENUE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS 1526 ON s s .
TEL: 0113 282 6102 FAX: 0113 282 1457 Blairgowrie, Perthshire, PH11 8QW
GERMAN OFFICE 15141 880740 We actively support British Special Forces charities:
MORBILE (GERMANY) 0172 540 9415 Airborne Forces Charity, Commando Benevolent
INTERNET WWW.UNIFORMAL.CO.UK Fund, NO.1 PTS Museum, Brize Norton.
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From Westminster to Wapping

being said in Parliament and the Press

SA80 ‘to be

modified’

MODIFICATIONS to the SABO rifle are likely
after criticisms of its reliability.

The move was indicated by Defence
Secretary Geoffrey Hoon on January 19
following observations in a leaked report by
senior officers after the Kosovo operation.

Criticisms of the rifle have been voiced over
several years, particularly at the time of the
Gulf War.

Questioned by the Commons Defence
Select Committee, Mr Hoon said the rifle was
“exceptionally accurate” but “unreliability
problems” had been left unresolved “for far too
long”. He made clear the SA80 would need
modification.

Homes upgrade to cost more: Completion
date for the upgrade of married quarters in
mainland UK has been put back two years ata
cost of an extra £112 million.

Armed Forces Minister John Spellar told
Robert Key MP in a written answer that when
Annington Homes bought the estate in 1996 it
was assessed the refurbishment would cost
about £470 million over a seven-year period.

Additional work identified later, including
structural and utilities improvements, will
extend the work from 2003 to 2005.

Gurkha pensions doubled: Retired Gurkha
soldiers will get twice their current pension
from April, Armed Forces Minister John
Spellar announced.

TFhe increase follows a major examination
of Gurkhas' pension and gratuity arrange-
ments and will range from £750 a year for
below corporal to £3,700 a year for a major.
Pensions will continue to be reviewed in the
normal way and will benefit from annual cost-
of-living increases.

Revised terms and conditions of service
were.introduced in 1997 when the UK became
the home base for the Brigade of Gurkhas

after withdrawal from Hong Kong. There are
now about 3,500 Gurkhas in the British Army,
65 in Nepal, 945 in Brunei and the rest in the
UK. They have served in peace-keeping roles
in Kosovo and East Timor.

Defence medicine: University Hospital Bir-
mingham NHS Trust has been selected as
the host for the new Centre for Defence
Medicine.

The centre, described by Armed Forces
Minister John Spellar as “an important
landmark in our new strategy for the Defence
Medical Services”, will provide a professional
focus for military medicine. It is expected to be
open by April 2001.

Sky tanker for helicopters: Air-to-air
refuelling is being considered for part of the
future support helicopter fleet, Defence
Minister Peter Kilfoyle said in a written answer.

Requirements for the Future Large
Transport Aircraft, on which a decision is due
soon, include a capability for re-roling as an
air-to-air refuelling tanker, possibly for
helicopters.

Tank training: Royal Ordnance has won a
contract for the development and initial
production of CHARM 3, a 120mm training

Accurate but unreliable: The SA80 is to be
modified following operational criticisms

round for the Challenger 2 tank which offers
realism of live-firing with reduced environ-
mental impact.

TA mobilisation: A study has concluded that
compulsory mobilisation of the TA is feasible
in both legal and practical terms, enabling it to
make a major contribution to front-line
operations, though it is not necessary at the
moment.

DVA move: The relocation of Defence Vetting
Agency headquarters staff to Imphal Bar-
racks, York, is expected to be completed by

early next year. More than 180 local emp-

loyees will augment 130 investigating officers
across the UK, working from home.

Wilkinson Sword of Peace: Army units
receiving the community relations award,
1992-98, were: 1992, 7 Sig Regt (Albania) and
1 Cheshire Bn Gp (Bosnia); 1993, 21 Engr
Regt Bosnia); 1994, 1 KOBR (Londonderry);
1995 Gurkha Weltare Scheme, Nepal; 1996,
36 Engr Regt (Bosnia/UK) 1 RMP (Bos-
nia/Germany); 1997, HCR (Bosnia/UK); 1998,
8 R Irish (Tyrone).

£

@ The advance by British forces into
Kosovo last June highlighted problems with
unreliable radio communications below
battalion level, the light support weapon and
the chain of command, according to
confidential reports by two senior
commanders. — Widely reported in all
national newspapers

@ Britain's defence spending has fallen
behind that of France for the first time in
decades. — Sunday Times

@ British troops serving overseas do not
get enough free telephone calls home or
television channels to watch, members of
the Commons Defence Committee claimed.
They said it was unfair that troops in the
8
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What the
papers say

Falklands had to pay £1 per minute for
telephone calls when those in Bosnia and
Kosovo had 20 minutes of free calls per
week. — Financial Times

@ The Army is trying to recruit a
com C f its most unusual
troopers — the Indian black buck antelope

~
mascot of The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.
Keepers are concerned that 15-month-old
Bobby will become lonely unless he has the
companionship of a fellow member of his
species. . — Sunday Telegraph

® Once again the Services' Cotswold
Centre — a haven for families in crisis as well
as a transit centre — is under the threat of
closure. —News of the World

@ Britain is holding out against
international moves to raise the minimum
age limit for the recruitment and deployment
of soldiers to 18 despite strong pressure
from the UN and consensus among
developing and developed countries. -
Guardian
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My Army: ANITA MEWCOURY

Hillary Clinton is
charming and lively
and Jiang Zemin,
President of China, is
rather ‘jolly’. Anita
Newcourt, VIP host at
Heathrow, TV
personality and TA
officer, knows
because they are just
two of the world
leaders she has met

Report: Graham Bound

“GIVE the Duke of Edinburgh’s nose a
rub when you get a chance, please
Derek.”

Now, if there is one thing guaranteed to
raise the ire of the Duke it is a severe rub-
bing down by a man with a can of Mr
Sheen. So, if only for Derek’s sake, it was
a relief to learn that the nasty smudge
bothering Anita Newcourt, as she
checked the Royal Suite at Heathrow Air-
port, was not on the real Prince Philip,
but on a large framed photograph hang-
ing next to that of the Queen.

Smudges are not tolerated here. Not
that this king of lounges — and any of the
other three suites used by ministers,
diplomats and VIPs nominated by the
Foreign Office — are luxurious. As Anita,
the ebullient manager of Heathrow’s VIP
visitor facilities and star of TV’s fly-on-
the-wall docu-soap Airport, explains, the
lounges are understated but tasteful;
rather as the Foreign Office would like
Britain itself to be perceived.

NO QUEUES

“You can’t buy your way into these
lounges,” explained the hostess of
Heathrow, “although plenty would like to.
In any case, most will get more luxurious
service in the first-class lounges. The big
difference here is that there are no queues
and crowds, and immigration and cus-
toms officers come to our guests, rather
than the other way round.”

Above all, however, the VIP lounges

lostess off

provide cast-iron security. Set well apart
from the walkways, departure gates and
duty-free shops, the biggest movers and
shakers in the world know they are safe.

It should be good enough for most
mere mortals, but whenever President
Clinton and his wife use the Royal Suite,
Anita’s world is overrun by up to 100
American security guards and officials,
who have a tendency to try to take over.
“It’s a potential nightmare if you don’t
know how to handle it,” said Anita.

In such circumstances, her military
training can come in handy. Although she
was a little hurt when one TV critic
described her “performance™ on Airport
as “officious”, the Army Air Corps Terri-
torial Army major believes that a careful-
ly-applied military demeanour is useful.

Everyone's favourite: The late King Hus-

sein of Jordan, above, always made the
time to chat

Overwhelming security: But, according to
Anita, Hillary Clinton, top left picture, is
charming and lively

Welcome for Nelson: Anita joins the greet-
ing party for South Africa’s president, left

Uniform approach: Anita Newcourt, right,
a major in the AAC(V), ensures that heads
of state enjoy a warm welcome and, above
all, a safe transit through Heathrow

“I have to be a little sergeant major-like
sometimes, otherwise people walk all over
us.”

In the TA, Anita is adjutant to the
Media Operations Group (Volunteers) at
HQ Land Command. She reckons her
military experience in public relations has
a lot to do with her progress to her current

high-profile job.

BRISTOL OTC

She joined the TA in 1983 following
four years in the Officers’ Training Corps
at Bristol University (where she read
Russian) and was recently awarded the
Territorial Decoration.

« went on more exercises and did more
soldiering in those four years than at any
time since. It included attachments to 30-
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and 21 Signal Regiments and was great
fun.” After university, her first Army job
was as the PR officer with 5th Battalion,
The Royal Green Jackets, then forming
up and expanding in Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire.

Stints with 10 Para in London and
London District followed, the latter
giving her an insight into major events
such as the Queen’s Birthday Parade, the
Royal Tournament and the Queen
Mother’s 90th birthday celebrations. “It
was a privilege to be behind the scenes,”
she recalls.

The experience stood her in good stead
when she joined the Civil Service and
landed a post in the busy Scotland Yard
Press Bureau (“my first ‘proper’ job”).

Although born in Britain, Anita has
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strong connections with Poland, her par-
ents’ homeland. Her earliest “militarisa-
tion” came when she joined the Polish
Scouts, who have a tradition of drill,
uniforms, discipline and character-build-
ing.

Her father was an officer in the artillery
and during the Second World War served
with the 2nd Polish Corps in Italy under
British command.

COMPARISON

“As a TA person, you can often take a
civilian situation and compare it to a mil-
itary one before you make your decision.
That can be really helpful.”

Her Army experience is particularly
useful in the Heathrow job . . . as an “ice-
breaker” with the high and mighty. Many

world leaders and royals have trained at
Sandhurst, or in their own country’s mili-
tary equivalents, and it gives her some
common ground with those for whom the

red carpet is rolled out. For many of

them, flying is also a common reference
point; Anita has a private pilot’s licence
for fixed-wing aircraft.

Skills acquired in the TA also came in
handy during last year’s state visit by
President Jiang Zemin of China. The
embassy phoned to say they intended to
have 300 people on the tarmac to greet
the President.

“Excuse me!” responded Anita. De
coded, the message was: “You'll have just
as many people as we say you can have.”
The Chinese settled for 150 flag-wavers
and Jiang Zemin did not seem to mind.
“He was,” said Anita, “quite jolly.”

A shared interest in things military may
have been the key to her warm relation-
ship with the late King Hussein of Jordan
“He was our favourite visitor,” Anita said.
“The King was always friendly, and if
someone in our team was holding back,
he would make the effort to go over and
talk to them.” When the monarch died,
Anita was invited to his memorial service
in London.

QUIET MAN

Encounters with the Clintons are fasci
nating. The President, says Anita, is
suprisingly quiet — unlike Hillary. “She 1s
so lively and charming. I have a lot of time
for her.”

Nelson Mandela is equally easy-going.
Visitor and host had a little time to chat
and she told him about her plans to visit
South Africa. “I asked him for his advice,
and he said ‘my dear, I think you know my
country better than I do’.”

John Major is another charmer. “The
first time I met him,” recalled Anita, “we
chatted about families and I mentioned
that my mother had ’flu. A few months
later, he passed through Heathrow again
and immediately said: ‘Hello, Anita.
How’s your mum?’”

Thanks to the phenomenal popularity
of Airport, Anita is herself something of a
celebrity. She has made guest appear-
ances on two other TV shows, strangers
recognise her in the street and she
receives a steady trickle of letters request-
ing autographs.

She is not about to eclipse any of the
world leaders she cares for, but the extent
of her fame often delights her. “I've even
had VIPs say ‘I’ve just seen you on TV’,”
she said with unconcealed pride. “Now
that is really nice.”
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According to our poll our typical reader is young, loyal, well-informed,

reads most, if not all, of every issue and then passes it on to his mates

FASCINATING facts about you, our
readers, and what vou think of Soldier
have emerged from the results of our big
question-and-answer survey.

Researchers have studied the wealth of
information you gave us in thousands of
questionnaires returned from our Sep-
tember edition and have gauged just how
effective Soldier is in communicating with
its target audience.

The results have also given us the first
professional “opinion-poll” verdict on the
changes we have made in the past year.

Our questions had several objectives in
mind. We wanted to find out:

Who reads Soldier in terms of rank,
age, and location? Where and how do
you obtain your copy? How many people
is your magazine passed on to?

How do vou read the magazine? Do
you look at all of it or only certain parts?
Which sections do you like best and
which are the most informative?

What do you think of the new
format? Do you find the magazine a
good source of useful information or do
you look elsewhere?

As we reported in January, the survey
told us clearly that Soldier is good at get-
ting across useful, current information
about the Army and is the magazine of
choice for the professional soldier.

FACTS AND FIGURES

Our survey assessors also tell us that:

® 40 per cent of Soldier readers are aged
between 19 and 34 and 20 per cent
between 35 and 44.

@ 50 per cent are privates or NCOs.

® 55 per cent have been reading Soldier
for more than ten years.

® 64 per cent of magazines circulating
each month are read by between two and
ten people and 11 per cent by 11 or more.

® 80 per cent read all or most of each
issue.

@ 89 per cent keep their copy of Soldier
or pass it on rather than bin it.

Questionnaires were included in
64,000 copies of the magazine, 50,000 of

Good listeners, good readers: In a
survey into the effectiveness of garrison
radio broadcasts at Catterick, 84 per
cent of soldiers and 24 per cent of wives
said they also read Soldier.

which went to the Regular Army, TA,
Army Cadet Force, and families.

Apart from these, respondents includ-
ed ex-Service and other civilian postal
subscribers and members of other Ser-
vices. Some replies even came from mem-
bers of other nations’ Armed Forces.

It was no surprise, however, to find that
most questionnaires were sent by British
soldiers based in the UK and Germany.

Ahead of the game

OUR survey asked when you received your
copy of the magazine and bearing in mind
that many are passed around, sometimes
by post, and some have to travel vast dis-
tances, distribution is prompt.

While 78 per cent of you said you received ‘
Soldier at some time during the month of
publication, 17 per cent actually receive

your magazme before the cover-date.
il T mm— P P

What you like and
what you don't

SO FAR, so good. But what do you actu-
ally think of the magazine and its content?

By far the majority of respondents in
our survey — 98 per cent — agreed that Sol-
dier contained current news and 90 per
cent considered the length of articles to
be about right.

You were given a list of 32 regular and
occasional fearures and asked to indicate
how interested you were in each.

Our special reports (lead feature-sto-
ries, usually exclusive) were favourite,
with 89 per cent of you registering your
approval. The “Soldier to soldier” column,
extended articles, news pages (People,

Learning about the Army: TV's Tamzin dips
into the magazine and likes what she sees

Places, Events), pictorial features, Kit-
stop, Mailbag, cartoons, historical items
and annual pay-scales list also all attract-
ed a high level of backing.

For unstated reasons, your responses
showed a distinct lack of interest in video
reviews, and our Pen Pals classified sec-
tion registered the highest negative vote
even though replies to advertisers run into
hundreds each month.

EMBARRASSED?

“However,” reported our assessors,
“there may be some element of embar-
rassment among respondents about
claiming an interest in pen pals.”

Generally, attitudes were very positive,
with three-quarters of you agreeing that
“Soldier is the magazine for the profes-
sional soldier”; 83 per cent confirming we
keep you in touch with what’s going on in
the Army and 89 per cent endorsing the
statement that the magazine is good at
getting across useful information.

Although news, features and sport are
paramount in Soldier, the magazine values
its strong advertising support. However,
although the number of non-editorial
pages are deliberately limited to less than
a third of the total, 32 per cent of you
thought even that was too many, with 37
per cent non-committal. By contrast, a
hefty 54 per cent of you said you found
the advertising useful.

The survey data was analysed by NOP
Numbers Ltd for the Central Office of

Information.
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And the winner is . . . Cpl Phil Clarke. East
Enders star Tamzin Outhwaite makes her
selection from thousands of survey forms

History lesson

IN addition to the question-and- answerf
nature of the survey, readers were given the
opportunity for free comment, a device to
draw out criticisms and suggestions for
change or improvement.

Few took the opportunity, but three per
cent called for more historical articles and
two per cent each for more information on
the TA, for more photographs and for more
articles on Army Cadets.

Subscriptions go
up by 37 per cent

STOP PRESS: Since February 1999, when
Soldier went all-colour and distribution to
the Army increased, postal subscriptions
to the magazine have risen by 37 per cent.

Magazines distributed to the retail trade
have also increased, by a substantial 15
per cent — more than 1,000 copies per
month.

@ Subscribe and save - see Page 53
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‘Mel goes ‘up West'
to pick our winner

OF all the many Soldier readers who
responded to our autumn 1999 survey,
EastEnders star Tamzin Outhwaite
picked just one . . . named Phil.

Not Phil Mitchell, you understand, but
Cpl Phil Clarke, currently serving with the
Army in Northern Ireland — who is £100
winner in our survey prize draw.

Tamzin, who plays barmaid Melanie in
the soap hit, selected Phil's completed
questionnaire at random from thousands
of entries in London’s West End last
month.

Looking very much the part in Army
combats, the bright and bubbly TV star
then dipped into the pile and drew two
more — signed by WO2 (Supvr R)
Marchant, of JSSS Chicksands, and
Roger Williams, of London, who win con-

solation prizes of Army tankards.Tamzin
was on duty with boxer Prince Naseem
Hamed at the Covent Garden launch of
the Army's new recruiting drive, Opera-
tion Kenya, which involves a competition
to spend a week in Africa with the 1st Bat-
talion, The King's Regiment.

The aim is to encourage young people
to find out about the Army by talking to
soldiers or visiting the British Army web-
site (at www.army.mod.uk) to get the
answers to questions printed on 1.5 mil-
lion entry forms distributed nationwide.

“When you mingle with the soldiers
and talk to them you realise it's not all
about the front-line,” said Tamzin. “There
are loads of trades within the Army and it
is really important to find out about it

properly.”

Picture: Steve Dock
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Building bridges

Wildlife at a game
reserve In Kenya can
live in relative safety
thanks to a sapper
squadron’s efforts

Words: Dennis Barnes
Pictures: Kevin Capon

AN unexpected confrontation with a large
troop of baboons was one of the local haz-
ards faced by a group of British sappers on
exercise in Kenya — but they were relieved
to escape an uncomfortable meeting with
a huge lion.

Soldiers from 1 Troop, 35 Squadron, 39
Engineer Regiment, were in the country to
help restore the long-neglected road and
bridge network in the Mwea national
reserve and, in their spare time, to build a
classroom for a local school.

A small park by African standards, it was
once so well stocked with big
game that elephants were
moved to build up numbers
in other areas. But 20 years
of neglect, encroachment by
local farmers and poaching
had left it in a sorry state.

Mwea was not fenced and
its fertile soil was ploughed
by farmers to grow maize.
Local people regarded it as
their own personal larder
and poaching increased to
such an extent that some
species disappeared. Giraffe,
zebra and antelope that once
thrived in the semi-arid
scrub and overgrown woods
became just a memory.

No game meant no
tourists . . . and no revenue.
The reserve, caught in a vicious circle,
declined to the point where it was consid-
ered a burden on the impoverished Kenya
Wildlife Service (KWS).

All that changed when Mwea was given
a gém grant by the World Wide Fund for

to erect an electric fencc, complet-
aémAuﬁm With the remaining animals
safe lﬂiﬁ,ﬁl! sappers volunteered to ren-
40km of impassible road and to
ihree rotten bridges.

Lion-heart

or six weeks, the 45 soldiers lived in a

Mad dogs and . . .

Spr Michael
Gallagher, left,

a lift across the
schoolyard

right, manhandle
an 18ft solid

the new bridges

Fenced in: Lt
Jonathan Scott,

Frederick Chegi,
centre, and SSgt

the boundary of

Behind them, the
electric fence
deters wild
animals
and people

Laugh-in: Cpl Mark Johnson, seated, and LCpl John
Marley share a joke with pupils in a classroom at Namuri

tented camp in the reserve, working in
temperatures that averaged 37C.

And then there were the baboons.

“We went for a walk along a dry river-

bed and suddenly found a troop of

baboons looking at us looking at them,”
said Cpl Geraint Davies. “I don’t know
who was more surprised, but we ran one
way, they ran the other.”

Lt Jonathan Scott, the troop comman-
der, said renovation work in the park was
part of a five-year programme. He added

gives two children

Hot work: Sappers,

wooden beam into
position on one of

below left, ranger

Paul Phillips check

the park on a map.

he was relieved that a huge male lion called
Simba would be released in the reserve
only after he and his men had left.

Because of the poor quality of local
building materials the sappers often had to
improvise to complete tasks.
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The bridges had six-metre spans, with
steel girders replacing the old timbers.
Beams had to be carried (a process
described as “sapper-power” by one sol-
dier) because access was difficult.

Away from the roads and bridges, the
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Level playing field: More than 40km of road were
graded by 1 Troop as part of the renovation of Mwea

soldiers found facilities at the Namuri pri-
mary school beggared description. The
school catered for almost 200 pupils in
three buildings divided into classrooms by
corrugated iron sheets. The pupils had no
pens and paper but Cpl Johno Johnstone

was impressed by their attitude in the face
of these difficulties. “They have a uniform
of sorts and are as cheerful as any kids in
the world,” he said.

The troops read to the children, helped
them with homework and joined their
dancing lessons.

Cpl Paul Cooper said the spirit of the
children was amazing. And Spr Gareth
George added: It was “an unbelievable
sound” when he heard the entire school
singing traditional songs. “They are only
five or six years old but they harmonise
like a Welsh choir,” he said.

British engineers once again proved that
their unique skills can be used anywhere,
from Kosovo to Kenya. Now that Mwea’s
main roads are open again, the reserve will
quickly be restored to health.

Ranger Frederick Chege summed it up.
“Without their skills it would be impossi-

ble for us to move around the park. They

have done a brilliant job.”
If they could talk, Simba and his mates
would probably agree.




LITARY MUSEUM

at The Keep, Bodmin

Vi M

The history of a famous
County Regiment, The Duke
of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.
Fascinating displays of
uniforms, weapons, ‘
{ medals and much more. I
.| Open during normal business hours and |
Aon Sundays during July and August
] 10am - 5pm or by appointment at other
gl times.

§

Tel: 01208 72810
Adults: £2 Children: 50p
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VISIT WINCHESTER'’S 5

able story of those
s of Dorset and
nour, traditions and

MILITARY MUSEUMS

7 AN

open daily from 10am to 4pm, open
from 1
from 10am |

1 exhibition for visitors of all ages.

daily

The story is told using IT and cre-

(Telephone: 01 962-82354'

™ a!s've_dkopfaj“ of the I Cavalry I0ant to 4pn n daily from 10am to  * The King’s Royal Hussars |

- iﬁ&aﬁffgf;’: o (o tpm, open | from 10am o dpm.— * The Light Infantry ﬂelephone:l)l%%%ﬁﬁﬁ} (@

i ¢ L ipm, open from 10 Lo 4pm, i 5 : f "
\articles shovwn alfo e " The Gurkha Museum (Telephone: 01962-842832)

iagination the freed.

* The Royal Green Jackels
the world of these sq ) e

(Telephone: 01962-828549) ‘

i THE PRINCESS OF WALES'
ROYAL REGIMENT AND
QUEEN'S MUSEUM
AT DOVER CASTLF
Open all year 1000 - 1600 winter
1000 - 1800 summer

=J| Over four centuries of living history, over|

200,000 visitors last year. Exhibition includes:

— WW1 wench experience; imteractive videos of |

WWI1I; medal display and the story of the
Victoria Cross (56 awarded); one of the largest
portable drum displays in the army for hire: the

| story of the 12 forebear regiments of the PWRR. ([

Entrance fee as per Dover Castle. Entrance to
museum free

fetmilies from 1655 t0 3 * The Royal Hampshire Regiment

(Telephone: 01962-863658)

it in and win piggess These

Join our Friends - contact Mr A Booth on
01227 595542

The Royal
Logistic

-

Royal Monmouthshire
Royal Engineers (Militia)
Castle and Regimental Museum
Senior Regiment of the Reserve Army
Monmouth’s Early Defences
Medieval Herb Garden
2 -5 pm daily in summer
2 - 4 pm weekends in winter

at Monmouth Castle
Free entry 01600 772175

SOUTH WALES
" BORDERERS
MUSEUM

The Barracks, Brecon,
Powys L.LD3 7EB
Telephone: 01874 613310
Website: www.rrw.org.uk
E-mail: swb@rrw.orq.uk
300 years of history.
Zulw wars. Large medal collection and armenry
Open: Oct 1o Mar
(weekdays only)
& Apr to Sept (daily)
0900) - 1300 and 1400 - 1700

————

Corps
Museum

T T S

| Deepcut, Camberley, Surrey
Tel: 01252 340871
Mon - Fri: 1000 - 1600 Sat: 1000 - 1500
Closed Sundays and Public Holidays
Free admission. Fully accessible to the
disabled with special parking.

ip vg u\nge’.r Serigration
o il

ra 'd’ﬂ"{f‘f

open daily from 10am to 4pm, opet o

daily from 10am Lo 4pm, open daily

from 10am to Ipm, open daily from
[0am to 4pm, open daily from 10am §
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;i * Peninsula Barracks, Romsey koad, Winchester, SO23 815 ° Serles House. Southgate Street, Winchester, SO23 9EG

Mon-Sat

1] .
ARMY J,'/ aryr
PHYSICAL i B
THE PARACHUTE ERAENING MUSEUM OF DEFENCE
REGIMENT AND MCI:J()SIEII’JSI.\& INTELLIGENCE
CHICKS
AIRBORNE FORCES
MUSEUM ¢/o ASPT, Fox Lines, SG17 SPR. Telephone 01462 752342

Queens Avenue
Aldershot, Hampshire
GUI11 2LB Tel: 01252 347168

APTC history since 1860

Incorporates Intelligence Corps Museum, showing
the history of British Military Intelligence from
Queen Elizabeth I to the present day, and the
Medmenham Collection which displays the history

of aerial photography from its origins in

Browning Barracks
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2BU
Telephone: 01252 349619

The Essex
Regiment

‘! A.S:e;lhe his;gty of including development of World War I up to modern times.
Museum | trborne forces physical training in the Army,
Sfrom their formation in 1940 APTC i i
C international and
| Chelmsford & Essex Museum to the present day. mpi rtsmen j 0900
Oaklands Park, Moulsham Street, | > ofaft’:zcl;?: Tindie mmzon R e ey & o o
Chelmsford. Tel: (01245) 353066 | Open Mon to Sun 1000 - 1630. h SE P Sunday Sach month 150 - 110019 '
, Tel: ) Eas s instructors’ dress, etc.
. - M ! t admission 1545 hrs, P 4
(hHL (llday-saturday Special group visits can be made by prior Open Mon toThurs 0900-1600 i d
l(hm -spn.' arrangement. & Fri 0900-1230. Y
2 5 Admission: Weekends and Bank Holidays 0 f}
S“lllays =Jpm Adults £2.50. Children, senior by appointment only. /

citizens, serving/ex-members £1.00
Groups by arrangement please.

-' ity

Closed during leave periods, Easter,
Summer, Xmas-Please call to check.

| [P

g
S

| Admission &

/)

I -

THE QUEEN'S
i LANCASHIRE REGIMENT
) 3 Incorporating the collectables
"?’\‘%ﬂk and archives of
The East Lancashire Regiment,

The South Lancashire Regiment,
The Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire),
The Lancashire Regiment, Militia,
Volunteers and Territorials.
Fulwood Bks, Preston, Lancs PR2 8AA
Telephone: 01772 260362
Open Tuesday - Thursday 0930-1630

MUSEUM,

or by appointment
ﬁ LANCASHIRE %

Discover the history of this famous
British Regiment from its foundation
in 1688 and its connection with
Wolfe, Wellington and Napoleon.

Open: 0930 - 1630 evervday except Wed &

THE FUSILIERS

\ Sun Closed Christmas & Easter. Open Bank r‘

Holiday Mondays
Admission: Adults £2.00, OAPs &
Wellington Barracks, Bolton Rd, Bury BLS 2PL
Telephone: 0161 764 2208
- TS —

children £1.00 f<

ot

THE QUEEN'S ROYAL
IRISH HUSSARS MUSEUM
Sussex Combined Services |

Museum, The Redoubt

Fortress, Royal Parade,
Eastbourne BN22 7AQ

Tel: 01323 410300

Open April - November, 0930 -17.
Admission: Adults £2.00,
' Family ticket (2+2) £5.50
Under 16/over 60s £1.00

ROYAL
AILITARY POLICE
MUSEUM
Roussillon Bks, Chichester,
W Sussex (on A286 Midhurst Rd)
Open
April - Sept : Tue - Fri
10.30 - 1230 & 13.30 - 16.30
Sat & Sun: 1400 - 1700
Oct - Dec & Feb - Mar: Tue - Fri
10.30 - 12.30 & 13.30 - 16.30
www.rhqrmp.freeserve.co.uk
museum @ rhgrmp.freeserve.co.uk

THE QUEEN’S OWN
HUSSARS MUSEUM

»?'\%: Lord L»:—vc'osqtr_‘r
VAN Hospital, High Street
,,«,_U - "i-,\\ Wanwick CV34 48H
A — Tel: 01926 492035
IHEG T Open: Summer 1000-1700
- I‘Qid? Dy & Winter 1000-1600
Closed Mondays and

Christmas Day
Admission to the
museum is free

7

; For further information phone: ;
Major P J Timmons 020 7414 8782

ST

VOrKSHiE.
g; GREEN

A HOWARDS
28  MUSEUM

Trinity Church Square, Richmond,
Naorth Yorkshire DLI0 40N
Tel: 01748 822133

This famous North Yorkshire Regiment was
founded in 1688 and its campaigns from 1690
onwards are illustrated with original uniforms,
gallantry awards medals, Regimental silver
and many other relics, including interactive
video of WW I and CD ROM. Also some of
Richmond’s historic plate,

1 FEB - 31 MAR: Mon-Fri 10.00 - 4.30pm
(Sat & Sun closed)

1 APR - Mid MAY: Mon-Sat 9.30 - 4.30pm &
Easter Day 2pm - 4.30pm (Sun closed)
Mid MAY - 30 SEPT:

Mon-Sat: 9.30am-4.30pm & Sun: 2-4.30pm
1 OCT - 31 OCT: Mon-Sat 9.30 - 4.30pm
(Sun closed)

1 NOV - 30 NOV Mon-Fni: 10am-4.30pm
(Sat & Sun closed).

Open at other times by appointment. Closed
DEC - 31 JAN

\Y

mittee formed on behalf of the

| ensured a modern museum in|

Churchill subscribed to the
view that the further back we
looked, the further forward we
would see. This being the
case, he would surely have ‘
approved of the recent major |
investment made to retain and
enhance the past at The Royal
Welch Fusiliers Museum, The
Castle, Caernarfon. -

First established in Caernar-
fon Castle nearly 60 years
ago, the museum was showing
distinct signs of wear-and-tear
as it neared pensionable age.
Wooden showcases, out-of-
.|date display techniques and
inadequate interpretation
made change essential but
“‘cosmetic surgery” had its
price — a massive £1.6m.

Of this, £1.1m was awarded
| by the Heritage Lottery Fund
with the remaining £.5m raised
| heroically by an appeal com-

museum. The money came
from a variety of sources —
donations, covenants, busi-
nesses and associated trusts .
and charities, to name a few — |
and in July of last year the new
face of The Royal Welch
Fusiliers Museum was proudly
unveiled. ‘

With the encouragement of
Welsh Heritage (CADW) who
run the Castle, the museum|
| has been expanded to occupy|
| a second tower. The consum-{

mate skill of the designer|

a medieval castle without
detracting from the magnifi-
cence of the building.

The displays incorporate an
innovative, environmentally-|
controlled system and of the|
four galleries within the
museum, three chronologically
illustrate the regiment's history
since 1689. Combined with
outstanding graphics from the
Drawing Room, the overall
eﬂgctissur'etobes;t_mn[ng.__
For




LOW LOW LINE RENTAL
& FREE CONNECTION

RRY CASE
£14.99

IN CAR CHARCHING
LEAD WORTH £17.99

10% OFF YOUR 10
FAVORITE NUMBERS PEAK

50% OFF YOUR 10
FAVORITE NUMBERS OFF PEAK

PLU
PLU

0

CREDIT CHECKS

\scelinet

12 month contract including notice period. Calls 32 pence per min peak - 10 pence off peak & 2 pence weekend.

PLEASE HAVE
YOUR BANK
DETAILS HANDY
WHEN PHONING

FREEPHONE

080001882

WHEN YOUR
JOB DEMANDS
MORE!
WILL YOUR KIT
MEET THE
CHALLENGE?

The new SASS
Catalogue No 15,
is NOT just
another kit list.

It offers you exclusive innovative items and selected issue
equipment. Optional extras, after sales, repair service. . .

For your FREE colour catalogue, write, telephone or fax
to the following address, or send the coupon below to:

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George’s Quay,
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 5QJ
Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524 844239

ﬂ”]é’ai’s’é’§é’hﬂ'iﬁé’Y6UfTéié§t'EéfélﬁgUé':"' e =

A GIOITEES: ... ovvoeoeesessssseessseesssssssens s sss e Ees bR

INBIME: ........covnnrssesssmssnscssss s e ‘

New print by David Rowlands
the renowned military artist
of the Pathfinder Platoon,
16 Air Assault Brigade.

On high quality 20”x28” card.

Lead element depicting various scenes from troop training.

| Flowers sent 1o any address in the UK. & N.1.
i s For all occasions — Births/Birthdays/Anniv ersaries,
10 show that you have your loved one in mind.

Someone, somewhere is waiting to hear from you

ALL FLOWERS SENT IN A BEAL TIFUL PRESENTATION BOX
PALE LAVENDER & SOFT WHITE TISSU E

BOUQUET — ROSES RED/PINK/YELLOW/WHITE (12 BIOOMS) ....ovvvvoeeece: £13.85
BOUQUET - ROSES RED/PINK/YELLOW/WHITE & GYPS (24 Blooms) ..... £18.50
BOUQUET — CARNATIONS MIXED OR PINK/YELLOW/WHITE & GYPS
(12 BIOOITIS) ....verrrensrsssosesisdinisansashinsassostisisinsnisintninassosabsbasissedonnyinestasssnassysant
BOUQUET — FREESIA & 1 RED ROSE & FERNS (40 Blooms) .
BOUQUET — FREESIA & FERN (40 BIOOMS) ..c.coovnimiimiisiiiinsisnnnace st
BOUQUET — CARNATIONS & FREESIA & GYPS ONE COLOUR OR MIXED
(30 BIOOIMSB) .. icisisvassisssyssusasivimmsmnsnisronsssibssinsasarsmssansnrdssidiiiitasabnsisd siaisassiises s dosione £16.50
BOUQUET — ROSES & CARNATIONS & FREESIA & GYPS.(30 Blooms) ..... £17.50
BOUQUET SPECIAL — ROSES & ALSTRO or SP. CARS MIXED & CARS MIXED &
FREESIA & GYPS (50 BIOOMS) ....ociviiiemminmmnieastiimiminiininnsianasins e e e N

HOTLINE: 01481 246708

!7 5% pLEASE NOTE FOR VALENTINES-WEEK 4th to 16th
I

“EBUARY ADD £6.00 PER 12 ROSES, £11.00 PER 24 ROSES,
ROSE BOUQUET £6.00, SPECIAL £6.00. % ¢

PLEASE ORDER EARLY C/C NOT DEBTED UNTIL FEBUARY
USE THIS AD AS AN ORDER FORM PLEASE

A\ ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED [ g
£\ CHEQUES & POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO: ¢ F3
Joy's Roses & Flowers AN
Flamingo, St Sampsons, =

Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 246708
Fax: (01481) 243406
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Awards

New Year Honours

GCB
Gen Sir Michael Walker, KCB, CMG, CBE,
ADC, late R Anglian.

KCB
Lt Gen M A Willcocks, CB, late RA.

CcB
Rev Dr V Dobbin, MBE, QHC, RAChD; Maj
Gen D J M Jenkins, CBE, late QOH.

CBE
Col M O’Donoghue, late AAC; Col D H R
Stephenson, late LI; Brig C R Winfield, late
RAMC.

OBE

Lt Col R L Barrons, MBE, RA; Act Col CD A
Blessington, Sussex ACF; Lt Col G J Cary, R
Signals; Lt Col G A Douglas, A and SH; Lt Col
D C Eccles, RTR; Lt Col W J Heminsley, RE;
Lt Col A D Knyvett, RA; Lt Col A J E Malcolm,
WG; Lt Col T C R Moore, AGC; Lt Col P M
Naylor, RE; Lt Col J R W Pullinger, Para; Lt
Col J G Y Radcliffe, TD RY;Lt Col M A Straker,
LD; Lt Col J N Taylor-Firth, RTR, TA; Lt Col R
H Williams, RE; Lt Col A Workman, REME.

MBE

Capt D C J Amlot, AAC; Maj J J Ashwell, R Sig-
nals; Maj J L Atherton, RLC; Maj K Bell R Sig-
nals; Maj A D Bellingall, RE; Maj A J Bet-
teridge, REME; WO1 K Blake, AGC; Capt TE
Brown, RLC; SSgt S D Bushnell, REME; Sgt S
H Cocks, AGC; Actg Lt Col F M F Cox, Middle-
sex ACF; Maj N C Crawshaw, AAC; MajCWN
Crewdson, 9/12th L; Maj J N A Crichton-
Stuart, SG; LCpl R Croker, RLC, TA; Capt M F
Cross, RAMC, TA; Act Maj D A Davies, Here-
ford and Worcester ACF; Maj M Davis, R Sig-
nals; Maj A J Deas, RLC; Capt W R Donald,
RE, TA; WO2 M P Feehily, RAMC, TA; Maj RA
Forrest, BW; WO2 M P Fox, Coldm Gds;Capt
J W L Frost, R Signals, TA.

W02 D M Fullman, REME; Maj D Gagen,
REME; WO1 P Goodwin, CAMus; CaptCMP
Gosling, RE; Maj M P H Gouldstone, RGR;
WO2 D | Grassick, Gren Gds; Capt S T Girif-
fiths, East of England Regt, TA; Lt Col D N
Hamilton, RE; WO2 A F Hands, RGJ; WO2 N
M Harrison, 9/12th L; Act Maj A Henderson,
QOH ACF; WO2 G C Hendrickson, APTC;
WO1 B J Hitchings, BEM, Hidrs; Maj R H
Homer, RA; WO2 C D Howitt, AGC; Maj S G
Hutchinson, R Signals; Maj M C Jones, RLC;
Act Capt P F Kingston,Shropshire ACF; Act Lt
Col A J Ley, Devon ACF; Maj | P Licence,
REME; Capt C H Lomas, BEM, RLC; Capt ST
Lonnen, RLC.

Capt H M Loughborough, Int Corps; Spr C J
Mann, RE; Maj S D Marcham, Gren Gds;
WO2 M E Mason, RRW; Maj D Masters, RLC;
LBdr M J McDermott, RA; Cpl A C McGuire,
RLC, TA; Maj G | Mitchell, REME; WO2 M C
Mogford, RE; WO1 M J Morgan, RR Vols, TA;
Maj A W Murray, AGC; SSgt T F O'Grady, RE;
WO2 D Osbome, RLC; Maj R M Owsley, RLC,
TA; WO1 P A Padley, REME; WO2 R M Parr,
Para; CSgt D J Pearson, R Anglian; Maj R C
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Perrett, REME; WO2 H L Platts, QGM, Int
Corps, TA; Act Capt S E Pratt, Norfolk ACF;
WO2 S | Prowse, REME; Maj L T Quinn, RE;
Capt F A Ralph, R Anglian; Capt B D Ransom,
RA; WO1 A D Robinson, AGC; Maj AW Rus-
sell, PWRR; Capt C J Sayer, RY; Maj K
Seddon, BEM, WFR; Maj H A Simpson, AGC;
Maj M J Smart, RA; Capt A E Smith, IG; SSgt
F A Thomas, RA; Lt Col | G Tritton, RWF; Maj
T D Vaughan, RE; Maj A J Wakeman, RE; Maj
J A H Welch, RE; Capt A Whittle, AAC; Maj A
E A Wilkinson, RLC; Rev J S Williams,
RAChD, TA; WO2 M J Williams, RTR; Capt D
Wilson, BEM, LI; Maj T G W Woodman, RLC.

QVRM
SSgt LJ Clark, AGC, TA; Lt Col AC C Lapsley,
TD, R Signals, TA; WO2 D Lowry, AGC, TA;
WQO2 DY Smith, R Signals, TA; Brig AP Verey,
TD ADC, late R Signals, TA.

® John Keegan, one of Britain’s fore-
most military authors, Daily Telegraph
defence editor and former senior lecturer
RMA Sandhurst, received a knighthood

KOSOVO/MACEDONIA

cB
Maj Gen J G Reith, CBE, late Para.

CBE
Brig C C Brown, late RA; Brig T Cross, late
RLC; Brig W R Rollo, late RHG/D.

OBE
Lt Col | C Alexander, RLC; Lt Col R C L CIif-
ford, MBE, RDG; Lt Col S D Crane, RGR; Lt
Col G A Nield, RE; Lt Col J J Powe, KRH; Lt
Col J F Rowan, RAMC; Lt Col G Taylor, RE.

MBE
Maj J M Barrett, Para; Maj M A P Carleton-

Smith, IG; Capt S M Crofts, 9/12th L; SgtC T
David, WG; Maj A T Davis, RLC; Maj B C Far-
rell, IG; Capt A P Ferris, R Signals; WO2 J P
Gaughan, BEM, RE; Maj P D P Hankinson,
QRL; Maj D J Hudson, RA; Capt G A Jenkins,
RLC; Capt A P Lambert, RLC; Maj J C Petrie,
AGC; Maj G C Price, RA; WO2 A L Roberts,
AGC; SSgt J T Sorbie, AGC; WO1 N C Stan-
ton, RLC; Maj R K Tomlinson, RE; Cpl K Y
Turner, R Signals; WO2 S L Willett, Int Corps.

Qcvs
Maj C C Benfield, RE; SSgt R M Cannon,
AGC; SSgt P J Carney, REME; Col N A Clis-
sitt, late RA; WO2 J F Cross, RLC; Maj Gen F
R Dannatt, CBE, MC, late GH; SSgt M C Duff,
R Signals; Brig A R Freer, OBE, late Para; Maj
P J Fuller, RE; Col R | Harrison, OBE, late
RLC; Lt Col S J D Harrison, MBE, RTR; Lt Col
M G Hickson, RLC; Maj AT D Jackson, Para;
Sgt K D Jamieson, QARANC:; Maj | D Jeffries,
MBE, Int Corps; Sig D P Kirby, R Signals; Sgt
J AMaclachlan, AGC; LCpl G A Mallett, AGC;

W02 RF Mercer, RLC; Brig D W Mont-
gomery, late RDG; Lt Col J G Mullin, MBE,
RE; Cpl D J Nelson, RE; MajA D Norris, RE;Lt
Col A W Phillips, MBE, RLC; Capt J M Pilgrim,
QARANC; Maj S P Simonini, BEM, RE;Lt Col
I R Sinclair, RA; Maj C N R Skeat, RE; WO2 J
C St Mart, Para; Capt M T H Tomlyn, Int
Corps; Capt M P Walton-Knight, RE; Maj R P
Warren, RA; Maj D Wilson, RE; Col J N
Wolsey, OBE, late AGC; Maj A M Wright,
Para.

in support of operations in Kosovo

CB
Maj Gen A R D Pringle, CBE, late RGJ.

CBE
Col C W Tadier, late RA.

OBE
Lt Col C R M Stagg, Scots DG.

MBE
Cpl W R Bale, RE; Capt G S McLane, RLC;
Maj J G Wilford, Para.

Joint Commanders’ Commendations
- Kosovo and Macedonia

Capt G V Baker, RE; Cpl D Balloch, RE; Maj J
Bentley, RLC; Capt S A Betty, RA; SSgt A F
Bloomfield, REME; WO2 R L S Bonner, IG;
Sgt A Byrne, REME; Capt | J Church, RE; Cpl
G Collins, RLC; Maj J M Copinger-Symes,
Para; MajA S Ferrie, RLC; Maj A D Firth, RWF;
Sgt P Francis, RGBW; Cpl M R Gale, Para;
Rfn J Gurung, RGR; WO2 T Gurung, RGR;
Capt J Hall, LI; Cpl M D Hellicar, REME; Cpl D
AHolmes, RLC; Act SSgt AM Jones, RE; LCpl
SAKew, Para; CaptLD Lines, QARANC; Maj
J N McAvoy, REME; Bdr ND R G Manuel,
RA; Cpl C Newbrook, RE; Cpl S Page, R Sig-
nals; Capt C A Robson, RA; Maj S J Shirley,
RLC; Gnr D Sobey, RA; SSgt P A Sullivan,
RE; Maj C L Tickell, RE; Maj C F Warren,
RGR; Maj M R Wills, Para.
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New year,

new debt

Cari Roberts answers your questions

We have
seriously

overspent on Christmas
and I'm worried that
we’re not going to
manage without
borrowing more money,
which will just make
things worse. — UK wife.

Cari replies: Borrowing more money
may well make things worse. Make a list
of all your outgoing and outstanding
bills. Then plan regular payments to
reduce what you owe slowly and in small
amounts.

If you think this is going to be beyond
you, make an appointment to talk to
someone at your bank who can give you
detailed advice. Whatever you do, don’t
leave it and hope it’ll sort itself out.

| have made a resolution to
go back to work. The

children are nearly off our hands and |
want to do something positive. | would
describe myself as middle-aged. Am | too
old to start something new? - UK wife.

Cari replies: I wonder how vou define
“middle age”. There certainly is ageism
in the workplace but you shouldn’t let it
put you off. There are many areas in
which everyone, young or old, is having
to learn new skills, Have vou considered
training in I'T? This is a real growth
industry and employers are desperate to
find people who are conversant with the
latest developments. Check out local
colleges for part-time courses and look in
your local newspaper for training
opportunities. A word of warning: check
to see how fees are charged and if your
agency will deduct a commission.

G Ca1i comments s

EVERY year at this time | hear from people
who have got themselves into financial trou-
ble. There's no doubt that it is easily done
and it's nothing to feel ashamed about.

Many of us, inexperienced with money
matters, suddenly find that we have over-
estimated our ability to pay off a rapidly
mounting debt. The key is to recognise that
there is a problem and not to panic.

If you've got yourself into a muddle, take
professional advice from your bank (it'll be
be free) and be prepared for a long, slow
haul out of trouble. The Army Families
Advice Bureau has many factsheets on

® Troops deployed in snowed-up
Kosovo enjoyed 10,000 cans of lager and
bitter and a feast of cakes thanks to an
international operation mounted by

Naafi. As the weather gave no signs of

abating, Naafi asked its commercial part-
ners — Bass, Spar and Bulmers Cider - to
donate cans and cakes. The goodies were
delivered by the Eddie Stobart haulage
firm in a 5'/>-day journey over 1,870 miles
to Pristina. Warrior Group, which pro-
vides financial services to the Army, met
the cost of fuel.

@ If vou haven’t already done so, it is
not too late to make a contribution to
Children’s Promise, the millennium
appeal for an hour’s salary to help young-
sters facing abuse or living in poverty.
Many soldiers have alreadv pledged an
hour’s pay, which for someone earning
£10,000 a year or £200 a week would be
£5. Cheques or postal orders made out to
the appeal should be sent to Children’s
Promise, Bristol BS38 7ER. Credit card
or debit card donations may be made by
phone to 0870 607 1999.

Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 0171 591 2000
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569

Army Welfare Service 01722 436565
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
British Limbless Ex-Service

Men'’s Association 0181 590 1124
Confidential support lines:

L S

Others UK 1980 630854

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 0181 543 6333

Family Escort Service UK 0171 463 9249;
Germany JHQ Mil 2272 or 02161 472272
Gulf Families Association 0121 711 3028
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065

money management. They should be avail- UK 0800 731 4880 Joint Service Housing Advice
able in your local a!dwce centre. Germany 0800 1827 395 Office 01722 436575
@ f you would like to share a problem or Cyprus 08091065 National Gulf Veterans and
koffer some advice, write to Cari c/o Sold:er.) \_Bosnia 0800 731 4880 Families Association 01482 833812
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which, in addition to the six-station con-

nitiative called the Oasis @ the Gun Club

_

THE Government has extended the
MoD’s war widow grant-in-aid scheme
through to 2001, which means this could
be its last full year.

Run by the Royal British Legion for the
Government since 1985, the scheme
enables war widows to visit their hus-
bands’ graves once at an eighth of the
normal cost. Most travellers in the past
few vears have been visiting a grave in a
foreign cemetery for the first time.

Groups are escorted by a member of

War widow pilgrimages
to run for another year

the Legion’s Pilgrimage Department and
supported by a member of the National
Council and a standard bearer. Medical
staff are normally provided by Regular
and volunteer forces.

Separate “Remember Them” tours are
available from those more interested in
the military aspects of campaigns.

For a brochure, contact Remembrance
Travel, Royal British Legion Village,
Aylesford, Kent ME20 7NX or ring
01622 716182.

THE MoD wants to include anyone
employed on radiation work before 1980
on a national register used to determine
rates of cancer and other causes of death.

Since 1980 the MoD has been a major
contributor to the National Register for
Radiation Workers (NRRW), a database
run by the National Radiological Protec-
tion Board.

Dara correlated from the NRRW and
Office for National Statistics on causes of
death and cancer registrations allows the
board to determine workers listed on the
database who have died of different
causes or developed cancer. Rates of
cancer and other causes of death can then
be compared with those within the UK

RBL's Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90
Service Children’s Education 01980
618244
Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 0171 403 8783
SSAFA Forces Help housing
advisory service 01722 436400
Veterans’ Advice Unit 08456 020302
War Pensions Agency 01253 858 858
WRVS 01235 442954

@ To include a number, contact the Editor
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Pre-1979 names sought to
update radiation database

for each disease and tested against the
level of radiation exposure to see if any
relationship exists.

Pre-1979 data is held on paper records,
which the MoD, in partnership with the
Department of Health and the Health
Safety Executive, now wants to comput-
erise.

Specific data will include the dosimetry
service identity number, family name,
forename, sex, name of employer, service
or pay number, national insurance
number, National Health Service
number, entry date, birth date, job code,
rank or title and accumulated annual
radiation exposure. Personal medical his-
tory will not be included.

Any effect of radiation exposure, if one
exists, is more likely to be identified by
the inclusion of this older group of work-
ers in the study population, says the
MoD.

Anyone employed on radiation work
before 1980 who does not wish to have
their data transferred may opt out by
writing to the Dosimetry Manager,
Approved Dosimetry Service, DERA
Radiation Protection Services, Institute
of Naval Medicine, Crescent Road,
Alverstoke, Gosport, Hants PO12 2DL
requesting that their name be excluded.

Lwlltshlre SN9 6BE.

Home truths

Sue Bonney

Introducing a regular
column by the Editor of
the Army Families
Journal, quarterly
magazine of the Army
Families Federation

My friend's
&% new kitchen
was state-of-the-Ark

THREE friends of mine recently moved — not
an unusual occurrence in the Army. But did
they move from one reasonably modern family
house to another? Were the houses of similar
size and standard? Did the estate warden pro-
duce a bunch of flowers with the keys?

What do you think? One inherited a kitchen
Mrs Noah probably thought was state-of-the-
Ark. A large kitchen, true — but if she wants
more than four units, it's a trip to MFI to spend
what's left of the Disturbance
Allowance, and a quick course
in DIY as her husband will not
be around to put them up.

Her kitchen is due for
upgrade, as is every other
house on the patch — but that
won't happen this year
because the Defence Housing
Executive is currently short of funds. So it's
make-the-best-of-things time . . . again.

The Army Families Federation has just
published a list of concerns raised by Army
families worldwide over eight months of
1999, catchily entitled Families’ Concerns. It
will come as no surprise to married readers of
Soldier that the subject taking up half the list
is housing.

LACK OF MAINTENANCE

You've contacted us about the standard of
quarters, ancient kitchens and bathrooms,
damp, inadequate heating, lack of mainte-
nance or choice, delays in repairs, march-out
procedures, allocation and entitlement policy,
rent arrears, upgrades and downgrades.

A quarter may be an SFA — Service Fami-
lies Accommodation — to the MoD, but to you
it's your home for the next few years (hope-
fully) . . . and it MATTERS.

As one wife told us at a recent CGS Brief-
ing Team families' session: “If the Army could
provide an assured decent standard of hous-
ing across the board, it would go a long way
towards improving retention”.

BEST OF SHAMBLES

Is it too much for soldiers and their families
to expect a good, consistent standard of
housing (and let's not forget single living
accommodation) wherever they go, rather
than making the best of whatever shambles
they are presented with?

It would be nice to think that, amid the con-
cern about lack of budget for equipment,
thought is also given to the lack of funding for
welfare, especially housing. A Policy for
People sounds good - but where is the
money to turn it into practical results on the
patch?

® Families' Concerns — issues raised with
the Army Families Federation April to
December 1999 is available from AFF Cen-
tral Office, Trenchard Lines, Upavon, Pewsey,




Millennium challenge

Sappers win their

race against time

Start and finish: Spr Darren Farrington
was one of 11 Royal Engineers who cel-
ebrated the arrival of the new millenni-
um by completing a 22-day non- stop
race around the four “corners” of
Britain — John o'Groat’s, Cape Wrath,
Land's End and Dover - for charity.

The speedy sappers gave up Christ-
mas with their families to take part in
the 2,400-mile race against time. Start-
ing at the Millennium Dome on Decem-
ber 9, their deadline was to be back at
the Greenwich landmark by New Year’s
Eve.

Running in continuous relays, each
member of the team completed the
equivalent of a half-marathon every
day. Maj Paul Pendlebury, one of the
runners, said: “It was hard work, but the
thought of helping people less fortu-
nate than ourselves kept us going.’

All the money raised by the Sapper
Challenge — one of several ambitious
projects backed by the Army to mark
the turn of the century — will be split
between the Army Benevolent Fund
and Children’s Promise.

Other members of the team were Maj
David Southall, SSgt Tony Neild, Sgt
Des Murney, Cpl John Varadinet-Skel-
ton, LCpl Matt Maddock, LCpl Mac
McLaren, LCpl Paul Newton, LCpl Matt
Arlow and LCpl Johnathan Waller.
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Swiss Army tool (Nov issue):

Record-holder
Ken dies at 81

FORMER advertisement
manager Ken Pemberton
Wood, whose 33-year record
as Soldier’s longest-serving
staff member has never been
surpassed, has died at the age
of 81.

As a Royal Artillery captain
promoted in the field from
staff sergeant, Ken was an
Army public relations officer
with Fd Marshal Mont-
gomery at Luneberg Heath
when the Germans surren-
dered in 1945.

He joined Soldier later that
year and served in various
commercial capacities until
retiring in 1978,

Reg worked on

war-time Soldier

FORMER Fleet Street jour-
nalist Reg Foster, who as a
Second World War lieutenant
worked for the unit which
produced Army journals
including Soldier, has died
aged 95.

In the 1960s, working for
the Daily Sketch, he was one
of two reporters sent to
prison for refusing to reveal
sources in the Vassall security
scandal.

/’

K A Barnes, Penarth, South
Glamorgan.

December prnze-wmners

70. Gen Moshe Dayan

™

71. 1967
72. My Lai

Answer: 23 functions. 10. Sedgemoor in 1685 . Gen Norman Schwarzkopf 73. Kelly's Heroes
11. Henry V 40. Capt Laurence Oates 74. De-mountable Rack Off-load
Three copies of Tim Riley’s 12. Self-loading rifle 41. Mau Mau and Pick-up System
Operation Deliberate Force 13. Afootball 42. Guy Crouchback 75. Pete!'_O'T_oote
(Nov): H J Williams, Aber- 14. Motorcycle . 43. Chindits 76. Stabdu_sallon Force
gavenny, Monmouthshire; CA 15. The Floya! Anglian Regmem 44, East Timor ;; (Li_en!Sw R;)%erl Wh:eeler
Stone, RAO, 9/12 L, Swanton 16. Congressional Medal of Honour 45. Nuremberg . Lieutenant Colonel
! : - 17. Montgomery 46. Marlon Brando 79. Archduke Franz Ferdinand of

Morley, Norfolk; Maj C M Siss- ;

18. Rex Hunt 47. Robert Duvall Austria
Fra‘ncksen, JIC, HQ KFOR 19. 19 48. The Maquis 80. General Belgrano
Main, BFEO 561. Answer: Lt 20. Islander 49. Gl Blues 81. Turkey
Gen Sir Michael Rose (1994). 21. Acorn 50. Asniper rifle 82. Prince Philip and Prince Andrew

e 22. White Helmets 51. Exeter, Ajax and Achilles 83. Ho Chi Minh
Millennium military moments 23. Bravo Two Zero 52. The tank 84. Michael Caine
wj'zé%ec)t E‘Egt m K{f"?’] TrgA 24, Sgtlan McKay and Lt Col H 53, All Quiet on the Western Front 85. Douglas MacArthur
g eg attisham Alr- Jones 54. Lord Haw Haw 86. Amember of the RAF

field, |pSWEC.h Answer: Sqldier 25, From Here to Eternity 55. Operation Desert Storm 87. Utah, Gold and Omaha
slogan: British Army — trained for 26 René Artois 56. Yomp 88. Bernard Cornwell
war, working for peace. 27. Group Captain 57. Penicillin 89. The Rhine (or Lower Rhine)

28. The Adjutant’s 58. Vienna 90. Where Eagles Dare

Answers to the 100 millenni- 29. AFew Good Men 59. Stanley Kubrick 91. Germany
um quiz questions: 30. Spion Kop 60. Arnhem 92. Dame Vera Lynn
1. Kukri 31. Tipperary 61. Sarajevo 93. 1941
2. Noel Coward 32. Aknot 62. AK47 94, Baden-Powell
3. Lee Enfield 33. Omdurman 63. Gen Sir Peter de la Billiere 95. Vickers
4. Rommel 34, He drowned 64. The lron Duke 96, Apacked lunch
5. Apache 35. The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 65. The Longest Day 97. Britain declared war on
P
6. The Channel Islands 36. Cyprus 66. 1857 Germany
7. Amazing Grace 37. Spain, Portugal, Ireland, 67. Egypt 98. Anthony Quinn
8. Kosovo Sweden and Switzerland 88. The Bridge on the River Kwai 99. The Tet Offensive
g
9. Crimean War 38. Or Glory 69. Tom Hanks 100. Empty tomb
2
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World of wheels

willows with a Morgan

THE air was smooth and cool. With a
strange and thrilling sibilance the wind

curled over the little windscreen, flowing &8
coldly on my face and stinging my eyes, 4

writes Syd Taylor.

As the engine droned on, my thoughtsj

ebbed and flowed with the off-beat burble

of the V8: here at last was affinity with S8

nature and harmony with the open road.
The shackles of modern motoring had
gone; this was an unfettered drive in a real
car — a Morgan.

It would be a difficult task to explain
the existence of the Morgan to a visitor
from space — for this is a car which breaks
almost every rule in the book.

According to evolutionary logic it
simply should not exist. In a market-place
where smooth styling, aerodynamic effi-
ciency and sound ergonomics are the
norm, it is difficult in the extreme to justi-
fy the premium attached to an ergonomi-
cally questionable two-seater with a body
built on an ash frame and whose origins
go back more than 50 years.

WARPED LOGIC
Add to this anachronistic formula a
bold disregard for basic motoring practi-
caljty and you begin to approach the
warped logic of a Morgan. With

most of these cars des- T \ sp‘g

tined for real enthusiasts,

from the engine. Either side of the steer-
ing-column are the rev counter and
speedo, but you can hardly read them
because the small wheel obscures them!

Standard of fit and finish inside the
Morgan is excellent, just as you would
expect from a car which has been hand-
built.

Stowage-space in the cockpit is limited
to a glove-box and door pockets and
there’s not much room
behind the seats with the

Road test: Morgn Plus 8

the shortcomings hardly
matter and sales are
healthy indeed, with a
three-year waiting list for
a new one.

In a Morgan vou can
see, feel and hear England
in all her glory, but behind
that minimalist nature lies
a sports-car of true qual-
ity and capability. Inside

ENGINE 4.6-litre V8, 195bhp| hood lowered - as it

STEERING Rack-and-pinion

BRAKES Front, discs; rear,
drums

SUSPENSION Front, inde-
pendent sliding pillars with
coil springs, rear, semi-ellipti-
cal leaf springs

PRICE £40,000 (app)

should nearly always be.

For the driver it’s easy
to achieve a happy posi-
tion as you get comfort-
able on a seat offering
good lateral support.
There isn’t much room
around the pedals, which
are fairly closely spaced,
but you can just squeeze

there’s no sign of gim-

micky distractions like satellite naviga-
tion, trip computer or digital instruments:
naturally in a hand-built car the emphasis
is on the quality of construction rather
than an array of goodies. The car has obvi-
ously been designed by a person rather
than a computer.

You sit on leather seats facing tradition-
al-looking instruments and a polished
wood dash, but the modern steering-
wheel is thick-rimmed and rather small
a bigger one would be better. Offset to the
left"are four gauges relaying information
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your left foot between the
clutch and transmission tunnel once up
to cruising speed.

Of course, in an open car visibility is
fine, with all four corners easily sighted so
it’s simple to place it accurately on the
road. Everything inside the cockpit is
within reach and the only exception is the
slightly-awkward “fly-off” type hand-
brake under the dash. A short drop from
the wheel and vour hand is around the
fairly short gear-stick, which functions
well as you snick through the five gears
transmitting power to the back wheels.

And with such a powerful unit there
might be some cause for concern in pilot-
ing the Plus 8 — however, it is free of han-
dling vices. It is, of course, heavier in feel
than the modern sports cars you might be
used to, but it is sure-footed, safe and
solid in motion. Heavy-footed use of
throttle brings squeals of delight from
tyres and you can bring the tail out — even
on a dry road. In today’s sanitised world
of motoring, a Plus 8 shines like a beacon.

The suspension means the ride is hard
by modern standards, but you never feel
uncomfortable even on bumpy surfaces.

Once into the stride, the V8’s gurttural
snarl stirs the emotions, evoking a world
of Bulldog Drummond or maybe even Mr
Toad as it recreates the joys of sports-car
motoring in its heyday. The car has no
major faults and is without doubt a great
success.

PRICE SHOCK

First reaction on hearing of the Plus 8’s
near-£40,000 price tag was one of sheer
incredulity that there could be a market
for such a car when better-performing
sports cars are available for far less.

But if you are prepared to pay out you
will find yourself growing to love it, for it
gives you a style of motoring that is no
longer easily available.

How it will survive in a world of elec-
tronically-enforced speed limits and auto-
matic monitoring of every vehicle remains
to be seen. In the meantime, the open
road calls.

——=




Sinclair’s golden shot

MA] Martin Sinclair, pictured, had gold
in his sights when he represented Scot-
land at the Commonwealth Shooting
Federation championships
in Auckland, New Zealand.

The TA officer, serving
with the 52nd Lowland
Regiment, took top prize in
the 50m three-position
pairs event and finished
fifth in both the individual
50m prone and the individ-
ual 50m three-position
events. Last year he secured
fourth place at the Com-
monwealth Games in
Malaysia.

Runners are hot to trot
A TEAM of six instructors from the
Army’s School of Close Combat Infantry
Training Centre, Wales will tackle the
toughest foot-race on earth, the Sahara
Marathon, to raise cash for Ty-Hafen
Children’s Hospice. The race covers143
miles over six days in temperatures
reaching 50C and competitors must
carry everything they need apart from a
tent and water.

The hospice opened last year and takes
children from all over the United King-
dom. Donations should be made payable
to Ty-Hafen Children’s Hospice (Regis-
tered charity 1047912).

Take the challenge
SOLDIERS can help grant wishes to ter-
minally ill children next month by taking
part in a major charity event in Northern
Ireland. The event, Take The Challenge,
in support of the Starlight Children
Foundation, consists of three activities, a
five-a-side football competition, a
quadrathlon and a paintball knockout
competition,

If you would like to take part, or if you
can sponsor someone, contact SSgt
Marc Corner (APTC) at HQ 3 Inf Bde,
BFPO 809 (Mil (9)491 47594 or civ
01762 360595).

Winning end to century
FINISHING the century as they meant
to begin the next one, the Army football
team beat the officers’ side, The Cru-
saders, 2-0 at Bordon.

B HAMPSHIRE gained revenge for last
season’s six-goal thrashing at Eastleigh
by beating the Army 1-0 at the Military
Stadium, Aldershot. This was the Army’s
opening fixture in defence of the South
West Counties championship which they
won last season.

Knuckles turned as white as the water during
the annual racing championships, but the best
Army slalom paddlers were shaken not stirred

THERE wasn’t a dry eye in the house at
the Army white-water racing champi-
onships on the River Dee at Llangollen,
Wales.

Fierce competition ensured there
wasn’t a dry anything else either as the
Service’s top talents battled for honours
over the 4km time-trial course of quick-
moving water.

“Basically, the fastest paddler from
start to finish in as straight a line as the
river will let you go, who is still in the
canoe — and upright — at the finish line is
the winner,” said Maj Colin Calderwood,
RA.

IDEAL CONDITIONS

On the first day of the two-day compe-
tition, paddlers took advantage of the
ideal water conditions for a training ses-
sion followed by the team event in the
afternoon.

The Serpent’s Tail, very appropriately
named for the “bite” it gives the unwary,
was big and bouncy, but with an obvious
line to take. However, it required a great
deal of skill and guts to negotiate success-
fully the Town Falls feature.

Demanding conditions meant team
runs proved eventful, with many of the

'3

top paddlers and whole teams taking early
baths.

Final winners were 12 Regiment RA
who, led by LLBdr Andy McCullough,
deservedly took the title with the fastest
time of the day and no swimmers.

Overnight the water level fell slightly,
making the course less bouncy but actual-
ly more technically difficult, as the obvi-
ous lines of the previous day disappeared.

“The difficulty of the course was shown
by the number of paddlers doing under-
water races at various stages,” said Maj
Calderwood.

SSgt Andy Dunne (ITC Catterick)
won the Blue Ribbon event, the men’s
K1, while Cpl Lisa Dunn (ATR Pir-
bright) took the women’s K1.

The Canadian event was a clean sweep
for 5 Regiment RA, with Sgt Tony Harris
and Bdr Daz Hall winning the C2 and
Gnr Flash Cutter the C1.

B International canoeist Capt Pete
Francis (Para) is fighting his way back to
fitness after undergoing surgery on the
collarbone injury which forced him to
miss this year’s racing championships. He
is one of six Great Britain internationals
in the Army team and is hoping to win a
place at the Sydney Olympics in 2000.

- C

Deep end: Winning the battle to stay upright is Cpl Mike Thorp (ITC Catterick)
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Shaking the Serpent’s Tail
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It you are interested in
learning more about the
Squadron we are on the

Internet or telephone

Freephone

0800 163925

for further details.

The Squadron is a Royal Signals Territorial Army Unit that provides |
communications support.

We can offer interested individuals the opportunity to join the
Territorial Army from their civilian life, or Regulars leaving the
Army the chance to maintain their links with the Army and to
continue to use the skills they have learned during their service.

We are a specialist unit that is spread across the South Coast and
in London. Individuals will be expected to train for a minimum of 27
days a year which includes a 15-day camp and a number of
selected weekends. There is always the opportunity for travel 2
abroad. You can also volunteer for parachute selection if you wish. Nty
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- |> Baxters of Yarm (Military Direct)
Fairfax Court, High Street, Yarm TS15 9QZ
1 Military Direct = 01642 888405

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock
Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

JM.BICKERTON

Manufucturing Jewelkers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
I: ”l’lg rs at our \l,ifl\l roon W {'l'l”l’”.’il
. HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
RLC E.mail jmb@ regimentalbrooches.co.uk
9ct gold £130 Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

N\
¢ Military

Marketing
International

Suppliers of Plagues. Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:

74-77 STEWARD STREET,
SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7AF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Minimum order 25 shields — £10.95.

\ No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50 /

@

Vital equipment
for all night operations

Reputed to be the easiest
products in the world to

read in low light conditions...
even in total darkness.

S3101P
£139.99 +p&p

COMm

In the Dark?
Come and see at

www.traser-u

Map reader
£09.99+p&p

Buy both the watch and map
reader for just £199.99 inc p&p
Saving a massive £44.94

R Meda
Send SAE for
details.

ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723
Credit Card Holders - 8am-7pm. Monday to Saturday.
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OR BY POST:
CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH,
DEVON. PL8 1DH
ENGLAND
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Army finish second as exhausted
Broadsword limps across line

EXERCISE Transglobe, the Services’
most ambitious-ever sailing race, ended
with the millennium, writes Graham
Bound. More than 314 men and women
from the Army, the Roval Navy and the
Royal Air Force helped to take the three
Nicholson 55 yachts 31,173 miles around
the world.

When the protest hearings had been
heard (it was sometimes a bitterly fought
race), it emerged that Racer’s 21 points
had brought victory to the RAF.

In points terms, at least, the other boats
were close behind with 22 each. Thanks
to her larger tally of leg victories,
Broadsword was awarded second place.

For Broadsword, the leg back home
across the Atlantic from Antigua was by

Homeward bound: Broadsword hit by problems
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far the toughest.

Lagging two 7 ‘1‘11 0l =
weeks behind W BRI

the others, the
Army’s brave
old boat struggled across the Gosport
finishing line in mid-December.,

Her tardy finish was due to an alarming
series of problems.

With one crew-member injured, the
boat experienced two fires, an explosion,
a near collision with a large ship, a force
ten storm and a broken fresh-water
maker. There was, however, no shortage
of sea water in the boat. Broadsword had
long suffered from leaks, but as the
Atlantic conditions became worse the
crew manned the pumps almost constant-
ly. No one was surprised when the
skipper decided to divert to the
Azores.

“She looked like she'd been
around the world,” said one of the
race organisers who watched and
applauded as Broadswerd limped
heroically back into Gosport.

Prizes were being presented at a
special reception in Greenwich on
January 22, with the major tro-
phies being handed over to the
winning skippers by the Princess
Roval.

All  Transglobe sailors will
receive a medal as a permanent
reminder of their adventure.
Rumours of submariners’ dolphin
insignia  being awarded to
Broadsword crews are unfounded.

W ARMY sailors may not have won
the Transglobe, but in other
respects it was a good vear for sol-
diers under sail.

Two of the Army’s best-known
boats, Longbow and Redcoat, were
worked hard from March to
November,  participating  in,
among other events, the Fastnet.

And the smaller boats main-
tained a high profile. Led by Maj
Ben Archer RA, the Sigma 38
boats made clean sweep of their
class inshore and offshore champi-
onships. The Sigma crews have
been nominated for the 1999
Combined Services Sports Board
Team Award.

Awards inspire talent

SEVENTEEN of the Army’s most
promising sportsmen and women have
received new sports scholarships. The
£15,000 scheme, initiated by British
Aerospace, is a three-year programme
aimed at young soldiers with sporting
talent who aspire to national honours.
The awards were presented by the Adju-
tant General, Gen Sir Alex Harley, with
the military adviser to BA Systems, Maj
Gen Mike Tennant (Retd).

The 17 chosen individuals cover a
wide range of sports and their perfor-
mances will be closely monitored. The
Army already has schemes in place to
assist its national and Olympic competi-
tors but the attraction of this new initia-
tive is that it will help athletes to break
through to national recognition.

L ‘43

Top talent: Sportsmen with Gen Harley, right

Scania sponsor rugby

SCANIA Defence Services, the special-
ist-arm of the truck manufacturer Scania
dedicated to military vehicle sales and
support, is to become the Year 2000
main-sponsor of the Army Rugby
Union’s senior XV. The sponsorship,
which will see the team’s shirts bearing
the name of Scania, extends into the pro-
vision of playing kit, equipment and
transportation for the squad.

Marathon effort

FOUR members, including SSgt Dave
Marsh from 47 AD Sqn RLC, complet-
ed the New York City Marathon in a bid
to raise money for the charity Cancer
and Leukaemia in Children (CLIC).

CLIC was the chosen charity because
SSgt Marsh’s son was diagnosed with
cancer when he was two. He is now 11
and leads a normal life thanks to the
charity, who were there to provide for
him during his long illness.

Gunners take title

THE Roval Artillery has won the Inter
Corps water-polo championships for the
first time, beating the Royal Marines 4-2
in the final.




Sport

Faulkner takes
Services prizes

A FIRST=class course at Knighton Down,
[arkhill, brought out the best from riders
competing in the Army and Royal
Artillery hunter trials.

Civilians took on riders from the Ser-
vices in four classes run over three cours-
es. A good novice entry of 144, including
54 from the Ser-
vices, had to con-
tend with 21 jumps
under 3ft. The class
was again sponsored
by Wilsons Hogg
Robinson, the finan-
cial advisers who have
supported the event
for more than 50
years. First Service-
man, and second in
the class, was Gnr
Jeremy Faulkner of
The King’s Troop
RHA on Hamilton.

He won the Poett
and Gillman Cups.

Up for it: Capt Grant
Chanter (The King's
Troop RHA) takes off on

Capt Hugh Jelly,
also King’s Troop,
won the Subalterns’
Prize on Abel Snore-

Rocket in the novice class ham.

Maj Gen Evelyn
Webb-Carter, GOC London District,
riding Herman, won the Alderson Bowl.

The leading Servicemen and sixth in
the class for pairs were Capt Hugh Jelly
and Capt Tony Brumwell (King’s Troop),
riding Abel Snoreham and Bartholomew
Badger. They won the 7th Queen’s Own
Hussars Cup and the Christopher Mal-
lock Trophy. The class was sponsored by
EDS Defence Ltd.

Another member of King’s Troop, Bdr
Graham Innes on Herzagova, was the first
Serviceman home in the intermediate
class sponsored by Alenia Marconi Sys-
tems Ltd. He won the Hamilton and
Woolwich Cups.

OPEN CLASS

Fourth home in the open class, spon-
sored by Land Rover Ltd, were Capt Will
Lynch (14 Regt RA) and John, who won
the King’s Royal Irish Hussars Cup and
the D’Arcy Cup.

B An impressive silver gilt trophy has
been made available by the Royal
Artillery for this year’s Coronation Cup

race at the United Services Point-to-Point

at Larkhill on Saturday, February 19.
The first race is at 1230. Entryis £12a

car or £6 on production of an Armed

Forces ID card.

BOXING

Fight

For a short time last
month the spotlight
of the professional
boxing world fell on
Maida Gym, Aldershot

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures Graeme Main

MAIDA Gym, home to the Army boxing
squad, had never seen anything like it. For
three weeks, the lenses of the world’s
media focused on British heavyweight
champ Julius Francis as he prepared to go
up against the most feared man in boxing:
a fighter so unhinged he has been known
to mistake the opening bell for the dinner
gong.

The Tyson-Francis match was hyped
into the boxing contest in Britain for years
and the Army were quick off the mark to
play a trump PR card. In the run-up to
the fight the 35-year-old Londoner was
invited to live and train with the
Army.

Francis, who has never served
in the Army, slept at the physical
training instructors’ barracks in
Queens Avenue and ate in the
sergeants’ mess.

CREATURE COMFORTS

There was no TV in his room
and few creature comforts. “There
are no distractions,” Francis told
Soldier before the fight. “It helps
to concentrate the mind. The
facilities here are second to none;
there is nothing like it.”

Every morning Francis was up
early for a training run before
tucking in to breakfast in the
mess. That was followed by gym
work.

It was in stark contrast to
Tyson’s preparations: he and his
travelling circus took over an
entire floor in a top London hotel

Pl

at a cost of hundreds of thousands  gentle encouragement to a terrified Julius Francis

of pounds.

For the Army boxers it was business as
usual in the gym as they pushed on with
their own training programme. SSgt Neil
McCallum, Army boxing coach, boomed
out encouragement to his squad as they

went through their workouts, sparring
and working with pads and bags.

In the centre of the gym, Francis con-
centrated on his own routine, picking up
on the vibes of the soldiers amupd him.
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Logging on: Francis works out with the Paras for the benefit of photographers. Away from

the cameras, the heavyweight stayed well clear of the assault course for fear of injury

“I feel all this positive energy that is
coming off these people,” he said, looking
at the dozens of Army boxers working up
a sweat around him. “They are all looking
at me expectantly.”

Francis’s manager, Frank Maloney,
was impressed with the way the Army
does things. “The most important thing is
the discipline that runs through the sol-
diers here and that is something Julius has
picked up on.

“The facilities here are terrific,” said
Maloney who has extensive experience of
boxing set-ups all over the world.

FIGHTING CHANCE

Francis knew the script of what was
supposed to happen when he climbed
through the ropes in Manchester, but he
had given himself a fighting chance.

The British Army can’t work miracles,
but it does have the best man-motivators
in the world . . . the officers and NCOs
who make it their business to ensure the
men they lead achieve more than they
ever thought possible.

That belief was the most valuable thing
Francis, a very long-odds underdog, took
with him into the ring against Mad Mike.
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B THE Army boxing squad has been busy
taking on the best of British, with 12 con-
tests against opponents from the Royal
Navy, Roval Air Force, Police, and
London and the Western Counties. The
Army secured team victories at all but one
match, the most emphatic victory being
an 8-1 win over London at Croydon.

The team’s novices also started their
bids to become national champions with
ten winning their way through to the quar-
ter-finals.

Cpl Chris Bessey (RLC) has also been
busy at two Olympic-qualifying tourna-
ments in Finland and Turkey, losing on
both occasions to a Turkish opponent.
Bessey has, however, secured qualification
for the European Championships.

The first half of the season has been a
great success for the team, which includes
many new faces. Preparations are under
way for the novice and senior ABA cham-
pionships and tours to South Africa and
Cyprus.

Boxing coach McCallum said: “I am
very impressed with the team’s perfor-
mance so far but I still believe there is
more and better things to come before the
end of the season.”

Oarsmen pull together

A COMBINED team of 18 men and
women Army rowers took on the Argen-
tine Olympic team in a regatta in Buenos
Aires in a symbolic act of reconciliation.
The experienced master’s four won
and the eight (pictured) lost by a short
distance over the 1,500m course.

Christmas sleighs Army

SGT Phil Payne, left, a member of the
British Army (Germany) cricket team
which toured Australia, chats to Queens-
land all-rounder Mike “Christmas” Day
so-called because he was born in the
Christmas Islands — at Canberra. The

tourists twice
came up against
Christmas, who
turned out
against them for
the Capital Terri-
tories Cricket
Academy in a
two-day match
and a limited-
overs game.

The BA(G)
team, led by WO1 Carl Saunders, suf-
fered several heavy defeats during the
nine-match tour, which included fixtures
against Services sides and a match on the
legendary Bradman Oval in Bowral.

Gunners in Barbados

CRICKETERS selected from through-
out the Royal Artillery played seven
matches on a winter tour of Barbados,
losing five and winning two. After defeats
by the powerful Barbados Defence
Force, Government Security CC
(against whom Paul Bates hit a fine 88)
and Conrad Hunte XI, the gunners
played superbly to defeat the previously
unbeaten Barbados Police. Thanks to
Tim Osman hitting a magnificent 120,
they-also beat a tremendous Windward
side led by Ian Bradshaw, the fearsomely
quick Barbados opening bowler.




Suoussfui and injury free running starts with the correct foatwear. We at the Company St
Running Shoes from the an

This Month’s Best Shoe
Deal

New Balance 712

Fantastic Price for versatile shog,

with “abzorb” cushioning
rp £50
' Price £29.99

winning, ever popular on or Gortex lined, ightweight
£60 h h
off-road shoe s » it waterproal shoe for
; rep £50 3 Price all conditions
(S Price £44.99 mp £100
Karrimor KIMM 35 3 .
KSB 200 A (lassic mouniain marathan
Brifliant 3 Season Boot nma;«
a classic that ‘Istnr;dandtm (S Price £43.99
o Heart Rate Monitors
(S Price £79.99 ' The 3 newest monitors for you
to maximise the benefit of
your exercise time
Lt Classic muam (5 mmﬂ
For “off-road” trails Advnced 1 100 N Price £89.99
but great on the street too! \
0 SAVE E'S | samorman “Micra”
{5 Price £52.99 AT THE Quality & Reliability in halt
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: UNBEATABLE : ‘.
Full Range available BF;E“ B EZ?
at best prices UNBEATABLE
PRICES Wumm ;
handy sachets to give you energy oy
SAVE £'s mmmm#w
-
Leatherman “Wave” (S Price £8 for 10 sachets (
The Next Generation of you can count on. 08 Grid references 1000 MILE SOCKS
super tool, nmatched array of in a rugged low cost compact unit Guaranteed no blisters, of wear out within 1000 miles
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(S Price £79.99 i
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The latest edition, Award

ost Respected Mamrlat.‘.turars =

rrp £60
l‘ﬁ Price £49.99

Well cushioned
trainer for longer runs

Unit 24, Lianelli Warkshops, Trostre Park, Lianelli, Carmarthenshire. A

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADG ES £10.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES ( fl\'\\[\\ll(ll\\I\L\lliuu.

WITH LEG SHEAF £22.50
RED/BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.55
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £20.00
| EATHER STANDARD CARRIERS E25.00
PARACHUTE REGT ASSN STANDARD CARRIER
WITH ALL 11 BATTLE HONOURS E35.00
BRASS INSERTS £12.00
LAPEL BADGES: R.A. COMMANDO
(GREEN BERET - PARA REGT RED BERET £2.00
COMMEMORATIVE LAPEL BADGH
PEGASUS 1942-99 £2.00
BLAZER BADGES ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY.
A CD ROM TITLED “BRITISH MILITARY BADGES™
CONTAINING OVER 2. 500 ILLUSTRATIONS 15 NOW
AVAILL \!HI PRICED AT E39.95
11 Dalehead Drive Shaw, Oldham, Lancs OL2 8T,
Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648 F-Mail: robroy lincone.nel

[ TIES. BADGES& PLAQUES |
by Mail Order [
REGIMENTS, |

| SHIPS,
SQUADRONS |

Clubs & Reunion Associations.
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc.
SAE appreciated
The Heraldic Co (GB), Dept |
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End,
Coleford, Glos GL16 THA
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 (Bam/10pm) |

S

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
\H H\ri'inl\.’ St HIHh
No wrk or setur 5 costs on the majonty of
\ es and

end for our new price list

REYNOLDS SPORTS

51/52 HIGH STREET, LINCOLN L. NS BAP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

COMPUTER HARDWARE

WE CAN HELP

All your upgrade or hardware
needs are catered for
From hard disk drives /0 memory
£ rom motherboards o modems
All our lists are updated every
= week so that we can bring you

the best available prices.

'l'el / l'-'aX" 01623 406468

onrm

£

STORE

ore are prwdmoﬂerﬂqurldanul
n unbeatable pnca

New Balance 852
st L Today's Runners best shoe for heavier Mow Balance 577
A fast light shoe for runners needing extra support A Classic proven on-off road
training as well as Tp £60 stability shoe
competition rp £60

(S Price £49.98

SAVE E's

MAIL ORDER HOT LINE 01554 To 16 16

‘ We offer specialist
advice on running
& the full range of
‘ shoes from our
suppliers.

CARICATUR ES

e y Rick

blas grnups or the

Ask for :amples and prices

Qulch fun carlcalurus
4 at yuuhgvanl

(ver 60 Mess { nrmum‘ ro date

GET THE BEST

email. rick@caricalure.co.uk  website: www.caricature.co.uk

MIDLAND CD CLUB'
| Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs

our free colowr catalogue

Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
Fax: 0121 680 9018
E-mail: sales@midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-cd-club.co.uk
Bands who have CDs they would like

|. to see included in our catalogue.,
please contact us for further details.

I \IIHI RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

conlact uy on

SOLDIER
=QUALITY =
= PHOTO &

7" X 5"-E5:60"
8" x 6"-ET50¥
12" x 8”-£12.00
Digital Prints
(up to A4 size) £7.00
Other sizes on

All enquiries to:

The Photographic Department
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU
Tel: 01252 347357
Fax: 01252 347358
E-mail:solmag@btinternet.com

February 2000 SOLDIER




COMPETITION 699
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Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-
ences in the lower image, cut
out the whole panel, add
yvour name and address and
send to HOAY 699, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by February 29.

A photocopy 1s acceprable,
buit only one entry per person
may be submitred.

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will
win £100; the second and
third will receive £10 gift
vouchers. No correspon-
dence of any kind can be
entered into. _

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the April
issue.

("Name : (Give initials and rank or titie) )
- J
(" Address : 3
\ v

December 1999 competition (No 697) result: First correct entry
drawn was from Pte Burnham, 59 MC Sqn, 29 Regt RLC, S
Cerney, who wins £100. Runners-up Lt J D Charlesworth, of
Nottingham and Mr E Poulton, of Fareham, receive a £10 gift
voucher each. The ten differences were: centre scaffolding

pole; labourer’s hand;

soldier’s shovel;

middle plank;

hydraulic platform; cabin’s rear window; centre of front wheel;
bonnet vents; bird’'s wing; leaf, top right.

SOLDIER February 2000

UK: (12 issues) ....... £23.00 (24 issues)....... £40.00
Overseas (12issues)....... £32.20 (24 issues)....... £60.00
BFPO: (12 1SSUBE) cocuimissaionir Mg ots et i MR £13.80

I would like to subscribe to SOLDIER for: 1 One year  Two years

________ Bt S

Subsc

______________ T i o o e

ribe and save!

® Save cash when you subscribe today
® FREE postage ® FREE binder

Please start my subscription with the ......................... issue.

Name: ..ol e 5 i mehcsiassaas .
AAAress: i i i LS !
............................................... Postcode: ........coervevecevennndd

VISA

I enclose a cheque/PO payable to SOLDIER for: ...........
return to Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

eurocanD i
e: 01252 347353 h-Q '
L [}

-l
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leisurewear

HEAVYWEIGHT KHAKI
T-SHIRT
EMBROIDERED FROM £4.70
NO SET-UP
OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE

111 HUBERT ROAD
SELLY OAK
BIRMINGHAM

B29 6ET

TEL: +44 (0) 121 472 5300
FAX: +44 (0) 121 472 8017

E-MAIL:peter@rsfarmah.freeserve.co.uk

Suppliers and
manufacturers of
specialist
SPORTS STRIPS.

® RUGBY @ HOCKEY

® SOCCER @ NETBALL
® CRICKET

® TUG-OF-WAR

® SWEATERS @ SWEATSHIRTS
® T-SHIRTS @ POLO SHIRTS

® SKIHATS ® BASEBALL CAPS
® TIES ® BLAZER BADGES

® SPORTS BAGS @ POLAR FLEECE
® TRAINING TOPS/TROUSERS

ELLISON & C

SOLICITORS

Headgate Court » Head Street » Colchester CO1 1NP
Tel: (01206) 764477 Fax: (01206) 764455
E-Mail: ellison_co@msn.com

L SERVICE LAW SPECIALISTS

® Court martial representation in UK and
abroad.

@

Free advice and representation at Police
interviews.

Use our unique experience of military life to
protect you.

* Immediate free advice.

®*  We know the military system, its rules and
regulations.

Ask for David Howell Solicitor advocate

= 20 years’ military experience.

= Higher rights of audience in crown court
and crown court.

= Regular trial advocate in magistrates
and crown court.

« Extensive court martial experience.

Members of the Forces Legal Network

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

For an information pack
send a large SAE to:

Professional Bodyguard Association

The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce,
Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB

No telephone enquiries

Such is the reputation of the
PBA that in 1997 we acted
as Close Protection advisers
to the Chiefs of Staff at the
Pentagon.

‘British expertise at work through the PBA’
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@y MICHAEL JAY

| Exclusive HAND CUI
TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS ;

INCLUDES 0"‘"

& 14 day Make or
& 18 hr EXPRESS i’:
Lowest prices

B Best fit

B Highest quality
Best payment terins
Local agent to measure in most areoy

Tel01379 783 736 Fax01379 783 694 |

As our customers say
The service is \lnlll'l] mll‘u atable
TOMO B ARK STOW LK P14 54

MINIATURE MEDALS
Refurn of post Service
Example of prices.-
CB: £32; CBE: £20;: MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £12;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £12; MSM: £10; LS &GC: £7;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £9; UN Cyprus: £7:
UN Bosnia: £7; Nato (Ifor) medal with clasp
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM:
£7: S/Atlantic + roselte: £7.50; GSM G.VI.R. /
E. II A. with clasp: £10; CSM with clasp: £7.50;
Gulf Medal with clasp: £7.50; NATO (Kfor) with
clasp: Kosovo £7; Miniature MOumivg Bars for
D.LY. mounting :1 space - £1.10; 2 - £1.20; 3 -
£1.30;4-£1.40;5 - £1.50;6-£1.60; 7 - £1.70
8 - £1.90; 9 - £2.30; 10 -
| VAT. and £1 postage.
® 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.
@ Wire Blazer Badges @ Mess Kit Badges
@ Display Cases, medal ribbon, mounting bars
ribbon bars, etc.
FULL-SIZE MEDALS SUPPLIED
Please write for quotation
Send far comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated)
MINIATURE MEDALS
P.O. BOX 4, HINCKLEY
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 3ZT
Telephone: (01455) 239262

£2.50 plus 17.5%

Tempintions

Quality-lingerie for the
LARGER LADY

For free catalogue write to:

| Lady Jane's. PO Box 5, Gosport, PO12 3YF

SUPPLIER OF ﬂLL INCLUS'VE EMBROIDERY
Tee- Shms Sweatshlrts Polos
Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
$ Base Ball Hats
Nottingham Screen Pnnls 10, Park Road.

P8 " Woodthorpe. Nottingham, NG5 4HR
Tel: 0115 9676262 Fax 0115 0263500

WANTED

96 men and women looking to

LOSE WEIGHT!

With naturally derived products

EMBROIDERED
LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments,
Low minimum order.
Full colour brochure.
Caps & Printed garments supphed

idery proof. No origiy
Embmndzred Polos from £6.00ea, Swrm £S Olea,
T-shirts £5.00ea.

'MADE TO MEASURE
OR's and Officers Mess Dress
OR’s and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR'’s and Officers No.1 Dress
Officers British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
K IP14 5AY
TEL:01379 783 736 FAX.01379 783698

Call: +44 (0)1543 432474

30 day money back guarantee
Herbal Life Distributer

TAX FREE CARS

MOST MAKES SUPPLIED

BEST PART EXCHANGES
LOW RATE FINANCE
FREE INSURANCE™*
USED CAR SALES

* Subject to makes and models.

FREEPHONE GERMANY
0130-8544-96

Telephone U.K.: 01980 600 400

HMF’S serving
in the UK &
OVERSEAS _

For either UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s No. I supplier to HM Forces.

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAI. PRICES call

Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST Bulford Rd, Durtinglon SP4 8BR

K:‘-\I\l GE

MILITARY SALES

SOLDIER February 2000

'«,

mMaZba
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low,/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
* Demio from £7,600 * MX5 from £11,099
* 626 from £10,500 * Premacy from £10,949
* 323 from £8,400 =4 Action (4x4) from £15,099
All New MPV from £14,650

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724487

Serving the Ser‘\nces since 1968

Please forward details on:

323 [] 626 [ IMX5 [] Xedos [] Demio [] MPV []
Premacy4 [ | ActionOther [ | makes [ | LHD/RHD
NAMB oo e e Bank .....coreeeesienans
AOOrBSS . . ivvivomiiin e smmmn o e o e N
oo o FBEIND s et s M s




VISTA TIES

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply
your existing tie or design you a new one.

LOST OR NEW
MEDALS

Full size & miniature supplied
Professionally mounted

Please send us a picture of your badge
or cy pher and we will post a free coloured

H d' t l' d | visual with a quotation.......OVER 300
BNG-CREER T /L6 i ) DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK
K D Medal5 John Bull Mllltary Clothing
5.;&%3 st & Mail Order Division v'

Tel/Fax: 01748 833614 (Retail and Mail Order)
01765 604071 (Atier 6pm)
17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison,
N Yorks DL9 4DH

West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB
Tel: 0181 777 2426 or
0411 435 5913

_ *
X
ok

u* VISTA TIES

The Eastern Sen ice Viedal] [ Rt

SURREY RH1 3EA

his superb die- \mu.k commemorative medal

is available in full size and miniature Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892
to all who served in \L ar, '\hddh and Far East.
Send s.a.e. for vour application form today. EPAULETTE
DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961, SLIDES

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit

Bromsgrove B61 8L A

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED desg?sinon.
SPORTS & LEISURE WEAR Aoy
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS SWEATERS TIES NAME TAPES

RUGBY JERSEYS CAPS......... & MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
FOR QUALITY WEAR - SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place, Northan Court, Basford

(in sets of six)
Any gquantity supplied
S.A.E. for price list
Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Ltd
Knowsley Industrial

Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.

Nottingham NG6 ODE Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469
E-mail: sales @ jenkins-wear.co.uk
www.jenkins-wear.co.uk

Phone: 0151-546 5161
Fax: 0151-549 1128

Regal Tailors Ltd

—TE T

0l SOLDIER

THE BRITISH ARMY CALENDAR

[ Service, Price and Quality
J Officers & Senior NCOs
Male and Female

For all uniforms, Mess Dress, Suit and blazer
requirements are made fo measure
We also offer a self measure service.
For more information-please contact our Leeds Office.

§

Discount is given on bulk orders.
Interest Free Credit
3¢ Westfield House,
Broad Lane,
Bramley,
Leeds LLS13 3HA

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments - Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. gty. 25

ENAMELLED - min. 100

+ BLAZER BADGES - min. 5

TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36 :
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
' SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
/J  GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure/Z38

\
to Kilcreggan. Dunbartonshire G84 0JN \ \ g
K ENSsign « o )

www.ensignmotifs.co.uk

Tel/Fax: (0113) 2361091

"~ TEL: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854

CHARACTER,

FRIENDSHIP.

3 SUN HOTEL
IN OLUDENIZ

on 2 people sharing
a twin/double room

_ Bed and Breakfast
. Swimming pool

) Sauna

> Jacuzzi

) Gym

_ Transfer from

\
EXCLUSIVETO

Go to Turkey

on your next
holiday

UNSPOILED
LAND OF
CULTURE,

HISTORY,
BEAUTY,

No middle man

Book direct

£78

Includes:
7 nights

Adult price based

Dalaman airport
You can get your
own flight or we
can recommend a
suitable flight
company to save
30% or more
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2 Harford Street, SILVEEREVIAIN'SDS LIV Fax:0171 791 0008

Mile End London E1 4PS Email:soLpbier@military.co.uk
over 50 years of service to the services toase 1028 Subject bo corvent oat

phone, fax or email for free cat quoting SOLDIER

0171 7 900 900 www.military.co.uk
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WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
B nv “nnn 56 Broad Street, Sidemoor
) & Bromsgrove B61 S8LL

FBEE REPOBT’ Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798
-

Have you ever considered a career as a professional Bodyguard?...ordo SD_“':;I,]\T? dl-nl l:;bhm:s ’ rlf.!llhb'z: - M,malu;sxll'eqals
you just require further information? ang MeGal HIOURERE HESEE 50T HE S SEEEEEE

Are you nervous or suspicious about who to contact?.... or who:
to train with?
We understand your concerns, and we are confident that the expert
advice and guidence contained in our FREE REPORT will provide you
with invaluable assistance in successfully entering this profession

In short, if you want to be a Bodyguard - this is the way to start!

For further details tel: 0207 644 3075 (24 Hrs)
... or write to: Elite Marketing Dept. (S), P.0. Box 2112, RE Llﬁl(F)lsR%llrﬁEEl;iIELllll?\léleSNPI())%CgMFwT
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1QY U.K. Q = =
OFFICERS NATIONWIDE

== EARNING POTENTIAL £35.000 + P.A.
\ National bailiff company requires trainee Bailiffs/Enforcement Officers.

f New Yea r New ca reer Full training given. Applicants must be able to work on own initiative

] g and hold current driving licence. Only persons of good character, hard
Become a Prlvate DeteCtlve working and able to provide excellent references need applj;.

APPLY IN WRITING, ENCL. CV, TO MR N KERR, ROSAN HEIMS PLC,

‘ One-day seminar 144-150 LONDON ROAD, CROYDON, CRO 2TD
All you need to know about becoming a ; Association of British .
Private Detective, by the country's leading detective. i% Investigators *

- Institute of

Subjects covered: 4 Surveillance

# Telephone/Room Bugging 4 Car tracking 4 Unfaithful
Partners # Fraud Office & Home Sweeps 4 Counter Surveillance
# Covert Transmitters # Process serving & all the latest surveillance

Professional Investigators * ™"~

equipment. As seen on TV - Richard & Judy, Thursday Night Live, LTV's 0". RIGS . £3'95
Infidelity documentary. ) ~ The Essential Guide — ( i Nﬂme Ta peS for 72

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN WORK [EYURMSP Yy wrrpmeyervmmfs SRR B VO

CALL ALBANY INVESTIGATIONS FOR MORE INFORMATION OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND DOESN'T KNOW

WHERE TO START. PACKED FULL OF ALL THE

RED or NAVY lettering on White 100% Polyester

Able-LABELS™

INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT DIL

0800 389 3543

RIGS. e 1000 self-stick labels | Black on White

31a St James Street, London SW1Y 4JR R o By AR Name, Address, & or | £4.75

. 8 Clegg Ave, Thornton-Cleveleys any words up to 6 lines Blaurzl.(nogn.?‘alolt:’w

Appraisals Lancs FY5 1BJ, UK Gold or Silver | Black on Clear | Biue, Green

0 RS L s £5.25 £6.45 £6.30
: R | C Wrttmg [ g _("\" EXPRF‘?’& B PERSONALISED PRODUCTS SINCE 1954
FREELANCE FIRST AID Updiit {.ﬁ:;:!"""','_.’l‘\‘"\“ ;‘;::L‘_"';;'r'f:j:;ji‘ '[;:_P\';i‘ t:‘:” Luggage Strap EG:S 2 or mors Er; ;a;hS)
TRAINERS REQU]RED p aies over 2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different 240 P?g:ee’%c::tlzr::ry aSrets £14-95
T . a : Media Presentation Lypes available. Complete Self-Inki ly £7-95
FOR H‘SF, J\P'l::R'(]‘a ED plus much mrJlrefmm the I'Cﬂfs'lf'!.ﬂ ‘Mc:ilgc prrm L : ln'lafté:?luhlcdl,l:;llkm‘ i 100 P:rs:l?alrs:;‘gzlfo"l"ese’s 'E.S-?J'S
CHARITY. ?Mgggs.t}mnfef C‘?f::f;z o ":""'r""“i;" Pack ll;’K prices incl::udedPoal,lr’VAT. ?;Ii‘;rery
AQT S e or nfo pack - wrii - please ’hum.nsr ; rite to: ayment with order please. ays
o P[fEAhL e lll\(' I' e SERVICE CV 101 \;a:::t‘ll'r.:(l:"::ﬂh Cave, Able-Direct Centre Ltd - Dept SO
KIERSTEN OR LAURENCE Brough, East Yorkshire HU15 2AS Earls Barton - Northampton NN6 OLS
ON Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week) = 01604 810781 - Fax 01604 811251

TEL: 0171 278 4898

FAX: 0171 278 8283 — ‘ 4 ; : I/
| Stringtown WAV 7o B @ S DY DY

MILITARY CV = msuppEllsesmﬁm | Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors
~ igh Street, Polegate, East Sussex
SERVICES |
A long established CV firm run by a e P'L"?'E |
former Army officer and current full-time ® Arktis ) |
career consultant. Past clients include men ® 58 webbing
and women of all ranks from every part of ® Berghaus | T
the Army. ® Matterhorn |
AL ® Hi-tec |
fe ® Buffalo A\
* Applications ° Nfla_zo \,(\FRE
* Job Search skills
* Self Marketing i No.12
iew Coachi it Year 2000
* Interview Coaching ® Soldier ‘95
Milit | & replica cata’ol by
Fll!’li (!(Jr[l!f'l {f‘("”,‘ ilitary, survival repii weaponry catalogues.
66 High View Road, Tel: (01323) 438844 |
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU. or Fax: (01323) 487799
01483 823766 (fax 534518) —FOR YOUR GOPY- i -
Email: ajacques @milcv.freeserve.co.uk | - 4B . | LADIES & GENTS MESS T

SPECIALISTS

For details of ad _‘ INTEREST FREE CREDIT
publishing dat

For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

Magazine bl UK: 0181 478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631
UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Iiford Essex IG1 4BS
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DEBT PROBL EMS"

Are your outgoings more than your income?

Are your creditors threatening you with:
Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptey, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings?

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.

Telephone 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.

WELLBEING SERVICES

PROVIDING DEBT SOLUTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

Specialist Legal Advice

Courts Martial - Gilbert Blades and his
team are well known throughout the
country for their courts martial expertise

You can be sure of the highest standard of legal advice

Wilikin
Chapman
Epton
Blades

Solicitors g

Contact:
Gilbert Blades or Nigel Burn at Bank Street. Lincoln
Tel: (01522) 512345 during office hours or
Tel: (01522) 527836 after 6pm

Other offces at Grimsby. Cleethorpes. Louth and Horncastle

et

Forces and
x-Service Personnel

Do you suffer from:

jounds, diseases, injuries or any other
- conditions as a result of your service?
You may be entitled to

COMPENSATION

Assistance already given in the recovery of over |

£90 million
Call freephone: 0500 22 20 22 NOW!!!

é
|
For a free no obligation initial interview g
|

S i Y A v

R —

in the comfort of your own home.
Thorn Compensation Services Ltd ,
sh House, 92a Marshland Road, Moorends, |
Doncaster, DN8 4S7Z. ‘

Establishre_q _1 88
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LOST
MEDALS

) Replaced in record time

EFU LL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H THA

Tel: 0171-930 1979 Fax: 0171-930 1152
E-mail: Rdhmedals@aol.com

NOWIN -

NO FEE
ACCIDENT VICTIMS

sales:
BODYLINE  ver: 01709 377086
sportswear  Fax: 01709 838449
. . direct from the manufacturer

SERVICE PERSONNEL HAVE EXACTLY Jackets Polo shirts
THE SAME RIGHTS AS Tracksuits Tee Shirts
CIVILIANSWHEN IT Jog Pants Sweatshirts
COMESTO Shorts Fleeces
COMPENSATION

# Football ¢ Rugby ® Hockey Kits
@ Embroidered # Printed ¢ Numbered
Unit 3 Amber Business Centre,
Rawmarsh Road, Rotherham S60 TRU

@ All Personal Injuries
@ RTA Driver/Passenger
@ Criminal Injuries

® Industrial Injuries/Diseases/Deafness/R.S.|
@ Includes all Service personnel and their
families, at home or abroad.

J.Arnold & Company

Tyson House, 29 High Street,
Heckmondwicke,
West Yorkshire WF16 0JA
Tel/Fax: 00 44 1924 411121

0800 214086

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
T/Shirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
other items, All can be printed or
embroidered. Send for a free colour
catalogue and price list.

LOST YOUR MEDALS?
WE CAN REPLACE THEM
FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN

IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

VISTA SPORTS LTD
28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and

“cold cast bronze” figurines to suit
your needs. ‘

TOAD HALL MEDALS
NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH
DEVON PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 B72672
Fax: 01752 872723
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or
S.A.E. for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend,
Kent DA12 5UE.

“Cold cast bronze”

MR115 Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.
(approx 25cm) Fax: (01474) 537166.
£55.93 incl.




EN PALS

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. When replying to
more than one pen pal please place all
the letters in one envelope and send to
Soldier Magazine. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of all your
replies. Replies should consist only of a
letter and photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN PAL.
Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed envelope
to: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Thelma ("Legs"), 28, 6', long, brown
hair and grev eves. Hobbies include
breeding Alsatian dogs, militaria, keep-
ing snakes, classic motorcycle restora-
tion and mechanics. Would like to hear
from pen pals, any age and will answer
all letters sent. P627

Diane, 37, §'1", hazel eyes and brown
hair. A non-smoker with an excellent
sense of humour and single mother of
one son aged 16. Likes walking, music,
pubs and football and would like replies
from pen pals 30+. P628

Michelle, 5'7", a slim 32-year-old
with fair and GSOH. Enjoys walking,
cycling, socialising, travelling and writ-
ing letters. Seeking replies from pen pals
28+. P629

Michelle, 27, 5'5". fair hair and blue
eyves. Would like replies from pen pals
who are into travelling, clubbing, gener-
ally enjoying life and having a good
time. Age preferred — 25+. P630

Liz, 26, 5’4", brown hair and blue
eyes. Loves music, films and pubs and
would like to hear from pen pals, 20-35.
All letters will ger a reply and a photo
would be appreciated. P631

Amanda, 5'3", slim, 29-year-old
single mother and part-time art student.
Enjoys swimming, yoga, walking, read-
ing and eating and would like to hear
from someone who wants to have a
friendly chat through letters. Age
sought, 29-35. P632

Attractive, outgoing divorcée, good
communicator with optimistic outlook.
Enjoys country and seaside walks and
has a penchant for McDonalds. Seeking
to correspond with tall, sincere non-
smoking Serviceman, 38+, at home or
overseas. P633

Sue, 5'6", 32, hazel eves and brown
hair. A home owner, commissioned
officer (non-forces) and everyday girl
who would like to correspond with male
soldiers, 26-40. P634

Jil, 5'9", 22-year-old, blue-eyed
blonde. Interests include going to the
gym, horse-riding, golf and dining out
with friends. Would like to correspond
with tall, intelligent, sporty, outgoing
men, 25-35. P635

BOOKS

Books for Soldiers — contact the
experts. Free catalogue. The Outdoors-
man’s Bookstore, 27 Monument Indus-
trial Park, Chalgrove, Oxon 0X44
TRW. Tel: 01865 400256. Fax: 01865
400257. 1200

FREE MILITARY CATA-
LOGUES/ books wanted. Will collect
Attic Books, Sandowne, Tiverton
Heath, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6
9HN. Tel: 01829 732524 12:00

Military history bargains books
bought and sold. SAE brings catalogue.
15 Woodlands, Saltley, Birmingham B8
3AG. Tel: 0121 328 2878.

Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially military
and  history. We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills, Meran-
tum Way, London SW19 2RD. Tel:
0181 540 4371.
Military history books. Please send SAE
for current catalogue. Free specialist book-
search. McKenzie, Town End Farm,
Brampton, Appleby, Cumbria CA16 6]8S.
Tel/fax: 017683 51384. 1200

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
380 pages of info all soldiers need to
know. Includes: Basic Barttle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders, SOPs, Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading, Orien-
teering, First Aid, NBC, Adventure
Trg, Skill at Arms SA80, LSW, Tests
and APWTs, GPMG Light Role, Sig-
nals, Mines, MT Driver, AFV and Air-
craft Recognition, etc. ISBN No:
1-874528-02-0. £7.50 (inc p&p
UK/BFPO). Available from selected
Naafi Branches, Bookshops or by Visa
or cheque from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28, Leven,
Beverley, East Yorks HU17 5LA
Tel/fax: 01964 542878. Visit
www.milpkbk.demon.co.uk 12/00

“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”
by Kipling & King
The Collector’s Bible.
Volume One: (1800-1920) £65.
Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45.
Post free
H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.
Tel: 01252 716303

BUSINESS OPPS

10 good people needed. Work from
home - FT or PT, UK or abroad — with
out risking vour current job. Call 0171
864 6876 or www.wrkfrmhom.com/sps

or more details. 12/00.

COURSES

Commercial and domestic
microwave oven repair and electrical
appliance P.A'T. rtraining courses.
Become accredited to the National
Association of Microwave Engineers.
NAME offers on-going technical sup-
port with trade discounts from Europe's
largest microwave component suppli-
ers. Call for prospectus on 012202
186449 or fax 01202 496409

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier Magazine cannot
accepl responsibility for the accuracy of any
advertisement or for any losses suffered as a
result. Readers are strongly recommended to
make their own enquiries and seek appropriate

cial, legal and fi
sending any money or entering into any legally
binding agreement.

cial advice before

ENTERTAINMENT

Assault rifle shooting gallery with
airsoft electric fully-automatic M16,
AK47s, XM177s, as seen at the Royal
Tournament, Aldershot, Pirbright,
Minley, R.S.M.E., Bovington. Ideal for
military shows/childrens’ parties.
Phone/fax 01929 426376. 200

FOR SALE

A title plus land for only £20. Makes a
unique gift. Details from SM Survival,
Norcot, Lybster, Caithness, Scotland
KW3 6AQ o500
Military Fine Arts. Britain's leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3.50 for Edition 7, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
payable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5 Fever-
sham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP. Phone:
01722 328523. 1200

Nato (KFOR) medals with "Kosovo'
clasp now available. Full size — £17.62
(UK), £15 (BFPO); miniature — £8.81
(UK), £7.50 (BFPO) plus £1 postage.
Send to: Miniature Medals, P O Box 4,
Hinckley, Leicester LE10 3ZT. 03/00
Peter Hicks Associates, comprehen-
sive range of military figurines available
in resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for informa-
ton/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380 828382.

12/00

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept §), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North York-
shire. 12/00
Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to Clans and Regiments, 14
Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and generous
discounts.

Hand embroidered quality wire blazer
badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company,
4/477 Khawajgan, Guijrat, Pakistan.

e e e e e e e e e ke e e s e ok e e e e e e e e ol o e e o e o

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia and
Croatia and most other UN locations.
Let us design your regimental and oper-
ational shields. Write for a full colour
brochure to: Military Marketing Inter-
national, 74-77 Steward Street, Lady-
wood, Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax:
0121-4545393, Minimum order 25
Shields. £10.95, no VAT outside the
UK. Shieldclocks £17.50.

e e e e v e ke e e e vk e sk vk e e ke ke ok ok e ke ke e

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to INKER-
MAN Badges, PO Box 1022, Couls-
don, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 12100

British military insignia. Fully illus-
trated catalogue, 2000 - £2. Dealer
since 1981 (ex-1RGJ). Mike Lapworth,
26 Southdown Road, Bristol BS9 3NL.

12/00

Visit the Elizabeth Joyce Art Gallery
at  www.ejartgallery.com  Portraits,
prints, directory, 0300

Quality makers of Army, Navy and
Air Force hand-embroidered badges,
family crests, pipe banners, sashes and
regimental flags in bullion wire of silk.
MELODIUS brand bagpipes and
accessories, practice chanters, flutes in
cocus, sheeshamwood or African black-
wood, drums, bugles and tambourines.
0ld classical Indian instruments, tablas,
tota, bansari sitars, etc at rock bottom
prices. Topflyz Industries, 21/414
Majidpura, Sialkor-51310, Pakistan.
Tel: 0092-432-580913. Fax: 0092-432-
58 8 5 4°7 . B Smea) 11 :
topflvz@skt.comsats.net.pk ~ Website:
www.topflyz.com 12100

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Streer, Dover CT16 1PW.

HOLIDAY

Gulf Coast, Florida — luxury four bed-
room villa. Large, heated pool, aircon,
great beaches and sports without the
crowds. Tel 0181 950 3587

1200

0300

WWW.ROTHIEMURCHUS.CO.UK
The Services Activity & Holiday
Centre, AVIEMORE, Tel: 01479
861288. 09/00

Brecon Beacons National Park.
Refurbished Victorian holiday villa. CH,
pool table, sleeps 9. Close to mountains,
lake and rope centre. Ring for details,
bookings, etc. Tel: 01874 658472 - leave
message or after 8pm. 05/00
Charente, SW France. Holiday farm-
house. Charming idyllic 19th century
farmhouse + private pool set in own 7
acre grounds, Situated in peaceful SW
France, (22km South of Angouleme).
Beautifully appointed and equipped to
highest standard. Four bedrooms (max
0 + baby). Ideal base for Charente/Dor-
dogne. From £345 to £775 per week.
Further details from Mrs Clarke 01793
783801.

02/00

LUXURY
CAMPING HOLIDAYS
4

08700 778 779

vacansOleil www.vacansoleil.co.uk

luxury camping holidays ’—-‘
ABTAWI1076

Holmhurst Hotel

14 Reads Avenue
Blackpool FY1 4BD

* Bed & Breakfast
* Bed, Breakfast & Evening Meal
* Close to promenade & all amenities
* Tea & coffee making facilities
* Late keys

Proprietor
Chris Hopkinson

Telephone:
(01253) 625977




A privately owned, 4-bedroom,
3-bathroom villa with
its own private pool and patio.
Close to all major attractions.
For details, prices and availability contact:
Michael or Ann Rimmington
UK (0)191 5344597

NOTICES

MONKEY RUN CHARITY EVENT;
www.monkeyrun2000.org.uk 04100

Charity Commission

CHARITY: THE HAMPSHIRE & ISLE
OF WIGHT MILITARY AID FUND
REFERENCE: EN/108926/AFC

The Charity Commission has made a
Scheme to amend the trusts of this charity. A
copy can be seen for the next month at The
Royal Hampshire Regiment Museum (when
open), Serle's House, Southgate Street,
Winchester or can be obtained by sending a
stamped addressed envelope to The Chs writy
Commission. Woodfield House, Tangier,
Taunton, Somerset TA1 4BL quoting the
above reference.

PERSONAL

SEARCHING for your old Army

; one, 5 Regt AAC, Aldergrove; ; ht, T
friends? Visit our website t MR Murphy e ; ; g LEN { JOI n the
http://www.the-ex-forces- 3 Pearson, Euronato Engr :
network.org.uk No Internet connec- rg Centre, Munich; ( F JAF SRSy rmy spo :
tion? Postal service available. SAE to 9 R lIrish; | NC Power, 2 - ] : ;
The Ex-Forces Network (A), P O Box RTR, Fallingbostel; SSg m, 9 ! der- P Lotte I'y
106, Bishop Auckland DL 14 7YE oz00 . en;

SERVICES

First World War soldiers' records and
unit diaries researched. For further
information send SAE to: Mark Offord,
80 Aysgarth Park, Maidenhead SLé6
2HQ or e-mail offordsi@cwcom.netozo

ADVERTISEMENTS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

All classified advertisements are accepted on &
paid basis only and are subject to the following
ditions.

Publwhern reserve the right to decline any copy
approve whether an
pred or not.  All

t to approval and
ditionally upon space ailable.

Thc Publishers reserv right 0 make any

they consider necessary or desirable in an

ssement to meet  their  approval. The

rs also reserve the right to cancel or suspend
advertisement withoul staling a reason.

While every endeavour will be made (o meet the

8 of advertisers. the Publishers do not
ee the insertions of any particular N 24
ertisement. The Publishers shall not be liable for |
loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial {
ire (however caused) of publication or 27 28 29 30
ation of any edition in which any
iserment is scheduled to appear, s

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors iz L e =
ing after the firt  insertion of an
isement in a series. It is the responsibility of If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.

R o inform the Publishers RIS COST: 55p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £11.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED

in sufficient time 1o allow the amendment. A

cher copy will not be supplied. Advertisements NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST AND ONLY ONE WORD
| be placed under the following headings: SHOULD BE INSERTED IN EACH BOX.
imodation, Business Opportuniies, Cars, IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD £3.00 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX O
Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For
Gift Services, Holidays, House Lets, WORDS AT 55p = £
es, Property for Sale, Reunions, Services,
s Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, e INSET:RTIONS
eed. Other headings will be applied if deemed VAT AT 17.5% =
by the Publishers. The placing of an BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)

for the insertion of an advertisement shall
n loa.n.n.r.epi ance of the above conditions and TOTAL ENCLOSED =

ns stipulated by an agency or advertiser CHEQUE/PO Number_
be void insofar as they are in confliet with

Postcode

— = (Payable to SOLDIER)
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE




Heavenly duties: Cpl David Sands, left,
stands ready to protect Padre Charlie
McCartney in Pristina Picture: Cpl Gabriel Marino

London EOD unit in focus

First prize in the Greater London TAVRA's
annual competition for unit pub-
licity and information officers
has been won for the fourth time
in five years by 101 (London)
Engineer Regiment (EOD) (V),
whose press officer is Capt
David Poll, pictured. It is the
first time a trophy has been pre-
sented to the winners, the prize
previously being a camera. But
the judges decided 101 Regt
had more than enough cameras
to keep them in the picture.

Service artists on show

Four hundred paintings and sculptures are
to go on show at the Armed Forces Art Soci-
ety’s 66th annual exhibition in The Painters’
Hall, Little Trinity Lane, London EC4 on Feb 22
(10am-5pm) and 23 (10am-4pm). The society
encourages art in the Services through shows
which enable talented amateurs (and their
wives) to exhibit and sell their work.

I DATES

APRIL
29: British Model Soldier Society annual
show, New Connaught Rooms, Great
Queen Street, Holborn, London, 10.30-6.
MAY
7: Victorian Military Fair, Victory Services
Club, Seymour Street, London W2.
JUNE

17: Oxon & Bucks Millennium Tattoo,
Thame (01189 723717).

JULY

8-9: Parachute Spectacular, Southsea
Common, Hants.
10-15: Royal Military Tattoo 2000, Horse
Guards Parade, in aid of principal Service
charities.

SEPTEMBER

5-10: Middle Wallop International Air
Show.

® To include public events, contact the Editor.

David, 55,
volunteers
for service
in Kosovo

WHAT makes a person in his mid-
50s volunteer for service in a war
zone? Cpl David Sands falls into
that category and even he doesn't
know the answer.

Yet he is not the “senior” soldier
in Kosovo. David, 55, knows of at
least one other Territorial Army
member in theatre — Cpl Ron God-
dard, whom he describes “as a bit
older than me”". One would think
they were old enough to know
better than to volunteer for duty on
the squalid, wintry and dangerous streets of
Pristina.

A 16-year veteran of the 1st Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment, with whom he served in
Aden and Northern Ireland, Cpl Sands joined
the Territorial Army in 1986 and is currently with
the newly-formed West Midlands Regiment's B
(WFR) Company.

In Pristina, he has been attached to the 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets as driver
and bodyguard to Padre Charlie McCartney.

“We drive aroundin a snatch vehicle with the
number 101 emblazoned on it,” he says with a
smile. “It's our combined ages.”

Cpl Sands has had a colourful career, includ-
ing three youthful years as a jockey (he rode a
second-placed horse at Kempton Park for
Sussex-based trainer Towzer Gozden).

But perhaps his most difficult task came at
the end of 1999. “| had to tell Una, my wife, that
| was returning to Pristina on Christmas Eve,”
he explained.

Older and wiser . . . judge for yourself.

EXxpos

IT'S not usually our policy to decorate
these pages with photos of our own staff,
but we thought we would keep you in the
picture, as it were, about recent changes
in the Soldier photographic team.

Mike Weston (left) has been promoted
to Chief Photographer following the
departure of Terry Champion (centre) to
take up the post of Media Ops Picture
Editor at HQ Land Command, Salisbury,
after 14 years' sterling service on the
magazine.

Third member of the trio is Graeme Main,
who has joined us from the Joint Service
Command and Staff College at Bracknell.
The trio lined up on the other side of the
lens at the National Army Museum,
Chelsea, while attending the Army Photo-
graphic Competition prizegiving.

Picture: David Bishop, DCCS Photography

Scottish history on line

If you are interested in Scotland and its regi-

ments, you may care to subscribe to Dispatch,
the A4 journal of the Scottish Military Histor-
ical Society. Published three times a year, it
is available from Tom Moles, Membership
Secretary SMHS, 4 Hillside Cottages, Glen-
boig, Lanarkshire ML5 2QY. Annual subscrip-
tion is £12 (USA $24, Canada $35, Australia

$38). Airmail is £3 extra and cheques or postal

orders should be made out to SMHS.
Members' interests range across collecting
information, badges, head-dress, uniforms,
model soldiers, medals, books, photographs,
postcards, prints, watercolours and military
equipment. Find out more at http: //subnet.vir-
tual-pc.com/~mc546367/journal.htm

Meet the Whelan brothers. From left are Capt Danny

Whelan of 22 HQ Sgn (EOD), Sgt Mick Whelan of 131
Indep Cdo Sgn (V) and Cpl Nick Whelan of 58 Fd Sgn
(EOD), who met up during 33 Engineer Regiment
(EOD)'s annual field training exercise, Grand Slam, on

MORE news of
Ruby, the 10-
month-old Highland
heifer given as a
leaving present to
19th Regiment RA
(The Highland
Gunners) by
Majors Gary
Donaldson and
Paul Willcock.

Protocol
demands formal
approval by the
Army Board for all
official animal
mascots, so for the
time being the
pedigree calf will be
kept as a pet by the
regiment.

LBdr Glen Keyes, a member of the rear
party while the Highland Gunners are in
Bosnia and Kosovo, volunteered for the job of
stockman and will take care of Ruby.

Ruby of Reeches, to give her full name,
was bred by Jim Ayres of Northwold, near
Thetford. Her father is Capladh of Balmoral,
originally from the royal estate, and her
mother is Haggis of Reeches.

Current restrictions on moving livestock in
the UK meant Majs Donaldson and Willcock
had to obtain an animal transportation

Cow hide: Maj Gary Donaldson, inset left,
who “concealed” Ruby in his back garden
in Colchester until just before the surprise
presentation by him and Maj Paul Willcock,
inset right, to the Highland Gunners. If the
cap fits (main picture): Bdr David John-
ston, 19 Regt’s Pipe Major, is introduced to

a suitably hatted Ruby. Picture: Chris Fletcher

certificate, as well as register Kirkee
Barracks, Colchester with a holding number
and herd mark from the Ministry for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

Poet Lee is the latest in a long line of RWF writers stretching back to the Western Front

Salisbury Plain and in the West Country. Danny, the
exercise author, has been a bomb disposal officer with
33 Engr Regt since leaving Sandhurst in December
1994, and was joined by Nick last year. Mick, formerly
of 36 Engr Regt and 59 Indep Cdo Sqn RE, recently
joined the Territorials to help establish its newly-formed
diving team. Whelan family members have served in
the Royal Navy, Army (including the RE, REME, Royal
Signals and Irish Guards) and the Royal Air Force.

February 2000 SOLDIER

e

Soldier poet Cpl Lee Jones, left,
serving with the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Welch Fusiliers at Ballykelly, Northern
Ireland, is continuing a literary tradition in
the regiment. Most famous of the line are
Robert Graves and Siegfried Sassoon,
who served on the Western Front.

Lee, who joined The Parachute
Regiment in 1992 and transferred to the

SOLDIER February 2000

RWF in 1996, has written many poems
since joining the Army, several of them
influenced by his time in Belfast with 1
Para. His The Men of Violence is to be
published in an anthology of contempory
poetry.

Lee's hobbies include powerlifting and
swimming and he hopes to transfer to
the Army Physical Training Corps.

Keep Mi
Dorchest

—ie S0 N

How Hitler
desk came
to Dorset

ONE of the two desks in Adolf
Hitler’s private office in the former
German Chancellery in Berlin is in
the proud possession of the Keep
Military Museum in Dorchester,
the regimental museum of The
Devon and Dorset Regiment.

It was presented to the museum
by Maj Gen Alex Bishop, formerly
of the Dorset Regiment, who was
Director of Intelligence with the
Control Commission Germany
after the end of the Second World
War.

In September 1945 the Russian
Army, which had taken Berlin,
started to remove furniture from
the Chancellery. The Russian offi-
cer responsible for the work offered
the writing table to Gen Bishop.

GENERAL'S STUDY

The general, who later became
the Commissioner for North-
Rhine Westphalia area, used it in
his study before presenting it to the
Dorset Museum. It took ten men
to lift it up the spiral staircase at
The Keep when it was found the
desk could not be taken to pieces.

With several other items from
the Fiihrer’s possessions, including
Christmas cards and his headed
notepaper, the desk may be seen
on the first floor of The Keep
Museum at the top of the town.
The Keep Military Museum, Dorchester, is

open Monday to Saturday from 0930 to 1700
and on Sundays during July and August.

the
Berlin
Chan-
celliery
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Bulletin board

@ Twelve members of The Queen’s
Royal Lancers boasting a combined ser-
vice of 200 years between them received
Long Service and Good Conduct Medals
in a ceremony at their barracks in
Osnabrick, Germany.

@ SSgt Roger Huckerby,
left, the Territorial Army’s
oldest chef, hung up his
ladles on reaching the age
of 62. Called up for Nation-
al Service in 1959, he
joined the TA in 1961 and
has been cooking ever
since. He is due to return
to Nottingham-based 87
Signal Squadron later in
the year to pick up a fourth
bar to his TA Medal.

® The Corps of Drums of the 2nd Bat-
talion, The Royal Anglian Regiment hit
the big-time while the battalion was exer-
cising in Jordan. Their services (when not
required in their machine-gunner role)
were offered by CO Lt Col Alasdair Wild to
the British Embassy in Amman. First up
was the high-profile Rolls Royce Club tour
of Jordan function at the Ambassador's
home in Amman. The audience of 150
included the Prince Regent, Prince Fizel.
The drummers played at the launch of the
new Rover 75, appeared at the opening of
the HSBC Bank in Amman and ended their
tour at the International Community
School’s fundraising fayre.

@ The Victoria Cross awarded to Lt
John Chard for his actions at Rorke’s Drift
was loaned to the South Wales Borderers
Museum, Brecon for a book launch and
reception in December. it was the first time
the famous medal, which is owned private-
ly, had been displayed in public. The book,
The Noble 24th by the late Norman Holme,
contains biographical notes of all soldiers
from the 24th Regiment, later to become
the South Wales Borderers, who took part
in the campaign in South Africa.

@ SSgt Alan Platt.
right, from 5 Field
Squadron, 22 Engineer
Regiment, received the
OCR (Oxford Cam-
bridge and RSA Exami-
nations) Recognising
Achievement Award
from the Duke of Edin-
burgh to mark outstanding achievement in
education and training. He completed an
NVQ Level 3 while posted to Bosnia.

APPOINTMENTS

Major Generals: P Gilchrist to be Executive
Director 2, Defence Procurement Agency.
Jan; R V Brims to be Comd Multi-national Div
(SW), Bosnia, Jan; F R Viggers to be Chief of
Staff HQ Land Command, Feb; P C C
Trousdell to be Dep Comd (Ops) SFOR, Mar;
R V Searby to be Senior British Loan Service
Officer, Oman, Mar.

Brigadiers (Dec): S R B Allen to be Comd
51 Highland Bde; A J Graham to be Comd 3

LQISt truck
Thatcham d

Wagons roll: The last truck leaves the
Defence Storage and Distribution Centre,
Thatcham watched by Lt Col Bill Tonkins
and some of his civilian staff. The depot
was closing its gates after more than 50

years supporting the Armed Forces.
Customers will continue to be served from
new locations at Bicester and Longmoor.
Built originally as a tobacco store by WD &
H O Wills, the depot was requisitioned in

1940 and became a sub depot of Central
Ordnance Depot Didcot.

Between 1942-46 the depot was a
storage facility for the US Army and
stretched from Newbury race course to
Greenham Common. It was returned to the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps in 1946, since
when it has had several titles. But its role
remained as a stores loan service for the
Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air Force.

APTC SW Branch: Reunion at Gables Inn,
Falfield, Bristol Road, Gloucester, Feb 4.
Details from Bob Marshall on 01747 860207.

Transport Squadron Cdo Log Regt, Royal
Marines: Past and present ranks and partners
invited to decommissioning function at
SNCOs' Mess, RMB Chivenor, Feb 26.
Replies to SSM (WO02) Wiliams on 01271
857082. The squadron is to be reorganised as
the Landing Force Support Party.

Queen's Regiment: Annual reunion on Mar 4
at Victory Services Club, London. Contact
Association Secretary, RHQ PWRR, Howe
Barracks, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1JY (tel
01227 818054/56).

Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Wiltshire Regiment: Back Badge reunion
weekend, March 25-56. AGM and reunion,
Cheltenham Town Hall, 1800, Mar 25; service
in Gloucester Cathedral followed by luncheon,
Mar 26. Send sae for details to RHQ, Custom
House, Gloucester GL1 2HE.

F Para Battery, 7 Para RHA: Ahmed Khel
reunion weekend, April 7-8. Contact 2nd Lt
Briffa or Sgt Tye on Aldershot Mil 2516 for
reunion details.

Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sgn; J N R Houghton to be
Dir DMO; W E B Loudon to be Comd 39 Inf
Bde HQ and Sig Sgn; M F N Mans to be Comd
Engrs HQ Land; M J Wharmby to be Dir Sp
Systems DGES(A); R Rook to be Dir D Def
Mat Pol.

Brigadiers (Jan): A N Bellamy to RCDS; R
M Brunt to RCDS; T Cross to RCDS; AD A
Duncan to RCDS; A R Freer to RCDS; CS
Grant to be Dir Land Warfare DGD&D; M
Kerley to RCDS; A D Leakey to RCDS; G P

1st, 4th, 7th Royal Tank Regiments: Annual
reunion on April 28-30 at St John's Swallow
Hotel, Solihull. For details, ring Roger
Rathmell on 01752 893495 or Geoff Bourne
on 01752 880527. All REME, RAPC, ACC and
other attached personnel will be welcome.

6 Squad Junior Marines: Reunion at Home
Club, Portsmouth, May 6. Contact Geof
Haywood on 01202 888194. !

50th Missile Club RA: Millennium reunion at
the Lawn, Lincoln on May 13. For reunion or
membership details contact secretary A J
Todd on 01387 262378, write to him at 9 The
Grove, Heathhall, Dumfries, Scotland DG1
1TN or e-mail TODD.A.J@ic24.net

Military Survey Branch, RE Association:
Major reunion planned at Hermitage on Aug
26. Details from Alan Gordon, Hon Sec,
Military Survey Branch REA, 1 Majorca
Avenue, Andover, Hants SP10 1JW.

Red Devils: Reunion 2000 to be held at
Airfield Camp. Netheravon, on Nov 25 for
former team members and people associated
with the team. Details on 01980 678211 or
write to Red Devils” Reunion, Airfield Camp,
Netheravon, Wilts SP4 9SF.

Sheldon to be Cdr HQ BFFI; M D Wood to be
Cdr HQ 101 Log Bde.

Colonels (Dec): D C Bradley to be Col Log
Sp Svcs, Log Sup Branch, HQ Land; A Brown
to be COS Engr-in-Chief, Int Mil Staff,
Brussels; G Gillott to be Head Land Efficiency
Dev Team, HQ Land; NB Josling to be
DACOS G4 Estate, HQ Land; D G Lyon to be
COS HQ DRA; N J Mangnall to be DCOS HQ
Inf, RWH Purdy to be DACOS JF Stds
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Sgt Bill’s feat of clay

Chelsea In-Pensioner Sgt Bill
Moylon imitates a new Philip
Jackson statue which is to be
unveiled on May 4 outside the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea.

Bill was among a group of Pen-
sioners who joined the benefactor,
the Duke of Westminster, Gen Sir
Jeremy Mackenzie, Governor of
the Royal Hospital, and Maj Gen
Jonnie Hall, Lieutenant Governor
and Secretary, at a preview of the
statue in clay at Philip Jackson's
studios in Midhurst, West Sussex.

One-and-a-half times life-size, the
finished bronze, entitled The
Chelsea Pensioner, will stand at
the North Front of the great Wren
building where veterans have lived
since Charles |l founded the Royal
Hospital more than 300 years ago.

Other military works by Mr Jack-
son include The Yomper, a memor-
ial to soldiers of the Falklands War,
outside the Royal Marines Museum
in Southsea, and The Gurkha Mon-
ument, unveiled last year in Horse
Guards Avenue, Whitehall.

The Joint Personnel Recovery Agency is
undertaking an oral history project and is inter-
ested in hearing from anyone with escape or
evasion experience. Replies to S Smith,
JPRA, Defence Intelligence and Security
Centre, Chicksands, Shefford, Beds SG17
5PR (tel 01462 817399; fax 817405) or e-mail
sasmith.jssa@dial.pipex.com

German football fan wishes to trace an English
soldier called Fry, or Frye, who played for
Hannover 96 in 1946. Replies to Hans-Hein-
rich Kellner, 49356 Diepholz, Dr Wilhelm
Kingh Str 11, Germany (tel 05441 1271).

John Squires wishes to contact or receive
news of his father, Peter Sydney Lemon, who
was in 27th Regiment RA in the late 1950s
and early 1960s. Replies to 133 West Street,
Banbury, Oxon OX16 7HA.

All Training Company (Boys)/Boys Compa-
ny RASC, 1944-1948, who wish to meet up in
2000 are invited to contact John (Chalky)
White on 01279 834864, Eric (Taffy) Buckland
on 01222 615405 or Ralph Forbes-Ritte on
01242 234914. They have already organised
three successful reunions.

Independent documentary production compa-
ny making a four-part series for the BBC on
the Special Operations Executive (SOE)
seeks first-hand advice and information. Call
Dominic Sutherland on 0171 482 7027.

King's African Rifles, RBWAFF, Rhodesian and
South African military manuals on bush war-
fare, bushcraft and tracking sought for loan or
purchase by Alan Steele to help with research.
Contact him at 12 Fargo Road, Larkhill, Salis-
bury, Wilts SP4 8LW (tel 01980 653850).

Anyone wishing to find out more about the
Army Wargamers Association (see Bulletin
Board, Dec) may write to Tim Lewcock, Art
Tels 9901, B Coy, SEAE, Arborfield, Reading,
Berks RG2 9NL, e-mail AWA@bigfoot.com

PJHQ(UK); A J Rice to be Chief Production
Branch SHAPE Staff (BAE); D J Rutherford-
Jones to be COS 3 (UK) Div HQ and Sig Regt;
P H J Smith to be Army Member JET(A); J K
Tanner to be Comd CAFTC(G); F A Walthall
to be Asst Dir Joint Def Centre Study Team; P
G Williams to be Col SHAPE Staff (BAE).

Colonels (Jan): | W Abbott to RCDS; G W
Berragan to be Col Indiv Trg, Dir Trg Pol (A): D
J Clements to RCDS; G C W Dodds to be
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or visit http://www.bigfoot.com/~the AWA

T D Barker is hoping a reader may |dent|fy
the photograph i
from which this
scrap, right, was
torn. It shows his
wife's maternal
grandfather,
Robert Crouch,
back, whose wife
was an Eastbourne
midwife. The photo
is believed to have
been taken in the
Ordinance Yard,
Eastbourne, in the
late 1800s. Replies
to 1 Tabernacle
Road, Wotton-Under-Edge, Glos GL12 TEF
(tel 01453 842100).

Details or whereabouts of Thomas Teasdale,
born about 1917 in or near Manchester, are
sought on behalf of his daughter, Monika
Vogt, who lives in Germany. Thomas Teas-
dale was a British soldier based at St Georgen
am Langsee, Austria, in 1945. Replies to
Ronnie Teasdale, The White House, 66
Broadway, Tynemouth, North Shields, Tyne &
Wear NE30 2LH, or e-mail ronnie@teas-
dale47.freeserve.co.uk

Miss S Stanley, 44 Durley Cres, Ashurst
Bridge, Totton, Southampton, Hants SO40
7QA, wishes to trace former soldiers who
served with her grandfather, Charles Alfred
Parsons, East Surrey Regiment during the
Second World War. Also people he met in
Netley Military Hospital while recovering from
bomb blast injuries to his face. Charles is soon
to celebrate his 80th birthday.

News of Norman Sullivan, who landed up in
Stalag 8B, German PoW camp after being
captured in Crete in 1941, sought by fellow
PoW Victor J Hope, 43 Wade Avenue, llke-

DACOS G3 O&D HQ Land; T M Fitzalan
Howard to Language Training; C R L Lomer to
be Sec COS CTEE CDS; P C C Molyneaux to
be Head of Elec Business Delivery, HQ LISA;
M J Von Bertele to RCDS.

Retirements

Colonels: N E L Gilbert, late RCT, Dec; R S
P Tamlyn, late RAMC, Dec; D J P Giriffiths,
late RLC, Jan; J A Kneale, late RAVC, Dec; R
W Ward, late RAEC, Dec.

ston, Derbyshire DE7 5DY. He also wishes to
trace Ivor Fricker and Donald Allsop.

Ex-RQMS JV Lewis, RE Depot Barton
Stacey, 1956-59, wishes to contact a member
of his then staff, Sgt A Rogers RE, or mem-
bers of his family. He has an engraved mess
presentation, left in his care, which he wishes
to hand over. Tel 01474 707598.

Mrs Jennifer M J Bentley seeks information
about her late father, Joseph Briggs, born
May 30, 1912, died April 4, 1966, who served
in the REME during the Second World War.
Also news of surviving family members.
Replies to 16 Clematis Road, Willowdale,
Ontario, Canada M2J 4X2.

Mrs J Loughran-Dickson (Irish Louise)
wishes to contact her friend Sharon Wigman,
formerly Russell, with whom she has lost
touch. Last known to be with the Devonshire
and Dorset Regiment in Warminster. Replies
to Editor (01252 347356).

Richard White is trying to trace the history of
his 1933 Aston Martin, believed to have been
owned at one time by a Capt Daybell (who
died in 1944 or 1945 after a bicycle accident)
stationed at Beachley Camp, Chepstow. Does
anyone remember Capt Daybell or his Aston
Martin during the period 1939-457 Replies to
Richard White, Smeeton Westerby, Leicester-
shire LE8 0QJ (tel 01162404005) or e-mail
richardwhite@netlineuk.net

Ivor Bush, 92nd Field Regiment RA (1940-
45), Anzio, Sicily etc during the Second World
War, was 80 last month and former comrades
are asked to contact his daughter, Susan
Graves, on 01179 677047.

Were you, or do you know of, an Army Cater-
ing Corps sergeant billeted next to the White
Hart public house in Southgate Street, Bury St
Edmunds, Suffolk during the- Second World
War? He was believed to be originally from
Somerset or Devon. If so please ring 01284
764044.

Hayley Billingham (tel 0121 689 1387) seeks
old school friend Rae Von-Breen, who used to
live in Greenoak Crescent, Stirchley, Birming-
ham, and is now in the Army.

Colin MacAulay, 19 Gracemere Court, Wattle
Grove, NSW 2173, Australia, seeks informa-
tion regarding a 51st (Highland) Division
Association and particularly wishes to con-
tact anyone who served with 51st Anti-Tank
Regiment from Sept 1939 to June 1940.

@
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Books

Medical lessons of
the Great War

IN 1918 more than half of Britain's
25,000 professional doctors were
on active service with the British
Army. But the sheer
scale of the First
World War meant
that even the 13,000
in uniform were inad-
equate to cope with
I the appalling casual-
d ties, while the med-
ical cover for civilians
at home was
inevitably spread
very thinly. Those
faced with the similar
challenges of today might find
salutary food for thought in Dr lan
R Whitehead's profound, detailed
and extremely well-documented
study, Doctors in the Great War
(Leo Cooper, £25).

Camaraderie led to
extended career

AFTER a short time as a volun-
teer private in the Royal Scots,
Robin Painter was commissioned
into the Royal Sig-
nals in India in the
Second World War
and went on to fight
with the Chindits and
at Imphal. His often
horrific experiences
of these times are
related vividly in A
Signal Honour (Leo
& Cooper, £19.95). The
fighting and its after-
math are starkly
described but he also conveys a
true sense of the extraordinary
and enduring camaraderie he
shared with his colleagues which
persuaded him to stay on in the
Army until retiring as a lieutenant
colonel in 1972.

Drummer Boy who
went to the Lords

From drummer boy to major to
Staff Superintendent at the House
of Lords, Peter Horsfall describes

-(Hard To Believe | his life in Hard to
Too Old At Sixteen

Believe — Too Old at
Sixteen (The Memoir
Club, £16.95). In
1946 he was “too old"
to join the Royal
Marines, so he enlist-
ed with the Cold-
stream Guards as a
drummer boy.
Through reminis-

cences and anec-
dotes, he tells of his 34-year
Army career and entertains us
with amusing stories about the
Lords. lllustrated by the ever-
whimsical Bill Tidy, the book
recounts the rise of an ordinary
Yorkshireman to the palace of the
mighty.

IMAGINE the scene: you
have reached Army retirement
age, have drafted your CV,
applied for a job and are invit-
ed to an interview. What next?

You are, on balance, proba-
bly best advised not to follow
the tips set out in this must-
read compilation of some of
Sustainer’s funniest pieces,
the second to be published in
aid of the ABF (the first raised
£6,000).

For the uninitiated, Sus-
tainer is the pen-name of a
former officer of the Army
Catering Corps (motto, Wé
Sustain) who for many years
has brought a welcome smile
to some of our more po-faced
military publications.

Illustrated lovingly if idio-
syncratically by Piscator (a
nom-de-plume more akin to
the artist’s real name for those
of you who have studied the
classics), the puckish musings
of this imaginative observer of
the lighter side of Army life
(ves, there is one) prove

at

Spit & Polish and Other Stories
by Sustainer, with illustrations by
Piscator. Published in paperback
in aid of Army Benevolent Fund
and available from Spit & Polish
(SLDR), Freepost, LON 15206,
London SE1 7BR (tel orders, 07000
777789). Price £12.95 (inc p&p),
cheques payable to ABF Scotland.

intellect. It also knackers a
perfectly good pair of suede
shoes.”

And just when you think the
author is showing his serious
and reasonable side by urging
yet more meticulous planning
and research, he hits you over
the head with his jester’s bal-
loon, encouraging you to
research the background of
the person chairing the inter-
view panel, in this case male.

“Study his post-nominals.
DSO, MC or TD will mean he
speaks your language. BD
means he speaks the Padre’s
language. BSc means he
speaks computer language.

“KCMG is an indicator that
he speaks a foreign language

beyond doubt
that not all khaki
humour is black,
if you follow.

But back to
where we came
in, and that ques-
tionable inter-
view advice.

“First, please
don’t bother to
spit and polish
your shoes,” Sus-
tainer writes. “It
doesn’t impress
your average bog-
standard civilian

Corps?

" Win the book

® We have three copies
of Spit & Polish to give
away in a simple
competition. Just answer
the question:;

What was the motto of
the Army Catering

Answers on a postcard
or sealed envelope
containing your name
and address to “Spit &
Polish” Competition,
Soldier, by February 29.
First three correct entries
drawn win a copy.

but has never
called a spade a
shovel in his life.
KCVO means he
hasn’t a clue what
a shovel is.

“MBE is very,
very dangerous.
The guy has been
at the coalface
with a shovel and
dug a lot of coal.
He knows app-
roximately how
many beans make
five and has

who identifies such details of
turn-out as a pathetic mani-
festation of a limited military

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages are
available from Helion & Company, who
can also supply 14,500 in-print military
books and operate a free booksearch;
pé&p is extra. All major credit/switch
cards taken. Please allow up to 28 days
for delivery. Postal address: Helion &

proved it. No
post-nominals at all and
vou’ve got a tiger by the tail.”

Okay, some of Sustainer’s

Company, 26 Willow Road, Solihull,
West Midlands B91 1UE, UK (tel 0121
705 3393; fax 0121 711 1315).

E-mail:

books@helion.co.uk

Website:

http://www.helion.co.uk

this

of tales

commentaries — culled from
what has been a fast-changing
quarter of a century for the
Army — are wickedly irrever-
ent and not necessarily politi-
cally correct by today’s
shifting standards, but the
more sensitive souls are urged
not to let that spoil their
enjoyment of a bit of harmless
fun in aid of a good cause.

Moreover, you will be left in
little doubt that some of the
less complimentary pen-pic-
tures are painted from real-
life. You may even know some
of the characters.

All this may or may not be
true of the hilarious and still
topical piece written in 1998
about a relaxation in the moral
code and published in this
book under the tutle “Cool
Britannia”. If you read noth-
ing else in the collection, don’t
miss this. - CH

Red Berets and Red Crosses
by N M G Cherry. Ex-RAMC
man’'s account of the Medical
Services in the 1st Airborne Div
in the Second World War, with
Arnhem and Oosterbeek told in
special detail. All profits to
Airborne charities. Available in
hardback from N Chery, 3
Church Road, Warton, Lancs
PR4 1BD at £17.95 plus £4 p&p
pEer copy.

Conqueror by Rob Griffin.
Former Royal Armoured Corps
soldier tells the story of the
design,  development and
operational use of the Conqueror
tank. Well researched and strong .
on technical detail. (The

Crowood Press, £19.99.)

More reissues in the excellent
Pan Grand Strategy paperback
series: The Korean War by Max
Hastings (£7.99); The 900 Days:
The Siege of Leningrad by
Harrison E Salisbury (£7.99);
1918: Year of Victory by
Malcolm Brown (£10); Britain's
Army in the 20th Century by Fd
Marshal Lord Carver (£12,99).
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“He hates playing poker with the General . . . he's such a damn bad loser”

This Moss cartoon,
demonstrating a time-
less humour which first
made our readers laugh
37 years ago, is repro-
duced in Soldiers of the
Sixties, Maj Bill Clarke's com-
pilation of extracts from our
archives — or, as he puts it, a
“military chronicle of the
decade as seen through the
eyes of Soldier Magazine”.
Almost 200 facsimile pages
paint an evocative picture of

The Great War Generals on the
Western Front 1914-1918 by
Robin Neillands. First World War

myths exposed: the hardback
edition sold out within weeks of
publication. (Robinson Publish-
ing, paperback, £12.99.)

And We Shall Rock Them by
David = Fraser. Reissue of
eminent historian's classic 1983
account of the British Army in the
Second World War. (Cassell
Military Paperbacks, £6.99.)

The Contemporary Law of
Armed Conflict by Leslie C
Green. All you need to know
about the legalities surrounding
hostilities. Updated second ed-
ition includes Yugoslavia, mines
and laser weapons. (Juris
Publishing/ Manchester Univer-
sity Press, paperback, £25.)

Brassey’'s Defence Yearbook
1999 edited by The Centre for
Defence Studies, King's College
London. Authoritative overview
of current events based on the
centre's research programmes.
(Brassey's, £45.)
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Sixties through
eyes of Soldier

the campaigns and exercises,
sports fields and married
patches of that remarkable era
and we are taken on a pictorial
and verbal “tour” of some of
the overseas stations in which
our soldiers served.

Maj Clarke, who himself

joined the Army at the
beginning of the Sixties,
is the first to recognise
the potential for a series
this magazine's 55
years of British Army cov-
erage — but is not ready to take
on another decade just yet.

Soldiers of the Sixties is
available from W G Clarke (Mil-
itary Books), 199 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts, SP4 B8HB,
for £9.99 plus £2.50 pé&p
(UK/BFPO only).

Warm memories
of the Cold War

by Brig Sebastian Roberts,
Director of Corporate
Communications (Army)

GEN Akehurst subtitles his
autobiography “Then hurrah
for the life of a soldier”.

His military career, so mod-
estly described
in these mem-
oirs, stands for

Generally Speaking by John
Akehurst (Michael Russell,
Norwich, £19.95).

of people; it will be enjoyed
especially by the hundreds he
names, and those who know
them.

But as one reads on, the
book becomes more than a
series of affectionate and
amusing memoirs. Out of it
shines the hu-
manity and
wisdom that
mark out a

the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of British
soldiers who served through
the Cold War, in a myriad far-
flung hot-spots.

For Gen Akehurst, these
were Malaya and Dhofar. He
describes both sparsely and
anecdotally to great effect. A
small criticism: maps would
have been helpful.

The majority of the book is
in this vein, anecdotal and full

really exceptional soldier; hall-
marks of a unique Army.

The final chapter, “Reflec-
tions”, goes to the heart of the
British Army, distilling the
experience and modesty — as
well as the humanity and
wisdom — of the author.

Hurrah for the life of this
soldier — and for the fact that
he has written it down so read-

ably.

IMY.BOOK.

Messenger:

An occasional series in which
we talk to military authors
about their life and work

Empathy is
the key to
success

ONE reason why Charles Mes-
senger's books are so popular
with the military is that he commu-
nicates the nuances of his subject
with the authority
that comes from
having served for
more than 20 years.

“Academic histori-
ans are very good
but there are times
when | feel there is
something missing
in what they write,”
he said.

“Occasionally it is
a lack of understand-
ing of what the fog of
war means and what the stresses
on individuals are, in particular
higher commanders.”

His writing output is prolific,
having penned more than 30
books in as many years, including
The Second World War in the
West, published last year.

Following his father into the
Army, the young Messenger was
commissioned into the Royal Tank
Regiment and in 1962 was posted
to Libya. "It was tremendous, my
first experience of the desert and |
loved it. As a young officer you
have bags of opportunity to use
your initiative and to learn from
your mistakes. My soldiers were
very patient with me.”

He went up to Oxford to read
modern history with military histo-
ry as his special subject, then
returned to the regiment. Subse-
quent postings included the US
Armor School at Fort Knox, where
his “boss” was Gen George
Patton’s son. It was after graduat-
ing from the British Army Staff
College that he began writing.

“It was something | always
wanted to do. It actually started in
1970 thanks to John Keegan, who
taught military history at Sand-
hurst. When Purnell was doing its
great part-work on the First World
War he put my name forward. |
wrote a couple of articles and out
of that came my first book, on
trench warfare, and thereafter |

never looked back."

| Taking early retirement in 1980,

| he turned to writing full-time and is
now working on a book about the
development of the Army as an

| organisation,1914-18. - AS




Mailbag

How system

fails to move
us ‘singlies’

| FEEL compelled to write about the MFO
system for moving unaccompanied bag-
gage from Germany to the UK.

| was informed my MFO would take from
six to eight weeks. It took eight and, to my
horror, for six of those it did not move an
inch from where | left it with the unit in Ger-
many. Paperwork went back and forwards
before any effort was made to move it.

In the meantime, | am supposed to have
with me enough personal possessions,
clothing and uniform to survive for that time.
To make matters worse, | am supposed to
carry it all on the aircraft because | am given
no allowance to bring a car back withme . . .
and to cover the cost of the travel. | am sure
people are getting tired of the same argu-
ments, just as we singles are getting weary
of having to foot the bill, both in inconve-
nience and money. — Capt J Sheldon AGC
(ETS), Officers’ Mess, Worthy Down.

@ After spending a quarter of my adult life
serving in Hohne, where | collected a lot of
lite’s comforts in the shape of fumniture and
windsurfing equipment, my MFO has taken
a full month to catch up with me at my new
posting in Bovington and the system is
refusing to transport my windsurfing kit.

There appears to be disparity between us
“singlies” and the “pads” in financial recom-
pense and services provided during move-
ment. And my fumiture? | was forced to sell
it. Not at all retention positive, DPS(A). =
Maj Nigel Robinson, Bovington.

® Two letters (Dec) highlight the prob-
lems which result from piecemeal budgetary
control. Negative responses to comparable
disturbance allowance for the single soldier
and to the request for a more generous tele-
phone allowance in the Falklands may
indeed be dictated by financial limitations
within the budget slice allocated for these
purposes.

Unlike major civilian corporations, the
Army does not seem to have an overall view
of cost-balancing. The cost of recruiting and
training highly-skilled soldiers who leave in
the five-to-eight year range would pay for
disturbance allowance and telephone calls
many times over, even allowing for Mickey
Mouse accounting which does not include
the salary costs of the trainees. — David
Chown, RO2, 35 AEC, Osnabriick.

JUST A THOUGHT: Why can't the Army be
renamed the Royal Army, in line with the
Royal Navy and Royal Air Force? — Dave
Duxbury, ex-RE, Marlow on Thames.

‘Il never reveal |
am a gay soldier

I THANK the stars that Maj
(Retd) Goodwin (Homosexual
ruling, Dec), is no longer
making decisions that affect people’s
lives. Gay male and female soldiers have
served in the British Army proudly and
honourably for many- years and just
because of the new ruling are not going to
start wearing the “Yes, I was one all
along” T-shirt.

People like Maj Goodwin need to
realise that no gay soldier, especially
male, would dream of becoming openly
gay in the barrack block. Most gay sol-
diers keep themselves very much to them-
selves and would not change their lifestyle
just because of the new ruling, which
means they can no longer be discriminat-
ed against and lose job and livelihood.

I have served eight happy years as a gay
soldier and have never offended anyone
with so much as a so-called “gay gesture”.
I will remain “in the closet” because I
know my sexual orientation offends a lot
of people.

I would never be openly gay in the Army,
and [ speak for others. — LCpl, Germany
(name and address supplied).

Prize letter

In reply to Maj Goodwin, as
a single soldier living in barrack
accommodation, I cannot see
how the ruling on homosexuals in the
Army will incite activity in this area. I
don’t condone the activity but I cannot
see individuals flaunting their sexuality.
Given human rights, I can understand
why the Armed Forces have made the
decision to ignore sexuality. — LCpl
Brotherston, R Signals, Pristina.

Being a regular reader of your magazine,
I find it strange that there has been no
mention anywhere in the past two issues
on the homosexual ruling. I would have
thought it would have made at least the
headline in your monthly digest of what’s
being said in Parliament and the press.

I'have no doubt it would make excellent
reading on your Vox pop page to get the
views of troops. Some critics might think
there is a form of censorship going on in
Soldier. Perish the thought. - WO2
(TSM) S Armstrong, 12 CTT, Bov-
ington, Dorset.

® No censorship at work . . . and we are
planning a Vox pop in the near future. — Editor

Why Army should add
alcohol to CDT regime

I WAS interested to read (Special report,
Dec) about Compulsory Drug Testing and
the Army’s desire to ensure that the work
environment is free from substance abuse.

A young man quoted in Vox pop said he
did not want to “stag on with someone
who’s stoned out of his head”.

However, with one in ten adults in the
UK and 60 per cent of work-related
accidents thought to be attributable to
alcohol, I am amazed the Army does not
extend the testing to include this. I wonder
how many soldiers who*“stag on” carrying a
loaded rifle, or drive large vehicles, would be
over the legal alcohol limit if breathalysed.

I am in favour of a safe culture and have
no wish to work with anyone under the

SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you are an officer or other rank; serving or
civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep them brief and to the point. We'd prefer
them to be typed but if they are handwritten, please put names, addresses and in block

capitals (not necessarily for publication). A prize from the Soldier gift collection will be awarded each month
if we judge that a letter, serious or humorous, merits it. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the
Editor, who reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

influence of alcohol and illegal substances,
but perhaps the Army would do better to
divert some of the money it spends on CDT
into promoting a change of culture towards
health. It could start by reviewing its policy
on consumption of alcohol. — Caroline
Whittaker, Vale of Glamorgan.

Give us credit for
being in the Army -

I AGREE with Sgt Southall about being
treated like a second-class citizen (Jan). I
am seething after trying to purchase a
cooker from Tempo in Salisbury using
their offer of 12 months’ interest-free
credit. We were refused because we have
had a UK address for only 2!/2 years fol-
lowing a four-vear posting in Hameln,
Germany. My husband risks his life for
this country and we get treated in this
way. — Mrs Melanie Craddock, School
of P and RT, Bulford.
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| From Soldier, Feb 1975: A resumé of the
defence review: reductions to cut
| Cyprus commitment; a reduced force to
|| remain in Hong Kong; troops to stay in
|| Malta until 1979 at least; out go forces
stationed in South East Asia under the

b

72 YEARS AGO

Five Powers; out go Gurkhas from
Brunei; Vixen reconnaissance vehicle
and RS80 rocket artillery scrapped.

<

Replacing our freezing
tents should be priority

I WOULD like to reply to SSgt Ann
Ford’s letter (Jan) concerning the MoD’s
£100 million civilian contract to build
accommodation blocks for troops serving
in Kosovo and the delay in opening her
recruiting office in County Durham.
I-totally agree with her that the United
Nations should be meeting the cost of
building accommodation in the Balkans. I
would also like to remind SSgt Ford that
the temperature north of Podujevo over
the New Year period was was minus 15C,
and that proper accommodation is a real
priority for those of us deployed here.
Some of my colleagues are still living in

poorly-heated tents and are having to use
sandbags to stop the wind blowing them
away.

Others have had to buy wood-burning
stoves because the local electricity supply
is too weak to power the heaters.

While I and my colleagues would like to
sympathise with SSgt Ford over the delay
in the refurbishment of her centrally-
heated careers office, we hope that the
delays for her do not last as long as the
delay in building our accommodation
here in Kosovo. — Pte Euan Baird,
Recce Troop, 1 QDG Battle Group,
Kosovo.

Pay gap with civilians drives me to despair

I THINK the root of poor retention is
seated in the disparity in trade pay com-
pared with our civilian counterparts.

A driver Class 1 Band 1 (Scale C) earns
£37.35 a day (£261.45 a week) while a
civilian equivalent who puts in his allowed
56 hours a week at an average rate of
£7.50 an hour will earn £420.

Our wages are meant to be enhanced by

SOLDIER February 2000

the X-factor for putting our lives on the
line and so on, so why is the Army driver’s
pay worse than his civvy counterpart? I
am a 12-year corporal on £351.75 a week,
and am tired of hearing about X-factors
and other allowances which don’t make
up for not earning a proper living wage. —
Cpl AGC (SPS), Wilts (name and
address supplied).

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag@btinternet.com

e
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No beef with French

| WAS very interested to read (Jan, Page
11) that the Defence Secretary and his
French counterpart had signed an agree-
ment which allows each others’ Armed
Forces to use each others’ assets. “Shar-
ing fuel and food gives us greater staying
power,” said Mr Hoon. | suppose this is
one way of getting the French to eat our
beef. — SSgt David Nicholson, 101 (Northum-
berland) Regt RA(V), TA Centre, Gateshead.

On a jarring note

| WONDER if you are aware of what
appear to be a number of deliberate errors
in Gordon Turner's column (Jan, Page
65)? Many of the names of the composers
have been changed by someone having
fun after your Christmas party. — Colin
Dean, Barking, Essex.

@ Apologies to Gordon, who was blame-
less. An over-enthusiastic computerised
spell-check did the damage. The review will
be reprinted in the March issue. — Editor

Thin green line

| READ the appeal (“The thin black line”,
Jan) for funds to build a memorial in the
heart of London to Indian, Caribbean and
African soldiers. How about a memorial
for the thousands of Irishmen who have
served in the British Army over the past
250 years? — Edward Kelly, ex-sapper,
Dover.

Loss to recruiting

| WAS shocked to read that the Army
Careers and Information Office in
Horden, Co Durham may close (Mailbag,
Jan). | set up that office and in the 1970s
and 1980s became known as the best
employer in the area, finding work for
more than 2,000 young men. On a differ-
ent tack, on leaving the Army | worked as
an usher at the local magistrates’ courts
and spoke to many first-time offenders
about a career in the Army. | do hope
ACIO Horden will not close. - P Fox,
Peterlee, Co Durham.

Damp parade

RECENTLY my grandson (ex-RTR) com-
pleted a six-month tour in Kosovo with
the Life Guards as a volunteer. His mother
and sister attended his Kosovo parade at
Windsor, where they had to use the men’s
toilet in the Naafi because no one could
find the key to the ladies’, then got soaked
by heavy rain during the parade. They had
a long drive home in wet clothes. — J Light-
foot MM, ext-RTR, Kirkcaldy, Fife.

RAF stood easy

THE new stand-easy position adopted by
the Army for the SAB80 rifle (report, Dec)
has been used by the Queen's Colour
Squadron, Royal Air Force for nine years.
— Cpl Gary Morris, RAF Regiment.

@



POP

The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

Cpl Sally Amandini
(non-smoker)

The Army indirectly
encourages smokers
by offering cheap cig-
arettes on foreign
tours. Added to that,
we promote smoking
by telling people they
can have designated
smoke breaks. | have known people take
up smoking because of that. | don’t think
the medical people make individuals
aware enough of the dangers.

Pte Zoe Murray
(non-smoker)

| think there should be
an advertising cam-
paign, similar to that
for drink-driving, to
shiow just what
damage smoking does
to the body. Most of the
work buildings here
are non-smoking, but the Naafi is very
smoky. The ultimate deterrent would be to
ban smoking, but that would be like starting
World War Three.

SSgt Debbie Uzolins

(former smoker)

| don’t see that the
Army has any right to
tell people that they
should or shouldn’t
smoke. However, |
don’t think it is fair
that non-smokers
have to work with
smokers unless designated smoking
areas are provided. A non-smoking day
is an ideal opportunity for those who
want to stop to make an effort and | am
sure the medical centre would give help
and advice if required.

/9.4 Burnin

National No Smoking Day is on March 8 and the Army
is keen to promote its own version of the event. We
asked staff and trainees at the Soldier Training Wing,
AG Centre, Worthy Down whether they thought the
Army was doing enough to discourage smoking, or
even if they should, and what help should be provided
for soldiers who want to give up.

Sgt Shawn Matthews (smoker)

The Army doesn't
encourage smoking. In
fact, if | wish to smoke |
have to go to a desig-
nated area. | think the
Army should stay neu-
tral on the subject. If |
wish to smoke it should
be my choice and not
the Army’s. It would be
wholly unfair if they were to ban smoking.

| believe that if smokers want to give up they
can get assistance through the medical
centre.

Pte Paul Leightley,
Field Int Unit
(smoker)

It is a lot easier to stop
smoking if there is a
group of you because
you can encourage
each other. And if the
group of people | am
with all decide to stop smoking on March
8, then | might, too. If they don't, | won't. |
know it affects my fitness so if | have a
basic fitness test (BFT), | don’t smoke
beforehand. I've stopped three or four
times in the past.

Pte Martin Clarkson, AGC(SPS)
(non-smoker). 3
| haven't noticed the
Army doing anything to
discourage smoking
except that there are
some non-smoking
areas. If there were an
order stating that there
would be no smoking
between certain hours,
people would go along with it but it would be
bad for morale and some smokers would be
put under stress.

Interviews: Ray Routledge Pictures: Steve Dock
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Pte Kate Tuttle,
1 Hldrs

(non-smoker)

| don't think the Army
really bothers about
smokers. | think
people would be
encouraged to give up
if they were given help
with the issue of nico-
tine patches and counselling. Ultimately it is
up to the individual.

Cpl Kevin Hunter
(smoker)

| think the Army
could do a little more
to help those who
want to give up, pro-
viding them with
patches and advice.
We shouldn’t smoke
in an environment in
which non-smokers will be working.

Pte David Ham,

19 Regt RA
(non-smoker).

| don't think the Army
does anything to dis-
courage smoking. It
could be more pro-
active and have a
poster campaign to
raise awareness of the
dangers. I'm sure smokers could get help to
quit from the medical centre.

Pte Howard Collins, 3 Regt AAC
(former smoker)

| hate going into the Naafi because of the
smoke and | share a
room with smokers. |
have to cough every
morning. Help to give
up does not seem to
be obviously avail-
able but | am sure if
smokers asked for
assistance they

would get it. As fora
No Smoking Day,
they've had them in the past, but the
smokers ignored them.
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for life

WHAT DO YOU GIVE A CAR

A £16,270 PRICE TAG

When we decided to add an extra feature to the new V70 Classic, we found ourselves at a bit of a loss. After all, it already
has virtually everything. From the latest Volvo safety technology such as WHIPS, SIPS & SIPS Airbags, to luxury features
including leather seats, CD player and electronic climate control. It's equipped to an exceptional standard. But eventually

we did find one item that makes the V70 Classic even more irresistible. An extremely attractive price tag.

*CDPLAYER * ELECTRONIC CLIMATE CONTROL = ALLOY WHEELS * CRUISE CONTROL * INTEGRATED CHILD SEAT
*ROOF RAILS - REAR SPOILER * LEATHER SEATS = HOME SAFE LIGHTING
FOR FULL DETAILS OF HOW TO PURCHASE A TAX-FREE VOLVO ON

YOUR OVERSEAS POSTING, INCLUDING OUR SPECIAL MILITARY PRICES,
LOW RATE VOLVO FINANCE AND PART EXHANGE SERVICE CALL

UK 01707 262 388

Prices apply to the tax free purchase of a brand new Volvo by serving members of HM Forces on, or about to embark on, an overseas posting.
Price quoted is for the V70 Classic 2.4 (140 bhp), UK Specification, excluding delivery and taxes. Correct at time of going to publication.
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