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CYRENAICA: We Have Da le 
Pending a decision by the United Nations, 
Britoin has  recognised the Grond Sanuori as 
head of o fkee tyrenaica. The British Army, 
which has done much to put the Arabs back 
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FROM THE ARMY ... TO-THE EMIR 
flE road zllang wWlh the Elghth A m y  and the AI& Korps T uml to &ase ea& other crosses lbe Wadi Kuf betweccl Dame 

and Cyrene. Here towering cllll-faces sugpest a Colorado clayon L. 
mlntature. 

During the last Axis retreat the road was cut in four places. the 
two bridges were blown and the long viaduct which hugs the cliff 
was deprived of a 2004001 section, 

Eighth A m y  engineers built a temporary. but difficult, road along 
the Wadi. Last year it was decided to restore the prenous road, 
and despite shortage of plant and difficult terrain the Sappers have 
done the job in six monttp. 

One broken bridge was replaced by a 2BO-foot Bailey in three 
spans on 50-loot piers; the other was circumvented by a diveraim, 
which meant blasting into the cliff-face, The gap in the viaduct was 
filed hy another Sailey; a tricky ka t .  as the viaduct gradient was 
1 in I4  and the new section could not be allowed to 'creep' dowo- 
hill in the heat. The Bailey is embedded in codcrete at the lower end, 
and elsewhere rests on greased base-plates which enable it to slide 
when expanding. 

The job was done by the 22nd Field Engineer Regiment (12th and 
23rd Field Squadron and a detachment of 6th Field Park Squadron], 
helped by 2041 Mauritian Pioneer Company. 
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HE Unfon Jack still flia above Benghazi's Street d 
hhyendence. and the Brllbh soMLer Is very lllch th&e. T Bnt the Army'. mIaSion In I949 Is a peaceful one. 

In fact the Army's role h a s  
undergone three changes in 
the period of occupation. The 
Eighth A m y  came to conquer 
the Germans and Italians; 
lbose who followed stayed to 
liberate, tohelp the nativepopu- 
lation stand on feet  they had 
never been allowed to use; 
now the third "generation" of 
the Army is there to help 
guide the Cyrenaican Arab 
Government towards final in- 
dependence. 

The difference is tbat the Army 
stays in the background. the silent 
service the Arabs have grown to 
trust, while all !Me civil iespon- 
sihillties have been passed over 
to the Foreign Office. 

In the early days of British oc- 
cupation. the "donkey w o r e  of 
rehabilitation and resettlement 
was carried out almost entirely 
hy the Army. This meant more 
than making a few rules and re- 
gulations. The 3OO.(Ro people 
whom the Army liberated had had 
very little opportunity of looking 
after themselves. Por must of the 
30 years of Italian rule. the Arab 
followers 01 the Grand Senusoi 
had waqed an incessant guerilla 
war against the flalians in the 
Jebel al Akhdar mountains. By 
way of reprisal. they were deqied 
any share in the g o v e m e n t  of 
their country and were cut off 
from almost every form of 
education. 

When the British Army took 
over this country (twice (IS large 
as the United Kingdom) the 
papulation were almost entirely 
nomadic and illiterate. They were 
poor. underfed. d i swed.  nearly 
111 unskilled workerr. The Army 
eetablished &ools. hospitals and 
cliaics. and a l'alioniug system. 
After that cam settlement on the 
laud. In Italian tlmes, the rich 
harley Beldr were a monopoly of 
colonists brought in hxq im- 
poverished areas oi Italy. Th? 
Army to& over the comfartahle 
solid larrnsteads built by the 
Italians and installed Arab fam- 
ilies. Farm macbiner). was pro- 
vided and acldier-experts were 
hmught in; UMler British military 
administration 3O.ooO acres were 
cultivated on the Barce p W .  

Gradoally the Arahs were 
taught to drive trucks and use 
typewriters. Lo share the varied 
and complex problems that fall 
on any government. Early this 
year. when the  Army handed over 

civil government to &e Foreign 
OfficS, the immense lob of or- 
ganisation it had set itself in 1942 
wa8 almost compleled. Nearly 
every dild in the country was 
golng to*s&ml. thousands were 
receiving secondary education; 
the land was cultivated and the 
h a N m  promising; and men who 
a few years befote had been 
hounded in the hills were control- 
ling the affairs 01 their native 
land. A proud man today is the 
Emir. a y y i d  fdris el Seoussi, 

British Government's decis. 
ion to grant the Cyrenaican 
people independence in internal 
affaus ts a tribute no leas to the 
Army than to the capacity for 
learning Of the Arabs themselves. 

E r w  ery WIV~CR 
in tish played its 
part in this training of the Arab; 
towards nationhood. The Royal 
kngineen built 5 d  repaired 
roads and bridges, Royak Signals 
opened up and maintained a 
communications system acros? 
hundreds of mike. of mountain 
passes and deaert. the RAMC set 
UP hospitals and public health 
facilities in the remotest part. of 
the country. Even the Royal 
A m y  Veterinary Corps were 
there, inspecting and tending ani- 
mak in the Bedouin encampments. 

And how is Me far the British 
wldier in Cyrenaica? . 

He ha6 fallen heir to Musso- 
lini's prized holiday towns. 
C o a s t a l  resorts on which mlllions 
of lire were spent Today. too, the 

Cyrene (see SOLDER, September 
1B41 and walk ancient Greek 
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A Fine Job 
streets and Roman causeways on 
which, five centuries before the 
hirlh of Christ, thousands flocked 
to do homage to the  god Apollo 
and to consult Ihe oracles. 

Twelve miles from Cyrene, 
Army Welfare has opened the 
Apollonia Leave Camp, which will 
eventually accommodate over 200 
Army tourists. including families, 

Apollonia is a tiny town. once 
the seaport 1orCyrene.on thecoast 
below a thousand-foot drop from 
the mountain passes. There can 
be no better place to relax any- 
where in Middle Earl. 
The soldier who stays there 

finds everything laid on for his 
comfort: good food. sports. trips 
to the antiquities or into the 
mountain ranges. organised ac- 
tivities if he wants them or com- 
plete freedom if he prefers. 

Apollonia boasts the finest 
natural bathing pool in North 
Africa. Cleopatra's Pool, a few 
miles outside the town, is cut out 
of sheer rock on three sides to a 
depth of nearly 40 feet. The pool 
faces inland. so that, although 
the salt sea is only 20 yards 
away the leave camp guests can 
bathe in water that is always 
fresh and crystal-clear. 

Many troops from Tripoli make 
the 600-mile road journey to 
Cyrenaica to visit Cyrene and 
Apollonia. although traffic on the 
Qpposite route is almost as heavy. 
Servicemen stationed in the com- 
paratively quiet Cyrenaican gar- 
risons at Benghazi. . Tobruk or 
Derna often spend their leaves in 
Tripoli, which is the place for the 
visitor who wants a gay time 
rather than a rest. 

At Baltisti. off the beaten track 
in one of the deep-cut valleys of 
the Cyrenaican mountainside, the 
Army has taken over an old 

Fascist settlement and transform- 
ed it into a Christian leadership 
centre. 

However many attractions theri 
may he for the garrisons in Nortt 
Africa, the British soldier's fir= 
belief is that there is no placc 
like home. And. by a special ar. 
rangement with a London ail 
charter company, the lu&ier ones 
can fly home to spend a year's 
accumulated leave. 

This is a private scheme which, 
though organised through the 
Army, has to be paid for by the 
soldier (or his parents). The 
return journey costs €50, payable 
either in Cyrenaica or in Britain. 
Provided sufficient passengers 
come forward. there is a monthly 
service from an airport near 
London to Benina. just outside 
Bengbazi. Aircraft used are 21- 
seater Vikings. which take 12 
hours each way. 

Cyrenaica was the first districl 
in the Middle East to operate 
the home-by-air-and-back-again 
sheme. hut other districts are now 
interested in the possibilities. 
So far. remarkably enough, there 
has been a bigger response from 
other ranks than from o1ficers:One 
Viking carried 16 men and seven 
officers, another 15 against 11. 

The idea is popular. despite the 
very considerable problem pre- 
sented by that €50. To make 
things easier. Cyrenaica District 
has raffled a number of tickets 
in aid of the Red Cross at 
five shillings a time, thereby 
providing a trip for Servicemen 
who might not otherwise be able 
to travel and also raising- funds 
for the local hospitals. 

Breakfast iuBenghazi and dinner 
in London all for five shillings 
isn't bad, if you can get it. 

SlDNEY W E I L A N D  

I senussi horsemen hove helped the British Army to 
kae order in  the remote areos of Cyrenaica. 
whiL the Arabs have learned self-government. 
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SAPPERS' TOWN 
N a corner of Canada, a place-name recalls 400 Roy. 
Engineers who spared t h e  from bulldlng military lnslalla 

ions to help bmUd np a young colony. 
Sapperton. In the suburbs of New Weslmlnster. Britis 

Colsmhia. was origirratly the camp h i l t  to house the 1 r q  
and their t lmll ia 90 years ago. when New Westminder llre 
was only just starting. 

Today all traces of the camp was used to clear away tree 
are gone and on its site is now to make streets. Meanwhil 
a prison. But the community the troops began to build the 
the camp's occupants helped permanent wooden camp 
set up has grown and prosper- Sapperton. about a mile awa 
ed; some of their descendants ney also put up the fir; 
are among its citizens. Anglican churches at N e  

The first of the Sappers WestminsteK and Sapperto 
reached Vancouver Island in and Ihe first hchoolhousl 
November 1858 and the rest They surveyed and laid 01 
arrived the following April new townships. established th 
after a six-months' journey lands and works departmei 
round Cape Horn. and ran the Government prin 

ing office. 
officer. Colonel R. C. Moody, A Sapper officer was a1 
was chief commissioner of pointed colonial treasurer an 
lands and works. He was im- he established the treasur 
mediately involved in a con- and a branch of the Imperii 
troversy over the site Of the Mint at New Westminste 
capital which was to he built The Engineers designed th 
on the mainland. first provincial coat-of-arm 

He disapproved the Gov- and the old British Columhi 
ernor's suggestion. on mill- posiage stamps. 
tary grounds. and made hi5 In 1863 the Sappers wer 
own choice. But Moody's own mustered out of the servic 
officers disagreed with him and all the officers and 30 me 
and recommended a place near went hack to England, Th 
the mouth of the River Fraser. rest stayed on. 
Moody retorted by' ordering A newspaper of 1906 says 
his senior captain. Jack Grant. "Of these only 18 are no, 
later a general. to make the known to reside here and thei 
first cut at a tree. afford a roster c 

Reluctantly the captain A S -  honourable achievement, sterl 
ed the axe. Then he lowered ing patriotism and a higi 
it again. "Colonel." he said. ideal of'puhlic trust." 
"with much submission I Will In 1889. when fmperia 
not ask to do it. Will you . .  , authorities decided to ertab 
take the responsibility of lish a naval base at Esqui 
making the first cut?' malt, a small Sapper part 

Moody asked Grant for his returned to British Columbi, 
reasons. He watched Grant to make a survey near thl 
walk to the water's edge and city. Another Sapper =tal 
point along the bank. A Couple visiled Esquimalt in 1893 18 
of miles further down. the prepare a scheme for fortify 
captain explained. was the inq the harbour and they wer' 
head of the tide Water. A Site alio used to train a detachmen 
there would enable large ships of the Royal Marine Artiller: 
to come to the new rity. in submarine mining. Stil 

The colonel was convinced more arrived in 1894 to super 
and the party climbed into vise civilian labour on defencl 
their boat. Two miles down- work and in turn they wer, 
stread the colonel ordered the reinforced by another party U 
first cut in the huge cedars 19W. 
edging the river. Turning to During their stay in Esqui 
his officers'he said. "We will malt the Sappers built eigh 
call this city Queenborough." batteries for heavy, mediun 

That started another contro- and light guns, a suhmarini 
versy - with Victoria. which mining establishment. an ord 
claimed to be the "only per- nance depot and ertensivi 
missible Queen city." The barrack accommodation. Fo 
matter was eventually settled several years they carried ou 
by Queen Victoria who gave the duties of the Army Servici 
lhe new city the name of New Corps. Ordnance and Pal 
Westminster. Offices. In 1906. the Sapper 

The site was split into lots major was in command of al 
and auctioned and the money t r o o ~ ~  in Esauimalt Garrison 

The senior Royal Engineers 
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Above: Over into the 
British Zona. . . but 
those suitcases wi l l  be 
searched before their 
owners go any farther. 

Ldc: the boundory-hop- 
pws tell their tale. But it 
has to be a good one.. . 

Right: the'pafrols of the 
Royal HorreCuards often 
dop to compare notes 
with the Gwman polite. 

Below: A ause for o 
brew-up. f)his is one 
thing you can't do on 
Horse Guards Parade. 
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The*'cy" of* 
Guards A&- 
wred Mvislon. 

AM( slap= In .The Blues' tend to lnaplre a good deal R 01 ugnmtmt among other soldiers. A man weartng three 
skipea and a c m v n  Is addrrrusd by wmrades as 'Corporal': 
so ir a man who weam two strlpes i d  a crown. The first I s  
a Corporal of Hone, a rank equlvalmt to that of serjeant. 

There are no serjeants in the Regiment and he may hold 
the Royal Horse Guards. any rank up to that of colonel. 
Everything is "mrporay right So may the Quartermaster. A 
up to the Squadron Quarter- few years before the war out of 
maSter-COrpOral, who wears 25 officers in the Regiment. five 
four stripes upside down plus were colonels or lieut-colonels. 
a crown. and the Regimental 
Corporal Major, who is the 
equivalent of an RSM. AII custom in the Royal Horse 

Guards is that of saluting with 
their stripes. Lance-corporals 01 without caps. There are 
have two sfripes, The word various theories as to how this 
.sser,eant" is not used because arose. none of them authen- 
in the old days it denoted a tichted. but the habit inspires 

while ..corporal" endless enquiries and wise- 
means the leader of a body of cracks from men Of Line 
men. Well into the eighteenth giments. 
century the Blues were all Before the war. one of the 
'private gentlerden'. Troopers troopers' most derished pri- 
insfsted on being called vileges was that of wearing 
'Mister'. civilian clothes when off duty. 

The only unusual officer Regulations were strict. and 
rank is that of Comet, whi& ea& man had to present his 
takes the place of second suit for inspection before being 
lieutenant, The term priginat. allowed to wear it. In London, 
ed the Spanish word bowler hats or felt hats were 
.cometa,.fora typeofpennanti the order, but at Windsor cloth 

of punishment a trooper's civil- by the ian suit could he condscated 
The medical officer does not and he could be made to walk 

belong to the RAMC, hut to out in uniform. 

the most 

a cmwo 

the troop pennant was carried could 'e Worn. BY 
'' comet' 
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pew might well have wondered 
I! the war bad s M a d  again too. 
The mar of tank engines and 

n d  g m  Mea stabbed the 
I c n a o f e x F l ~ . b o a L t h a a i r  

make Md dust that drifted 
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