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@ British troops exercise in desert
@ First pictures of Jubilee Medal

@ Henry Cooper on his Army days
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Thirsty work: Tpr
Ben Parker, left, and
Tpr Christopher
Petherbridge of D
Squadron, The
Queen’s Royal
Lancers, relax at the
end of a day in the
Omani desert.
Picture: WO2 Pete Bristo
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Ready to finish

No matter when, no
matter where, if
called upon British
troops are ready to
play their part in

the war against
International terror

Reports: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Mike Weston

FROM the outset it was clear, this would
be a war like no other. Years of bloody
experience, forged in the furnace of fight-
ing urban, national and international ter-
rorism, mean British troops are uniquely
equipped to deal with the new threat.

As Soldier went to press no British
ground troops had been committed to the
war in Afghanistan. Army sources dis-
missed stories that British ground forces
were already operating in Afghanistan.
They had no basis in fact, according to
the sources.

Prime Minister Tony Blair announced
on October 7 that UK Forces were taking
part in Operation Veritas against Osama
bin Laden’s al-Qaeda terrorist organisa-
tion and the Taliban regime harbouring
them in Afghanistan.

On the night of October 7, Tomahawk
missiles were fired at a Taliban terrorist
site by Royal Navy submarines. The US
struck 29 other locations. USAF C-17
aircraft also began humanitarian drops of
emergency rations concentrations of dis-
placed persons.

Coalition operations continued with
Royal Air Force support aircraft flying
operational sorties from October 9. Royal
Navy Tomahawk missiles were again fired
on October 13.

The Tomahawk land attack missile is a
key weapon system for RN submarines,

C Squadron, 1st The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards, briefs his troop during Exercise
Adventure Exchange in Turkish Thrace,
150km north-west of Istanbul.

The month-long deployment was an
opportunity for Allied Command Europe
Mobile Force (Land) to work together with
the 12 participating nations. AMF (L) was
formed in 1960 by Belgium, Germany, the

-

Listen up: Lt Luke Roberts, above right, of

UK and the USA, with Italy and Canada
joining later. The force was intended as a
light, strategically mobile force held at
high readiness to deploy anywhere within
Allied Command Europe to demonstrate
Nato’s solidarity and resolve to deter
aggression. There are currently up to 14,
infantry battalions available in the force
pool with associated support totalling
22,000 soldiers from 17 nations.

Put your foot down: Tpr Dave Read

(gunner), Tpr Peter Stoner (commander)
and Tpr Rhys Long (driver) of The Queen’s
Dragoon Guards deploy in a Scimitar

having made its operational debut during
the Kosovo campaign in 1999, Targeting
data can be passed from Fleet Headquar-
ters at Northwood to a submarine any-
where in the world.

British Forces committed to Operation
Veritas include Royal Navy S and T Class
submarines and RAF support aircraft.

Three RN nuclear-powered Fleet sub-
marines of the Swiftsure and Trafalgar
classes are deployed in the area of opera-
tions — HM Submarines Superb, Trafalgar
and Triumph.

RAF Tristar and VC-10 tanker aircraft
from RAF Brize Norton in Oxfordshire
have also deployed to support the opera-
tion. Their refuelling system is compati-
ble with US Navy and US Marine Corps

aircraft, allowing them to offer support to
US carrier-borne assets. The RAF has the
largest air-to-air refuelling tanker force in
the world after the US.

Air-to-air refuelling is invaluable in air
operations, since the limiting factor on
aircraft range becomes, to all intents and
purposes, the endurance of the aircrew,
allowing aircraft to operate anywhere in
the world with great rapidity.

Other RAF aircraft supporting the
operation include sophisticated E-3D
Sentry AEW1 surveillance and control
aircraft from RAF Waddington, Lin-
colnshire; Nimrod R1 surveillance air-
craft, also from Waddington; and
Canberra PR9 reconnaissance aircraft
from RAF Marham, Norfolk.

The reconnaissance and surveillance
assets are capable of a wide range of tasks,
including the location of concentrations
of displaced people in need of humanitar-
ian help, a task which the PR9 has previ-
ously carried out in Africa.

In other developments, legal mecha-
nisms are in place to call up reservists
should the need arise. So far 150, mostly
RAF specialists, have volunteered for ser-
vice. They are being deployed at home
and overseas.

Army Medical Services are in a normal
state of preparedness and there is no
enhanced training being undertaken. The
bulk of Army medics are already deployed
on operations and exercises from Oman
to the Balkans and Sierra Leone.

and women
among ‘best in
_ world’, says PM

UK'’s Servicemen

PRIME Minister Tony Blair said in a
statement on the security situation: “I
want to pay tribute if | might right at the
outset to Britain’s Armed Forces. There
is no greater strength for a British Prime
Minister and the British nation at a time
like this than to know that the forces we
are calling upon are among the very best

in the world.

“They and their families are, of
course, carrying an immense burden at
this moment and will be feeling deep
anxiety, as will the British people. But we
can take pride in their courage, their
sense of duty and the esteem with which
they’re held throughout the world.”

Dr Lewis Moonie, Under-Secretary of
State for Defence and Minister for Veter-

—\
ans, chaired the first plenary meeting of
the new Veterans’ Forum. Paying tribute

jonnel engaged on operations
terrorist targets in Afghanistan,
ie noted the flood of calls
by the MoD Veterans' Advice
‘veterans and reservists declar-
,r.ﬂﬂé_hbilh should their services
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OPERATION VERITAS

Insurers take cover

PAX, the Army’s most popular private person-
al accident insurer, has put a block on soldiers
taking out new policies.

Since September 20 anyone trying to take
out a Pax policy will be disappointed. Policies
affected include Pax Plus, RPax and XPax.
But policyholders who took out instrance
before the cut-off date are unaffected.

About 50 per cent of the Army has Pax life
assurance or personal accident insurance.

While the MoD encourages its personnel to
take out additional cover, the decision rests
with the individual. Policies are commercial
undertakings and the MoD does not carry any
of the risk — or gain — from the premium.

All Servicemen and women are covered by
a comprehensive package of benefits through
the Armed Forces Pension Scheme and War
Pensions Scheme. This guarantees payments
to widows of soldiers killed in action and to
personnel severely injured. The schemes are
unaffected by commercial considerations.

Pax’s underwriters, AIG Europe (UK),
decided to close their policies to new appli-
cants because of the uncertain international
situation. The right to prevent people joining a
commercial insurance scheme when the level
of risk is thought to have increased is normal
business practice. Other insurance compa-
nies have increased their premiums.

Staff at Permanent Joint Headquarters at
Northwood, Middlesex are making arrange-

ments for application forms from other insur-
ance providers to be fast-tracked to personnel
already deployed to Oman who have no pri-
vate cover.

Naafi Financial is still accepting applica-
tions for new premiums, which start from £2 a
month for up to £10,000 cover. Soldiers must
pay a year's worth of premiums up front. “For
the peace of mind it gives you | don't think it's
a large amount of money,” said Mr Al Voice,
managing director of Naafi Financial.

“We are disappointed that some sections of
the market have pulled away from it because
there is always the accusation that you can
buy insurance when you don’t need it, but
maybe when you do, you can't”

Mr Voice said customers should accept
some responsibility. During the Gulf War,
some soldiers took out large cover, usually
paid for by monthly premiums, but then can-
celled it immediately the crisis was over.

“The cost is quite high to establish a policy
in terms of administration, so if you collect one
month's premium, and then the policy is can-
celled, you've had all the risk and all the cost.

“What we don't want is those individuals
who may take advantage of the current situa-
tion to cover themselves and then as soon as
it is over say they don't need it anymore."

Soldiers who have taken out Naafi Finan-
cial motor insurance are automatically cov-
ered for personal accidents.
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The Royal British Legion is
dedicated to help serving

and ex-servicemen and women
and their families...

...1,000 people are helped to

visit war graves every year

...over 300,000 calls for help
are answered every year

...54,000 people are helped
with war pensions every year

R

p|e are helped with
in our homes every year

...100,000 visits are made each
year to the housebound or
those in hospital.

If you would like to join
The Royal British Legion,
know more information THE ROYAL BRITISH
or make a donation please LEGION
call 08457 725 725.
Alternatively, visit our
internet site
www.britishlegion.org.uk
Reg. Charity No. 219 279




UPDATE

Troops on spot as

Iris batters Belize

Ripon divers recover bodies in aftermath of killer hurricane

Report: Anthony Stone

SOLDIERS on an adventurous training
diving expedition in Belize helped recover
bodies after a devastating hurricane hit the
southern end of the country.

Twelve divers on an expedition organ-
ised by Ripon-based 38 Engineer Regi-
ment pulled bodies from mangrove
swamps and a half-sub-
merged boat after Hurri-
cane Iris wreaked havoc.

A 160-man composite
company group from
Hounslow-based 1st Bat-
talion, The Devonshire
and Dorset Regiment, in
Belize for routine jungle
training, also deployed to
badly affected areas.

Two local people and 18
Americans — believed to be
nine couples — died during the storm.

Maj John Knopp, PWO, 2ic of the 80-
man British Army Training and Support
Unit Belize, said: “We got warning the
hurricane was coming and we knew we
had a real problem on our hands.

“We evacuated the D and D soldiers out
of the jungle and got the diving expedition
back to base.”

Troops pulled
from jungle play
key role in get-
ting emergency
food and water
to worst-hit
parts of Belize

Miami’s National Hurricane Warning
Center classified Iris as a_ small but
extremely dangerous hurricane, the most
destructive storm to hit southern Belize
for 40 years.

“Imagine a fly-mow 20 miles wide, cut-
ting through the jungle and flattening
everything in its way,” said Maj Knopp.
“Remember the hurricane that struck
parts of southern Britain in
1987 and imagine that 15
or 20 miles wide.”

Most of the victims were
American tourists enjoying
a diving holiday on the
120ft boat Wawve Dancer,
which had sought shelter
in a dock when the storm
hit the shoreline.

“Wawve Dancer had gone
to Big Creek to get out of
the way,” said Maj Knopp.
“What they had not realised was that the
hurricane had turned south and they got
hit head-on. The boat was ripped away
from its moorings and turned over.”

A call was put out for volunteers to
search for survivors in the boat.

“Wave Dancer capsized at 10pm, so it
was eight hours before they even had day-
light on the scene,” said Maj Knopp.

Members of the 38 Engineer Regiment-
led diving team helped police to make the
search and Capt Tim McClune and a
local man, Billy Leslie, found two bodies
in the boat.

At the same time a helicopter from 25
Flight, Army Air Corps, which supports
the Belize training unit, searched adjoining
mangrove swamps and located seven more
bodies.

Capt Natasha Bennett, SSgt Billy Mac-
donald, Cpl Steve James and Cpl Greg
Burnlees helped Belize police recover the
corpses.

D and D soldiers played a key role in co-
ordinating emergency food and water dis-
tribution over the following seven days. B
Company was deployed to Placencia and
D Company to Punta Gorda.

Lynx and Gazelle helicopters from 25
Flight delivered food, water and medical
teams to outlying villages cut-off by flood-
water.

Maj Knopp has seen three hurricanes in
Belize at close quarters, but said this was
the worst in his experience.

“When it happens we close everybody
down and get them into places of safety.
We wait it out until it has gone, otherwise
it would be as bad as sticking your head up
on a range.”

Cameraman lan :

p

‘Major killed in

helicopter crash

MAJ Vanessa Lang, AGC(SPS), an officer
on the HQ 5 Division Media Ops staff, was
killed when a helicopter crashed on a
reconnaissance flight in Sierra Leone on
October 19.

She was serving as a press officer with
the British Army detachment in Freetown,
capital of Sierra Leone, and was a passen-
ger in a Mi-24 helicopter.

Normally based at Shrewsbury, Maj
Lang (40) was the widow of an Army offi-
cer. They had no children.

Col David Bone, the Chief of Staff at 5 Div,
said: “Vanessa was a hugely professional
person, but at the same time was great fun.
Her death is a great loss. Everyone who
knew her will be very shocked and our
thoughts are with her family at this time.”

Other occupants of the helicopter sur-
vived the accident.

Professional and fun: Maj Vanessa Lang

dies in accident

SGT lan Liptrot, Gren Gds, whose photographs
regularly appeared in Soldier, was killed in a
road traffic accident last month.

After eight years serving as the
London District staff photograph-
er, Sgt Liptrot had recently been
posted back to the 1st Battalion,
Grenadier Guards.

His work brought him into con-
tact with the national media and
the Royal household and many
guardsmen had reason to be
grateful for the photographic
record he produced of their part
in State and ceremonial events.

Sgt Liptrot's most recent
assignment was to cover the bat-
talion on exercise in the mountains of Norway.

He was due to have been married at the end
of last month.

Sgt lan
Liptrot
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‘No evidence’
for Suez medal,
says minister

VETERANS of the Suez Canal Zone have
been rebuffed again in their long-running
campaign for formal recognition.

In a written answer to Parliament, Dr
Lewis Moonie, Under-Secretary of State for
Defence and Minister for Veterans said there
were no plans to recognise Suez service
during the period 1951 to 1954.

“The matter was reviewed in 1998 by the
then Minister for the Armed Forces, who
found no evidence that he believed would
enable him to persuade the Committee on
the Grant of Honours, Decorations and
Medals to overturn their policy of non-retro-
spection, or to revoke any of the decisions
made at the time or following various
departmental 1990, Dr
Moonie wrote.

“No such evidence
light.”

He was responding to a question from
Michael Trend, MP for Windsor.

@ As reported in Soldier’s coverage of the
50th anniversary of the Suez Canal Zone
emergency, it remains the only active service
campaign since 1945 not to be recognised
with a medal.

Land on the run

reviews since

has since come to

Cheque this: A team of six from HQ Land Com-
mand at Wilton ran the 70 miles from Wells to
Exeter as part of a John o’'Groat’s-to-Land’s End
relay to raise funds for the Clic — Cancer and
Leukaemia in Childhood — charity.

From left to right are Col Neil Fairclough, Maj
Fiona Reid, Sgt Chris Harvey, Emma D'Alton
and FIt Lt Will Thurrell, who hope to collect at
least £1,200. Maj lan McDougall, who complet-
ed the line-up, is missing from the photograph.

® A team from HQ 160 (Wales) Brigade raised
£1,600 for Clic by completing
the 75-mile leg between Great
Welland and Bristol. The
Brecon runners were Maj Jan
Waring, AGC(RMP); Maj Willie
Swinton, SG; Maj Andy Yates,
RLC; Capt Giles Timms and
and WO1(SSM) Giles Timms,
both Para; WO1 (ASM) Dave
Oldham, REME; and WO1
(GSM) Neil Prince, RA.

BRITISH Army musicians performed
to huge acclaim in New York at the per-
sonal invitation of the city’s charismatic
mayor.

The Band of the Coldstream Guards
and the Pipes and Drums of the 1st
Battalion, Scots Guards flew to Ameri-
ca in response to a request from Mayor
Rudolph Guiliani.

He had seen on television the unique
changing of the guard ceremony out-
side Buckingham Palace on September
13 — two days after the attacks on the
World Trade Centre and Pentagon — at

Warm welcome: NYPD officer

C

New Yorkers respond to Buckingham
Palace’s unique changing of the guard

Robert
Numssen, left, greets Musn Jonathon Truscott,

which the band played the American
national anthem during a special act of
remembrance ordered by the Queen.

® A piper from the 1st Battalion,
The Black Watch, based in Kosovo,
plaved Amazing Grace at a memorial
service in Pristina for the victims of the
attacks. The regiment has long-stand-
ing links with the US and Black Watch
pipers played at the funerals of both
President Kennedy and his widow. Its
Pipes and Drums perform for the Pres-
ident on the lawn of the White House
during their regular tours of the States.

@® Seventy-two soldiers from
York-based 2 Signal Regiment
ran, cycled and rowed the 3,400
miles that separate Imphal Bar-
racks in Fulford and New York to
raise money for the families of
those killed in the attack on the
World Trade Centre.

Nine teams of signallers clocked
up the miles without leaving “old™
York. They used exercise mach-
ines at two city locations to com-
plete the event in 36 hours while
colleagues with buckets collected
donations from passers-by.

1
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Pictures: Sgt Shaun Lewis, HQ Land MNT

City lament: A piper of the 1st Battalion, Scots
Guards plays to an appreciative crowd in New York
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Loggies in Omani beach rescue

WO2 Aidy Gilbert and SSgt Frenchy
Sanders of 6 Supply Regiment RLC
were about to take comedian and TV
presenter Bobby Davro diving off the
Omani coast when they became
involved in a race against time to save two
local youngsters in danger of drowning.
The swimmers had been swept by
strong currents out of the bay off a beach
near Camp Sword, the British Army’s
Exercise Saif Sareea base at Salalah.
WO2 Gilbert and SSgt Sanders, both
experienced at working with rescue ser-
vices, put on dive gear and swam to the

headland, where two people were cling-

ing to needle-sharp rocks being pound-

Rescuers: Bobby Davro, centre, with WO2
Aidy Gilbert and SSgt Frenchy Sanders

ed by the waves. With the Royal Omani
Coast Guards arriving on the scene,

IN BRIEF

® To the sound of buglers from 1
KORBR, the flag of the Adjutant
General's Corps was lowered in
Episkopi, Cyprus to signal the dis-
establishment of the Army's only
surviving command pay office.
The ceremony, left, marked the
AGC Staff and Personal Support

Branch’s split with the command pay office
and the departure of the last Commander
SPS, Lt Col Ishbel Thomson. Responsibility
for the Cyprus CPO, which was formed in
1940, has been transferred to the Com-
mand Secretariat. Picture: Cpl Chris Redford

@ Ammunition technical officers from 321

SSgt Sanders took a 14-year-old boy
off the rocks and passed him on to
WO2 Gilbert, who towed him all the
way back to the beach. SSgt Saunders
went back for the second man and
pulled him to safety. In doing so he
sustained minor injuries and wrote off
his air tank on a rocky outcrop.

The alarm had been raised in Camp
Sword by a sailor on the supply ship
RFA Diligence, who saw the swimmers
in trouble but could not reach them
because of the strong current.

Bobby Davro was in Oman to com-
pere a CSE show for British forces.

@ Saif Sareea pictures — Pages 39-41

Shoulder to shoulder: New Yorker Marlina Goodman (8) holds the hand of Capt
Martin French, adjutant of 1 SG, while the Pipes and Drums perform in the city

Contract trdops mi
wear Omani medal

BRITISH soldiers eligible to receive the
Sultan of Oman’s 30th Renaissance
Medal have been given permission by
the Queen to accept and wear it.

Her decision affects personnel on
loan service or contract with the Sultan
of Oman’'s armed forces on Oman's
National Day in November last year.

The medal (also known as the 30th
National Day Medal) takes precedence,
in order of the date of award with all
other foreign medals, immediately after
all Commonwealth orders, decorations
and medals. Qualifying service for the
medal does not count towards the quali-
fying criteria for the Accumulated Ser-
vice Medal (ACSM) or other UK medals.

EOD Squadron RLC defused a 130lb bomb
found by a joint RUC-Army patrol inside a
milk churn in a shed at Sixmilecross, near
Omagh. It was thought to be the work of dis-
sident republicans. Four arrests were made.

@ Seven soldiers in 43 (Wessex) Brigade
at Bulford have been awarded certificates

e

of meritorious service by GOC 5 Division,
Maj Gen Arthur Denaro, for outstanding
work during the foot-and-mouth crisis. They
are Maj Stephen Higgs, D and D; Capt Ray
McMurdo, RA; WO2 Richard Sheather,
SSgt Susan Kirk and LCpl Emily Plastow,
all 158 Pro Coy RMP; Cpl Jonathan Mock,

Rifle Vols and Cpl Nicola Fulstow, AGC.
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Welsh adventure

Outdoor action: Cpl Julian Canfield, left, and
LCpl Neil Herbert from Farnham-based A Com-
pany, 3rd Battalion, The Princess of Wales's
Royal Regiment are pictured with 13-year-old
Matthew Little, a patient at Great Ormond Street

Hospital, London, during a recent Airborne
Adventure project in Snowdonia National Park.
Based at Capel Curig training camp in North
Wales, the project provides adventurous holidays
for young victims of crime and children suffering
from serious illness. The Territorial Army soldiers
from Farnham volunteered to help run the camp.
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LEARNINGFORCES

The Army is establishing an Army Learning
Centre network wherever large numbers of
soldiers are garrisoned. This makes it possible
for the military population to take advantage of
the wide range of personal development
opportunities available in support of the
Learning Forces Initiative.
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B UPDATE

Going for it: Fus Brian Nickson, centre, is cheered on by colleagues in B Company, 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Welch Fusiliers while taking part in the Ballykelly 1,000 — during which the
lads ran, rowed and cycled 1,000 miles in 24 hours, all without leaving their base. B Compa-
ny raised more than £1,000 for the Army Benevolent Fund and the RUC Benevolent Fund.

Two more R Irish
battalions merge

A NEW battalion — the 2nd — of The Royal
Irish Regiment formed last month in the
latest phase of the reorganisation of the
" regiment’s home service units,

An amalgamation parade was held in
Palace Barracks, Belfast on October 4 to
mark the event, as the city-based 7th Bat-
talion merged with the Antrim-based 9th
Battalion. The changes are not connected
with Northern Ireland’s normalisation
programme.

Lt Col Mark Campbell, CO 2 R Irish,
said: “Within any regiment a merger of
battalions will always be tinged with sad-
ness. However, we are clear this merger will
produce in 2 R Irish a single battalion that
will be better structured and equipped to
face the challenges of the future.

“For as long as the police continue to

Islands’ freedom

require our support, 2 R Irish will be on
hand to serve, and will do so with impar-
tiality, commitment and dedication.”

A message from the 9th Bartalion, which
dates back to April 1970 when the 1st
(County Antrim) Bartalion, The Ulster
Defence Regiment was formed, said it was
a sad day as the barttalion prepared to
march into regimental history.

“As the 9th (County Antrim) Battalion,
The Royal Irish Regiment moves from the
Infantry line of foot, we bid farewell and
look back with pride on a job well done.
Faugh-a-ballagh.”

Two other home service battalions — the
3rd (County Down and County Armagh)
and 8th (County Armagh and County
Tyrone) — are due to amalgamate at the end
of January to form 3 R Irish.

Boots off: As a sign of respect, footwear
must be removed before entering the
new Hindu temple opened at Hullaving-
ton Camp in Wiltshire, home of 9 Supply
Regiment RLC.

The mandir, or temple, will be used by
Gurkha soldiers who form part of 94
Stores Squadron, and their families.
From left are Pte Nirmal Ingnam, Pte
Mohan Rai, Mrs Sunita Limbu, Mrs Jog
Limbu and Gurkha pandit (priest)
Atmaram Sherma. The unit will become
part of The Queen’s Own Gurkha Logis-
tic Regiment when it is formed in May.

Gunners lead way
to Cyprus victory

AN HQ Battery team led by Lt John
Clark and made up of soldiers from 9
Parachute Squadron RE and 12 Regi-
ment RA won a close-fought military
skills competition in Nikosia, Cyprus.

They beat off seven other entries
from the British Army, Argentina,
Hungary and Slovakia. Each team was
made up of an officer, a sergeant and
four other ranks.

A mixed-nationality team from the
Mobile Force Reserve was second,
ahead of a Sector 2 West team including
troops from 329 Battery, 4 Regiment RA.

Gurkhas go on air

GURKHAS in Catterick can
listen to their own locally-pro-
duced radio show, hosted by
Gurkha soldiers and their wives
and their own pandit (priest).
The mix of local news and
Nepali music goes out on
Gurkha Garrison Radio each
evening. It will also be launched
on www.garrisonradio.com

Blistering pace

CAPT Dean Kelly-Smith
REME, pictured, of 26 Regiment
RA in Gutersloh,
ran the Berlin
Marathon to raise
DM 4,680 (£1,550)
for a local children’s
surgical ward. After ,
only two weeks training, he fin-
ished in 3hr 53min.

Anyone for Kenya?

THE 1st Battalion, The Highlanders is
preparing to deploy to Kenya for Exer-
cise Grand Prix from January 6 to Feb-
ruary 27 — and it needs reinforcements.
Range, jungle warfare and adventurous
training instructors, mortar safety staff,
photographers, mechanics, electricians,
armourers, drivers, medics can apply to
the adjutant, Capt Chris Irving, on 0131
310 5570; (mil) 94748 5571, (fax) 5671.

THE British Garrison is to be
granted the freedom of the
Falkland Islands in gratitude
for the liberation from Argen-
tine invasion in 1982 and its
continuing defence of the ter-
ritory. The ceremony will take
place on June 14, on the 20th
anniversary of the surrender
of Argentine forces.
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Part-time signallers to be given a full-time role in Bosnia

A COMPOSITE Territorial Army signal squ-  support of British Forces operating in the
adron drawn from several units, believedto  theatre. Drawn from units within Corsham-
be the first since the Second World War, based 2 (National Communications) Signal
has been formed to deploy to Bosnia. Brigade, the members of the specially-

Led by Maj Andrew Smith, a barrister, the  formed 97 Signal Squadron completed
unit of four officers, 55 part-time soldiers three weeks of special-to-arms training
and ten Regulars is due to fly to the Balka-  after passing through the Reserves Train-
ns on November 17 for a six-month tour in  ing and Mobilisation Centre.

Tony's back

on his bike
for charity

Over the past nine months the squadron
has “bonded” during a series of training
weekends put together by 37 Signal Regi-
ment (Volunteers), the lead unit in the for-
mation of 97 Sqn.

Anyone wanting to follow the progress of
the new squadron can do so by logging on
to www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals/97sigsqn

Balkan briefs

® Troops from 10 Transport Regiment RLC
have left their Colchester barracks to begin a
six-month tour in Kosovo. Based in Pristina, they
will supply food, ammunition, weapons and
equipment to troops in theatre and keep open
lines of communication between Kosovo and the
Greek port of Thessaloniki.

® NINE complete computer systems, acces-
sories and printers have been given to a college
in Podujevo thanks to the efforts of SSgt Pete
Hall. While serving with The Royal Scots Dra-
goon Guards Light Aid Detachment in Kosovo
last year he realised that local schools were
handicapped by the lack of IT equipment, so on
his return to Germany he set about doing some-
thing to help.

His Computers for Kosovo appeal resulted in
the Heide School offering hardware, softwear
and desks and later making a donation to pay for
accessories. As well as the nine complete sys-
tems, SSgt Hall was also able to send five Acorn
kits to Podujevo.

® MEN of the 2nd Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment returned to the UK from Essential
Harvest, the weapon-collecting operation in
Macedonia, on October 2. Meanwhile, 1 Para
has flown to Kenya for a six-week exercise.

Building for the future

A small Sipovo building firm is set to expand .
.. with a little help from SFOR personnel. Milo-
rad Topic, who constructs houses from
timber, was able to buy two pieces of mill
machinery with money supplied through the
UK Battle-group office by the British Depart-
ment for International Development (BFID).

Pictured with Mr Milorad, right, are (from
left) Lt Col Bruce Jackson, Canadian Armed
Forces, WO2 Steve Kelly, 1 RHF, and WO2
Gert Butler, RE, and the DFID-provided table
saw-jointer at his home workshop in Sipovo.
The equipment should allow him to double
his annual production of five hand-planed
and fitted homes a year to ten, vital for the
many returnees picking up the pieces as nor-
mality begins to return to the region.

In hot water: Lt Gareth Lioyd of 2 HQ Squadron shows off the versatility of the Engi-
neer Diving Team kit during a demonstration by Pristina-based 32 Engineer Regiment
Group of their skills and capabilities. Among the VIPs who watched the sappers using
their specialised equipment were Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon, Gen Sir Mike Walker,
Chief of the General Staffrand Maj Gen Robin Brims, GOC 1 (UK) Armoured Division.

Team spreads word

on mines menace

MINE experts in Kosovo can carry out sol-
dier-to-child training after the British Mines
Awareness Training Team (BRITMATT) in
Kosovo earned accreditation in mine aware-
ness education, a first for the British Army.
Under the command of 32 Engineer Regi-
ment and headed by WO2 (SSM) Michele
Cicconi, the BRITMATT team received its
UNICEF-sponsored accreditation during a
visit to Karaij Milutin School in the Serbian
enclave on Gracanica, south-west of Pristina.
WO2 Cicconi and his team of two travel all
over Kosovo to train military and civilian
organisations in mine awareness. They also
run a busy programme for schools during term
time. “I’m very proud to be involved with such
a rewarding cause,” said WO2 Cicconi, of R
Mon RE(M). “P’m part of a small organisation

trying to spread an important message.”

Deadly serious: BRITMATT's Sgt
Paddy McCullough, left, talks to a
school near Podujevo about mines

IN BRIEF

® Peter Wyhinny, director of the VW
commercial division, presents the keys to
one of three minibuses to WO2 Pete Burke,
top, LCpl Neil Basil, middle, and SSgt
Paul Spinner, of the REME regional
recruiting team. The ceremony at REME
HQ at Arborfield renewed links between the

| giant German car-builders and the corps

Line astern: Crew members on the first leg of the British Army Antarctic Expedition
chill out after a crossing-the-equator ceremony on board the ketch John Laing. New-
comers to the region were dunked in a bath of cooking oil, honey, oyster sauce, shav-
ing foam, flour and sea water. The crew later opened a bottle of bubbly then, as the
yacht hove-to, enjoyed a brief swim to wash off the oily film left by Neptune’s visit. At
this point in their voyage to the Antarctic, the crew were 1,700 miles from Rio de Janeiro.

Modified SA80
passes the test

SA80 A2, the modified version of the
Army’s individual weapon, was official-
ly unveiled by Armed Forces Minister
Adam Ingram at the School of Infantry,
Warminster, last month.

After 13 changes involving its gas
system, firing-pin, breech block and
bolt, cartridge extractor and ejector,
recoil springs, gas plug and cylinder,
cocking handle, hammer, magazine and
barrel, the weapon has proved its relia-
bility during prolonged trials in extreme
climates and conditions.

An operational stock of 10,000 A2s is
now available to the Army and another
5,000 will be ready next month. Rapid
deployment units will begin to receive
them in the New Year and the whole
Army should be using them by 2004. In
all, about 200,000 weapons will be
modified under a programme costing
£92 million.

Trial results announced by the minis-
ter and Brig Alistair Duncan, Director
of Infantry, revealed that the individual
weapon fired, on average, 25,200
rounds before a failure, while the light
support weapon (LSW) variant — which
was subjected to a different, tougher
test programme achieved 12,897
before failing.

Both rifle and light machine-gun had
to prove their reliability on rigidly
observed “battlefield mission™ trials in
areas ranging from the intense cold of
Alaska to the sands of Kuwait (see Sol-
dier, July) and the jungles of Brunei.

The “mean rounds before failure”
figures were: Alaska (cold/dry) — IW
31,500, LSW 43,200; UK (temperate)
- IW up to 31,500, LSW 16,000;
Brunei (hot/wet) — IW up to 31,500,
LSW 9,600; Kuwait (hot/dry) — IW
7,875, LSW 8,728.

PHYSICAL training instruc-
tor WO2 Tony Boyd, who
broke both legs and fractured
his scull in a climbing acci-
dent in Kenya five years ago,
was the driving force behind
two charity cycling events in
Cyprus.

Since his accident the PTI,
now serving with the 1st Bat-
talion, The King’s Own Royal
Border Regiment at Episkopi,
has helped raise more than
£100,000 for charity, much
of it for cancer research.

Cycling formed a major
part of Tony’s painful rehabil-
itation after he had spent five
months in a wheelchair. Not
long afterwards, he was a
member of a nine-man team
who rode round Britain’s
coastline to raise £50,000 for
Imperial Cancer Research. i

His Cyprus rides were to '
collect m[:mcy for Episkopi Ride: WO2 Tony Boyd
Primary School and Open Arms, a charity
which helps support the families of Service
personnel with cancer.

SSAFA break gives
kids special holiday

A RECORD number of 33 children from
across Western Europe enjoved the annual
SSAFA-Forces Help special needs holiday.
They were taken to the Hotel LaHaye in
Valkenburg, Holland, where the project
began nearly 20 years ago.

Twenty-one adult volunteers escorted the
children for the week of adventurous and
challenging activities. An ambitious pro-
gramme, which included climbing, abseiling,
caving, archery, ten-pin bowling and swim-
ming stretched the youngsters — aged five to
12 — to the limit.

The annual event, which costs up to
£20,000, is designed to give the children a
holiday and their parents and siblings a short
break from caring duties.
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Picture: Graeme Main

which began in the aftermath of the Second
World War. The late Maj Ivan Hurst, a REME
officer, helped to get the bomb-damaged VW
plant at Wolfsburg back in production, leading
to the company's post-war revival.

@ With a contribution from the Quartermas-
ter's Department of 2 RGR, Shorncliffe’s distri-

bution outlet raised £160 for the SSAFA-

Forces Help Big Brew Up event.

® A four-mile circular nature walk through
Friday Woods training area at Colchester has
been opened to the public. The signposted
path was a joint initiative between the MoD,
English Nature and the local council.

® Maj Peter Pain, WOs Stephen Laidler
and Ali Nash and Sgt Darren Bryce, all REME
serving at Arborfield and Bordon, were plan-
ning to run in this month's New York Marathon
to raise money for Great Ormond Street Hospi-
tal Children's Charity. The four men have
already raised more than £10,700 for GOSH
through a series of sponsored events. J
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Thanks to the ABF
a soldier’s 3 year
survival course
came to an end.

Even if you've left the Army you can still count on the
ABF for help. An ex-soldier had been living rough for 3
years in Bristol. When he was eventually allocated a small
flat he had no belongings or furnishings. Our grant helped
to buy the essentials and get him back on his feet.

Whether the problems are emotional, physical or
financial we have the expertise and the resources to offer
comfort and support. But to carry on our work we need
your help. Your donations are what makes the ABF so
effective. Give now and, whenever you need us, we
will be there in support.

If you would like to find out more about how
you can help the Fund, please contact us,
quoting ‘Soldier’.

020 7591 2000

www.armybenevolentfund.com

e-mail: enquiries @armybenevolentfund.com
Army Benevolent Fund, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR

ARMY
BENEVQOLENT

.. FUND
/% SUPPORTING THE BEST

The ABF is the Army's national charity and is committed to the welfare of Army
and ex-Army personnel and their families.

(Registered Charity No. 211645)

Full Time Reserve Service

Flexible Service with the Regular Army

Are you a TA officer or soldier looking for
additional service with the Regular Army?

Are you a Regular Reservist wanting to return
to the Army to do further service?

From 6 to 42 months in length

If YES

For a Response Pack call
FREEPHONE 0800 028 5533

For further information visit :
www.army.mod.uk/ftrs

Or Speak to your Unit Admin Officer
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Sounds good: Pte Matthew Madden, LI,
trumpets the opening of Soldier Sam’s, the
children’s play area in the Dalesman Club in
Catterick Garrison. Enjoying the music —
and the ball pool - is three-year-old Kieran
from a nearby estate. The need for an adven-
ture play area was identified by Army wel-

fare staff in Catterick, who obtained funding
for the £240,000 project from the Army Cen-
tral Fund and the Army Welfare Service.
Other ambitious AWS projects in the
pipeline include “upmarket” youth and com-
munity facilities and family support and par-
enting skills classes. Picture: Chris Barker

Otterburn gets green

light for bet

LONG-awaited approval of MoD plans to
upgrade roads on the Army’s environmen-
tally sensitive Otterburn site in Northum-
berland means the area can be developed
for AS90 and MLRS training up to regi-
mental level.

Although the training area lies within the
Northumberland National Park, it has
been used as an artillery range since 1911.

But plans to develop the road system,
hard standings and some structures so that
the Army could train soldiers to use its
AS90 gun and Mulu-Launch Rocket
System ran into opposition from. the envi-
ronmental lobby when they were unveiled
in 1992,

Wide-ranging impact assessments, con-
sultations with the park authorities and the
county council and a full-scale public
inquiry were completed before Stephen

Hanna signs up

Garrison Radio has signed up
DJ Hanna Sillitoe, right, to a
permanent contract after her
trial breakfast show went down
well with audiences in the Catt-
erick area. She will also pre-
sent a weekend programme.
Hanna had worked previously
on two regional radio stations.
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ter roads

Byers, the Secretary of State for Transport,
Local Government and the Regions,
announced the provisional go-ahead last
month.

His approval, subject to terms and con-
ditions, will allow the Army to develop the
infrastructure at Otterburn, making it pos-
sible for the Army to introduce effective
training of AS90 and MLRS units at regi-
mental level.

Improvements in the pipeline include
upgrading 57km of tarmac roads, laying
10km of stone track and constructing a
miaintenance facility and extra accommo-
dation.

Throughout the drawn-out appeals
process, the Army has maintained its com-
mitment to enhancing public access to the
training area and managing conservation
sites while meeting its training needs.

. % War stories: If you took part in

the Falklands War Soldier
would like to hear from you.
Tell us in no more than 150
words your most vivid recollec-
tion and we’ll include it in a
special feature to mark the 20th
anniversary next year. Let us
have your story, a photograph
and full details of yourself and
your unit, by January 31.

UPDATE

What the Press has been saying

® What is more, the boy would be
attaching himself to the one
profession in which the British lead
the world. This is not a piece of false
patriotism. British Servicemen are,
by pretty general consent, the best in
the business. — A N Wilson
commenting in the Sunday Telegraph on
reports that one of the Prime Minister's
sons was contemplating a career in the
Armed Forces.

@ Tony Blair has called in Gen Sir
Charles Guthrie, retired Chief of the
Defence Staff, to advise him during the
international conflict. — Independent

® Dozens of part-time soldiers
have been receiving hoax call-up
letters asking them to take part in the
war against terrorism. A number of
Territorial Army personnel and ex-
Servicemen across Scotland
received the letter — claiming to be
from the Lowland Reserve Forces in
Glasgow - printed on what appeared
to be official headed notepaper. —
Daily Star :

® The launch of US-led military
action against Afghanistan is likely to
accelerate the withdrawal of US troops
from the Balkans as Washington seeks
to redeploy its forces. — Financial Times

® British troops on exercise in
Oman, who will be called on to fight
in the front line of a war against
Osama Bin Laden, have been forced
to buy their own battle kit because of
Ministry of Defence cutbacks. — Mai/
on Sunday

® Former soldier Mark Willerton, 29,
who was accidentally shot in the head
by a colleague cleaning a rifle at
Birglen, Germany, in 1992, has been
awarded £1,150,000 damages. — Daily
Mirror

® Washington and London are
considering the possibility of a
United Nations-backed peacekeeping
force to be deployed in Afghanistan
to secure the country should the
Taliban regime collapse. — Times

® Europe's ambitious plans to %
declare its new rapid reaction force
operational by the end of the year are
being shelved, despite pressure for
more defence co-operation to tackle
terrorist threats. The European Union
remains committed, however, to its main
goal of assembling a rapid reaction
capability of 60,000 troops for
peacekeeping and crisis intervention
tasks by 2003. — Independent




Suppliers and
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specialist
leisurewear SPORTS STRIPS.

HEAVYWEIGHT KHAKI ‘ ' @ RUGBY @ HOCKEY

F\IBR()IIF:‘I-;:{EII)I}::;()M £4.70 @ SOCCER @ NETBALL
2 NO SET-UP ' @ CRICKET

OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE @ TUG-OF-WAR

111 HUBERT ROAD

SELLY OAK @ SWEATERS @ SWEATSHIRTS

AM @ T-SHIRTS @ POLO SHIRTS
BIRMINGH @ SKI HATS @ BASEBALL CAPS

B29 6ET @ TIES @ BLAZER BADGES
TEL: +44 (0) 121 472 5300 @ SPORTS BAGS @ POLAR FLEECE
FAX: +44 (0) 121 472 8017 @ TRAINING TOPS/TROUSERS

E-MAIL:peter @rsfarmah.freeserve.co.uk
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SECURITY OFFICERS

The Corps is one of the UK's premier security organisations with a reputation
as a quality employer.

We are currently seeking both men and women aged 22 to 55 who have a
mature outlook to join our professional team of Security Officers, working
with some of the UK's most prestigious organisations at locations throughout
the country.

Reliability, a smart appearance, the confidence to deal with people efficiently,
the ability to write brief reports and a |0 year checkable background are
essential.
* FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel
* Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street
* Affordable room rates * Choice of restaurants & bars
* Concessionary NCP Car Park rates * Function rooms for
dinners, receptions, reunions & private parties

We are particularly interested in those willing to work shifts.

First class training is provided together with attractive salaries, free uniform,
secure employment, opportunities for advancement and full holiday pay.
Sickness pay is provided after probation.

We would also like to hear from mature people willing to work part-time, ) :
some evenings or at SpECiﬂ‘ BVeNts. For information & reservations contact us al:

; s . THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB
To arrange an immediate interview, phone Peter Quill on 020 7566 0629 63/79 Seymour Street. London W2 2HF

or Mike Peffer on 020 7566 0630. % s B 4
Ansaphane 24 hours. THE CGRPS Tel 020 772-5 4474 The friendliest

— Fax 020 7402 9496 welcome in the armed
: For Enquiries email: info@vsc.co.uk Sorces world

sy
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Drilled to
perfection

A military parade involving soldiers from 30
countries and very little time to rehearse. It's a
good thing there was a British RSM on hand

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston

ASK troops from 30 nations to take part
at short notice in a high-profile parade
and the potential for disaster looms large.

The resulting concoction of confused
languages and variable standards of drill
could be enough to make even the hardi-
est sergeant major quake at the knees.

Step forward WO1 (RSM) Graham
Highet ‘'of The Roval Scots, who is
obviously made of
sturdy stuff.

When Lt Gen
Michael Dodson,
US Army, hand-
ed command of
Nato’s Stabilisa-
tion Force (SFOR)
_in Bosnia to fellow countryman Lt Gen

John Sylvester, a ceremony had to be
organised.

No big deal you might say, but when
guests include ambassadors, high-ranking
dignitaries and the international media,
you want to make sure it will be all right
on the day.

Just to raise the stakes, Admiral James
Ellis, US Navy, commander Allied Forces
South, and Gen Joseph Ralston, US Air
Force (SACEUR) would also be there. All
in all, there was huge potential for serious
embarrassment should some-
thing go wrong.

But HQ SFOR had no wor-
ries because running the show
was WO 1 Highet, who brought
to the event a level of expertise
second to none.

Not least of his problems
was the language barrier.

“We have more than 30
nations in Camp Butimer, all
with different disciplines, dif-
ferent dress, different lan-
guages and different military
standards,” he told Soldier.

But WO1 Highet had been
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¢ All in all, there was huge
potential for serious
embarrassment should
something go wrong ?

in post for six months and had already
made his presence felt.

“When I arrived I saw soldiers walking
about smoking, hands in pockets, and
with no headdress,” he recalled. “I went to
see the Chief of Staff and put my points to
him about camp discipline. We agreed a
set standard in this camp and everyone
now attends a newcomers’ brief when
they arrive and I set the policy.”

It wasn’t easy, with nearly 1,500 mili-
tary personnel and
civilians, but WO1
Highet cracked it.

And so to the
changeover cere-
mony.

“It is big news
in Bosnia and Sar-
ajevo,” he said.
“Bosnians like our presence here and
are interested in who the commander is.
For the media it is very important that
we get it right.”

Security was provided by a Turkish
company, military police from Ireland
and Spain and carabinieri from Italy.

Soldiers for the parade were drawn
from units serving with Multi-National
Divisions South-East and South-West.

With a shake of the head he reliyved one
horror. “When we finished the

locally-employed |
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Setting high standards: WO1 Graham Highet

first parade rehearsal I got them to go
through a bit of marching as well,” he
said. WO1 Highet wasn’t impressed.

“So the watchword was KISS - Keep It
Simple, Stupid. All I asked them to do
was to march into position and I would do
the rest for them.”

Adding to the mix was a colour party of
seven involving five nationalities and a
just-arrived US Army band.

“It is different marching to a band and
as soon as they started, everyone was out
of step so we had to start again.”

In the event the parade passed off
smoothly. WO1 Highet was delighted
with the performance of British Service-
men in particular. “Without a doubt the
British soldiers’ drill is better than the
others. We have maintained in the British
Army the discipline that is needed to
carry us through.

“Qur guys often set the standards for
those watching them. I’m pleased with
the way the British conduct themselves in
their daily duties about the camp.”

® Lt Gen John Sylvester, now on his
third tour of Bosnia, is a veteran of the
Vietnam and Gulf Wars.
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Operation Gauntlet, which aims
to consolidate arms sites in
Bosnia, is well under way

CJ

Reports: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston

MA] Robert Thompson kept a watchful
eye on his Serb counterpart as crates of
ammunition were counted, secured and
transported from a small factory to a pur-
pose-built arms depot.

The major, commanding R Company,
2nd Bartalion, The Roval Green Jackets,
was in Kotor-Varos, a small town about
an hour south-east of Banja Luka, and he
and his Paderborn-based soldiers were
helping troops from the Serbian element
of the entity army move ammo from their
weapons storage site at the northern edge
of town.

The factory outbuilding used by 109
Reserve Brigade of the First Corps of the
Republika Srpska Army — the VRS — was
both unsuitable and unsafe for the storage
of ammunition.

Under Operation Gauntlet, weapons
and ammunition sites of all the entity
armed forces are being moved to safe and
secure locations.

Back in Banja Luka, Maj Dougie
Cochrane, KOSB, the divisional ops offi-
cer, explained what it was all about. “As

2 part of the Dayton Peace
Accord, all the armed
forces in Bosnia were
told to put their
weapons and ammuni-
tion into storage sites,”
he said. -“lhere  are
a significant number

dotted around the
country and we have

129 in the Mult-

National Division

(SW) alone. There

were concerns over
the safety of some sites, so Maj Gen Rick
Hillier (the Canadian commander of
MND(SW), wanted the number re-
duced.”

(Command of the division, in which
there are more than 1,600 British troops,
has since passed from Maj Gen Hillier to
Maj Gen Tony van Diepenbrugge of the
Netherlands.)

Although advice on the storage of ord-
nance — including such basic stuff as

Move 'em out: Maj
Dougie Cochrane

keeping it at least 400 metres away from
the nearest houses — was widely dis-
pensed, it was often ignored.

“We looked at all 129 sites and found
most didn’t comply with health-and-
safety requirements and that was our
main tool for getting action,” said
Maj Cochrane.

When help was offered to move
the weapons as a joint project
between SFOR and the entity
forces, it was seized upon. Once
the transfers began, horror stgries
emerged: in one location explo-
sives were leaking across a floor
piled high with detonators.
Rather than dealing with the situ-
ation, the local unit had simply
closed the door for five years.

“We assisted them with that, as well as
transport, mechanical handling equip-
ment, and advice,” said Maj Cochrane.

Keeping watch: Maj
Robert Thompson

Weapons and ammunition were moved
to properly prepared locations. One, a
purpose-built site at Mrkonjic Grad was
being used to store blankets and beds.

The RG] troops helped to reduce the
129 sites to just over 50.

Back in Kotor-Varos, Maj
Thompson and his team shift-
ed small arms ammunition,

120mm mortars and grenades.

Ammunition technical offi-
cer, SSgt Taff Evans, 11 EOD
Regt, RLLC, reckoned they have

been properly stored on this

location.

Warsaw Pact origin and we
haven’t found any in a poor
state of repair,” he said.

C Company’s contribution was just
another small step on the long road to
making Bosnia a safer place.

WHAT may be the last bridge to be
rebuilt by the UK in Bosnia has been
named after LCpl Chris McLeish, who
was killed in Mrkonjic Grad in 1996,
writes Lt Col Robin Hodges.

Cpl Lee Belcher and his section
from 26 Armoured Engineer Squadron
were faced with the not inconsiderable
challenge of bridging a 30m gap over
the Vrbas river. The original structure
had been destroyed during the war,
isolating a mining community.

“It was a great task for the section,”
said Cpl Belcher. “We practise this
regularly, so to construct one for real
over war-damaged abutments and
with a restricted launching area gave
us a real sense of achievement.

It is hoped refugees will be drawn
back to the area to open up the mines
again. The UK provided the 32m
Maybe and Johnson bridge, which
was handed over to the mayor of Jajce
by Canadian Maj Gen Rick Hillier,
Commander MND(SW).

Easy does it: Cpl Lee Belcher, back
to camera, directs operations over
the Vrbas Picture: Cpl Paul Rowland

Bridge to normality
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“A lot of the materiel is of
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A DECISION by the Czech Government
to withdraw its battle-group from the
north-western sector of MND(SW)
means extra work for British soldiers in
the area.

The Czechs have removed their equip-
ment from Ljubija base, northern Bosnia,
and shut down the site. They are to con-
centrate their Balkans effort in
Kosovo, leaving just seven liaison
officers behind to work in Bosnia.

Their departure to KFOR has
meant Canadian forces taking on
extra duties in the south of the
Czech sector while the British
take on the north.

In particular, the change will
impact on Gurkha and Household
Cavalry Regiment soldiers
deploying to the area for the
winter and earmarked to take
responsibility for the British bit
of the Czech patch. No extra
British troops are being deployed to
Bosnia as a result of the Czech decision.

“It will extend our area quite consider-
ably,” said Lt Col Stuart Sowray, REME,
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BRITFOR chief: Lt
Col Stuart Sowray
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Delicate operation: Soldiers from 2 RGJ joined Republika Srpska troops to move ammunition from an unsafe storage site at Kotor-Varos

Ng out

chief-of-staff at BRITFOR. “One of
the great strengths for the UK ele-
ment to SFOR is that we can under-
take operations outside our area
without constraint.”

Under the new arrangements, the
British base at Sanski Most, home to
UK forces since 1996, is to be
returned to the local landowner
from whom it was leased, and
the artillery battery will
move to Sipovo.

A new troop house is
under construction at Pri-
jedor, about 50km north-
west of Banja Luka, for the
Gurkhas while the HCR
will move into premises at

jic Grad and Sipovo.

One of those handling the
take-over from the Czechs before the
Gurkhas and HCR arrived was 2nd Lt
Gavin Younger, of A Squadron QDG.

Subjected to savage ethnic cleansing

Bos Dubica on the Croatian
border. The main British bases
remain at Banja Luka, Mrkon-

pree

Mapping it out: Cpl Geordie Maddison of 3Troop,
A Sgn QDG, Lt Jan Blazek and WO Jiri Hladik
check their location on a map in Prijedor

during the war, the area was devastated.
Today a very large number of returnees,
many of them Muslims, are trving to re-
establish their lives.

The Gurkhas and HCR have a tough
act to follow as the Czechs were well liked
and could work without interpreters. It
will be a particularly interesting challenge
for the soldiers from Nepal.




ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO-ED BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 11 - 19 YEARS
Why choose Queen Ethelburga’s for a boarding education?

» Our boarding facilities are considered to be the best in Europe

» A Sunday Times’ Top UK School for GCSE & A-Levels results

» Our Key Stage 3 Test Results are well above the National Average
» We have invested over £17,000,000 in new facilities and resources

20%

REMISSION

» Equestrian minded students can bring their horse to school with FREE Livery FOR ARMED

» We offer over 100 different Scholarshrps Bursaries and Riding Options

Teaching Resources

Over £17m has been invested in high quality new
classrooms, libraries, computer networks and floodlit
sports facilities. We accept a broad range of pupils
from many backgrounds. They leave us confident and
successful. 95% of A-Level 6th Form go to University.

100 Scholarships, Bursaries & Options

From 100% of full boarding fees, to free livery for a
horse at school, to scholarships for Art, Choral/Music
and Sport. Having just gone co-educational there are a
number of interesting awards for boarding boys. There
are remissions of up to 20% for Forces and other
categories of parental career. Over £500,000 is
awarded each year. Please ask for full details.

FORCES

Boarding Facilities - every bedroom has...
Direct dial telephone & voice mail, TV/Video (on tlmer),
music centre, safe, hot drinks facility, fridge, iron, hair
dryer, heated towel rail, fitted carpet, wash hand basin,
powered ventilation, fire sensor, study area and more.
Many rooms have their own ensuite bathroom

Equestrian Facilities

Boarding pupils can bring their horse to school with
free livery. The Royal Court Equestrian Centre is part
of our campus and has 185 stables, 10 acres all
weather floodlit surfaces, Olympic sized indoor arena,
3 cross country courses and more. Sixth Form can
study BHSAI and Equestrian Management. Instructors
include Karen Dixon - Olympic Eventer.

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS OFFERING A 20% REMISSION

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES

Co educational Day, Weekly & Full Boarding 3 to 19 years (Boarding from 6 years)

We think there are four important points that make our schools your ideal choice for a boarding
education for your child. Firstly we understand the needs of service families. We have staff who are
married to serving members of the forces. We have decades of experience in ensuring your child will
settle well, be confident and successful. Secondly our boarding facilities are the best of any
independent school in Europe. Thirdly QE is one of the Sunday Times Top UK Schools for GCSE and
A-Level results. Our Key Stage 2 & 3 exam results are well above the national average. Fourthly we are
the only leading Independent Schools offering a 20% Remission for members of the Armed Forces.

Chapter House Preparatory School
ONE OF THE UK’ LEAING CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 3 - 11 YEARS

W Girls & Boys boarding from 6 years of age. Caring, friendly staff

B Superb new boarding facilities - probably the best in Europe.

W Every bedroom has:in/out telephone, voice mail, Music Centre,
TVNVideo (on timer), Fridge and more. Many bedrooms have
ensuite bathrooms.Our new boarding house is very comfortable.
Please visit us to see how good our first class boarding is.

W One of the UK's Top Schools for Key Stage 2 Exam Results.

I B Amazing Equestrian Centre - possible FREE livery for boarders

B Seamless move to Queen Ethelburga’'s College at 11 years

B Huge investment in new teaching facilities and resources

B Small classes with dedicated and friendly professional teachers *

B A happy school where every child is treated as an individual

A first class barding education
can be like a game of chess.
The right move is essential.

Easy to get to by §
road, rail & air.
10 minutes
from A1M

Queen Ethelburga's College Charitable Foundation (Reg No: 1012924) for the purposes o

QUEEN ETHELBURGA'’S COLLEGE & CHAPTER HOUSE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. Y026 9SZ. Telephone for prospectus & video: 08707 42 33 30
You may care to visit our website: www. queenethelburgas.edu. E-mail: remember@compuserve.com
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Now you can give to your
friends, as well as to

the Army’s National Charity.

" DESPATCHES

NAL CHARITY

Autumn/Winter 2001

Y'S NATIO
REAT GIFTS FROM THE ARM
G

Edition No. 1

ATTENTION:

videos & Books
Gurkha Curry Kits
Hampers

Toys & puzzles
pattlefield Tours
Gifts

wpiscator”

Bargains for the Best

Christmas Cards

For

Attention! If you’ve ever been stuck for a gift idea, ABF Despatches is for
you. Inside you’ll find everything from map cases and waterproof socks to hobby
horses and hampers. Every gift you buy also helps the ABF — so, look out for it!

Tel: 01285 713 466 e-mail: amandag.abf@rafbfe.couk @ BENEVOLENT

FUND
ABF Despatches, Douglas Bader House, Royal Air Force, Fairford, Gloucestershire GL7 4DL SUPPORTING THE BEST

The ABF is the Army’s national charity and is committed to the welfare of Army and ex-Army personnel and their families. (Registered Charity No. 211645)



During these anxious
times Service families
left at home may feel
next to useless.
Nothing could be
farther from the truth

Report: Anthony Stone
Picture: Steve Dock

SO much has changed since September
11. The world is a more dangerous and
anxious place and no section of society
feels this more acutely than soldiers and
their families. As ever, when their country
needs them, the Army will step into the
breach to defend liberty and democracy.

But what about the families left behind
when their men and women are deployed
abroad? “The worst thing for people who
wait at home is for them to feel that there
is nothing they can do,” said Lorna
Almonds Windmill, a former captain with
the Royal Corps of Signals.

She is well-acquainted with the difficul-
ties Service families face and has just writ-
ten a book about her father, Jim Almonds,
one of the wartime founders of the Spe-
cial Air Service.

“The families left behind don’t know
what their loved one is doing and they
don’t know what risks they are taking,”
she said. “In my mother’s case I think she
imagined him coming back with all sorts
of injuries. One night she would dream
that he had his leg blown off, another
night that he was blinded.

“But it’s not just wives who wait, but
brothers, mothers and sisters. All the
research I have come across shows that
men on their own do not rehabilitate as
well as men who have wives and families.
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Special effect: Lorna Almonds Windmill pictured next to David Shepherd’s painting
Evening in the Desert 1942 which features SAS founders David Stirling, her father, Jim
Almonds, and Paddy Mayne. Her father was away from home for three “blank” years

Marriage has a protective effect for men
who are in a combat situation. They sur-
vive better if they know they have a loved-
one to come back to.”

Lorna’s family has been immersed in
the Army for generations. Her brother
and husband are former senior Army offi-
cers. She accompanied her husband on
postings to Singapore, Cyprus and Berlin,
where she was involved in Army voluntary
and social activities. She has a niece serv-
ing in Oman with the RAF Regiment and
another serving with the Army in Bosnia.

“My mother was the only one who was
not in the Army; she
did a courageous job
in a different sense,”

she said.
Since leaving the
Army, Lorna has

carved out a career in

the Civil Service and is currently director
of finance for the Department of Trade
and Industry’s Employment Tribunals
Service.

Her wealth of Army experience means
she is well placed to appreciate the extra-
ordinary strains Service separation can
place on families. She knows only too well
that coping with a spouse who has
deployed overseas is one thing, coping
with them on their return is another.

“It is about dealing with the gap in
knowledge,” she said. “In my mother’s
case my father had been away for three
years, but when he came back he still
could not tell her what he had been doing

61t is impossible to biae
calculate the effects
a letter from a loved
one can have 9

or even where he had been. If you have
too many blank areas in a couple’s rela-
tionship that can’t be talked about it has a
separating effect.”

Jim Almonds was a changed man when
he returned home. Considering what he
had been through, it would have been
remarkable if he had not.

Captured by the Italians, Jim spent a
year in a PoW camp but twice managed to
escape. His first attempt was punished
with seven months’ solitary confinement.

“A person needs a lot of understanding
if they have been through something quite

traumatic, especially if it
been prolonged,”
said Lorna.

And never forget that
in this high-tech, mobile
phone, digital age, noth-
ing beats an old-fash-
ioned letter. “It is impossible to calculate
the effects a letter from a loved one can
have,” she said. “The longer they are away
the more their minds become prey to
doubts about whether their families still
care for them.”

Lorna believes there is a parallel to be
drawn between the situation faced by the
founders of the SAS and today’s global
terrorist threat. Then, as now, soldiers
were faced by an evil and powerful aggres-
sor who had no respect for the normal
codes of war or rules of engagement.

Gentleman Jim, The Wartime Story of a
Founder of the SAS (Constable, £18.99).




New dawn: And in the morning we will remember them. The young trees are living, growing things which stand, not as mute memorials to loss, but rather they speak out in confirmation of life

Saplings stretch their fingers

Officially opened earlier this year, the National Memorial Arboretum is growing in stature

Picture: Steve Dock

BY 7am the birdsong of the dawn chorus
has faded and the saplings greet the new
day dressed in perfect silence and early
morning mist. Thin autumn sunshine
bathes their young branches as a gentle
breeze rocks them slowly as if gently
waking an infant from a deep sleep,
writes Anthony Stone.

It will be many, many seasons before
the trees planted at the National Memor-
ial Arboretum reach maturity, but already
a sense of tranquillity surrounds the plots
as invasively as the early-morning dew.

David Childs, the arboretum’s director,
explained the thinking behind the project.

“My generation had done little to
acknowledge the great sacrifice that a
whole nation had been willing to make to
guarantee that we would live in peace and
freedom. Fifty years after the end of the
Second World War it seemed right to
create a living tribute that would for ever
acknowledge that unrepayable debt.

“It would be a thank-you to them but
designed in such a way as to be a gift for
the future so the generations as yet
unborn could be reminded of the efforts
that were made.”

Starting originally with 75 acres, this
has now been expanded to 150 acres on
land between Lichfield and Burton-on-
Trent in Staffordshire, within the bound-
ary of the National Forest.

A tree represents every extant regiment
and corps of the British Army. Some units
have their own plots on which trees have
been selected for their particular associa-
tions with a regiment’s history. The veter-
ans of the wars fought in Korea and
Burma, for instance, have trees native to
those countries. Some 60 species have so
far been planted.

The Royal Navy and the Royal Air
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Force are also represented, as are the
police, fire service and merchant navy.

Each Serviceman and woman killed in
Northern Ireland has been remembered
by the planting of an ash tree. Boulders
from each of the counties of Ulster sit
among them and, after another planting
season, when they are well bedded in, the
plot will be dedicated.

Mr Childs said there is still plenty of
space available. “I would be delighted to
hear from regimental associations whose
regiments have been amalgamated and
which are no longer in existence,” he
added.

SOLDIER November 2001

THERE is a danger that our sense of
connection with the First World War,
which ended 83 years ago, is slipping
away with the passing of the years. Veter-
ans of the Second World War, who fired
their last shots more than half a century
ago, are already in their seventies and
eighties.

To keep alive the sense of loss and
sacrifice, the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission is making renewed efforts to
increase awareness of the debt owed to
those who died fighting for the freedoms
we enjoy today.

Peter Francis of the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission says it wants
Servicemen and women, schoolchildren
and youth groups to take an interest in

You can

THE Commonwealth War Graves Com-
mission’s promise is to keep alive the
names of all who made the ultimate sac-
rifice by caring for their graves and
memorials at 23,000 locations in 148
~countries.

" Itis also achieving this by making its
archive of 1.7 million commemorations
accessible via the Intom s

For many i, 4
years the
CWGC
offered a
serviceto
people
looking
for details
of the
me of

o-

ration of a b
friend, com-
rade or loved
one. Its romm
were a m I
way of giving histo-
ry a human face, of
engaging people in the
importance of what
those men and wome 4

In recent years dummd hr .
this information had MMMH e
mously, so to give greater access
the CWGC began to computerise its
records in 1995 and made them available
on the internet three years later.

Passing the torch

debt of honour

the burial places of war dead in their own
areas, to visit the graves and become
involved in maintaining them.

The Commission depends in the UK
on others to maintain war graves, as
most cemeteries are controlled by civic
authorities. Some specialised care is
given by CWGC staff, but routine mainte-
nance is carried out locally.

“Early signs are promising: individuals,
schools, cadet groups, Army, Royal Navy
and Royal Air Force units have come for-
ward to assist but we need more volun-
teers,” said Peter. If your unit can help
give him a ring on 01628 634221 or e-
mail him at peter.francis @cwgc.org

Information about the Commission and
its work can be found at www.cwgc.org

register

Since then its Debt of Honour Register
has given worldwide access to informa-
tion about the Commonwealth’s war
dead. Its database allows people to
search on a surname basis for anyone
who died during the two world wars.

Once a positive match has been
found, details on their place of burial or

commemoration are avalil-
abh, asis lﬁiﬂlﬂcate
. r nce.
to use, it
an enor-

1teractive website wlll pm-
vide ba'ckground on the Commission’s
services and history as well as more
on the history of the two world wars.
There will also be a greater degree of
support for teachers and students.

;

L |

® To mark Remembrance Day this year why not log on to the database,
follow the simple instructions, choose a name, and say “thank you™? The
Debt of Honour Register is available at www.cwgc.org
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Embroidered

e Standard Weight
*Premium Weight
*Short or Long Sleeves |
*Up to 20 Colours |

*Single Colour

* Quartered

* Hooped
#Specials-to order

Credit Terms Available to H.M, Forces On Request

' -Plaln Colours

® Contrast Styles
e Short or Long Sleeves
*Up to 20 Colours

PREMIUM WEIGHT T-SHIRTS
Printed 1 colour from £4.40 each
Embroidered from £5.45 each

For a FREE colour brochure and
H.M. Forces Price List including
details of our FREE Sample garment
offer contact:
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#Raglan Sleeved
*Drop Shoulder
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INJURED?
(ompensation?

ToPaS CAN HELP!

ToPas$, is a new ‘no win, no fee’ legal service
providing a personal injury accident claims
facility, at no expense, to MoD personnel
nationwide,

For decades our caring professional team
has recovered millions of pounds annually
for victims of every type of accident.

We handle minor to catastrophic injuries.

CONTACT THE SOLICITORS WHO SPECIALISE
IN PERSONAL INJURY ACCIDENT CLAIMS

0161 832 6131 oL
E-mail ToPaS@beteshfox.co.uk ¢ ,
Websites www.ToPaS.org.uk d ’
www.beteshfox.co.uk

[A

BETESH
FOX&.©

SOLICITORS

OFFICIAL MoD
SCHEME
(DCI GEN 273)

Members of the Law Seciety Persenal Injury Panel
and the Association of Personal Injury Lowyers

FREE NOKIA 3310

AUTOMATIC ACCEPTANCE HM FORCES PERSONNEL

ROM 2p PER MIN.
FROM £15 PER MO

RE! 600 Mms'f_;

OFF-PEAK C#

TOTAL COMMUNICATIONS
CALL FREE 0800 731 7811

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS
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A WINNING COMBINATION

FANCY a trip to the Palace — with

seats for one of the greatest musicals of

all time — and a night in a de-luxe hotel?
You could be the lucky ones if you

leading up to the American evacuation
of Saigon, starts a UK tour in Manches-
ter this month.

Just send your answer to the question

enter our competition.
In association with
Cameron Mackintosh Ltd,

% MERIDIEN|

MANCHESTER

below on a postcard
addressed to Miss Saigon
Contest, Soldier, Ordnance

Soldier is offering you the
| chance to win a VIP night for two in
Manchester, including tickets to see the
lavishly-staged Miss Saigon at the city’s
Palace Theatre and a room at Le Meri-
dien Victoria and Albert Hotel.

The smash-hit musical, an epic love
story set in Vietnam in 1975 in the days

Road, Aldershot, Hants
GU11 2DU, to arrive by November 30.
First correct entry drawn at random
wins the VIP night in Manchester (date
and time to be arranged). Usual rules
apply.

Question:

What is Saigon now called?

Through

the eyes
of a child

A CHILD of the Samburu tribe takes a
close interest as a British Army Gazelle
helicopter lifts off from Archer’s Post
during an exercise in Kenya.

This memorable image makes Maj
Nick Henderson, of the 1st Battalion,
Coldstream Guards deployed in London-
derry, the second winner of the Soldier
amateur photographic competition.

Mike Weston, our chief photographer,
said of the picture: “The use of shade
from a tent on the child
and the posture of the
child lead the eye

towards the point of
interest. The red patch- PHOTOGRAPHIC
es on the Gazelle also COMPETITION

SEITER

draw the eye through
the cloud of dust, giving the picture a
strong impression of depth.”

Maj Henderson, OC No 1 Coy, wins a
£25 photographic gift voucher and his
picture will go forward to be judged in
February for the Soldier award in the
2001/2 Army Photographic Competition

a prize valued at £250.

Our monthly contest is open to any
reader who is NOT a professional pho-
tographer. Send your entries — preferably
prints up to 10x8in — to the Chief Photog-
rapher, Soldier, Parsons House, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GUl1 2DU.
Include a self-addressed envelope if you
would like your entries returned.

Alternatively, you can also e-mail them
to mweston@soldiermagazine.co.uk
indicating “Soldier Photo Comp” in the
subject box. Photographs may not be
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entered more than once. Deadline for the
December competition is November 9,
and for the January issue, December 3.
Don’t miss it.

And remember, entries for the British
Army Photographic Competition, which
closes on February 8, will be particularly
welcomed from dependants as well as
serving and retired Regular Army, TA,
cadets and Army-employed civilians.

For more details, visit the Army website
on www.army.mod.uk/apc2001.htm or

obtain them from unit admin offices,
media ops staff, DCI Army 80/1 (July 27),
or the competition desk on 020 7218
1508 (ATN 9621 81508).

® Our judges also liked a streetlight-lit
night shot of Londonderry entered by
WO2 Mark Etherington, 1 Coldm Gds,
and a moody image of a Warrior in Bosnia
and a time-exposure with flash of GPMG
sustained fire in Norway taken by Maj
Malcolm Russell RAMC, who was also a
near-winner in our October competition.




Pictures: Steve Dock

EVER fancied a jolly in Switzerland? If you
have, don’t volunteer for the next Swiss
Raid Commando, due in 2003.

As the British Servicemen who took part
in this year’s event around Lake Zurich will
testify, it is not for the faint-hearted.

Thirteen four-man teams from Regular
and Territorial Army units took part, as did
two from the Royal Air Force Regiment.
Best-placed overall was a combined entry
from 100 Regiment RA (V)’s 307 Battery
(South Notts Hussars) and 207 Battery.

Many of the British competitors were, by
their own admission, under-prepared for
the event, which began with a deceptively
difficult test of military knowledge and
skills. Each raider (as team members were
known) was given a Mary Poppins-type
bicycle and a map marked with the loca-
tions of 34 activity or knowledge stands
spread over 100km.

On the word “go” it was a case of “on yer
bike”, pedal as if your life depended on it
and pick up as many points as possible in
the next eight hours or so. One stand was in
a lake, making it particularly difficult and
time-consuming.

Phase two of the competition involved
the raiders dodging Swiss Army motorised
and foot patrols to complete a 40km mis-
sion, much of it over rugged terrain at
night. A team from ATR Lichfield decided
to pull out after their leader sustained
broken ribs when he fell 50ft down the side
of a mountain.

Other British results were:’19. 144 Para
Med Sqn; 40, Honorable Artillery Company; 47,
1 RRF; 50, ITC Catterick; 58, 1 R Irish; 71, 34
Sgn RAF Regt; 72, 1 R Irish B; 84, HAC B; 88,
144 Para Med Sqn B; 93, 100 Regt RA (V); 103,
1 RHF; 114, 16 Sgn RAF Regt; 131, 1 RGBW.

Swiss teams, highly trained for the event,
filled most of the top places.

Details of the next Swiss Raid Comman-
do can be found at www.srec.ch. Anyone
interested in a similar event planned for
Norway next year should contact Capt
Espen Loland on 0047 91192757,

And for the first time the competition is
being taken out of Europe. A USA-style
Swiss Raid Commando is being put
together for late September next year.

SWISS RAID COMMANDO
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Z; p m Lighters

with your crest
Minimum order 50

For full details complete the coupon below and send to:

ZIPPO UK LTD. UNIT 27,

Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 5AS
Tel: 020 8964 0666 Fax: 020 8968 0400

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters
with my Regimental crest

NAME
ADDRESS

riDE away witH 60%
_ OFF UNIVERSAL CYCLES
NEW BIKES ON OFFEh TO SOLDIER READEﬁ?

Universal Cycles
has one of the

)
Extreme Gents, black, UK's 'a'9°St g
age 14+ ranges, including
men’s, women's

and junior

Aggressor Gents
red, age 14+

et SOLDIER readers savings of
Freestyle BMX up to 60% off the recommended
P T e -W  retail price of their top 25 models.

Simply call 0870 241 1460 quoting ARMY 01 and

ask for a free colour brochure detailing the complete range

WA . :

w ; s
Need immec
H "
Advice?
If you're in the Forces there’s a fast way to make
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language.
The Forces Legal Network is a national group of
established, independent solicitors who all provide:

FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews
Staff with experience of service problems
Legal Aid and “No Win-No Fee” accident claims

24 hour emergency legal cover

A full range of quality assured legal services
Competitive fees

One call puts you in
touch with confidential
advice on any service
or family legal matter.

email: @forceslaw.demon.co.uk
FORCES LAW HELPLINE:
The Forces Legal Network 0845 601 ]260

NISSAN Nissan Export

Primera Activ 1.8
‘ = 16V 5 door

oo~ £8995

" ! ) tax free OTR

* climate control = alloys
* driver & passenger airbags * remote central locking

Almera Activ 1.5
16V 3 door

-—;H--:f\ £6995

e —r——— ”
S Aimera LS tax free OTR

7« air conditioning * electric front windows
l\ * central locking * drivers/passenger airbags
R ® CD player * power steering

Europe’s Official Supplier of
Tax Free Nissan to HM Forces

101257 240617
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- Peacekeeper shows

THERE was no shortage of interest in the S2000 Scorpion
Peacekeeper at a major defence event at London Docklands.
Service visitors to the Repaircraft plc stand at the Defence Sys-
tems and Equipment International Exhibition (DSEi) saw a new
variant of the CVR(T) — Combat Vehicle Reconnaissance,
Tracked — which shares a hull in common with the
g = British Army’s family of Sabres and Scimitars.
Boasting a 76mm main gun, composite
ceramic armour capable of keeping out
Russian 14.5mm ammunition, and a
ballistic “skirt” to minimise missile
attacks, the Peacekeeper is light
(8,250Kkg), fast (its diesel engine deliv-
ers a top speed of 65mph), air-trans-
portable in a C130 Hercules or
underslung beneath a helicopter,
and designed to be used in hot cli-
mates.
The British Army phased out its
old Scorpions in the early 1990s,
In use with 16 armies in Africa,
South America and the Near and
Far East, the Peacekeeper boasts an
explosion suppressant fuel tank —
found in Formula One racing cars —
designed to easily replace the rubber bladder
tank found in standard CVR(T)s.

® More than 5,000 names - including
“Hammy” from a six-year-old with an indestruc-
tible hamster — have been suggested for the
Multi-Role Armoured Vehicle (MRAV) to be
built under a European collaboration. It is known
in Germany as the GTK (Gepanzerte-Transport-
Kraftfahrzeuge) and in the Netherlands as the
PV (Pantser Wiel Voertuig). A shortlist of names
is being drawn up.

Designed to operate in areas where there is a
reduced threat of direct fire, MRAV will replace
the FV430, CVR(T) and Saxon utility vehicles.

‘00
{08\

For hire or rent: Repaircraft plc is offering fleets of the S2000 Scorpion Peacekeeper on fixed-
price hire or lease schemes to forces on humanitarian missions Picture: Steve Dock

-

ALSO on display at
DSEi 2001 was a
Future Cargo Vehicle
prototype, right, made
by Thirsk-based Mul-
tidrive Ltd and US
company Stewart and
Stevenson, which sup-
plies thousands of
trucks to the US Army. e
Air-portable and s
able to operate off-road, the prototype
comes with its own hydraulic drawbar
and ground anchors so that it can pull

itself out of sticky ituations.The
high-mobility tractor can be config-
ured with a variety of body systems.

BATTLES WITH A CATT DRAW CLOSER FOR ARMY’'S ARMOURED UNITS

»

® The world’s largest and most sophisti-
cated simulator, the Army’s Combined
Arms Tactical Trainer (CATT) has passed
the first crucial rounds in its user and accep-
tance trials. CATT, which is located at
Warminster on Salisbury Plain and Sen-
nelager in Germany, is set to revolutionise
armoured battle-group warfare simulation.

The £250 million system, designed by
Lockheed Martin, replicates the interiors of
vehicles such as Challenger 2, Warrior and
Scimitar, allowing hundreds of troops to hone
their battle skills via nearly 170 networked
combat vehicle simulators. There is a premi-
um on reality, with engines overheating if left
idling too long, supplies and repairs entering
the equation and infantry commanders dis-
mounting to continue the battle on foot.
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® A mine clearance volunteer in the Near
East escaped with broken bones in his foot
when he stepped on an anti-personnel mine,
reports AIGIS Engineering Solutions Ltd of
Derby. The lucky man was wearing a pair of
AlGIS’s Mineboots at the time. Trialled in
several countries, the Mineboots are said to
engender “considerable confidence" among
mine-clearance teams.

@® Lockheed Martin/Raytheon’s Javelin
and Matra BAe Dynamics’ Spike systems
have been invited to compete for a £300m-
plus contract to supply the British Army with
its next generation of “fire-and-forget” anti-
armour guided missiles.

As reported in Kitstop (Aug), the winning
system, which will replace Milan as the

Army’s lightweight tank-buster, is expected to
enter service in 2005.

® Three companies have been invited to
tender for a contract to run the MoD's air-
field support services, responsible for
cargo handling, fire and crash rescue, and
aircraft fuelling and clearance at MoD 105
airfields scattered around the world.

® A £230m contract to provide the Army
with state-of-the-art night vision for nearly
700 armoured vehicles has been awarded to
Thales Optronics. Battlegroup Thermal
Imaging (BGTI) is a key element in mod-
ernising the Warrior and Scimitar fleets and
will allow commanders to view the battlefield
in all weather, at night and through smoke.
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A pre-publication offer to readers of Soldier Magazine
A new edition of a WW2 military classic. £10.99 post free*

Béaton Wicks.
W :ETEI TSR |ISBN 1-898573-35-2 £12.99
B IEEL R tradepaperback.

¢ 304pp, 70 photos, 19 maps.
" Available by mail order at
£10.99 per copy post free
until 25 November. Overseas
customers can order to the
end of 2001
(post free to BFPO addresses.
Surface mail if outside Europe)
*Other rates quoted on request.

"Remarkable for its
depiction of front-line
action" Soldier

ALASTAIR BORTHWICK

Send orders to Baton Wicks
Publications, Clough House,
Cockhall Lane, Langley,
Macclesfield SK11 0DE
Tel: 01260 252963 (fax: 01260 253787)
E mail: kwilson@batonwicks.demon.co.uk

BATTALION

The experiences of a 51st Div. battalion (5th Seaforths) written after hostilities ceased. A
vivid and moving account of 22 actions in North Africa, Sicily and N Europe. The book
captures the memories of troops emerging from three years of continuous action,
‘Retains a freshness undiminished by the passage of time”. Royal Artiliery Journal

Vivid and enthralling” The Sunday Telegraph
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FEATURE

All-American
hero: Dexter
Fletcher plays
the part of Sgt
John Martin in
Band of Brothers

Acting Sergeant

Interview: Andy Simms

WHEN Lock, Stock and Two Smoking
Barrels star Dexter Fletcher auditioned
for a part in the BBC’s new wartime
drama Band of Brothers, he had not reck-
oned on ten days at an American-style
boot camp.

Co-produced by Steven Spielberg and
Tom Hanks, and based on the best-seller by
eminent historian Stephen Ambrose, the
ten-part series recounts the exploits of Easy
Company, 506 Regiment, 101 Airborne
Division, US Army during the Second
World War.

Before filming started on the multi-mil-
lion pound production, Fletcher and
other leading members of the castwere
sent to Longmoor Training Camp in
Hampshire for a crash course in soldier-
ing.

“We were put under the command of a
Vietnam veteran and told that boot camp
was going to be tough and that there
would be no reprieve,” explained Fletch-
er, who plays the part of Sgt John Martin
in the series.

“We were given fast-track training. You

can’t learn to be a soldier in ten days but
you can learn some of the basics.

“It was a bit of a bun-fight to be honest.
There were 60 of us running around with
M1s and Thompsons, recklessly shooting
at each other after being out on watch all
night,” he said. “We didn’t know what we
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were doing and it was a baptism of fire.”

Denied access to the outside world and
the comfort of a hotel room, Fletcher
quickly developed an understanding of
Army-life.

“There is not much privacy — that
was the first thing that struck me about
being a soldier,” he said. “You quickly
have to get used to barrack life and
guys farting and burping in the bed
next to you.

“Generally I quite enjoyed it. I enjoyed
mucking in with everyone else and being
part of a team. Spielberg and Hanks
wanted us to have a team mentality and
that was something we developed quite
quickly,” he said.

“I could have done without the early
mornings or late nights, and I found
myself getting backache from carrying my
weapon all day — but I am sure it is noth-
ing compared to the real thing.”

On set there was no let-up in the mili-
tary discipline instilled in the actors
during their stay at Longmoor.

“We would have to line-up on parade at
six o’clock every morning before filming
and they’d sometimes march us down to
the set,” he said. “After six or seven
months we did it instinctively.

“It’s all a bit gung-ho when you’re play-
ing at it, but when you speak to some of
the war veterans you realise just how
lucky you are to be doing just that — these
guys had to live through it.”

CGS’s BRIEFING TEAM

FEED
back

Officers treated the same



Like others before her,
this popular BBC
broadcaster started

her career with BFBS

Interview: Ray Routledge

SHE’s bubbly, funny and cheerful — a
breath of fresh air in the morning. To BBC
Radio 2’s early-rising audience, collec-
tively known as the Dawn Patrollers, she
is the one they wake up to.

For more than 20 years, Sarah
Kennedy has entertained British TV and
radio audiences with her wacky brand of
humour. She follows in the illustrious
footsteps of CIliff Michelmore, David
Jacobs and Raymond Baxter because like
them she learned her trade with the
British Forces Broadcasting Service.

“As a youngster the only things I was
good at were drama and English — there
was no way I could be a scientist,” she said
at her London home.

“Someone suggested radio production,
but I didn’t have any university qualifica-
tions,” she recalls. “I asked myself, ‘How
do you get into radio?’”

Her answer was to apply to the BBC,
but she was turned down. BFBS also said
no, until the determined Sarah said she’d
work for no pay. It was an offer BFBS
couldn’t refuse and the humble
start of a career that has since

floodgates’

A chance remark by a friend that he had
once been dangled from the knee of
Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin at
Colombo Airport gave Sarah the idea for
a book which will be on the shelves in
time for Christmas. She turned to her lis-
teners for anecdotes about meeting
famous people.

“The floodgates opened,” she laughed.
“‘I knew Dr Crippin’s cleaner’, ‘My great-
grandfather arrested Dr Crippin’ and ‘My
mother was the housekeeper to Rudolf
Nureyev’ are some examples of what
have come in.” -

The resulting book was Brief Encoun-
ters, published by Hodder Headline at
£6.99.

Readers’ stories contributed to two
previous books, Terrible Twos and Terri-
ble Pets. Sarah has also published a
novel, Charlotte's Friends.

Win a copy

We have a signed copy
of Brief Encounters to
give away. For a chance
of winning, answer the
following question:

In which TV show did Sarah Kennedy appear with
Henry Kelly, Matthew Kelly and Jeremy Beadle?

Answers on a postcard marked “Sarah Kennedy
competition” should reach us no later than December 1.
Usual Soldier competition rules apply.
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Lntertaini s vith. ch:
ratning Bruyghes With the
amous and Infamous

made her a welcome guest in ‘And SO, along with her BFBS Work, she became tutor to

the homes of millions of
strangers.

She supplemented her non-
existent BFBS salary by work-
ing as a speech and drama
teacher, travelling every Thursday to the
Forces Broadcasting Service in Smith
Square.

“And then a miracle happened and the
Treasury gave the MoD money for eight
trainee posts and, I think out of sheer
compassion, I got one of them,” she said.

It meant working abroad. “I remember
Ian Wolf, who was a wonderful Polish
eccentric, ringing my mother to ask if it
was really all right for them to send me to
Singapore.

“Mother said it would be lovely. I had
to get out my old school atlas to find out
where Singapore was. And that was it.”

She remembers her days with BFBS in
Singapore with great affection. “It was
a wonderful training. You did every-
thing, from tennis matches to film cov-

erage, and early-morning programmes.”

She started to be noticed and was sur-
prised one day when the phone rang to
find the caller was Lee Kuan Yew, the
Prime Minister, asking if she would teach
his son English.

And so, along with her BFBS work, she
became tutor to the Prime Minister’s son.
Sarah’s Dawn Patrollers will not be alto-
gether surprised to learn that all did not
go entirely smoothly.

She recalls one potentially embarrass-
ing incident. “I forgot one day that I was
meant to be going for an English lesson
and the station librarian reminded me.

“I seized the book nearest to me (it was
Desmond Morris’s The Naked Ape; 1
wasn’t to know that Desmond was to
become my best friend in later life).

the Prime Minister’s son. Sarah’s Dawn Patrollers will not
be surprised to learn that all did not go entirely smoothly?

“Anyway, I got there just in time and
gave this 17-year-old the book.

“It opened on the chapter on masturba-
tion. Security was tight and I knew every-
thing was taped and didn’t know whether
to Stop Or not.

“But it must have been OK because
they kept inviting me to parties.”

It was at one of these social occasions
she claims to have nearly brained Lee
KuanYew. When she dropped a chopstick
both of them bent down to get it. The
resulting collision left both with “the most
appalling headaches”.

Two-and-a-half years in Singapore flew
by before she was posted to Cologne, a
complete contrast and one she didn’t like.
“It was just too cold and all the German
rules were too much,” she said.
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Returning to England, Sarah landed a
continuity job at Radio 2. It was time for
her big break.

“I was 28, One day I looked at myself in
the mirror and thought: ‘If you don’t get
into telly now, mate, you’ve lost it.” ”

Despite stiff competition from contem-
poraries such as Selina Scott, the irre-
pressible Sarah was picked for Game for a
Laugh, working alongside Matthew Kelly,
Henry Kelly and Jeremy Beadle.

“It changed my life, bought me a house
and made me famous,” she smiled. “We
didn’t do scripts; we didn’t even know
what we were going to say.”

It was the start of a TV career that
included shows such as Busman’s Holiday,
Classmates, Living and Growing (a sex edu-
cation series for Channel Four) and a 14-
year stint on Animal Country with
Desmond Morris. :

Sarah recalled one hilarious incident.
“We went on a balloon trip in Scotland
and came down in a residential housing
estate, On\]anding, the basket tipped over
and I ended up with my legs straddled
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INTERVIEW

around the cameraman’s head. At that
moment local children rushed out saying:
“That’s the woman on Living and Grow-
ing’. I was still straddled about the cam-
eraman.” \

Now back on radio, where it all began,
Sarah has a fiercely loyal audience for her
Monday-to-Friday, 0600-to-0730 stint
on Radio 2.

“I think Terry Wogan and I make a
decent fist of it in the morning,” she reck-
oned. And, indeed, she must be doing
something right because she picked up
the prestigious Sony Gold Award in 1995.

While her early-morning start limits
her social life, Sarah enjoys weekends
with her partner, Adrian, at their retreat
near Stratford-upon-Avon.

She acknowledges her debt to BFBS. “I
owe a huge amount to them . . . they gave
me my break. Today you can go on cours-
es, but in those days there was nothing. I
owe everything to them.”

As for those early mornings: “It is awful
if you have the flu or something, but most
of the time I’'m as happy as Larry.”

MY DAY JOB

Clearing the
legacy of hate

The latest in a series on what TA
soldiers do when out of uniform

A Territorial Army soldier is at the centre of
the immense operation to rid Bosnia of its
legacy of minefields, writes Ray Rout-
ledge.

Capt Lenny Bryan, who spent 18 years
as a Regular soldier in the Royal Engineers
and left as a WO2, now serves with Birm-
ingham-based 225 Plant Squadron, part of
the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers
(Militia).

Right now he can be found in Bosnia -
with his civvy hat on — working for a United
Nations organisation dedicated to helping
the country get to grips with the millions of
lethal mines hidden beneath its soil.

After leaving the Regular Army in 1994
Lenny obtained a degree
in engineering and busi-
ness at London University.

Promoted lieutenant, he
went to Bosnia to work on
welfare projects, spending
six months each in Gorni
Vakuf and Mrkonijic Grad.

Now he's back in
Bosnia as the senior tech-
nical adviser to the
Republika Srpska Mine
Action Centre (MAC) in
Banja Luka.

The centre falls under
the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme
(UNDP) and Lenny’s job is
to raise local expertise to
the point where the West-
ern aid agencies can pull
out.

His work includes logistics, transport,
recruitment policy and advising the director
of the MAC.

The UNDP, which is responsible for de-
mining activity in Bosnia, has accredited 43
commercial companies to take on clear-
ance work. They are employed because
local military resources are under-
equipped, poorly motivated and usually
unpaid. “That is not the way to clear mines,”
he said.

The task is so huge Lenny reckons it
could take another 50 years to complete.
The UNDP has more than 13,500 records
of minefields within the Federation and
another 18,220 in the Republika Srpska.
For other killing fields, records simply do not
exist.

Death and injury from explosions are
commonplace: more than 350 people have
been killed and nearly 1,000 hurt since
1996.

Despite the depressing size of the opera-
tion and almost constant news of fatalities,
Lenny is glad to be helping. “When | see
some people returning to cleared sites, |
feel | am making a difference.”

@ If you have an interesting job, ring Ray
Routledge on 01252 340753 or e-mail him
at rroutledge @soldiermagazine.co.uk

[

Making a diffe|
ence: Mine man
Capt Lenny Bryan




Lady Butler: The Defence of Rorke's Drift (The Royal Callection © 2001, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth if)

Zulu War 1879

An evening with acclaimed historian, David Rattray

Lecture Dates
Tues 30th Oct University of Birmingham
Contact: R Price Esq 0121 603 9000

Wed 31st Oct The Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst
Contact: Brigadier N M Prideaux 01252 340421

Thurs 1st Nov Kensington Town Hall, London
Contact: Colonel JMA Ross 020 7591 2055

Fri 2nd Nov The Lady Mitchell Hall, Cambridge
Contact: Captain A Armstrong 01223 263582

Mon 5th Nov The Linenhall Library, Belfast
Contact: Lieutenant Colonel AJ Cramsie 028 7034 4407

Tues 6th Nov The Physician's Hall, Edinburgh
Contact: Colonel | Shepherd 0131 310 5132

Wed 7th Nov Curtis Hall, Newcastle University
Contact: Brigadier JJ Gaskell 01904 662868

Thurs 8th Nov The Great Hall, University of Nottingham
Contact: Colonel MD Reynolds 0115 957 2103

Sat 10th Nov The University of Wales College, Newport
Contact: Major PJ Vyvyan-Robinson 01874 690156

www.armybenevolentfund.com

The ABF is the Army’s national charity and is committed to the weltare of Army
and ex-Army personnel and their families. (Registered Charity No. 211645)

The most renowned battle of the ferocious Anglo Zulu War of 1879
between native Africans and the British Army, immortalised in the film
“Zulu’, will be among those covered by internationally acclaimed historian,
David Rattray, in his forthcoming lecture tour. The talks will be taking place
at the end of October and early November at venues around the UK on behalf
of The Army Benevolent Fund - the Army’s national charity.

David Rattray is in a unique position to retell the events of the Anglo
Zulu War as he spent his childhood in Zululand. With his academic
background and position as a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, he
is widely acknowledged as a leading authority on the battles of Isandlwana
and Rorke’s Drift.

The events of January 22 1879 are remarkable for the outstanding
bravery of the Zulu warriors at Isandlwana and for the great courage of the
139 British soldiers during the defence of Rorke’s Drift. The Zulus were
facing modern artillery at Isandlwana, armed primarily with sp;aars and hide
shields, but through sheer determination and discipline, wiped out the
strongest of three British columns in just two hours. The British soldiers
successfully defended the Rorke’s Drift post despite being substantially
outnumbered by the Zulus and salvaged some of the military honour that
had been lost at Isandlwana. i

To relive these famous battles in British military history, book

your ticket now and join David Rattray for one of his fascinating talks.

ARMY
BENEVOLENT

FUND
SUPPORTING THE BEST




ing GeorgeVI.

Of the 181,000
hand-crafted medals
struck for the
three Services, about
100,000 will go to the
Army. To mark the
Monarch’s Silver
Jubilee in 1977, the
Regular and Territor-
ial Army received
4,800 between them.
Despite the huge in-
crease in numbers,
the new allocation is
not without contro-
VErsy.

Project officer Maj
Stephen Tuck, Gren Gds, said the exact
qualifying criteria for each category in the
Royal Navy, Royal Air Force and Army,
including reservists and cadets, had not
been finalised.

“They will be announced in a DCI
(Defence Council Instruction) as soon as
the decision is made,” he told Soldier
during a visit to the Mint.

What is already known is that the mini-
mum qualifying period for full-time
diers is five years’ service as at Februa

With the Roy
to strike 15,000 a month, the
medal worldwide will be a massive under-
taking. “Of those, 8,500 will be delivered
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Precise craftsmanship: Gordon
Summers works on a plaster
model of the medal at the engrav-
ing department of the ‘Royal Mint

QUEEN'S JUBILEE MEDAL

In all its glory: The Queen’s Jubilee Medal obverse, left, and reverse

‘to the Army Medal Office
each month starting in Jan-
uary to be issued to entitled
personnel. Our target is for
all medals to be dispatched
by the end of next vear,”
said Maj Tuck.

Priority will be given to
units taking part in
ceremonial events to
mark the jubilee. “In
the main, the medals
will be issued to units
en bloc rather than to
individuals,” added Maj Tuck.

The first official day on which
medal and ribbon may be worn is
June 4.

Although the Royal Mint can
produce more than ten million
coins a day, the jubilee medal is a
major undertaking for the organisa-
tion at its factory a few miles north of
Cardiff, according to production director
Brian Smith.

“It marks the latest in a long line of
medals struck by the Mint, the first being
the Waterloo Medal back in 1815,” he
said.

“The Golden Jubilee Medal presents a

Leading the project:
Maj Stephen Tuck

R
e the number w
produced in a year. I ha frup
the size of the department to cope with
i
Each 25gm medal, which will cost the
Army about £21, is made of 75 per cent
copper and 25 per cent nickel, finished
with two microns of gold.
The Royal Mint recom-
mends that the medal is not
cleaned with Brasso, which
will remove the gold finish.
Its advice is to use God-
dard’s Silver Dip or Silver
Cloth.

Units wanting to order

miniatures in bulk from the
s Royal Mint can take advan-
tage of discount prices.
“It’s up to the individual
units to make their own
arrangements for miniatures, but I would
assume that quartermasters will make a
bulk order which can be sold on,” said
Maj Tuck.
The miniatures can be ordered on-line
from jubmin@royalmint.gov.uk

@®Veterans strike own medal — Page 64.




NIKE

FLEECE
Green/Stone, sizes M/L/XL

THOMAS
BURBERRY

Long sleeve shirt,
White/Beige, sizes M/L/XL

Colvin Kigin Jeans

& CALUIN KLEIN
e White/Grey/Black,
sizes S/IM/L/XL

NIKE UVUERSACE

JUMPER JEANS
Green/Grey, sizes S/M/L/XL Black/Grey/Beige,
sizes: 30-38

 EMPORCNA

ARMANI

ﬂiﬁNS 20-38 Jumpers;
avy, sizes 30- Navy/Black/Stone,
sizes M/L/XL

Ordering by post: Your name, address, contact
telephone number and write the description of item,
size and colour and send to:

| We accept all major credit/debit cards and solo cards

'/~ MINT CLOTHING CO.
\/ ] || THE PORTAGATE, ECCLESALL ROAD, SHEFFIELD, SOUTH
- YORKSHIRE S11 8NX
" Make cheques or postal orders payable to Mint Clothing
Postage and package; £3.85 UK £4.95 BFFO

CALL OUR ORDER LINE:
0044 (0)114 2096282

Military personnel can now buy traser watches at
unbelievable discounts direct from Soldier!

Chosen by many of the world's élite military units,
traser watches have proven themselves on
active duty throughout the globe. Features
include a precision Swiss movement,
rugged case construction and an array of
traser lights that enable you to see the
time quickly and accurately under any
conditions, anytime - day or night!

Every watch in the range is guaranteed
for two years (light source for ten). All
have a one-direction rotating bezel and
feature a double O-ring seal, with a screw-
down crown making them water-resistant to
200 metres.

Stainless steel case. Carbon bezel. Titanium case. Velcro strap.
Velcro strap. traser lights on all Screw-down crown. Hardened
three hands. 40-month battery. sapphire glass. 40-month battery.
Civilian price: £179.95 Civilian price: £199.99

PVD-coated stainless steel case & All polymer case and strap (ultra-
strap. Screw-down crown. light). traser lights on all three
Hardened sapphire glass. hands. Push-in crown.

eight-year lithium battery. 40-month battery.

Civilian price: £249.99 Civilian price: £129

Whatever you do - do it longer!

Remember - For the best prices buy direct from Soldier!
To order: Complete and post this coupon today, together with a cheque made payable to
Soldier OR - For a ‘rapid-reaction’ have your credit card details to hand and phone us on our

hotline: 01252 34 73 53

Name S3001P Qty Total: £
ID Number S$3601V Qty. Total: £
Address S3i101v Qty. Total: £
S3401B Qty. Total: £

Postcode Expiry Date
Contact Tel No Issue No (switch only)

Credit card No

Please add £4.95 for P&P. (Watches will be despatched within 24 hours of receipt of order)
| enclose a cheque/PO made payable to Soldier for: E...

Return to: Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershtz;t. Hants GU11 2DU
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SAIF SAREEA 2
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Front line: Troops from No 4 Company, 1st Battalion, Irish Guards hone their mechanized skills in the Omani desert north of Thumrait

With the war against international terrorism escalating
daily, the biggest gathering of British Armed Forces
since the Gulf War was given a new significance

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: WO2 Pete Bristo, HQ Land

SAIF SAREEA 2, the Anglo-Omani exer-
cise on the Arabian peninsula, moved into
top gear as Soldier went to press.

In daytime temperatures which rose as
high as 50 degrees C, thousands of British
Army soldiers and their Omani counter-
parts swung into action as months of
training in two earlier phases of the exer-
cise came to fruition.

Saif Sareea, the largest British exercise
since the mid-1980s, also involved a
Royal Navy carrier group — including the
biggest deployment of minehunters since

SOLDIER November 2001

the Falklands War and amphibious assets
- and more than 50 RAF aircraft.

Ground forces included 66 Challenger
2 main battle-tanks among more than
400 armoured vehicles. Nearly 23,000
British Servicemen and women joined
13,000 personnel from the Royal Omani
forces.

Running alongside the main action
were command-post and simulated exer-
cises in what co-ordinator Wg Cdr Dick
Forsyth RAF described as “a bit of a
Rubik’s Cube”,

For some soldiers who have been in
Oman for most of the summer, their six
months living in the desert, in primitive

conditions and pestered by sandflies,
scorpions and snakes, has been a test of
endurance. They have been encouraged
to drink up to seven litres of water a day to
prevent dehydration and heatstroke.

While the heat has affected everyone,
chefs are reported to have endured partic-
ularly high temperatures in some cook-
houses.

A hole in the ground, flies and an over-
powering smell have been the hallmark of
toilet conditions. It has been a testing
introduction to desert warfare.

@ A report on the main exercise phase
will appear in Soldier next month.

More on following pages

)



WRITTEN by staff at Permanent Joint
Headquarters (PJHQ) at Northwood,
the “story” of Saif Sareea 2 involves
the fictional Middle Eastern country of
Alwham (Arabic for fantasy) attacking
oil fields in northern Oman and
Britain coming to the rescue.

Oman was logical choice

BRITAIN'’S ties with Oman go back
more than 200 years. Given the high
calibre of the Sultan of Oman’s
forces and the first-class training
facilities on offer, the country
offered a logical choice for Britain’s
Armed Forces to get used to living -
and fighting — in a harsh desert envi-
ronment.

Saif Sareea also provided a thor-
ough test of Britain’s capability to
wage war at long range.

Spot on: Members of a target acquisi-
tion group “spot” where rounds fall for
the mortars, below

That is as far as the script goes, with
the actual conduct of the “war” being
left to commanders and their forces on
the ground.

Omani and British soldiers will fight
on both sides and be commanded by a
mix of British and Omani officers.

Picture: Sgt Brian Gamble

RO

Stand easy: Soldiers with D Squadron, The
Queen’s Royal Lancers return to Camp South
after a hectic day on the exercise area, above

End of another perfect day: The setting sun sil-
houettes an Army lorry at Camp South ‘as the
driver is met by a soldier on guard duty, left

Picture: Cpl Paddy Hill RAF

—1

desert command centre for an intelligence brief-
ing by Lt Rob Cloke, left, and Lt Alice Bromage

PM visits front line

AS United States-led night air raids pounded Tal-
iban positions and the al-Qaida terrorist network
in Afghanistan, Prime Minister Tony Blair visited
British Service personnel deployed a few hundred
miles away in Oman.

He told 300 British and Omani soldiers they
could be in the “front line". “For all of you, you
never know when you are going to be called upon
to fight, to risk your lives,” he said.

After a curry and ice-cream lunch in the mess
tent at al-Shaa'fa, about 150 miles south of the
capital, Muscat, he was briefed on the training
which faces British and Omani troops during Saif
Sareea 2.

@ A Serviceman told reporters that the Prime
Minister had remarked to him that one of his sons
was considering a career in the military.
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On line: Sig A J Gurung of 1st
Armoured Division Signal Regi-
ment listens to a message
coming over his headset, below

SAIF SAREEA 2

Geri givs trob
what they really
really really want

SEVERAL thousand British troops and RAF
personnel were treated to a live show in the
desert by pop icon Geri Halliwell.

The show, one of the most ambitious ever
hosted by Combined Services Entertainments,
was compéred by comedian and impersonator
Bobby Davro and featured pop band Steps.

But even Geri had to give way to football: her
performance was delayed so that thousands of
squaddies could take in England's vital World
Cup qualifier against Greece, beamed direct
from Old Trafford on to giant screens on the
open-air stage.

Many soldiers travelled eight hours to take in
Geri's raunchy stage performance, which
lasted 45 minutes.

HQ;
1 Div Sig Regt.

1 (UK) Armd Div:
4,5,12,32 and 39 Regts RA; 30 Sig Regt;

HQ 1 Armd Bde
4 Armd Bde

Also:
4 AAC

23 Pioneer Regt;

22 Fd Hospital RAMC;

1 and 4 CS Med Regts RMC;
1 GS Regt RLC;

7 and 8 Tpt Regt RLC;

17 Port and Maritime Regt
RLC;

1, 3 and 6 Bns REME;

101 and 115 Pro Coys RMP.




Well

Expedition to East
Africa leaves legacy
that will sustain a
remote community
for generations

Report: Capt Liam Webber
Pictures: WO2 Pete Bristo

PEOPLE in a remote eastern Ugandan
community have good reason to remem-
ber cadets from Tayforth University Offi-
cers’ Training Corps who arrived in their
village this summer.

Thanks to the students they now have
clean water.

Members of Tayforth UOTC, drawn
from four Scottish universities — Dundee,
Stirling, St Andrews and Abertay — decid-
ed that they would spend the summer
break doing something worthwhile, and
turned their attention to Uganda.

“I'm joining the Army when I finish
studying, so I thought I'd give the expedi-
tion a go,” said 2nd Lt Tom Matthaie, who
is studying economics at Dundee and has
his eye on The Cheshire Regiment.

Sgt Dave Balmer and Officer Cadet
Rob Agnew arranged for the students to
help the Busoga Trust charity finish wells
in and around the village of Nabakoss in
the east of the country. The digging was
started by Water Aid in the early 1990s,
but money to complete the project dried
up when the charity pulled out.

Unfinished wells quickly fell into disre-
pair, clogging up with animal carcasses,
vegetation, and rubbish. The open holes
were a danger to children.

OC Naomi Robinson, reading psychol-
ogy at Dundee, said: “Water drawn from
the well in Nabokoss was dirty. You could
see how filthy it was.”

Each was about 20ft deep and up to
6ft across. Brick-lined, they filled
naturally from the water-table,
Before they could complete the
job begun by Water Aid, expedi-
tion members had to remove
rubbish, pump out contaminat-
ed water and disinfect the inside. -

Villagers made bricks and
mixed cement to construct a cap
for their well. This large concrete
disc was lowered over the hole and
a metal pump bolted on. A fence

s Ll

Water baby: UOTC cadets Melissa de Wolff and Ra

.%:: i 'l % .I p
za Jaffery share the joy of the new well

¢ Unfinished wells quickly fell into disrepair, clogging

up with animal carcasses, vegetation, and rubbish 9

was put up to protect the site from ani-
mals, and drainage ditches dug to ensure
water coming out of the well does not lie
stagnant to become a breeding ground for
mosquitoes.

The task required technical exper-
tise and organisa-
tion. While the
Busoga Trust g
supplied tech-

lphoto in he Ugandan village of Nabakoss

nicians to oversee the engineering side,

the students provided the enthusiasm to
get local people involved.

“It can be a bit annoying when you get

a huge crowd standing watching you

work,” said 2nd Lt Bill Calderhead,

icer cadets line up for a
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AGC (SPS). “Our job was to get as many
villagers involved as possible. They quick-
ly picked up the idea that as soon as the
well was finished they would have clean
water and pitched in.”

Busoga Trust technician Sam Muziah
explained: “Each well has a committee
and it will be their job to make sure that it
is properly maintained. Between 300 and
800 people will use the Nabakoss well. If
it lasts for two generations that number
goes up to thousands.”

The work was made more poignant
when the students learned that the 11-
month-old daughter of one of the villagers
had died of typhoid contracted from con-
taminated water.

Expedition members also had a chance
to try out one of the star attractions of
Uganda’s emerging tourist industry -
white-water rafting on the White Nile.

They also spent time climbing Mount
Elgon, at 4,321m Africa’s third highest
peak. Their guide was Azulukam
Wobudeya, who spent most of the Idi
Amin era smuggling coffee into Kenya

SOLDIER November 2001

FEATURE @

Thrill-seekers: Students
try white-water rafting on
the White Nile, above

Getting down to the job:
Student Alice Rawdon-
Mogg works in the well
shaft, 30ft below the
surface, left

and knows his way around Mount Elgon
better than anyone.

The Tayforth party spent three weeks in
East Africa, living under canvas and cook-
ing for themselves. The officer cadets set
up an outdoor shower made from a
bucket with holes punched in the bottom
and Tom Matthaie tried to improve mat-
ters by constructing a wooden seat over
the hole-in-the-ground toilet. It collapsed
one night, although no one owned up to
sitting on it at the time.

Bill Calderhead, an accomplished
musician, entertained villagers with a
“blaw on the pipes” one evening, but the
response was not one he expected. “I took
my bagpipes down to the edge of the
White Nile and started to play,” he said.
“A farmer watched for a while, then told
me that because of the noise he had
thought that I was washing a reluctant
animal in the river.”

While the cadets, now back at universi-
ty, will have long memories of Uganda,
the legacy of their visit will remain with
the villagers of Nabakoss for generations.

David Mapes is Assistant Director of Crediit
Action and will be pleased to answer
specific questions addressed to the Editor.
These will be treated in confidence.

Christmas is
a coming. ..

THAT time of year is approaching fast.
Advertisers encouraging us to spend, chil-
dren's TV making us think we are Scrooges
if we don't spend at least £50 on each gift.

The kids are on about what they'd like to
have as it it's what they're going to get. And
with interest rates so low, it's tempting to
buy now and pay later.

If you are already anxious about what
you owe on credit cards and catalogues, it's
hard to make a decision amid so much
emotion. You want to have a good Christ-
mas, but can you have a good time without
getting into debt . . . or further into debt?

The good news is that you can. It takes
planning, straight talking, courage and a
conviction that relationships are more
important than what we spend on presents.

Gifts are not the only expense. Food and
drink budgets take a hammering. Travel,
heating and the telephone bills may rise.

Budget for Christmas

If you're a regular reader, you probably
expected this suggestion: make a budget.
Sit down with a cuppa, paper, a pencil and
a rubber (so you can change it) and a cal-
culator. If you're married or have a partner,
do it together if you can.

Now take a deep breath. First list: write
down the names of everyone you're going
to send a card to — it all adds up.

Second list: write down the names of
everyone you're going to buy a present for.
Now write how much you would like to
spend. Add them up. Don't be shocked.

The third list is so you can estimate food
and drink and travelling costs.

How much?

We all underestimate what Christmas
costs. Most often we spend what we think
we need to and count the cost in January.
Make this year different. If the price is too
high, cut costs. Do we really need to send
all these cards? Can we write a newsletter
or make cards to keep costs down?

Look carefully at the presents list. How
can we cut back? Try to be realistic. It
seems hard at Christmas, but try to differ-
entiate between “wants” and “needs”.

Let friends and family know money is
tight. This won't hurt as much as you think.
Talk to your children. They'll understand if
given the chance and they may help make
presents and have ideas to keep spending
down. And they will still have a good time.

Shop around. Resist credit. Try to stick to
your budget. There's pressure to spend
now and pay later. But stress and anxiety
often come close on the heels of debt.

You're not on your own

Don't feel alone. Call our Helpline and a
counsellor will talk it over. Our “Money- {
saving Ideas” booklet may be helpful.
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National Service was a stepping
stone to the top for boxing legend |

Interview: Andy Simms

DESPITE being so proficient in the skill of
bobbing and weaving, National Service was
one obstacle that Sir Henry Cooper made no
attempt to duck.

Indeed, the chance of joining the Army was
one that he and his twin-brother, George,
grabbed with both boxing mitts in 1952.

“National Service was just something that
vou had to do and we accepted that,” the
former British, European and Empire heavy-
weight champion told Soldier. “And besides
we were keen to join because we knew that
we’d get a chance to box for the Army.”

Born and raised in South London, the
twins’ love affair with boxing began at the
tender age of nine when their father, also a
former soldier, “got on his hands and knees
and taught us the fundamentals™.

Boxing became a way of life from that day
on and by the age of 18 Henry and George had
become big names on the amateur scene.
Henry, in particular, was already catching the
eye of the boxing writers of the day, winning
his first ABA title at light-heavyweight in 1952
and being selected to represent his country at
the Olympic Games in Helsinki.

But despite his success as an amateur in
civvy street, Henry knew that a spell in the
Army represented a chance to hone his skills
and prepare for a career as a professional
fighter.

“In those days all of Britain’s brightest
boxing prospects were in the Army,” he said.
“So | knew that if I could win fights in the Army
I would be good enough to
turn pro and earn a living out
of boxing.”

Henry was posted to 4
Battalion, Royal Army Ord-
nance Corps in Deepcut,
near Aldershot — a unit
renowned for its boxing prowess.

But before he could don a pair of gloves for
the battalion, he had to complete seven weeks
of basic training at Blackdown, Surrey.

“] came back from the Olympics on the
Sunday and I was in the Army by the Thurs-
day — that was something of a culture shock,”
conceded Henry.

But it was a shock lessened by the company
of his brother. “George and I joined the Army
together and joined the same battalion, and
when you've got a brother you’ve got a
friend.”

Back in Deepcut the Army endeavoured to
teach the twins a trade as drivers although

6 In those days all of
Britain’s brightest
boxing prospects
were in the Army 9
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Britain's finest: Sir Henry Cooper ruled the domestic heavyweight division for more

than a decade but is now associated with a jab of a very different kind, helping to pro-

mote the Government’s flu immunisation campaign

they spent increasingly less time behind
the wheel, favouring the battalion’s
boxing gym to the cabs of their four-
tonne vehicles.

“I was soon boxing for my battalion
and the Army. I loved it. All the boxers
were in one barrack-room and were
given special privileges.

“We had to go on parade each morn-
ing but aside from that we were excused
from duties and spent all day training.

“We were 18 and in great shape, run-
ning over the tank course in the morn-
ing and sparring all
afternoon. George
and I were fitter than
most of the physical
training instructors.”
Inside the ring Henry
put his famed Ileft
hook — known as ’Enry’s ’Ammer — to
good use, winning both the Army and
Inter-Services light-heavyweight title,
and helping his battalion to two Army
team championships.

“Every battalion had good boxers but
4 Battalion, RAOC was just a bit spe-
cial.

“Most of our boxers were good
enough to represent Great Britain. We
had guys like Georgie Whelan and Joe
Erskine — champions in an out of the
Army.”

As well as using boxing to furnish his
trophy cabinet, Henry also found a way

Picture: Personal Appearances

of turning the amateur sport into a
profit-making exercise. £

“As amateurs you only ever won
prizes for winning bouts,” explained
Henry. “If you won a senior bout you
would be presented with something like
an electric coffee percolator or a can-
teen of cutlery.

“I must have had 30 to 40 percolators
so I used to flog them off in the sergeants’
mess. I'd get a fiver for each one and there
was one sergeant who used to raffle them
off on a nice little earner.”

But despite having money in his
pocket, Henry was still determined to
try his luck in the professional ranks and,
after completing two years of National
Service, he left the Army in 1954.

“The Army served my career well. It
kept me active and I was boxing three or
four times a month,” he said.

“Above all else it gave me variety. I
met guys from across the country —
boxers I could judge myself against and
learn different training methods from.”

Five years after hanging up his uni-
form Henry began a ten-year reign as
British heavyweight champion and
went on to become the dominant Euro-
pean heavyweight of the 1960s.

“When I turned professional it was
always my ambition to win a Lonsdale
belt outright,” said the three-times
Lonsdale belt winner. “All things con-
sidered I guess I didn’t do too badly.”
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Stitched-u
DURING a professional career that spanned
55-bouts, Henry Cooper exchanged blows
with some of the biggest names in world
boxing, but one of his punches is celebrated
above all others — the left hook that floored a
brash 21-year-old named Cassius Clay at
Wembley Stadium in 1963.

Clay, who became Muhammad Ali and
world champion a year later, entered the ring
against the British champion with a growing
reputation and with the Louisville lip already
working in overdrive.

‘I knew he had an Olympic gold medal and
knew that he was a good boxer but | still
thought | had the ability to beat him,” said
Cooper. “I had him complaining in the first
round, | had his nose bleeding, and was doing
a lot of damage inside.

“l had a good knowledge of how to box
inside and Ali didn’t — he was appealing to the
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p by Cassius Clay's trainer

Seconds from victory: Henry Cooper knocks a glassy-
eyed Cassius Clay to the canvas at Wembley Stadium in
1963. The following round, the fifth, Clay stopped Cooper
by re-opening a cut above the British champion’s left eye.

In 1966 the two fought again, this time for the world title.
“The same eye let me down,” Cooper said. “It came open
and the referee had to stop the fight in the sixth. | believe
that if | hadn’t cut then | would have been world champion.
It was during the two Ali fights that | suffered the worst
cuts of my career. He was a long puncher, and he flicked
and dragged your skin with the heel of his glove.

“Ali was the fastest boxer | ever went in the ring against,
there is no doubt about that. | fought a lot of great fighters,
world champions like Ingemar Johansson and Floyd Pat-
terson, but it was Ali who became the legend and, | suppose
in that respect, he was the greatest man | ever boxed.”

referee to break every time we got together.”

Despite sustaining a cut above his left eye,
Cooper dominated the early rounds and
looked to have secured a famous victory
when, in the dying seconds of the fourth, one
of his trademark left hooks sent Clay crashing
to the canvas.

But, saved from the referee's count by the
bell, Clay benefited from more than two minutes
of recovery time as his corner complained of a
ripped glove — a tear British fight fans believe
was caused by Clay’s trainer, Angelo Dundee.

“Dundee did split that glove — he has openly
admitted that to me,” Cooper told Soldier. “"He
saw that the stitching on Ali's right-hand glove
had been stretched and so he ripped it open
and called the referee over.

“The referee sent a steward to the dressing
rooms to get a new glove and at Wembley
that's over 150 yards from the ring — Ali was

given a two-and-a-half minute break and for an
athlete that is all the time you need to recover.

“l was sitting in my corner wondering what
was going on but my eye was so badly gashed
that my corner used the extra time to stop the
bleeding.”

When the boxers finally returned from their
respective corners for the fifth, Clay had
recovered and stopped Cooper by re-opening
the cut above his eye.

And despite Dundee’s admission of guilt
Cooper remains philosophical about the
nature of his defeat.

“Pro boxing is completely different to the
amateur game. The amateur game is a sport
and the professional game is a business,” he
said. “That is why you pay top dollar for the
best managers and trainers. If something like
that had happened to me then | hope that Jim
Wickes would have done the same for me."
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Howards’ power-up

Champion eyes
world title lift

ONE of The Green Howards’ new
recruits has more power behind him than
most — a European power-lifting title and
two world records testify to that.

Pte Graham Winter, who has just
completed a course at the Army Foun-
dation College in Harrogate and joins
the 1st Battalion, The Green Howards
at the beginning of this month, is the
European under-23 power-lifting cham-
pion and holds the world record for the
dead lift of 179kg and for the squat lift
of 150kg.

Graham’s other noteworthy achieve-
ments include lifting Rhino from televi-
sion’s Gladiators, who weighs in at
18-stone, and the lesser weight of the
man who recruited him - Sgt Andy
Kidger.

The 17-year-old will be looking to add
to this already impressive résumeé when he
takes part in the world championships in
Cape Town, South Africa later this
month.

Capt Steve Mincher of the regimental
recruiting team said: “This is a quite mag-
nificent achievement by a young man,
and we are proud that he will represent
The Green Howards, the Army and the
country at the world championships in
South Africa.

“The regiment is always keen to
encourage its soldiers to reach the highest
possible level in their sports.”

HOWARDS

A CAREER WITH A Ct

tel: 01748 8722:

He ain’'t heavy: Sgt Andy Kidger (GH) hitches a lift from new recruit Pte Graham Winter

ATHLETICS: ATR Winchester inter-
company competition—1,B Company. ;
A Squadron.

Army marathon champlonshlps, men’s
individual champion — SSgt Des Murray
(JSSU Cyprus). Women’s champion
- LCpl! Paula Wales (47 Regt RA Wksps).
Veteran’s champion — Maj Douglas Brisco
(DLO Andover). Major Unit champions - 3
R Irish. Minor Unit champions — RMB
Chivenor.

Army 4 Prison Service 3.

Massey Trophy — AAC 1 RLC 1; AMS 0
AAC 7; Infantry 1 APTC 2; AMS 2 RE 4; R
Signals 3 RLC 2.

Army Youth Challenge Cup final -
ATFC Arborfield 3 AFC Harrogate 2.

Army (men's) six-a-side
championships, semi finals — 27 Regt
@.C beat 7 Sig Regt 4-3; 3 RSME Regt

FOOTBALL: Army Youth 3 Scottish Youth 1;

RESULTS SERVICE . . . RESULTS SERVICE . . . RESULTS SERVICE . . . RESULTS SERVICE . . .\

beat 22 Engr Regt 3-1. Final — 3 RSME
Regt beat 27 Regt RLC 3-1.

Infantry six-a-side championships,
quarter-finals - 3 Para beat 7 R Irish 2-0; 1
LI (A) beat 1 1G on penalties; 1 RWF beat 1
Kings 4-1; 1 Hidrs beat 1 Kings (A) 1-0.
Semi-finals — 1 LI (A) beat 3 Para 3-1; 1
RWF beat 1 Hidrs 3-1. Final = 1 RWF beat
1 LI (A) 1-0.

HOCKEY: Halberds hockey club (102
Logistic Brigade) tour of Barbados —
Halberds 1 Barbados All Stars 1; Halberds 0
Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force 4;
Halberds 0 Wizards 7; Halberds 2 Eastern
Stars 4; Halberds 4 Bajan Combomeres 0.

RUGBY UNION: 1 RRW 31 Royal Navy
U21s 25.

SAILING: APC regatta winners - Maj
James Hall and Col Mark Pountain.

SHOOTING: English Small-bore Shooﬂng
Union beat Combined Services by 132pts;
Police Athletic Association beat Army 3-2;
Combined Services beat Great Britain by
218pts.

Army clay target individual
championships - 1, Capt Darrell White
(RGJ) 190pts; 2, Spf Gerry Brown (RE)

182; 3, WO2 Stuart Ferguson (RE) 181. 4
Army clay target team championships -

1, 3 R Irish (317pts); 2, ATR Pirbright

(311); 3, Defence School of Transport - |
(2986). .

Inter-Services long range small-bore
rifle championships — 1, Army (21pts); 2,
RAF (14); 3, TA (13).

Inter-Services target pistol team
championships, air pistol — 1, Army 3
(6,614pts); 2, RAF (6,585); 3, RN (6.254) 1
Centre fire pistol — 1, RAF (3,039); 2, RN
(2,920); 3, Army (2, 824) Individual =
champion - Cpl Robert Doak (R Irish). J
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MORE than 30 water-skiers battled it out
for the silverware at the Army water-ski
championships.

Now in its sixth year, the tournament,
held at the National Watersports Centre in
Nottingham, featured events in three dif-
ferent disciplines — slalom, trick and jump.

Among the winners was Maj Mark
Winston-Davis (LI), pictured above,
who steered his way to the pro-slalom
title.

Cut-back king rules

+ Full results were: Pro-class slalom —
1, Maj Winston-Davis (LI); 2, 2nd Lt Lloyd
Owen (1 Coldm Gds); 3, CSgt Nutter (LI).

Inter-class slalom - 1, Capt Thompson (4
R Irish); 2, Cpl Clements (33 Field Hosp); 3,
Pte Jones (1 WFR). Novice (1) slalom - 1,
Cpl McGowen (4 R Irish); 2, Cpl Brown (280
Signal Sgn). Novice (2) slalom — 1, Mne
Porter (RM); 2, LCpl Goalt (4 R Irish).

Jump event - 1, Pte Moore (4 R Irish); 2,
CSagt Nutter. Trick event - 1, Cpl Clements; 2,
Cpl McGowen.

Mark's many

ONE of the Army’s top athletes celebrat-
ed a return to full fitness by taking first
place at the Army sprint triathlon cham-
pionships at ATR Bassingbourn.

Cpl Mark Livesey (50 Commando,
RE), pictured right, showed no signs of
the knee-injury that had kept him out of
athletics for over a year as he led home
the 100-strong field in a time of lhr
Imin.

“I had to take time off due to a problem
with my knee-cap,” he said. “But I
recently represented the Army in the
British Inter-Services championships
and I came first in the Army competition,
so I think I can safely say I’m back on
form.”

Joining Livesey on the winners’ podium
was OCdt Katy O’Brien (RMAS), who
scooped gold in the women’s race and
20th overall with a time of lhr 9min
57sec.

The competition involved a 750-metre
swim, a 20km cycle and a 5km run.

SOLDIER November 2001

happy returns

Double win Down Under

THREE members of the Army alpine ski
team helped the Combined Services to
scoop two major trophies during a tour
of Australia.

Capt Charlie Hewitt (RA), Sgt Dave
Cooper (QRH) and Sgt Stevie Reece
(RE) made up half of the six-man team
that won both the Royal Australian Air
Force championships and the Australian
Defence Force championships.

In a league of their own

THE Royal Signals marked the inaugural
fixture of the new women’s inter-corps
football league with a 4-2 victory over
AMS. _

A brace from Sig Claire Donald, and
one goal apiece from Sig Tam Ingledew
and Sig Vicky Moran, fired the Signals to
the top of the Price Waterhouse Coopers-
sponsored league.

FOOTBALL TABLES
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* Results up to and including October 18

[ ARMYSIX-ASIDEGROUPA |

P W D L GD Pts
27 RegtRLC 6 2 1 0 13 16
22EngrRegt6 4 1 1 6 13
4R Irish 6 4 0 2 8 12
38 Engr Regt 6 4 0 2 6 12
1 RSME 6 1 1 4 =5 4
1 PWRR 6 1 0 5 -10 3
2SigRegt 6 0 1 5 -18 1
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P W D L GD Pts
3 RSME ¥ 6 1 0 13 19
7SigRegt 7 5 o0 & PRI
36 Engr Regt 7 3 1 3 0o 10
1 Hidrs 7 3 0 4 -4 9
21 SigRegt 7 2 3 2 =8 9
SEME 7 2 g 3 1 8
1 Coldm Gds 7 1 2 4 -9 &
7ParaRHA 7 1 1 5 =f 4




Edited by Andy Simms

Report: Andy Simms
Pictures: Graeme Main

FEW sportsmen can claim to be as dedi-
cated to their sport as the 17 soldiers who
assembled on the west coast of Wales for
the inaugural Army surfing championships.

Anyone who arrived at the tournament
with preconceptions of golden sands,
avenues of palm trees, Pamela Anderson
. look-alikes and perfect surf will have been
' sorely disappointed.

Pembrokeshire in the autumn is far
removed from the idyllic setting of the
Californian coastline portrayed by Bay-
watch.

Held over the course of a week, the
championships were plagued by unsea-
sonal bad weather, with persistent rain
and heavy fog hampering visibility, and
water temperatures plunging to an
uninviting four degrees.

Rugby and football matches have been
cancelled in far milder conditions, but
that did not stop the group of surfers from
taking to the waters of St George’s Chan-
nel in search of waves.

Indeed, the adverse weather could do
little to dampen the spirits of the event
organiser, Sgt Jase Fern (14 Signal Regi-
ment), who has made it his personal quest
to introduce a sport, thought to have orig-
inated in the 18th century, to the ranks of
the British Army.

Fern was first bitten by the surfing bug
in 1999 during a four-month detachment
to the Falklands, where he met Cpl Roy
Major (RAF).

“At that time Roy was ranked number
14 on the UK circuit and was one of the
driving forces behind getting surfing
recognised in the RAF,” said Fern. “He

E-mail: asimms @soldiermagazine.co.uk

On the crest of a wave: Founder of the Army Surf Riders Union, Sgt Jase Fern

let me have a go on one of his longboards
on condition that on my return to the UK
I would attempt to form an Army club,
with the ultimate aim of holding a true
Inter-Services competition.”

One year later the Army Surf Riders
Union was formed, and although an
Inter-Services competition is still some
way off, the sport which requires a steady
balance is now finding its feet in the
Army.

“I think a lot of people thought I was
just a madman who lived on a beach
when 1 first started to try and drum up
support,” he added. “Your average

stereotype of a surfer is someone with
long blonde hair who smokes a lot of
drugs, but nobody like that exists in the
Services — we are just people who enjoy
the sport.”

4 Winners of the 2001 Army surf-
ing championships were: Novice -
LCpl Derry Evans (14 Sig Regt);
bodyboard - LCpl Al Hayes (2 LI);
shortboard - 2nd Lt Rupes Forrest
(WG); longboard - Sgt Jase Fern (14
Sig Regt); mini mal - Sgt Fern.

€ Anyone interested in joining the
Army Surf Riders Union should contact
Sgt Jase Fern on Mil 94359 5774.

Essential kit

Surf-wear is hyper-fashionable but a rider’s
dress is about more than just brand names

BOARDS - There are three
main types of surf-board, the mini
malibu, shortboard and
longboard. The type of board you
have depends on your size and
weight, and the type of riding you
want to do.

Smaller boards require good
surf (hollow waves) and are the
preferred choice of trick riders.

Longboards are more suitable
for larger surfers and can be used §
in most conditions. 1

Expect to pay anywhere in the
region of £200-£500 for a new
board.

LEASH - Attaches the
surfer to his board. A

vital bit of kit as‘it not =~ .-
only prevents riders from
losing their boards but
also acts as alifelineto

their only buoyancy aid.

WETSUITS - Forget surfing
in the UK without one.
Standard 3mm thick wetsuits
are fine for the summer but it is
advisable to invest in a 5mm
suit for the winter months.
Custom-made suits are usu-
ally the most effective but can
be very expensive. Prices
range from £100 upwards.

GLOVES - An optional
extra. Help to keep the
cold at bay.

BOOTS - Another heat-

rotect the feet against

and coral, and give ]
: Modgipon | T

FIXTURES

Your sporting guide
to November . . .

ANGLING: 1 — Army shore championships
(Dover).

ATHLETICS: 7 — Army relays (Twesel-
down); 17 — Army tetrathlon championships
(RMAS); 18 — Combined Services v England
(Margate); 23-24 — National biathlon champi-
onships (TBC).

BASKETBALL: 25 - Army v Solent select
(Aldershot).

BOXING: 1 - London v Army (Fitzroy
Lodge, London); 9 — Army v Wales (Brecon);
16 — South East London v Army (Croydon);
17 — ABA (England) novice quarter-finals
(Maida gymnasium, Aldershot); 19 — Army v
London (Royal Lancaster).

CANOEING: 3-4 — Land command wild-
water racing championships (River Tees,
Barnard Castle, County Durham).

CYCLING: 4 — Combined Services moun-
tain bike championships, round four (Bland-
ford); 18 — Combined Services mountain bike
championships, round five (Blandford).

FOOTBALL: 4 — Army youth v Aldershot
Town youth (TBC); 6 — Army v Essex FA
(Aldershot); 10 — Dorset/Wiltshire youth v
Army youth (TBC); 13 — Wiltshire v Army
U21s (TBC); 17 — Army youth v Somerset
youth (TBC); 18 — TA (NI) v Army (NI) (North-
ern Ireland); 19 — Middlesex FA v Army
(TBC), Army U21s v Portsmouth FC (TBC);
22 — Gloucestershire women v Army women
(Gloucester); 24 — Army Crusader FC v Liver-
pool Ramblers (Aldershot).

HOCKEY: 7-8 — Combined Services
championships (Larkhill); 28 — 4 Div women'’s
11-a-side championships (Aldershot).

JUDO: 18 — East Anglian Open (Norwich).

LAWN TENNIS: 3 — Men's veterans v 45
Club (Aldershot); 17 — Aldershot Tennis
Centre v Army women (Aldershot); Men’s vet-
erans v English Law Society (Aldershot); 24 —
Men’s veterans v VCGB (Aldershot).

REAL TENNIS: 14 — Holyport v Army
(Holyport).

RUGBY UNION: 6 — Combined Services v
Barbarians (Portsmouth); 9 — Dubai Sevens
(Dubai); 28 — Army v Harlequins (Aldershot).

SHINTY: 3 — Edinburgh University v The
Highlanders (Away).

SQUASH: 2-4 — Combined Services indi-
vidual championships (HMS Terneraire); 12-
14 — REME individual championships
(Aldershot); 16-17 — AGC championships
(ATR Winchester); 19-21 — Inter-corps cham-
pionships (Aldershot); 29 — Oxford University
v Army (Oxford).

SWIMMING: 28 — AGC championships
(ATR Winchester).

TUG OF WAR: 24 — Northern Ireland
indoor championships (Northern Ireland).

B Got a date for the diary? E-mail the
details to fixtures @soldiermagazine.co.uk
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COMPETITIONS
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Frank Finch has made ten
ro e :
L changes in detail to one of his
,_——~"“'T drawings taken from our

archive. Circle the differences
in the lower image, cut out

the whole panel, add yvour
name and address and send after the closing date will
to HOAY 720, Soldier, win £100; the second and

Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

third will receive £10 gift

GU11 2DU by November 30.
A photocopy s acceprable,
but only one entry per person
may be submirted.
Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

vouchers. No correspon-
dence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the January
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First correct entry drawn 2002 issue.
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September issue (No 718): First correct entry drawn was from
Sgt W J Fulton, of Northern Ireland, who wins £100. Second
and third were Sgt D K Hanvey, of 16 CSMR, Op Bessemer, and
Sgt T Dowson, 12 Tpt Sqn, 1 GS Reqgt, PRB, Gutersioh, who
each win a £10 gift voucher. The ten differences were: Top of
tree; giraffe house; man'’s pipe; male soldier’s hair and pocket;
woman soldier’s skirt; railings; teas notice; elephants mark-
ings; arrow under gazelles sign.

1

L.

“I’ll be a lot happier when the ruddy
Channel Tunnel is finished.”
Write your own funny caption for the photograph, right, first
published in Soldier in July 1952. The best, in the Editor’s
opinion, will win a prize from our silver logo collection. Usual
rules apply and entries should reach us by November 30.

FUNNIEST caption for the
September competition (left) was,
in our opinion, “There's no need
to shoot him just because he's
got knobbly knees!” from LCpl
Birch, A (Fusilier) Coy, West
Midlands Regiment, Birmingham.

We also liked “Damn it, man,
Pay 2000 wasn't that bad!" from
Sgt Brendan McMahon of 150
Pro Coy RMP in Catterick;

“Now, because of all the Army 1 LI in Edinburgh; and “The do you think you're going,
cut-backs, | want you to say correct challenge is Alt, who  mate?” from Colin Hunt of
‘bang’, OK," from Cpl McGrath of  goes there?’, not ‘Where the .... Bodmin, Cornwall.
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P“m- Tax Fr:; Sales

a8 POoL AUTOS, 7020 Mons, Belgium
BARRY GREGORY Tel: (0032) 0BS 728836 Fax: (0032) 065 724467

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA
SERVING THE FORCES SINCE 1968

@ Immediate delivery on most models
@ Full UK spec @ Low/no deposit finance
@ Part exchange @ Continental/UK delivery

2001 TAX FREE PRICES:
@ Demio from £5900 @ Premacy from £9900
@ MX5 from £10595 @ 626 from £10000 @ 323 from
£7900 @ MPV £12950 @ B Series from £8799

For an information pack call Pool Autos
direct or complete the form below:
323 ] 626 ] MX5 ] Demio (] MPV ]
Premacy ] B Series (] Other makes 7]

; I 4 B B i
1 N .
143
= _ 4 -} " X

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

For an information pack
send a large SAE to:

Professional Bodyguard Association

The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce,
Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB

No telephone enquiries

Such is the reputation of the
PBA that in 1997 we acted
as Close Protection advisers
to the Chiefs of Staff at the
Pentagon.

‘British expertise at work through the PBA’

There isn't another car on the market that can match the Octavia’s
outrageous blend of space, pace, price and practicality .

Available from Natocars who offer

Special Military Prices
on over 1,500 new cars,
TAX FREE for export
or TAX PAID for UK use

Iesfrctepaﬂexebange * Low rate finance
Discount insurance

Call Natocars 01278 455555 NOw!

2
3
k‘!:':'D.@GD!&I L0 @ @ wo g
= r\‘.NATOCARS B
i SN For Prople Who Drive A Good Deal! .
-l:-hb Wylds Road # Bridgwater » Somersel TAG 4BH 1%
sy Tol: 01278 455555 « Fox: 01278 450396 *

www.natocars.co.uk ® E-mail: sales@natocars.co.uk (Please give hull postal address)

DEBT PROBLEMS"

Are your outgoings more than your income?

Are your creditors threatening you with:
Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings?

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.

Telephone (0044) 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.
Or visit our website: www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

WELLBEING SERVICES

PROVIDING DEBT SOLUTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

MOFFATS SCHOOL

for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border ¢
proud of our long association with Service families
@ Most of our pupils are full boarders
o Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress
@ Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs
o Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama
o All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds
@ Our own escorts to and from major stations and all UK airports
o Hospitality and fun for children in half-terms and exeats
e Affordable fees for Service personnel

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewdley
Wores DY 12 3AY

Tel: (01299) 841230

54
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Internet
Services
for the

T Army

Official domain name - .mod.uk or.mil.uk?

If you are planning to establish an official domain (for either email or
a website), as per DCI Gen 240/00, speak to us - we can help you!

The name is registered with MoD, but hosted
by an ISP of your choice - choose MilNetUK!

Qur dial-up system is a first-class (fast) service, compatible with
UK-based MoD telephone exchanges. Use it from work or from home.
For your personal security, we require no personal details from you.
A proportion of our profits will be donated to Service charities.
For more information about MilNetUK, visit:

www.milnet.uk.net

or phone 01258 454834/472473

For free CD (Win9x/NT) write to MilNetUK, Box 4111, Blandford, Dorset DT11 7YH

LOST YOUR MEDALS?

WE CAN REPLACE THEM
FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN

IN COURT OR SWING STYLE. SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

TOAD HALL MEDALS, NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH, DEVON PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672 Fax: 01752 872723

E-mail:chrissy@toadhallmedals.com www.toadhallmedals.com

COSTELLO

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 020 8478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631

UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Ilford Essex 1G1 4BS

£ERS
PEUGEOT
" MILITARY SALES

l{r\l\l

For your free information pack on how to purchase a
new Peugeot at special concession tax free and tax paid prices.
Call Colin Clubley:
Sales Hotline: 01980 653434
Fax: 01980 654256

www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk

SOLDIER November 2001

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISURE WEAR
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS SWEATERS TIES
RUGBY JERSEYS CAPS......... & MUCH MORE

FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
FOR QUALITY WEAR - SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST
JENKINS KNITWEAR
57 Woodbank Drive, Wollaton, Nottingham NG8 2QW
Tel or Fax 0115 928 3628

s @jenkins-wear.co.uk www.jenkins-wear.co.uk

SPECIAL AIR-SE i
St. George’s Works, St. Ge
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA
Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524
Email: info@sass-kit.fsbusiness.
Website: www.sass-kit.fsbusin

EPIease send me your latest catalogue:

I AITIOY wisvint st e TR st bss iy 45 7oLy AR

FVoTu 1 -7 T o e NI ] SR R e L




REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURERS
Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock

Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND-SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

JM.BIC I\H{I()T\

2Nnd

For L. NL\.(‘JLml‘_ Tel/Fax:- 012 l W‘\I u’wﬁ
Callers at our showroom welcome
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
E.mail jmb@ regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

RAMC
9ct gold £140

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
TiShirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rughy
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
other items. All can be printed or
embroidered. Send for a free colour
catalogue and price list.

UNIFORMS

{ADE TO MEASURE
OF‘.'s and Officers Mess Dress
OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress

British Warm Overcoats

S.B. Blazers

Regimental D.B. Blazers

Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

VISTA SPORTS LTD
28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 SAY
TEL:01449 614802 FAX:01449 614604

Tel: 01737 645113

Fax: 01737 645892

%IJ

Old Albion proudly
presents 5 new bath
towel designs. 100%

cotton, 28 x 50 inches
(bath towel size) and are

woven not
printed

Simply phone for more

A information or send a cheque or

postal order to our address,
making it payable to:

SCOTLAND

Qturn
ét @e e
% 3_

ERWE

ENGLAND EXPECT

FOREVER WALES

OLD ALBION
OLD ALBION +£2 p&p (UK) each
PO BOX 24189
Email: saintgeorge@cwcom.net

LONDON SW18 4WY

- - JEL: ll/‘!??l:l/()h

OLD ALBION, 71 Knowles House, 7 Nevilie Gill Close, Wandsworth, SW18 45F

Website:www

stgeorge.cwe.net

Stri
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20 High Street, Polegate, ® Military eqpt.

- East Suisse: Bﬂﬁﬁ 5AB | :?ﬂ:‘gww
www.stringtownsupplies.co.u

Email-enquiries@stringtownsupplies.co.uk | ® Game clathing & kit

FREE!" ;="

CATALOGUE
| MILITARY & SURVIVAL CATALOGUE
PLUS NEW SALE LISTING, BADGE

REPLICA WEAPONRY CATALOGU

PLEASE TEL:

' Tel: (01323) 488844

| or Fax: (01323) 487799
| (or email or write in for your copy)

| 'MOUNTAIN RANGE DOUBLE
HOOPED BIVI

. Alrguns & knives &
much more . ..

100% waterproof Gore-Tex material @ Arktis @ P.L.C.E
similar to a small tent. With 2x meta| @ Berghaus
hoops, zip door, mosquito net & ground fixing pomts. @ Snugpak
Olive, size approx 8' x 3'......ccccecurare £199.95 99.95 @ Buffalo
:' @ Gore-Tex
@ Hi-Tec
| @ Matterhorn
@ Danner
@ Wyvern etc.

D.P.M Camo ......

£169.95 Olive version .....

| I you would ke 1o arder any of the goots shown, pleese use & separats istter or tai: 01323 488844

TAX FREE

* BIG SAVINGS UK TAX PAID TOO!

To get the very best all-round package
just call the SCE Information line - now!

(UK) 01367 - 710333 SCE

OR WRITE TO US AT: SCE LTD, PO BOX 177, sesmm—
FARINGDON, OXON, UK, SN7 TEW auto international

ALL
POPULAR
MAKES
SUPPLIED

www.messdress.com
*MAIL ORDER OFFER*

*RE, R Sig, RAMC, REME, RA, Guards Div, Paras,
Kings, Queens, AAC, Cheshire, KORBR
£365 (inc VAT, rank, shirt & tie) + p&p
£294 (excl VAT, inc rank, shirt & tie) + p&p
*RLC/AGC, D&D, Staffords
£345 (inc VAT & rank) + p&p
£311 (excl VAT, inc rank ) + p&p
*George boots £75 inc p&p
*GSM NI, Gulf, KFOR, ACSM, IFOR, UN Bosnia
loose medals £6 or £10 (court mounted) + p&p
*RMP Collar Badges £7 (a pair) incl p&p
*AGC Collar Badges £8.50 (a pair) incl p&p

MADE-TO-MEASURE TAILORING
85 STEWART ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH BH8 8NZ
Tel: 01202 302846 Fax: 01202 383874

Email: sales@messdress.com

Visit our website for secure online shopping
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LOST
% MEDALS

(O Loyl :v' Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Tratalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H 7THA
Tel: 020 7930 1979 Fax: 020 7930 1152
E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

www.rdhmedals.com

e

" Forces and
Ex Service Personnel

?WOUNDS"’ DISEASES? INJURIES?

. CAUSED BY SERVICE

. ALSO INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE
©  AND PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS

5 YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

COMPENSATION

;f.;CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!

FREEPHONE
' 0500 22 20 22 Now!

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD MARSH HOUSE, 92A
MARSHLAND ROAD, MOORENDS, DONCASTER, DN8 4SZ.

1

A UNIFORMAL

M E 5 S KSR TS

F , RA, RE, R Sig, RAMC, REME, Paras,

7 Kings, AAC, Cheshire, KORB £345
D&D, Staffords, RLC
(inc VAT, rank) +pé&p
(inc VAT, rank, shirt & tie) +p&p £365

George boots £75, most medals from £12 -p&p
VAN DUNGIE HOUSE
MEYNELL AVENUE, ROTHWELL. LEEDS L526 ONL

inc VAT, rank, shirt & tie) +p&p
@
£325
RTR, RRF
INTEREST FREE CREDIT
“ TEL: 0113 282 6102 FAX: 0113 282 1457

don’t send flowers...

@p. Cur

...and your message will last forever

love you, miss you, happy birthday, happy anniversary, congratulations...
let rafur deliver your personal message, tucked safely inside his rucksack,

with massive style and impact, whatever the aoccasion...

o

DR CALL fines open 24 hour
0870755 7287 (€39

TO SEND R*FUR s —
WWW, sendrfurcom

SOLDIER November 2001

apprax 20cm tall ") Bo Bear Designs 2001 - all rights reserved

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments.  Low minimum order.
Full colour brochure.  Caps & Printed garments supplied

Free embroidery proof. No origination charge.
Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea, Sweats £8.00ea, T-shirts £4.50ea.
Banana Moon Workshop w
48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford BD11 mmmm& Fax:
www.bana

TROPHIES & AWARDS
FOR EVERY OCCASION

(Golfing awards a speciality)

Presentation awards
Trophies & lnuml\ es
Plaques & S
Salvers & Figurines
Hand cut crystal
Hole in one awards
Engraving

Large range to suit any budget.

Discounts available.
‘or free ’ll(l] Lulour brochure contact:

Pm ail: aster.designs @dis |I.p|pu\.cu.uk

DYGUARD

TRAINING

For 15 years we have been at
the forefront of the Close
Protection Industry. We need
men & women to train for a new
and exciting career. Apply for
our free information pack today.

01372 726252

www.excelsecurity.co.uk
The Coach House West Street Epsom KT18 7RL

Export orders welcome

WORK FROM HOME
IN ANY OF 57 COUNTRIES
FULL OR PART TIME
VISIT THIS WEBSITE

www.gprmarketing.com

CHURCHER'’S COLLEGE

‘ Petersfield, Hampshire GU31 4AS

| HMC co-educational school 11-18

REQUIRE A S.S.1. FOR
COMBINED CADET

Further details are available from
the Headmaster's Secretary

Tel: 01730 263033

OR RING +44 (0) 207 6649082
YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU DID

| LOST OR NEW |

MEDALS

Full size & miniature supplied
Professionally mounted

Hand-sewn ... not glued

K&D Medals

33 The Cresecent, West Wickham, Kant BR4 OHB

Tel: 020 8777 24286
kanddmedals@aol.com
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Flowers for all oceasions. Births/Birthdays/Anniversaries/To say I love you.

for [Tée Real \{/:Vorld Otf C|01$g !?rortfectiosn Le‘QtUiffsi Also bright and colourful to add to your loved ones Christmas fare.
a Serious Commitment but offers Substantia
Rewards! so%?ua ROSES/RED/YELLOW/ORANGE/WHITE/MIXED + GYPS
' (12 Blooms) ...... s £14.00
All Courses are taught and overseen by BOUQUET — ROSES/REDNVELLOW/ORANGEWHITEMIXED + GYPS
Specialist Instructors, are Fully Certificated, (24 Biooms) .. .£19.00
require NO previous experience and will L ARGE MIXED BOUQUET — ING. ROSES + GYPS 4 FERNS (50 BIOOMS) ............ £20.00
ide all Students with the Specialist Skills MEDIUM MIXED BOUQUET — NO ROSES + GYPS + FERNS... ... £12.00 —. £20,00
provi BOUQUET — FREESIA & FEANS (40 BIOOMIS) .vvoveveoerscrrercns : ... £15.00
and Knowledge demanded and required to
successfully enter the CP Industry. CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
IS
For a FREE Information Pack Tel: 0207-844-3075 (24 hrs) or Write to: , __ T
The Elite Dept (S), P.O. Box 2112, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1QY U.K. | PLEASE ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

HOTLINE: 01481 246708

LARGE BOUQUET — RED ROSES/CARNATIONS WHITE & GOLD/RED LILIES/WHITE
SPRAYS/FREESIA & FERNS +GYPS .. . ... £20.00
LARGE BOUQUET - WHITE HOSES:CARNATIO
SPRAYS/FREESIA & FERNS + GYPS ..

* MEDIUM BOUQUET AS ABOVE BUT NO l.IL.iES

www.advancedcarex ports.com 583835 ;ZHAERE%TPE;? FfNESE){%\gHiTE or GOLD or MIXED lau Biooms)
. . - looms @ Cesdssilis
12 Whitehall, Lidlington, Beds. MK43 ORS ¢

BEST NEW-CAR DISCOUNTS

w
&
o
=
RS
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For the Very beSt dea’s ,_= ! ! ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED/POSTAL ORDERS/CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO:
Call: (UK) 01525 406 206 D Joy’s Roses & Flowers,Flamingo,
Fax: 01525 403 999 - = StSampsons,Guernsey, C.l. GY2 4WB

A " Telephone: (01481) 246708  Fax: (01481) 243406

Gorkha

Treks UK
NEPAL - TIBET - BUTAN WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD [
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 8LL
it exped : s
F;T:.'ﬂ'.:g?.: ey I REPAL Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798

@ MICHAEL JAY
J Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS ;

offer " P s i ST ew Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals

INCLUDES a full trekking package d Medal M 1 P Alsndav
u ' 12 years experience with trekking and Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
?H day ,Y!IIM' or groups from the MOD(A). ledals ssionally mounted to the highest standards |5
¥ 48 hr EXPRESS We provide an excellent service with ’ service on most mounting work
n Lowest prices discount prices to the Forces. We have over 20 years experience and pride ourselves

P TREKS, CLIMBING, RAFTING, on the quality and efficiency ul‘uur service
l Best fit .

MOUNTAIN BIKING, JUNGLE SAFARIS Send SAE, phone or email us for a copy of .

] | Highest quality R ReAnito A M boces Tk B 178 2076 1041 See our website for full details of all our services.
m Best payment terms —\.Q:tow bsite: www.gorkha-treks.com “Secure on-line ordering on our website”

www.worcmedals.com E wms @ worcmedals.com
Nl Credit eard orders accepted

Local agent to measure in most areas
Tel 01449 614602 Fax01449 614604 |
As our customers say

GUFPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY )
AND PRINTING

The service is simply unbeatable . . Special cards
: i el e g . - Tee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos d
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 5AY ™\ . f al
siiodes = \ Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets il Aol e
Base Eall Hats t“i‘:‘ are Tie Manufacturers and can supply

your existing tie or design you a new one.
We belong to the
Which? Webtradar
Code of Practice

To advertise in Soldier’s
Vultm ham Screen Pnnls 10, Park Road. :
Web Watch contact' . T Woo %lhorpe Notttingham. NG5 4HR Please send us a picture of your badge

of: O115 9676262 Fax: 0115 9263589 or cypher and we will post a free coloured
E Mail: nottmsp@tesco.net visual with a quotation OVER 300 You can now buy and send
DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK your greetings cards,
flowers and gifts for all
occasions on-line.

slrlg - L
telephone 01252 347352

BERETS: RED, G RIrJl\ NAVY, BLACK, S48, L 1L(. H} For officers or other rankss :ullt:tcims po deg::ﬂ:nteed
INFANTRY DRAWCORD LEATHER HEADBAND £7.00 With or without unit designation. st class recor elivery
;;’} R[':“\’."" CORDS FOR STD c€1||5':;' also : to your specified date

G ).5 g -
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £2200 anywhere in the U.K
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £400 _ )
WHITE COTTON MASONIC GLOVES £550 VISTA TIES Send your special greeting
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £25.00
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS (made to 28 HIGH STREET from anywhere in the world,
measure) £30.00

MERSTHAM just visit our new website.
SURREY RH1 3EA ]

STANDARD CARRYING CASE £3010 % ﬁ :
PARACHUTE REGT STANDARD CARRIERS WITH %%:qu ity supplled
2 {

'EN BATTLE HONOURS  £3500 L
JT BLAZER BUTTONS ENGRAVED CAP .E. for price list

BADGE SMALL £1.50 LARGE £1.60 Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892
PACE STICKS £60.00 .

SWAGGER STICKS, CHROME & BLACK ~ £110 La

LAPEL BADGES: AIRBORNE ARTILLERY £200 ncaShlre

RA GREEN BERET £200

PARA RED BERET 20 Embroide ‘ =~
FE:{ E:I\\F,Ig:‘l’(]:‘)u(_”\!\""\"H(!l[|\ ]‘tll :‘PH G 3%,1? gd 4 rhe BritISh Arw

BADGE £200
YOUR CAR NUMBER PLATE WITH AIRBORNE
OR ROYAL MARINES BADGE £2030 Knou'sley{ndmtrzal a e r
CAR GRILLE BADGE PARA REGTIMENT OR ;
ROYAL MARINES £12.00 Park Northy, Kirkby, ;
One off BLAZER BADGES a speciality at no extra Liverpool I33 7SA. . e 66 1
charge. SEND FOR FREE LISTS :
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw, Oldham, Lancs OL2 81T. Phone: 0151-546 5161
Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648

www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

E-Mail: salesia thegoldwirebadge.co.uk Fax: 0151-549 1128"‘_
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This superb die-struck commemorative medal is available in

}lie Eastern Service Medal]

mid miniatureto all who served in Near, Middle and Far Fast.

Send s.a.e. for your application form today.
DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961, Bromsgrove B61 8LA

but may
be obtained as a souvenir/keepsake. They should

not be worn by serving personnel with/alongside
British official decorations/ medals/honours.

For application f LA,
SERVICE C Of\v[\rlEM()llATl\ ES
P.0.Box 4, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10 32T

GPS

GARMIN ETREX

RRP £149.95-
OUR PRICE £129.95

08451 110 181

Cheques/P.0. payable to
DAVID ETON
103 High Street, Eton,
Windsor SL4 6AF

s T =

~1£3-95

: NOme Ta for 72

Woven up to 30 letters/ spacea Choice of BLACK
RED or NAVY lettering on White 100% Polyester

www.able-labels.co.uk

1000 self-stick labels | Black on White
Name, Address, & or £4 5

any words up to 6 lines | Black on Yellow

Orange, Red
Gold or Silver 1 Black on Clear | Blue, Green

£5.25 £6.45 £6.30

PER&ONALI&ED PRODUCTS SINCE 1954
Luggaqe Strap £6-95 (2 or more £6 each)

100 Correspondence Cards £10-95
240 Piece Stationery Set £14-95
Self-Inking Printer only £7-95
100 Personalised Golf Tees £8-75

UK prices include Post/VAT. | Delivery
Payment with order please. |14 days

SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS :
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS

i mwmsurrq.?
l!mlkﬁ'm-up on the majority
our M ic mmm and

Smn‘ﬁ:ranrncwpﬂca lisi:

Tel; 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES

Able-Direct Centre Ltd - Dept SO
Earls Barton - Northampton NN6 OLS
& 0870 444 2733 - Fax 0870 444 2766

Save £'s £'s£'s £’s

FREE MOBILE PHONE
OFFER
Click on

by Muil Order
REGIMENTS,
SHIPS,

SQUADRONS
Clubs & Reunion A
Blazer buttons, med.
SAE appre

Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 (Bam/10pm)

Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

pﬂntad sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\

garments - Free orlgmal 24+

BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. gty. 25

SOLDIER November 2001

ENAMELLED - min. 100

* BLAZER BADGES - min. 5

TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
WRITE, PHONE or FAX for

N o Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN
WWW. en5|gnmot|fs co.uk

Military
Marketing
Interndtional

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Worite for a full colour brochure;

74-77 STEWARD STREET
SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7AF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Email:mmisales @militarymarketing.co.uk
Website: militarymarketing.co.uk
Minimum order 25 shields — £11.95.
No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £19.00 /

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
NEWS OF THE ARMY

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

FOR THE LATEAST

DIAMOND |
B,,;&mi;:;;n:;f;?‘;;;am Il SERVICES
or refirement home "._ g’

MEDAL MOUNTING

in {l_le sun Miniature medals supplied

and mounted from £10.00 + psp

Full size medals mounted
from £3.50 each + pep
ALL MEDALS MOUNTED
PROFESSIONALLY NOT GLUED

TEL: 07786073060
7 NICHOLLS WALK, WINDSOR SL4 4YA

Call 01625 613 681

Marlborough Court, Pickford St,
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK116]D
e.mail:- properties@diamondsunresoris.com
agents for ATOL Holders

EPAULETTE SLIDES
(All ranks)
With/without sub-titles.
Most units available

Trade Badges,
Formation Patches,
Wings, D/Z Flashes.

SEND SAE FOR PRICE LIST TO:

INSIGNIA

PO BOX 12, NEWPORT, ISLE OF WIGHT PO30 4QL




CLASSIFIEDS
|___PENPALS ___

TO ADVERTISE
FORA PEN PAL

Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, SAE to:
Soidier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

Or visit Soldier Magazine online at:
www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

Email: hshekyls@soldiermagazine.co.uk
All pen pal adverts must be prepaid

Linda, 33-year-old, 5’9", slim build
with long brown hair and brown eyes.
Enjoys going to concerts, eating out or
in, pubs, clubs reading, watching TV
and the cinema. Seeking male pen pals,
27-38. P958

Max, 26-year-old, 6’3" soldier.
Enjoys rap and R & B music, cinema
and has a good sense of humour.
Seeking genuine pen pals 20-47,
females only. Po959

Marie, 25-year-old, 5’11", blonde,
single mother of two little girls. Enjoys
cinema, dancing, and outings with the
kids, holidays abroad and horses. P960

Karen, 5’4", blonde, medium build with
blue grey eyes. Single white female non-
smoker. Enjovs music, travel, walking her
dogs, photography, eating out, making
new friends, pubs and clubs. Great sense
of humour, bubbly personality, so please
write, it would make her lonely letterbox
happy. Po6l

Sherill, 40-year-old, 5’3", slim build
with blonde hair. Enjoys socializing,
evenings in with friends, music and
football with her son. Seeking tall, slim
and funny pen pals who enjoy writing
and receiving letters 35-45. P962

Susan, 46-year-old, 5’2", shm with
auburn hair and blue eyes. Enjoys
dancing, music, clubs, and eating out.
Seeking pen pal with GSOH, 42-52

P963

Judith, Christian lady 5°6", slim,
attractive blonde with blue eyes. Enjoys
country walks, reading, music, singing,
church activities and cycling. Seeking
pen pals, late 40-50. Po64

Tracey, 34-year-old, 3’4", slim,
attractive, intelligent, bubbly blonde with
two children. Enjoys music, films, reading,
days out, cycling and swimming. Seeking
pen pals, 30-37. P965

Mel, 27-year-old, petite with light
brown hair and hazel eyes. Enjoys
socialising and keeping fit. Seeking
outgoing and friendly personality pen
pals, any age. Po66

Jayne, 35-year-old, auburn hair and
blue eyes. Enjoys alternative therapies,
animals, countryside, pubs, clubs and
eating out. Student, fun personality and
good sense of humour, Seeking pen
pals, 25-37. P67

Julie, 36-year-old, 5’5" fair skin with
blonde hair and blue eves. Enjoys
cooking, sports, travel and being me
with no airs and graces. Seeking honest,
sensible down-to-earth pen pals who
enjov a good laugh, 36-39. Po68

Liz, 40 year-old, 53" with blonde hair,
Enjoys watching football, travel, old pubs,
countryside, walking, reading, most music
and car boot sales. Seeking genuine
replies only, 40-55. P969

60

Suzie, 43-year-old, 5’1", brunette,
single mum with two children. Enjoys
football (armchair), socialising, interior
design, cooking, cinema and eating out.
Seeking pen pals for friendship initially,
any age. P970

David, 42-year-old, slim, 5'10" with
dark hair. Successful single business
man with a quality lifestyle. Enjoys
holidays, pop music, DIY, gardening
and dining out. Seeking kind and
considerate lady pen pals, under 40.

P971

Debbie, 39-year-old, 5° medium
build with short light brown hair and
blue eves. Non-smoker, GSOH who
likes living life to the full. Enjoys music,
dancing, walking, people, writing and
travelling. Seeking pen pals, 40-45.

P972

Nicola and friends, enjoy pubs, clubs,
cinema, football and Formula 1 racing.
Seeking male pen pals with similar
interests, 20-35, P973

Yvonne, 32-year-old, 5'l1", with
light brown hair and hazel green eyes.
Single with GSOH. Enjoys cinema,

reading, gardening, crafts, quiet
country pubs and loves pets/animals.
Seeking single, honest, caring and

genuine pen pals with similar interests,
31-38 serving worldwide, photo please.
P974

Annie, 40-year-old, Irish lady, tall,
blonde beauty therapist with green eyes.
Enjoys travel, theatre, swimming and the
cinema. Seeking pen pals, 38-48.

P975

Kathy and friends, enjoy keeping fit,

art, history, reading, fashion and
writing. Seeking pen pals, 24-35.
P976

PEN PAL
REPLIES:

To reply to a pen pal, write a letter and

send it to address below:

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

* The box number must be clearly written in the
top left corner of all your replies.

* Replies should consist only of letter and
photograph if requested.

* Replies received more than three months after
the cover date, large, heavy or poorly

addressed envelopes will not be forwarded.
Website: www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

Email: hshekyls@soldiermagazine.co.uk

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

BOOKS

Keep in step, with A SOLDIER’S
POCKET* BOOK. Great value for
money. A ‘must have’ for your kit. Price
£7.50. See www.milpkbk.co.uk or email:
sales@milpkbk.co.uk. Tel/fax 01964

542878. Military Pocket Books, PO
Box 28, Beverley HU17 5LA

12/01

The Collector’s Bible.
“These are all you need”

Volume One: (1800-1920) £65.

Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45.

Post free

H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,

Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.
Tel: 01252 716303

FREE MILITARY catalogues/books
wanted. Will collect. Marine & Cannon
Books, Sandowne, Tiverton Heath,
Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9HN. Tel:
01829 732524. 03/05407/09/11 - 01

USINESS OPP

“Looking for a new,
exciting career?”

VISIT:
OR EMAIL:

“Full one-to-one
training given”

The List — The Tri-Service (including
Reserve Forces) all rank, international
job search and business directory.
www.thelistuk.com for FREE
registration, hot jobs, vacancies and the
Job Generator. Tel: 01483-200863.

05/02

GOT A COMPUTER? Earn £150-
£500 per week P/T or much more F/T.
Visit www.hbin.com. Quote Code:
CC3323. o1/02

PIT or full time become a private
investigator,  bailiff and Civil
Enforcement Agent via our home study
course. Telephone: 08700 410 756 for a
free information pack 02/02

EARN AN EXTRA INCOME -
without risking your present job. Home
/ Abroad. Visit www.hbitl.net/5795 o402

Think you’re a4 good driver? Would
you like to become a driving instructor?
We can offer you a flexible-driving
programme. Secure your future. Call
Millers ADI Training Centre: 01243-
783540. 1101

ENTREPRENEURS - would £5,000

+ a month change your lifestyle? Call
020 7644 3453. 01/02

FOR E

MARCHING COMPASSES

We have discovered a hox of g
uine Brass Mk3 marching comp.

All are dated 1941-1944. In oric
black (used) paint £99.00 or beauti-
fully po ed £109.00.
Securicor delivery. Cheque or credit

card de
Maritime Books, Lodge Mill, Liskeard PL14 4EL

Telephone: O 1 5 79 343663

Low volume - low price — your
Design. Keyrings, magnets, drink
Coasters, etc. Hand-made wall
clocks. Website/email: www.xarim.co.uk
Tel: 01843 851956. 11/01

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury Dept. 10, PO Box 312, Dover
CT16 3QP. 1201

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £4 for Edition 8, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 35+ SAS). Cheques
payable toG Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. Visit
www.militaryfinearts.com 12/01

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES

MINI BUSES/VANS
Any condition
Cash buyer
Tel: 020 8 534 4016

(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

Army Cap Badges and military
cigarette cards. Send SAE plus 80p
for lists. Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm
Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HU11 4RQ. 12001

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382. Website www.peterhicks.com
and email: sales(@peterhicks.com 1201

Free 2001 catalogue for those in the
Forces. Dragon supplies offers
essential military kit at superb prices!
Telephone: 01473 822495, 04/01

Squaddie Gnomes, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts, SP4 8DL, 01980-
655099, Phone for order form or visit:
www.cannonmilitaria.co.uk. 05/01

e e e e e v e vk e ks e e sk e ke ke e ke e ke ok e e

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7TAF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£11.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £19.00. Website address:
www.militarymarketing.co.uk  Email:
mmisales@military 12/01
e e e e e e e e e e e e vk e e sk e e sk ol e el i ek e e

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES.
3 x Ist stamps for list- Many scarce.
Anthony Webb, 84, Merritt Road,
Greatstone, New Romney, Kent
TN288SZ 1201

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
Badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00 For
list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle Vue
Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. Website
address www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

12/01

Good quality jumpers in regimental
colours and other military gifts, For
further information please call 020 7924
5007 or email: infl@smartturnout.co.uk
or www.smartturnout.co.uk 02002

Black and brown brogues, loafers,
cavalry boots and chukka boots in
leather and suede. For further
information please call 020 7924 5007
or email: inf@@smartturnout.co.uk or
www.smartturnout.co.uk 02/02

To advertise in Soldier’s
Web Watch guide

(Page 44-45) contact:
ar 1SINQ@ S rmagazir

or telephone 01252 34735
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Quality makers of pipe band &
uniform accessories hand-
embroidered badges Irish & Scottish
family crest pipe banners, sashes,
regimental banners & standards in bullion
wire at rock bottom prices. ISO 9002
certified. Topflyz Industries 21/414 Majid
Pura, Sialkot 51310/Pakistan. Tel: +92
432 580013 Fax: +92 432 588547 email:
topflyz(@skt.comsats.net.pk 0102

Collector cap, shoulder, metal
badges, 200-all different $75.00 (air
postage $20.00 extra). Hand -
embroidered badges, complete pipe
band equipment. Contact: GEOFFREY
ENTERPRISES, Railway Road,
SIALKOT, (PAKISTAN). Email:
info(@geoffrey.com.pk 10/01 & 01/02

Large former Type 2 OMQ on
Lincolnshire coast, three reception,
four bedrooms, two bathrooms, PLUS
self-contained annexe flat. i
negotiable. 01472-388564. 12/01

Royal Irish officer’s mess dress. To
fit approx: 5’9" male 40" — 42", chest
34" — 36" waist. Very good condition.
Current badge of major (changeable)
£175-00. Size 8 George boots at little
cost if required. Contact: 01365
327633 or mobile: 07803 830185
anytime. 11/01

RLC SGTS mess kit 38"-40" , chest
29", leg shirt and boots size 8 £350-00.
Tel: 01252 333965 11/01

CALLING ALL SERGEANTS!!
Vehicle registration plate no. A15 AR]
(resembles Al SAR]) for sale. Contact
Tony on 0121 685 3662. 11/01

Linkline is a British Registered
Charity committed to bringing
people together as pen-friends.
Get to know a companion or partner,
like yourself, as penfriends. Just
exchange letters until you feel com-
fortable with your new friend.

DETAILS: SAE, LINKLINE(S),
BOX 7358, LONDON N1-5QF

Post Box Pals pen pal service. For
more information send a SAE to Post
Box Pals PO Box 8469 Birmingham
B33 9BW UK. 19/01

SOLUTIONS FOR DIFFICULT
CIRCUMSTANCES Solutions for
difficult circumstances is an intensive
5-day (40hrs) one-to-one armed and
unarmed combat course and is not for
the faint-hearted. It will suit
cpo/bodyguards, covert operatives and
military personnel. For details send
SAE to S.E.D.C., PO Box 83, Prescot
[.35 3XY www.Solutions-FDC.com

11/02

\FOR THE SERVICE COMMUN?

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT: TEL: 01252 347352 or EMAIL: advertising@soldiermagazine.c

HOLIDAYS

FLORIDA, Kissimmee, Orlando,
three-bedroom, two bathroom, villa
with own private heated pool. Sleeps
up to eight, 15 mins Disney. From
£325 per week. Call 01440 707176

0601

CYPRUS: Limassol Bungalow -
Larnaca Flat. Sleeps four, near
beach/town, from £125.00 per week.
Tel: 020 8505 6855 e-mail:
dmc28peel@tiscali.co.uk 07/02

Gulf coast Florida (Bradenton
Sarasota) condo for rent. Sleeps 4
pool, tennis court and golf 2 min. from
mall. £175 per week. Tel. 01292
265005. 101

Costa Blanca winter sun and golf.
Fully equipped, two bedroomed
properties. Walking distance to beach,
five minutes drive from three
championship golf courses. From £150
per week. Tel: 01527 450483.

CYPRUS, PAPHOS/MPOLIS. Beautful
villas/cortages. 1-5 bedrooms. Own
heated pools. Reductions; two sharing.
Phone: 020 8440 6219, Email
irene(@cyprusmoon.freeserve.co.uk 1101

On March 1 2002. The 3rd (County
Down and County Armagh) Battalion
and the 8th (County Armagh and
County Tyrone) Battalion of the
Royal Irish Regiment will disband to
form the 3rd Battalion, The Royal
Irish Regiment on March 2 2002.

Anyone who has presented items to
either the 3rd or 8th Battalion or associat-
ed Messes, and would like those items
returned, should contact the Battalions
on the telephone numbers stated below
within 28 days of this notice.

CHY-1161D
Charity Commission
Reference: SUH/167727/CD(T)
The Royal Fusiliers Museum Trust. The
charity commission has made a scheme to
amend the trusts of this charity.

A copy Can be seen for the next month
at : City of London Headquarters The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, H.M.
Tower of London, London.

Or can be obtained by sending a stamped

£££  ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS £££

September 01 2001

1st (359 runs, £5,000): LCpl MD
Dunn, 2 RRF, North Luffenham

2nd (349 runs, £2,500): Cpl JSM
Ritchie, 249 Signal Sgn AMF L, Bul-
ford

3rd (342 runs, £2,000): Cpl RA Haves,
HQ NI

4th= (340 runs, £1,133.33): LCpl A
Lungley, 2 LI, Bulford

4th= (340 runs, £1,133.33): Cpl AP
Morris, 1 PWO, Chester

4th= (340 runs, £1,133.33): Sgt JW
Ottaway, NI CSS Regt, Belfast

7th (338 runs, £600): Cpl RM Jones, 2
RRF, North Luffenham

8th (334 runs, £400): LCplI T Fairbairn,
3 (UK) Div Sig Regt, Bulford

9th= (332 runs, £250): Maj DF Capps,
DGES (A) ES 22, Andover

9th= (332 runs, £250): WO2 CS
Hallas, 7 Fit AAC, Brunei

September 08 2001

1st (404 runs, £5,000): LCpl SP Percy,
LD, Swanton Morley

2nd (398 runs, £2,500): Pte WH
Gaston, 8 R Irish, Armagh

3rd (382 runs, £2,000): LCpl LM
Beeby, 13 Air Asslt Sp Regt, Colch-
ester

4th (381 runs, £1,500): Cpl H Doolan,
9 R Irish, Antrim

5th (380 runs, £1,100): WO2 MP
Varley, HQBF Cyprus, Episkopi

6th (376 runs, £800). Sgt SW Man-
crief, QDG, Catterick

7th (375 runs, £600): Pte PJ Klein, 9
Sup Regt RLC, Chippenham

8th (371 runs, £400): Cpl JR David-
son, 24 Trg Sp Sgn RE, Chatham
9th= (370 runs, £250): Bdr M Hurst,
ATR Pirbright

Sth= (370 runs, £250): SSgt S Pen-
nington, School of Logistics, Deepcut

September 15 2001

1st (632 runs, £5,000): Cpl MD Hamil-
ton, Lowland Band, Edinburgh

2nd (622 runs, £2,500): Cpl R Adair, 3
RSME Regt, Camberley

3rd (614 runs, £2,000): Sgt KM Win-
field, HQ 42 (NW) Bde, Preston

4th (604 runs, £1,500): Cpl RJ Corn-
hill, 1 PWRR, Tidworth

5th (592 runs, £1,100): Hidr SA Taylor,
1 Hidrs, Edinburgh

4th (590 runs, £800): Sig SDJ Hay-
ward, 11 Signal Regt, Blandford

7th (584 runs, £600): Capt CM Coles,
1 RWF, Tern Hill

8th= (582 runs, £350): Cpl SC Mellor,
HQ Brunei Garrison

8th= (582 runs, £350): Lt Col IDR |
Pickard, 52 Lowland

10th(579 runs, £200): LOpISJBDﬂIh.
1 (UK) ADSR, Herford

THE BEAUTIFUL GAME

With effect from September 22 the
Lottery returned to planet football.
Results are now based on football
results in accord.nnea with the
rules.

September 22 2001

9-way tie for First Prize (26 goals,
£1,600 each):

Sgt SD Barker, 1 Ml Bn, Rheindahlen;
SSgt CH Callender, AFCO liford;
WO2 R Charters, Red Devils FFT,
Netheravon; SSgt GR Egglestone, 3
RHA, Hohne; Lt RS Evetts, HCR,
Windsor; WO1 EA Larrard, SSO
Gutersloh; LCpl L McLellan, 15 CS
Coy REME, Catterick; Cpl JE McTurk,
7 Armd Bde Sig Sqn, Hohne; LCpl
Thomson, LD, Swanton

Note: Only 9 prizes this week. Rule 9
applies.

September 29 2001

2-way tie for 1st place (25 goals
£3,750.00 each): Sgt VF Carnell, 38
Engr Regt, Ripon; LCpl BA Seal, 32
Regt RA, Larkhill.

10-way tie for 3rd Place (24 goals
£575.00 each): Cpl NC Ashton NI
CSS Regt, Belfast; SSgt RJ

ASPT, Aldershot; LBdr SR Dlnmng 4
Regt RA, Osnabruck; Capt MA Essex,
151 Sp Regt RLC (V), CRO 2EW;
LCpl J Geen, 1 WG, Aldershot; Capt
AC llidge, 16 CS Med Regt, Colch-
ester; Sgt T Irving, 1 RGJ, Preston;
Pte MJ Mahoney, Army Foundation
Coll, Harrogate; LCpl KJ Oleary, 11
Signal Regt, Blandford; Sgt NP Rut-
terford, 3 CS Regt RLC, Abingdon; Lt
Col CBW Stock, BDS Washington;
Sgt RA Turner, 1 RTR.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Owing to non-participation of Pre-
miership clubs on October 06 2001
the following second and third divi-
sion clubs took their places on the
lines shown:

30 Blackpool, 31 Carlisle, 34 Chel-
tenham, 35 Darlington, 3 Exeter, 4
Halifax, 6 Hartlepool, 7 Hull, 8 Kid-
deminster, 10Lincoln, 11 Maccles-
field, 12 Mansfield, 13 Plymouth, 15
Rochdale, 16 Rushden & D, 17 Scun-
thorpe, 22 Shrewsbury, 23 Southend,
24 Torquay, 27 York

addressed envelope to The Charity Com-
mission, Woodfield House, Tangier
Taunton, Somerset, TA1 4BL, quoting the
above reference.

Freefd// A ()E”Eﬂﬁ/{?’é’ )

Horida

FREEFALL ADVENTURES, FLORIDA are happy to offer’
skydiving courses for beginner to advanced
students in beautiful Lake Wales, Florida: Our
skydiving school is British owned and cperated.
Located on the east coast of Florida, this tropical
paradise is a great place for your skydiving vacation.
Come join us for some extreme fun in the sun.
mmu:mmnmom

FREEFALL ADVENTURES, FLORIDA
mwmmmmmm

- FAX: |
Ernal:lkydiveﬂikﬁ’aol.oom WWW. ﬂadvenhm.oom

Light Infantry WO2 black plastic
belt for No2 dress, Cash waiting.
Must be in good condition. Tel: 07779
T00888. 11/01

DEATH NOTICE

On Saturday September 8, 2001,
GUDRUN BRISBANE BEM. (Gudi
to her friends), passed away. All those
who knew and loved her will have their
treasured memories, as I have, her dear
friend and companion Maureen
Unwin, Hiddingserweg 86, 59494
Soest, Germany. Rest in peace Gudi. I
love you. 11701

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier
Magazine cannot accept
responsibility for the accu-
racy of any advertisement
or for any losses suffered
as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to
make their own enquiries
and seek appropriate com-
mercial, legal and financial
advice before sending any
money or entering into any
legally binding agreement.

IF YOU HAVE A CREDIT CARD AND ACCESS TO THE INTERNET
THEN YOU CAN SUBMIT YOUR ADVERT ONLINE AT:

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
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8 Regiment RCT/RLC: Reunion Nov 17.Con-
tact J Aspinall at jimmyasp@hotmail.com

1 Platoon (Windsor), Royal County of Berk-
shire ACF: Reunion for all ex-staff and
cadets, Nov 28. Details: SMI Harris on 01753
863430, e-mail bdharris@blueyonder.co.uk
2002

35 Battery RA Foundation Day: 237th
anniversary on Feb 22-23 at Rapier Barracks,
Kirton-in-Lindsey. Details from WO2 (BSM)
Lavis on 01904 668469.

National Service Veterans Alliance:
Reunion at Britannia Hotel, Coventry, Mar 16-
17 (new dates). Contact Ken Wakeman on
020 8850 2246.

4 Coy, 3 Bn Coldstream Guards (1950-55):
11th reunion dinner, Derby, Apr 13. Contact
Harry Westgarth, 49 Rokeby Park, Hull HU4
7QE, e-mail harry@westgarth.karoo.co.uk
or ring 01482 503649.

AMS rugby dinner: May 24 at Aldershot.
Details from Maj Shaun Knott, Browning Bar-
racks, Aldershot or 01252 349534 (mil 94222
4534) or e-mail oldboyknott5603 @aol.com

Mess presentation: The Corporals’ Mess, 1
Battalion REME, wants to hear from ex-mem-
bers, including RLC and AGC personnel, who
did not receive a presentation from the mess.
Whether you were a fully paid-up member of
the presentation fund or not, you may be enti-
tled to a presentation. Contact Cpl Brian
Keogan, HQ Coy, 1 Bn REME, BFPO 36 or
phone Osnabruck mil (94866) 3896. Claims
must be made by January 31.

Hampshire at war: Patricia Ross is to extend
her oral history of Hayling Island during the
Second World War to include all of the county
of Hampshire.

Individuals, regimental associations and
museums or archive sources who have tales
to tell can contact Patricia Ross c/o Hayling
Island Library, ElIm Grove, Hayling Island,
Hants PO11 9EE or e-mail her direct at
pat.ross @kingsengland.com

Colourful tale: Copies of The Story of
Colours in the Royal Marines, produced by
the Royal Marines Historical Society, are avail-
able from the Souvenir Shop, Royal Marines
Museum, Eastney, Southsea, Hants PO4 9PX
(price £7, or £8 inc p&p.

The 128-page special publication (No 23
from the society) was brought out to coincide
with the recent award of new Colours to 40, 42
and 45 Commandos at Plymouth.

Cadets
remember

Army Cadet Force
members from
Bedfordshire laid a
wreath at the

Menin Gate during

a visit to the First
World War

memorial and
cemeteries. More
than 100 smartly
turned-out cadets
took part in the

Last Post

ceremony at the
Gate and toured
trenches and tunnels
used during the fierce fighting on the
Somme. One cadet discovered the
headstone of a relative at a
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission cemetery in the area.

Old sweeth

PAMELA M Caunt
has produced a
third booklet in her
Military Sweet-
heart Jewellery
series. The 48-page
guide for collectors
features 25 colour and T
six monochrome plates and is avail-
able from the author at 69 Mildmay
Park, London N1 4NB (phone/fax
020 7226 5221), price £6.95 plus
£1.50 pé&p. It includes “sweetheart”
jewellery of the Royal Scots Greys,
Gurkhas, Artists’ Rifles, pictured,
Black Watch, Royal Signals, London
Regiment and RAMC.

Granite plinth
Sachsenhausen victims
1 LR T

records

nd

Mines of Vimy

STUDENTS of First World War front
lines may be interested in a new
video on the fighting tunnels of Vimy
Ridge. One of Our Mines is Miss-
ing! is a 73-minute story of the
search for a mine laid 85 years ago.
Many are known to have lain dor-
mant since the battle, which raged
between 1916 and 1917.

It is available from Fougasse Films
Ltd, 7 Essex Close, Eastcote, Middx
HA4 9PX or 020 8429 8061 or
andyprada@fougassefilms.co.uk
(price £12.99 plus £1 p&p).

Remembered: The British Ambassador to Germany,
Sir Paul Lever, joined members of the Royal British
Legion to unveil a memorial on the site of Sachsen-
hausen concentration camp near Berlin.The granite
stone plinth, for which £4,000 was raised in the UK
and Berlin, is inscribed with the names of 20 mem-
bers of the British and Commonwealth forces
known to have been interned in the camp.

Most were members of the Special Operations
Executive and Special
involved in two operations in Norway — Musketoon
(Sept 1942) and Checkmate (April 1943). They were
executed at Sachsenhausen or nearby.

Relatives of some of those who died were present
at the dedication ceremony.

Services . Commando

APPOINTMENTS

Brigadiers: A P Deed to be ACOS JHQ SE
Izmir, Turkey, Aug 31; J C Campbell to be Dir
Studies, RMCS Shrivenham, Sep 3;

Colonels: P Gosling to be Dep Comd BRIT-
FOR Kosovo, Aug 27; G A Nield to be Ass Dir
Capability Strategy DEP, Aug 28; D S Robert-
son to be Ass Dir Defence Catering Gp 2, Sep
1; T C S Bonas to Nato Defence College, Aug
29; P V Budd to be Comdt Army School of
Catering, Aug 31.

G S Brown to be Comd Equipment Support
HQ 2 Div, Oct 1; P A Gray to be Comd REME
TA, Oct 8; P B Williams to be COS UN Congo,
Sep 29; C R F Rider to be Planning Officer

OCE UN Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), Sep 4.

Lieutenant Colonels: R A Attard RLC to
DCTA, Sep 24; Bijaykumar Rawat RGR to
UNAMSIL, Feb 25; R H Boddington WG to
HQ London District, Dec 3; AL S Boswell, A
and SH to JTFHQ SL, Oct 4; W H Buckley, R
Irish to PJHQ, Jan 7; D N Challes RA to
RMCS, Sep 12; P G Cox RLC to DA Albania,
Sep 29.

E R Duncan, Int Corps to UNAMSIL, Oct
22, J L Fletcher, R Signals to HQ ARRC, Apr
11; N W Gill, R Signals to D/Bowman, Aug 28;
W J Hemminsley RE to Italian HRF HQ, Oct
29; R E L Hodges, Kings to HQ ITG, Jan 7.

P D T Hollins, Para to HQ 2 Div, Jan 20; S P
Hunt, R Signals to JACIG, Aug 20; A J Loudon,
R Irish to HQ KFOR, Sep 20; S K Macrostie R
Signals to MONUC, Dec 17; M D W Mangham
RGJ to HQ SFOR, Sep 5; A R B Oatts AAC to
APC, Nov 7; JEPassmore RE to
BMM Kuwait, Jan 5; P T Roberts GH to
LWTC, Sep 17; M G Scott PWRR to HQ Land,
Sep 3; A J S Storrie, D and D to MONUC, Oct
15; C J L Terrington, Int Corps to BLO USA,
Sep 14; | Thompson AGC(SPS) to RMCS,
Nov 13; C L Tickell RE to HQ Land, Aug 6; S J
Turpin, R Signals to SANGCOM, Apr 27; P A
Warden RLC to DPA, Dec 3; G H Wheeler
RWF to HQ NI, Sep 17.
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UPDATE EXTRA

Did you take part in the campaign to liber-
ate the Falkland Islands? Tell Soldier in no
more than 150 words your most vivid memory
for inclusion in a special feature to mark the
20th anniversary of the war next April. Remem-
ber to tell us which unit you were serving with.
Let us have your words, a photograph and full
details of yourself, by January 31.

David Nolan, the grandson of Leonard Nolan
(Royal Fusilier, First World War) is asked to
contact msimon@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Avon ACF 1980 onwards: Reunion planned
for ex-cadets and instructors from all compa-
nies. Details from Jodi Foster née Davenport
07870 932805.

Ex-pupils Morcott Hall School are asked to
contact Sally-Anne Johnson, who co-ordinates
the bi-annual reunion at pjsaj@aol.com

Janine Hopewell (née Maillardet), ex-pupil
Morcott Hall and former Royal Military Police
1988-92, wishes to hear from old friends and
colleagues. Tel her at 01908 379698 or e-mail
daz_n_j9@Ilineone.net

AMF(L) Troop RE (1970s and 80s). Long-
moor, Tidworth/Perham Down . First reunion a
success, still seeking more members. Details
from Tony Goodall, tel 07623 140777 or
tony goodall@talk21.com

Gary Howard is seeking Matthew Clarke,
attached 2 Fd Regt RA, Munster 1980s, |ast
known location Kirton in Lindsey 1988. E-mail
garyhoward @gibynex.gi

Lyla Howard (née Stevens), ex-St James
School, Ashton-under-Lyne, wishes to contact
Sgt Keith Taylor, ex-5 Heavy Regt RA, 1988.
Or e-mail garyhoward @gibnynex.gi

Copy of video Sarajevo — The Year of Living
Dangerously, circa 1993-94, sought. Contact
Mick McDermid at mmcdem@aol.com

Ex-5 Inf Wksp REME, 5 Fd Wksp REME and
5 Armd Wksp REME: 3 Bn REME(G), 5 GS
Coy are compiling an archive of information
and memorabilia from above units. If you can
help by donating originals or copies contact
SSgt Haig, 3 Bn REME (G), BFPO 22 or 0049
5251 101805 Paderborn Mil 3805.

Families and descendants of soldiers of the
Royal Engineers (Transportation) who |ost
their lives during the Second World War are
sought by The Stanier 8F Locomotion Society,
which is compiling names for a book of

-Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569
Army Welfare Service 01722 436565
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
British Limbless Ex-Service Men’s
Association 020 8590 1124
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880

Germany 0800 1827 395

Cyprus 08091065
Bosnia 0800 731 4880
Others UK 1980 630854

Operations worldwide Paradigm Homelink
Access Number *2999 @ thePINprompt

East Midlands Territorials
have launched a search for
the gunners who beat
Rommel at Tobruk. Those
pictured, left, were serving
with the Royal Horse
Artillery during the siege in
1941. If you are among them,
or know of any others, ring
0115 927 2251 or write to
Capt Bob Privett, South Notts
Hussars, TA Centre, Hucknall
Lane, Bulwell NG6 8AQ.

On November 8, Notting-
ham will be honouring the
men who garrisoned the
Libyan port during the six-
month siege 60 years ago.
They defied the Luftwaffe and
three tank divisions of the
Afrika Korps.

remembrance and planning a Service of Ded-
ication. Go to www.8fsociety.co.uk or write to
Col D W Roland Dorrator, Waterloo Road,
Caythorpe, Grantham, Lincs NG32 3DX.

Adam Church, ex-Shoreham ACF, now in
BFG, is asked to contact former cadet K Had-
drell on kazzmaniandevil@hotmail.com

Parachute Regimental Association (East
Anglian Branch) for all serving and ex-mem-
bers of the regiment. Contact P Wilson, 15
Beaconsfield Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex
CO15 6BN or telephone 01255 435843.

Researcher into all aspects of British Army'

training, particularly in Belize, Cyprus and
Kenya, would like to hear from gunners or
range conducting officers. Fax 0870 138 3197
or e-mail davidmtaylorz@ hotmail.com

Escapees from German prison camp No 78,
Fonte d’Amore, Sulmona, in the Abruzzia
region of Central Italy, Sept-Nov 1943, who
were helped by an Italian sheep farmer,

Micele Del Greco, pic-
tured, are asked to contact
his daughter, Raffaella Del
Greco. She is preparing a
book about her father, who
was shot by the Germans
after a summary trial
in December 1943, and
would be grateful for pho-
tographs or information
from soldiers he helped.
Write to Signora Raffaella
Del Greco, Via Roberto
Allessandri 24, 00151 Roma, Italy (tel 0039
58200058, but be advised that Signora Del
Greco speaks no English). 1

Service to recall Birkenhead heroes

A SERVICE of remembrance to mark the loss
of the Birkenhead 150 years ago is to be held
on February 24 in the chapel of the Royal Hos-
pital, Chelsea, and the organisers want to con-
tact descendants of the men on board.

The Birkenhead, lost off Cape Town in Feb-
ruary 1852, has a place in history as one of the
finest examples of British military discipline
and courage. Troops, many of them raw
recruits, ordered to allow women and children
to board the few lifeboats first, stood to atten-
tion as the troopship foundered beneath them.

Ten regiments were represented among the
drafts of young soldiers on board the Birken-
head: 12th (Prince of Wales’s Royal) Lancers,

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 01372 841617
Family Escort Service 020 7463 9249

Gulf Families Association 0121 711 3028
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
Joint Service Housing Advice Office 01722
436575

National Gulf Veterans and Families
Association (0900-1700) 01482 833812; 24-
hour helpline 01482 808730

Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011

RBL's Legionline 0845 7725 725

RBL Industries 01622 717202/ 718484

St Dunstan’s Home for blind ex-Servicemen

2nd (Queen's Royal) Regiment of Foot, 6th
(Royal 1st Warwickshire) Regiment of Foot,
12th (East Suffolk) Regiment, 43rd (Mon-
mouthshire) Light Infantry, 60th King's Royal
Rifle Corps, 45th (Nottinghamshire) Regiment
of Foot, 73rd Highland Regiment of Foot, 74th
Highland Regiment of Foot and 91st (Argyll-
shire) Regiment of Foot.

Successor units will be represented at the
Chelsea service, as will the Royal Navy and
Royal Marines, which suffered heavy losses.

Relatives of the 436 men who perished and
the 207 who survived are asked to contact
RHQ The Black Watch, Balhousie Castle, Hay
Street, Perth, PH1 5HR, tel 0131 310 8530.

and women 020 7723 5021

Samaritans 08457 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980
618244

Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783
SSAFA Forces Help Housing Advisory
Service 01722 436400

Veterans’ Advice Unit 08456 020302
Victim Support Western Europe (SSAFA
Forces Help) in Germany 02161 47 2272,
from outside Germany 0049 2161 47 2272
War Pensions Agency 0800 169 2277 (from
UK); 0044 1253 866043 (from overseas)
WRVS 01235 442940
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NOVEMBER
2: Suez, an evening lecture by
Maj Gen M J H Walsh, Airborne
Forces Museum, Aldershot.

10: Royal British Legion Festival of
Remembrance, Royal Albert Hall.
11: Remembrance Day service
and parade at the Cenotaph.
17-18: Army Arts Society
exhibition, Medieval Hall in the
Close, Salisbury, 1000-1600.
Free entry.

25: British Model Soldier Society,
Bugle Call 2001, The Pavilion,
\North Parade Road, Bath.

+# Officers and soldiers serving in
Heidelberg's small military commu-
nity at Joint Headquarters Centre,
HQ Allied Command Europe
Mobile Force (Land), 24 Liaison
Headquarters and UK Support
Unit (Heidelberg) banded together
to raise the money for four TV-
videos which have been presented
to a local children’s hospital.

< West Yorkshire Branch of the
Royal Military Police Association
has been given a £2,500 Lottery
grant to help it replace its ageing IT
facilities and stimulate recruiting.
Contact the branch through secre-
tary David Bentley on 01274
678802 or dc.bentley @virgin.net

< About 200 ex-soldiers and fami-
lies were joined by civic leaders to
mark the 50th anniversary of the
1st Battalion, The Manchester
Regiment’s departure on the troop-
ship Halladale to Malaya. A service
in the regimental chapel in Man-
chester Cathedral last month
marked the return of the battalion
and remembered the 14 men killed
in action fighting communist terror-
ists deep in the Malayan jungle.

A special exhibition on the
Malayan emergency of 1951-54 is
open in the Museum of The Man-
chester Regiment in Ashton-under-
Lyne until the end of the year.

+ Lt Gen Cedric Delves, the
Deputy C-in-C Land Command,
went back for second helpings
when he was offered a choice of
roast beef, lamb curry and stuffed
chicken during a visit to TA chefs
completing their field training with
Catering Support Regiment. The
chefs had to produce a menu for 25.

< Nato Deputy Commander Lt Gen
Sir Jeremy MacKenzie inspected
22 Scottish veterans who provided
a guard of honour for the opening of
a museum at Overloon in Holland
dedicated to the part played by
Scottish regiments in the liberation
of the Netherlands during the
Second World War. The display,
created at the prompting of the Lib-
erating Scots Trust, is within the
Dutch National War and Resistance
Museum at Overloon.

Medal man Taff strikes again

FORMER sapper George “Taff" medal that ex-Servicemen

Harris, the man who commis- and women will be proud
sioned a commemorative to own.” he said.
“Jordan Service Medal” “SSAFA Forces Help is
because he was so incensed proud to say it will benefit
that veterans of the 1958 cam- financially from the sale of
paign had not been given recog-  these medals, thanks to
nition for a major operational Mr Harris's continuing
success, has done it again. generosity and support for
Unhappy that old soldiers the association.
were being left out of plans to “Over the past years he
mark the Queen’s Golden has raised a staggeringly
Jubilee, he asked Bigbury Mint, large sum of money for us
the people who produced his and our gratitude to him
Jordan medal, to come up witha  and his wife is immense.”
design for a commemorative Mr Harris told Soldier
Queen Elizabeth Il Golden from his Haverfordwest
Jubilee Military Medal. The home: “This medal is for
result was submitted to the Lord veterans as well as
Chamberlain’s Office at Buck- anyone serving in Febru-
ingham Palace and approved. ary next year without five
As with his previous medal, years’ service behind
sales of the new jubilee medal them.” He said one
(the one pictured right was brigade association had Independent Parachute Brigade
among the first to be struck in requested more than 500 order based in Cyprus flew to Jordan
July) will benefit SSAFA Forces forms. in the summer of 1958 to sup-
Help. Maj Gen Peter Sheppard, The Royal Coat of Arms port the late King Hussein
Controller of SSAFA, has appears on the reverse. against an uprising. In 1996 the
endorsed the production. Cost of the full-size medal, king approved Taff Harris's
“We have seen and approved with spare ribbon, is £30. A request that the veterans be
both the design of the medal range of ribbon, engraving, bars allowed to reproduce his image
and the ribbon and feel that the and miniatures is also available. on their own medal.
result is a tasteful and attractive ® About 2,000 troops from 16 www.bigburymint.com

Tribute of brother-in-arms

TERRITORIAL Army sapper Cpl lan Sword,
right, kneels beside the grave of the brother
he never knew. In Cyprus with the Military
Works Force (Volunteers) to support United
Nations units, he was given special permis-
sion to visit the cemetery in the divided
island's buffer zone.

Spr Mickey Sword was just 18 when he
was killed in an accident while serving on the
island with 57 Port Operations Squadron RE
in November 1959, eight months before lan
was born.

Although lan, who comes from Merseyside,
had been to Wayne's Keep Military Cemetery,
Nicosia, on a family holiday, he found the
opportunity to pay his respects in the uniform
of the Royal Engineers particularly poignant.

The cemetery, which lies within the UN-con-

trolled Green Line separating Greeks and Turks, is lan was offered refreshments and the chance to
well maintained. In a nearby visitors' room manned sign a book. lan is a member of the Territorial
by Dutch soldiers serving with the UN in Cyprus, Army’s 504 Specialist Team RE.

Timely gratitude

SGT Robin Garrard, left, of 7 Air
Assault Battalion REME was.so
grateful to the staff at the Defence
Services Rehabilitation Centre 4t
Headley Court, near Epsom in
Surrey, that he made them a clock
from the tail rotor hub and blades
of a Gazelle helicopter. It is
engraved with the REME badge.
Headley Court restored Sgt
Garrard to full fitness following a
career-threatening injury.
® Gen Sir Peter de la Billiére
was the guest of honour at the
opening of Headley Court's refur-
bished Waterloo Gymnasium,
damaged in a fire six years ago.
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It's yours: New
Zealander Dr Aaron
Fox, left, hands
back the Krupp gun
to Sir Jerry Wiggin

A Krupp gun captured by the War-
wickshire and Worcestershire Yeo-
manry 84 years ago in what was
probably the last classic cavalry

than never

Showing now: “Sherry's” doll and,
inset, the Cromwellian Dunbar Medal
Pictures: Steve Dock

charge has finally found its way into the
regimental museum in Warwick.

In November 1917, 120 yeomen charged
2,000 Turkish infantrymen and two battal-
ions of Austrian artillery dug in near the
village of Huj in the Sinai.

Their victory, won at great cost, opened
the way for Allenby’s Australian and New

the British, New Zealand and Belgium gov-
ernments, the Warwicks finally got their by
now fragile trophy in 1998.

After expert and enthusiastic restora-
tion of the 1-tonne 75mm-bore field gun at
the Royal School of Artillery at Larkhill
(Cpl (now Sgt) Gareth Crowe REME did the
heavy-metal work, Maj Kevin Lane RA the

Doll went
to Berlin

A SMALL pink celluloid doll is one of

Zealand units to advance on Jerusalem.
Two of the guns were awarded to the
British cavalry regiments as trophies of
war, but promptly “disappeared” to New
Zealand. A few years ago one was re-dis-
covered in a field by Dunedin-based mili-

tary historian Dr Aaron Fox, who bought it

and donated it to the Warwickshire Yeo-
manry Museum.

His attempts to ship it back to the UK
were bogged down in red tape and delay,
including an unscheduled stop-over in

Belgium, where the piece was inadvertent-

ly unloaded and impounded as a weapon
of war. Following negotiations between

Tributes to Stephen "

AS a lasting legacy to future battalions
based at Bessbrook in South Armagh,
the 1st Battalion, The Queen's Lan-
cashire Regiment added an internet café
to the library created in memory of LBdr
Stephen Restorick, the last soldier killed
by terrorist action in Northern Ireland.

And to replenish the shelves, the bat-
talion contacted publishers who donated
1,200 books. Pte Alan Randall, 1 QLR,
right, looks at a new addition to the
library in front of a picture of Stephen.

@® A memorial to Stephen and Cpl
Michael Boddy, R Anglian, who was
killed in Belfast on August 17, 1972, has
been dedicated at Bishop's Road Gar-
dens in their home town of Peterborough.
It consists of rocks from the Province
within a circle of bricks. Water bubbles

from the top rock.
Look out for: A Regimental History of 1st

The Queen’s Dragoon Guards on CD-Rom

by Archive Britain. Priced at £11.44, it is

available by calling 023 9275 6275 or visiting

www.archivebritain.com
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fussy stuff), the weapon has finally been
installed in a special First World War dis-
play in the basement of Warwick Court

House, home of the regimental museum.

On hand to receive the gun from Dr Fox

was Sir Jerry Wiggin, whose father was
wounded twice in the 1917 charge.

® The regiment’s modern successors
are A Squadron, The Royal Mercian and
Lancastrian Yeomanry based in the West
Midlands and 67 Signal Squadron
(QOWWY) based in Stratford-upon-Avon.

The latter wear a fern emblem to mark the

Warwickshire Yeomanry's long associa-
tion with the New Zealand Army.

Over there: A party of 30 sponsored by HQ
London District tramped across the Ameri-
can Civil War battlefields of Antietam — also
known as Sharpsburg — and Gettysburg to
draw on lessons still relevant to warfare.

Picture: Cpl Matt Woodhouse

the more unlikely exhibits on display
in the Guards Museum opposite St

James’s Park in the heart of London.

Thought to be booby-trapped, it
was picked up by the late Gdsm
“Sherry” Sharrard, Gren Gds, a Dun-
kirk survivor who “adopted” the doll
and hung it in his tank all the way to
Berlin. It was with him at Nuremberg,
where Sherry was a guard at the trials.

Look out also for what is believed to
be the first medal awarded for a spe-
cific action — the Battle of Dunbar on
September 3, 1650. The Coldstream
Guards are the only surviving una-
malgamated regiment to have earned
the Dunbar Medal, which bears the
head of Oliver Cromwell.

HIRSUTE DUKE

Among artifacts of Field Marshal
Arthur, Duke of Wellington, the 15th
Colonel of the First, or Grenadier,
Regiment of Foot Guards, is a locket
of his hair, pictured. Or is it?

Apparently his valet, who
was with him when he died,
sold so many of the Duke’s
locks that it is reckoned the
victor of Waterloo had more
hair than a horse.

Watch out also for a spe-
cial exhibition opening in February to
mark the Queen’s 60 years as Colonel
of the Grenadiers.
The Guards Museum is in Birdcage Walk, close
to Wellington Barracks. It is open seven days a
week from 1000 to the last admission at 1530.
Entry charge is £2 for adults (children are free).
The nearest underground station, at St James's

Park, is a few minutes' walk away. You can con-
tact the museum on 0207 414 3271.
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Buy a new Volkswagen Tax Free from the UK

If it's a Volkswagen you're looking for, then lock no further than Dovercourt Finchley Road.
If you're living outside the UK you can enjoy massive savings by driving away a brand new Volkswagen completely Tax Free!
That’s not the only benefit. As an Official Volkswagen Dealership, we are able to help and advise you in plain English, and of course we deal in
good old £'s Sterling. Plus every new Volkswagen now comes with 3 years parts and labour warranty and 12 years body Protection warranty.
So for total peace of mind, call Dovercourt Finchley Road on the Freephone number below.

Dovercourt Finchley Road
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Please make cheques/POs payable to Soldier and allow 28 days for delivery.
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All items are inclusive of p&p for UK/BFPO. Overseas rates are available on request.

Credit card hotline: 01252 347353 www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
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IT happened on March 15, 1961 in the
Parc des Eaux Vives overlooking Lake
Geneva, writes Syd Taylor.

Sparking off headlines worldwide about
the sensational new 150 mph Jaguar that
looked like nothing else on earth, the E-
Type was revealed to the world’s press -
and a million dreams were born.

No car better reflected its era than the
E-Type and it was as much a part of the
Sixties as the Beatles and Twiggy. People
who wouldn’t know a Ferrari from a Ford
knew about the extraordinary E-Type
Jaguar — the logical culmination of a line
of sporting automobiles that began with
Jaguar’s ambition to succeed in racing.

Quite simply, it was the most exciting
sports car ever made.

I got an inkling of what those Geneva
Motor Show visitors must have felt when
I drove that very same gunmetal grey car.
The same car that Jaguar’s Bob Berry had
driven through the night from Coventry
in a mad dash to Switzerland all those
years ago — arriving in the nick of time,
just as the launch was about to start.

“Good God, Berry,” said a furious Sir
William Lyons. “I thought you weren’t
going to get here.”

I drove the thoroughly and authentical-
ly restored car (which had languished in a
barn for 22 years) thanks to the generosi-
ty of Nick Goldthorp, director of Classic
Motor Cars of Bridgnorth, and to the
car’s long-time custodi-

an - Jaguar historian § Sublime - shining with

Philip Porter. Undim-
med by time, the E-
Type’s charisma is a
magnet to the red-blooded everywhere.
No car before or since has managed to
combine such aesthetic sublimity with
such devastating performance in a pack-
age priced within the reach of the ordi-
nary man with a twinkle in his eye.

What it was that inspired those mentors
of style, Sir William Lyons and designer,
aerodynamicist Malcolm Sayers, we’ll
never know, but images of John Cobb’s
Mobil Napier Railton and Dan Dare’s
Anastasia spring to mind.

Whatever it was, Jaguar had out-Fer-
rari-ed Ferrari and every other supercar
manufacturer in terms of sheer desirabili-
ty of the product — and undercut them on
price by an astonishing margin.

It’s not the easiest of cars to get into.
You straddle a wide sill and sit on a small
poorly-shaped and thinly-padded seat
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The First E-Type Jaguar

LEISURE

Drives like a dream....

Our man'’s eloquent verdict on ‘probably
the most beautiful car in the world’

Tech

Engine In-line six-cylinder
3781cc dohc, three SU car-
burettors, 265bhp.
Transmission Rear-wheel
drive, four-speed Moss gear-
box (no synchro on first).
Brakes Discs front and back
Suspension Front: wish-

dampers.

bones and torsion
bars, anti-roll bar. Rear: mph
independent with lower wish-
bones and upper drive-shaft
links, anti-roll bar. Coil
springs and telescopic

Weight 1219kg

Spec Performance Top speed 150
1961 price Coupé £2,196
19s 2d; Open two-seater
£2,097 15s 10d.

Factnote Between 1962 and
1974, 72,529 E-Types were
produced.

pushed back to give just enough room i

behind the thin wood-rimmed wheel with
its drilled alloy spokes and emblem of a
jaguar’s head at the centre.

Facing you is a haphazard array of
toggle-switches and  white-on-black
Smith’s instruments set into an embossed
aluminium dash panel, all combining to
give the interior its unique character —
typical of the days before ergonomic
obsessions stole a motor-car’s soul.

A glance in the mirror affords a view
through the authentic, weight-saving Per-
spex rear window.
— a View ever so
slightly distorted,

the glory of yesteryear 9 ; tat one might

imagine  seeing
the very mists of time deform and ulti-
mately dissolve the present, leaving a rear-
ward perspective that shines with the
glory of vesteryear.

As for the driving experience, the
dynamics are so unlike the point-and-
squirt zippiness of today’s sports cars.
This car craves a long uncongested road
so that, like a lazy cat, it can unwind at
leisure — and being an E-Type there seems
no limit to the potential of this marvellous
car and engine package.

Unlike many other high-performance
cars of that era it is tractable and docile,
coping well with today’s traffic conditions
— which is all for the good because the
four-speed Moss gearbox, with no syn-

chromesh on first, demands careful
changes.
But all that really doesn’t matter

because when you open the throttles, the
surge of that straight six 3.8 XK ‘S’ engine
— which we now know had bigger valves
and was gas-flowed to give another 20-25
horsepower over a standard engine — pro-
pels you forward quickly enough to
despatch modern hot hatches which
invariably snap at your heels.

Brakes, it must be said, don’t have an
instant effect even though the E-Type was
the first ever production car to use dises
on all wheels, but persist and eventually
retardation follows.

One should not forget that the E-Type
appeared at the same time as the new
motorways, on which this secret proto-
type underwent high-speed testing

If ever a car was designed for such
roads it was this: if ever a road was
designed for such a car it was the motor-
way in its glorious unregulated days.

After some magnificent driving and
photography we called it a day and
returned 9600 HP to CMC. Then the
rain came in torrents.

Our last sight of this historic motorcar
was through a rain-drenched windscreen
— and the shape of probably the most
beautiful car in the world wavered -
almost dissolving like a phantom: for the
Jaguar E-Type is, more than any other
car, a dream incarnate.

® Thanks must go to Nick Goldthorp of
Classic Motor Cars of Bridgnorth (01746
765804) and to Philip Porter, the owner
of 9600 HP, for giving me permission to
carry out this test.
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Dreamon...
Eighties throwback

DIGITAL Tables' Lizard Lounge is an S
authentic reproduction of the tabletop
arcade consoles that achieved cult status with
titles like Space Invaders and Donkey Kong
during the 1980s.

Featuring a smoked-glass top, built-in sound
system, two-player control consoles and even a
coin mechanism, the Lizard Lounge sports a
truly retro-look.

However, internally the table is anything but
retro. Rather than using the circuit designs of
the original tables, which would limit each
console to playing a single game, Digital Tables
have opted to employ PC technology.

The table is fitted with the latest high-
specification PC and equipped with emulation
software capable of playing virtually every
original arcade game on the market.

And because the Lizard Lounge runs the
latest Windows 2000 operating system, the
table can do anything you would expect a top-
of-the-range computer to do.

It comes complete with its own wireless Each system is hand-built and can be
keyboard and mouse, so you can run your customised to suit any requirements.
office, surf the internet, catch-up on your e-mail @® £2,995, from www.digitaltables.com
and even play your collection of MP3 tracks. (0208 7420755).

Switched on...

0-MAN! 1 WISH | HAD ONE OF THESE

LARGE enough to store six 330ml cans,
the Cool It Personal Refrigerator is an
ideal accessory for day trips to the coast
. .. or lengthy visits to the Omani desert.

Measuring just 26cm by 19¢m, this
portable refrigerator can be powered
from any mains adaptor or a vehicle’s
cigarette lighter.

Its removable shelf also means that
liquid refreshments can make way for
anything from fruit to fishing bait.

@ £59.95, from www.gadgetshop.com
(0800 7838343).

JUST FOR THE RECORD

THE Rome Il MP3 player allows users
to listen to tracks downloaded from
the internet on any stereo with a built-
g
Using ptor even
PUMP UP THE UOLUME the most primitive of car stereos can
AN essential piece of kit for the inquisitive, - w into a state-of-the-art
the Cyber Spy enhances soundwaves by 40 ‘Allt:o fully system. the Hiote
decibels - allowing wusers to hear o N 1 miﬁlhbl le, d‘“‘“ :
conversations usually out of earshot. The SR ol:l its 64ml CD-quality

Cyber Spy fits neatly in the palm of your hand
and can easily be concealed from others.

@ £6.95, from www.gadgetshop.com
(0800 7838343).

® £199.95, from www.firebox.com
(0870 2414289).
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Gameon...

COMMANDOS 2: MENOF COURAGE, PC

THE chances are that if you've played the pre-
quel, you've already run out and bought a
copy of Commandos 2: Men of Courage.

However, for those of you who are current-
ly basking in the heat of Oman or are
strangers to Eidos Interactive’s award-win-
ning series, read on . ...

As in Commandos: Behind Enemy Lines,
players take control of an élite group of sol-
diers who must go deep into enemy territory
to complete a series of mission-based objec-
tives.

The six characters from the first game have
been joined by three new characters: Lupin
the thief, Natasha the seductress and Whiskey
the dog. Characters now share abilities but
have their own personalised, unrivalled skills.

Set against the backdrop of the Second
World War, the game's locations, which
indude the infamous Colditz prison and
bridge on the River Kwai, as well as the Eiffel
Tower and the Japanese aircraft carrier Shi-
nano, are huge and gamers have complete
freedom to explore.

Each of the environments is fully interactive
- characters can pinch enemy uniforms for
disguise, steal weapons and ammunition,
swing from overhead cables, climb through
windows and swim underwater. -

The levels are also littered with jeeps,
tanks, boats and even an elephant that can be

used to assist players in their efforts to suc-
cessfully complete each mission.

Combining action and strategy, Comman-
dos 2 requires careful planning and investiga-
tion. Advanced artificial intelligences make
the German soldiers tricky adversaries to
outwit - they can see, hear and smell your
every move.

But it is the game's state-of-the-art 3D-
engine that looks set to book Commandos 2
the number one spot in the gaming charts.

Fully rotatable internal and external sce-
narios mean that players can view the game's

stunning graphics from the angle of their

choice. It looks good and it plays even better.

MECHCOMMANDER 2, PC

onship season.

camera angles.

novel gameplay.

SHOGUN: THE moneol IIIUHSIOII PCOUT ROW

One for the racing purists, the game
boasts the new USA and Malaysia cir-
cuits and implements the 2000 F1A rules
- incdluding “stop/go” penalties.

Other extras include more diverse
weather conditions, a spectator view-
point and a wide spectrum of new

UERDICT: A slick racing simulator but this |
latest add-on offers very little in the way of |

MICROSOFT'S MechCommander
2 puts gamers in charge of a com-
pany of gun-toting warriors who
have become entangled in a fierce
battle for supremacy.

As commander of the mecha-
nised brigade, players observe the
battlefield from above and must
use their strategic knowledge and
tactical skills to shift the balance of
power in a war-torn region known
as the Chaos March.

Players have a fleet of 16 Battle-
Mechs at their disposal, which
range from the nimble Raven,
equipped with sensors and elec-
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tronic countermeasures, to the
massive Atlas, laden with deadly
firepower.

Fully three-dimensional, the
game's state-of-the-art terrain is
completely interactive - you can
knock down trees, blow through
walls and crush anything that
crosses your path.

UERDICT: Whether calling in an air-
strike to stall defeat or laying siege
to an enemy gun turret, MechCom-
mander 2 gives players complete
control. This is digitization at its
best, but remember, if you lose, you

only have yourself toblame.  7/10  havefor strategy buffs.

UERDICT: f true classic and amust- Mongol Invasion a worthy contender

UERDICT: Unlike so many sequels, Commandos 2
lives up to expectations. All the winning ingredients
of Behind Enemy Linesremain and are comple-
mented by a new 3D engine that gives the game's 12
missions a cinematic feel. 9/10

SOLDIER has joined forces with Eidos Interac-
tive to offer readers a fantastic Commandos
2 giveaway.

For your chance to win one of five
copies of the game, simply answer the
following question:

What is the full title of Eidos Inter-
active’s conflict simulator?

a) Commandos 2: Men of Valour

b) Commandos 2: Men of Courage

¢) Commandos 2: Men of Gallantry

Send your answers on a postcard to Eidos
Interactive competition, Soldier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

The winners will be drawn at random
from the correct answers received by
December 1. Usual rules apply.

GRAND PRIX 3 - 2000 SEASON,PC OUT now

THIS add-on pack for Geoff Crammond'’s
Grand Prix 3 features all the real teams,
tracks and races of the 2000 champi-

6/10

FEUDAL Japan is under attack from

/10 inthe battle for top conflict-simulator.




History chronicled
in black and white

ALMOST a century has passed, yet
the faces that stare out of this book'’s
pages command your attention. They
still have the power to look right
through you. This magnificent collec-
tion of 400 monochrome
images, many of
which have never
been published
. before, has
been
brought
together in
Imperial War
Museum: The First
World War in Pho-

tographs (Carlton, £25). Richard
Holmes's follow-up to The Second
World War in Photographs presents
the images year by year and includes
sections on the build-up to and after-
math of the war.

away

The extraordinary life-stories
of nine Chelsea Pensioners
give a revealing insight into

soldier in the 20th century

| Soldiers: Fighting Men’s Lives 1901-2001
by Philip Ziegler (Chatto & Windus, £20).

Hail to the unjustly
maligned Chieftain

ARMY cadet instructor Rob Griffin
spent almost 25 years working with
Army fighting vehicles including the
Chieftain tank and he puts that expe-
rience to good use in Chieftain
(Crowood, £19.95). He argues that it
did not deserve its reputa-
% tion for poor perfor-
& mance and for the
unreliability of its
power-pack. On
the contrary,
he says, it
was by far
the best of
its generation
within Nato and proba-
bly the world because of its
mighty gun and armour, as the
Kuwaitis proved in the 1991 Gulf War.
The book includes full details of the
fate of every one built.

Review: Anthony Stone

common thread.

They all served in the British Regular
Army and became Chelsea Pension-
ers and each made a contribution
to putting the Great in Great
Britain. Between them they give
a sense of what it was like to
have been a British soldier in
the 20th century.

Their lives have been so rich,
s0 unassumingly heroic, that
one can scarcely believe that
such giants are with us now,
dressed in scarlet, walking around
the Royal Hospital Chelsea.

Take Albert Alexandre. Orphaned
at six, he started working in a quarry
when he was11. Four years later he falsified
his age, joined the Army and fought at Pass-
chendaele — one of the bloodiest battles of the
First World War.

He endured months of bombardment and
brutal fighting without a scratch. Of the thou-
sand or so soldiers who went into battle with
him, more than a third died.

It’s not a period on which Albert cares to
reflect. “I would not say if I killed a German
— that’s something that I never said to anyone.
I don’t like to think about it. All I can say is
that it was hand-to-hand fighting and you
had to defend yourself.”

As a gunner in the Royal Artillery, Albert
stayed on and served the Empire in far-flung
outposts, encountering such enemies of the
Crown as the Fakir of Ipi in Waziristan,
northern India.

His personal life after the war was not with-
out tragedy: two of his sons died in infancy.
But through it all he has borne his burdens
with equanimity. When the author inter-
viewed him, just shy of Albert’s 100th birth-
day, he radiated contentment, despite
suffering blindness and poor hearing.

The subjects of this book joined the Army

Classic tribute to
sapper specialists

FIFTY VCs have been awarded to
Royal Engineers, but in his history of
military bridging, One More River to
Cross (Leo Cooper, £25), Col Jim
Joiner wonders why so
few have gone to spe-
cialists in this role.
& Strangely, he says,
“only six have
been awarded
for supreme
gallantry
during
bridging
and rafting
operations, and
all these in connection
with operations in France in the
First World War”. This well-illustrated
book will serve both as the definitive
record and as a worthy tribute to
those who have performed this often
dangerous work with great skill and
ingenuity.

what it was like to serve as a

NINE men, nine remarkable lives, one

Now and then: In-Pensioner
Albert Alexandre and (inset)
serving as a bombardier in 1929

between the vears 1917 and

1940. They enlisted when the
British Empire, in geographical
terms, was at its zenith.

Those were the days when you
really could join the Army and see the
world. These young men, many from
impoverished backgrounds, were dispatched
overseas to defend the Empire, serving over
great tracts of the earth’s surface.

They served in peacetime in India, Ceylon,
Malaya, Hong Kong, Malta, Cyprus, Pales-
tine, Syria, Iraq, Aden, the Persian Gulf
states, Libya, Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria, Sierra
Leone and the Cameroons.

Their experiences and deeds are, by any
standards, remarkable. But their true signifi-
cance rests not on what they have done but in
the standards they represent.

Self-discipline, obedience, conscientious-
ness and loyalty are not the most fashionable
of virtues. The Pensioners are not the most
fashionable of men. But they are virtues that
have served the British Army well over many
centuries and will be no less essential in any
conflict in the future.

It is unsurprising that the final home for
these great men, the Royal Hospital Chelsea,
is not remotely gloomy. As their distin-
guished biographer Philip Ziegler says: “It is
a happy place even though people go there to
die, though some take 30 years.”

Housing such indomitable spirits, how
could it be otherwise?
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No medals for

Invasion — Defending Britain from Attack
by Dan Cruickshank (Boxtree, £18.99).

Review: Chris Horrocks

LEAF through this informative and enter-
taining companion to a BBC2 TV series and
you come across a chapter with the eye-
catching title “Britain’s Secret Army”.

So secret was the Auxiliary Force, set up in
1940 as a guerrilla army in the event of a
German invasion, that its members
managed to remain pretty tight-
lipped abour it for 50 years after it
was disbanded art the end of the
war.

Only in 1995 was Soldier able
to tell the story of this resis-
tance movement, with pic-
tures of some of its
would-be heroes, after
we were invited to
attend a reunion “at
one of its operational
bases — somewhere in
England”. As we reported
then: “In the dark days after Dunkirk
cells of six hand-picked men and later women
— from clerks and chief constables to peers
and poachers — were trained to go to ground
if the Germans invaded, emerging from
secret underground bunkers when least
expected to cause havoc with the enemy
occupiers.”

Their need to maintain secrecy under
cover of membership of the Home Guard
resulted in some unfortunate, if now amus-
ing, misunderstandings.

One wife thought her husband was seeing
another woman when he kepr disappearing at
night without explanation.

secrecy

There were other negative spin-offs.
“Instant death or torture would have been
their lot if captured, so no records were kept
— which meant they missed out on defence
medals after the war,” we reported.

We added, not without irony: “This official
secrecy also posed a problem years later
when it came to tracing them for
reunions.”

Dan- Cruickshank’s
narrative covers the
period from 1066 to
the end of the Second
World War and puts
paid to the belief still held
by some that the British
Isles have never been invad-
ed since the Battle of Hast-

ings.
That turning-point in our
history is the last time we

were actually conquered; among
lesser-known incursions which we
rebuffed took place in 1360 (the
French at Winchelsea), 1595 (the Spanish at
Mousehole), 1778 (the Americans at White-
haven) and 1797 (the French at Fishguard).
Thanks to publishers Boxtree we have
THREE copies of this book to give away in a
competition. Just answer the question below
and send it to “Invasion” Competition, Sol-
dier , Ordnance Road, Aldershot GU11 2DU
by November 30. Usual rules apply.

Question: Who was the last military
leader to conquer England?

| The Full Monty: Montgomery

of Alamein 1887-1942 by
Nigel Hamilton. A review of this
warts-and-all biography, plus
an interview with the author
and competition to win a copy
signed by him, will appear in
the December edition of Sol-
dier. (Penguin hardback, £25.)

Medal Yearbook 2002 For the
first time, the lineage of regi-
ments is included in this essen-
tial handbook for collectors,

dealers and hobbyists. It also
includes an expanded section
on current Cemmonwealth
awards. (Token, £16.95.)

Lights Out by Charles Mill-
man. Look no further for a
Christmas stocking-filler than
this little paperback of gently
amusing Army anecdotes. The
author has undertaken to make
a “sizeable” donation to the
Army Benevolent Fund from
the proceeds. Cheques/POs

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages are available from Helion & Company,
who can also supply 14,500 in-print military books and operate a free book-
search; p&p is extra. All major credit/switch cards taken. Please allow up to
28 days for delivery. Postal address: Helion & Company, 26 Willow Road,

Solihull, West Midlands B91 1UE, UK (tel 0121 705 3393; fax 0121 711 1315).

E-mail: books@helion.co.uk Website: http://www.helion.co.uk

for £5.50 plus postage (45p
UK, 92p Europe or £1.53
Zones 1 and 2), should be
made out to “The Press On The
Lake” and sent to LO, Press On
The Lake, Stonar, Sandwich,
CT13 9ND.

Forrard: the Story of the East
Riding Yeomanry by Paul
Mace. After helping delay the
German advance so others
could be evacuated to Britain
via Dunkirk in 1940, those who
avoided being taken prisoner
formed the nucleus of a virtual-
ly new regiment which spent
four years training to take part
in the D-Day operation. First-
hand accounts bring the story
to life. (Leo Cooper, £16.95.)
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Superb - but you have
to know where to look

LOOK for the Apache Longbow in
Peter March's Directory of Military
Aircraft of the World (Cassell, £45)
and you won't find it under A or even L
in the index. You have to know enough
to pinpoint Boeing
(McDonnell Douglas),
then read down fur-
ther still to find the
GKN Westland
sub-entry.
But this

should irri- ‘ <
tate only ~
the most superfi- .

cial reader, for this 480-

page book, all-colour for the first
time, is a superb guide to all the princi-
pal types of aircraft believed to be in
service at the time of writing with the
world’s air arms, from Afghanistan to
Zimbabwe.

Here is the news - of
the Second World War

WHOEVER first came up with the
“Chronicle” idea of presenting history,
as it unfolded, in an easily-digestible
series of tabloid-style newspaper sto-
ries in book form deserves an award
for services to popular literature. The
format is compellingly
page-turning and
educative for young
and old alike.
World War Il
Day by Day
(Dorling
Kinders-
ley, £25), is
a revised edi-
tion of Chronicle of the
Second World War, first pub-
lished in 1990 under the Longmans
imprint. Its 718 pages include timeline
charts, a who's who of key personnel,
and many photographs, maps and
posters.

Angels tread boldly
into battle-zones

CONFLICT witnesses man’s inhu-
manity to man at its most obscene, but
also mankind's noblest qualities. In
Wartime Nurse: One Hundred Years
from the Crimea to Korea 1854-1954
(Hale, £19.99), Eric Taylor recounts
the exploits of nurses
working in battle-zones.
From Crimean hospi-
tals seething with
cholera and
awash with
sewage,
through to
the South

p P
ACKE
African 8. .
wars of 1899-
1902 when nurses

calmly dressed wounds in the
streets while shells exploded around
them, and finally to Korea when
nurses were in action officially, this is |
history steeped in heroism.
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to soldier

Ch;ish
the best

THIS month we as a nation pay trib-
ute to those who have fallen in war.

For some, the act of remembering
their supreme sacrifice will call to
mind other noble qualities — courage,
loyalty, a sense of duty, self-
discipline.

These virtues, which shine like
beacons from the Chelsea Pensioners
whose lives are celebrated in a book
reviewed on Page 70, are deemed to
be less fashionable in today’s society.

If that is true, then it would suggest
our Armed Forces have become a
breed apart from the society they are
called on to defend.

Both the Prime Minister and the
Defence Secretary paid special
tributes to the Services last month.

e

“There is no greater strength for a
British Prime Minister and the British
nation at a time like this,” said Tony
Blair, “than to know that the forces
we are calling on are among the very
best in the world. . .”

The theme was echoed by Geoff
Hoon, who said: “We place immense
trust in their courage, their sense of
duty, and their professionalism. We
take immense pride in the fact that
they never let us down.”

* e

Writer A N Wilson, commenting
on the story that one of the PM’s sons
wanted to join the Forces, was even
more fulsome, saying he had never
met a Serviceman whom he had not
found “admirable and likeable™ and
that the boy would be “attaching him-
self to the one profession in which the
British lead the world”.

“This is not a piece of false patrio-
tism,” he stressed. “British Service-
men are, by pretty general consent,
the best in the business.”

Wellington said: “I consider noth-
ing in this country so valuable as the
life and health of the British soldier.”

And there’s the rub. If the qualities
which we honour in the fallen still
exist today, they must be cherished —
in the good times as well as the bad.
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STTEBONNEY

Too dangerous
for speculation

... when it could be so close to reality

I HAVE to confess I find it diffi-
cult to write a column about
living with the Army at the
moment, with the current uncer-
tainties about our participation
in Afghanistan.

Given the speed at which
events can move, anything I say
now could be out of date and
inappropriate by the time you
read it. Thanks to our slightly

longer flash-to-bang production Sue Bonney is

happened yet, and that most
Army families were doing what
they usually do — just getting on
with it.

Several persistent phone calls
later, a colleague of mine was
finally moved to explode:
“Listen, it’s our job to represent
Army families, not exploit
them.”

And what if things do happen
and there is bad news for us? In

timings, instant response is not a Editor of the AFF  the days before instant world
luxury available to us monthly Families Journal communication, we were always

magazine wallahs.
This could not, of course, be more dif-
ferent from our colleagues in the national

daily press and broadcast media, who are -

so up-to-the-minute they almost can’t
wait for something to happen next.

Once they have done a story from every
conceivable angle, they look for the next
one — so it’s off with the bombing and on
with the ground forces, please. And if no
one obliges them with some action to
report — over and over and over again —
they fill the empty spaces with that most
dangerous media pastime, speculation.

Dangerous  because
sooner or later they may

¢ The Army usually man-
get too close to the truth aged to contact families

told “if you hear it on the radio
or TV, it’s got nothing to do with you”.

The Army usually managed to contact
families before news reached the Press.
Sadly this may no longer be possible. You
are as likely to hear bad news via CNN
and Sky, probably ringing you up to ask
how you feel.

I know there will be many Army spous-
es and families out there worried about
the possibilities ahead.

I know how that feels. All I can offer is
what I learned through experience in pre-
vious times: take it day by day; trust your
soldiers to do their job
and trust their training;
try to avoid all those

for comfort, and, in the before news reached the news programmes -
case of our nearest and Press. Sadly, this may no you’ll know when it mat-

dearest, for safety.

It doesn’t occur to
today’s news-hungry 24-hour journalists
that speculation is not a good idea for any
of us. Freedom of the Press, it seems,
means they are free to frighten the gener-
al public with doom-laden scenarios,
worry Service families sick about possible
involvement of their loved ones in any
action, endanger lives by revealing too
much and bore us all rigid with maps,
diagrams and gizmos.

Then there’s the ghoul factor, com-
monly referred to now as public interest.
In the first weeks of the current crisis the
Army Families Federation received sev-
eral calls from the media asking to put
them in touch with Army families so they
could share their feelings with the world.

Needless to say, it is not AFF’s policy
to expose Army families in this way. We
politely pointed out that nothing had

longer be possible 9

ters; and rely on each
other. AFF is here to
help if you need us.

So are your unit welfare officers, the
HIVES, the Army Welfare Service,
SSAFA Forces Help, and your friends
and neighbours. We can’t change what is
happening. We can only get through it.
Whatever “it” may turn out to be.

® The Novem-
ber issue of the
AFF Families
Journal, pic-
tured right,
should now be
available from
a unit near you.
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Don't need this F-word to signify my sex

I WRITE to enquire when the Army Cadet Force is
likely to come into the 21st century. I refer to the use of
W or F before the rank of female
officers and adult instructors.
The ACF appears to find it
necessary to label the female of the species. Even the
Cadet Training Centre, bless them, call me a W/Capt
and put (F) afterwards to make sure we all know what
sex I am. They even put a W on name badges in case
there is any doubt as to gender.
The Regulars do not find it necessary and neither
does the Territorial Army. How would my male coun-

A Lt Col Martin Newman, Chief of
Public Relations (Cadets), Cadets
Branch, HQ Land Command,
responds:

The use of prefixes to define the
gender of female adult leaders and
cadets in the ACF has been used in
the past to help identify the logistical

and accommodation needs of individu-

als as well as to ensure gender bal-
ance on courses and training.

It has been the case particularly at
the Cadet Training Centre (CTC),

first names can be confusing and lead
to embarrassing situations. However,
this was only for internal administrative
use.

This issue has only recently arisen
and orders are being issued to ensure
that the ranks of all ACF leaders and
cadets are published in the same fash-
ion as the Army and the Territorial
Army — without gender identification.

The use of prefixes was for adminis-
trative purposes only and in no way
reflects on our high regard for our

terparts react if their rank was preceded by M? My com-
mission, signed by the Queen, does not use either W or
F to signify my sex. — Capt A Twinn, Middlesbrough.

Frimley Park, where it is necessary to
ensure that people are placed in the
correct accommodation — sometimes

female colleagues who play such a
vital role in running the ACF and our
excellent female cadets who make a .
major contribution to the Army image.

It’s still too hot out here
for regular black boots

I WOULD like to comment on the
response given by PJHQ regarding the
subject of footwear for troops deployed to
Oman at the beginning of September
(“Combat boots will be appropriate for
Oman’s cooler autumn months”, Sept).

It stated that this was the cooler season
and, therefore, regular issue black boots
would be adequate.

Since arriving in theatre the tempera-
ture has, to my knowledge, not fallen
below 40C. On one day in mid-Septem-
ber we recorded 56 degrees.

These figures don’t include the high
70s recorded daily in the field kitchens
(respect to the chefs who are doing a fan-
tastic job in extreme circumstances).

Soldiers in issue black boots are at best
uncomfortable and at worst suffering
complaints requiring medical attention.
Perhaps PJHQ could tell us why one sol-
dier — a WO2 - had to discard his issue
black boots because the soles and heels
melted (we've got a photo to prove it).

The reply also stated that irf’ extreme
temperatures use should be made of air-
conditioned areas at all locations. I have
so far identified air conditioning only at
JFLogC (HQ BRITFOR), whose person-
nel, ironically, had desert boots.

As a “footnote”, standard issue green
socks further aggravate feet problems suf-
fered here. — $Sgt Thomas, BFPO 770.

I AND many soldiers from my regiment
felt the need to buy desert boots. Indeed,
the regiment, in common with other 4
Armoured Brigade units, has positively
encouraged us to do so.

Order forms were even circulated so
correct sizes could be ordered by the PRI
shop. Why? Because there is concern that
issue boots may not function properly in
desert conditions.

I think soldiers deploying to Oman
have every right to be concerned. As a
commander [ only hope my soldiers don’t
suffer foot problems. — Officer com-

Only way home was to pay my own way

WHEN my squadron deployed on Saif
Sareea 2 we were told there would be no
R&R flights to the UK but we could have
five days’ local exercise leave (LEL) at the
Sallalah Hilton.

When the rest of our regiment arrived a
month later rumours were rife that we
would get UK R&R. However, for 187
Squadron, four places per troop were
allocated and names drawn out of a hat.

We later learned that other squadrons

which had just deployed were sending

people home on R&R ten days later.

My sergeant major told me he was
paying for a flight home and asked if I was
interested in doing the same. I was keen
to see my girlfriend (just returned from a
six-month tour in Sierra Leone and due
to be posted to Lisburn) so I said yes.

It cost me just over £600. Do I regret
paying? No, I had a break from theatre
mid-tour and spent time with my girl-
friend. But, why should personnel here
for six months have to pay when others
here for half the time get free flights? —
LCpl ] Donaghue, 2 Tp, 187 Sgn.

manding squadron, BFPO 36 (name
and address supplied).

AT least one soldier who deployed on Saif
Sareea on June 4 was not issued with
desert boots. Despite assurances from his
CO that he would receive them, my hus-
band has had to make do with regular
combat boots as he takes a size 13. —
Army wife (name supplied), Bicester.

PISCATOR

“Here’s a hot tip for Saif Sareea 2: Just sprinkle foot and
body powder round yer bivvy. It keeps the bugs away.”

d

COMING SOON: ABF Despatches. A new catalogue, featuring specially selected military
gifts, including a range for children, at great prices. Every gift you buy helps our central
charity - the ABF. For your own copy, call Marcia on 020 7591 2058 or Amanda on 01285
713 466 or write to ABF Despatches, Douglas Bader House, Fairford, Glos GL7 4DL.

ARMY
BENEVOLENT
FUND

Call 020 7591 2000 or visit www.armybenevolentfund.com

Cost of ‘'must-attend’ functions can be
cause of dread in the sergeants’ mess

I HAVE been a member of four different
sergeants’ messes. My average basic com-
pulsory mess bill has been £45 a month
(£480 a year), not including the cost of
functions or mess dress (average £400
plus subsequent dry cleaning bills).

Many functions are “OTA” - ordered
to attend — resulting in bills of as much as
£140 (or £1,680 a year). Throw in a
summer ball and Christmas draw and the
annual figure can easily exceed £2,000.

I have seen newly-promoted sergeants
dreading showing their mess bills to their
wives, fearing the reaction when they
realise that promotion has left them worse
off financially.

I've seen a sergeant with four young
children pleading poverty to be excused
attendance, only to be told that the mess
would lend him the money — hardly a sen-
sible solution.

He was told that failure to attend would
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result in extra duties. I have seen unhappy
soldiers and their even unhappier spouses
sitting through functions they could not
afford. .

As proud as I am to have reached the
sergeants’ mess, I believe that if sufficient
members do not wish to attend a func-
tion, it should be cancelled. Let demand,
not fear of retribution, decide.

Can a member be forced to attend a
function? If not, is “punishment” for non-
attendance legal? I have put this question
to committee members, but unsurpris-
ingly received no reply. Can you help? —
SNCO (name and address supplied).

IF I were to be promoted to sergeant, my

pay would increase by approximately £40
a month after tax. However, the extra cost
of being a sergeants’ mess member is
around £50 a month, plus the cost of
mess dress and many compulsory func-
tions.

This would effectively result in a pay
cut. As [ am too old to be considered a
potential artificer, my rank ceiling is
sergeant (with a few exceptions) and as
the job I would do as a sergeant is the
same as [ am doing now, there is little or
no incentive for promotion.

Surely the pay increases between ranks
should be greater to take into account the
extra costs associated with these ranks. —
Cpl A P Mapplethorpe, Woolwich.

OFFICER or other rank; serving or civvy . . . Soldier welcomes your letters. Please keep them brief and to
the point. If not e-mailed, we'd prefer them to be typed but if they are handwritten, put names, addresses
and in block capitals (not necessarily for publication). A prize from the our gift collection will be awarded
each month if we judge that a letter merits it. Acceptance or rejection of letiers is the decision of the Editor,
who reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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Clerks are valued

I HAVE some sympathy with SSgt Lee’s
perception that military clerks feel under-
valued (Oct). This is not uncommon in
jobs that provide a service and is true of
other parts of the Army. He quotes the
example of chefs.

It is also true that military clerks often
work extremely long hours and we are
attempting to address this through our
Soldier Manning Strategy Paper pub-
lished this month. | can reassure him
that the work of military clerks is highly
valued by the chain of command and it is
recognised that their contribution to mili-
tary effectiveness at all levels is critical.

I would like to correct SSgt Lee ona
couple of points. Firstly, we offer the
Foundation Modern Apprenticeship
(NVQs at Level 2) to all our soldiers in
Phase 2 training entirely at public
expense. We will soon be introducing the
Advanced Modern Apprenticeship (NVQs
at Level 3) to class 1 soldiers, again at
public expense. Secondly, we offer the
chance for SNCOs to qualify as NVQ
D32/33 Assessors, Management Accoun-
tants, Chartered Secretaries and to gain
membership of the International Associ-
ation of Bookkeepers. — Lt Col D B McCul-
loch, Directorate of Staff and Personnel
Support (Army).

Wife’'s view of tours

HAVING family connections in the Royal
Navy, | consider Army personnel are
lucky to have an R&R package.

| served five years in the Army and was
glad of the two weeks’ R&R | received
mid-tour. Those who went home on the
first spaces in the R&R plot still spent
nearly five months away. Operational
tours are hated because separation
causes heartache to families and Service
personnel alike.

Where R&R is not available more
emphasis should be placed on informing
families and more time allocated for
phone calls. It doesn’t compensate for
the strain of long separations but it is the
other side to being married to Forces
personnel and why there is an X-factor in
the pay and separation allowance. -
Army wife, Wilts (name, address supplied).

= r -

My pay didn’t rise
REGARDING “Forget Pay 2000, my gripe
is LGSA” (Sept), the misinformed writer
says “everyone gets a pay rise”. As a
Class 2 Teleop T G R Signals, my pay
stayed the same as a signaller and would
only rise when (a) | got promoted or (b)
got an annual increase. Luckily | have
been promoted, so more money for me.

As for him complaining about LSSA
(Longer Separated Service Allowance), |
agree that every exercise should count,
but as | am currently deployed on Saif
Sareea 2 and get paid higher LSSA, my
complaints are probably not so strong as
his. — LCpl Shaun Brierly, 204 Sig Sqn.




EFI camcorder is
£160 more than
VAT-free model

I AM serving at Butmir Camp in Sarajevo as the
OC of the UK Lynx Detachment. The facilities
available are excellent and my only bone of con-
tention is the prices in the EFI (Expeditionary
Force Institutes).

They are supposed to be VAT-free, but this is
blatantly not the case. I have been looking at
buying a digital video camera. The price in the
EFI is just over £800 for a Panasonic model. In
the EFI there is a camcorder magazine in which
the same model is advertised for £749 inclusive
of VAT (less VAT it comes to £637).

Why is there a difference of more than £160? —
Capt Tim Geering, BFPO 543.

A Mike Sheriff, UK and International Director,
Naafi, responds:
I cannot comment on a specific pricing case in EFI
shops. Capt Geering states that EFI prices are not
VAT-free; | would like to clarify that we do not charge
VAT on goods in EFI shops.

| can assure him that the EFI, the uniformed branch
of the Naafi, is there to support UK Forces deployed
overseas. We are committed to providing leisure and
retail facilities to the Armed Forces at home, at perma-
nent bases abroad and to those on operational
deployments worldwide. Naafi returns all of its profits
to the Armed Forces either through dividend or by
investing in new facilities. In the past 18 months Naafi
has invested £1.5 million in new shops and junior
ranks clubs in Bosnia and Kosovo.

The majority of personnel appreciate the facilities,
the investment and the range of goods at the competi-
tive prices we offer.

e
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Why should Cyprus
be twice as taxing?

I’M currently serving with the United Nations in Cyprus and have for the first
time ordered goods over the internet to improve my quality of life here.

I have received three packages from the UK which were inspected by the
Sovereign Base Area (SBA) Customs and released to me. Just recently, though,
another parcel was detained by Customs because they say I owe VAT on it at

ten per cent.

This means that I will, in effect, have to pay 27.5 per cent VAT in all as I have

already paid UK VAT on the items.

I asked several people why we have to pay twice and no one seems to know,
When I spoke to Customs they said that Cyprus VAT and UK VAT are differ-
ent and that I will have to pay up before they release my parcel.

Please could someone explain why we have to pay 27.5 per cent VAT on our
goods and which goods are subject to this tax. - N Young, Sennelager.

A Jim Smart, SBA Customs,
Cyprus, responds:

Most people will be aware that Cyprus is
seeking to join the European Union.
Until it does Cyprus VAT is not an EU
tax, so VAT paid in the UK (or any other
EU state) is of no relevance to the
Republic of Cyprus, and tax is accord-
ingly generally payable on imports.

This does mean, however, that a UK
supplier sending goods to Cyprus can
zero-rate the supply as a direct export
from the EU. When placing an order with
a UK supplier you should make it clear
that you are a non-EU resident and that
the goods can be sent VAT-free. If the
supplier expresses doubts, refer him to
UK VAT Notice 703, which he can obtain
from his local UK VAT office.

Many suppliers, especially where low-

value goods are concerned, are not pre-
pared to zero-rate the sale as it is out-
side their normal routine and seen to be
more complicated than just charging
VAT.

This applies particularly to internet
sales which, being largely automated,
are often unable to cope with these cir-
cumstances. It pays to insist that goods
are zero-rated, but if the supplier doesn't
agree your only options are to take your
business elsewhere or pay “double”
VAT.

As to which goods are subject to
Cyprus VAT, the scope is virtually identi-
cal to the UK. Commonly imported
goods such as children’s clothing and
books are zero-rated. There is, in addi-
tion, a general concession whereby VAT
is waived on genuinely unsolicited gifts.

Time for an ombudsman?

DURING my Army career I wrote many
letters and spoke to many MPs about the
poll tax, and more recently about the
council tax contributions now paid by
military personnel everywhere.

Let’s be clear: I agree that it should be
paid while serving in the UK.

But I questioned why civil servants
working overseas with the military do not
pay council tax in the same way as single
and married Service people.

One official reply said the non-payment
of poll/council tax was negotiated in a
wage agreement. How on earth can a tax
be negotiated? A tax is a tax on everyone.

Why should Service people pay council
tax while in Northern Ireland where there
is no council tax, or in any theatre of oper-
ations or on exercise outside Britain?

Why is there is no representative to
raise these points with the authorities? Is
it not time for the Armed Forces to have
their own ombudsman to air grievances? —
Capt (Retd) A T Sutton, W Midlands.

A PS10 Army responds:

Capt Sutton raises two issues regarding the
practice of deducting Charges in Lieu of
Council Tax (CILOCT). The first, why civil ser-
vants do not pay CILOCT, is a matter for the
Central Civilian Personnel Pay and
Allowances policy branch, which has provided
the explanation on the right.

The second asks why we charge CILOCT
to personnel serving overseas. That decision
is based on the premise that Service person-
nel receive the same basic pay and charges
regardless of location. It is also equitable
since we are required to pay council tax, rates
or service charges in all such theatres.

He should be aware that soldiers do not pay
CILOCT in Northern Ireland, nor do they pay
CILOCT for any accommodation used on
operation or exercise. Married personnel do,
however, remain liable to CILOCT for their
families’ accommodation, which is in line with
normal council tax rules.

The Services have set up a task force
which takes up these types of issue with Gov-
ernment direct and is still attempting to gain
favourable rulings with regard to dual liability
to council tax and CILOCT.

A Central Civilian Personnel Pay and

Allowances responds:
While Service personnel have an entitlement

to occupy publicly-provided accommodation
wherever they serve, this is not so for civilian
employees who are expected to house them-
selves privately at personal expense.

Because MoD civil servants are UK-based,
it is expected that most of their careers will be
spent in the UK. An overseas tour for most is
pretty much a one-off occurrence. They will
normally own a home in the UK to which they
will return at the end of the tour. i

Throughout their overseas service, they will
maintain a UK home, paying a mortgage,
insurance, water rates and council tax . Over-
seas accommodation is provided to civil ser-
vants free of all charges to prevent them
having to maintain two homes concurrently.

It is recognised that some civil servants
serve overseas for extensive periods — in
some cases for an entire career — and may
never return to a UK post. In such cases, free
provision cannot be justified and a recent and
fundamental review will lead to the introduc-
tion of charging for civil servants who are spe-
cially recruited for overseas service.
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= THEN AND THEN
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?23YEARS AGO
From Soldier, November 1976: Queues of
men from the 1st Battalion, The Para-
chute Regiment boarded Dakota aircraft
at the Royal Netherlands Air Force base
at Deelen to re-enact the exploits of their
forebears in one of the final.and most
important sequences of the multi-million
pound war epic A Bridge Too Far, direct-
\| ed by Sir Richard Attenborough.

L0 YEARS AGO
From Soldier, November 1951: How to
store sledgehammers. Barrels formthe |
centre of each stack, above. In this one at |
the Central Ordnance Depot at Didcot
there are 26 layers, each of 40 hammers.
The depot can supply everything from a
half-inch grub-screw to a fully-equipped
laundry . . . in fact, everything the soldier
needs for his comfort.

Driving offence
blights my career

I AM serving in Northern Ireland as a driver in the Royal Logistic Corps but want to

transfer to the Royal Military Police.

I processed my application and those who recommend me included a senior officer in
the RMP. I passed all the tests and was waiting to be given a date for a work attachment
when Manning Records informed me that because I did not have an “exemplary” Ser-
vice record (it was only very good) I would be unable to transfer.

The reason was because I have a regimental entry for a minor driving offence. It was
not a criminal act, just a minor driving offence. I'have been punished twice for a silly mis-

take I made when I was younger.

I feel let down and am seriously thinking of getting out of the Army. — Pte RLC

(name supplied), Northern Ireland.

A Lt Col J W Lanham, HQ Provost Mar-
shal (Army), responds:
The relevant regulations in this case are
Queen’s Regulations for the Army, Ch 9, Para
9.457, and Army General and Administrative
Instructions, Ch 48, both of which defer to the
requirement for the candidate to have an
“exemplary” character.

This is further defined as requiring there to
be “No award of military or civil fines record-

ed as a ‘Regimental Entry™. There is no refer-

ence to circumstances which might result in
dispensation being given, for example,
because the offence for which the fine was
awarded was, in the opinion of the individual,
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“minor” or “not criminal”. These regulations
were readily available to the candidate had
he chosen to research them before making
his application.

Notwithstanding that, they certainly should
have been brought to his attention by some-
one in authority at an early stage during his
application for transfer, together with the fact
that because the RMP is heavily over-recruit-
ed at the moment criteria for enlistment is
being vigorously applied.

| am sorry this reply will not be what your
correspondent wishes to hear and hope he
will see his way to moving to another arm of
the Service where he can find fulfilment.

PSS ek

Still in the Zone

I READ your piece on the continuing
campaign to seek a just outcome for
those Servicemen and women who were
involved in often hazardous operations
in the Canal Zone.

The photo at Abu Gamas (known as
Clifty Corner) taken on a cold early dawn
brought back memories. | was just out of
the shot, commanding part of the
cordon.

What is significant is that at least three
of those in the picture (excluding Egyp-
tians) are now dead. If the Government
keeps up the delay in righting the wrong
there will soon be few to give the award
to. Maybe this is the tactic.

Ironically, my Egyptian attaché col-
league, years later in the Sudan (1977)
explained that one of his medals com-
memorated the same “campaign”. He
bore no grudge and was surprised at our
omission.

Come on, ungrateful powers-that-be,
give the rapidly diminishing few their
rightful medal - or clasp - before some-
one creates another do-it-yourself medal.
The late Col Pip Newton would rejoice in
his Valhalla. — Col (Retd) John Bird, Lan-
cashire.

Ant-ics roadshow

WE totally agree and sympathise with the
letter “No help for dogs” (Oct).

We have a colleague who has grown
extremely attached to a nest of ants, at
present residing outside the patio door
of his quarter.

He is keen to take them with him when
he is posted but is deeply concerned that
when he moves some of the ants will be
left behind.

There should be some form of com-
pensation for this type of move and the
post-traumatic stress this will cause the
ants when leaving their buddies behind.
—SSgt R Perry (RLC) and Sgt R Towers
(PWQ), ACIO York.

Plight of MoD civvy

| understand that you mainly print letters
from serving soldiers, but please consid-
er this one.

MoD civvies support the Army in many
ways but we are the lowest paid and
depend on the limited overtime that is
available.

In our unit we are told that there must
be a 20 per cent cutback on the overtime
budget. The knee-jerk reaction is to bring
in outside support (by civilian firms) who
are not checked for security and, of
course, do not come under the same
budget, so do not compare cost-wise.
Even with extra duties we do not earn a
fortune, but we serve with pride.

It is a shame we are so undervalued by
the Army. | hope this letter will highlight
our plight. — MoD civilian employee, Surrey
(name and address supplied).
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Sgt Henry Farquhar, AGC,
att 51 Highland Regt

(TA), Banja Luka
I think that they
should be treated
the same as mar-
ried people,
including accom-
modation. Long-
term to me means

three to five years or

if they have a child,

because that is anoth-

er form of commit-
ment. We live in a
day and age where
people do live

together rather than get married.

LCpl Nicola
Tremarco,
AGC(SBS),
Banja Luka

We live in blocks
and females can’t
go to male accom-
modation and vice-
versa, which makes
it hard to work at a
relationship. | am in
a long-term rela-

tionship and have asked for a surplus
married quarter as we want to make sure.
we can live together before we get mar-

/OX
DoD

The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

Pte Aidan Reilly,
1 A and SH, Belfast

In an ideal world, per-
haps they should have
the same rights. But
you'd have a hard job
deciding what was a
long-term relationship,
and you have to draw a
line somewhere or else
it gets silly.

ried, but we were refused because of the
rules. Some people will get married just
to get out of the singlies block.

Capt Anna Bower,
27 RLC, Banja Luka

If they do it should be
the complete pack-
age - all or nothing,
including pension,
medical and widow
benefits. But there
have to be some para-
meters about time in a
relationship. What is
long-term? | think the
Australians have a
policy of one year.

Sgt John Ineson,
2 RGJ,
Banja Luka

No. Getting mar-
ried in the Army is
a big step. One of
the benefits of
being married are
the married perks.
Many soldiers
have girlfriends
while on tour but
leave them at the
end of that tour. Why should they get the
married perk when there has been no
commitment? No com-

mitment. .. no perk.

Rfn Nick Castle,
2 RGJ, Banja Luka

| would not expect the
same facilities as a
married soldier who
had made a commit-
ment to someone.
Why should the Army
commit to someone
who has not done the
same?

Interviews: Ray Routledge and Anthony Stone Pictures: Mike Weston and Graeme Main

Take your partners

Since July last year, when the topic was first discussed in this feature, our Mail pages have
continued to reflect strong opinions on whether soldiers in long-term relationships should be
given the same rights as married soldiers. We sought current views on this burning issue.

Pte Neil Sloan, 1 A and SH, Belfast

Yes. Older soldiers or

those in long-term rela-

tionships should have
some of the same
privileges. If a rela-

tionship lasts longer

{ than two years,

{ especially if the sol-
dier is travelling,

then it is pretty solid.

LCpl James
Simmance,
111 Pro Coy
RMP, Sipovo

My wife and | were
in a long-term rela-
tionship, living
together. The only
reason we got mar-
ried was because
the Army does not recognise common-law
man and wife. She wasn't even recognised
as my next-of-kin, but as a close friend. My
wife is a midwife in the UK and | am working
in Germany. She can't get a job in Germany
with SSAFA until she been qualified for a
year, so | am unaccompanied.

Sig John Blackman,
16 Sig Regt serving
in Banja Luka

It depends on how
you class long-
term. | don’t think
they should have
the same benefits as
pads (married cou-
ples) unless they
have got children,
because that already
shows a commitment .
and they should receive the benefit.
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THE NEW D5 DIESEL FROM VOLVO

PUMPS THE ADRENALIN. LESS TRIPS TO THE PUMPS FROM £14,863.
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o o HARD TO BELIEVE IT'S A DIESEL. A LOT MORE TORQUE MAKES FOR EASY ACCELERATION. HOWEVER OUR ENGINEERS HAVE MANAGED TO KEEP
a 8 ENGINE NOISE TO A MINIMUM, WHICH IS BETTER FOR YOU, BUT LEAVES OUR RIVALS RATTLED. THE DRIVE CONTINUES AT VOLVOCARS.CO.UK .
Volvo Car UK (British Military Sales) PO Box 200,
Hatfield, AL9 7AR, England
Tel: +44 1707 262388 )
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Car featured - Volvo S60 D5 S with optional metallic paint. £15,295.00 excluding delivery. »
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