






















I -The World i f  One-Stripe Wonders 
Yet many of the war stories in 

boys' papers today are straight- 
forward tales of adventure which? 
could happen. Take, for instance, 
Adventure's picture series based 
on the exploits of the Long Range 
Desert Group, or the tales of Cor- 
poral Carley and his Infantry 
pals, in Lion. There is nothing 
fundamentally impossible in Cor- 
poral Carley's feats. He and his 
pals patrol. stalk, cross rivers, 
negotiate minefields, blow up 
bridges and bluff the enemy in 
various ways. They don't do any- 
thing anybody else couldn't do, 
hut they-do-it more often and 
more successfully. 

Rover, first published in 1922, 
has always made a speciality of 
soldier stories. Between the 
world wars it ran tales about both 
real and fictional soldiers, fed- 
tured.the exploits of famous regi- 
ments, gave away tinplate regi- 
mental badges and coloured 
cards showing uniforms and 
divisional signs. 

A recent series in Rover has 
featured a different weapon each 
week, not omitting the despised 
Boyes anti-tank d e .  A dashing 
cover picture showed "The Two- 
Pounders' Last Stand." One 
tale ("The Dragon's Breath") 
was h d e d  : "The action-packed 
story of Private Ted Carter-the 
soldier who is hopeless with a gun 
but causes havoc with a flame- 
thrower." 

The less dashing arms of the 
Service are not neglected. Hot- 
spur featured Private Fred Scar- 
Iett, Royal Pioneer Corps, a 
drainage expert who contrived 
to lure a German tank to a watery 
grave. 

Mostofthe heroes of boys' fic- 
tion are highly versatile fellows. 
They are crack shots with almost 
every kind of weapon, they know 
how to use explosives, they can 
ride mutor cycles or drive tanks. 
If there's a chance of stealing an 
.enemy aircraft-well, there's 
always somebody like Buster 
Hopkins who "did a spot of club 
flying before the war." Boy 
readers do not mind if an m- 
probable prowess is attributed to 
their heroes, but they object if 
orthodox weapons like mortars 
and anti-tank guns are made to 
perform impossibilities. 

Boys' heroes are, of course, &- 
totallers to a man. They use nu 
swear words other than a ngt- 
too-m&rn schoolgirl might use. 
There arc no women in their 
lives. They are respectful. to- 
wards authority. And they stun 
rather than slay. 

The boys' papers have helped 
to win both world warswith won- 
der machines which had no basis 
in reality; for instance, the Grab- 
ber, which was a tank with a long 
arm capable of picking up a flee- 
ing staff car and decanting the 
occupants. But some of the 
machines invented in these 
papers were not necessarily any 

Norway, assisted by a Cum- 
mando officer with a black eye- 
patch and a wire-bound cricket 
Stump for weapon (a change 
from those cricket bats which 
used to ded out such execution). 
The real wonder about the One- 
Stripe Wonder is why he never 
gets a second stripe or a first pip. 

The One-Stripe Wonder may 
be a trifle hard to swallow, but 
not so fiard as the Adventure's 
tale of the high gchool cadet corps 
who go on m a m v r e s  with Glik, 
a pink frog-like creature from 
Space. Glik's w r e t  weapons in- 
clude ari automatic hypnotiscr, 
an anti-gravity device which pre- 
vents parachutists from descend- 
ing and a machine which, by 
"lowering the molecular tension" 
of metal, causes tanks to melt like 
hot chocolate 

OT always h.s tbe WiSr bsen a PopOLr Md d boy#' 

Cowboys, dektives highwaymen, footbdlew Ipanmea, N iarky Fifth Formc~?+-tbe, at varioos paiode, have tended , 
to aowdhlmhm the- 

It is different nowadays. From Possibly the most acMILI- 
SOLDIERS researches among plished fictional soldier at the 
papers like Wizard and Lion. moment is the Wizard's "One- 
Rover and Adventure-, it is obvi- Stripe Wonder," an adept at 
ous that the soldier at present is languages and ciphersracking. 
'riding high in juvenile esteem. In his few spare moments he 

~ (There is no truth in the rumour sharpens his wits on crossword 
that Army stories are included in puzzles; faced with ***h?*o*- 
these papers for the benefit of t"y* and the clue ''fossil bird" 
the many Army readers.) he instantly pencils in "Archatop 
Most of the soldier heroes are te'yx." No wonder the Service 

fighting World War Two over chiefs in the secret rooms of 
Whitehall vie for his services. 

The One-Stripe Wonder, how-' 
evm, prefers active serrice, 
where he still finds ample oppor- 
tunities for ciphersracking. He 
figured in a dashing exploit in 

dvemtwe rrorka In boys' adventure stories 
today the soldier has reached a 
new pinnacle of pqspularity 

more remarkable than many of 
the contraptions developed .in 
World War Two. The "Great 
Panjandrum" (the pcket-pro- 
polled giant drum designed for 
charging up a mined beach) was 
pure Wizard so WM Si Winston 
Churchill's "White Rabbit" (a 
mighty trench-cutting machine). 

For all SOLDIER knows, a 
boys' writer may have anticipated 
the wartime Habakkuk pro*, 
which was to involve the con- 
struction of Boating air6elds 
made of ice reinforced with saw- 
dust. Quite recently Rover has 
been running a series about an -z&$ - 
asdic team stationed on an island 

Wlzard's One-Stripe Woder and the one-eyed o p h i n  intercnpt a telwnrhiat. 
The Br*ish gunboats were advancing U the Nile to attack the Dervishes, and it was all hands 

to the rapes to drag the h t s  thraua R the racing, raaina current at the miahty cataract. 

Sergeant Mullins' Bofors is the only anti-aircroft gun on' Malta without ony I "kills." 1s there a haodoo on his aun? 
which turns out to be a vast sea 
monster (the team were able to 
erect steel masts on it wlthout 
noticlng that they were s d n g  
their foundations in meat). 

Mulberry Harbour was fore- 
s k n  by a boys' writer as long ago 
as 1897. In the Boys' Friend of 
that year Hamilton Edwanls 
wrote a serial, "Britaig in Arms 
which described an attfmptd in- 
vasion of this country by France 
and Russia. The tnvaglon was 
rcbuEed, thanks to. the Royal 
Navy and the 17th Lancers, and 
Lord Roberts was then ordered 

,to lead an expeditmn agaiast the 
French, There was a surprise for 
the British expeditionary forcc 
when it neared France : 

"As they steamed in towards 
shore the sol&ers were astonished 
to find that a landing stage had 
been erected for them, and e v w  
thing was ready for the stups to 
run alongside and the British 
troop to land. 

"The move of Lord Roberts 
had been well dcniated. A 
detachment of Royal E n p e e n  
had constructed a floating wharf 
made to fit this parhcular point- 
in the shone. This wharf had 
been towed lcmss the Channel 
and Exed while the Bntiish Heet 
WM bombarding Ham. 

Between them, Lord Roberts 
and Gsneral Sir R d v m  Bulla 
subjugated the "confounded 
French" and dictated 

whetha these diMingulshed 
commsnders ever read about 
their imaginary exploits in the 
Boys t b y  were Friend, suitably and if flattered. so whetser we 

do not know. Robably the edi- 
tors of Wizard and Lion would 
think twice before appointing 
Field-MPrshals Montgomery and 
Tmplerto perform asirmlar feat. 
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Y inpnlwr device A for landing mem 
matdais a! any polnt 
den8 the world's coast- 
iimr is undergoing its 
Rnai tests by United 
States t nn IUTO's 
b e h a l c i z l l a ,  

t e i ,  an 2% 
military pwt d u i 4  
br we rrhm a W n #  
dodu haw been b 
t r oyed  or natural  
harbours do not a& 

Unlike Il@b@rry Mar- 
Lour d World War 
Twa, the hr Termilul. 
an hneriun invention, 
dams not depmnd on 
pkrr which have to 
float up and down with 
the tide, Nor deu it 
have 10 ba @owed accmr 
t h e w  i t u n b e  
ceded on bcnrd rhi 
ertra-ovdaod: 
The Sea Terminal's 

pin is supported by 
uhrons six f a  in 
diameter and sunk 

The lording pietform 
can b e  r a i s e d  o r  
h e r i d  hydraulically 
on tk cahom. Two 
hip can be unloaded 
aimubneousiy. 

The phr h con& 
to Ue land by h r  
urW tramways, erch 
a b k t o u f t u p t o t e n  
MM. U0 these*'*- 

I t i r t h . D e  

I 

Rrmiy into the seam. 

hwkd' r3b.p. pUa 
driven locometires 
wry mm on plat- 
bmn and men In ages. 
A t  T a i m  on Ue wwt 
cem dFrance m n  d 

United States Tram- 
pertation Cow u W d -  
ed mora than 5OOO tom 
d mms and hundred# 
o f  men i n  a day. 
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"Excuse me, mote, bui do you 
k m  that fag behind your (101 

is burning?' 
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. 
THE ARMY FOUGHT TO. SAVE 

r 

worked under ;heir entom&Iog& wyter hyacinths. When hatched 
o f k r ,  Lieutenant R. D. Hughes, the lanrac drop from the l.avcs, 
Royal Army Medical Corps. sink beneath the surface, attrch 

Two National SeMmen, themselvm to the stalk of the 
Private C. M. Hughes and Pri- plant and breathe.through it until 
vate D. K. Mugford, both of the they reach ,the adult stage. 
Royal Army Medical b p s ,  Dsstructmnof the rnosqaitocS 
sp8nt everal nights in the ken- was! 8 d y  achieved by the llsc of 
nek under a mosquito net, open a soluble igsecticide provided hy 
at one end. As a mosauite acommercialornanisation.Wlm 

, 

U 
F 

Grponl Pot Toybr holk Dulcie, 
Corpord P . h  Toybr deftly taker 

killing the adult worm so there 
remained two courses: to kill the 
larvae in the bloodstream or to 
destroy the carrier. 
The first method was tackled by 

the veterinary staff who treated 
the infected dogs with various 
drugs known to he lethal to 
larvae. Although there wp8 a 
slight improvement in moat of 
the dogs only a very small per- 
centage showed a negative larvae 
count by the end of the 
Meanwhik, the Hygiene Men 
were carrymg out field work to 
determine the othq link m the 
infection chain. the carrier. Thev 

an eight-yeor-old brood bitch while 
~1 sample of her b i d  fw w i n g .  

ihowed that one kind of mos- 
quito, Manronia Uniforrnia, was 
many times more prevalent at the 
time when larvae in the dogs were 
in the skm area. Further experi- 
ments proved Manronia to be 
the culprit. 
But the bat& was nof yet won. 

Any other masquito could have 
been eliminakd simply by 
spreading oil on the nearby 
hyeiath ponds, thus choking the 
young moscpritoes who breathe 
through the of the water. 
M a n m ~ a ,  however, ia much 
more cunning. The adult lays its 
am underneath the leaves of 

. 



ON GUA 
The men of three reghents 
are helping the police in 
NoriJlern Ireland to guard 
against outrages b y  tire 
Irish Republican Arm y 

t l  

ON BRITISH 

Brigadia 0.45. r&e DSO, up ~ g e n c y  stations m the Sir 

lnfantryBrigade,whodimted By thcmsclves the Royal 
the Army's opcrationa. H e  wm- Ulster Constabulary could keep ,-,, 
manded the Id Battalion Thc watch on only a fractiw of the & 6 E. 
Welch Regimeat in the Canal border, which Msts OVCI nearly up Wiw. . . 
Zone rn 1951-52 and then spent 400 miles of desolate wun 
nearly two years in Malaya 88 side. Poke stations, which$ 
commanding o%ke~ of a d  raidcrshadthreatenedtode 

thciu cbid target, were without 
defences and many of the public 
buildings and important road supervised by Sapprs. blew borough m Coun Femana# 
crossing6 and bridges had no large cram in hundreds of the men of "8 Corqpany, S0,lL - The Army took on all three places along the baQrr. On other wen 6rst to the rescue. z i  
commitments and for the 6rst highways they drove Six-foot of the raid came when Major J. 

special Air Service Regunent few wkks none of the troops bad iron spikes into the ground to chuttrr, who wmmands " B  
until he broke his leg parachut- more than a few hours sleep a prevent vthicles awning into Company, was in conference 

day (me Sienalman kept con- Northern IrcIand. Soldim were with County P o l i  Inspector 1. 
When the Irish Republican stant wakh.at his wuelag set, putonguardtostrengthmpolia Reid at police headquarters in 

Army opened its campaign by snatching deep when k-could, patrols at places likely to be Eoniskillen. A wireless message 
attacked. was &shed to the border patrol blowing up a Territorial Army for 17 days). 

drHl hall in EnniskiUm and By day, parties of soldiers went By d#t, at least a third of the and at the same time the m r -  
attacking (unsucceddly, thanks to work sand-bagging and wiring troop were out on patrol with gency platoon was d e d  out. It 
toasentry'svigilance)theDepot scores Of police stations, begin- the policc in Land R o m s  or arrived at Brookeborough, 12 
barracks of the Royal Irish Fusi- ning with thw near the border, annoural cara. while another miles away from barracks, 20 
lien in Annagh, the A m y  ~ a l a n q d c v i c e s t o t h e  barbed third stood by with the emer- minutes later, beating the border 
speedily moved into action. WIFC to mve warrung of the gcncyplatmns. patrol to the w e  by several 
Within a few hours of behg approacbofattackersandqing These memuca soon paid minuw. On the arrival of the 
called in to aid the Royal Ulster troop the gunmen broke off the 
Constabulary, troopa had take0 bettcr6eldof6rc.. Otherparhes, a police station at Brooke- OVER.. . 

Commander bf 8 f Indcpedent wuntm of Ulster. 

scwndary roads and crossing Royal Warwickahirc R 

into the jut&. 

down tree to dve the p o l y  a dividends. When raidem attacked 
































