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TROOPS in Oman for Exercise Saif
Sareea 2 expected some restrictions on
the operational welfare package (OWP)
put together for them, but many told Sof

dier that they were surprised at just how

limited their options were in the desert.,

While those based at Camps
and Sha’afa enjoyed e-blu
mail), 20 minutes of phone“cal
week and other benefits, front-line units
who endured the harshest conditions
handed back thousands of hours Qf
unused phone cards.

contact with home and few comforts.
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For them, phones hardly existed.

Pte Kim Gustar, RDG, explained |
why it had been particularly tough |
on families. “The media gave people |
at home the wrong message, imply-
ing we would all be sent to
Afghanistan. It caused families a lot
of worry. We were on exercise, that’s
all. But we could not contact them to
tell them everything was all right.”

Lt Col Nick Millen, RDG, said |
the lack of phones was one symptom
of how the OWP had failed troops in
the front line.

less than four months

- recorders and wdeofapas -

- ‘Operaﬁmal standﬁd'own
~ (OSD) for those deployed for
more than one month and
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_anyone deployed for more — Pages 17-23
_than four months :

and that had an effect on morale.”
|  Pte Christian Button, RDG, said:

“My girlfriend posted eight letters
and I didn’t seen one. My family was

“JJ” Johnson'of

BFBS radlo,Tv video

® Local exercise leave
o (LEL) for all in theatre for

concerned that I might be sent to
Afghanistan and I had no way of

more than four months.

“We were realistic and knew that
we were not going to have access to the
welfare package in the same way as sol-
: : diers at Camp South. All of
them were doing an impor-
tant job and we could not
function without them, but
the only reason they were
there was to support us.

“Everyone tells me what a
¢ massive success OWP was,
but it certainly wasn’t if you
were in the desert.

“It was made very clear to us before we
came out that local overseas allowance
(LOA) was not going to be paid to our
soldiers in Oman because the OWDP was
going to be provided.”

He said the package, while an excellent
measure for those on ops in the Balkans,
where soldiers were fairly static, had not
worked for front-line troops in Oman.

Lt Col Millen acknowledged that
because of his regiment’s location, it was

Kim Gustar

difficult to provide elements of the pack-
age, but believed that if it could not be
delivered it should not have been
promised in the first place.

“If anyone believes the OWP provided
us with the ability to keep in touch with
home they are mistaken,” he said. “We
had a 20-minute phone card per person
per week, but if you can’t get to a tele-
phone, it’s not much use. Qur ability to
phone home was based on two welfare
phones between the entire battle-group.

“They were not there for the guys to
ring home, although we used them for
that. There was little alternative. The phones
were not clear and there was no privacy.”

E-bluey facilities took time to materi-
alise and post was also problematic. “I
am the clerk and I know that for days
we received only 50 blueys [aerogram-
mes] from home for the entire battle-
group,” said Pte Gustar. “At one point we
had no mail for about a week and a half

~ reassuring them that I was not.”

Irish Guardsmen told a similar story. Lt
Barney Smyth said that by the end of the
exercise his soldiers had completed 56
days in the desert with just two days’
operational stand-downs.

“The welfare package didn’t go accord-
ing to plan,” he said. “The soldiers opted
to go to hotels but, although they were of
a similar price, they were of varying stan-
dard and some didn’t have bars. Everyone
had been looking forward to it. We had
been out there for the best part of a
month, living rough, and it was a great
disappointment.

“One would hope that in future a little
more care will be put into choosing hotels.

“We are front-line soldiers and every-
one understands that we have to rough it
more than the rear echelon. That’s a fact
of life, but when the guys do get some
down-time, I believe they should receive
the same privileges.”

@ Army Welfare Service feature — Page 27
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SPECIAL REPORT

't get through

THERE was a robust counter-attack
from Permanent Joint Headquarters at
Northwood when Soldier asked for com-
ment on criticisms of the welfare pack-
age provided for troops in Oman.

Brig Max Kerley told us that the ex-
peditionary and austere nature of Saif
Sareea had been stressed well ahead
of the exercise in a briefing to senior
officers.

Commanders had been told that in a
war-fighting scenario it would not be pos-
sible to deliver all elements of the opera-
tional welfare package during tactical
training periods. It was the responsibility
of the chain of command — commanders
in the field — to manage access of troops
to centres with good welfare facilities as
well as the expectations of those troops so
that they did not expect to have every-
thing delivered to them on a plate.

“There has to be a recognition that the
nature of military operations and train-
ing places restrictions on the delivery of
the OWP,” said Brig Kerley. “For exam-
ple, a Portakabin full of welfare tele-
phones cannot be moved around the bat-
tlefield, and units do not have the gener-
ator capacity to be able to have all ele-
ments of the OWP available all the
time.”

He said there was also the question of
whether a CO would want all the welfare
facilities provided in a tactical situation.

“The decision was made to provide
welfare facilities centrally so that when
troops had a break from training they
could have reasonable access to good
facilities. Ensuring that the troops were
indeed given access to these centralised
facilities is a chain of command respon-
sibility,” he said.

LOA was never an option for desert exercise

LOCAL Overseas Allowance (LOA) was
never an option for troops on Saif Sareea
2. Designed to cover additional costs of
living overseas, it was not relevant for
personnel on a exercise, said Brig Kerley.

Because there were no additional costs
of living, the payment of LOA could not
be justified.

Neither was it the correct mechanism
by which to provide welfare support, he
said. In the desert, where there was no
infrastructure, it could provide nothing.
“The OWP helps to maintain opera-
tional effectiveness by mitigating the

degradation of personal performance.
No amount of LOA could achieve that.”

The OWP is designed to be delivered
in phases, with more elements becoming
available the longer the mission goes on.
An exception was made for Saif Sareea
2, which was given the full works because
some of the force had been in Oman for
six months or more.

Although most of those taking part
were in theatre for only two months, they
benefited from elements to which they
were not strictly entitled. These included
the concert featuring Geri Halliwell.

Welfare access was responsibility
of unit commanders in the field

Mail delivery affected
by attack on New York

ON specific criticisms raised by Soldier,
PJHQ responded:

@ The facility to print e-blueys was available
in-theatre from mid-June. We were not told
what arrangements units made to inform their
families that this new facility would be avail-
able.

@ There were problems with delivery of
mail, and the events of September 11 cre-
ated significant difficulties for all organisa-
tions moving items by air. This was outside
the control of the Forces’ mail system.

® On the hotels used during operational
stand-down (OSD) periods, it must be
remembered that Oman is not a major tourist
destination and choice was limited. Those
selected were of good standard, although one
did not have its own bar facilities. Arrange-
ments were made for personnel to have
access to bars in other hotels.

The fact that the Irish Guards spent 56
days in the desert and had only two days of
OSD was an in-theatre command decision
and should not be used as a criticism of the
operational welfare package.

@ The Saif Sareea package cost about
£10 million and difficult financiail decisions
had to be made. The pragmatic decision
was to centralise most
welfare resources to give
better access to the
majority without requiring
further financial
constraints on the
valuable training that
took place.

Boots were red-hot i issue

BOOTS were a serious concern
for many soldiers in Oman.

LCpl Andrew Clark of 30
Signal Regiment was wearing
standard-issue black boots
when he- took part in the first
battle for Migrat airstrip.

“I wasn't issued with desert
boots and my feet have been
absolutely red-hot” he said. ‘I
just have to take my boots off at
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every opportunity. In some ways,
the boot is the most important bit
of kit I've got. A lot of the lads
bought their own desert boots
and bergens.

“If you used an Army-issue
sleeping bag out here, you would
be affected by the heat, so a lot
bought their own bags, which
were more convenient and com-
fortable and less bulky.”

Buying boots wasn't restrlcted
to soldiers. “I bought mine,” said
Lt Col Millen, “and 90 per cent of
my soldiers bought their own
because they were told they
weren't being issued.

“We were eventually issued
with a boot — a lounge boot
which quickly fell to pieces and
didn’t come bigger than a size
nine.”

Clarke of
30 Signal
Regiment
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Our man in Pakistan spells out the task

BRIG Johnny Torrens-Spence, former
commanding officer of The Roval Dra-
goon Guards and now Defence Attache to
the British High Commission in Islam-
abad, is under no illusions about what
faces troops in Afghanistan, writes Lt Col
Robin Hodges.

“Much of Pakistan is hot, flat desert,
but the North-West Frontier, which bor-

ders Afghanistan, is very different,” he
said in Islamabad. “The terrain is dramat-
ically difficult to operate in.

“The mountains are high and steep, and
there are lots of them. The wvalleys are
deep, with tracks carved out of the sides
and which are constantly washed away by
mud or rock falls. There are only two roads
into Kabul and one man with explosives

could close either. Logistically the country
is among the world’s most demanding.
“The Afghans are fit, resilient and used
to operating on light scales in very difficult
terrain. The land is inhospitable and
unstable, with earth tremors recorded every
30 seconds. There is continual movement
of the rock and buildings regularly col-
lapse as the ground shakes,” he said.

Troops on reduced
notice to deploy

Report: Soldier staff and Lt Col
Robin Hodges in Islamabad

AN advance party of UK military person-
nel, including Royal Marines, is deployed
at Bagram airfield in Afghanistan to assess
its safety for wider use, such as the deliv-
ery of humanitarian aid.

Although the UK Joint Rapid Reaction
Force is on reduced noticed to move, as
Soldier went to press no decision had been
taken to deploy larger UK forces. Possible
tasks would include supporting the United
Nations and humanitarian agencies. There
was no intention to deploy troops in offen-
sive operations against the Taliban.

Units on stand-by included elements of 3
Commando and 16 Air Assault Brigades.
The men of 2nd Barttalion, The Parachute
Regiment, 45 Commando Royal Marines,
and a range of supporting assets such as
Royal Air Force air transport, support
helicopters, engineers, logistic teams and
explosive ordnance disposal experts were
ready to move at short notice, while 40
Cdo RM remained at high readiness.

More than 100 Gurkhas who have rein-
forced 2 Para since 1996 were retained to
give their support during the crisis. The
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Air control: Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, The Parachute Regiment on West Freugh
airfield, near Stranraer, during a 16 Air Assault Brigade exercise in Scotland last month

Gurkhas had been due to leave the battal-
ion and return to their parent unit, The
Royal Gurkha Rifles, at locations around
the world.

During the past month 118 reservists
were called out and reported for duty as a
result of the terrorist attacks of September
11. Other reservists are supporting opera-
tions in locations including the Balkans
and Sierra Leone.

A Civil Affairs Group team from Minley
Manor near Camberley, Surrey, led by
Maj Graeme Olley AGC(ETS), has been
in Islamabad since October to establish a
Coalition Humanitarian Liaison Centre.

The team has worked closely with the

On the spot:
From left are
Civil Affairs
Group members
Majs Andrew
Whelan RRF and
Graeme Olley
AGC(ETS), CSgt
David Ibbotson
IG and Maj Mike
Dejamette, US
Army

Picture: Robin Hodges

US Army’s 96th
Civil Affairs Bat-
talion (Airborne)
from Fort Bragg
and together they
have been tasked
to  assist the
humanitarian agencies. “The job is all
about relationships — persuading the non-
government organisations that the coali-
tion is about more than bombing
Afghanistan,” explained Maj Andrew
Whelan RRF, of the Minley team.

“The humanitarian' community was
well established in Afghanistan before the
bombing began and when they re-enter
Afghanistan they will require our special-
ist expertise,” said Maj Mike Dejamette,
US Army.

Their work will be vital to help make the
countryside safe again by providing details
for the clearance of bombs and missiles
deployed against the Taliban.

Picture: Mark Owens




Allez! Allez! Allez!

Entente cordiale: Pte Andy Walker, left, of 7 Pla-
toon, C Coy, 1 PWRR, waves Sgt Chief Jean-
Louis Narayanin of the French 1er Regiment
d’Infanterie out of a Warrior on Salisbury Plain.
Jean-Louis was one of 85 French soldiers on an
exchange visit to the UK. Last month 100 PWRR
soldiers travelled to France.

Skyline serenade

Picture: Steve Dock

Blowing in the wind: Saxophonist Victoria King
(16), a pupil at Wellington Academy, Greenock,
plays for Bandmaster WO1 Craig Hallatt of the
Scottish Division’s Lowland Band during a two-
day “look at life” workshop put on at the school by

the military musicians. Picture: Mark Owens

All systems go: As a Harrier GR? jump- |et comes in to land SSgt Paul Douthwane of
71 Engineer Regiment (V), backed by Sabre reconnaissance vehicles of The Queen’s
Own Yeomanry, protects the landing pad built by his regiment at Machrihanish Airfield
near Campbeltown in Argyll. The action took place during Exercise Highland Harrier

Scottish brigade
advances to battle

CAMPBELTOWN, on the tip of Scot-
land’s “nose”, had not seen anything
like it for many a year.

Roaring armour, marching infantry
and the skirl of the pipes signalled an
invasion, albeit one that was warmly
welcomed. It was the Fighting 51st on
manoeuvres in the biggest exercise to
take place in the UK this year.

About 1,400 troops and 200 vehicles
from Territorial Army units in the north
of Scotland took part in the 51st High-
land Brigade’s triennial military con-
centration on the Kintyre peninsula.
The two-week exercise, Highland Har-
rier, was based at Machrihanish airfield,
one of the longest runways in Europe.

Units were put through their paces in
a series of scenarios aimed initially at
sub-unit level and developing into a
combined arms battle-group operation.

RAF Harrier jump-jets and Tornado
bombers played a variety of friendly and
enemy roles. Units involved included 51
Highland Regiment (V), the Scottish
Transport Regiment RLLC (V), 71 Engi-
neer Regiment (V), 225 Field Ambu-

Leading role: 2nd Lt Jennifer Young of 71
Engr Regt Wksp REME on Highland Harrier

lance (V), The Queen’s Own Yeoman-
ry, 3 Flight AAC (V), RMP elements,
205 Field Hospital (V), 1st Battalion,
The Royal Highland Fusiliers and 52
Signal Squadron (V).

Pictures: Mark Owens

Shell collectors

Cyprus sappers make range a safer place

BRITISH sappers have blown-up shells
and mortar rounds on Cyprus’s beauti-
ful Akamas peninsula in a month-long
operation.

Royal Engineers, Royal Navy divers
and civilians played a part in the clean-
up on the firing range. During Opera-
tion Upraise 80 people lived in a tented
base at Invicta Camp while clearing the
training debris. Among them were 62
sappers of 21 Field Squadron (EOD),
20 naval divers and nine civil servants.

Troop commander Lt Corinne Ford,
of 21 Fd Sgn, explained the meticulous
work involved dividing the area into
“boxes”, which were scanned for buried
metallic objects. The biggest find was
an eight-inch naval shell.

Maj Nick Elliott, OC 21 Fd Sgn, who
led the operation, said a survey of the
1,400-hectare range was completed.

“We will use this information to work
closely with the Cypriot authorities to
ensure the Akamas can be turned into a
national forest park which will be a safe
and environmentally-friendly place for
people to enjoy,” said Maj Elliott.

® Fourteen sapper surveyors from 13
Geographical Squadron, reinforced by
four from 135 Independent Geographi-
cal Squadron, are working in some of

First time lucky: Spr Brian Blowe discov-
ered an unexploded 81mm mortar bomb
Picture: Julie Timbrell

the most sensitive parts of Cyprus to
ensure the Sovereign Base Areas are
clearly and accurately marked.

Their task of checking the 774 white
boundary posts has taken them very
close to the Greek-Turkish dividing line.

Loggy expedition blazes
trail to remotest Siberia

TWENTY-THREE
members of the Royal
Logistic Corps, an Army
doctor, a medic and a
Royal Artillery climbing
instructor have completed
a ground-breaking expedi-
tion in north-east Siberia.
The RLC millennium
project, which was delayed
until agreement could be reached with
Russia, took the Army climbers, mem-
bers of Glencoe Mountain Rescue
Team and a scientist to the barren and
largely unclimbed Cherkiy mountain

Flagged-up: Summit party

range just south of the
Arctic Circle. The party’
was joined by 40 members
of the élite Russian Emer-
gencies Ministry.

Climbers from both the
camps reached the summit
of Mount Pobeda, at over
3,000m the highest peak
in the range, during the
three-week expedition.

The high-profile trip, which was sup-
ported by the Royal Geographical Soci-
ety, has opened the door to more British
Army exploration in Russia.

Ve

® Pay 2000 arrangements for Army doc-
tors, dentists, vets, chaplains and Reserve
Forces are to go before the Armed Forces
Pay Review Body as part of the new pay
mundnnd mw wﬂlbelnplaoeby

complex and risky a
Sowbomm&asyﬂommhmdw

inAprﬂthlayaarltitth mowa

nied by Dr Lewis Moonie, Minister for Veter-
ans’ Affairs and Loise Casey, head of the
Government’s Rough Sleepers Unit, Prince
Charles listened to first-hand experiences
of former Servicemen who had been sleep-
ing rough on the streets.

@ It is hoped thal a song composed for

Remembrance Day by Maj Charles Turner
of the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Regiment
of Fusiliers and sung by members of the
battalion will go on release next year. Pro-
ceeds from the recording, a blend of rock
and military music, will benefit the Royal
British Legion. It can be heard by logging on
to the Army website at www.army.co.uk
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UPDATE

Beauty and beasts

Gunner girls: Blackpool beauty queens Natalie
James, left, Heidi Cliff, centre, and Karen Jean-
Cookson turned the tables on the lads of 3/29
Corunna Battery of 4th Regiment RA during a visit
to Cyprus. Nine gunners, attached to 12th Regiment
RA on a six-month United Nations tour in Nicosia,
paraded in front of the Blackpool beauties in uni-
form, evening attire and swimwear. Costumes
included a bunny girl outfit and a gas mask worn as
a G-string. LBdr Nick Gash-Welby, who won the
“Mr Corunna” competition, put his triumph down to
the fact that “the rest were amateurs”.

The girls’ trip to the Mediterranean island came
about because Blackpool is a traditional recruiting
area for 12 Regiment. Picture: SAC Ritchie Smith

® About 6,000 people from 20 countries enjoyed
a UN Day organised by 12 Regt in Nicosia. Maj
Nick Martin, the 2iC, said the family day had taken
four months to plan.

® Larkhill-based 32nd Regiment RA deploys
this month to Cyprus on a six-month tour of duty.

(apltal company

City folk: Soldiers of the Honourable Artillery
Company, which recruits extensively from the
City of London, salute the new Lord Mayor during
the annual show. The HAC provided two patrols
for the parade and its gun troop mounted the cer-
emonial saluting battery at the Tower of London.
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show the form that got them onto an international Scrapheap Challenge
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Picture: Steve Dock

TV Scrapheap trio
aids crash victims

REME soldiers representing Britain in a
Christmas special of Channel 4’s Scrapheap
Challenge programme being shot in the
USA helped victims of a road traffic acci-
dent before calmly returning to the filming.

With American participants unwilling to
get involved, the three British Servicemen
gave first aid until medical help arrived.

They were taking part in an internation-
al version of the programme, during which
they competed against a US team of Lock-
heed Martin engineers and top Russian
brains from Moscow University.

SSgt Doc Holliday, a vehicle artificer,
metalsmith Sgt Lee Downham and vehicle
mechanic Cpl Tim Sexton — all from Tid-
worth-based 22 Engineer Regiment Work-
shops — saw off a challenge from a Royal
Marines entry to win the chance to spend
ten days in California, courtesy of the TV
company.

The British Bulldogs, as they were
called, had to construct a vehicle in which
they could race across salt flats, do a rock-
climb and cross a lake. In temperatures
reaching 130 degrees F, the soldiers had to

Bucket of money

CPLs Alan Ridout and Michael
Eastwood of the Civil Engineer-
ing Wing of the Royal School of
Military Engineering at Chatham
spent 168 hours in the bucket of
a tractor to raise money for the
BBC Children in Need Appeal.
They collected more than £8,000.

wear safety gear and helmets for up to ten
hours a day. “The American team took it
upon themselves to host us and they were
brilliant,” said Sgt Downham.

On the final day of filming, the bus car-
rying the teams and production crew came
across a car crash, and the British soldiers
were the only ones willing to help.

“There was no one else on the scene and
the Americans wouldn’t assist,” said Cpl
Sexton. “They were pretty stunned by our
actions, probably because of the American
legal system and medical liability, but that
was the last thing on our minds,” added Sgt
Downham. “We may have saved lives.”

Soon afterwards medical and fire crews
arrived and took over. “They couldn’t
believe we could do what we did then get
back on to the bus and get on with the job
in hand,” said Cpl Sexton. “They had for-
gotten that not only are we trained to kill
people, but also to save life, too.”

® Who won? We can reveal that the
result was in the balance until the final two
minutes. To find out, watch the 1'/2-hour
programme on December 23.

Your guide to personal developm'ént__—

POPULAR demand for an easy-to-read practical guide to
the Personal Development Record (PDR) issued last year
to every Regular and Territorial Army soldier has result-
ed in the publication of a short booklet.
The guide, shown here by Cpl Steve Davies, HQ Adju-
tant General, will be issued to everyone in the next few
\weeks. It answers the most frequently asked questions.
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Wainwright
crash victim
returns to
battalion

A SOLDIER who was critically injured
when an Army Land Rover overturned
on Wainwright training area in Alberta,
Canada, in August has returned to his
unit after a long haul back to fitness.

Rfn Steve Green, RG],
sustained serious head
injuries in the accident,
in which Royal Engineer
Spr Adam Williams was
similarly injured and
four other soldiers were
hurt.

Spr Williams has also
returned to his unit, 32
Engineer Regiment, cur-
rently based at Hohne.

His life and that of Rfn
Green were saved by the
prompt actions of sol-
diers at the scene and the
lightening response of
the Royal Green Jacket battle-group
helicopter, which arrived on the scene
three minutes after the first report of
the accident. The injured soldiers were
treated by the Wainwright hospital
medical team and the barttle-group
doctor before being moved to the Royal
Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton.

Rfn Green, who has expressed his
thanks to all those involved in his aston-
ishing recovery, is being closely moni-
tored by medical staff and colleagues
and is receiving help for the severe
memory loss from which he suffers.

Back: Rfn Steve Green



Double value: Sisters Andrea, left, (16) and
Emma Willis (17) from County Durham enlisted
on the same day at Bishop Auckland Army
Careers Information Office. They are pictured
with senior recruiter WO Tony Masters, centre,
and Sgt Mac McGlyn. Andrea has her heart set
on joining the REME to train as a vehicle
mechanic while Emma wants to become a driver
in the Royal Logistic Corps. Picture: The Northern Echo

More accolades for

Soldier - see Page 71

Fanfare for Army’s
new radio station

TO the sound of trumpeters from the local-
ly-based Band of The Parachute Regiment,
Colchester Garrison Radio was due to
launch itself on the airwaves on December 5
as the latest station to cater for a military
community in the United Kingdom.

Broadcasting on 107FM initally from
temporary studios, it will switch to 1350AM
at the beginning of January and move into a
permanent home at the Naafi Spar shop in
Holmfield Road, Colchester.

The third Army station to go on air, it fol-
lows Catterick and Bulford, which opened
earlier this vear. Aldershot, the final station
in the Garrison Radio quartet mastermind-
ed by former Radio 1 DJ and BFBS presen-
ter Mark Page, is due to go live in January.

@® Gurkha Garrison Radio, broadcasting
in Nepali, was launched in Catterick last
month. The service has been described as “a
wonderful thing for UK-based Gurkha sol-
diers” by Maj David Whitfield from the
Gurkha Language Wing at I'TC Catterick.

Reichswald dead remembered

LT Col Bertie Polley, commanding officer of
Support Bartalion, HQ ARRC, laid a
wreath on Remembrance Day in Reichswald
Forest War Cemetery, the largest Common-
wealth cemetery of either world war.
Between Kleve and Gennap on the German-
Dutch border, it is the last resting place of
more than 7,500 soldiers and airmen. Offi-
cers from 12 nations attended the service.

ARMY families

iifssiiusdll Just the ticket to Olympia show I:f;f,:’;?ce

tage of a 40 per

cent discount for the
evening performances at
the Olympia International
Show Jumping Champi-
onships at Earls Court on
December 19 and 20. The
programme includes dis-

plays by Cossacks from
the Ukraine and the West-
phalian state stallions.
Savings range from
nearly £12 off a top-
priced ticket of £34.50 to
an £11 seat for just £6.60.

categories to
suit all pockets.

Call the Olympia box
office on 0870 733 0733
and quote “Olympia” to
claim your discount.
There is a booking fee of
75p a ticket.

Eight hurtin
North Belfast

Troops face barrages of 100 petrol bombs

EIGHT soldiers were hurt over a period
of seven weeks during serious public
disorder disturbances in North Belfast.

Most suffered concussion after being
struck by concrete blocks, and one sol-
dier from B Company, 1st Battalion,
The Royal Welch Fusiliers was seriously
injured in the upper leg bya pipe-bomb
thrown during night-time disturbances.
He is reported to be making a good
recovery.

Much of the trouble was concentrat-
ed on sectarian hot-spots, particularly
in the Ardoyne and Tiger’s Bay areas.
Troops were deployed during the day to
assist police ensuring safe passage of
Catholic children to the Holy Cross

School in the face of loyalist protests. At
night, soldiers were regularly deployed
on to the streets to help restore calm
during civil unrest between nationalists
and loyalists.

They were frequently attacked by sec-
tarian mobs ranging from 30 to 200.

Barrages of up to 100 petrol bombs a
night, plus fireworks, blast bombs and
low-velocity shots were aimed at troops
from the 1st Battalion, The Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders; the 1st Battal-
ion, Scots Guards; the 1st Barttalion,
The Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regiment; the 1st Battalion,
Grenadier Guards and the 2nd Battal-
ion, The Royal Irish Regiment.

Pension is being paid for child
of soldier killed in Sierra Leone

THE MoD has confirmed that an ex
gratia payment was made to Anna
Homsi, whose long-term partner, Bdr
Brad Tinnion, died during an operation
to free hostages in Sierra Leone in Sep-
tember last year.

She revealed to the media that she
had been offered £250,000.

The MoD said the payment, which is
not a pension, reflected the exceptional
circumstances of the case: that the death
occurred in service, the length of the
relationship, the birth of a child, and Ms
Homsi’s parental responsibilities.

The Armed Forces Pension Scheme
does not pay widows’ benefits to
unmarried partners and Ms Homsi did
not meet the War Pension Scheme crite-
ria for an unmarried war widow’s pen-
sion. Both schemes will, however, pay a
pension for the child until she is 17 or
completes full-time eductation.

@ In line with the policy of successive
governments, any changes made as a
result of an ongoing review of Armed
Forces pensions and compensation pro-
vision are unlikely to be retrospective
due to the huge costs involved.

b

Home comforts: Sapper tradesmen from 32 Engr Regt Gp take a break from rebuilding
a house in Jukliani in eastern Kosovo. They made two houses habitable for the winter

Sappers face up to
Kosovo challenges

BRITISH sappers serving with 32
Engineer Regiment Group in Kosovo
have been helping local people put their
lives and communities back together.

A section under Cpl Bob Beston
moved into tents in the Serbian village
of Jukliani in the east of the country to
help returnees rebuild their homes.

Meanwhile, HQ Squadron, given the
task of training the engineering element
of the Kosovo Protection Corps (KPC),
a civil protection force of about 500
men mostly from the former Kosovan
Army, took on a local project.

Led by instructor Sgt Jim Clark, a
team of KPC engineers reconstructed a
wooden road bridge that was the only

On parade: Maj Gen Evelyn Webb-Carter,
left, Colonel of The Duke of Wellington's
Regiment, presents UN medals for their tour
of duty in Kosovo to soldiers of Osnabriick-
based 1 DWR at Sennelager Training Area

vehicle access to a village of 500 people.

Caravica quarry, 17km west of Pristi-
na, was taken over by 65 Field Support
Squadron. A major task for them was
providing material for a new ammuni-
tion depot. Because local contractors
are barred from holding explosives, sap-
pers do all the drilling and blasting.

The squadron’s resources troop con-
verted two containers into air-condi-
tioned dog kennels and fabricated the
full-size silhouette of an armoured vehi-
cle to prove it could be transported
through a local rail tunnel.

Gundolph Lines, the Roval Engi-
neers’ Pristina base, now boasts a reli-
able satellite system serving ten private
booths from which soldiers can make 20
minutes of free phone calls home every
week. Three internet terminals, also
free, offer access to the worldwide web.

A luxury in the lines is a launderette
where soldiers can drop off dirty gar-
ments in the morning and collect them
cleaned and pressed in the evening.
Facilities will be extended next year
when a café, sauna and cable digital TV
are installed.

@® Of the 46 students who began a
four-week junior NCOs’ cadre course
run by the 32 Engr Regt Gp in Pristina,
34 passed out and 12 were promoted.

UPDATE

Medics in action

Helping hands: British Army medics stabilise a
“casualty” during Blue Light, a mass exercise
played out by the United Kingdom's battle-group in
Bosnia. “Its main intent was to assess the immedi-
ate reaction of the battle-group in providing first aid
and on-scene command-and-control,” said Maj
Charlie Charleston, the HQ Multi-National Division
(South West) staff officer for medical operations.
The exercise also tested MND(SW)'s incident
response team — which includes a signaller, sap-
pers and an OED expert to help out in case of a
mine threat — in dealing with a major incident.

Super shell to extend
reach of the gunners

A £9 million assessment phase contract com-
petition to provide the Army’s next genera-
tion of guided rockets and shells has been
awarded to BAE Systems.

Under the Indirect Fire Precision Attack
(IFPA) project, the Royal Artillery will have
the ability to hit targets with pinpoint accura-
cy at ranges up to 150km, five times that of its
existing systems. IFPA is one of several major
projects for new guns, ammunition and mis-
siles designed to give the Army a dramatical-
ly increased range and punch.

IN BRIEF

@ Rfn Miguel Calderon, pictured,
of the 2nd Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets, flew from his base in
Germany to Birmingham to receive
a national award for his work with
the Prince’s Trust. The Prince of
Wales joined sports and entertain-

_ment stars for the event.

® Staff of HQ Multi-
national Division Central
(Airmobile) flew from their
Rheindahlen base to Sevil-
la in Spain to take part in
the Eurocorps exercise
Cobra 2001. The British,
Dutch, Belgian and German

force was expected to return to Germany late
last month. \

@ Ministry of Defence civil servants from
across the UK were given a taste of military life
in Aldershot. As the guests of 2nd Battalion,
The Prin of Wales’s Royal Regiment,
they dug trenches, took part in ambush drills

and rode in Sabre armoured recce vehicles.

@ Soldiers from 39 Regiment RA, most
drawn from 57 (Bhurtpore) Battery, received
Kosovo Medals at a parade at their Harlow Hill
base in Newcastle. The gunners operated
Phoenix unmanned reconnaissance aircraft
during their first operational tour in the Balkans.

@ Soldiers of The Queen’s Lancashire
Regiment received the freedom of the Bor-
ough of Pendle in East Lancashire last month.
They marched from the Municipal Hall in
Colne to the strains of the King's Division Nor-
mandy Band and the regiment's Corps of |
Drums. Regimental Colonel Brig Geoff Shel-
don took the salute.

g
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Oarsome trip: D Company members of the Territorial Army’s King's and Cheshire Regiment
get to grips with white-water rafting in the Rocky Mountains during a training camp in Alber-
ta, Canada. The part-timers, from Manchester and Liverpool, were instructed by soldiers
from B (Mountain Warfare) Company, 3rd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. The military phase of the visit was cut short by the terrorist attacks of September 11
on New York and Washington, after which 3 PPCLI was put on four hours’ notice to move.

TA sets out to raise
fitness of the nation

A FITNESS challenge has been issued by
the Territorial Army to raise its profile.

A TV campaign entitled Time to Get
FitTA is poised to cash in on the nation’s
" tradition for setting itself good resolutions
to mark the New Year.

The message will be that among the
most positive changes people can make to
their lives is to get physically fit . . . and the
best way to do that is join the TA.

A user-friendly, step-by-step guide will
be made available to members of the
public and a special website will provide

Chindits swap Cyprus for Falklands

SOLDIERS from Chindit Company, 1st
Battalion, The King’s Own Royal Border
Regiment based in Cyprus packed early
for Christmas. They are spending it in the
Falkland Islands at the start of a four-
month tour in the South Atlantic.

Ship ahoy: Cfn Rob Motherwell, Cfn George
Tabeart and LCpl Mick Jones, all members of
REME Workshop, 17 Port and Maritime Regi-
ment RLC, on board the Jolly Blue Twigg pirate
galleon, pictured right, which they put up in the
playground of Marchwood Church of England
Infant School. The design of the ship, a Millen-
nium project, was approved by shipwrights at

Marchwood, where it was built under the super-

vision of SSgt David Monaghan, whose
daughter attends the school Picture: Steve Dock
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on-line support. To get started, call 0845
6025000 for a fitness pack, or logon to a
dedicated website at www.getfitta.co.uk
Anyone who completes the 12-week pro-
gramme should be able to pass the TA’s
annual fitness test. It begins with an initial
self-assessment to ensure people start at an
appropriate level of physical activity.

Daily Telegraph

What the Press has been saying

® A £300 million computer system
in the MoD has had to be overhauled
after a series of problems that could
have led to delayed payments to
British Armed Forces. - Times

® An IRA decision to give its terrorist
members a campaign medal was met
with outrage. Provo chiefs are to mint
thousands of gongs to dish out to their
rank-and-file to commemorate their
involvement in the “war” against Britain.
— Sun

® The maritime graves of 21
warships in waters around the United
Kingdom are to be given special
protection to prevent divers from
plundering the wrecks. — Times

® The skeleton of a young British
soldier has been uncovered by Egyptian
archaeologists on Nelson Island, about
11 miles off Alexandria. The soldier was
part of Nelson’s force that fought and
defeated Napoleon in Egypt in 1798. —
Times

® Watchdogs have banned a
mobile phone text message for the
first time. From the computer games
giant Eidos, it said: “Please report to
your local army recruitment centre
immediately for your 2nd tour of
duty.” An ex-Serviceman, who feared
it was a real call-up because of the
war on terrorism, complained to the
Advertising Standards Authority,
which backed him. — Mirror 2

® Thousands of war graves from the
battle of the Somme, including some
belonging to British soldiers, may have
to be moved after the French

Government chose a site at Chaulnes in ',

Picardy to build a third international -
airport for Paris. - Times

® The European Union must
develop a full military force able to
project power around the world,
Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon told
EU defence ministers in Brussels. —

Falklands War 20

War stories: If you took part in the
Falklands War, Soldier would like to
hear from you. Tell us in no more than
150 words your most vivid recollection
and we’ll include it in a special feature
to mark the 20th anniversary next year.
Let us have your story, a photograph

and full details of yourself and your

unit, by January 31.
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EDITION

PRINT

Stuart hrmvn

A superb new limited edition
of just 850 fine art prints,
reproduced from the original
oil painting by Stuart Brown.
Printed on heavy 300gm
art paper, each print is signed
and numbered by the artist.

QOverall size: 684 x498mm

A four-man HALO patrol exit a C-130 Hercules transporter
at 25,000ft. The HALO (High Altitude, Low-Opening) technique allows the
covert infiltration of troopers and mission specialists equipped with automatic weapons,
Bergen packs and task-specific equipment

Price £45 + £3 p&p (£5 overseas). Available from Skipper Press, FREEPOST (SCE 140),
PO Box 1038, SOUTHAMPTON SO19 2WB. Cheques payable to ‘Skipper Press’.
@ Credit card orders are welcome by phone 023 8032 2705,

fax 023 8034 7906 or email skipperpress@hotmail.com 4t Member of the
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Service Children’s Education
(United Kingdom)

Do you require information on
boarding schools?

Do you have concerns about your
child’s education?

Avre you having problems gaining
a school place for your child?

Contact SCE (UK) for advice,
support & information.
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Telephone Helpline: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244
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Acquiring/SelIIng Properly?"
“Need help and Legal Advice?”

If you're in the Forces there’s a fast way to make
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language.
The Forces Legal Network is a national group of
established, independent solicitors who all provide:

FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews

Staff with experience of service problems

Legal Aid and “No Win-No Fee” accident claims
24 hour emergency legal cover

A full range of quality assured legal services

Competitive fees

One call puts you in
touch with confidential
advice on any service
or family legal matter.

email: @forceslaw.demon.co.uk
- : FORCES LAW HELPLINE:
The Forces Legal Network 0845 60] ]260
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SAIF SAREEA 2

Picture: WO2 Pete Bristo

Stories were rife about Challenger 2 main battle tanks strugghng to
- cope with desert conditions in Oman: The problem was an alr-fdter

Report: Ray Routledge

DID Challenger 2 break down frequently
as a result of sand and dust in Oman as
the papers claimed? The honest answer is
yes. Could something have been done
about it before the exercise — well, maybe.

Costing £2.5 million each, Challenger
2 main battle-tanks are among the British

SOLDIER December 2001

Army’s most high-profile and formxdable
war machines.

Lt Col Nick Millen, CO of The Royal
Dragoon Guards and commander of the
RDG battle-group during Saif Sareea 2,
acknowledged that Challenger 2 had suf-
fered major problems with air-filters —
something that had been identified before
the exercise began — and their supply.

17
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“Challenger 2 is a fantasuc tax;k and i; ¥ {
has delivered throughout the vear in Ef‘;'. !
Poland in temperatures down to minus .
20C, and in Canada in conditions in the
mid-40Cs,” he said. LS g
Yet the warning signs of the problems ,
they would face in Oman were signposted |
in Canada by a dramatic rise in the use of
@ Turn to next page
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abte at ﬁwnmment they are
required.

“It does not work if you
are talking about strategic-
level deployment with real
problems of distance, ter-
rain, aeroplanes breaking
down, even enemy action.

“I am contracted to pro-
vide combat power and I
was not able to do so be-
cause, in spite of the best
efforts of the logisticians, of
all ranks, on the ground, the
logistic flow did not get to
us. We had massive frustra-
tions.”

At first the problem was the availability
of filters in the desert. That overcome, the
Royal Logistic Corps and RDG had the
difficulty of getting them to the tanks
where they were needed. The availability
problem was finally overcome by front-
loading filters on to any vehicle within the
battle-group that could carry them.

So what actually caused the problems
and why did the Omanis, who also use

Lt Col Nick Millen RDG

not without penalty.

Millen felt Saif Sareea had

been a valuable exercise. “We

have learned a lot,” he said.
“Saif Sarecea has been an
awesome experience, a once-
in-a-career opportunity. My
generation was the last to
experience the big field train-
ing exercises in Germany, so
today there is an almost uni-
versal lack of experience in
operating in anything other
than at battle-group level.

“Saif Sareea has given a
massive opportunity to gen-
erate experience across generations of sol-
diers at what training at formation level is
like and it has been hugely valuable.

“We have learned a huge amount about
manoeuvre in a manner I could not have
imagined. It has provided us with a fan-
tastic opportunity at the end of our train-
ing vear to put into practice all the ideas
we have been working on. Despite our
problems, it has been a top exercise.”

5 Battle honours: From top left, clockwise,

This solution, ipevitably, is

Despite problems !mthsﬁp- \
ply and use of filters, Lt Col

IG Warriors attack a Royal Marine
position; a Chinook brings in RM
reinforcements; Royal Marine Ben Morris

. goes on the offensive; Spr Andrew

stolski launches a smoke grenade
atched by Spr Craig Richings

¥ A
i J,\fa:."‘:

Nigrat airfield

SAIF SAREEA 2

Two-hour firefight for 2 key location proved to be one of the high points of the exercise in Oman

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

THEY came in an hour after dawn in Sea
King helicopters.

Landing in a cloud of dust at the end of
the runway at Migrat airstrip, enemy
forces from the fictional state of Alawham
(in reality Royal Marine commandos)

. sprang from their helicopters to be met by

light fire from a scratch detachment of
friendly forces dug in to defend the site.

Earlier, during the night, soldiers from
the Pioneer Corps had discovered lightly-
manned Alawham observation posts on a
nearby ridge and “neutralised” them.

A few hours later and within minutes of
the Sea Kings depositing their fighting
cargoes, Alawham Chinooks disgorged
more crack commandos . . . 'and the battle

for the airstrip was on. After a firefight
lasting a couple of hours, and in the face
of brave resistance, the Marines won the
day — first blood to Alawham.

Capt Sean Nield RA, from the allied
forces wasn’t downhearted by defeat. On
the contrary, given the nature of his com-
mand, he was positively upbeat.

“There had been a problem providing
an enemy for the Royal Marines,” he

explained. “For them to get value from
their training it was essential that we pro-
vide an enemy force, so we gathered 71
people from different corps and regi-
ments at 24 hours’ notice.”

Many of the defenders were plucked
from a stand-down period and had never
worked together before. Despite being
called back into action they were in good

® Turn to Page 21
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Front-line
females

WHATEVER the outcome of the controver-
sy about women in the front line, the small
band of defenders at the first battle for
Migrat's airstrip included two among their
ranks.

Cpl Lucy Mason from 30 Signal Regi-
ment and Sig Rachel Allen from 21 Signal
Regiment volunteered to take part at less
than 24 hours’ notice and found them-
selves serving as front-line infantry.

“We are not really trained for it,” said Cpl
Mason, “although we do the odd battle-
camp. But | enjoyed it. We knew basically
what to do”

Asked if women should be allowed into
the front line as soldiers, Sig Allen
responded: “| think if a woman is fit enough
and proved herself in the right ways, then
OK, but | don't think generally we are phys-
ically strong enough.

“l think most women would not want to
do it anyway.

“But in the heat of battle | don't think it
would matter what the sex of the soldier
was. We are professional and would get on
with our jobs."

The Marines who finally- overran the
position were amazed to discover two
women soldiers among the small force that
had denied their best efforts for nearly two
hours.

Girl power: Cpl Lucy Mason and Sig
Rachel Allen surprised the Marines
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® From Page 19

spirits and had the advantage of the
Marines not knowing they were there.

“We had a deception plan that seemed
to work quite well,” said Capt Nield.

One of those involved in the fighting
was Maj Kim Bailes, RLLC, who volun-
teered for this part of the proceedings.
He had been working in the exercise
control team when he got the call. “It’s

‘been the best part of the exercise. It

shows what you can do when you get a
scratch team together and I think even
the Marines would admit we took them
by surprise.”

Sprs Simon Stone and Andrew Ostol-
ski of 39 Engineer Regiment flew to
Oman in June to build and maintain the
camps. They were also pulled back from
the stand-down period to take part.

After 48 hours the Royal Marines
were well dug-in against an expected
allied counter-attack. But Challenger 2
tanks from the Roval Dragoon Guards
and Warrior infantry fighting vehicles
from the 1st Battalion, Irish Guards
smashed into their defences, forcing
them back and away from the airstrip.

Attack: Soldiers from the Irish Guards
prepare to attack Royal Marines’ positions

The Marines, desperate to hold their
positions, out of ammunition and with
adrenalin pumping, took to throwing
stones at the Warriors in a vain attempt
to stave off the inevitable.

As suddenly as it started, the battle
was over and the airstrip re-taken. A
sense of quiet satisfaction prevailed
among the friendly force.

Gdsm Mickey Banner, IG, gulped
down a well-earned bottle of water and
said: “We’ve been out here for almost
two months building up to this.”

He looked at his SA80 and shook his
head. “It isn’t equipped for desert war-
fare. I had several stoppages, yet back in
Germany it works perfectly.” Like every-
one else, he is no doubt looking forward
to the arrival of the A2, which has proven
so reliable in the desert and in every
environment in which it has been tested.

Warrior commander It Barney
Smythe, IG, said: “We are low on
ammunition and it all got a bit crazy out
there. It doesn’t help when the enemy is
wearing the same kit as you. But it was
terrific fun for the guys to get out and
have a crack at the Marines.”

_ SAIF SAREEA 2



Heat and du

A quick look at three units and
their work during the exercise

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

Aid station

“THE main illnesses here have
bL:n caused by heat and dehydra-
tion.” said LCpl Malcolm Yeo of
Aldershot-based 4 General Sup-
port Medical Regiment as he

began again on the endless task

of cleaning the hospital t‘ent.

LCpl Yeo and Ptes Marissa
Collom and Martin McKenna had
peen in Oman for four-and-half
months when Soldier caught up
with them deep in the de-:oe.rt. .

They were runhing 2 medical aid

station (actually a 12ft square
tent), which was backed up by a

larger facility at Car:np Sha'afa, a

couple of hundred kilometres

aw“alzlig a harsh environment and
along with dehydration we've
treated things like sweat rashes_.
fungal infections alnd a lot of skin
complaints," he said.

Flu, curiously, was also on the
sick list. “There were rumours
that everyone had gone dowf
it but that wasn't the case,

LCpl Yeo. .
There had been serious incl-

with
said

dents, including fatal roac'i Itrafﬁc
accidents and a soldier dnnr?g
into the shallow end of a swim-
ming pool. He had been lucky to
cape paralysis.
esLiaPiscfn with Omani hospilt-als
had been very good, accordmg to
Pte Collom. “| spent @ lot of time
up north at Seeb, 80 if \:\ﬁd any
roblems | could liaise with the
military hospital there, :vhere th'e
level of care is excellent, she 5a'|d.
A familiar tale of problems with
the desert environment emerged.
“A |ot of our equipment is pack-
aged and sterile until we 'nav‘e to
use it, but sand was still a mghE-
mare for the job." said LCpl Yeo. “It
was hard to keep the centre
de:c:: him, the exercise :ad 'fJeen
worthwhile. “ Working in 2
:jgyunit as we do, we don't get to
do much medical work. But when
you're out on the ground and run-

medical centres in trauma
any of the real

's no substi-

ning
teams, you learn m
medical skills. There

tute for that.”

The workshos |

FOR soldiers of 21 Engineer Regi-
ment REME Workshops the change
in working hours caused the
biggest shake-up.

“On an exercise in Europe, we
could work 1& to 20 hours a day for
a few days at least, but out here it
was impossible,” explained the OC,
Capt lan Comerford. “It is just too
hot, s0 1200 to 1600 was our
down-time when we did nothing.”

There was a price to pay for the
midday nap — he and his men had
to work at night, although even
then conditions dictated work pat-
terns.

“Generally we worked for about
20 minutes followed by a ten-
minute break because of the tem-
peratures.”

The engineers dreaded the fre-
quent “dust devils”, swirling winds
that collect grit in mini-tornados,
because of the effect they had on
engine hygiene.

Capt Comerford said morale
among the soldiers had been very
good. “If they hadn't joined the
Army, | wonder what would they
have done this year?” he asked.
“We've been to Poland, Canada,and
now Oman. That's not bad, is it?"

Engineers

DESPITE the problems faced
by Challenger 2 and its air-fil-
ters, the large-scale bridge-
builders and other heavy
plant equipment used by sol-
diers from 7 HQ Squadron, 21
Engineer Regiment func-
tioned well, although the
machinery needed a heavy
maintenance programme to
keep it ticking over smoothly.

Where there were problems,
they were again mostly asso-
ciated with dust,

“The kit has been good
despite the conditions,”
reported SSgt Andy Kay.
“Some of the vehicles had
trouble with the terrain and
dust has been the main
problem.

“We came with the equip-

ment package we would nor-

mally have in mainland

Europe,” added Cpl Paul

Wilson, who had been

impressed by equipment
used by the Royal Marines,

“Some of their vehicles are

designed for use in water and
have their filters and
exhausts elevated to keep
them above the waterline,” he
said. “That worked for dust,
too. Filters on our Land
Rovers are behind the wheels,
where the dust kicks up and
can cause trouble,

“A lot of the lads went
down with stomach bugs, but
we have had good, full medica|
support,” added 55gt Kay,

| the Balkans, we
| have a generation of

SAIF SAREEA 2

Two killed on roads in Oman

TWO soldiers were killed in separate road
traffic accidents in Oman.

Sig Robert Grattan (18), a single man
with 1 Armoured Division Signal Regiment
based at Herford, died and four colleagues
were injured in one accident during Saif
Sareea.

In another incident, Cpl Kevin Collum
RLC (29,) serving with the Royal Marines
Logistic Regiment, part of 3 Commando
Brigade, was killed. Cpl Collum, from Barn-
staple, joined when he was 16. He leaves a
wife and two children.

Let's have more
big manoeuvres

LARGE-scale international exercises such
as Saif Sareea should be undertaken more
frequently, reckons Brig Simon Mayall, Chief
of Staff at the Combined Joint Force HQ in
Oman.

“If we don't, we will lose track of our core
business as war-fighters and the psycho-
logical and physical demands of operating

| at this scale,” he told Soldierin an exclusive

interview at exercise control in Camp
Sha’afa.

“We do this about once every ten years
but we have got to find the time and res-
ources to do it on a much more regular

| basis.”

He added that war games on the scale of

| Saif Sareea 2 were

once commonplace.
“It was something

| we took for granted

during the Cold War,

| when we had big

exercises every year
and major exercises
every three or four
years. They became
second nature to us.

“By focusing for

perfectly good rea- 6Saif Sareea
sons on places like
: was a

resounding
success ?
Brig Simon Mayall

officers who didn’t
grow up in the Cold
War and who have

| lost war-fighting as a

| core function, as well as experience of the |
| sheer intensity and demands of those types
| of operations.”

He said Oman had been the perfect envi-

| ronment in which to exercise. The Middle
East was a part of the world in which Britain |
could be called upon to fight because of its |

treaty obligations. Having spent three years
in Oman it is a part of the world he knows

| well. He speaks Arabic and admires its
| people. Rl
| He said the Omanis got as much as the |
British from Saif Sareea. “The whole busi- |
| ness of operational-level planning is new to |

the Omanis. So they have to get to grips with

| it and they have learned fast. It has been |
| successful” ‘?:'_:i, E

GOLDEN SANDS

Cyprus troops get a
taste for the desert

/

More British soldiers

experience conflict in

hostile environment

TROOPS on Exercise Saif Sareea 2 have
not been the only ones to experiénce the
rugged nature of warfighting in a desert
region. Cyprus-based Arnhem Compa-
ny Group from the 1st Battalion, The
King’s Own Royal Border Regiment
have completed a battle camp in Jordan.
For their five-week exercise — ironical-
ly dubbed Golden Sands — the 150
KORBR troops found themselves living
in a tented camp in a bleak, barren, dusty
and windy desert, subjected daily to
sandstorms that scoured their way
through kit and clothing. Arnhem Com-
pany was reinforced by the mortar and
anti-tank platoon and support elements.
The soldiers, who exercised extensive-
ly with Jordanian troops, adapted to the
harsh environment with enthusiasm and
humour, for which their reward was a
three-day adventurous training break of
walking, climbing and snorkelling based
at Agaba on Jordan’s south coast.
During the final two weeks the troops
returned to the desert for a firepower

i S g b
Dust-up: Pte Nick Scholts
camera oblivious to a fast-approaching
dust storm, although he was well prepared

s % ]
ses ‘or the

demonstration and live-firing that tested
them to the limit. As they returned to
Cyprus the widely-held view in the com-
pany was that they had learned a great

deal about fighting in the desert and.

were well prepared should they become
involved in events far to the east of them.



ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO-ED BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 11 - 19 YEARS
Why choose Queen Ethelburga’s for a boarding education?

» Our boarding facilities are considered to be the best in Europe

» A Sunday Times’ Top UK School for GCSE & A-Levels results

» Our Key Stage 3 Test Results are well above the National Average

» We have invested over £17,000,000 in new facilities and resources

» Equestrian minded students can bring their horse to school with FREE Livery
» We offer over 100 different Scholarships, Bursari

) R
Teaching Resources
Over £17m has been invested in high quality new
classrooms, libraries, computer networks and floodlit
sports facilities. We accept a broad range of pupils
from many backgrounds. They leave us confident and
successful. 95% of A-Level 6th Form go to University.

100 Scholarships, Bursaries & Options

From 100% of full boarding fees, to free livery for a
horse at school, to scholarships for Art, Choral/Music
and Sport. Having just gone co-educational there are a
number of interesting awards for boarding boys. There
are remissions of up to 20% for Forces and other
categories of parental career. Over £500,000 is
awarded each year. Please ask for full details.

20%

REMISSION
FOR ARMED
es and Riding Options FORCES

Boarding Facilities - every bedroom has...
Direct dial telephone & voice mail, TV/Video (on timer),
music centre, safe, hot drinks facility, fridge, iron, hair
dryer, heated towel rail, fitted carpet, wash hand basin,
powered ventilation, fire sensor, study area and more.
Many rooms have their own ensuite bathroom.

)

Equestrian Facilities

Boarding pupils can bring their horse to school with
free livery. The Royal Court Equestrian Centre is part
of our campus and has 185 stables, 10 acres all
weather floodlit surfaces, Olympic sized indoor arena,
3 cross country courses and more. Sixth Form can
study BHSAI and Equestrian Management. Instructors
include Karen Dixon - Olympic Eventer.

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS OFFERING A 20% REMISSION

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES

Co educational Day, Weekly & Full Boarding 3 to 19 years (Boarding from 6 years)

We think there are four important points that make our schools your ideal choice for a boarding
education for your child. Firstly we understand the needs of service families. We have staff who are
married to serving members of the forces. We have decades of experience in ensuring your child will
settle well, be confident and successful. Secondly our boarding facilities are the best of any
independent school in Europe. Thirdly QE is one of the Sunday Times Top UK Schools for GCSE and
A-Level results. Our Key Stage 2 & 3 exam results are well above the national average. Fourthly we are
the only leading Independent Schools offering a 20% Remission for members of the Armed Forces.

Chapter House Preparatory School

ONE OF THE LEADING CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 3 - 11 YEARS

T W Girls & Boys boarding from 6 years of age. Caring, friendly staff

W Superb new boarding facilities - probably the best in Europe.

W Every bedroom has:in/out telephone, voice mail, Music Centre,
TV/Video (on timer), Fridge and more. Many bedrooms have
ensuite bathrooms.Our new boarding house is very comfortable.
Please visit us to see how good our first class boarding is.

= B One of the UK’s Top Schools for Key Stage 2 Exam Results.
f W Amazing Equestrian Centre - possible FREE livery for boarders
» W Seamless move to Queen Ethelburga’s College at 11 years

B Huge investment in new teaching facilities and resources

B Small classes with dedicated and friendly professional teachers

B A happy school where every child is treated as an individual ¢

. — - ! o

A first class boarding educatio
can be like a game of chess.
The right move is essential.

- F Easy to get to by
road, rail & air.
10 minutes
from A1TM

Queen Ethelburga's College Charitable Foundation (Reg No 1012924) for the purposes of Education

QUEEN ETHELBURGA’S COLLEGE & CHAPTER HOUSE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. Y026 9SZ. Telephone for prospectus & video: 08707 42 33 30
You may care to visit our website: www. queenethelburgas.edu. E-mail: remember@compuserve.com




“So, apart from the jerrican and the shovel, was there
anything else of military interest out there?”
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Old Albion proudly presents 6 new bath
towel designs. 100% made in Britain using
British materials, our superiorquality “ELITE
450" towels are 100% cotton, 28 X80 inches
(bath towel size) and are woven not printed

CATALOGUE NOW AVAILABLE

Simply phone for more information or send a
cheque or postal order made payable to: OLD

ALBION to our PO BOX address and your order will
be despatched within 7 days of receipt

£10 .o

(£3 p&p rest of the world)

OLD ALBION
PO BOX 24189"
LONDON SW18 4WY
TEL: 07957 1517

07957 1517

SCOTLAND
THI

BRAVI

Printed or
Embroidered

o Standard Weight
& Premium Weight
eShort or Long Sleeves |
* Up to 20 Colours \

| #Single Colour
* Quartered
* Hooped

#Specials-to order

e Plain Colours

e Contrast Styles
*Short or Long Sleeves
* Up to 20 Colours

PREMIUM WEIGHT T-SHIRTS
Printed 1 colour from £4.40 each
Embroidered from £5.45 each

For a FREE colour brochure and
H.M. Forces Price List including
details of our FREE Sample garment

offer contact:

*Raglan Sleeved
*Drop Shoulder

* Hooded

* Up to 20 Colours

TEES TOTAL
153 High Street,
Wootton Bassett,

Swindon, —
Wiltshire SN4 7AB VISA
England —

Tel +44 (0)1793 849888 .
Fax +44 (0)1793 849890
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Christmas is coming

and with it the busiest

time for the Army
Welfare Service

Report: Anthony Stone
Picture: Steve Dock

AS far as happy holidays go, this Christ-
mas is going to be a turkey for some fam-
ilies. Ropey relationships, too much 40
per cent proof festive spirit and a sledge-
load of credit-card debt would be enough
to make even Good King Wenceslas get
on the phone to the Samaritans.

The situation is made worse for Service
families who may have been separated for
months and who find themselves thrust
together at one of the most socially pres-
surised times of year. According to the
Army Welfare Service (AWS), the after-
math of the holiday season is the time
when soldiers are most likely to need sup-
port.

The welfare service is
there for soldiers and their
families and helps deal with
all sorts of problems
through counselling, advice
or referral to specialists.
The number one concern
for soldiers, be they mar-
ried or not, is relationship
problems.

WO2 Alan McClelland, a
senior Army Welf Fare Worker
(AWW), based at Alder-
shot, said: “Any time there is prolonged
separation we know we are going to get a
rash of relationship problems.

“Christmas is particularly difficult
because the pressures of parties, drinking
and finances all come together. People
often save up their relationship problems
and think somehow if they can just get
through Christmas because of the kids
things will get better.”

Sgt Lesa McKinney, | =
cap-badged as are all
AWS staff — to the AGC !
(SPS), said often the prob-
lems start when deploy-
ments end.

“When couples get back ;
together after spending
time apart it can be almost ! i
like starting over,” she said.

“Partners who have |
coped on their own for six |
months suddenly find their |
other half is back taking
control over everything to |
do with the house and that

can be quite stressful. (T
“Service personnel get e
very wrapped up in their M

jobs and forget that their
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partners may have carried out just as an
important role by bringing up the chil-
dren or working.”

Unit welfare officers deal with run-of-
the-mill problems but refer clients to the
AWS when more complex issues such as
domestic violence or child protection are
involved.

Being serving soldiers themselves gives
AWWSs an edge, said WO2 McClelland.

“We have done the tours, we’ve

"'-'"!-m;—, been there and got the Tshirt. It

can be immensely frustrating, but

|
:l also the most rewarding job
(| @ you will ever do.”

| ] All but four of the 72

AWWSs based at locations
in the UK, Northern
| Ireland Cyprus
vﬂ; and Germany are
?} serving soldiers
= who range in
rank from ser-
geant to WO1.

I Chris Blag-
brough, the Chief
Personal Support
Officer, stressed the
importance of a
sound welfare system

Let miﬂmg
you dismay

M-‘v
Help at hand: The team

Chris Blagbrough,
Sgt Lesa McKinney
and Carole Gee

to improved retention.
The other main areas
the welfare service
become involved with
revolve around health
worries, depression,
legal services, domes-
tic violence and child protection.

Cases of domestic violence and marital
breakdown are no higher than for the
same age group in society generally, said
Chris,

“Sometimes what people use us for is to
explore how they feel about a situation, so
they can see the wood for the trees. We
help them realise what is going on and
help them to help themselves.”

But if a relationship does go pear-
shaped, the AWS will work with couples
or individuals to try to resolve difficulties.
“If it does break down we run them
through advice on benefits, housing
options, what is available by way of sup-
port, practical, emotional or whatever,”
said WO2 McClelland.

AWS staff continually upgrade their
skills, said Carol Gee, AWS information
manager, which makes them very mar-
ketable when they leave the Army.

“They do an initial six months’ training
which is then followed by developmental
training such as a Relate course,” she said.
“It is a very worthwhile career to embark
on and one that transfers well to civvy
street.”

Welfare info is available through the
Army website on www.army.mod.uk

of WO2 Alan McClelland,

SUPPORTING YOU
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We will remember: Pte Harry Wilkinson of the Lancashire Fusiliers is laid to rest in Ypres

Fusilier finally
rests in peace

PTE Harry Wilkinson was 29 when he
was killed during a night attack on a
German position on the Ypres Salient in
northern France

For the next 86 years the body of the
Lancashire Fusilier lay under the mud
until a farmer chose to
plough a field for the first
time since 1914.

Beside his skeleton were
fragments of uniform and,
unusually, his identity tag,
along with a pipe and a
water bottle.

These were the clues that
enabled the factory worker
from Bury to be identified
and finally laid to rest
with full military honours
attended by the family he
never knew.

The job of helping to
identify soldiers’ remains
falls to the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission — and MoD staff based at
Upavon who can call upon the skills of a
professor of forensic anthropology to
examine bones for clues as to age, height
and build.

Other detective methods involve
scouring regimental diaries, MoD ar-
chives, pensions branches, electoral
and parish registers and the Army hist-
orical branch.

Honoured: Pte Wilkinson

One of the main difficulties in tracing
relatives of the fallen of the Great War is
that most of the soldiers were unmar-
ried. Where they only had sisters and
these have married or the family moved
away, the trail goes cold. The last resort
is to put an appeal in the
local paper.

Once a set of remains has
been identified the soldier
receives a funeral with full
military honours conducted
by his regiment — or that
into which the original has
been amalgamated. The
ceremony still takes place
even if relatives are not
traced.

Pte Wilkinson was award-
ed three posthumous med-
als which were worn at his
graveside by his great-great
grandson, Jay Wailkinson.
The nine-year-old watched proudly as
the remains of his distant relative was
finally laid to rest at Prowse Point Mili-
tary Cemetery, just south of Ypres.

Pte Wilkinson’s name was heard again
later at a ceremony at the Menin Gate to
mark the 25,000th sounding of the Last
Post. As part of the anniversary a differ-
ent Serviceman Kkilled in the GreatWar is
to be honoured each day for a year. Pte
Wilkinson was the first.

Tl
come home

Great War Veterans
remember the songs
that took them to
hell and back again

Report: Anthony Stone
Picture: Mike Weston

WHEN they heard the singing, the
schoolboys stopped playing by the great
naval guns in front of the Imperial War
Museum and turned towards the open
first-floor window from where the voices
carried on the autumn breeze.

Most of the tunes were instantly recog-
nisable, familiar favourites such as Keep
The Home Fires Burming and It’s a Long
Way to Tipperary. But not every song
evoked such rose-tinted bonhomie. If You
Were the Only Bosche in the Trench conjured
up a grotesque world of violence and
nightmares.

One of the voices singing along
belonged to Doug Roberts, a 101-year-
old veteran of the Great War. He had
been invited, with five other survivors
from the First World
War, to a concert party
to launch a book about
soldiers” songs of the
period.

The men who had kept
their spirits up by singing
though the mud and _the Songster:
l_:-lood of the most terrify- Doug Roberts
ing battles of the 1914-

1918 conflict were joined in song once
again. More than 80 years have passed
since the guns fell silent, but the shocking
memories are forever only a melody away.

Doug was so keen to join up that like
many others he lied about his age (he was
just 17). He served with the Royal Sussex
Artillery and later with the Royal East
Kent Regiment. Six close mates made the
journey to France with Doug, but only
one came back with him. Doug, too, so
nearly did not return from the Somme,
He was shot in the groin and hand and
nearly lost a leg when he was hit by a shell.

Max Arthur, the author of When This
Bloody War Is Owver, subtitled Soldiers’
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How happy | shall be: First World War veterans launch into When This Bloody War Is Over

Songs of the First World War, compiled
the book because he thought there was a
real risk the lyrics might be lost to future
generations. Many of the most popular
songs were parodies of music hall
favourites, with the words changed to
reflect the harsh realities of life at the
front. Singing was a way for soldiers to
assert their ordinary humanity in the face
of extraordinary inhumanity.

It was time for another song.

A few voices began Hanging on the Old
Barbed Wire, but one by one they trailed
off, leaving a plaintive tenor voice to sing
“If you want to find the old battalion 1
know where there are, I know where they
are, I know where they are. They’re hang-
ing on the old barbed
wire.”

When his old com-
rades began to sing,
Albert “Smiler” Mar-
shall’s eyes became more
focused. His lips mouth-
ed the words, but no Smiler: Albert
sound came out. Marshall

Smiler was born 103
years ago. He joined the Essex Yeomanry
as a cavalryman and lost his trigger finger
in action. After convalescing, he joined
the Machine Gun Corps, before eventual-
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ly re-enlisting in the cavalry. He is the last
known British soldier to raise a sword in
battle.

Max Arthur said: “Smiler is the perfect
embodiment of all this book stands for.
It’s about joy, it’s about how to overcome
the most appalling brutality, about griev-
ous, perpetual loss, and about carnage.”

Sitting beside Smiler was Jack Davis,
who joined the Army in 1914. At 106,
Jack is a veterans’ veteran. The author
said: “He fought in most of the vicious
and horrifying battles of that war. He is
here today, quiet, but that was one of the
qualities that made these men, and which
got them through these battles — the abili-
ty to endure with silence.”

A final song was guaranteed to get the
old boys animated. To the tune of What a
Friend We Have in Jesus they sang “When
this bloody war is over, No more soldier-
ing for me. When I get my civvy clothes
on, Oh, how happy I shall be! No more
going to the trenches, No more asking for
a pass.You can tell the Sergeant MajorTo
stick his passes up his ****”,

It might be more than 80 years ago, but
they all remembered the words to that
one.

B When This Bloody War Is Over
(Piatkus, £12.99)

LIFE AFTER THE ARMY

He didn’t get
heckled in
his old job

A former commanding officer
finds his feet in the Commons

STANDING in front of 600 people to make a
speech would be a daunting prospect for most
people, writes Ray Routledge.

But perhaps not quite so fraught when, as

.the commanding officer of an infantry battal-

ion, you have regularly addressed your men.

Instead of soldiers, Patrick Mercer, elected
as Conservative MP for Newark and Retford at
the last election, now has fellow members for
an audience. As a former CO of the 1st Battal-
ion, The Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regiment, he might be expected to
take it all in his stride.

He admits that his battalion audiences,
unlike MPs, tended not to heckle him. But he
is grateful for his Army

background, which has
helped him to gain an
appointment on the
high-profile Defence
Select Committee
despite his inexperi-
ence in the Commons.
The WFR was con-
sidered the Mercer
family regiment when
he joined from school. “I
managed to miss every
war going because |
was always in Northern
Ireland,” he told Soldier
on the terrace of the
House of Commons,
overlooking the

Thames. On the terrace:

‘I spent the best tWo  patrick Mercer MP
years of my Army Career ..., .. sieve Dock

as a company comman-
der in Northern Ireland, then the regiment
went to Cyprus. | went to Lisburn for two of the
worst years,” he recalled.

He was in command of the 1 WFR from
1996 to 1999, leading the battalion on a tour
to Bosnia during that period. Promoted
colonel, Patrick Mercer took up a staff job at
the Army Training and Recruiting Agency
(ATRA) at Upavon before quitting the Army in
1999 to join Radio 4's Today programme as its
defence correspondent. He also wrote regular-
ly on defence topics for the Daily Telegraph.

He says of the election in June, when he
picked up the second biggest Tory swing in the
country: “l was extremely lucky getting picked
up by the Conservative Party and to get the
nomination for a seat that was winnable.”

As for his political ambitions: “| want to
serve Newark and Retford to the best of my
ability. | would like to be seen as a fair and
competent constituency MP” he said.

@ Are you ex-Army with a second career that
would be inspiring to those about to leave?
If so, drop us a line or send an e-mailto
rroutledge @soldiermagazine.co.uk
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phyr-TVC is the largest in-house
_ ufacturer of flags, flagstaffs and
~ banners in the UK. As major MOD
\ . approved contractors, Zephyr have
* been providing the finest quality
N—"4% S sroducts for nearly twenty years.
N || o e this commitment to quality and

~ service that assures complete
ustomer satisfaction.
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For a quotation or further information
BESPOKE PRODUCTS:- on Zephyr-TVC's products and

* REGIMENTAL FLAGS ~services contact Susan Peacock on:
* UNIT / CORPS FLAGS L Tel (01832) 734484
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on, Kettering, Northants, NN14 4LX

ORDER BY
TEL: 01534 865651
FAX: 01534 865309

EMAIL: order@flowerexpressjersey.com
or send the enclosed 2]

FREE Packing and Postage

This Christmas, brighten someone's day with a
beautiful bouguet sent direct from the island of
lersey.

Flowers make wonderful gifts and ,as the Festive
Season approaches, we have included in your
choice three Special Bouquets. Spoil your Friends
and Relatives and we will spoil you. For every
three bouquets purchased in one order we will
send you a £5.00 *voucher redeemable against
any of our bouquets.
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AFRICAN MISSION

British military advisers are in the front line
of South Africa’s battle against HIV/Aids

HIV/Aids is the single biggest killer of
South Africans. By 2010 it will have taken
the lives of about six million people,
writes Sqn Ldr PippaWard.

According to researchers 40 per cent of
deaths last year of South Africans aged 15
to 40 were due to Aids.

The epidemic has an impact on every
part of society, not least the South African
National Defence Force (SANDEF),
whose soldiers, sailors and airmen are at
risk and whose ranks of potential recruits
are under threat from the epidemic.

A small British Military Advisory and
Training Team (BMATT), which has
been in South Africa since the end of
apartheid to develop and harmonise the
Rainbow nation’s defence forces, has
been given the green light to continue
until 2003 with an expanded role. Part of
that is a new emphasis on developing a
SANDF expeditionary capability to sup-
port peace operations beyond the borders
of South Africa.

A BMATT health team
working closely with SANDF
and other agencies to coordi-
nate efforts to combat Aids
and educate the population
has become involved with
one particular project.

Through the Hope and
Homes for Children (UK)
charity, BMATT (SA) has
linked up with the British
High Commission in Preto-
ria to support a community-
based initiative called the
Moretele Sunrise Project. It
is the vision of a 36-year-old
nurse, Judith “Mpho” Sebanyoni, who
was concerned at the way her local hospi-
tal discharged terminally ill patients with-
out community support.

Mpho gave up a full-time post at the
hospital at Temba, less than one hour’s
drive from Pretoria, to launch the project
in August 1997, Her mission was to pro-
vide non-judgmental nursing care, deliv-
ered with love and warmth, to terminally
ill AIDS and cancer patients.

She heads a programme aimed at about
80 villages inhabited by 400,000 people,
half of whom could be HIV positive.

Mpho’s aspiration is a hospice-type
centre, to be used as a focal point. She
wants each village to have its own support
group trained in home-based care. High
Commission staff had worked with Mpho
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If there has
been no
effective
intervention by
2010 there will
be a threefold
increase in
deaths among
children aged
one to five...
and population
growth will be
halted by the
epidemic

for more than four years, and in July
BMATT joined forces to establish a

working group called Friends of
Moretele.

First project for the “friends” was to
help Mpho set up a four-bed room in
which her team could provide 24-hour
care for patients in the final stages of ill-
ness, allowing them to die with dignity
and supporting their families.

Portable cabins provided by the High
Commission were the focus of the
friends’ efforts. Volunteers spent a day
painting the windows and doors while
others created two vegetable plots outside
and planted seeds.

What was to be the care room had been
used as a store for donated equipment, so
another team sorted out what was needed

What Friends are for: Maj Jasper de
Quincy-Adams, QDG, and Maj Rupert
Whitelegge, A and SH, above, work on the
care room Pictures: BMATT South Africa

Tidy trio: Brig Gordon Hughes, Comd
BMATT, Sqn Ldr Pippa Ward, RAF, and Lt
Col Tim Barrett, KORBR, left, pictured
during work on the Moretele hospice site

before a fourth team of DIY experts
moved in to convert the care unit.

With more working days planned, it is
hoped the unit, with bathroom, toilet and
furnishings, will soon be ready.

Next phase of the project will be to help ~

Mpho develop village support centres in
the Temba area, educate people on Aids
and support patients and families.

Human desire to deny the enormity of
the crisis is compounded by the fact that
infected individuals can look healthy for
years. Yet 90 per cent of those infected
may be unaware they are at risk.

Mpho’s inspiration, with help from the
High Commission and the men and
women of the British military team, will
go a small way to helping. In a country
blighted by HIV/Aids, every little helps.
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SECURITY OFFICERS

The Corps is one of the UK's premier security organisations with a reputation
as a quality employer.

We are currently seeking both men and women aged 22 to 55 who have a
mature outlook to join our professional team of Security Officers, working
with some of the UK's most prestigious organisations at locations throughout
the country.

Reliability, a smart appearance, the confidence to deal with people efficiently,
the ability to write brief reports and a |0 year checkable background are
essential.

We are particularly interested in those willing to work shifts.

First class training is provided together with attractive salaries, free uniform,
secure employment, opportunities for advancement and full holiday pay.
Sickness pay is provided after probation.

We would also like to hear from mature people willing to work part-time,
some evenings or at special events.

To arrange an immediate interview, phone Peter Quill on 020 7566 0629
or Mike Peffer on 020 7566 0630.

Ansaphone 24 hours.

SECURITY & FACILITIES SERVICES FROM
THE CORPS OF COMMISSIONAIRES™
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CAMBRIAN PATROL

Woodsmen: A University Officers’ Training Corps team makes its way through mid-Wales

Mind game

Annual military patrol challenge tests soldiers’
mental strength as well as physical condition

Report: David Webb
Pictures: Stuart Bingham

WHO said our lads weren’t up to a chal-
lenge? The Cambrian Patrol, internation-
ally acknowledged to be one of the tough-
est exercises on the military calendar, has
just attracted the largest entry in its 42-
year history.

One hundred eight-man (plus a few
women) teams took part in the mind and
muscle-sapping yomp across the Cambri-
an mountains of mid-Wales. Foreign
interest was provided by patrols from
Canada, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands,
and team of airborne soldiers from the
USA. A Royal Air Force Regiment team
completed the British element.

Patrollers had to complete a 48-hour,
55-km mission over some of the most

inhospitable terrain the Welsh have to
offer. On they way they were constantly
tested and evaluated, tasks including infil-
tration and recce of enemy-held posi-
tions, swimming a reservoir with kit, an
NBC “incident”, an ambush and a
debrief.

Four teams did well enough to earn the
coveted gold medals (scores are assessed
on the points scored over the various sec-
tions): Support Company, 3 Para; 1
RGBW, 63 Squadron, RAF Regiment,
and the mountain-trained soldiers from
Italy’s Brigata Alpina Julia.

Twenty silver medals were awarded, 14
bronzes and 31 certificates of merit.

Bristol University Officers’ Training
Corps entered two teams — one led by 2nd
Lt Caroline Thomas — and both gained
silver medals at the first time of asking.

Foggy outlook:

Although the
patrol was

the New Year or contact the
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blgsaed by good

® Next year's Cambrian Patrol is from October 25 to November 3. Look out for a DCl in
atrol office at Brecon on 94351 2280 or civ 01874 613280

“The hardest part was the sleep depri-
vation,” said Caroline. “I managed one
hour’s sleep over the two days. There
were some low points, but morale in
the team remained high throughout.”

Lt Tiziano Diamanti of the Brigata
Alpina Julia team, who was also taking
part for the first time, said: “The Cam-
brian Patrol is very highly regarded by
Italian soldiers, particularly our Alpini
mountain troops, who have been suc-
cessful in previous years.”

CGS’s BRIEFING TEAM

.y ]
AN

MORE questions and answers from
CGS’s Territorial Army Briefing Team

As people tend to join the TA
Q | tater in life than they would the
Regular Army, could the upper
age limits for promotion, courses and
end of service be more flexible, and
linked to length of service rather than
age?

It is possible for upper age limits to

be administered flexibly. TA Regula-

tions give discretion to the chain of
command, with the authority of the Army
Personnel Centre (APC), to allow people to
serve beyond the upper age for their rank
and corps. Soldiers of talent and potential
should not therefore be forced to retire
merely on the grounds of age.

Age limits also apply to some important
career courses and, as there is considerable
competition for places on them, those who
are over the age limit for the course are
bound to have one extra hurdle to jump.

It is important that there should be some
control over age limits as otherwise the TA
would become an ever more ageing organi-
sation. This would lead to a lack of career
progression and make it unattractive to the
young people we want to encourage to join.

That said, Regular Army officers are now
on a length of service-based career and
age-based regulations are being examined
throughout the MoD. There is a possibility
that the merits of a length-of-service system
may be recognised across the board,
weighted by medical and physical fithess.

ITD TEST STANDARDS A

Why are TA test standards for

Q Individual Training Directives
(ITD) different from the Regular

Army? Now that more TA soldiers are

serving alongside the Regulars, should
not the tests be the same?

standards in the TA is that there is

only a limited amount of training
time. Achieving the Regular Army standard
would take up too much of the training pro-
gramme and would leave little time for more
varied activities and for collective training.
This in turn might drive soldiers out of the TA
and make it less attractive to our potential
recruits. ]

The majority of the TA is now on readi-
ness states greater than R5, which means a
warning time of at least 30 days. There is
therefore plenty of time for TA soldiers to get
up to the required standard if there were any
widespread mobilisation.

Those individuals who are mobilised, or
volunteer for operations, will be keen, of
course, to use their warning time to raise
their fitness levels in order to cope with the
Regular Army ITD levels! These will be
tested at the Reserves Training and Mobili-
sation Centre prior to deployment.

E The main reason for having aiﬂerent ;

53)




MARCH-AND-SHOOT

“FIM) KEITH FLOYD

Pot luck changed my |

He is the doyen of TV chefs . . . lively, funny and a bit naughty. He also pe
likes a glass of wine or three. Before all that, he was an officer in tanks

ife

TALK about TV chefs and a
Keith Floyd anecdote is sure to
crop up. And no wonder, he’s
been a household name for 20
vears, writes Ray Routledge.

In addition to his undisputed
talent for cooking and showman-
ship, this larger-than-life West
Countryman is an author, busi-
nessman, lover of good times,
and all-round hale-and-hearty
sort of a chap.

But did you know he was once
in the Regular Army? All is
revealed in his autobiography
Outr Of the Frying Pan (Harper-
Collins, £16.99), in which he
pulls no punches about his time cover my mess bills. I realised I
in uniform - good and bad. would be more comfortable in

He claims he joined because of  gop, yiveur: Floyd, centre, during a trip to Bosnia several yearsago. 2n ultra-professional, modern-

of the British Army, not
because I have any respect for
any one of you.””

After an incident in which
he got an empty magazine and
a full one mixed up and blew a
hole in his bed, Keith was pun-
ished with 28 days’ restriction
of privileges. It was to be the
first of many capers.

Evenrually he was called for
interview to explain his choice
of regiment.

“I realised I did not have
what was required for the 11th
Hussars, to wit the ability to
ride, to play polo, or indeed,

Go for it: A soldier, above, of the 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Anglian Regiment on
his way to the range during 12 Mecha-

| a film. “I sat spellbound in front  With him is a local chef, right, and a British Army caterer, left day regiment.” So he joined nized Brigade’s march-and-shoot com-
g of the great Stanley Baker and the 3rd Royal Tank Regiment petition at Ash Ranges, Aldershot.
i Michael Caine in Zwlu,” he recounts. writes. He did make the grade on to the at Fallingbostel. Below, a team from the 1st Battalion, The
‘ “The following day, without a thought course for potential officers, and prompt- His first weeks in the 3 RTR miess Staffordshire Regiment completes the
and with what must have been irritating ly asked to join the 11th Hussars revolved around him being the butt of a watermanship test during the eight-mile
self-confidence, I bounced into the (because, he says, he liked the uniform succession of practical jokes and, after a cross-country event. Pictures: Steve Dock
recruiting office in Colston Avenue, Bris- and the aura of the romantic and gallant summer of training, he was sent to Bov- T
tol and volunteered myself for a short-ser- officer on his charger). ington. There his love of the good life re-
vice commission.” On the course he was to come under surfaced and he spent as much time as he
It was the early Sixties and young Keith the wing of Sgt Linneker, RTR, later to could in a casino and nightclub in nearby
had been working at the Bristol Evening become his troop sergeant. Bournemouth.
Post. He had already discovered a love of He recalls Lt William Bale, Cpl Maclv- His return to Germany as the newest
good food and fine wine, which was to be er Jones (uncannily like Sgt Wilson from subaltern meant he was given the job of
both his undoing and his salvation. “At Dad’s Army) and Corporal of Horse Hig- messing member, arranging menus and
the age of 17 I was eating beyond my gins, a 6ft 3in, moustachioed NCO from functions. “For most officers, this was the
means. Nothing has changed,” he reveals. the Royal Horse Guards. most unpopular chore, to me it was a god-
His Army career started ‘ = " dd “Bale was the archetypal send,” he recalls. “My enthusiasm for Cool dude: Keith Floyd raises a glass during a break in filming on the banks of the Zambesi
badly when he fell asleep on Iwill a ress officer. Blond, blue-eyed, hurtling around ILuneburg Heath in
the train north and arrived YOU as SII' elegant, detached and hard noisy, uncomfortable and cramped Cen- : but the pleasures of preparing it. His first manner, chatting to the cameraman and
at Catterick Garrison hours . as nails.” turion tanks was waning fast and I threw job was as an assistant vegetable cook in a director in a conspiracy with his audience,
late to join other recruits. because that IS Despite their gruelling myself into my new role with ostentatious b Bristol hotel. By the late 1960s he had yet concentrating on the food while enjoy-
“Next morning dawned the tradition Of schedule, Keith and his vigour. I was spending more time in the established a reputation in Bristol as a ing a glass or two, proved a winner.
like Pearl Harbour,” he " T new mates spent weekends kitchens than on the tank park and at the chef, with innovative food that brought He was now a full-blown TV celebrity.
recalls. “The day exploded the British Army, visiting pubs in Richmond  same time I was tiring of the restrictions 4 customers back again and again. Countless books and TV series later
into a frenzy of form-filling, not because § and formed a monthly  of Army life. Over the next few years he opened (and (the newest offering, Floyd’s India, is on
kit-collecting, hair-cutting, dining club. Then it was off “It was a sad time because I had worked closed) a number of restaurants around Channel 5, and an accompanying book at
medicals, and quick-fire have any to Mons Officer Cadet so hard to get my commission and yet I the West Country. He became a wine- £15.99 is published by HarperCollins),
instructions which left us f School in Aldershot, where found regimental life just too dull. importer and sailed around the Mediter- Keith has settled in Spain with his wife
exhausted. No longer civil- reSPECt or YOU 9 he remembered one NCO “To cut a long story short, I had some- ranean. One day David Pritchard, who Tess and a houseful of pets.
ians yet absolutely not sol- —What CoH Clarke told Flovd with a mixture of fear and thing of a nervous breakdown, brought on worked for the BBC in Plymouth, He recalls his Army days with affection,
diers.” ¢ respect. not only by frustration and boredom, but approached him about recording a pro-  particularly the friends he made. “I think
In the eight weeks of basic training that “He had a voice that could strike you also by acute financial pressure: then as gramme on cooking fish. I only joined the Army for the initial chal-
followed, there was intense pressure on rigid at 400 yards, and he clenched a now, I lived beyond my means. In many Their plan was that they would travel lenge, although on slightly mature reflec-
Recruit Floyd to excel so that he would highly-polished pace-stick. ‘Gentlemen, ways the lifestyle was just too good.” d around the West Country and cook local- tion it did a great deal for me as an indi-
merit selection for the Potential Officer  my name is Corporal of Horse Clark. You After months in hospital, Keith left the ly what was caught locally. Strapped for  vidual. I met some extremely good
troop and a commission, “The challenge  will address me as Staff. [ will address you ~ Army and turned his attention and talent - cash as usual, Keith agreed and became people, some of whom remain my closest
was essential and I took it head-on,” he as Sir, simply because that is the tradition to his first love — food. Not just eating it, an instant success. His easy-going friends to this day.”
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leisurewear

HEAVYWEIGHT KHAKI
T-SHIRT

EMBROIDERED FROM £4.70
NO SET-UP

OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE

111 HUBERT ROAD
SELLY OAK
BIRMINGHAM

B29 6ET

TEL: +44 (0) 121 472 5300
FAX: +44 (0) 121 472 8017

E-MAIL:peter@rsfarmah.freeserve.co.uk

INJURED?
bompensation?

ToPa$S CAN HELP!

ToPas$, is a new ‘no win, no fee’ legal service
providing a personal injury accident claims
facility, ot no expense, to MoD personnel
nationwide.

For decades our caring professional team
has recovered millions of pounds annually
for victims of every type of accident.

We handle minor to catastrophic injuries.

CONTACT THE SOLICITORS WHO SPECIALISE
IN PERSONAL INJURY ACCIDENT CLAIMS

0161832 613
E-mail ToPaS@beteshfox.co.uk @ - %
Websites www.ToPaS.org.uk
www.beteshfox.co.uk

~

BETESH
M

FOX (D  Members of the Law Society Personal Injury Panel °Fg'§:1‘éhi oD

SoLicIToRE and the Association of Personal Injury Lawyers (DCI GEN 273)

Suppliers and
manufacturers of
specialist
SPORTS STRIPS.

@® RUGBY @ HOCKEY
@ SOCCER @ NETBALL
@ CRICKET
@ TUG-OF-WAR

@ SWEATERS @ SWEATSHIRTS
@ T-SHIRTS @ POLO SHIRTS
@ SKIHATS @ BASEBALL CAPS
@ TIES @ BLAZER BADGES
@ SPORTS BAGS @ POLAR FLEECE
@ TRAINING TOPS/TROUSERS

, G.D.Golding

= (Tailors) Ltd*)
Jhe -W(J'(HHJ‘I/ Jailors

G.D.Golding

Civil Livery and Military Tailors
Mess kits . No 1 Dress . Service Dress . Accoutrements .
Suits . Sports Jackets . Blazers . Trousers . Evening Tails .
Morning Suits . Dinner suits . Breeches . Hunt Coats . ete.
Service
Visiting service . (UK & Germany) . Account facilities .
Customer satisfaction guarantee

220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
and 183 London Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3JS

Telephone: 01727 841321 Facsimile: 01727 831462

website: www.tailors.co.uk

email: tailors@goldings.co.uk
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hape of things to come: WO2 (QMSI) Lea Bates demonstrates FIST technology —an SA80
A2 fitted with a dual waveband sight and 40mm grenade launcher

Picture: Steve Dock

FIST comes step
closer to reality

Tenders to be invited early next year

TECHNOLOGY designed to make dis-
mounted infantry soldiers more effective
in close combat has passed its first test.

The FIST — Future Integrated Soldier
Technology — project has received initial
approval after a four-year demonstration
programme, putting the agenda on a
formal footing and clearing the way for
troops to receive the equipment by the
end of the decade.

Based on the most advanced digitization
and miniaturization technology, FIST is
designed to put the soldier into the front
line in a suite of integrated equipment
giving him massive advantages in naviga-
tion, surveillance and target acquisition,
survivability and communications.

It will allow commanders to see what
their troops are seeing via rifle-mounted
cameras and backpack computer proces-
sors, while a head-up display in front of
the soldier’s eyes and a helmet-mounted
personal radio will make vital information

instantly available to him in the heat of
battle.

Lt Col Dave Stewart, FIST project
manager at AbbeyWood, told the Defence
Procurement Agency journal Preview:
“We now have the authority and funding
to progress to the next phase, that of issu-
uing the invitation to tender for the three-
vear assessment programme.”

Those invitations will be sent to four
potential prime contractors — BAE Sys-
tems, Marconi, Raytheon and Thales —
early next year and bids are expected back
in the spring. The contract is likely to be
awarded towards the end of next year.

FIST will have to integrate with 50 or
more established, emerging or future pro-
jects, dovetailing into a hi-tech world of
information technology.

Hardware for trials at company level is
expected by 2005 and a demonstration
phase will begin in 2006, leading to man-
ufacture and delivery in late 2009,

Magnum-ficent
prize - and we
have five pairs
to give
away

HERE’S a tasty stocking-filler to make
your Christmas . . . a pair of Magnum
Classics in your size.

We’ve linked up with Magnum to
give away five £55 pairs of the leather-
fabric boots.

For the technically
minded, the Classic
CE is a multi-
purpose, durable
and lightweight
boot, designed
for comfort. It
features an anti-
static sole
resistant to slip,
acid, alkali,
heat (to 300 F)
and cold
penetration.

It is used extensively by ambulance
crews and other emergency services in
Britain.

You can check out the product by
logging on to the Magnum website at
www.magnumfootwear.co.uk or
request a free catalogue by faxing
01702 547947.

To have a chance of winning one of
the five pairs of boots, just tell us on a
postcard the name of the military
leader who gave his name to footwear
beloved of comedians, farmers, serious
gardeners and all who have to work in
muddy, wet conditions.

Was it:

a) Montgomery; b) Wellington; c)

Eisenhower; d) Mao Tse Tung?

Your entry, which must include your
name, address and shoe size, should
reach us by January 3.

Winners will receive their boots
direct from Magnum. Usual
competition rules apply.

- vy

A BATTLEFIELD ambulance which will
allow casualties to be treated under
armour and increase the chances of sur-
vival is to be added to the Army’s fleet of
Multi-Role Armoured Vehicles (MRAV)
under development. It is expected that the
UK will buy more than 150.

@ With 18 Apache helicopters
delivered by the end of the year,
41 next year and 64 in 2003, a
full task force capability is
planned for early 2005.

® Collaboration on the UK-
USA Tracer — Tactical Recon-
naissance Armoured Combat
Equipment Requirement — pro-
gramme is to end with the cur-

rent definition phase. Both
nations have decided to pursue
changing requirements for their
recce fleets. The US is moving
to lighter, more deployable

forces with greater lethality and
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Thanks to the ABF
a soldier’s 3 year
survival course
came to an end.

Even if you've left the Army you can still count on the
ABF for help. An ex-soldier had been living rough for 3
years in Bristol. When he was eventually allocated a small
flat he had no belongings or furnishings. Our grant hel
to buy the essentials and get him back on his feet.

Whether the problems are emotional, physical or
financial we have the expertise and the resources to offer
comfort and support. But to carry on our work we need
your help. Your donations are what makes the ABF so
effective. Give now and, whenever you need us, we

will be there in support.

If you would like to find out more about how
you can help the Fund, please contact us,
quoting ‘Soldier’.

020 7591 2000

www.armybenevolentfund.com

e-mail: enquiries @armybenevolentfund.com
Army Benevolent Fund, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR

[ U N D
\ SUPPORTING THE BEST

d to the welfare of Army

(Registered Charity No. 211645)

Military personnel can now buy traser watches at
unbelievable discounts direct from Soldier!

Chosen by many of the world’s élite military units,
traser watches have proven themselves on
active duty throughout the globe. Features
include a precision Swiss movement,
rugged case construction and an array of
traser lights that enable you to see the
time quickly and accurately under any
conditions, anytime - day or night!

Every watch in the range is guaranteed
for two years (light source for ten). All
have a one-direction rotating bezel and
feature a double O-ring seal, with a screw-
down crown making them water-resistant to

200 metres.

Stainless steel case. Carbon bezel.
Velcro strap. traser lights on all
three hands. 40-month battery.
Civilian price: £179.95

PVD-coated stainless steel case &
strap. Screw-down crown.
Hardened sapphire glass.
eight-year lithium battery.

Civilian price: £249.99

‘\
T

Titanium case. Velcro strap.
Screw-down crown. Hardened
sapphire glass. 40-month battery.
Civilian price: £199.99
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All polymer case and strap (ultra-
light). traser lights on all three
hands. Push-in crown.

40-month battery.

Civilian price: £129

Whatever you do - do it longer!

Remember - For the best prices buy direct from Soldier!

To order: Complete and post this coupon today, together with a cheque made payable to

Soldier OR - For a 'rapid-reaction’ have your credit card details to hand and phone us on our

hotline: 01252 34 73 53

Name
ID Number

Address

Postcode
Contact Tel No

Credit card No

S3001P Qty. Total: £
S3601V Qty Total: £
S3101V Qty. Total: £
S3401B Qty. Total: £
Expiry Date

Issue No (switch only)

Please add £4.95 for P&P (Watches will be despatched within 24 hours of receipt of order)
| enclose a cheque/PO made payable to Soldier for: £,

Return to: Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot Hants GU11 2DU
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Watchjing briek

Sappers dismantle Northern
Ireland surveillance towers o ™

Report: Andrea Frazer
Pictures: Cpl Paul Faith
and Stephen George

FOUR military installations, three of them in South
Armagh, have been taken down by the Army as North-
ern Ireland takes another step towards normalisation.

It’s the latest in a long line of measures
begun in 1995 which has seen 42 military
bases and installations already closed or
demolished in the province.

Royal Engineers got to work on the
observation tower on Sturgan Mountain
(Romeo One-One), a tower on

Lift-off: 53 Fd Sqn under command of
Lt Henryk Pietrzak, pictured on top of
the tower, right, with help from an RAF
Chinook, lift the sangar from Romeo
One-One atop Sturgan Mountain

Camlough Mountain (Romeo
One-Three), a super-sangar at
Newtownhamilton Police Station
and Magherafelt Army Base. The
steel and concrete structures
dotted across ten hilltop sites along
the border have been the most visi-
ble symbols of the Army’s presence
in South Armagh.

As the towers went up in the
mid-1980s, the murder rate went
down, even at a time when IRA
gangs in South Armagh were at
their most vicious. Prior to their
erection there had been 19 fatal
attacks against the security forces in the
Crossmaglen and Forkhill areas resulting
in 84 deaths. Since their installation there
have been nine fatal attacks resulting in
24 deaths.

The demolition task has fallen to sap-
pers from 33 Field Squadron, the same
squadron tasked with their construction
more than a decade ago. Follow-up work
will be conducted by 53 Fd Squadron.

Work on Romeo One-Three and
Romeo One-One involved the removal of
the sangars and dismantling of the scaf-
fold towers. Up to 300 tonnes of equip-
ment will have to be flown off the moun-
tains. At Romeo One-One the sangar was
airlifted by Chinook before engineers
began work to return the location to a
greenfield site.

The 1st Battalion, The King’s Own
Scottish Borderers, halfway through their
six-month tour, have been providing
infantry support to the Royal Engineers.

Lt Col Mark Castle, 1 KOSB, said:
“The Jocks are doing an excellent job in
difficult circumstances. It is an interesting
balancing act. We are assisting with the
Government’s moves towards normalisa-
tion but at the same time we are very con-
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Sparkling job: A
sapper from 4 Troop,
33 Squadron, above,
uses cutting equip-
ment to prepare the
Sangar on Sturgan
Mountain for removal

scious there’s a pot-
ential for an increased
terrorist threat from
splinter groups.”
* South Armagh has
always been a notori-
ously dangerous op-
erational posting for
soldiers. The area has
claimed the lives of 127 members of the
security forces (98 soldiers and 29 police-
men) during the course of the Troubles.
Since 1989, one in five of all soldiers killed
in Northern Ireland was killed in South
Armagh, an area representing a small frac-
tion of the Province’s geographical area.
As the recent moves begin to alter the
South Armagh landscape, the local
atmosphere is changing too. NCOs who
have experienced previous postings to the
area notice continuing improvements.
Helmets have generally been replaced by

SOUTH ARMAGH

berets when soldiers go on patrol and on
the streets troops are experiencing more
positive interactions with the community.

The threat from dissident republicans
remains. Actions by the police outside
security force bases in South Armagh,
even if involving a single officer, still
require the protection of a minimum of
12 soldiers. Helicopters remain the only
form of transport, as the threat is deemed
too high to permit movement by road. In
May Bessbrook base was attacked by a
mortar which failed to detonate.
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Air Force's Darren is a four-times winner
at Province’s premier event for snappers

DON’T say it too loudly, but the hand Lt
Gen Alistair Irwin, GOC Northern Ire-
land, shook most frequently at the
Province’s photographic awards ceremo-
ny belonged to the Royal Air Force,
writes John Elliott.

Step forward Senior Aircraftsman
Darren Smith, based at RAF Aldergrove.
Daz won four categories in all, starting
with the Professional Photographer of the
Year title.

He was soon back in front of Gen Irwin
to pick up certificates for the best military
portrait, the best sport or adventurous
training photograph and the Northern
Ireland image of the year.

Pushing Daz hard for the top spot was
Sgt Rob Leyland RLC, who also works
at RAF Aldergrove, in
the Colour Processing
Centre. There was some
consolation for him
when his portrait of a
tattooed man won him
a cheque for £125 in
the Soldier-sponsored
own choice category. e
Last year _Rob was a  ggt Rob Leyland
runner-up in the mono-
chrome category and he also featured
among the 1999 finalists.

Master Photographer WO2 Karl
Andrews, who helped put the competi-
tion together, said: “It was good to see all
three Services get involved in a friendly
way. The standard was generally high, and
I was particularly impressed with the
portfolio section, professional and ama-
teur, specially from the RAF.

“Photographers in Northern Ireland
should start thinking now about next
year’s competition, the details of which
should be announced in the New Year.”

LCpl Patrick Vinke-Tuke of the 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Irish Regiment
went one better than he did last year, pro-
ducing an outstanding portfolio to win
the top amateur accolade.

Daz warzle
the D@]‘g@S

Top man: SAC o
Darren “Daz” Smith i
with his nap hand
of certificates

Mono-crown: SSgt
Dave Bridges took the
black-and-white image
title with this entry,
above

Skin-deep: Sgt Rob
Leyland’s photo of
Wolverhampton tattoo
artist John Winsor,
right, won him the Own
Choice category,
sponsored by Soldier

Best monochrome photograph was
taken by SSgt Dave Bridges, HQNI; best
colour by Steven George, HQNTI’s long-
serving principal photographer; and the
best digital image was taken by Sgt Dave
Berkon RLC of the Army Information
Section at HQNI. Dave was also runner-
up in the Soldier-sponsored own choice
section.

Other sections were sponsored by

Kodak, Fuji, Ilford, AGFA, Calumet,
Photo Services, Photo Maintenance and
the General Officer Commanding.
About 150 submissions were consid-
ered by the three judges, Lt Col Leo
Callow, CO Depot Royal Irish; David
Cordner, regional chairman of the British
Institute of 'Professional Photographers;
and Flt Lt Mark Brown RAF, OC
Imagery RIGC (NI) at Aldergrove.
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NORTHERN IRE PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

Triple whammy: The picture above from
SAC Darren Smith’'s winning
Professional Photographer of the Year
portfolio took the best military portrait
and image of the year titles

Hanging on: Another first for SAC
Darren Smith, this time in the sport and
adventurous training category, right

Two's company: The best digital image,
by Sgt Dave Berkon (who was also a
runner-up in the Soldier-sponsored
section), below

If the cap fits: Best
colour photograph,
above, by Stephen
George, principal
photographer, HQNI

Sharp image: A
second place in the
monochrome section
for SAC Darren Smith
with this shot, left

Watchtower at sunset: Maj Frank Moran, 1 WFR,
was judged runner-up in the best colour
photograph section with this atmospheric entry
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PICK OF THE PICS

Dusky visitor: Col Sgt Nigel Hicks’s atmospheric picture of a Lynx flying in Northern Ireland

Night

flight

Another winner qualifies for Army contest

IT is already clear that there is no short-
age of talent among the ranks of the
Army’s amateur photographers.

This is the third month of Seldier’s spe-
cial contest to promote the Army Photo-
graphic Competition, and already we
have seen several entries which would
grace any professional portfolio.

Latest of our winners — and so guaran-
teed an entry in the Soldier-sponsored cat-
egory of the worldwide British
Army competition —is Col Sgt
Nigel Hicks, Coldm Gds. His
picture of a Lynx helicopter at
dusk caught our judges’ eye

SOLDIER

PHOTOGRAPHIC
COMPETITION

Mannings’s photo of 21 Signal Regiment
wives firing SA80 during a fun day; and
LSgt Bushby’s picture of LCOH Baz
Harrington, HCR, instructing students
in patrolling techniques at the Army
Foundation College at Harrogate.
Closing date for our January competi-
tion is December 3, and for February —
your last chance to enter — it’s January 9.
Remember, it is open to any reader
who is not a professional pho-
tographer. Send your entries,
preferably prints up to 10x8in
depicting any aspect of Army
life, to the Chief Photograph-

for several reasons. It was taken in South
Armagh as the aircraft came in to lift-off
troops manning the watchtower site.

Mike Weston, our chief photographer,
reckoned timing was crucial in setting up
the picture. Anticipating that dry snow
would be blown up by the downdraft
from the Lynx’s rotors, adding to the
atmospheric tension of the setting sun,
Nigel caught the moment perfectly.

His immediate reward is a £25 photo-
graphic gift voucher, plus the chance to
pick up a prize to the value of £250 in the
Soldier-sponsored section of the British
Army Photographic Competition.

Our judges were also drawn to entries
from L.Cpl Lee Blanchard, taken during
Exercise Maple Hunter, of a 881
Squadron AAC pilot in his cockpit; Celia
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er, Soldier, Parsons House, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.
Include a self-addressed envelope if you
want your photos returned. A]ternatively,
vou can e-mail them to mweston@sol-
diermagazine.co.uk, indicating “Sol-
dier Phot Comp” in the subject box.

Entries for the British Army Photo-
graphic Competition, which closes on
February 8, will be welcomed from
dependants as well as serving and retired
Regular Army, TA, cadets and Army-
employed civilians.

For more details, visit the Army website
on www.army.mod.uk/apc2001.htm or
obtain them from unit admin officers,
media ops staff, DCI Army 80/1 (July
27), or the competition desk on 020 7218
1508 (ATN 9621 81508).

| do a Christmas budget. How did you get

David Mapes is Assistant Director of Credit

Action and will be pleased to answer
specific questions addressed to the Editor.
These will be treated in confidence.

What do you really
want for Christmas?

| AM aware that although Christmas is a |
time for families, many will have husbands, |
wives, partners, sons and daughters,
nephews and nieces deployed overseas.
Separation at this time is hard enough with-
out the uncertainties that abound in the |
aftermath of September 11. R
Advertisers will urge us to spend, tempt- [
ing us into “retail therapy”. We often feel |
better when buying nice things for the chil- |
dren and family. It seems to me thatthisis a |
good time to put relationships first. g
What practical things can we doto havea |
good Christmas? For a start, we can plan |
and we can share costs with extended |
family and friends. It's even harder than
usual to make sound decisions at this emo-
tional time of the year. Can we have a good |
time without spending a fortune and sliding |
further into debt?
The current international situation could |
actually help us look at our priorities. As | |
wrote last month, it takes planning, honest |
talking, courage and an inner conviction |
that relationships are more important than
what we spend.

How was it for you?
In the last column, | encouraged you to

on? By now, | guess you will have sent all [
your Christmas cards. Did you spend more ‘
or less than intended? Did the presents
list help? What about travel and catering
costs? Have you got a plan for shopping
within your budget? You spend less if you
take a list to the shops and don't buy any-
thing that's not on the list.

Try using cash or cheques for purchases
Those of us who use credit cards spend up
to 30 per cent more than those who go to |
the shops armed with cash.

Dreaded statements

Monitor your spending against the
budget and you may have a pleasant sur-
prise . . . no nasty feelings about what hap-
pens in January when the dreaded state-
ments arrive.

| hope that this year is different, and that
those who struggled with money through |
2001 have a good Christmas without get- |
ting into increased debt.

Don't be tempted by Christmas Eve bar-
gains and pre-Christmas sales unless you
have a budget figure in mind, and a list.

Resist taking out credit or buying on |
credit. Try not to take on or increase your |
credit liabilities (debt, by another
name).

Don't feel alone. Keep in touch with
friends and family. If you want someone out-
side to talk to, call the HelpLine. A counsel-
lor will spend time with you and talk through
your worries.

On behalf of Credit Action, | hope you
have a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas.

0800 591084
I =,
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 the late 1970s and early 1980s, has not
~always felt at home on the piste.

- When the skiing skills of his regi-
ment were put to the test during
Exercise Snow Queen in 1980, Brown
stood out from the crowd for all the
Wrong reasons.

““At the end of the exercise the offi-
cer in charge wrote a report saying
that I would never make a skier, notin
a million years,” recounted Brown.
“I really took a hammering in that
report.

“I lived in the Highlands at the
time, the biggest ski area in Britain,
so during leave I went home and tried
skiing again, but that officer was right
-1 just couldn’t ski.”

After completing three tours of
Northern Ireland, Brown left the
Army in 1982 with the words of the
reporting officer still fresh in his
mind.

up at all those who
m ,” he said. “But when

0 one back in the UK was doing
it. T tried it, discovered it was easy
and found it an instant buzz.”

The enduring love affair had
begun, but not everyone back home
in Scotland shared Brown’s enthusi-
asm for the largely unknown sport.

“] experienced a lot of negativity
during those early days. Skiers were
constantly telling me that they did not
want me on their slopes,” he said.
“The Daily Mail even ran an article
with the headline ‘Ban this killer
craze’.’

Times have certainly changed.
Brown arrived for our interview after
spending the day promoting the
World Snowboard Guide (WSG) at
the Ski and Snowboard Show - an
international trade show sponsored
by none other than the Daily Mail.

Now 40, Brown has worked tireless-
ly over the past two decades to raise
the profile of the sport within the UK.

In 1989 he opened the UK’s first
snowboard shop, the Snowboard
Academy in Aviemore, and also had
a hand in setting-up Board Wise and
the Snowboard Asylum - two leading
snowboard chains.

SOLDIER has joined forces with Tony
Brown, the publisher/author of the
World Snowboard Guide, to offer read-
ers a prize worth more than £400.

Not only have we got six signed
copies of the 2002 WSG to giveaway,
but we are also putting a stylish
snowboard from-A-Boards up for
grabs.

For your chance to win a Vantage-
design snowboard complete with K2
V6 bindings, pictured right, simply
answer the following question:

Where are the 2002 Army snow-
boarding championships being held?

Driving force: Tony Brown pictured during
one of his three tours of Northern Ireland

A disdain for the retail industry
encouraged Brown to pursue his
dream of compiling a guide to snow-
boarding resorts, a full-time job
which has enabled him and his board
to travel the world, and also led to a
number of celebrity encounters.

“When I was researching the first
book I became involved with Board
Stupid, a snowboarding programme
on Channel Four,” he explained.

“They had organised for a number
of pop stars to appear on the show but
had nobody to teach them how to
board, so I offered to lend a hand.”

Totally awesome prize

a) Australia
b) Austria
¢) Antarctica

Five runners-up will each receive a
signed copy of the World -
Snowboard Guide. w3,

Your entry, which must =
include your name, address,
shoe size, height and
weight, should reach us by
January 3.

Winners will be drawn at random
from the correct answers received.
Usual competition rules apply.
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topper Gab
never seen |
board,” he |
great. As soon as i "
she lost her showbl; brmmdo 3

a great time. Snow is a great

Celebrities fall over, bruise and'gei;

wet like the rest of us.” 4
Once ranked as a top ten Bridsh
rider, Brown made a conscious deci-
sion to quit the race scene at an early
age, 7

And despite the fact that the spm't’
top riders can now earn salaries com-
parable to those of Premiership foot-
ballers, Brown has no regrets.

“I never really took competitions
seriously and once turned up for a
grand slalom event and used a colan-
der and duck tape instead of a
helmet,” he said. “I came last but got
the biggest applause of the day and
for me that is what snowboarding is
all about = having fun.

“I have never thought twice about
my decision to quitbearding compet-
itively and besides, working on the
WSG series is a great job and I am
doing something that no one else in
the world is.”

® The 2002 Army snowboarding
championships will be held between
January 21 and 26 at Neustift, Aus-
tria. Open to boarders of all abilities,
the competition will feature slalom,
giant slalom and border cross events.

For more information contact Lt
Alex Benn by post at 21 Engineer
Regiment, Quebec Barracks, BFPO
36 or by calling 94866 2338.
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SHORTS

Howzat happened?

THE Army is desperately short of cricket
umpires to take charge of inter-unit and
inter-corps matches.

A falling number of qualified officials
serving with the Army means that rela-
tively expensive civilian umpires are
having to be used instead.

Those who believe that they have the
ability to assess a situation calmly,
quickly and accurately are invited to
attend one of next year’s training cours-
es (March 4-8 and October 7-12). For
further information contact Maj Corn-
well on Mil 94321 8343 or 01980
678343.

RMAS prime big guns

THE England Cricket National Acade-
my squad reported to the Royal Military
Academy at Sandhurst for six days of
concentrated coaching.

Under the tutelage of Australian
wicket-keeping legend Rodney Marsh,
England’s young
stars underwent psy-
chometric testing and
analysis, team-build-
ing, and command
tasks — similar to
those completed by
the Army’s young
commanders.

Marsh’s aim is to
develop a base of
8 players who, in a few
| vears, will be good
enough to give the
@ Test selectors a
8 healthy problem.

4 Sandhurst’s
secure facilities are
also being used by England’s Rugby
Union squad.

England players like Newcastle’s
Jonny Wilkinson (pictured left) will
spend a number of days training at
Sandhurst throughout the season.

Combination unlocked

THE Combined Services rugby team
were defeated 15-26 by the Romanian
national side at Portsmouth.

The Services initially promised much,
with the pack more than holding its own
in the strong wind, but the backs too fre-
quently failed to make any impression on
a Romanian line who were quick into the
tackle.

The Romanian cause was not helped
by a referee whose interpretation of the
game differed markedly from théir own.

When the visiting backs were given the
slightest room they were too quick-
witted for the home side and ran in four
almost unopposed tries, one from under
their own posts.

E-mail: asimms@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Hanging on to the leaders: Capt Graham Carter (Army) settles for third place in Sheffield

Unbeaten at the top

Climbers defend
Inter-Services title

THE Army preserved its 100-per cent
record in the Inter-Services sports climb-
ing championships by winning both team
titles on offer at Sheffield’s Foundry
Climbing Centre.

Sponsored by Cotswold Essential Out-
door, Edelweiss Ropes, High Places and
HB Climbing Equipment, the event
marked a second successive double for
the Army.

Having won both the open and under-
25 titles at the inaugural Inter-Services
championships last year, the Army dis-

pelled any talk of “beginner’s luck” by
reclaiming ownership of the two ftro-
phies.

Royal Navy climbing champion Mne
Martin Hallett proved the only thorn in
the Army’s side — beating Capt Steve
Blake to the individual open title.

¢ Full results: Open championship - 1,
Mne Martin Hallett (Navy); 2, Capt Steve
Blake (Army); 3, Capt Graham Carter (Army).
Best woman - 14, Capt Leanne Callaghan
(Army). Best veteran — 4, WO1 Mike Smith
(Army). Best super veteran — Capt Steve
Blake (Army). Best team — Army.

U25 championship - 1, 2nd Lt Graham
Clarke (Army); 2, OCdt Tom Odling (Army); 3,
OCdt Daniel Shepherd (Army). Best woman
— Musn Sandra Jones (Navy). Best team —
Army.

Infantry turn rivals
inside and out

THERE will be no room for stockings on
Maj Jo Edmonds’s mantelpiece this
Christmas.

After leading the Infantry hockey team
to three major titles during the course of
the year, any previously unoccupied space
in the team manager’s home will have
been filled by silverware.

Edmonds (RGBW) had his first taste of
glory in April when his team, skippered
by Scotland international Capt Richard
Forsyth (KOSB), won the Army outdoor
championships at Aldershot.

The infantrymen then proved that what-
ever they could do outdoors they could do
just as well under a roof - taking the Army
indoor championships at Larkhill by storm.

England’s Capt Johnny Evennett (2 LI)
was in inspirational form throughout the
tournament and, alongside team-mates
Pte Lee Callow and Pte John Townsend
(both 2 PWRR), terrorised the opposi-
tion’s defences.

At the back Pte Wayne Masters (3 Para)
orchestrated the play, producing endless
blocking tackles and feeding the goal-
hungry forwards with measured passes.

After finishing top of their group and
beating the Royal Artillery 10-2 in the semi-
final, the Infantry battled hard to record an
8-6 victory over finalists REME.

“Specific praise should go to Capt Neil
Bellamy (1 LI), who’s energy in midfield
allowed us to dominate most of our
matches,” said proud boss Edmonds. “He
is a highly underrated player and should
have been picked up nationally for his

Picture: Steve Dock

Star performance: Capt Neil Bellamy (1 LI)

ability to control the play and find gaps in
the enemy defences.”

Victory at Tidworth qualified the
Infantry, and beaten finalists REME, for
the Inter-Command and Inter-Services
indoor tournament at HMS Collingwood.

With a hat-trick of titles now in sight
the Infantry needed few words of motiva-
tion from Edmonds, and after beating
Royal Air Force and Royal Navy repre-
sentative sides they were once again
paired off against REME in a major final,
this time running out 8-3 winners.

Edmonds will now be hoping his treble
winners can extend their successful habit
to the indoor southern champmnsh;ps in
Exeter later this month.

£ RESULTS SERVICE ...

ATHLETICS: Inter-Services cross-
country championships, men's — 1, Army
(WO2 Rod Finch (AGC Centre)); 2, RAF; 3,
RN. Women’s - 1, Army (Cpl Sophie Morris
(3 (UK) Div)); 2, RN; 3, RAF. Junior men’s —
1, Army (Cfn Thomas Byrne (SEME)); 2,
RAF. Veteran men’s — 1, RAF; 2, RN; 3,
Army.

Account@nt Online Army cross-
country relay championships, veteran
men’s — 1, SSgt Wright (3 DSR); 2, Maj
Wood (HQ 4 Div). Veteran women's - 1,
SSgt Sharp (ATFC). Junior men’s — 1, Cin
Reay (SEME); 2, JS Sanchez (AFC
Harrogate). Junior women’s — 1, OCdt
Shaw (RMCS); 2, OCdt Finn (RMCS).
Senior women's - 1, Cpl Dean (11 Sig
Regt). 2, SSgt Sharp {ATFC) Senior
men’s — 1, WO2 Butler (RLC); 2, Pte Hinch

(RLC).
&

RESULTS SERVICE . . . RESULTS SERVICE. .. RESULTS SERVICE . . . RESULTS SERVICE . g )

FOOTBALL: Metropolitan Police 4 Army 0;
Amateur Football Alliance 1 Army 1; Army 1
Woking 7.

Massey Trophy - AGC 3 AAC 0; RAC 3
Infantry 6, APTC 1 RE 4; REME 4 Int Corps
0; REME 2 Infantry 2; RLC 4 AMS 2; RAC 0
APTC 3; RLC 4 AGC 0; AAC 0 Int Corps 3;
RE 7 Infantry 0.

Pricewaterhouse Cooper league —
REME 1 AGC 8; Int Corps 1 RLC; AMS 2 R
Signals 4; REME 0 R Signals 4 (void match,
R Signals awarded victory); RA 3 Int Corps 3.
IIARTIALAH'IS Armyehunplomhlpn.

Karate competition: Individual kumite,
senior men’s — 1, Spr Neil Martin (RE); 2,
Capt lan Rennie (QARANC); 3, Spr Dave
Fisk (RE). Junior men's — 1, WO2 Trevor

Wallis (RLC); zsmmwnwm(ﬂl\).
LCpl Jitendra Shakya (RGR). Women's — 1,

Gnr Diane Kelly (RA); 2, Pte Dtane l?)m:ileyL
(RLC).

Individual kata, senior men’s - 1, Sps
Fisk; 2, Spr Martin; 3, WO1 Tnnyswvam
(REME). Junior men’s — Sgt Howarth;

-auem'uﬂion: Combined Services 14

Kendo competition - 1, Spr Fisk; 2,
CStheﬁen{DandD)

Barbarians 18; Combined Services 15
Romania 26.

mxw
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SPORT

FOOTBALL TABLES

| MASSEY TROPHY |
P W D L GD Pts
RE - SRS < TR 9
RLC 4 2 1 1 5 7
APTC 2R 1 1 6
REME 2 1 1 0 4 4
AAC 4 1 1 2 1 4
Infantry - 1 1 S Sty 4
R Signals 1 1 0 o 1 3
AGC 2 1 0 1 -1 3
Int Corps 2 1 0 1 -1 3
RA eyl LIS s R I R <
RAC 2 0 -0 2 =5 0
AMS < W o IR TR | 0

* Results up to and including November 16

|  WOMEN'S INTER-CORPS CUP |

P W D L GD Pts
R Signals 2 2 0 0 6 6
AGC 1 1 0 0 7 3
RLC 1 1 0 0 3 3
RA 1 0 1 0 0 1
Int Corps 2 0 1 ] 1
AMS 1 0 0 1 -2 0
REME 2 0 0 w2 =t 0

* Results up to and including November 16

Your sporting guide
to December ...

ANGLING: 1 — Inter-Services shore champi-
onships (TBC); 5 — Army fur and feather (TBC).

ATHLETICS: 5 - 4 Div cross-country
championships (Deepcut); 8 — Army v Cam-
bridge Tetrathlon (RMAS).

BASKETBALL: 1-9 — SHAPE champi-
onships (Belgium).

BOXING: 1 — ABA (England) novice semi-
finals (TBC); 3 — Western Counties v Army
(Bristol); 6 — London v Army (Royal Garden
Hotel, London); 13 - Combined Services
charity show (Marriott Hotel, London); 15
— ABA (England) novice finals (TBC).

CANOEING: 1-2 — Inter-Corps wild-water
racing championships (Llangollen, Wales).

FOOTBALL: 1 — Army Youth v Army Cru-
saders FC (Aldershot); 2 — Army v TA (Alder-
shot); 7— RLC v RAC (Deepcut); REME v
AGC (Arborfield); AMS v RA (Mytchett); Int
Corps v APTC (Chicksands); 10 — Army v
Army Crusaders FC (Aldershot); 14 - RAC v
AGC (Tidworth); Infantry v R Signals (Pir-
bright).

JUDO: 2 - British closed championships
(Gateshead).

TENNIS: 1 - Jesters v Army (Pangbourne).

TUG OF WAR: 2 — National indoor cham-
pionships (Huddersfield); 5 = Army indoor
championships (Aldershot); 7 — Inter-Ser-
vices indoor championships (Aldershot).




Hyundai's dynamic new sports ufility vehicle, elegant, roomy, superbly
equipped, it's muscular, modern looks make a clear statement about
your lifestyle.

The Santa Fe 4 x 4.

on over 1,500 new cars,

TAX FREE for export

Best rate part exchange * Low rate finance
Discount insurance

Call Natocars 01278 455555 NOW! 3
P2 eNL00 8m

= Py
S & ‘\‘NATOCARS 7 )
B SN For People Who Drive A Good Desl! | '

emiership Wylds Road # Bridgwater * Somerset TAG 4BH B, 5
Tel: 01278 455555 * Fax: 01278 450396 TR
wiww.natocars.co.uk ® E-mail: sales@natocars.co.uk [Please give ull postal address)

TIT] or e Sees

AUTOS POOL AUTOS, 7020 Mons, Belgium
BARRY GREGORY JSW (0032) 065 728836 Fax: (0032) OB5 724467

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA
SERVING THE FORCES SINCE 1968

@ Immediate delivery on most models
@ Full UK spec @ Low/no deposit finance
@ Part exchange @ Continental/UK delivery
2001 TAX FREE PRICES:

@ Demio from £5900 @ Premacy from £9900
@ MX5 from £10595 @ 626 from £10000 @ 323 from
£7900 @ MPV £12950 @ B Series from £8799

For an information pack call Pool Autos
direct or complete the form below:
323 ] 626 [ MX5 ] Demio ] MPV ]
Premacy (] B Series (] Other makes []

NI AT I oo rseeesoresnaisbnesnassrvatnarnane Rank: ..c.coeeee
71 [ | e R e

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED

To advertise in Soldier’s Web Watch contact::

advertising@soldiermagaz or telephone 01252 34

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

For an information pack
send a large SAE to:

Professional Bodyguard Association

The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce,
Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB

No telephone enquiries

Such is the reputation of the
PBA that in 1997 we acted
as Close Protection advisers
to the Chiefs of Staff at the
Pentagon.

‘British expertise at work through the PBA’

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 S8LL 1

Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798 B

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals
and Medal Mounting either for wear or display.

Medals professionally mounted to the highest standards L
Two day service on most mounting work

www.worcmedals.com ) yms @worcmedals.com
B s Credit card orq ceple = L] o
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Man of the moment: Pte Emosi Naisaramaki (1 RS) was rewarded with a place in the Fijian World Cup squad after impressing in Dubai

THE EUREST-sponsored Army Sevens
team ended the season on a high note by
winning the International Club Tourna-
ment in Dubai, writes Roger Thomp-
son.

The “magnificent seven”, who have
already won the Safari Sevens in Nairo-
bi, the Welsh Cwmtawe Saithiau in
Swansea and the Middlesex Sevens at
Twickenham, acclimatised to the 40C
temperature in time to beat a star-stud-
ded International Samurai side 14-7
and set up a semi-final clash against
Fiji.

The story as to how Fiji arrived in this
particular competition would be better
written by ] K Rowling, for the semi-final
that followed was pure magic.

Led superbly by skipper Capt Howard
Graham (AGC), the Army played an
intense team game against a Fiji side
unaccustomed to facing their own style of
attack. Two sides using the whole of the
pitch were bound to leave the sort of
space which suited the audacious and
favoured the brave.

Pte Emosi Naisaramaki of 1 RS
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attacked off either foot, while Pte Kite
Rawali, Pte Bul Bulumakau (both 1 RS)
and Pte Sekove Nakanacagi (RLC)
“boshed” through tired defenders to set
up further attacks.

Graham, an old sevens head on even
older legs, cemented the strategy under
intense pressure, and Naisaramaki fed left
and right, and right and left, to leave a
trail of defenders in his slipstream. Waves
of applause and chants of “Army” from
the crowd drove tired legs and parched
lungs on.

At full time, with tries from Pte Saula
Roko (RGBW), Naisaramaki and Gdsm
Alfred Vakacokovanua (1 SG), and con-
versions by Graham, the match was tied
at 19 points apiece.

Cue a period of sudden death that
lasted just 60 seconds. Furious end-to-
end rugby hardly gave spectators time to
draw breath until, during an Army
attack, the New Zealand referee’s whistle
indicated a penalty to the Army — which
in sevens is a drop kick.

Brave men turned their heads and to
the kicker, Pte Epeli Qolikibua, the posts

'Emosi caps it in Dubai

must have appeared almost out of reach.
But with the crowd hushed, a “nae fuss”
and- a lazy swing of the boot, the Royal
Scotsman stroked the ball between the
posts to record a 22-19 victory.

In comparison the final was a relatively
straightforward affair, with the Army
beating a QSG Invitation side 40-28 in
front of a 10,000-strong crowd.

Modern Arabia is not a place stuck with
too much convention, and for once it was
the good news that travelled fast.

Based on the outstanding performance
against his own national team in the semi-
final, Naisaramaki was selected to join the
Fiji sevens squad at the World Cup in
Durban, South Africa.

Naisaramaki’s Army team-mate, Roko,
was named as a reserve for the Fiji squad.
Mention must also go to some of the
team’s British-born contingent. One man
in particular was instrumental in the
Army’s success — Gnr Andy Dawling (7
Para RHA), who “dogged” magnificently
to set up attacking balls throughout.

This particular dog certainly had his
day in Dubai.




DEBT PROBLEMS?

Are your outgoings more than your income?

Are your creditors threatening you with:
Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptey, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings?

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.

Telephone (0044) 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.
Or visit our website: www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

WELLBEING SERVICES

For officers or other rank
| With or without unit designa
i also

Ny g
SIA.E. for price list

| .' ncashzre

Park Nort¥
Lmerpool

Fax: 0151-549 112

It offers you e|

For your FREE colot
following addressS, ©

Tel: 01524 64204 -

SPECIAL AIR-SE/
St. George’s Works, St. ;
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1!

Email: mfo@sass—klt fsbusmesq@b i

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY
GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGE £1L.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES (Black)
WITH LEG/BELT SHEATH £2350
BERETS: RED, GREEN, NAVY, BLACK, SAS, LIGHT
INFANTRY .DRAWCORD LEATHER HEADBAND £7.00

GOLD DRESS CORDS FOR STD £15.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £10.50
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £22.00
WHITE COTTON GLOVES 400
WHITE COTTON MASONIC GLOVES £550
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £2500

LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS \made to
measure) £30.00
STANDARD CARRYING CASE £30.00
PARACHUTE REGT STANDARD CARRIERS WITH
ALL ELEVEN BATTLE HONOURS  £3500
PARA REGT BLAZER BUTTONS ENGRAVED CAP
BADGE SMALL £1.50 LARGE £160
PACE STICKS £60.00
SWAGGER STICKS, CHROME & BLACK  £11.00
LAPEL BADGES: AIRBORNE ARTILLERY £2.00
RA GREEN BERET £00
PARA RED BERET £200
PARA CAP BADGE £1.30
PEGASUS 1942 - 1999 COMMEMORATIVE L\PFL
BADGE
YOUR CAR NUMBER PLATE WITH i[RBORNE
OR ROYAL MARINES BADGE £2030
CAR GRILLE BADGE PARA REGTIMENT OR
ROYAL MARINES £1200
One off BLAZER BADGES a speciality at no extra
charge, SEND FOR FREE LISTS
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw, Oldham, Lanes OL2 8JT.
T:Iephnnr /Fax: 01706 B46648
E-Mail: sales@thegoldwirebadge.co.uk
www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

Fax: 01524 &

PPlease send me your latest cata!ogue.
i
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=4 Joy’s Roses
| & Flowers

Flowers for all occasions. Births/Birthdays/Anniversaries/To say I love you.
Also bright and colourful to add to your loved ones Christmas fare.

\‘<‘x
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BOUQUET - ROSES/RED/YELLOW/ORANGE/WHITE/MIXED + GYPS

(12 Blooms) .. msmienss
BOUQUET - HOSES;’F[ED*YELLOW;’ORANGEIWHITE/MIXED + GYPS

(24 Blooms) ..
LARGE MIXED BOUQUET ZINC. ROSES + GYPS + FERNS (50 Blooms)
MEDIUM MIXED BOUQUET — NO ROSES + GYPS + FERNS...
BOUQUET - FREESIA & FERNS (40 Blooms) .. g

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS

PLEASE ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

HOTLINE: 01481 246708

LARGE BOUQUET — RED ROSES/CARNATIONS WHITE & GOLD/RED LILIES/WHITE
SPRAYS/FREESIA & FERNS +GYPS .. ot
LARGE BOUQUET - WHITE ROSESICAH
SPRAYS/FREESIA & FERNS + GYPS .. o
MEDIUM BOUQUET AS ABOVE BUT NO LILIES
BOUQUET — CARNATIONS RED or WHITE or GOL T
BOUQUET - FREESIA & FERNS (40 BIOOMS) ......cociummmmiinmianesissisinsssisssssiasians

.. £14.00

wd A\ ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED/POSTAL ORDERS/CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO:

Joy’s Roses & Flowers,Flamingo,

<~ St Sampsons,Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB
s 24 Telephone: (01481) 246708  Fax: (01481) 243406

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURERS

Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock
Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND-SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

JM.BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
Callers at our showroom welcome
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
E.mail jmb @regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

Gurkha Rifles
9ct gold £130

To advertise in Soldier’s Web Watch contact::
< or telephone 01252 347352

psoldiermaga

Forces and

-Service Personnel

UNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?
CAUSED BY SERVICE

O INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE
AND PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

COMPENSATION

ALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!
FREEPHONE
0500 22 20 22 NOW!

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD MARSH HOUSE, 92A
MARSHLAND ROAD, MOORENDS, DONCASTER, DNB 457.
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Former Southampton midfielder swaps
professional football for life in the Army

Interview: Andy Simms

“WHO 1s the best footballer I have ever
played alongside? That’s a toughie,”
mused Army and Combined Services
midfielder Pte Neal Bartlett (2 PWRR).

The 26-year-old could be forgiven for
taking time to ponder. Having graced the
Premiership with Southampton FC and
played top-flight football in Sweden, the
infantry soldier has a higher calibre of old
team-mates to recall than most.

Born in Southampton, Bartlett grew
up playing schoolboy football for the
South Coast club and was offered an
apprenticeship with them in 1991.

“I always loved the game but never
really understood that you could make a
living from it back then,” he explained. “I
just loved playing and used to put in just
as much effort down at the local park as I
would playing for my county — that’s just
the sort of lad I was.”

His enthusiasm for the game did not go
unnoticed by Ian Branfoot, the Saints
manager at the time, and Bartlett soon
found himself sharing a dressing-room
with the likes of Matt Le Tissier.
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Saintly figure: Pte Neal Bartlett (2 PWRR)
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Picture: Southern Daily Echo

“I knew that Branfoot liked me as a
player and I had a sneaking suspicion that
it would only be a matter of time before 1
was picked for the first team,” he said. “I
made my debut as a substitute against
Manchester City when I was 17 and was
lucky enough to impress during the few
minutes [ was on — Ian just kept with me
after that.”

Despite his youth, Bartlett made the
transition from apprentice to full profes-
sional with little fuss.

“As an apprentice you are heavily
involved in the club. Being with the first-
team players and sharing banter with
them was nothing new,” he said. “Match
days were a little bit strange at first but I
never suffered from nerves.

“I have always had a lot of self-confi-
dence when it comes to playing football -
that is when I am at my best and when [
feel most at ease.”

There were certainly no signs of nerves
during his full home debut at the Dell
against Swindon.

“We won 5-1 and I set up Le Tissier’s
first of the game after about 20 minutes
and Jeff Kenna for the third.

“The gaffer took me off with about ten
minutes to go so that I could get my
standing ovation. Looking at everyone
clapping at the Milton End is a moment I
will never forget.”

In total Bartlett made 23 appearances
for the Saints, playing against the likes of
Manchester United, Leeds United and
Wimbledon.

His departure from the Dell came
about shortly after the arrival of Alan Ball
as manager.

“I didn’t fit into Alan Ball’s plans. He
was a good coach and I did learn a lot from
him but when a new gaffer comes in he has
new plans, new ideas and some of the lads,
including me, did not feature in them.”

Rather than joining another English
club, Bartlett took up a lucrative one-
season contract with Swedish side IFK
Gothenburg.

“Moving to Sweden gave me a great
opportunity to learn the foreign game.
The football is a lot slower out there but
technically they are excellent,” he said.

He returned to the English game the
following year and enjoyed spells with
Swansea and Hereford before returning
to Southampton as a community officer
in 1997.

“It was great to go back to Saints in a

Picture: Graeme Main

Dell-boy’s new job

Still red and white: Bartlett in Army colours

coaching role but the money was not bril-
liant,” he said. “I had just got married and
was looking for some stability.” And so,
following in the footsteps of his grandfa-
ther, he joined the British Army.

It is a new career path he has stuck with
despite being approached by Division 2
side Port Vale during the close season.

“Why change something that isn’t
broken? I am enjoying my life. I wake up in
the mornings looking forward to going to
work,” he said. “It would have to be one
hell of a great deal to make me risk losing
everything the Army has given me.”

And there is also no question of the
father-of-one missing his football. His
passing prowess is currently being put to
good use by his unit, his corps, the Army,
the Combined Services and Dr Martens
Premier Division side Bath City FC.

So who is the best player Pte Bartlett
has played alongside?

“It is hard to single out just one player.
As a midfielder I would certainly put Le
Tissier up there just for his sheer invention.

“But I would also say Cpl Joe Collins,
who plays for the Army — I think he is an
exceptional player,” he said. “And anoth-
er player that I am honoured to say I have
played alongside is my Infantry team-
mate CSgt Johnny Greechan.

“I have played against some good lads at
football league level and out in Sweden but
the bloke is just unbelievable. He is a very,
very intelligent player. I love playing with
him; he makes playing the game so easy.”




BODYGUARDS

HIGH-RISK TRAINING

for the Real World of Close Protection requires
a Serious Commitment but offers Substantial
Rewards!

All Courses are taught and overseen by
Specialist Instructors, are Fully Certificated,
require NO previous experience and will
provide all Students with the Specialist Skills
and Knowledge demanded and required to
successfully enter the CP Industry.

For a FREE Information Pack Tel: 0207-644-3075 (24 hrs) or Write to:
The Elite Dept (S), P.O. Box 2112, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1QY U.K.

LOST
MEDALS

Al Replaced in record time

HJLL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H THA
Tel: 020 7930 1979 Fax: 020 7930 1152
www.rdhmedals.com E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

@ TAILORING

Our unbeatable
MESS DRE SS
INGLUDES offer

ﬂi 14 day Make or
N 48 hr EXPRESS
¥ Lowest prices
™ Best it

M Highest quality
M Best payment terms
Local agent to measure in most areas

Tel:01449 614602 Fax01449 614604 |

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable

8 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

GPS

GARMIN ETREX

" RRP £148.00-
01753 800 009

Cheques/P.O. payable to
Etoncastle Ltd
103 High Street, Eton,

- Windsor SL4 6AF
www.etoncastle.co.uk

FORCES PRICE £129.95

CARICATURES

y Rick

ubhas § Groups or the

& gl P/ singles,
- Ask for slmples and prices
{ L, Fovne. 01

\ Quick fun caricatures

at your gvent

2
&
Over 60 Mess Cartoons to date

GET THE BEST

omail: couk  website: co.uk

SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY i

AND PRINTING

Tee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos

Honded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
Base Ba" Hats t,;;;
Notlingham Scrcen Prlnl; 10, Park Road.
p @ W

foodthorpe. Notttingham. NGS 4HR
Tel: 01159676262 Fax: 0115 9263599
E Mail: nottmsp@tesco.net

www.gladstoneboots.co.uk|

| MAGNUM DUTY SHOE .

| MAGNUM CLASSIC ...... !

| MAGNUM PATROL (ANKLE BOOT) .. £44.00
| MAGNUM FULL LEATHER ...............

DR MARTAN SHOE
DR MARTAN BOOT ..
TACTICAL BOOT (WALKING BOO'I'S.
CADET BOOT, PRO BOOTS) ... cevvsures

FAST MAIL ORDER . .. PHONE FOR CATALOGUE

01708 750795 Sue-11m7 DAYS |

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISURE WEAR

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS SWEATERS TIES
RUGBY JERSEYS CAPS......... & MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
FOR QUALITY WEAR - SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR
57 Woodbank Drive, Wollaton, Nottingham NG8 2QW
Tel or Fax 0115 928 3628

E-mail: sales @jenkins-wear.co.uk

MEDALS

Full size & miniature supplied
Professionally mounted
Hand-sewn ... not glued

K&D Medals

33 The Cresecent, West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHE

Tel: 020 8777 24285
kanddmedals@aol.com

'LOST OR NEW |

NE e xn

.

www.jenkins-wear.co.uk

Save £'s£'s £'s £'s

FREE MOBILE PHONE
OFFER
Click on

LOST YOUR MEDALS?

WE CAN REPLACE THEM
FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN

IN COURT OR SWING STYLE. SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

TOAD HALL MEDALS, NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH, DEVON PL8 1DH

Tel: 017562 872672 Fax: 01752 872723

E-mail:chrissy@toadhallmedals.com  www.toadhallmedals.com

\ SIS E I Stringtown
Supplies

| 29 High Street, Polegate, East Sussex BN26 5AB

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply

your existing tie or design you a new one.

Please send us a picture of your badge

or cypher and we will post a free coloured |. P.L.C.E
visual with a quotation.......OVER 300 i. Arktis
DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK LT RUEL L T0E:
|® Berghaus
@ Matterhorn

|@® Hi-tec
|® Buffalo-
|® N.B.C
@ Snugpak
@ Maglites
@ Soldier ‘95

Military, survival &

8

.
x

VISTA TIES
*

No. 12
Catalogue

- 1
lica weaponry catalogues.

-

# 28 HIGH STREET
** MERSTHAM B

SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

www siringtownsupplies co.uk
Email-enquiries@stringtownsupplies.co.uk

*RLC/AGC, D&D, Staffordshire - £320 (inc VAT, rank)

*RE, R Sig, RAMC, REME, RA,, Paras, Kings, Queens,
AAC - £340 (inc VAT, rank, shirt & tie)

*RTR,RRF-  £360 (inc VAT & rank)

*Female AGC - £455 (inc VAT & rank)

RMP Collar Badges - £5.95 Incl p&p
AGC Collar Badgse - £7.50 Incl p&p
Courtmounting - £4 per medal

fGeorge Boots - £59.99 incl p&p
UPatent Boots - £85 + pap
L Most Medals - £6 loose

| Weekly visits to RMA Sandhurst, Aldershot. Bulford, ||
| Tidworth, Borden, Worthy Down, Abington, Middle
| Wallop. Visit us in Bournemouth 7 days a week by[
| appointment. Contact us for officers price list.

MADE-TO-MEASURE TAILORING
85 STEWART ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH BH8 8NZ

Tel: 01202 302846 Fax: 01202 383874
Email: sales@messdress.com
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COMPETITIONS

Frank Finch has made ten

changes in detail to one of his

drawings taken from our

archive. Circle the differences

in the lower image, cut out
the whole panel, add your
name and address and send
to HOAY 721, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by January 3.

A photocopy is acceprable,
but only one entry per person
may be submitted.

Do not include anything

after the closing date will
win £100; the second and
third will receive £10 gift
vouchers. No correspon-
dence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be

else in your envelope.

announced in the February
First correct entry drawn

2002 issue.

(Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

\

(Address : i

\ ; /

October issue (No 719): First correct entry drawn was from
SSgt K Wilson, of HQ ARRC, Rheindahlen, who wins £100.
Runners-up Ms A Whitney, of Doncaster, Yorks and Mr Mad-
hukar Lama, MoD civilian, British Gurkhas Kathmandu, each
win a £10 gift voucher. The ten differences were: leaves, top
left; hackle and pace stick, left; water droplet; door knob;
watering-can handle; soldier's epaulette; officer's sleeve;
dog's tail; figure in window.

I

“Gunner Blenkinsop had been nursing his sore thumb
all day - then, at last, the bread poultice arrived.”
Write your own funny caption for the photograph, right, first
published in Soldier in July 1953. The best, in the Editor’s
opinion, will win a prize from our silver logo collection. Usual
rules apply and entries should reach us by January 3.

FUNNIEST caption for the
October competition (left) was,
in our opinion, “Atomic
Kittens' visit to Oman was
well overdue” from LCpl P
Duffy, Anti-Tank Platoon, 1
WG, Aldershot. He gets the
prize. Honourable mentions for
John Mills of South Wonston,
Winchester with “After
spending £70 on her new
hair-do, Emma was not
wearing a hat . .. RSM or no
RSM!”, and ex-cadet Howard

Blackmore, of Dunchurch, i
Rugby, with “Phew! Can't they third kissogram we’ve had to

embarkation . . . this is the

do this week.”

speed up the
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\ Telecommunications

\ Military Tailors \

Sportswear & Printed Goods

Equipment \ Services\\_Market Place|\/[#

website www.egertons.

Egertons - The international gift service
For a full colour catalogue fax +44 (0) 1386 462739 or visit our

com

Delivering gifts for over 45 years

SERVICES

WWw. Iosicomms co. uk

Find your Forces friends
www.uknationallottery.com

No matter what country you are posted

www.armedforces.co.uk

The website for UK Defence information
- For everything you need to know about
the UK's Navy, Army & Air Force

THE ESSENTIAL JOB
SEARCH & BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

THE LIST ™

www.thelistuk.com

www.forceslaw.com
Forces Legal Network - confidential
advice
www.forcesdiscount.com
Travel, motoring, holidays, insurance,
leisure, solicitors, financial services
www.wellbeingservices.co.uk
Confidential debt advice
www.rac.co.uk

- For your motoring needs

to in the world you can still play the UK
Lottery through this members’ site
www.fog.uk.com

The affinity group for officers, senior
NCOs and sergeants. Providing service
and savings for those who lead. Rank«
does have its privileges
www.the-love-tree.com

Where people meet on the net. Welcome
to 21st century dating for friendship or love

0800 316 1317

www.affinitas.com

SERVICE PEOPLE LOOKOUT FOR
EACH OTHER. SHOULDN’T SOMEONE
BE LOOKING OUT FOR YOU?

Motor, Home, Kit, Travel and Breakdown Insurance, Careers
Services and more.

affﬁtas

looking out for you

diermagazine.co.uk or telephone 01252 347352

advertisin

MARKET PLACE

% &

HELPING HANDS

www.firstbookshop.com
First for book tokens online. New,
post free global service
www.helion.co.uk

14,500 military books and more!
www.militarybooks.co.uk/dhmb
Probably the best military books
site in the world
www.milpkbk.co.uk

Get “A Soldier’s Pocket Book” -
On-line security ordering

www.clothingembroidered.co.uk

e-mail:enquiries@hargreaves-promotions.co.uk

tel:023 9282 2436

www.militarykit.com
Military clothing, footwearand
equipment for the professronafs
www.sass-kit.fshusiness.co.uk
Not just another kit list!
www.jenkins-wear.co.uk
- Tees, polos, sweatshirts & more
~www.goldings.co.uk
Military tailoring

Special cards
for someone special

e o

o . We belong to the
]Whmh'n’ Webtrader
2 ,m\\ Code of Practice

You can now buy and send

your greetings cards,

flowers and gifts for all

occasions on-line.

All items posted guaranteed
1st class recorded delivery
to your specified date
anywhere in the U.K

Send your special greeting
from anywhere in the world,
just visit our new website.

www.moderncards.com

WORLDWIDE SUPPLIERS OF
GUARANTEED USED
MOTORCYCLE SPARES
A 121 SERVICE TO

MEET ALL YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

www.121 motorcyclegpares.com

@rdar Oniine @ W%

MILITARY.CO.UK

Free carriage on orders over £500 exc vat for UK & BFPO

10 working day despatch service - allow 3-5 days for new designs

GUARANTEED ARMED FORCES DISCOUNT PRICES on all orders greater than 12

CLOTHING & KIT

www.ensignmotifs.co.uk _
Embroidered and printed goods
www.bananamoon.co.uk

Embroidered leisurewear
www.armexlimited.co.uk i
Armex Direct Surplus Limited
www.armyandoutdoor.co.uk
Premier kit shop in the north west for
Cadets/TA/Servicemen extras

,nsm-:pom:ur co.uk :
Profassronal Sportswear Marketing Ltd
www.army-surplus.co.uk
BFPO mail order and on-line web store

www.eurolenscontactlenses.com
LENGS

CONTACT

FREE

! SHIPPING
disposable contact lenses - on-line '

TO BFPO
ADDRESSES

Acuvu®. . Focus” . Soflens®. Freshlook ¥'. and more

LENSES

Www. readymuneyrnund com
British multi-level marketing company
offering full and part-time business
opportunities

WWW. a;mycadets com
. ACF leaders wanted
~ www.milevs.co.uk
~ CVcompany run by former Army officer
.~ www.world-challenge.co.uk
" Qualified and experienced expedition

leaders required
MEDALS

www.worcmedals.com
Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
www.kanddmedals.com

Full-size and miniature medals service

'®» RETIRING? RETIRED?

REGIMENTAL SITES

www.army-ric.co.uk

Website for the Royal Logistic Corps
www.remeband.com

The website of The Band of the
Corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers

JOHN BULL

Email: John.bull@btclick.com

www.johnbullclothing.com
DISCOUNTS ON BULK ORDERS
TEL: 01748 833614 FAX: 01748 836909

11 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison, N. Yorks DL9 4DH

Y,




BODYGUARD

TRAINING

For 15 years we have been at
the forefront of the Close
Protection Industry. We need
men & women to train for a new
and exciting career. Apply for
our free information pack today.

01372 726252
www.excelsecurity.co.uk
The Coach House West Street Epsom KT18 7RL

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments. ~ Low minimum order.

Full colour brochure, ~ Caps & Printed garments supplied

Free embroidery proof. No origination charge.
Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea, Sweats £8.00ea, T-shirts £4.50ea.

Banana Moon Workshop «A

48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford BD11 2JX Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524
‘ szt s e

BEST NEW-CAR DISCOUNTS

w
W
5
<

alvd-Xv.L

www.advancedcarexports.com
12 Whitehall, Lidlington, Beds. MK43 ORS

For the very best deals
Call: (UK) 01525 406 206
Fax: 01525 403 999

MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families
@ Most of our pupils are full boarders
o Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress
@ Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs
e Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama
o All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds
e Our own escorts to and from major stations and all UK airports
e Hospitality and fun for children in half-terms and exeats
e Affordable fees for Service personnel

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewdley
Wores DY12 3AY

Tel: (01299) 841230

Specialist Legal Advice

Our specialist lawyers are available to assist service
personnel in all areas of the law including conveyancing,
personal injury, family and matrimonial work.

Courts Martial - Gilbert Blades and his team are well known
throughout the country for their courts martial expertise

You can be sure of the highest standard of legal advice

Wilkin

Chapman

Epton

Blades

Solicitors %
Contact:

Gilbert Blades or Nigel Burn at Bank Street, Lincoln
Tel: (01522) 512345 during office hours or

Tel: (01522) 527836 after 6pm ™
or email nburn@ wilkinchapman.co.uk ' _}j
Other offices at Grimsby, Cleethorpes. Louth and Horncastle NVESTOR ixPEoPLE

TAX FREE

—____*BIG SAVINGS UK TAX PAID TOO!

To get the very best all-round package
just call the SCE Information line - now!

(UK) 01367 - 710333 SCE

OR WRITE TO US AT: SCE LTD, PO BOX 177, .
FARINGDON., OXON. UK, SN7 TEW auto international
" 2 Sy e —r—

TROPHIES & AWARDS
FOR EVERY OCCASION

(Golfing awards a speciality)

Presentation awards
Trophies & Incentives
Plaques & Shields
Salvers & Figurines
Hand cut crystal
Hole in one awards

Engraving

Large range to suit any budget.
Discounts available.

For free 2001 colour brochure contact:
ASTER DESIGNS
P.O. Box 5755, Dept. S.M. Chelmsford, CM2 9UW
Tel: 01245 260036  Fax: 01245 260069
Email: aster.designs@dial.pipex.co.uk

Export orders welcome

COSTELLO

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 020 8478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631
UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Ilford Essex IG1 4BS
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full size and miniatureto all who served in Near, Middle and Far East

This superb die-struck commemorative medal is available in

TIhe Eastern Service Med

Y Send s.a.e. for your application form today.
& DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961, Bromsgrove B61 8LA

be obtained as a souvenir/keepsake. They should
not be worn by serving personnel with/alongside

British official decoratlonsi medals/honours.

] 3 oL B i Fi Dy M B e
Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
T/Shirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
UNIFORMS other items. All can be printed or
= embroidered. Send for a free colour
MADE TO ME"‘ ‘*)UDF catalogue and price list.
OR'’s and Officers Mess Dress
OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

VISTA SPORTS LTD
28 HIGH STREET
48Hr. or 2Week Make up MERSTHAM
Michael Jay Tailoring SURREY RH1 3EA
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET Tel: 01737 645113

SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

TEL:01449 614602 FAX:01449 614604 Fax: 01 737 645892

UNITFORMAL

M. E S5 5 k] 1 5

ff ’ RA, RE, R Sig, RAMC, REME, Paras,
./ Kings, AAC, Cheshire, KORB
(inc gAT, rank, shirt & tie) +p&p £345

D&D, Staffords, RLC
(inc VAT, rank) +p&p £325

RTR, RRF
(inc l/:fIT, rank, shirt & tie) +p&p £365

George boots £76, most medals from £12 +pap
INTEREST FREE CREDIT
VAN DUNGIE HOUSE
MEYNELL AVENUE. ROTHWELL. LEEDS LS26 ONU

“The Highest Quality and Value
for Money in Military Tailoring

4118

In tern-tbnal

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:

74-771 STEWARD STREET,
SPRING HILL,

LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM
B18 7TAF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Email:mmisales @militarymarketing.co.uk
Website: militarymarketing.co.uk
Minimum order 25 shields — £11.95,

No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £19.00

_,;,,',;,.,., 30 Years " TEL: 0113 282 6102 FAX: 0113 282 1457
Gorkha | | _ ~ DIAMOND
TreksuK 4{1 SUN RESORTS
NEPAL - TIBET - BUTAN Buy your own ideal holiday
or retirement home
Planning a Unit expedition or just in the sun
an adventure holiday in NEPAL. e R e s Y,
Gorkha treks can offer you
a full trekking package
12 years experience with trekking
groups from the MOD(A).
We provide an excellent service with 1, le ¢ g Al
discount prices to the Forces. b = . s
TREKS, CLIMBING, RAFTING, " Call 01625613681
MOUNTAIN BIKING, JUNGLE SAFARIS .
' { Marlbordugh Court, Pickford St,
e e et mtaiacnss| . ]  Macclesfield, Cheshire SK116]D
MMHMMMWH e.mail: ‘mopﬂ'Ie5@3;1]:::;“&:‘:“:;10:[‘:[;;2

..and your message will last forever

love you, miss you, happy birthday, happy anniversary, congratulations..
let refur deliver your personal message, tucked safely inside his rucksack,
with massive style and impact, whatever the occasion..

TO SEND R¥FUR isecure oniine ordering OR CALL fines apen 24 hours)

www.sendrfurcom 0870 755 7387

Placludes Roysl Mail First Class Past. Spacial Delivary & svaesaas destinations sualaible 2t axtra cost. appron 20cm tall "~ Bo Bear Designs 2001 - all rights reserved

SOLDIER December 2001

EMBROIDERED

by Mail Order SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
REGIMENTS, POLO SHIRTS BADGES
SHIPS, PRINTED

SQUADRONS TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
Clubs & Reunion Associations. BADGES COFFEE MUGS

Blazer buttons, mm_lulx‘ ribbons, etc. AND LOTS MORE!
SAE appreciated

REYNOLDS SPORTS
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 (Bam/10pm)

S1/52 HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LNS BAP

GWENT ARMY
CADET FORCE

X
¥ o
&S

< Th B Itl l‘ Ragian Barracks, Newport NP8 5GG
Q I' S A vacancy for Cadet Quartermaster
will become available in June 2002.

i Army & A fuil job description will be sent upon application to:

The Office Manager

Cﬂend _ RFCA for Wales
- Maindy Barracks, Cardiff CF14 3YE
I i ‘ Tel: 029 20 220251 Ext 21 or 27
g Kl

Fax: 029 20 224828

Email: info@rfca-wales.org.uk

from £3.50 each + p&p
ALL MEDALS MOUNTED

MEDAL MOUNTING

SERVICES

Miniature medals supplied
and mounted from £10.00 .+ pep

Full size medals mounted

PROFESSIONALLY NOT GLUED

TEL: 07786073060
7 NICHOLLS WALK, WINDSOR SL4 4YA




CLASSIFIEDS
___PENPALS |

PEN PAL
REPLIES:

To reply to a pen pal, write a letter and

send it to address below:

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

* The box number must be clearly written in the
top left corner of all your replies.
* Replies should consist only of letter and
photograph if requested,
* Replies received more than three months after
the cover date, large, heavy or poorly
addressed envelopes will not be forwarded.
Website: www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
Email: hshekyls@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Marlene, 39-year-old, 5'2", slim
blonde with blue eyes. Enjoys walking,
dancing and rtravelling. Seeking pen
pals who enjoy life and would like a
friend, 35-45. P977

Penny, 30-year-old, 5°8" black hair
and green eyes. Enjoys music, art,
painting, drawing, reading, cooking and
history. Seeking pen pals, any age.

P978

Lily, 42-year-old, 5’8", dark brown
hair and blue eyes. Bubbly and
outgoing who enjoys pubs, clubs,
dining in or out and socialising.
Seeking male pen pals, 30-50, photo
appreciated. P979

Amanda, 38-year-old, 5’9", Interests
include English literature, reading,
classical music, nature, art, jazz and
enjoys horseback riding, travelling, long
walks and the country life. Seeking pen
pals, 40-58. PO80

Zoe, 29-year-old, 5’6", slim blonde with
green eyes. Enjoys keeping fit, dancing,
swimming, . drinking and further
education. Seeking pen pals who enjov life
and having fun, 29-40. POg2

Shirin, 27-year-old, 5’4", slim with
long dark hair and green eyves. Enjoys
drinking, climbing, having fun,
travelling, work (sometimes) and
languages. Young professional seeking
correspondence, 20+, P983

Janet, 26-year-old, 5°, slim with long
light hair. Enjoys drinking, socialising,
trying to keep fit, holidays, travel and
having fun. Young professional wanting
to swap stories, 20+. Pog4

Tina, 41-year-old, 5’3", blonde with
medium-length hair and green eyes.
Enjoys gym, pubs, travelling and scuba
diving. Divorced with one teenage son
and generally enjoys life to the full.
Would like to hear from kind, genuine
male pen pals, 35+, P985

Ruth, 34-year-old, 5’7" short brown
hair and hazel eyes. Enjoys football,
most  sports, computer, watching
movies, socialising with friends,
travelling and music. Single and looking
for pen pals, 28-40. P986

Charlotte, 23-year-old, 5’7" brown
hair and green eyes. Enjoys gym,
reading, socialising with friends. Fun-
loving and caring, seeking pen pals,
20+. POg7

Yvonne, blonde who needs cheering
up, are you up to itr GSOH, loves
socialising, travelling and going to the
gym. Would like to here from sincere
and honest pen pals, 40+. P988

Diane, 27-year-old, 5’4" black hair
and brown eyes. Enjoys swimming,
writing, reading, walking, going out and
having fun, quiet nights in and varied
music. No time wasters need apply,
photos preferred, genuine honest pen
pals with similar interests, 25-35.

P9g9

Carole, 45-year-old, 5’4", medium
build with dark hair. Enjoys listening to
music, eating out, trying to learn to use
a computer and reading. Divorced with
two teenage children. Seeking pen pals,
any age. P90

Emma, 18-vear-old, 5’7", blonde
with big brown eyes. Good sense of
humour, party animal who enjoys life to
the full. Would like to hear from similar
fun-loving pen pals 19-25, sick of
country bumpkin mentality, photo
appreciated but not essential. P991

Real life Bridget Jones, 30-ish, slim,
full of good intentions, but often
misunderstood. Seeks honest male pen
pals, any age. P992

Carol, 37-year-old, 5’2" short brown
hair with brown eyes. Enjoys darts,
socialising, reading, writing and loves a
good action movie. Divorced, a smoker,
romantic and has a GSOH. Would love
to write to pen pals with a good sense of
humour, any age. P993

Sandra, 35-year-old, 5’3" fair with
blue eves. Enjoys travel, going on
cruises, gym, pubs and clubs. Seeking
pen pals, 25-45. P994

Sue, 40-year-old, 5’3", brunette with
brown eyes. Enjoys pubs, clubs,
travelling, aerobics, eating our, cinema,
bowling and walking. Seeks soldiers at
home and abroad to write to for
friendship, 38-41. P995

Mel, 26-year-old, Lancashire lass who
has a good job, own house and car.
Enjoys socialising with friends and the
cinema. Looking to meet new friends
and have some fun. Seeking pen pals,
any age. P996

BOOKS

Keep in step, with A SOLDIER’S
POCKET BOOK. Great value for
money. A ‘must have’ for vour kit. Price
£7.50. See www.milpkbk.co.uk or email:
sales@milpkbk.co.uk. Tel/fax 01964
542878. Military Pocket Books, PO
Box 28, Beverley HU17 5LA 1201

TO ADVERTISE
FORA PEN PAL

Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, SAE to:

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

Or visit Soldier Magazine online at:
www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

Email: hshekyls@soldiermagazine.co.uk
All pen pal adverts must be prepaid

“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”
by Kipling & King.

The Collector’s Bible.

“These are all you need”
Volume One: (1800-1920) £65.
Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45.

Post free
H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.
Tel: 01252 716303

BUSINESS OP
HAPPY NEW YEAR?

Build your own business -
Be your own Boss

WORK FROM HOME

Call 01246 556855 or
visit our website:

www.fantasticbusiness.co.uk

The List - The Tri-Service (including
Reserve Forces) all rank, international
job search and business directory.
www.thelistuk.com for FREE
registration, hot jobs, vacancies and the
Job Generator. Tel: 01483-200863.

05/02

GOT A COMPUTER? Earn £150-
£500 per week P/T or much more F/T.
Visit - www.hbin.com. Quote Code:
CC3323. 01/02

P/T or full time become a private
investigator,  bailiff and Civil
Enforcement Agent via our home study
course. Telephone: 08700 410 756 for a
free information pack 02102

EARN AN EXTRA INCOME -
without risking your present job. Home
! Abroad. Visit www.hbitl.net/5795 ooz

ENTREPRENEURS - would £5,000
+ a month change your lifestyle? Call
020 7644 3453,

01/02

MARCHING COMPASSES

We have discovered a box of g
uine Brass Mk3 marching comp.

All are dated 1941.1944. In o

black (used) paint £99.00 or be:

fully polished £109.00.
Securicor delivery. Cheque or credit
card details

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill, Liskeard PL14 4EL

Telephone: O 1 5 79 343663

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury Dept. 10, PO Box 312, Dover
CT16 3QP. 12401

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send f£4 for Edition 8, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 35+ SAS). Cheques
payable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. Visit
www.militaryfinearts.com 12/01

Army Cap Badges and military
cigarette cards. Send SAE plus 80p
for lists. Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm
Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HU11 4RQ. 1201

WANTED
VEHICUES jeil
MINI BUSES/VANS
Tel: 020 8 534 40
(10am »mmm

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze ahd silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382, Website www.peterhicks.com
and email: sales(@peterhicks.com 1201

Free 2001 catalogue for those in the
Forces. Dragon supplies offers
essential military kit at superb prices!
Telephone: 01473 822495. 12/01

Squaddie Gnomes, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts, SP4 8DL, 01980-
655099. Phone for order form or visit:
www.cannonmilitaria.co.uk. 1201

BADGES, BUTTONS,

HACKLES, Hats . ..
Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, Fire, Ambulance

No-quibble money-back quarantee

= Original collectable insignia
bought & sold world-wide

Send £3 (or US $5) for 64~

page illustrated mail-order

Master Catalogue with around

4000 items including Irish insignia

lan Kelly (Militaria)
P.O. Box 289, HoyLAND,
BARNSLEY S74 9YT
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Regimental Shields, Plagues and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Mininfum order 25 Shields.
£11.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £19.00. Website address:
www.militarymarketing.coouk  Email:
mmisales@military 1201
T s i e e e e e e e e e e e e e sie o vk e s e e e e e ke e

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES.
3 x 1st stamps for list. Many scarce.
Anthony Webb, 84, Merrit Road,
Greatstone, New Romney, Kent
TN288SZ 12/01

Good quality jumpers in regimental
colours and other military gifts. For
further information please call 020 7520
9212 or email: infl@smartturnout.co.uk
or www.smartturnout.co.uk 0202

Black and brown brogues, loafers,
cavalry boots and chukka boots in
leather and suede. For further
information please call 020 7520 9212
or email: inf@smartturnout.co.uk or
www.smartturnout.co.uk

02/02

Quality makers of pipe band &

uniform accessories hand-«
embroidered badges Imsh & Scottish
family crest pipe banners, sashes,
regimental banners & standards in bullion
wire at rock bottom prices, ISO 9002
certified. Topflyz Industries 21/414 Majid
Pura, Sialkot 51310/Pakistan. Tel: +92
432 580913 Fax: +92 432 588547 email:
topflyzi@skt.comsats.net.pk 0102

RLC mess dress (Ladies) — excellent
condition, size 12/14, blue dress,
cummerbund, black jacket with tapes,
£350 (Oxford area) 01869 240366.

12/01
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Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
Badges, medals, insignia. Send £,2.00 For
list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle Vue
Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. Website
address www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

12701

Complete bagpipe band instruments
and uniform needs, embroidered
badges, etc. Send your enquiries to:
GEOFFREY ENTERPRISES, Railway
Road, SIALKOT, (PAKISTAN). Email:

info@geoffrey.com.pk 10111201 &01/02

Large former Type 2 OMQ on
Lincolnshire coast, three reception,
four bedrooms, two bathrooms, PLUS
self-contained annexe flat. L
negotiable. 01472-388564. 12/01

British warm overcoat, 38" chest, as
new. Price: £300-00.Tel: 0121 354 5465.

20

Post Box Pals pen pal service. For
more information send ¢ SAE to Post
Box Pals PO Box 8469 Birmingham
B33 9BW UK 09/01

Linkline is a British Registered
Charity committed to bringing
people together as pen-friends.
Get to know a companion or partner,
like yourself, as penfriends. Just
exchange letters until you feel com-
fortable with your new friend.

DETAILS: SAE, LINKLINE(S),
BOX 7358, LONDON N1-5QF

FLORIDA, Kissimmee, Orlando,
three-bedroom, two bathroom, villa
with own private heated pool. Sleeps
up to eight, 15 mins Disney. From
£325 per week. Call 01440 707176

CYPRUS: Limassol Bungalow -
~ Larnaca Flat. Sleeps four, near
beach/town, from £125.00 per week.
Tel: 020 8505 6855 e-mail:
dmc28peeli@tiscali.co.uk 17/02

Florida, Westridge,
Five-bedroom, three-bathroom villa
with pool. Private gated community,
tennis, golf, and volleyball. Sleeps up to
12. 15 minutes from Disney. From
£500 pw. Visit www.villasarina.co.uk
Email: enquiriesi@villasarina.com or
call 020 8519 6854. 12/01

F_—'-'———-T
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FREEFALL ADVENTURES, FLORIDA are happy to offer|
skydiving courses for beginner to advanced
students in beautiful Lake Wales, Florida. Our|
skydiving school is British owned and operated.
Located on the east coast of Florida, this tropical
paradise is a great place for your skydiving vacation.
Canepmusbrmmnnmﬂwm
CONTACT US FOR FURTHER DETAILS:

mmuamnmtrm
4900 W. AIRPORT DRIVE, SEBASTIAN, FLORIDA 32958, USA

Davenport.

Email:skydiveMik@aol.com www.ffadventures.com

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT: TEL: 01252 347352 or EMAIL: advertising@soldiermagazine.co.uk

NOTICES

CHY-1161C
Charity Commission
Reference: SJH/96942/CD(T)
The 10' Princess Mary's Own
Gurkha Rifles Regimental Trust
The charity commission proposes fo make a
scheme to amend the truslso!mls chanty
A copy of the draft scheme may b
The Gurkha Museum, Peninsul
Romsey Road, Winchester, SO2:
be obtained by sending a larg
or 1st class mail, 33p for 2nd
addressed envelope to PO :!(m 314
GU24 9FA, quoting the above refere
Comments or representations can be made
within one month from today.

' The 4th Division Trust Scheme is
\ currently being displayed on the
notice board in the entrance to
Headquarters 4th Division.

Closure of Army Training
Regment Glencorse

lAny person who hal prasenled an item to the War-

rant Officers and Sergeants Mess and would like to

reclaim it, should contact the:

Warrant Officers and Sergeants
Mess Property Member on

Edinburgh Military 94742 3233
or civilian 0131 310 3233.

Claims should be made
by no later than 1 March 2002.

Looking for Gary Smith, who was
last known to be based in the Cobham
area, 1990-1991. Any information
please call Nicki, 07940 583208.

1201

Looking for Tony  Cresswell
(Anthony) from Germiston, Glasgow.
Mother’s name Maureen. He joined a
Scottish regiment in 85/86. He is around
34/5. If anyone knows him please get in
touch at deborahkellyok@tiscali.co.uk

1201

Old American and British comics
1940s to 1970s. Good price paid.
Happy to collect ar‘.j\'\\"ncre in the
country. Also pulps and pocket picture
libraries. Call Darryl on 01244 680048
office hours. 12/01

DO YOU HAVE MOVING IMAGES
OF THE QUEEN AT A ROYAL OR

REGIMENTAL OCCASION?

Maybe you captured an AT LASE’
moment? Or do you have
DRAMATIC still photographs?

We are looking for home movie
treasures hidden in the attic; from
1950s cine-film to modern tapes.

0800 0150364 OR DOCUMENTARIES @BBC.CO.UK

£££ ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS = £££

JM Keogh, HQ 8 Inf Bde, London-
derry ; LCpl G Kingston, 38 Engr
Regt Rlpon ATpr AJ Lavery, 2 (Trg)
Regt AAC, Middle Wallop; Cpl DG
Maogullivray PATA, Hereford; WO2
AF Obrien, 6 Sup Regt RLC, Guter-
sloh; Cpl JM Patton, 2 RTR, Fall
bostel; Cpl AH Pinfi RMPTS,
Chichester; Cpl IS Rockett, 32 Engr
Regt, Hohne ; Pte MA Shaw, 4 GS
Regt RLC, Abingdon;
LCpl DN Temple, HQ NI, Lisburn.

October 27 2001

2-way tie for 1st Place (24 Goals
£3750.00 each):

Cpl GR Huntley, Depot R Irish, Bally-
mena; WO2 BG Smith, 26 Regt RA,
Gutersloh,

23-way tie for 3rd Place (23 Goals
£300.00 each): Capt RJ Anderton-
MONS; W02 MP McCalmont, Brown, HQ 12 Mech Bde, Aldershot;
APDO NI, Lisburn ; SSgt RJ SSgt RJ Campbell, Project
Norman, 25 Engr Regt, Antrim; SSgt UNICOM, Worthy Down; JEM
AK Penhaligan, 1 D and D, Houn- Carey-Hughes, KRH, Tidworth; Pte
slow; LCpl SP Powell, 28 Engr Regt, J Courtman, 1 RRW, Paderborn; Pte
Hameln; WO2 RJ Stokes, 9 Regt AL Davies, QRL, Osnabruck; Capt
AAC, Dishforth/Topcliffe; Sgt LS JJ De Quincey-Adams, BMATT
Thompson, DSDC Ashchurch; Pte South Africa, BFPO 747; Capt P De
NOJ Tolliss, 1 RHA, Tidworth; Sgt JT- Rouffignac, HQ 1 (UK) Armd Div,
A Wakeling, PJHQ (UK); WO2 SMB Herford; SSgt AC Galloway, SEME,
Ward, 7 Para RHA, Aldershot; Pte S Bordon; Lt RA Gibbs, HCR, Wind-
Wedge, 2 RRF; WO1 RC Welsh, 1 sor; LCpl SW Hall, 1 RGBW, Bal-
RS, Ballykelly; LCpl S Whiteley, 1 lykinler; WO1 G Hynds, RAC Centre,
GH, Warminster; Lt AJA Wilson, ATR Bovington; Sgt AP Johnson, 3 Bn
Pirbright; Capt DB Winfield, MDHU REME, Paderborn; Cpl MR McCar-
Derriford roll, HQ Hereford Garrison; Sgt DS
2Lt CJH Wootten, HQ 101 Log Bde, McFaul, 59 Indep Cdo Sqn RE,
Aldershot Chivenor; Sig JDO Meecham, 216
Signal Sqgn, Colchester; Sgt DM
Meikleham, 7 Tpt RLC, Biele-
feld; Lt JC Mosely, 2 CS Regt RLC,
Gutersloh; Capt DM Oak, HQ 42
(NW) Bde, Preston; Bdr WE Ray, 40
Regt RA, Thirsk; WO2 NT Russ, 26
Regt RA, Gutersloh; LCpl ED Scott,
HQ ARRC, Rheindahlen; WO1 LD
Sharpe, AAC Band, Middle Wallop;
LCpl L Turner, 7 Tpt Regt RLC, Biele-
feld

October 06 2001

3-way tie for 1st Place (23 Goals
£3,166.67 each):

Sgt DA Barnes, 16 CS Med Regt,
Colchester; LCpl B Buchanan, 3 CS
Regt RLC, Abingdon; Cfn AS Joyce,
SEME, Bordon.

25-way tie for 4th Place (22 Goals
£196.00 each):

LCpl NJW Caswell, 28 Engr Regt,
Hameln; WO2 LJ Channell, 668 Trg
Sgn AAC, Middle Wallop; Maj RH
Coleman, AMCS, Sandhurst; LCpl
GA Cross, 33 Field Hospital
Gosport; WO2 MA Giles, 16 Sig
Regt, Rheindahlen; Maj WPR Guy, 9
R Irish, Antrim

WO2 P Harrison, ITC Catterick; Capt
TNR Jackson, 2 LI, Bulford; Pte L
Larsen, 1 KORBR, Episkopi ; Capt
BD Lawes, 108 Fd Sp Sgn, R

October 13 2001

12-way tie for 1st Prize (21 Goals
£1,200 each):

WO1 K Allen, 17 Port & Maritime
Regt, Southampton; LCpl GJ Burns,
32 Engr Regt, Hohne; WO1 SJ Can-
diin, 2 RTR, Fallingbostel; Sgt CR
Green, 25 Trg Sp Regt RLC,

cut; Cpl RC Griffiths, 2 Bn REME,
Fallingbostel; Cpl SC Hyden, 1 CS
Med Regt, Munster; Maj RC
Lawrence, MOD AMD, Sandhurst;
Capt WR Lindsay, HCR, Windsor;
Pte MD Obrien, 228 Signal Sqn,
Aldershot; Pte RW Oneill, 29 Regt
RLC, South Cerney; Capt ATG
Ravera, 238 Sqn RLC (V), London;
Musn S Savag, REME Band, Arbor-
field.

£14,700

MUST BE WON IN THE

ARMY SPORTS
LOTTERY

TICKETS 79 PER WEEK
Further details available
from: Lottery Manager
Army Sport Control Board
Clayton Barracks, Aldershot,

Hants, GU11 2BG

Aldershot Military extension 3550
Promoter: Lieutenant Colonel B Lillyw

October 20 2001

20-way tie for 1st Prize (23 Goals
£720 each):

Sgt MJ Alsop, 5 Regt RA, Catterick;
Cpl AJ Baxter, ATR Winchester; Fus
D Booth, 1 RRF, Celle; Pte ML
Brown, 2 RGJ, Paderborn; Cpl J
Cook, APDO NI, Lisburn; Sgt SC
Curry, 11 Signal Regt, Blandford; Cpl
D Farrar, 3 RSME Regt, Minley; SSgt
M Furr, 13 Air Asslt Sp Regt, Colch-
ester; Cpl AP lliffe, QRL, Osnabruck;
Cpl ME Jones, HQ NI, Lisburn; Sgt

£££  ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS £££
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NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier Magazine cannot accept responsi-
bility for the accuracy of any advertisement or for any losses
suffered as a result. Readers are strongly recommended to
make their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial,
legal and financial advice before sending any money or enter-
ing into any legally binding agreement.




Your reunion and searchline notices also appear on Soldier's website.

OPERATIONAL HONOURS

Northern Ireland

MBE - Capt D S J Biddick, R Anglian; Capt
P J Fox, LI; Maj A C Glasgow, RE; WO2 R E
Heys, RGJ; Maj A G Jackson, RE; Maj C
Lawton, LI; Maj P A Marshall, RLC.

QGM - Capt M J F Middleditch, RLC; SSgt
A J Nuttall, RLC.

MiD — Sgt A Billington, Para.

QCB - LCpl G Ashton, RE; LSgt R A
Burton, Gren Gds; Cpl P B Credland, RE; Cpl
P S Culshaw, R Anglian; LCpl K O'Neil, RE;
LCpl M A Wakefield, Para.

QCVS —WO1 E J Adams MBE, Para; Cpl J
P B Becker, RGJ; Pte M D Boggs, R lIrish; Lt
Col N J Caplin, AAC; Maj S G Chambers, R
Irish; Maj R J Clements, R Anglian; Maj D A
England, R Anglian; Maj D T Farrell, Kings; Cpl
A R C Faupel, R Anglian; Cpl L D Gaughan,
RE; Col C A C Heron OBE, late WFR; WO2 J
H House, D and D; WO1 A G Jenkins, R
Signals; Cpl A D Maddock, Int Corps; MajD P
O'Driscoll, R Anglian; WO1 A M Phillips BEM,
RLC; Lt Col J | S Plastow MBE, RGJ; Lt Col R
H D Toomey MBE, D and D; Maj P A J Walker,
R Irish; Lt Col H O Walters MBE, Int Corps;
CSgt S P Wilkinson, LI

Former Yugoslavia

CBE - Maj Gen R A Fry MBE.

OBE - Lt Col S F Deakin, PWRR; Lt Col S
P B Kilpatrick, PWRR; Lt Col M C Van der
Lande, LG.

MBE - Maj J Beamer, RAMC; WO1 AJR
Boyle, REME; SSgt A Brown, RLC.

MiD — Sgt C M Lea, PWRR; LCpl J A
Partridge, PWRR; LCpl A J Smith, RAVC.

QCVS — Maj F E Frost, AGC; Cpl J L Haigh,
RE; Maj M T Haverty, RLC; Col D G Hayes
MBE, late RGR; Maj S P Jee, Int Corps; Maj P
J Kidd, RTR; The Rev J S Moesel, RAChD; Bdr
D G Rushmore, RA; SSgt L J Warn, Int
Corps.

Sierra Leone

OBE - Lt Col K C Beaton, RAMC.

MBE - Lt Col J N A Cray, RDG.

QCVS — Maj A J P Barr, RE; WO1 R G
Barwick, RLC; Brig A D A Duncan DSO OBE
ADC, late PWO; Maj P T Gooderson, REME;
Brig J P Riley DSO, late RWF.

Congo
QCVS - Col S Caraffi MBE, late RTR; Lt Col
T V Myatt, QRH.

@ Sqt Clifton Lea and LCpl Jamie Partridge,
both PWRR, were awarded their Mentions in
Dispatches (see list above) for decisive lead-
ership and bravery in an incident on the night
of December 19 last year. Their patrol bumped
into a large ethnic Albanian armed group
attempting to smuggle weapons, communica-
tion equipment, ammunition and explosives
into Serbia. A citation said both men acted
instinctively and courageously and, by so
doing, overcame a numerically superior and
heavily-armed force.

THE present Earl
Haig has seen for
the first time the
original poppy, pic-
tured, laid on the
then new Cenotaph
by his father on
November 11, 1921. Field Marshal Earl Haig
began the tradition of hand-made poppies to
raise funds for poor First World War veterans.

Look them up on www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

A NEWLY-released double CD tells the story
of how British UN peacekeepers kept warring
factions apart in the “safe haven” of Gorazde
during the 1992-95 Bosnian war.

Lightly-armed troops from the 1st
Battalion, The Duke of Wellington's
Regiment and the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Welch Fusiliers were
trapped in the besieged town
with no secure route for food, fuel
or ammunition and no safe way out.

Through extensive interviews journalist
Gillian Sandford covers all the key incidents
during 18 months’ peacekeeping, producing
a valuable oral history.

For your chance to win one of six copies of
the CD answer the following question.

In which year did The Duke of Welling-
ton’s Regiment enter Gorazde?

a) 1993, b) 1994, c) 1995

Send your answers on a postcard to

“Gorazde Competition”, Soldier, Ordnance

Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2 DU, to reach
us by January 3.

® Gorazde: The Peacekeepers'Tale is for
sale from www.gmsmedia.co.uk or by mail
order at £10.99 (including p&p for UK and
BFPO orders).

4+ AN English Heritage blue plague was
unveiled last month at 19 Abercromby
Square, Liverpool, the boyhood home of
double Victoria Cross winner Capt Noel
Chavasse RAMC.

+ SEVENTY-nine veterans of The,
Staffordshire Regimental Association
paraded in Wayne's Keep British Military
Cemetery in Nicosia during a nostalgic visit to
Cyprus.

Six of their colleagues were buried there
while on active service with the Staffords in
the late 1950s. As the cemetery now falls
within the UN buffer zone separating Greek
Cypriot and Turkish ends of the divided
island, relatives and friends wishing to visit
graves must get special permission to do so.

The South Staffordshire veterans were
joined by members of the Royal British
Legion's Limassol branch and blue-bereted
soldiers serving with the 12 Regiment RA
group attached to UN Forces Cyprus.

+ THERE'S still time to include your war
story — tall, bawdy or otherwise — in the Royal
Star and Garter Home's time capsule. As
reported in the June issue of Soldier, for the
modest fee of £10 — which will help the home
— you can have a story and photograph put in

Plague marks boyhood
home of Chavasse VVC

cold storage to be opened by the Imperial
War Museum 100 years later. To find out
more, go to www.OdysseyTimeship.com or
ring Tony Maher on 020 8439 8114.

4+ A MILLENNIUM print commissioned
from leading military artist David Rowlands by
101 (Northumbrian) Regiment RA (V) is
available from the unit. Depicting all aspects
of the history of the Royal Artillery, the print
can be obtained from Maj S Boulter, 101 (N)
Regt RA (V), Napier Armoury, Alexandra
Road, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear NE8 4HX
(tel 0191 2396137). It is priced £35 unframed
plus £5 p&p (UK/BFPO only). A limited
number of signed prints are available at £75

4+ Family, friends and military colleagues
gathered last month at Musgrave Park Hos-
pital Military Wing in Belfast to remember
those killed and injured when a terrorist bomb
was detonated there ten years ago. WO2
(CSM) Phil Cross RAMC and Dvr Craig
Pantry RCT died in the atrocity on November
2,1991.

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDALS

Household Calvalry - WO1 R A Valentine, LG.

RAC - WO1 K A Bradley, RDG; WO1 A G
Brace, QRH; WO2 S M Knott, QRH; SSgt R E
Bath, QRH.

RA — WO2 M Abbott; WO2 K P Fewkes;
WQ2 P J Higham; SSgt J Deans; SSgt R C
Millar.

RE — WO1 T S Bridges; WO2 S J Currie;
WO2 R Findlay; WO2 S F Morris; Sgt A C
Bromley.

R Signals — WO1 P Fleming; SSgt M J
Emmott; SSgt G Walker.

Guards Division — WO1 R Smith, Gren
Gds; WO1 R Convery, SG; WO1 D Fleming,
SG.

Scottish Division — WO2 S A McDonald,
RS; WO2 A Rose, RS; WO2 K C Steele, RS;
WO1 G Cruickshanks, BW; W02 C G
Graham, A and SH.

Queen's Division — SSgt M Parkin, RRF;

WO1 G J Goodchild, R Anglian; SSgt A H
Bokenham, R Anglian.

King’s Division — SSgt P Fishwick, QLR.

Light Division — WO1 (now Capt) P T Hill,
LI; SSgt A S Watson, RGJ.

R Irish -WO1 MW Baalham.

RLC - WO1 G M Clarke; WO1 D R Dixon;
WO1 R S Fletcher; WO1 D S Green; WO2 S D
Cooke.

RAMC - WO1 | D Campbell; WO2 W E
Callaghan.

REME - WO1 S Flanigan; SSgt V J R
Stone.

AGC - WO1 M P Davies, (SPS), WO1 R M
Testi, (SPS); WO1 G Thompson, (SPS); W02
A G Spinks, (SPS); WO1 J Cadman, (RMP);
WO1 J B Kay, (RMP).

RAVC —WO1 A D Pedlar.

SASC -WO2 R J Higgs.

APTC — WO2 M Usher.
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SEARCHLINE

Comrades sought of ex-Lancer Wiloughby
Jardine Hill, from Whitby, N Yorks, rescued at
Dunkirk by French frigate St Cecilia. Contact
granddaughter C Bell, 9 New Road, Hanworth,
Middx TW13 6 TG or cheryldbell@aol.com

LCpl Eddie Davies, 1 R Anglian, late 1970s-
early 1980s, is asked to contact Derek
“Chappy” Chapman, now WOZ2 in Australian
Military Police. 6 Claridge Court, Huntfield
Heights, S Australia 5163, tel 0061 883263720
or e-mail chapmanfamily1@bigpond.com

2 Bn, Royal Scots Fusiliers who took part in
Sicily landings on July 10, 1943, sought. Also
details of sinking of Hospital Ship Talamba,
on which Maj Vincent Mcneil Cooke MC was
lost. Contact lan Cooke, Men-an-Tol Studio,
Bos-ullow, Newbridge, Penzance, TR20 8NR,
ian@menanto|studio.freeserve.co.uk

Operation Cold Cross 1982-83 Antarctic
team members interested in reunion planned
for Nov 2002 should contact Ollie Allerhead,
Guartel Ltd, 16 Alliance Court, Alliance Road,
London, W3 ORB, ollieallerhead@aol.com or
Mark Wills at mark.wills @ubs.com

Jamaican Cpl Bob Chin, MT Platoon, 1 Bn,
The Loyal Regt, (North Lancs) 1966, also 1
Kings, is asked to contact Jim Peters through
his daughter Lena on 01748 835565 or 07787
382531.

Keith and Robin Shortlands, ex-pupils of
Barnes School in India, also ex-Army late
1960s early 1970s, sought by Leonard Kerr.
Tel 01204 411481 or Ibkerr67 @ hotmail.com

Anyone with photos or film of 1962 Edinburgh
Military Tattoo Drill Team, Infantry Junior
Leaders’' Battalion please contact Bryan
Roberts broberts @wobbly44.freeserve.co.uk
or visit www.wobbly44.freeserve.co.uk

Ray Knight of New South Wales is seeking
father and son 2655856 Francis W Daw,
CQMS 2 Coldm Gds and Somerset LI and
23968603 Francis G Daw, LSgt, 1 Coldm
Gds. Replies to 31 Government Road, Sussex
Inlet South, NSW Australia 2540, tel 0061 2
4441 1765.

Norman Holland requires information on 4th
Durham Survey Regiment RA, B Bty, Flash
Spotting. Contact jrmrocket@yahoo.com

Friends and colleagues of the late Cpl Darren
John Davies AGC, who left the Army two
years ago, are asked to contact his sister

Dawn Gaynor at Willow Cottage, Nursery
Lane, Ascot, Berks SL5 B8PY or e-mail
dawn_gaynor@pictel.com

Brian Donechy would like to hear from former
1st Battalion, Highland Light Infantry,
especially 1950-52. Write to 21 Foundry Lane,
Whitby, Ontario L1 1M5, Canada.

Website created for Junior Leaders’ Royal
Signals, Denbury Camp. Information from
tonygask @yahoo.co.uk

M Frederick (Freddy), ex-1 RGJ, seeks Mark
F and any other lads from B Coy who were in
Osnabruck. Phone 0049 160 220 8855 or e-
mail bfrede6494@aol.com

Jo Day ex-14 Sig Regt 1996-97, transferred
to REME, married name may be Davidson,
sought by old friend Cpl Lisa Waugh, JSSU,
BFPO 59 or e-mail waughs @cytanet.co.cy

Sam Wait seeks Gran Canaria adventurous
training sailor Steph, serving with or attached
to Royal Artillery. Write to 43 East Wyld Road,
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 ORP or e-mail
samwait@thebeach36.fsnet.co.uk

Perce Warsop, ex-4 Flt AAC 1967-70, would
like to hear from old colleagues, particularly for
reunions. Contact phly36 @ hotmail.com

Geoff (Taffy) Bannister, ex-RAOC, and any
other former mates, are asked to contact Bob
(Jock) Ritchie at bob@ritchie66.fsnet.co.uk

Frank Vinton, ex-Gren Gds 1956-59, seeks
old friends via karen.vinton @ntlworld.com

Pete Watts, ex-5 Armd Wksp, Soest 1983-
89; is getting married and wishes to invite
former mates he has lost touch with. Contact
him at petesuewatts @aol.com

Ex-55 The Residency Gunners, 26 Royal
Regiment RA. For details of forthcoming
events contact SSgt Steve Turnbull, MTWO,
26 Regt RA, Mansergh Bks, Gutersloh, BFPO
113 or steveturnbull2087 @ hotmail.com

Troopship Asturias burial at sea, July 29,
1957: Anyone with a photographs of this event
is asked to contact J R Sumner, 2 Ripon
Close, Great Eccleston, Preston, Lancs PR3
oUY.

Video sought of Intake 199/85 (June 13, 1986)
RCT passing-out, Buller Barracks, Aldershot.
Contact g.mclennan @ntlworld.com

UPDATE EXTRA

16/5 Lancers and 17/21 Lancers: Aliwal
dinner-dance for QRL members past, present
and attached. Telford Town Golf and Country
Club, Jan 26. Details on 01952 632928.

35 Battery RA Foundation Day: 237th
anniversary to be celebrated Feb 22-23 at
Rapier Barracks, Kirton-in-Lindsey. Contact
WO2 (BSM) Lavis MBE on 01904 668469.

4 Coy, 3 Bn, Coldstream Guards (1950-55):
11th reunion dinner, Derby, Apr 13. Contact
Harry Westgarth, 49 Rokeby Park, Hull HU4
7QE, e-mail harry@westgarth.karoo.co.uk
or ring 01482 503649.

Kent School, Hostert Germany: Former
pupils and staff interested in a reunion to be
held Mar 15 at Center Parcs, Nottingham,
please contact Jane Braithwaite, Bldg 247,
Rm 127, RAF Innsworth, Gloucestershire GL3
1EZ or kentschoolreunion @ hotmail.com

APTC Association (SW Branch): Reunion
to be held Feb 1 at the Gables Inn, Fairfield,
Gloucestershire. Details from Bob Marshall
01747860207.

Ludgershall Medical Equipment Depot
(AMED, DMED, MSA): Reunion planned for
September. Contact Charlie Mason Lanville,
Grange Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12
9DJ or phone 01691 622300.

KORBR’'s double celebration

@ The Cyprus-based 1st Battalion, The
King’'s Own Royal Border Regiment is
preparing to receive its new Regimental
Colours and mark its 300th birthday
during a regimental weekend at Happy
Valley, British Forces Episkopi, in April.

ASSISTANCE TO AUTHORS

Researcher seeks ex-Servicemen with first-
hand accounts of fighting for Calais in 1940
by Royal Green Jackets and other battalions,
Royal Marines, 3 RTR and artillery batteries.
He would also like to hear from families with
diaries, photographs or artefacts relating to
the action. Contact Tom Buck at 20 St Paul's
Crescent, Oxford OX2 9AG, tel 01865 248828
(home) or 07974 950778 (mobile).

Personal stories, photos sought from anyone
who has worked with FV430 series, including
Abbott, for new book. Contact Bob Griffin, 158
Fieldcourt Gardens, Quedgeley, Gloucester
GL2 4UA, tel 01452 883088 (night), tel/fax
01452 543358, rob@rgriffind2.fsnet.co.uk

[ Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569
Army Welfare Service 01722 436565
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
British Limbless Ex-Service Men’s
Association 020 8590 1124
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880

Germany 0800 1827 395

Cyprus 080 91065

Bosnia 0800 731 4880

Others UK 1980 630854

Operations worldwide Paradigm Homelink

Access Number *2999 @ thePINprompt

L

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 01372 841617

Family Escort Service 020 7463 9249

Gulf Families Association 0121 711 3028
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
Joint Service Housing Advice Office 01722
436575

National Gulf Veterans and Families
Association (0900-1700) 01482 833812; 24-
hour helpline 01482 808730

Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011

RBL's Legionline 0845 7725 725

RBL Industries 01622 717202/ 718484

St Dunstan’s Home for blind ex-Servicemen

and women 020 7723 5021
Samaritans 08457 90 90 90
Service Children’s Education 01980

618244

Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783
SSAFA Forces Help Housing Advisory
Service 01722 436400

Veterans’ Advice Unit 08456 020302
Victim Support Western Europe (SSAFA
Forces Help) in Germany 02161 47 2272,
from outside Germany 0049 2161 47 2272
War Pensions Agency 0800 169 2277 (from
UK); 0044 1253 866043 (from overseas)

WRVS 01235 442940
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Accession. Hyde Park, noon (41-
gun); Tower of London, 1300
(62-gun).

APRIL

22: Queen's Birthday gun
salutes. Hyde Park, noon (41-
gun); Tower of London, 1300
(62-gun).

JUNE

1: Trooping the Colour, Major
General's Review, Horse
Guards. Tickets: 020 7414 2479.
8: Trooping the Colour, Colonel's
Review, Horse Guards. Tickets:
020 7414 2479.

15: Queen’s Birthday Parade,
Horse Guards. Ticket ballot
information on 09068 663344.

AUGUST
2-24: Edinburgh Military Tattoo,
www.edintattoo.co.uk

) Carol Vorder- F
man, pictured, has
joined forces with
Thames Valley
Police and the
Royal Air Force to
help children and
parents avoid
chatroom stalk- =
ers. The Chat Safe initiative aims to
encourage chatroom users to take a
few simple steps to avoid contact
with paedophiles who use the net to
lure youngsters into meeting them.

To find out more, Service families
can log on to www.thamesvalley.
police.uk/chatsafe

O TERRITORIAL Army officer
Maj David Reynolds has raised
more than £1,500 for blind children
after running in the London
Marathon earlier this year. A
reservist with The Parachute Regi-
ment and currently serving in the
Media Operations Group (Volun-
teers), David was one of more than
80 TA and Regular soldiers on the
marathon who between them col-
lected about £90,000 for charity.

“Make no mistake about it he
said, “the marathon is hard work.
But it is worth the effort to help chil-
dren who have sadly lost their sight
or been born blind.”

O TAKE a bow TA soldier Sgt
Keith Harrison of Blackburn's 93
Signal Squadron. At a ceremony in
the Officers’ Mess of 42 (North
West) Brigade in Fulwood Barracks,
Preston, he received one of only
two Lord Lieutenant’s Certificates to
be presented in Lancashire during

Tally-ho for Geedon

MEET Geedon Cartouche, cavalryman and *
rebel, pictured. He is a cartoon

character dreamed up by the

Dorset branch of the House-

hold Cavalry Association to

raise a smile and, hopefully, a

| few bob for charity.

To coincide with its 20th F
anniversary, the Dorset branch
published a book of stories about the “ordinary
bloke and anti-hero”. Geedon - The Works, a
96-page softback, is available from John Triggs,
4 Shelley Road Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BH12
ZDE;

The price is £6.50 (including p&p in the UK
and EU) and proceeds will go to the East
Holton Driving Centre at Wareham, Dorset,
where disable people get a chance to work with
horses.

Some familiarity with the ways and workings
of the Household Cavalry — not to say its sense
of humour — would be an advantage when read-
{J ing Geedon's adventures.

Gunner officers on the run

A SEVEN-man team from the Young Officers’
Branch at the Royal School of Artillery ran the final
73-mile leg of the Clic (Cancer and Leukaemia in
Childhood) charity marathon. Their section of the
long haul from John o'Groat’s to Land'’s End took
them from Losthwithiel to the tip of Cornwall and
raised more than £1,225 for the charity.

® A curry lunch for 200 resulted in £4,035 being
raised for the Gurkha Welfare Trust. The lunch, in
the WOs' and Sergeants’ Mess of the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Gurkha
Rifles, was the work of

WO2 Jitbahadur IT'S official: the

-Gurung, who has some newsletter of the Green

experience in the field. Howards Regimental

Mike Goddard,
Sig Peanut Ueale
and Sig Graham line.
Collins, all mem-
bers of 11 Signal
Regiment

@ Picture: Steve Dock

Green Howards’ cover story

FEBRUARY THE Army’s long-running support of
6: Royal gun salutes to mark On track: Top to the Swanage railway project in
anniversary of Queen's bottom are Sig Dorset was continued when 25 vol-

unteers gave up an autumnal week
to take on a variety of tasks on the

Ever since RSM Frank Roberts,
R Signals, became involved with the
railway 16 years ago, military teams
have been aiding and abetting the
project under Exercise Topham Hat
(named after the Fat Controller in
the Thomas the Tank Engine
books).

Most of the volunteers were from
the Royal Signals at Bulford and
Blandford. They laid down commu-
nications cable and put up telegraph
poles on a section of the six-mile
track from Swanage to Norden.
Over the years, many signallers
have joined the Swanage Railway
support group.

Steam engines run along the line,
now one of the area’s most popular
tourist attactions. Originally engi-
neered more than 120 years ago,
the stretch of track was abandoned
by British Rail in the 1970s.

Record of ultimate sacrifice

EVERY type of memorial, from community crosses
to gardens and hospitals, is covered in the Imperial
War Museum’s new database and archive, the UK
National Inventory of War Memorials.

Hundreds of volunteers visited sites to photo-
graph and record how communities remembered
their war dead. Others searched local archives to
complete the picture. About 45,000 records are
now on the computer database, accessible to the
public in the museum reading room in Lambeth
Road, London, and administered by the museum
and English Heritage.

Items on the database range from the plaque
dedicated to the 173 people killed at Bethnal
Green underground station during an air raid on
March 3, 1943 to a memorial stone to a monkey
called Jacko who died of fright in a Zeppelin attack
in 1917.

The War Memorials Handbook, by Stephen
Croad, gives guidance on conservation and how to
use the inventory as an information source. It is
available from the IWM shop, price £4.99.

www.iwm.org.uk

Memorial gates’ work begins

WORK has begun on a set of £1 million-plus
memorial gates to commemorate the nearly five
million men and women of the Indian sub-conti-
nent, Africa and the Caribbean who volunteered to
serve with Britain’s Armed Forces during the First
and Second World Wars.

A ceremonial sod-cutting marked the first stage
in the work on Constitutional Hill, close to Bucking-
ham Palace. The Millennium Commission has
given a grant of £912,500 towards the cost of the
project, but at least
another £250,000 is
second time. The acco- needed.
lade was conferred by @ Donations to the
the British Association Memorial Gates Trust, a

L
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What a trouper: Arnhem veteran John Roberts,
above, realises a lifetime ambition by accompa-
nying the Band of The Parachute Regiment on
the spoons. He joined them at the annual com-
memorative jump by veterans and soldiers of 4
Para at Ginkel Heath, the drop zone where John
and his colleagues began their ill-fated attempt-
ed to capture the Rhine bridge at Arnhem.
Pictured, left, are the 11 veterans - the oldest
of them 82 — who jumped from a vintage Dakota
aircraft at 10,000ft to recreate their historic drop.

Barb's international recipe
book causes a bit of a stir

MORE than £5,000 has so
far been raised for the
Army Benevolent Fund by
the publication of a cook-
book compiled by a US mil-
itary exchange officer.
International Flavours
was the idea of Maj Barb
Gregory, pictured, US
Army, who is based at the
Adjutant General's Corps
headquarters at Worthy
Down, near Winchester.
Maj Gregory, who

launched her book at the ABF's annual “Early
Early” Christmas Fair in Tidworth, persuaded
fellow American and other foreign exchange

and liaison personnel to submit their favourite

Key appointment

GEN Sir Roger Wheeler has
been installed as the new Con-
stable of the Tower of London.
The former Chief of the Gener-
al Staff received the keys to
the Tower from the Lord Cham-
berlain, witnessed by the

Picture: Steve Dock

recipes. She said it was “a
way of thanking my British
Army colleagues for their hos-
pitality and generosity and to
raise funds for the ABF".

Gen Sir Jeremy Mackenzie,
chairman of the Army Benevo-
lent Fund, said: “The proceeds
from the boak, which has been
selling fast, will provide sup-
port, via the ABF, to soldiers,
ex-soldiers and their families
when they find themselves in
need.”

@ The recipes range from a Korean stir fry
to traditional English casseroles. If you would

591 2058. It costs £5 plus £1 p&p.

like a copy, call the ABF central office on 0207

And finally ...

AFTER 44 years in uniform (49 if you
include his time at the Duke of York’s
Royal Military School), Capt Jack Frost,
right, has retired. He joined in 1957 and
went to 21 Signal Regiment in Germany
via the Army Apprentice College in Har-
rogate. After P Company, he served in

Much-flawed hero: Thomas Lane and
the VC presented at Shanghai in 1862

VC that
wasn't

PTE Thomas Lane of the 67th Regi-
ment (later to become The Hampshire
Regiment) was born to trouble.

One of eight holders of the Victoria
Cross to be erased from the register
for desertion or a felony, this son of

Cork won his VC at the Taku Forts in
1860 and died in South Africa (he is
buried at Kimberley) nearly 30 vears
later after a chequered military career.

His age was variously recorded as
45, 47, 54 and 58, but the real mys-
tery he left behind was TWO crosses,
both now in The Royal Hampshire
Regiment Museum in Winchester.

A DRINK PROBLEM

The problem was that the wild
Irishman was “addicted to drink” and
liable to desert, which he did several
times, most notoriously from Lan-
drey’s Light Horse in South Africa in
1881 (along with his horse and rifle).

When efforts to find him failed
(partly because he was in Pretoria
Gaol for pulling down a flag), Queen
Victoria signed a warrant removing
him from the VC register. The Army
cancelled his pension and demanded
the return of the medal.

To cut a long and fascinating story
short, GOC South Africa dispatched,
in the absence of the real thing, one of
his local stock of VCs, appropriately
inscribed, back to the United Kingdom.
It is believed that Lane never actually
saw this medal but he would probably
be delighted to learn that its existence
caused years of confusion in the lucra-
tive world of the VC auction room.

Yeoman Warders and a guard 216 Parachute Signal Squadron and was in-Cyprus as a

the year. The citation said Keith's Five years ago he Museum in Richmond of Friends of Muse- registered charity, may of oo : : s : " ; . The Royal Hampshire Regiment Museum, Serle's
- e f provided by soldiers warrant officer with 9 Signal Regiment during the Yom s

work was “truly oulftandlng and handed over £2,800 to  North Yorkshire, has ums. Editor Maj Hogher ze Ssmnlos tﬁr/;fmﬁrfal of The Royal Irish Regiment, Kippur War and the Turkish invasion in 1974, Since 1982 gggggéfﬁgtzgzt: S}rgggrm:ﬂ_\gﬁle; 1((:&_0115%602.

that he had shown “an extraordinary the trust after arranging  been voted the best in Chapman rceived fhe, iewpo s £0ndon Royal Fusiliers and the Honor- Mike has been with 63 Signal Squadron (Reserves) at weekends, holidays, noon-1600. Closed for two

commitment to the unit”, a similar event. the country — for the award in Birmingham. WC2H 7JA.
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weeks at Christmas, New Year. Admission free.

able Artillery Company. Thorney Island, serving under nine commanding officers.

SOLDIER December 2001




Edited by Andy Simms

E-mail: asimms@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Retail reconnaissance

Gameon...

WHO WANTSTOBE A MILLIONAIRE? - 2ND EDITION, PC, PSK & PS2 10W

WHEREAS Bob the Builder stunned many by
snatching the coveted Christmas number one
spot last year, few were surprised when Who
Wants To Be A Millionaire? (WWTBAM)
enjoyed the same prosperity in the gaming
charts.

Riding on the popularity of what has
become Britain's most successful quiz show,
the game found its way into the stockings of
children and adults alike.

And although the game featured all the
key-ingredients of the hit-show, WWTBAM
proved to be something of a disappointment
and many gamers had cast it aside before the
final turkey sandwich had been consumed.

Complaints centred around the frequency
at which the game’s 1,000 questions were
repeated. The random nature of this process
meant that players could encounter the same
questions on consecutive turns.

Great if you were playing for real money
but a tad frustrating when you are at home
competing against friends and loved ones.

Cue the arrival of WWTBAM? 2nd Edition.
Available on PC, PlayStation and PlayStation
2, the 2nd Edition sports a new save game
option which ensures that questions are not
repeated until they have all been asked.

All formats feature more than 1,000 new
questions written by the question-masters of

The host with the most: Chris
Tarrant makes his computer
game debut in the Playstation
2 version of Who Wants To Be
A Millionaire? 2nd Edition

~ 2ND EDITION

the show and thanks to the save-game fea-
ture, repeat questions have all but been elim-
inated. A simple but effective solution.

As with its predecessor, the game remains
loyal to the format of the television pro-
gramme with “fastest finger first”, “ask the
audience”, “phone a friend” and “50:50" all
featured.

The use of music and sound effects from
the show, combined with the now legendary
voice of its host Chris Tarrant, helps to re-
create the television experience.

Chris asks the questions, gives answers and
offers comment throughout the game, adding
to the tension.

And in addition to all the features available
on other platforms, the PlayStation 2 version
actually puts players face-to-face with a virtu-
al Chris Tarrant.

Fully lip-sync-ed, the 3D Chris hosts the show
just as he would do on television. There is also a
real-time 3D studio audience, which makes the
hotseat experience even more realistic.

A statement endorsed by the man himself.
“One of the things | love about Who Wants To
Be A Millionaire? is that as a family you can
shout at it, scream at it and have a laugh
about it,” said Tarrant.

“The new computer games, especially the
PlayStation 2 version, are so realistic that
they really do give people the chance to expe-
rience what it is like to be sat opposite me in
the studio.”

UERDICT: Having addressed the shortcomings of
the original game, Eidos Interactive can bank on
another hit this Christmas. Denied a perfect ten
only by the virtual nature of the game's prize
money. 9/10

Win...Win...Win...Win

SOLDIER has joined forces with Eidos Interactive to offer readers
the opportunity to play for a virtual fortune,

For your chance to win one of ten copies of Who Wants To Be A
Millionaire? 2nd Edition for the PlayStation, simply answer the fol-
lowing questions:

“You're now just two questions away from scooping a Who
Wants To Be A Millionaire? prize. You've used all three fife-lines but
you have nothing to lose by playing this next question . ..”

Who Wants To Be A Millionaire? is screened on which terrestrial
television channel?
a) BBC 1; b) BBC 2; ¢) ITV d) Channel 4

“Congratulations, you're now just one correct answer
away from taking home a copy of the game. But

remembenfyougdﬂusnextquesbon wrongyou
leave with nothing . .

Tamzin Outhwaite is set to appear in which new
BBC drama?
a) Red Cap; b) Red Coat; ¢) Red Rum; d) Little Red

Riding Hood

Send your answers on a postcard to Eidos Interac-
tive competition, Soldier, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants, GU11 2DU.
The winners will be drawn at random from the cor-
rect answers received by January 3. Usual rules
apply.
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FIFA 2002, PC, PSK & PS2

THERE are few certainties in life, but one
thing you can be sure of is that Electronic
Arts will release an update to their best-
selling FIFA series in time for Christmas.

And true to tradition FIFA 2002 looks set
to play the opposition off the park during
this festive season.

The game offers more licensed leagues,
teams and competitions than any other
game on the market, allowing players to
select from more than 75 national sides
and teams from the world's top leagues -
including the English Premiership,
German Bundesliga and Spanish Premier
League.

Players also have the opportunity to
help guide their national side through the

2002 World Cup qualifiers - although emu- |~

lating David Beckham's last-minute free-

kick against Greece will take some practice. |
As well as sporting the lavish graphics |

and slick commentary of its predecessors,
FIFA 2002 features an innovative passing
system that gives users greater control of the
action.

Gamers can now find a breaking forward
with a perfect 40-yard ball into space,
embarrass the Arsenal defence with cunning
one-twos, or fool Fabian Bathez with deep
swerving crosses.

Tackling is another aspect of the gameplay
that has been reinvented, with the timing

MX RIDER, PS2

and angle of the challenge determining its
success or reaction of the referee.

Getting to grips with the game’s controls
can take some time but is a challenge made
easier by a customizable controller, which
presents users with the chance to program
buttons to their liking.

SOLDIER’S UERDICT: Adds new meaning to the
expression “the beautiful game”. 9/10

F12001,PS2 & PC

WINNING a grand prix is no mean feat -
just ask Jenson Button - and Electronic
Art's latest edition to their F1 series is
almost as difficult as the real thing.

The game’s advanced artificial intelli-
gence means that players race against
opponents who want to win as badly as
they do. Every driver on the track will
fight, battle and react to maintain their
current position, while constantly look-
ing for the next opportunity to overtake.

Fast, detailed and unrivalled.

UERDICT: The Michael Schumacher of dri-
ving simulators. A worthy champion. &/10

FOR the first time on a next gen-
eration console, gamers can
experience all three disciplines
of dirt biking.

MX Rider, the latest offering
from the Infogrames stable,

features moto-cross, super-
cross and freestyle events, and
is fully licensed by the Federa-
tion Internationale Motorcy-
clisme (FIM).

Based on real-life FIM racing
circuits, the game's tracks are bril-
liantly detailed and react to the
elements, throwing up clouds of
dust or splashes of mud depend-
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ing on the weather conditions.

Freestyle riding provides the
most enjoyable aspect of MX
Rider’s gameplay, with six fanta-
sy arenas in which players can
test their riding skills. There are
more than 30 motion-captured
death-defying stunts, as well as
slide turns, wheelies, endos and
air handling to master.

With a plethora of in-game
options, MX Rider will keep
racing fans occupied for a consid-
erable length of time.

UERDICT: Guaranteed to kick-start

your PS2 into life. 7/10 Weakest Link? . .

PIayStatlon

UERDICT: Like her or loathe her, library of 100,000 questions com-

finne Robinson is set to take the Pared with the 1,000 offered by quiz
gaming market. by storm. The show rival Who Wants To Be A MiF

LEISURE |

firmy and Combined Services goalkeeper
SSgt Daisy May (APTC)

“Although the graphics and sound were excel-
lent, | found the PC version very difficult to
play - especially when using the keyboard to
control the action. During nine games | only
managed to score twice and | think one of
those was an own goal, but maybe that's just
because the goalkeepers are so good.”

GRAPHICS: 9/10
sounp: 9/10
REALISM: 8/10

PLAYABILITY: 6/10

OUERALL RATING: 7/10

gut ow

ouTnow
TIPPED to become the biggest-sell-

farfromit. o/10 lionaire.
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How the bear trap was
baited in Afghanistan

AFTER the events of September 11,
Afghanistan, The Bear Trap (Leo
Cooper, £12.95), sold out in hard-
back, reputedly bought up by US Mili-
tary Intelligence. The story of
the defeat of Soviet
“\ Russia’s forces by the
Mujahedin, who in turn
paved the way for the
Taliban, is now re-pub-
lished in paperback
and describes in
detail the terrain over
which the war was
fought, the training
that was needed and
how the Mujahedin carried out
ambushes, assassinations, raids and
rocket attacks. The work is authorita-
tive; co-author Mohammed Yousaf
was effectively the Mujahedin’s com-
mander-in-chief.

Strategy behind Nato’s
Kosovo victory revealed

FORMER Supreme Allied
Commander, Europe, Gen Wesley K
Clark describes for the first time the
context within which he made the
strategic decisions during
the Kosovo conflict of
1999. This was a modern
war, limited in scope,
measured in effect,
complex in execution
and fought under
the glare of
worldwide media.
It may have
been short in
duration, but was a
harbinger of the new
realities of fighting and planning.
In Waging Modern War (Public
Affairs, £19.99), Clark offers a
blueprint for how modern militaries
must adapt to the challenges of a
new era.

Wall had to fall
before invasion

AFTER Hitler called off the invasion
of Britain in 1940, he immediately
ordered by secret edict the building of
the Atlantic Wall. The Todt Organisa-
tion, which used slave
labour, was entrusted with
the monumental task of
constructing the steel and
concrete fortresses
spread over 1,500
miles of coastlines
across Denmark,

Holland, Belgium

and France. Hitler

personally designed
the layout of each

ne

ders. The crucial history of how they
were overcome is told in Patrick
Delaforce’'s Smashing the Atlantic
Wall, The Destruction of Hitler’s
Coastal Fortresses (Cassell, £20).

fortress and selected its comman-

A revised life of arguably our greatest 20th
century general has courted controversy

Interview: Ray Routledge
Picture: Graeme Main

WHEN Nigel Hamilton published the first
volume of his revised life of Bernard Mont-
gomery, The Full Monty, he knew he was
walking into a minefield of controversy.

In this version, Hamilton, who knew
Monty for many yvears and has been his biog-
rapher for more than two decades, claims
that the general was a repressed homosexual.

The author won the Whitbread Prize for
the original three-volume official life — so
why only now examine the man’s sexuality?

“I felt I couldn’t tackle this before,”
Hamilton said. “The law on homosexuality
changed in 1967 and I was writing in 1977
but gays were still not permitted ip the
British Army

“As official biographer I was given unique
access to all his private papers and docu-
ments and interviewed his family and staff
but at that stage in our cultural history I felt
it was the wrong moment to raise the ques-
tion of his sexuality.

“My real concern in the 1980s, when the
original was published, was that his military
reputation was getting trashed. More writers
were coming forward who disliked him
because of his rudeness or his arrogance, and
of course he could be that way. But being
arrogant doesn’t make you a bad general.
Oxford don Bill Williams once remarked:

‘Nice men don’t win wars’. “My agenda as a
military historian was to re-establish his
claim to military greatness as the most pro-
fessional British commander of the Second
World War and possibly the 20th century.”

Hamilton was 11 when he first met Monty.
His father, Denis, was a Territorial battalion
commander at D-Day who at Nijmegen won
the DSO - personally presented to him by
Monty. Later, as editor of the Sunday Times,
Sir Denis Hamilton published, controver-
sially, Monty’s memoirs.

“Monty invited us to his home in Hamp-
shire and I got to know him very well,” said
Nigel Hamilton. “He was very lonely. His
wife had died some years before and we
would stay during the holidays.”

It is this insight into Monty the man, along
with his encyclopedic knowledge of Monty
the general, that leads Hamilton to his con-
clusions about Monty’s sexuality.

“I think it is important to distinguish
between an active homosexual and homosex-
ual in terms of one’s orientation. When [ say
that Monty was a repressed homosexual and
that almost his
towards young men that doesn’t mean he was
against women,” Hamilton admits that he
has no evidence that Monty was ever a prac-
tising homosexual.

“He was such a disciplined person that this
was something he would not give way to. I
am interested if that repression of his sexual-

entire orientation was’

NIGEL Hamilton observes in this remark-
able biography of Britain’s greatest 20th
century general: “War is often society’s ritu-
alistic way of imposing order on the chaos of
existence.” This seems true of Bernard Law
Montgomery’s life — not that it was so chaot-
ic in the conventional sense. His domineer-
ing mother saw to that.

This 900-page book deals with Monty’s
life up to Alamein. The account of this piv-
otal victory and its overall strategic plan is
comprehensive in the extreme. It is as if
those first 55 years were a preparation for it.

Oddly, throughout the action we are given
only glimpses of Monty himself, sleeping
in his caravan, taking meals in his open-air
mess and making his occasional changes of
plan, for even this self-confident — indeed,
arrogant — commander was not above rec-
Jgnising the need to correct miscalcula-

The Full Monty: Montgomery of Alamein,
1887-1942 by Nigel Hamilton (Allen Lane, £25).

Review: Brian Jewell

tions, which he often artributed to others.

There are examples of Monty’s capacity
for making enemies: even Churchill’s
approval of Monty as commander of the
Eighth Army was given reluctantly. Mont-
gomery certainly found no role models in
British senior officers and he must have
been very certain of himself to cause such
clashes when it could have been far easier for
his career to fit in with the establishment.
Monty did it his way, a characteristic he
shared with his biographer, who also pours
scorn on other generals as well as historians,

It is well known that Montgomery habitu-
ally cut out experienced “dead wood™ in his
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ity was why he became a revolutionary com-
mander.” Monty was genuinely interested in
people, according to Hamilton. “A bastard
on one hand and a genius on the other. He
had always been wonderfully kind and con-
cerned about me and I think I can explain
some of the contradictions in his nature.”

Monty’s great achievement at El Alamein,
he said, was that he made his men realise not
only that history depended on them but that
they could win.

“Monty had to create that sense of confi-
dence between himself and the ordinary sol-

Nice men don't win wars

Copy signed
by author is
great prize

We have a copy of The
Full Monty, signed by
the author, left, to give
away as a prize. To be
in with a chance of
winning simply answer
the following question:

In which year was
Bernard Montgomery
born?

Answers on a postcard
marked “Monty Competi-
tion” should be sent to
Soldier by January 3.
Usual rules apply.

diers. In the original book I traced that as a
military development.

“Now, 20 years later, I think we shouldn’t
be shy or ashamed that within that develop-
ment was something quite revolutionary in
the British Army where his approach to com-
mand was actually based on his love of his
men. In that sense I thought I'd retell the
story in terms of that bond. Sexuality should-
n’t be an issue.”

Nigel Hamilton lives in the USA, where he
is researching the life of Bill Clinton. Now
that should make interesting reading . . .

commands in favour of young and adventur-
ous staff subordinates. Not everyone will
agree with Hamilton’s assertions that this
discrimination was due to Monty’s sexuality.
The author comes close to declaring him a
homosexual, but throughout the book the
word “homosocial” is preferred.

Other reviewers have homed-in on this
aspect of the book but here it is preferred to
consider it of lesser importance and stick to
the indisputable facts.

Monty was commissioned in the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment in 1908. Life out-
side the army took second place, apart from
his admiration of his motherand love for two
ladies, both named Betty — the young Betty
Anderson who turned him down and Betty
Carver, a widow with two sons to whom he
was marriéd in 1927 and who became the
mother of his son, David. She died in 1937

Let's just stick to the undeniable facts about this soldier's soldier

from septicaemia following an insect bite
and Monty was devastated.

His outstanding success as the favourite
general of the British public as well as that of
the soldiers in the Second World War is well
summed up by Hamilton: *“As Churchill had
in 1940 found the key to popular anti-fascist
support in appealing to a deep-seated
national historic pride, so Monty had . . . cut
the vital latchway to English military motiva-
tion by treating war as a modern education-
al and management experience, inspiring
pride and positive motivation.”

The second volume of this spectacular
biography, covering Montgomery’s career
after Alamein and life after retirement is due
out next year. It will be interesting to see
how Hamilton handles Monty’s worst mis-
judgement — at Arnhem — and his undiplo-

matic association with the Americans.
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Elite unit spearheaded
advance into Germany

THERE were only 790 men of 52nd
(Lowland) Divisional Reconnaissance
Regiment RAC when they began their
long, bloody journey into the
heart of the Third Reich, but
between them they
garnered more than 50
honours and awards. Carl
Shilleto, the grandson of
one of the men who
was there, tells the
story for the first
time in The
Fighting Fifty-
Second Recce
(Eskdale
Publishing, £14.99). He
follows the unit’s journey as it

crossed the Rhine and swept on to the
German plain for an all-out assault on
Bremen and final victory.

Real-life drama is
confirmed as classic
AUTHOR and journalist Alastair
Borthwick served as an intelligence
officer with the 5th Battalion, The
Seaforth Highlanders in the Second
World War. Soon after it ended he
published a limited-edition,
eye-witness account of the
unit's actions between El
Alamein and the Elbe. In
1994, already highly-
acclaimed but by then
out of print, it was re-
published as
Battalion,
commended by
Soldier for its
remarkable
depiction of front-line
action. Now this sharp, powerful,
brilliantly-observed real-life drama has
its classic status reaffirmed with its
reissue by Baton Wicks as a quality,
illustrated paperback at £12.99. We
repeat, its is well worth a read.

Tanks captured in

black and white

SINCE they first rumbled onto the bat-
tlefield in 1916, tanks have proved a
heavyweight presence in war. Lt Col
George Forty’s richly illustrated The
Royal Tank Regiment, A
Pictorial History 1916-
2001 (Halsgrove, £24.95)
gives an entertaining
overview of the tankies’
progression from over-
coming the stalemate
of trench warfare to
the establishment of
the tank as a domi-
nant factor in the
land battle. A prolif-
ic author, Forty has
also just published Battle of

Crete (lan Allan, £24.99) in commem-
oration of its 60th anniversary using
many previously unpublished first-
hand accounts and photographs.
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Private McBain went
Into battle with a
babe-in-arms — or
rather in his knapsack

Pontius Pilate’s Bodyguard: The History of
The Royal Scots by Lt Col R H Paterson

Review: Oliver Lindsay

AMONG the many battle honours
awarded to The Royal Scots was Malpla-
quet, on the Franco-Belgian border.

It was there in 1709 that the regiment
had the curious distinction of numbering
among its “family” perhaps the the
oldest, and almost certainly the youngest
souls ever to take to the battlefield.

Malplaquet, the last of Marlborough’s
great victories, was also one of his bloodi-
est, leaving 6,500 of his troops dead and
14,000 wounded in one day. But this did
not frighten off William Hiseland, who

A Thousand Hills by Tom Mullarkey. Story of
a British Army major’s visionary plan to rebuild
Rwanda after the civil war. A review will appear
in the New Year. (Ballintava Books, £15.99.)

The Cold War by Lawrence Freedman.
Evocatively illustrated summary of events
between 1945 and 1989. (Cassell History of

‘| Warfare series, £25.)

The New Jackals by Simon Reeve. Study of
bin Laden’s organisation. (Carlton, paperback,
£7.99.)

Warrior Race by Lawrence James. This
sweeping, 860-page history of the British at
war will be reviewed in the New Year. (Little,
Brown, £25.)

Portsmouth in Defence of the Realm by
John Sadden. A key naval base for centuries,
Portsmouth also had a large Army garrison
and was a major embarkation point for D-Day.
Profusely illustrated, with an informative text.
(Phillimore, £16.99.)

The Suffolks in Malaya by Len Spicer. No-frills
account of the 1st Battalion’s 1949-53 part in
the Emergency. All proceeds to the Regimental
Association and the Poppy Day Appeal. £6 from
the author, 11 Overton Way, Orton Waterville,
Peterborough, Cambs PE2 5HF.

War baby: Pte McBain goes into battle with
his baby in his knapsack, from a display at
The Royal Scots Museum in Edinburgh

took part at the age of 89. It seems to have
been too much, however, for the wife of
one Private McBain. She abandoned him
there, leaving him with their three-week-
old baby, who remained in his knapsack
throughout the battle.

These are among the many stories told

Arnhem by A D Harvey and Gettysburg by
Hugh Bicheno. Re-examinations of two
famous battles, the first titles in Cassell's
Fields of Batile series, edited by Richard
Holmes. (£14.99 each.)

Soldier Sahibs by Charles Allen. Much
acclaimed story of the men who made the
North-West Frontier includes a historical per-
spective of Afghanistan. (Abacus, paperback,
£8.99.)

Rain of Lead by lan Bennett. Story of Potchef-
stroom in the South African wars. To be
reviewed in the New Year. (Greenhill, £17.95.)

Unfinest Hour by Brendan Simms. Argues
that the Bosnian war could have been short-
ened. (Allen Lane, £18.99.)

Stand by your Beds! By David Findlay Clark.
Amusing RAF National Service experiences.
(Cualann Press, paperback, £13.99.)

Heroes of the Hour by Bryan Perrett. Includes
Lt Walter Hamilton VC, who died fighting a
Kabul mob in the 1870s and took 600 of them
with him. (Cassell, £19.99.)

Decisive Battles of the Western World by J
F C Fuller. British armoured warfare pioneer's
classic 1954 trilogy, reissued. (Cassell, £20
each.)

Soldier ordering service

Midlands B91 1UE, Engl

All books mentioned on these pages
are available from Helion & Company,
who can also supply 14,500 in-print military books and operate a free
booksearch; p&p is extra. All major credit/switch cards taken. Please allow up
to 28 days for delivery. Helion & Company, 26 Willow Road, Solihull, West
d (tel 0121 705 3393; fax 0121 711 4075). E-mail:
books@helion.co.uk Website: http://www.helion.co.uk

Major and Mrs Holt's Bat-
tlefield Guide to Operation
Market Garden Covers the
whole operation from Bel-

gium to the Netherlands.

LEISURE

ing the baby

in this remarkable history of Britain’s
oldest infantry regiment, which extends to
well over 1,000 pages in two volumes,
with 83 maps and more than 400 illustra-
tions, some in colour.

But why the title? The regiment’s nick-
name arose in about 1643 when the
expression “Pontius Pilate’s Bodyguard”
was used disparagingly by an officer of the
French Picardy Regiment who claimed
that members of the regiment had been
asleep at their posts.

It evoked the following haughty
response: “You must be mistaken, sir; for
had we really been the Guards of Pontius
Pilate and done duty at the Sepulchre, the
Holy Body had never left it.”

Lt Col Paterson paints a brilliant pic-
ture of each campaign. His exceptional
history deserves to be widely read. Copies
are available from RHQ The Royal Scots,
The Castle, Edinburgh, EH1 2YT for
£85 for the two volumes.

*Col Oliver Lindsay is Editor of The
Guards Magazine.

(Leo Cooper, paperback, £14.95.)

The Italian in the ATS by Nella Voss-Del Mar.
Diary of a Jewish refugee from Mussolini's
Fascism who was the only Italian serving in the
British Army. (Stockwell, paperback, £7.50.)

Tommy Goes to War by Malcolm Brown, in
association with the Imperial War Museum. Sol-
dier's-eye view of the Western Front, first pub-
lished in 1978. (Tempus, paperback, £12.99.)

The Battle of Hurtgen Forest, Ardennes: The
Secret War and Decision at St Vith, by Charles
Whiting. Volumes 4, 5 and 6 of nine-volume
Siegfried Line series. (Spellmount, £16.99.)

The Korean War 2
by Brian Catch- | Waterloo winners
pole. Authoritative
and vivid account | WINNERS of the two copies
of the conflict. |of The Waterloo Companion
(Robinson, paper- | drawn at random from
back, £7.99.) correct entries for our

October competition were 1
A Tour of the |MrsJ Day, of Cottingham, "

Bulge Battlefield
by Wiliam C C

Humberside, and Mrs T
White, RHQ, 17 Port and

Cavanagh. Well | Maritime Regiment RLC,
illustrated guide. | Marchwood.

(Leo Cooper, The island from which
paperback, |Napoleon Bonaparte
£14.95)) escaped in 1815 was Elba

\ (not, as many thought, St
Battle of the

Bulge by Napier

|he died).

Helena — which was where

Crookenden.
llustrated analysis back in print after 20
years. (lan Allen, £19.99.)
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Talﬁng
turkey

CHRISTMAS can be the best of
times. Unfortunately, it can also be
the worst of times.

For Service families separated by
months of operational necessity, the
sudden “togetherness” can squeeze to
the surface all manner of stresses and
strains in a relationship.

The uniformed partner may forget
that in his (or her) enforced absence,
his/her other half has been running
the show quite adequately, thank you.

“Any time there is prolonged sepa-
ration we know we are going to get a
rash of relationship problems,” says
one of the Army’s specially-trained
welfare'workers (see Page 27). And
Christmas is particularly difficult.

This year there could be an addi-
tion uncertainty to add to the ten-
sions. Afghanistan.

L A

As this edition went to press, we
had no clear idea of whether units on
stand-by might be heading to the
unforgiving battlefields north of the
Khyber Pass. Nor was their mission,
should there be one, clearly defined.

In these circumstances, as Sue
Bonney points out in her column on
this page, Christmas may be a daunt-
ing — perhaps even a frightening —
prospect for those anticipating the
imminent departure of a loved-one.

Our hopes for a Happy Christmas
and a peaceful New Year will be.all
the more heartfelt for that.

Accolades for Soldier

A feature on Penhale Training
Camp in north Cornwall, written by
Ray Routledge and with photographs
by Steve Dock, won the News and
Feature Writing category at the
South-West Region of the British
Association of Communicators in
Business awards ceremony in Bristol.
It appeared in November last year.

The March 2001 issue was also a
winner in the internal magazines sec-
tion . . . the 20th national or regional
award won by Soldier since it switched
to monthly publication four years ago.
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Sue Bonney

For many it will
be a case of
‘absent friends’

Daunting prospect for families this Christmas

AS T may have said before in this
column, I like Christmas.

I don’t mean the mad hype, or
the equally mad shopping, or the
frenetic cooking, or the over-
eating, or all those films on telly
that you can’t find time to watch.

I mean the feeling. It has stuck
with me since my childhood.
There’s a certain magic about it
to me — the anticipation and the

tion, ially de - Sue Bonney is
preparation, espcecially cora Edltor of the AFF

Families Journal

ing the tree, and choosing pre-
sents for loved ones.

I suppose it’s the thoughr of giving
others a bit of happiness, and hopefully
finding some yourself. The Christmas
spirit, in fact.

But Christmas may be a rather daunt-
ing prospect for many Service families
this year. As we go to press, troops are on
stand-by for Afghanistan (or on their way
there), while many others are already on
operations around the world.

Separation is never easy, but Christ-
mas is always the worst. [ hope it will help
those families to know that others are
thinking of them, especially a lady in
Kent who wrote to the Army Families
Federation recently.

The widow of a soldier who served for
24 vears, she is now over 80 and “knows
what it’s like to be married to someone in
the Army”. She was in the ATS during
the Second World War.

She wanted to send
her thoughts and prayers

¢ Christmas may be a rather
daunting prospect for

me they retained their values
and their dignity, their belief in
service and good manners and
care for each other.

Her letter demonstrates that
care — “I would so love to do
something to help”.

It’s a very different world now
from the one that generation
sacrificed so much to defend.
We have so much more than
they did, and have not had to
face too many major threats to
our generally comfortable way
of life. But in the last few months we have
had to face the possibility of things not
being as safe and secure as we thought
they were, and the prospect of taking
action.

It seems to me that one of the most
positive reactions to these recent events
has been the care and concern for others
— for those in New York, for the ordinary
people of Afghanistan — and the over-
riding concern in general to do the right
thing. So perhaps our generation is not so
different and is rising, as they did, to a
difficult challenge.

That lady’s letter touched us all, and
I'll be printing it in the next AF Fournal
so that her thoughts can be read and
appreciated by Army families around the
world.

In these days of professional armed
forces, most of the com-
munity can only stand
on the sidelines of any

to all the families while
their soldiers are away.
“You are not alone — we
are all thinking about
you”

many Service families this
year. Troops are on stand-
by for Afghanistan (or on
their way), while others

are already on operations 9

action and watch it all
on television news. But
that doesn’t mean they
are not involved, and are
not concerned for Ser-

I have a huge admira-
tion for that lady’s generation, my par-
ents’ generation. They went through two
world wars, plus Korea, many losing
people they loved, facing fear and cata-
strophe and extremely dark days. Yet
they came through it all, and it seems to

vice personnel and their
families. If you are separated from your
soldier this Christmas, I hope you still
manage to find the warmth of Christmas
spirit with family and friends.
We will all be thinking of you . . . and
your soldier.



S

® E-mail: mail@scldiermagazine.co.uk

I WOULD like to dispel any fears
soldiers may have about compas-
sionate cases in the Army, especially
when deployed on distant tours.
While I was on Saif Sareea 2 my
father was taken seriously ill. My
mother notified the Army through
the compassionate system, which
Limmed.iately (within 30 minutes)

 system worked for me

contacted me in the middle of the
desert. An hour later I was on my
way to Thumrait airport, where a
plane was held for me and another
compassionate case. It took off
straight away and landed at Brize
Norton eight hours later. A car and
driver were waiting to take me to the
hospital 230 miles away.

From notification of my father’s
illness to arrival at the hospital took
just 15 hours. I saw my father before
he died, which was of great comfort
to me and my family. On behalf of
my family and myself I cannot thank
the compassionate system enough
for getting me home in time. - Cpl A
] Feenan, 28 Engr Regt Wksp REME.

J

Mess rules help to
maintain discipline

WHILE I can sympathise with the strong
sentiments in the letter from the corporal
barred from her husband’s mess (Mail,
Oct) and the dig at regimental

familiarity between officers, senior NCOs
and junior ranks so that in training and
during operations discipline is enforced

without the social, welfare and

sergeant majors to “get up to Mg r4i-B = 1(- @ moral dilemmas and confusion

date as this is not good for _
morale”, RSMs have to consider morale,
efficiency and wider discipline issues of all
mess members, not just one or two indi-
viduals who may seem penalised by rules
that are there for a reason.

I speak with 27 years’ service, as an ex-
RSM, squadron sergeant major, president
of a divisional mess committee, a
sergeants’ mess member for 15 years, more
recently as a unit welfare officer and now as
supervising officer of a sergeants’ mess.

The sergeants’ mess is an exclusive
institution with many years of tradition,
in which warrant officers and senior
NCOs can relax and socialise without
having their social life observed (or
enjoved) by officers or junior ranks.

I do not believe in an automatic right
for serving spouses of non-mess status to
attend functions. Similar rules apply in
corporals’ clubs and officers’ messes.

If the mess member and his/her non-
mess status spouse are serving in different
units — as they are in this instance — it can
be argued that the privacy case for exclu-
sion is weakened and a request to attend a
function could be put to members for a
vote at a mess. meeting.

The provision of messes and rules
regarding their status have been devel-
oped over many years to help prevent

we face today.

Many changes adopted by the Armed
Forces — willingly or unwillingly — under
the guise of equal opportunities or politi-
cal and social correctness have been
absorbed at the expense of operational
effectiveness at individual, sub-unit and
unit level. Should we now get rid of sepa-
rate messes?

So, back to the corporal in Germany,
not allowed in her husband’s mess. I see
no problem with her accompanying him
to functions as long as all his fellow mess
members have had a chance to agree to
this. Has her husband asked his RSM to
put it to the vote at a mess meeting? If this
fails, work hard, get good reports and
quickly join him as a mess member.

Meanwhile, she should ban him from
attending functions without her! — Capt
G G A Reith, R Signals, Glasgow.

Some junior
SPOUSES are
allowed In

I REFER to the letter from the cor-
poral barred from her husband’s
mess (Oct).

A physical training instructor staff
sergeant in my battalion was mar-
ried to a corporal in the AGC(SPS)
and she was allowed to attend mess
functions at Dreghorn Barracks,
Edinburgh, with her husband.

He didn’t attend corporals’ mess
functions at Glencorse, probably
because he was a “beastly” PTI
rather than because he was a staff
sergeant.

At my next unit one of my female
corporals attended functions with
her staff sergeant (later WO2) hus-
band based in London.

1 also knew of a female lance cor-
poral clerk who was put up in the
mess when her civilian husband vis-
ited as he had officer status through
his job in the Civil Service. - Name
and address supplied.

My husband was uncomplaining

MORE bleating in the ranks because someone doesn’t get their own way. This serving
soldier should understand the rank structure and the rules and expectations which come
with them. I imagine her husband has already written to his RSM. If his request has been
denied she should accept it and earn her own place in the mess.

Some messes do accept junior serving spouses and that is.the right of any RSM, but
she should understand that she is a soldier first and foremost and a wife or mother
second. I did 12 years myself but my case was the opposite — my husband was junier to

me. Funny really, he did not complain once. - Name and address supplied.

Today’s Nintendo generation is scapegoat for the Army

THE Army’s recruiting problems are
increasingly blamed on the “Nintendo
generation”, which seems to me to be a
convenient scapegoat for the Army not
being able to cope with changes in society.

Teenagers have never had it so good
with regard to choice of careers and edu-

cational opportunities and unless the
Army can adapt quickly it will have
recruiting and retention problems for the
next decade at least.

I’'m 22 but feel I had more responsibili-
ty and was treated with more respect
when I was in the Army Cadet Force. The

Army needs to be proactive about change,
not react to each issue as it crops up.

I am now at a crossroads: do [ stay and
hope things improve or leave the Army
and seek my future elsewhere? — Spr C
Bullock, 14 GEO Squadron RE,
Monchengladbach.
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PISCATOR

The full Piscator gift collection, including mugs, pens and coasters, can be found
in the new ABF Despatches catalogue, along with many other products and
Christmas cards. Every item you buy helps the Army’s central charity - the ABF.
For your own copy, call Marcia on 020 7591 2058 or Amanda on 01285 713 466,
or write to ABF Despatches, Douglas Bader House, Fairford, Glos GL7 4DL.

BENEVOLENT

Call 020 7591 2000 or visit www.armybenevolentfund.com

Let's ensure It's not just
our uniform that's green

AS a serving soldier of eight years I
believe in saving the Army money and am
also aware of the Army’s “Train Green”
policy. However, shouldn’t the Army have
a “Live Green” policy?

I have ideas that could save the Army
money and help the environment (and
they would be very good public relations,
if nothing else).

Recycling: Paper, pallets, scrap metal,
glass, cans, plastic . . . all these things are
recyclable. Instead of paying to dispose of
this waste let’s recycle it and get some
money back.

Batteries: Why doesn’t the MoD
invest in re-chargable torch batteries? I'm

sure this would reduce theft and an enor-
mous bill which must run into six figures.

Timer light/heater switches: Most
accommodation blocks have push-taps
and eco-toilets but we could still improve
our energy efficiency policy.

A green awareness campaign or a green
competition would help families make
more of an effort. Recycling centres on
family estates — with the revenue being
ploughed back to improve garrison facili-
ties — would make people more eager to
do their bit. It would also work in bar-
racks.

Let’s lead, let’s make the difference. —
LBdr David Wilkinson.

OFFICER or other rank; serving or civvy . . . Soldier welcomes your letters. Please keep them brief and to
the point. If not e-mailed, we'd prefer them to be typed but if they are handwritten, put names, addresses
and in block capitals (not necessarily for publication). A prize from the our gift collection will be awarded
each month if we judge that a letter merits it. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor,
who reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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Gay support is good

I'D like to reply to the WO2 W McLean
(“Does gay support group conceal a
hidden agenda?”, Oct). | suppose he
opposes Section 28 as well.

As a lesbian within the Army, | have
many civilian friends who are gay and
provide me with the support | need. How-
ever, what about the man/woman who
isn't as lucky as | am. | think the support
group is a great idea. Being gay within
the Army is hard enough and there are
so many other reasons why the Army
cannot retain its personnel, so why make
someone’s sexuality another one of
those issues. — Cpl (name and address
supplied) Catterick Garrison.

No wedding plans

IN reply to the letter (Oct) about needing
a quarter for a baby, | am pregnant and
my boyfriend and | are both in the Army
but not ready to get married. | don’t
agree with getting married just so we can
get a house together. If everyone did so
for that reason we would have a lot of
welfare problems. | am considering leav-
ing the Service for that reason. It does
not seem like they give you much choice.
- Pt Helen Bailey, 5 GS Med Regt, Preston.

Medals for ‘juniors’

WITH reference to the item about golden
jubilee celebrations planned.for
Portsmouth (Oct). Are those “junior per-
sonnel” that the Queen is so keen to
meet the same men and women who will
be denied the award of the medal
because of the ridiculous five years’ ser-
vice rule? — Mr B Hodges, Hill Head, Hants.

Spot the squaddie

ON the subject of sideburns (Mail, Aug),
though | agree that discipline has to be
maintained, | fail to see how a couple of
centimetres of hair can bring the Army
into disrepute. If a female soldier can
swan around with a peroxide blond hair-
do, why can’t a male soldier be allowed a
little more hair down the side of his face?

During the 1970s, squaddies were
encouraged to grow more fashionable
hair due to the terrorist threat at that time
(you only need to look at unit pho-
tographs). As current trends in the UK
feature short hair with sideburns, is
there any reason why we insist on rules
which ensure that everyone can spot the
squaddie (big bag, short hair, no
sideys)? — LCpl W R Evans, 14 Geo Sqgn
RE, Monchengladbach.

Every doghas...

| HAVE just read the letter from Cpl West
(Oct) regarding an allowance for his pet
dog's travelling expenses to Cyprus. My
first reaction was to look at the date in
case it was April Fool's Day. —- Wayne
Tucker, Gutersloh, Germany.



Double, double
reason to buy

I AM a married soldier with two sets of
twins aged ten and seven. I have five
years left to complete my full 22 vears.

Due to the age of my eldest twins, I
decided to buy my own home in the area
in which I wish to settle on leaving the
Army. This move is to enable my chil-
dren to attend one school for the most
important secondary stage of their edu-
cation, leading up to their exams.

Why am I not entitled to removals or
disturbance allowances to assist my
move? Conversely, at the expense of my
children’s educational stability, if I kept
them with me I would receive both
allowances twice more over the next five
years. - Name and address supplied.

A Relocation aids such as disturbance
allowance and provision of removals services
are provided to compensate for the costs
generated by the level of mobility the Army
requires of its personnel for Service reasons,
Soldier has been told. When a move is initiat-
ed by personal choice, the Army does not
have the same obligations or responsibilities
—and in this case the intended move appears
to fall into this category.

Provisions are made for those nearing the
end of their service, including Final Tour of
Duty (RAACs, Ch 9, Sec 4) and Over 37 (Sec
3), which allow for publicly-funded removals
fo private addresses. Where a move to a pri-
vate address coincides with a posting order,
removals and associated allowances may be
applicable. Unit admin office staff will be able
to advise. — Editor

Still waiting for
Glasgow's reply

WHY is it that my second child has gone
unnoticed for nearly three years as far as
my LOA (local overseas allowance) is
concerned? I have tried to rectify this
problem for the past five months, only to
be told by my admin office that I will
have to “wait for Glasgow to sort it out™.
I realise I should have sorted it out
sooner, but this is no excuse for those *
who look after soldiers’ and families’
welfare. — LCpl J Tunstill, Paderborn.

A LCpl Tunstill will be pleased to hear,
we've been told, that he should soon receive
a credit of £560 from the Army Personnel
Centre in Glasgow in respect of LOA for his
second child. It is up to officers and soldiers
to make their admin office aware of changes
in their personal circumstances and to ensure
their records are up-to-date.

When LCpl Tunstill informed his RAQO that
he had two children — 18 months after the
birth of the second child — this was transmit-
ted to Glasgow via UNICOM in June. For
some reason the original notification was not
received by the APC and so no LOA could be
paid for a child about which no details were
held. That's now been corrected. — Editor

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU
@ E-mail: mail@soldiermagazine.co.uk
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WO2s' pension point
IS not representative

A PENSION payable after 22 years’ ser-
vice for other ranks is 31.833 per cent of
representative pay.

Prior to Pay 2000, representative pay
for a warrant officer class 2 was

that rank for at least two years within the
last five years of service. It therefore fol-
lows that the lowest level that should have
been used is level 7, which would give a

pension of around £9,719 as
set as the mid-point between PAY 2000 opposed to the rate of £9,312

Band 5 and Band 6 rates of pay,
with the inclusion of an increment for 18
years’ service. All seemed fair enough.

I was astonished to discover that repre-
sentative pay for WO2s under Pay 2000 is
set at the mid-point between the higher
and lower bands at level 5 of the
SSgt/WO2 range, which is the entry point
for WO2 and, therefore, the lowest rate a
WO2 could be paid.

This rate cannot be representative,
because to be granted a full pension in
any rank the individual must be paid in

currently payable.

Obviously to use a truly representative
rate would cost more money, but surely
all of this should have been taken into
account when changing the system?

I am aware that a full review of pensions
is under way but I think in the meantime
that those who are leaving now after many
years of loyal service should receive a fair
deal. - WO2 (SQMS) G S Martin,
AGC (SPS), Regimental Administra-
tive Office, 2 Battalion REME,
Fallingbostel.

Soldiers DO have right to express an opinion

| agree with SSgt O'Brien (Oct) that  SOLDIERS expressing their opinions about Pay 2000
there has been non-stop moaning over  are not whining. They, like me, feel their opinion mat-
Pay 2000. However, most people have  ters and the perceived loss of earnings is emotive.

that right because the system isn't - Anyone who says we should shut up
fair. As for his idea of spending N i/:\'@ XI[1[IW because we joined for adventure is

more money on “less bulky tent-

either on the high pay band or indif-

age”, this would be a waste of money. As  ferent to the fact that fellow soldiers are losing out. |
far as I'm concerned, the only time | go admit that when | joined the Army it was for more than
near an Army tent is when the squadron  just money, but priorities change and earnings
is having a barbecue. The money would  become a driving force. SSgt O'Brien will give those
be better spent on adequate accommo-  who hold the purse strings the message that they got
dation or clothing. — Cpl S Davis, B Coy,  Pay 2000 right. As most of us know, they got it wrong.

ATR Winchester.

—WO02 M W Eynon, 16 Regt RA, Woolwich.

Very hard to explain why
my gunners are paid less

AS a soldier in the Royal Artillery I would
like to say to Fus Strickland (“Infantry’s
vital role,” Oct) that infantry soldiers
don’t win battles by themselves. Other arms
and corps play an important part too.

He shouldn’t fool himself into thinking
that the Brecon course is reason enough
for a higher pay band. Non-

them and allow soldiers to vote with their
feet. Am I being cynical to suggest that
the infantry pay banding may have some-
thing to do with trying to combat their
troubled retention figures?

Artillery soldiers are paid less than their
infantry counterparts yet they are often

called upon to fulfil infantry
infanteers attend this course QXN @ AI[I[IW roles. More than 100 of my sol-

and pass and he may be embar-
rassed to learn that my predecessor came
top of an advance course there.

I agree with SSgt O’Brien (“Stop the
moaning”, Oct) that we are all volunteers
and can leave. However, we all volun-
teered under the terms and conditions of
the day and, according to our interests,
accepted the careers offered to us. No one
expected the goalposts to be moved.

Surely it would be better to investigate
the areas of concern rather than ignore

diers recently returned from
Macedonia and Northern Ireland, and
the regiment is among those earmarked
for possible operations in Afghanistan.

I personally find it difficult to explain
the rationale for the pay disparity to my
soldiers, and I understand why they moan.

Pay 2000 is a contentious initiative,
which needs adjustment. It will continue
to be debated in many a barrack block
and mess. - WO1 (RSM) S N Com-
mander, 7 Para RHA, Aldershot.
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’2YEARS AGO
From Soldier, December 1976: The
Grant’s whisky piping championships,
| now regarded as the greatest overall
| test in the solo piping world, have been
| won by Glasgow-born Pipe Major Angus
' | MacDonald, who is pipe major of the
| Guards Depot at Pirbright. He is also the
Y holder of the Bratach Gorm (Blue
\Banner) and the Gold Banner.
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From Soldier, December 1951: A Comet

ment lies up in wooded country on the
Wiltshire border during the biggest exer- |

| cise in Britain since the Second World

War and the first in peacetime England. A

complete armoured division involving ll"*

50,000 troops and 12,000 vehicles
manoeuvred over four counties.

Not all pregnant women
are built like matchsticks

MY maternity uniform was ordered in the
middle of September. As my Combat 95
was starting to get a bit uncomfortable, I
borrowed a pair of trousers, two shirts
and a cardigan from a girl who had
recently had her baby.

When my uniform arrived at the begin-
ning of October I took one look at it and
told the Quartermaster’s Department
there was no way it would fit me.

The uniform I had borrowed was 96cm
and I had been sent a size 88cm. I was
told to give the new uniform to the soldier
I had borrowed off and keep the larger-
sized borrowed items for my use.

How can they use a chest measurement

to decide the size of maternity wear? I’'m
5ft 4in, size 12, with an average-sized bust
and am going to deliver a bigger-than-
average baby. Going by the uniforms they
provide, Bicester seems to think we’re all
built like matchsticks and have 51b babies.

We have to put up with men’s sizes in
Combat 95 so the least they can do is
ensure that during pregnancy women sol-
drers are comfortable. — Cpl Pender, 32
Regiment RA, Larkhill.

A The Defence Clothing and Textiles Pro-
ject team, to which we have forwarded a copy
of Cpl Pender's letter, responded fo similar
views carried in the Mail pages of the June
issue. — Editor

Why it's a LAST year | asked the Station Staff
. Office, in writing, if | could be con-
gOOd idea sidered for an unoccupied quarter,
for single only to be refused because | am
H single. If | lived in the UK | could
soldiers to choose to live in a private property,
be allowed  butin Germany it is more difficult.
to occupy There are a number of empty
flats in the area which will deterio-
empty rate if not properly maintained. Why
quarters can't single soldiers live in them? |
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appreciate you could have every-
one asking for one, but surely crite-
ria could be set, based on age,
conduct and length of service.

It would also give those in long-
term relationships a chance to get
to know each other better before
committing to marriage and so
reduce the divorce rate. Come on,
give us a chance. — Cpl J Wright,
AGC (SPS), 1 1G, Munster.

A5 e

He's in for a shock

| FEEL compelled to respond to the letter
from LCpl Lewin (“Unmarried, but we’ll
need a quarter for a baby"”, Oct). It is bad
enough that some people feel the need
to marry in order to “get out of the
block™; how much worse the situation
would be if people realised that by
having a child they could just as easily
obtain the right for a quarter.

It seems bizarre that LCpl Lewin is
“not ready for marriage” but thinks he is
ready to bring up a child. Marriages can
easily be ended these days, but once a
parent you are one for life. | think some-
one is in for a big shock when his bundie
of joy arrives. — Mrs S Blyth, Wilton.

Angry Marines

I HAVE to vent my anger at the unjust
decision to award the Queen’s Golden
Jubilee Medal only to full-time soldiers
with five years’ service. | believe all who
have completed phase two training
should get it. | was a serving Royal
Marine when the Silver Jubilee Medal
was issued and only five people in my
commando unit received it. This caused
resentment and disgust in the ranks.
Men who had served in Aden, Borneo
and Sarawak weren’t considered. - A W
Bond, ex-W0O2 RM, Deal, Kent.

Lifetime in uniform

ON the occasion of Her Majesty’s Silver
Jubilee in 1977, the distribution of
medals was confined in the British Army
to three medals per battalion, which went
to the CO, adjutant or RSM and a chosen
soldier. | understand the Golden Jubilee
Medal will be given only to serving per-
sonnel with five or more years’ service.

This disregards many men and women
who served in the Armed Forces
throughout her reign in active and peace-
keeping roles in conflicts all over the
world. Those of us who were in uniform
in 1977 did not get the same opportunity
to receive a medal as those serving
today.

Having served in the Army for 25 years
protecting Queen and country | feel that
dispensation should be given to people
like myself who made the Services their
lifelong career. — J A Pinkerton, London.

Focus on the Canal

YOUR article on the Suez Canal Zone
crisis (Oct) featuring Charles and Doris
Golder drew attention to our uphill strug-
gle to get a gong for this service. To live
under the threat of terrorism puts a
strain on everybody in the theatre from
the lowliest cook and bottle-washer to
the general, and this should be recog-
nised by Dr Moonie when he is deciding
whether to give us our medal. Perhaps
the unfortunate events in America under-
line this point. — Len Oliver, ex-LF, Colch-
ester, Essex.
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Let’s rehabilitate
those drug users

I AGREE with the no-drugs policy in the
Services, but believe we should be looking
beyond administrative discharges for
those tested positive. It is now socially
acceptable to take drugs and 90 per cent
of teenagers have tried them or are using
them according to one recent magazine
survey.

Yet if you drink to excess you find your-
self on a drink management course. The
Army could extend this into a drug reha-
bilitation programme. Would it not be a
better option to rehabilitate rather than
discharge personnel who might have
made a mistake but are not otherwise bad

people? There are some in the system not
worth taking the time and effort, but we
have a duty to help younger soldiers
rather than washing our hands of them

Instead of giving them a chance to be
thrown out of the Forces (an easy way out
for some) rehabilitation would make
them think twice about taking drugs. The
programme would be hard-hitting to
deter misuse.

People caught out by CDT could be
sent to rehabilitation centres to work as
assistants so they could see for themselves
the damage drugs do to people. - Sgt G
Graham, 3 Platoon, 1 RHF.

Melted boots should tell the true story

| WAS interested to read Brig Kerley’s reply to a letter enquiring about the issue of desert
boots for Saif Sareea 2 (“Why haven’t we got desert boots?”, Sept ). His compelling argu-
ment about the temperatures in Oman at this time of year sadly did not stand up to the real-
ity of searing upper 40sC endured by personnel in theatre.

Dismayed by the lack of suitable boots and hats, | bought my own, which | could afford, .

although | know many soldiers could not, and sadly they suffered as a result. They are
understandably unimpressed, although | expect the numbers of melted black boots
exchanged in the coming months will speak for them much better than | ever could.

Why are we not told that the only reason essential kit was not issued is a lack of money,
and that no matter how effective we are, we can only be made less so by inappropriate

equipment. — Capt D J Thornton AAC, CSDC, Blandford Camp.

Put onus on soldiers

LIKE Cpl Lawson, I am not a superhu-
man fitness machine but keep myself in
shape and regularly run half-marathons
and other events. Unfortunately there are
an increasing number of unfit soldiers
who at times make me embarrassed to call
myself a fellow Serviceman.

I would like to see his suggestion (“It’s
time to link fitness with salary”, Oct)
taken a step further. Why not review the
ITD (Individual Training Directive)
system and select a handful of subjects
that are directly related to soldiering,
such as the subjects taught as part of
Common Military Training (Recruits).

Personnel would feel the onus back on
them to be fit to take part in operations at

short notice and competent in the things
that keep us all alive on the battlefield.
Surely this was the idea of ITDs in the
first place.

I work as a platoon sergeant at the
Army Technical Foundation College,
Arborfield and often the only way to get
recruits to reach the required standard of
knowledge is to keep testing them until
they realise they need to revise and prac-
tice in their own time.

The odd conversation about “green”
subjects over Naafi break or in the office is
a surprisingly effective form of revision
and would see the end of soldiers who are
perceived as being too keen. — Sgt Rob
Allen, B Company, ATFC Arborfield.

Cutting remarks about letter on fitness

IN response to Cpl Lawson’s letter, I also feel strongly that a soldier who is not
up to his job should take a pay cut. As a junior commander, it is Cpl Lawson’s
job to motivate, encourage, train and discipline the ranks under his command.
It is obvious that he is not carrying out his role correctly and therefore he
should look forward to his pay cut in the near future. - LCpl M Blackman, 26
Engineer Regiment, Ludgershall.
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My shopping
trip fell foul of
discrimination
against Army

I AM tired of being discriminated
against because I am in the Army. The
problem is mainly with finance compa-
nies, which seem to think that if you’re
in the Army you won’t keep up your
repayments.

Here are a couple of examples: I
was out shopping with my wife on
leave from Northern Ireland and
wanted to buy a mobile phone. Every-
thing was sorted until I gave my BFPO
address, at which point the very young
“sales adviser” told me that I couldn’t
have the particular phone in question
without a letter from my commanding
officer.

CAR SALE OFF

On another occasion I paid the
deposit on a car, the garage confirmed
that the vehicle was ready for collec-
tion and all I had to do was provide
them with two forms of ID. I assumed
my driving licence and Forces ID card
would be sufficient, but I should have
known berter.

As soon as the salesman saw I was in
the Army the sale was off, because
their policy was not to give finance to
serving personnel.

As a 27-year-old married lance cor-
poral I would like to think that I can be
trusted with my own finances. Besides
which, just what has my CO got to do
with which mobile phone I use?

ANIMAL SHELTER

It’s not just the finance companies,
though. I once went to an animal shel-
ter to get a dog as a pet, which cost me
£55. For their records, the shelter
asked for my address and, on seeing it,
demanded a letter from my CO. They
refused to let us take the dog, even
though by this time it was in the car,
ready to accompany us to its new
home.

People I know have even been
refused a mortgage because they are
members of the Armed Forces. I feel
this is wrong and that finance compa-
nies should be told not to discriminate
against the Armed Services. — LCpl
Collins, Northern Ireland.

® Has anyone else been a victim of
retail discrimination because you are in
the Army? If you have, we would like to
hear from you. Remember to include the
name of the outlet or service provider
and how you believe you were discrimi-
nated against. — Editor



TALKBACK

The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

Sig Kevin Downey,
16 Sig Regt,
Banja Luka

A union could be
beneficial. We
would have
someone to
speak for us on
trades as our pay
band is poor and |
am better qualified
than a BT techni-
cian. He would .
receive a lot more )\ 5
than | would if he

were to come out here and do the job lam
doing. We need someone to speak for us.

Cpl Steve Kerrigan,
111 Pro Coy RMP,
Banja Luka

It might be difficult
because there are
SO many unions
with different
requirements and
different agendas.
| see no call for a
union; it does not
need a union to
put things right. It
might cause more
problems than it would solve.

LCpl Dave Diesel,
AGC(SPS), att
RMP, Banja Luka
We could have a
union or some-
thing similar. The
only place | can
presently view an
opinion is in some-
thing like Soldier
magazine, so there
should be a recog-
nised outside body to deal with issues.

Soldiers in the Dutch Army are allowed to join
a trade union. We asked officers, NCOs and
privates deployed in Bosnia if they thought the
idea should be extended to the British Army

Capt George Sale,
2 RGJ,
Mrkonjic Grad
A bad idea. The
Army should not
be modelled on
large industrial
organisations. The
way we operate is
through a chain of
command and if you
bring a trade union
into it you are effective-
ly undermining that
chain of command.

And that is the only thing that makes it work
in a war-fighting situation. You would be
pulling the rug out from under the feet of the
commanders.

Capt Karen
Banks,

7 Tpt Regt RLC,
Banja Luka

Trade unions -
no. We already
have an Army of
barrack-room
lawyers who
restrict and inhib-
it the way in
which we work.
To introduce
people to for-
malise that

- process would
just bring us all to a standstill. We have a
chain of command, with ways to address
matters. You don’t need an outside entity
to do that for you.

Interviews: Ray Routledge Pictures: Mike Weston

Cpl Jimmy
Greaves,

2 RGJ,
Banja Luka

Trade unions ~ no
way. The moment we
do that, the British
Army — the best in the world — would d|sap-
pear because discipline would go. We've
gone far enough already with the human
rights laws.

Maj ‘PJ’ Price-
James,

AGC (SBS),
Banja Luka

| believe that
other nations see
the British Army
as the best in the
world. If you bring
in trade unions |
think it would be
detrimental to our
standing. Things

would go downhill and undermine the
chain of command.

Rin Zeb McKinnon,
2 RGJ, Banja Luka

A trade union could
be a good thing.

| People in higher
command can’t

| always see things

' through our eyes
so a representative
to put things up the
chain of command
would be a good
thing.
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