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The key to successtu
car buying i

Everybody should see this free guide to car
purchase whether you eventually buy from
us or not. It could save you a lot of money.
And untold disappointment.

In 32 pages our customer pack gives you
all the background information you could
wish for with prices spelt out clearly in black
and white. No ifs; no buts; no vague verbal
quotations; no hidden extras. :
You'llsoon see why more Service personnel
prefer to deal direct with us in U.K. than
with any other firm.

There's no better buy!
*Big NATO Discounts *Deposits from
10% and 48 months to pay. “Special
low interest DM loans on cars for
Germany. ‘Credit completely confi-
dential with free life insurance.

® We offer a range of vehicles that nobody
else can match.

® We offer a range of facilities that nobody
else can match.

® We'vespenttenyearsbuildingapersonal
service that is completely geared to your
needs.

® And we work damned hard to make sure
everything goes right.

That's why so many customers come back
to us time after time.

Need your car in a hurry?
Natocars carry the U K.'s widest stocks
of cars and motor caravans for immedi-
ate export. We can dial you direct, even
if you are based in Germarniy, to advise
you what stock is available.
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We are the original Natocars, the first
independent company to pioneer NATO
Discount car purchase for H.M. Forces.
Most customers use our unique personal
postal service, although our headquarters
in UK. is the most advanced centre for
Forces car purchase in Europe and you're
very welcome to call.

RS RASE e DR TRERES NS . E— -
Please send me Natocars Information Pack.

Full delivery service
Come to our H.Q. or we'll deliver any-
where anytime. U.K. or Europe. Home
or base. Docks or airport. Free ferry
service for customers in Germany who
wish to collect in U.K.

Remember we don't employ salesmen.
Instead of spending our time trying to sel
you a car we devote all our energies t
organising the car you want to buy.

Part Exchange
Natocars are one of the few companies
offering genuine part-exchange facili-
ties as well as Nato Discounts on new
cars.

At Natocars all the problems of expor
paperwork, insurance, part-exchange
finance and delivery are handled for yo
by one experienced person who controls
your transaction from start to finish. Ne
worries. No loose ends. i

Warning
Some other firms try to copy our litera-
ture and methods but they don't have
our resources or hard-earned reputa-
tion for customer satisfaction. There
arealot of Nato sales organisations, but
there is only one original Natocars
Limited. Don’t commit yourself until
you have seen our Pack.

. W Nen‘ocor

Ahetter way to buy your next

-Natocars Limited

Bristol Road - Bridgwater - Somerset TAG 4
Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 55555 - Telex: 46285
To telephone from Germany, dial 0044-278-55
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Tick boxes for details

Name Rank

| Present Address

| Car for use in (Country)  Delivery date (approx)
CJFORD [JVAUXHALL CJCHRYSLER [JSIMCA S

LEYLAND= (] Austin [JMorris [ Princess CJM.G. (] Rover (] Triumph

[Trade in (] MOTOR CARAVANS (] USED CARS
e e e OGS RSN RN SN SR S

(] Daimier (] Jaguar
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WATERLEAP 197? STRIKE B““Nn
SAPPERS
BEAVER
AWAY

BESET BY ALL KINDS of biting winged
insects and prevented from completing their
main project by a Canadian civilian strike,
200 men of 52 Field Squadron (Construc-
tion), Royal Engineers, found themselves
performing an assortment of tasks during
their four-month ‘Waterleap 78’ exercise in
the rugged training area of Pettewawa, 120
miles north-east of Ottawa.

For the sappers, from Perham Down,
Tidworth, the bridge building and road
making tasks were a change from their usual
role of airfield tasks such as rapid runway
repair (until reorganisation they were part of
39 Engineer Regiment (Airfields) at Water-
beach).

Said the squadron commander, Major
John Bennett: “The plant operators who
usually work on airfield damage repair never
get any practice in building roads and at first
they went at it in a tremendous rush. It took
them two or three days before they slowed
down to the sort of pace which they could
keep up all day.”

Main task for \Vaterleap 78 — the latest in
a line of sapper exercises in Canada — was to
complete a river bridge begun last year by 9
Independent Parachute Squadron, Royal
Engineers. That squadron had been unable
to finish the job because of problems with
drilling equipment.

Not long after the Perham Down men
arrived it became obvious that the four large
steel bridge beams being made by an
Ontario firm would not be available in time
for the bridge to be completed. In fact the
strike which caused the hold-up ended only

a few days before the British party flew
back

Even if the strikers were not working, the
sappers meant to and they were soon
engaged in a series of jobs around the Pet-
tewawa training area, the home of Canada’s
Special Service Force, including the Cana-
dian Airborne Regiment.

On the bridge site the pre-advance party
had continued with the drilling and the
sappers completed the pier. Meanwhile they
were road-building at two different locations

Top left: Homeward bound. After spending a
summer in Canada the sappers board a VCI10.

Left: On the bridge site — started by one lot of
sappers in 1977 and continued by 52 Field.




— one paved road which had originally been
scheduled and another three-kilometre road
which had to be started from scratch.

The exercises, plus other work done by
Canadians, are designed to give the 900-
square-mile Pettewawa range an alternative
supply route during range firing — a kind of
ring road around the perimeter of the train-
ing area.

Road-making in this terrain is a tough
business. Solid granite barred the way and
there was a lot of blasting. The largest single
bang was when 8000 pounds of explosive
were used for rock shifting. The force of this
blast was such that a piece of rock shot
across the river for about a mile and landed
on the verandah of a cottage. The not-too-
happy owner came round and presented the
rock back to the sappers!

Even the British High Commissioner, Sir
John Ford, was given a piece of the action.
When Sir John called at Pettewawa to look
at the work and unveil a commemorative
plaque, he was called upon to detonate
2500lbs of explosive and remove a rock
outcrop which a civilian road contractor had
been unable to penetrate.

Sappers always work like beavers but
Waterleap 78 gave 52 Squadron the chance
to study the real thing. Unlike the chirpy
little heroes beloved of American cartoons,
the beavers at Pettewawa are the size of a
large dog. To drain the land for the new
section of the Forks Island road, the sappers
had to demolish the home of a colony of

Top: Drilling into the rock before blasting it
away to make way for road construction.

Right: One of the new sapper-built roads forces
its way into the forests of Pettewawa range.




beavers. Made out of twigs, mud and rotting
vegetable matter, it was dug away, but the
evicted animals made several attempts to
rebuild their lodge before finally bowing to
the inevitable.

Sergeant Barry Prior knows a lot about
building work at Pettewawa. A veteran of
Waterleap 76, he found himself back on the
road. He told SOLDIER: “The main prob-
lem we had was that we lacked heavy
enough kit to cope with all the rock shift-
ing.”

In the humid Canadian summer, sappers
sweltered in the cabs of vehicles designed to
withstand the terrible cold of the Canadian

Top: Canadian Chinook removes Inglis bridge.

Above: Crane lowers block into position on pier.

Right: Clearing lines of sight for surveyors.
6

winter. And all the time there were insects.
Said Sergeant Prior: “First we had black
flies, then deer flies, then what looked like
houseflies — but which also bit — and there
were mosquitoes all the time. I’ve done a
couple of tours in the Far East but this is the
worst place for bugs that I’ve ever known.
Everything bites.”

In addition to the three main tasks the
sappers removed a World War One Inglis
bridge and replaced it with a modern steel
girder bridge. The Inglis bridge was refur-
bished and erected within the base area. A
new 30-foot-high observation tower was
erected on the ranges, and was soon in use

.

One sapper took time out during his
trip to set a new world underwater
diving record of five days, 21 hours
and 30 minutes — beating the old
record by 15 hours. Lance-Corporal
Steve Cook (22) raised almost two
thousand dollars for charity by his
marathon immersion. According to
local newspaper accounts his hands
were so bloated and wrinkled when
he emerged that he was unable to
hold his celebration glass of cham-
pagne between his fingers.

for a demonstration of Special Service Force
skills and equipment. On the beach area of
the Ottawa river a children’s playground
was built.

The sapper party included 11 men of the
Territorial Army Volunteer Reserve from
London and Glasgow, a university cadet and
university-based officer. There were also
two Royal Corps of Transport crane drivers.

It was not all work and no play during the
tour. Every man was given sufficient leave
to go travelling and the squadron’s divers (as
well as swimming the three-mile wide
Ottawa River) drove right across to the other
side of Canada, spent three days at the
Canadian Forces’ Diving School, then drove
back — a round trip of 6000 miles in ten
days.

Squadrons organised their own sporting
events — shooting, canoeing, sailing, ath-
letics, basketball and broomball, a deadly
game played on an ice rink in plimsolls and
clutching a witch’s broom.

Relationships with the Canadians? “They
got on very well,” said Major Bennett. A
masterpiece of understatement, for one sap-
per married a Canadian girl and several
others got engaged. One of them, Corporal
Stuart Morrish, who planned to buy himself
out of the Army on his return to England,
said: “I enjoy Canada more than England by
a long way. I shall be coming back as soon as
I leave the Army and will get a job in the
construction trade.”

Black bears, which were fed in all inno-
cence by the sappers until three local teen-
agers were killed by a bear; chipmunks,
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Top: Warrant Officer 2 Terry Reilly presents the
High Commissioner with a souvenir rock.

Top right: Sir John Ford unveils the plagque on
the road site. Inset shows plaque wording.

Above: Sticky moment as vehicle gets bogged
down during one of the wetter times on read.

which caused havoc in the kitchens and
dining rooms; moose, skunks, groundhogs
— all were encountered during the day’s
work.

As the sappers prepared to leave for Eng-
land their pleasure at going home was tinged
with disappointment that they had been
unable to finish the bridge — and plans are
afoot for a return visit in 1979 to complete
the job.

But in the new roads, the playground, the
observation tower and the resited bridge,
they had left permanent reminders of their
workmanship. They would have been
delighted to hear a Canadian lady tell SOL-
DIER: “I’ve heard a lot of people say that
you can tell which is the British road —
because it’s the best on the base.”

Is this
you?

Then you are the Jucky
winaer of a boautifel sel of
Citizen TGIF beer glasscs,
liquor glasses or coffee

mugs
This is o pew feature of
TGIF. Each week we'll pick
# face out of the numerous
photographs we run in
TGIF, and that persan will
col-

We mean is that your bcene taken at Molly
picture on page ome and MoGuire's?
circled the

If you're the Jucky person
wa picked, just tear out

One sapper, Lance-Corporal Willie
Trainor, had a surprise as he scanned
the entertainment section of the Ottawa
Citizen while sitting in the airport
lounge at Ottawa just before his return
to the United Kingdom.

For there was his own face grinning out
of the pages of TGIF (Thank God It's
Friday), taken while at an Ottawa night-
spot. But that was not all, for Willie was
the first winner of a new competition.in
that his picture had been circled. :
Willie cancelled his seat on the wait-
ing Royal Air Force VC10, booked him-
self on a Hercules cargo plane which
would be taking off a couple of hours
later — and went straight down to the
Citizen offices.

But as luck would have it, the depart-
ment which would have given Willie his
set of glasses was closed on Saturdays.
So a weary Willie took his long and
spartan journey by Hercules in vain —
his prize of a set of beer glasses was

» ' |ater collected for him by a squadron

officer.




If yourson is brightenough

tobe an Army Officer,

The Army has its own boarding school,
Welbeck Collége for boys who want to be
Officers one day.

Entrance requirements are highly com-
petitive and to qualify for consideration
for a place a young man must be well up to
GCE ‘O’ level standard (or SCE ‘O’ grade)
in maths, physics, English language and at
least two other subjects, preferably chemistry
and a foreign language.

And of course,he must have a genuine
interest in a career as an Army Officer.

If he has and we think he’s good enough,
we'll give him the best possiblestart inbecom-
ing an officer in the Army’s technical Corps.

(It will, 1nc1dental]\ be largely at the
Army’s expense. Your contribution towards
maintenance is reasonable.)

What your son will get is basically a
6th form education to ‘A’ level standard in
maths, physics and related subjects.

Since there are only 150 boys atWelbeck,
we canafford togivea great deal ofindividual
tuition.

Academic standards have to be high
because success at Welbeck guarantees a
place at the Royal Military Academy at
Sandhurst.

we'll helpwith his education.

And not only this; once
¥ 28 commissioned, the majority of
Welbeck boys go on to Univer-
¢ sityat the Army’s expense.
o Most boys are commis-
i sioned into the REME,R Signals,
RAOC and RE. Some go to the
y RA and RCT and a few to the
RAC and Infantry.
: We ought to point out that
* it is only at Sandhurst that your
son will begin to wear uniform.
i At Welbeck he is a civilian.
_ And apart from some
B adventure training plus Cadet
“ corps training, the syllabus is

Welbeck College. Notts. A boarding school for potential Officers in the Army’s technical Corps, Iittle diHerent from that Ofa flI‘St—

class school.

There’s plenty of sport too. As well as
school games, he can go sailing,rock climbing
and orienteering.

And as you can see from the photo-
graph,Welbeck is an old statelyhome which
is set in beautiful grounds.

Applicants for the term starting in
September 1979 must have been born
between 1Ist July 1962 and 1st December
1963. The closing date for applications is
15th December 1978. For the January 1980
term the birth dates must be between Ist
November 1962 and 1st April 1964 with
the closing date for applications being
Ist May 1979.

To “obtain our prospectus fill in the
coupon and post it to the Headmaster.

| Worksop, Notts. S80 3LN.
| Name

| Address
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“Now what on earth do they mean
by a ‘genial expression’?”

‘Father Christmas or not — you're not going 3 ‘
into the ruddy WRAC billets.” “It’s only for the Christmas period.”
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‘Takeatax
free Alfaon

IMANoOCcuvIres.

Alfasud Ti.'Steering and
handling as brilliant as
ever. An outstanding
car in this hotly
contested class!

Autocar

Alfasud Sprint.' The Sprint’s
forteis its high speed
cruisihg ability...another
superb feature is its
roadholding and
handling’
Motor g

Alfetta 2000. The Alfetta
2000is a brilliant design
which makes many of

its competitors seem

dull and old fashioned:
Autosport

Alfetta GTV 2000.'It's the way
every part of the car seems
to come together to create
amachine that is
outstandingly

enjoyable.

Car

Alfa Romeo (GB) Ltd offer new
RHD BFG specification Alfas. Buy direct from us and get:
7 day delivery, Forces discount, NAAFI Finance, and over
600 service dealers in Germany,.

o N e e -

Military Sales Division, Alfa Romeo (GB) Limited,
Edgware Road, London NW2 6LX. England. Tel: 01-450 8641

Name

Address

Please send me details of the Alfa Romeo range. S5
[ F B N N _ N N N N B B N N

THE MORE
YOU'VE GOT
THE BETTER

YOUR CHANCES
OF WINNING

In a matter of honour you want as much as you can
get on your side. And winning a lot of money can be just
as important. That's why you should arm yourself with
more Premium Bonds.

After all nearly £6 million is shared by more than
100,000 winners every month. And that includes a top
monthly prize of £100,000and two weekly prizes of +
£75,000 and £50,000 from January lst 1979.

And even if you don't win one month, your Bonds
will still be there fighting for your honour-or at least
your money—in the next draw and the next.

Take ten paces round to your bank or post office or
ask your Pay Officer or EP.O. You can buy Premium
Bonds in multiples of £5 and hold up to £3,000 worth.

PREMIUM BONDS

[ssued by the Department for National Savings.
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Today the country’s top tourist attraction, the Tower of London still has an
Army presence as it celebrates its novocentenary . . .

NINE HUNDRED YEARS A FORTRESS

FOR NINE CENTURIES the brooding
fortress known worldwide as the Tower of
London has etched its name indelibly into
the history books. For centuries it was the
scene of dark deeds, of treachery and
medieval power politics and of public execu-
tions on nearby Tower Hill. And through-
out those years there have always been sol-
diers inside its grim stone walls.

Today that military presence is
diminished. William the Conqueror’s once
formidable edifice has taken on the role of a
tourist mecca which attracts up to 3,000,000
visitors annually — Americans clutching
their not-now-so-valuable dollars, Japanese
peering inscrutably at an island heritage the
other side of the world, and visitors from
every other nation under the sun.

But what is often lost sight of is that the
soldiers pacing up and down or standing
immobile on guard duties still have a real
role to play at the Tower. For it is still a
royal palace — although not used as a
residence by a monarch for centuries. And it
houses the priceless Crown Jewels.

The only serving officer who actually lives
and works in the Tower today is
Lieutenant-Colonel John Feathers, ‘who
rejoices in the title of The Receiver of Fees
as well as being Deputy Governor
(Administration).

Colonel Feathers is responsible, as sub-
accountant to the Department of thé Envi-
ronment, for all the money which pours into
this top-of-the-league tourist haunt. In
Silver Jubilee year those takings from en-
trance tickets and the gift shop totalled a
staggering £3,000,000. His unique
appointment evolves from the fact that the
Tower of London was Britain’s first ord-
nance depot — in fact until the Crimean
War it was the main storehouse for arma-
ments.

The first uniformed military officer from
the Army Ordnance Corps was posted there
in 1903 and Colonel Feathers is the 20th
occupant of the position. Now the amount
of ordnance stored at the Tower is very
small and the fee receiving and administra-
tion has become the major part of the job.

The three senior appointments at the
Tower are also held by military men,
although they are no longer on the active
list. Field-Marshal Sir Geoffrey Baker is
Constable of the Tower and Lieutenant-
General Sir Napier Crookenden is Lieuten- *
ant of the Tower. The Resident Governor
and Keeper of the Jewel House is Major-
General Digby Raeburn who, like Colonel
Feathers, spends most of his working life in
civilian clothes except for special parades
and ceremonies like Beating the Bounds,
’ ! ; held every three years.

e s 3} i R T General Raeburn has been at the Tower

S 2 2 : for seven-and-a-half years, having extended

I 5!("'.": John Walton L1 . from the usual five-year incumbency. He

.. Pictures: Doug Pratt P A : describes his job as ‘general day-to-day
P g ; : - ‘'management.’

g { What is it like to live in a place like the

n
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Tower which is so steeped in history? Says
the general: “It is very pleasant — during
the hours when the public are not here it is
very quiet and beautiful.”

Of course there are problems attached to
living in a fortress which is locked and
securely guarded at night. Any visitor to one
of the quarters must have his car out of the
grounds by 9.30 pm — or it is there for the
night. No-one may leave the Tower after
midnight and any resident seeking readmis-
sion after the witching hour must have
notified in advance his intention of being
late. And after 3 am there is no ad-
mission at all until the gates are unlocked
at 6.45 am.

But homes inside the Tower are certainly
burglar-proof — with soldiers on sentry
duty throughout the night. And among
those who live in the complex are the Yeo-
man Warders of the Tower, popularly
known as ‘Beefeaters’ — the origin of this
name is lost in the mists of antiquity
although there are various theories.

The Yeoman Warders (there are 37 of
them, including three supervisors) are not to
be confused with the Queen’s Bodyguard of
the Yeomen of the Guard although their
costumes are similar. In fact they are all
automatically members of that body
although their full-time duties at the Tower
leave little time for other ceremonial.

To join this august body a man has to be
under 55, in possession of the Long Service
& Good Conduct Medal or its auxiliary or
reserve force equivalent, and have at least 18
years’ service. Service with the Army, Royal
Air Force or Royal Marines is the criterion
(the Navy is not eligible). Once approved, a
candidate must wait for a vacancy.

Chief Yeoman Warder since 1974 has
been Mr Leslie Varney, a former regimental
sergeant-major of the Royal Army Service
Corps. He is responsible for the allocation of
12

duties among his men, who are all techni-
cally civil servants but have to act as a
disciplined body. Here their Service back-
ground is of paramount importance.
Retirement age is 65, but once a man has
been a Yeoman Warder he remains a
member of that body until he dies and can
attend all ceremonies at the Tower (but he
does not retain his uniform).

Yeoman Warders live in quarters within
the Tower — some very old, some very
modern and, unlike Army quarters, they are
let unfurnished. Their duties cover 24 hours
of every day with someone always on duty
and responsible for the security of the
Tower.

It is as guides that the Yeoman Warders
excel. Before a new recruit is allowed to
carry out this duty he has to take a history
test. Mr Varney and General Raeburn are
taken on a tour of the Tower while the
prospective guide gives his version of its
past. If he knows his stuff he becomes a
guide. Says Mr Varney: “That side of the
work brings out the individuality in them,
They are very much better guides than the
couriers who come with the tourist groups
— simply because they can go into it in so
much more detail.”

Yeoman Warders’ full state dress dates
back to 1552 while their blue undress
uniform was instituted by Queen Victoria in
1858. Their state coats are embellished with
the Tudor rose, the shamrock, the leek and
the thistle, to represent the four quarters of
the United Kingdom, surmounted by a
crown.

On state occasions the Yeoman Warders
carry a partisan (a long-handled spear) and a
sword; Mr Varney carries a mace. Yeoman
Jailer Mr Robert Harton, a former regimen-
tal sergeant-major of The King’s Shropshire
Light Infantry, carries a ceremonial axe.
This axe has sinister antecedents. In former

Left: The Yeoman Jailer, Mr Robert Harton.

Above: Changing over sentries at the Tower.

days, when a prisoner returned to the Tower
by boat after his trial, he was accompanied
by the Yeoman Jailer and axe. If the blade
pointed towards the prisoner he had been
condemned.

The most recent execution at the Tower
was in World War Two when a German spy
was shot on the miniature rifle range. In
World War One, several other German
infiltrators met the same end. Nowadays the
only firing which takes place is from the
official saluting base overlooking the
Thames, where the Honourable Artillery
Company fires 25-pounder gun salutes on
the arrival in London of state visitors.

At one time Yeoman Warders could buy
their places for the sum of £309. If they lived
long enough they could eventually retire and
sell the position for the same sum. This led
to a toast given each time a new man is
sworn in: ‘May you never die a Yeoman
Warder.’

The Duke of Wellington altered this
recruitment system. During his period as
Constable of the Tower he decreed that
‘none but gallant, deserving and meritori-
ously discharged sergeants of the Army shall
be appointed warders at the Tower.” Today
the minimum rank requirement is warrant

‘officer or colour-sergeant.

Housed within the Tower is the regimen-
tal headquarters of The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers. One of its ancestor regiments, The
Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment),
was raised at the Tower in 1685 for the
protection and movement of the Royal Train
of Artillery. And in 1949 the regiment
returned home to the Tower, where it had
its depot, and used the Waterloo barrack
block.

When The Fusilier Brigade was formed in




Every night of the year the Tower of
London is locked in the time-honoured
Ceremony of the Keys, which dates
back to its days as a state prison. Many
prisoners were then allowed to walk
about inside the Tower but, as dusk
approached, the bell on top of the Bell
Tower rang to warn them to return to
their guarters.

It was also necessary to secure the
gates to prevent Uriauthorised entrance
and exit after dark. As attempts might
be made to seize the keys from the
official responsible for locking up, he
was provided with a military escort.
This remains the essence of the mightly
ceremony. The Chief Yeoman Warder,
with an escort of soldiers from the
Tower Guard, locks, in succession, the
outer, Middle Tower and Byward Tower
gates.

He then goes to the Bloody Tower
arch where he is challenged by a sentry.
The Keys, having been identified, are
then carried through the arch, saluted in
form by the Tower Guard and taken for
custody to the Governor’s residence.

1958, a new depot was set up at Sutton
Coldfield, but the regimental headquarters
remained at the Tower and when the present
‘large’ regiment, The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers, was formed in 1968, it became
headquarters for all the battalions.

The only serving soldiers of the regiment
actually based in the Tower are regimental
recruiters. But Colonel Bill Etches, regi-
mental secretary, feels that the regiment is
lucky to have its headquarters in a building
with which it has such historical associa-
tions. And upwards of a third of all the
visitors to the Tower, perhaps as many as a
million people a year, visit the regimental
museum — making it probably the best
attended of all Britain’s military museums.

Nine hundred years after those Norman
conquerors first built the Tower, it slumbers
on, and who is to say it will not be there in
another nine centuries? And with it the
half-dozen or so ravens, on official ration
strength, and of whom legend has it that if
they leave, the kingdom will fall.

Centre (left to right) Major-General Raeburn;
his deputy, Lieutenant-Colonel Feathers, and
some more feathers — one of the Tower ravens.

Left: Mr Bob Manser displays the fusil deriva-
tion of the fusiliers outside their headquarters.
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CorollaEstate.

£1031 OFE:

Corolla Liftback 1600.

£1,273 OFE

Cressida Saloon.

£1,168 OFE

Carina1600 Estate.

£779 OFE

Starlet 3door GL..

£1,331 OFE,

Celica Liftback ST.

-

Worth
aving your
country for.

le

A tax-free caris one of the perks
of an overseas posting,

All the major car makers will sell
you one.

But only Toyota offer an extra
15% discount on top of the usual tax
concessions on every modelin their

ranglg.
he tablein the coupon shows
the difference this makes to the UK
retail prices. -

All the figures quoted are for
Toyotas on theroad.

Which is where they tend tostay.

Toyotas grace theinside of a
%_;llrage abouttwiceayear.Thats when
they goinfor servicing.

heyre reliable because they are
designed and builtin acommonsense
way to astandard of finish few car
makers can match.

There are 3,000 Toyota dealersin
Europe, with 750 in West Germany
alone.

Any oneof them will carefor a
new car for a year as part of Toyota’s
unlimited milzage warranty.

If you would like more inform-
ation, pleasefillin the coupon.

And who knows, you could be
leaving the country with a Toyota, a
few quidin your pocketandatearin
your eye.

To: Toyota (GB) Ltd. (Export Dept.), 700 Purley
Way, Croydon, Surrey CR94HB, England. Tel: 01-680 3350.
I wouldlike to know more about the vehicle(s) below.

(Tick brochures required.) I have been serving overseas less
than/more than 12 months. (Delete as applicable.)

EXPORT
UKPRICE PRICE

£2958.31  £2,179.00
£3289.41 £2,322.00
£3649.78  £2,598.00
£3990.25 £2,822.00
[ ] Cressida Saloon 2000. £4237.11 £2964.00
[ ] Celica Liftback ST 2000. £4535.46 £3,204.00
[IIwouldlike to know more about thefollowing Toyota(s)

not mentioned above:

[ ]Starlet 3 door 1000 GL.
[ ] Corolla 30 Estate 1200.
[ ] Corolla Liftback 1600.
[ | Carina 1600 Estate.

o000 £9gs |

Export prices quoted subject to eligibility.

Names - o

Address:

Telephone (Home/Unit):

TOYOTA

I_Everyth.ing keeps going right.

———————gﬂm oing 42 Prese.

Prices

L s 1
e
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~ served the forces since t:he end of World
. 1-War Two set off on her last brief j journey.
 Landing Ship Tank (LST) Empire Gull

_atcamcd out of service from the military port
at Marchwood on Southampton Water to
sail the few miles to Portsmouth’s naval
dockyard to await ‘disposal.” The Royal
Fleet Auxiliary crew who had clearly
become attached to their veteran vessel
clung to hopes that their old ‘Gull’ would
earn a new lease of life with a new owner
somewhere (“‘Someone from South America
or somewhere could find a job for her . . .
only needs a bit of re-plating . . .”’)

They shunned the dread lurking in the
backs of their minds that the ‘Gull’s’ wings
would finally be clipped by the searing flame
of the breakers’ blow-torches.

In recent years her bluff black hull has
been a familiar sight butting through the
Channel between Marchwood and the Con-
tinent carrying matériel to re-supply Rhine
Army. But her history spans 33 years, going
back to her launch date of 9 July 1945 at
Lauzon, Quebec, in Canada. As LST 3523
she was destined for assault on the Japanese
mainland, but this never happened.

After the war, she became HMS Trouncer
and was mothballed on the Clyde until 1956.
She was then dusted down and re-named
Empire Gull as one of 12 LSTs recalled for
service. These were based at Malta, Aden
and Singapore. The Atlantic Steam Naviga-

tion Company operated the Empire Gull for

the Ministry of Transport until 1961 when
she was taken over by the British India
Steam Navigation Company.

During these years she spent most of her
time in the Mediterranean, including evacu-
ation of the main British headquarters from
Libya in March 1970. Later that year, ‘Guil’

e o WY
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was taken over by the Royal Fleet Auxiliary
and has spent the last eight years sailing
between Marchwood and continental ports.
To the casual observer, ‘Gull’ was a bleak
black block of a ship with little to recom-
mend her to the eye. But to her 61 crew-
members — predominantly Chinese with 12
British officers — she was a unique and
beloved craft.

The Chinese cooks eschewed the modern
electric cooker in their galley, much prefer-
ring the ancient diesel-fired range. But this
was the equipment that did the job, like the
‘Gull’s’ pride and joy — its engines. The last

. true ‘steamer’ in the RFA, ‘Gull’ boasted a

gleaming pair of four-legged, ' triple-
expansion steam reciprocating engines glis-
tening to the last with the oil and water
mixture that lubricated them.

Second-Engineer Colin Johnson lovingly
demonstrated the smooth action of the
polished brass controls. With a mighty head
of steam tamed to turn the hissing engines
over at a mere ten revolutions a minute, the
massive rods and cams in the crank pit slid
smoothly back and forth to idle the screws in
forward or reverse gear at the touch of a
lever.

Turning to an enamel-faced dial, the
engineer twirled the brass pointer of the
traditional bridge to engine-room telegraph.

these frequently 10 make sure

Pl

&Uﬂ&ﬂwm A

they’re working properly,” he said, and a
reassuring clangour from the dial repeated
his message to show all was in order.

In the boiler room itself, isolated from the
rest of the ship by an air lock, blasts of cool
air fought a losing battle with the heat. Here
were two aged three-drum Yarrow boilers
each heated by four oil-fired burners. Roar-
ing flames at 2000 degrees Fahrenheit radi-
ated a livid glow from the small apertures
into the furnaces. The fearsome heat was
turning water into 200lb per square inch
steam, gripped firmly into the boiler jackets
by one-foot-thick insulation brick still too
hot to touch with a bare hand.

“God knows what would ever have hap-
pened if one of these had gone up,” mused
Colin Johnson. ““I reckon the poor blighters
down here would have less than thirty sec-
onds . . .” But the ready smiles on the faces
of the Chinese stokers showed they had
never worried about such a dreadful fate.

Back in the engine room, massive gauges
pointed out the progress of the harnessed
steam to the gently turning engines. Some of
them were originally used in the mighty
locomotives of Canadian Pacific engines
drawing trains across the sea of prairie in
North America.

Away from the hiss and din of throbbing
machinery was ‘Gull’s’ cavernous hold —

“Just a bxg shoe box,” said a crew

_ a couple of months’ e
 them — whoosh! a blow t
_ through this lot.” .

On deck the crew busxed tbemseives cast-

 ing off from the modern RFA landing ship

logistic Sir Galahad which had cradled the
‘Gull’ under her lofty grey flanks on her
next-to-last benhmg

The massive streamer ot‘ the wh:te
paying-off pennant bellied to show its elon-
gated Cross of St George and there was
speculation as to whether it was long enough
to record the traditional one foot per month
of service such streamers are supposed to
show. '

A quarter guard from 17 Port Regiment,
Royal Corps of Transport, saluted the
departing veteran and the corps’ corps of
drums beat out a farewell. The sirens of the P

Left: Empire Gull sets sail for Portsmouth.
Far left: ‘Going for a song’ say flags on mast.
Below: On the bridge of the old campaigner.
Above: Chinese seaman at work below decks.




Empire Gull's last skipper was
Captain Marshal Downham, who
was surprised by his crew on the
last night before ‘Gull’ went out of
service by being presented with a
magnificent watercolour of the
ship, set in the Channel seas so
familiar to the ancient craft in
recent years. A feature of the
painting which Captain Downham
prizes as a treasured possession
is the ‘autographing’ by the crew
on the back. .. mostly in Chinese!

RFA vessels in the port trumpeted their own
throaty valediction, drowning ‘Gull’s’ plain-
tive whistle which left a stream of steam in the
clear air as the only indication that she was
replying.

The ancient engines of the ‘Gull’ pushed
her steadily further from the dock and the
small crowd of well-wishers melted away
from the deck of Sir Galahad, leaving the
ship itself to speak for them from the signal
flags that fluttered from its mast —
‘Farewell Gull.’

Top: Oil-fired galley used by Chinese cooks.
Above left: Second Engineer Colin Johnson.
Left: The cargo hold now lies strangely still.
Below left: Drums and quarter guard see her go.
Below: Brass pointer of engine room telegraph,



FREEDOM.THAT’S WHAT YOU GET
OUT OF ABANK ACCOUNT WITH LLOYDS.

Freedom from so much of the
worry, routine and paper work that
can surround the business of money.

Lloyds Bank has been associated
with the Army for many generations,
and in that time we've built upa real
understanding of the kind of money
pmblems that service life can some-
times create.

We can help with financial, tax
and insurance advice.

We’ll take the worry out of
remembering to pay regular bills on
time-we’ll pay them by standing
orders.

And of course, we’ll give you a
cheque book to take away the need to
carry a lot of cash around.

All these services, together with
our Cashpomt dlSpC[]SCI‘ or instant
cash, our savings schemes, and our
current and deposit accounts, are
examples of what we mean when we
say we can give you freedom.

So feel free to find out more about

how our services can help people in
the Services.

Fill in the coupon n below for a

copy of our leaflet ‘Lloyds Bank

Services for the Army,’

or call into

your nearest Lloyds Bank.

r
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LLOYDS
M| BANK

|

A IDT MORE THAN MONEY I
AT THE SIGN OF THE BLACKHORSE. |

I would like more information
about the freedom a Lloyds bank
account can give me.

NAME

(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)
ADDRESS

To:D.PGardiner T.D., Services LiaisonOfficer,
Lloyds Bank,6Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5NH.
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OLDIER to Soldiep

ife certainly ain’t wot it used to be.
LOut of the window have gone so

many familiar things — pounds,
shillings and pence, old counties . . .
even Yorkshire, a nationality to its
natives, has officially (though only offi-
cially) shed its ridings.

The last local government reorgan-
isation has had an unexpected effect on
an old custom involving the Army —
the granting of a ‘freedom’ by a city or
borough to a corps or regiment.

The Borough of Wokingham, in Royal
Berkshire, planned to grant its ‘free-
dom’' to the Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers — the corps’
‘home’ has been at nearby Arborfield
since REME’'s formation in 1942, But
under local government reorganisation,
Wokingham became a town council and
was advised that it could no longer
therefore grant a ‘freedom.’ Instead, in
the words of its mayor, the town has
conferred on the corps ‘the highest
honour a town council can bestow, that
of honorary townspeople.” “In this
modern age,” added the mayor at the
ceremony (see SOLDIER News, page
12), “'we think this is a far more mean-
ingful title and aptly describes the
happy integration of the corps and
Wokingham which has evolved since
1942."

A few Royal Air Force stations have
already been similarly honoured but it
is thought that the officers and men of
the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers are the first in the Army to
become ‘honorary townspeople.’” The
new civic honour is in fact simply a
matter of terminology and confers
neither more nor fewer rights than a
‘freedom’ — the corps now has by
council resolution the ‘Freedom of
Entry to the Town of Wokingham under
Arms and with full ceremonial.’

The wording of a ‘freedom’ scroll or
illuminated address differs from one
city or town to another but generally
confers the right in perpetuity to march
through the city or town with ‘bands
playing, Colours flying and bayonets
fixed.” And corps or regiments so hon-
oured exercise that privilege whenever
they are able — first, of course, court-
eously seeking civic approval.

It has been, and will continue to be
argued that, outside the City of London,
a local authority is not entitled to grant
a '‘freedom.’ This on the premise that
Her Majesty’s Services may march
where, when and how they will — sub-
ject of course to conforming with traffic
regulations.

This is very much a minority point of
view. The majority acceptance is that a
civic honour — whether ‘freedom,’
‘status of honorary townspeople’ or
‘adoption’ — confirms and strengthens
local links between the Army and the
civilian population. The honour is not
lightly bestowed and it is proudly

received. And if ceremonial and tradi-
tion tend to be belittled today, this was
certainly not apparent in Wokingham
where hundreds of local people turned
out to enjoy the big day — the panoply
of the mayor, led by mace-bearer (an
old soldier with an imposing row of
medals), flanked by the beadles, the
councillors in their robes and cocked
hats or tricornes, and the contrasting
spectacle of band and 450 marching
soldiers.

*

British Limbless Ex-Servicemen's

Association’s Venturers have done
more for the disabled than a thousand
flag days. But — amazingly — they are
being threatened with extinction. And
— even more amazingly — from within
their own organisation, BLESMA itself.

The aim of the group — all limbless
ex-servicemen themselves — is to
prove to fellow victims and the public at
large that the loss of an arm or leg is no
reason for failing to lead a full and
active life. To this end the group has
staged well-publicised feats that would
daunt many a non-disabled person.
They have parachuted into the sea,
canoed across the Channel, climbed
Snowdon and taken up sailing.

But now there are BLESMA members
who argue that the Venturers’ efforts
negate some of the effect of protracted
and less dramatic campaigns to
improve pensions and conditions of
limbless ex-Servicemen.

SOLDIER has followed the progress
of the Venturers closely and knows
the last thing they will do is act helpless
and allow themselves to be set apart
from the rest of us. And quite right too!
@® With courage a young Venturer who
lost a leg in Northern Ireland said: "I
used to play sports and when | came
out of hospital my frustrated energy
went into heavy drinking. But then |
joined the Venturers and by doing
things with them, regained that feeling
of challenge which sport can give.”
® With determination another added:
"“They said they wanted to put me in a
home when | lost both legs. | said ‘no
way’ and went off on my own and got a
flat."”
® With good humour a third told a
non-disabled friend who complained of
a weight problem: ""You should worry. |
weigh thirteen-and-a-half stones and
I'm only three-foot-nine!”” He lost both
legs in World War Two.

This combination of courage, deter-
mination and good humour radiates
from all the Venturers and contributes
largely to their unrivalled success in
advancing the cause of limbless ex-
Servicemen. The same combination
will continue. SOLDIER wholeheartedly
wishes them the best of luck.

I n the few years of their existence the

‘The Royal Tournament 1978’ (Massed band
from the Foot Guards; bands of 3rd Battalion,
The Royal Anglian Regiment; 1st Battalion,
The Royal Irish Rangers; 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Irish Rangers; The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Royal Regiment; 1st Battalion, The Light Infan-
try; lst Battalion, The Parachute Regiment;
Pipes and Drums of the Irish Guards; Pipes,
Drums and Bugles of 6th Queen Elizabeth’s
Own Gurkha Rifles; Band, Pipes and Drums of
the Royal Hong Kong Police) (Senior Director of
Music: Captain D R Kimberley) (EMI SCX 6589)
I’'m not certain whether I'm reviewing the record
or the actual show, the one unfailingly conjuring
up the other. And receiving a still wet copy of the
record inscribed by the producer ‘I hope you like
it’ somewhat pre-empts the vitriol.

But all choking aside, when two tattoo experts
like Michael Parker and Derek Kimberley get
together you can expect ‘happenings’ which,
without warning, even to those who have seen it
all, can either catch you napping with pleasurable
shock or catch your throat in unashamed emotion.

e

The set pieces, like the King’s Troop drive, the
naval gun race, RAF physical training display and
other self-contained acts have their own in-built
drama and excitements, brook little or no inter-
ference from the producer and have no place on
disc. It is in the musical items where imagination
is required — where, without it, you may as well
buy a copy of the 1812 Overture and call it a day.

On the principle that a book stimulates the
reader’s own imagination, whereas with a film you
are stuck with the director’s vision of things, you
would do well to listen to this highly picturesque
and vivid representation of the tournament.

Briefly, because the sleeve notes were printed
long before the music was decided, you have the
opening massed bands item, (preceded by a bril-
liant ‘Novo Centenary’ fanfare by Derek Kimber-
ley) which includes a -‘London Medley’ of
Cockney-cum-A A Milne tunes, ‘The Mull of
Kintyre’ and a bugle waltz, ‘Bavarian Bugle Boy,’
which might be termed ‘somewhat plagiaristic.’
The band and pipes and drums of the Royal Hong
Kong Police give a musically charming selection
of Scottish and Chinese tunes (the Lion Dance
you will have to imagine), and the Gurkha pipes,
drums and bugles play a selection of well-known
Nepalese tunes such as ‘The Marquis of Huntly’s
Highland Fling.’

The finale, 'as ever, is the crux of the matter,
and here you can dream your way not to 1812 but
to 1815 with a clever adaptation of Beethoven’s
music to another Wellington victory — Vittoria,
Waterloo, what does it matter, they’re both on the
same line now.

Yes, indeed I did like it, and think you will.
RB
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Under£M4 aweek!

Barratt cuts the cost
of owning ,
your own house.

g h

Selling at around £45,000 at Curriehill, Edinburgh,

the 4 bedroom detached Barnton is just one of a vast
range of quality housetypes that Barratt are building |t
throughout the country.

BRITAIN'S MAJOR PRIVATE HOUSEBUILDER
MAKES HOUSEBUYING SO EASY:

Widest choice of house purchase schemes 5
ask about our Part Exchange, Deposit Saving or
'£250 and Move In' Schemes which operate on

Under £14 a week can buy you a Barratt
house of your own! And that house, worth around
£10,000 now, could be worth around £40,000 to you
in ten years' time, if house price trends continue as
they have for the past ten years.

And you can choose from houses, bungalows
and flats at prices ranging from around £8,000
right up to £70,000 — remember that buying Barratt
is often cheaper than renting.

Mortgages of up to 95% arranged for you.

Joint Income Mortgages—it's even easier
to buy Barratt if both of you are working. Present
mortgage terms allow you to combine your income,
s0 if your joint income is £85 a week you can buy
a Barratt house.

More than 300 developments —that's the
largest choice in Britain. You'll find a development
near to where you want to live.

Over 300 fully furnished showhouses
open 7 days a week from 11.00 am to 6.00 pm
(and staffed by friendly Barratt people) show you
what wonderful homes Barratt houses make..

A £60 deposit fixes the price of your
Barratt house, even though building costs will
subsequently rise. :

RIO78

most Barratt developments. f

e ]

From £8,000 to £70,000-the widest choice in Britain! |

Avon
Bristol - Marina Gardens
Bath - Gn Pulteney St¥
Bristol  The Promenades

Bedfordshire
Bedtord - Aelifric Cté
Bedford - Park View

| Kempston - Beeches Walk

Kempston - Hiligrounds
Luton - Sundon View
Luton - Wigmore Lanes
Luton  Warden Hill

Buckinghamshire

Aylesbury - Selwyn Cournts

Cambridgeshire
Comberton
Harbour Avenue
Doddington - Church “Vw
Northborough
Castle Drive
51 Ives- Burstellars
Waterbeach
The Orchard
St. Ives
Shakespeare Rdy

Cheshire
Great Sankey
Irby - Oaklea
Marple - Marple Hall
Macclesfield - The Oaks
Moreton Spur
Noctorum - West View
Northwich  Briarsvale
Poynton - Brookside Fm
Runcorn - Clough Wood
Stockpon
Heaton Mersey
Stockport - Offerton
Tanenhall - Millbrook Pk
Tarporley Quarrybank
Timperly - The Grove
Warrington - Croftwood
Warrington
Locking Stumps
Winsford - Darnhall Park

Cumbria
Carlisle
Lonsdale Grange
Penrith - Voreda Park
Workington
High Harmngton

re
Buxton Foxiow Park
Derby Breadsall
Findern - Doles Lane
South Normanton
Greenacres

Durham
Chester-le-Street
Waldridge Park
Crook Thistieflat
Esh Winning - Ivesiey Pk
Ryton - Westwood
Ryton - Woodside Grange
Stanley Bumnside

Essex
Clacton - Cann Hall
Colchester Wivenhoe
Witham - Riverside Walk

Hornsey - Corrib Heightst
Woodford Green

Friars Close

Abbey Wood - Oaklands
Blackheath - Papillons

Gloucester
Newent - Lakeside

Hamoshire
Aldershot
Churchside Close
Bournemouth
Brangsore, Rose Hill

Southampton  Anson Dr:
Brigg - Glanford Vale

Goole - Woodland Park
Hull - Haworth Park

Romsey - Great Woodley®

Prices From
£

250
13,700
*

*
12,900
8,000
*

B950

18,995
11,350

11,855
11,000

13,450

6,500

*
13.950
*
19,850
*
9,950

*
29,500
14,950
12,400
14,950
23,500
26,950
*
12,150

13,450
9.500

10,650
13,450

19,150

13,950
10,750

11,200

*

27,000

15,000
*

15.950

Hull - Hedon

Isle of Lewis
Stornoway - Bayview
Kent
Ashford  Cuckoo Lane
Lancashire
Balton - Blackrod
Bolton - Moss Hse Farm
Bohon

Haydock - Pa
Kirkby - Whi
Leyiand - Lancaste

Leicestershire
Beaumant Leys
Blaby
Loughborough
Melton Mowb ay
Sw fale

Lincolnshire
Boston - Fishtoh
Bunterwick  Boston
: 5 t

Fleet  Hargate
Grantham - Brookside

am
Harrowby Lane
Grantham  Wroxall Drivel
Langtott - West End

h,

Lincoln - Ciiff Gardens
Lincoln - Glebe P:

Lincoln - Gres
Steaford  Lir
Stamiord - Pembroke Rd

East Dereham — Beetley
Heacham - Lodge Park
North Walsham
Nursery Gardens
Tasturgh - Church Rd

| Thetford - Adrmirals Way
Thetlord - Blakeney Rise
Naorwich/Stoke
Holy Cross

Brixworth - Ashway
Inhiingborough
Portland Road$

Northumbertand
Bedlington - Bower Grge
Darras Hall - Ashbrooke
Darras Hall - Queensway
Heddon Village
The Pastures
Killingwarth
The Paddock

11,020

8,250
*

17.500
8275

5.250
*

*
10,250

10,100
6,000
10.645

18,320
24,000
12,200

9,025

st 12,760

10.750

13,200
11,750

10,500

*
12,500
13,500

*

11,000
5,950
8,500

39,500

36,500

34500

11,950

Newcastle
‘West Denton Park B8.700
Wallsend Redesdale Park 8,700 10,500
13,250
3 500
*
)
16,000
6.95
F
Eastwood - Beechvale
Mansheld  Old Mill Lane 8,500
Nottingham Teeaside
ewthorpe Common 5,000 -North 5
Newthorpe Commor 15,0¢ Derlington - TheLinks 10,660  Yorkehire Varkshire - West

Siotend-taish Darlington Harrogate Badsws
11,250 -

% £ 16,650 The Fairways ‘
3\‘”;*»“'"‘15':"; . 26,500 11.960 Harrogate - Forest View 14,350 = L,
T BEH0 Ferk * {arrogate - Grantley 95 1S
Blackwood - HeathfieldPk 1 * Fbin Sl b Bl o Bishop Mankior
Broxburn - Qh Road 16,995 Meadow Cr
11,950
C : .
Carluke P id 4
E 1,695
Coatbridge Hillpark vk ’ e Buriey
: Thirsk - Hamblet 11,695 Wharl
Whitby Eskdale P, 12495
York -Copmanthorpe 10,695

York - Foxwood Lane 9,500
York  Haxby

Eastfield Farm 14,995
York - Haxby - Holly Tree 20,495
York - Skefton 14,995
Scarborough - The Orchard %

Walea - North *
Broughton Woodland |- The Chase 24,500
Prestatyn - Crud-y Craig *

2l Woodside
Stirling
Uphall M
wi

Jid - Crofto 9,950
1 Sandal Wood 25,750

Wakef,
Wakefield
Staniey The Lanes ®

Coped Hall

§ Flat only
% Future Developments

e
Redditch - Tree Tops

Write to the Barratt Company FREEPOST Reply Service
— no postage stamps necessary! (UK only)
Tick the Barratt ol

daevelopments ire interested in. send the

1 we ll send you back tull details

LIMITED. FREEPOS

e address below

*
16,900 (
175
POS

O BARRATT DEVELOPMENTS

StrathpeHe

Sfi;ﬂl'ldlﬂlnd. I
Lerwick - Veensganh *
g Building houses to make homes in I
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Christmas dinner for a unique

4 e

Army unit means . . .

ek

THE CHRISTMAS DINNER shopping list
reads like a housewife’s nightmare — nearly
four-and-a-half tons of turkey, two tons of
gammon, more than a ton of Christmas pud
and nearly two tons of Christmas cake. Not
to mention 17,500 mince pies, 100 Old
English pies, 150 yule log cakes (complete
with robins) and 6000 Christmas crackers.

This was all in a day’s work for a unique
Army unit providing festive fare for 10,500
personnel in the Aldershot area. The every-
day needs of the same people are met
throughout the year by Headquarters Cater-
ing Group from its custom-built complex
nestling in the shadow of the Army Catering
Corps tower block at St Omer Barracks,
Aldershot.

Started as a pilot scheme more than ten
years ago, the Catering Group concept saves
time and money by centralising supply and
preparation of food for 90 locations within a
20-mile radius.

The group’s commanding officer, Colonel
Dennis O’Reilly, explained: “The strength
of the system is that it takes the catering
chores away from units, especially the
accounting.” The latter is computerised at
the headquarters’ offices, producing
monthly accounts for all the units it serves.

The group’s purpose-built complex, in
operation since 1973, has two main depart-
ments., The supplies department handles
some 700 items of grocery, 160 frozen and
60 fresh items, including weekly orders of
97,000 eggs and 32 tons of potatoes, 28,381
Pintas of milk and more than three tons of
baked beans.

Top: Just part of the daily production — a girl
cook puts icing on the top of Bakewell tarts.

Left: Part of the range of Christmas fare. It
includes hors d’oeuvres, hams and boned turkey.




More exotic fare has to be supplied to
Gurkhas stationed in the unit’s catchment
area who tunnel through 3000 pounds of
rice a week plus 3001bs of dhall (lentils) and
the aromatic herbs and spices that form the
ingredients of the Gurkhas’ famous curries.

The more cosmopolitan taste of the Brit-
ish soldier nowadays is reflected in the regu-
lar order of 800lbs of ravioli a week.

Two baker’s dozens of Army Catering
Corps cooks and six Women’s Royal Army
Corps cooks, backed up by civilian staff like
the supplies department, are involved in the
production side of the operation, starting
work at five every morning to get prepared
food to units by lunchtime.

Semi-automated production lines (full
automation would be uneconomical for the
quantities involved) dice and mince, slice
and chop through mountains of meat a week
in the butchery section.

The larder section stamps out thousands
of pasties and steaklets a week as well as 26
miles of sausage rolls a year — nearly half-
a-mile a week.

Pastries are also prepared, from mass-
produced doughnuts to the gaily decorated
Christmas yule log cakes for this time of
vear. No fewer than 40,000 small cakes a
week are baked to satsfy sweet-toothed
soldiers.

Speed and efficiency of despatch are
essential to the unit’s task and a fleet of
eleven five-ton delivery lorries fans out from
the loading bay each day, packed by a Royal
Pioneer Corps detachment on the staff.

All the stores needed are bought in bulk
through Naafi and the Royal Army Ord-
nance Corps, ensuring the economy of bulk
buying plus the stringest quality controls
required. “Anything below standard goes
back,”” commented Colonel O'Reilly tersely.
The unit is scrupulous in its insistence on
supplying only pure foods with none of the
additives that make modern processed food
more like products of chemistry laboratories
than of field and farm.

Originally envisaged as a pilot scheme to
be copied elsewhere (see SOLDIER, May
1968), Headquarters Group Catering has
proved over the years that its economies in
time and money work properly only where
there are concentrations of static units, as in
Aldershot with its corps and regimental
depots and training establishments. Most
other garrison areas throughout the Army
have a higher proportion of shifting popula-
tions which would defeat the object of the
concept.

When the project started in the mid-
sixties it fed some 4500 people in 36 sepa-
rate places and the success of this led to an
expansion to serve 7100 in 65 locations
from a collection of hutted offices, a con-
verted kitchen and dining room, and old
garages. With the new custom-built com-
plex, capacity steadily expanded to allow the
10,500 present ‘customers’ to be served in
90 locations.

This mini-army marches on its stomach to
the tune of some £3,000,000 a year in terms
of the food passing through Group Catering.
The volume of the provisions involved
bemuses even the unit’s administrative
officer, Captain Daphne Stanley-Johns. She
said: “‘As a housewife, I find this staggering
— the sheer volume of stuff going through
here.”

And as the Army’s Christmas revellers
stagger from their groaning boards —

heaped with those tons of turkey and
pounds of pud, courtesy of Headquarters
Catering Group — they can raise their glas-
ses in salute to that unit’s unique year-round
contribution to their creature comforts.

Top left: Working the Cornish pastie machine.
Top right: Colonel Reilly pours in ‘pud’ brandy.
Centre: Chef rolling out the puff pastry.
Above left: A long line of sausage for rolls,
Above: Mrs Eunice Harris checks in crackers.
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The Army does things

to our terminals

you never would

Like mounting them in
Land Rovers and tracked
vehicles. Taking them over
rough terrain to out of the
way places. Then expecting
them to work reliably . .
providing vital command
information under combat
conditions,

Project Wavell is the
Army’s new mobile data
processing system, now
under field trials in West
Germany. It uses Unitel-4
displays from Data Logic’s
Terminal Systems Division.
And they’re shaping up well
to Army life.

Of course, we had to
modify the Unitel terminal
somewhat for mobile use. We
had to add screened cases for
military environments. And
paint them a colour not

exactly favoured by our
banking and airline
customers. But the basic
equipment was originally
developed for everyday
commercial use. In fact, the
Unitel’s exceptional
performance in business

‘applications — in many

countries over many years —
was almost as important to
the Army as its military
specification

DalQ
[0QIC

Terminal Systems Division, Data Logic Limited,
The Pinnacles, Harlow, Essex CM19 5BB. Tel: 0279 26862

Reliability matters to our
customers. So it matters to
us. The Raytheon PTS 100
intelligent terminal comes
from the same tough family
as the Unitel-4. So does the
Raytheon PTS 1200
distributed processing
system. Standard software is
exhaustively tested. And the
PTS 1200 can greatly reduce
dependence on the central
mainframe and any intersite
communications links.

You probably won’t ever
do to your computer system
what the Army does to
Project Wavell. But if you
rely heavily on it for the day
to day operations of your
company, it's reassuring to
know how much punishment
the terminals can take. If
they have to.
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Dear Mater,

It looks as if | won’t be back in Rome
for the Solstice Bacchanalia again this
year. Our Century is on standby for Op
Tax to keep the locals in order.

| suppose it'll make a change from the
boredom of routine pax-keeping duties
but you'd think these Palestinians could
choose some other part of the year to
do their mass-tax-gathering.

To make matters worse, they insist on
everyone going to their home towns to
pay their dues. This means chaos on the
roads and we’'ve had to set up a lot
more VCPs (vagrant check points) to
make sure their camels and asses aren’t
carrying contraband. Of course, REME
— the Roman Empire Mammal
Examiners — bear the brunt of this,

Not that we in the RCT (Roman Camel
Trains) haven't had our problems. We
thought we were getting the new
Dromedary instead of our old Bactrians.
But they tell us the Senate has sold
them all to Persia.

Mind you, the locals here have got
their troubles too. There were so many
of them in one little village for the tax
gathering where we patrolled the other
day that some poor woman had to have
her baby in a barn surrounded by the
mangy cattle they breed round here.

They said the local pub was fully
booked and couldn’t take her and her
husband in. To cap it all, three of their
scruffy shepherds came out of the hills,
bold as you please, just to stare at the
poor kid.

These people just don’t seem to make
sense to us sometimes. But we've got a
Pictish slave in our camp who says
things are just the same where he

Palestine Colony

comes from. The Gods help us if the
Emperor ever takes it into his head to
send us to conquer the slave's little
island up north.

As if we didn't have enough on our
plates with Op Tax, the Centurion has
told us to smarten up our Number One
tunics for not just one but three royal
visits at once. Something about some
eastern kings heading for that same
little village | told you about.

So with all this going on, your gift of
an amphora of oil for the lamps in our.
barracks was all the more welcome. The
only luck we seem to have had recently

-is that we haven’t had to use that much

of it. For if we sit by the east-facing
windows we can get quite enough light
from a very bright star that has been
shining here recently.
| can't say when I'll be coming home
to Rome yet. There seems to be no sign
of the Pax Romana being maintained if -
we pull out of here. | must say, we'd like
nothing better than to go home like the
‘Legions Out of Palestine Movement’
want. But I'm sure the Palestinians
would only start fighting among them-
selves again — and that could go on for
hundreds of years, our soothsayer says.
Even now there’'s a rumour that the
local king has some crazy idea of intro-
ducing the death penalty — wait for it —
for all infants! | ask you, what bar-
barians. What it needs is some new
young leader with a whole new set of
ideas to get some sense into them all.
But that's local politics, and you know
the Roman Legionary rules on that —
we have to wash our hands of it.
Your devoted son,
Caius




With a look to the future and the prospect of an Army trade union,
the Privates’ Union of Soldierly Solidarity — PUSS for short — SOLDIER

THE SCENE is the office of the Com-
manding Officer of 1st Battalion, The
Militant Volunteers (‘The Closed
Shops’).

Seated at his desk, the CO is immacu-
late in his new khaki boiler suit. Even so
he tries to brush some Marx (correction,
marks) from his bib-and-braces.

Enter the Regimental Sergeant-Major —
a woman, thanks to the PUSS ruling on

oMS

sex equality.

CO: 'Morning, comrade RSM.

RSM: ‘Morning, comrade colonel.

CO: What has the battalion voted to do
today?

RMS: Well, they've decided to go
through all the new recruits’ kit bags
to remove the field-marshals’ batons
that decadent recruiting used to
promise them. I've told ‘em straight
— they're in the Army now. We'll
have none of yer bleedin’ namby-
pamby class distinction here.

CO: Good show . . . | mean, sound
dogma, RSM. What else is on?

RSM: Else? Nothing else, comrade. No
time.

CO: No time?

RSM: No time. Surely you remember —
on a show of hands in the parade
square the lads overwhelmingly
decided that reveille should be at
1200 hours, Naafi break at 1215, lunch
1230 to 1500 (to allow for drinking-up
time) and the rest of the day to them-
selves.

CO: Of course. Decadent of me to
forget. | suppose that'll mean me vol-
unteering for a session of self-

offers its seasonal pantomime . . .

PUSS 1Y
BOOTS

%

criticism in the all-ranks mess

tonight? .

RSM: Definitely, brother colonel. Th
lads need a laugh . . . | mean lesson in
democracy.

CO: That reminds me, what’s happened
about the battalion dinner night?

RSM: Glad you asked. Since our last
strike gained us a £500-a-day flat rate
with treble overtime and danger
money for looking at pictures of
potential enemies, the lads have
decided that battalion funds can run
to buying the London Hilton for future
dinner nights. The Dorchester was
the lads’ first choice but the Royal
Engineers snapped that up last week
as a snack bar for field squadrons.

CO: Well, never mind. The Hilton will be
jolly . . . er, jolly good as an object
lesson in the sickening wastage
indulged in by the bourgeoisie.

RSM: | thought you'd see it like that,
brother colonel.

CO: Just one more thing. Could you ask
the lads for a show of hands on my
motion to get my hair cut? | find it
falls over my eyes when I'm reading
the Thoughts of Chairman Mao, and
we can’t have that, can we?

RSM: Quite so. I'm sure there'll be no
problem. As long as the hair is still
below the collar at the back.

CO: Oh good. Now if you'll excuse me, |
must dash. I've got to meet some
Russian generals. They're demanding
pay parity with our private soldiers
before they will consider being even a
threat to us.

RSM: Go carefully with them, brother
colonel. They're a wily bunch. Before
you can say Jack Jones they'll be
demanding higher productivity from
us ... brush-fire wars, guerrilla cam-
paigns, confrontations, all that sort of
thing. The lads just won't have it.
Look what happened last time a shot
was fired in anger. A soldier claimed
he was being victimised and the
entire Brigade of Guards came out in
sympathy and boycotted the Queen’s
Birthday Parade in protest.

I'd leave it to PUSS’s treaty commit-
tee to work out if | were you.

CO: Perhaps you're right. I'll get back to
writing my Army memoirs.

RSM: What are you going to call it,
brother colonei?

CO: Well, | thought ‘The Thin Red Line’

. might be approved by the lads on a
ballot.
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WHEN YOU GET OUT
 OFYOUR UNIFORM.
' WHY NOTTRY OURS
FOR SIZE?

The police on the streets i

No wonder so many ex- service people
of London need all the help

make successful careers

they can get. for themselves on the
And the kind of help streets of London.

they need is just the kind In the Metropolitan

of help that you can glve Police.

them. ' Wed like to see a lot

Because your
experience in the
services will be

To get into the
well suited to the

Metropolitan Police

police force. you must be aged
You need 18% or over and of
self-discipline, British nationality.
Initiative,a sense Men should be
of responsibility. a minimum of just
You have to be under 172cms
alert and able to tall (5’8") and
deal coolly and effic- women 162cms(5'4")
iently with absolute- or over-and, of course,
ly any crisis situation. intelligent, physically fit
(And believe us and of good character.
you could well come For full details write
across them all in to the Chief Inspector,
London.) Metropolitan Police
The Metropolitan Careers Centre, Depart-
Police also offers you ment GA 248, 6 Harrow
many of the benefits Rd, London W2 1XH.

you get in the services.
Companionship and
team spirit, help with
housing and the secur-
ity of knowing where
your next pay day is
coming from.

If you would like a
{ chat with one of our police
careers advisers, why g

A not give us aring on My
01-725 4237.

e THE METROPOLITAN POLICE




| TOMORROWS CAREER FOR TODAY'S SERVICEMEN

Leaving the service?
Seeking a secure exciting career?

Want tobe part of a professional
team?

Looking for excellent
promotion propects?

Recruiting Officer

Sutton Road. Masttaces Kent ME15 98Z emw(e/c oune G{ gutacm wodl madwm pa&ce 7046%

Telephone Maidstone 65432 Ext 227

to give distinguished
service.

Uniformal are the tailors for
dress uniforms.

The finest materials are cut by
craftsmen, then hand tailored
to ensure that your dress
uniform gives long
distinguished service.

Uniformal supply all
branches of the forces.

With maximum

discount,your SIDI SALEH 1941

dress uniform Defeated Italians surrendering in their thousands to men of 2nd Battalion,
1d t The Rifle Brigade, are depicted in this Terence Cuneo print, available fram

could cos SOLDIER. Commissioned by the Rifle Brigade Club and Association, this

as little as colour print measures 23} x 18 inches (actual picture area 173 x12} inches).

On6February 1941 afastwheeled column was detached fron 7th Armoured
Division to cut off the Italians retreating out of Cyrenaica along the coast.
The column reached the coast road at Sidi Saleh during the night of ¢
February 7/8 and took up position with 2nd Battalion, The Rifle Brigade,
supported by gunners, astride the road. For the next 36 hours they beat off
repeated infantry and armour attacks and at the same time 4th Armoured
Brigade was attacking the Italian flank some ten miles to the north. By 9
February the Italians were defeated and surrendered 25,000 men, the army
commander and 15,000 men surrendering to the 2nd Battalion.

For further information
tel. Ken Dungey at 0532 826102
or write to Uniformal,

101 Commercial St.,
ROthwe"’ Yorkshire. Please send me the Terence Cuneo print ‘Sidi Saleh.” | enclose UK postal
I order/UK cheque/international money order for

UK £2.10 0 BFPO £1.96 (] Elsewhere £2.10 [J
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Three hundred years of the
Master Gunner

ON 1 DECEMBER 1678 Captain Thomas
Silver drew his first two shillings a day in the
post of Master Gunner of Whitehall and St
James’s — with 11 other gunners (paid
sixpence a day each) — for his ‘extraordi-
nary attendance on six cannons placed in St
James’s Park.” Thus began a Royal Artillery
appointment which this month celebrates
three centuries of continuous existence.

The guns in Captain Silver’s charge did
not fire in anger but were used on ceremo-
nial occasions to fire salutes as the guns of
King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, are
today. The inclusion of ‘Whitehall’ in the
captain’s title referred to a disused train of
glins which had previously been mounted
there.

At first glance the job looks something of
a sinecure. But records show that life was
not without its hazards for the first Master
Gunner, for he had the additional task of
demolishing houses in London to prevent
the spread of fire. An official document of 27
June 1695 says: ‘€100 to be given to Captain
Silver as advance on his pay as Firemaster to
the Grenadiers to enable him to go to Bath
for the cure of his wounds and broken leg.’

This ‘sub’ represented more than a year’s
pay for that part of the captain’s job for
which he got five shillings a day — more
than he got as Master Gunner.

But there were ‘pérks’ of the fireman’s
duties . . . if they could be collected. A
petition from Captain Silver and his gunners
to the King in 1682 pleaded: ‘Petition for a
reward, his Majesty having allowed them
£40 in consideration of their pains and
hazards in blowing up houses in the time of

any fire, they having been lately in that
service at Wapping commanded by the
Duke of Albermarle and having not* yet
received any of the royal bounty for this last
service as formerly.’

Nor did the unfortunate captain’s money
troubles stop there. He was supposed to
receive an allowance for coal and candles to
heat and light their quarters at St James’s
Park, but this was allowed to get well in
arrears until the poor man’s bid for
£245 15s 0d was swept away by his masters
in 1705 with the terse pronouncement that
“There is no fund for these arrears.’

Despite his trials and tribulations —
including spells of overseas service — Cap-
tain Silver remained in office until his death
in early 1710. He was followed by
Lieutenant-Colonel Jonas Watson, after
whose death at Cartagena in 1741 the post
became Master Gunner of St James’s, the
“Whitehall’ reference being dropped. The
title has remained the same to this day.

From Captain Silver’s day until 1864 the
Master Gunners occupied Gun House, situ-
ated in Spring Gardens on a site which is
now on the north side of Horse Guards
Parade. Gun House was demolished in 1885.
The last Master Gunner to reside there was
Field-Marshal Sir Hew Dalrymple Ross who
held office from 1864 to 1868.

Master Gunners were paid up to the early
years of this century although the last one to
receive pay for the job (Field-Marshal Earl
Roberts) was rewarded with only 3s 4d a day
— not much more than the first incumbent
more than 200 years earlier.

The Master Gunner is always a distin-

The Duke of Gloucester and Master Gunner
about to inspect the parade at the Rotunda.
guished Royal Artillery officer. But there
was one intriguing exception — an unnamed
non-commissioned officer who held the
office from 1770 to 1782.

Nowadays the appointment represents the
serving head of the Royal Artillery, second
only to the Queen, who is Captain-General
of the Regiment. The 26th and current
Master Gunner, who took office in 1977, is
General Sir Harry Tuzo.

At celebrations to mark the tercentenary
of the office — held jointly with the bicente-
nary of the Royal Artillery’s Rotunda
Museum in Woolwich — General Tuzo said:
“Perhaps the other (Master Gunners),
stretching back to Captain Thomas Silver in
1678, are casting an eye in our direction and
no doubt criticising the arrangements.

“The unnamed non-commissioned officer
who held the office from 1770 to 1782 must,
in particular, derive quiet amusement from
our celebration. Only his tenure is dignified .
in the official history as a ‘Working
Appointment.’ It is made clear by implica-
tion that the other holders enjoyed a sine-
cure. The five field-marshals and fourteen
general officers who have filled the office
would not all label it as a complete rest cure.

“But they would, as one voice, agree that
to be granted the opportunity to serve as the
head of the great family of gunners and to
occupy this historic post is a thing to be
cherished. And so today we honour past

Jholders, exhort the incumbent to greater

efforts and look to those of the future to do
even better.”
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Introducing some friends

you'll meet in Germany
B '

Alpine. Sunbeam. Avenger. Simca.

If you are due for a posting to Germany, or if you are already stationed there, you'll
be glad to know that you still have the opportunity to buy a Chrysler at very
attractive tax-free prices. Chrysler has specialised in Military sales for over 15 years
now, and we have produced a brand new booklet which tells you all you need to
know about tax-free car purchase, H.P. and insurance. Send off the coupon today for
your free copy, plus all the full colour brochures.
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Highlanders; Seaforth Highlanders (1st Bn); Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders; Gordon Highlanders; Highland Light Infantry; London
Scottish; Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders (1st Bn); Queen's;
Queen's Royal Surrey; Buffs; Queen’'s Own Royal West Kent (4th/5th
Bn); Royal Sussex (1st Bn or 4th Bn); Middlesex (1st Bn); Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers; Royal Warwickshire Regiment; Lancashire Fus-
iliers; Royal Anglian; Royal Lincolnshire (2nd Bn); Northamptonshire
(1st Bn); King’s Own Royal Border (1st Bn); Border; King’s; Liverpool
Scottish; Prince Of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire; East York-
shire; Green Howards (1st Bn); Duke of Wellington’s; York and
Lancaster (1st Bn); King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry; Yorkshire
Volunteers; Queen's Lancashire; Loyal (1st Bn); Royal Irish Rangers;
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers; Royal Ulster Rifles (1st Bn); Royal Irish
Fulsiliers (1st Bn); North Irish Militia (4th Bn, Royal Irish Rangers);
Devonshire and Dorset (1st Bn); Dorsetshire; Cheshire; Royal Welch
Fusiliers; Royal Regiment of Wales; Gloucestershire (1st Bn); Sher-
wood Foresters; Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters; Royal
Hampshire (1st Bn); Staffordshire (1st Bn); Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal
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Regiment; Durham Light Infantry; Royal Green Jackets; Rifle Brigade;
Parachute; 2nd KEO Gurkha Rifles; 4th PWO Gurkha Rifles; 6th QEOQ
Gurkha Rifles; 7th DEO Gurkha Rifles; 10th PMO Gurkha Rifles; Gurkha
Engineers; Ulster Defence Regiment (3rd (Co Down) Bn, 6th (Tyrone)
Bn, 7th (City of Belfast) Bn, 10th (City of Belfast) Bn, or 11th (Craigavon)
Bn).

Corps: Royal Engineers; Royal Signals; Royal Corps of Transport;
Royal Army Medical Corps; Royal Army Ordnance Corps; Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers; Royal Military Police; Royal
Army Pay Corps; Royal Army Educational Corps; Royal Army Dental
Corps; Army Catering Corps; Women'’s Royal Army Corps; Queen
Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps.

Miscellaneous: Honourable Artillery Company; Household Division;
Staff College; Royal College of Defence Studies; Army Catering Corps
Apprentice College; George IV; Royal Jersey Infantry; Royal Navy;
Royal Marines; Royal Air Force; Atholl Highlanders; Royal British
Legion Scotland; University of London OTC.

Overseas: Lord Strathcona’s Horse; Royal Montreal Regiment; High-
land Fusiliers of Canada; Canadian Scottish Regiment; South Alberta
Light Horse; Royal Canadian Regiment; Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers of Canada; Seaforth Highlanders of Canada; Black Watch of
Canada; Royal Canadian Artillery; 8th Canadian Hussars; Canadian
Grenadier Guards; Royal Canadian Hussars; Queen’'s Own Rifles of
Canada; Royal Canadian Military Institute; Royal Military College of
Canada; Royal Canadian Mounted Police; Toronto Scottish; United
States Marine Corps; Bermuda Regiment; Jamaica Regiment (1st or
3rd Bn); Royal New Zealand Infantry; Royal Australian Regiment;
University of New South Wales Regiment; Royal Brunei Malay Regi-
ment; Gibraltar Regiment.

SOLDIER PRINT SOCIETY POSTCARDS (6 X 4ins, 17 x 12 mm) by Charles Stadden

22 Trooper, 2nd Dragoons, 1805 O
23 Bugle-major, 68th Foot, 1846 O
24 Officer, 20th Foot, 1769 O

Set 1
1 Sergeant, 95th Foot, 1809
2 Rifleman, 60th Foot, 1812
3 Drummer, 29th Foot, 1694
4 Private, 46th Foot, 1746
§ Officer, R Irish Rifles, 1900

6 Officer, 27th Foot, 1733 Set 3

Oooooooooopoo

7 Officer, 87th Foot, 1809 25 Drum horse, Blues & Royals, 1972 [
8 Officer, 82nd Foot, 1829 26 Drum-major, 9th Foot, 1810 a
9 Corporal, 47th Foot, 1770 27 Officer, King's Troop RHA, 1972 o

10 Private, 5th Foot, 1773 28 Officers, 13th/18th Royal Hussars,
11 Drum-major, 6th Foot, 1800 1922 O
12 Sergeant, 7th Foot, 1814 29 Officer, Royal Artillery, 1772 5
Y 30 Pikeman, 1st Foot, 1633 o

Set 2 31 Drum-major, Devon & Dorsets, 1973
13 Officer, Argyll & Sutherland, 1972 -
14 Bugle-major, R Green Jackets, 1972
16 Grenadier, 37th Foot, 1759

16 Guardsman, Scots Guards, 1972

17 Private, 33rd Foot, 1702

18 Officer, 34th Foot, 1702

19 Private, 31st Foot, 1702

20 Caliverer, 3rd Foot, 1572

21 Drum horse, 3 POW Dragoons, 1896 O

Each set £1.10 (UK/BFPO), £1.18 (elsewhere).

32 Standard-bearer, 15th/19th Hussars,
1973

m]

33 Officer, 4th/7th Royal Dragoons, 1743

oo

34 Officer, 1st KDG, 1815
35 Standard-bearer, Life Guards, 1973 O
36 Standard-bearer, Blues & Royals, 1973

O

Oo000oooo

Set 4 56 Pipe-major, Black Watch, 1975 a
37 Drummer, R Regt of Wales, 1973 [T 57 Officer, 30th Foot, 1742 a
38 Private, 19th Foot, 1873 o 58 Sailor, Royal Navy, 1975 & 4
39 Piper, 25th Foot, 1770 m] 59 Paratrooper, Parachute Regt, 1975 O
40 Guardsman, Welsh Guards, 1973 [m] 60 Private, Company of Artificers, 1772 O

41 Mounted trooper, Life Guards, 1973 O
42 Goat-major, R Regt of Wales, 1973 O Set 6

43 Drum-major, Royal Marines, 1973 O 61 4 RM in Zeebrugge raid, 23 Apr 1918
44 Officer, Royal Jersey Militia, 1772 O m]
45 Drum-major, Staffordshire Regt, 1972 62 RM Bde in Belgium, Aug 1914 o
O 63 RM and Light Inf changing sentries,
46 Officer, R Irish Rangers, 1972 0 1855 m}
47 Drum-horse, Life Guards, 1972 O 64 RM commandos, 1944 u]
48 Airman, Queen’s Colour Sqn RAF, 65 Marine marksman, 1799 o
1973 o 66 RM bugler, 1973 o
67 Officer of Marines, 1799 a
Set § 68 RM at Battle of Tamaii, 13 Mar 1884 O
49 Officer, 39th Foot, 1757 m] 69 Grenadier, Villier's Marines, Gibraltar,
50 Drum-major, Welsh Guards, 1976 O 24 July 1704 a
51 Private, 41st Foot, 1854 a 70 RM landing craft deckhand, D-Day,
52 Drum-major, Scots Guards, 1975 O 1944 o
53 Private, 24th Foot, 1879 0 71 RM Forces Volunteer Reserve, 1948 [
54 Fusilier, R Regt of Fusiliers, 1976 O 72 RM at capture of Oswego, 5 May 1814
55 Officer, 23rd Foot, 1854 a (|

continued overleaf, p
35
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Drum-major, Royal Marines, 1973
Officer, King's Troop, RHA, 1972
Officers, 13th/18th Royal Hussars, 1922
Officer, Royal Artillery, 1772

Private, Company of Artificers, 1772
Drum horse, Life Guards, 1972

Drum horse, Blues and Royals, 1972
Paratrooper, Parachute Regt, 1975
Mounted sentry, Life Guards, 1974
Mounted sentry, Blues and Royals, 1974
Pipe-major, Black Watch, 1975

SOLDIER PRINT
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12 Drum-major, Queen’s Regiment, 1974

13 Fusilier, Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, 1975
14 Private, 41st (Welch Regiment), 1854

15 Drum-major, Welsh Guards, 1975

16 Standard-bearer, Blues and Royals, 1973
17 Drum-major, Scots Guards, 1975

18 Sailor, Royal Navy, 1975

19 Piper, Ulster Defence Regiment, 1975

20 Standard-bearer, Life Guards, 1973

21 Drummer, Royal Anglian Regiment, 1974
22 Private, 24th (South Wales Borderers), 1879

Full colour lithographs
by Charles Stadden
(16 % 11 ins, 405 278 mm)
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Minimum order two prints. Any two prints, £1.10 (UK/BFPO), £1.16 (elsewhere); three, £1.60/£1.66; four,
£2.15/£2.20; five, £2.65/£2.71; six, £3.06/£3.08: seven, £3.56/£3.56; eight, £4.08/£4.10; nine, £4.66/£4.68; ten,
£5.16/£5.18; eleven, £5.68/£5.73; twelve, £6.12/£6.16; thirteen, £6.62/£6.66; fourteen, £7.12/£7.12; fifteen, £7.64/
£7.66; sixteen, £8.16/£8.20; seventeen, £8.74/£8.80; eighteen, £9.18/£9.26; nineteen, £9.68/£9.76; twenty, £10.18/
£10.28; twenty-one £10.70/£10.90; twenty-two, £11.20/£11.40.

: UK BFPO  Elsewhere
PEWTER FIGURES by Charles Stadden 80mm scale. £8.00 O f745 O £8.15 O
1GG/1 Grenadier, First Regiment of Foot Guards, 1735 [J: 2SG/1 Private, Light Company, Third Regiment of Foot Guards, 1828 [J; 3PR/ Private,
Parachute Regiment, 1974 [J; 4CG/1 Private, Light Company, Coldstream Regiment of Foot Guards, 1815 [J: 5FG/1 Grenadier & Pied, La Garde
Impériale, 1815 [1; 6FH/1 Trooper, 1st Regiment of Hussars, La Garde Impériale, 1815 [J; 7CL/1 Private, winter dress, American Continental Line,
1776 [J; 8CG/1 Grenadier, Coldstream Regiment of Foot Guards, 1776 [J; 9QR/1 Officer, Queen Dowager’s Regiment of Foot, 1680 [J; 10Private,
internal security dress*; 11—; 12NJ/1 Private, 3rd New Jersey Regiment, 1777 [; 13SG/1 Pipe-major, 2nd Battalion, Scots Guards, 1937 [J;
14ES/1 Sergeant, 31st Regiment of Foot, 1840 [1; 15GG/1 Private, Grenadier Guards, 1839 [1; 16FG/1 Chasseur, La Garde Impériale [J; 17RS/1
Private, Battalion Company, Royal Sussex Regiment, 1775 [J; 18WM/1 Drummer, 57th Regiment of Foot, 1811 [J; 19LG/1 NCO, Life Guards,
dismounted in Queen's review guard order[]: 20RM/1 Drummer, Royal Marines, 1976 [J; 21RM/2 Royal Marine Commando, 1976 [I; 22RM/3
Officer, Duke of York and Albany’s Maritime Regiment of Foot, 1664 (J; 23MP/1 Sergeant, Royal Military Police, 1977 OI; 24TB/1 Ensign of The
Buffs, 1811 [J; 25WK/1 Private, Royal West Kent Regiment, Kohima, 1943 OJ; 26PL/1 Captain, Princess Louise's Highlanders, 1890 O; 27GJ/
Bugler, Royal Green Jackets, 1977 [J; 28MC/1 Officer, Royal Marine Corps, 1775 [J; 29RM/1 Private, Royal Marines, 1805 (J; 30RM/1
Colour-sergeant, Royal Marine Light Infantry, 1868 (J; 31AS/1 Pipe-major, Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders, 1977 O; 32L111 Bugler, Light Infantry,.
1977 O; 33BR/1 NCO, The Blues and Royals, 1978 [J; 34GR/1 Piper, 6th QEO Gurkha Rifles, 1977 0.
*Available, with appropriate dress differences, for following corps/regiments: T0UQR/1 Queen's Regiment [J; 10USG/2 Scots Guards [J;
10URA/3 Royal Anglian [J; 10UDG/4 4th/7th Dragoon Guards [J; 10UCG/5 Coldstream Guards [J; 10URF/6 1st Battalion, Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers [J; 10URF/7 2nd Battalion, RRF []: 10URF/8 3rd Battalion, RRF [J; 10UAS/9 Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders [J; 10URT/10 1st Royal
Tank Regiment [J; 10UL/11 Life Guards [1: TOURH/12 15th/19th Royal Hussars [J; 10UGG/13 Grenadier Guards [J; 10URA/14 Royal Artillery [J;
10UCR/15 Cheshire Regiment [J; 10UCR/16 A Company, Cheshire Regiment [J; 10UCR/17 B Company, Cheshire Regiment [1: 1T0UCR/18 C
Company, Cheshire Regiment [J; 1T0UCR19 S Company, Cheshire Regiment [J; 10UWF/20 Royal Welch Fusiliers [J; T0URL/21 9th/12th Royal
Lancers [J; 10UWG/22 Welsh Guards [J: 10UHL/23 Royal Highland Fusiliers [J; 10ULR/24 Queen’s Lancashire Regiment [J; 10URS/25 Royal
Signals [J; 10URE/26 Royal Engineers (J: 10UGJ/27 Royal Green Jackets []; 10UBR/28 King’s Own Royal Border Regiment [J; 10UGH/29 Green

and Mechanical Engineers [J; T0URO/34 Royal Army Ordnance Corps [J; 10UBW/35 Black Watch [I: 10UUR/36 Ulster Defence Regiment [J;
10URE/37 Royal Engineers (combat) CI; 10URT/38 3rd Royal Tank Regiment CJ; 10URH/39 Royal Hampshire Regiment [; 10URCT/40 Royal

-

Corps of Transport 00; 10UWR/41 Duke of Wellington's Regiment [J; 10URS/42 Royal Scots [J; 10URL/43 17th/21st Lancers [J; 10UQR/44

Queen’s Regiment (Londonderry) [J; 10ULI/45 Light Infantry (combat) [J.

SOLDIER PRINT SOCIETY REGIMENTAL EVENT PRINTS (First edition) by Charles Stadden

(15 x 8 ins, 380 x 203 mm)
1 The Highland Light Infantry — Gibraltar 1777
2 The 31st (East Surrey) Regiment — Sobraon 1846
3 Coldstream Guards — Capture of Gibraltar 1704

SOLDIER Print Society members may order the above three prints at the special price of £1.35 (BFPO/UK), £1.45 (elsewhere). When members’
orders have been met, these prints will be available to non-members at £1.75/£1.75.

Join SOLDIER Print Society and order any three of the Charles Stadden prints listed above at the special introductory price of £1.20 (UK/BFPO),
£1.30 (elsewhere). You have then only to agree to take a further six prints during the following 12 months. And you may also join now and at the
same time order the set of first edition regimental event prints listed above.
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A helping hand towards Civvy Street

JOBS ON THE CARD

MAJOR EWEN MACINTOSH bent over a
machine on his desk. He had a small marked
card in his hand. Into the machine went the
card — there was a whirring noise and half a
minute later seven different cards were spat
out.

What Major MacIntosh was demonstrat-
ing was the latest automatic aid to the Army
in finding jobs for those returning to civilian
life. Called a high speed card selection
device, it matches up men and jobs rather in
the same way as a computer dating service
claims to find your most suitable partner.

During those 30 seconds the machine had
sorted through 220 cards — each represent-
ing an officer or senior non-commisioned
officer whose departure from the Army was
pending. Each card is marked with relevant
details such as age, salary required, qualifi-
cations and so on — in this case only seven
had been found to be suitable for that
particular job.

Major MacIntosh and his machine sit high
in London’s Empress State Building as part
of the Army Resettlement Employment
Liaison Cell. He has a job bank and a man
bank and the machine can read 600 cards in
a minute with 240 variables.

No wonder Colonel Jock Moffatt, who
heads the Resettlement Branch for the Direc-
tor of Army Education, declares: “This is a
great step forward for the Resettlement Ser-
vice which should benefit everyone.”

The Army takes resettlement very seri-
ously these days. Colonel Moffat explains
the current reasoning: “We have an obliga-
tion as a good employer to prepare people
for a second career and to assist them in
finding a job when they go out. And there
are good reasons why we should do this in
the Army’s interests — recruiting should
benefit from people knowing that they are
going to get every possible assistance in the
transition to civilian life. In fact we are
finding that people at the Army careers
information offices are saying that they are
considering joining up but want to know
what the Army will do to help them prepare
for a second career when they leave.”
“"Nothing is left to chance. It is compulsory
for every soldier who has served for six or
more years to be interviewed about what he
intends to do on his return to ‘civvy street.’
Eighteen months before he is due to go out
he has an interview and a second six months
before leaving the Army.

For officers and warrant officers the
interviews are by a lieutenant-colonel in the
Royal Army Educational Corps and an
expert from the Professional Executive
Recruitment Section of the Manpower Ser-
vices Commission. The interviews are not
compulsory for officers but three-quarters of
them do make use of the service.

Sergeants and below are interviewed by
an RAEC major who, in the United King-
dom, is accompanied by a representative of
the Employment Services Division of the
Manpower Services Commission.

There are six lieutenant-colonels carrying
out job interviews ‘and 36 majors, some
full-time and others part-time. They are

B
Nl all

available to give advice in the United King-
dom and Germany, and at regular intervals
elsewhere.

Before the interview the soldier fills in a
form outlining how he sees his future in
civilian life. He lists his qualifications, the
type of job he wants, his family circums-
tances and in which part of the country he
wants to live. At the actual interview he will
be encouraged to talk about these aspira-
tions and will be told if he is being too
ambitious or not ambitious enough. The
interview will also cover such things as
council houses or house purchase.

The Army runs a wide range of resettle-
ment courses both at the centres in Catterick
and Aldershot and elsewhere. There are also
one-day courses on particular industries,
courses on the techniques of applying for
jobs, courses held in and on particular reg-
ions of the country and many others.

Until the employment cell started about
three years ago, the Army did not involve
itself in helping people to get jobs when they
went out — apart from holding resettlement
courses and issuing vacancy circulars.

Said Colonel Moffatt: “We felt there was
still a massive area left untapped. There
were many industries which did not
appreciate the skills and quantities of people
leaving the Services. This was at least partly
because the older people in management had
an image of the Army of perhaps 20 or 30
years ago while the younger people in per-
sonnel had never been in the Services at all.”

Lieutenant-Colonel John Duncan, of the
Army Resettlement Employment Liaison

e
Above: Major MacIntosh and card machine.

Cell, said it was tasked to create an aware-
ness in industry and commerce of the skills,
qualities and experience of people leaving
the forces. It acted as a focal point to bring
together potential employee with potential
employer.

Colonel Duncan said that details obtained
at the interviews six months before a man
was due to leave the Army were fed unto
what was basically a job matching service.
For officers and senior non-commissioned
officers the card matching machine would
match up within certain guidelines although
the final decision on a man’s suitability
rested firmly with the employment officers
and ultimately with the man and his pros-
pective boss.

Colonel Moffat told SOLDIER that in the
first two years of operation, results had been
encouraging. From 1700 companies ranging
from multi-national giants to small family
businesses, a total of 4500 vacancies had
been disseminated. Where servicemen
applied, the success rate for placing was
about 60 per cent, which was high.

Today’s Serviceman may be in his early
forties at retirement and never have been for
a job interview — having joined up straight
from school. From an isolated and special-
ised military life he is to be thrown into the
cauldron of the commercial world with its
profit motive and complex industrial rela-

tions. To see that this transition takes place
smoothly and beneficially is the job of the

Army resettlement people.
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Ford Capri.
The way to see some action overseas.

The new Capri is the way to make
the most out of your posting abroad.

Few cars in the world better
demonstrate the difference between driving,
and just motoring.

And with Ford’s special concessionary
terms for the forces overseas, nothing on four
wheels can touch it for value.

But that’s not all. Export a new Capri
from the UK and you’ll find all the red tape is
taken care of. Ford even looks after the

S ippinﬁ. _

Then, wherever you travel in the future,
you'll benefit from a servicing and parts supply
network that leaves most other manufacturers
standing.

For the full story of our service to the
forces, write to Ford Personal Import Export
Limited, 8 Balderton Street, London W1Y 2BN or
phone 01-493 4070. When it comes to personal

export, you’ll find no one knows the

drill better than us.
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Meet the Inspector-General

SINCE SPRING of this year the Territorial
Army Volunteer Reserve has had an
Inspector-General — Lieutenant-General
Sir Peter Hudson. It was the first appoint-
ment of its kind — and now the general has
had time for a long, cool look at the Reserve
Army, what does he think? He gave his
views in this interview for SOLDIER.

General Hudson has been Deputy
Commander-in-Chief United Kingdom
Land Forces since March 1977. Among his
responsibilities in this post is keeping a
watch on Army training throughout the
United Kingdom; included in this brief are
the field forces and the Logistic Support
Group, both with many Volunteer units.

Now, as Inspector-General TAVR, Gen-
eral Hudson has additional responsibilities.
He is the focal point at HQ UKLF, at
Wilton near Salisbury, for all TAVR
matters and maintains a close liaison with the
Director of Volunteers, Territorials and
Cadets at the Ministry of Defence. Heaims to
strengthen the links between the Regular
and Territorial armiesand so further the ‘One
Army’ concept. He represents UKLF on the
advisory committee of the TAVR. And he
will build up on the close relationships which
exist between the Regular Army and the
TAVR associations.

“This is a fundamental change,” he says.
“It means our Volunteer reserves are no
longer independent formations, raised and
progressively strengthened to fight in long
wars. They are now trained and equipped to
be mobilised and deployed in this country or
overseas within days to complete the order
of battle of Regular field formations — and
to fight with them from the moment the
battle begins.”

Genera} Hudson accepts that Regulars
and reservists differ in many characteristics.
“But,” he says, ‘“they have equal status
when it comes to allocation of operational,
logistic and training priorities.

“Many of our problems lie with the
TAVR infantry. I believe that eventually all
TAVR battalions should have an establish-
ment similar to that of Regular battalions.
This need not be identical but should allow
for TAVR battalions — including those
earmarked for operations within the UK —
to be the same ‘shape’ as Regular battalions,
with battalion headquarters, HQ company,

. support wing and, desirably, four rifle com-

panies. Moreover, when given the same role
as a Regular battalion, a TAVR battalion
should have the same type and scale of
equipment.”’

General Hudson is concerned that some
TAVR barttalions are spread over wide areas
with companies located many miles apart.
“This leads to problems of command and
manning. We must try gradually to reduce
these difficulties.

“Another urgent problem is the loss of
many valuable men and women — the need
to reduce the annual TAVR wastage from
the present figure of nearly 30 per cent to at
least below 20 per cent.” Because of this the
Shapland Report was called for and presented
to the Ministry of Defence Advisory Com-
mittee on the TAVR in July. It will be seen
historically as the key to subsequent im-
provements in the conditions of service and
overall ¢ffectiveness of the TAVR. Itis hoped
that many of the report’s recommendations
will be implemented next year.

The inspector-general lists other priorities
as the need for increased publicity and the
winning of strong support throughout the
country, the revision of pay and bounties, a
quick decision on whether or not to rename
the TAVR, and the need for new time-
saving training aids to improve the effec-
tiveness of drill nights.

General Hudson says he is acutely aware
of the main issues facing the TAVR and
what needs to be done for the future. Aware,
too, that the TAVR is raised and maintained
‘territorially’ by the associations, a fact
which he believes is not always fully
appreciated.

One immediate problem is that although
many people currently use the phrase ‘One
Army,’ not all are clear what is meant by it.
“We must make the concept both under-
stood and effective. Rising defence costs —
particularly those directly related to the
soldier, like pay and accommodation — are
forcing every nation to rely more and more
on reserve forces for their national security
and defence treaty obligations.

“Scandinavian countries and West Ger-
many talk of ‘Total Defence.” The United
States refer to the ‘Total Army.” We call it
‘One Army.’ These all imply the integration

Below: Visiting 4th (V) Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets, the Inspector-General prepares
to fire an 84mm Carl Gustav anti-tank weapon.

of volunteer reserves and regular forces to
form one army of two complementary and
interdependent elements which are mutually
supporting to the extent that the one cannot
be formed into a balanced fighting force
without the other.

“Present policy gives the Volunteer
reserves a major role to play in the defence
of our country. We have to find the balance
between making sure they are properly
trained and demanding so much of them
that they run the danger of becoming over-
whelmed. We must give them clear training
objectives and see that they have the right
kit to do the job.

“The enthusiasm and ability are there for
all to see. But the critical factor is time —
the spare time a Volunteer can reasonably
give to military training. We must see that it
is profitably used.”

For all Territorials, General Hudson has
this message: “I have visited many TAVR
units and have never failed to find that all
those qualities of service and military prow-
ess for which the TA has been famed
through two world wars and right up to the
present day have been maintained — and
indeed are often surpassed.

“I am honoured to be your inspector-
general. I will do all I can to bring about the
improvements we all know are needed in
organisation, equipment, training and pay.
And I will try to reduce the administrative
load, which now takes up too much of your
valuable time, so that you may concentrate
on the really essential thing — military
training.”

son, who is 55, was commissioned
into The Rifle Brigade in 1944. He has
served at regimental duty and in staff
appointments in England, Northern
Ireland, Cyprus, Germany and Nor-
way, and was mentioned in
despatches on operations in Kenya
and Malaya.

His connection with the Territorial
Army began in 1952 when he
became adjutant of the London Rifle
Brigade Rangers for two years. From
1973 to 1975, as GOC Eastern Dis-
trict, he was closely involved with
Volunteers of many arms and ser-
vices.

Lieutenant-General Sir Peter Hud- |
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BRAVING
THE
OGEAN
WAVES

WE HAD BEEN fighting the gale all day,
forcing our way towards Ushant through
waves that came at us relentlessly. Every
other wave hissed, curled its fist and
smashed down on the deck in a flurry of
spiteful spray.

Nearly everyone was seasick. We had only
just cleared Gosport and had no time to find
our sea legs. Those on watch sailed the boat,
tried to avoid the worst of the spray and
made unending hot drinks and salty butties.
Those off watch lay on their bunks and
pretended to sleep. We were all tired and it
showed . . . only the wind stayed fresh.

There were the usual alarms and excur-
sions. Shipping lanes to be crossed and
recrossed as we worked slowly down the
Channel. Fishing boats without lights to be
avoided . .. somehow. And, every hour,
putting on the headphones and tuning into
impersonal radio beacons for a fix.

The gale was to last another day and a
half. Thirty-six hours with Ushant never
seeming any nearer and then, almost with-
out noticing it we were through, officially
into the Bay of Biscay. We saw nothing of
Ushant. The last land we had seen and
identified was Portland Bill. There was a
rumoured sighting of Start Point but that
rain-shrouded hump could have been any-
where wishful thinking wanted.

Enough of the Channel. We were busy
laying out our defences for the coming battle
with Biscay, home of gales and nasty
weather.

Biscay and becalmed! Standing to, we
were ready for more gales and instead found
. we were having to decide whether or not to

switch on the engine and disturb the peace.
It was unbelievable and better luck than we
deserved. We had a timetable to keep and
exercises wait for no man. There was no
time to be wasted loitering in the Bay. We
swung the engine into life.

People surfaced and looked at the sun in
amazement. The smell of cooking reminded
everyone you could do more with food than
bring it up. Lines were rigged and wet
clothing and sleeping bags strung out to dry.

.Fee_t, freed from seaboots, showed their
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pallid toes the light of day. The duty free

was brought out of the heads and tasted.
The Ambre Solaire was broached and tan

hunting began in earnest.

Dolphins, amazed at this unnautical
sight, surfaced in threes and dived away

shaking their heads. It had not been like this
in Drake’s time. What was the world com-
ing to?

For the first time the sextant was brought
out in earnest. Amazingly it worked. Or

rather the sums worked out though taking

the sights had their own touch of comedy. It
was just possible to’see the horizon on the
top of the swell and then only for a second.
Was it on? Yes? No? Yes? Try again. This
was something textbooks fail to mention.

On the morning of the fifth day, land
appeared. The committee agreed it was
Spain. A show of hands said it was the
north-west corner of Spain and finally it was
unanimously agreed to be Corunna. We went
in. It was Corunna.

Corunna is an emotive word to Green Jack-
ets. A visit there could not go unmarked.
Carried lovingly through the tempest was a
specially made plaque commemorating the
retreat to Corurna during the Peninsular
War. This was to be presented to the Mayor
of Corunna, which meant bringing out care-
fully hidden suits.

We were almost at the Town Hall before
anyone remembered the plaque. It was still
in its well-padded box aboard ‘Soldier’ — a
fast sprint and the plaque arrived on time.
The presentation went well. The mayor
received his plaque and, in turn, presented a
model of a local landmark to the regiment
and gave each crew member a memento of
their visit. Time for photographs and off to
the tomb of Sir John Moore to lay a wreath.

This is in a small, beautiful garden over-
lopking the town. In the centre is the simple
stone tomb. Between the crew and Sir John
Moore stood generations of riflemen all pay-
ing their tribute. It was worth the gale.

Time to leave. Off with suits, on with
jeans and away. Lazy sailing, The gentle
wind effortlessly carried the spinnaker by
day and slept at night while we motored.
Finisterre, a name from the shipping fore-
casts, slid by in a calm pocked by patches of
wind. It was idyllic. Fishing boats of all
shapes and sizes abounded, each with their
own idea of the proper signals to be carried.
All were treated as hostile. Even on the edge
of the main channel into Lisbon a boat was
laying nets. Since we were sorting out a
minor hassle on the engine he was less than
funny.

Lisbon lies along the River Tagus like a

drowning man hanging on to a straw. Itisa ~

city of tremendous bustle. Everyone is going
somewhere . . . fast. Old cars, old trams and
old buses race along the streets and posters
on every corner seemed to announce a dif-
ferent revolution on every day of the week.

The sail to Cadiz was a return to peace.

Those off watch sunbathed, read and slept.
Those on watch sunbathed. At Cape St

Vincent, a monument to the battle between
land and sea, we turned right and strolled

along the Algarve before anghn’ g towards

Cadiz.
It looked as though we would arrive just
before dawn. No problem, it was an easy

entrance. Lights were reportedoommsup ik
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fast astern. Fishing boats?
“That first one looks like a warship,” I
risked announcing.

“Yes,” agreed Leo, who had the binos.

I wiped the spray from my glasses.

“The second looks like a warship as
well.”

“You don’t get many civilian aircraft car-
riers,” said Leo in his capacity as naval
liaison officer.

Deflated, I turned to the problem of
avoiding the American Navy. They were

-making for Rota and on our present course

we would disappear under the first warship
— a permanent dipping of colours. We were
in open water. There was no doubt in our
minds that under sail we had right of way,
but did the Yanks play the same rules? We
waited in hope and gybed in disappointment
to gain some room and then gybed again to
slip under the uncaring bows of the aircraft
carrier. We did not dip.

Cadiz is unique. The oldest city in Spain,
it is built on a low spit of land barely half a
mile wide. It is a city of a thousand alley-
ways. Each is just wide enough to take a car
and all are crowded, noisy and hot. A tourist
brochure delight but not a place to stay.

From Cadiz to Gibraltar is just over sixty
miles, a day’s hop. We left in the afternoon,
expecting to arrive early the next morning to
hand over to The Queen’s Regxment to take
‘Soldier’ on to Malta.

Once clear of Cadiz the wind died and the
engine came alive. Trafalgar, a miserable
spit of land despite its romantic associations,

appeared; beyond were the lights of Africa.

It was a funny feeling to realise we had sailed
to another continent.

‘As we turned into the Strait of Gibraltar

the lights of Tangier became m’ble ‘The

wind put in an appearance, hﬁdwmd-j
Levanter from the east, bu for all that it
would allow us to sail into Gab Itqulck!y_

the mast swung not too gently from the
crosstrees. Spray was everywhere and the
deck was heaving around like a drunk trying
to prove he was sober.

Two and a half hours to drag in reluctant
sails, tame randy shrouds and lash the
remnants of mast in a mesh of lines. Every-
thing was clear except for the topping lift
which had disappeared under the hull in a
great, unmoveable loop. No amount of pul-
ling would persuade it to come in. If we.
started the engine there was a good chance it
would foul the prop. Disaster loomed. More
heaving. This way. That way. Nothing.

We had to get underway before we made
an unintended landfall on Coney Island.
Hobson’s choice. The engine was flashed up
and put into gear with all fingers crossed.
There was no shudder, banging or unusual
noises. We had power and jumped from the
frying pan to the fire in one magnificent
leap.

The problem was simple. We were thirty
miles from Gib and used three-quarters of a
gallon an hour. There were 16 gallons in the
tank and every other wave stopped us dead,
giving us a maximum speed of just under
one knot. Then the radio chose this as the
best time to go AWOL and passing ships
behaved as though dismasted yachts were
beneath comment. Like it or not, we were
on our own.

We went north into Tarifa Bay, taking the
waves beam on and rolling alarmingly. The
remains of the mast did not like it but like all
broken bullies it went no further than blus-
ter. Safely tucked up in the lee of Tarifa, we
tidied up the wreckage, had a hot meal,
sunbathed and watched the topless beauties
on the beach. By evening the wind had died
and we crept out tomhuggmgthemst
until Gib came into sight.

Four hundred wdssaonommdem,j p

fleet tender came alongside. We would have
hved_;ohmwenthzmmner._..mg
“We'll escort you in,” called ]
: lmm j




T

‘At Ease’ sweatshirtsareb ully
made leisure wear in fleec¥-lined

100% cotton material 8nd are
available with or without the hood
and pockets. They come with your

regimental badge permanently
printed on the left breast in whita
or dark biue depending on the shirt
colour selected. To order, just
indicate in the coupon below;
preferred colour, size, type of
sweat shirt (standard or hooded]
and badge number (from the
chart) and enclose the appropriate
payment (cheque, money /postal
order, cash).
CUSTOM PRINTED
At Unit or Company level, sweat
shirts are available printed with
your own specific design. Just
supply a drawing (it need only be
rough) for our Art Department to
work to and we will print it on
your sweat shirts at no extra charge
{minimum order 36 shirts). Please
supply size, colour, shirt type
information for quantity orders
on a separate sheet. A brochure
is available on request.
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MILLSHORE DESIGNS LTD 90 Wellington St., Kettering, Northants. Telephone: 0536 82483

[Shirt Colour

Made in our U.K.
‘factory

NOW AVAILABLE
‘AT EASE’' T-SHIRTS
WHITE WITH DARK
BLUE PRINT SIZES —
S.. M. L. PRICE £2.75
STATE SIZE AND
BADGE REQUIRED

1. Life Guards. 2. Blues and Royals. 3. Royal Horse
Artiflery. 4. Queen's Dragoon Guards. 5. Royal
Scofs Dragoon Guards. 6. 4th/7th Royal Dragoon
Gugrds. 7. 5th Rayal Inniskiiling Dragoon Guards
8. Queen’s Own Hussars. 8, Queen’s Royal Irish
Husgsars. 10. 9th/12th Royal Lancers. 11. Royal
Hussars. 12. 13th/18th Roval Hussars. 13. 14th/
20th King's Hussars. 14. 15th/19th King's Royal
Hussars. 15. 16th/Sth Queen’s Rayal Lancers
16. 17th/2151 Lancers. 17. Royal Tank Regiment
18. Royal Artillery. 19. Royal Engineers. 20. Royal
Signals. 21, Grenadier Guards. 22. Coldsteam Guards
23, Scots Guards, 24, Irish Guards. 25. Welsh Guards.
26. Royal Scots, 27. Queen’s Regiment. 2B. King's
Own Royal Border Regiment. 29. Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers. 30. King's Regiment. 31, Royal Anglian
Regiment. 32. Devonshire and Dorset Regiment
33. Light Infantry. 34. Prince of Wales's Own Regi
ment of Yorkshire. 36. Green Howards. 36. Royal
Highland Fusiliers. 37. Cheshire Regiment. 38. Royal
Wetch Fusitiers=39. Royal Regiment of Wales
40. King's Own Scottish Borderers. 41. Royal Irish
Rangers. 42. Gloucestershire Regiment. 43. Warcester
shire and Sherwooed Foresters Regiment. 44. Queen's
Lancashire Regiment. 45. Duke of Wellington's
Regiment. 46. Royal Hampshire Regiment
47. Staffordshire Regiment. 48. Black Watch
49. Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment. 50. Queen's
Own Highlanders. 51. Gordan Highlanders. 52 Argyil
and Sutherland Highlanders. 53. Parachute Regiment.
54. Brigade of Gurkhas 55. Royal Green Jackets
56. Special Air Service Regiment. 57, Army Air Corps
58. Royal Army Chaplain's Dept. 59. Royal Corps of
Transport. 0. Royal Army Medical Corps. 61. Royal
Army Ordnance Corps. 62. Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers. 63. Royal Military Police
64. Royal Army Pay Corps. 65. Royal Army Vererinary
Corps. 66. RMA Band Corps. 67. Small Arms Schaal
Corps. 68. Military Provast Staff Corps. 69. Royal
Army Educatiénal Corps. 70. Royal Army Deptal
Corps. 71. Royal Pioneer Corps. 72. Intelligence
Corps. 73. Army Physical Training Corps
74. Army Catering Carps. 76, General
Service Corps. 76. Queen Alexandra’s
Royal Army Nursing Corps. 77. Women's
Rayal Army Corps

Shirt Size Shirt Type Badge no e
| Indicate in boxes Tick in box size Tick in box type Approp.
1st & 2nd pref. required required chart no. | Ad et
1
Maroon Small (34") Standard [
£6.50 each
Navy ; it
Medium (38"') With hood
Sky Blue : ) & pockets
| Yeliow Large (42”) | £9.50 each




MILITARY
MUSEUMS

7.1

THE

SHERWOOD FORESTERS

NOTTINGHAM Castle appropriately
houses the main regimental display of The
Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and
Derbyshire Regiment) but there are also
secondary displays in Derby and Newark
museums.

In the castle, a splendid group of 45th and
95th shakos is complemented by a fine array
of dress which includes a range of Sherwood
Foresters uniforms from 1881 to 1914; the
scarlet uniform of Ensign George Mac-
Donell, killed on a scaling ladder at the siege
of Badajoz; a colour-sergeant’s shell jacket; a
Notts Militia officer’s coatee and a Derby-
shire Militia officer’s mess kit.

Two leather-bound notebooks contain
regimental orders of the period when the
45th served in North America, an ornate
18th century powder horn and a 1745
flintlock pistol are among a group of rare
exhibits, while powder and shot measuring
ladles (1850-60), a bullet mouild of 1840 and
a mid-19th century wooden button stick also
command attention.

Two Colour belts carried by the 95th
throughout the campaign rank high among
Crimean relics. These also include a Russian
sword found on the battefield at Inkerman,
a Russian side drum taken at the Alma and,
rather unexpectedly, a Russian bootjack.
Among Colours hanging in the museum are
the Regimental Colour of the 95th, later 2nd
Battalion, The Sherwood Foresters, carried
throughout the Crimean War and Indian
Mutiny; remnants of the Colour borne by
the 45th from 1819 to 1839; and the King’s
and Regimental Colours carried by the 45th
from 1839 to 1881.

The insignia and uniforms of General Sir
‘Horace Smith-Dorrien, Colonel of the
Regiment from 1905 to 1930, are shown
alongside letters he wrote to his mother
when commanding the 1st Barttalion during
the Boer War. In a fine collection of some
1400 medals there are eight Victoria Crosses
won by Foresters, a 14-bar Military General
Service Medal awarded for service in the
Peninsular War to Sergeant ] Nixon, and an
impressive series of Crimean War medals
with bars for Alma, Balaclava, Inkerman,
Sevastopol and Azoff (Naval).

A rare collection of regimental badges and
shoulder plates is displayed near an assem-
bly of firearms and swords of different types
and dates.

World War One mementoes abound.
Typical are a 1914 stick grenade, a Mark I
Mills bomb, an operational map sent by
carrier pigeon during the third battle of

. Ypres, a German soldier’s mug and water
bottle, German bayonets, egg bombs, wire
cutters and a sub-machine gun.

A special case has been set aside to com-
memorate Captain Albert Ball, an honoured
son of Nottingham and one of the top three
British air aces of World War One. His
Victoria Cross and other medals, including a
DSO and two bars, French Legion of Hon-
our and the Russian Order of Saint George,
are shown alongside more personal items
such as his wrist watch.

World War Two relics include an Italian
signal pistol and two Nazi daggers, one
ceremonial, the other with a saw-tooth edge.
Moving on to reminders of more recent
conflicts, from Malaya there are an air
despatch case and a Communist forage cap,
a carved Laotian tribal sword, a Russian
Simonov semi-automatic rifle with bayonet
attached and a primitive native-made gun
used by Mau Mau terrorists in Kenya.

No description of the Sherwood Foresters
museum would be complete without a
special reference to the regimental ram. The
head of Derby I, who marched more than
3000 miles with the 95th and was present in
six actions, has a place of honour. Nearby
are his dress coat with 45 battle honours
emblazoned on either side, his bell and India
Medal with clasp ‘Central India.” A replica
of the medal is worn by his successor on
ceremonial parades and since the amalgama-
tion with The Worcestershire Regiment the
ram mascot is on the strength of 1st Bat-
talion, The Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regiment.

From 1877 to 1963 the regimental depot
of the Foresters was at Normanton Bar-
racks, Derby, and it is appropriate that
uniforms, medals and various other items of
militaria are on display in a room of Derby
Municipal Museum. The third museum, at
Newark, houses the 8th (Territorial) Bat-
talion’s collection, covering its early days as
the Nottinghamshire Volunteers to more
modern times.

John Jesse
Curator: Major G E Dodd (Retd)
Address: Nottingham Castle
Friar Lane
Nottingham
Telephone: Nottingham 785516
Open: Monday to Sunday 1000 to
1745; from October to April
the museum closes at 1645
Closed: Christmas Day
Admission: Free
For sale: Sherwood Foresters historical
: booklet
To get there:  Short walk from Midland
Station.

Next month: The Wiltshire Regiment

FOR EXPORT

GARLAND MOTORS
OFFER

NEW SAAB 99 2 LITRES FROM

£3,547

Including Removatop glass
sunshine roof worth
£140.00

Cars for collection at Aldershot.
Call us today.
20, Waterloo Road,

ALDERSHOT
Tel: Aldershot 21056 & 21219

CENTRE

Do you qualify for tax free concessions
on a new BMW car or motorcycle?

Here, atour Park Lane showrooms, you'll find expert
advice and the full BMW range for your leisured
inspection and test drives. We keep formalities to a
minimum and place the emphasis on courtesy and
service. Ask us to deliver your chosen BMW any-
where intheworld: itshall be done. Nominate U.S.A.,
Australian or any other national specification: you
shall have il. Naturally you can select lefi or right
hand drive and there's a full 12 months unlimited
mileage warranty on all models. Before vou go
abroad, and whether you're a British national or
overseas resident, a visitor o Britain, a member of
NATO or the Diplomatic Corps., make BMW Park
Lane your first port of call.

Consult the specialists at Europe’s finest BMW Centre.

01-629 9277

& ==
PARH LANE

Name Bt s
Address

TelNo: Home: 3 Office:
laminterestedin. LHD [] RHD[]

Other

BMW Concessionaires GB Lid., §12
ExponDivision, Tourist, NATO & Diplomatic Sales
56 Park Lane. W.1. Telex 261360
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Inthepolice force
yow’ll see action everyday.

T e

Where else could you expect
to see action everyday-and,
what’s more, gethome to the wife
and family at the end of it?

In the West Midlands Police
you'd have a satisfying new

For the kind of comradeship
and security you're used to in
the services, no otherjob in
civvy street can compare. And in
the police force, remember,
you’ll have the latest modern
crime —-fighting equipment to
dothe job effectively.

career with all the variety and
excitement you need. As well as
the normal kind of lifestyle
you've always wanted.

As a police officer your
service training would prove
invaluable. That’s why the age
limit on joining is specially
extended to 40 for men and
women leaving the forces.

Please send me the free book.

Name

Address

|
|
|
|
|
|

West Midlands
Police

J_Toz ChiefInspector R. Cross, West Midlanids Police HQ, Birmingham B4 6NQ. _|

You must be 1842, physically fit, and men 172 cms
approx 5’ 734" or over; women 162 cms
approx 5’ 33" or over.

We can give you a new career
and a new type of training to
help you make the best possible
use of your greatest asset —
yourself. As well as providing
you with a realistic salary, a free
house of generous tax-free rent
allowance, regular hours with
overtime and excellent
prospects of promotion. .

But most of all we can offer
you a job that’s really worth
doing. So why not add your
weight to a force where your
strengths really would be
recognised and rewarded?




Letters

SOLDIER welcomes readers’ let-
ters. Publication is at the discretion
of the Editor. Anonymous letters are
not published.

SOLDIER cannot admit correspon-
dence on matters involving discipline
or promotion in a unit. Serving
readers should not ask for informa-
tion available within their units.

Korean veterans

We have just formed the National
Association of Korean War Veterans
(UK) and are looking for members
from the regiments and corps that
served in Korea from 1950 to 27 July
1953 and on policing duty. We also
need members to raise branches — a
London Branch has been formed and
its secretary can be contacted on
01-764 5470.
The association’s aims are to raise
funds for functions and to help
members who fall on hard times, or
members’ widows and children. We
plan to hold reunions, preferably
where members can spend a weekend
with their families.
As president, my own aim is to
record the fallen of the Korean War
with a plague on war memorials or,
. where there is no memorial, in
churches of the families’ choice. The
Korean War and its dead have been
forgotten except at the Royal British
Legion’s annual remembrance ser-
vices.
Our subscription is £1 a year and
donations too would be very wel-
come. — Graham A Granville, 200
Bath Road, Bridgwater, Somerset.

Back-and-sides
Three cheers for Mr Barber and his
views (Letters, August) on today’s
Army haircuts. In my National Ser-
vice days (1947-49), when our RSM
gave an order for an SB and S, the
unit barber really gave a ‘short back-
and-sides’ a good inch above the ears
all round. Excellent style though and
also good for morale.
No doubt the servicemen of today are
far more efficient with all the modern
machinery and equipment — if only
they would take more pride in their
appearance. You're doing an excel-
lent job, lads, and I’m not taking the
mickey when I say vou would look
ever so much smarter with much
-shorter hair. — B G Butcher, 31
Walpole Road, Boscombe,
Bournemouth, Dorset.

Redcoats

The author of your October article
(*‘Micks’ turn to ‘Toffees’) describes
men of the Irish Guards as very prop-
erly ‘exchanging their red tunics and
bearskins for bush hats and olive
green combat kit’ before starting a
month’s exercise in Ghana's King-
dom of Ashanti.

It may interest him and the guards-
men concerned to know that in 1895,
before taking part in the expedition
which deposed the tyrannical King
Prempeh of Ashanti, the men of 2nd
Battalion, The Prince of Wales’s
Own West Yorkshire Regiment,
were ordered to exchange the khaki
drill which they had previously worn
in Burma for thin red serge jackets
and blue trousers, the absorbent
qualities of which dress made it, in
the opinion of the authorities, a more
suitable garb for wear in the humid
climate of Ashanti.

The campaign included a march of
145 miles in each direction from Cape
Coast Castle (on the coast 90 miles
west of Accra) to Kumassi and back
which, according to one officer who
took part, lasted five weeks, one day
and 15 hours. It was probably the last
occasion on which British troops
wore scarlet on active service. — Maj
R F Tomlinson (Retd), Regimental
Secretary, Regimental Headquar-
ters, The Prince of Wales’s Own
Regiment of Yorkshire, Imphal Bar-
racks, York, YO1 4HD.

Fireman's view

As an ex-Regular but a serving fire-
man, I cannot let the remarks on pay
and conditions in the October letters
go without comment. Certainly the
lads on the streets of Belfast deserve a
substantial pay increase and a good
case could be made for combat pay.
But what about the corporal in Ger-
many on £40 a week with local over-
seas allowance, duty free drink,
cigarettes, car and petrol, plus a mas-
sively subsidised flat or house — all
paid for by the taxpayer. I defy any
soldier in Germany to say that he
does not bank most of his LOA or
alternatively spend it on expensive
music centres and other electrical
‘goodies’ — which was the vogue
during my service there.

I have no axe to grind with the Army.
I enjoyed my nine vears and know
the British Army to be one of the
finest — one day it will prove to be
the steadiest in Europe. Pay has

always been a sore point with the
Services. It seemed with the intro-
duction of the military salary that the
problem had been solved but obvi-
ously pay has lagged lamentably since
then. The Services deserve better and
I hope they get it but, please, no
more whining or snide remarks
against the firemen.

One final point. Since the Northern
Ireland troubles started in 1969,
more than 70 firemen have been
killed on duty. The Regular fire ser-
vice is one-sixth the size of the Regu-
lar Army. — Robert Kennelly, 18
Ffordd Gerdinan, Tonteg, Church
Village, Mid-Glamorgan.

Biarritz wing

The ‘In Parliament’ feature in the
September News reported that Baro-
ness Ward asked in the House of
Lords whether the ‘academic institu-
tion set up in the south of France
after the last war to which members
of the armed forces of the United
Kingdom still exists; or if not, when
was it disbanded?’

Since no official answer was forth-
coming, I wrote to Lady Ward to say
that the establishment to which she
referred was evidently the Biarritz
wing of the All-American Army Uni-
versity — the other wing being
located at Shrivenham. It was opened
in the autumn of 1945 with 50 British
officers and men among the students.
By December the number of vacan-
cies for British servicemen had been
reduced to 30 but, in case any readers
are anxious to apply for a place, the
establishment closed early in 1946.
It was somewhat similar to our own
formation colleges and I included a
brief account of it in a thesis which I
wrote a few years ago on these col-
leges. Although a copy of this work
can be found in the archives at
Beaconsfield, it is hardly surprising
that the Royal Army Educational
Corps could not find the information
when approached on the original
question since there would be no
reason to connect the two types of
institutions as we had no such college
anywhere in France. — Lieut-Col C
P Love RCT(V), Marymede, 27
Ryeworth Road, Cheltenham,
GL52 6LG.

‘38 to '78

Oh dear, oh dear — ‘Mercenary’
(Letters, October) really has some
axe to grind. Perhaps I might be
allowed to balance the argument a bit
and tell a few ‘truths’ about the Army
of 1978.

First, ‘Mercenary’ talks about the
Northern Ireland situation with, alas,
ignorance of Irish history. Would the
Army of 1938 have tolerated being
spat on, he asks. No, it didn’t, and
the British withdrawal in 1921 after
bloodshed and world pressure left
quite a legacy — an embittered and
divided people. The situation will not
be solved by force, either by the IRA
or brigades of mercenaries.

He complains about our role. Is not
the Army’s role to do the will of its
political masters? Was this not
understood when ‘Mercenary’
‘freely’ enlisted? And the pay? Well,
I can appreciate the difficulties of a
married man with children in Bri-
tain, but a single man (and some

married) aged 18 and above, on
nine-year engagement and posted to
Germany, receives after all deduc-
tions approximately £50 a week to
spend on — wait for it — himself!
Then a magic figure of £85 a week
gross is mentioned for a civilian job.
Subtract travelling expenses, rent,
food, heating, lighting and taxation
and what is left? The answer is less
than our £50. And the lads serving in
Northern Ireland do not pay board
and lodging — but then they are
doing their job, are they not?

The soldier of today has a tremen-
dous opportunity to travel (even
without warrants), save money and
pursue an almost unlimited variety of
hobbies — if he can be bothered — in
his free time, of which he has plenty.
And don’t let the jeans and T-shirts
give a false impression of poverty —
the bars in the garrison towns are
never empty, neither are the ‘chip-
pies’ and the ‘take-aways’ and alcohol
is consumed as if it were going out of
fashion.

I'm glad ‘Mercenary’ is a mercenary.
My enemies are the enemies of free-
dom; his enemies are whomever he is
paid to fight against. An Army full of
his ilk would invite the question of
how long our precious democracy
would survive. — ‘Not-quite-so-
mercenary.’

*The writer of the above letter is a
private soldier currently serving in Ger-
many.

REGIMENTAL

Two new regimental plates,
for The Royal Scots and The
Royal Hampshire Regiment,
now complete the planned
series of 12 limited edition
plates for unamalgamated
British infantry regiments.
The unifying theme of the 12
plates is the centred Regi-
mental Colour framed by a
union wreath. Each plate is
decorated in 24-carat gold
and enamels on fine bone
china and each edition is
limited to 500. The plates are
individually numbered and in
presentation boxes. The two
new plates are available from
Mulberry Hall, York, YO1
2AW, at £65 each (UK).

Six of the 12 regiments — The
Royal Scots (raised in 1633),
The Green Howards (1688),
The Cheshire Regiment
(1689), The Royal Welch
Fusiliers (1689), The King's
Own Scottish Borderers
(1689) and The Parachute
Regiment (1940) — have
never experienced amalga-
mation. I

45



The ‘other’ unit

With reference to your item ‘Bye-bye
Bofors’ (News, September) it may
interest readers to know that the
other ‘TAVR gunner unit’ is 102
(Ulster and Scottish) Air Defence
Regiment, Royal Artillery (Volun-
teers).

We had the distinction of being the
last Volunteer régiment to fire in the
air defence role rather than the
ground role. Our Volunteers come
from as far afield as Arbroath, Dun-
dee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Newtown-
ards and Coleraine. — Lieut-Col R
N D Hornby, 102 (Ulster and Scott-
ish) AD Regt RA(V), BFPO 801.

Chindits

Association secretaries of regiments
and corps whose members may have
taken part in the Chindit campaigns
in Burma in 1942 and 1944 may be
interested to know that there is a
national Chindits Old Comrades
Association that has been in existence
for many years.

A reunion is held annually. Applica-
tions for membership and details
should be made to me. — Gol J S
Lancaster (Honorary SecrEt)ary),
118 Springhill Lane, Lower\Penn,
Wolverhampton.

Competition

Despite the English of 19th century
King’s Regulations, the majority of
competitors correctly solved
August’s Competition 241 (‘Knight
Music”).

The answer was: ‘The Establishment
of a Regimental Band is to consist of
a Serjeant as Master, and Fourteen
Privates, as Musicians; but these men
are to be effective to the service as
Soldiers — to be perfectly drilled —
and liable to serve in the ranks on any
emergency; this number is not to be
exceeded under any circumstance,
excuse, or arrangement whatever,’
Prizewinners:

1 Maj C N Cullen, 18 Fairview
Road, Woodthorpe, Nottingham.

2 G A Gladman, 33 Victoria Road,
Harborne, Birmingham.

3 WO2 D Smith, 3 Sqn, 9 Sig Regt,
BFPO 58.

4 G Maynard, 45 Barfield Road,
Thatcham, Berkshire.

5 §/Sgt R ]| White, Sgts Mess, 9 Sig
Regt, BFPO 58.

6 L/Bdr A Cuddon, RA Display Tp,
Depot Regt RA, Woolwich.

Collectors’
Corner

Lieut ] C H Nelson, PO Box 206,
Simonstown 7795, South Africa. —
Collects military badges worldwide.
Has South African badges for
exchange.

Jaroslav Tdma, Slivenecks 169/3,
15200 Praha 5 — Hlubocepy,
Czechoslovakia. — Wishes exchange
army badges, medals, cap badges, air
force and para wings, Czechoslovakia,
Polish, DDR, also military publica-
tions and gramophone records. Particu-
larly tniterested in air force metal wings.
R D Walsh, 21 Boardman Road,
Kippa-Ring, Queensland 4020,
Australia. — Wishes to buy history of
4th and Sth batalions, 6th Rajputana
Rifles (Outram’s and Napier's Rifles).
Timothy Walls, 10 Glenavie Park,
Jordanstown, Newtonabbey, Co
Antrim, Northern Ireland, BT37
0QW. — Young collector (14) seeks
RGYJ shoulder flash, RMP button(s),
AAC badge or button(s) and any Scott-
ish regiment badges or buttons. For
exchange has Inniskillings shoulder
flash, 60th Rifles buttons, gunners
Staybrite, ‘Britain’s Wonderful Fighi-
ing Forces’ (wartime), issues 1-7 WW2
mag (mint) and RM history.

G E Simpson, 100 Trinity Road,
Luton, Bedfordshire. — Seeks copies
of ¥ Taylor's ‘The Devons’ (1951), G
D Martineaw’s ‘Royal Sussex’ (1955)
and § H Dumbrell's ‘2nd Bn Royal
Sussex’ (1925).

] A Callander, 432 Derrert Close,
Beswick, Manchester 11 3SH. —
Seeks Scottish inf TA shoulder titles;
has similar to offer in exchange.

N Smith, 27 Winchester Way, Gil-
lingham, Kent, ME8 8DD. —
Reguires Household Cavalry belt com-
plete, or sword slings, also RCM:s cap.
L G Shute, 113 Eastmere, Liden,
Swindon, Wiltshire, SN3 6LG. —
Wishes comtact collectors, or willing to
obtain on repayment miniature wines,
spirits etc, sealco bottles home and over-
seas.

J Cook, 172 Battenhall Road, Wor-
cester. — Collects lead soldiers and
wishes to buy — any number considered,

Under the h.ammé'r

- SCOTTISH

'UNIFORMS

i e s Yo :

The Post Office has produced
the first of a series of col-
oured pictorial air letter forms
depicting the uniforms of the
Scottish regiments. This edi-
tion depicts The Royal Scotsk
Dragoon Guards and The
Royal Highland Fusiliers, both
of which celebrated their ter-
centenary in 1978, and the
Queen's Own Highlanders,
for which 1978 was the
bicentenary year.

Further air letters will be pro-
duced each August to coin-
cide with the Edinburgh Milit-
ary Tattoo. Next year's issue
will be of the Scots Guards,
The Royal Scots, The King's
Own Scottish Borderers, The
Cameronians and The Black

particularly Britain’s. No item too
small. Write with details or send, stat-
ing price.

Mrs Joan Fillingham, 97 Harris
Street, St Helens, Merseyside. —
Seeks copy D-Day book published by
Daily Express in 1950s, also\ ‘Blue
Tapestry’ (story of the WRNS) by
Dame Vera Laughton Mathews.

R ] C Darley, 39 College Court,
Hayle Road, Maidstone, Kent,
ME15 6PB. — Seeks Coldstream
WO's arm rank badge, Victorian; also
c/sgt’'s and Royal Military School cap
badges, Vicioria and Edward VII
cyphers.

Duane Larkin, c/o Sgt J E Larkin, O
Tp, Gurkha Sig Sqn, BFPO 1. —
Young schoolboy (14) seeks British and
American infantry equipment 1900 1o
date; also any special forces equipment
and badges eg PPA, SAS, SBS eic,;
also any British QC cap badges.

L Hillaby, 85 Ward Point, Hotspur
Street, Lambeth, London SE11. —
Secks copy of book ‘I Bought a Star
(biography of Col Firbanks, Cold-
stream Guards), now out of print.

W Barrington, 25 Gardner Street,
Pendleton, Salford 6, Lancashire. —
Ex-Loyal seeks Volunteer items —
badges etc — of The Loyal North Lan-
cashire Regiment. Top prices paid.
Sean Stafford, c/o $/Sgt Stafford, 4
ADOC RAOC, BFPO 41. —

Old soldiers never die! These m
Australian Lancers in servic
(above), realised £65 at au

the 82nd (Prince of Wales's
same auction.

outh Huatralian

}sLE ARMS

COLOAL

odel soldiers depicting South
e dress, packed in their original box
ction by Messrs Wallis & Wallis, of
Lewes. The officer’s bell-topped shako badge (above right) of

fVqunteers fetched £210 at the

The Birmingham firm of Weller & Dufty Ltd sold for £340 an
extremely rare 13mm Mauser single-shot bolt-action anti-tank
rifle (above left) while a 6.62mm
fetched £252 and a Bren li
sectioned and cut away,
s;vords and da
1

ght machine-gun (left), similarly
realised £210. Among the European
ggers a very rare Royal Engineers field officer's
57 pattern sword fetched £85 and an infantry officer's 1803
pattern £120.

Eleven-year-old has following badges to
swap: Blues & Royals, Catering
Corps, Devon & Dorset, Engineers,
Hampshire, Household Cavalry, Ord-
nance Corps collar dogs, Para No. ]
wings (gold and silver braid), RASC
and RCT, UN cloth badges, Weich
Fusiliers, 7th Armd Inf Div (German).
T B Spires, Ivy Lea, 55 Buxton Old
Road, Disley, Stockport, Cheshire.
— Seeks prints ‘The Bridge at Amhem’
and ‘Ooosterbeek Crossroads’ — both
by David Shepherd.

Edwin de Groote, Goudvinkenlaan
19, B-9720 De Pinte, Belgium. —
Has for sale or trade bound issues
SOLDIER end 1949 10 1978. All
reasonable offers accepted.

A F Austen, Tantallon, Langford
Budville, Wellington, Somerset. —
For £10, postage paid, 35 items includ-
ing 16 woven badges (War Office embr
3, Combined Ops 3, CDO Sigs etc), 19
metal (6 Federation of Malaya, set
pre-war R Sigs, RAOC ewc), Iron
Cross & Labour Medal, SEATO 1956
conference paperweight. First order sec-
ures.

L Glen, 15 Coltsfoot Close, Wick-
hambrook, Newmarket, Suffolk,
CB8 8UP. TOﬁm_smp covers, 30th

anmivers. Husky' (inva-
sion of ?m'ly, D+3), signed by OC
Troops, £3 each incl postage.

instructional, cut-away, rifle

S




_ In this regular feature SOLDIER keeps you up-to-date on 29 Hook (Yorkshire) Gala 29
tattoos, open days, exhibitions, at homes, Army displays and 30 Aveling Barford Show

similar occasions on which the public is welcome to see the JULY 1979

Army’s men and eqmpment. Amendments and additions to 7 Airbome Forces Day, Aldershot
previous lists are indicated in bold type. 7 Birkenshaw (Yorkshire)

See-the-Army

8 P—

- DECEMBER 1978

- 2 Kaneller Hall Band and Trumpeters, Kathleen Livingstone (so

) _ rano), Michael Collins (clarinet), Richard Edwards (mbone';'
. Bach Choir (Director; Sir David Willcocks), Kenneth Kendall
. (co?.pele), Royal Festival Hall, London (in aid of Army Benevol-

 FEBRUARY 1979

27 Band Spectacular, with the Scots Guards, The Scottish Division
and Mrs Helen McArthur, Usher Hall, Edinburgh (in aid of
Scomsh National Institution for the War Blinded).

'MAY 1979

4 Newark Agricultural Show (4- 5 May).
16 Kneller Hall band concert.

- 19 Harpenden (Hertfordshire) Carnival.

19 Hinckley (Leicestershire) Tattoo.

19 Hadleigh (Suffolk) Farmers Club Show. Slm
19 Loxﬁnﬁam (Derbyshire) Carnival 19-20 May) Show (l&i !
Royal Artillery, Woolwich 0958 May). 18 Harse of the Yeur Show, ¢
Cadet Tattoo (26-28 May). 18 Eston (M&MW
Barnard Castle Meet (26-28 May). 24 British Timken Show, |
6 Hemel Hempstead (Hertfordshire) Carnival, 25 Expo Steam, | y
Hertfordshire Agricultural Show, Redburn (26-27 May). 25 Durham 1
% ‘Mexboro (Yorks{:vm{h(‘})ala - d N N %g gtye (Suﬁulk SM{ZGQ?
] 'ageant, Winthorpe Showground, New: otting- Albms
SRR O
n y, Boston, Lincolns’ 27-28 May
By S
8 He: County uﬂ Hertford.
 Kneller Hall concert.

30 Suffolk Show, !pswxch (30-31 May). '
31 Review of the Scots Guards, Horse Guards Parade, London.

2 Impel '79 Doncaster (2-9 June).

2 S8t Neots (Cambridgeshire) Riverside Fesuval (2-3 June).

2 mmheand, Trooping the Colour, Horse Guan‘ls Parade,
5 .

5 Beating Retreat by massed bands of The Household Division,
Horse Guards Parade, London (5-7 June) (6pm 5 June, 9.30pm

ku! 6 and 7 June).

6 er Hall band concert.

9 Second rehearsal, Trooping the Colour, Horse Guards Parade,
9 Halifax Gala. ; Displs

- 9 Mayor’s Carnival, Lincoln (9-10 June). : - ; i e
13 Kneller Hall band concert.

15 Essex Show, Chelmsford (15-16 June).

£ o O R S e GOING OVERSEAS?

23 Airborne Forces Day, Aldershot. WHY NOT TAKE A NEW

23 Military Musical Pageant, Wembley Stadium (23-24 June).

3 Gas Board Gala, Lei W E .
B aLotus Mazpa

4 Chesterfield (Derbyshire Stk .
7 Kneller Hall (grand) band concert. Just fill in the coupon below, post it
Royal Norfolk Show, Norwich (27-28 June). to us and we'll send you full details

by return.

: To: Wych Cross Motors Ltd., Forest Row, Sussex.
All currentl lable British 2
ANDDISEDBADGES Armvuc;pb:dgzgali: semcknlisn- NAME ... N R L T e e P
NOA- 1 SDGFia“s's cluding current officer head-
in the field dress badges. List on request ADDRESS
SPECIALISTS IN GOOD |
B earveer = Wanting and £ Henry Du Bora INTERESTED I 5600 s150i0in b MBAE AERN o)
Eauipment 18-20 Welhnéton St, )
Al h
i WYCH CROSS MOTORS LTDoS:
47




A secure ﬂﬁ
career + |
Management
Prospects

Leaving the Service? Then this is your opportunity to start a new
career, that is not only extremely rewarding but offers excellent
prospects for promotion to management level.

The L.I.S. Group, now members of Pioneer Mutual, specialists in
Life Assurance — Finance — Investment — Mortgages, offer all
personnel a chance to join the many successful ex-Servicemen in
the Insurance industry and within our Group.

Why not contact our Recruiting Manager and let him explain how
YOU could become a member of one of today’s most progressive
companies in the insurance industry.

We would very much like to talk to you so write or telephone, or
complete the coupon below.

To: The L.I.S. Group of Companies
Coltishall Hall,

Coltishall, Norwich, Norfolk, NR12 7AG
Tel. Coltishall 771

Please send me details of the opportunities available with the L.I.S.
Group
PR e, L T S UL S ol E e AR T

&

Leeson Street patrol

" Soldiers move through rubble-filled streets amid damaged and

upturned cars. An all-too-frequent city scene in the Northern Ireland of
the early 1970s and now vividly depicted by Terence Cuneo in his
painting ‘The Leeson Street Patrol.” Commissioned by officers of The
Royal Green Jackets, this painting is available in colour print form to
SOLDIER readers.

The print measures 23 x 17 inches (actual picture area 174 x 11}
inches) and depicts an incident on 13 September 1971 when a decision
was taken to patrol in force the whole of the Falls area of Belfast. The
aim was to flush out gunmen and snipers and a patrol of R Company,
3rd Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets, was fired on in Leeson Street
with a battle ensuing.

T e e RS R ook A P O B S -
To: SOLDIER (LS5), Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants,
GU11 2DU.

I 1
I 1
: Please send me the Terence Cuneo print ‘Leeson Street :
, Patrol.” | enclose UK postal order/lUK cheque/international ,
1 money order for UK £2.10 (] BFPO £1.96 [ Elsewhere £2.10
s 1
1 I
] 1
1 1
] 1
] )
| I
1
|

Identify

* Unbeatable selection of top
quality garments—T-shirts,
sweatshirts, hooded sweaters,
zipped hooded sweaters.

* The highest standards

of printinginthe business—
upto 5 colours, gold, silver
orvelvet flock.

* Personal service, prompt
delivery, quantity discounts.
Ideal for teams. clubs, publicity
and fund-raising— just write for &

yourselves!

WITH QUALITY CUSTOM-PRINTED T AND SWEATSHIRTS

full colour brochure and
personal attention: '

CAPNICONY

Dept 85 Capricorn
Graphics, P.O. Box 1,
Offerton Industrial Estate,
Hempshaw Lane,

Stockport

SK2 5TX. Tel: 061-480 8241/2

i

|_AUDI

YOU SAVE MONEY. Apart from the substantial savings of tax free purchase, you can
be sure of keen prices and fair part exchange from Walton Lodge.

U.K. EMIGRANT. May purchase a new car at our concessional prices, with use in U.K.
for 8 months when it must then be exported

H.M. FORCES. May obtain an additional saving on most models.

/\\ WALTON LODGE GARAGES LTD.

Bridge Street, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey.
' W.0.T. 42881

EXPORT CARS
/| FORD /| B.L.M.C. |/

e

il

FIAT

BUSINESSMEN. Six months use in U.K. a minimum of one year overseas and two
years on return to U.K. will escape VAT and tax.

PART EXCHANGE. Any vehicle accepted in part exchange. Qutstanding HP Paymaents
settled without fuss and bother,

I_I ;1 i;sr:stagnn?we?s>lalr¥ coey 8. e
North American-European spec./Tax FreeHome/Used

|

| NAME .....
| ADDRESS ...
L
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YOU'VE JOINED ““THE PROFESSIONALS"’
SO BUY FROM ““THE PROFESSIONALS"’
FOR YOUR PERSONAL EXPORT.

/ CHRYSLER. BRITISH LEYLAND. FORD. \

VAUXHALL
ALPINE CHEVETTE a1
ALLEGRO BRITISH

coST

ég E'#ﬁqiﬂ FIGHTERS
(E;%%ONI}\TDA ::tlgi\rpsrli‘c?;,amias savings against U.K.
HUNTER Qur prices are competitive and
TRIUMPH challenging.

Selective stocks to draw from.
Up to 4 years to pay—from 10% deposit.
Car part exchange—Car Radios—Stereo.

' g

For personal service: contact

I. W. V. HILL,

Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.,
Head Office, P.O. Box 98,
London, SW1V 3PU.

\ Tel. No. 01-821 0021.

f BUY BRITISH | ‘

For full details of how to get your new
export car, fill in the coupon below and

post to us.
CHRYSLER TODAY
TRY US FOR
SERVICE
Bt COST CUTTING
VAUXHALL COURTESY

WE BELIEVE
IN BRITAIN

. W. V. HILL, Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.
Please send details
Name

N

Have you a part exchange [1 Yes [J] No
A N N R A EE .

SRTTEEECEN N

A

Please send me more information about a Police career.

. N & Add .
l - , Name i L7 - = AL G C AP (S MR N . - e, o8, 8 2 T l
e TR A e b SE L S R AN
1585, i
‘ g-‘-,f-'“;“;-»e’ ..................................................................... .
\ ........................................... No Postage Required.

RESETTLEMENT" Contactus...

for your Second Career

AGE: You can join up to age 40 with previous
military service.
_ HEIGHT: Men — 172 cm. Women — 162 cm.
3 PAY: From Ist September 1978: Under 22 years,
£3,189. Over 22 years, £3,745. A further
rise in September 1979.
HOUSING: Free housing or rent allowance (up to

PROMOTION:

£25.70 per week!) if you live in your
own accommodation.

You can
aim for promotion and specialisation
after the first two years.

Prospects open for everyone.

| AND WRITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS
YOU WON'T REGRET IT!

Mr. P. J. MATTHEWS, CVO, OBE, QPM,
CHIEF CONSTABLE OF SURREY,
FREE POST SR1, GUILDFORD.




Uniforms of the
Peninsular War
1807-1814

Boots or sandals

‘Uniforms of the Peninsular War
1807-1814’ (Philip Haythornthwaite)
Brief explanatory chapters make a
useful introduction to the multitude
of uniforms, campaign kit and foot-
wear worn by the Peninsular armies.
For example, a brief section headed
‘Shoes’ tells us how Spanish and Por-
tuguese: soldiers, used to wearing
sandals, were better off than the
French and British who suffered
either from lack of boots or their
faulty manufacture. Another section
gives a hitherto unpublished eye-
witness account of the battle of
Talavera.

Titbits of information abound to
give a useful overall picture. More
than 150 uniforms are meticulously
illustrated in colour, most of them
portrayed as they appeared on the
field of battle. The first plate shows
Sir John Moore with a general officer
of hussars and this is followed by a
whole series showing uniforms worn
by French drum-majors down to the
outfits of Spanish guerrillas and
Portguese militia.

Each plate is accompanied by a
detailed description to make this
book an informative aid to wargamer
and military historian alike.
Blandford Press Lid, Link House,

West Street, Poole, Dorset, BHIS
ILL, £4.25 JFP]
Reference

‘A Source Book of World War I
Weapons and Uniforms’ (Frederick
Wilkinson)

Varied and well presented as they

are, it is not so much the uniforms
and weapons as the multiplicity of
equipment from body armour to wire
cutters used by soldiers in World
War One that makes this book such a
useful reference. Rifles, revolvers
and pistols, machine-guns and lorries
are also pictured and briefly
described but it is the workaday array
of items that catches the eye and
holds the attention.

Gas masks and primitive alarms of
a gas arttack, steel helmets and an
assortment of trench knives, webbing
and even crossbows found in a Ger-
man trench in 1916, are just a few
samples of the paraphernalia carried
into action by the fighting man. A
trench-digging machine, a picture of
a dummy horse loaded with the
equipment carried by a cavalry
trooper, a Britsh officer wearing
snow boots of plaited straw, and
German ski troops, are among a
number of miscellaneous shots.
Ward Lock Lid, 116 Baker Street,
London, WIM 2BB, £2.95 JFP]

Curtain up!

‘Army, Navy and Air Force Uniforms
of the Warsaw Pact’ (Friedrich
Wiener)

Many indeed are the books on milit-
ary uniforms but this one is different
in that it seeks to probe new territory
— the dress of the Warsaw Pact
armies. A slim volume of less than a
hundred pages, it nevertheless covers
much ground and includes the forces
of Yugoslavia although not a member
of the pact.

An interesting page lists military
strengths from the USSR’s
25,000,000, including 350,000
strategic missile troops, to Hungary's
modest contribution of 170,000,
Badges of rank are tabulated for each
country and photographs of different
services clearly indicate types of

uniform worn in a variety of circums-
tances.

The section dealing with vehicle
and aircraft insignia has some good
pictures of light tanks and training
aircraft while an armoured personnel
carrier bearing the Soviet Marine
Infantry sign on its bow plate and
side armour is shown negotiating
deep water. A feature of the book is
the coloured illustrations which suc-
cinctly cover a wide range of
uniforms, headgear, badges and rank
insignia.

Arms & Armour Press, 2-6 Hampstead
High Street, London, NW3 10Q,

£4.95 JFPJ

Blue and red

Army Uniforms
of World War1l

‘Army Uniforms of World War I’
(Andrew Mollo)

Field and peacetime uniforms of the
16 metropolitan armies and air forces
which fought in Europe in World
War One are here described and
analysed. An interesting introduction
makes the point that by 1914 most
countries — with the notable excep-
tions of Austria-Hungary, France
and Belgium — had adopted protec-
tive coloured uniforms. France,
despite her colonial experience and
numerous attempts to modernise,
still went to war in traditional blue
and red. It was only after a vear of
hostilities that French military dress
gave way to the more muted horizon
blue.

From gloves to boots the uniforms
and equipment of officer and soldier
are searchingly investigated. A fea-
ture of this book is the excellence of
Pierre Turner’s illustrations.
Remarkable for their accuracy and
vitality, they make a valuable record
of this important period of military
apparel.

Blandford Press Lid, Link House,
West Street, Poole, Dorset, BHIS
1LL; £3.90 JFP)

Challenge

‘The Defence Force of Australia’
After many years of a ‘forward’ pol-
icy which included operations in
Malaysia and Vietnam, Australian
defence thinking is now more con-
cerned with the immediate problem
of Australia itself. With a 15,000-
mile coastline and land area half as
big again as Europe (without USSR),
not to mention a range of climates,
that is quite a challenge.

Yet the old alliances still hold.
Australian Mirages still fly from

West Malaysia; co-operation, includ-
ing exercises, still goes on with coun-
tries of South East Asia and the
South West Pacific. This collection
of articles by senior members of the
defence staff describes in 56 (rather
expensive) pages how 70,000 Regular
servicemen are organised, trained
and equipped for their far-flung
responsibilities.

Sidelight: With all Australia’s
empty space, the armed forces still
have trouble finding land for bases
and exercises. It seems that suitable
places with adequate communica-
tions are coveted by other users and
environmentalists. Just like crowded
Britain.

Army Quarterly and Defence Fournal,
1 West Street, Tavistock, Devon,
£3.30 RLE

Bottleneck

‘The Killing Ground: Battle of the
Falaise Gap’ (Fames Lucas and James
Barker)

“The Typhoons circled in the cloud-
less skies above the pocket of death,
waiting their turn to descend upon
the close-packed mass and to cause
new fires, fresh casualties and greater
consternation with their low-level
passes above the cowering heads of
the groups of men gathered in the
roads and paths.’

This was the bottleneck through
which two German armies tried to
escape eastward from the Falaise area
after the allied invasion of Normandy
in 1944, In spite of all the criticism
heaped upon him, Monty was being
proved right. He had attracted and
held down the might of German
armour while the Americans
developed their fighting formations
and broke loose from the Cotentin
Peninsula. ;

Now British, Canadian, Polish,
French and Americans had all but
encircled the German forces. The
allied air forces ruled the air and
dropped a tremendous weight of
bombs and rockets, not only on the
front-line enemy formations but on
roads and railways throughout
Northern France. It was difficult to
get reinforcements and supplies
through and there were huge traffic
blocks throughout the countryside.

The story is told chiefly from the
viewpoint of the Germans and the
authors have gathered much material
from German sources.

The maps are useful but more
place-names would have enabled the

continued over
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action to have been followed more

closely.

B T Bausford Lid, 4 Fiizhardinge

Streer, London, W1H 0AH, £5.95
GRH

Gliderborne

‘The Glider Gang' (Milion Dank)
They took on the job because they
were bored with waiting to fight as
infantrymen. Thousands volunteered
for a risk that was new — piloting
non-engined planes into battle areas
and then fighting alongside the air-
borne troops they had conveyed.
Even though tired after several hours
of arduous flying, many preferred to
go into battle instead of withdrawing
to rest and repatriation.

Danger surrounded them— many
gliders failed to reach their objectives
and hundreds of men perished in the
sea. Othet craft crashed on land but
many survived the hazards of flight
and flak and their passengers fought
heroically in Sicily and Normandy, at
Amhem and on the Rhine.

The author, a glider pilot with an
American group, flew a number of
missions into Southern France, Hol-
land and Germany, but this highly
readable story also includes the
exploits of British pilots and planes
and the airborne troops who flew in
them.

The pilots were a breed apart,
tough, resourceful, independent and
ready to fight with the best. The
story is dramatic, descriptive and full
of personal reminiscences. There

are useful maps and some interesting

and historic pictures.
Cassell Ltd, 35 Red Lion Square, Lon-
don, WCIR 485G, £6.50 GRH

Airborne

‘Assault from the Sky: A History of
Airborne Warfare’ (Fohn Weeks)
Napoleon had a plan to invade Bri-
tain and part of that plan was the
dropping of 10,000 men from 2500
balloons. Too crazy to be successful
at that time, but the airborne idea
was to be used successfully on a
number of occasions in World War
Two with powered aircraft, parachut-
ists and non-engined gliders.
Today, helicopters (*as common in
Vietnam as the Jeep was in World
War Two') are tending to outdate
parachutists and the airborne ele-
ments of the Western powers are
falling almost into obsolescence. Not
so with the Russians, who pioneered

52

mass airborne operations in the 1930s
and stll demonstrate their confi-
dence in speed and over-flying effec-
tiveness by maintaining a large air-
borne force.

The author, Colonel Weeks, wore
the British red beret for more than 20
vears. He has gathered together the
facts about the training, equipment
and weapons of five airborne armies
— British, American, Japanese,
German and Russian: He traces
development from the earliest days
and records how the ‘assault from the
skies’ prospered and had problems in
Crete 1941, Sicily 1943, the Pacific
1942-45, North West Europe 1944-
45, and the Far East, Middle East
and Congo in the 1950s and 1960s.

I%e believes airborne forces are still
essential in a modern army and warns
that Nato’s air troops are but a frac-
tion of the USSR’s airborne army.
The work is fully illustrated with
dramatic and detailed photographs
and maps.

Westbridge Books (David & Charles),
South Devon House, Newton Abbot,

Devonshire, £6.95 GRH
\L-‘ ® -
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Merited

HARDING

OF PETHERTON

A Biography by
Michael Carver

‘Harding of Petherton® (Michael
Carver)

While some have greatness thrust
upon them or benefit by circum-
stances of birth or quirks of fate to
attain high office, ‘John’ Harding’s
advance to field-marshal, and
eventually the Barony of Petherton,
was merited all the way. Starting as a
Post Office Bank clerk, and almost
by chance becoming a Territorial
Army officer, his experiences in

World War One in Gallipoli and the
Middle East gave him a desire to
continue as a Regular Army officer.

Field-Marshal Carver’s biography
reads more like a military history and
indeed Harding’s life was swept
along in the current of the dramatic
events of the times. Steered, perhaps,
rather than swept, for Harding,
whether as chief of staff, general
commanding in the field, or govern-
ing administrator, always painstak-
ingly worked out the orders that
enabled armies to gain victories and
statesmen 10 Secure Successes.

Through the North African cam-
paign and northward in Italy, es-
pecially as Chief of Staff to Alexan-
der, it was Harding’s military know-
ledge, brilliant appreciations and
painstaking working out of plans,
that took the armies ever forward.
Later, as commander at Trieste, in
the Far East during the early
Malayan terrorist troubles and the
Korean War, and as CIGS during the
Mau Mau rebellion in Kenya, his
expert knowledge and quiet forceful-
ness enabled him to cope with many
postwar problems.

He was badly wounded when
commanding the ‘Desert Rats’ but
recovered to fight again. When Gov-
ernor of Cyrpus, he slept over a
terrorist bomb planted under his
bed.

Weidenfeld & Nicolson (Publishers)
Lid, 91 Clapham High Street, London
SW4, £8.50 GRH

Rocketry

4
and Development
sl Tchnology
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t'.“ Rocket

‘The Rocket: The History and
Development of Rocket and Missile
Technology’ (David Baker)

Used for more than 2000 years, the
rocket has developed its vast poten-
tial only in the last 20. The only
discovery that can propel itself in a
vacuum, it now provides the means
for man to escape from Earth, to
travel in space and, perhaps, to gather
energy resources to boost his life on
this reducing planet.

The rocket can also deliver devas-
tation accurately and catastrophically
with terror and effect far beyond any
previous destructive power. So it is
both the potential saviour and the
ever-ready hair-triggered agent for
the oblivion of man.

This tome-sized volume, with its
490 illustrations, traces the develop-
ment of rocketry from the early
Chinese firecracker to the United
States’ Saturn rocket which took man
to the moon and now, surpassed, is

relegated to a museum. The book
goes beyond, through Polaris,
Poscidon and Titan to the re-usable
piloted shuttle which will take exper-
iments into the 21st century.

The story deals in full detail with
the past and present and forecasts
future developments, even to the cre-
ation of enormous space satellites to
convert sunlight into electricity and
to beam it to Earth along micro-
waves. Also forecast is a vast orbiting
space station carrying several
hundred thousand people in a huge,
slowly rotating tube creating its own
gravity.

This is a most detailed study of
rocketry, a work which harnesses
knowledge for all — student, layman
and expert. Pointing, as it does, to the
way ahead, the author’s quotation
from H G Wells is significantly
appropriate: ‘For man there is no rest
and no ending ... when he has
conquered all the deeps of space . . .
still he will be but beginning.’

New Cavendish Books (distributed by
Eyre Methuen Lid, 11 New Fetter
Lane, London, EC4P 4EE), £12.50

GRH

IN BRIEF

‘Handguns 1870-1978 (Ian Hogg)

A soldier’s best friend is his hand-
gun. Here the author reviews the
world’s best weapons available be-
tween 1870 and 1978. Colt, Webley,
Smith & Wesson, Enfield, Mauser,
Luger, Browning, Beretta and
Tokarev are among those examined
in detail. The illustrations by John
Batchelor are excellent and many are’
in colour.

This is a useful book which also
contains some dramatic photographs
of German, American, British and
Russian soldiers at war, as well as
Texas rangers of the 1890s.

Phoebus Publishing Co/BPC Publish-
ing Lid 1978, 169 Wardour St, Lon-
don, WIA 27X, £1.25

‘Accidents Happen' (Ann Welch)

‘It is quite difficult to invent a new
accident,’” begins the author brightly.
She then goes on to show how acci-
dents, many ingenious, invent them-
selves. Her examples are nearly all
from flying light aircraft or gliders,
boating and diving; they are interest-
ing and entertaining and practition-
ers of those sports could well find
some useful reminders in her pages
— she also tries to generalise about
accidents and in this she is far less
readable or convincing.

John Murray (Publishers) Ltd, 50
Albemarle Street, London, W1X 4BD,
£2.95 paperback, £5.95 hardback

REISSUES

“The Commando Memorial, Spean
Bndge'

This brochure, first published - in
1965, is reissued with the picture of
the wartime Commando flashes now
printed in colour for the benefit of
those collectors whose interest was
roused by the black-and-white ver-
sion in the original edition. Also
reproduced is a concise history of the
Army Commandos by Brigadier
Peter Young.

Commando Association, 12 Brompion
Road, London, SW3 IFJE, 30p plus
12p postage and packing




FSI HQ, 35 Whitton Waye, Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 2LT, England Tel: (01) 898 7930
CAR SALES BRANCH — EXCLUSIVE TO THE FORCES

Why fill in
10 coupons when
fwilldo?

At last! Someone who supplies MOST makes of car—
and does the job PROPERLY.. ..

Our reputation depends on it — we deal only with the forces

Our services include:

Part exchange facilities

EXCEPTIONALLY
low credit: up to 48 months
to pay

Complete and detach

Make/model(s)

Used cars O

Date —— ____ Féraie in
Rank Name

Unit
BFPO Mil. phone
Qtrs address

Special military discounts

Qtrs phone
Approx. delivery date
Part exchange. Make
Model cc

Credit, insurance,
customs clearance-all
done for you

Forces Services International
FSI HQ, 35 Whitton Waye, Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 2LT
Tel: (01) 898 7930

If your company supplies cars to the forces and you are having
problems, please contact us — we may be able to help you.

Please print clearly




BHI, one of the leading names in helicopter engineering and suppliers, since Iran, a progressive country with beautiful cities
1973, to the Imperial Iranian Army Aviation, requires the following staff for a and a climate of winter and summer seasons,
£multi-million project in Iran:— would welcome you. For a two year contract

you will receive:—
% ELECTRICIAN (AIR CONDITIONING % FLIGHT INSTRUMENTATION ENGINEER
N “:':::::‘;:;m“ i % SENIOR STRUCTURES LIAISON ENGINEER % A tax free salary
Al % SENIOR DYNAMIC COMPONENTS .
% SENIOR TRANSMISSION GEARBOX MECHANIC DESIGN ENGINEER * GQHEI'OUS reloca_hon expenses
% AIRCRAFT UPHOLSTERER % TECHNICAL WRITER (AIRCRAFT) % Bonus on completion of each year
% SENIOR MECHANIC FABRICATION * LIBRARIAN % 18 days annual leave plus local holidays
% SENIOR AIRFRAME MECHANIC (BONDER) * ENGINEERING MAINTENANCE GSE % Medical care and life insurance
% TECHNICIAN ELECTRONIC CALIBRATION % ENGINEERING MAINTENANCE POWER % Housing and transport allowances
% TECHNICIAN MECHANICAL CALIBRATION s * Social facilities comparable with the UK

IAL, acting on behalf of Bell Helicopter International, invites applications from if you are interested in being considered for this
those with sound professional expertise and a minimum of three years’ opportunity with BHI please write, enclosing

experience in the field of Aviation/Helicopter Engineering, together with a employment history and quoting ref. no. 795 to:
qualification at HNC, ONC or City & Guilds (full technological) level. Recruitment Officer, IAL, Aeradio House,

Hayes Road, Southall, Middlesex.
Telephone: 01574 5021.

Ao B -
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Bell Helicopter International Bell Helicopter EIZAGERN

A FIRST CLASS TRAINING FOR
EX-SERVICE MEN & WOMEN IN

SERVICE STATION
MANAGEMENT

ETOP SALARY ll GENEROUS BONUSES Bl PENSION SCHEME @l PROMOTION
PROSPECTS B PLUS OTHER FRINGE BENEFITS  COMPANY CAR (if you work
in London or the Home Counties after 6 months as a Manager)

HERON is young. It's growing fast. It's well established and already sets the pace
other petrol retailers must follow.

With 170 service stations in operation and a further hundred planned, we are looking
for ambitious determined men and women, aged 21-40. Education and previous
experience do not matter.

For a secure job in your area, with a good future, ring or write to ;

Training Manager, (Dept SOL)

HERON SERVICE STATIONS LIMITED

Training Centre, 163/175 Shoreditch High Street, Shoreditch, London E1 8HU. Tel: 01-729 2321




5 good reasons 5good reasons
for buying forgetting
anew Ford. itthrough Naafi.

1 Save up to £1050

Naafi has agreed special discounts with Ford that can give you
impressive savings on a new Ford for eventual Personal Export.
And that’s already guaranteed to be one of the most competitively
priced cars you can buy.

2 Up to 48 months credit -
with a minimum 2 year overseas posting
You can have up to 4 years to pay for your Ford through Naafi,

with an initial deposit as low as 10% . Naafi has a Hire Purchase
plan like no civilian ever sees.

3 Trouble-free insurance

Naafi can arrange prompt cover on any Ford anywhere in the UK
and for most overseas postings. Insurance against tax and duty
payable on premature repatriation can also be arranged.

Escort

4 Additional Naafi finance facilities

Naafi includes free life insurance in the hire purchase agreements.
There's even a repayment plan for paying your insurance
premiums by a 10 month contract.

5 Full Ford warranty

Buy your Ford the Naafi way, and still benefit from full dealer
warranties wherever you take it. With Ford, that ensures
unbeatable service in 140 countries of the world.

Naafi

SERVING THE SERVICES

—————————————————————— e

FREEPOST Send for your free brochure now:
No stamp To: Car Sales Branch, Naafi, FREEPOST
needed. London, SE11 4BR

Please send me details of the new Ford range and the
Naafi Ford buyer’s plan.

Nameand rank ...... ... o0 s i e i i
Address ......
<.......... Telephone No

Date and place of overgeas posting ...............ooveviivniniinriennen
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