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Mi the @&a peeling machimin 
o coo%ouse at Wdwich. Two or 
throe minutes' ratatlan dam the trick. 

The. Evening Steadad: (uarm' F-M. Wibon) "if the 
suqect be cleared of afi preiudk.. il Is d&lc to see what oulkdc or 
Intfght is allordad by penilng other thon an outlaok on to 
or an'insigbt into potakwI; and whatever vaiwbb .rp.ri.cw this 
mty give has ban given after Ihe firat, or. at the mort, the (Int half- 
dozen oporetioqs, it k i n g  nurJI a quaHon, themafter. d applying 
a thornwhir arorpul tho ry  lo a variety of detuii." labour-saving devices the - -  

#rmspentone realman * * *  such cboma wiif k r d  
Tk.n b a demand by the 
civwoll wfbuklh turt 01 Tk. Daily Wror: "Spud-bashing is.. . o dreary, dep&ing. 

n 
w I :c 

.L.o 56 1b.c.P.dtg machhes). 
After loading the poWm and 
w r t h  are RLtchsd an.. 
Ihe aUsp1ate. huning at 

about 300 rsvalutioni a minute. 
rob tpc potatoes around and the 
abruive ~rhrmmdPle rub8.M 
&e ah. which b wasbed away 
by the water-jet. TWO Or three 
mieatcr, accarding to the lype of 

otatoea, should me (hem skinned. pb en you ope0 a little door in 
the nraebiee. the potatosr €all 

The madline hm the .ye8 
in,* potatosr, w a minor 
&are known as spud-bWing 
~ t e b e & l l u ? . I f t h e  
p a k b  h.Ppe0 to be tnabbly. 
i t will aho h v e  wme patches 
of rkin is th. w below the 
Laob.. You c.a. of course, leave 
pabtoea in the machine until the 
knob¶ 119 ran away, but tlrt 
medM a lot d the patnto ru1 
be wuted. 

Tbere b no deubt about it, 
the macbins deea d the. 
soeDIp% rat to No. 1 cootery 
lartrt lf t id srbool at wmlwicb 
(where they have hmuimd# of 
COOL. aad never s p d  a Qop' 
of bmtb) to invee*ta potato 
peeling. and tbc Scaool ran a 
little experhueat to llnd out jwt 

out d * V U  reload. 

kOW macb b N V d .  

of Urge $ t a b .  Againat that. 
three men WO- h a  14 b- 
cnpadty. fairly rorn macilinea 
&a d@owd of bmdmdwe@t 

worked the macbima and ".eyes' 
in bawsan !0adiag and-ptrina. 
xktk the tbird dld notbiug but 
'byeing". 
Even so, a lot of caeka prsrer 

patataea pwled with the Army's 
manual poum-peeler, wbIch k a  
4 dotted blade (M that i t will 
not cut too deep) and E patnt 

to impramptu debate on the 
N b f d :  

"The machine'# w d ;  po- 
tatoea are a lot amalk when 
Ihey come out" 

" T ~ O F S  because you leave 
them in too long." 

" I t  rnoktr Iwo / O h  @eelfng and 
eyekg) inalead of one." 

"&It ll's SUU pufekn." 
"It takea o# too m c b  Wn, 

ond aii Ihe goodwm fn a @ab 
fa just under i k  akin." 

"I t  BaM't If you don? 1-e 
Ihem in too h g .  Axd you ean 
Iake too much olf with a &and- 
peeler, too." 

"The machime bruira Ue pa- 
Intors. Even if you tssm them In 
water Uey ga brown overnight, 
ad tkl8poua the lodr o i  boiied 
or amshed qnl&." 

in an hour and a half; WO mCn 

for "eyehg." ScnDmX li.tened 

were not of the beat quality. At 
some limes of the ywr RotatoOS 
get soft and rubbery and are 
subject to. bruising; in some 
areas the po(at0a grown are not 
too good. To cope with tk t ,  the 
5nn produced a rougher abrasive 
surface. which would take off tbe 
skin with 1-r mbbing, if the 
nutomer ask& for it. A; a 
mettet of intemst, tbi. BR & 

capacity for E68 and of 56 lbs 
capacity for $120. 
So far as the Army is concern- 

&, the electric peeler will w& 
the day. It h pbnned &at every 
cooltheue shall have, accordbg' 

bashing w e .  A g o d  many 

~ t d c a L p o t a ~  capadty for €52 of d 28 i l lb .  Ibr 

io U. size. at reul ope rpud- 

have them already; other6 r i l l  
get them as @&y U d-vaian 
*ert.ga 4 m - w w  
spending kill wow. 

a t t h e s d g e c o r ~ t h e ~ t k  
mrcbine 66- can be belter wed 
for trpinla@. And anyway, tbe 
diet ex- a y  it would be 
betkr for everyone if potsfoes 
were eaten skin and all -which 
would save still more time. 

RICHARD LASCELLES 

m e w r  the potstm & %rown. 

and everyone in the unit helped 
to peel them. It willl all done in 
a quarter of an hour. What unit 
wlul I in7 The French Army." 
An pM r0ldIer had come to 

the same -&ion for different 

b a w g  and it &dn't du me'any 
hara A i t o w s  got to relax 
q t i r a e s  .from training and 
t6atb e-sreful way of dotug it. 
You Mer tmfm spud-baahiw 
instead of sqnsre-bashing and 
there won? be a potato with a 
skb on for miki round." 
Fob tlie machines, Britain's 

Mg$est cater.iqi 4m - Merms. J. 
LyqLtd.-mi&they uaed them 

1 tb+ potatoas.Thei; 
'ptstess. I. contin- 

wui; i f  the spuds .wan@d to ' go 
bmwn Sy Would not have tbe 

I tirat., A d  a man d a o  runs a 
6slx-apd-c-l€Qi shop 5air.e M4.. 
potawes wew m 
qed,. given BBoa ~~~ 

e p :  he. could cope alone with' 
&rea ,hmlredweight in an hour.. 
A d  mer a sign of a. bruise, 

The 6rm that makw most of 
the Army's electrical potato- 
peelers said if the mchinea were 
used properly tbere should be 
no bruidng, unless the potatoes 

reasoni: '1 did shae Of mud- 
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one time when the Kaiser 
didn't mind feeling small. 

a 'Long JW" W 
eRidod as a one* 
ian V-wmoon bv 
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He Took - The Big 
Decisions -,Alone This Le&-Behind Officer r 
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N an office dwp inslde the 
Rock of Gibraltar sat I General Elsedhower, hying 

not to Usten to the "corntaut 
drip. drip, drip of surface w a b  
that faithfully but drwlly 
ticked off the seconds of the 
Interminable. almost unendor- 
able, wait which always occurs 
between completion of a 
mititaq plan and the moment 
action beg@" 

The militam ulan was the 

Lived With Guerik In, Malaja 
L b u I 6 1 .  F. spnar 
hb cn(r in bkirro. 
C k . C n r m p 4 0 : k d a  I 
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invasion of' North Afnca, 
General fisenhower's hmt big 
allied operation. It was a 
climax In the Me of the three- 
star general who was still only 
a lieutenant-colonel In the US 

ility in Berlin 
backlnl945. Marrhol Zhu- 1 

Regular b y .  
Then a visitor was announced 
- a six-foot, erect, "gallant, if 
bedraggled figure." who bad been 
spirited from the coast of France 
by a British submarine: General 
Giraud. The visi.tor introduced 
himself, and said he was ready 
to take over command of the 
African operation. 

It was a shock for General 
Eisenhower. but it was an even 
bigger shock for General Giraud.. 
when he was told that his ser- 
vices could not be accepted in 
such a role. The long conversation 
which followed, says General 
Eisenhower. was "one of my most 
distressing interviews of the war." 

General Eiseahower tells the 
stmy in "Crusade in Europe" 
(Heinemam 25s). Headlined re- 
views of this book when it was 
first printed in America may have 
given the impression that the 
author has underestimated the 
British war effort. That is untrue. 

No one will accuse General 
Eisenhower of "shooting a line," 
but it is a fact that his book 
gives an impressive - almost 
awesome - picture of the 
responsibilities of a Supreme 
Commander.. Commanders. said 
Patton, are prima donnas. and 

General Eisenhower was the man 
who- bad to prevent his prima 
donnas throwing temperaments. 
Patton himseli had to be pulled 
u p ,  smartly, on at  least two 
occasions. General Eisenhower 
pays tribute to the leadership and 
tactical brilliance of Montgomery, 
without concealing that their 
views on strategy di&ered. The 
Supreme Cormpander also had 
the peculiarly difficult job of 

.saying "no" on occasions to Mr. 
Churchill, ~thDugh the Premier 
never exercised unfair pressure. 

It is not without significance 
that General Eisenhower's book 
bears the title it qoes. As far as 
h e  was concerned, the war was 
a crusade, n6t just a heaven-sent When he left the Camp- General 
exercise foi a profesoional soldier. Eisenhower signalled London and 
That was why he refused to see Washington urSw' that editors 
captured generals: and representatives trom the 

national legislatures should be 
sent out to see for themselves.. 

General Eisenhower sets. out 
clearly the reasons for all the 
major decisions he took. includ- 
ing, of course. the much- 
criticised decision to advance on 
a broad front oirer the Rhine 
instead of a lightning thrust into 
the heart of Germany in the late 
autumn of 1W. The onus of these 
big decisions was General Eisen- 
hower's alone. It was he who 
chose to go ahead with the Nor- 
mandy invasion in the face of a 
dubious weather forecast. It was 
be who over-ruled the protest of 
a n  Air Chief Marshal that the 
airdrop plans for Normandy 
would involve the "futile slaugh- 
ter" of two fine divisions. 

"It would be difficult to con- 
ceive of a more soul-racking 
problem." says Eisenhower. 

decided that @e attack should go '. 

"When later the F t h k  w% -- 
tu1 he (the sir commsndBr) xlyl the Lirst 
to call me to  vdae his delight .nd to  
expmw his -t that he bad found I t  
m.%ary to  add to m y  p ~ m o M l  
burdens dmins the find term dSTs 
bfom D-Dw." 

Because he does not forget the 
buman side of the war at top 
level, General Eisenhower's story 
is mu& more readable than many 
a professional soldier's chronicle. 
Here is what happened when 
General Eisenhower went to 
attend a Chiefs af Staff conference 
in Eondon in 1943, to discuss 
who should lead a possihle 
expedition against the European 
mainland. Said General Eisen- 
hower to the assembly: 

.' 'In h e r l e e  I bare heard moch of 
a msln who hos been intenseiy,stodylng 
ampbimooso-ti~naf~~m~y-nthe. - 
I mdemtbnd tbat hie mltlon 1. Chkf 
of Combined Omratlone, and I think 
hi8 name le Admllal tdounthttem. Any- 
llne nlll he hettar th4" nom: Woh an 

in as planned. 
Viscount Montgome . Frlend- 
ship between Z d o v  and 
Eisenhower wos "a person- 
01 and individuol thing." 

Gotha. And what he saw con- 
firmed him in his attitude towards 
the war: 

~ , 

READ ALL ABOUT I T !  
~ V A I L A . L E  N O W  

CRUSADE 
1M EUROPE 

4,. GENERAL EISENHOWER 

phO(0graphs. 25-, 

S59pp. 35 Maps in colour and black 
and white and 20 

i P\(-ddyn). 
"My remuk8 \-re -ted nfth an 

nrrmmsd silene. Then (ienenl Brooke ~ . , 
&Id: 'Oensnrl. poedbls TOU barn not 
mct Admiral tdmmtbatton. Thls la  he 
sittins W t l y  m o m  the table fmm 

Incidentally, Eisenhower him- $ 
self was so little known in the, :>' 
aut- of 1941 that an American 
newspaper printed his name as . . 
Lieut-CO:. D. D. .Ersenheing - 
"at least the mitials were right." 

General EisenQowec, the histor-.;: 
ian. does not administer rehufh - 
right and left; When he does . . 
rebuke, it is in a gentlemanly 
manner. He heard that a landlady 
had refused permission to Sjt. MC- 
Keogh. his orderly, to stay in one 
d her apartments on the ground 
that "after all. he was merely 
General Eisenhower's valet. I 
must maintain .the proper social 
atmosphere in my properties." 
Says the General: "I trust that 
the lady is not concerned over 
the relative standing of herself 
and Sit. McKeqh in my affectionS. 

,., 
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Near the end of the crusade, 

General Eisenhower saw his first 
homor camp, near the town of 

Mutton? Fit for Dawgs * - 
soldier who spent most of World War Two at sea, A as a p-anent oc Troops. has wrlnen a book of 

memories: Troopship" (Gale & Polden 6s). 
Lieut-Col. R. A. Chell DSO, OBE, MC, the author. tells 

how on one occasion American troops groused at the fare. 
A conference was called and the British chief steward was 
told: "Our guesb don't like 'some of our dishes. They 
d i d t  like their main course, fish, at breakfast .today,. . 
What's for their dinner?" 

"Thick beef soup, r w t  mutton-'' begm the steward. 
when he was interrupted by the American OC Troops: 
"Mutton1 Mutton's only fit to be fed to dawgsl" 

Lieut-Col: Chell was on troopship duty in the North 
Africa, Sicily and Normandy invasions. Commenting on 
the British sotdier's "dislike for forced air," he says Army 
socks could usually be extracted from the blowers at 
morning inspedion. As OC Troops he had to conduct ser- 
vices of ,all denominations and act 'as verger $0 Jews. 






























