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A cigarette and a cup of tea—iwo of the minor pleasures of life, but such as
few would be without. This is as true of the members of Her Majesty’s Forces
as of most of us.
As the official caterers to Her Majesty’s Forces, Naafi has the task of ensuring
that a cup of tea and a cigarette are always readily available.

So it is that Naafi serves more than 154,000,000 cups of tea a year and is one
of the biggest buyers of tobacco in the United Kingdom. Behind the scenes
the vast network of Naafi’s buying, testing, sampling and distributing organ-
isations deliver blended teas and tobaccos and cartons of cigarettes wherever
Servicemen and their families may be.
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To sce that Servicemen and women enjoy to the full their tea and tobacco is
but one of the many and varied dutics of . , . .

...this many sided

NAAFI

The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces,

Imperial Court, Kennington, London, S.E.11.

Have a

Capstan...

Something
to write B ... 0%, .0
home about'!

Beautifully Hyn'ed;_exn'a
... RONSON

Rousonol capaciry.
WORLD'S GREATEST LIGHTER
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You'll be proud to own a Ronson. Each one is a fine
piece of precision engineering, and you’re sure to find
exactly what you want in the wide Ronson range.

GO TO THE NAAFI
AND GET A RONSON

For your oweu protection . . . look for the trade

mark RONSON ccorld’s greatest lighter t h ey're ma de ta ma k e Fri en ds
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Exclusive SWIM WEAR By Vincel

No. 436 (As illustrated) ZEBRA SATIN ELASTIC Brief with New Shaped Tailored
25’_ front, 2in. sides, waist cord and front lining. In Black/Gold, Black/Red,

y Black/lce.

No. 430. Standard ZEBRA SATIN ELASTIC Brief with 4 in. sides; front lining and
25,_ waistcord. In Black/Gold, Black/Red or Black/lce Blue.

No. 400. The Famous Vince 2-WAY STRETCH Brief with 4 in. sides and waistcord.
20,_ In Black, White or Ice Blue.

No. 401. TWO-WAY STRETCH Brief with 14 in. sides and waistcord. Ideal for Sun-
15’_ bathing. In Black, White or Ice Blue.

No. 437. New Exclusive Swim Brief in 100% CRIMPED NYLON. Quick Drying Soft
27’ Fabric. 2-way stretch with shaped, tailored front and 2 in. sides. In Black,
Gold, Royal, Ice Blue.

No. 438. As 437. Same price and colours but with 4 in. sides,
All briefs are plus 6d. post. Please state waist size.
Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 9 t0 5.30 p.m. Thurs. 9 to 7 p.m., ‘Sat.9 to 3 p.m.

VINCE MAN’S SHOP o3
15 Newburgh St., Foubert’s Place, Regent St., London, W1 GER 3730

Latest illustrated catalogue will be sent on req

LT
Diamond single-
stone

Diamond three-
stone £25.10.0

£12.12.0

Diamond three-stone
crossover  £15.15.0

Diamond single-
stone £15.15.0

FIRST a James Walker Diamond

(€ Engagement Ring then a James
VAR S Walker Wedding Ring and every

S anniversary will bring new de-
Diamond half- 2 light in these exquisite examples
hoop £19.13.0 Sapphire and Dia-  of the jewellers art, products of

£10.10.0

mond a century of craftsmanship.

With upwards of 50,000 rings in
stock, James Walker can provide
exactly the style you desire at
the price you wish to pay, and
if you prefer to choose at home
‘there is for your guidance a
BOOK of RINGS in full colour
with a permanent Ring Size
gauge.

You pay no purchase tax

if you buy from abroad for

The Diamonds - are
Platinum set in 18 ct.
Gold rings

stone  £12.12.0

Lady's Gold

Signet Ring &13;:;13: Hel&':; delivery abroad (not in U.K.)
£1.15.0 22¢c. Gold £7.7.0  gand p.c. today for colourful
. iian . ING ROOR=TRES.
T7 Branches in
=== JamesWalker
Home Counties

®%¢ CENTURY HOUSE, STREATHAM, LONDON, S.W. 16

JUNIOR CHAMPION

F. Speedie

Aged 17
“F

THINK g

The most rewarding investment is that of Self Im-
provement, but before undertaking any course of
study or bodybuilding you should make sure that the
persons who are to guide you are competent in their
work. To gain maximum strength, stamina, speed
and lar develop itis ry to follow a
routine of progressive training, planned and adapted
to meet all the factors bearing on your case. Just any
old stereotyped method is not good enough, and apart
from failing to get results may even cause retrogres-
sion and loss of fitness. The Maxalding Personally-
Planned Postal Courses are arranged by an expert to
meet the exact requirements of the individual pupil.

MAXALDING—THE MASTER METHOD

Pupil Findlay Speedie (right) con-
sidered several training methods
before deciding to take up Max-
alding. He is now a 5 ft. 11 in.
heavyweight with a 46 in. chest
and 16 in. upper-arms at 17 years
of age!

LIFELONG FITNESS AND STRENGTH

Geoff Morris (left) is shown at 50 years of age after a life-
-\time of P.T. having started Maxalding as a youth. He
won the title of BRITAIN’S BEgT DEVELOPED

' MAN OVER 40 and retains the build, speed, stamina
., and strength of a youth. He gives full credit to
Maxalding for this happy state of affairs at an age

when most men think that they are old and are
generally unfit.

OPEN CHALLENGE AT 50!

Pupil Morris is not only fit and youthful in appearance
but has terrific strength, being prepared to contest
with any man on feats demanding grip and crushing
strength. A large number of our earlier pupils have
retained superb health into advanced age and World
Records for Strength have been broken by several

¥ #  pupils who have p d the half. y mark.
WORLD CLASS PHYSICAL EXCELLENCE e
Ernest Allen, another 50-year-old pupil (right), has represented

Maxalding for Physical Development in the British, European Agod
and World Finals. The latest pose herewith shows mar- 3 50

vellous condition for a man over 50 years of age.
Pupil Allen reports: 'l seem to improve year
after year, thanks to Maxalding. It is the
natural training which places no strain on the
vital organs which gets this result.”

FITNESS FIRST

Maxalding works from the beginning
to establish internal health (efficient
digestion, assimilation, elimination);
fully develop the lungs and strengthen
the heart; improve the circulation and
normalize glandular secretion. This
gives the foundation on which healthy
muscular tissue is created, and the
Maxaldist does not “run to fat” in
later life as in the case of the man who
“strains’’ instead of trains.

MAXALDING REFRESHES
A

. Tuddenh (left) is d on heavy under-

ground work as a coal face worker. He writes:

‘l find that the wonderful Maxalding control exercises

r fatigue poi: from the muscles and leave me

refreshed and strong after a hard ‘shift’ at the pit. Yours
is the ideal method for the manual worker.”

ANOTHER 50 INCH CHEST

Many Maxalding pupils continue to attain the
coveted 50 in. chest measurement and we have
already published a number of these in
“Soldier” over the past months. Here is
another. Pupil Ralph Bembridge is shown in a
relaxed outdoor snapshot. He can hold the
tape measure at 50 in. in this natural position,
and gives full credit to Maxalding for glowing
health and a heavyweight development at
6 ft. and 25 years of age. (PHOTO BELOW).

FREE ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED EXPLANATORY
LITERATURE, containing scores of photographic
illustrations of pupils from 15 to 85 years of age, will
be sent Free and Without Obligation in a sealed
envelope, free from external advertising matter.
(Postage for 4 oz.—4d.—is appreciated, but is not

obligatory.)
(59), SHEPHERDSWELL

Mnlnl“ﬁ DOVER — KENT

r—--ﬂ—--——-—-—-————

SEND ILLUSTRATED LITERATURE TO:— 1

RALPH BEMBRIDGE,
one of the thousands
of magnificently built
Maxaldists who will
appear on our beaches
this year. YOU CAN
BE ONE OF THEM.

B P P SN A e S e (owm e — e i fee s pomr pum
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Why ‘Philishave’
Rotary Action gives you a
closer shave incomfort

Beneath protecting skin-guards, the
‘Philishave's" blades rotate with a
genuine shaving action.

DUAL-YOLT MODEL
AC/DC 110-130v. 200-250v.

£7.014.2 (tax paid)

Standard Model AC/DC 200-250v.
£6.17.6 (tax paid)

Battery Model (operates on three
Iiv. flashlamp batteries)

£7.12.6 (tax paid)

I. BECAUSE the ‘Philishave’s’ blades rotate they smoothly
remove every single bristle, growing at any angle. No
clipping or pulling, no after-shave soreness !

2. BECAUSE the raised rim of the shaving head gently
stretches out the skin, the rotary blades can get down
to really close shaving.

Ask your dealer for a demonstration of

PHILIPS
PHILISIH/AWE

— THE DRY SHAVER WITH THE BIGGEST WORLD SALE

PHILIPS ELECTRICAL LTD

GEIEIE) 556155556 5SS EE S E 5 55 55 E 5555 EE 5]

Oaks from
acorns

Ambition, imagination, endeavour, are above
all the prerogatives of youth. These are the
seeds from which the greatest and most
successful enterprises on earth have sprung.
Sow them when young, and you can still be
young enough to enjoy to the full the rewards
that they will bring—it may be that we can
help to shorten the span of time which lies
between.

We have a reputation for assisting young
people, whose enquiries are welcomed at any
Branch, and our Managers are always glad to
meet and advise their customers.

National Provincial
Bank Limited

555865566555 5856666555555555555585555 55555555
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

0]
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

A PRODUCT OF |[PHILIPS

(Ps653C)
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His Imperial
Leather

Cussons Imperial Leather is
the choice of men of fame and men of
promise. It is the choice of
men of good taste.

Shaving Stick

In carton 13

In plastic case 2/-
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“Up country”

in the Aden Protectorate. The Army now commands the Levies.

‘POCKET ARMIES" OF THE MIDDLE EAST

in what used to be called the Arab Legion, or in the Sudan
Defence Force, there are still openings in “pocket armies”

q LTHOUGH there are no longer any British officers and NCOs

. for men of spirit and ambition.
In the Middle East alone, volunteers may apply to join the Somali-

land Scouts, the Trucial Oman
Scouts, or the Aden Protectorate
Levies.

Readers of SOLDIER will be
tolerably familiar with the Soma-
liland Scouts, who maintain the
peace in the Horn of Africa,
where the Mad Mullah once
raised a considerable dust.

The Trucial Oman Scouts,
formerly known as the Trucial
Oman Levies, were formed to
preserve internal security in a
belt of the Arabian peninsula to
the south of the Persian Gulf.
Their “enemies” were slavers,
pearl smugglers and gun-runners.
Now their duties have been ex-
tended and they are responsible
for the-defence of their territory
against raiders from without,

Members of Parliament were
recently asked to spend an addi-
tional £238,000 on the Trucial
Oman Scouts. It is doubtful
whether some of them knew any
more about this force than do 99
per cent of their constituents.

The House was informed by
the War Minister, Mr. John
Hare, that the Scouts were re-

.cruited from wild Bedouin, that

they were a “fine fighting force”

DISCUSSING ALSO:

What were the Hore-
Belisha reforms? Would
YOU like to argue your
case in the High Court?

and that their expansion was “an
excellent thing.” It was, of
course, the Trucial Oman Scouts
who intervened in the dispute
over the Buraimi Oasis.

The Aden Protectorate Levies,
formerly officered by the Royal
Air Force Regiment, have now
been taken over by the Army.
They consist normally of the
equivalent of three battalions of
lorried Infantry and a squadron
of armoured cars. There are
British warrant officers and
NCOs in administrative and
technical posts.

As a recent Army Council
Instruction said: *“Scope for
those with initiative and an
adventurous spirit is unlimited.”
After describing the rugged
nature of the life “up country”
in the Aden Protectorate, it went

on: “As, under these conditions,
there are no normal amenities,
there are opportunities for sav-
ing money.” (Was it not Lieuten-
ant-General Sir Adrian Carton
de Wiart, VC, who described the
Mad Mullah as “a godsend to
officers with an urge to fight and
a shaky or non-existent bank
balance™?)

Since that Army Council In-
struction was written, the Aden
Protectorate Levies have seen a
good deal of excitement “up
country,” and it may be that it
is no longer “possible for hus-
bands to get back to Aden at
week-ends.” Never mind, they
will be able to save more money.

Incidentally, volunteers for
these exotic forces qualify not
only for additional pay but for
language allowance. The real
attraction of the job is, of course,
the added experience it gives in
developing self-reliance, initia-
tive and power of command.

HREE times, within the

last hundred years, the

privilege of shaking up

the British Army has
fallen to a lawyer.

Lord Cardwell was the first.
Lord Haldane was the second.
Lord Hore-Belisha was the third.

‘Why this attractive task should
have been handed each time to a

lawyer is not clear, but each made
a good job of it while he had the
chance.

The late Lord Hore-Belisha is
popularly supposed to have been
removed from his appointment in
1940 because he had begun to
“democratise’ the Army which
was charged with the task of sav-
ing democracy. It is an easy jest;
but since the task of “democra-
tisation” (if it must be called that)
was continued by Lord Hore-
Belisha's successors, the explana-
tion is hardly an adequate one,

Many soldiers, if asked to
mention a few of Lord Hore-
Belishas achievements, would
say “Belisha beacons” and then
come to a full stop. Let us list
some of the changes he made—
at a time when the whole struc-
ture and balance of the Army
were being changed, and the first
peace-time conscripts were being
trained :

He gave full status to the Ter-
ritorial Army and awarded it
many of the facilities and privi-
leges previously reserved for
Regulars.

He pushed on the building of
the first new barracks — the
*“Sandhurst blocks”"—to be built
in Britain for some 50 years.

He introduced battle-dress, of
which he said: “It is difficult to

OVER...
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contining SOLDIER to Soldier

imagine a more practicable or
comfortable ensemble.” The least
satisfactory feature of this “ski-
ing suit,” as he termed it, was the
fore-and-aft cap which then went
with it.

He directed that all officers
must serve a period in the ranks.

He raised the status of Army
cooks, and appointed Sir Isidore
Salmon, head of a famous cater-
ing organisation, as honorary
catering adviser to the Army.
“Cookery will henceforward be
regarded as a highly skilled
craft,” said the Minister. The
fine Army Catering Corps Train-
ing Centre at Aldershot is a pro-
duct of this period.

He abolished the miserable
system of putting officers on half-
pay, which for centuries had
enabled the country to keep a cut-
rate reserve of senjor officers.

He raised the spirits of the
junior officers of the Army by
introducing the system whereby
a lieutenant automatically be-
came a captain after eight years
(instead of waiting for a
vacancy), and a captain auto-
matically became a major after
a further nine years. (One day in
1938 the London Gazette, in
what might be called a bumper
issue, listed promotions for 2000
officers—more than a quarter of
the lieutenants and captains in
the combatant arms. Before this,
half the officers of the Army had
failed to reach major’s rank.)

Inevitably, Lord Hore-Belisha
depressed the spirits of senior
officers by lowering their ages of
retirement. One of his first acts,
an uncommonly bold one, was
to replace the Chief of the

Imperial General Staff and the
Adjutant-General by men ten
years younger .

There were many other inno-
vations for which Lord Hore-
Belisha was responsible—from
a more liberal issue of free
rail warrants to increased allow-
ances for soldiers’ families, from
introduction of proficiency pay
to 28 days free furlough for men
discharged as unfit. “The Army
is being mechanised,” he said in
1939. “I think it is also being
humanised.”

On one occasion he said he
was out to ensure ‘‘progres-
sive elimination from a soldier’s
drill of all superfluous postures
requiring rehearsal and from his
kit of all superfluous gadgets re-
quiring polish.” In this he was
not able to make much progress
—and his successors in office
were still making similar avowals
ten or fifteen years later. It was
Lord Hore-Belisha, again, who
gave stimulus to the supposedly
“modern” policy of employing
civilians on non-military work.

WOMAN reader wrote to

a national newspaper to

say how shocked she

was to hear, in the

midst of broadcasts to schools,

announcements advertising

careers in the Forces—“the type

of thing which we condemned as

warmongering militarism in
Hitler’s Germany.”

A week later she wrote in again
to say that the BBC’s Schools
Broadcasting Manager had
apologised for the intrusion of
these announcements. In future

Lieutenant-General Sir Geoffrey Bourne, commanding Middle East Land
Forces, leaving the airfield at Dhala, Western Aden Protectorate. Note
the device of the Aden Protectorate Levies on the door of the vehicle.

all intervals in schools broadcasts
were to be filled in by bells,
music or silence.

Probably silence would be
best. Somebody might unthink-
ingly play a martial air.

T is not every soldier who
would seek to fight a battle
in the High Court of Justice,
pitting his wits against those

of wrinkled gentlemen in wigs.
That is a situation for day-
dreams only.

The other day Mr. Marcus
Nagley, described as a former
National Serviceman, and Major
Eric Richardson appeared in
person in the Chancery Division
of the High Court to appeal
against income tax rulings.

Mr. Nagley, who served in the
Royal Army Pay Corps, did not
see why he should have to pay
tax on a £1 25 94 lodging allow-
ance received by him when he

THE HOWITZER BARKS AGAIN —

was posted to a station where
there was no Army accommoda-
tion. Similarly, Major Richard-
son saw no reason why he should
be taxed on an 115 a day lodging
allowance.

The argument hinged on such
niceties as what was meant by
“the employment of the preposi-
tion ‘in’ in ‘In the performance of
the . . . duties’.” Mr. Justice
Wynn Parry said he had the
greatest sympathy for the two
taxpayers concerned, but he had
to give judgment in accordance
with a precedent.

Crown counsel did not ask for
costs, and His Lordship said he
thought that was a very proper
course to take.

Ex-National Serviceman Nag-
ley and Major Richardson must
have left the Law Courts feeling -
that they had won a moral vic-
tory, which is often more satisfy-
ing than a legal one.

WEAPON which many supposed to

be on its way out has been given a
new lease of life by the Airborne Gunners
—the men who were the first to use it in
World War Two.

It is the 75-millimetre pack howitzer,
now being used in the Aden Protectorate
against raiding tribesmen from the Yemen
who hide among the rocks to snipe and
ambush. Because of its great manoeuvr-
ability over rough country the howitzer is

ideal for such operations.

Gunners of 33rd Paratroop Field Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery, arrived in Aden
recently by air from Britain to reinforce
British forces, Arabian Peninsula. They
will carry out a normal ground artillery
role and will not be parachuted into
action. Their howitzers are the biggest
ground weapon as yet used in these opera-
tions. Until they arrived nothing larger
than a 3-inch mortar had been available.

The 75-millimetre pack howitzer is being used against Yemeni tribesmen. This picture of
the weapon was taken on exercises by 33rd Paratroop Field Regiment in the Sinai desert.

This ‘may be the last time Airborne
Gunners will use their pack howitzer.
When the “Beverley” troop-carrying and
parachuting plane comes into service it
will carry, and be able to parachute, the
25-pounder gun. g

The 75-millimetre pack howitzer, an
American-designed weapon, was first
taken into action by Airborne Gunners in
Italy in 1943 when Gunners of Ist Air-
borne Landing Regiment were used as
part of 13 Corps Artillery. The weapon
was often towed into action behind a jeep
and was particularly effective in provid-
ing close support to Infantry. More than
once in Italy the howitzer was broken
down into pack loads and taken into
action on Churchill tanks.

It was also employed by 6th Airborne
Division during the Normandy landings
and by Ist Airborne Division at Arnhem.
Many of the 21 pack howitzers at Arnhem
were sited among the forward troops and
often in front of them. They caused
heavy casualties. The Royal Marines also
took this weapon into action in landing
craft in the North-West Borneo invasion.

The howitzer, which weighs little more
than a ton, can be broken down into nine
separate parts for parachuting or packing
into aircraft or gliders, and is quickly re-
assembled. Its maximum range is over
9000 yards and its rapid rate of fire is
six rounds a minute.
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Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister Right: A new American
of Defence, joined the Royal rocket — the Redstone —
Artillery as a Territorial. heads for the stratosphere.

T0 COMMAND A

RIIGKI:T BATTERY m

MAJOR SANDYS ALWAYS
BELIEVED IN ROCKETS

ever since he commanded Britain’s first rocket battery of World War Two.

MR. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of Defence, has been “rocket minded”

His Army career began when he obtained a Territorial commission in
the Royal Artillery in 1937. At the time he was Member of Parliament
for the Norwood Division of Lambeth. He had married Sir Winston Churchill’s

daughter Diana two years earlier.

It was in 1938 that he figured in a
famous political storm. In his Parlia-
mentary capacity he tabled a question on
the state of Britain’s anti-aircraft de-
fences. The wording of it showed that
he had a wider knowledge of these
defences than any second-lieutenant
should have possessed, and he was called
before the Attorney-General and ques-
tioned. The threat of prosecution under
the Official Secrets Act hung in the air.
After a great deal of hot air had been
generated, it was decided that Mr. Sandys
was covered by Parliamentary privilege.

According to General Sir Frederick
Pile, war-time Commander-in-Chief of
Anti-Aircraft Command, in his book
“Ack-Ack”: “There is no question that
out of all the trouble came a great bene-
fit to the country, because the full situa-
tion regarding our anti-aircraft defence

Lieut-Col. J. E
Cordingley,
Royal Artillery.

THE name of the regiment is
unique in the annals of the Gun-
ners: 47 Guided Weapons Regiment
(Field) Royal Artillery.

To Lieutenant-Colonel J. E. Cor-
dingley, Royal Artillery, falls the dis-
tinction of forming it—at Haig Lines,
Crookham, Hampshire.

This regiment, packing the biggest
long-distance punch yet, will bear
very little resemblance to an ordinary
Gunner regiment. It is expected that
the 500-odd men will be organised in
two batteries, but the number of
Corporals they will have on charge
has not yet been announced. There
will be a workshop of the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
permanently attached.

Much new scientific lore will have
to be learned by those who operate

- this surface-to-surface, radio-con-

was examined, public attention was
focussed on its shortcomings and pro-
duction was in consequence speeded up.”

In November 1940 the War Office
decided to form rocket batteries in an
attempt to strengthen the home anti-air-
craft defences. If a large patch of sky
in the path of a raider could be filled
with flying metal, it was argued, the
raider was as good as finished; the prob-
lem—no mean one—was to put that con-
centration of metal in the right patch of
sky at the right time.

To Major Duncan Sandys, as he then
was, fell the distinction of commanding
the first “Z” or rocket battery (he had
already seen active service with a con-
ventional anti-aircraft regiment in Nor-
way). He trained his new battery at the
research station at Aberporth, WaIes,

OVER.

1957

trolled weapon. Some of it will be
imparted at the School of Artillery at
Larkhill, on Sallsbury Plain. For
“firing camp™ the Regiment will
journey to the live missiles range on
South Uist,

Already a number of officers, war-
rant officers and sergeants have
undergone training on the Corporal
in America.

Lieutenant-Colonel Cordmgley,
born at Blandford in 1916, is the son
of Air Vice-Marshal Sir John Cor-
dingley. He was adjutant of his regi-
ment in 1940 and was in the Dunkirk
evacuation. Since the war he has
been an instructor at Sandhurst, a
commander of the Chestnut Troop
and a member of the Hull Committee
which last year studied how to
improve the organisation of the
Army.

Note: The Duke of Wellington said
of rockets (as used at Waterloo): “If
they had been invented before guns,
what an improvement the latter would
have been considered.”

But the Duke had not seen a
Corporal.




R O C K ETS continued

then moved it to Cardiff to lend a
a hand in the “blitz.”

“Here,” writes Air Vice-
Marshal Sir Philip Joubert, in
his recently published book
“Rocket™*, “with the aid of a
remarkable fire-control table con-
structed out of Meccano parts, he
launched his first attack against
the high-flying bomber.” One
hundred rockets rose, magnifi-
cently, but in the wrong direction.
Shortly afterwards, however, two
hits were claimed by the rocket
battery and the War Office
ordered more to be formed.

In 1941 Lieutenant-Colonel
Duncan Sandys commanded
three batteries, one of them
undergoing training at Aber-
porth and the other two deployed
operationally at Cardiff. The
strain of dashing from Aberporth
to Cardiff and back was a heavy
one. One day the car in which
he was being driven hit a wall at
speed and he received severe foot
injuries which put an end to his
Army service.

The rocket arm which he
raised was not neglected. Eventu-
ally the “Z” sites were handed
over to the Home Guard, since
no great technical knowledge or
skill was - required to operate
them. The rocket salvos were a
joyous sight but no one has ever
pretended that they were a major
factor in defeating the Luftwaffe.

But Duncan Sandys—now
Mister again—had not washed
his hands of rockets. After a
spell as Financial Secretary to
the War Office he became, in
1943, chairman of a War Cabinet
Committee for defence against

* Hutchinson, 18s.

Hitler's V-weapons. It fell to
him to analyse and assess the
many alarming reports from
underground sources on the Con-
tinent and to arrange for photo-
graphic reconnaissance flights
over such areas as Peenemunde.
Inspection of aerial photographs
showed that the Germans at
Peenemunde had sunk sus-
picious-looking concrete pits, in
the immediate area of which the
ground had a scorched look.
Other indications pointed clearly
to experimental work on long-
range rockets, with a probable
range of between 90 and 130
miles.

Not all the scientists agreed
that the rocket reports were to be
taken seriously. Lord Cherwell
was unconvinced, and experts
from the Ministry of Supply and
elsewhere “proved” the threat to
be hollow. There were rows
between Mr. Sandys and Lord
Cherwell. Eventually the War
Cabinet decided that Peene-
munde should be heavily strafed
—and heavily strafed it was.

Meanwhile information was
also being received about launch-
ing sites for the flying bomb.
Nobody pooh-poohed this threat
and the Royal Air Force took
energetic counter-measures.

After the V1 bombardment
opened, and the existing defences
were seen to be inadequate, Mr,
Sandys lent his support to the
proposal to shift the entire anti-
aircraft gun belt to the south
coast, leaving fighter aircraft as
second reserve and balloon
cables as third. This meant re-
siting 400 heavy and 600 light
guns.

In 1944 Mr. Sandys reported :
“In the future the possession of
superiority in  long-distance
rocket artillery may count for as

The weapon on which Major Duncan Sandys trained his anti-aircraft
Projectors like these helped to defend Cardiff.

1940.

Gunners in
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With his father-in-law, Sir Winston Churchill, on o war-time rocket

site: Major Duncan Sandys (right

much as superiority in naval or
air power. High-grade scientific
and engineer staff together with

extensive research facilities will

have to be maintained as a per-
manent part of our peace-time
military organisations.”

Which is exactly what hap-
pened. At Aberporth, where Mr.
Sandys trained his first “Z” bat-
tery, rocket development has
continued through the post-war

{ S Photograph: Imperial War Museum

years, and the Woomera range
was opened up in Australia. Mr.
Sandys, after holding a number
of political appointments, be-
came Minister of Defence early
this year. One of his first moves
was to fly to Washington to dis-
cuss, among other things, rocket
defences. No doubt they showed
him those impressive guided mis-
sile sites which ring America's
capital city.
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The old track was in bad repair. Here §'uppers and Pioneers re-lay part of the stretch to Llanymynech.

THE ARMY’S £25 RAILWAY

THE SHROPSHIRE AND MONTGOMERYSHIRE LIGHT RAILWAY WAS SOMETHING
OF A WHITE ELEPHANT——BUT THE SAPPERS HAVE LICKED IT INTO SHAPE.
EACH DAY THE ARMY RUNS A TRAIN CALLED THE “FARMERS' FRIEND"”

NE of the oldest civilian railways in Britain, the 92-year-old
Shropshire and Montgomeryshire Light Railway, which
was valued at only £25 when it was nationalised ten years
ago, is enjoying a welcome new lease of-life under military

control.

Before the Army took over the
railway—a 19-miles stretch of line
from Shrewsbury to the Welsh
border town of Llanymynech—
the owners could afford to run
only one goods train a day.
Engines and passenger coaches
which had long been out of ser-
vice were rusting in the sidings.
Tracks were weed-grown and in
places so much in need of repair
that a ten miles an hour speed
limit had to be laid down. The
“Slow and Mouldy,” as the local
wags used tocall it, was an appro-
priate nickname.

Today, the railway is the back-
bone of a network of tracks
which the Army has built on to
it to serve one of the largest
ammunition depots in the coun-
try. Most of the original track
on the main line has been re-
newed, larger sidings have been
built, derelict_bridges repaired or
replaced and a number of way-
side halts constructed. No. 1
Railway Group, Royal Engin-
esrs, who operate and maintain
the railway, move more than
1000 wagons and nearly 4000

tons of stores over it every week.

The Shropshire and Mont-
gomeryshire Light Railway is
the only nationalised railway in
Britain to be operated by the
Army. It first came under mili-
tary control in World War Two
when the owners handed it over
on condition that one goods train
should run in each direction on
six days of the week to collect
produce and deliver stores for
farmers.

Throughout the war, when the
railway was operated entirely by
Sappers, the civilian train never
failed to run.

When the railway was nation-
alised in 1947 and became part
of Western Region of British
Railways, the British Transport
Commission agreed that it should
continue to be operated by the
Army so long as the civilian
goods train made its daily
journey.

Hence every morning at 9.15,
except on Sundays, the “Far-
mers’ Friend,” as the goods train
is known, leaves the headquarters

OVER ...

The end of the line at Shrewsbury stops a few yards from the
original pulpit of Shrewsbury Abbey, now anancient monument.
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£ 2 5 R H.ILWHY continued

at Kinnerley to collect produce
—mainly sugar beet, but some-
times horses and cattle as well
—which the farmers load over-
night into British Railways’
wagons at sidings along the main
line. The wagons are shunted
into the exchange sidings at
Hookagate, just outside Shrews-
bury, for onwards transmission
by British Railways.

On its outward journey the
“Farmers’ Friend” also collects
wagon loads of locally quarried
stone, much of which ends up in
India, where it is used to make
tennis courts. Sometimes the
train also hauls petrol and oil
in tankers for garages and fac-
tories in Shrewsbury. On the
way back from Shrewsbury the
“Farmers’ Friend” takes in tow
wagons loaded with fertilisers,
cattle fodder, coal and other
goods.

Running this train is a very
small part of the work carried
out by No. 1 Railway Group on
the Shropshire and Montgomery-
shire Light Railway. Most days

/

six locomotives and more than
120 wagons travel up and down
the line collecting ammunition
delivered by British Railways
and taking it to the widely dis-
persed ammunition sheds, or

B

All movement on the Kineton Military Railway is controlled by a regula-
tor board, here being operated by Sergeant J. Hyett, the yard foreman.
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The Sappers built this bridge to carry the railway over the Severn.

a3 -

Remains of the old bridge, destroyed by flood, are in the foreground.

Below: One of the cight steam locomotives used on the Kineton Mili-
tary Railway. Right: A Saopper engine-ariver at Kinecton (note rail-
wayman’s cap with Corps badge) adjusts his loco’s spark arrester.

hauling ammunition from the
depot to the sidings, where British
Railways take it over for delivery

to units Western
Command.

Two passenger trains made up
of coaches built 50 years ago
carry soldiers from the depot
headquarters to outlying stores
sheds in the morning and bring
them back at night.

Western Division of No. 1
Railway Group controls ten
Army railways and a number of
Army sidings in Western Com-
mand. These have a combined
total of 250 miles of track. The
Group was civilianised at the end
of the war and only a few Sappers
are now employed on the Shrop-
shire and Montgomeryshire Light
Railway. But more soldiers will
soon be going there for addi-
tional training as engine-drivers,
firemen, shunters, blockmen and
platelayers after they have passed
out of the Royal Engineers’

throughout

Transportation Centre at Long-
moor. g

At the headquarters at Kinner-
ley a Sapper surveyor and two
Sapper draughtsmen draw up
plans for improvements and re-
pairs to all the Army’s railways
in the command. Most of the
repairs are carried out by a team
of 15 Sappers, called the “Flying
Gang,” who spend their time
relaying tracks, strengthening
bridges or building and repair-
ing sidings. Assisting them are
sections of the Royal Pioneer
Corps. Two sergeant traffic in-
spectors help to supervise the
railways, which are staffed mainly
by civilians.

Many of the civilians are for-
mer Sappers.  Mr. C. H. Calder,
Operating Officer on the Shrop-
shire and Montgomeryshire Light
Railway, who joined the Army
as a Gunner in 1916 and later
transferred to the Royal En-
gineers, helped at the end of




World War One to build an Army
railway in Salonika. In World
War Two he was operating super-
intendent on the Melbourne Mili-
tary Railway in Derbyshire for
four years.

The Army railway in Western
Command which employs most
soldiers is the Kineton Military
Railway in Warwickshire. Here
21 Sappers and 80 civilians oper-
ate more than 70 miles of tracks
and sidings serving another
ammunition depot. It is a novel
sight to see the badge of the
Royal Engineers worn on a rail-
wayman’s cap.

The Sappers’ team includes
drivers, firemen, shunters, loco-
motive maintenance men and

wagon repairers. One sergeant
is the sidings foreman and
another is foreman of the loco-
motive sheds.

Kineton's Military Railway has
eight steam locomotives, some
200 wagons and six petrol-driven
rail cars which are used to shift
small quantities of ammunition
from shed to shed and to trans-
port platelayers and repair men.

Part of this line runs through
the spot where the Battle of Edge-
hill was fought in 1642. Along-
side the track is a graveyard
where several years ago the bones
were dug up of two soldiers who
fell in that brief encounter
between Cavalier and Round-
head.

A Sapper shunter uncouples goods wagons at Kineton.

The Army railway at Kineton runs over the spot
where the Battle of Edgehill was fought in 1642.

The ghost of Prince Rupert,

who commanded the Royalist
, cavalry at Edgehill, is reputed to e

haunt the area. Some while ago | |
a soldier reported seeing the
apparition mounted on a horse
and holding aloft a staff. This
report brought a party of students
from Birmingham University to
Kineton, where they spent an
pnrewarding night’s ghost-watch-
ing.

Ghosts are not the only
hazards the Sapper railwaymen
at Kineton have to face. Cows,
horses and pigs from the many
farms around which the depot is
scattered frequently stray on to
the track and have to be chased
away by the shunters and firemen.

72 &
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“I'll give you a singe right
now, sergeant.’’

On maintenance work in the Kineton locomotive works.
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The World of One-

OT always has the soldier been a popular idol of boys’
adventure stories.

Cowboys, detectives, highwaymen, footballers, spacemen,
larky Fifth Formers—these, at various periods, have tended

to crowd him from the scene.

It is different nowadays. From
SOLDIER’S researches among
papers like Wizard and Lion,
Rover and Adventure, it is obvi-
ous that the soldier at present is
riding high in juvenile esteem.
(There is no truth in the rumour
that Army stories are included in
these papers for the benefit of
the many Army readers.)

Most of the soldier heroes are
fighting World War Two over
again, but others are battling up
the Nile to rout the Dervishes or
mowing down Zulu impis. No
campaign is too far off or too
old-fashioned, apparently, to
interest the modern schoolboy.

Possibly the most accom-
plished fictional soldier at the
moment is the Wizard's “One-
Stripe Wonder,” an adept at
languages and cipher-cracking.
In his few spare moments he
sharpens his wits on crossword
puzzles; faced with ***h**o*-
t**y* and the clue “fossil bird”
he instantly pencils in “Archzop-
teryx.” No wonder the Service
chiefs in the secret rooms of
Whitehall vie for his services.

The One-Stripe Wonder, how-
ever, prefers active service,
where he still finds ample oppor-
tunities for cipher-cracking. He
figured in a dashing exploit in

Norway, assisted by a Com-
mando officer with a black eye-
patch and a wire-bound cricket
stump for weapon (a change
from those cricket bats which
used to deal out such execution).
The real wonder about the One-
Stripe Wonder is why he never
gets a second stripe or a first pip.

The One-Stripe Wonder may
be a trifle hard to swallow, but
not so hard as the Adventure's
tale of the high school cadet corps
who go on manceuvres with Glik,
a pink frog-like creature from
Space. Glik's secret weapons in-
clude an automatic hypnotiser,
an anti-gravity device which pre-
vents parachutists from descend-
ing and a machine which, by
“lowering the molecular tension”™
of metal, causes tanks to melt like
hot chocolate.

The British gunboats were advancing u ﬁ the Nile to attack the Dervishes, and it was all hands
to the ropes to drag fhe boats throug

"*Qld-fashioned’ campaigns are not old-fashioned any more.
describing the passage of the Nile cataracts in 1896. Below:

the racing, ragmg current of the m:ghfy cafaract

This illustration is from a Wizard story
Lion’s Corporal Carley stands at bay.

PATTIING PALS o (ORPORAL [,anum;;g

CORPORAL CARLEY
AND HIS PALS

WORLD WAR 1I.
AFTER HEAVY
FIGHTING THEY
WERE ORDERED
TO A REST AREA.
ON THE WAY THEY
WERE ATTACKED
BY A NAZ|

DIVE - BOMBER .
THEY TOOK
SHELTER IN A
COTTAGE, BUT TWO
OF “THE PARTY
WERE WOUNDED.
CORPORAL CARLEY
THEN DASHED
FROM THE
COTTAGE, PICKED

THE PLANE
SINGLE-HANDED

WIiTH MACHINE-GUNS CHATTERING, THE NAZ| PLANE ROARED TOWARDS THE
DEFIANT CORPORAL. GRIMLY HE FIRED BACK, AND SUDDENL"!’"— " B

1'VE GoT 1T’

/'VE SET /178

ENGINE ON
FIRE S
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Stripe

Yet many of the war stories in
boys’ papers today are straight-
forward tales of adventure which
could happen. Take, for instance,
Adventure's picture series based
on the exploits of the Long Range
Desert Group, or the tales of Cor-
poral Carley and his Infantry
pals, in Lion. There is nothing
fundamentally impossible in Cor-
poral Carley’s feats. He and his
pals patrol, stalk, cross rivers,
negotiate minefields, blow up
bridges and bluff the enemy in
various ways. They don’t do any-
thing anybody else couldn’t do,
but they do it more often and
more successfully.

Rover, first published in 1922,
has always made a speciality of
soldier stories. Between the
world wars it ran tales about both
real and fictional soldiers, fea-
tured.the exploits of famous regi-
ments, gave away finplate regi-
mental badges and coloured
cards showing uniforms and
divisional signs.

A recent series in Rover has
featured a different weapon each
week, not omitting the despised
Boyes anti-tank rifle. A dashing
cover picture showed “The Two-
Pounders’ Last Stand.” One
tale (“The Dragon’s Breath”)
was headed : “The action-packed
story of Private Ted Carter—the
soldier who is hopeless with a gun
but causes havoc with a flame-
thrower.”

The less dashing arms of the
Service are not neglected. Hor-
spur featured Private Fred Scar-
lett, Royal Pioneer Corps, a
drainage expert who contrived
to lure a German tank to a watery
grave.

Most of the heroes of boys’ fic-
tion are highly versatile fellows.
They are crack shots with almost
every kind of weapon, they know
how to use explosives, they can
ride motor cycles or drive tanks.
If there’s a chance of stealing an
enemy aircraft—well, there’s
always somebody like Buster
Hopkins who “did a spot of club
flying before the war.” Boy
readers do not mind if an im-
probable prowess is attributed to
their heroes, but they object if
orthodox weapons like mortars
and anti-tank guns are made to
perform impossibilities.

Boys’ heroes are, of course, tee-
totallers to a man. They use no
swear words other than a not-
too-modern schoolgirl might use.
There are no women in their
lives. They are respectful to-
wards authority. And they stun
rather than slay.

The boys’ papers have helped
to win both world wars with won-
der machines which had no basis
in reality; for instance, the Grab-
ber, which was a tank with a long
arm capable of picking up a flee-
ing staff car and decanting the
occupants. But some of the
machines invented in these
papers were not necessarily any

Wonders

adventure stories
today the soldier has reached a
new pinnacle of - popularity

In boys’

more remarkable than many of
the contraptions developed in
World War Two. The *“Great
Panjandrum”™ (the rocket-pro-
pelled giant drum designed for
charging up a mined beach) was
pure Wizard; so was Sir Winston
Churchill’s “White Rabbit” (a
mighty trench-cutting machine).

For all SOLDIER knows, a
boys’ writer may have anticipated
the wartime Habakkuk project,
which was to involve the con-
struction of floating airfields
made of ice reinforced with saw-
dust. Quite recently Rover has
been running a series about an
asdic team stationed on an island
which turns out to be a vast sea
monster (the team were able to

.erect steel masts on- it without

noticing that they were sinking
their foundations in meat).

Mulberry Harbour was fore-
seen by a boys’ writer as long ago
as 1897. In the Boys' Friend of
that year Hamilton Edwards
wrote a serial, “Britain in Arms
which described an attempted in-
vasion of this country by France
and Russia. The invasion was
rebuffed, thanks to. the Royal
Navy and the 17th Lancers, and
Lord Roberts was then ordered
to lead an expedition against the
French. There was a surprise for
the British expeditionary force
when it neared France:

“As they steamed in towards
shore the soldiers were astonished
to find that a landing stage had
been erected for them, and every-
thing was ready for .the ships to
run alongside and the British
troops to land.

“The move of Lord Roberts
had been well calculated. A
detachment of Royal Engineers
had constructed a floating wharf
made to fit this particular point
in the shore. This wharf had
been towed across the Channel
and fixed while the British Fleet
was bombarding Havre.”

Between them, Lord Roberts
and General Sir Redvers Buller
subjugated the “confounded
French” and dictated peace.

Whether .these distinguished
commanders ever read about
their imaginary exploits in the
Boys' Friend, and if so whether
they were suitably flattered, we
do not know. Probably the edi-
tors of Wizard and Lion would
think twice before appointing
Field-Marshals Montgomery and
Templerto perform asimilar feat.

The Lion liiusrran'ans are reproduced by
courtesy of the Amalgamated Press and
those from Wizard ang Rover by courtesy
of Messrs. D. C. Thomson and Co. »

Wizard’s One-Stripe Wonder and the one-eyed caoptain interrupt a telegraphist.

Sergeant Mullins’ Bofors is the only anti-aircraft gun on Malta without any
“kills.” Is there a hoodoo on his gun’

THE GUN THAT AlWAYS HissED

Above is an illustration from the Bofors

Rover has been running o series based on different weapons.
story. Below: The same magazine published picture accounts of actions in which VCs were won.

DARING DEEDS of WORLD MIIIII

; a High up in the ltalian Alps, 8 machine-gun nest

Was Iloldhu up Allied progruu alon(lnlrrew pass.

M.ny are the gallant u:la“ of mon-laad women When two machine-gun nests menaced the British go Jones himself with

—of mil nations whan “ under fire.” Corporal grpops, Sergeant Eardley tore over ground which .,au. clothes, a.nm‘ skis, md’ then sped down

my tanks with his Hght was criss-crossed by a deadly hail of bullets. He ¢he mountainside. He took the snemy by sur-

machine-gun. badly wounded, he put chen silenced the anemy by hurling grenades at prise and captured the lot!
two of them out of action and caused the other them.

three to make a hasty retreat.
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N ingenious device

for landing men and
materials at any point
along the world’s coast-
lines is undergoing its
final tests by United
States troops, on NATO's
behalf, in France.

It is the De Long Sea
Terminal, an artificial
military port designed
for use where existing
docks have been des-
troyed or natural
harbours do not exist.

Unlike Mulberry Har-
bour of World War
Two, the Sea Terminal,
an American invention,
does not depend on
piers which have to
float up and down with
the tide, Nor does it
have to be towed across
the seas. It can be
carried on board ship
or transported overland.

The Sea Terminal's
pier is supported by
caissons six feet in
diameter and sunk
firmly into the seabed.
The loading platform
can be raised or
lowered  hydraulically
on the caissons. Two
ships can be unloaded
simultaneously.

The pier is connected
to the land by four
aerial tramways, each
able to lift up to ten
tons. Along these “‘sky-
hooks" 135 h.p. petrol-
driven locomotives
carry stores on plat-
forms and men in cages.
At Talmont on the west
coast of France men of
the United States Trans-
portation Corps unload-
ed more than 5000 tons
of stores and hundreds
of men in a day.
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Above: An aerial
locomotive with o
ten-ton load. It is
petrol-driven and
needs only one
man to operate.
He is in radio
touch with control.

Left: A view of the
pier through the
framework of a
"’sea island” which
supports the gates
carrying the over-
head track cables.

Right: Caissons
sunk into the sea
bed support the
pier, which can be
raised or lowered
hydroulically. Two
vessels of up to
10,000 tons can
unload on the pier
at the same time.

General Lauris Norstad, Supreme Allied Com-
mander in Europe, and his deputy, Field-Marshal
Viscount Montgomery. Right: The NATO flag
and the flags of 15 member nations fly over the
entrance to SHAPE Headquarters near Paris.
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10 or OTAN-it still spells HOPE
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The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation is eight years
old this month—and, despite squabbles, growing stronger

450,000,000 people. They stand for one-sixth of the world.

l ;lFTEEN flags flying on tall poles represent the hopes of

They stand for NATO (or, as the French call it, OTAN).
Of course, you cannot just put up fifteen flags and call that
a military alliance. In its eight years the North Atlantic Treaty

Organisation can offer more
tangible results than that. Its
statisticians can show that it has
nearly 200 airfields suitable for
jet aircraft, as against 15 in 1950.
It has 3000 miles of fuel pipe-lines
and scores of ammunition
dumps. More than 900 miles of
submarine cables, 10,000 miles of
land lines and 7500 miles of radio
relay circuits have been added to
existing civilian networks.

Yet pipelines and dumps are
no more use than flags unless
there are men in uniform. Just
how many troops NATO should
have under command is a subject
of topical controversy. Pro-
posals to cut Britain’s four divi-
sions in Germany (two Infantry,

sOLDIER

SOLDIER’s front cover was adapted
from a sign on the NATO exhibition
vehicle which has been visiting
British Army units in Germany.

two armoured) have fluttered
West European capitals.

If a sudden, powerful chal-
lenge came out of the East, what
would be the function of the
NATO armies? It would be to
hold the invader from the cities
and the plains long enough to
enable effective reprisals to be
launched.

The Supreme Allied Com-
mander in Europe, General
Lauris Norstad, has made it clear
that in his view the NATO troops
for this purpose are already
pared to the safe minimum. At
present, he can call on nearly 100
trained divisions (on the ground
or in reserve), about 6000 aircraft
and 1500 naval vessels.

When General Dwight D.
Eisenhower became the first
Supreme Allied Commander in
Europe he had only 12 poorly-
equipped divisions at his disposal.
The story goes that when he
asked what the Russians would
need to reach the English Chan-
nel he was told, “Only shoes.”

Today, the 15 countries of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa-
tion have built up a defensive
shield from Alaska to the Cau-
casus, embracing the Atlantic
Ocean, the whole of North
America and most of Europe. If
a member nation is attacked the
rest are pledged to go to its aid
as a combined force using com-
mon weapons and under one
command. The strategic air
forces of Britain and the United

OVER...

occupy as a permanent home.

A model of the new six>storey headquarters in Paris which NATO will

It was designed by a French architect.
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An aerial view of SHAPE
at Marly-le-Roi. In this
headquarters men of oll
the NATO nations work.

Below: Allied Forces
Southern Europe head-
quarters are at Naoples.
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Above: Headquar-
ters of Allied Forces
Central Europe
ore at Fontaine-
bleau, near Paris.

Left: This is the
Malta headquarters
of Allied Forces
Mediterranean.

The NATO flag
flies over the head-
quarters near Oslo
of Allied Forces
Northern Europe.
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States could carry atomic des-
truction to the heart of any
aggressor.

But NATO has no aggressive
plans of its own. Its aim is to
preserve peace by setting up
deterrent forces so strong that no
enemy will take the risk of
attacking. It is no accident that
since the creation of NATO there
has been no war in Europe and
not one inch of territory has
fallen under Soviet rule.

Over the past eight years,
NATO experts have been tack-
ling the prodigious problems of
standardising weapons, ammuni-
tion and equipment. Each
country is kept informed of
developments in atomic and
thermo-nuclear weapons. Thus, as
well as saving considerable sums
of money which would otherwise
have been spent by each nation
separately, NATO aims to make
the men and the weapons of the
different armies interchangeable
and the latest weapons produced
by one nation available for
every member of the team.

An outstanding example of the
way in which this co-operation
works is the training of British
soldiers in America on “the
United States’ guided missile, the
Corporal. The first British regi-
ment to use this weapon is now
being formed.

NATO is not only a defensive
military alliance. The member
countries also work together for
political and economic stability
(all belong to the Organisation
for European Economic Co-
operation) and for cultural and
social advancement.

The governing body is the
North Atlantic Council which
sits in temporary headquarters in
the grounds of the Palais de
Chaillot in Paris, in the shadow
of the Eiffel Tower. It is soon to
move to a permanent home at a
new headquarters in Paris. All
15 member governments are
represented on the Council and
all military and civilian bodies
are responsible to it.

The Military Committee, com-
posed of the Chiefs of Staff of
the member countries (except
Iceland, which has no military
forces) meets twice a year in
Washington. It makes recom-
mendations to the Council on
defence and directs military
policy through a Standing Group
made up of representatives of the
Chiefs of Staff of the United
States, Britain and France.

The four operational com-
mands are Supreme Headquar-
ters Allied Powers .Europe
(SHAPE), Supreme Allied Com-
mand. Atlantic (SACLANT),
Channel Command (CHAN-
COM) and the Canada-United
States Regional Planning Group
(CUSRPQG).

All the British ground forces
allotted to NATO are part of
SHAPE and belong to Rhine
Army, the Commander-in-Chief

OVER...
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Above: In Berlin’s
Grunewald American
Infantrymen exercise
with one of NATO's
modern weapons, the
105 mm recoilless rifle
mounted on a jeep.

Right: Gunners of the
French Army show off
their 155 mm howitzer

Men of the 51st Italion
Air Brigade at work on
a control tower during
an exercise in ltaly.
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N A I 0 concluded

of which, General Sir Dudley
Ward, is also Commander of
Northern Army Group in Allied
Forces Central Europe, one of
SHAPE’s four subordinate com-
mands, The other three are
Allied Forces Northern Europe,
Allied Forces Southern Europe
and Allied Forces Mediter-
ranean.

SHAPE, which was set up in
1951 at Marly-le-Roi near Paris,
controls NATOQO’s land, sea and
air forces from northern Norway
to North Africa and from the
eastern seaboard of the Atlantic
to the eastern borders of Turkey.

*Next month’s SOLDIER will
describe the life of British troops
at SHAPE Headquarters in Paris.

Right: Mules, too, are part
of NATO's defence: ltalian
Alpine troops on exercises.

Below (left): Turkish Infan-
trymen with a bazooka, and
(right) a mobile command
post of the Danish Army.

United States frogmen. place explosives under the sea during a NATO exercise in Turkey. Luxembourg troops with a recoilless rifle.
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Recruits to the Women's Royal Army Corps look at the bright
lights of London. Right: Their guide—RSM A. Hildyard, WRAC.
Photograph: FRANK TOMPSETT

THEIR GUIDE
WAS THE RSM

EGIMENTAL Sergeant-Major Alys Hildyard,
second senior RSM in the Women’s Royal Army
Corps, takes new recruits on a conducted tour of
London once a month,

The tour is by way of a reward for girls who have com-
pleted their training at the Depot at Guildford. It is “on
the house”—expenses being paid out of Regimental Institute
funds.

The girls travel by coach to London and collect free
theatre tickets from the Nuffield Centre. Then they take
in St. Paul’s, the Tower, the Houses of Parliament, and finish
with after-theatre dancing at the Nuffield Centre again.

RSM Hildyard, who is Depot entertainments officer, has
18 years unbroken service with the Corps, seven of them in
Germany. The daughter of a retired Sapper colonel, she
recently received the British Empire Medal from the Queen
at Buckingham Palace.
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“Excuse me, mate, but do you

know that fag behind your ear
is burning?"

“I'm getting worried about this battalion.
The men are ordering more copies of Beano
than they are of News of the World.”

3
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“Stop worrying—you don’t hear them until
they’ve gone past.”

“We're pincﬁe&. Parking
without lights."”

] “Fm sure you

. must get tired of

all that square-
bashing.”

Retz.

o 3T w “l said | had scruples, so
That thing’s dangerous! the sergeant said report sick.”
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THE ARMY FOUGHT TO SAVE

The guard dogs in Singapore
began to die—and an Army
hygiene unit was faced with a
pretty problem in detection

OT so long ago spectators on the Singapore
Padang saw an oufstanding display of
acrobatics by degs from the Army Guard
Dog Unit.

The dogs completed a series of tasks which could
only have been carried out by superbly fit animals.
Their condition is the result of a combined opera-
tion on the part of the unit’s veterinary staff and the
Hygiene and Malaria Control Unit.

It was in June 1955 that the dog unit noticed
something seriously amiss with their charges. Dogs
which had previously undergone long patrols with-
out fatigue now tired quickly. Post-mortems carried
out on dogs which died suddenly showed heart-
worm to be the cause of death. Blood tests revealed
that more than half the dogs were infected.

Large numbers of mosquitoes in the area gave
rise to the belief that these insects were in some
way responsible for the spread of the disease. Hence
the Hygiene and Malaria Control Unit were called
in to discover, if possible, the chain of infection.

It was known that the worms, some three to four
inches long, lived in the heart cavity and that the
larvae they produced required a host, or carrier,
during incubation before entering the bloodstream
of another dog. No available drug was capable of
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Corporal Pat Taylor holds Dulcie, an eight-year-old brood bitch while
Corporal Pete Taylor deftly tokes a sample of her blood for testing.

killing the adult worm so there
remained two courses: to kill the
larvae in the bloodstream or to
destroy the carrier.

The first method was tackled by
the veterinary staff who treated
the infected dogs with various
drugs known to be lethal to
larvae. Although there was a
slight improvement in most of
the dogs only a very small per-
centage showed a negative larvae
count by the end of the course.
Meanwhile, the Hygiene Section
were carrying out field work to
determine the other link in the
infection chain, the carrier. They
worked under their entomologist
officer, Lieutenant R. D. Hughes,
Royal Army Medical Corps.

Two National Servicemen,
Private C. M. Hughes and Pri-
vate D. K. Mugford, both of the
Royal Army Medical Corps,
spent several nights in the ken-
nels under a mosquito net, open
at one end. As a mosquito
alighted on one of them, the other
would scoop it deftly into a test
tube which was then labelled
with the time and place of the
capture.

Meanwhile, research had un-
covered the remarkable fact that
the larvae came to the skin-level
blood vessels only between eight
and eleven at night. From the
log of the mosquito trapping a
statistical table was drawn up. It

Left: Jinks is on top of his form.
He is ready for any acrobatics.

showed that one kind of mos-
quito, Mansonia Uniformia, was
many times more prevalent at the
time when larvae in the dogs were
in the skin area. Further experi-
ments proved Mansonia to be
the culprit.

But the battle was not yet won.
Any other mosquito could have
been eliminated simply by
spreading oil on ‘the nearby
hyacinth ponds, thus choking the
young mosquitoes who breathe
through the surface of the water.
Mansonia, however, is much
more cunning. The adult lays its
eggs underneath the leaves of
water hyacinths. When hatched
the larvae drop from the leaves,
sink beneath the surface, attach
themselves to the stalk of the
plant and breathe through it until
they reach the adult stage.

Destruction of the mosquitoes
was finally achieved by the use of
a soluble insecticide provided by
a commercial organisation. Whcn
dropped into hyacinth ponds the
pellets dissolve slowly and
remain effective for six months.
A commercial fog spray was also
used to rid the kennels of the
adult Mansonia.

About 30 new dogs were
brought from England in 1956 to
replace those infected. Of these
reinforcements not one contacted
heartworm.

All the key men in this opera-
tion have now returned to
Britain and unfortunately could
not witness the happy results of
their efforts.

THESE DOGS

Bandit's-eye view of a healthy guard dog: Bristle.

The main function of Singa-
pore’s Hygiene and Malaria Con-
trol Unit, is, of course, preven-
tion of malaria; it has 100
labourers continually spraying
ponds. But “hygiene” covers
much; one day, within fifteen
minutes, came requests for help
from a unit which- was having
trouble with cockroaches,
another which was beset by rats,
a Gurkha unit with white ants in
its kit boxes and a supply depot
with a marauding nine-foot
pytnon. — Report by  Staff-
Sergeant R. REAY.

Lieut. J. Jennings, entomological
officer, examines mosquito larvae.

Trigger, o three-months pup raised in the Guard Dog Unit, plays
happily with the unit cat, which shows no fear of fierce and bristly canines.
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The men of three regiments
are helping the police in
Northern Ireland to guard
against outrages by the

. =2y . D
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Part of the wreckage of the Territorial Army centre in Dungannon,
County Tyrone, after an IRA raid. It cost £40,000 and was a show-place.
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One of the craters which Sappers blew in scores of border roads,
to hamper border-hoppers. The house on the other side is in Eire,

NI

Gunners of 61 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery, wire the river bridge which leads i!'ll'o
their barracks at Omagh. Left: Putting the finishing touches to a tangle of barbed wire.
Photographs: *SOLDIER" Cameraman ARTHUR BLUNDELL

ON BRITISH

OR troops who had fought terrorism on varying fronts, in Cyprus, Eg)_rpt
Fand Kenya, it was an odd experience to be going through the same security
routine on the soil of the United Kingdom.

The boundary which winds over bogs, streams and potato fields between
Northern Ireland and Eire looks quiet enough; but if the Irish Republican Army
decide it is-a good night for an outrage there may be bullets flying in the lanes
and mortar flares hanging in the sky.

From Londonderry in the north-west to Warrenpoint in the south-east, patrols
of soldiers from three regiments and policemen of the Royal Ulster Constabulary
have been keeping joint watch on the boundary. )

In the larger towns and along the main roads other mixed patrols, some in
armoured cars, are on the alert, guarding bridges and public buildings. In the
wired enclosures around the sand-bagged police stations and in the heavily pro-
tected barracks sentries patrol in pairs. In the barrack-rooms emergency platoons

sleep in their boots and battle-
dress trousers, rifles and Sten

Brigadier O. «G. Brooke DSO,
Commander of 39 Independent
Infantry Brigade, who directed
the Army’s operations. He com-
manded the 1st Battalion The
Welch Regiment in the Canal
Zone in 1951-52 and then spent

" nearly two years in Malaya as

commanding officer of 22nd

SOIL

Special Air Service Regiment
until he broke his leg parachut-
ing into the jungle.

When the Irish Republican
Army opened its campaign by
blowing up a Territorial Army
drill hall in Enniskillen and
attacking (unsuccessfully, thanks
to a sentry’s vigilance) the Depot
barracks of the Royal Irish Fusi-
liers in Armagh, the Army
speedily moved into action.
Within a few hours of being
called in to aid the Royal Ulster
Constabulary, troops had taken

up emergency stations in the six
counties of Ulster.

By themselves the Royal
Ulster Constabulary could keep
watch on only a fraction of the
border, which twists over nearly
400 miles of desolate country-
side. Police stations, which the
raiders had threatened to make
their chief target, were without
defences and many of the public
buildings and important road
crossings and bridges had no
guards.

The Army took on all three
commitments and for the first
few weeks none of the troops had
more than a few hours sleep a
day (one Signalman kept con-
stant watch at his wireless set,
snatching sleep when he could,
for 17 days).

By day, parties of soldiers went
to work sand-bagging and wiring
scores of police stations, begin-
ning with those near the border,
fixing alarm devices to the barbed
wire to give warning of the
approach of attackers and cutting
down trees to give the police a
better field of fire. Other parties,

What the troops
and police are
up against . . .

supervised by Sappers, blew
large craters in hundreds of
secondary roads and crossing
places along the border. On other
highways they drove six-foot
iron spikes into the ground to
prevent vehicles crossing into
Northern Ireland. Soldiers were
put on guard to strengthen police
patrols at places likely to be
attacked.

By night, at least a third of the
troops were out on patrol with
the police in Land Rovers or
armoured cars, while another
third stood by with the emer-
gency platoons.

These measures soon paid
dividends. When raiders attacked
a police station at Brooke-

ERRORISTS BLOW UP TWO
ULSTER RAIL BRIDGES

——

LINE TO BELFAST IS SEVERED

FROM OUR OWN _ CORRESPONDENT
Two railwlv:; bridges in the mountains of County Tyrone,”

BELFAST, Sunday.

dam: by bligan

borough in County Fermanagh
the men of “B” Company,
Royal Warwickshire Regiment,
were first to the rescue. Warning
of the raid came when Major J.
Chutter, who commands “B”
Company, was in conference
with County Police Inspector J.
Reid at police headquarters in
Enniskillen. A wireless message
was flashed to the border patrol
and at the same time the emer-
gency platoon was called out. It
arrived at Brookeborough, 12
miles away from barracks, 20
minutes later, beating the border
patrol to the scene by several
minutes. On the arrival of the
troops the gunmen broke off the

OVER...

guns by their beds.

It is like old times for two of
the regiments which have been
at action stations in Northern
; Ireland since the IRA revived
their activities last December.
The Ist Battalion The Royal
Warwickshire Regiment has not
' long been home from Cyprus

“1 and before that it served in the

Canal Zone during the 1953
troubles. Most of the officers
and almost all the NCOs of the
Ist Battalion The Royal North-
umberland Fusiliers campaigned
in Kenya for two years.

The third regiment, which
joined the other two six weeks
after the emergency began, is a
Gunner unit temporarily con-
verted to Infantry—61 Field
Regiment, Royal Artillery, which
fought with 25-pounders and 4.2-
inch mortars in Korea. This was
its first operational ‘role as
Infantry.

It. was like old times, too, for

At a border police station a Royal Northumber-
land Fusilier and a member of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary are ready for action,

Men of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment set off

A Territorial takes no chances. He | ;
on a night border patrol with the Ulster police.

examines a visitor’s pass through a spy
hole in the gates of the barracks.

Now it's the map of Ireland: Brigadier 0. G. Brooke DSO, who directs Army operations against the raiders,
and his brigade major, Major P. Leng. The Brigadier has fought terrorists in Egypt and Malaya, too.

(l g" J " - ,,.‘-'!b ‘.
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ON GUARD ON BRITISH SOIL cntined

action and fled, leaving behind
two dead. A cloth sign in green,
orange and white (the IRA
colours), taken from one of the
dead men, is now in the regi-
mental museum.

The Royal Northumberland
Fusiliers’ emergency platoon
took only six minutes to reach
another police station in County
Armagh, two miles from bar-
racks, when it was attacked in the
early hours. :

On occasions soldiers join the
police in searching border vil-

lages and fields for suspects.
After the Territorial Army drill
hall in Dungannon was attacked
men of “A” Company, Royal
Warwickshire Regiment, were
out for two days combing the
surrounding area. They also
took part in a sweep in the Sper-
rin Mountains as a result of
which a motor van used by the
raiders was found.

The troops are often called
upon at short notice to set up
road blocks, by day and night,
and sometimes spend the night

=

The Royal Warwicks in -C-i-urrison set up a road

on watch inside and outside
police stations. Weapon training
teams from each regiment visit
police stations every day to
instruct the police in handling
mortars, Bren guns and other
small arms.

There is the closest co-opera-
tion between the Army and the
Royal Ulster Constabulary,
many of whose men served in the
British Army in World War Two.
Plans for combating the raiders
are worked out jointly and in
each county the police are in

blocl; on the main road from Eire.

constant touch by wireless with
the supporting troops, who can
thus go into action immediately.

The Territorial Army in
Northern Ireland is also playing
its part. When permission was
given for Territorials to guard
their own buildings and thus
relieve Regular troops, they vol-
unteered almost to a man. Some
who live in the towns where the
drill halls are situated go on
guard twice a week. Typical was
the response of “D” Company,
5th Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
(TA), 90 per cent of whose
officers and men volunteered on
the first day. E. J. GROVE

There’s a Garrison at Garrison Again

Northern Ireland and

Eire, in the appropri-

ately named village of Garrison

on the shores of Lough Melvin,

live the most westerly stationed
troops in the British Isles.

To the west are some 15 miles

of Eire and then nothing but the

Atlantic Ocean stretching to the’

FEW hundred yards from
the border between

A weapon training instructor from the Royal Warwickshire Regiment

The most westerly troops in the British Isles keep watch
where King Fergus’s Ulstermen stood, 1600 years ago

coast of Labrador.

More than 1600 years ago
King Fergus's Ulstermen kept
watch here to prevent Celtic
invaders from crossing the

instructs a class of policemen at Garrison on the two-inch mortar.
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ancient

Ulster Border. The
troops who garrison Garrison
today perform a similar task:
guarding the same border against
incursions by the IRA.

Many years ago Garrison
boasted a barracks (hence its
name). When the men of the
Royal Warwickshire Regiment
went there recently all the village
had to offer was a church hall
backing on to a graveyard.

But the Warwicks soon made
themselves at home. They
brought their own beds and
erected them in the hall, the men
sleeping in the main part, the
NCOs on the stage and officers
in a small room. Behind the
stage a cookhouse was set up.
Water had to be brought from the
village pump.

When SOLDIER visited Gar-
rison 2nd Lieutenant J. Humph-
reys was arranging with the local
police sergeant a combined
border patrol that night. One
party of soldiers was finishing the
sandbagging and wiring of the

police station and cutting down
surrounding trees. Another was
on its way to set up a road block.
The rest were asleep in the
church hall recovering from a
nine-hour patrol the previous
night.

The Warwicks (due to be re-
placed at Garrison by Gunners
of 61 Field Regiment, Royal
Artillery) have little time to
enjoy the few amenities which
the village offers. There is no
cinema but there are three public
houses, two hotels and three
churches, each with its own
school. Every evening soldiers
off duty are invited to one or
more of the 25 houses in the vil-
lage. !

Garrison is a fisherman’s
paradise for Lough Melvin is one
of the best fishing grounds in the
whole of Ireland, abounding in
salmon and trout. Up to the time
of SOLDIER's visit no man had
been able to spare the time to
go fishing: they were all too busy
guarding the border.
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his pockets, then accepted my
cigarette. *“ Expensive ? " he asked.
** More than worth a little extra™ |

told him. You will agree.
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Your
Anniversary Gift
for less than £1-0-0

Send HER Roses or Carnations next time
~and every time.

The most personal and acceptable gift

of all.

Just send your order and remittance to

POST ROSES,
WALTHAM CROSS,

HERTFORDSHIRE,

ENGLAND.

They will send choice, fresh cut hothouse
Roses or Carnations direct from their nurs-
eries, to any relative or friend—your wife,
girl friend or mum, to any address in Great
Britain to arrive ON THE DAY

Send your order NOW for ANY DATE in
> the future. Please note that during January
~and February Roses are not in production, but
carnations are available throughout the year.

Complete the coupon provided and send it with your
remittance (minimum 17/6) together with your per-
sonal message (in a sealed envelope) for the recipient.
For 17/6 she will receive not less than one dozen
blooms, but for £1 1ls. 6d. double quantity will be
sent.

From 1st December to lst January (inclusive) and

Blooms: for £1 5s. 0d., one dozen: and for £2 5s. 0d.,
two dozen. The rose season is then coming to an end
and all orders for roses will be executed whilst
supplies last, but we may possibly have to send
carnations instead.

For all H.M. FORCES OVERSEAS

GRAMOPHONE
RECORDS
at EXPORT PRICES

Please write for our EXPORT Price list. Catalogues of

Records are available if required. We can supply Records

of ALL MAKES AND SERIES and all orders are dealt
with immediately received.

The following are a selection of EXPORT

Prices:
33 r.p.m. DECCA, LXT Series 28/6
o H.M.V. ALP. . 28/6
45 r.p.m. MGM-EP 33 7/6
” ESQ‘EP ” 9!9
78 r.p.m. CL-10in. s 4/3
5 HMV-POP e 4/-

(Also available at EXPORT prices, Record Players and

Radiograms by: PYE, DECCA, G.E.C.,, EKCO,

MURPHY and all leading makes. All Gramophone
Accessories.)

May we serve YOU?
BRAHAM, MASTERS & CO. LTD.

174 NEW BOND STREET LONDON. W.1.
Cables;: BRAMASLIN

during this period only, for 17/6 she will receive eight

SA/ST
TO POST ROSES,

WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS, ENGLAND.
Please send ROSES/CARNATIONS to:

Name
Address

to arrive on :
Cheque/PO enclosed for
State colour of flowers required
(Giving second choice)

My name and address is

Please write clearly in block letters and remember to enclose the personal
message which is to go with your box of flowers.

May we suggest that you retain this coupon for future use.
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Isn’t
it time
YOU
had a
banking

account
9

More AND MORE people are opening current
accounts at Lloyds Bank. There is no safer place
for your money; and payment by cheque is quite
the most convenient way of settling bills.
You will find a copy of * Banking for Beginners™
Jreely available at any of our branches.

LLOYDS BANK




BOOKSHELF

A soldier little known to the general public, Field-Marshal Lord Alanbrooke,
is classed by an eminent historian with Marlborough and Wellington.

ALANBROOKE HAD THE OFFER OF
'EIGHTH ARMY

many years ago, ransacked

to good purpose the

diaries of Samuel Pepys—
diaries which that great but way-
ward Englishman hoped would
never see the light.

In more récent years he has
been privileged to go through
the personal diaries of a great
Irishman, Field-Marshal Lord
Alanbrooke.  These lock-up
volumes were not written for
publication, but as a nightly letter
from a soldier to his wife.

The result of Sir Arthur
Bryant’s reszarches is “The Turn
of the Tide” (Collins, 30s), a book
which has received, and is still
receiving, the special publicity
treatment which the firm of Col-
lins raserves for epics or near-
epics. This campaign will be
thoroughly justified if, in con-
sequence, Field-Marshal Alan-
brooke is raiszd to a much higher
pinnacle in the popular estima-
tion. In the eyes of the Army, of
course, his worth has never been
under-rated,

“The man who saved the
Army at Dunkirk and helped to
chart the road to victory is best-
known today as a lecturer on
bird films and ex-President of the
Z00,” says Sir Arthur Bryant.
This is picturesque exaggeration,
but there is much truth in it.

“If,” - continues Sir Arthur
Bryant, “the palm for courage
and constancy against Hitler
belongs to Churchill, that for far-
sighted strategy may well be
awarded by posterity to Alan-
brooke. Field-Marshal Mont-
gomery—no mean judge—has
described him as ‘the greatest
soldier-—soldier, sailor or airman
—produced by any country tak-
ing part in the last war’ . . . As
Montgomery’s place in England’s
annals is with her great captains
of the set battle—with the Black
Prince, Henry V and Cromwell
—so Alanbrooke’s is with her
overall strategic commanders,
Marlborough and Wellington.”

Not the least remarkable
document quoted in this very
long and fascinating book is a
letter sent by Field-Marshal
Montgomery -to “My dear
Brookie™ in 1946, when the one
was about to succeed the other as
Chief of the Imperial General
Staff. It is a letter as humble as
it is- generous, written in phrases
which read oddly from Field-
Marshal Montgomery’s pen—*1
am terribly grateful for all you
have done for me”—and express-
ing contrition for the times when
he went “off the rails.”

Lord Alanbrooke’s first giant
service to his country was per-
formed in the deadly summer of
1940. Dunkirk, as Sir Arthur
Bryant points out, was two
miracles—“the miracle of t]%e

Sm ARTHUR BRYANT,

Navy's evacuation was preceded
by an equal miracle—that of the
Army’s reaching the coast at all.”
To Field-Marshal Alanbrooke,
then commanding II Corps, fell
the task of covering the long
exposed flank opened by King
Leopold’s surrender and funnel-
ling tens of thousands of hard-
pressed men to the beaches. He
enjoyed one advantage, that of
being a fluent French speaker.
There is an account of an extra-
ordinary interview between King
Leopold and  Field-Marshal,
Alanbrooke. They were convers-
ing freely in French when a Bel-
gian officer kept interrupting
and interposing himself between
the King and the general, obstin-
ately putting forward contrary
views. This turned out to be the
King’'s aide-de-camp who held
the rank of major-general and
appeared to be able to make the
King do what he wanted.

It was while in the throes of
saving the British Expeditionary
Force that Field-Marshal Lord
Alanbrooke received his first
telephone call from the Prime
Minister, who criticised his plans
and told him that he had been
sent to France to make the
French feel that we were support-
ing them. He replied that “it was
impossible to make a corpse
feel,” and refused to risk any
more British divisions. It was an
angry conversation over a bad
line. At the end, says the Field-
Marshal, “when I was in an
exhausted condition, he said,
‘All right, I agree with you'.”

Those fierce arguments were
to be repeated many times during
the succeeding years, when Lord
Alanbrooke became Chief of the
Imperial General Staff. A hostess
of the Prime Minister said after
a visit by the Field-Marshal: “I
don’t know how he is going to
get on with Winston, but he spent
all the afternoon sitting on the
sofa and seemed all the time to
be saying, ‘No, no, sir, you
can’t’.”

To stand up to Sir Winston

Churchill required great moral,
and indeed physical, strength.
“Pray explain, CIGS, how is it
that in the Middle East 750,000
men always turn up for their pay
and rations, but when it comes to

The task master:
““God knows where we
should be without him,
but God knows where
we shall go with him!”

fighting only 100,000 turn up.
Explain to us exactly how the
remaining 650,000 are occupied.”
This was a nasty sort of question
to be asked in the middle of a
Cabinet meeting, and only a man
iabouring under almost intoler-
able strain would have asked it.

Sir Winston’s failings as a
leader, says Sir Arthur Bryant,

* were impatience and impetuosity.

Once Field-Marshal Alanbrooke
wrote of him: “His gaze always
settles on some definite part of
the canvas and the rest of the
picture is lost.”

Although the Premier was the
most difficult man he had ever
had to work with, Lord Alan-
brooke “would not have missed
the chance of working with him
for. anything on earth.”

Among the Premier’s failings
which his Number One soldier
had to check were a tendency to
send direct communications to
commanders in the field, and a
reluctance to disband divisions
when these were so depleted that
their morale was suffering.

As a trencherman, the Premier
was more than Lord Alan-

Sir Archibald Nye.

The men who saw the war as a global
Chief of the Imperial General Staff,
Lord Alanbrooke became a Gunner in

brooke’s match. The statesman
looked forward to a 27-hours
flight with dinner every four
hours (washed down by cham-
pagne and brandy); the soldier
did not. There are many amus-
ing stories of Sir Winston’s prow-
ess at table, of his friskiness when
others were sleeping on their
feet, of directives, arguments and
wisecracks pouring out as he
wandered around in bath towel
or dressing gown.

The one man who, continually,
had to view the war as a whole
was the Chief of the Imperial
General Staff. It was he who had
to ensure that the priorities of
the various theatres were ob-
served, and to think always in
terms of ships.

In this role, and as chairman
of the Chiefs of Staffs Committee,
Lord Alanbrooke was incisive,
brusque, always dead-pan. “An
Irishman with an Irishman’s
quickness, Brooke found it hard
to communicate what he saw so
clearly to those of slower mind.”
If he had doubts and misgivings,
and he often did, he kept them
for his lock-up diaries. When he
did not like an idea propounded
by one of his colleagues he would
say: “I flatly disagree.” His
mind worked fast and he kept
strictly to the point. “The great-
est danger confronting all people
in high positions during the war,”
wrote the Vice Chief of the

Imperial General Staff, “was
that the pace was so great, one
OVER...
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war: Field-Marshal Lord Alanbrooke,
with the Vice-Chief, Licut-General
1902.
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“l had a strong
feeling that Mont-
gomery was far
better qualified for
the job” (of com-
manding Eighth
Army in Africa).

had to deal with the immediate

““Completely com-
posed . . . never the
slightest doubt
that all would
come right in the
end’’: Field-Mar-
shal Alexander.

Viewed by Field-
Marshal Alanbrooke

as the greatest
strategist of the war:
General Douglas
MacArthur, victor
inthe Pacific.

mind resulted in their eventual

dropped for political reasons.

The book ends in 1943. Doubt-
less there will be another to fol-
low it. There is little or nothing
in these pages about the man with
the bayonet; the book is a study
of great men under prodigious
stress.

There are many incidental pic-
tures of curious war-time epi-
sodes—as, for instance, of the
proud Queen Mary riddled with
bugs (thanks to the porters who
came aboard at Suez), and of
the rigours of early Atlantic fly-
ing. There are amusing refer-
ences to Earl Mountbatten’s pet
project for an aircraft carrier
made of ice (the “Habbakuk”
project). Lord Alanbrooke
admits that his attitude grew to
be, “To hell with Habbakuk!”
Once, however, he became in-
volved in discussing whether the
propeller shafts would break

loose from the iceberg when they
generated heat. He was told that
a refrigeration plant would pre-
vent this.

Sir Arthur Bryant treats his
story in masterly fashion. He,
too, keeps the broad picture
before him and never becomes
obsessed with details.

Lest anyone should be tempted
to regard the book as an
attempted ‘“‘debunking” of Sir
Winston Churchill, Sir Arthur
writes: “It was Churchill who,

even when he . . . passionately
believed himself right and
Alanbrooke and his fellow

Chiefs of Staff wrong, had the
wisdom and magnanimity to be
guided by them and to refrain
from using the boundless powers
with which Nation and Parlia-
ment had invested him. Remain-
ing a leader, he refused to be a
dictator.”

problem under one’s very nose.
It was incredibly difficult to sit
back and reflect, to pick up all
the odd strands and to weave
them together to determine where
we were going and what our
policy should be.” Field-Marshal
Alanbrooke never let himself
become overwhelmed.

Not least of his tasks was to
judge when his field commanders
were tired and to replace them
by new men. It was during the
days before Dunkirk that he saw
the potentialities of Alexander
and Montgomery as a team and
the impression they made in his

selection to work together in
North Africa.

In 1942 the Prime Minister
offered Field-Marshal Alan-
brooke command of the Eighth
Army. The idea filled him with
“desperate longings.” He was
eager to return “to the open air

again, to exercise command in-

the field.” But he felt that his
proper place was at the Prime
Minister’s side, curbing that
possibly fatal exuberance. In
1943 Sir Winston proposed that
Lord Alanbrooke should com-
mand the Allied invasion of
Europe; this idea had to be

Gunners on the Ridge

N a narrow ridge high above Rabaul, in New Britain, the
young Australian Gunners waited to shoot down the Zeros
—with two old three-inch guns and no predictor.

Each dawn, at stand-to, they were privileged to see day
on one side and night on the other. From a neighbouring volcano
came clouds of black smoke and sulphur fumes, irritating the eyes
and throats, blackening and corroding metal. Twice a day firing
mechanisms had to be stripped and cleaned.

These Gunners, militiamen mostly under 19, were the sole anti-
aircraft defenders of Australia’s north-east outpost.

One of them was Lieutenant (later Major) David Selby, who in
his vivid book “Hell and High Fever” (dAngus and Robertson,
125 6d) tells what happened after

“Thermonukes”’

the Japanese swept down in
strength on Rabaul, in 1942.
The defences collapsed. No
plans had been made for a with-
drawal. The Gunners (who,
despite their lack of fire control
instruments, had registered hits)
blew up their guns. Rabaul’s
garrison were told, “Each man
for himself.” Many decided to

Thermonukes are “hot stuff” in every sense of the word.
.~So are the Forces Bookshops when it comes to getting

you your favourite newspapers, magazines, periodicals

and books just when you want them.

Of course, if you can’t visit a Forces Bookshop the

S.C.B.D. will supply direct to individuals or units. Write

to the address below TODAY.

SERVICES CENTRAL BOOK DEPOT

(W. H. Smich and Son, Ltd.)

195-201 PENTONVILLE ROAD, LONDON, N.1

FORCES BOOKSHOPS AT Surrender_ Othel‘s, iﬂc]udiﬂg
BAOR cA) Lieutenant Selby, took to the
BIELEFELD (Y.M.C.A.) unhealthy jungle in the hope of
T e ‘ escaping to the Australian main-
AT & ranaia) oy land; though for all they knew
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the Japanese might have invaded
Australia. The invaders posted
up a notice which read : “If your
religion does not allow you to
commit suicide it is up to you to
surrender yourself and beg mercy
for your troops.”

Soon the fugitives began to go
down with assorted diseases, the
least attractive of these being
cerebral malaria, which turned a
man into a lunatic. With bitter
effort, the survivors buried their
dead in the hard coral, and even
erected headstones over them.
Headstones were carved ready
for the living, too; and there was
macabre mirth in deciding whose
should be carved first.

A rescuing yacht came at last.
More than a hundred were taken
off, but they had not yet finished
dying. “Of my men who became
prisoners-of-war, I saw none
again,” writes the author. They
were among 1000-odd prisoners
lost at sea en route to Japan.

This is a gripping stery of what
men can put up with when the
odds are at their deadliest.



The Army’s “Air Force”

VER beleaguered Boulogne in September, 1944, an Auster
aeroplane was attacked by German anti-aircraft batteries,
The pilot, a Gunner officer, called up the cross-Channel guns
at Dover and 80 seconds later the first 15-inch shell from
more than 20 miles away had landed on the target.

It was a startling illustration
of what a sitting duck could do
to defend itself.

Three years before, when the
air observation post system was
in its experimental stages, the
Royal Air Force was urging its
disbandment. How could such
small aircraft (wing span 36 feet,
cruising speed 85 miles an hour)
operate in the face of the enemy?

The Air Observation Post was
saved by Field-Marshal Lord
Alanbrooke (then Commander-
in-Chief, Home Forces), who
ordered the experimental flight
to be expanded into a squadron.
As a Gunner he had long appre-
ciated the need for the Royal
Artillery to have its eyes aloft.

The exploits of the Air Obser-
vation Post squadrons are told in
“Unarmed Into Battle” (Warren
and Son Ltd., The Wykeham
Press, Winchester, 25s.), by
Major-General H. J. Parham,
a World War One Gunner and
amateur pilot, and E. M. G. Bel-
field, who was an Army flier in
North-West Europe.

The first Austers went into ac-
tion in Tunisia in support of 78th
Division, and, in spite of hostile
fighters, were soon directing guns
with great rapidity and skill.

When Captain M. J. MacGrath
was attacked by five Focke-
Waulfs he flew to a hollow in the
hills and went round and round
in a series of steep turns like a

fly in a jampot until the frus-
trated fighters made off. Only
one of these highly manceuvrable
craft was shot down by fighters
during the whole campaign.

In Sicily the Air Observation
Post carried out its first opera-
tional shoot with the Royal Navy,
directing ships’ guns on to land
targets.

In Italy almost all the artillery
registrations for the crossing of
the Volturno were carried out by
Army pilots operating from
coconut matting airstrips laid
down by Sappers. Towards the
end of the campaign the Austers
were called in to observe and
direct the fire of individual tanks,
a task which they were to carry
out more frequently in North-
West Europe.

The Army’s pilots were in
action in Normandy on D-Day.
Later Major A. Lyell, of 658
Squadron, directed from his Aus-
ter nearly 600 guns belonging to
two British and one Canadian
corps, with their supporting
Army groups, on to 40 German
panzers, )

Although the Air Observation
Post squadrons were (and still
are) Royal Air Force units they
were commanded by Gunner offi-
cers and all the pilots were Gun-
ner majors or captains. Ninety-
eight officers were awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

To Please The Kaiser

Training School. For his benefit, cadets climbed up ladders

IT was 1909. Kaiser Wilhelm was visiting his Army Physical

30 feet high and descended by different methods.
After watching for some time, the Kaiser said: “Is there no

other way of coming down?”

A cadet at the top of the ladder
at once cried, “Jawohl, Majestat,”
and flung himself straight to the
floor of the gymnasium, break-
ing both legs.

The German officer who des-
cribed this incident to Mr. G.
Ward Price, the war correspon-
dent, said, “A splendid deed,
nicht wahr?”

When Mr. Price commented,
“Well, I don’t know. The Kaiser
has got a crippled officer instead
of a sound one,” the officer
smiled condescendingly and
said: “You are a civilian. You
would not understand. That is
the spirit of the German Army.
For our War Lord no sacrifice is
too great.”

Mr. Ward Price of the Daily
Mail tells the story in his “Extra-
Special Correspondent™ (Harrap,
21s), a lively book of remini-
scences by a journalist who
covered his first war in 1912, in
the Balkans, and his last in 1950,
in Korea.

In that Balkan war, corres-
pondents were still dependent on
horses and were accompanied by
their personal retinues of inter-

preters, grooms and batmen. Mr.
Ward Price broke with prece-
dent by buying, for £400, what
was believed to be the only car
in Constantinople. He got 100
miles service out of it before it
was destroyed, but it gave him
a close-up of a decisive battle.

The author started the 1914
war, in Paris, with two Rolls-
Royces, but that was too good
to last. Soon he was sent to
Gallipoli.

It was in the 1914-18 war
that the occupation of corres-
pondent acquired considerable
status; at the end of it six corres-
pondents received knighthoods.
Mr. Ward Price gives his theory

There were no knighthoods for
war correspondents in 1945.

In the last half century the
author has interviewed a high

proportion of the famous per-

sonalities on the international
stage. Hitler told.Goering that
Mr. Ward Price was the only
foreign journalist to report him
without prejudice; but the
Gestapo had his name in their
black book just the same.

A CAREER
N THE BANK
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A career in the Bank is a good idea to explore if you

mean business and want an interesting and satisfying
job, with good pay and prospects.

We want young men of character and integrity, with a
good standard of general education. Given these qualifi-
cations and an aptitude for the job, there is no reason why
you should not find yourself a Branch Manager in your
thirties, with a salary upwards of £1,250, and the chance
of doubling your pay- by the time you are 50. Looking
right ahead you could even be one of those Managers
whose salary exceeds £3,000 a year—a man with a big
job, full of interest and responsibility. A goal worth
striving for, and if you reach it, a pension at 65 (without
any contributions on your part) of £2,000 a year or more.
Moreover, the biggest jobs in the Bank are open to all.

Applicants should write to the Staff Managers,

54 Lombard Street, E.C.3, or apply to the
Manager of any of the Bank’s 2,000 Branches.

BARCLAYS BANK LIMITED
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REMINGTON

PHII.ISHAVE

The Philips close-cutting

RONSON

This precision-built, self-

Super 60

sharpening Ronson
This 1luxurious electric .

rotary action dry shaver

complete with leather zip electric shaver, complete

shaver in its presentation with presentation case,
for only 5/- deposit.
Refunded if not com-
pletely satisfied. Yours
for 14 days’ trial. Then /%
buy this easy way. Bal- ||
ance of 20/-after iE
trial, followed by
8 monthly pay-
ments of 20/6.
Price £8. 17. 6

% case for s5/- deposit.
case for only 5/- deposit

; Yoursfor 14 days’
Yours for 14 days’ trial.

trial. Deposit re-

it refunded if
Bepoas e funded if not

not completely satis-
fied. Balance of 15/-
aftertrial,thenby

satisfied. Balance
of 10/- after trial,

8 monthly pay- then by 8 month-

ments of 24/6.

Price £m.4 3. 5
I \S
£2 bpecml offer! A reduction of ' Strate name of electric shaver

£2 off the price of the Remington required when arde?mg

Super 60 in exchange for any make of old electric ~POST 5/~ TO CURRYS LTD.,
shaver. Exchange Terms: 5/- deposit, balanceof DEPT. C44, WORTHY PARK,
15/- after trial, and 8 monthly payments of 19/6. WINCHESTER, HANTS.

PHeraldry

for the Forces

ly payments of
18/6.
Price £7. 14. 2.

BY POST OR FROM YOUR LOCAL CURRYS BRANCH

urry

Wall Plagues Regimental
[l 4 Blazer Badges
26/6 ; in
Post 1/- Gold and Silver Wire
i from 45/- -
Brochure free Regimental Car

Badges 32/6. Post |- Manchester

City
with the
F.A. Cup.

REGIMENTAL BLAZER BADGES

WALL PLAQUES - REGIMENTAL TIES - BLAZERS Both Manchester City and Birmingham City

CRESTED CUFF LINKS * TIE HOLDERS wore “‘Umbro” in the F.A. Cup Final at
CAR BADGES * CRESTED PEWTER TANKARDS
ETC. ETC. Wembley

Full details on request. Any badge supplied. Original
sketches copied. Enquiries from Mess Secretaries welcomed.

CASTELLS CLUB COLOUR CO.
20 MONTPELLIER WALK, CHELTENHAM. And at OXFORD

-~
FROM ALL LEADING OUTFITTERS
AND N.A.AF.L

PAGE 32



Through the artist’s
eye: Field-Marshal
Yiscount Mont-
gomery with his
personal staff in
the mess tent, Bel-
gium, 1944, From
a painting by
James Gunn.

0F WORLD
WAR TWO

Through the cam- i
era’s eye: Lieuten-
ant-General Omar
Bradley (left),
General Dwight D.
Eisenhower and
Major-General Ira
Wyche, ot a post-
luncheon confer-
ence at 79th (US)
Division Head-
quarters, 1944
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TOBACCO
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WELL MADE - WELL PACKED
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Opportunities are offered to

BRITISH EX-SERVICEMEN
by the

CANADIAN CORPS OF COMMISSIONAIRES

(EASTERN CANADA)
which is organised very closely
after the English model

British Navy, Army and /¢
Air Force veterans [=[ &2
form a large percentage |
of the present force.

APPLY IN PERSON TO
}2} The Corps Orderly Room
80 CHURCH STREET,
TORONTO 1, ONTARIO.

This offer should APPEAL to YOU

Read about the activities of our American allies in Europe in

AMERICAN WEEK-END

(Fortv Pages and sixteen-page coloured comic supplement)

Let us send you a FREE COPY. It’s a “‘must” for your library

R e e FILL IN AND RETURN TODAY TQO "= = === == I
= F/Lt. R, E. G. Redman, Army Times Publishing Co., 102 Park Street, W.1 I
1 Please send me free intreductory copy and order form. PLEASE USE BLOCK LETTERS l
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| I
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The Bukta Kit of the Great Britain and New
Zealand teams standing up to a tough “Test”’

SOCCER &
RUGGER
OUTFITS

have been worn for over 70 years by most
leading teams throughout the world from
the All Blacks of New Zealand to the
Harvard University, U.S.A.—

a guarantee of cﬁfr;/;’/‘?////y good quality

Obtainable from all good sports outfitters. If any difficulty write to the
PUBLICITY MANAGER,
BUKTA STOCKPORT CHESHIRE




Cadet W. Naismith (Renfrew) slings a haymaker right at Cadet T. Foxall
(Middlesex) who won on points. Below: Cadet D. Jenkins (Glamorgan)
gets home an old-fashioned straight left on Cadet R. Noble (Durham).

Jenkins won on points.

GLAMORGAN
—AS USUAL

Cadet R, Wilkes (Middlesex), is
national junior ABA champion ot
10 st. 6 Ibs. Below: Lieut-Gen.
C. F. C. Coleman presents the win-
ner’s trophy to Cadet T. Devine, one
of Glamorgon’s seven champions.

Photographs : ARTHUR BLUNDELL

]

RMY cadets from Gla-

morgan continued their

remarkable run of suc-

cesses in the Army

Cadet Force boxing champion-

ships when they won the inter-
county title again this year.

They have been county cham-
pions every year for the past 13
years, except in 1954. Runners-
up this yéar were Middlesex.

A Glamorgan cadet, Corporal
G. Kitchen, won the trophy for
the best individual performance
by knocking out Corporal T.
Barker, of Durham. Only one of
the eight Glamorgan contestants
lost his fight, and that narrowly.

Best loser was Cadet T. Taylor
of Durham.

About 2000 cadets entered this
year for the contests—a breed-
ing ground for British cham-
pions. The winners are eligible
to compete in the Amateur Box-
ing Association junior champion-
ships. Last year five Army cadets
won national titles. Don Cockell,
Dai Dower and Joe Erskine were
all Army Cadet champions.

Corporal R. Palmer (Wiltshire) missed with this promising right but
he won his match with L/Cpl. R. Dennett (Durham). Below: The War
Minister, Mr. John Hare (extreme right) was among the spectators.
General Sir Richard Gale (with cigor) and Lieut-General C. F. C.
Colemaon, GOC, Eastern Command (in uniform), were also there.

Industry and Commerce offer their best

WANTE ouAuHED jobs to those with the necessary qualifica-
tions—appointments that will bring per-
"E" & WONE“ sonal satisfaction, good money, status and

security. We specialise also in teaching for
hobbies, new interests or part-time occu-
pations in any of the subjects listed on the
left. Choose your subject and write to-day
—there is no obligation.

PERSONAL & INDIVIDUAL TRAINING IN~
Accountancy Mathematics
Advertising M.C.A. Licences
Aeronautical Eng. Mechanical Eng.

Art Metallurg

A;tomohﬂ_e Eng. M;t:_ruﬁrngy. 3 ”Ew—

[ sy gl Panting & Decorating  Courses with PRACTICAL EQUIPMENT in:-
i i i i RADIO - TELEVISION - MECHANICS

Commercial Subjects Production Eng,

Commercial Art Radio

Customs Officer Radio T/V Servicing

Draughtsmanship Refrigeration

Economics Sanitary Eng.

Electrical Eng. Salesmanship

Electronics Secretaryship

Export Shorthand & Typing

Gen, Cert. of Educat. Short Story Writing

Heat & Vent. Eng. Telecommunications

Industrial Admin. Television

Jig & Tool Design Time & Motion Study

Languages Workshop Practice

Management Works Management l

Alsn courses for GEN CERT. OF EDUCATION Address
.S.E., A.M.1.Me 3

M.Brit.l.R.E.,
AHIED i,

A.C.W.A., City & Guilds Exams, R.T.E.B. Serv. Subject(s) with/without equipment.
Cert., R.5.A, Certificates, etc. | (We shall not worry you with personal v-s-RI

EMI INSTITUTES Imreny

CHEMISTRY - ELECTRICITY
DRAUGHTSMANSHIP
PHOTOGRAPHY etc., etc.

COURSES FROM 15/- PER MONTH ﬁtf*
POST THIS TODAY
| E.MLY. Institutes, Dept 264 K, I.nndOn.Wl .

| Name o
i 0

I
1
|
|
|
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rising to £960 and £800.

FEDERATION OF RHODESIA
AND NYASALAND

VACANCIES : TAX CLERKS : DEPARTMENT
OF TAXES

Revised Conditions and Salaries

APPLICANTS 17-26 MUST be single and hold at lcast
School Certificate or G.C.E. with English, Maths and 2
other subjécts at ““O” level obtained at same examination.

STARTING SALARIES (Men) £420-£840, (Women) £420-

£680, depending on qualifications and experience on scales

PROMOTION to Tax Officer (Men) £740-£1,150, (Women)
£640-£920, depends on passing internal examination, which
can be managed in first year, and service for one year on
salaries of £540 or more (Men) and £510 or morc (Women).

PROMOTION to Assessor II (Men) £1,250-£1,550, (Women)
£1,000-£1,250, depends on passing further examination
and service for one year on salary of £900 or more (Men)
£720 or more (Women) for one year. Examinations are
not competitive, promotion from Tax Clerk to Tax Officer
and from Tax Officer to Assessor II NOT being subject
to vacancies. There are sufficient senior posts. with salaries
of up to £2,850 to ensure adequate career prospects.

Application forms and further details from:

SECRETARY (R),
Rhodesia House, 429 Strand, London, W.C.2.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

CLERICAL CLASS of the Home Civil Service

Vacancies in London and other towns in Great Britain for men and women who
have served in H.M. Forces and have passed in not more than two examinations,
in 1952 or later, for the General Certificate of Education in English Language
and four other specified subjects. Selection by interview; no written examination.

Candidates must, by the date on which they submit their application forms,

have completed a period of whole-time fervice in H.M. Forces; provided that a
candidate who is still serving, but whose whole-time service will cease not later

than 31st December, 1957, may apply to be interviewed.

No candidate will be eligible whose whole-time service ceased before 1st

January, 1956.

Starting salary (London) £300 at 18, £355 at 20, £460 at 25 or over, rising to
£690. Salaries somewhat lower outside London. Women’s scale above age 19 at
present somewhat lower than men’s but being raised to reach equality with

men's by 1961. Prospects of promotion. Five-day week.

For further particulars and application form write (preferably by postcard) to:
Secretary, Civil Service Commission, 6, Burlington Gardens, London, W.1

quoting Ne. 534/57/85.
Completed application forms will be accepted any time during 1957.

Applicants should normally

1. be between about 25 and 45
years of age,

2. have practical experience,

3. possess one of the following:

igher National Certificate

Full - Technological or Final
Certificate of City and Guilds
of London Institute

Professional Qualification or
degree

Service Qualifications compar-
able with one of the above.

MAINTENANCE GRANTS AVAILABLE

TRAIN FOR TECHNICAL TEACHING—
EXCELLENT CAREER PROSPECTS

ENGINEERS are invited to apply for TRAINING AS FULL-
TIME TEACHERS IN TECHNICAL COLLEGES and Schools.
The next course will begin in September, 1957 and end in June, 1958.

Write for full details and an appli-
cation form to one of these
Colleges:

BOLTON
Bolton Training College, (E/1/21),
Manchester Road, Bolton, Lancs.

HUDDERSFIELD
Huddersfield Training College,
(E/1/21), Queen Street South,
Huddersfield, Yorks.

LONDON
Garnett College, (E/1/21), 83 New
Kent Road, London, S.E.1. .

NO TUITION FEES

@ SOLDIER welcomes letters. There
is not space, however, to print
every letter of interest received;
all correspondents must, therefore,
give their full names and addresses
to ensure a reply. Answers cannot
be sent to collective addresses.
Anonymous or insufficiently ad-
dressed letters are not published.

® Please do not ask for informa-

tion which you can get in your. '

orderly room or from your own
officer.

@® SOLDIER cannot admit corres-
pondence on matters involving dis-
cipline or promotion ina unit.

LETTERS

FIRST ROYAL

Major E. H. Rhodes-Wood in-
dicates (Letters, February) that the
corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers was an offshoot
of the Royal Engineers, “from whom
we obtained our title ‘Royal’.”

The bulk of the Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers emanated from
the workshop branch of the Royal
Army Ordnance Corps: only a small
percentage of the original personnel
transferred from the Royal Army
Service Corps and an even smaller
percenta%e from the Royal Engineers.
I am of the opinion that the title
“Royal"” was granted because of our
lengthy association with the Royal
Army Ordnance Corps and, prior to
that, the Army Ordnance Corps.

We were so closely associated with
our old corps, the Royal Army

- Ordnance Corps, that we occupied the

same barracks, working side by side,
sharing  the same facilities for many
ears after the formation of the Royal
lectrical and Mechanical Engineers
on 1 October 1942, To most of us it
was merely a question of changing
one's cap badge and carrying on as
usual —“Caliper.”
% The Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers were made up from the
Engineering Branch, Royal Army
Ordnance Corps; Maintenance and
Heavy Repair Section, Royal Army
Service Corps; and Mechanical Section
Royal Engineers.

It is rather amusing to read of these
“mushroom” units boasting of their
“Royals” when one considers the large
number of fighting regiments of
ancient lineage, including the Brigade
of Guards, which still do not carry the
title “Royal.”

Yorkshire and Lancashire contri-
bute no fewer than 13 Line regiments
of Infantry, including two of the six
Minden regiments. Yet not one of
these carries the initial title of
“Royal.” The nearest any of them get
to it is the King's Own Royal Regi-
ment (Lancaster). Strange, is it not?—
F. W. Walker (ex-CQMS, Yorks and
Lancaster Regiment), 23 Dransfield
Road, Crosspool, Sheffield.

Jjubo

. e ;
COMPLETE cOURSE 30/-

THROWS, LOCKS, BLOWS, ETC.
List of Books & Courses FREE.

Send NOW to

JUDO SERVICES

21 ABBOTS GREEN,
ADDINGTON, CROYDON
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Bombardier John T. Cann carried
the historic battie-axe when the
T4th (Bottle Axe) Medium Battery,
Royal Artillery held their annual
parade commemorating the 'unit's
part in capturing Martinique from
the French in 1809. It is always
borne by the tallest man in the
Battery. If he has no moustache he
is ordered to grow one for the occa-
sion. This is in memory of ‘‘Les
Moustaches,”’ who lost the axe.

ASTHMA

Does the Army ever accept recruits
who are liable to very rare attacks of
asthma, which can be got rid of in
half a minute with the aid of a small
pocket pump?—*“Gasper.”

K Mild asthma would not necessarily
debar a man from military service.

FOR BOYS

A scheme whereby Army Boys (for
examfle, from the Infantry Boys
Battalion) could undergo a course at
the Outward Bound School to qualify
for the Duke of Edinburgh's Award
might aid recruiting, enhance Army
efficiency and incidentally help to pro-
duce a good army recruiting poster.

I note that boys who train on the
Arethusa are offered these rewards on
entering the Royal Navy or the
Mercantile Marine: a £5 bonus on

assing the advanced class test (Royal

avy): a sword on promotion to sub-
lieutenant, Royal Navy: a sextant on
obtaining second mate’s certificate :
binoculars on obtaining a master’s
certificate. Similar Army-style rewards
might be offered to, for example, the
boys of the Duke of York’s Royal
Military School and the Dunblane
School when they enter the Army.

Incidentally, my copy of SOLDIER
goes to the Arethusa each month. The

.ship has about 240 boys between 13

and 15. Many of these in the 1920s
joined the Army and many probably
still do.—*Army Enthusiast.”

RIDERS OF WEEDON

There is on foot a scheme to com-
memorate the close connection that
existed for so many years between the
old Equitation School at Weedon and
the parish church. The scheme includes
an illuminated book of commemora-
tion, containing the names of officers
and other ranks who were associated
with the school during its 25 years of
existence. As the sponsors want the
list to be as complete as possible, any-
one interested should send me his name
and address, on a postcard. I can then
describe more fully what we have in
mind.—Rev. I. V. Lewis, The Vicar-
age, Weedon, Northampton.

NEW GUNNER TIE: A tie has
been designed for ex-members of
Coast Artillery. It has “‘small
circular flashes of crossed muzzle
loaders in gold superimposed on
sea and sky in blue and white, with
a gold surround on the Gunner
dark blue background.”” It costs
ten shillings. Cheques or postal
orders to: Senior Instructor, Sea-
ward Defence Wing, School of
Anti-Aircraft Artillery, Manorbier,
near Tenby, Pembrokeshire.



PROMOTION

Should all service count towards seniority on the
substantive roll or does only Regular service count?

I joined the Army in 1944 under the war emergency
regulations. As a war-substantive Infantry sergeant I
transferred to my present corps in 1947. When my
release became due, I elected to remain in the service
until the end of general demobilisation. In January 1949
I signed on a Regular engagement. My service since
1944 has been unbroken. y

‘When the peace seniority roll first appeared in 1950 or
1951, I immediately questioned my place on it. The
answer given then was that service for substantive rank
was based on Regular service only, so that my service
for promotion purposes started in January, 1949, I have
never been able to have this confirmed. Members of
other corps assure me that all service should count
towards seniority. It seems rather hard that my four
years or so service and ranks gained outside my present
corps should be discounted. —*“Bookworm.”

%A soldier’s position on the seniority roll is determined
by the date of his attestation on a Regular engagement.

CHIEF SCOUT

. I was very interested in the article on Lord Baden-
Powell (SOLDIER, February). It came as a great sur-

prise to me to discover his grave in the little village

cemetery of Nyeri, Kenya when I was stationed in that
area. Presumably he spent his last few years in the
Kenya highlands.

The cemetery where Lord Baden-Powell lies buried
occupies a commanding position on the ridge of a hill
overlooking a few miles of lower ground, abruptly
ended by the enormous mass of Mount Kenya. Also
buried in the same cemetery are many other high-
ranking Army officers, who retired and settled in the
district.—S/Sgt. G, A. Gladman, REME, Arborfield.

WOODEN SPOON

Why are spoons given as prizes in shooting matches?
We have a set of Hythe spoons in the Mess, awarded to
the highest scorer in one of the practices during our
annual shoot. The ladies’ shooting club have just had
a silver spoon, surmounted by the Sandhurst crest,
specially made as a prize and the competitor with the
lowest score was awarded a five-foot long wooden
spoon. Yet no one seems to be able to say why such use
is made of this item of culinary equipment.—éSM C.S.
Payton, RMAS, Camberley.

GRATUITY

I have completed 20 years’ service and applied for my
discharge because my fiancée is a semi-invalid and
requires my presence. Shall I receive a gratuity if
allowed to take my release?—*“Corporal.”

% Yes. Gratuity for 20 years’ reckonable service is £375.

V-WEAPONS

To settle an argument in the sergeants’ mess, can
SOLDIER quote (a) the speed of the V-1 or doodlebug :
(b) the height reached by the V-2 rocket?—Sergeant
A, Dorey, 50 Medium Regiment, RA.

% The V-1 or flying bomb used by the Germans in World
War Two had a maximum speed of about 286 miles per
hour. The operational peak altitude of the V-2 rocket
was 60 miles and the vertical peak alfitude 116 miles.

BLACK.PATCH

Can SOLDIER explain a small mystery which I came
across only once during my Army career and that was
before World War One? I saw an officer wearing Service
Dress which had a small black patch in the middle of
the back, between the shoulder blades. The patch was
roughly the size and shape of a medal ribbon. To the
best of my recollection the officer belonged to either the
old West India Regiment or a unit of the West African
Field Force.—Colonel E. Cross (rtd.), 27 Merchison
Crescent, Edinburgh.

That’s two points
saved
—and two pints
earned
in the Local!

Draught or bottled, mild or bitter,
you can’t beat good wholesome beer!

ISSUED BY THE BREWERS’ SOCIETY * 42 PORTMAN SQUARE, LONDON, W.l.
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more letters
FREE PASSAGE

Having completed 23. years service
I have decided to emigrate. I am most
interested in New land, but in
order to get there I will have to pay a
minimum of £92 per head for m
family. This would eat up any small
capital I might have. Does any
authority exist to provide free or
assisted passages for an ex-Service-
man and his family?—“Warrant
Officer.”
K There are no free or assisted passages
for British ex-Servicemen as such
unless they have been accepted for
enlistment into one of the Dominion
Forces or have been guaranteed
employment as civilians.

FROM AMERICA

I have been a subscriber to
SOLDIER for some time, as I consider
that what men serving in other armies
are doing should be of interest to all
soldiers. I have a great admiration and
respect for the British soldier and the
British Army, to the extent that I have
been making a study of the subject,
especially  organisation, — Master-
Serfunt Lester Q. Johnson, USAR
(Infantry), Neenah, Wisconsin, USA.

SOLDIER has been a constant
source of enjoyment to me. Not only
have I found it useful in keeping
abreast of thought in the army of our
most cherished allies, the British, but
most instructional in its presentation
of historical episodes from the gallant
exploits of English and Scottish regi-
ments. ptain Horace L. Hunter,
United States Artillery, Appleton,
Wisconsin.

%ok e oW

Why not have your own copy?

IF you are a serving soldier, you will be able to buy SOLDIER from

BERGENS

I noted one glaring fault in the pic-
tures accompanying the article “The
Lone Men of the Mountains”
(SOLDIER, February): the men’s
Bergen straps are dangling loose. I
have been wearing Bergens for years,
both with the Commandos and the
Scouts, and have always insisted that
the straps be firmly rolled and the
Bergen worn on the shoulders to lessen
fatigue during long operations. The
rolled straps will not me un-
fastened and the little additional
trouble taken makes a world of differ-
gnce mt otllg's %gpealirﬂuce.—-{:olon ur-

ergean A A rvey, oyal
Marines, Southsea.
%A spokesman of the Special Air Ser-
vice Regiment, who were featured in
the article, says that as their course in
Wales is designed mainly as a test of
initiative no instruction is given on how
to wear the Bergen rucksack; it is up
to the men to find out the best method
for themselves. Trained soldiers of the
Regiment always wear their Bergens
on the shoulders with straps rolled.

ARE WE BIGGER?

In your February issue you discuss
the question “Do soldiers have bigger
heads now than 50 years ago?”’ You
say: “It is well known that the frame
of the fighting man has expanded con-
siderably since the days when knights
were bold (try putting on an ancient
suiri of armour and sece how far you
get).”

I have always suspected this belief
and am surprised it has not apparently
occurred to you that the explanation for
the small-size Cavalry helmets might
also apply to the suits of armour.

There is-the further point that a
nobleman's son probably had his first
suit of armour at the age of, say, 16

* w k % Kk %

your canteen. Presidents of Regi

of their Chief Education Officer for re-sale terms.
If you are a civilian, you may order SOLDIER at any bookstall in

the United Kingdom.

Those unable to obtain the magazine through the above channels

should fill in the order form below.

tal- Institutes should enquire

To Circulation Department,
SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London N.7

Please send ......... copies of SOLDIER each month for ......... months

beginning with the issue for the month of ........cceiieiiiiiieiininiiiiiiiinin

LETTERS
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Cheques or P.O.s should be made payable to “Command Cashier’ and
crossed “a/c SOLDIER.” SOLDIER costs 10s, 6d. for one year (12 copies)
—including postage and packing.
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FRYING

District is quite a help.

TONIGHT—in

HERE’S not much to remind one of home in Libya, but
the new fish and chips van now operating in Cyrenaica

It was the idea of Captain A. S. Arymar, Army Catering
Corps. An old caravan was converted and a two-pan fish fryer
installed. Welfare backs the enterprise and the cooking is done
by volunteers from the Army Catering Corps.

One of the first patrons was Miss Ruby Murray, the singer
... who visited Cyrenaica for Combined Services Entertainment.

Libya

or 17. To keep pace with his subse-
quent growth he would be likely to
need a new suit every year for the
following six or seven years. These
outgrown cast-offs would have a better
chance of survival than the suits of
armour he wore as a fully-grown man,
It is suggested that a better indica-
tion of the Englishman's “vital
statistics” in the Middle Ages is
obtained by consideration of the use
of that wonderful weapon, the long bow.
As you know, archery practice in
the England of those days was com-
pulsory in much the same way that
“education” is compulsory to-day,
except that the former lasted from
childhood to the age of 60. Games like
football were prohibited to ensure that
archery was not neglected and mer-
chants were obliged to import, with
every ton of merchandise, four good
bow-staves, those 6 ft. 6 in. long being
duty-free. _
'lyo wicld a long bow, especially a
6 ft. 6 in. one, effectively, a2 man had
to be tall and strong. Our traditional
enemies to the south made little use of
the long bow as they were unable to
“field” the necessary number of men
able to cope with it. The use of this
weapon thus gave this country a
definite potential advantage in the
“arms race” of the times, because we
had the men of the right build for it.
Does this not indicate that the
physical standards of Englishmen in
the Middle Ages were fully up to those
of to-day? I suspect they may well
have been, on the average, a bit better.
Thank you for continuing to provide
a magazine of abounding interest and
entertainment.—Major F, R, B. King,
RASC/AER, Beavers, Cobham Road,
East Horsley, Surrey.

THAT MEDAL

May I convey my grateful thanks to
SOLDIER for assistance given in
enabling me to be awarded the Meri-
torious Service Medal. Here’s wishing
every success to a magazine which is
invaluable to any Serviceman or ex-
Serviceman.—W. .. F. Andrews
(honorary Captain), Manor House,
.Bishops Hull, Taunton.

I wish to express my appfeciation

for the prompt and efficient way you
dealt with my enquiry. Your reward
will be in knowing that as and when
the occasion demands another old
soldier will be proudly wearing his

Meritorious  Service ~Medal. —F.
Bennett (ex-WO Il REME), 11 Hyce-
lll.l:;l' Way, Bootle Station, Cumber-

Thank you very much for your
valuable advice and the trouble you
have taken on my behalf. I received
the Meritorious Service Medal less
than a month after hearing from you.
I am sure that had you not advised the
correct procedure my case would not
have come before the proper authority
and I would not have been awarded
this most coveted medal.—F, Miles, 45
Imber Road, Warminster.

1 served for 21 years and have every
essential qualification for the award of
the Meritorious Service Medal. Quite
recently I applied and was turned
down as ineligible because no recom-
mendation was made by my command-
ing officer at the time of my discharge -
in 1908. I was told that this is an
essential condition.

Can SOLDIER say whether this
decision is final or can I take the
matter higher?—E. F. Lilley, ex-
Acting Sergeant-Major, 3rd Volunteer
and 4th Battalions Devonshire Regi-
ment, The Royal Hospital, Chelsea,
wThe first three readers were awarded
the Meritorious Service Medal under
the. provisions of an Army Order
which covered those who did not
receive a recommendation for the
Medal but who “would have been
eligible for consideration for registra-
tion had they been so recommended
subsequent to 3 September, 1939 and
before 1 January, 1952 by their com-
manding officers. . .."”

No such dispensation existed earlier
and there is thus no further action
ex-Sergeant-Major Lilley can take.

The qualifying period for the medal
has now been extended from 22 to 27
years. Originally it was 21 years.

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?
(See page 23)
The pictures differ in these
respects: size of menu board; left
hand of fair girl; shape of mineral
water bottle; direction of “ZIP" on
third tin lid; handle of second cup
on counter; number of cigarettes
in packet; tip of cat’s tail; name on
sauce bottle; shape of lapel notch
on dark girl; bread on diner’s plate.
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irom a famous
London House

ANY man is proud to be seen out
with his wife or fiancée wearing a
beautiful Fur Coat; and not less
proud—and justly so—is the lady.
Now this pride can be yours.
SUGDEN’S offer fine Furs, reliable,
stylish Furs, at prices well within
your reach. Do as thousands have
done—buy a luxurious Fur Coat
from SUGDEN’S.

Here’s an example of SUGDEN
value and style—attractive
BEAVER LAMB in gleaming rich
brown skins at the very low price of

15 cns
Orders by post can be placed with

is a guarantee of satisfaction.

=

SC-A- SUGDEN Lro
Furiers..

1 fLOOR SHOW pg, s
186 REGENT ST. LONpQN ¥.

o
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“

Fully illustrated CATALOGUE will
gladly be sent post free on application

confidence. SUGDEN’S reputation

NICE WORK ...

if you can get your boots cleaned for
you ... but if you can’t, you can still
get Kiwi. And because it's the best
boot polish, Kiwi makes the job much
easier. Make sure you use Kiwi...
you'll find polishing easier and your
boots brighter.

deep shine with

KiwWIl BLACK

Aireraft Design
Training School

HANDLEY PAGE LIMITED

Invite applications for entry into their Training School, from young
men seeking careers as Design Draughtsmen on jet aircraft.

Applicants, aged 20-23 years, must be free of National
Service. The minimum educational standard is first year
O.N.C. or a three year course at a technical school.
Workshop experience in industry or the services is essential.

Men wishing to specialise in electrical installations are
particularly invited to apply.

Full time instruction will be given in aircraft draughtsman-
ship, supplemented by lectures on aerodynamics, stressing
and electrical and mechanical installations.

A liberal salary will be paid during training.

Positions in the drawing offices at Cricklewood and Radlett,
with scope for advancement, at salaries commehsurate with
age and ability, will be available to‘those who successfully
complete the course.

Assistance will be given in finding single lodging accommodation
whenever possible. Write to:

Stafil Officer. Handley Page Limited,
Cricklewood, London. N.W.2

L

Ask for it at N.A.A.F.1.

Rums sold under the Hudson’s
Bay label had already become
the standard of comparison in
America even before the des-
truction of the Prince of :
fort in Hudson's B

the historic e

Company's ship S
Prince Rug om a French
war-ship in 1782

The Governor and Company

of Adventurers of England

Trading into Hudson's Bay
INCORPORATED 2na MAY 1670
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