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Finance Limited
BRISTOL 1. Tel.: 24979 & 293728

Bristol Merchant
Head Office: ST. THOMAS STREET

' &)
SERVICES CREDIT SCHEME
Bristol Merchant Finance Limited introduced their ¢ Services Credit
Scheme,” especially designed as a personal and confidential credit
service for Commissioned Officers and Senior N.C.O.’s of HER
MAJESTY’S ARMED FORCES, some years ago.

This scheme enables all types of motor vehicles, both new and second-
hand, to be purchased on credit without formality at the lowest
possible cost.

Write for full details to our Head Office, or if you have already selected a vehicle, please complete
the form below.

T S RS SO Mo S MRS SO W LB | 0§ b

DETAILS OF VEHICLE YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BUYING

Make. ... T I L e Model. ... Year
Period of Hire Required ... ... ... Months. ... - Cash Price £
Further details required by you:— Deposit £

testing

“electronic equipment
HAWKER SIDDELEY DYNAMICS LIMITED

require

ELECTRONIC TESTERS

! : , N ;
with sound experience in factory or laboratory engine controls, automatic test equipment etc.

testing of transistorised equipment. Interesting Applications may be made by letter, telephone

work is offered on a wide range of prototype aero or personal call to:

The Personnel Manager, (Ref: 189)
HAWKER SIDDELEY DYNAMICS LIMITED
Manor Road, Hatfield.
Telephone HATFIELD 2300—Ext. 338

HAWKER SIDDELEY

dynamics
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HELP SAFEGUARD INDEPENDENCE
in the
IAMBIA DEFENCE FORCE

ZAMBIA (formerly Northern Rhodesia) has recently cele-
brated Independence. Because of this and the greatly
increased demands on the Defence Force, a planned expan-
sion programme is envisaged calling for men of initiative
and ability. The following ranks are invited to apply for
the exceptional and interesting posts now existing in the
Defence Force.

SERGEANTS WARRANT OFFICERS Il
STAFF SERGEANTS

with experience in one of the following fields
Q, M.T,, Signals, Clerical and Pay

COMPANY or EQUIVALENT COMMANDERS
MEDICAL OFFICERS, SIGNALS OFFICERS,
ARMOURED CORPS OFFICERS,

Q.M. OFFICERS (with Staff experience)

Applicants, married or single, should not be more than 50
years of age. Period of agreement, 3-4-5 years renewable
for periods of three years by mutual agreement. Agree-
ment terminable by six months notice on either side.
Service normally in Zambia only, probably in Lusaka or
Ndola.

RATE OF PAY

Example:
Major £1,985-£2,285 p.a.  Captain £1,550-£1,850 p.a.
Sergeant £751-£887 pa. ~ W.O. Il £1,074-£1,290 p.a.
For Medical Officers a Professional Allowance of £500—
£600 p.a. depending on rank, is payable.

TRADE PAY
Comparable to British Army.

CHILDRENS' ALLOWANCE

£50 minimum for first child. £24 for each additional child
(payable up to a maximum salary of £1,290).

TERMINAL GRATUITY

259, of total gross pay received over the period of the con-
tract, subject to 30 months service completed. Married
Quarters and hard furniture supplied. Passage to Zambia
and back to U.K. on completion of tour for wife and children
under age of 19.

GENERAL INFORMATION

" Zambia is a fast growing energetic Country with a cost of
living on a par to the U.K. (Income tax lower). Some items,
e.g. cigarettes and petrol cheaper. It has a warm, dry
climate most of the year, allowing for a wide range of out-
door and sporting activities—swimming, boating, fishing
and hunting. Its National Parks, Victoria Falls, lakes and
wild life offer exciting sightseeing and photography oppor-
tunities.

Applications, quoting age, rank and brief history of previous
military service, should be sent to:

THE DEFENCE LIAISON OFFICER,

The Office of the High Commissioner for the Republic of
Zambia,

7-11 Cavendish Place, London, W.I.

IF YOU ARE BUYING
A USED CAR...

DONT TAKE
CHANGES

have established a reputation

When you return to England you don’t want to buy a car that
will involve you in expense and worry.Much better to deal with
Welbeck Motors.We have established areputation with the forces
for a fair deal and after sales service second td none. When
you arrive in this country, your car is there to meet you. And,
every car we sell is covered by our famous comprehensive
guarantee covering all parts and labour costs. H.P., tax and
insurance are all taken care of by us before you actually arrive,

To Pauline Johnstone:

WELBECK MOTORS

CRAWFORD STREET, LONDON W.1.
Telephone: WELback 0561
Please sand me without obligation, full details of your
= = = Waeibeck "“Fords for the Forces” scheme, | am interested
in (tick where applicable)
A new car for use in A used car for use in A new car for use on
. overseas

an
(purchase tax free)

1

(purchase tax paid)

I am interested in the following models

Please send me colour brochures, details of prices and H.P. facilities

No. Rank Name

Address

Estimated tima of arrival in UK. :
- - o ]

[ —— |

r-----

GUINNESS

FOR STRENGTH




EASTLANDS INDEPENDENT SOLD’ER
GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Sutton-on-Sea Lincolnshire
Day and Boardinfg SchoTOH?IE Boys and Girls FEDRIAAIY I Wokimes 5% N
of ages 7- "
* Honours Graduate Staff. Conlenls
* Excellent examlnatuon successes up to G.C.E. and University
Entrance. 5 Patrolling the Iron Curtain
* Special attention is given to pupils intending to apply for entrance 9 The Army's biggest school
* t'l")h:r:am:r:?;:aiﬁ::s for flying and navigation instruction for child- bl g g ¢ 5t
ren who have their parents written consent, under the supervision 11 It Happened in February
of the Principal. 12 Front cover story
* The School has its own Careers and Employment Bureau. 13 Resettling the Radfan
1 ;I';c; ennuarglt;aeirng\i‘vg’uu;llsaiit:Titlfr?irt‘ettio tl:)e?%iven to a child's every need, 14 The Windmill canteen
* Enquiries should be addressed to the Secretary at the School. 16 Heath Robinson at large
18 Purely Personal
19 February 1915
20 Left, Right and Centre
22 Your Regiment: 26—Welsh Guards
TRAINEE FOREMAN il
27 Prize competition
27 How Observant Are You?
G.E.C. (Telecommunications) Ltd. now have several openings for 29 Sport
Trainee Foremen at their Coventry Works.
Persons selected will receive comprehensive supervisory training—the 30 Medals: 38—India General Service 1936-39

Course consisting of Full Time Lectures and practical periods as well 33 Letters
as “on the job” training. Successful completion of the course will -
mean that members will be eligible for appointment to supervisory 35 Collectors' Corner
positions as and when vacancies arise. 35 Reunions

These openings should appeal to Senior N.C.O's, Radio and Radar 868 Bockraviews

artificers and technicians.

Starting salaries are in the bracket £16 to £18 a week and are reviewed 88 The last Churchill
twice a year.

Write to—
The Personnel Officer
G.E.C. (Telecommunications) LTD.

Coventry

Wherever you are posted—home or overseas

Drive the car of your choice
from the Forces
Motoring Centre

Serving at home or abroad? About to be . ;
posted overseas or back to the U.K.? ““What makes you think your billet’s damp ?"
Recently enlisted or due for discharge?
Whatever your circumstances, wher-
ever you are stationed, the Forces Mo-
toring Centre can supply the car of your

choice: a Ford Cortina, a B.M.C. Mini, a Next month’s SOLDIER will include features on an escape and
Triumph Hgrald, a Hillman Minx, a

Rover 2000, or any other model from evasion exercise of the Infantry Junior Leaders Battalion, the
these famous makes. Unrivalled choice; amphibious load carrier Stalwarr and the Army’s new armoured
hire purchase with free life insurance; engineer regiment. This issue will also mark SOLDIER’s twentieth

U.K. purchase tax exemption if the car
is exported; all documentation and ship- mvam
ping arrangements; these are just a few
of the many special advantages which
the Forces Motoring Centre offers. For Editor: PETER N WOOD
instance, if you are serving overseasand "

looking forward to returning to theU.K. Deputy St er‘m. S L L.
shortly, your new car could be waiting fonbire ViUl SENINT Aeae

to greet you when you land! In fact, Art Editor: FRANK R FINCH
wherever you are serving, if youwant a Research: DAVID H CLIFFORD
new car, the Forces Motoring Centre Picture Editor: LESLIE A WIGGS
exists solely to serve you. Post the cou- Photographers: ARTHUR C BLUNDELL,
pon below for our free literature today. FRANK TOMPSETT, PETER O'BRIEN

Circulation Manager: K PEMBERTON WOOD

Forces Motoring Centre

SOLDIER, the British oé, ine, is published for the Ministry of Defence gz HM
N

I Please tick boxes as applicable. To: The Forces Motoring Centre, I Stationery Office and print: son & Sons, Ltd, 133 Blyth Road, Hayes
L’::,.:n;:.:f:;‘:df;: R = 42| Edgware Rd., London, N.W.9, England. EDITORIAL inquiries: Editor, SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London N7 (ARChway 4381).
A - f diat - PI d i diately, and without obliga- I
l !u:la:m;er:::: t:r:'n":::rsl:i: pt:lrnle:‘enu ti::?efuslfrt;e::tel ‘:;r::ul"a::ryp:::hase scheme. E&‘Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ? m%"é:m‘quﬁg:oa%wymmm
Please send brochures. details of prices & Nate I
easy payments for IE following cars : v R G e TRADE distribution inquiries: PO Box 569, London SEI.
AUSTIN/MORRISL] WOLSELEY Rank N
| ForoD Rover o SiNGER D - il N B | PHOTOGRAPHIC reprintinquiries: Picture Bditor, 433 Holloway Road, London N7 (AR Chway
;5_';{mﬁfFJI'«HME'I:'I4§ T:‘IS.LI\JN[jHIEGhEBE%D Fo T TS S A L ) 4381).
L
I State models of makes ticked: = .ﬁ%\e’gf'ﬂs%&a e: Cnmbumd S:rm;e Publications Ltd, 67/68 Jermyn Street, St.
l N e — © Crown it 1965. Regquests to reproduce to Edftor, SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road,
h-------------------‘ London N7 (. way 4381).
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ALONG THIS UNBROKEN BARRIER OF

international sorrow, British soldiers stand helpless

in the free West and stare across the minefields into

the forbidding fringe of the Communist World
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IRON CURTAIN PATROL

on opposite sides of a barbed wire

fence, two small groups of soldiers
stare miserably into each other’s
binoculars. It is a hopeless, helpless
scene of frustration. Between them is
the Iron Curtain.

This is where East meets West, the grim
rendezvous of two worlds scarred by
tangled barbed wire, watchtowers, mines
and a ploughed strip. The soldiers on this
side are British; on the other, East German.
Through their powerful binoculars they
search each other’s faces. Someone ventures
a wave, but there is not a flicker of recog-
nition on the other side.

It is dramatic; yet it is routine. The

S TANDING in squalls of icy drizzle

British clamber back into their vehicles and
rumble off along a well-worn track skirting
the border; the East Germans resume
scanning the wire.

A week later the same scene will be re-
enacted at the same place. The soldiers
may be different; perhaps the weather will
be brighter. But no amount of sun can melt
the cold hate of international politics along
that border of sorrow.

It is difficult to believe that it is possible
to build a barrier of the strength and length
of the Iron Curtain, but it is an accepted
fact to thousands of British soldiers in
Germany and the horrified awe with which
they first view it soon changes with
familiarity.

The section of the Iron Curtain which
borders Rhine Army’s area in Germany is
regularly patrolled by British soldiers under
the auspices of the unique British Frontier
Service.

Units take it in turn to man the weekly
border patrols accompanied by an officer
of the British Frontier Service. The task
of the patrol is to scan the border and make
a note of anything unusual or any changes,
no matter how trivial.

To get these dramatic pictures and this
report, a SOLDIER team accompanied a
patrol of The Queen’s Own Hussars,
stationed in Detmold, with British Frontier
Service officer Freddie Hope, a former
military police sergeant.

Above: An East German officer

at the wire tries to read the numbers of the patrol vehicles.

D
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Border patrols are popular with the
soldiers in Germany. They offer an exciting
and unusual break from normal duties in
an area where, naturally enough, the
British soldier could not be more popular.

First halt on the patrol was a®point where
the road literally disappeared into the Iron
Curtain. It abruptly came to an end at a
warning sign and barrier, although its
former path, now disused and overgrown,
could be seen on the other side of the wire.

It appeared to be completely deserted on

the other side, until Mr Hope pcinted out
the East German observation point—there
they were, two pink faces staring in our
direction, almost completely hidden by
foliage at the edge of a wood.

Further along the border, two East
German guards (commonly referred to as
“goons” by the British) were searching the
ten-metre ploughed strip for telltale foot-
prints that would indicate an escape
attempt.

Contrary to expectation, the actual fences
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At a village just inside East Germany
(above) the patrol stops and stares
through the Iron Curtain and soldiers
on the other side (below) stare back.

Right: Guns slung over one shoulder,
two border guards search the ploughed
strip for the footprints of escapers.
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are usually set back a short distance from
the border itself and it is physically possible,
if very unwise, to stroll into the fringe of
the East.

The next halt was at a tarmac road which
has been the subject of dispute for many
years. The trouble was finally settled—in
the best tradition of children’s games—by
halving the road and painting a dotted
white line down the centre. Fhe patrol
trooped along this line, wondering perhaps
at the sanity of international squabbles that
requfted the solemn painting on a road of

a dotted line. All along the route the
patrol met the armed German customs
police who patrol the border day and night
on bicycles or on foot with Alsatian dogs.
These are the men who first report incidents
and pick up refugees.

There is still a steady trickle across
the border, despite the hazards, and about
one fifth of the refugees are defectors from

Jthe East German Army.

Just a couple of days before the Hussars’
patrol, five young men made a break for
freedom by swimming the Elbe. One of

Story by RUSSELL MILLER
Pictures by FRANK TOMPSETT

The eyes of frontier officer
Freddie Hope (left) did not miss the
rare sight of an Army lorry parked
close to the fence on the other side.

them drowned, but the other four made it.
The previous night a 16-year-old girl,
with incredible courage, Had crossed the
border alone in the dark. But tragically it
was likely that she would have to be
returned under an existing agreement on
both sides to return juveniles who cross.
Further along the border, two ‘“goons™
raced up to the wire and tried to note the
numbers of the patrol vehicles through
their binoculars. One of them plugged into
a telephone point at the fence to report
what was happening to his headquarters.

Above: Grim sign—{facing west—warns of
mines between the fences. Left: SOLDIER




Ferrets skirt the ten-metre ploughed strip (above) which is the Iron Curtain. Behind that is the double
fence with mines sown between. Below: With German customs police the patrol walks along a dotted
white line on the road—this side is the free world. The fences are set back out of the picture.

IRON cu RTAIN concluded

Irrepressible as ever, some troopers stood
on their Ferrets beckoning the “goons”
invitingly to come over to our side, “Come
on, you can make it,” shouted one soldier
encouragingly. “Only two lots of barbed
wire and a minefield to cross!”

Mines are sown heavily between the
double fences along lengthy sections of the
Iron Curtain. They are anti-personnel
mines operated by trip wires or “cigar box”
foot mines. Hundreds are detonated every
year by animals or game—innocent victims
of power politics,

Inhabitants of villages just inside East
Germany are all carefully-vetted, diehard
Communists; any doubters were shipped
off to the interior years ago. Tragically some
villages are literally split in half by the Iron
Curtain,

At one village, viewed through barbed
wire entanglements and a minefield, the
patrol watched farmers and their wives
moving about their work. When the East
German soldiers turned their back for a
moment, a farmer gave a little surreptitious
wave behind his back at the British, a sign
that would have been funny had it not been
so sickeningly tragic.

And so the patrol went on. At dusk it
ended for the day and the men returned
to a nearby inn where a hot dinner was
waiting—part of the perks of this duty is
accommodation in civilian inns.

A few glasses of beer with the locals
brightened everyone up and fulfilled one
of the aims of the patrol—to ‘“‘show the
flag.” And it is a flag which is very, very
much appreciated by people living within
a stone’s throw of the Iron Curtain.

'HISTORY OF THE HEARTBREAK BORDER

The sad story of the Iron Curtain in Germany
begins at the end of World War Two with an agree-
ment to use the old Prussian frontier as a border
between East and West. It was a line marked only by
stones or waterways,

In 1945 the border was revised after it was found
- that the old fronter interfered very much with local
affairs, A new line was agreed and the Russians moved
up to that line, It was marked by posts on the Russian

side and by warning boards in the West. But the line
began bendi ften for no more sinister reason thana
farmer a marker post to bring a little more

land on to hu side. But history was to decree that the
line was not to remain so fluid.

At 10 am on 26 May 1952 the Iron Currain dropped.
Every local agreement allowing movement across the
border was rescinded and people working on the other
side were expelled to the West—they never crossed
the line again.

A ten-metre strip was ploughed along the border
to detect movement from East to West. Behind that
a 500-metre prohibited zone was declared and behind
that a five-kilometre restricted zone.

“Improvements” followed with double link chain
fencing and watchtowers. Patrols on the other side
increased and many troops were billeted near the
border. The ““improvements’ had the effect of reduc-
ing the stream of refugees from East to West along just

/oA
Al

one sector from 25,000 a month to’
The refugees turned towards Berlin, M’_
crossed into the West until 1961 when
amous Wall was built. The expected 1
refugecsbad:mthel:on(:um  anticip
the :rectmnofdoublefence;mmmyudlw :
heamly-sown minefields between the wire
In September 1961 the frontier police in
Gmmny suddenl; ﬁmmd themselves in the

the new Conmmd. wﬁ
t’he Iron *Curtain
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eartbreaking task o m
children who attempt to run the mae%
gauntlet to freedom. :




Boys and girls at the Army’s biggest-ever scheol
relax in the main courtyard during a break from
lessons. Below: A scale model of the new school.

STIOHN'S
S THE 48

BIGGEST

IR-CONDITIONING is a mixed

blessing for 1000 pupils now

settling down to their first full
term at a brand new Army school in
‘Singapore. It certainly keeps the class-
rooms pleasantly cool—but it also
means that they put in a full day’s
study while other schools in the area
close in the afternoons because of the
high temperature and humidity.

St John’s, Singapore, is the biggest Army
school in the world and the first of its type
to be built in the Far East. It caters for
children of British and Commonwealth
Servicemen throughout Malaysia.

Selection by the 11-plus tests to decide
whether a child moves to a secondary
modern, technical or grammar school has
been abandoned in the Far East and the
opening of St John’s has been a major step
towards the smooth introduction of a com-
pletely comprehensive educational system.

The new school teaches all children

between the ages of 14 and 19. The entry
age was originally 13 but because of the
steady increase in the numbers of Service
schoolchildren in the area—at the rate of
about 100 a year since 1956—the minimum
age has now been increased to 14.

Costing £650,000 to build and equip,
St John’s has 26 classrooms, nine science
laboratories, 11 practical rooms for metal-
work, carpentry, needlework, domestic
science and art, a gymnasium and two
assembly halls.

In temperatures constantly around 90
degrees Fahrenheit, the interior of the
new school is constantly cool. A fountain
and pond dominate the design of the main
courtyard and form part of the cooling
system of the air-conditioning plant.

QOutdoor facilities include a swimming
pool with underwater lighting for night
bathing, six tennis courts and recreation
grounds with six football pitches and a
pavilion.

The 1000 children at the school—more
than half of them girls—are taught by a
staff of nearly 70 teachers.

Mid-day meals are provided and two
boarding houses—one for boys and one
for girls—each accommodate 120 children
of Servicemen stationed in the far-flung
areas of Malaysia.

The switch to comprehensive education
in the area has meant establishing another
new school for children from 11 to 13. This
has been set up in the old grammar school
and now facilities for all secondary educa-
tion—formerly split into three streams—
are housed in the two comprehensive
schools.

But 1l-year-old pupils at the junior
schools still sit the 11-plus tests in case the
father’s next posting to Britain takes them
to an education area which has not fully
adopted the comprehensive system.

From a report by Army Public Relations,
Far East Land Forces.
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Soldiers of today have it easy compared with the
brutal codes of discipline imposed on the Army
not so long ago when 1000 lashes with a cat o’
nine tails was frequently a routine punishment

prison, is to close soon. A straight-

forward step in the improvement
and streamlining of Army punish-
ments, its passing will undoubtedly
bring forth the usual rash of com-
plaints from old soldiers nostalgically
recalling the “good old days.”

SOLDIER, in anticipation, decided to
take a look at these “good old days.” The
result should make interesting reading for
anyone who feels like a grumble about the
Army’s disciplinary code today.

Punishments once awarded for the most
trivial offences were sometimes so savage
that the victim was killed or maimed for
life. Anyone still complaining about restric-
tion of privileges ?

In a message to his troops bound for
Jerusalem in 1189, King Richard I gave
them fair warning of the penalties for crime
and misconduct. The list went like this:

@ A murderer on board ship would be
tied to his victim’s corpse and thrown
into the sea.

@ On land he would be buried alive with®
the body.

@ To draw a knife meant the loss of a
hand.

@ A thief was to be “shorn like a cham-
pion, boiling pitch poured over his
head and a down of feathers shaken
over it”—he was then dumped at the
first landfall.

Even gambling was frowned on in the
14th century and any poor devil who had
a flutter out of turn was sentenced to be
“whipped naked through the Army for
three days.”

Careless blaspheming may be a fault of
the modern soldier—but it was a lot less
common in feudal armies when the standard
punishment was a red-hot iron bored
through the offender’s tongue.

In the 17th century, Army punishments,
according to a book published in 1683,
included shooting, beheading, imprison-
ment in irons, bread-and-water diet and

PAGE 10
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Left: The dreaded cat o’ nine
tails sometimes had as
as nine knots on each lash.

The “wooden horse” (right)
sometimes caused permanent
injury to its luckless rider.

Below: The grim rigmarole of
the strappado. Victims were

hoisted into the air and then
dropped to within inches
of the ground—usually dis-



hanging by the thumbs with the toes just
touching the ground.

The strappado, a standard punishment

for being drunk on guard duty, was nothing
less than torture. The victim’s hands were
tied behind his back, a rope was tied to
them and he was suddenly hoisted to a
great height, the weight of his body dis-
locating his arms. Then the rope would be
released so that the poor offender plunged
down and jerked to a halt inches from the
ground. After this ordeal the soldier was
often treated by the surgeon, an experience
which usually proved as painful as the
punishment.
" Another punishment common to most
regiments was the “wooden horse,” made
of planks nailed together to form a sharp
ridge about nine feet long and supported
on four legs. The prisoner, sometimes
naked and often with muskets or weights
attached to his legs, was set astride this.

Embellishments of a carved head and tail
were occasionally added, giving the whole
thing the appearance of a giant toy. But it
was far from entertaining to ride it and the
punishment often caused permanent injury.

In the same era, tying a man by his neck
and heels (two firelocks, one behind his
neck and one at his heels were strapped
together forcing the offender’s chin between
his knees) was a usual sentence for offences
like being a few minutes late on parade.
Another was picketing—suspending a man

by one or both wrists with the ball of one
foot resting on a spiked cone.

In 1748 the Duke of Cumberland lived
up to his nickname of “The Butcher” and
ordered all soldiers found stealing peas or
beans in the fields of Flanders to be hanged
without trial. By this standard, a soldier of
the 73rd Regiment of Foot probably

othought himself lucky when he received

“only” 150 lashes for stealing two carrots.
For centuries, savage flogging was a
standard Army punishment for almost
every offence and it was always the subject
of much controversy.
A trooper of The Royal Scots Greys
wrote a blood-chilling account of being

It happened 1 FEBRUARY

.............................................................................

3 Yalta Conference began
4 Submarine warfare declared by
Germany

5 Sir Hiram Maxim, inventor, born

10 Upper and Lower Canada united
16 The Battle of the Altmark

23 The Cato Street conspiracy

24 The Battle of Pavia

28 Ladysmith relieved

whipped. The Regiment was formed four
deep round the walls of the riding school
and a farrier and trumpeter stood in the
middle each with a cat 0’ nine tails in his
hand. The handles were two feet long and
the nine tails were the same length, three
times the thickness of whipcord and with
six hard knots on each tail.

The regimental surgeon and his orderlies
were present and nearby was a pail of water
with towels in it for applying to the man’s
back and a basin of water for him to drink.
After stripping to his trousers, the offender
was tied to a ladder and fastened by the
wrists and ankles. Behind him stood the
regimental sergeant-major with a book and
pencil to count each lash.

The farrier and trumpeter were ordered:
“Do your duty.” The victim described the
experience: “I felt an astounding sensation
between the shoulders under my neck which
went to my toe nails in one direction and
my finger nails in the other and stung me
to the heart as if a knife had gone through
my body . . . but I thought the former
stroke was sweet and agreeable compared
with the second one . . .”

After 50 lashes . . . “I felt as if I would
burst in the internal parts of my body; I
was almost choked and black in the face.”
After 100 lashes (the sentence was 200) the
commanding officer ordered: “Stop, take
him down. He is a young soldier.”

Two hundred lashes at that time was
quite a small sentence—1000 was not un-
usual, When Queen Victoria was a girl a
book published for official use as a guide
quoted sentences of 800, 1200 and 1500
lashes to be given for refusing an order on
parade. At Fort Charles in Jamaica, a
dismal fort surrounded on three sides by
swamp, 300 discontented soldiers received
a total of 54,000 lashes in only two years.

Floggings were usually administered by
a drummer boy before the assembled regi-
ment. And if the drummer boy did not lay
it on hard enough, he Himself was en-
couraged by a couple of strokes from the
drum-major.

The cat o’ nine tails had varying numbers
of knots in each tail. Some had as many as
nine so that at every lash the prisoner was
struck in 81 places at once.

Despite the brutality of the custom,
flogging was sometimes a doubtful punish-
ment. In a booklet, “Cautions and Advices
to Officers of the Army, 1761,” an old
officer wrote: “Some soldiers, once they
have shown their backs, become hardened
to shame and all the whipping in the world
is insufficient to reclaim them. I have heard

Year
1945
19156

1840
1840
1940
1820
156256
1900

Sir Hiram Maxim with the
gun that bore his name.
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Branding a deserter under the armpit with a letter “D” was not abelished until 1871.

of a soldier who used about once a week to
be brought to the whipping post. .

“He was so hardened that he once told
a court martial: ‘Gentlemen, I am so sorry
to give you this frequent trouble . . . if you
will please order me 150 lashes every
Monday morning I will regularly come and
. receive them. This will be better for us all
. . . it will save you the trouble of meeting
so often.” ”

Early in the 1800s there was a public
outcry against flogging and the first steps
were taken to ameliorate the punishment
of soldiers, but many years were to pass
before it was finally abolished.

Sir Charles Napier, commenting on
flogging in 1837, wrote: “Men are fre-
quently convulsed and screaming during
the time they receive one lash to 300 lashes
. . . then they bear the remainder without
a groan.” Although he was against flogging,
the alternatives he suggested were also
cruel, like transportation, the treadmill or
blistering.

It was not until the beginning of the 19th
century that measures were taken to prevent
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soldiers being beaten by officers, a practice
condemned in 1761 by the same officer who
wrote about flogging.

“Never beat your soldiers,” he advised.
“To see, as I have done, a brave honest old
soldier battered and banged at the caprice
and whim of an arrogant officer, is shocking
to humanity.”

Running the gauntlet was not banned
until about 1800 and many unusual punish-

ments persisted in the Cavalry for some
time later, among them “bottling,” which
involved tying a man’s arms high above his
head and then pouring gallons of cold water
down the sleeves of both arms until it ran
out of his boots. e

Branding for desertion or bad conduct
began in the reign of Charles I. A red-hot
iron was applied to the forehead or hands,
but later a bunch of needles was used, gun
powder being rubbed into the bleeding
wound to make the mark indelible.

A later refinement was an instrument
with needles in the form of a letter “D”
set in a brass plate—the needles plunged
into the soldier’s armpit when a spring was
released. This contrivance did not always
work too well but when, in 1851, surgeons
were ordered to carry out the punishment,
there was a general outcry at the “flagrant
insult to the noble profession of medicine”
and the order was never carried out.

Branding was abolished in 1871, but
flogging died hard. Three times between
1876 and 1879, Parliament resisted its total
abolition which came, at last, in 1881. One
of the committees appointed to consider the
abolition discovered at that time four
colonels in the Army had been flogged when
they were privates.

Punishments today in the Army—restric-
tion of privileges, fines, even detention or
imprisonment—seem mild indeed com-
pared with the brutal methods employed
not so very long ago.

Did centuries of savage punishments
improve Army discipline ? There are mixed
views on this. In the 18th century, Sir John
Moore taught his Light Infantrymen
military heresy—he persuaded his officers
to credit his soldiers not only with honour
but with intelligence; that the man who
thought for himself was not necessarily
committing an offence and that crime
should be prevented and not merely
punished.

It was the beginning of a new approach
to Army discipline and Moore’s revolu-
tionary ideas gradually took hold. But
changes came slowly.

In 1837 the Duke of Wellington flatly
informed a Royal Commission on Military
Punishments: “English soldiers have en-
listed for drink. I have no idea of any great
effect being produced on British soldiers by
anything but the fear of immediate
corporal punishment.”

Perhaps the most naive evidence given
to the commission was by one colonel who
seriously told them that “ugly reports of
Army flogging are discouraging recruits.”

- Fortunately, today’s recruiting officers do

not have similar problems.

Lim
i
TRPOLITIN  BE

Cover Picture

This month’s front cover picture was taken by Lance-Corporal
' K Nottley, Royal Army Service Corps, at Prinn Barracks,
Tripoli, where Lance-Corporal Colleen Ribbans, Women’s
% Royal Army Corps, then serving with the Tripolitania Provost
& Company, checks the pass of an Arab workman. )
Corporal Ribbans has since left the Corps to be married,
and the policewomen serving in Libya have been transferred to
Malta. Other women “redcaps” are overseas in Aden, Cyprus,
Singapore, Hong Kong, Germany and at Shape Headquarters.
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THE TRIBES GO

FTER the fighting, the return of

the refugees. In the Radfan

Mountains of South Arabia the
tribes who fled when the Yemen incited
the Red Wolves to war have been
slowly returning to their homes.

Sheltering under the protection of British
and Arab soldiers, the tribes are trekking
back to their own jealously guarded terri-
tories where they eke out an existence with
their camels and goats.

Already safely “home” are the Bakri
tribes; all sections of the Qutaibi have re-
turned to their settlements around the
Misrah and Wadi Dhubsan; in the Wadi
Taym the Hujailis and the Daibinis are
back and in the mountains to the south of
the wadi the Ibdali tribe have returned.

North of the Taym and the Danaba, the
Halmaini tribes never fled from their
homes. They stood firm and resisted dissi-
dent influence, preferring instead to throw
in their lot with the British and Arab
forces.

During the resettlement of the tribes
they formed their own “home guard” to
provide some military control in an area
north of the Wadi Taym, where some of
the most bitter fighting took place.

Most of the tribes found themselves
refugees in the middle of last year when
the Red Wolves made the Radfan their
stronghold for Yemeni-incited attacks on
the Dhala’ Road trade route.

British and Arab troops, operating from
their base at Thumier, 60 miles north of

"Aden on the Dhala’ Road, began an

intensive operation against the dissidents
and, as-the fighting became more severe,
the homeless tribes grew in number.

But the dissidents were fighting a losing
battle and gradually the area was cleared
and brought under military control.

The Danaba Basin, the Wadi Taym, the
Wadi Misrah, the Wadi Rabwa, the Bakri
Ridge, the Jebel Widina, all deserted by the
tribes, were slowly made safe for them to
return.

The dissidents were winkled out from
their strongholds and many fled to take
refuge in the Yemen while resettlement of
the returning tribes was supervised by a
Federal Government adviser based at
Thumier. :

As well as protecting them against
occasional raids, the British and Arab
troops—including 1st Battalion, The Royal
Anglian Regiment, 2nd Battalion, Cold-

stream Guards, and 19 Regiment, Royal
Artillery—also helped to put the deserted
villages in order and their presence pro-
vided welcome employment for large
numbers of tribesmen.

Army doctors checked the health of the
villagers, treating many injuries caused by
the fighting and diagnosing a score of other
ailments.

Sheikhs of the returning tribes co-
operated closely with both civil and mili-
tary authorities to bring about the success-
ful resettlement of their people and,
encouraged by regular and welcome
visits from the Army, helped to foil
dissident raids.

The stalwart “home guard” of the Hal-

mani tribe were given a few professional
tips on arms drill by the Brigade of Guards
and all the tribes helped to prevent dissi-
dents entering the controlled areas to lay
mines at night. .
* One tribesman responsible for checking
the Wadi Misrah for mines was so confident
of his efficiency that he insisted on riding
evae;’y;momingintheﬁ.tstu-nckupthc
wads !

From a report by Joint Public Relations,
Middle East.

PAGE 13



THE WINDMILL THAT

HASN'T CLOSED

teen in North-West Europe. Its

distinctive shape, looming out of
the fog or the night, has brought com-~
fort to millions of weary troops.

The menu aspires to nothing more
adventurous than sausage, two eggs and a
cup of tea. But every week thousands of
soldiers swear that cup of tea at the Wind-
mill YMCA on the autobahn in Germany is
the best they have ever tasted.
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IT is probably the most famous can-

For 18 years the Windmill has been
dispensing cups of tea and comfort to
everyone from the Commander-in-Chief
downwards. Almost all troop movement
in Germany involves using the autobahn on

“ which it stands—and every soldier who

has ever served in Germany must remem-
ber with affection the “good old Windmill.”

Originally used as a café by the Germans,
it was closed when Hitler built the auto-
bahn and remained empty until 1947 when

it was taken over by the YMCA. Since
that time countless tired soldiers have
pulled their vehicles off the autobahn after
exercises or a long drive, clattered up the
central spiral staircase and slumped at a
table with a steaming cup of char.

Open from seven in the morning until
eleven at night every day of the year except
Christmas Day, the Windmill has changed
little from when it was first taken over.

Famous people, nonentities, generals and

gunners, have all called there, many
recording their appreciation in the well-
worn pages of the visitors’ book.

In the grounds is a tiny building with
three beds inside and almost every night
these are occupied by soldiers marooned
by the weather or too tired to continue.

This month the manager of the Wind-
mill, 74-year-old Mr Henry Dolden,
celebrates his seventeenth year at the
canteen. “It has been a wonderful time

Below left: Mr Henry Dolden, manager for
17 years, outside the Windmill. Below:
Inside murals on the concave walls depict
four old folk legends of the locality.

and I hope I will have many more years
here,” he said. “I must have met enough
soldiers to form a fair-sized army—up to
3000 a day stop here and nearly all the
generals of Rhine Army have called in.”

On one occasion over a cup .of tea a
general told a little Cockney soldier how
lucky he was to be in the Army, ending
with: “I think you have got a very good
job.” “Yes sir,” replied the soldier, “and
so have you.”

Proudest possession of the Windmill
is the well-thumbed visitors’ book. Sir
Beverley Baxter held the honour of
making the opening entry—until
“Scouse and Crasher” decided to
squeeze their names in first.

Through the months and years the
entries record the tired travellers from
all over the world who have stopped
for a cup of tea. ““Hell on Wheels” from
Celle was closely followed by a priest (in
pursuit or vice-versa ?) and a mysterious
thumbprint with a message in Arabic.

Two officers on their way to drink
vodka with the Soviet Army (happier
days then) maynot have been so frivolous
had they known that the next signature
was to be Sir Hugh Stockwell, then
commander of the 1st British Corps.

Comedian Arthur English signed
soon after “Get Knotted 317 while a
more debonair caller records: “A far
cry from its namesake in Piccadilly,
but just as welcome.”

“The Bomb—the best Scammell n
BAOR” comes in for some derisory
comment as does modest Jock Green
who described himself as “the Wind-
mill’s most popular visitor and if you
don’t believe me ask Margaret and
Kittie.,”

Vic Oliver . . . Arthur, late for a

chaplain’s conference . . . the Hameln
Rats ... Carole Carr Company,
1957 . . . recovery in BAOR will

soon be looking up, Lou is back . . . the
English motor racing team.

“Two hungry and lonesome Ameri-
cans looking for advice and food,”
gratefully entered their appreciation
and Gracie Fields finds herself on the
same page as the inevitable Kilroy.
“Blimey, 1s this place still standing ?”
asks one anonymous writer.

Verse comes thick and fast, like
“We came, we saw, we conked out.
But not to worry, we weren’t in a
hurry.” Two “wild Colonial boys”
passed through closely followed by three
girls from Texas.

Sincerity is there, too. “‘See you at
the Windmill. No one will ever know
what that has meant to tens of thous-
ands of Servicemen and women.”
Or “after 200 miles just the job—nice
tea, food and bed.”

“The last Life Guards to visit the
' Windmill” were a bit premature as the
next entry—‘“No you aren’t, mate”—
indicates. Mormons from Salt Lake
City in America were soon followed by
blissful newly-weds who recorded
proudly: “Married today—first meal,
Mr and Mrs § A White.”

One of the more recent entries is
intriguing. It appeals plaintively: ““I
am here, Desirée, but wherd are you ?”
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HUNLIKELY CONTRAPTIONS

ITH automation on everyone’s

lips these days, it is a little-

known fact that 50 years ago
one man was working feverishly on the
automation of war. *

He was William Heath Robinson, the
brilliant cartoonist who died in 1944. His
fertile brain was producing such invaluable
machines as the “Armoured bayonet-
curler for spoiling the temper of the
enemy’s steel” and the “Armoured corn-
presser for crushing the enemy’s boot.”

Above: The enemy in full flight before the
relentless advance of the British “Armoured

corn-presser for crushing the enemy’s boot.”

Right: Another Heath Robinson invention that
incredibly never saw action—the “Pilsener
pump for tapping the enemy’s supper beer.”
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Incredibly, none of these inventions went
into action, a fact which recent pundits on
World War One strategy seem somehow
to have overlooked.

In 1916, the middle of the dark war years,
there appeared a little: book entitled “Hun-
likely " It was a collection of Heath Robin-
son’s war-like contraptions and many an
evening was brightened by the close
scrutiny of his absurd and complicated
designs for winning the war, Heath Robin-
son’s ability to poke fun at the machine age

with such superb draughtsmanship must
have been a tonic in those depressing years.

Some of the drawings are reproduced
here; units wishing to construct any of the
machines are warned that spares are in
short supply. But perhaps the “Screw-
stopperer for plugging the muzzles of the
enemy’s rifles’”” may turn the tide in Borneo.

Who knows ?
Footnote—‘“Hunlikely!”, published by

Duckworth and Co., has long been out of
print.

Above: Pictured undergoing War Office trials
is the ingenious “Armoured bayonet-curler for
spoiling the temper of the enemy’s steel.”

Right: The “Screw-stopperer for plugging the
muzzies of the enmemy's rifles”—note the
modification to protect the operator’s rear.
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JUDO for the tiny tot

One minute he was standing there chat-
ting to a little girl; the next he was flat on
his back. Tiny June Rose Shreedy, aged
seven, has no compunctions about tackling
a six-foot physical training instructor and
she demonstrated the fact during a break in

a judo contest at Singapore. June’s dad, ; P
Company Sergeant-Major Instructor
Mike Shreedy, of the Far East School of
Physical Training, decided that it was

never too early for a girl to learn to look
after herself and taught her judo. Picture
below shows the result.

FUN for the orphans rmmme——e=——

Happily bouncing on the trampoline with an orphaned Laotian child
in traditional dress is Lance-Corporal Frank Smith, from the Far
East School of Physical Training at Singapore. The occasion was a party
for orphan and refugee children in the gardens of the British Ambassa-
dor’s Residency at Vientiane, Laos. British soldiers visit the troubled
state every year to attend the extravagant Buddhist festival of That
Luang. The party was for them the highlight of the visit. Two hundred
solemn youngsters joined the soldiers at tea and were soon screaming and
giggling at party games, but it was the PT team’s trampoline that really
captured them.

-\ NOSTALGIA
" for the Colonel

Nostalgically watching Army cadets dril-
ling at Aldershot is Colonel Gerry Mit-
chell, now in his twelfth year as secretary
of the Army Football Association. Joining
the Army as a ranker in 1910, Colonel

.‘ Mitchell handled scores of Army teams
during his long service and has seen hun-
dreds of young conscripts emerge from
khaki to become world names in football—
£5,000,000 worth of talent has featured in
his team sheets. When he retired he con-
tinued the work he started as a senior
officer and his  unique knowledge of
Britain’s young footballers makes him a
valued member of the Football Associa-
tion’s under-23 selection committee,

LIFE
for a mother

This mother owes her life to the soldier posing
here with her new-born baby. Gunner Terry
Smythe, attached to 24 Recce Flight, Army Air
Corps, was spending a week’s leave fishing and
shooting at a friendly mission in the interior of the
Demerara jungle in British Guiana when the
woman gave birth to the baby but immediately
became unconscious. Completely cut off from the
outside world, the villagers asked Terry for help.
With a native as a companion, he set off in pitch
darkness to trek 25 miles through the jungle to the
nearest Army airfield. For seven hours they ran and
walked without stopping, hacking through the
undergrowth and wading through jungle streams.
They arrived exhausted at the airfield but insisted on
guiding a helicopter back to the mission where a
medical officer revived the mother.
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nches, but here
frican mounted

in Africa it is a different story in the same war—South A
-West Africa and the

s move off in a cloud of dust on the banks of the Orange River,
On the skyline, their camp of bell tents is clearly silhouetted.

In Europe it is still bitterly cold in the stinking tre

which forms the frontier between German South

troop
Union.
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LEFT
RIGHT

AND

GENTRE

This was the impressive scene at the final per-
formance of the British Military Tournament and
Tattoo in Sydney, Australia. In front of the entire
parade is Captain T Priest and behind him are
ranged contingents, from the left, of Royal Marine
Commandos, the Brigade of Gurkhas and the
Grenadier Guards. Behind them is part of 3rd
Battalion, Royal New South Wales Regiment, a
squad of Royal Air Force gymnasts and two files of
highland dancers. Flanking the massed pipes and
drums are motor cyclists from the Royal Signals and
at the rear are the massed bands, flanked by mounted
State trumpeters of the Household Cavalry. Taking
the salute is the Hon E E Reece, Premier of Tasmania.

- P

\ | l‘-ul‘.)‘, B -

Lﬁ&. -

“Ten Feet Tall” is the title
of a new unconventional re-
cruiting film designed to talk to
boys of 15 and 16 in their own
language. The actors in the film
are all young soldiers themselves
and it was shot on location at
the Infantry Junior Leaders
Battalion, Oswestry, the Junior
Tradesmen’s Regiment, Rhyl,
and the Army Apprentices
School, Arborfield. Running for
20 minutes it presents the work,
play and prospects for recruits
to the junior Army and will be
shown at schools throughout
Britain. This still from the
film shows two junior soldiers
under battle training in Wales.

- -
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Seeing double ? No, it’s just a new cartridge developed in America that fires two
bullets at once, giving soldiers a much better chance of hitting targets at close range. It
looks' the same as any other cartridge and is the standard NATO calibre. The front
bullet follows the line of fire while the second bullet, which nestles behind the first in

the cartridge, follows a path slightly off course, increasing the radius of the strike area.

“Remember me? I had my
picture in SOLDIER in June
1963 soon after I joined 3 War
Dog Training Unit in Cyprus as
a pup recruit. I was caught hav-
ing a bit of a yawn then, but just
look at me now (left). Me and
my brother are certainly follow-
ing in Dad’s footsteps. He was a
champion tracker and now I
do Red Cross work—casualty
detection and all ghat sort of
thing—and my brother is in
arms recovery. By the way, the
blokeis Corporal Tom McDine.”
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YOUR REGIMENT : 26

VELSH
UARDS

Precision drill (above) at a birthday parade in
Germany and (below) in 1916 Welsh Guards wait
in a reserve trench before action in France.

IFTY years ago this month,
FLord Kitchener called General Sir
Francis Lloyd into his office and
abruptly informed him: “You have got
to raise a regiment of Welsh Guards.”
Slightly taken aback, the general replied:
““Sir, there are a great many difficulties in
the way which I should like to point out
first.” Kitchener snapped back: “If you
do not like to do it someone else will.”

‘“Sir, when do you want them ?” asked
the general—“Immediately,” said Kitch-
ener. A few days later' King George V
signed the Royal Warrant and just three
days after that, on 1 March 1915—St
David’s Day—the Welsh Guards mounted
guard at Buckingham Palace.

The formation of the new regiment
filled a long-felt need for the Welsh to have
their own Foot Guards regiment and meant
that each country of the United Kingdom
was represented by a Guards regiment.

First recruits came from Welshmen
already serving in the Brigade of Guards
who were asked to transfer to the new
Regiment. Then the rush of recruits from
Wales began and with it the difficult job
of selecting men to measure up to the
immaculate standards of the Brigade.

In August 1915 the 1st Barttalion sailed
for France, leaving the reserve battalion
to train reinforcements throughout World
War One. In France the 1st Battalion joined
the Guards Division and at Loos, on 27
September 1915, received its baptism of
fire in the attack on Hill 70.

Thereafter the Battalion was involved in
most of the major battles in France. In
September 1916, Welsh Guards held
Ginchy against five enemy attacks in 24
hours and the following year, at Pilckem,
Sergeant Robert Bye won the Regiment’s
first Victoria Cross when he stormed two
blockhouses, put their machine-guns out of
action and took numerous prisoners.

After the Armistice the Battalion was
stationed in Cologne before returning to
England in 1919. Between the world wars,
apart from a year in Egypt in 1929, the
Welsh Guards stayed in England taking
part, among other duties, in King George
V’s Jubilee and the Coronation of King
George VI. In 1923 they won the Army
Rugby Cup for the first time (but certainly
not the last—they currently hold the cup
for the third successive year and have won
it a total of seven times).

Shortly before the outbreak of World

%

War Two a 2nd Battalion was formed at
the Tower of London and when war was
declared the 1st Battalion was sent to
France from its station at Gibraltar,

At Arras the Welshmen immediately
distinguished themselves and in the with-
drawal from the town Lieutenant the Hon
Christopher Furness won a posthumous
Victoria Cross. Already wounded, he led
an attack with three Bren carriers against
a very much stronger enemy force to enable
his Battalion transport to get away.

A few light tanks supporting his attack
were quickly knocked out and when his
carrier was knocked out and its crew killed,
Lieutenant Furness fought in hand-to-hand
combat until he himself was killed.

In May 1940 the 2nd Battalion went to
Holland to cover the embarkation for
England of the Dutch Royal Family and
Government, later took part in the defence
of Boulogne and after four days of fighting
was still in contact with the enemy until
taken off in destroyers. _

The following year the 3rd Battalion was
formed and in 1942 it went to North Africa,
taking part in all the fighting and later
landing in Italy and fighting non-stop up
the Italian peninsula.

Meanwhile the 2nd Battalion joined the
newly formed Guards Armoured Division
and landed at Normandy in June 1944,
fighting through North-West France, Bel-
gium, Holland and into Germany, often
supported by the Ist Battalion.

On 1 September 1944 men of the 1st
Battalion were the first troops to re-enter
Arras, having been the last to leave in
1940, and two days later the regimental
group became the first allied troops to
relieve Brussels. In 1945 the world-famous
Mannekin Pis statue wore the uniform of
a Welsh Guards regimental sergeant-major.

Reduced again to one battalion after the
war, the Welsh Guards served in Palestine,

Far left: The Duke of Edinburgh, Colonel of the
Welsh Guards since 1953, pictured during a visit
to the Regiment. Left and below: Guardsmen flew
to Canada last year for a month’s tough training.

Germany and Egypt. In late 1963 the
Regiment returned from a three-year tour
in Germany where it had formed part of
the NATO Mobile Land Force and trained
in Greece, Norway and Sardinia. Last year
it flew to Canada for a month’s training
(SOLDIER, September 1964).

Currently stationed at Chelsea Barracks
in London, this month the Welsh Guards
will be enthusiastically celebrating their
50th anniversary — for although the
youngest regiment in the Brigade of
Guards, they can confidently claim that
they have always measured up to the
exacting standards that have been required
of the Guards for hundreds of years,

Recruited from a nation of singers, it is fitting that the Welsh Guards
should have a choir which has a high reputation and is in increasing
demand. Formed in 1921, it has sung at villages and towns throughout
Wales and in 1960 won third place in the male voice competition at the
International Eisteddfod. Currently directed by Sergeant Hubert Carpenter,
the choir is composed entirely of regular soldiers and rehearses whenever
time can be spared from the many duties and training commijments of a

service battalion.
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“I'm thinking of buying myself out!”
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Take out an Embassy Feel how firm it is. Notice its fresh-

tobacco smell. Engoy its fine Virginia flavour. Embassy
are indeed the best in smoking — with gifts for everyone.

SEND NOW FOR YOUR FREE EDITION OF THE NEW EMBASSY GIFT CATALOGUE
60 pages and 550 personal and household gifts illustrated in Full Colour

Simply fill in the coupon and send it in a stamped addressed envelope
to: W. D. & H. O. WILLS, HANSON STREET, GLASGOW, E.1.
Service No.......
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Buy a Mercedes-Benz here—
collect it immediately on
arrival in Stuttgart.

Cars in stock for

collection, or to your

own specification in six weeks.

BEING
POSTED T0
GERMANY?

in Aden, Singapore, Hong Kong, Cyprus,
Borneo, Malaya, Malta, Gibraltar, East
Africa or Germany? Did you know that
after12 months service abroad you can
buy a Mercedes-Benz for 1 year U.K.
use on your return, no tax and duty?

SERVED
12 MONTHS
ABROAD?

Fill in coupon below for further details of both schemes.

Unique H.P. facilities available through the United Motor
Finance Corporation Limited special NATO Services.

Please send me details of Mercedes-Benz cars
| I have had orders for Germany
[ ] 1 have served 12 months abroad
Tick whichever applicable

NAME

ADORESS.

(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD.
NATO Sales Division, Avenfield House, 127 Park Lane, London, W.1. MAY 5578/9

A Home in Mind?

When you’re back in civvy life you will be glad you took advantage of the
Save while you Serve plan.

Regular, sensible saving now with the Westbourne Park Building Society
could add up to a deposit on a home of your own and will help you to get priority
for your mortgage when tue time comes.

Share Savings Accounts have been especially designed for this purpose
and at present yield 4%, Income Tax paid by the Society. Alternatively you can
open a Share Imestment account and earn interest at 339, Income Tax paid.

Ask your Paymaster now for full details of the scheme and send now for
a copy of the Westbourne Park Building Society brochure.

WESTBOURNE PARK

BUILDING SOCIETY

Member of the Building Societies Association
Chief Office: Westbourne Grove, London W.2.

Local Offices: Ashford (Kent), Bournemouth, Croydon, Eastbourne,
Luton, Maidstone, Newton Abbot, Newbury, Richmond, St. Albans,
Southampton, Southend, Woking, Woodford, Worthing and agencies
throughout the country.

Assets exceed £55,000,000 Reserves exceed £2,700,000
Shares and Deposits in this Society are Trustee Investments
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From Sergeant two
in every five are'
promotea to

From

Constable

one in every
three promoted

to Sergeant

join
MANGHESTER

@ﬂTY "POLICE

THE CHIEF CONSTABLE, P.O. Box 51, MANCHESTER 2

I‘lcase send full details regarding carcers and conditions in the
Manchester City Police (Fill Coupon in Block Letters.)

A o e e it - A . 1
ADDRESS ..........

""“‘""\

Ghildrens Shoes

These shoes stand up to child’s play. -
The flexible, hard-wearing rubber

soles take care of themselves.

Choose Clarks TORFLEX
Children’s Shoes

RUNABOUT 29/11 - 39/11

Colour: Brown.
Childs 7 - 53

Clarks FOOTGAUGE gives the fit
they need. Not just length-wise,
but all-round—right width,

right girth as well !




NAME THE PUB

HE fascination of British inn

signs—the books on this subject

make interesting reading —
prompted a SOLDIER competition
last year when readers were asked to
pair off a list of words to make well-
known inn names, eg “Bull and Bush,”
“Rose and Crown.”

Many old inn signs have military origins
and this tradition is being maintained today
—among recent “unveilings” of new or
renamed houses have been “The Cherry-
picker,” “The Master Gunner,” “The
Gloucester” and “The Staffordshire Yeo-
man.”

The commemoration of Sir Frank
Whittle’s invention in the apt title of “The
Jet and Whittle” prompts this month’s
competition in which readers are asked to
provide two titles for modern public houses
or NAAFI clubs.

The first title should be a “paired” sign
appropriate to a corps of the British Army,
eg “The Spade and Limber” for the Royal
Artillery, “The Duck and Launch” (Royal
Army Service Corps) or “The Soup and
Soufflé” (Army Catering Corps). The
second title may be appropriate to a par-
ticular military garrison or camp, eg “The
Water and Bucket” (Terendak Camp,
Malaya); to a corps or regiment, eg “The
Elusive Ace” (Royal Army Educational
Corps); to any equipment (““The Skid and
Rotor”) or to a person (“The Gallant
Gurkha™).

PRIZES

COMPETITION 81

RULES

Send your two titles by postcard or letter, with
your name and address and the “Competition 81"
label from this page, to:

The Editor

Comp 81
SOLDIER

433 Holloway Road
London N7.

Closing date for this competition is Monday,
29 March 1965. Winners’ names will appear in
the May SOLDIER. 2

This competition is open to all readers at home
or overseas. More than one entry can be sub-
mitted but each must be accompanied by a
“Competition 81" label.

Entries will be judged by the Editor on
ingenuity and aptness.

Five prizes of £2 each in cash.
Five prizes of £1 each in cash.
Five prizes of a 12 months’ free subscription to SOLDIER.
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How observant are you?

- These two pictures look alike, but they vary in ten minor details. If you cannot detect all the differences, turn to page 35.
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If you are
between \
2rand 4z...

THIS BOOKLET COULD BE THE START OF
A LIFETIME’S CAREER

—it offers good pay, constant interest, and lasting security

Are these the things you’re looking for? Have YOU the
qualities needed to succeed in one of the most interesting,

unusual and responsible jobs a man
can do today? If so — and you are
between 21 and 42, and 5ft. 6 in. or
over —a rewarding career awaits
you as an Officer in the modern
Prison Service.
interesting, progressive and secure.
Read what Fred Kent has to say...

A career that’s

“There’s always plenty of interest —because you're working with people”, says
Fred Kent, 31, an ex-bus driver. “That’s why I like the Prison Service.
1 believe it’s a job that’s really worth doing. Every day brings something differ-
ent. And for a man like me, married with two children, it means a lot to know

I’ve real security and a pension to come”.

This new booklet — “A New Job —
a Brighter Future” — tells you
about the modern Prison Service,
now with over 100 establishments
throughout the country. It explains
how the job of being a Prison
Officer has changed in recent years;
why it now demands some rather
special qualities — and how it offers
far more benefits than most.

Varied, interesting work.

Today’s Prison Officer is concerned
with the training and rehabilitation
of prisoners as well as with their
supervision. The qualities of leader-
ship and control are, of course, still
essential. But apart from these you
need to be well-balanced, patient
and scrupulously fair. A sense of
humour also helps in the daily
round — which is far more interest-
ing and varied than people ever
suppose.

Good pay—generous allowances.

The booklet explains these fully.
Briefly, your salary would start at
£12.5.0 and rise o £17.2.6, with
generous overtime rates — but no
regular night work. There are also
details of the extra pay you can get
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if you are a tradesman carrying on
your trade. You get 3 weeks paid
holiday right from the start. And
wherever possible, rent-free homes
are provided for Prison Officers and
their fgmilies. Where not, there is a
rent allowance of up to £3.00 a
week. If you wish, you may retire at
55 with a good gratuity and a
generous pension ze which you never
contribute a penny.

Three months
training on full pay.

If you are selected — and first you
must pass a written test and an
interview — a three month training
course follows. The first part will be
at a borstal or prison near your home.
If you make good progress, you will
go on to a comprehensive course at
one of the Officers’ Training Schools
to give you the basic knowledge and
skills this important job demands.

Take the next step now.

If you are between 21 and 42, and
sft. 6in. or over, send for your
copy of “A New Job — a Brighter
Future”. Fill in the coupon, and
post it off today. It could be the start
of a lifetime’s career !

You enjoy equal pay, training and
status with men Officers, and the
same opportunities to help these in
trouble. If you possess the right
qualities, are in good health and
between 21 and 494, here’s a career
that’s more than just another job.
A career that will engage your

A brighter
Juture for
women, too

With eleven establishments now
dealing with women and girls, the talents and your sympathies to the
modern Prison Service offers more full. There’s.a special new booklet
jobs, more opportunities to career- about Women Prison Officers — send
minded women than ever before. off the coupon today.

There is a constant demand for Officers
who are qualified rradesmen, such as
bricklayers, carpenters, electricians,
painters, plumbers, hospital officers,
cooks and bakers. You are paid extra
for instructing and supervising this
kind of work.

Send for this fully-illustrated zo-page booklet.

Contents include: Who can train as a Prison Officer — What a Prison Officer
does. Where you are likely to serve — Free quarters or rent allowance —
Hours of Work, Pay, Allowances and holidays — Pension and Gratuity
at 55 — Promotion prospects in the Expanding Service — An active social
life — The 3-months Training Programme — Types of Prison — Types of
Prisoner — A look into the Future. 2

B

FILL IN THIS COUP()N NOW! Please send me without

obligation, a copy of your new illustrated booklet, which contains full

details about joining the modern Prison Service.
NAME..... s (MR./MRS. [MISS)

ADDRESS

Send this coupon to: Establishment Officer, Prison Department,
CVg/t Home Office, Horseferry House, Dean Ryle Street,
London S.W.1.

HER MAJESTY’S PRISON SERVICE

L

L—____——__———




=10 commemorate the first link-up
between paratroopers and Com-
mandos in World War Two, an
annual sporting competition has been
started to resurrect the friendly rivalry
of wartime days.
It is the Normandy Cup, and the fight to
hold it will take place every year between

Royal Marine Commandos and The Para- .

chute Regiment on the playing fields, boxing
rings and firing ranges of Aldershot. The first
contest was planned for more than a year ago,
but action in East Africa, the Middle East
and Cyprus prevented either of the con-
tenders from taking part.

When it was finally held, it was something
of an occasion for The Parachute Regiment,
for the 1st and 2nd Battalions were competing
together for the first time for ten years,
overseas commitments having kept them
apart.

The Normandy Cup involves shooting,
cross-country running, soccer, rugby, hockey
and boxing and on this first occasion the
paratroopers won the trophy with some ease.
They took two of the three shooting events,
outclassed the Marines in the cross-country
by 21 points to 79, won the soccer by two
goals to nil, had an easy five bouts to two
victory in the boxing and were beaten only
at hockey—by six goals to one.

Marines won the Hopton shooting cup
event for four rifles and one light machine
gun, but The Parachute Regiment took the
Worcester and Lindley Cup for riflemen
advancing and also the Hamilton Leigh
Falling Plates Cup.

With goal scorers Corporal Gaskm and
Lance-Corporal Williams, a forceful centre-
forward, the paratroopers did well at soccer

o

Second-Lieutenant Steward, Royal Anglian Regiment, shoots it out with Ethiopian Lieutenant Lema.

Top left: The soccer—
one of the six events
in the Normandy Cup.

Above: Lieut Smith
opens the scoring for
The Parachute Regi-

" ment with a brilliant

try in the rugby match.

Left: Colour-Sergeant
Burt led The Parachute
Regiment to victory
in the cross-country.

SPORT

as the Marines team included three Royal
Mavy players. At rugby the Army won by
three goals and four tries to a penalty goal,
with Lieutenant Mark Smith opening the
scoring with a beautiful try following a
combined run in which most of the backs
took part.

Star of the hockey match was Lieutenant
M F Hodder who scored four goals for the
Marines. The cross-country was a walk-over
for the soldiers who had the first seven men
home in a field of 16. Winner was Colour-
Sergeant Gordon Burt, who covered a diffi-
cult five miles in 26 minutes 15 seconds.

ETHIOPIANS OUT-SHOT

N a return shooting match at Aden, a

Middle East team regained the silver

trophy won by the Haile Selassie I
Military Academy from Ethiopia.

The Ethiopians were the first winners of
the trophy—three silver miniature replicas of
rifles stacked muzzle to muzzle—when they
beat a visiting Middle East team in April
1963.

But in the return match the home team
scored a 1254 to 1159 points victory in the

.22 rifle, pistol and 7.62mm rifle contests.

In the .22 match, Middle East scored 205
to the Ethiopians’ 154 and the following day,
using .38 Smith and Wesson revolvers against
the Ethiopians’ .45 automatics, they scored
a 205—154 win.

In the 7.62mm shoot, the Ethiopians were
obviously troubled by the powerful cross-
winds—to which they are quite una
—but it was still a close contest and
American M1 automatic rifles they
410 points to the British 424 with FN self-
loading rifles.
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SPORT continued

PARACHUTE BOYS WIN AGAIN

.Y UPERIOR fitness helped the Junior Para-
Schute Company win the Infantry Junior

Soldiers Wing Team and Individual
Boxing Championship for the second year
and retain the SOLDIER Shield.

The competition, instituted last year, again
suffered from lack of support and will need more
entries to become an established event.

Only three units entered boxers this year but
if boxing skill was lacking in some cases, there
was certainly no shortage of determination.

SAPPERS ARE
JUNIOR SOCCER
CHAMPIONS

final of the Junior Leaders Army Soccer

Cup brought victory for the fourth time
in six years to the Junior Leaders Regiment,
Royal Engineers, Dover,

A team from the Junior Tradesmen’s Regi-
ment, Troon—newcomers to the competition—
played well against the Sapper team and also
scored in the time but were unable to alter the
final score of 2-1 to the Sappers.

TWO goals scored in extra time in the

Winning boxers of the Junior Parachute
Company were: Junior/Drummers Brennan,
Hicks, Pollock, Smith, Junior/Soldiers Parkes,
Gordon and Junior/Lance-Corporal Skovronek,
The remaining winning boxers were: Junior/
Drummers Gillon, Walters and Junior/Bandsmen
Riley and Adlington, all from the Mercian
Brigade; Junior/Drummers Lewis, Murphy and
Junior/Lance-Corporal Lednor, all from the Welsh
Brigade; and Junior/Bugler Baverstock, Green
Jackets.

Played at Aldershot, the game set off at a crack-
ing pace and soon the Troon half-backs revealed
their strength although their forwards looked less
effective against the Sapper defence.

Slippery conditions had their effect on the
accuracy of kicking and passing and after 80
minutes there was still no score, despite some
narrow misses on both sides. But after six minutes
of extra time the Sappers scored their first goal,
following it up quickly with another,

ARMY LOSES CROSS-COUNTRY TITLE

ESPITE a determined challenge, the
DArmy team failed by 30 points to retain
the Middle East Command Inter-
Services Cross-Country Championship.
Victory went to the tough Navy team, led by
Sergeant John Rae, 45 Commando, Royal
Marines, which finished in 1st, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 8th
and 9th places. Just a week before, team captain
Rae had won the Middle East individual cham-
pionship run over the same course.

Second man home was Lance-Corporal David
Gransden, Royal Army Ordnance Corps, one
minute 21 seconds behind the winner,

The Royal Air Force were well in the lead at
the start of the four-and-a-half-mile race in the
burning Arabian sun, but they soon dropped

behind and finished with an 85 point tally. The .

Army had 24 points in hand over the RAF but
their finishing order of 2, 5, 12, 13, 14 and 15
was a good deal short of the Navy’s performance.

SPORTS
SHORTS

HOCKEY

The Army hockey side was made to work hard
-for its 3-1 victory against the Royal Military
Academy at Sandhurst. The cadets battled nobly
and nearly forced a draw, but with less than five
minutes to go and the score at 2-1 a misdirected
pass gave the Army the chance to score again.

BOXING

British Army boxers won their annual match
against Wales by seven bouts to three at Stoke-
on-Trent. Surprise of the evening was the hard
fight given to Army light-welterweight champion
Lance-Corporal “Pip” Taylor by 17-year-old
Roley Evans of Porthcawl. Taylor’s experience
told in the end and the referee stopped the contest
in the second round.

. The Highland Brigade won the Inter-Brigade
Soccer Trophy at Aberdeen. with a 13-8 goal
aggregate. They won the first leg 9-2 against
The Lowland Brigade and although beaten 6-4
at home still had a five-goal lead for the cup,
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SQUASH

Captain N H R A Broomfield, 17th/21st
Lancers, regained the Army squash rackets
championship after a lapse of six years when he
beat the holder, Major M ] Perkins, Royal
Artillery, 8-10, 9-2, 9-5, 9-2 in London, Perkins,
going all out, raced to a 7-0 lead and held on to
win the first game, but then Broomfield, the top
seed and former English amateur cham; ion, was
able to hold the centre of the court and took the
next three games without much difficulty,

A few days later the Army retained the Inter-
Services Squash Rackets Championship for the
second year and the eighth time in ten years,
The Army team defeated the Royal Navy by five
matches to nil, but was given a much harder fight
by the Royal Air Force before winning by three
matches to two.

RUGBY

Playing extremely well in wet and greasy con-
ditions, the Royal Military Academy beat an
Army XV by two tries to a goal at Sandhurst,
The Army were lucky not to have lost the match—
an Army trial—by a greater margin for the cadets
out-ran, out-manoeuvred and often out-played
their opponents.

For the fifth year in succession the Combined
Services lost 9-17 in the annual match against
the French Armed Forces at Twickenham,
despite the presence of two Scortish inter.
nationals and an English cap in the home side.

THE ARMY'S

MEDALS

by MAJOR JOHN LAFFIN

38: INDIA GENERAL SERVICE
1936 -39

HIS medal’s reverse design broke
right away from the traditional
form of India medals. The forts,
flags, rifles, swords and soldiers disap-
peared and in their place appeared a
tiger with raised right front paw. His
head, turned back, almost meets his
very long tail which ends with a hook.

He is standing on rocky ground and
above him is the word “India” in large
letters. The design is rather disappointing
for it is an anti-climax, militaril speaking,
and the medal looks unﬁ.m'shcdy.

The obverse shows the crowned coinage
head of George VI. Suspension, as always,
is of ornamental type,

Two bars were issued: North West
Frontier 1936-37 and North West Frontier
1937-39. The medal itself was not insti-
tuted until August 1938 when two different
strikings were made. That of the Royal
Mint has an artistic claw-grip while that
of the Calcutta Mint is quite plain. The
Calcutta medals are slightly thicker than
those of the Royal Mint, while the engrav-
ing on the reverse of the Indian version is
of poor quality. This is a pity because this
was the last service medal the British issued
for India, apart from the India Indepen-
dence Medal of 1947,

However, the first campaign medal insti-
tuted by the President of India was the
General Service Medal of 1947—proof
enough that British military traditions
remained alive in India after independence.

British regiments awarded the bar for
the campaigns of 1936-37 include the
Norfolk Regiment, Leicestershire Regi-
ment, 2nd Green Howards, 1st South
Wales Borderers, Duke. of Wellington’s
Regiment, Hampshire Regiment and .1st
Northamptonshire Regiment, Highland
Light Infantry, 2nd Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders and about 20 men of the
1st East Yorkshire Regiment.

British regiments engaged in the 1937-39
campaigns include Ist Warwicks,
Ist Norfolks, 2nd Suffolks, 1st Leicesters,
2nd Green Howards, Ist South Wales
Borderers, 1st Hampshires, Royal Ulster
Rifles, 2nd Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers,

The actions in which these regi
were involved began on the night of 15/16 .
December 1937 and with breaks continued
until the night of 31 December 1939,

The men who marched away from
Waziristan on 1 January 1940—most of
them to fight during World War Two—
could little have guessed that the days of
the British Army in India were ending.

The medal is named in thin impressed
block capitals and the ribbon is green with
grey, sandy-coloured centre s ted from
the green by two thin red stripes,




Kensitas
fine cigarettes
famous gijts
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Kensitas give you fine cigarettes and famous gifts. Why settle
for anything less! Fine tobaccos, so carefully blended for a rich
cool smoke. Famous-name gifts, for you, your family and
friends. Now over 500 gifts to choose from. Enjoy Kensitas,
tipped or plain. To choose your next gift, send for a free copy
of the Kensitas Gift Book. Write now to:—J. WIX & SONS
LIMITED, Kelvin Road, London, N.b.
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ROOTES LIMITED Overseas Retail Dept., Piccadilly, London, W.1. GROsvenor 3401.
ROOTES AUTOS (DEUTSCHLAND) GmbH. Military Sales Dept., 4 Dusseldorf-Rath,
Oberhausenerstrasse 17 P.O. Box (Postfach) 171. Tel : 63 30 51.

% Al the world
¢ [oves an Imp

Hillman IMP — made for every road in the
world ; the rough, the smooth, the straight.
Made to carry four big adults in comfort
up to 80 m.p.h. ‘Fantastic’ say the blasé
experts about IMP's lively rear-mounted
875 c.c. aluminium engine ; and the road-
holding ; and'the 4-speed all-synchromesh
gearbox ; and'the all-independent suspen-
sion; and the space; and the estate car
convenience ; and so many otiher things -
like the price! Try an IMP. So much car.
IMP. Made with pride, by Rootes.

Please send me full details regarding the Hillman IMP

Unit Address

SLII

Members of H.M. Forces posted overseas can purchase at generous tax-free rates

which allow up to 6§ months” motoring in the U.K.

Tick here [_|
if you wish details of tax-free purchase overseas

Fashions r MEN

A Hand-Cut Suit
Tailored in London
Just for YOUI!

We can make up any required set

BY T IER ;
VM‘?:::::R of Miniature Medals. We have
TAILORS them for every campaign since

1900.. Send for quotation. Tell
us the medals you want. Ribbon
Bars, either on canvas for sewing
on to uniforms or with pin at back
—9d. perribbon. Full size Medal
Ribbon 3d. per inch. Your own
full size Medals mounted 2/6d.
per Medal. Gold wire Rank Arm
Badgess on scarlet. Blazer Badges
in wire—every Regiment.

Every sult made to
measure. Our convenlent
measurement scheme
guaraniees a perfect fit,
Easiest of terms — a
small deposit and ex-
tended monthly pay-
ments. Just send your
name and address and
by return you wlill recelve
full details, Including:

F R E E Cloth Samples
Style Book (ull colour)
Prompt service for both U.K. and overseas.
MARSHALL TAILORS (Dept. M.3.)
659/661 GREEN LANES, LONDON, N.8

Enguiries with stamp to:
ROBERT ANDREW LTD.
101, Manchester Street,
Oldham, Lancs.

WANTED URGENTLY

FOR
INCREASED ESTABLISHMENT OF

COMPANY SECURITY CORPS

Warrant and Senior N.C.O’s from the three Services.
Must be under 45 and Pensioned. Starting salary £905.
Shift work average 42 hour week. Profficiency element
£50 on standard being reached. Profit Bonus Scheme,
average £70 p.a. Generous Pension Scheme including
Widows and Children. Monthly Staff status. Resettlement
Courses.

Vacancies Enfield, Wembley, Harlow

Please write to Box JM2367 Deacon’s Advertising,
36 Leadenhall Street, London, E.C.3.
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MAIL ORDER

FOR
SERVICES MARRIED FAMILIES

Start a family shopping group with our
COMPREHENSIVE COLOUR CATALOGUE

Clothing and footwear for all the family
ALL THE LATEST FASHIONS

Household goods of every kind—Bedding,
Drapery, Electricals, Toys etc.

SIMPLE SYSTEM - EASIEST CREDIT TERMS

Only 8d. in the pound per week giving
30 weeks to pay

To:—HENRY WIGFALL & SON LTD,,
AVENUE ROAD, WHITTINGTON MOOR,
CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE

Please send catalogue and full details of how to start a Family
Shopping Group

NaME. i, s i il e e e e ot h s s T DRI
Rank: o ols s misise o N i oo 2 s Husband's Name ............

(married ladies only)
AQAresS, .. .o o vo 05 vt o7 TR s sy Sln s e a s e

S/65/A/1




Letlers

Any takers?

We are a small sergeants’ mess of 11 permanent staff members.
Between us we aggregate 323 years’ service and eight of us total
266 years’ service, an average of 33} years each.

We challenge other small messes to beat this record!—Sgt T
Francis, Royal Anglian Regiment, Depot and School, Army
School of Education, Wilton Park, Beaconsfield, Bucks.
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Buff and Green

I was very glad to see the story of
The Queen’s Buffs (“*Your Regi-
ment,” November). But can you clarify
your statement about King George II's
charger being brought under control by
a captain of The Buffs at Derttingen ?

e Buffs’ records (Volume 2, page
125, paragraph 2) say: “This firing had
the effect of causing the King’s charger
to bolt, carrying him ignominiously back
towards the second line, Here, fortu-
nately, his progress was barred by a
captain of Howard’s Regiment, Cyrus
Trapaud by name, who checked the
career of the terrified charger, enabling
the King to dismount.”

In the account of this incident,
Trapaud, an officer of French descent,
is described as being an ensign. He had
actually been gazetted captain on
31 March 1743 in place of Capt George
Malcolm. Trapaud eventually became
colonel of the 70th (later 2nd Battalion,
The East Surrey Regiment).

It seems to me that the honour of
stopping the King’s charger did not
after all belong to a captain of The Buffs
but rather to Capt Trapaud, who
belonged to Howard’s Regiment.—
Victor W Hewson, Hillcrest, King’s
Road, Bury St Edmunds.

* Two regiments were commanded by
colonels called Howard and they became
known as the Buff Howards and the
Green Howerds. Captain Trapaud was
undoubtedly serving ar Dettingen with
Howard’s Regiment, ie The Buffs.

War of blunders ?

Perhaps the following extract from
the official history of The Worcester-
shire Regiment (1914-18) will clear the
air on N S Major’s reference (Letters,
December) to a Cavalry action in the
closing minutes of World War One:

The 4th Worcestershire were leading
the brigade as it advanced on the morn-
ing of 11 November 1918. Colonel
Freyberg, the brigadier, rode at the
head of the column. The march had
scarcely begun when a mounted orderly
galloped up with news of the signing of
the Armistice and orders for the British
vanguards to halt at 1100 hours in the
positions they then held.

*“The news spurred the whole column
to desperate energy. The Brigadier
galloped forward and found the
squadron leader of the Cavalry. They
collected every available man of the
squadron and went forward at top speed
to seize the crossing over the River
Dendre at Lessines. They reached the
outskirts of the town at about 1045
hours, overtook the German rearguard
and were met by fire from rifles and
machine-gun.

“Immediately the Cavalry charged
the enemy, killing four and rounding
up a hundred as prisoners. Then they
dashed forward to the bridge, crossed
it at three minutes to 1lam and drew

rein on the eastern bank. They rode
into the town and compelled the sur-
render of two more companies of the
enemy’s Infantry; but after protests
from their officers it was decided that
hostilities must by then have terminated.
The German troops were released and
marched away.”

If this is the action to which N §
Major refers, it was a brigade action and
not one conducted at “‘regimental level.”
As for its being a blunder, I quote again
from the history: *. . . for the Armistice
was not an absolute guarantee that the
war was at an end, and precautions had
to be taken against possible renewed
hostilities."

This quotation does not refer to the
action of 11 November but to troop
movements in the following days. How-
ever, it seems reasonable to suppose that
some such thought was in Colonel
Freyberg’'s mind when he dashed for-
ward to seize the Lessines bridge. It was
a move of great tactical importance in
the event of hostilities being renewed
and the Colonel would have been doing
less than his duty had he not sought
to establish himself across the river
while there was still time.

It is easy, at this distance from the
events, to condemn -this last-minute
offensive as a ‘‘blunder.” Colonel
Freyberg was merely making sure, if the
Armistice talks broke down, that he
would not have to start his next advance
against a defended river-crossing. The
Cavalry dash enabled the Infantry of
his brigade to occupy Lessines by 1400
hours—a move that would have been

. impossible under the Armistice terms

had the Cawglry not been used so
decisively and promptly.—Capt James
O Cornes, Norfolk ACF, 34 Reden-
hall Road, Harlesden, Norfolk. _

The bridges referred to were over the
River Dendre at the town of Lessines.
The attack was carried out by a detach-
ment of the 7th Dragoons under com-
mand of the then Brig Freyberg VC
DSO.

The purpose of the attack was to
prevent the demolition of the bridges by
the Germans who had possibly not
received orders on the cease fire.
Brigadier Freyberg confirmed after-
wards that the bridges had been
captured just before 1100 hours, the
time set for hostilities to cease.

An interesting account of this action
is contained in the biography of
““General Lord Freyberg VC” by Peter
Singleton-Gates.—Sgt H S Rawle RE,
Q Movements, HQ BOAR, BFPO 40.

Prussian eagle

I enjoyed reading your article on the
14th/20th King’s Hussars (‘“Your Regi-
ment,” December). However, the 14th
did not wear the Prussian eagle cap
badge during World War One. They
were requested by King George V to
use their second badge—the Royal
Cipher within the garter—while Great

Britain was
Germany.
In Mesopotamia the 14th were, of
course, fighting against the Turks.—
Maj M A Urban-Smith, Regimental

at war with Prussian

Secretary, Home Headquarters,
14th/20th King’s Hussars, Lancaster
House, Norton Street, Manchester
16.

You say that during World War One
the 14th Hussars wore the Prussian
cagle badge while serving in Meso-
potamia. This is not so. Early in 1915
the Regiment adopted the crest of
England within the garter for cap and
collar badges.

The Prussian eagle was not restored
until 1934, and then only as a plain eagle
and not like the original badge of a white
metal eagle upon an oval brass plate,
with 14th King’s Hussars below.

In 1915 too the King’s Dragoon
Guards dropped wearing the Austrian
eagle and took the Garter Star as their
badge, the eagle being restored in 1934,
—F Gibbs, 109 Glenister Park Road,
Streatham, London SWi6.

Waltzing Matilda

C W Mann asks (Letters, November)
if anyone can supply the missing line
of an old form of this song. Some time
ago Alan Whicker, of the BBC ““To-
night” team, visited Australia and
checked on the history of ‘‘“Waltzing
Matilda.” He quoted C W Mann’s
version and included the missing line:

*Once a Jolly Fuzileer marching out
of Rochester,
Off to the War in the Low Country,
Sang as he marched
Through the dear streets of Rochester,
Who’ll come a soldiering with Marl-
borough and me ?”

I hope this helps.—Anne Irvine, 30
Mount Pleasant Road, Ealing, Lon-
don Ws.

Cri de ceeur

May I be permitted to correct the
impression which Cadet/Cpl Davis
(Letters, December) may have conveyed
to our friends in the Regular and Terri-
torial Army ? I have ralked to Cdt/Cpl
Davis and the position is as follows:

(a) In some parts of his letter the
meaning of the words is the reverse of
what he intended, eg when he says “The
main complaint is against the TA” he
%1emt ““I have no complaint against the

A’

(b) The reference to shooting was
based upon a solitary experience about
18 months afo when he was marking
in the butts for a TA unit. He cannot
recall which unit it was. Apart from this
he has no knowledge of the shooting
capabilities of the Tﬁ and therefore has
no grounds for suggesting that the ACF
are better shots than the TA.,

(c) The aim of his letter was to put
forward a case for the ACF to receive
a er share of the funds supplied by
the Treasury for the Regular Army,
TA and ACF. He agrees that he
presented his case very badly.

Although it is unlikely that Cdt/Cpl
Davis’s letter, obviously written without
due reflection, will cause a rift in the
harmonious relationship which exists
between the TA and the ACF in
Gloucestershire, I must say I am most
disappointed that a Cdt/Cpl in my
Regiment should have written it and
that you, Sir, should have printed it.

However, may I take this opportunity
to apologise for any offence it may have
caused and to say how grateful we in
the Gloucestershire Army Cadet Force
are for all the assistance and helpful
advice we receive from the Territorial
Army whenever we seek it and from the
Regular Army whenever we have the
opportunity to make use of their ser-
vices.—Maj C B Dolan (OC 2/4 Cadet
Regiment, Gloucestershire ACF),
102 Barnwood Road, Gloucester.

% SOLDIER makes no apo Jor
having published Cdt/Cpl Davis’s letter.
Within certain limits, for example matters
of discipline and promotion, the letters
pages have always been and will always
be open to any reader to express a view or
comment.

I cannot e with the complaints
made by Cd:%;l Davis. As a member
of a progressive ACF Detachment in
Gloucestershire I should like to thank
both the Regular Army and the Terri-
torial Army for all the interest they
show by loaning us transport, instruc-
tors and equipment.

Only last weekend the Regular Army
provided us with transport for an all-
night scheme, and at the previous week-
end the Territorials invited several
cadets to join them on a map-reading
scheme. v

_ Then this year we have had instruc-
tion in the SKR, SMG, 2in mortar, 3in
mortar and Mobat, all from the Regulars
or Territorials. As to the other points
raised, the social side is. the res; i-
bility of the detachment, as is its

financial position.—L/Cpl B A
(Tewkes Detnclm?rnt, Glnm
tershire A ter Road,

12
Tewkesbury, éloueenenlﬂre.

I agree that more should be done for
the ACF units, not only in Gloucester-
shire but throughout the country. But
I feel that Cdt/Cpl Davis is ir to-
the Territorial Army. Surely this help
should come from the county regi-
ments—even if a regiment is
overseas there is always a depot or a
recruiting team left behind.

I feel sure that if ACF units only
asked, county regiments would be only
too glad to help. My Regiment is always
willing to help not only ACF units but
local lads wherever they are stationed.—
Cpl C Housley, 1st Battalion, The

Sherwood Foreste: H:
Barracks, Colchnte':: Btz:.m
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I feel I must defend the Regular Army
and Territorial Army against the dis-
paraging comments by édt;’Cpl Davis.

The Army Cadet Force is not the
Army’s main source of recruitment. It
is designed to bring out the best in a
boy, to foster initiative, zeal and com-
panionship and not to turn out boy
soldiers.

As I coach both the TA and ACF
shooting teams in this county I am in
a position to judge their shooting merits.

hile there are some excellent pros-
pects jn the ACF I cannot agree that
the ACF are better shots than the TA.
I cannot recall Cdt/Cpl Davis ever
attending one of my coaching sessions;
?‘crha s a challenge is indicated. —RSM

artin, 5§ Glosters (TA), TA
Centre, Painswick Road, Gloucester.

Private of The Buffs

I read with interest your feature on
The Queen’s Own Buffs (‘‘Your Regi-
ment,”” November) but wondered why

ou did not mention “The Private of
he Buffs.” Surely he is fact and not
mere poetic legend ? I thought this was
an incident in the Boxer rising ?—
T Harrington, 10 Norfolk Road,
Stapenhill, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs.

% According to ““A Short Hist:ry of
The Buffs” (Brig E Foster Hall MC),
“The Private of the Buffs” was a short
poem by Sir F H Doyle. The individual's
name was Private Moyse.

Engineer origins

I read with interest the splendid
article ““Tunnel Tigers in the Rock”
(October) and I am sure it will be
appreciated by Royal Engineers every-
where. I would like to enlarge on the
origins of 1st Fortress Squadron and
other Royal Engineer squadrons for the
benefit of interested readers.

A Royal Warrant of 6 March 1772
authorised the raising at Gibraltar of a
Military Company of Artificers which
was almost immediately renamed the
Soldier Artificer Company. It gradually
increased in size and a second company
was formed in 1786. Officers for these
companies were found from the Corps
of Engineers, which in April 1787 was
renamed Corps of Royal Engineers.

Under a further Royal Warrant of
10 October 1787 a Corps of Royal
Military Artificers of six companies was
formed. These were quite distinct from
the soldier artificer companies serving
in Gibraltar but were also commanded
by officers of the Corps of Royal
Engineers, The following units, existing
today, can trace their origin back to the
first six companies of the Corps of
Royal Military Artificers: 3, 4 and 5
Field Squadrons; 6 Field Park Squad-
ron; 7 Field Squadron and 8 Railway
Squadron.

In 1797 the two companies of soldier
artificers’in Gibraltar were incorporated
into the Corps of Royal Military Artifi-
cers after 25 years of separate existence.
In 1812 the Corps name was changed to

ex-Forces candidates, June.
good promotion opportunities.

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS

The following examinations are held annually : Executive Class for
(Basic grade rises to over £1,200;)

candidates, October. Assistant Preventive Officer,19-21 February,
and Customs Officer, 18-23 March ; allowance for Forces service.
Write stating age, Forces service, efc., to:

CIVIL SERVICE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL
10STATION PARADE, BALHAM HIGH RD., LONDON, S.W.12.

Clerical Class for ex-Forces

Royal Military Artificers or Sappers and
Miners, and in 1815 this title was
shortened to Rayal Sappers and Miners,

The soldier in the Royal Sappers and
Miners was a private. The rank of sap-
per was not introduced for another 43
years when, due to the gallant services
of the Royal Sappers and Miners in the
Crimean War, the title of Royal
Engineers was granted. Thus ended the
long-standing anomaly of engineer
officers and men belonging to separate
corps.—Lieut-Col F T Stear, Secre-
tary, Royal Engineers Historical
Society, Institution of Royal Engi-
neers, Brompton Barracks, Chat-

, Kent.

Dettingen

I am afraid R Rimmer GC is wrong
when he says (Letters, December) the
Battle of Dettingen was fought in mid-
February. It took place on 16 June 1743
and the woods around the battlefield
were in full leaf.

We here at the National Army

. Cumberland an

Museum possess a fine pain

ting of the
scene by John Wootton (below) depicting

King George Ilc,l his son, the Duke of

ness. They are all sporting oak sprij

the. Earl of Holder-

in their hats. Cumberland holds up the

broken rein which is part of the inci-
dent during which a contingent of the
22nd Foot is said to_have saved the
King’s life.—Maj E N'Hebden (Retdk
National Army Museum,
Sandhurst, Camberley, Surrey.

24th Foot

I noted with interest Sgt H N San-
ders’s references (Letters, October) to
Talana Hill and Lieut Bromhead as I
was brought up in Dundee, a town at
the foot of Talana Hill.

On a clear day one can see from the
town the white monument on Talana
Hill erected on the spot where Maj-Gen
Sir William Penn Symons fell %luny
wounded.

Rorke’s Drift, where Lieut Bromhead

Save money when you buy the Triumph
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Herald-a

- -

nd go on saving it

As sooN as you buy a Triumph
Herald, generous tax concessions
help you save money. But that’s just the
start. When you finally get round to part-
ing with it you'll find the Herald keeps
its price better than most cars in its class.

In between times the Triumph Herald
still considers your pocket. It travels
6,000 miles between servicing, For many
people that’s the best part of a year’s
motoring. And the cost of routine main-
tenance for the Herald is one of the low-
est in the country.

So much for so little. How-
ever, there’s more than economy to
commend the Herald. It is still the clever-
est light car on the market. A 25-ft turn-
ing circle lets you park in spaces other
cars have to pass by. Independent sus-
pension on all four wheels gives smooth
riding and sure cornering. Inside look:
Full-dress luxury with deep chunky
seats, real pile carpets, walnut facia. Out-
side look : 93 9; all-round visibility means
a clear view of the road—all the time.

Any Standard-Triumph dealer will
give you a free trial drive in a Herald.
Take him up on it. And find out more
about the tax concessions. If you prefer
to shop by post, write for a glossy cata-
logue to Standard-Triumph Sales Limi-
ted, Export Sales (European Division),
Coventry, England.

VLY § e

A member of the Leyland Motor Corporation

@




won his Victoria Cross, is some 30 miles
from Dundee and ten miles from
Isandhlwana where Lord Chelmsford’s
troops were massacred by Cetewayo’s
impi. On a visit some years ago to the
scene of Isandhlwana we were struck by
the eerie atmosphere. Local Zulus call

* Army chaplains follow the rules of
““Queen’s Regulations for the Army"’ and
do not wear beards other than in special
circumstances. SOLDIER does not recall
meeting a chaplain sporting a moustache.

it Amasodjeni—*“The place of soldiers”
—and legend has it that they refuse to
cross the battlefield at night because of
spirits.

The site of the medical tent was

inted out and there could still glearly
gg seen chips of blue glass from medi-
cine containers. We followed the path
of the flight from Isandhlwana to
Rorke’s Drift and this is marked by
well-preserved white cairns where
pursued soldiers were caught and where
the wounded succumbed.—Capt JR A
McAdam, 4 SA Infantry Battalion,
Middelburg, Transvaal, RSA.

East Surreys

The picture you reproduce in ‘‘Your
Regiment” (November) of a Queen’s

“Don’t fall—wait for
the ground to come
up, then step on it.”

Own Royal West Kent Reéiment patrol
in Cassino, 1944, in fact shows men of

1st/6th Battalion, The East Surrey
Regiment, crossing the ruined square
after the capture of the town by their
Bartalion. The 6th Battalion, The East
Surrey Regiment (TA), was amalga-
mated in 1961 with the 23rd London
Regiment (TA) to form 4th Battalion,
The Queen’s Rogl Surrey Regiment
(TA).—Maj J S D Wright, Second-

~Command, 4 Queen’s Surreys,
TA Centre, Portsmouth Road,
Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey.

% Sorry ! SOLDIER’s source for this
%fcmre was the official 1920-50 history of

he Queen’s Own Royal West Kent
Regiment !

Bearded padres ?

Are Army padres permitted to grow
beards or must they be clean shaven —

R S
COLLECTORS’ CORNER

D Johnson, B4-Appt 167, Blancs
Monts, Arras, Pas-de-Calais, France.—
Exchange worldwide used foreign stamps
for metal badges British and Common-
wealth forces.

J Griffiths, 7 Petherton Road, Eliza-
beth West, South Australia.—Requires
model soldiers British regiments all
periods, especially Blenheim and Waterloo,
also French of these two periods ; worldwide
medals and ribbons.

Maxwell Sadler (164), 64 Avenue
Court, Clayhall, Ilford, Essex.—
Welcomes correspondence on and military
items such as cap badges, shoulder flashes,

H T Vreman, Brantsenpark 7, De
Steeg, Holland.—Requires history World
War Two; maps, books, photographs
Battle of Arnhem; volumes The War
lllustrated  1939-45; volumes London
Hlustrated News 1939-45; records of
military band music.

C J T James, |12 Midland Road, King's
Norton, Birmingham 30.—Requires cloth-
ing, equipment, film and pictures of
German paratroops ; exchange British items
with Continental collectors.

COMPETITION 77

About one third of the entries for the
October competition (How Observant
Are You?) were correct.

Winners were:

1 L/Cpl A E da Silva, Logan Cot-
tage, Downs Road, South Wonston,
Winchester, Hants.

2 WO II R Bradley, RASC, HQ
RASC Cyprus, BFPO ;3.

g Pte ] Rowley, HQ Coy, MT Pln,
1 SCLI, Brooke Barracks, BFPO 45.

4 S/Sgt P Clements, 79 Railway
Sgn RE, BFPO jo.

5 Pte R Rose, B Coy 6 Pln, 1
DERR, BFPO s1.

6 A Owens, Signal House, TA

Centre, Score Lane, Childwall,
Liverpool 16.

There were 15 differences, as follows:

1 Woman’s right heel. 2 Boot handle
of modern car. 3 Width of near pavement
edge. 4 Number of wvertical lines (or
squares) on No 9's .radiator grille.
5 Poodle’s lead. 6 Handle of No 5's near
sidelamp. T No 5°s wing mirror. 8 Number
of buttons on seat of No 5. 9 Offside hinge
of No 5’s bonnet. 10 Starting-handle of
nearest car. 11 Length of rear mudguard
of nearest car. 12 Radiator badge of
nearest car. 13 Step of nearest car. 14

CHILDREN'S
EDUCATION

The diversity of educational
facilities in the United Kf‘?ﬂdm
offers opportunities for dren
of all abilities, but this variety
can itself be confusing to
Ea:ents. The Institute of Army

ducation provides a service of
advice to serving Army parents
on all matters relating to the
education and future careers of
children, especially those who
suffer mental and physical
handicaps, at home and overseas.

If you require advice Cgfe“
should applg through the Chief
Education Officer to the Com-
mandant, Institute of Army
Education, Court Road, Eltham,
London SE9. All enquiries are
treated in confidence.

REUNION

York and Lancaster Regimental
Association. Annual reunion dinner
Saturday 24 April, Endcliffe Hall,
Sheffield 10, preceded by annual general
meeting. Drum-head service and buffet
lunch Sunday 25 April. Any member
wishing to attend either or both func-
tions should apply Regimental Head-
quarters not later than | Apr.

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?
(See page 2T)

The two pictures vary in the follows
respects: 1 Width of 31? 's fumu'; 2 Pa'g
tern ojl . 3 Arms afﬂmlor third from
right. osition of small cloud. 5 Sea
below left porthole. 6 Soldier’s wrist
watch. T Width of raft at far end. 8 Hair

Terence J Spong, The Theological

helmets, hats, bayonets, cartridges,
College, Rochester, Kent.

? Thickness of nearest car’s seat cushion.
ammunition pouches, holsters, etc.

behind soldier’s ear. 9 Lines on starboard
15 Tie of driver of nearest car.

bow wave. 10 Top of flagmast.

R EE———, e

ARE YOU A
HOARDER?

Ry
VisEd
By appointment

H.M. Queen Elizabeth Il
Florists

A, B. Stevens Ltd.

POST ROSES

GOFF’S OAK, WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS, ENGLAND

Telephone: Cuffley 2998

Your Anniversary Gift for mininum £/

The most personal and acceptable gift of all is a box of choice fresh-cut CARNATIONS
or ROSES direct from our own nurseries. Send your order, remittance and .perspnal
message for recipient to us for delivery to any address in Grq: Britain (excluding Eire).

Place your ORDER NOW for ANY DATE in the future

Gift Boxes £l, £I-10-0, £2, £3, £5

The number of blooms sent varies according to the season but the normal minimum
number for £1 will be | dozen

Perhaps you're one of those people
who just can’t bear to throw anything
away. Whatever it is, you know that the
day after you reluctantly part with it,
you’ll need it. ;

Whatever else you do throw away,
you'll need to keep SOLDIER. And
here’s just the thing for preserving those
precious back numbers—and the current
issue too—in printers’ mint condition-
This is the SOLDIER Easibinder. It
will house a year’s supply, prevent
copies from becoming tatty and dog-
eared, and tuck away neatly and handy
on the bookshelf. Turn the pages and they
flatten out for easy reading and quick
reference. )
SOLDIER’s Easibinder has a red
leathercloth spine, with the magazine
title in gold and a panel for adding
volume number and year. The. Easibinder

except
For delivery July Ist to August 31st Min, |5 blooms costs 12s 6d including Wﬂdlls in a
For delivery December |st to January Ist ... Min. 8 blooms

cartlt:ln and postage to any part of the
world. .

Get your Easibinder now from SOL-
DIER (Binders), 433 Holloway Road,
London N7. Cheque, postal order, money
order or international money order,
made out to SOLDIER Magazine,
should accompany your order.

During latter period, Rose season is coming to an end, and whilst orders for Roses will be
executed if possible, Carnations may have to be substituted.

Please Note From January |st to March 3|st Roses are not in production but CARNATIONS
ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES

TO POST ROSE §/Feb, &5

S,
WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS, ENGLAND

Please send CARNATIONS/ROSES to:

Pt

tO aArrive ON............

ChaqualPO' entlBaed TOr: ... i mcrsiterirpssalursontuns sovnnsmes 4ressnssRns ot gssbe st bs b s e 1E
(All Banks Transfer Charges to Drawer’s Account)

State colour of Howers. CRGUITEd. .. .ooviirrsrirsydaimetvasstsansaes sreranvediniors Stsesssoratsspndiesrbyee

My name and address is

Please write clearly in block letters and remember to enclose the personal message which
is to go with your box of flowers.
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HITLER'S LAST FLING

“The Bartle of the V-Weapons, 1944-45" (Basil
Collier).

UST after four o’clock on the morning of

13 June 1944 the first V-1, flying-bomb,

doodle-bug, FZG76 or Hitler’s “secret
weapon”—call it what you will-—crossed the
Kent coast. Three more followed, the only
survivors of ten despatched, which were all
the Germans could launch out of a planned
five-hour opening attack with 500 missiles.

It took the launching teams less than two days
to get over this fiasco. Then they sent 244 missiles
towards London and another 50 or so towards
Southampton. A new kind of war was firmly in
being.

?ﬁe development of the V-1 and V-2, the
intelligence battles, the efforts of the Royal Air
Force to destroy the development and launching
sites, are all told in this comprehensive and
readable work. ;

By mid-July 1944 there were nearly 800 guns in
a “gun-belt” on the North Downs, protecting
London, and further south were another 600
light guns.
The gun-belt was then moved to the Kent and
Sussex coast to give the s an unrestricted
field of fire, enable the Gunners to use new

ximity-fuse shells and their radar to work
g:gter. It meant, however, a divided field for the
fighter pilots—at sea or behind the gun-belt—and
so reduced their effectiveness.

Within hours of the decision, 23,000 men and
women, 800 guns and 60,000 tons of ammunition
were on the move from the North Downs.

In the next seven weeks the guns were destroy-
ing 170 instead of 50 missiles a week but the
fighters were bringing down only 120 against 180.

e new figures represented nearly 60 per cent of
the missiles observed compared with 40 per cent
previously.

The V-1 was, for the moment, beaten. But as
launching sites in France were overrun, new
ones came into operation in Holland and launch-
ings from aircraft began over the North Sea, so
the defences were again switched to the East
Coast.

Against the V-2 no defensive counter-measures
were discovered, though offensive attacks on the
launching sites by fighter-bombers brought some
good results.

Hodder and Stoughton, 25s. RLE

RUNNING THE GAUNTLET
“The Russian Convoys” (B B Schofield).

ETWEEN 1941 and 1945, forty convoys,
Bcomprising 811 merchant ships, set out

from Britain to carry war material to the
North Russian ports. In the long summer
days, out of range of the Royal Air Force,
they ran the gauntlet of the Norway-based
Luftwaffe; in the dark winter they ploughed
through formidable storms.

Always they ran the risk of U-baat patrols, an}
for most of the time Hitler’s big ships lurke
menacingly in the Norwegian fjords. The
+ Germans held most of the trumps and, though
they failed to play many of them, 100 merchant
ships and 18 naval vessels were lost. It was a saga
of courage and determination in which many
soldiers took part, manning the guns of the
merchant ships.

The policy of sending aid to Russia had many
critics, including Field-Marshal Lord Alanbrooke
who pointed out that many tanks and aircraft
were lost at sea, that the Russian maintenance
was poor and that there was no information about
the Russian supply situation.

The author accepts that aid to Russia was
necessary; what was unsound was the strategy
of keeping the Arctic convoys going. There were
three other, safer routes, including that via the
Persian Gulf, and these ultimately carried more
than three-quarters of the supplies.

Batsford, 30s. RLE

WAR WITHOUT BITTERNESS

“Into Battle 1914-1918" (Ernest Parker).

N 16 September 1916 a young man lay
Osprawled on a low ridge near Delville
Wood in France. As he desperately tried
to look through a bullet hole in his helmet he
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vowed that if he survived he would return to
that very spot and give thanks.

This slim volume, strangely moving, is the
result.

The author was only 18 when he entered
Kitchener’s Army to do his Cavalry training.
The fact that he was sent to The Durham Light
Infantry at Ypres seems an apt comment on war.

He experienced the whole range of the war—
delousing, patrolling, commissioned, decorated,
wounded—yet bitterness is absent. There is just

regret.
Longmans, 18s. AWH

IRON CROSS AND
MILITARY MEDAL

“The History of the Royal West African Frontier
Force” (Colonel A Haywood and Brigadier F A S
Clarke).

HERE must be few soldiers with the

distinction of having been awarded the

German Iron Cross and the British
Military Medal—such a man was Regimental
Sergeant-Major Chari Maigumeri, of 3rd
Battalion, The Nigeria Regiment.

In 1913 he joined the Kaiser’s army in the
Cameroons and won the Iron Cross fighting
against the British. Captured, he later joined the
West African Frontier Force and served with
merit in the East African campaign against Von
Lettow-Vorbeck’s colonial force. It would hardly
be correct to say that Maigumeri was typical, but
he is certainly the finest example of the men
who have served in the Frontier Force.

By 1928 Maigumeri was Regimental Sergeant-
Major of the 3rd Nigeria Regiment and he won
the Military Medal during the 1940-41 campaign
in Abyssinia and the Italian colonies. He was
later mentioned in dispatches while serving in
Burma and received the British Empire Medal in
1944 for long and loyal service to the Crown.

He retired in 1953 after 36 years’ service—and
the Queen granted him the honorary rank of
captain. The Regiment’s officers presented him
with a sword.

The Royal West African Frontier Force,
actually formed in 1897, sprang from various

sources, Freed Hausa slaves were marshalled by a
naval lieutenant to form the Lagos Battalion, Sir
Charles McCarthy formed the Royal African
Colonial Corps which, in turn, gave birth to the
Gold Coast Regiment and the Gambia .
The Nigeria Regiment was formed from northern
and southern constabularies which had been
raised to protect trade. Similarly the Sierra
Leone Battalion was born as a police force.

The Frontier Force distinguished itself during
the campaigns in Togoland and the
and upheld its traditions in World War Two,
particularly in the Burmese jungle where it
performed tasks which for white s were
considered impossible. Units earned 13 battle
honours in Burma.

British officers and non-commissioned officers
who have served with the Force look back with
pride and happiness on their association with the
gallant, chee West African soldiers. And to
face the problems besetting the newly independent
African countries, those who soldier on have
behind them a long tradition of which any man
could be proud.

Gale and Polden, 42s. JCWwW

THE “COMMON’" SOLDIER
“Rank and File” (compiled T H McGuffie).

HE British soldier down the ages has not

I been noted for his literacy. But from

time to time some of the more articulate
have put pen to paper. This anthology, sub-
titled “The Common Soldier at Peace and
War 1642-1914,” draws on 43 separate
sources, most of which will be unfamiliar to
the general reader.

Though mainly British, the ““‘common soldiers”

uoted here include Americans (War of Indepen-
gence and War between the States), Frenchmen of
Napoleon’s Grande Armée and members of the
French Foreign Legion.

Almost inevitably with a miscellany of this sort,
the pace is somewhat uneven. Such dull lm:i
inconsequential items as those dealing with the
Civil War (British) could well have been dis-
pensed with, while Mr McGuffie has surprisingly
ignored the prolific and fascinating “letters of
Private Wheeler 1809-1828.” Nonetheless, there



are many items of unusual and absorbing interest
—*“A Boy of Ten Joins the Army 1759 and other
items by John Shipp; “The Retreat from Mos-
cow 1812”; “The Great Assault on Gibraltar”
and “The North-West Frontier 1839.”

From the whole there emerges a picture of men
who, despite the soldier’s one accepted and age-
old privilege of grumbling, grumble little. Their
occupational hazards were prodigious, in times of
peace as well as war,

A wry cheerfulness and stoic endurance in the
face of sometimes almost insuperable odds were
their characteristics. The soldier of today has very
much more to be thankful for. than he may some-
times realise.

Hutchinson, 35s. DHC

DEATH IN THE AFTERNOON

“Six Minutes to Sunset’’ (Arthur Swinson).

NE of the most explosive incidents in the
history of the British Empire was the
ghastly slaughter which took place in the
Jallianwala Bagh, in the Punjab city of
Amritsar, on the afternoon of Sunday, 13

April 1919. When it was over and the British
commander, Brigadier-General R E H Dyer,
marched his 90 soldiers from the carnage,
they left 379 Indian men, women and children
dead, and more w..n 1200 wounded and
untended.

At first General Dyer was praised as “the
saviour of the Punjab” who had, by his drastic
action, nipped in the bud a rebellion which would
have spread throughout the country. But a
political outcry reached such dimensions that a
committee of inquiry was set up, and this eventu-
ally condemned his action. Such heat was en-
gendered that at one time the British Govern-
ment found itself fighting for its life. The country
was split into two factions, the one upholding Dyer
as a soldier who had carried out his duty with
great courage, the other denouncing him as the
cruel and cold-blooded perpetrator of an atrocity.

The author has uncovered many important
facts which enable him to tell the story against a
comprehensive historical background. Three-
quarters of his book is devoted to the repercus-

- sions which followed the slaughter and the

reactions, both emotional and political, in England
and in India.

General Dyer was disgraced without ever being
tried, but his personal integrity was never in
question. He lived in retirement until July 1926
when, a few days before his death, he said: “So
many people who knew the conditions in Amritsar
say I did right . . . but so many others say I
did wrong. I only want to die and know from
my Maker whether I did right or wrong.”

Davies, 30s. DHC
JUSTIFYING EOKA
“Guerilla Warfare and EOKA’'s Struggle”

(General George Grivas).

HEN it comes to guerilla warfare the

\X/ opinions of General George Grivas-

Dighenisare bound to command atten-

tion. After all he did wage a successful

campaign against the British forces in

Cyprus. That some of EOKA’s actions

smacked more of Chicago gangsterdom than

of a fight for freedom only adds point to his
utterances.

This is a boastful book in which Grivas and
EOKA are invariably right and the British
almost always wrong. The British failed to get the
sympathy of the Greek-Cypriot population, he
says, because the weapon they used was force.
British propaganda was mostly lies; EOKA told
the truth.

Grivas’s strategy was impeccable; that of the
British, owing to a surfeit of men and materials,
was “hunting field mice with armoured cars.”

¥Some British tactics could not be criticised, but
the methods of carrying out the operations were
“so open and lackadaisical . , . that one got the
impression they were on an exercise.”

The author attempts to justify all EOKA’s
methods, including the notorious “execution
groups” which, he says, had as targets “any

AV.Gorbatov A Soviet
General's experiences of

Englishman belonging to the armed forces,
?pegially dangerous members of the Intelligence
ervices.”

This book provides an insight into the thinking
of a ruthless guerilla leader and it also exposes one
weakness of EOKA which the security forces were
never able to loit.

Because of a lack of experienced subordinates
and the danger of establishing a command s
command had to be centralised in Grivas. I
been eliminated,” he writes, with boastfulness
this time more apparent than real, “the whole
struggle would have collapsed because no one
could have taken my place.”

i RLE

INVASION, 1415

“Agincourt” (Christopher Hibbert).

author reminds us that

fought on 25 October 1415, was not
merely a battle but a campaign. We see the
complex machinery of war get under way
as a 1500-ship armada gathers in the Solent
and thousands of men-at-arms, horses, arch-
ers and battering-rams are taken aboard.

The Agincourt campaign was no crusade to
save Europe. It was a war for plunder aimed at
France when she was at her weakest. Her Ki
Charles VI, was mad, the French were ri
with feudal jealousies, they lacked discipline and
worst of all their fighting techniques were obsolete.
They were no match for the deadly English
bow, lethal up to 300 yards, nor could they mai
the inspired bravery and ruthless leadership of
Henry V who, at a critical stage in the battle,
ordered the massacre of all prisoners to free more
men for combat.

The cost to France was shattering. The list of
dead reads like a Burke’s Peerage and some 1500
nobles were also captured. eir fate was to
shuffle through the streets of London in the
victory parade that followed Henry’s return and
to await, for years, the payment of a ransom.

Hard, domineering patriotic, Henry
emerges from the campaign as one of England’s
most successful soldiers.

Batsford, 35s. AWH

WI‘I‘H skilful attention to detail the

PURGED AND REINSTATED
“Years Off My Life”” (General A V Gorbatov).

N August 1943 the triumphant Russian
IThird Army liberated the town of Orel. It
was a great moment for the commander,
General A V Gorbatov, who before Worl(i
¥uﬁ(3ngadurvedin6reluatroowlns
sarist valrx regiment.

General Gorbatov came front a ant family
so poor that he was not above atag‘:l?ew coins
from a church. He was apprenti to a shoe-
maker, served in the shoe trade for more
five years and became a s

Then he was called up.

After fighting the in World War One
he was dﬂ:‘l:bﬂi!ﬁd in lQlB;hbuli el:ll :;:ufy . chc
year enlisted as a private in the s
cndofthcciv‘ifwarhewuoommandinsl
Cavalry brigade. -

In peace-time he rose from regimental to

ivisional commander. Then came Stalin’s purge.
Gorbatov was removed from the army and party,
arrested and tortured. Although he refused to
incriminate himself he was sentenced to 15 years’
prison and was sent off to Siberia.

In 1940 he was relmedtfs:und mmmme
army to experience an eventful war in
his being awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet
Union.

General Gorbatov tells his story with a si
faith in the Commutﬂ.ist way of life ln}c{i dhu.
his campaigns with great gusto. He no
bitterness at his treatment in 1937-40 but reflects
sadly that the Red Army made many mistakes in
the earlier s'mgcsdo;'ﬁ Wotlcma;’m I'wombmule S0
many experience cers P

Constable, 25s. RLE
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.-\‘llll\ e: Troops advance behind a
Churchill in France, June 1944.

Right: Sappers working on the
last Churchill in the Army.

Left: This picture, taken on
exercises in  Britain, was one
of the first of the new tank.

Below: Crocodile lame throwers
support the attack on a Dutch
village during the 1944 advance,

5.0. Code No. 72-32-65-2

war and peace, the last Churchill
tank in the British Army will be
officially retired next month.

Freshly painted, it is to be mounted on
its own tank bridge in a place of honour at
Hohne in Germany, home of 26 Armoured
Engineer Squadron, Royal Engineers, the
last unit to be equipped with Churchills,
now completely replaced by Centurions.

There it will stay, a permanent reminder
to soldiers of the future of its days of glory
during the dark years of World War Two.

The first Churchill made its appearance
in 1941, and a beastly and unreliable
machine it was too. But these were only
growing pains and later models proved
themselves more than worthy of the famous
name they bore.

Eleven marks of the tank were produced,
each differing in armament and armour.
Initially they were very much under-
gunned and quite incapable of dealing with
the big German Panthers.

In the ill-starred raid on Dieppe in
1942, Canadians manned 30 waterproofed
Churchills in the assault from the sea. They
landed simultaneously on the beach and
more than half crossed the sea wall but
heavy concrete road blocks barred the
streets and prevented further progress.

The crews fought on to the last but every
one of the new tanks fell into enemy hands
for examination, a sacrifice that happily
made the Germans think that Dieppe was
not merely a large raid but a definite
invasion attempt.

Later in North Africa Churchills really
proved their fighting value and in the
mountains of Tunisia they covered very
great distances under appalling conditions.
These later models, with much improved
armament, a top speed of 20 miles an hour
and ‘considerable armour, could withstand
much anti-tank fire and had the popular
feature (with the crews, at least) of seldom
blowing up.

The Churchill proved itself-ideally suited
for conversion to unusual roles—towing an

Q. FTER 24 years’ faithful service in

armoured trailer containing 400 gallons of
fuel it became the Crocodile, one of the
most effective flame-throwing tanks of the
war. The trailer carried sufficient fuel for
100 one-second shots and the flame gun
mounted in the bow of the tank had a
maximum range of 120 yards. Crocodiles
were still being used successfully as late as
the Korean campaign.

Churchills rolled ashore on D-Day in
Normandy with a multitude of roles. The
Churchill Bobbin was equipped with a huge
roll of canvas matting which it laid across
the soft sand and swampy ground—this
track would support a 40-ton tank.

While Crocodiles breathed fire in all
directions, other Churchills were converted
to AVREs (armoured vehicle, Royal Engi-
neers) with a 12-inch spigot mortar which
could throw 25lb high explosive charges
(known as “flying dustbins”) up to 80
yards. These were used to clear obstacles
in the path of the advancing troops and their
striking effect sometimes led enthusiastic
engineers into acting as storm troops.

In Normandy the Churchills were the
only vehicles which could cross the bocage
country and their speed was such that they
frequently outdistanced the Infantry work-
ing with them.

In the closing weeks of the war in Ger-
many, Churchill tanks, many of which had
landed on D-Day, carried the Sixth Air-
borne Division on its famous pursuit which
spearheaded Second Army’s advance to
the Baltic.

Dogged by early teething troubles, the
Churchill was regarded by many as a poor
tank. But for the men who fought in them,
it was an entirely different story.

When a correspondent of The Times
dismissed the Churchill as “only useful in
freak roles” it raised a storm of protest.
Major-General G L Verney DSO summed
it up with this comment: “I, and others
who had the good fortune to fight in
Churchill tanks, will always gnaintain that
the Churchill was the best all-round tank
this side of the Iron Curtain.”

PAGE 39




MARTHA HYER

Paramount
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