






















B T H E “ W A R A 6 A I N S T T H E 
C Z A RL‘ *” - ‘~ * - - ‘  

100 YEARS AGO Britain was at war with Russia. It was _. IT WAS THE 
FIRST WAR.. . a war bristling with examples of How Not To Do It, but these were eclipsed 

by unforgettable demonstrations of courage and discipline by British arms. 
There are thousands still living who have talked with Crimean 

veterans. Yet the campaign, in terms o j  weapons, uniforms and tactics, now 
seems remote indeed. 

Many regiments this year wz’n celebrate the centenaries of the Crimean 
battles in which they fought. The war will be remembered, also, in London’s 
White City Tattoo m d  doubtless in many similar events. 
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It was the FIRST war to be ihtwapkd. Roger Fentw set &to the 
Crimea with a -#ate W t  and 
dDllmoatent. H e w a m b l e t o  
take lctioa piaops, but be pa- 
hnyed the Me of siege d a m p  
in au it3 anmmnnbc . stuloless. 
Two i k ? k l l S  Were sent out to per- 
form tbe duty of mililuy photo- 
mphers, after a ~ t h ’ S  course. 

It was the FIRST war to be 
reported throughout by war cor- 
respondents. Their despatches 
w r e  unansored, and there is 
more than a suspicion that the 
enemy obtained useful informa- 
tion from what they wrote. Al- 
though much claptrap was written 
about the campaign, the vivid 
mesagss of Sir William R d l  was the FIRST ;;ar in which 
Of The T*nes describing the British soldiers chloro- 

Of the before formed before undergoing surgi- 
Sebastopol and in the hospital cal OpratiomS. 
at Scutari shook up the Govern- 
ment and led to reform. It was It was the FIRST war in which 
Sir William Russell at Balaclava troops Were eWYJuraeed to save 
who wrote of “the thin red s t w k  money and send it bme. At 
top@ with , a  line of steel” Florence Nightingale’s instiga- 
(which has since become “the tion, a Money Order offia’was 
thin red line”). Russcll did much set UP for this purpose at Scutari, 

and a b u t  flW a month was 
deposited in it. 

to build up the prestige of the 
private soldier. 

It was the FIRST war in which 
wounded British soldiers were 
tended by women nurses. Until 
then it had been regarded as the 
height of immodesty for a woman 
-@ally a young o D e t o  
attend a man’s bedside. The 
imperious Florence Nightingale, 
known to the Staff as “the Bird.” 
took out her devoted band of 
nu= and set up new traditions 
of humanity, cleanlinw and &- 
ciency for Army hospitals. 

a 
It was the FIRST war in which 

Bntish troops used a railway in 
the field. A line for carrying 
supplies was built from the har- 
bour at Bllwwa to ur heigbte 
ovorloolring SeQstopol. x 
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IT WAS TEE LAST WAR. .. 
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THE #An 
AGAINST 
THE GZAR THERE WERE I. ._ FOUR F A M O U S  B A T T L E S  

looliad 
British 

the superb chas-b;  &d 
James Scarlelt's Heavy Brigade 
-laimt the StatioMly mam of 

e Czar's cavalryl which was 
wtly suprior in n u m b ;  
T,  the equally superb, but 
asc, chars of the LI@H Brigade 

Some days later Ecnernl Men- 
schikvft attacked agein at Mount 

kuman, It waa a "sbg in a 
g." and has also botn called 
.he soldiers' battle" bffwr 

Ihc wmwnders hpd en& the 
skctehiost idso of what was 
happening. What did ha pen 
waa that 72,Oaa Russians ihd 
to &Pt a force leap than a quarter 
their own men&. 

The siege of Soba8topo-e 

,&e ps@t?# 16-17). 

W.ed akJf &the QlmPae 

I . 
i 
I 
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Am ldonyconrlnondanoQ wtord.n.Theupresrionon therer/~nt'sfacaIs"Thisir where I came In." 

Below: A group of S ~ Q U  omcerr. at ease: 1854 pattern. 
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HOW IT 
ENDED 

H E n S r e o s t R p d .  
hslIamUKonmeo. 
Inthecnmm.lolle, 

R m b  Hpidrodp mId&m, of Ihcuwub combed of 

frrrmtberrwteragRsd 
M T b e R u d a s , W ~  
k to sd*stopd R d ' s  
l o s s a ~ b a f a r a  
gmantba. 

drenrsb8mUlIrmnopa- 
ating a &et ia the Black 
s€* lowqhguded 
t h e h  

Bniain's losses wae 
22,OOOmcn. Thenumbor 
of c r i i  British.troops Whcn thewarandcd in the 

exceded a0,aOO and there 
were thousands standing 
ready at Aldershot. Thc 
British campaign Army well-fed, end4  well- the 

housed. weU-clothed. Its 
medical arrangements, 
thanks in m t  part to the 
stimulus of Flomce Night- 
ingale, were so far advanad 
that delegation the French from sent Paris out to a 

study them. The supply 
lines wuo dficient too. 

Amone the I*rtom were 
t&c:- 

* The war showed how 
far and how mightil:!. an 
army based on sea power 
could strike, and how it 
could humble an enemy 
many tims its size. 

The war showed that 
their British regimental soldiers, ably O ~ ~ ~ C I S ,  led by 

wuld perform prodigies in 
snatching victory from 
error. 
*The war rcvealcd 

shocking Staff malm*rres. 
In IS55 the pnaent Staff 
Collage was Sst up, and.& 
of notion Staff that work a was knowledgn some- 

thing beneath the attention 
of a fighting soldier began 
to be combated. 

l'be war illuminated 
the folly of aUowingwealthy 
peacetime offiars to buy 
repimenu, over the heads of 
officers who had seen active 
seMce. Some years later 
the purchase of w&- 
siom was stopped and 
other outworn privilem 
were swept away. 

The war showed the 
stupidity of starvine an 
army in peacbtime and 
then expecting it to per- 
form sudden prodigies with 
insu&ient training and 
equipment. Politicians 
blamed the Crimean wm- 
manders for many things 
which wuld not in justice 
bc laid at theii doors. 

T Mme ls3smo W. 

I undor the Tmty'or puk 
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“Stond by your beds/” 











Left: Port of a mobile television unit i s  a hlgh-ilft truck to carry ameras. Above: 
-a television camera is mounted i n  o liaison aircraft. rmdy to “report” an oirdrop 
to  heodquarten. Below: The Army Instruction of the future I Nlne teievirion class. 
rooms ore seen from the control room, at an Army base in the United r 

The e y e  of the high commomder: i n  the front line o televirioi 
camera transmits a olcture of the terrain to  headquarter! 
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