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1 am glad to have this opportunity of belng
sble to speak to all soldiers in the BLA.
through the first number of "SOLDIER™.
You and | have come a long way togather ; |
we have been through some very bad times
and some very good Hmes.

And what is the situation to-day 7

By no possible concelvable chance can
Germany vdnlhhw.;vldur_lwh”

"Peace for the kids, our brothers freed,
A kinder world, a cleaner brecd.”

That seems to describe it very well.

I like to feel that out of the comradeship
of the grest armies that are fighting in this
war will be born a new factor : & factor
for good, which will be a powerful influen-
co In the difficult days that will lla shead
when the fighting Is over.

We must see 1o it that this will be so.

On your behalf | send our greetings to our
comrades serving In other thestres of war.
There are many of our friends In Africa, in
laly, In Indla, In Burma, and in other pla-
ces ; 1o all of them we send our best wishes,
and to the many thousends who garrison
and maintain the Bnes of communication
throughout the world.

‘We salute our comrades in the Royal Navy
and the Merchant Navy, and in the RAF.;
we soldiers know well that without their
elforts we could have achieved IRtle.

We send irlendly greeting to the soldiers of
the Allied nations Aghting with us,

And to our families and friends in the home

Countries we send a very special word of
Preeting.

| have often wished "Good luck” to sol-
diers,

I do 50 now to "SOLDIER",




As a politician, I am acutely aware
of the value of good communi-
cation, and with a background in
the publishing world I am an
ardent supporter of the written
word. Good communication
through the written word is the
lifeblood of large organisations.
Hence the importance of ‘house
journals’; hence the importance of
SOLDIER. But SOLDIER, of
course, is much more than a ‘house
journal’; it is part of the Army’s
tradition, part of its fabric.

I am particularly impressed by
the magazine’s unbroken record
of publication over 40 years and
the quality of content and presen-
tation that has been maintained.
SOLDIER has a reputation beyond

Message from the Secretary of State for
Defence Rt Hon Michael Heseltine, MP

the Army, of course, and indeed
one that stretches beyond these
shores. It is something of which

you can be proud.

Whether one is serving, retired
or wholly civilian, if one reads the
latest issue then reads an issue of
20 years ago, one has a true feel for
what makes or made the Army tick.
Itis a rare and living barometer of
an historic but dynamic organis-
ation.

Of course, the Army you write
about and picture — and picture
with excellent photographs — ticks
like a precision instrument; now,

celebrates 40th anniversary

as always, a national asset of
tremendous worth. But it is a
precision instrument with a human
face and this, I think, is what
SOLDIER constantly brings out
so successfully. I am always struck
by the humour and the humanity
of our armed forces. That the
Army is able to display such
attributes while operating so
effectively deserves our pride and
our gratitude. Not many nations
feel so warmly about their Army
as we do.

SOLDIER is part of the bridge
of understanding and mutual
respect which binds Army and
nation. Let us all hope that it spans
the next 40 years as vigorously as
the last.

There will be several 40th anni-
versaries this year associated with
the end of World War 2. Never-
theless the 40th anniversary of
SOLDIER is very special.
SOLDIER formsa living bridge
between the victorious British
Army of 1945 and the lean, fit all-
professional army of which I have
the honour to be the professional

head today. Go back along that .

bridge and flick through the pages
of past issues of SOLDIER and you
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gain a vivid and detailed impres-
sion of the life and times of the
Army during four momentous
decades.

The hardship of Korea; the bitter
emergencies of Cyprus, Kenya,
Malaya, Aden, and Suez; con-
frontation with Indonesia; our
superb victory in the Falklands;
and, for the last fifteen years, the
tragedy of NorthernIreland —it’s
all there, most often reported in
the words of the men and women
(our colleagues in arms) who, in
large or small measure, made
history.

But those pages not only contain
the drama of the big stage. One
marvels at all the other things
which have involved the Army — be
they hurricane relief in British
Honduras (now Belize); climbing
Annapurna or Everest; building
anything from a road in Thailand
to an airfield in Shetland; playing
bagpipes before the boisterous
populace of Bogota or the more
inscrutable enthusiasts of Tokyo;
exercises in nearly every corner of
the globe; and nearer home, in the
United Kingdom, refuse collecting,
fire fighting, flood relief et al. The
list could run on page after page;
and that’s before you touch on the
distinguished post-war history of
the Territorial Army and the Cadet
Forces, and all the other organ-
isations associated with the Army.

SOLDIER has been around the
Army longer than nearly every one
of us now serving. It is an
institution in the best possible
sense. You would recognise certain
similarities between the 1945
SOLDIER and this issue, just as
you would recognise certain simi-
larities between the actual soldiers
of 1945 and ourselves. But
SOLDIER magazine has changed
enormously, and in doing so has
reflected the rapid and vast change
in the Army itself.

Our uniform, equipment and

weapons are very different for a
start (although we still wear
berets!). We are much smaller now
that conscription is a distant

memory, reflecting our enor-
mously changed role from peace-
keepers on a vast worldwide scale,
as Britain resolved her post-war
colonial difficulties, to an Army
which is dedicated in the main to
NATO and the defence of the
United Kingdom.

Some things have not changed,
thank goodness, and the astute
reader of SOLDIER will sense the
strands that bind us to the Army
that the magazine wrote about in
its formative years.

The most obvious strand is our
presence on the Rhine. We had just
arrived in 1945. We are there yet.
Over the years the presence of
BAOR, now accepted as one of the
best armies in the world, has been
a corner-stone of stability in
Europe — deterrence actively and
hard at work, 24 hours a day, 365
days a year, for 40 years: 40 years
of peace.

Another very important strand
is the spirit of the Army. That, I
like to think, has not changed
either. Be it expressed in Regi-
mental tradition; in our particular
way of doing things, in the special
relationship between all ranks, in
dress, mascots or whatever, it
forms a solid chain back to our
proud past. Of course the chain
stretches back hundreds of years
beyond the birth of SOLDIER but
is particularly remarkable in that
it has survived the enormous
vicissitudes of the post-war period,

when so many other of our national
institutions have changed beyond
recognition, not always for the
better!

What of the Army today? Well, I
think it is in fine heart. I mentioned
the Falklands — that campaign
speaks for itself, and the whole
world has heard and understood
the message. Exercise Lionheart
last year was another visible
demonstration of the efficiency,
well-being, get up and go and
superb equipment that all charac-
terise the Army of the *80s.

It’s a fact of life that the Army is
— and will continue to be — asked
to do more and more with less and
less. That we are able time and
time again to produce the goods is
the true mark of our worth. That
is not to say that we do not have a
lot going for us. We have some
superb equipment coming on
stream. We have, in my view,
superb officers and men. Morale
is as high as it’s ever been.

Motivation, after all, is what it’s
all about. At the end of the day the
Army and SOLDIER magazine
both centre on people. All those
events in all those pages in all those
copies of SOLDIER since 1945 are
crowded with soldiers, like our-
selves, who believed in the Army,
who were fulfilling their duty to
the best of their ability and who
were great people.

I think SOLDIER magazine is
great too, and always has been.
Long may it reflect the way we
are. My hope is that in the year
2005 a future CGS in congratu-
lating SOLDIER on its 60th -
anniversary may read these words
and say: much has changed but
much more, the really important
things, are the same.

Soon, like countless others in
those past pages of SOLDIER, I
shall leave the Army. SOLDIER
will stay and with'it a little bit of
every one of us, past and present.

Editorial, photographic, advertising and circulation enquiries should be addressed to SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, ALDERSHOT, Hants. GLI112DU
(phone Aldershot [0252] 24431, military network Aldershot Military). SOLDIER is published by the Ministry of Defence and printed by Greenaway

Harrison Web Offset Division, 555 Sutton Road, Southend-on-Sea, Essex. Crown copyright 1985



Monty agreed — and SDIER was born!

OLDIER made its 20-

page debut as the maga-

zine of the British Libera-

tion Army 40 years ago on
19 March, 1945, being published
in Brussels.

Since then it has had seven
editors, four changes of address
and its first Editor-in-Chief was
Colonel Sean Fielding, pre-Fleet
Street, who headed an all-military
staff of 40 including three drivers,
four packers and a cook! There
was even an office in Hamburg.

Launched and selling at two-
and-a-half Belgian Francs and 13
Dutch cents the magazine, com-
plete with clothed but leggy pin-
up, was rushed to the ‘“Tommies’

SOLDIER. . . 40 YEARS OLD

of the BLA then preparing to
assault the Rhine.

It was the only magazine, unlike
others, to be produced officially
for the British Army as a whole.

The idea of SOLDIER was
conceived by the late Colonel
Fielding and Lieutenant Colonel
Philip Youngman Carter, a sun-
drenched continent away, in the
Western Desert in 1941-42.

In his foreword to the first issue
which rolled off the Brussels
presses, the Colonel wrote: “It was
conceived by me with FACT as its
title and that conception put into
‘dummy’ form by Youngman
Carter and me in Baghdad and
Cairo in 1943. The ‘dummy’ was

A Print Order — to be carried out!

I have been a reader of
SOLDIER for close on 40 years
now and whilst reading through
the January issue of 1985 suddenly
realised just how long ago it was
when the material for the first copy
of SOLDIER was not just
something I had toread to pass the
time away, but instructions on a
Print Order which had to be carried
out and the result produced on the
date the customer required it.

The authorisation for the pro-
duction of SOLDIER had been
obrained from higher authority and
arrived with the copy at Printing
& Stationery Directorate RASC,
Avenue Louse, Brussels in early
1945, where it was blessed and
passed on down to the two Printing
Units under command and work-

* ing in Brussels.

I am unable to remember the
specifications on the Print Order,
as it is a long time ago and I must
have read a few thousand since
then, but one point remains in my
mind that the magazine SOLDIER

. should be produced similar to the
pre 1939 Picture Post and that a
pin-up should appear on the back
cover.

It was decided that the two
Units should work together on this
task, and for all they were very
different to each other in their type
of work, they were all Printers.

The largest of the two was No
2 GHQ Printing Press which was
commanded by Major Peatman. It
had a strength of over 150 men
and was capable of taking over large
printing works and producing
litho, letterpress, bookbinding etc;
this was the type of set up they
had in Brussels.

The other Unit was 10 Special
Heavy Mobile Printing unit RE
of which I was OC. It was very
much smaller in numbers but was
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a Mobile Field Unit with all of its
printing machinery and equipment
on vehicles and specialising in high
speed printing.

It was the first printing unit in
Europe having landed on Gold
Beach Normandy on 23 June
1944, where it started printing 21
Army Group General Orders,
several million Surrender Passes
and leaflets for the Americans and
British to stock up their phycho-
logical units, and a great number
of other tasks.

It was found that the type of
press required to run the SOL-
DIER magazine was not held by
either of the two Units, therefore
a Belgian printing works in
Brussels holding this type of press
was requisitioned.

The personnel of both units and
the Belgian machine minders
worked together on SOLDIER as
ateam and two people stand out in
my memory. They were Staff Sgt
Brinkley of 10 Heavy Mobile RE
who was an outstanding com-
mercial artist, also CSM Jones of
2 GHQ Press RASC who was
works manager, both of whom took
a part in the production of the
magazine.

There were three editions prin-
ted and they seemed to be a success,
Staff Sgt Brinkley and myself were
asked if we would care to transfer
over to the SOLDIER unit, but
we declined as we were both very
keen on 10 Heavy Mobile, having
been founder members of the unit.

At the end of March 1945 10
Heavy Mobile moved forward by
stages and printed its way into
Germany, arriving at the UFA
Film Studio Potsdam for work on
the Potsdam Conference.

Major R H GLUE MBE RE
(retd) Stowmarket,
Suffolk.

Field Marshal Montgomery sur-
rounded by men of The Black
Watch prior to crossing the Rhine
(see page 14).

brought to England in 1944 and I
hawked it round the War Office
but found no takers.”

But his dogged ‘hawking’ was
to pay off. For in December of
that year Colonel Archie Chisholm,
then head of AWS 3, was told to
produce a plan for an Army
magazine for BLA.

He was further urged by the
Adjutant-General, Sir Ronald
Adam, who had consistently
pushed Army newspapers and
magazines on a high level.

The project was finally agreed
by no less than ‘Monty’. Extra staff
was grafted on to AWS 3 and a
small BLA establishment was
centred on Brussels.

Ironically, the title SOLDIER
was taken from a similar project
planned years before in the War
Office by a Mr A E Williams of
ABCA and Major General Harry
Willans, then Director of Army
Welfare. It had been shelved for
varying reasons.

The first number was printed
in Brussels where, according to
Colonel Fielding, the ‘presiding
genius’ was a Major ‘Andy’
Anderson who built up the BLA
editorial, printing, distribution and
sales organisation,

Early issues — the first two were
free — bore the tag BLA with the
intention of printing the magazine
simultaneously in various theatres.
Thereafter, subscribers had to pay
for it.

Full colour facilities came to the
magazine on | September 1945,
using machines on which the
highly-successful German forces
Signal was produced. By then,
Major Ernest Turner was the
Editor.

Colonel Fielding — later Editor
of Tatler — in his foreward to the
historic first edition with its
skyward-looking paratrooper on
the front cover, concluded on notes
of optimism — and pessimism.

He wrote: “Very shortly now
most of the people who founded,
edited, produced and distributed
SOLDIER will be out of the Army
and the magazine wilk be turned
over to the Rhine Army as their

sole property. They are very
fortunate people since they are
getting the best thing of its kind
produced by an Army in this war
— and I do not except Yank.”

He was off target in his con-
cluding remarks when he obser-
ved: “It was fully intended that
SOLDIER should remain as the
permanent magazine for the
British Army; but this had been
found impossible.” .

The facts, happily, spoke for
themselves in the following four
decades.

In summary, the Colonel said:
“SOLDIER magazine forms an
integral and very important part
of the history of Army newspapers
and magazines and you can, with
some pride, state that you were
among those who made it.”

Terms of editorial policy have,
of course, changed over the years.
Then, SOLDIER was sponsored
by Army Welfare and while its

common aim was to tell the Army

about the Army — as it does today
— the magazine sought to keep
the soldier informed on demob
plans and civvy street prospects.
Sales boomed. .. 110,000 copies.

Over the years, SOLDIER has
had its ‘scoops’. The magazine was
the first to tell the story of World
War 2 frogmen... details of
Operation Sea Lion (Hitler’s plans
for invading Britain)... and re-
tracing the North-West Europe
campaign from the Normandy
Beaches to Liineburg Heath.

The war behind it, the maga-
zine’s editorial offices moved first
to Eaton Square, SW1, in Lon-
don’s Belgravia in 1953, then a
warehouse in Holloway, temporary
accommodation in Clayton Bar-
racks, Aldershot, and, in recent
years, to Parsons House in the
garrison town.

As we mark our milestone in
this issue, the first edition of
SOLDIER had reports on the
Reichswald battle, an appreciation

of Hitler’s three inner ‘fortresses’
to stave off final defeat, details on
release schemes, pithy anecdotes
in paragraph form from around
the war zones worldwide, a profile
of painter William Russell Flint,
the Royal Academician, footballer
Eddu: Hapgood’s “worst moment”
in the sport, an account ofthe
marrlcd families club, letters,
back cover devoted to ‘Winnie’ at
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the Siegfried Line and, of course,

the pin-up, Miss Ida Lupino. -

On the front cover, ‘Monty’ gave

astirring, morale-boosting message
of imminent victory to our soldiers
and was the first official ‘top brass’
and VIP to become a SOLDIER
well-wisher for the future.

SOLDIER, too, has proved to
be a survivor against economic
odds over the years. ‘Monty’ would
have been proud.




WHEN SOLDIER first appeared
— in Brussels, in that heady Spring
of 1945 — the biggest pincer
movement in history was closing.
British and American troops were
across the Rhine, the Russians were
moving up on Vienna and Berlin.

By the time the fifth issue of
SOLDIER (then a formightly) had
appeared, Hitler was dead. Came
VE-Day — and nowhere better to
celebrate it than in Belgium’s
capital.

The thirteenth issue had news
of Hiroshima. By then SOLDIER
was preparing to print in Hamburg,
a city with a distinct look of
Hiroshima about it.

The Army had done its job and
its stock was high. Indeed, it was a
machine to arouse pride and
wonder. It was like one of those
Swiss knives with a weapon for
every conceivable purpose. “‘Any-
body can do anything.”

So the British soldier cleaned
up the death camp of Belsen,
welcomed freed prisoners of war,
fed and housed Displaced Persons,
ran railways ands ports, patrolled
the Rhineland cities he had already

Former Editors recall the old days. AR
WHAT AN ARMY
IT WAS!

E S TURNER was in the Royal Artillery when he joined the
magazine in Brussels and was third Editor, 1946-1957

garrisoned in the Twenties, de-
stroyed dumps, blew up flak towers
and U-boat pens.

The Army had become heirtoa
wealth of “‘real estate”” — barracks,
fortresses, castles, palaces, grand
hotels, theatres.

On shores, mountains and
islands it had leave camps and rest
camps. Beyond the Alps it was the
same story: NAAFI had a palace
on the Grand Canal in Venice
(where the Army set the gondoliers’
prices).

SOLDIER’s pages reflected the
pride and rivalry of the divisions
which had slogged their way across
three continents. While old battles
were being refought, the secrets of
the war came tumbling out, a great

source of grist to the magazine:
tales of frogmen and private armies,
of PLUTO (Pipe Line Under The
Ocean), FIDO (Fog, Intensive
Dispersal Of), artificial moonlight,
inflatable decoy tanks, rocket-
operated ramps, radio proximity
fuses, “funnies” of every kind.

None goggled at this stuff more
than SOLDIER’s writers who, like
most men in uniform, had hitherto
seen only their own small corner
of the war.

Goggling was all very well, but
the mood that summer was “Roll
on, demob” and there was a loud
call for news of release and
resettlement.

What an Army it was! The
British soldier stood not only on

the Rhine and Danube, but on the
Tiber, the Nile, the Jordan, the
Euphrates, the Ganges.
Gradually the “forgotten” garri-
sons were called home, the vast
dumps dispersed. One by one the
trouble-spots subsided, even as

others came to the boil.

The Army had to be reshaped
and retrained for its new peacetime
role.

It was a great running story —
and it was a great privilege to be
telling it. And of all climactic
summers, the summer of 1945 was
the one to remember.

I SINCERELY hope (having just
joined the Ancient
Dodderers — cut-price haircuts,
hop-on-a-bus free (Saturdays
only), Christmas goodies from the
village and not forgetting a caring
Government’s bread-upon-the-
waters £10 bonus, tax-free but
smartly whipped back twofold one
way or another) I shall still be
around in another ten years. And

Order of

I hope SOLDIER will be still
around too so that we can all
celebrate its golden jubilee.
SOLDIER’s future has been
continually threatened since its first
issue on 19 March 1945. Looking
back on 17 years as editor, I wrote
in my ‘farewell’ editorial, ‘. . . there

have been brief spells of plain

Stories there for taking

SOLDIER, believe it or not, once
had offices in Brussels and
Hamburg. Editor of the Hamburg
office from 1945 until 1953,
“bureau chief’, as it were in
modern parlance, was Captain
John Grove of the all-Army
production staff of 10 soldiers
supported by about 20 Germans.

Mr Grove, now 70, became
Editor in the mid-50s until 1962.
Before the war he had been a
reporter on the Middlesex

Chronicle at Staines.

" Living quietly in Hampshire
where he retired from professional
life in 1975 as Controller of
Publications for the Post Office,
Mr Grove said: “I was a founder
member of SOLDIER and started
out as a reporter in uniform. Our
area was the whole of Europe and
later I became involved with
printing and distribution of the
magazine as well as editorial.

“In Germany we had tremen-
dous problems of production
because of the shortage of news-
print. We were one of the very
first to go over to full colour.

“In those days there was so
much activity going on in the Army
particularly. You hadn’t got to

JOHN GROVE, pictured during his
spell as Editor mid-50s until 1962.

search for stories. They were there
for the taking.

“We used to doa lot of travelling
abroad. Places like Nepal and
Australia. I enjoyed the Army and
working on SOLDIER. There
were the good and bad times like
any other job. I would be a fool to
say I enjoyed it throughout the
war though I did enjoy the
comradeship.

He continued: “I felt, on
SOLDIER, it was a worthwhile
job doing things which separated
them from their homes and kept
families in touch.

“When I edited the magazine
the Army was going through a very
bad time in a sense; an Army which
was being reduced rapidly and I
well remember that during that
time the awful business of infantry
regiments being amalgamated.”

'The chequered years of trauma. ..

sailing but for the most part it has
been a constant struggle to
maintain standards and to operate
commercially within the frame-
work of an official publication.’

In retrospect, rapid solutions
might have emerged had the
magazine ever failed to appear —
but professionally this was un-
thinkable. It weathered the lot.

All of which was simply due toa
hard-worked staff whose dedica-
tion and loyalty were rarely
appreciated (though in this busi-
ness everyone knows there are a
thousand brickbats to every
bouquet). There were no strikes,
no demarcation quibbles. There
were times when the whole staff
turned to loose-inderting or packing
the magazine; there was the move
from London to temporary accom-
modation in Aldershot, closing
down on Friday afternoon, working
voluntarily all weekend to set up
stall, reopening as usual on
Monday morning.

Only half the 20 staff went to
Aldershot, leaving new (and fewer)
people to be trained; of those who
moved, this editor, with then a
mere 14 years’ service, lagged well
behind advertisement manager
Ken Pemberton Wood, artist
Frank Finch, Reg Le Beau
(SOLDIER’s unflappable packing
chief) and photographer Arthur
Blundell. Both Ken Wood and
Frank Finch joined (still in
uniform) within a few months of
the magazine’s birth and each
served it for 30 years plus before
retiring. Frank and Arthur Blun-
dell headed their respective
seniority lists by decades. ,°

So they came and they went.

PETER N WOOD, pictured in the
jungles of Malaya in 1960 — Peter
was the fifth and longest serving
editor (1962-79) and is now back
in his native West Riding.

Nor could any photographer
who teamed up with him forget
another deputy editor, George
Hogan, who with 27 years’ Army
service from boy bandsman in 1918
to major in the siege of Malta came
to SOLDIER from the disbanded
British Army News Service (as did
former readers’ letters ‘Auntie
Mabel’ and museums columnist
John Jesse). Army habits die hard;
out on ‘safari’ — and that, at age
68, included Northern Ireland —
George would still get up at five
and make his own bed (in an
hotel!).

It was Les Wiggs who declared
he would move on after four or five
years (he is_now SOLDIER’s
oldest inhabitant), who took one
of the magazine’s best-ever pic-
tures, an award-winning shot of
an old lady being carefully lifted
into a DUKW during floods.

Five years on, the newspaper
has been and gone and SOLDIER
is now the fortnightly magazine I
seem to remember advocating years
ago.

More dark days ands threats of
extinction may well lie ahead but I
firmly believe SOLDIER will
march on — so here’s to that golden
jubilee!
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For self drive self catering holidays from Germany
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self catering from England to France and Spain.
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Telephone: 051-652 1506/7.
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ZIPPO LIGHTERS
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The original petrol
windproof lighters.

Guaranteed for life or
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Delivered duty paid UK
or duty free overseas.
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For full details complete the coupon below and send to:

W A INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD., 36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W.1.
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4 door Saloon. 5 door Hatchback. 2 door Coupé. 1983 Japanese Car of the Year. 2

different engine sizes, 1600 cc and 2.0 litre. 2.0 litre produces 102 bhp at 5600 rpm.

5 speed gearbox. 4 wheel independent suspension with electronic variable shock

absorbers standard on the 2 door Coupé. 3 waveband stereo radio/cassette and 9 way

adjustable driver'sseaton GLX models. .34 drag coefficientforthe 2 doorCoupé.0.35
forthe 5 door Hatchback.0.36 forthe 4 doorSaloon.12 month warranty. 2,500 quality

control checks. 200 dealers in the U.K. 900 dealers in Germany. 1st service free.

rs (UK Limited reserve the right troduce at any time alterations in design or construction. changes of detail. equipment or accessories

For more information on the 626 and the entire range, just post the coupon. Please send me details on
323 Range [ 626 Range [J 323 & 929 Estate Cars [0 RX7 O Commercial Vehicles O
(Tick box required)

Name & Rank Address_ o R

 MAZDAEXPORT
_ Driveabetter bargain

Tel. No. (Military) P

NAZDA APPOINTED AGENTS: SHELTON EXPORT CARS, 174 KINGSTON ROAD, HULL NORTH HUMBERSIDE HU10 6BR.




The Ultimate Tailoring Service
for the Services

The bes! materials are made to measure in our
own workrooms 1o give you the linest quality
tailoring. Qur personal measuring service
assures you of perfection. That's the ulti-
mate tailoring service from Uniformal
. Service Dress. Army Day Shirts. Mess
j Dress, Dress Shitts. Miniature
medals and a host of other mili-
tary and civilian wear

All at compelitive prices and free

YOUR

SECOND

: * credit inlo the bargain For
'. . complele defails. just wrile
.~ or phone. stating your name,
) address and details of your
o requirements

L]
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]
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®s
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ON ALL UNIFORMS AND CIVILIAN WEAR
. FILL IN THE COUPON OR PHONE FOR DETAILS

I nName ...
| Address .
Please give telephone no. . ..........oooviniininnennnn
Requirements

:CHALLENGING
AS YOUR

For complete details phone your local  Minden Sales Office open daily. l
agent either in UK or our Sales Office in -~ 9am-4.30pm. Tel: 0571 4006/.
Minden. Qur representative will call at
All written communications direct to  your convenience. I
Head Office.

I Van Dungie House
I Meynell Ave,

Rothwell,
| UNIF’RMAL
\ (0532 826102)

‘WOVEN )

AT

MILITARY

ATLLLLTLLLTLTLNLULUULUROOOOURNOORRN 4

AUV

e Available inblack on khakior
blue on white-min.quantity-6
e Sew-0n/FasttoDry Cleaning
eMaximum number of , woff
letters-18 including qu.ges(
eDelivery-4Weeks AA%f
¢ £395 per 6 including;
post & packing

o

FORFURTHERDETAILS |
CONTACT- ;

Recruiting Officer, J&J CashLtd. . W
Kent Police Headquarters, Sutton Road, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9BZ. Torringe;sonAve. tf\}C\M = k.

Maidstone (0622) 65432 Tel:0203 466466 Telex31397
L

for details contact




= Camels still
plodding!

THANKS TO Barmy the Camel,
the Roval Green Jackets four-man
expedition — Jordanian Ride — is
still plodding its way across the
- timeless sands (see page 23).
~ For as expedition leader, Capiain
- Charles Blackmore, 3 RG] pens in his
third despatch: “Barmy is our main
source of amusement. He is our
- favourite camel, nicknamed that way
- because he is! He has a split lip and
often gallops in the wrong direction
with a perturbed rider on his back.”
“All four ships-of-the-desert were
weary and the men themselves had
become accustomed to the rigours of
the desert and the Bedouin way of life.
Their highest hopes, said the
despatch, had not been realised, the
*odd night in the warmth of a Bedouin
~ tent and large meals.”
~ Thethird despatch had been handed
in at a police post in baking heat, a
. small fort in the desert established by
‘General Sir John Glubb — Glubb
Pasha — in the 30s and 40s.
The weather turned against the camel
_ trekkers with biting winds cutting into
~ their faces along their flint and rock
route.
Meanwhile. ..

Barmy the Camel

keeps their spirits high. The men were -

due to return to the UK on March 17.

FALKLANDS

TV BOOST
: TROOPS IN th: Falklands will, next
- -ycar, be able to see their favourite TV

~ programmes within days of their UK
screening in a £325,000 scheme
~ mounted by the Services Sound and

Vision Corporation (SSVC).
It will be operated from the Mount
- Pleasant airfield and details of the
- scheme were announced by Mr John
- Stanley, Minister for the Armed
Forces in a Commons written reply.
It is unlikely that the TV service
will reach those personnel serving in
the remoter parts of the islands.

®
Soldier
“murdered
A NORWEGIAN civilian has been
- charged with the murder of Bombardier
Alan Douglas, 27, of 92 Locating
-~ Regiment, RA, who was in Norway
~ taking part in Exercise Hardfall.
- The shooting took place at a private
‘house in Verdal near Trondheim and

Bombardier Douglas was off-duty at
the time of the incident.

Tercentenary

WE MADE abitofan error (sorry}in

placing all the Tercentenary celebra-
tions of the Queen’s Own Hussars in
_ Birmingham. The correct programme

should read:

May .

14: The Queen’s Own Hussars at

Catterick for the presentation of a new

Guidon by their Colonel-in-Chief, the

Queen Mother. There will be a

Regimental lunch for 1,000 followed

by a fete.

15: Display at Catterick of 300 years

WHEN Lieutenant Commander
Clive Waghorn, RN, fell into a

‘crevasse on Brabant Island, it was

the quick reaction of 22-year-old
Lance Corporal Kerry Gill, Royval
Signals, that saved him from
certain death.

What began as an adventure
training trek on the Antarctic island
— where temperatures fall to
minus 40 degrees centigrade —
has now ended in relief all round,
Waghorn’s leg in plaster and
showers of congratulations for both.

Gill of 4th Armoured Division
HQ and Signal Regiment, Her-
ford, West Germany had just skied
over an ice bridge crossing the

-crevasse on the last day of a four-

day trek back to their base,

Waghorn, who was roped to Gill,
followed. But when half way across
the bridge collapsed and the
Commander fell dragging Gill with
him.

As the officer fell a large chunk
of ice fell on him breaking a leg.

RESCUE

Dragged backwards Gill jammed
himself across the top of the
crevasse and stayed there until
pulled clear by their two com-
panions. Then started a five-day
wait for rescue. The alarm was
raised when their friends reached
base and set tbe rescue into
operation.-

But neither Gill nor Waghorn
had any idea whether the other
two had reached base safely.

With sufficient food and fuel
for 15 days, they fully expected to
be marooned that long in their little
tent because of the dreadful
weather.

Freezing cold and in a lot of
pain, Waghorn was kept cheerful
by the young signaller.

They chatted, told jokes, drank
tea and read to pass the time. All
the while, unknown to them Navy

SIGNALS HERO IN BRABANT-f'-?

rescue ships HMS Endurance and
RFA Olna were battling through
gales towards the 37-mile long
island, which is the subjectof the
two-year Joint Service Expedition.

Speaking on BBC radio from
the RFA Oina Corporal Gill said:
**Someone had to stay with Clive.

Because I had fallen when he

plunged into the crevasse, and my
fitness wasn’t 100 per cent, I was
the obvious choice.

“We talked of home and what
we had done before and learned a
bit more about each other.”

He added: “We also talked about
what would happen if help didn’t
come in a certain time.”

But after five days the weather
improved sufficiently for Sea
Kings to fly in with a doctor and
three Royal Marines to winch the
pair to safety.

of QOH with period uniforms,
exhibitions and various armoured
vehicles. -

17: QOH in Birmingham to accept
Freedom of the City.

There was also a little printing
confusion (11 March) about the
celebrations of The Prince of Wales’s
‘Own Regiment of Yorkshire. These
will take place mainly on 21-22 June at
Imphal Barracks, York, with the band
and drums playing in six freedom towns
between 20-26 June, and not in July as
also mentioned.

Additional Tercentenary dates:
August
17: 3 Royal Anglian Regimental Day
in Minden,

September

6: 2 Royal Anglian exercise the
Freedom of Boston and Grantham.
T: 2 Royal Anghan exercise the Freedom
of Lincoln.

8:2 Royal Anglian exercise the Freedom

of Cleethorpes and Grimsby.

Music ‘feast’

OUT pens and diaries, you music

lovers, and make a note for June
21 and 22 when more than 2,000
military musicians will be blowing
their hearts out in the 1985 Military
Musical Pageant at Wembley
Stadium.

With more than 40 bands from
the British Army and guest bands
from Nato countries and the USA
taking part in the biennial musical
extravaganza, it is claimed by

_producer Major Michael Parker

— ex 10th Hussars — to be “‘the
biggest band show in the world.”
Allin aid of the Army Benevolent

Fund, it will be under the batonof

Lieutenant Colonel Duncan Beat,

Director of Music at Kneller Hall.
The show will open with massed

fanfare trumpeters and will include

a spectacular musical tribute by
the 2,000 musicians to those
regiments which are 300 yearsold
this year. i
The second half of the pageant
will be a celebration of 40 years of

peace since the end of the 1939-45

war.
Cavalry, cannon, light infantry,
vehicles and equipment of the war
will be featured against an exciting,
noisy background of fireworks.
The show will end on a nostalgic
note with the audience singing

along with war-time Forces

favourite Vera Lynn.

Trigon

“JOIN THE PROFESSIONALS NOW"
SPECIALISTS IN TAX-FREE EXPORT CAR SALES
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Military Export Sales
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UJ chief
heads

for the
good life

When Lewis Moulton clears
his desk for the last time
as secretary of the Union
Jack Club he will be
heading west for Ireland,
barely a quarter of a mile
from Scotland!

At atiny village in Wiltshire,
Lewis and his wife Dorothy
will be setting up their
retirement home in a cottage
once occupied by lIrish
weavers. Hence the name
of the village.

Just up the road Scottish
weavers did their thing in
bygone days and their area
was named Scotland

Now Lewis, after 18 years
atthe UJ, opposite London's
Waterloo station, is going 1o
the west country to play golf
and bowls and, in his spare
time, grow camellias.

“There's just one prob-
lem,"” said Lewis, “the soil in
those parts has too much
lime to grow camellias. So
I'll just have to bung 'em in
pots.’

A former Grenadier he

joined the 1st Battalion in

1938

In 1943 he joined the 6th
Battalion in North Africa,
before moving to ltaly to
combine with the US 5th
Army

When Suez came alongin
1956 Lewis found himself
heading for Egypt. “But we
got only as far as Malta
before the whole thing was
over

Forsevenyears heranthe
senior boys' club at Eton
College before joining the
Union Jack as accountant.

GOOD LIFE

A few years ago he took
over as secretary. Now, at
66, he's calling it a day and
heading for the good life.

He leaves with optimistic
hopes for the club’s future.
“Room occupancy this year
is up on last year, and it's
pretty certain that the Way
Ahead Committee, which will
steer the club into the next
century, will be giving serious
thought to opening up mem-
bership to officers,” he said.

While welcoming this pos-
sible move, Lewis said he
was convinced that the
future of the UJ lay in
attracting ex-Servicemen
and women as members

‘There are millions of them
and we are expanding this
area as fast as we can.”

But he added: "'Priority will
always be given ‘to the
Serviceman and his family.
After all, that's what the
Union Jack Club is all about.”

10

MORE WORK!

It extra work makes people
smile, then these seven
' SSAFAladies have some-
thing to smile about.

From now on they will also
be known as area social
workers. This means they
will be able to give help
and advice on all social
matters affecting Army
families in the UK.

Said Pauline Bibby, director
of SSAFA nursing and
social work service: “They

will advise commanding

officers and district and
garrison staffs on difficult
cases and new domestic
legislation concerning care
and adoption, which may
affect Service families.”
They will also help Army
welfare assistants and
contribute to the training
of other welfare workers,
Putting on the smiles at the
prospect are (back row left
10 right}: Mrs Rae Swind-

ley, Tidworth; Mrs lris
Throp, assistant director
SSAFA social work UK,

I's just something extra
to smile about

SSAFA LADIES WITH SOMETHING TO SMILE ABOUT: swfalmlsm

Wams,BuHor ;
Brown, Catteric
Sutton, Colche

Miss Carol Terry, Alder-
shot: Mrs Irene Piddock,
N. lreland; Mrs Triss

When

Horton, Sappers Robert Cockcroft
David Brett and Steve Todd (not
present), paddled the 125-mile non-
stop canoe race from Devizes to
Westminster, they clocked 1

Lance Corporal Lindsey

Sthand

Colone! Stewart Grainger, CRE 1st
Armoured Division, their certificates
for their marathon efforts

the race”
Engineer Regiment

Young medic’s
bravery award

When the hospital at Port
Stanley in the Falklands
caught fire, Lance Corporal
Neil Senior groped his way
through dense smoke and
flames to rescue two old
ladies.

Now Neil, of 3rd Armoured
Field Ambulance in BAOR,
has received a commen-
dation for bravery and dis-
tinguished conduct. His
parents flew to Germany for
the ceremony.

Sappers
collect
rver race
tribute

“We spent six weeks training for
said Lindsey of 21

Inset: Captain Simon Temple.
canoeing officer, 21 Regiment RE.

20th positions out of 280 boats
They have now collected from

Staff Sergeant John Web-
ster, Army Catering Corps,
went down a slippery slope
to retirement on his last
day as master chef at
Rinnleiret Camp, the base
for Exercise Hardfall North.

He was towed out of the
camp on a pulk, a sledge
used for ski marches, by a
team of cooks who were able
to resist the temptation of
ending his journey in a snow
drift, and returned him rela-
tively unscathed in time for
the flight home

John only wentto Norway
— his fifth time there — to
help his replacement find his
way round the catering

system

In addition to the sledge
ride, John received a Nor-
wegian regimental plaque
from Lieutenant Colonel
Nagel Dahl, Trondelag Drag-
oniegi 3rd Regiment, and a
tankard from Major Michael
Helleland, the Norwegian G3
Training Hardfall, bearing the
regimental motto awarded
250 years ago “Plus tot
mourir que manquer a ton
devoir” (Rather die than fail
your duty).

The tankard at least should
be of some use, for John,
after 22 years in the Army,
14 with the Artillery, plans to
run a pub

SSGT WEBSTER, LT COL NAGEL DAHL: farewell time
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rEEg————
Major General Guy Watkins has

I relinquished his post as Master I

I Gunner Royal Artillery BAOR I

l He was ‘dined out' in the officers’ l
mess of 39 Heavy Regiment

| which he once commanded |

J
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CAP-DOFFING DEMO FOR DOLLY BIRD DEBBIE

There's nothing like a pretty face
to bring the best out in the lads. ..
And junior NCOs of 50 Missile
Regiment doff hats to show
Deborah Needham — she's Miss
Yorkshire Television — just how
chivalrous they can be.

Dolly bird Debbie, 20, was on a
goodwill visit to the BAOR-based
regiment, and earned their cour-
teous gestures after watching
the passing-out parade which
qualified them for their stripes.

gallantry, Debbie had a go at firing
a rifle, SMG and a pistol before
getting behind the wheel of an
eight-tonner and an APV

"It was lovely. | had lots of space
and could be really reckless,” she
said

Literally bowled over by such

PEOPLE

FAGES
and
PLAGES
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: Golf enthusiast Roger in hit-'n"-run title bid

Sergeanl Roger Sanders may
be laughing now, but come
10pm on 25 June he could be
wearing an even wider grin or
looking as dismal as a golf pro

‘who has just missed a 12-inch

putt.

For Roger, of the RCT Depot,
Aldershot, is out to break an official
world record

His aim is to play as many
rounds of golf as he can in 24
hours. “And | do mean proper

rounds of golf,” said Roger. “
gimmicks. | am out 1o beat lhe
world record of 22.5 rounds of
golf in 24 hours. | understand it
was set in Australia.”

To achieve his ambition —
which is in aid of the Army
Benevolent Fund and the Grand
Order of Water Rats — he is
concentrating on building up his
stamina

To this end he has clocked on
for weight training and running and

Gar blaze rescue wins top

German
award

Fast, life-saving work by two
gunners has earned them Ger-
many's highest civilian award
for bravery.

Bombardiers Kevin Ray and
Cliff Aitken of 5 Regiment Royal
Artillery, have been presented with
the North Rhine-Westphalia life-
saving medal and heaped with
praise for rescuing a three-year-
old boy from a blazing car

The car had crashed into an
Army vehicle and immediately
burst into flames

The child’s mother  suffering
from shock, managed to stammer

Bdr Clift Aitken

Bdr Kevin Ray

that her little son was still in the
blazing wreckage

Ignoring the flames the two
gunners scrambled through the
rear window to drag the boy to
safety

But it was a close call, as guests
at a special presentation in Celle
heard when the two soldiers
received their medals.

is in the process of "perfecting
the art of hitting a golf ball and
running at the same time." No
mean feat, as any weekend
hacker will confirm.

‘I'm keeping off golf at the
moment because | want to build
up staying power for this 24-hour
marathon,” said Roger, handicap
16, who opponents describe as
"“a bigger bandit than Dick Turpin.
He ought to wear a mask,” they
say

His plan is to start his round-
the-clock hit-"n'-runtitle bid at 10
pmon 24 June finishing the same
time the next day

“The days are long and the
nights short at that time of year
I'l be using luminous golf balls
which will be a tremendous help
once it gets dark.’'

To help him in his quest for
golfing immortality Roger will have
the assistance of 18 ball-spotters
with six reserves

They will place themselves
along the fairways — and the
rough — to locate his ball

"“If | do lose a ball then | simply
put another down and keep
going,” said Roger

Venue for his mammoth task is
the Army Golf Club, Aldershot, and
if members decide to play that
day, they should take heed that
Roger is to be “waved through”
every time he appears

SGT ROGER SANDERS: /aughing
now
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Efficiency earned Liz Terry
a BEM. Her admin skills were
noled when she was based
at Werl, BAOR. Now Liz, 25,
a sergean| with the AMP at
Bullord, commands a six-
man section and looks to the
wellare of eight WRAC girls
No wonder she's smiling

Sgt Liz Terry

11
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Crowning its success by becoming
the first car ever to win the coveted
London Design Centre award, Austin
Montego leads the way again with an
exciting new range of estates.

As motor cars, they're classically
handsome, crisply purposeful...and as
modern as the computer technology
that helped create them.

As goods carriers, they're superb.
With a cavernous 60 cubic feet load-
space and payload of 1190lbs, which
will swallow up everything you'll ever
need for those sporting weekends...
with room to spare.

Without doubt, they're the most
stylish, exciting estate cars ever.

Choose from three 1.6 litres and
two 2 litres.

Then buy your feature packed
Austin Montego Estate tax-free, from
Austin Rover Military Sales by Rankins.

Why wait until you're in Germany?

For more than 20 years we've led
the field, supplying top ranking Austin
Rovers to British Forces based in
Germany - at no-nonsense prices.

From our home base, we bring tax-
free benefits to Britain. Giving you the
chance to enjoy your tax-free car for
up to 12 months before posting, buy
in the knowledge that when you arrive
in Germany our British service team
will look after you, and benefit from

Supershield, Austin
Rover's armour-like anti-
corrosion warranty.
See for yourself how Rankins make
buying at home or overseas so easy.

We're now ready and waiting for

your tax-free orders!
No flak or hassle.

Our tax-free specialists take care of
all the paperwork, fill in all the forms,
and know all the angles. The only
decision you need make is: “Which new
car shall | buy?"

Need to talk terms?

Rankins can arrange really low-
interest, low-deposit finance at
exceptionally keen rates exclusive to

SUPERSHIELD

HM Forces and attached civilians on
posting to Germany. And, it's finance
that means no complications should
you return to the UK unexpectedly.

We outrank them all.

Don't be misled by others who
claim to offer an equal package. Our
20 years' expertise is our bond that
when it comes to what you pay and
the service you get, nobody outranks
Rankins.

You make the orders.

Can you really afford to buy until
you've spoken to us?

Just complete the coupen or pick
up the phone and we'll rush you full
facts — by return.

l Send to Rankins Ltd, FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR (no stamp required). |
Tel: (0367) 21225. Or in Germany, send to: Rankins, Druckerstrasse 17 I
4050 Moenchengladbach. Tel: 02166-129122. -

l Please rush me details on the following models e =
(country). Date reqd.
Rank . ==t Cpogly

| Forusein
Name
| Address

| Tel: Evening St Al T

AUSTIN ROVER MILITARY SALES

I

by Rankins |

N FVEN BETTER THAN TAX-FREE IS




SOLDIER to Soldier

HERE we are again — and this issue is rather
special, marking as it does our own 40th
anniversary.

We are pleased to be still providing a
magazine which we hope is both a reflection
of the modern British Army and a pleasure to
our readers, uniformed or not.

Compared with the senior regiments, we
are a very junior organisation and we have
many former staff members to thank for laying
the foundation of what is now very much a
part of the British Army.

* * *

IF YOU served with the Airborne Forces in
the war or have qualified as a parachutist and
served with Airborne Forces since 1946, play
golf and have a spare fiver, then membership
of the Pegasus Golfing Society is a must for
you.

For after years of dormancy — nobody
knows quite how long — the society is to be
resuscitated by Lieutenaant Colonel John
Williams.

Anxious to get cracking with the revival
and to see past and present Paras whistling
’em straight down the middle, the Colonel
said: “I’m looking for up to 300 members of
serving and ex-Servicemen to make up a good,
strong society.

“There will be no restrictions on rank, it
will be right across the board membership,
but all applicants must have a club handicap.”

While a revival of this sort entails much
work, Colonel Williams said that General Sir
Frank King, a former commander of 2 Parain
the late ’50s, has already accepted an invitation
to become the society’s President, and offers
of matches from all round the country had
been steadily coming in these past weeks.

Notable Para battle dates are likely to mark
the society’s future calender. “We’ll probably
hold our spring meeting to coincide with the
anniversary of the Rhine crossing, and our
autumn get-together will be around Arnhem

_ remembrance time,” said Colonel Williams.

But although the society has, to all intents
and purposes been a dead ‘“‘birdie” for a
number of years — although they have kept
one meeting going each year, that against Moor
Park GC — the Colonel hopes to see it soaring

_ like an “eagle” before the season is out.

See Mail Drop, Page 44 for Colonel
Williams® letter.

* » *

‘THIS has been 1st Battalion The Parachute
Regiment’s second season coping with the
Norwegian winter. They took over the
AMF(L) infantry battalion role from 1st
Battalion the Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment
of Yorkshire last year,

There is, of course, an enormous amount
for anyone to learn, getting their knees chilled
in the far north. But | Para have found the
time this year to get to know a little more
about the host community in the Voss district
of Norway, where they do most of their
training, and to let the local people know a
little more about them.

Spearheading the community relations
offensive was what is now called the
Regimental Band of the lst Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment, undertaking its first
important engagement since the reduction and
amalgamation of the Para bands late last year.

The band played six concerts (including
one special children’s concert in the Voss
cinema) and provided a musical background
at a reception for The Prince of Wales, who
was paying a visit as Colonel-in-Chief of The
Parachute Regiment.

Apart from the music — evidently very
well received — | Para also organised talks to
local schools and a free fall parachute display,
as well as taking the Norwegians on at football
and competing with them on a 30 kilometre
biatholon.

* * *

EDWARD Hall’s painting of Queen Elizabeth
The Queen Mother at an Army Board dinner
in December 1983 has been unveiled by The
Duke of Edinburgh. The venue on both
occasions was the State Apartments at the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea.

Edward Hall began his preliminary sketches
at the dinner, held in honour of the Queen
Mother and attended by 24 guests, including
the full Army Board. Among the guests at the
unveiling were the artist, the Austrian
Ambassador, Dr Reginald Thomas, and
General Johann Philipp, Commander of the
Austrian Army who was visiting the United
Kingdom as a guest of General Sir John
Stanier, Chief of the General Staff and one of
the hosts at the dinner.

Military and civilian members of the Army
Board attended the function, hosted by the
Minister of State for the Armed Forces, Mr
John Stanley.

* * *

DORTMUND is determined that its post-war
restoration as a vibrant, commercial city shall
not go unnoticed.

To that end, a festival of peace is being held
in Dortmund from May 8-11 and the British
Army Garrison there is planning to put on a
history of the British Army during the last 40
years. . . from 1945-85.

But to do it, the Garrison needs help and
is asking, through SOLDIER, for any
phetographs, newspaper cuttings, interesting
anecdotes and historical information for this
period.

If you have information for this period,
send it, please, to Major Mike Carter, DCOS,
HQ Dortmund Garrison, BFPO 20. Or, for
those verbal, off-the-cuff memories he can be
contacted at Dortmund Military extension
434,

* »* *

A TOTAL of 24,000 sailings are being operated
this year by leading forces car ferry operator,
Townsend Thoresen — the most intensive
schedule in the company’s 57-year history.

This gives British Forces a choice of up to
64 sailings a day on four convenient cross-
Channel routes, including the new Boulogne
to Dover service recently acquired by
Townsend Thoresen from P & O,

IDA Lupino, a film star adored by fighting
troops in World War 2, was the first pin-up
picture used in the pages of the first SOLDIER
40 years ago.

We are told Ida is alive and well and we
hope the picture brings back happy memories
for those who enjoyed her films.

She was the first of many pin-up pictures
to appear in SOLDIER, though we haven’t
used many in recent years. Which makes us
wonder if readers would welcome their return.

What do YOU think. Should we use pin-
ups? Your views please to the Editor — and
the address is on page 3.

Take the gamb!e out of Fund Raising with

FAN'I'AS'I'IC

Including full detalls of all prizes and offers

 LAKELAND ,

j-

[ INVESTMENTS 7~

1 & 2 Melbourne Street LEEDS LS2 7PS
Telex 557220 (Lakoin G}

Write or Phone LEEDS (0532)

e o8 (79 434230
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Soon after the first SOLDIER was printed,
some of ovur first readers had...

CROSSED THE RHINE!

@ N Friday 23 March
11945 the smoke dis-
! chargets, the source of
: @ the obnoxious fog over
a 25 mile stretch of the Rhine for
the previous ten days, were shut
off.

At 1800 hours the entire artillery
of the British Second and the
US Ninth Armies opened fire, their
shells and ‘magic carpets’ of rockets
passing over the heads of men
assembled on the west bank.

It was a breathtakingly fearful
but exhilarating experience offer-
ing a modicum of comfort in that
it would surely soften the enemy’s
capability and will to fight.

H-Hour for the 51st (Highland)
Division and a brigade of Canadian
infantry on the British Corps front
in the northern sector was 2100
hours.

Major General Thomas Rennie
was able to put four of his battalions
across the river in seven minutes
in Buffalo tracked amphibious
vehicles.

Waiting to meet the Highlanders
and Canadians were the 15th
Panzer Grenadier Division. to-
gether with the 6th and T7th
Parachute Divisions, elite troops
determined to sell the soil of the
Fatherland dearly.

It was a hard fought battle
around the riverside village of Rees
and some of the Highlanders were
cut off for a while by the paratroops
at the village of Speldorp. The
commander of the Highland
Division was killed.

This northern sector was to
prove the most difficult and costly
of the entire surface operation.

On the right of XII Corps sector
the 1st Commando Brigade, under
Brigadier Derek Mills-Roberts,
crossed the Rhine at 2200 hours. In
contrast to that of the Highlanders
to the north, the Commando
crossing went almost undetected
and they were able to infiltrate the
outskirts of Wesel, where the
Wehrmacht’s 180th Division was

ready to defend the town.

Fifteen minutes later two hun-
dred RAF Lancasters flew in and
‘neutralised’ the town.

The unbelievable ferocity of the
bombing of Wesel is something
remembered by those who wit-
nessed it.

The Commandos were so close
to the bombing that they narrowly
escaped destruction themselves
from the thousand tons of high
explosive that were dropped but,
attacking immediately, they were
able to take possession of almost all
of what was left while the surviving
defenders were still dazed.

The Commando Brigade its

et

command post only fifty yards
from where the Germans had their
headquarters; Major General
Deutsch, the commander, tried to
shoot it out from his garden but
was killed in the action.

The taking of Wesel was
achieved with the Commando
Brigade suffering 36 casualties.

Meanwhile, round Xanten the
15th (Scottish) Division, under
Major General Colin Muir Barber,
made ready to spearhead XII
Corps attack on the east bank.

It was with mixed feelings that
they set out over the Rhine.

Resistance turned out to be
nothing like that experienced by
the other Scottish division on the
left and fighting thrusts were
successfully made in the direction
of the Diersfordter Wald, a ridge
of relatively high wooded ground
through which ran the Wesel to
Rees road and where German
artillery batteries were hidden.

At Rheinberg to the south of
Wesel, the 30th and 79th Divisions
of XVI Corps, US Ninth Army,
crossed the Rhine on both sides of
the town.

The task of the 30th Division
was to strike eastward on an axis
parallel with the River Lippe which
joins the Rhine at Wesel, while
the 79th Division was to take the
small but important town of

Men of The Cheshire Regiment —
and the ruined Wesel railway
bridge. /WM.

Gordon nghhndmmaneemr "
the floodbank on their way to
crossing the Rhine. MoD.

Dinslaken three miles inland.
All American objectives were
achieved without major problems
and by dusk on Saturday evening
the US Corps Engineers had
bridged the Rhine with a 1,150ft
‘treadway’. .
Twelve bridges were in service
across the Rhine by the evening of
D-Day Plus Two (26 March), the
bridges at Wesel being built at a
remarkable speed despite the
hostile activities of snipers.
Prime Minister Winston Chur-
chill was with Field Marshals Alan
Brooke and Montgomery at the
‘grandstand’ observation post on
the floodbank of the Rhine near
Xanten when he suddenly jumped
up with boyish enthusiasm;
“They’re coming!”” he shouted..
It was 1000 hours on Saturday
24 March and the Allied airborne
attack, designated Operation VAR-
SITY, had started on time, the
1,572 transport aircraft, over 900
ghders and tugs of the XVIIT Us
Airborne Corps, commanded by
General Matthew B Ridgway,
flying in from the south-west.
The objective was to put down
two divisions, the 6th British and
the 17th US, beyond the Diers-
fordter Wald and near the town
Hamminkeln astride the River
Ijssel, which runs parallel to
Rhine. This area, like most of
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battlefield, was shrouded in the
smoke of the action.

The British 6th Airborne
Division (Major General Eric
Bols) was to take the northern part
of the Diersfordter Wald, the town
of Hamminkeln and three bridges
over the Ijssel.

The US 17th Airborne Division
(Major General William E. Miley)
was given similar responsibilities
to the south and to link up with
the British 1st Commando Brigade

in Wesel.

The paratroops were the first to
land, closely followed by the
gliders. Some of the first para-
chutists to land were off their
alloted dropping zones but in one
case, at least, the error was
providential; because of smoke
obscuring their DZ, the 513th US
Regiment dropped in the British
area, directly on batteries of 88mm
guns which were wreacking havoc
among the gliders.

The Americans were able to
silence the guns, thus saving many
British lives.

It took two hours to land the
XVIII Airborne Corps, the pri-
mary operation being closely
followed by a huge supply drop by
Liberator bombers. :

The airborne men were in action
at once, Hamminkeln being taken
by the glider troops by midday.
By 1345 hours the village of
Schappenberg was in British hands
and by the middle of the afternoon
nearly all the main objectives had
been achieved.

The Germans may not have been

Horsa glider about to land. /WM

(H-HOUR 1000 HRS 24 MARCH 1945)

6th BRITISH AIRBORNE DIVISION
DZ ‘A’ 3 PARACHUTE BRIGADE
DZ '8’ 5 PARACHUTE BRIGADE

LZ U 1 ROYAL ULSTER RIFLES

1Tth US AIRBORNE DIVISION
DZ ‘N’ DIVISIONAL TROOPS
LZ 'S" 194 GUIDER INFANTRY REGIMENT
DZ “W* 507 PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGIMENT
DZ "X’ 513 PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGIMENT
HQ DIVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS

LZ ‘0’ 2 OXFORDSHIRE & BEDFORDSHIRE LIGHT INFANTRY
DAZ ‘P DIVISIONAL TROOPS. DIVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS AT KOPENHOF
LZ ‘A’ 12 DEVONS AND HEADQUARTERS 6 AIR — LANDING BRIGADE

Operation Plunder/Varsity 23/24 March 1945

)
o

A TDBA
AR CONSTRUCTIN

XViil AIRBORNE CORPS LANDING AND DROPPING ZONES = 3 5

A Stst (HIGHLAND) DIVISION (H-HOUR 2100 HRS)
B 15th (SCOTTISH) DIVISION (H-HOUR 0200 HRS)
€ 1st COMMANDO BRIGADE (H-HOUR 2200 HRS)
D 30th US INFANTRY DIVISION [H-HOUR 0200 HRS)
E T9th US INFANTRY DIVISION (H-HOUR 0200 HRS)

thick on the ground and there was
a lack of armour to counter the
airborne troops.

However, the defenders were
some of the best the Wehrmacht
had at this stage of the war. They
put up formidable resistance in a
countryside tailor-made for de-
fence: fields and plantations criss-
crossed by ditches and narrow

roads.

The 8th Battalion of the
Parachute Regiment was heavily
engaged in this terrain and was
isolated until the following day.

Fortunately, most of the air-
borne men did not find their
movements so restricted and, apart
from the gaining of objectives on
the River Ijssel, there was a gradual

infiltration of the Diersfordter
Wald.

By nightfall on Saturday 24
March the 21 Army Group had
established a bridgehead nearly
thirty miles wide, the depth in the
centre sector being nearly eight
miles.

It was a night of mixed fortunes
at individual level but the main
plan was working well and, by
dawn on Palm Sunday, news of
increasing numbers of surrenders
was giving buoyancy to the mood
and morale of the Allied forces.

Now fresh waves of surface
troops were passing through the
units that had initiated the assault
and 152nd Brigade of the 51st
(Highland) Division was advancing
north of the Diersfordter Wald.

By afternoon advanced armour
and infantry of the British Second
Army and US Ninth Army reached
the airborne forces.

The war was not over with the
crossing of the Rhine.

The end seemed to be an

_intolerable time a’coming, with

battles for every small town and
city suburb.

Even so, the die was irrevocably *
cast.

by Brian Jewell*

*Brian Jewell was with the
Royal Engineers involved in
preparations for crossing the
Rhine. He is the author of Over
the Rhine: the last days of the
war in Europe (Spellmouth
Ltd, £3.95) published 16 March.
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Spotlight on the man behind a regular SOLDIER feature. ..

OME SAY it is the most

popular part of the maga-

zine as they rapidly thumb

through SOLDIER’s
pages looking for... How Obser-
vant Are YOU?

The artist who painstakingly
compiles them, Mr Frank Finch,
is a former member of staff who
served with acclaimed artistic merit
from 1945 shortly after VE day
until retirement on health grounds
in November 1976, writes Graham
Smith.

Frank lives quietly at Farnham,
near Aldershot, and is still turning
out the HOAYs to meet our
fortnightly deadlines. He produced
the first in December 1956.

For many years, Frank was Art
Editor as immediate predecessor
to John Rushworth, in post for
eight years.

Before the war, Frank was a
commercial artist for advertising
agencies where he developed his
talent for humorous sketches. His
work was later accepted by Punch,
Tatler, Men Only, Everybody’s
and John Bull — and all thanks to
a single drawing sent to Punch
from East Africa in 1944.

Then, he was an RAMC staff
sergeant in Kenya working on the
local Army command’s magazine
Jambo (as well as producing
illustrations of parasites and bac-
teria associated with tropical
diseases as part of his normal
work!).

Nowadays, we have a trio of
photographers vying for front
cover full colour photography
prominence. In Frank’s time, he
occasionally used to produce
paintings!

In fact, he was the only member
of staff in our 40-year history to
feature on the front cover. It wasa

FRANK FINCH RETIRED

BUT STILL POPULAR®

FRANK FINCH: retired — but still busy!

Below is Frank’s latest ‘'Teaser' for your enjoyment. ..

January 1946 issue when, in
uniform, with his back to artist, he
was studying a gallery of soldiers
of the past in a drawing by Eric
Earnshaw, a staff illustrator.
Frank appreciates that times and
developments have changed since
the 100,000-circulation early days

of SOLDIER.

“Coverage now seems to be more

and more domesticated now. In
those early years there was very
much more going on abroad with
the Army,” he says. “‘Korea,
Malaysia and other brush fires.
There is far more personal and

domestic material and sport than
there used to be.”

Had he ever thoughtof approach-
ing a publisher over the years to
make a Giles-type compendium
of his military works? '

He mused: “I don’t think they
would be interested in the idea
from me. Perhaps it is something
that could be best done by
SOLDIER!”

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten details.
Look at them carefully. You can check your answers by turning to page 44.
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' THE QUESTION often asked

. ywemen is whetherto return
0 work or stay at home as a
yomemaker.

simple and useful book has
been written by Pamela Ander-
] ';‘Slmple Steps for Retur-
ers’. As Pamela says: "l often
iscussed the problems which
arise for a woman when she is
making up her mind whether

to become a ‘returner’ or to
_continue her
“homemaker.

career as a

~ The subject is complex and

_perhaps ‘I'll just take anything
- thatis offered’ is not always the

best course to take, for we all

~ have one bonus: our husbands

are employed.

Even so, more Service wives
are returning to work.

Pamela has managed to
explain the pros and cons not
only by interviewing wives, but
managing to explain some
complex questions from sex

discrimination to equal pay.
Practical
where to go for references if

you have been out of work for

sometime, to the thought, ‘Can
| afford to work?’

Sixty per cent of people

working part-time are mothers,

and there are many factors to

consider. _
The book opens up thoughts
which may be overlooked and

if you are thinking about being

a‘returner’, you may undersell
yourself due to lack of confi-
dence or qualifications.

Inthe book Appendix A&B
are a questionnaire, a sort of

assessment of yourself from

issues such as

health, personal
stances, skills and so on, to

_aptitudes.

Appendthmcludessources -
of further help, listing an
enormous number of organisa-
tions covering every taste, plus

~ a useful reading list.

- Soifyouthink you may bea

‘returner’in 1985 for just £3.95,
‘the book published by Poland

Street Publishers, 9 Poland St,
London, W1V 3DG {01-734~_f
0875) is a useful guide.

kL-'lxm_ 'L;..\.wt%mgr i _'
C

‘Home tel: Camberley 29653

YOUR BIG CHANCE TO SAIL AWAY!

THE LONDON Sailing Project has allotted Army Youth
10 berths for the 1985 sailing season. These 10 places are
open to any son of a serving soldier, so don’t miss this
marvellous opportunity to enjoy the thrill of sailing.

Different
holidays

DURING the last 11 years more
schools have been offered interest-
ing and challenging summer
courses for all ages.

The field is not limited to sports
and outdoor pursuits, now there
are computer camp courses for
gifted children, sessions for those
struggling with the 3 Rs, plus
studies on photography, music,
drama and film making.

The 1985 ISIS Summer School
leaflet gives nearly 80 ISIS
member schools who are offering a
wide selection of acriviries.

. Send two first class stamps to
ISIS association, 56 Buckingham
Gate, London, SWIE 6AY.

. T'PS

TO BE TOLD that your child

Each place is also open to those
who have never sailed and would
like a taste of the sea.

For just £21 including coach
from London to Gosport, with
pick-up return point at Guildford,
these cruises provide opportunities
for boys to acquire those attributes
of a seaman — a sense of responsi-
bility, resourcefulness and team
work.

These cruises are also counted
towards the Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme Nautical Pursuits
and the six-day cruise can count
for the Residential Qualification
of the Gold Award.

During the past years Army
youth have won both Amory and
Scott awards which has opened
up further doors to go on to become
watch leaders.

If you have difficulty in finding
£21 — help can be given, in some
cases.

Two places for Army youth have
been allotted on each of the
following 1985 cruises.

The Donald Searle

‘NEW’ U.S. Webbing Equipment ‘NEW’

MILITARY EQUIPMENT

07/013 Camouflage BASha ......c.:ivetemassvaisitssstssnsansbsssesiy 18.94
07/013 Camouflage Waterproof Jacket ........................... 19.85 |}
07/014 Camouflage Waterproof Trousers .............cccccoeeuee 1317
07/015 Camouflage ‘Wully Pully’ .. 19.85
09/014 U.S. Type Military Torch . R IR 11 o 5 4.40
09/033 Bundeswehr Sleeping Bag (Used} ......................... 25.64
09/030 Vietnam Style 0.D. Military Watch ....................... 16.39
71/215 ARI5/M1E Mag POUCH it tiidins e i aeans 499
71/216 G.|. Entrenching Tool/Shovel + Carrier ........... i s 11.48

71/217 LC2 Equipment Belt .......

circum-

Rona: Ages 16th birthday to
20th birthday. Cruise 5, 29 Jun-5
July, Cruise 11, 10-16 Aug. A
classic 77-foot ketch built in 1895
and extensively refitted for the
Sail-Training role. She normally
carries a skipper, mate, two watch
officers, two watch leaders and 12
PRt boys. Crusing Area — English

| If you want more information
| write to: British Institute for C}En“Cl]anChin?ima?g; % 18
Brain Injured Children, Knowle - e 5

Hall, Knowle, Bridgewater, 20th birthday. Cruise Nol, 3-6
Somerset, TA7 8PJ. Bridge- May:, 17-19 May, 31 May-2 June.
water 0278 684060. Cruise Nol4, 31 Aug-6 Sep.
A WARNING from the Scot- Cruise No 16, 6-8 Sep, 20-22 Sep,
tish National Institution for the | 46 October. 5. ahet
War Blinded, regarding door- Acquired new in 1980, she is

71/218 LC1 Canteen and COVEN ..........oooovmreeivimrereensinneees
71/219 First Aid/Compass Pouch ........
71/230 Suspenders/Shoulder Straps ........

71/212 LC1 Medium Field Pack and Frame .......................
07/010 Camouflage Running Shorts 24" to 34"
07/041 Camouflage Sniper SUit ............iccciiminresssubiarasss
07/018 Camouflaged Money Wallets ...............ccccoviinieinnns
T1/320 Face VBIl ......o.oveeomimsinesednnisfavesonnsstt e
711322 Commando SOCKS ..ic.-.tiseisemritamnseserarions
711324 Explorer Thermal Socks .......c..ocvvvieinns

71/326 Camouflaged Fur Lined Arctic Cap ....

These Prices include V.AT. All B.FP.O. Excluding
Northern Ireland Deduct 15%.

‘ is suffering from brain injury
i must be one of the worst
nightmares any parent can
face, for the problem may well
# | be permanent.

The British Institute for Brain
H Injured Children offers help

Send £1.00 remittance /

SURVT VAL

for new colour

to-door salesmen: Occun 75 Clas to have been | || EOUPMENT bt

' “The Scottish National Insti- specificallv built for the Sail- /
tution for War Blinded has NO |  SPECHIC®Y : 42 St. Owens Street

Training role. She normally carries

door-to-door salesmen, nor a skippier, mate, two-witch afficers Hereford / £
v 1 > 3 3 3 '
has the English counterpart, cwro, Weatch: lestlers andi2 Biost. (0432) 277739 gt W

St Dunstan’s.”

Cruising area — as Rona.
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ABOVE: Major (QM) Chris Kett, RRF, supervises the building of
look out towers. BELOW: FSM's past and present cast a critical
eye over a Colombian guard detail. On the left, WO1 John Francis,
RA, the newcomer; on his left, WO 1 Chris Sayer, Blues and
Royals, moving on

SOLDIER writer Graham Smith and picture
editor Les Wiggs report on the British
Contingent’s contribution to Sinai peace-
keeping. British Army numbers in the

desert are small but they have...

‘A VERY LARGE
INFLUENCE
* ON THE FORCE’

OSES described the

Sinai as “this great

and terrible wilder-

ness.” Napoleon’sill-
fated Army crossed its northern
region twice; once in hope, then in
despair. Some fifty campaigns are
said to have been fought in its
7,000-year-old known history
while General Sir Edmund
Allenby led the British Army across
its wastes in his campaign against
the Turks in World War 1, taking
time out to pursue his hobby of
bird watching!

Nowadays, there are 34 British
soldiers in a 37-strong British
contingent (BRITCON) serving
deep in Beau Geste terrain on
six-month detachments as one of
the as yet little-publicised 11-

nation Multi-National Force
and Observers (MFO).

With other weekend attractions
not more than 200 miles away in
any of three or more compass
directions they don’t rate their
sandy home — 130 degrees in the
summer — too harshly and unani-
mously seem to find their role a
satisfying one as desert peace-
keeping trustees.

Wearing the MFO’s unique
and very distinctive terracotta
coloured beret (made by a Massa-
chusetts firm) embracing a badge
showing Picasso’s dove of peace in
orange-and-white, all of the Brit-
ish, including a Royal Navy Petty
Officer and two Royal Marines,
with the exception of three Army
personnel, are located on a former
top secret 36-square-mile Israeli
Air Force base once called Eitam
but now called El Gorah.

It is the airfield from where the
headline-making Entebbe raid was
launched in 1976. El Gorah lies
within a seven-kilometre perimeter
fence with the Israeli border lying
across tracts of restless sand dunes
15 kilometres due east.

The British contingent is the
seventh to serve in the Sinai among
the 2,580-strong MFO — includ-
ing 73 uniformed women~— at
two camps as desert peacekeepers
in a strip of land, or zone, 20 to 540
kilometres wide and some 400
kilometres deep. The British have
been there since the outset of the
MFO taking up its functions three
years ago on 25 April, 1982.

The MFOQO forms a sort of
“military sandwich” between the
Israelis to the west and the
Egyptians to the east and is
responsible for observing and
reporting any incidents or viola-
tions by both signatories of the
historic 1979 peace treaty.



The British contingent, in
common with the ten other nations
— though Norway is not classed
as a ‘contingent’ with its four men
— 1s confined to Zone ‘“‘C”’, one
of three in the Sinai which start
due east of the 170-kilometre-long
Suez Canal. A fourth, Zone “D”,
is in Israel itself.

Zone “C” is still said to harbour
more than 3,000,000 land mines
lurking beneath the shifting sands
in “lost” minefields in the Sinai
Peninsula, a border demarcated
from Rafah in the north slicing
southwards to Taba, an area in
dispute at the head of the Gulf of
Agaba.

The British contingent, the
second smallest in manpower, is
totally involved in the MFO purely
as an HQ unit responsible for
administration and security within
the three-square-kilometre camp
of El Gorah or, as it is known to
the military, North Camp, lying
24 kilometres south-west of the
border at Rafah.

BRITCON has one man, Major
Cliff Castree, Royal Engineers,
down at South Camp located at
Sharm el-Sheikh, in an engineering
advisory capacity to the Americans.
South Camp was specially built
for the MFO at Sinai’s southern
extremity.

All of the British effort is in
support of the Norwegian Force
Commander and includes staff
secretariat tasks, a camp com-
mandant appointment Major
(QM) Chris Kett, The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers, plus ad-
ministration, QM and MT sec-
tions.

Lieutenant Colonel Ted Loden,
lately Assistant Chief of Staff with
HQ British Forces Hong Kong
is the BRITCON Commander and
MFQ’s Deputy Chief of Logistics.

‘Captain Hugh Beaumont, The

Royal Welch Fusiliers, is OC of
the MFQO’s HQ unit and the
BRITCON company commander.

The 34 Army personnel com-
prise eight officers, 11 Senior
NCOs, 12 Junior NCOs, two
privates and a trooper representing
seven corps and mine regiments.
Of these, 15 are ex-BAOR based.

Three of the Army personnel
are MFO “reps”. In Cairo, some
200 miles and a five-hour drive
due west over the Suez Canal is
Lance Bombardier Peter Chap-
man, Royal Artillery.

To the north-west and across
the border in Tel Avivor *““TA” as
it is known to the R and R-seeking
lads, is Lance Bombardier Ian
Green, Royal Artillery, while
Major Castree is based at Sharm
el-Sheikh’s South Camp.

Morale appears to be high
among the close-knit Army per-
sonnel serving in the isolated Sinai.

It's only money! Sgt Gary Dean,
RAPC, hands out a‘sub’to Cpl Les
Holroyd, on the HQ Statf's secre-
tariat.

Corporal John Robertson, Royal
Corps of Transport, more used to
driving VIPs up and down the
autobahns with 14 Squadron,
RCT, at HQ 1 British Corps in
Bielefeld — he once drove Prince
Michael of Kent — is now driving
sand-flanked roads with the Force
Commander as his back seat
passenger.

No Granada estate car this time,
though. Instead, a V-8 “Chevvy”
turning in a thirsty 19 desert miles
to the gallon.

Barely arrived at El Gorah,
Scotsman John has already become
familiar with the 204-mile return
trip to Tel Aviv on official business.

“A signal came from the
Manning and Records Office when
I was in BAOR asking me if I'd
like to do six months here. I
accepted,” said one of BRITCON’s
latest intakes. “‘I was on the Gaza
Strip last week and I've also been
to El Arish about 40 miles due
west of here along the coast. It’s
certainly a different posting and
I’ve served in places like Hong
Kong and Malaysia in my time.

“I would certainly come out here
again for a second tour given the
chance. You don’t often get
opportunities like this. But you
have got to have the right attitude
to be happy in a place like this.
I’m even getting my wife out here
on holiday. It’s a good jumping
off spot for other places in Egypt
or Israel.”

BRITCON personnel usually do
a complete rotation of members
every three months, sometimes as
many as three or four people
leaving during the course of a week.
Currently, tours are for six months
but it is understood that the
Ministry of Defence has agreed
and MFO decisions are awaited

on a bid to increase tours from six
to nine months in early 1986.
Sergeant Gary Dean, 22, Royal
Army Pay Corps, formerly at-
tached to 14 Topographic Squad-
ron, RE, at Diisseldorf, said: “I
get to do things here I would
normally never do in an HQ, like

writing Part Two orders. That’s
new for me.”

Leaving in June for an eventual
two-year posting again in the
Mediterranean — Cyprus — he
atlded: *I think it could do my
Army career good being here. If I

Continued on page 22

Sgt Phil Holbrook points out something of

interest to Colombian guard sentry at El Gorah

camp's main entrance.
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Force Commander: The British, as always, do a very good job

Continued from page 21

get a good report then I'll be
noticed, I got told I was coming
out here and I've no regrets. You
can save a lot of money out here as
we don’t pay for food or accom-
modation. That’s worth £80 or £90
a month with my £7.42 pence
Local Overseas Allowance (LOA).

Sgt Dean said weekends away
were really cheap for those on R
and R in such places as Cairo, Tel
Aviv and Eilat, a sun-kissed beach
resort with topless Scandinavian
appeal in Israel at the head of the
Gulf of Agaba. Soldiers could stay
in five-star hotel double rooms for
as little as $37. .. a massive 50 per
cent discount for MFO personnel.

The really thrifty and cash-
conscious can, it seems, play the
impecunious tourist at no cost. ..
under the stars in a sleeping bag
on the beach!

“My job here makes a nice
change from being with a big
battalion when you are stuck in
one place. The only problem is
that you can’t ring home on transfer
charges from here, you have to
make arrangements for family or
friends to call you from the UK,
said the Yorkshire pay sergeant.

Wives are encouraged to visit
their menfolk at El Gorah where
they can stay free of charge in
special accommodation for up to
seven days though they are
responsible for paying their own
air fare out and back.

The men usually take their loved
ones, then, to Cairo or Israel. The
Force Commander allows all MFO
personnel, including the British,
15 days’ extra leave a year,
regarding this gesture as ‘“‘a right
and not a privilege.”

Captain Beaumont, 1 RWF,
whose great-grandfather, Brigadier
C. Wray, a former Royal Horse
Artillery gunner at the end of the
last century plied the Nile during
military adventures, plans to re-
trace his forbear’s dogged steps,
clutching a copy of his memoirs.

But he says of today’s fellow
expeditionists: “Clerks and drivers
with BRITCON work longer hours
than they do in the UK, starting at
0600 hours and finishing at 1800
hours. It’s no sinecure in the sun
out here. I think just about
everybody has a full-time job.

“The four Commonwealth
contingents are well respected by
the others and it’s good we should
have such a strong representation
here. Each contingent has its own
National Day and ours is the
Queen’s Birthday. In addition to
the national days there are eight
annual MFO holidays awarded.”

Major (QM) Chris Kett, the
Camp Commandant, has the
responsibility for - the camp’s
security and quartering.

The security aspect involves
guard duties by 120 Columbians
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and 80 Fijians who do fortnight-

long stints on and around the camp.

Occasionally, nomadic Bedouin
— some 30,000 are said to live in
the Sinai — try to penetrate the
wire at night for a bit of light-
fingered larceny.

Major Kett said: *“We may be
the second smallest contingent but
we are the backbone to the running
of the MFO HQ. Nothing would
be done without us and our
expertise gained over the years.
We are bloody good at it. The
British Army is more experienced
in on-base security than any other
Army in the world.”

As Major (QM) he looks after
the officer accommodation and
that of civilians with officer status,
the 11 members of the Civilian
Management Staff and the 31
members — including two women
— of the all-American Civilian
Observer Unit (COU).

He also has the “landlord”
responsibility for 42 two- and
three-bedroomed bungalows, 30
“hootches” or two-man huts, 50
older-type huts, a couple of 14-man
barrack rooms used as transit
accommodation and the welfare
of 178 tenants all clustered in a
one-square-kilometre area on the
base which has 20 kilometres of
road though private cars are
banned.

Marching-in and marching-out
are also_to be introduced into
quarter routines. He was still
having trouble with all the differing
national acronyms, he said.

Future plans include the build-
ing of a sewage system on the camp

Private and Lance Corporal
Corporal
Sergeant

Warrant Officer One
Captain
Major

MFO leave.

LOCAL Overseas Allowance (LOA) for Army personnel is as follows
and was current for the month of February.

Staff Sergeant/Warrant Officer Two

Food and accommodation is free and there are 15 days’ special

Another detachment over and
another gift for The Three Jokers
pub wall. Recipient on its behalf,
FSM Chris Sayer, also leaving at
the same time.

impeccable. We just don’t have
the discipline problems of a
battalion because everyone is trying
to hold up their flag very high and
are determined not to be seen to be
the ones causing the problems.

“There is a great competitive
spirit to make people ensure that
standards remain high.

“The British contingent which
may be small has had a very large
influence on the Force.”

He said the Sinai posting had
presented a unique chance for
meeting people such as Signor
Spadolini, the Italian Prime Mini-
ster, Mr Casper Weinberger, the
American Defence Secretary and
even our own Mr Michael Hesel-
tine who was on a whistle-stop
Visit.

FSM Sayer is now the Garrison
Sergeant Major at Tidworth.

‘A post that needs
lot of diplomacy’

which has enough electricity to
light up a town the size of
Guildford.

The Olympic-size swimming
pool takes six weeks to fill...
gradually and in time for each
Force Anniversary Day on 25
April.

Pets may be allowed on the camp
said Major Kett. “Someone will
be asking me for a camel next,” he
joked.

WOI1 Chris Sayer, Blues and
Royals, the Force Sergeant Major
who was handing over to his
successor on the day of our visit
said of BRITCON and its relation-
ship with the rest of the camp:
“There is nothing in my previous
experience that can be compared
with this six-months’ detachment.
It’s totally unique in location.

“Instead of being a discipline
appointment, an appointment
where we can lay down the law
and say ‘I want it yesterday’ itis a
post that needs a lot of diplomacy.

“It’s about understanding every-
body else’s national point of view.
They all approach it from a
different angle. . . it’s fascinating.

“We are spoilt tremendously.
The discipline here is really

£7.16 a day
£7.29 a day
£7.42 a day
£7.61 a day
£7.80 a day
£9.01 a day
£9.17 a day

His successor, Warrant Officer
1 John Francis, Royal Artillery,
formerly of 29 Commando Regi-
ment, RA, at Plymouth, said: “I'm
still a bit confused by all those
initial briefings but this is a posting
which I don’t think I will ever do
again.

“When I leave in six months,
just like FSM Sayer, I am sure I'll
leave my mark on the HQ.”

Praise for the British contri-
bution came from the Norwegian
Force Commander, Lieutenant
General Egil Ingebrigtsen, 56, its
second incumbent — another
Norwegian — to fill the post said:
“I think there is no doubt from
what [ have seen of the British
contingent that they are very
professional. A professional atti-
tude to serving and I have seen
only a professional performance
from them.

“They have, of course, a lot of
experience of serving in places like
this. May be not as multi-national
as this but with a long history of
tradition serving outside England.

“They are normally very good
mixers and normally try to use
every opportunity when they are
out to'do more than their pormal
military business. They are very
clever in getting around and taking
people on tours.

“I am very pleased with the
British contingent and I would like
to stress this is not a nicety. I really
mean this from a friendly point of
view.”

He went on: ‘‘As a Norwegian,
I have had a lot to do with the
British before. I've always been
struck by their professional attitude
and their approach to what they
are doing here. The British as
always, do a very good job.”




HERE WAS, it is faith-

fully narrated, this young

officer serving in the

scorching Sinai with the
small but very influential British
Army contingent (BRITCON) as
part of the I1l-nation Multi-
National Force and Observers
(MFO) who, one day last year,
went out and bought himself a
camel ... for cash!

He was on a six-months detach-
ment with desert exploration under
the stars firmly in mind. She, the
camel, was a likeable and leggy
ship-of-the desert who looked
amenable.

She was going to be just the
job for Captain Jamie Bowden,
The Royal Green Jackets, and
BRITCON’s ‘double-hatted’ ap-
pointee as its company commander
and MFO’s OC HQ Unit, on the
rambling, isolated one-time Israeli
Air Force Base of El Gorah, less
than nine miles from the border.

She was so sweet he called her
Angelica.

The enterprising infantryman
already a sturdy veteran in 19th-
century period costume of a
regimental footslog, with musket,

across snow-capped north-western -

Spain to commemorate Sir John
Moore’s epic retreat had a new
venture in mind. A lonely trek with
hand-picked companions in cos-
tume again but, this time, by camel.

As SOLDIER went to press
Captain Bowden, 26, now based
with the Light Division at Shrews-
bury, his chum Captain Charles
Blackmore (another Corunna vet),
two regimental riflemen for sup-
port and a genuine Bedouin were
re-tracking in reverse Lawrence
of Arabia’s famous camel steps
across Jordan to Agaba via Kerak
and Petra. (See SOLDIER 11
March).

Like any other military operation
the captain had done his planning
well. A tobacco consortium has
sponsored him to the tune of
£7,000, chauffeured him in style
from Gloucester to London’s
Heathrow where, British Airways
picked up the tab for the flights to
Amman, Jordan, where he was due
to meet King Hussein.

But there’s no substitute for
experience. Young Bowden, as
Sinai temperatures started to soar
well into the 100s, bought the
appealing Angelica from a bunch
of reluctant Bedouin camel-market
dealers who were spontaneously
doing themselves no favours in
letting him have the low-mileage one-
owner youngster for a reported 700
US dollars!

The lissom local transport was
his, equipped with seven stomachs
with ample water storage facility,
sizeable, strong young feet to avoid
stalling in the feckless dunes —and
a nice nature, as camels go.

. Captain Bowden decided at the
very outset that he wanted the beast
to be anything but a burden to

The British officer who bought a camel....

for Angelica

“This is how it's going to be old girl,” Captain Bowden seems to be telling an attentive Angelica.

him. On the contrary, the capti-
vating camel was needed for a
special conversion course of vital
importance for Expedition Jor-
danian Ride.

He would learn to feed her. Care
for her. Ride her and, generally
coax her into his way of thinking
as he, in turn, probed a female
camel’s innermost psyche in
preparation for his overland trek
aboard another of her unpre-
dictable and oft-cantankerous
species.

But there was another lady who
would whole-heartedly enter the
project with him.

Former charity fund raiser and
friend, Ms Alison Hulme working
at El Gorah under a year’s contract
with a firm specialising in ‘com-
munications’ joined in the daily
labours of love nurturing the cos-
mopolitan camp’s unusual pet.

Morning .. 'noon . . . and night
Captain Jamie and Ms Alison
dutifully proferred huge gorse-like
bushes to an ever-appreciative
Angelica, her supercillious de-
meanour disappearing by the
well-fuelled minute.

The camp area Bedouin, mean-
while, by way of a sort of after-sales
effort, it seems, even volunteered
to show the indefatigable infantry
officer how to tether, shackle,
saddle and, finally, ride his four-
legged acquisition.

This new-found training tryst
between captain and camel lasted
for five whole months. Then, sadly,
the aspiring explorer had to move
on to make room for his current

successor in post.

“I suppose he was fond of her
in his own way,’ said a suddenly
wistful Ms Hulme. “When
Angelica first came into the camp
to take up residence there was some
opposition but the Force Com-
mander’s wife and the Deputy
Chief of Staff were all for it.

“Angelica could stay. Vets
examined her and didn’t find her
to be flea-ridden. She was given
lots of injections. I think she was
well-watered.

“The Bedouin don’t normally
sell camels but Jamie had just gone
up to them and asked. I think he
found the saddling was a complex
procedure. But the Bedos helped
him every day.”

“Captain Bowden did a three-
week desert navigation course, you
know,” Ms Hulme volunteered.
“How to read the stars, plot the
sun and things like that and all on
the Berkshire Downs.”

She added, coyly: “He’s an
eccentric and, of course, I'm
desperately worried about him but
very proud as well. He’s so keen
on expeditions. I think life will
always be on the move for him.
He’ll be one of the great explorers.
He kept reading Lawrence’s ‘Seven
Pillars of Wisdom’ to get the feel
of the desert.”

Meanwhile, a BBC External
Services broadcast had, she was
told, said the men were hoping to
survive on figs, rice and fresh
vegetables. There was, she remem-
bered, some mention of a Jordanian
camel-handling party back-up

team provided by the Royal
Household. -

With a mischievous giggle, she
added: “He only normally eats
fresh vegetables. He is very skinny
as well. He’s ideally suited to the
desert climate. I'm sure he’ll
survive on a diet of rice. I'm sure
he’ll thrive on it.”

“I think the expedition is a
challenge to him because it’s never
been done before. I don’t think
there are any regimental con-
nections with this one.

“He’s certain to write a book
and even articles when he gets back.
Perhaps he may write one for
SOLDIER, too. He’s doing all of
this au naturel.””

But the adorable, adaptable
Angelica, what of her? ..

“I don’t know. Jamie sold her
for less than he paid for her,” was
all that Ms Hulme could remember.

Captain Jamie did just that, the
story was confirmed. Trading her
in for — cash. To the very same
used-Camel dealer he had bought
her from originally. But he only
got a third of the price.

Perhaps Angelica is still outside
the seven-kilometre perimeter
fence of the camp waiting for
another Army owner of officer
status, another budding Lawrence
of Arabia or even El Gorah, to
emerge as an intrepid explorer from
within MFO’s BRITCON.

Who knows? Her buyer may
even be able to acquire not only
the same camel accessory tack but
genuine Bedouin riding outfit to
go with it. For a good price.
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‘SINAI: WHERE

- STRIFEIS

NO STRANGER

A FIJIBATT — Fijian Battalion —
soldier keeps both eyes peeled
behind a high-powered pair of
binos at a beach location OP

STRIFE, it seems, has never been
a stranger to the 23,800-square-
mile sand-strewn Sinai, Egypt’s
easternmost landmass peninsula at
the head of the Red Sea and
sandwiched between the Gulfs of
Suez and Aqaba.

The first peoples to bring it into
world eternal prominence were the
two million Israelites (including
600,000 men) who wandered amid
its wastes in BC 1300 for 38 years,
two years after fleeing slavery in
Egypt under Pharoah where their
peoples had lived for 430 years.

With the Egyprians at their
backs and herding their sheep,
goats and cattle the tribes defied
hunger, thirst and mutinous feel-
ings as they trekked towards the
Promised Land of Canaan.

In the south, Mount Sinai or
Jebel Musa (Mountain of Moses),
the 7,497-foot peak is said to be
the site where Moses received the
Ten Commandments.

Main town of the region is El
Arish, half-a-mile from the spark-
ling Mediterranean where, nearly
70 years ago, another campaign
was to feature. The advance on
Jerusalem and Damascus through
Turkish opposition.

Australians, New Zealanders as

BEERSHEBA
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well as Indian and British brigades
passed through the town.

Damascus was entered on 2
Qctober, 1917 and Jerusalem on 9
December under the inspired
leadership and tactics of General
Sir Edmund Allenby.

Forty years later, the Sinai —
rich in gas, petroleum and tur-
quoise — was invaded again; by
the same nation that had crossed it
over 3,000 years previously.

The Israelis occupied it from
November 1956 until March 1957,
withdrawing to allow the presence
of a United Nations Force.

But they were back again, as
history books confirm, for the
Six-Day War in June 1967. Just
over six years later, the Egyptians

The Fijians put in a bit of drill
practice at their beachside OP
overlooking the Mediterranean

retaliated trying to re-take their
territory during the Yom Kippur
engagement from October 14-19
when, it is said, more tanks were

used than at El Alamein.
Again, the Israelis withdrew

under the disengagement agree-
ment of 1975 and the Camp David
Accord of 1979 from an area west
of a line from E1 Arish.

Sinai was returned to Egypt in
1982 resulting from the Camp
David agreement between the late
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat
and Israeli leader Menachim
Begin, thus ending 31 years of war
between both countries.

The map showing
the MFO Zone ‘C’
responsibility

Lance Corporal Martin Chambers,
RE, promulgates the water state to
the camp's daily users.



HE 10-Contingent Multi-

National Force and Obser-

vers (MFO) in the Sinai,

comprising 2,580 person-
nel — 73 of these, women in
uniform — was in place on 20
March 1982, and began its peace
keeping functions on complete
Israeli withdrawal from the area
at 1300 hours on 25 April.

The Force HQ was set up at El
Gorah, the former 36-square-
kilometre Israeli Air Force base
of Eitam, about 40 kilometres
south-west of the Gaza Strip and
15 kilometres due west of the
border with that country.

Events followed the signing of a
peace treaty by Egypt and Israel
on 26 March 1979 providing for
the withdrawal of Israeli forces to
the line of the 1949 armistice
boundary ranging from Rafah in
the north to Taba, in the extreme
south, at the head of the Gulf of
Agaba. -

Originally, the United Nations
had been asked to provide a peace-
keeping force and observers to
monitor the disputed area of the
Sinai but history shows in May

1981 they were unable to do so.

The area would be split into three

Zones, ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ with a-

fourth, ‘D%in Israel itself.

The UN would invigilate speci-
fied limitations on armed forces,
armaments and equipment in each
zone. It did not happen that way.

Instead, the United States
Government was tasked to find an
alternative solution.

That alternative became the
MFO. It followed the ‘negotiation
of a Protocol’ which was signed on
3 August 1981, by Egypt and Israel
and witnessed by the USA,
providing for an independent
organisation for a four-year term.

Eleven nations speaking eight
languages now make up the
MFO. Three infantry bartalions
— from Fiji, Colombia and the
USA — are involved in basic obser-
vation and reconnaissance report-
ing with permanently-manned
checkpoints and OPs. During a
typical week this January for
example, 173 unscheduled oper-
ational patrols were mounted and
120 OPs occupied.

The break-down of contingents
is as follows:

In addition to the three infantry
battalions and the 37-strong UK
input as the largely administrative
and camp security-responsible
BRITCON within the Force HQ,
France provides 43 men who give
a fixed-wing capability with one
C.160 Transall transport aircraft
and a couple of DH-6 Twin Otters.

Australia and New Zealand
combine to field 109 and 35
personnel respectively, as ANZAC,
with the rotary wing element of
eight and two Huey UH-1H
helicopters respectively. They are
due to withdraw in April 1986,
having said at the outset they would

MFO:

serve only four years with the
MFO.

Italy has sent 90 personnel and
three converted minesweepers to
ensure freedom of navigation
through the Tiran Strait while the
Netherlands with a signals unit of
81 people and a military unit of 21
representatives takes care of those
aspects.

Uruguay has sent 75 men
comprising the transport unit who
provide engineer maintenance for
the 477-kilometre Main Supply
Route (MSR) from El Gorah in
the north to Sharm el-Sheikh in
the south, a 15-hour drive.

In addition to its 800-man
infantry battalion — the Colom-

bian and Fijian battalions have 500 .

men each — the USA also provides
a 36-man Army Aviation Element
of 10 UH-1H helicopters, a 350-
strong Logistic Support Unit
(LSU) and 31 civilian observers
including two women.

Norway, not classed as a
contingent, provides the three-star
Norwegian Lieutenant General
Force Commander and three staff
officers.

The MFO civilian component
comprised, as SOLDIER went to
press, 224 British expatriates —
many former Army personnel —
working under contract to an
American-based firm and 434

11 nations
work as one

locally employed civilians (LECs).

About 1,835 personnel are
located at the three-square-
kilometre complex El Gorah which
is known as North Camp while
another 915 are based at Sharm
el-Sheikh or South Camp, specially
built for the MFO.

The MFO has representatives in
Cairo and Tel Aviv — both Royal
Artillery lance bombardiers on
driver/liaison duties.

South Camp houses principally
the US battalion and the Italian
Coastal Patrol Unit.

Zone ‘C’ ranges in width from
20 to 40 kilometres and is some
400 kilometres from north to south.
The border with Israel runs 130
statute miles from Rafah in the
north to Taba, in the south, an
area in dispute.

In the Zone, in which the MFO
is deployed, the territory is split
into six sectors.

The three-rifle company Fijian
battalion patrols the northern-
most sectors, the most densely
populated area of the Sinai. The
Fijians, incidentally, have a 12
months tour with the MFO like
everyone else with the exception
of the French and British and, as
an Army of only three battalions,
have a second serving in Lebanon
with UNIFIL (United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon) with

the 5,600-strong 10-nation force
there. :

Likewise, the 500-man, three
rifle company Colombian battalion
patrols the two central sectors, an
area comprising some of the most
desolate landscapes in the whole
of Sinai.

Theirs is a mountainous area
contrasting starkly with the flat,
rolling sandy plains of the north.

The 800 personnel of the three
rifle company — it also has an HQ
Company — US battalion, backed
up by its 36-member aviation unit
in their 10 Huey helicopters located
at South Camp are responsible for
Zone ‘C’s two most southerly
sectors.

In all of the Zones the monthly
air recce and land verification
missions with Israeliand
(Liaison System Israeli) and
(Liaison System Egypt) respect-
ively are entrusted to the 31-strong

all-American Civilian Observer -

Unit (COU).

The MFO function is broken
down into four missions under the
protocol pledging to employ its
best efforts to prevent any violation
of the security measures set forth
in the peace treaty of 1979,

They are the operation of
permanently-manned checkpoints,

Continued on page 26
- 25



THE SINAIl or MFO medal
was personally awarded
to members of the Force
by its first Force Com-
mander, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Fredrik Bull-Hansen,
a Norwegian.

British Army medals,
however, have to be
awarded by heads of
governments of States

which are recognised by Her Majesty the Queen as a State, said a
Ministry of Detence spokesman. In this case the Force Commander is

not recognised as a State.

He added: “Recipients may retain the medals as souvenirs.”

Above and far right: Two sides to
the Sinai or MFO Medal — awarded
to all completing a six-month stint
there.

Continued from page 25

recce patrols and OPs along the
130-mile-long barbed wire border
with Israel or on roads and other
key points within Zone ‘C%
periodic ‘verification’ not iess than
twice monthly; -additional verifi-
cation within 48 hours after the
receipt of a request from either
the Egyptians or the Israelis; and
ensuring the freedom of navigation
through the Strait of Tiran.

Responsibilities are shared
within the MFO among four units.
Its headquarters in Rome is headed
by a Director-General. Force HQ
is at El Gorah and the DG has two
representatives in Cairo and Tel
Aviv.

The Protocol provides that the
expenses of the MFO which are
not covered by other sources
should be borne equally by Egypt
and Israel with the USA agreeing
to meet one-third of the MFO’s

BEFORE the MFO was set up
in the Sinai the United Nations
had already placed a presence
there.

Following the 1973 war be-
tween Egypt and Israel, the UN
mobilised a peacekeeping force
for the Sinai. It was known as
the United Nations Emergency
Force (UNEF II) — there had
been a UNEF 1 after an earlier
war between them.

UNEEF II provided a stabi-
lising buffer and had its HQ in
Ismailia on the Suez Canal and
was progressively deployed in
zone ‘A’ from North Sinai
down to Sharm el-Sheikh (now
South Camp) at the entrance
to the Gulf of Agaba.

Surveillance duties in those
days were provided by the
American-raised Sinai Field
Mission (SFM) in addition to
the military components and

battalions of UNEF II.

The bulk of UNEF stayed in
the Sinai until about six
months after the signing of the
peace treaty on 26 March 1979.
The majority of the Force left
for home leaving in their wake
a civilian UN staff based on El
Gana airfield in Ismailia, a
military component of 120 and
a local Egyptian staff.

On 24 April 1980, the UNEF
flag was lowered there for the
last time by the sole remaining
military staff officer and the
Egyptian flag raised in its
stead. The next day the duty of
UNEEF 11 in the Sinai was over.

The requirement for a UN
peacekeeping force to occupy
Zone ‘C’ was never fulfilled
once the withdrawal of the
Israeli forces was complete on
25 April, 1982. As a result, the
MFO was formed.

The Force Commander, Lieutenant General Iingebrigtsen, right foreground, chairs a meeting between the

Israelis on the right and Egyptians, left, on a minor complaint.
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operating costs, too. That is about
$100 million annually.

Troops in the 11-nation MFO

in the words of their Norwegian

Force Commander, Lieutenant |

General Egil Ingebrigtsen, in post

a year this month, need to be

‘tough, resilient and self-sufficient.’
In the period of a year before
he took up post after his prede-
cessor, fellow Norwegian, Lieu-
tenant General Fredrik Bull-
Hansen, MFO’s Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal (EOD) teams had
neutralised 5,779 devices (the
Egyptians are doing it all now)
and the Force aircrews had flown
51 medical evacuation missions.

Speaking to SOLDIER, General
Ingebrigtsen said: *“‘We have a very
clear and defined mission. We have
been organised and equipped
properly to perform that mission.
We have a lot of plusses on our
side.

“As Force Commander I have
found it easier than I had expected.
I think we have a very great degree
of will to co-operate and overcome
difficulties; difficulties stemming
from the complexity of the multi-
nationality of the Force.

“I've served in Syria from
1969-70 and I had, at least, a
background of the area as a starter
when I came to this mission.

“] think it's delightful to
command and organise like this
with all the good co-operation and
good support from all the nations
by the contingents they send.

“It’s also encouraging to’ feel
the support from the two parties
of Egypt and Israel.” :

Sergeant Phil Holbrook, Royal

~ Artillery, with Colombian sol-

~ dier AL Uaro Acosta on gate
guard at El Gorah
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he Arctic was never a
traditional battle-
ground for the British
Army. Deserts and
jungles have been on the menu
often enough, but the intense
cold of polar and sub polar
regions has been rather more
rare.
In 1940, in an effort to halt the
dramarically successful German
invasion of Norway our forces
sent in were inadequately pre-
pared and poorly equipped and
were soon forced to withdraw.
Since the war, serious atten-
tion has been given to equipping
British fighting men, both mater-
ially and spiritually, to operate
effectively in the frigid climate of
the far north.
For some 17 years it has
become the practice to send units
of the Allied Command Europe

Mobile Force (Land) — AMF(L)
— to Norway for a taste of
soldiering with snow on the
boots.

. The basic form of the exercise

has changed very little over the
vears, although both equipment
and techniques have been con-
siderably improved.

In Autumn the units involved
usually get down to what they
call their dry shod training at
their home bases in and around
Bulford. Generally the plan at
this stage is to concentrate on
fitness and theory. The next
phase is the arrival of advance
parties in Norway and the estab-
lishment of courses to prepare
instructors for the main body of
troops who arrive towards the
end of January. This vear the
pre-Hardfall phase was also used
to instruct 120 novices from the

with the Arctie

Ist Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment, which is the present
AMF infantry battalion.

Throughout most of February
the activity concentrates on unit
training, working up from sec-
tion to platoon to company.

This is a time for basic skiing
and survival skills to be taught or
revised, and for the units to get
the chance to work on their
operational capabilities.

At the end of the month the

v
bulk of the 1,800 strong force,

stationed around the resort town
of Voss, 160 kilometres north-
west of Bergen, undertakes an
exercise involving the infantry
battalion group.

This vear Exercise Eagle's
Talon had 1 Para ranged against
an enemy controlled by Logistic
Support Battalion and assisted by
a small number of Norwegian
Home Guard.

The intention was to test |

SOLDIER writer Robert Higson and
photographer Paul Haley cover
Exercise Hardfall

Local storm imminent: Gunners from 5 (Gibraltar) Battery, on

their first season in Norway, disappear into whirling whiteout as
they learn the Arctic way of hooking up their 105mm light guns

for transit by RAF Puma.

Para in a variety of roles —
including local defence and rapid
movement over fairly long dis-
tances. Incidentally 1 Para is now
in its second Norwegian winter
having taking over the AMF role
from The Prince of Wales’s Own
Regiment of Yorkshire last year.

The grand finale comes in

March with the major exercise
200 kilometres inside the Arctic
Circle in the vicinity of the town
of Tromso. Every other year
AMF troops from the United
States, Canada, Italv and other
countries are involved, but this
year Exercise Cold Winter con-

Continued on page 30




It may not look much, but it is
home... at least for a night or
‘| two. Sergeant Graham Pollard,
RMP, leading members of 158
Provost Comﬁany in Arctic
training. The shelter is made of
Norwegian tentssheets which
clip together and keep out
some of the frost.

A Scimitar of Number 3 Troop.
C Squadron, 16th/5th The
Queen’'s Royal Lancers, on
patrol in the snowbound
countryside north of Tron-
dheim. Note the depth of
snow at the side of the track.
No easy passage for “through
snow” CVRTs.

cerned only British and Norwe-
gian forces. 1 Para, with support-
ing units, were due to come
under the command of 3 Com-
mando Brigade in amphibious
landings against a Norwegian
defence.

This year there was one slight
change to the normal pattern. All
activity in Norway was kept until
after the Christmas break.

“This is the first time we've
done that,” said Captain Graham
Carruthers, a Parachute Regi-
ment officer whe is SO3 G3
AMF(L). “In previous vears
we've run the exercise from a
pre-Hardfall base before Christ-
mas and gone on the main
exercise later.

“It means, I think, that we are
making better use of time. It
gives the units prior to Christmas
a bit more time to get themselves
sorted out, building up, getting
used to the kit, doing some
mountain work for fitness and so
on. To actually support pre-
Hardfall really means you've got
to take quite a lot of key
instructors away from the units
at the time they are wanting to do
build up training in the UK.
This year I think we've got it
right.”



HE TEMPERATURE

had gone down to around

-30° Centigrade. A group

of soldiers was on a 15

kilometre ski patrol, dragging laden

sledges known as pulks. An

experienced instructor was driving

everyone on, keeping them moving,

when suddenly he realised he could
no longer feel his fingers.

“He came to me more than

slightly concerned, to say the least,”

recalled Captain Geoff Wads-

worth, ‘‘because he knew what the
implications were. We got him
straight back to base but he had
frost bite and that means he will
never be used in the Arctic again.
“Once you get frost bite the
nerves in that area are permanently
affected and you are removed from
the job and put somewhere else.
**On the same day a soldier went
down with hypothermia simply
because his detachment made a
mistake in not having a hot meal

prepared. We moved out that day
at 6am which means getting up at
4am to get everything prepared,
meals and hot drinks and so forth.

“They didn’t do the drill right

with the result that one man went
down.

*“It could have been a lot more
serious. These guys had enough
experience to realise what had
happened and that they needed to
do something quickly. A helicopter
was called in and got the patient

away, and the next day he was out
again, no problems ar all.”
Captain Wadsworth is com-
mander of HQ Battery, 92 Lo-
cating Regiment, RA, which shares
with 5 (Gibraltar) Battery the job
of giving artillery support to the
ACE (for Allied Command
Europe) Mobile Force, Land —
AMEF(L).
He was describing the sort of
hazards which face anyone taking
(Coritinued on page 32)

‘Surprisingly warm and comfortable’. Big smiles from two Norway

ands are formidable

novices of HQ Company, 1 Para. Their first experience of living in
the snow was better than expected. Note the air quality monitoring

candie in the background.




on the formidable demands of a
Norwegian winter where winds
and freezing temperatures can all
too easily combine to make life
virtually unendurable.

As a former resident of Canada
and a veteran of four training
seasons in Norway, he is one of
those whose experience is vital for
the education of British soldiers in
cold weather warfare.

For 17 years now successive
generations of soldiers and marines
have been learning the art of
camping in the sort of conditions
which would give most people the
shivers even to think about it.

By and large it has been an
exercise in persuading the natives
of a temperate island (because
despite all our moaning about the
weather Britain has a temperate
climate) that they can actually
operate as a credible and effective
fighting force in the most adverse
conditions.

It is certainly not a task to be
undertaken lightly. Those who
would get to grips with the
Norwegian countryside in full
winter had better know what they
are doing otherwise they will suffer.

For everyone it is a question of
getting back to basics — learning
new rules for the fundamentals of
existence, food, clothing, hygiene,
shelter.

Everyone who goes out to
Norway with the AMF has to
undertake survival training
whether their job is as a fighting
infantryman with a rifle company
or a clerk behind a desk.

A thousand metres above the
tiny settlement where 1 Para had
its battalion headquarters, mem-
bers of HQ Company did their
course in arctic survival under the
watchful eye of QSMI Haydn
Lewis, a graduate of the Royal
Marines mountain leaders course.

It was a singularly appropriate
location as it is claimed to be the
training ground used by the
Norwegian explorer Amundsen
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Life on

The windswept plateau of Hjerkinn.
Specks at the bottom: group of
potential instructors from the Force
Artillery digging in for the night.

before his conquest of the South
Pole.

“We’ve got 13 people up here
— mainly those who are working
in the echelon of the battalion,”
said Major Ian Chapman, OCHQ
Company. “They are not required
to be arctic warfare trained but
they need to be able to survive ina

Redcaps of 158 Provost Company
prepare their defended patrol post.

a windswept plateav

Eos

given situation where they don’t
have any outside support.

“They need to be able to live in
a snow hole or under tent sheets
and they need to know how the
basic arctic equipment works. We
also give them a good grounding
in basic skiing.”

Snow holes require a fair bit of
hard work. You have to tunnel
into a snow bank for several feet
before digging out a sleeping
chamber. But they are wind proof
and with a properly constructed
cold air trap — that is with the
floor of the sleeping area made asa
step above the entrance tunnel —
they are surprisingly comfortable.

“This morning it was -30° with
the wind chill factor,” QSMI
Lewis said. “It isn’t actually as
cold up here as it is in the valley,
but the problem is when it is windy
the temperature can go down to
-50°C.

“When you get conditions like
that the only thing you can do is
wait in your snow hole and sit it
out. It doesn’t matter what it is
like outside — once you are dugin
you are safe. It’s very warm and
comfortable and you can build into
it whatever you want in the way of
extra accommodation.”

QSMI Lewis’s students — all
novices to the snow — seemed to
agree. “I thought it would be
freezing,” said Sergeant Roddy
Gillespie, Royal Army Pay Corps,
“but it was really quite warm.
Stripping to the waist to wash is a
bit of a shock to the system to start
with but after about 10 or 20
seconds it's OK and you get used
to it.”

In their snow holes the students
learned to observe the ritual of the
candle watch, whereby one man is
always awake to check a burning
candle for any sign of interruption
to the air supply.

And they learned to shave last
thing at night and never in the
morning. Shaving removes pro-
tective oils from the skin and taking

‘out skiing and the temperature

a freshly saved face out into
temperatures of =20 is like being
hit with a bucketful of particularly
powerful aftershave. '

“In general the lads responded
very well,” said QSMI Lewis.
“There can be a morale problem
when it gets really cold, but it
depends on who you’ve got within
the groups. Someone with a sense
of humour, for instance, and
morale stays high.

“They’ve got to learn not only
to look after themselves but check
each other as well. When we’re

drops you’ve got to check others
for frost nip or frost bite by looking
for white patches on the skin. You
never know you’ve got it yourself.
Your face goes numb but beyond
that you wouldn’t know anything
about it until it is too late.

It’s really a question of working
together. The quicker you can
make camp and get in, the quicker
you can get warm. It’s when you
get people hanging about hands in
pockets, trying to keep warm
themselves, they don’t get anything
done and they start going down
with cold weather injuries. But if
they all work at it and all work
together then there is no problem
at all.”

Some 20 kilometres to the north
of HQ Company’s training ground,
a group from 158 Provost Com-
pany was preparing a defended
patrol base on a wooden hill top
with trench dug into the sfiow and
sleeping accommodation under
tent sheets.

Sergeant Graham Pollard, one
of two instructors in charge of the
party, explained they were waiting.
for an encounter with AMF Ord-
nance Company in the morning.

“We've got a couple of ob-
servation posts on the high ground
and we’ll watch them come in an
set up, then get as close as possible
for close recce,” he said. “O
we’ve established how strong they
are we'll send out a fighting pat



and bump them.”

Sergeant Pollard’s 16 men,
mostly novices to Norway, were
hard at work smoothing out the
contours of their trenches to make
the position less obvious to enemy
reconnaissance.

Despite the hard work and the
prospect of another night in
freezing temperatures, the RMPs
were in cheerful mood.

“If youdo it rightit’s very good
indeed,” said Corporal Bob Pear-
son. “We’ve had about five nights
out altogether and we’ve had no
problems whatsoever. But you
must get it done properly and first
time otherwise you get very cold.”

Corporal Bill Lomas agreed: “If
you do it wrong it can really give
you a swift kick in the rear end.
Everyone makes mistakes. We did
on the first night out. We dug too
deep in the snow.

“On the second night we didn’t
put the tent sheet up properly.
Butevery time you learn from your
mistakes and now we’ve actually
got it right.”

Some 200 kilometres further
north in the vicinity of the
Norwegian artillery range at
Hjerkinn 18 junior NCOs from 5
Battery and HQ Battery were
undergoing a potential instructors’
course, a stage towards becoming
possible candidates for fully
fledged Arctic Warfare Instructors.

All of them had done several
seasons in the snow but, like
everyone else, they had still plenty
to learn. They were digging in for
the night on a 1,300 metre
windswept plateau where the only
suitable snow was to be found in
deep drifts on the leeward side of
ravines.

At the time the sun was shining
brilliantly out of a cloudless sky,
but as one of their instructors
explained the temperature was
aeceptivc.

“It’s really very cold,” said
Sergeant Harry Jukes a member
of 148 Battery which, as an
attachment to 29 Commando, has
a fair degree of experience in this
sort of climate.

As the members of his class put
their energy and their backs into
digging a row of snow holes,
Sergeant Jukes observed: “The
hardest thing is getting around to
a bit of self discipline really on
what to wear, when you need to
take it off and so on. We reckon it
takes a minimum of three years
before the guys are really starting
to get hold of it properly. You
don’t come out for a year and
pretend to be an expert.”

As one of the students, Bom-
bardier John McLeod, explained
the idea was to start working cold

Just a few of the things you need.
A Bombardier and his kit at
Hjerkinn. The brew up is pretty
important too — 5,000 calories a
day are needed for this environ-
ment

and then put on more clothing if
necessary if you were still feeling
too cold.

The thing to avoid was getting
overheated and starting to sweat.
“Obviously if you sweat and then
get cold, it starts freezing,” he said.

The men digging inside the snow

holes were stripped down virtually
to shorts and trousers with wet
proofs on top. Only when they
finished work would they rug up
once more.

Good organisation, self disci-
pline and a fair degree of fortitude,
these are the commonly recognised

Major lan Chapman, OC HQ
Company, 1 Para, hitches a tow
from a Volvo 202. Torfinnsheim
Hut, the base for the company’s
snow survival training, is in the
background.

keys to survival.

“It’s all right at times,” said
Lance Bombardier Robert Owen,
“but when the weather gets really
bad its not a lot of fun. On days like
this it’s great, but -30 and a wind
and it’s not very friendly.”

“Living in the snow, you suffer
it, you don’t actually enjoy it was
the comment of Major John
Pullinger, OC 1 Para’s Support
company.

“You can get just about com-
fortable not more. And you’ve
got to remember the whole pace of
life is extremely slow here. You
don’t achieve anything like the
amount you think you are going to
achieve in one day.

*“If anyone says it is easy they
are not telling the truth,” said
Major Patrick Friend, Provost
Marshal of the AMF.

“Everything is ten times more
difficult in the snow — moving
around, basic functions of the
body, firing a rifle or just living.
It’s all extremely difficult.”

But the Norwegian winter has
its compensations — calm, cloud-
less days when the sun sparkles on
a frozen landscape of spectacular
beauty, when just being alive and
on your feet is an exhilarating
experience.

““This is my last season and I'll
be sorry to leéave,” Major Friend«
added.

“I will miss the snow and the
mountains, but I've had three good
years and so I'm happy.”

And Corporal Andrew Mc-
Guinness, a section leader in 1
Para’s anti tank platoon, put it this
way: “It’s hard going, but it’s
interesting. When you've finished
the exercise you sit back, have a
pint and think — well, I enjoyed
that, That was rewarding. You

always get something out of it.”
|
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Gun drill

AS FOR most people in the AMF(L), Norway
means more to the gunners of the Force
Artillery than just skiing and surviving in the
snow. They also have to learn how to handle
their 105mm guns in this demanding
environment.

For 48 novices from 5 (Gibraltar) Battery
their introductory course involved six nights
out and a special course in slinging the guns
for rapid transit by Puma helicopters of 33
Squadron RAF (see also centre pages).

By the time they got round to this aspect of
special arms training, their numbers according
to WO2 James Forsythe, BSM of 5 Battery,
had been reduced to 37 through flu and
injuries.

On a clear, very cold morning (the
temperature was hovering below - 20) they
went through the drills of attaching cablestoa
couple of 105s which had already been placed
on their custom-built skis.

Then came the unnerving, and uncom-
fortable business of crouching on top of the
guns to hook them up as the Pumas came
clattering in, whipping up clouds of flying
snow and currents of frigid air. No matter
what you do, said one of them, you can never
stop some of the snow finding its way inside
your clothing.

“It’s all very good training value,” WO
Forsythe said, “and the lads, all novices,
are doing very well.”

“The basic gun drills are obviously a lot
harder in the cold,” said Captain Geoff
Wadsworth, the OC of HQ Battery the other
component of the Force Artillery. ““Stagging
the gun (ie having someone ready to fire ata
moment’s notice), laying the gun, keeping the
morale going, keeping the boys at it all the
time and when they are not working getting
them under shelter so they can look after
themselves. Just making sure that every man
knows his limits and the limits of his
equipment.”

One of the 105m
5 (Gibraltar) Ba
repared for transit.
mnteé on custom

A light gun on the move — towed by a Volvo 202, the over-snow vehicle
which has been the workhorse of the Army in Norway for 17 years.
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HERE is generally not a lot of TA

involvement in the Army’s annual

winter exercises in Norway, but this

year the regulars were pleased to get
assistance from 119 Recovery Company,
REME (V) based in Prestatyn.

Corporal John Hewett, from Connah’s
Quay, North Wales, and Craftsman Barry
Fogg, from Ellesmere Port, came over to Voss
for a couple of weeks with one of their
company’s giant recovery vehicles.

“It hasn’t exactly saved our lives,” said
Warrant Officer 2 Brian Littler, WO i/c
REME Workshops at Voss, “but its made
things a lot easier. It’s been a great help, a
valuable asset.”

The 16-tonne Scammell, with its 20-tonne
straight pull winch capacity, had lent a great
deal of weight to WO Littler’s rather slender
TECOVETY resources.

There was a light Bedford recovery vehicle,
described as relatively unreliable, and some
winch capacity on Volvo 202 over-snow
vehicles, as well as a Samson CVRT which 1
Para had gladly loaned on several occasions.

The benefit of the Scammell was demon-
strated by the fact that even though its area of
operation was restricted by low bridges, it
had been responsible for half the 40 recovery
tasks to date.

Both Corporal Hewett and Craftsman Fogg
had been too busy to see anything of the
country outside the routine of work.

“But we hope to get them out on skis and
give them some R&R before they go,” WO
Littler said.

However the two part-time soldiers were
clearly impressed with what they had seen.

“Its brilliant,” Craftsman Fogg said. And
Corporal Hewett added: ‘““Much better than I
thought it would be. It was warmer when we
landed here than when we left RAF
Lyneham.”

As to the skiing both were looking forward
to getting on the slopes, with some reservations.

“I tried skiing 10 years ago,” said Corporal
Hewett, ““and I wasn’t too happy with it. I
hope to improve this time.”

But on the subject of coming back to Norway
he had no doubts. ““I would definitely like to
‘come again,” he said.

]

John Hewett, right, with the snow

'REME TA: ‘a "gl:'é'ai help...
~ avaluable asset’

-

Two REME terriers in Norway — Crafts-
man Barry Fogg, left, and Corporal

capped Scammell-Eka of 119 Recovery
Company.

MORE exercise Hardfall
pictures and stories
— next issue

Exercise Hardfall was certainly an
appropriate name as far as Captain Martin
Knock, RAMC (V), was concerned.

This TA medic, a neuro-surgeon back
home in England, was doing a six-week
stintas Medical Officer at Bomoen Camp,
Voss, and devoting most of his skills to
treating twisted knees and ankles from
skiing falls on the slopes.

It was a very pleasant experience, he
said, “and a nice chance to see some
different country. Medically it was very
quiet with the 1,400 troops based in the
Voss area providing little work.”

Apart from skiing injuries, the main
problem seemed to be coughs and colds,
either the result of the dramatic extremes
of temperature between centrally heated
interiors and freezing exteriors, or of a
flu virus introduced by visitors from

_Bergen.

At the time there were four patients in

Captain Knock examines the injured
knee of Sergeant Paul Smith.

hospital and only one — a knee injury —
was serious.

This was Captain Knock's first exercise
with the Regular Army although he had

done locum work with regulars in the
past. Normally his field experience is with
his. own unit 212 Field Hospital, RAMC
(V), based in Sheffield.
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SCOTLAND (Continued)

EDINBURGH

The Scottish United Services
Museum, The Castle, Edinburgh EHI1
2YT. Telephone 031-226-6%07. Hours:
May to Sept Mon to Sat 9.30-6, Sun
11-6. Oct to April Mon to Sat 9.30-5.15,
Sun 12.30-4.30.

FORT GEORGE. Regimental
Museum of Queen’s Own High-
landers, Seaforth Highlanders and
The Queen’s Own Cameron High-
landers, Fort George, Inverness-shire
Telephone Inverness 224380. Hours:
April to Sept Mon to Fri 10-6.30, Sun
2-6.30. Oct to Mar Mon to Fri 10-4.
Closed public holidays.
GLASGOW. Museum of the Royal
Highland Fusiliers,518 Sauchiehall
Street, Glasgow G2 3LW. Telephone
041-332-0961, hours: Mon to Fri 9-4,
closed public hols.

HAMILTON. Regimental Museum,
The Cameronians (Scottish Rifles),
Mote Hill, off Muir Street, Hamilton,
Lanarkshire. Telephone Hamilton
285382. Hours: Mon to Sat 10-5 except
Wed, 10-12.

PENICUIK. Scottish Infantry
Depot (Glencorse) Museum, Bar-
racks, Milton Bridge, Penicuik, Mid-
lothian. Telephone Penicuik 72651 (or
Glencorse mil) ext 239. Hours: Mon
to Fri 9-4.30.

PERTH. The Black Waich
Museum, Balhousie Castle, Perth.
Telephone Perth 21281 (or Perth mil.)
ext 239. Hours: May to Sept Mon to
Fri 10-4.30, Sun 2-4.30. Oct to April
Mon to Fri 10-12 and 2-4.
STIRLING. Regimental Museum
Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers, Stirling Castle, Stirling FK8

YOUR GUIDE TO ARMY MUSEUMS — 8

1E]. Telephone Stirling 5165. Hours:
Easter to Sept weekdays 10-5.30, Sun
12-5.30.

WALES

BRECON. Regimental Museum of
the South Wales Borderers and
Monmouthshire Regiment, The
Barracks, Brecon, Powys LD3 7EB.
Telephone Brecon 3111 (or Brecon
mil) ext 310. Hours: daily 9-12.30 and
2-5.

CAERNARVON. Regimental
Museum of the Royal Welch Fusi-
liers, The Queen’s Tower, Caernarvon
Castle, Caernarvon. Telephone Caer-
narvon 3362. Hours: April to Sept daily
9.30-6.30. Oct to Mar weekdays 9.30-4,
Sun 2-4. Closed 24-26 Dec.
CARDIFF. The Welch Regiment
Museum, The Black and Barbican
Towers, Cardiff Castle, Cardiff CF1
2RB. Telephone 29367. Hours: sum-
mer 10-6 daily. Winter 10-4 daily.
Closed 24-26 Dec.
HAVERFORDWEST. Pembroke
Yeomanry Trust, Pembrokeshire
Museums, Castle Museum and Art
Gallery, The Castle, Haverfordwest,
Dyfed SA61 2EF. Telephone Haver-
fordwest 3708. Hours: April to Sept
10-5.30. Oct to Mar 11-4. Closed Sun
and Mon.

HOLYWELL. Grange Cavern Mili-
tary Museum, Grange Road, Holway,
Holywell, Clwyd. Telephone Holywell
713455. Hours: April to Oct 9-6. Nov
to Mar 10-5.

NORTHERN IRELAND

ARMAGH. Regimental Museum
The Royal Irish Fusiliers, Sov-
ereign’s House, The Mall, Armagh
BT61 9A]. Telephone Armagh 522911.
Hours: weekdays 10-12.30 and 2-4.30.
BELFAST. The Royal Ulster
Rifles, RHQ, The Royal Irish Rangers,
5 Waring Street, Belfast BT1 2EW.
Telephone Belfast 232086. Hours: Mon
to Fri 10-4 by appointment.
CARRICKFERGUS. Museum of
the Irish Cavalry Regiments, Car-
rickfergus Castle, Co Antrim. Tele-
phone Carrickfergus 62273. Hours:
April to Sept Mon to Sat 10-1 and 2-6,
Sun 2-6. Oct to Mar Mon to Sat 10-1
and 2-4, Sun 2-4. Closed 25 Dec.
ENNISKILLEN. Regimental
Museum The Royal Inniskilling

Fusiliers, The Castle, Enniskillen, Co
Ferranagh. Telephone Enniskillen
23142. Hours: Mon to Fri 9.30-12.30
and 2-4.30.
Re-Opening
The Royal Military Police Corps
Museum in Russillon Barracks,
Chichester, Sussex which was closed
in 1980 is due to re-open on 20 April.
It has been completely refurbished
under the direction of consultant
designer Richard Daynes.
More Changes
Apart from the Ist The Queen’s
Dragoon Guards, all the regimental
museums in Shrewsbury (SOLDIER
11 February) are now closed.
The Light Infantry museum will be
re-located in Winchester, and the
KSLI, Shropshire Yeomanry and
Shropshire RHA museums are all in
the course of moving to The Castle,
Shrewsbury which will eventually
accommodate a combined museum
with separate galleries for each
regiment.
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Kommando: German
Special Forces of
World War Two
James Lucas

H In this book isa
multitude of facts new
to many British
readers, for the topic
has never been well
chronicled, and this
evaluation of the work
of the German special
forces is much overdue
9" % §"

ﬁ c. 256 pages, 32 pages

of illus. £11.95

e
Military Small Arms
Revised & updated edition
lan Hogg & John Weeks
The fifth edition of this book
deals with hand & sub-machine
guns, bolt action & automatic
rifles, and anti-tank rifles &
ammunition

Tanks Illustrated 14 & 15

From Arms & Armour’s Spring Offensive Come. ..

The Great Rifle
Controversy
Edward Clinton Ezell
In this book, Ezell
traces the underlying
problems of the quest
for a new rifle to
replace the Garand M1.
As a result of his
research he has

1 developed some strong
opinions about the US
military's small-arms
research and

Tank War Korea Simon Dunstan

Allied Landing Craft of

Steven Zaloga

The various AFV Lypes that were
used by both offensive and
defensive forces during the
various phases of the campaign
on the far peninsula of Korea are
shown here in 122 specially
selected photographs.

D
US Halftracks of World War Two

World War Two

e
This book isa reprint of
a wartime US Naval
Intelligence manual
and it's supplement.
Since declassification
in 1946 they have
become collectors
items. This is the best
single-reference

development.
6" x 9"
352 pages
£16.95

225 illus.

This book provides a pictorial

available on these b
sampling of the wide range of

Such is the pace of change in the unique and ingenious £

small arms industry that a single halftracks used by the US army in craft.

volume reference work of this World War Two. 6%" x 9%"
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R Please send me the books I've marked above. Tick here for free catalogue a
I enclose cheque/POfor £ ......ooveieiiiriiieinnee e From: NRIIB «vsoss e «nnssmsgs 5 sokiinponhiusib bt s SUNESCRER
-hi / /Visa T
Please charge my Access/Visa number AGATEEE & oo e inoas enn s snsns varet o siss sinate s sun i s mitisciO BIS R

Card expirydate: ............ Signature ....ccceiveveriarsaies

Arms & Armour Press -amemberof the Link House Group

s ¥ =4 L




— ALL PAST & PRESENT SERVING SAILORS, SOLDIERS, PERRYS BFG
AIRMEN, WRENS, WRACS, WRAFS, NURSES & THEIR FAMILIES.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED BY THE ROYAL STAR & GARTER HOME TO Putting the force in forces export
CARE FOR THE DISABLED MEN & WOMEN OF AL THREE SERVICES

TURBICE-‘—%{NW

Very special-Very quick~Very few

RS TURBO £5950 RS TURBO CUSTOM £6250
Tax free,complete to BFG specifications as usual.

PART EXCHANGE, LOW COST FINANCE, AND THE BEST IN PERSONAL SERVICE
WELL MAINTAINED XR3.XR2.CAPRIi.GT,GTE and RS MODELS ESPECIALLY SOUGHT
ORDER NOW- NEXT MONTH MAY BE TOO LATE
Perrys BFG Export Division
51/55 High Street Edgware London
To call from Germany:00 441951 0066.Tx.261889
To call from UK. 01-951 0066

@ L0 PERRYS

The garage you'd recommend to a friend

The Royal Star & Garter H(Jme cares for severely dlsabled ex-Servicemen
and women of all ranks from all parts of the country. We rely on public
support, so please help by sending a donation or preferably asking for a
covenant form. You might also like to remember with a legacy those to lam interested in purchasmg anew

whom we o h.
= THE ROYAL | MODEL: |

&, STAR & GARTER ||| by |

ﬁ‘% Home for Disabled Sailors, Soldiers & Airmen. <o |
Richmond, Surrey TW10 6RR. Tel: 01-940 3314
Tel No. _.I

Registered Chanity No. 210119 & 286781

VECTOR Pack Systems International offer the
first range of packs to be specifically developed for i : :
military use. They are the first sacks to be made | ; :

from DPM and lﬁe first sacks with a fully adjust- | Model Hiust: RECCE
able back system. With over 15 years of field and S G
expedition testing it's no surprise that the VECTOR | Top stabilizer straps
range is the most sophisticated and hard wearing |
packs available for military use

The Commando (illustrated left) features:

® 70 expanding to 100+ litre capacity * Lowe
fully adjustable Paralux Suspension system e
Zip-away base for ease of access * 4 Bellows
pockets with dla?onal and horizontal com-
pression straps ¢ Floating lid — enabling larger
items to be carried * Ski/Rifle sleeves * Inside
radio pocket * Antenna opening * Straps on
front for entrenching tools ¢ Bivi extension
sleeve ® Top and map pockets ® Waistbelt also
incorporates leg slings for abseiling, climbing
or helicopter evacuation ® Sack can be jetti-
soned leaving wearer attached to harness ¢
Triple stitched and bound seams ® Available in
heavy duty pack cloth in Olive Drab or DPM

FECTOR  1=A0ERs OF THE PACK

For further details write to Dept VI, Europa Sport, Ann Street, Kendal, Cumbria.

' /Am-‘!
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The new Golt.

Value added. Taxdeducted.

The Golfis one of the most successful cars of all time.

Where the Golf leaves off, the new Golf begins. It's
roomier inside —it has better legroom, headroom and elbow
room as well as 30% more luggage space.
Aerodynamically, it's the most efficient car in its class. That
means better economy and performance —and a larger, 12
gallon fuel tank means fewer stops at the garage. Increased
travel on the front and rear suspension produces an even
smoother ride and a completely new heating and
ventilation system makes this Golf a superbly comfortable
car to drive whether you're out on the motorway or nipping
around fown. :

If you're a member of the British Forces with an
overseas posting, ora NATO serviceman, you can buya
new Golf tax free which will save you hundreds of pounds.

We've special forces pricing and we can arrange
finance to help you save even more. From the moment you
make your choice, one of our Export Sales consultants will
personally take care of all the ins and outs of document-
ation, customs, registration, insurance — even shipping.

And make sure the model you take is right for where
you're going. All cars are e
available with eitherleft or Y
right-hand drive. We can
supply most models from
stock and even when you've

—
Personal Export Sales

gone we |l look after you with the world's finest service.
For more information call us on 01-486 8411 or clip
the coupon.

Personal Export Sales,
V.A.G (United Kingdom) Limited, $6/85
Audi Volkswagen Concessionaires, :

95 Baker Street, London WM 1FB.

Name

Rank

Address

Unit/Regt.

Military Tel. No. Ex.

Approx. Delivery Date

| am Interested in

A




CLASSIFIED .............. CLASSIFIED ............... CLASSIFIED

For Sale

1958 webbing and bits of equipment
for sale. Ideal for cadets. Offers.
Phone 01-854 9990 between 8am and
5pm, ask for Tim.

QOWWY NCO’s arm badges (Pear
Blossom) £2 each.

PRI 67th (QOWWY) Signal Sqn, TA
Centre, Stratford upon Avon, CV37
6HW,

RAMC mess kit with waistcoat and
shirt (S/Sgt), 42 chest, 36 waist, 30
leg, 15Y, neck, good condition. £75.
Lawton, 155 Chester Road, Tarke,
Staffs. 07816 3878.

Spring sale: regimental cap badges,
some Victorian, many GVI. DCLI (1
VB) Somerset, Shropshire LI); In-
niskilling, King, Queens Dragoons);
Bengal, Madras, Munster Fusiliers;
Scots, Grenadier, Coldstream Guards;
Royal Artillery with spin wheel; vol
regts, corps, over 60 regts. All old type,
no staybrights. Over 500 badges. Large
SAE for lists.

Morley Wescomb, 28 Church St,
Mevagissey, Cornwall,

Royal Navy collectors list. Badges,
regalia, swords, midshipmans dirk, cap
tallies: Hood, Rodney, KGV, Van-
guard, Revenge, Combined Ops,
Sheffield, Collossus and many more at
£2.25. German tallies, Scharnhorst,
Gneisenau, Tirpitz, Prince Eugen, Graf
Spee, Admiral Scheer, Admiral Hipper
£3.50. Large SAE for lists.

Morley Wescomb, 28 Church St,
Mevagissey, Cornwall.

Foreign Legion beret badges, Para,
Infantry, Cavalry, £1.50 each. Para
wings £2.50. French Marine Para beret
badges, £2.00 and SAE free list.
Bate, 5 Church St, Wymeswold, Leics
LEI12 6TX. Tel: 0509 880146.
Record ‘Here's to the Boys in the
Falkland Isles’. Get your copy of this
fantastic single. Made to raise £400 for
South Atlantic appeal. £400 raised —
200 records left! Price £1.20 incl P&P.
Paul Eyres, HQ SSVC, Film Distri-
bution Dept, BFPO 29,

Wisewear heavyweight waxed cotton
jackets British DPM £36.90, or olive
green £31.90 (XL sizes add £2). SAE
full catalogue,

Dept SD, Unit 1, Church St, Dorking,
Surrey. Telephone for Barclaycard,
Access or COD immediate desparch,
Tel Dorking 883780. Quantity dis-
Counts available,

Army green penholder brazzards with
flap for rank, £2.30, DPM style £2.50,
includes P&P,
V Henderson, 6 Thames Crescent,
Melksham, Wilts, SN12 8BH.
Military history, regimental histories,
campaigns etc, many books available,
send first class stamp for list.
M G Pearson, Book Sales (82), 13
Aintree Crescent, Barkingside, Essex,
I1G6 2HD.
. Male shop window dummy. Ideal for
displaying military uniforms for the
collector. £40 or would part-exchange
for Hampshire insignia.
P ] Wiggins, 12 Southlea, Cliddesden,
Basingstoke, Hants, RG25 2JN. Tel:
Basingstoke 461638.
Bergan (G5): used once, excellent
condition, also free utility straps. Quick
offer, phone now!
M Stow, 72a Grange Road, Sutton,
Surrey. Tel: 01-6438561 or 01-542
6261.
Frames. An attractive frame for your
medals. A smart white-gloss wood
frame will display from one to six
medals, Standard size 7”x 7”. Clear
perspex-type glazing. When ordering
state number of medals and branch of
Forces, or send SAE for leaflet. Price
£6.25 (CWO) includes P&P, UK and
BFPO.

Arthur Rich, 8 High St, Emberton,
Olney, Bucks, MK46 5DH. 0234
712568.

Why not make a hobby of collecting?
Coronation, jubilee, school, SpOrts,
masonic, buffs, religious and other
miscellaneous medals. Military lapel
badges and miscellaneous lapel badges
etc from £1. Send stamp for list and
free offer to:

18 Hollybank Road, Birkenhead.
American Airforce Army Para-
trooper, special forces etc, cloth/metal
badges and uniform items. SAE for
list.

GI Supplies, 10 Rousebarn Lane,
Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Herts,
WD3 3RL.

Regimental ties, blazer badges,
cufflinks, buttons and medals, cap
badges etc. SAE or IRC for FREE
price list from:

Cairncross & Son (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue St, Filey, North Yorkshire, YO 14
9HU. Tel: Scarborough 513287.

The Military Cross. Superb die-struck
museum quality replicas, now available
£17.50 each inc VAT/post.

S D Kellaway, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP. 0455
39262.

Records and cassettes from 99p. Rock,
jazz, standards, C& W. All new. All
bargains. SAE for lists.

Horizon Records, 4 Henley Close,
Elton, Bury, Lancs, BL8 2DF.

Face veil scarves in Shetland wool.
54" x 15" approx. Weight 6ozs.
Commo or white. £5.50 incl P &P.
Skerry Knitwear, Rutherford Gate
Lodge, Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5
BNW.

Beersteins Half-litre grey, any crest,
any colours, minimum 60 pieces at
DM 10.30 each, all costs included. No
VAT added.

Andresen-Versand, Zur Rosenau 1,
D-6251, Runkel-Hofen, Germany.
06482-2344.

War and campaign medals, full size or
miniature, supplied loose or ready
mounted for wear. Blazer badges in
gold/silver wire. SAE for quotation.
B& A A Mitchells, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

Wanted

Household Brigade/Guards Journals,
Trooping the Colour programmes up
to 1982; programmes of new Colours
to Guards or Houschold Cavalry Regts;
and old tourist photos/postcards etc
on pre 1960 ceremony duties.

Phone 01-732 7831.

General list cap badge with Queen’s
Crown to complete collection. Good
price paid for genuine article.

Cpl Moreton, ACC, Attached Royal
Hussars, BFPO 38.

Buying all types of militaria. Medals,
badges, insignia, government surplus
etc. Single items or large lots. Describe
and price. Payment made in sterling.
Invicta International, 740 Gladstone,
Ottawa, Canada, KIR 6XR.

A hobby with a difference — try being
an 18th century soldier in your leisure
time! We are looking for additional
members, ideally with a services
background, to help build up the cadre
of our re-created unit of the Ist French
Republic, the 9¢ Demi-Brigade des
Troupes Legers (c1794), to its full
establishment strength of 108 officers
and men. We participate in historical
re-enactments and ‘living history’
projects throughout the year in the
UK and on the continent, Further
enquiries to:

Ian Edwards, 3 Woodcroft, London,
N21 3QN. Tel: 01-882 1280.

Cadet requires holiday accom-
modation, near coast, cheap, away from
crowds, west coast England, June/July,
self-catering.

R Coulson, 4 Clifford Close, Church
Road, Northolt, Middx. Tel: 01-631
2094.

Set of Durham Light Infantry buttons
for blazer (good condition).

Albert Owers, 38 South Meadows,
Wrington, Bristol, Avon. Tel:
Wrington 862925.

Situation Vacant

Territorial Army Company 21/C.
Hampshire based Infantry company
requires the services and commitment
of an experienced officer. If you have a
Regular or Territorial background at
21/Cor Platoon Command level please
get in touch with us for an informal
discussion.

The Coy Comd, B Coy, 1 Bn The
Wessex Regiment (Rifle Volunteers),
Newburgh House, Newburgh St,
Winchester. Tel: Winchester 63071.

Holidays

8t Tropez. 5-berth family caravan for
hire from £50 per week. 4-star beach
site, all amenities.

Mrs Hardaker, ¢/o0 152 Regt RCT (V),
BFPO 801. Telephone (08462) 70831,
Private caravan, 6-berth, beach site,
St Tropez, from £100 per week, Gas,
electric free, flush toilet, shower.
Contact Capt Price, Aldershot 314370,
Lake District, three bedroom holiday
flat, Coniston. Centre of village. TV,
car parking, fully equipped. Except
bed linen. Sleeps 6/8.

Coniston Cooperative Society, Yewdale
Road, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8DU,
096641247/0966 41764.

South of France. For hire a luxury
6-berth home situated in Frejus. All
date available and costs from only
£85.00 per week.

Mr ] O’Connor, 93 Dingle Road,
Rushden, Northants. Tel: 0933 50086.
Costa del sol. Two-bedroomed duplex
apartment to let from £9 per week,
Large terrace overlooking private beach
and pool.

Major (Retd) Bolton, 1 Plantation
Road, Tidworth, Hants. Tel: Stone-
henge 46477.

Costa del sol luxury holiday apartment
to let in Benalmadena, near Malaga.
Fully furnished, sleeps four. Private
pool, flights arranged.

Major W Jones, ACO, 2 Magdelen St,
Norwich, Norfolk. Tel: 0603 24616.
Costa Brava, Private apartment sleeps
4/5, swimming pool, superb beaches,
Mrs Winter, 8 Oake Court, Portinscale
Road, London SW15. 01-870 2341.
France South. Near Cannes, 26’
luxury 6-berth mobile homes. All
mod cons, swimming pool, bar, shop.
Near sandy beaches. Resident British
managers. From £75 pw inclusive.
For colour brochure:

Cote d’Azur Holidays, 208 Canter-
bury Road, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6
5UB. Tel: 0227-372589/372427.
Bournemouth. Superior self-catering
holiday flats between sea and shops,
colour TV, parking.

Mrs Cross, 165 Wilton Road, Salis-
bury, Wilts. 0722 28193.

Tenerife: Forces special, jumbo jet
day flight plus superb beach apart-
ment in south from £199 per person 2
weeks, 4 sharing, one in twelve free,
fully bonded.

Viva Travel Ltd, B&H House, 6
Wheler St, LKondon, E1 6NR. 01
247 1982/6.

France or Spain, luxury mobile homes
from £70 pw. 4-star sites. Package deals
arranged. Excetional value.

Sqn Ldr J C Stirling, 18 Corpach
Drive, Dunfermline. 0383-732374.
Fully furnished self-catering holiday
flats to sleep up to five persons, available
in central London for a period of seven
days or more. Apply:

Secretary, Union Jack Club, Sandell
St, London, SEI 8UJ.

Ramsgate. Small family guest house
would welcome long term/short term
residents. 50 yds sea, central heating,
television, friendly atmosphere. Write
or phone (before 10am please).

Guest House Spencer, 29 Augusta
Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: 0843
588833,

Cars/Caravans

Toyota Starlett left-hand drive, 23,000
kilometres, Y reg, tax paid, £1,800 ono.
Excellent condition.

Capt McGrath, Aldershot 22521 ext
329/340.

Services

Travel agent. Travel with us from
anywhere to anywhere. Cheapest flights
worldwide including Cyprus. For
military personnel we offer the lowest
possible prices for your flight only, or
your family holiday. Call or write.
The Aldershot Agency, 245 High
Sfrcct, Aldershot, Hants. Tel: (0252)
316161.

Leaving the Army? During 1984, 1
was able to assist 61 members of the
Services in their efforts to find civilian
employment by preparing for them a
professional curriculum vitae which
effectively translated their military
experience into language employers
understand and value. Let me, an ex-
Army Officer and now a personnel
manager in Industry, prepare your CV.
Write without obligation to:

John Cooper, 12 Water St, Stamford,
Lincs, PE9 2N]J. 0780 62960.

SOS. Why accept someone else’s idea
of ideal? We custom-make almost
anything in 4 oz waterproof DPM. Of
course we also have a standard range
of: Bashas, Bergan liners, Bergan capes,
Holdalls, Gaiters, Brassards etc. Send
in your ideas for a quotation or ring for
details. (0706) 220 728.

Special Order Service, Basha Enter-
prises, PO Box 13, Rossendale, Lancs,
BB4 8SU.

Conveyancing. Let us act for you
when buying or selling your house
anywhere in England or Wales and we
can save you over 50 per cent on your
‘legal costs’. We are quick and efficient
and have over 25 years experience at
all levels of Conveyancing. We carry
full Professional Indemnity Insurance
and are bonded in £1 million. We also
publish Full Comprehensive Convey-
ancing any save even more. Established
1977. Write or phone for brochure to:
Chancery & Co, 13 Bampton Street,
Tiverton, Devon, EX16 6AA. (0884
256048).

Starting your own business? When
you leave let me help to plan your
future.

Castle Investment Group, 23 Botanic
Ave, Belfast. Tel: Mr Middleton 0232
246078. ¢

House Letting

The Servicemen’s Letting and Care-
taking Agency provides a property
management service which is second”
to none. Designed by servicemen
specifically for house-owning service-
men in the Surrey/Wiltshire/Hamp-

shire areas. For brochure write or -

phone:
SLCA Wild Pines, Tekels Way,
Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847,

Houses for Sale

Two-bedroomed semi-detached
bungalow, garage, gardens, insulated
roof and walls. £25,000 ono includes
carpets, cooker and fitted bedroom
furniture.

Back, 5 Osprey Close, Scotton,
Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire.
0748-834626.
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: 73 i “Make CASHS NAMETAPES
s S 8 PR someone Mailed in 28 days after receipt.
o , o o 3 doz (same name) £6.12
coNTINENTRL happy 6 doz (same name) £5.70
g & : 12 doz (same name) £7.30
. 1
-18-32 HOLIDAYS SEND THEM A BEAR! | | ;,..., onciose chequerPO pay-
: - bear ko the person of your choios in a bright able to Boddingtons.
yollow package with & card saying: Write name in block letters stating
“SOMEONE, mﬂms YOURE red/blue/black lettering.
= Wite ow 1o: Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons
POSTAL BEARS, Dept. S.8a Coliege Hil Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop's
Shewwsbury SY1 1LZ

Stortford, Herts.
SPECIALISTS FOR YOUTH HOLIDAYS bl
Youth Village — Corfu from £115
Apartments — Ibiza from £89
Hotel Therma — Rhodes from £134
Flights from Gatwick/Manchester/Birmingham

ORDER YOUR BROCHURE NOW — PHONE
(0708) 752653 01-406 6866 061-832 2333

US DOG TAGS

GENUINE ISSUE
: KIT

2 tags in steel

Stamped with

your name etc

2 tags with 4 lines and 14

spaces per line. Send details
in block capitals to:

4

[

QUARTERMASTERS 1‘
[

3 Torrens Street, 4 These genuine

LONDON EC1V 1INQ British issue
Tel: 01-278 9760 E waterproof high

| leg DMS Boots are
‘ rhsun)\}iiﬂ now available in size 7-12. Just state
| PegRvicES R b th 1 your size and send only £28.50-+ £1.70

N EORCHE emember those you love
SI‘IECIALISTS h. 1 I Es - @ As above factory 2nds ~ £22.50
whilst youreon =g ekt
UK. & LET US E t ' ® DMS ankle boots new  £18.50
OVERSEAS GIVE YOU aS er pa @ NI Boots £23.99
KIT COVER A ¢ @ DMS ankle boots grade 1 £6.50
:c:gssuom FREE (P2} @ Jungle Boots new £26.99
HOLIOAY QUOTE % W ® Ger_rnan Para Boots grade 1 £14.99
HORSE COVER X g o e e wey o :Lm::m g g‘g

o feel, show your love by sending ellies a
Soverelgn Insurance Services, @ e st gl @ Wrens shoes new £9.99
The Packway, Larkhill. L ResraUma - @ Cushion Sox new £2.99
Nr. Salisbury. Wilts SP4 BPY NN ﬁﬁlﬁ;&'ﬁ:ﬁ?&?ﬁ&ﬁ"ﬁﬁ%& @ Arctic Sox new £350
i milk ¢ and a
L Tel. 0044-980-53431. @ gnfﬁr?ﬂr%\f'lm:?&%‘i ‘Afi;ifkw;:‘!r:;’:“ i @ [nsoles new £1.50
| o kil e = @ Para laces £1.50
@ Sty o wyin pRY RS @ Sea sox £3.50
THE BRITISH ARMY - .§1 Prices include postage to anywhere in the U K. plus @ Trousers lightweight new £12.50
A POCKET numsl 1oy S| ful grft weapgng Sive £2.on Iumep @ DPM lightweights new  £22.50
last - a comy handbook on i

= Grgamsanuif E::m.i:“afue'zqufﬁmem o sl @ DPM shirts lightweight new £18.50

today's British Army. Essential reading for BunnyMisty

combat soldiers. PRICE: £2.00 (includes 50p p&p)

THE SOVIET LAND FORCES - 5 :
2. A POCKET GUIDE 7 j g
The only pocket guide that provides v -
current information on the organisations and \ 7 [ send order.with cheque/P 0.
equipment currently in use with the Soviet Amy N ' | and your personal message to:

N
( P&P on any quantity £1.70
(SAE for free catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (SMF)
London E1 4PS

Designed o fit the pocket of a combat jacket Tel 01-790 5257

E:lOC; £1.50 (includes 500 p&p) FRﬁEPOS'h (Pe | callers M i)
4Py | Britain's leadi iers of

A& F (Depl WA), BA Colloge Hill, Shrewsbury, SY1 1LZ 2-4-Piccadilly, Bradford, no'm m. kit

West Yorkshire BD1 1BR

ATSUN “%iiveior voney

® Datsun Sunny No 1 in “Which" Report Jan 1983
@ Datsun Bluebird No 4 in “Which" Report Jan 1983

FORD Gives you more

e XR2 ®XR3 ®RS1600i ®Sierra etc.

Also: LEYLAND/ROVER VAUXHALL/OPEL

* Forces tax free specialists —_——  ———— ——— — e e ———— — —
+ Blg dlscounts | Return this coupon marking it Sovereign FREEPOST . Larkhill. Salisbury. Wiltshire Tel (0980) 53431152366 |
«Part exchange top prices paid | "™ HRGK l
* Low deposit finance ll Address |
* Special overseas bank loans | |
» Special insurance division | Make/Mode! Required :

| Part Exchange . Posting Date e

I—-———-——-—-———-———.———_——_————-———.——-l
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ROYAL ARMY
DENTAL
CORPS

British military dental surgery
dates from the 17th century and
atthattime it was a punishable
offence for a man of military
age to have his front teeth
removed — rendering him
unable to open the fuse of a
grenade or release the powder
from a cartridge! 2

Although it was well-known
to Army surgeons that dental
care was important, no dental
surgeons were employed in the
British Army.

In 1900 a Mr Newland Pedley
was permitted to proceed to
the theatre of operations in
South Africa at his own
expense and providing hisown
equipment, and thereby have
the honour of becoming the
first British dental surgeon to
treat the active service soldier.

The following year six dental
surgeons were appointed, two
toservein England, the remain-
der in South Africa.

" They had no Army status,

were paid One Pound per day
and captain’s allowances, and

had to supply their own equip-
ment.

At one stage of the Boer War,
to make up for the lack of dental
care —and perhaps a reflection
on the quality of the meat
supplied — a large number of
mincing machines were allot-
ted to units to assist in the
mastication of food.

Things continued in this
unsatisfactory state until Sir
Douglas Haig developed severe
toothache during the Battle of
The Aisne in October 1914,

It must be more than mere
coincidence that by the end
of the year 20 dental surgeons
had been appointed, all ser-
ving in France.

Now they were recognised,
being appointed temporary
lieutenants, held on the
General List, and attached to
the RAMC.

By November 1918 the need
for dental officers had been
fully recognised and the count
stood at 831.

However, it was not until 4
January 1921 that the Army
Dental Corps was formed by
Royal Warrant to provide dental
treatment to the Army and not
until 1 July 1930 to the Royal
Air Force also.

World War 2 greatly im-
proved the efficiency and
scope of the Corps which
particularily benefited from the
influx of professional dentists
and dental technicians as the
Army expanded and new tech-
niques developed.

The first head-dress badge
of the Corps incorporated the
initials of its title withip a wreath
of laurel surmounted by an
Imperial crown.

It was worn by soldiers in
gilding metal, officers wore the
badgein giltor bronze. (Sealed
11 August 1921).

The second design, shown
below, was far more imagina-
tive calling on both Chinese
and Greek sources.

The Dragon is the Chinese

f'

ENTI1BUS 2

=

|
|

““Three teeth, extracted in error,
sign here”’,

emblem of dentistry, and in
Greek mythology Cadmus, son
of Agenor, King of Phoenicia,
slew the dragon that had killed
his companions. :

Instructed by Athena he
sowed the dragon’s teeth in the
ground, and a race of fierce
men sprang up called Sparti
(Sown).

This format, with the head of
the dragon and sword blade in
white metal, remainder in
gilding metal, was sealed on
the 16 January 1948.

It became necessary due to
the prefix “Royal” being gran-
ted to the Corps in recognition
of their services during the late
war, and they are immensely
proud of that distinction.

The motto “Ex Dentibus
Ensis” is translated as “From
the teeth a sword".

The present design, differing
only inthe change of the crown
to that of the present Sov-
ereign, dates from 27 July 1954
and is currently worn in
anodised materials by soldiers,
in silver and gilt by officers.

HUGH L. KING

- A Gift that shows
you care!

A box of superb, freshly cut; Guernsey flowers

Rl N .
ill in and return to ‘World of Flowers’
The Flower Centre, Castel, 5

Channel Islands, G.B.

together with a personal message from you is the gift
that shows you really care. Sending someone flowers
is a good idea at anytime but with Easter almost upon
us now is the ideal time.
All messages will be typed out onto attractive card
and enclosed with the flowers.
How to Order

Simply fill in the form opposite ticking off your choice
of flowers. Make out a cheque to ‘World of Flowers'
for the correct amount and post these along with your
message to the address shown below. ( Please write
— your message out clearly). If you wish to pay by
Credit card, tick the appropriate box, fill in your
© card number and add signature
Late orders can be placed over the phone.

The Flower Centre, Castel,
Guernsey, Channel Islands, G.B.
Telephone 0481 57104

. Mixed blooms 10 £7.50
| Carnatlons = rers 20 DU £1400
. Mixedblooms 15 [ £7.50
Freesias with Fern 30 0O s1400
-, Pink, Yellow 1. D £7.50

I Roses or Orange 20 O si400 I
es Red w 0O £8.50
Rose: 20 a si15s50
Mixed Box or Springflowers - O £10.00

p
Total of Order £

I Order from

I'ro

Please debit my Credit card to value of £

I Diners 0O

American Express [

visa 0O
Access O

|

(x Card No. I

Signature
l All orders will be acknowledged
S o — I SEE—— —

S1
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GREEN JACKETS
RE-TRACE
SHACKLETON’S
EPIC TREK

HE Royal Green Jackets

have re-traced the steps of

Sir Ernest Shackleton’s

epic antarctic trek across
South Georgia.

The team, led by Captain Roger
Morgan-Grenville, included Cap-
tain Peter Gilbert, RAMC, and
Royal Marines Sergeant ‘Tug’
Wilson, and left Pegotty Bluff on
King Haakon Bay in darkness.

Despite two stops forced on it
by high winds, driving rain and
sleet, poor visibility and a high
chill factor, it still managed to
reassess the Shackleton route on
the thirty mile west to east transit
of the islands that took only 31
hours.

Although only 30 miles in a
straight line, this became 40 miles
by enforced deviations that still

could not avoid wading waist deep
in streams of glacier melt, made all
the more physically demanding by
each man being in patrol order
with more than sixty pounds on
his back!

The leader calculated that in a
single stretch of two kilometres
they crossed 300 crevasses!

Shackleton’s dash across took
36 hours. It was a last desperate
act in an effort to summon help
that began with Shackleton and
five companions sailing an open
boat, the tiny ‘James Caird’, across
800 miles of antarctic seas from
Elephant Island to beach at Pegotty
Bluff on the south west coast of
South Georgia on 16 May 1916.

Shackleton with two com-
panions, Crean and Worsley, set
off lightly clad, without sleeping

Grytviken

bags, tents or skis, well knowing
that they could not sleep, shelter
or turn back. They carried only an
adze, 50 feet of rope and tea
sufficient for three brews.

This successful feat of endeavour
and endurance maintained Shackle-
ton’s immacualte record — he never
lost a man under his command.

For the end result was that all
22 men on Elephant Island and
the three left at Pegotty Bluff were
picked up alive and lived to tell of
their ordeal.

Throughout the reconstructed
trek the Royal Navy kept a weather
eye open for the team.

Captain Roger Morgan-Grenville by Shackleton’

grave at

The exercise controller, Com-
mander Simon Moore, RN, com-
manding officer of HMS Berwick,
was the first to greet and
congratulate the patrol on its
jubilant arrival at Stromness.

He was closely followed by
Major Christopher Mieville, RG],
Officer Commanding Troops South
Georgia.

Other team members were:
Corporal David Tainty, Lance
Corporals Stephen Pearce, Sean
Mayer, James Harris, and Rifle-
men Andrew Patrick, Gordon
McGilure, ‘Jeff” P W Jephcote, Roy
Smith, Clive Rowlands.

FOUNDED 1667 @#3%, STOURBRIDGE
e

&

OLD SWINFORD
HOSPITAL SCHOOL

Full boarding fees £850 per term

500 boys aged 11-18, mainly boarders. 130 in
sixth form.

Usual ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels with computer science,
electronics, design and technology.

Entry at 11, 13 or sixth form. (One third of the
boarders come from service families — boarding
fees are more than covered by the services
education grant.)

Individual study bedrooms for sixth formers.
Three new boarding houses. Cadet force and
wide range of out-of-school activities. New rifle
range, squash courts, tuck shop.

The school is voluntary aided, so no tuition fees
are payable.

Rifleman Roy Smith crossing Konig glacier melt stream, above,
and Captain Peter Gilbert and Lance Corporal Sean Mayer move
away from the comfort of a Royal Navy Sea King.

If we may send you a prospectus or you would
like to visit the school please phone the
Headmaster’s secretary or write to:

Old Swinford Hospital School, Stourbridge,
West Midlands DY8 QX. Tel: Stourbridge
370025 and 394648.
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~ THE SECOND 'I'IME

AROUHD

The first SOLDIER competition, a general
knowledge quiz, appeared in Vol 1, No I just
40 years ago. You didn’t get £50 then for the
answers — they were published in the same
issue.

To celebrate its 40th anniversary, SOL-
DIER has decided to give readers another
chance to answer those first 24 questions,
and this time there will be £50 for the lucky

entrant whose correct answers are the first
out of the hat.

If you are fortunate enough to have a copy
of the first issue of SOLDIER, your task is an
easy one. If not, it will be a little more difficult,
but worth it for a crack at SOLDIER’s £50
prize.

The answers used to judge the competition
will be those which appeared in the first edition

COMPETITION 359

of SOLDIER — the answers which were
appropriate at that time.

The rules of the competition are the same
as usual. The competition is open to all readers
at home and overseas and the closing date is
10 May. The answer and winner’s name will
be announced in our issue of 3 June.

Each entry must be accompanied by the
‘Competition 359" label at the top of this
column. For two entries send two labels (not
photo copies), three entries three labels, and
50 on.

In the case of more than one correct entry
being received, the winner will be drawn by
lots. No correspondence can be entered into.

Send your answers by postcard or letter to:
Prize Competition, SOLDIER, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

1 Crinose meansfat, thin, hairy,
bald, drunk, wrinkled, silly?

2 Who wrote (a) The Picture of
Dorian Gray, (b) A Portrait of the
Artist as a Young Man?

3 Which of the following is an
‘intruder’, and why? — Ice, Stone,
Cork, Oil, Oak, Orange, Apple.

4 What is a deemster?

5 How did Court Plaster come
to be so called?

6 What musical instrument is
used in a ship for which no music
is ever written?

7 What is copra used for?

8 What are the Elysian Fields?

9 What were the surnames of
Romeo and Juliet?

10 Who first said, “Neither here
nor there,” and where?

*11 What is the capital of the Isle

of Man?

12 With what other persons are
these people associated? — (a)
Henry Irving, (b) Dr Johnson.

13 A diva is an Indian bird,
singer, Spanish coin, ballet
dancer, plant?

14 Who wrote (a) The Brass
Bottle, (b) The Bottle Imp?

15 Which of the following is an
‘intruder’, and why? — Goose,
Turkey, Pheasant, Bombay Duck,
Partridge, Guinea hen.

16 Who was the first woman to
fly the Atlantic solo?

17 Which king of England was
called the Lionheart?

18 What insects make food for
human beings?

19 Which of the following is
mis-spelt? — Desuetude, Deci-
mate, Dandelion, Delphiniam,
Dependance.

20 What is the difference be-
tween obtuse and abstruse?

21 In. chess, what is the name
given to a draw?

22 From what creature do we
get isinglass and caviare?

23 What is a native of Nova
Scotia called?

24 Complete the phrases: (a)
Quid pro..., (b) Wait and...

INVICTA EXPORT is a part of the Ramsgate Division of
Invicta Motors Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East
Kent, established for 60 years. Nobody is better qualified
to give you help and guidance in choosing your new Ford —
specialising makes the difference.,

¥ Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 mins.
from Ramsgate Ferry Terminal and 40 mins. from Dover.
¥ No hidden charges. % Part-exchange welcome.

¥ Finance and insurance arranged on request. *

*Written details available on request.

INVICTA

—— e e — —— ———— ———— — — —
_u_Return the coupon for free Information Pack to: Invicta Motors Limited,
“ & Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: Thanet 593784 Telex 96331

4"« . =
|
Tick items ofmafn interest: FIESTA onrom[]s:snm[] |
ESCORT[ ]GRANADA[ ] CAPR/ S6/85
o— — e — e o e
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Got something to say, a point to
make or a story to tell? This is
your page to exchange your news,
views, comments and opinions. All
we ask is that you keep it brief and
include your full name and address
although not necessarily for pub-
lication. Write: Mail Drop,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

DISGRUNTLED

I AM moved to make a comment or
two on your eulogy of the Victory
Services Club. I am a comparatively
new member, who stayed there for the
first time for a few days last autumn.

During that time I talked to many
members, from all walks of life and
from many parts of the world. Not one
of them was other than disgruntled,
and all said they had joined simply
because ‘it was handy’.

You mention ‘improvements’ to
kitchen and reception areas. No
mention of bedrooms! Mine was cold,
bare-boarded, with a tatty strip of what
had been carpet, and was furnished
with decrepit junk.

My bed was comfortable, but I was
not allowed a decent night’s sleep, as
the staff came on duty in the corridor
outside and kicked up pandemonium
early in the morning, A complaint to
the supervisor made not the slightest
difference.

The restaurant is extremely good; I
had two splendid and reasonably-priced
dinners. But the cafeteriais very poor,
and the charges outrageous; a thimble-
ful of grapefruit juice, for example,
cost (from memory) 18p. A litre of the
stuff costs about 40p!

The bar is apparently a normal
commercial concern, with standard
prices. Even the local British Legion
Club, which is not residential, sells
. -drinks at discount prices. And why on
earth should members be made to leave

MAIL DROP

the bar in their own private club at
normal closing time?

At midnight all lounges are closed.
In heaven's name, why? Staff are on
duty, and members should surely be
able to sit in a lounge and chat all
night. When I protested I was told
none too politely by the porter that
‘it’s in the rules’.

There are more rules and regulations
displayed in the foyer than one would
expect to find in a prison. If one wishes
to discuss them with the general
manager, he may be seen ‘by appoint-
ment’. Is he not an employee of the
members?

It is quite impossible to raise the
subject of rules at the AGM: there
isn’t one! Nor can one contact the
governing body; it seems that no-one
may be told who they are. (My thanks
to Mr Margetts for enlightenment).

Who gave this autocratic body the
right to ‘nominate their successors’?
No self-perpuating oligarchy can ever
be a good thing.

You illustrate the plaque with its
inscription ‘. . . for ex-Service men and
women . .." The admission of serving
personnel has resulted, I am told, in
the occasional inability of members to
obtain accommodation.

The USA membership does not help;
I met a wealthy (but very friendly)
American colonel who told me the
cheap accommodation paid for his
frequent visits to the UK.

The membership card may be
withdrawn at any time and without
explanation. I spoke to an ex-officer
who had been a member for best part
of forty years, and for most of that
time had been trying to find out how
to get the rules changed.

His advice? “Don’t push it, son.

They’ll try to take your card away, as
they tried to take mine.”” Enough said
— P S Day, 12 The Grove,
Woodcock Road, Norwich NR3
3TN.
THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB
reply: I was surprised that your reader
chose to level criricism of The Victory
Services Club in your columns, rather
than directly to the General Manager.

Admirtedly, the General Manager is
a very busy man, but he will always
make time available for members,
providing they make appointments. [t is
nonsense 1o suggest that he keep an open
door at all times.

I agree that the room Mr Day occupied

Please send me
l enclose £

Name
| Address

2 pairs elastics (— 1 card) for £1 50 incl. p & p.
Reductions on orders of 36+ cards, write for details.

Stepal Trading,

York House,

22 Frederick
Street,

® BIRMINGHAM,
i B1 3HE.

pairs of elastics for which |

|
T T T e s i AR IO
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is noisy, but it is one of the cheaper rooms
in the club, and is only offered where no
other single accommodation is avatlable.
His other criticisms are not accepted.

The prices in the cafeteria bear
comparison with similar establishments
in the area, whilst the price of drinks is
less than in local bars. Bar opening hours
are governed by the Local Licensing
Regulations.

Certainly there are simple rules and
regulations, which are enforced. If they
were not, the standards which we strive
to mainiain, would be adversely affected.

The membership, now over 39,000 and
still rising, would drop, bedroom
occupancy would go down, and money
would not be available for improving
still further the Club’s amenities.

Lastly, I should point out that it is due
to the professionalism and dedication of
the Members of the Council, who give
their services entirely free, and to the
devotion of a loyal staff, thar the club
has made such strides over the past few
years. — F B P Brayne-Nicholls
(Rear-Admiral), Chairman, The
Victory Services Club, 63/79 Sey-
mour St, London W2 2HF.

PEGASUS GOLF

Airborne Forces have been playing golf
as a society since the late '40s, long
before the present day support the
game enjoys.

I have taken over as Secretary of the
Society.

It is my intention to revive interest
in the Society and to organise a full
membership with hopefully an in-
teresting and competitive fixture list.
The only fixture we have at present is
against Moor Park; this year (18 July)
marks the 20th encounter.

My first step was to invite a senior
member of the Regiment to become
our President and after consultation
with the Regimental Colonel and
several senior golfers an invitation was
extended to General Sir Frank King
GCB, MBE. I am delighted to report
that he has accepted and I am sure that
all Airborne golfers join me in
welcoming him as our first President.

My immediate aims are to: En-
courage all Airborne golfers to become
members of the Society at an annual
membership of £5; Once the member-
ship is enrolled to form a Committee
to manage our affairs; Build up an
annual championship and fixture list;
Produce a Society sweater and tie.

Membership will be open to any
soldier past or present who served with
Airborne Forces during the last war,
or any soldier who has qualified as a
parachutist and served with Airborne
Forces since 1946.

If you are interested in becoming a
member please contact: Lt Col (SQM)
J S Williams MBE DCM PARA Staff
College, Camberley, Surrey, GU15
4NP.

Queens School, Rheindahlen (1960-
66) former pupils are asked to contact
Brian Airey of County Police Station,
Wallscote Road, Weston super Mare,
Avon, who is considering trying to
organise a reunion.

The Loyal Regiment (North Lan-
cashire) annual reunion and dinner
dance is to be held at the Masonic
Hall, Saul St, Preston on Saturday 1

June 1985. Tickets available by
application to The Secretary, The Loyal
Regiment (NL) Association, Fulwood
Bks, Preston, PR2 4AA. Tel: Preston
(0772) 716543 Ext. 362. i
The Normnndy Veterans Associ-
ation is taking part in a Remembrance
Service on 9 June at 11 am at the
Cenotaph, Whitehall. All Normandy
Veterans are welcome.

The Arborfield Old Boys’ Associ-
ation will hold its annual reunion over

the weekend 18/20 October 1985. Ex-

apprentices and members of the
permanent staff from both Arborfield
and Carlisle are cordially invited to
attend. For full details of mcmb;rship
and the reunion please write to: The
Hon Sec OBA, Princess Marina
College, Arborfield Garrison, Reading,
Berks.

Call-signs

REME 120 LAA Regiment formed at
REME Workshops, Barton, near
Manchester in 1943, embarking at
Tilbury in June 1944, and landing at
Ver Sur Mer, Normandy. The tmnit
was disbanded in April 1945 at Goes,
South Beveland, Holland.

It would be great to meet up with
some of the lads again, perhaps at one
of the old pubs at Eccles (Manchester)
— T Clarke (Nobby), 120 Ashbourne
Avenue, Aspull, Wigan, Lancs WN2
1HN.

LIEUTENANT R K Rowley is
carrying out research into the ‘Life
and Times’ of Private Richard George
Masters VC, who served with the Army
Service Corps during World War 1
and was attached to 141st Field
Ambulance when he earned the Victoria
Cross. Contact Lt Rowley ar Oifc
Masters Project, 30 (JL) Sqgn RCT, JLR
RCT, Azimghur Barracks, Colerne,
Wilts. 2

Following numerous letters and
phone calls we are happy to correct
details given in our caption for the
cover photograph (25 February)
and stress that it is the Queen
Victoria School for the Sons of
Scottish Sailors, Soldiers and
Airmen — and the location is
Dunblane.

Tracking down! That was the title of
our Competition no 354 (14 January)
in which we set six photographic posers
— and the winner of the £50 prize is:
Colour Serjeant R Andrews, D Coy,
4th Bn RGJ(V), Oxford. .

The answers: A-FV432, B-Cop-
queror, C-Abbot, D-M48, E-Citroen,

How Observant
Are You?

(See page 16)

1 Design of sealion’s ball; 2 Sealion’s
left flipper; 3 Foot of top figure on
middle elephant; 4 Lower stripe on
striped vest; 5. Ear of man on right
elephant; 6 Left tusk of leftelephant; 7
Toes on right hind foot of middle
elephant; 8 Ear of right elephant; 9
Clown's nose; 10 Skirt of girl on trapeze.
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1 >MILLION

1st Class Artwork, Printing
& Super British Garments
have always been our priority.

SWEATSHIRTS

own design, which will
wash & wear time & time
again. IT MAKES SENSE

#Minimum order 12
#Reasonable all inclusive prices
#*#p to six colours printed

FREE Brochure/Price list
phone 0603 745018

#: or write PREMIER LEISUREWEAR

Dept SLD Jarrold way. Bowthorpe

Norwich.Norfolk NR5 9JD

SHIPS.SHORE ESTABLISHIVIENTS. AIRFORCE

CUSTOM HAND
MADE KNIVES

Bowies, Dirks, Survival

and Hunting
Send £1.00 for brochure and knife list to
PETER HENRY & SON
332 Nine Mile Ride. Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 3NJ

HOTLINE

CLUB SWEATERS

BRITISH MADE

As supphed to regiments, squadrons & ships worldwide.
NFULL‘( INCLUSIVE PRICE LIST - we guarantee the

most competitive price.
Specially embroidered with your own design, giving
instant recognition and a real sense of identity.
Choice of ‘Superwash’ Lambswool, Shetland & Acrylic
Prices from £5.15 each. Quantity discounts available
-we supply from 1 sweater upwards.

» FREE SWEATER VOUCHER.

SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED
Send for free illustrated brochure to:-

sleh SPOrts pept.s
EMBLEM. HOUSE - CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE - W.YORKS WF16 OLF - TEL 0924 - 404566

G

SPECIALIST
SUPPLIES

6 LANDOR COURT
HEMPSTEAD VALLEY
GILLINGHAM
KENT ME7 3SP

> PEOPLE

CAN'T BE WRONG!

T-SHIRTS

Printed with your

Now available in

DPM Gore-Tex
Side-Opening Bivi Bag

All Gore-Tex; seams sealed
after stitching with Gore - Tex
‘hot-air, welded tape

£88.00 including p+p

Also available:— 1985, 18 page, full
colour catalogue — please send
£1.00 for your copy.

TO BUY QUALITY.

~SARMY BASES.CLUBS.PUBS.SCHOOLS.COLLEGES.ETC.

10TH (VOLUNTEER) BATTALION,
THE PARACHUTE REGIMENT HOME SERVICE FORCE COMPANY

1. The Home Service Force (HSF) is an integral part of the Territorial Army raised
under the authority of the Reserve Forces Act 1980. The long term aim is to produce
atorce of approximately 4500 men capable of defending vital installations throughout
the United Kingdon, thus releasing Regular Army Units for other tasks

2.10 PARA(V) will shortly be required to form a HSF Company. Eligibility to join is
restricted to ex members of The Parachute Regiment Regular or TA Battalions.
3. For further details write to:

The Adjutant, 10th (Volunteer) Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, A Block, Duke
of York's HQ, King’s Road, Chelsea, London SW3 4SD or telephone: 01-930 4466
Ext 338.

. LEAVING THE SERVICE?
How many others will apply for that ideal
i0b? How few will be interviewed? How do
you get on the short list?

A professionally prepared CV will improve
vour chances dramatically.

We are personnel professionals and know
the information wanted and how to present
it to command attention and respect.
Write or telephone lor information on how
we can help you,

CY PLUS, Dept (S), 90 London Road,
Sahsbury, Wilts. Tel: 0722 21395

“ N N B B B B B |
PhonetheHOTLINE or postthis coupon
to: Toyota Export Sales. The Quadrangle.
Station Road, Redhill, Surrey RH11PX
Or phoneRedhill(0737) 68585

laminterested inatax-free dealonthe
CelicaL] Corolla ] TercelawD [ carina L
.;3“0"@ Camry ] Spacecruiser O staret 0 mr20

BFPO

Phone you local representative NOW!

&fﬂlﬁ% NAME /RANK

19,21,285, 26,28, 34,
35,40,42,43

23,30,31,32,33,37,
38,45,48,102,104

15,16,17,22,29,36,
38,41,46,47,103,113

ADDRESS
NICK MUR 02161558014 | 3 =
eyl TELEPHONE UNIT
[ HOME SLD
0522386906 |

20,24,1086, o7z

0231433765 | THE NO.1DRIVING FORCE

U.K.

TOYOTA—,

I I - N . -
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These brand new Combat Sweaters, or bet-
ter known as ‘Wolly Pully’, are 100% pure
wool and are genuine
Forces  issue  with
epaulettes.

36 .. 19.95 4 . L1250
33" . 11085 44" . £1299
40" .. E11.85 46" .. £13.50
Colours: RAF blue, navy.
olive/khaki

We also have used
sweaters with epaulet-
tes at £5.99, or without at
£4.99: Khaki only — p&p
£1.70

® New Cammo Wool Sweaters . £12.50
@ USA Wool Scull Caps ............. £4.50
@ Para T-shirts, SAS T-shirts ... £4.50
@ USA Flashlights £5.99

These brand new
nylon FLYING
JACKETS are Auth-
entic USA MA1 with
orange lining, knitted
cuffs and waistband,
colours, sage green o
black, state chest and
height

£42.50 £1.70 p&p.

@ USA T/SHIRTS green ... £350
® USA maroon 5/SHIRTS .. 1499
@ USA Sunglasses and compasses

®USADogTags............ £1.50
@ USA F/paint . . 1199

These genuine USA
new MB5 4-pocket
Combat Jackets come
in green or cammo’
with concealed hood
and brass zip. State
chest and height.
£49.99 + £1.70 p&p

* M65 used Combat Jacket .. .£23.50

* |talian Combat Jacket .. £7.50
% NATO Combat Jacket, green  £12.99
* British green Parkas . . £39.99
* DPM Jackets, new, cotton . £47.50
* DPM Caps, Falklands .. £12.50
* DPM Caps, new, cotton ... £5.89
* DPM Jungle Hats, new .. 27.50
* DPM Arm Bands . . £3.99
* DPM W/Proof ; £24.50

* Cammo Net, large ....ccovsimesniinne
* DPM Hoods, new, catton
* Wellingtons

* SeaSox.....

* New '58 Belts 3
* Mess Tins £399
* Green Sox, poly . . .£1.20
* Bvi Tents .. £15.99
* Flying Suits ... .£29.99
* Raincoats £4.45
* Qvercoats .. £14.50
* Green TOWEIS....umus £2.09
* Suit Cases ... £398
* 58 Nylon Cases £299
* Wool Gloves .. £350
* Fishtails . £25.50 4
* Nite Sticks £7.50

* Blue Serge Bells . £2.50

* Naval Hammocks £9.99

# PT Shorts £1.50

* |talian padded knee Trousers £5.50
* British lightweights, new ... £12.50
* British lightweights, Grade 1 £5.50

* Khaki Shorts A% .. 1999
* German Para Trousers . £6.99
* |talian Knickerbockers £4.95
* German Parkas £17.50
+ |sraeli Parkas e T oL

SOLDIER MART ........ SOLDIER MART ........

TAKE A BLAKE 3

Got your "85 Blakes
brochure yet? Hundreds of
excitingly different
holiday ideas all
over the UK,

Europe -

~ e and
with us on the= beyond.
Norfolk Broads,
Englfsh canals and ~
rivers,or the Scottish Lochs,

Discover France, Holland or >~~~
Ireland by boat. Or come sailing in Denmark,
the Greek Islands or Yugoslavia.

Dry land holidays, too, with over 1,000 hand

picked country
1 and seaside
cottages,
houses,
chalets and
apartments.

But remem-

ber: the best
go fll’S[ So ring or write for your brochure today -
Boating in Britain, Boating in Europe or Country &
Seaside Holidays.

Tel: (06053) 2911
9am-5pm every day

or (06053) 3226
(24 hour service).

P
BLAKES

HOLIDAYS ﬁg%wmﬁmz 8DH.

70 IHL WO¥

B

ANLLNOY d

A UNIQUEWAY TO SEND

G
%

YOURLOVE

Cuddly toys at all-in prices—sent to
the one you love with your pemnal
message, in time for any special
occasion. Individually gift
wrapped. Beautifullymade. Money
back gquarantee.

2-4 Piccadilly, Bradford,
West Yorkshire BD 1 18R

BUNGEES BY POST

5mm DPM Bungees as used in the
Falklands.

Set of 4 0.75m bungees £4.30*
Set of 4 1.00m bungees £4.50*
Cheques and enquiries to
Tent Repair Service

133 Granton Road, Edinburgh EHS 3NL
*including postage, packing and VAT

QUALITY
SHIELDS

Shields, plaques etc for
the more discerning
customer. Not mass
produced but made 1o
your own specifica-
tions and hand em-
blazoned in finest oil
colours and 22ct gold
leaf

Prices according to requirements, sketches and

@ English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured

designs
@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers

list supplied on request

Studia Regimental, 63 Ridgeway Crescent, Orpinglon,
Keni BRG 9QW. Tel: Orpington (0689) 34286.

® SAS Smocks

@ SAS Bergans

@ High Leg Boots
® DMS Shoes

® '58 Sleeping Bags
@ '58 Webbing Sets
@ '44 Webbing Sets
@ Insoles

@ New issue Sox

@ Para Smocks DPM

(SAE for Free Catalogue pleasel

SILVERMAN'S (SM)

also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.

263a Sydenham Road, Croydon, Surrey

ety r ("BEST PRICES 3\
Tel: 01-684 2708/01-689 1626 & DELIVERY m
FREE DESIGN tie
SERVICE sompany
fBADGES Wire.suk,ana .
Lapel Badges,
Stickers, Flags & Car Badges, Club
Ties, Tie Pins & Cuff Links. Plagues,
Medals & Spoons. Regimental Wire
Blazer Badges at £6.50.
Write to:
S|ALAS|A Vista Ties
01-684 2708
L 18 Gloncos Avenue, Iiford 162 7AL 01-689 1626 Groydom
- Surrey, CRO2LU )

Satin basques

and waspies — the |
sexiest most
feminine way to
dress the woman
in your life

. \\rite or call for
40 page Colour Catalogue
Aus FREE Tri-Silk Bikini
send only £2.00
P. & P. REFUNDABLE

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Party Plan Agents Required

Lady of Paris ="
SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY

BIRMINGHAM B5 4HX
Lady of Paris Video Tape £29.95

TATTOOING EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE

SEND £4 FOR OUR 76 PAGE
CATALOGUE

TO TATTOO FACTORY,
PO BOX 294, 14 HALLT,
HOCKLEY, BIRMINGHAM 18,
ENGLAND.

T-Shirts Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print service

STATION
T-Shirts £3.00  Sweatshirts £6.00 <% -.‘"-»_
including artwork, screen and single \ ;1

colour print (with huge discounts for
quantity). Also printed team barrel bags
tracksuits/sportshirts manufactured
and printed in any colour combinations

First rate car sticker/self adhesive-

MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS vinyl sarvice at unbeatabie prices. ‘}g‘:’!bc aﬁ # Send cheque/PO for £4.99 stating
Telephone 01-790 5257 M colour, message and destination
.'AFI'erson;I callers MnGnr}a'y-Fnday For fl’“ﬂﬂu list THHEMSPOECEIAEleST 0
= |:n5151 nything in Govt Surplus” information efc. F R M. M,
S rspsiaand! fapuge JLbd e . Mahon, Dept SM,
ritain’s “?‘rﬁeﬁsi‘&’]ﬂal‘ss of kit to the romact T-SHIRT PRINTERS 35 Gﬁmshfﬂpﬂd,
Maximum/minimum p&p £1.70 A ONE DESIGNS 55 Brook St., Chester. Tel: Chester (0244) 311028 Whitstable, Kent.

SAY IT WITH
KNICKERS!

Tantalizing Bikini Briefs in Black,
Red or White, gift-wrapped and
sent with a card bearing your own
personal (or very privatel)
message.
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Benjamin Wild & Son
Gunmakers

New barrels
Sleeved barrels
New stocks
Barrel blacking and boring
Reproving
Complete renovations
All repairs etc.
Backed by a nationwide repuiation
Price St Works - Birmingham, B4 6JZ
Tel: 021 359 2303

EMBROIDERED NEW! warereroor comsar sgﬁm
PURPOSE DESIGNED BY EX- {
SWEATERS BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE OR IN
: OLIVE-GREEN 4 0Z PROOFED NYLON.
lambswool or acrylic TOP QUALITY ONLY.
5 SUCCESSFULLY TESTED IN ALL
Logo Line, ADVERSE WEATHER
Unit 61, Argyle Industrial
@@s Estate, Argyle St South,
BIRKENHEAD, Merseyside
051-647-4500.

& CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN &

SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.

; The Jacket: Well proportioned cut with
two breast pockets, one of which in-
corporates a pen or pencil compartment.
Two larger lower pockets. Each of the
four pockets has rain flap held by inner
press studs, opening front with full length
heavy duty zip (non corrosive) elasti-
cated rear waist and lower draw strings,
sleeves fitted with inner storm cuffs. Col-
lar and elasticated hood attached.

The Trousers: Elasticated waist and two
entry trouser pockets. The complete suit
when packed in the pouch provided mea-
sures 12"x 7" x3". The suits are designed
in 3 sizes — Small, Medium and Large.
Guaranteed top quality.

Price: complete suit £35, jacket only
£25, trousers only £11.50.

124% discount on orders of 10 and over.
Designed by ex-members of the

rachute Regiment.

e e

BELGIUM

] T-SHIRTS
and ="
SWEATSHIRTS | ™"

E SILK SCREEN
PRINTED TO YOUR
OWN DESIGN

(min. order 20 shirts)

JAMIE WOOD LTD, DEPT SN, CROSS ST, POLEGATE,
SUSSEX. TEL: 03212 3813.

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

Wemake only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £8.94 each. Also
attractive WALL PLAQUES at £11.40 and CAR BADGES at £11.16 each, REGI-
MENTAL TIES (striped design) at £3.90 each (RA FLASH £4.85). Crested designs

£5.30). THESE PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE. Send SAE for Service Price
List

D J Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley Drive,
Brighton, BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only.:

a * Top Quality Shirts

* Fast, Efficient Service
* Free Proof Garment

* Free Design Service
Yapee@® | * UK/Worldwide Delivery

For free information package contact:

bt best-ever
SPRINTPRINT £ofese
& new tax-free car
15/16 Cambria Bridge Road, Swindon SN1 5LH, Wilts. me C»‘ffer you

] is luxurious
Telephone: (0793) 695766 five-door five-speed 1.3 TALBOT HORIZON LS, complete
with: radio, front and rear seat belts, two door-mirrors,

delivery number plates, 6 months UK road tax, etc.

COMBAT JACKET N THE ROAD HURRY —
MIN{aéEgiixngLs IDENTIEY LABELS O OR ONLY £2=995 LIMITED STOCKS!

lin wide khaki labels with your name
embroidered in black capital letters in

Example of Prices:-- s O as f')c<palch \35 M- |
: verse: i i
MC/DCM/MM: £8; OBE/MBE/BEM: L6; II Despatch  inc VA'l ?\'/ special FDHD & PEUG EUT Lowest PrICES:

MSM: £5; LS & (zc: £4.50; Coronation/ 1-5 (any name) £1.50 each £1.73 each offers on
Jubilee Medal: £5; UN Cyprus: £4; 6-20 (any name)£1.25 each  £1.44 each
a;"l“\h[“é;;':p* ETS;S"Sig:dSWS_M (‘lerl:l Fr_)rhlgh'qu%nttne:. please write for details FORD DELIVERY POINT: GRAYS OF GUILDFORD
£1.40 e_ac_h'; De'fenc.:e,'\‘_\r'ar Medals: £2.65 S;L.E:Lr:;ucehfsl":?)“l:ll\]oddinglms Docdies.
fw’;'J,.m:‘;“,"ﬁeﬂ;"?;’;sfﬁ;'.”39';b},‘, Cannons Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, FIN‘:‘CE MAIN DEALERS FREE
4—60p, 5—70p and 6—80p. Bishop's Stortford, Herts, allowing 28 days ANGE STEREOS
plus 15% V.A.T. (UK customers) delivery. INSUR WITH
and 50p Postage. DETAILS SELECTED
ON : -
* 7.day medal mounting service for REQUEST = 0 ——— e MODELS p
fullsize and miniatures -in  both T. Shirt
it b el Sweat 4 CARS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR USE IN CYPRUS OR UK ’
* Full-size medals supplied. Shirts Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:
* Wire Biazer Bad Jumpers f
o o e Advanced Car Exports 15 Clarence Court,
* Mess Kit Badges Pennants

The Broadway, London NW7 4RP. Telephone 01-906 2978
___—.——_—————————-_>(g—-

NAME AND RANK .........ccccorimmmnmisnmnsssnsassanenss
ADDRESS ...

* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars, etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality
and delivery guaranteed,

Send for comprehensive Catalogue to the . I

Medal Specialists: — — 3 s ;1 CCOMPRNOTRAMI L L I

;'IOIN':'SF&E?RM\FEBIA%(SM) ' sibdc oy R | am interested in @ new (Make and MOTRI) ....c..ceuseissensessarensssssssassanss

BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE. A.S. Promotions bk I e amiohd ST |

LE10 2HP. Room 32 Lawrence House Please I

Telephone: (0455) 39262. 555 Lea Bridge Rd, London E10 7EQ Del. raquirsd by (... et kit Part-exchange LS
Tel: 01-556 4810 r separately
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Pyjamarama 6.55 570 Raid over Moscow 9.40 8.20

LONDON W3 6AU. Tel: 01-993 6327

-
Ghostbusters 9.30 8.10 Daleys Decathlon 7.50 6.55
Match Day 7.50 6.55 Select 1 11.65 10.15
Booty 240 210 Beach Head 9.40 8.20 "
E——

Skool Daze 565 495 Combat Lynx 8.40 7.30
Hunchback i 6.55 570 Scramble 64 6.65 5.80 T Sh' t ;
Select 1 11.65 10.15  Jet Set Willy 750 6.55 =NIITS Dpouble stitched seams
Beach Head 7.55 6.60 Booty 240 210 =
Combat Lynx 8.40 7.30 Bruce Lee 9.40 820 Sweat Shirts gritish made
Air Wolf 6.55 5.70 Fort Apocalypse 9.40 8.20 Crew, Vee Neck, Hooded & Jog Suits
Football Manager 6.55 5.70 Cliff Hanger 7.50 6.55 : ¢
Fall Guy 6.55 570 Paras (Strategy) 655 5.70 .
Boulder Dash 7.50 6.55 Strip Poker 9.30 8.10 Sports Sh'rts
Blue Max 7.55 6.60 Spitfire Ace 9.30 8.10
German Master A 9.30 8.10 Indiana Jones 9.40 8.20 Other Products Ties, Hats,
(language) German 12.05 10.50 Lighters, Stickers, Metal &
(language) Sew-on Fabric Badges, Aprons,
Free Post & Packing. Tea Towels & Tote Bags
1000’s of games available on CBM 64, Vic 20, ZX Spectrum, BBC, Atari,
MSX’T Amstrad. Full lists & Club discounts on request. FREEDES,GNSEE’;?V’55LY’2
Please state make of computer.
Also: All LP chart audio cassettes £5.40. MINIMUM ORD.

Order from Morrell-Rines Software, 61-63 Churchfield Rd, Please send me your fREE colour brochure
& details of your fREE shirt voucher

SUPPYUIME—
SCHOOL
MINIATURE MEDALS| | oF SURVIVAL
BY POST SERVICE Learn with the experts

Send for details of survival

Jubilee/MSM/MBE £6.00. MM/QMG
£9.50. Add VAT at 15% + 30p P&P.
Mounting Service for full and minia-

JEREMY TENNISWOOD

to  SUPPLYLINE, INGRAM Internatlonal Specialist Militaria Dealer
PARADE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS,
YORKS. LS26 ONU.

Firearms Antique and modern, for shooters and collectors
Swords Modern dress and collectors of all types
Bayonets World selection, Comprehensive stock. Trade
lines and occasional lists!

Medals British and Commonwealth, full size and miniature.
Regular lists

HELP The Gurkhas by reading:

“EVENTHE BRAVE FALTER”
by 2
E.D. SMITH i
A stirring tribute to Britain’s friends
from Nepal. £5.25. From Secretary,
Gurkha Welfars Truse MO.D.. OI4 28 Gordon Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 IND
War. Office Building, Whitehall. Tel: 0252 319791

Medal Ribbon British, Commonwealth and foreign; listed
possibly Britain's most comprehensive!

Cap Badges and Helmet Plates British and Commonwealth,
military, fire and police. Occasional list

Cloth Insignia LIST. Mostly British, some Commonwealth.

(Profits to the G.W.T.)

- THE NEW 1985 FULL COLOUR

o Sy T survivaL AIDS
W CATALOGUE

Many new GUARANTEED quality items, all
fully illustrated

Survival kits, rucksacks, sleeping bags, Gore-
Tex bivi bags, winter clothing, Gore-Tex and
windproof DPM jackets, compasses, torches,
binoculars etc, plus details of Britain's leading
Survival School

Send just £1.00 for Catalogue and free year's
subscription to the quarterly ‘'SURVIVAL NEWS'.

-~

Survival Aids (Dept SL) Limited
Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ
Telephone 09314 307 /444

LS&GC/GSM NI £4.85. War/ Defence/ °°“;;ef;;”;;;”[;‘f;‘;;“& Dept S DALE STREET, CRAVEN ARMS, SHROPSHIRE SY7 GNY.
F ol o A o Tt S Hereford HR4 0QG TEL. CRAVEN ARMS (05882) 2703 & 2502

MORRELL - RINES ASSOCIATES The Top Quality range of personalised printed shirts

i e Bl T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Beautiful lingerie
y Send NOW for your full

colour catalogue. Price £2
(refundable).

)

)

)

: Abigail Lingerie
\ Victorian Arcade
)  Shrewsbury SY1 1IPS
)

)

)

4

4

}

Use our free ‘Special Mes-
sage’ service. Cheques or
credit cards accepted. Per-
sonal shoppers welcome.

i T T e e e e

UNION JACK]
Quality Axminster Rug

In national colours. Made in England.
For general domestic wear, Suitable
for anywhere in the home, as rug or
wall hanging. 36" x 54", Will drape

outside for festive oceasions.

SN L
TAIRY -

£24.95 including packing & postage
(extra postage for overseas)
EXCLUSIVE from R.E. NAYLOR
Dept. 50, 252 Narborough Road,
Leicester LE3 2AP.
Send stamped addressed envelope or
ring 0533 824440 for details.
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MATHEMATICS

Postal tuition to GCE Ordinary
Level. Details: Rolfe Associates,
44 Parc Wern Road, Sketty,
Swansea, South Wales SA2 0SF
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TIREES [FIERRY SERVIGEE !J s L"ET
ALCONBURY, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS. PE17 5HF
Tel: 0480 891435 08.00-20.00 DAILY

Specialist to HM Forces, Relations and Retired Personnel

Tickets for all Cross-Channel sailings.
Forces Concession fares — save up to 25% on some routes.

Tickets for all chartered and schedules flights from United
Kingdom. Forces Concessions — save up to 30%.

For further information please write or telephone us.

0§ &
"‘/WE SUPPLY CURRENT ISSUE “65¥ \% sfn‘g

e é INSIGNIA TO UNIT PRI's, REGT. MUSEUMS AND ASSOCIATIONS.
DUE TO INCREASED DEMAND, WE NOW HAVE A MAIL ORDER
SERVICE AVAILABLE

Please send SAE lor list fo.

Ammo Militaria, Admin Office \ @ y =
10 Paxton Gardens 3 =) TRADE ENQUIRIES “Fegs
™ Woodham Lane & e g 3 ALSO WELCOME

£, Woking GU21 5TR )

e ] M,
Veeee20UidendRdne

BRITISH ARMY KIT -
The new high leg boots, waterproof P ~
with DMS sole. Seconds. All sizes. - w

£19.95 ¢ AWy
High leg boots. Royal Marine issue
with screwed on sole, brand new. All
sizes £32.50
Brand new 1958 webbing sets with
large packs, waterbottle and cup.

£39.95

SAE for list. Post £1.50 in UK.

FOREIGN LEGION

Badges, uniforms, kepis, records and
militaria of the Legion. British anodised
badges, SAS, Pa etc. Stable belts,
equipment and ge militaria. World Para
wings and US Special Forces insignia. 60p

» BOSTON TEE SHIRT CO. LTD.+

- Your own designs

k)

on machie washable

Tee-Shirts. Sweat

shirts. Jogging Suits
Sports Shirts and
embroidered V neck

Sweaters

* YOU PAY WHEN WE DELIVER
SCOMPLETE MONEY BACK GUARANTE |
*100% MACHINE WASHABLE
*UP TO 5 COLOUR PRINTING '
eFAST SE E-APPROX 2 WEEKS
* MINIMUM IDER ONLY 10 GARMENTS
*NO ARTWORK OR SCREEN CHARGES
LL SHIHT SIZES & COLOURS IN 511

SDIRECT SCREEN PRINTING

-NOT TRHANSFERS

The Boston Tee Shirt Co. Ltd.
1Hennock Road

Marsh Barton Ind. Est.

Exeter EX2 8ND

Tel. Exeter(0392) 30994

BOSTON TELS

POST COUPON OR PHONE FOR &g,

) CUARANTEES

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

SOL 7

Ma/mas/miss
ADDRESS

Tel No
(capitals ploase)

Joe's Surplus, Ashgrove Farm
Ardley, Bicester, Oxfordshire

for large illustrated list
Miles, 151 Malmstone Ave,
Merstham, Redhill, Surrey RH1 3JL

REGIMENTAL WALL CLOCKS

by SATICO, 3 Boothgate, Howden

Hand finished with quartz
movement, brushed gold effect
dial, varnished hardwood base

7'/in x 6in approx, regimental crest
added to order.

Only £15.26 each inc VAT.
Price includes p&p for UK only.
Allow 28 days for delivery.

To order your clock(s) please PRINT your name, address,
number of clocks and type of insignia required on each.

Send this with a cross cheque/PO to SATICO, PO Box 9,
Howden, Goole, N. Humberside DN14 7HG.

ADVENTURE ORR &R
INTHE WEST HIGHLANDS

Why don’t you bring a party or platoon of soldiers to
Tom McClean's Adventure Centre, ex-Para
It can be done at practically no cost
Itis ideally situated on the shoreline of Loch Nevis with plenty of scope
for all outdoor activities. Walking, fishing, canoeing etc. The centre can
be used for R & R.
Open all year round it is an opportunity to get your soldiers out of camp
and into the hills.
For brochure apply: Ardintigh, Loch Nevis, Mallaig, West Scotland.
Telephone 0687/2274

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved badge/crest minimum order 6.
Discount on 20 or over.

Goblets from £5.40. Tankards from £6.25 plus VAT

Post paid on orders over 20
Please send badge with order

R & B INCON LTD
SOUTHBOURNE ROAD, SHEFFIELD S102QN

Telephone 0742 685911

BOOK TOKENS Tel 087 484-660

* AN INFANTRYMAN’S GUIDE TO URBAN COMBAT

Jungles of glass and steel, cities are the most dangerous of
all terrains 1o fight a war—and the most likely. Here, in FM
90-10-1,isthe info that prepares police and military units to
meet—and beat—the threat of urban combat. This book is
loaded with seli-explaining illustrations showing the best
tactical moves, accompanied by clear, concise directions
Topics include offensive operations, combat support, how
to attack and clear buildings, demolitions, urban combat

skills and much more. 288 pp. sc. £9.95
“Available to MILITARY PERSONNEL ONLY

SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE

2116 This field handbook to tried-and-

stasmsihimemidus 2= true survival methods is written by

Army experts. Colored plates' of

SURVIVAL snakes and plants make for fool-

EVASION proof identification of poisonous

AND and edible specimens. Learn how

to survive at sea, in a hostile camp

ESCAPE or in the tropics. Other topics:

| improvising shelters, obtaining

P T food and water and more. 4% x 6%,
e softcover, illus., 430 pp £7.95

P. & P. First Book £1.50 - 50p thereafter.

The OUTDOORSMAN'S BOOKSTORE

COMBAT SURVIVAL

Catalogue over 1500 )
titles £1 (1st Class Return) FREE with book order

COMBAT Never belore available to the pub- D E P T S 4
hic An exiremely useful complete

SURVWlL manual on physical and combat L[ango.rse
survival traiming and lachics Con-
lains rare 1nlo on evading and si- BI’GCOFI
lencing guard dogs. sabotlage
intelhgence gathering survival Powys
navigation. primitive medicine LDB 7UE
evasion and escape ammal traps

COURSE NOTES and much more' 8% x 11 soficover

llus 1600 911,25 e
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Top quality
MONEY WALLETS MAP CASES
QUILTED CLOTHING POUCHES
BASHAS MAP COVERS
BUNGEES RUCKSACKS
NBC SUIT CARRIERS HOLDALLS
WATERPROOF CLOTHING etc etc

Calling PRIs — TA centres — Training Officers and other I/C
buying clothing and accessories for resale

APOLOGY

Writing out your order may now take more of your time — because we
have increased our well-known and trusted range of superbly-made
products

PLEASE ASK FOR OUR LATEST PRICE LIST — If you are a new
customer please ask for a sale or return parcel of
samples of the items that particularly interest you.

We regret sale or return samples can only be sent
to PRI's or other Officers buying for units.
Individual customers please ask for our personal
mail-order |eaflets.

Your guarantee of quality?

1) Many of our products are Design Council selected
2) We have supplied waterproof clothing to the MoD for the TA

3) Letters of praise have been received from many units (copies
available on request)

4) We have supplied thousands of our products to military customers
Action?

1) Write for price list or parcel of samples or

2) Call us on 0255 433282 between B8.30 and 5.00 or

3) Leave your message on our answering machine after hours

4) Receive your parcel and compare us with anyone for quality and
value for money!

-I-'-l-'-l-'-l-l-'-’-’-'-'—l?l-l

Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex CO154XA
2 Telex: 987703 ChacomG

. A

A O § A & N Y S e &

COUNTY CAR HIRE

260 Tilehurst Road
Reading
Berkshire

Telephone: Reading 52423

FOR HIRE, CORTINAS, FIESTAS, ESCORTS, LUXURY CARS,
VANS & MINI-BUSES. Good rates, late low mileage vehicles. Unlimited
mileage. Free collection & delivery Heathrow, Gatwick. 3 Week Hire,
Discount for long hire. Write or "phone to above address for details.

STONAR SCHOOL

Cottles Park, Atworth, Melksham, Wiltshire SN12 §NT

An independent public school for girls, 250 boarders from eight .
to 18 years, 95 day girls from four to 18 years.
Headmistress: Miss F D Denmark MA Dip Ed

The overall aim of the school is to realise the natural potential of
the child within a caring and traditional atmosphere.

* Wide range of subjects to “A’ level and university entrance.

* Active careers guidance including lectures and visits.

* Small classes and individual attention.

* Annual open scholarships to the sixth form, bursaries,
discounts for sisters.

* Sixth form hall of residence with double bedroom/studies.

* Own riding school, heated swimming pool, squash courts
and playing fields.

* Varied evening and weekend activities.

% Country location nine miles from Bath yet close to the M4,

* School escorts and transport to and from London airports,
Reading and local rail stations.

* Assistance with passports and visas.

For prospectus, details of scholarships and bursaries or visits to the

school, contact: The Secretary. Telephone Melksham (0225) 702309,

MOFFATS SCHOOL
BEWDLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE

An ISIS/IAPS preparatory school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats is a family school with close ties with H.M. Forces
* Small classes give individual care
* Scholarships for Service children
* Varied activities cover spare time and week-ends
* Half-term care and fun for children staying in
* Escorts provided at mainline stations
All games, and riding on 200-acre home farm

Prospectus from
The Headmasters — Telephone Kinlet (029924) 230

NEWLANDS SCHOOL

SEAFORD, EAST SUSSEX
Tel: (0323) 892334
CO-EDUCATION FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGED 7 TO 18

NEWLANDS PREPARATORY SCHOOL was opened in 1814 and, since
its foundation, the Headmasters have all been members of one family.
There are 220 boarders and day children aged 7-131;. The boarders sleep
in the main building and are supervised by the Headmaster, his wife, and
four matrons, one of whom is a trained nurse. The School is surrounded by
15 acres of land, of which 12 acres is set aside as playing fields. The
grounds include an all-weather football pitch incorporating 3 hard tennis
courts, netball and basketball courts. There is a large indoor heated
swimming pool providing swimming throughout the year, an indoor rifle
shooting range, carpentry workshop, Home Economics rooms, and the
Music Centre covers the tuition of a wide range of instruments. Association
football, rugby, hockey, cricket, athletics, netball, tennis and rounders are
the principal organised sports. Boys and girls are prepared for the
Common Entrance and Scholarship Examinations to all Public Schools,
and to NEWLANDS MANOR, our own Senior School, which accommo-
?:“?s b::lys and girls 13+ to 18. A full range of subjects is offered to 'O’ and
‘A level.

The Schools escort children to and from Gatwick, Heathrow and Victoria
Coach Station, London, and can also arrange for families known to us to
welcome children for half terms in cases where relatives or guardians are
not available.

In addition to the Service Grants, a further generous reduction in
boarding fees is given. Prospectus and further information from the
Headmaster.

BURYS COURT PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Leigh, Nr Reigate, Surrey RH2 8RE
BOARDING SCHOOL for 64-14 year-old boys.

Good facilities for learning and sport include SCIENCE and
MATHS labs, playing fields, COMPUTER and VIDEO room,
gyvmnasium and heated swimming pool

INTEREST in SPORT, MUSIC and RECREATION activities
encouraged.

Assistance with travel arrangements.

Fees £840 per term.

Write or telephone Dawes Green (STD 030678) 372.

HARDYE’S SCHOOL

Dorchester, Dorset

VOLUNTARY AIDED DAY AND BOARDING
UPPER SCHOOL FOR BOYS

Boarding for 72 boys aged 11-18, in two self-contained
houses.

Long experience in meeting needs of service families.
Boarding Fees does not exceed service Grant. .
Sixth Form of 200; average of 40 entrants to degree
courses annually.

Wide range of sport; 13 acres of playing fields; swimming
pool; all weather hockey pitch; 6 hard tennis courts.

All three services have sections in a large and
old-established Combined Cadet Force.

Enguiries to

THE HEADMASTER, P. A. CLOSE, M.A.
Telephone (0305) 67841

<+
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T DUNCHURCH “WINTON HALL 1\

e a Leadmg Preparatory School..
¥ P .

L] Connnuous educauon from 7-14
@ Day. Weekly and Full Boarding Education
@ First-Class Academic Results. Small Classes
@ 25 Acres of Grounds and Playing Fields

@ High Standard of Musical Tuition

@ Practical Subjects, such as Carpentry, part of the Curriculum
@ Vast Majority of Pupils go on to Public School

below and send it to The Joint Headmasters, Dunchurch-Winton Hall,
Southam Road, DunLhuth Nr. Rugby CV22 6NG

H For a printed or video* prospectus of the School, please fill in the coupon

Name D
Address i SRR
1 e ~ SN/25/3/85
*If you require a video prospectus, please tick the appropriate box as to whether you require
VHS [0 or BETAMAX * System '

TAVERHAM HALL

near Norwich — Norfolk NR8 6HU
(Norwich 868206)

I.A.P.S. boarding preparatory school for boys and girls 7-13
Set in beautiful parkland
Excellent facilities for a wide range of activities
120 children in nine small classes
Fine academic and musical tradition 1
Music Scholarship <
12% reduction in boarding fees for children of H.M. Forces ¢

Contact the Headmaster, R.S.G. Barton, M.A.,
for prospectus or visit.

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL - EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Sir Roger Manwood’s School
Sandwich, Kent, CT13 9JX
Telephone Sandwich (0304) 613286

Founded 1563 — 11-18 Mixed Grammar School
Applications are now invited for boarding places for the period September 1985 to September
1988 for boys and girls. Waiting list only for first year girl places for September 1985 but
vacancies still exist for boys in all years and for sixth form girls.
The school is a selective grammar school of 550 pupils with over 140 academic sixth formers
and capacity for 107 boarders. High academic standards, team games encouraged, instrumental
music tuition available. Art, design and technology and computing are also offered. The
school has its own combined cadet force and boys and girls take part in the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. Pleasant grounds, excellent game facilities, shooting range and
heated swimming pool.
Trains run hourly from Sandwich to London. The school is close 1o Dover and the cross
channel services.
Fees currently £2,436 per annum.
Full details and prospectus may be obtained by writing or

lephoning to the Head

The Blue Coat School

BIRMINGHAM

A Boarding and Day
Preparatory School for
boys and girls from 7 to
14 years

*Excellent location and facilities

Preparation for Grammar and Public
Schools.

Escorts arranged to meet children
travelling by rail and air.

Reduced fees for Forces' families.

For details of entry tests and
prospectus please telephone:
& 021-454 1425
or write to:
The Admissions Secretary,
The Blue Coat School,
Harborne,
- Birmingham B17 OHR.

Royal
Charter
1553

HM.C. — CO-EDUCATIONAL — BOARDING

BURSARIES FOR CHILDREN OF SERVICE FAMILIES
For entry 13+ and 16+ September, 1985. .
To the value of 20% of full boarding fees.
Details from: The Headmaster, GIGGLESWICK SCHOOL,
Settle, North Yorkshire BD24 0DE. Phone: 072 92 3545.

ST ELPHIN S SCHOOL
DARLEY DALE

First-class independent education for girls from 7-18
@ Day and boarding
@ Small class numbers
® Excellent academic record
@ Expert career guidance

® (0% reduction in fees for
Service families

@ Delightful Dale location

@ Long history of Service
children at the School
For a prospectus — either printed or video -

please complete and return the coupon below to:

Mr Peter Pollard, BA, Headmaster
St. Elphin’s School
Darley Dale, Matlock DE4 2HA. Telephone: Matlock (0629) 732687

SN/25/ 3:’85
If you require a video prospectus, please tick whether you want
VHS O or BETAMAX [

OAKLEY HALI. |

OUR SERVICE RECORD ‘
IS EXCELLENT

We are an independent prep school, located in the heart of the
Cotswolds, with an excellent record of looking after the
education of children of Service personnel.

Because of strong Service links, we offer up to a 20% reduction
in school fees for Service children.

If you are interested, then we should be delighted to show you
around our HQ.

While you are with us, we shall point out the long list of Service
personnel, who number among our Old Boys.

A
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If you would like to learn more about Oakley Hall, our academic

successes, sporting facilities and achievements, please fill in

the coupon below and return it to:

; R. F. B. Letts, Esq, MA(Cantab), Headmaster

OAKLEY HALL, SOMERFORD ROAD
CIRENCESTER, GLOS GL7 1TV

3 Telephone: Cirencester (0285) 3891

oo ————————— — — — — — — — —
Please send me a prospectus (printed and/or video BHS!Betamax)
. Address:..
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saves the
day...

ONCE again the Army failed to
win any of the team events at the
Inter-Service Cross Country Cham-
pionships, held at Blackdown,
writes Robert Higson.

The results were a carbon copy
of last year with the RAF winning
both senior and junior titles and
the WRNS taking the honours in
the women’s race.

There was some consolation for
the Army in the way that Corporal
Maggie Smith, a PTI at the
Cambridge Military Hospital, and
Sergeant Lyyn Higgs, a PTI at
the WRAC Wing, Sandhurst, came
first and second in the women’s
event after leading all the way.

However the Navy got its four
qualifying runners in 3rd, 5th, 6th
and 7th places and took the team
prize.

The undoubted highlight to the
championships was the thrilling
finish to the senior race in which
Lieutenant Chris Robinson, RN,
pipped Corporal Steven Jones,
RAF, by just two seconds.

Everyone expected Jones, who
set a world record in last year’s
New York marathon, to have little
trouble winning. But Robinson
stuck to him tenaciously during
the three laps of the 6.3 mile course
and successfully raced him to the
finish.

MAGGIE SMITH
... salvaging pride

However the RAF had little
difficulty in taking the senior team
title which they have now won
every year since 1973, Their
runners occupied every place from
second to seventh.

The over-40 veterans’ event
attracted an entry from no less a
competitor than the Director of
Army Training, Major General
Keith Spacie who came seventh
out of a field of 15. The veterans,
incidentally, run the same distance
as the seniors, 6.3 miles.

ARMY BOXERS SHARE THE SPOILS

THE ROYAL Marines came to the rescue of the Navy in
the Combined Services Individual Boxing Championships
and the Army, who had confidently expected to take the
lion’s share of the titles, had to be content with sharing
the honours at six bouts each.

The night started well enough for
the Army with a walkover win at
light-flyweight for Sapper John
MacLean followed by a majority
decision for their flyweight, Driver
Neil McCallum.

Lance Corporal Keith Howlett
was adjudged the most promising
young Services boxer of the season
after he had notched up a
unanimous points decision against

SQUASH
RECORD

THE ARMY won the men’s
Inter-Services Squash
tournament for the 1lth
consecutive year, a record
feat of straight wins since
this event began in 1928, by
defeating the Royal Navy
4-1and the Royal Air Force
5-0 at Lee-on-Solent.

The Army Veterans’ team
also retained their title.

The women’s Inter Ser-
vices, held at HMS Sultan,
Gosport, saw a similar
victory for the Army girls
when they beat both the
WRAF and the WRNS 5-0
— their fifth consecutive
win.

In the women’s Combined
Services individual cham-
pionship Sergeant Joyce
Tuomey, WRAC, retained
her title by beating Staff
Sergeant Kathy Johnstone.

the strong Cook Dave Pope.

Driver Neil Haddock repeated
his points win over the Navy’s
Marine Dave Robb.

But Lance Corporal Eddie
Gajny, who had crowded his way
to victory against skiful boxers this
season came unstuck against new
find, Marine Peter Waights.
Waights packed a powerful punch
and scored three counts against
Gajny before the contest was
stopped.

And Rifleman Tony Velinor (3
RGJ), who lost on a cut eye after
six seconds against the RAF, went
out after just 24 seconds against
Marine Paul Nicholson who aimed
for the eye and split it open again.

There was a shock points defeat
for Fusilier Erroll Holder (1 RRF)
by Marine Andy Ellison.

Then middleweight hope Lance
Corporal Nigel Moore (1 Kings
Own Border) lasted just one minute
28 seconds against SA Andy
Chambers, another Navy surprise.

The Army won the last two
bouts. Lance Corporal George Jay
(1 RRF) once again outboxed the
durable Marine Steve.

Corporal Horace Miles notched
up a hat-trick of Services heavy-
weight titles easily defeating MEM
Norman Linton.

The six Army men who go to
the ABA quarter finals are the
largest contingent for years — but
nothing like the ten winners which
had been optimistically predicted.

(Chairman) Front:

Tom Pollard.

The Army squash team: Back row,
left to right: Maj Hugh Greatwood
(Secretary), WO2 Dick Sharkey,
WO2 Bill McQuilkin, Capt Robbie
Robinson, Lt Col John Woodliffe
S/Sgt Tom
Prentice, Maj Chris Wilson, Cpl

BELVEDENE

fessional

Qur staff are all

problems.

Sundown House
Rectory Lane

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

The best established and fully pro-
agency. We offer a
nationwide service, tailored for our
HM Forces clients and guarantee
to guard your interests in every way.
ex-Service or
dependents and really know your

Trust us to manage all aspects of

the letting of your home while you

are away. Please ask for our fully
comprehensive brochure from:

Woodmansterne, Surrey
Tel: (07375) 51273

52




FOR THE FOURTH successive
year The Army emerged trium-
phant from this annual Rugby
Union meeting with the Royal
Navy — and there was no doubt
they deserved to do so, writes
Peter Howard.

Yet it will not be surprising if
prior to the crucial Inter-Service
Championship match with the
Royal Air Force, Army scrum half
and captain, Staff Sergeant Instruc-
tor Gareth Davies had a few strong
words for his colleagues — mainly
on the subject of starting at the
same time as the opposition.

For the first 20 minutes, the
‘landlubbers’ were a team in the
programme sense only, and when
Royal Marines Lieutenant Rob
Allen kicked a penalty to put the
Navy ahead few people at Twicken-
ham could have been surprised.

The Senior Service supporters
(perhaps the same in number but
certainly more voluble than their
rivals) roared with delight and had
visions of their men ending a
growing period of Army domi-
nance.

Gareth Davies had other ideas
and proved a true leader. He was
in the thick of everything, seldom
putting a foot or hand wrong
himself — and encouraging and
cajoling his colleagues into playing
for each other.

The match was 33 minutes old
and Army pressure beginning to
tell at last, when centre Sergeant
Peter Lockett was stopped just
short of the line. The Army pack
really put their backs into the
scrum and a push-over try looked
certain when quick-thinking
Davies nipped in to snatch the ball
and veer well to the left, leaving
Navy defenders startled as he dived
over for a well merited score.

The try wasn’t converted, but
full back Lieutenant Angus Mac-

" kay gave the Army a little more

essential breathing space by kick-
ing a penalty.
For long periods both sides

Faces show the strain of the big match

SLOW'START — BUT

FINE RESULT!

Royal Navy...6The Army...11

looked nervous. Rain and greasy

ATKINS. . .try
conditions in the opening stages -

MACKAY...sharp

didn’t help flowing rugby either. g

Yet within minutes of the second
half opening came one of the best
moves of the match, the Army’s
left-winger Corporal Ericson
Atkins diving over in the left hand
corner for an excellent try.

Just as Davis was frustrated with
his side’s slow start, his opposite
number, full back Lieutenant
Christopher Alcock must have
despaired as his men apparently
forgot there is a large slice of rugby
between the beginning and the end.

Some of the Navy’s most
inspired rugby came in the last 10
minutes, when they showed plenty
of inventive thinking and some
crisp handling. By then the Army
were well organised defensively,
gave little away, and the only Navy
consolation was a second penalty
from Allen.

Apart from Davies, another
Army player who took the eye was
Mackay. His tackling and handling
were sharp and his tactical kicking
first class.

So the Army again claimed the
Stewart Wrightson trophy (the
sponsors again gave a cheque for
£3,000 to each of the Unions) and
now have 36 victories in this
historic series to the Navy’s 29.

Victory was the best possible
start for two new Army “backroom
boys’, President Lieutenant
General Sir Charles Huxtable and
Secretary Major Hugh Greatwood.

and Alcock

A quiet word...

...from referee R J Quittenton for team captains Davies, centre,




3 ITH resounding vic-
" tories over the Royal
S Navy and the Royal
@il Air Force (see SOL-
DIER 11 February and 11 March)
Army boxers enter this year’s
qualifying rounds for the ABA
Championships with quiet confi-
dence, writes Robert Higson.
That is the assessment of their
coach, Staff Sergeant Mike Gan-
non, who knows only too well that
in boxing, as in so many things, it
is unwise to count too much on
your chickens before they are
hatched, or in this case matched.
But, all things being equal, this
ought to be a good year in ABA
competition. The Army boxing
squad is riding the crest of a wave.
It has won more combined
service championships than it has
for 30 years, since the days when
Henry Cooper and Joe Erskine,
then both members of the RAOC,
were boxing for the Army.
However Staff Gannon doesn’t
see the way to the ABA finals at
Wembley on 3 May, as particularly
easy. The further you go, he says,

the harder it gets.

The first real test, he believes,
comes at Gloucester on 3 April
the occasion of the English semi-
finals when winners of regional
quarter finals will meet to qualify,
with winners from Scotland and
Wales, for the British semi finals
on 17 April.

It is generally conceded, that
the English qualifying rounds are
the toughest of the three countries.
If you can qualify at Gloucester
then the chances of getting through
to Wembley would be considered
pretty good.

As it demonstrated against the
two other services the Army squad
has a depth of talent at its disposal.

The Army coach considers three
members good enough to be
recommended for training with the
English squad next month: Rifle-
man Tony Velinor, 3 RG], Sap-
per John McLean, 26 Engineer
Regiment, an 18-year-old light
flyweight who was an ABA semi-

GENERAL HAS THE

IT WAS the day the general and
his wife pitted their polo-playing
skills against those of the cavalry
trooper and his officer team mates

on ten acres of parched ground

under a promising spring Mediter-
ranean sun, writes Graham
Smith.

The fast-moving occasion was
the final of the inter-regimental
polo tournament, played out over
an hour-long, four-chukka match
on a unique clay-covered ground
long hallowed to the canter of
ponies’ hooves in Episkopi’s Happy
Valley, Cyprus.

Trotting on to represent HQ
British Forces Cyprus was Major
General Sir Desmond Langley,
Commander British Forces, his
wife, Lady “Flick” Langley, Major
* Christopher Le Hardy, 13th/18th

Royal Hussars (Queen Mary’s
Own), the then HQ PRO, a1r1 Ms
Morag McPherson, a sciool-
teacher.

Opposing them were Lieu-
tenants Roger Weatherby, Simon
Ackroyd, Captain Marcu. Good. . .
and Trooper Trevor Melles, all of
the 15th/19th The King's Royal
Hussars — alias ““The Tabs”.

Six teams had originally
entered the goal-seeking tourna-
ment sponsored by a local travel
agency. Already eliminated were
two Land Forces Cyprus teams, a
Scots Guards quartet and an RAF
entry.

Watched by loyal supporters and
perhaps figuratively spurred on by

_ cheers too, the polo-players’ day
had got off to an early start with
54

seven ‘“Tabs” grooms who had
been preening 19 polo ponies and
umpires’ horses since 0630 ready
for the final joust just over four
hours later.

The ponies would be expected
to give of their fleetest of foot for
the four scheduled seven-minute
chukkas which, for any of several
clauses in the game’. :rules, could
go on for up to an hour!

Trooper Melles, 32, a groom,
was riding in the first and third
chukkas on 16-year-old Freelover
and then, Tansy.

Adjudged to be his team’s
potentially best goal scorer he was
wearing shirt Number One for a
pastime he grew to love during
service in BAOR in 1976.

Trooper Melles is a member of
the 71-strong section, including
about 20 ladies, of the polo club
part of the 200-plus Joint Services’
Saddle Club. The polo hobbyists
keep 43 ponies and horses for their
sport which calls for just £12
annual membership fee and a 25
Cypriot cents charge (about 20
pence) for each chukka.

Giving his first mount a sponge
rub-down on its eyes, nose and
flanks after the opening chukka,
Trooper Melles said: “It’s fast
moving. .. exciting. . . all sorts of
things can happen.”

Qut of the saddle and the stables,
though, he enjoys nothing better
than quieter pursuits like a game
of darts or snooker.

But adjusting his protective
helmet in the shade of trees giving
shelter to the willing steeds, he

looking good

challenge

finalist as a flyweight last year,
and Driver Neil McCallum, 10
Corps Transport Regiment, RCT,
an NABC flyweight finalist in 1984.
‘T'he Army coach has particular
hopes for Sapper McLean. “Be-
cause of the lack of top flight
flyweights, he stands the best
chance of reaching Wembley,’’ he
says. “And he looks certain to
become a Scottish international.”
Other Army prospects for the
ABA championships include:
Lance Corporal Keith Howlett,
22, of 39 Engineer Regiment, a
relatively inexperienced boxer who
has, however, won two of three
bauts with internationals this year.
Corporal Horace Mile, 1
RG]J. At 28 the oldest member of
the squad and competing in his
last season. Last year he was a
British ABA semi-finalist and is
reckoned to be one of the top three
amateur heavyweights in the
country.
Driver Neil Haddock, 20, of

10 Corps Transport Regiment,
RCT, a British semi finalist two
years ago and a Welsh inter-
national.

Lance Corporal Keith
Moore, 1 KOB, and Lance
Corporal George Jay, 1 RRF,
are two relatively inexperienced
fighters who won their bouts
against Navy and RAF opponents.

Of the 23-year-old Lance Cor-
poral Jay, Staff Gannon says he is
coming on in leaps and bounds
and improving with every bout.
He was the winner of the best bout
in the match with the RAF which
received a standing ovation.

Incidentally the Army hasn’t
had an ABA champion since
Private Max Ryan, The Royal
Anglian Regiment, won the light
middleweight title back in 1974,

ince Corpor: Gllnv.rioht
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AF when the Army
-Service
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LAST POLO LAUGH!

said: ““It’s hot, I can tell you but
it’s a good competition and I'm
enjoying it.”

At the end of the second chukka
things looked uncomfortable for
the BFC saddle-borne squad. They
were down three goals to half-a-
goal.

But, after all, it was to be the
General’s day, the smell of victory
spelled out by officer Le Hardy,

the equestrian man-of-the-match,
who swathed through the oppo-
sition to score again just three
minutes from the end. But the
desk-bound, horse-mounted HQ
staff were still trailing.

Suddenly, with perhaps less than
ten seconds left on the unrelenting
clock, the General popped the
elusive orange pill into the “Tr%s”
goal to clinch victory by 3Y; to 3.

Trooper Trevor Melles: “All sorts of things can happen”









