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no mep118 writtea &. It we0 
tight and could UIY r o d s  and 
bddge too fragile for tonLs, it 
wnSmOreecOaOmicalandepsicr 
to main!h; and it was fast. For 
recomawancc and pursuit, the 
tank has come .rear to rivalling 
it only once-just before WO& 
war Two. 
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"What ck you m; m'm up o creek?" 
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A N  OLYMPIC "POSSIBLE" IS  THE 
ARMY'S CYCLING CHAMPION. . . 

THE SOLDIER WITH FIVE 
N Y  day now a nursing orderly in No. 12 Company, Royal A m y  

Medical Corps at Woolwich may be asking fo rmeda l  leave 
to go to Australia-to compete in the Olympic Games. 

~e IS 22-year-old Private Alan Jackson, one of the fastest 
and most versatile racing cyclists in the country. NOW he is on the 

time trial is 58 mins 5 secs. He 
also holds four Army champion- 
ships: the mass-start long- 
distance event, the three-days 
race, the 4000 metres individual 
track pursuit and the 25-mile 
road time trial. 

Private Jackson did not take 
up cycling until he was 15 and 
then only because he was a duffer 
at all other sports. But he soon 
began to make a name for him- 
self. At 16, in 1950, he romped 
home first in the Southern Coun- 
ties' junior mass-start race over 
31 miles and then won the 25- 
mile time trial. 

His first important success 
came in I953 when, compeling 
against the best mass-start riders 
in the country, he won the Isle 
of Wight Grand Prix over 57 
miles in 2 hrs 24 mins 37 secs. 

Soon after joining the Army 
last year, Private Jackson Was 
busy gathcring up cycling prizes. 
This year he has added further 
victories to an already long list, 
including the Haldon mass-start 
90 miles race, in which he led the 
Army team into first place. 

son 11 300 miles 
on week. The 

A 

T- !L--.. i- Enr- Private Jack. 

short list for the'British team to 
ride in the mass-start road race 
and the track pursuit champion- 
ship in Melbourne. 

He made virtually certain of 
selection when he recently won 
the National Cyclists Union's 
Olympic trial mass-start race 
over 91 miles in the fine time of 
3 hrs 40 mins 8 secs. It was not 
only his speed which pleased the 
officials. After the race the 
Olympic team manager said: 
''I was most impressed by 
Jackson, particularly with his 
team spirit." 

A week before this triumph 
Private Jackson won the De 
Laiine open 100-miles road time 
trial in his best time of 4 hrs 
17 mins 51 secs. A week before 
that he was second in the inter- 
national seven-days mass-start 
Tour of the Nine Provinces Of 
Belgium. He was only 59 SCCS 
behind the winner, a Belgian, 
over the distance of 700 miles. 
His time for the course was 29 
hrs 2 mins 33 secs--an average 
speed of 24 miles an hour. 

Private Jackson is the national 
cyclo-cross (cross-cquntJy) ;ham- 

istest pion and 
short-dista itain. 
His hest tii road 
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With the victor's bouquet which I 
Belgian Nine Provinces race. He r 
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7 ORPORAL Ben Heatley. 
the Army's 22-year-old 
erohfountry champion, 
h.s one ambition above 

dl &a: to become the fastest 
ong-distance runner in Britain. 

To achieve r t  he hds set him- 
rlf thLs year the formdable task 
d nuinin& in training and in 
:Ompetive went?, a distance of 
1250 miltJ--as far as from Lon- 
Ion to Leningrad and back. Al- 
.eady he has completed wdl over 
1300 des and has worn out- 
three pairs of running shoes m 

Private Alon Jackson ( lef t )  loses by a tyre's width in the 1955 final of 
the Army's 1000-metres individual pursuit championship a t  Herne Hill. 

the proass. 
Corporal Heatley, a kegular, Derek Ibbotson, of the Royal 

IS quartermaster's clerk a t  the Air Force. Then. after w i n n i t  
Depot, Melton Mowhray. He is the Midland- Counties' six miles 
given no special lsave for train- track ram in a record time of 
ing. He piles up the miles by 29mins7.8scc5,hcsct u p a n e w  , 
rising before reveille every morn- record in the Midland Counties' 
ing and going for a five-mile road Marathon of 2 hrs 36 mins 55 
run. sezs, It was his first atteapi at a 

These strenuous training tactiw marathon. 
have already paid handsome Corporal 
dividends. Early in the year Cor- mile in 4 m 
poral Heatley won the Army half-mile in 2 mina. 2 secs, At 
crosecountry championship for the White City this year he 
the s s o n d  year running, and in 
the Inter-Servir- cvcnt he WM t 
aclose second ntcrnatimal t 

, 
idw The fifth is for c r m -  
mmtry racing and is fitted with 

.one very low gear for hill-dimb 

wen start, for the British team 
withdrew and was back how 
again within 24 hours. He has 
ridden in Belgium twice. 

Private Jack- won the, All. 
London Plumbing Apprentices 
Examination last year and p r e  
pascs to remm to that trade whet 
he leaves the Army next yerv 
The people of Pskham,  W ~ I  
he live+ should not have 1014 tc 
wait for their pipCS to b,crcp""f 
if he conducts h u  buslncsa 011 a 
bicycle. 

Army is a considerate employer 
and gives him special leave on 
Tuesday and Thursday after- 
noons, when he leaves Woolwich 
for an 80-mile spin, On other 
days he puts in the rest of the 
miles after duty. 

A non-smoker and teetotaller. 
Private Jackson has no special 
diet, but he eats plenty of steak, 
eggs and fruit and drinks a good 
deal of milk, When racing he 
"tops up" with chocolate, date 
biscuits and oranges and drinks 

diluted lemon juice and sugar. 
He has five racing bicycles, 

each costing about f50. Two are 
long-distance mass-start mach- 
ines, fitted with ten gears, two 
feeding flasks and a special pump 
containing compressed nitrogen 
which inflates a tyre in a quarter 
of the usual time. A third niach- 
ine with a fixed gear, a shorter 
wheelbase than the mass-start 
cycles, and weighing only about 
22 Ibs, is for road time trials. The 
fourth, even lighter, IS for track 

Private Jacl-son is selected 
go to Austraha it will not be 
first time he +a been abroad 

ride for Britam. lo 1954 he 
Nont to Germany to compete in 

world cross-country cham- 
pionships (but WM unplaeed) and 
last year 0ew to Luxor to ride 

am in the Tour 
ime he did not 
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Cross-country racing is  the toughest form of cycling. Here is Private 
Jockron winning the notional event lost yeor courtesy "C"ilmg" 

" I 11. - %r-.L. -- ,, . . .. 
His racing soddle i s  l itt le bigger than D man's hand. Right: Adjusting the 
ten geori .on his moss-rtort machine. Note nitrogen pump on down-bar. 

: iwd for winning a stage of the 
oae m e  700 miles cowre a t  24 m.p h 
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