


















T H E  A R M Y  T A C K L E S  
If the anticipated epidemic of Asian influenza has reached Britain by the time this article appears the 

new vaccine which has been produced with the help of the Royal Army Medical Corps will have been given 
i t s  first big test. 

Medical experu predicted that :he epidemic would strike Britain towards the end of this year and as 

SOLDIER went to press there were reports of several minor outbreaks. 

3;< -b& p?Ay 
HE Royal Army Medifal Corps h played n nobble pnrt in 
building up n protective sbield against no epidemic of ABLaO 
inPuema if nod when it comea to Britain T Army medical officers discovered the virus and 60 members 

of the Corps volunteered to become the first "guinea pigs" to try nut 
new vaccine. 

Following the recent outbreak strain presented medical research 
of Asian 'flu in the Far East, the specialists with fresh problems. 
Royal Army Medical Corps' One of the first things they had 
Deputy Assistant Director of to find out was whether the dos- 
Pathology in Hong Kong took age of vaccine used for other 
throat specimens from Chinese types of influenza would be 
nationals serving with the British equally effective against Asian 
Army who were stilcken with the 'flu. As a.very large amount of 
infection. vaccine would be needed in the 

These specimens were put into event of a widespread outbreak 
vacuum flasks, packed in carbon in Britain it was no less important 
dioxide snow to preserve the tn ascertain whether the dosage 
virus and flown to the Royal could be reduced. 
Army Medical College at Mill- This called for "guinea pigs." 
bank in London. Immediately 60 NCOs and men 

The next stage was to identify of the Royal Army Medical 
the strain of virus before making Corps at the Field Training 
new vaccine. This was done at the Centre, Mychett, near Aldershot, 
World Influenza Centre, Mill volunteered to undergo the test. 
Hill, by infecting fertile hens eggs (The Royal Air Force provided a 
with the specimens sent from similar number of volunteers.) 
Hong Kong. The strain was Vaccines of varying strengths 
found to belong to a new type were tried out. The 60 men of the 

Where better to find the right types for testing the 
voccine than et the RAMC's own Field Training Centre? 
Here ore some of the 60 solders who volunteered. 

Blood samples were taken from "infected" soldiers 
three weeks ofter receiving the vaccine. They were 
sent to the Wright-Fleming lnrtitvte for examinotion. 

Each test tube contains D ioldiefr blood. Serum 
wos obtained by spinning the sampler in D centrifuge. 
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and a new vaccine was therefore Royal Army Medical Cnrps were 
necessary. given their first "shots"-at the 

From the strain so ingeniously beginning of July. Three weeks 
procured the Wright-Fleming later blood samples were taken. 
Institute of Microbiology at St. From these samples sera were 
Mary's Hospital, London, were collected and examined in the 
able to prepare the vaccine. laboratory at the Wright-Fleming 

The emergence of this new Institute to determine the amount 

A loboratory assistant collects sera from the blood 
sampler after the test tuber hove been "spun." 

Here, onother assistant, examines rem for the omount 
of antibody which has been developed agoinrt the virus. 
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The influenzo virus suspensions ore preserved by "freeze-dr)ring" in a 
vacuum before distributing them to loborotorier throughout the world. 

The virus is grown by infecting fertile eggs with specimens sent from 
Hong Kong. Each egg grows enough wccine to innoculote five people. 

of antibody which had developed 
against the virus. 

Was a single test sufficient or 
would another be necessary? 
Would two small doses equal, or 
be superior to, one large dose? 
These were some of the questions 
that had to be resolved. 

First results of the use of the 
vaccine, although encouraging. 
indicated that two doses rather 
than one might be the answer. 

This meant asking some of the 60 
Royal Army Medical Corps 
volunteers if they would agree to 
a second "jab." Not one refused. 

Thus the medical authorities in 
Britain were able to add to the 
valuable information already 
gained through the co-operation 
of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps and prepare well in ad- 
vance counter measures designed 
to meet the threatened invasion 

of a virulent enemy of micro- 
scopic dimensions, which had 
already left thousands of casual- 
ties in its wake. 

The Asian 'flu virus is a minute 
round particle no more than a 
quarter of a millionth of an inch 
across, but when-subjected to the 
fertility of an egg it can multiply 
itself one hundred million times. 

One big problem facing the 
medical authorities as SOLDIER 

went to press was how to produce 
enough vaccine to innoculate the 
entire population of Britain. It 
was estimated that at least ten 
million eggs would be required. 

Earliest reports indicate that 
Asian 'flu is unlikely to be as 
severe as the great influenza 
epidemic which swept Britain 
after World War One and from 
which thousands died. 

BILL, COUSINS 
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Aa~tralian Gunners bounded i-le * 
IN THE JUNGLE- 'LAUSSIESyy 
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hideoats and Infantrymen were * 
flown in by helicopters to hunt * * 
a gang of terrorists in Malaya * c \  i ,U 

i 

A "'I 

Y ii 

Ri ht: The urn of 
la5 Field Ltt~, 
Royal  Australian 
Artilkry, in adorn 
in Norch I[edok. 
Tbey bleated Con- 
nmn'nt camps ond 
s k f l e d  auc wh.. 

had a 
banking 

. .  
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R TRICK 
0 far tbL year B.tte3 seqle3n.c 
M.ior It. Wnigbt hi been nm LW&& ovw nearly 240 tha by 6pccdhg 1 

L.lt year H the-; and tbc ycmr 
bdorr 

But the Secgeant-Mapr shows no signs 
of wear and tear. He is one of the two 
human ramps in the Anny M e c h d  
Transport School's motorcycle display 
team which giw exhibitions almost every 
week-snd throughout the summer. Thc 
other isBattery Sergeant-Majm W. Buna. 

The human ramp act is the highlight of 
the show. While (be reat of the team (16 
in number) rev up at the far end of the 
field the ser~e3llt-majors stretch out full 
le& in the middle and cover their bodies 
with a tIue&nch thick woodcn plank. 
Each machine then roars over them in turn 
at 30 miIa an hour. 

"It's aa safe aa how:' says BSM 
W-t. 'The maehints weigh just over 
thnt hundredweight but they are not them 
long enough to came any damage? 

The sergeant-majors are the giants of 
the team: they have a combined total 
A m y  service of 57 years and together 
weigh 33 stone. Since he became a human 
ramp BSM Wraight has lost two stone. 

The motorcycle display team consists of 
21 soldiers and one Royal Marine. Riding 
standard mPehincs, they weave in and out 
in perfe4%fomation. balance acrobatically 

There are many more ways 
than one of riding a motor- 
cycle and most of them are 
known to stunt riders &om 
the Army Mechanical Trm- 
sport School" display team 
Pictvu by 

SOLDIER Camerrmm PEI7TR O'BRIW 
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f i m r e p o m o f a v i ~ n t  tkna 8- -=: 
earth'uake in the Turkish cgl.oaHalc. Royal AmyQrdnCm~ 
town of Fethiye the British Cwpe, u w f u u n c  D.rM Cnigi. 

Army in Cyprus had sent help. and C m p ? a l T k  Raac. bothd 
More than 40 tons of seem, tbe Royal Army Hadial b r p r .  

lncluding 300 temt. SWO blank- They mnained in b M y e  fq m e  
and medical supplies, were loaded days duly tbe i d  .rttMtks. 
in Famagusta on board the Royal A tmd pwty (rem. HAIS &jqy 
Naval pcort vessel H M S D o l q  M p e d t o r s p a l t t k w r u k e d ~  
which immediately sailed for t h i  Man. 
stricken city, arriving tha followin Wore + th. nUit porrl 
morning. The scores were handd ' W n  thmkd by tb. Gm*rmor d 
over to tha Turkish authorities and Fstblye'hovh wha sa@ the Anny 
distributed, to the' SWO hamelesa M p  I d  arrlva( in tb nick d tim 
inhabitants, most of whom made asloadwp#ohdrund~-.  . 

nd, a s m p t  d .ck. 
orda- COlQa k.*e 
awarded the Geerga 

gallantry in dirarmhg 
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