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I FIRST ACK-ACK GIRLS' 

The last ceremony in Britain for the 
draft was an ins ection b Ma- 
jar-General the h m s s  Loyal. 

Left: The ma ic ward "Gib" appears 
on the new fit-bag. Private Florence 
Bell, ofthe advance party stark packing. 

HEN drafts are want- 
ed for overseas, there W is never any lack of 

volunteers from the Women's 

offfcers say that the girls join 
because they are anxious to 

- . , ~ ~  see something of the world. ;t./4 :. ii ..- .I.~' 7 Already many of them are 
.. ' serving abroad as drivers, tele- 

! '  ' phonists. clerks and cooks. 
Now, for the first time since 

the war, women have gone over- 
seas in an operational role, to 
serve with an anti-aircraft regi- 
ment a t  Gibraltar. There were 54 
of them, with three officers. irthe. 

Eh-photographed draft which 
Bovingdon airport in Hertford- 
:e for the Rock. Hardly any of 
m had flown before. , 
be  last women to serve over- 
6 in an anti4rcraft role were 

members of a mixed' anti- 
:raft regiment which, towards 
end of the war, wmstationed 

side Brussels and later moved 
into Germany. One of the Gib- 
ar party, Lance-Corporal Si- , 
ia Harrison. was with 487th 

--.tery when it engaged Vi's in 
Belgium. 

For the Gibraltar draft. the last 
ceremony in Britain was an in- 
spection by Major-General the 
Princess Royal of 46th (Mixed) 
Heavy Anti-Aircraft Reghent, 
Royal Artillery, to which the Bat- 
tery belongs. For some years this 
has been the only Regular Army 
mixed artillery regiment. 

Having spent most oftheirArmy 
life in a mixed regiment. the girls 
were unmoved by newspaper 
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Above: The Rack. The "ack-ack" 
girls may roan find themselves 
working In Its man-made caves. 
Below: One of Glbmitar'r 3.7 FOR'GIB' anti-alrcraftaunr. The Rack soma ......... times gets in front of the target. 

talk of romance on the Rock. 
Their questions to their Com- 
manding Officer. Major Eileen 
Askham, who had just returned 
from a short trip to Gibraltar, 
were about accommodation on the 
Rock and the price of cigarettes 
(50 for 3s 4d). They were told to 
look forward to airy harrack- 
rooms, a room to themselves in 
the garrison NAAFI club, and op- 
portunities to visit Spain. Their 
tour is for three years, 

One of the more travelled 
members of the draft is Company 
Serjeant-Major EnidMallard, who, 
along with another WRAC ser- 
leant-major, went by motor-cycle 
to see the Olympic Games. She 
rode pillion. The route was by 
ship to Esbjerg. by motor-cycle 
acrose Denmark. by ship to Swe- 
den and then on by motor-cycle, 
returning via Germany and Hol- 
land. SaidSerjeant-Major Mallard: 
"Now I hope it will not be long 
before my companion, Serjeant- 
Major Marjory Carter. motor- 
Cycles out to see mein Gibraltar." 

Two officers. Captain Clare 
Thomas and Lieutenant Amoret 
Scudamore, knew that they were 
earmarked for a special role 
when they were sent on anti- 
aircraft courses earlier in the 
VWI. 

The regiment the girls have 
left, 46th @fixed) Regiment, was 
formed in 1942 as 96th (Mixed) 
Haavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment. It 
shot down a record numher of 
Vi's over the Essex Marshes 
back One battery to Madras can in trace 1- its m history rJh- .._-. I _" 
rdtar the girls Le joining ~-4th 

/ Anti-Aircraft Regiment. 



.... 
' . , ,  ,: . .  , ,  . ..: .. . , , '  . . . .  

'. ~ , ,  , 

SOLDIER 

I 
. . i  

I 

.. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . .> .  
. . ,  

.. ~. 
, , . .  ~ . .  . .  

. .  i 



, 






































