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matebe#.. guard-mounting and WI 
RSMs parade. complete wi& 
full .band. Out on the ranger, 
Utey fired the complete range of 
Infan? rtatoan we ona. The 

saw cookhouses and workshopa 
and rode British motor-cycles. 

What did they think of it all? 
-- Corporal Sapunar summed up: 

, .  ' . There's very little difference 
in the work. 'Ihe only thing& 

. . :we seem to work iooger than 
. '  you. Our rev.eille is earlier, we 
. , ~  'don't break off for NAAFI, and 

we h o c k  off a bit later. That's 
' ,  'all." 

.~ Poalscripf: According to the 
American Zone magazine "Now" 
three American soldiers who 
trained 'with the Gordon High- 

. ' landers. "complained that Yhey 
had had nothing to &nk but tea 
for the past two weeks. The tea 
wasn't bad, but there was too 
much of it, and no coffee." The 
exchange, says "NOW," incited 

tured cracks about 
kilts, the "language harrier" and 
"those, damned informal, girl- 
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Watched by o Ro nI Furi!- 
.ers* instructor. Zorpoml 
Metcalf loads a PlAT for 1 Serjwnt Americans Cook. flrcd All all fovr the 
British platoon weapons. i,E . . .- 

A S O T H E R S  1 
.' 1 

1 S A W  I T  1 
A German magozine 
printed thepictureon 
left. Translated cap- 
tion reads: "Gl in 
Scots kilt-During an 
exchonge of Amer- 
ican and Brttishrold- 
iers.. . the Amer- 
ican Serjeant John 
Peter tries on a 
real Scots kilt - for 
three weeks only." 

This picture i s  from 
a n  articla entitled 

~~ ~ 

'*Occupation Lend- 
Lease' ln"Naw,"the 
magazine publish- 
ed i n  the American 
Lane of Germany. 
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COLONEL TEDDER 
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ACK in 1915 Marshal of the RAF 
Lord Tedder wore Army khaki 
with the badge and buttons of the 

Dorsetshire Regiment. For a few hours 
recently he went hack inlo khaki again 
- lhis time with the rank of colonel in 
lhe Royal Artillery. 

Thri O C C d S l U I l  w a s  his hint vis11 lu hi6 i 
in?\\' unit ~~ 490 (Mixed] Heavy A A  .' 

Regimen t  RA (TA) at Finchley, Londoii 
- of which he was made honorary 

ro lonel  las t  August, 
Although the R A F  lids suppiied calunris In uni- 

01 regimenls ot the Regular Army (Lord form: Marshal ofthe 
Trenchdrd of thE Royal Scots Fusiliers and RAF Lord Tedder. 
Air Marshal Sir John Baldwin of the 8th 

B 
;: 

i 

1 

~ ~~ 

hing's Irish Hussars) hc  is the first airman t u  be cm hurtordry culunei  
(only Territorials have honorary colonels). 

The u n i t  claims close ties witli the UAF, for i n  the early days 01 
IhP war (as 80 HAA Regtment) it g u r d s d  the following aerodromes: 
Biggin Hill, Hornchurch. Rochlurd, Hawkmge, North Weald,  Waitis- 
l idm and Liltlehampton. Later i t  went to North-West Europc. 

Lorr! Teddrr came to heal 01 90 HAA Regiment when he was with 
SHAEF. Shortly after t h r  wdr ended the present Commmdmg Oihcer, 
Lleut-Colnnel U. Grevllle Stceic. vis~lcrl hls brother who was 
diplomatic adviser to General Eisenhower and was stationed with 
SHAEF headquarters a t  Rhwnrs. There Lieut-Col. Steele met Lord 
Tedder and the acquaintance was renewed last year when he asked 
the  Marshal to  become honorary c o l u ~ ~ e l  

When Lard Tedder arrived t u  ~nspcct  hls regmenl ,  accompanied 

Floodlights for the Colonel: the 
chilly job of illuminating the drill hall 
and the barrage balloon floating over 
it fell to these searchlight men. 

Trumpets for the Colonel: two men 
of the King's Troop, R6yai Horse Artil- 
lery were there to play a fanfare. 

1 

"You look as though you enjoy being in the WRAC." Behind Lord 
Tedder (wearing Army uniform again after more than 30 years) 
i s  the Commanding Officer. Lieut-Colonel R. Greville Steele, RA. I Sand in their shoes: Lord Tedder and L/Bdr. S. G. Duckworth 

bolh knew the same stretches of North African desert. 

--- 
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NUMBER g< , A N  OLD SOLDIER U .  MAY , .r ~ "3 HAVE ,- - a " _ -  A'NEW . -~ .>, i. 

: RASC 
rla, 1 d tlia! wwrrh Army, imdr In. 9918, .~ 

ACK in World War One 
an 18-year-old soldier 
named Evans was charg- 

ed  with failing to maintain 
someone else's family. It was; 
of come. a case of mistaken 
identity. for both men had 
the  same Christian name and 
surname. served fn the same 
battalion and had the same 
regimental number. 

This duplication of number6 
often happened, for not only 
did corps have identical 
blocks of figures. but so did 
different battalions in .the 
same regiment. 

When men were transferred 
from one banalion to another. 
there was duplication until the 
Record Office had given ' them 
frekh numbers. When men were 
transferred half a dozen times (as 
sometimes happened) Record 
Offices were thrown into con- 
fusion. 

After the war a  new scheme 
was planned whereby (to help 
IdBntification) a man's corps or 
regiment could be recognised 
from his number. That w6sn'l 
such a good idea. if only from 
the point of view of security, To- 
day the Army has yet another 
system of numbering. 

Considering the age of the 
British Army. it is surprisinq that 
units only started numbering 
their men 120 years ago. Before 
that they had to make their own 
arrangements to preveni the 

.Smiths and Browns being confus- 
ed. (In World War Two a battal- 
ion of the Welch Regiment, 
tinding it had 30 Joneses on its 
strength. formed a Jones platoon. 
It nearly drove the platoon ser. 
jeant mad, and so was disbanded.) 

The first regimen,t to number 
its men was the 56th Foot (later \ the 2nd Essex Regiment). A court for the militia battalion and a th; formation of new battalions 
held to examine the regimental third and fourth set (alsoidentical) - including "Pals". "Bantams" men joined 
books highly praised tb6 zeal and for the two volunteer bettalions. and "Footballers" .- and new Were wounded. were 
industry of the CO, a Colonel When World War One started corps - machine gun, tank and Sent regiment from 
Barclay. for devising the idea of the War Office grew a little labour - meant building up ho*ital* wounded again 
giving each man a number "to be concerned whether the r h e m e  large pools 'of reinforcements and 'QUnd in a differ- 
marked on his attestation and would work in au  enormously which collected men of. all arms ent arm - and parhaPS- 
placed against his name in the de- expanded h y .  By. this time the 
scrlption and other record books." volunteers had become Terri- of their cap badges, to those men a t e r ing  hosgital 

Shortly afterwards the Com- torials and the militia were stand- units in need. County TA units give the number Of a unit 
mander-in-Chiefs office in the ing by to reinforce the regular reinforced their county regiments they liked in the hWe Of being 
Horse Guards directed al: regi- battalions (which meant drafting and some Scottish battalions had posted back to if. 
ments to do the same, starting in reserves with identical per- as many as three soldiers with the taxpayer the loss was 
with lhe oldest soldier, who was sonal numbers to those held by the same name and number. As considerable. Were 
to be number one. Each man had the regulars). kast as they could Record Offices Often helpless when the acquit- 
to tell ail his frieads to quote his The system failed, and during issued new numbers to all rein- r°Ks arrived they 
number when enquiring after him. the following four years the forcements. What was the result7 did not know men's latest 

numbers. In an attempt to ease 
the chaos Record Officers issued 
new blocks of numbers to base 
echelons, who in turn handed 
them to base reinforcement pools 
for distribution. Meo detailed at 
a moment's notice for a front line 
regiment would be given their 
new numbers as they moved off, 
with no chance to change their 
identity discs. Those who were 
killed were thereupon "identif- 
i e d  by dheir identity disc nnm- 
bers which conveyed nothing at 
all to the Record Officer of the 
regiment to which they belonged 
when they died. This led to long 
delays in informing next-of-kin. 

It was not unknown for new 

,numbam m&re~*ww*h . .  
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and distributed them, regardless half a new 
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units to be given identical blocks 
of numbers. In 1916 batches of men 
in the Labonr Corps were sent to 
France without any numbers. No 
wonder that when the American 
Expeditionaxy Force arrived in 
Europe in 19l?, without any 
system of numbering their men. 
a BriLish Record Officer told the 
advance party: "For heaven's 
sake give each man a number 
which will I@ him throughout 
his career. no matter how many 
times he is transferred." 

After lhe war the officer in 
charge 'of the Labour Corps 
Record Office at Nottingham 
wrote to the War Office suggest- 
ing one record office for the 
Anny and one system of number- 
ing. The first idea was turned 
down but the second was adopted 
after long discussiom 

The French soldier, someone 
discovered, had two numbers - 
one given him when he was re- 
aruited, the second a regimental 
number which changed whenever 
he was posted. This wa5 felt to 
he too cumbersome. The German 
scheme, similar in idea, was no  
better. 

Apart from the -  RASC and 
RAMC Record Offices, whose re- 
presentatives felt that in war 
time any system was liable to 
upset and that the old system 
should not be altered, the A m y  
approved the idea of A m y  
numbers in place of regimental 
numbers, and decided that a large 
block, sufficient to last for many 
years, should be'issued to each 
C a r p S .  

such Suggestions es A for included the RA. Someone g r e b .  

else wanted the last two figures 
of the year to be used to de- 
note a man's seniority - e.g. 
t9/123456 for a man who began 
his service in 1919. One pay. 
master wanted the man's regi- 
ment denoted by using that regi- 
ment's seniority as a prefix - 
a man in the Devonshire Regi- 
ment would have the number 
11/123456 (the Devon's being 
11th Foot). If transferred to the 
Oxfordshire and Buckingham- 
shire Light Infantry his nuunber 
would he 43/123456. 

Someone else wanted a decimal 
point system used. with the point 
in a different position for differ- 
ent m s .  Still another idea was 
for the Ternitoriak to 'have 
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identical numbers to the Army 
but with the piefix "T". 

On 9 Ahgust 1920 the new 
Army numbering system started 
on the simplest plan possible -no 
prefixes. no decimal points, just 
plain blocks of numbers. The first 
block, Nos 1 to 234,oOO went to 
the RASC; Nos 294,001 to 304.000 
went to the Household Cavalry. 
From t b d  day onwards it became 
possible to idenhify the reghept  
or corps from a man's number. 
and the list i5 still published in 
King's Regulahions. The soldier 
who secured the toveted No. 1 
was Serjeant-Major George 
James Redman, RASC; when he 
died in 1935 the number died 
with him. Number .l,000,0Cnl went 
to Gunner James Renton. 

Under the new scheme a man 
could be transferred a dozen 
times, hut he would still 
keep his original number, and 
once issued to a regiment, a 
block of numbers would never' 
be wed by any oI&er. That is 
why some blocks of numbers will 
never be used. They belong to 
regiments like the COTS of 
Military Accountants (7,?33.001 
to 7,?5?,MM) now disbanded. 

The RASC, RAOC and Pay'. 
Corps outran the& blocks and; 
recently were issued with new 
ones. In 1929 the Jersey and 
Guernsey militia nmnbers were 
withdrawn, although thme units 
conbinued. The years immediately 
before World War Two saw the. 
birth of the ATS who were given 
W/I to W/SOO.000 and the VAD 
who got W/500.001 to W/1.000.000. 
The only other body allowed a 
prefix were the RASC ("r" for 
transport. '3'' far supply. " M  
for mechaoical transport and "R' 
for remounts.) 

In 1942 began the enlistment 

"Always thesame-he'll do onything to be first in the NAAFI queue." 

of men straight into bhe new no pre-determined order, to the 
Genesal SeFice~ Corps, which 21 other record offices, to be 
was given the block 14,200.001 used up as enlistments come in. 
to lS.Mw),000 and more recently National Servicemen alsq get 
19.o00,Wl to 19.200.000. Certain their numbers in similar blocks 
foreigners serving in the Army from one central office. Two men 
who were afraid of rePdsa1s 'with successive numbers may go 
against their families wereallow- to two different units. If captured, 
ed to change the& name and their numbers would convey 
British A m y  number during their nothing to the enemy. 
service. Colonial troops enlisted Today if a mn to the 
LocallY for British Units  bad Army the day after his release 
special prewes. For exa=pk a he gets a new number. A man 
Maudthn soldier wm given the joining the Territorials also gets 
lethm M A m  before number a fresh one. This finally disposes 
and a m m  of the idea that a man keeps his 

A notable disadvantage of the number no matter how 
1920 scheme was its lack of se- many he the A ~ ~ ~ .  
curity. to give A the POW name wasnotsupposed of his regiment the with so many and getting men r e j o i ~ q  a new 

hut with a COPY of King's Regu- number, it  is not as easy to tell 
lations intelligence in his officer hand could an enemy tell a past. a man's it is service no good as the i t  was old soldier in the 

man's regiment from his number. looking at a comrade's number 
. In August 1 9 0 .  therefore. the and "YOU haven't got 

latest scheme was introduced. much se-ce in: ne chap with 
The Record Office-at York now the new number may be a vey 
keeps the master Anny index ,,ld.timer. 

MTA. 
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For example: "Thomas er. name ond religion are 
5th Foot, No. 55." numbered The main cause of the on the identity discs of Thomas 

Gradually the system resulted failure was the heavy flow- of Atkins. The lower disc he  h o p s  
in one block of numbers for the casualties, which meant posting will~neverbeneeded-itissnlpp- 
two regular battalions in each so many troops from one a m  or ed from his  body if  h e  is killed. 
regiment. a second set (identical) r e ~ m e n t  to another. In addition 

HOW OFFICERS GET THEIR NUMBERS 
FFICERS did not have personal numbers until after World 0 War One.  even then these were not introduced without 

some opposition, for it was argued that numbers would lower 
.the dignity of commissioned rank. 

Then, as now, officers' documents were kept in special 
folders in the War Office and it  was decided to adopt the 
numbers on the outside of ,each one as its owner's personal 
number. As similar files are used far established civil servants, 
some of the numbers in a new block may go to newly estab- 
lished%ivil servants and the rest to newly commissioned officers. 

These files must not he seen by their owners. and a notice 
to this effect is printed in large red lettering on each file. A 
careful watch is kept to see that officers working in the 
War Office do not see their own files. Once during the war 
a womah temporary civil servant Sent for an officer's file. She 
never received it. The officer was her husband. "And if anyoneelse has a nomelike Trumpington-Feather- 

stonehaugh h e  can come ond punch it out himself." 
"Beggln' your pardon. sir. I AM wearlng them." 

P A G E  22 
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