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‘The boys sent
me a plastic
blow-up sword
in case |
needed
to fight
my way
out, a tin
of Barbie
spaghetti

60 YEARS AT O
KEEPING YOU FIT Fieur |
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“Right lads, one for every year . .. just for me!”

and a tie
...alsoa
plastic
aeroplane and
some hangover
tablets.” - Maj
Andy Harrison

- Pages 4-5
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‘After tax and National Insur-
ance, my allowance amount-
ed to £544. It wasn't quite the
£1,000 mentioned in various
documents relating to reten-
tion initiatives.

Letter from a warrant officer
- Page 70
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Pln, 255 Signal Squadron, 16 Signal
Regiment watches the sun come up
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to soldier

lobTI;at
demands
so much

HE was in mortal danger . . .
so his mates sent him a blow-
up sword with which to fight
his way out of the jungle.

Who says our spirit of
adventure is on the wane?

Maj Andy Harrison, who
tells his story on the next two
pages, spent weeks as a cap-
tive of Sierra Leone’s drug-
fuelled Revolutionary United
Front. Undaunted, he has
returned to West Africa to
finish the job he started.

Sweating under the same
sun are soldiers of The Royal
Anglian Regiment trying very
hard to instil discipline and
backbone into Sierra Leone’s
official army. The Royal Regi-
ment of Fusiliers, meanwhile,
is on patrol in Pristina’s mean
streets, separating Serb from
revenge-seeking Albanian.

+t e

These are not situations
faced by your average citizen.

The demands on our sol-
diers are radically different
from most other occupations.
In addition to competence,
they require high discipline,
selfless commitment, courage,
loyalty and respect for others.

“. .. being a force for good
does not just mean cuddling
orphans and giving aspirins
and cups of tea to old ladies.
It also entails producing a
highly effective, well-
equipped, trained fighting
force,” the Chief of the
Defence Staff said in an inter-
view recently.

L

He also revealed that £8
million had been allocated to
be spent on complying with'
the European Court of
Human Rights.

Next month the Human
Rights Act 1998 becomes law,
challenging in ways yet to be
tested (perhaps yet to be
recognised) the requirement
for this hugely effective cul-
ture of discipline and obedi-
ence to value the rights of its
individuals.

Pass the blow-up sword . . .
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Special interview

Return to

war zone

Maj Andy Harrison's escape from Sierra
Leone put him in headlines. Now he has

returned to complete the job he started

Interview: Ray Routledge

THE dramatic rescue of Maj Andy Harri-
son and several dozen UN colleagues
from the jungles of West Africa caught the
media’s imagination and made interna-
tional headlines.

Yet a couple of weeks after being reunit-
ed with his wife Carolyn and daughters
Phillippa and Isabel at RAF Northolt,
Maj Harrison quietly slipped out of
Britain and returned to Sierra Leone.

Two days before he left, the officer from
the 2nd Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment told Soldier about his time as a pris-
oner. “My job was to facilitate the Lome
Peace Accord, which requires the rebels
to decommission weapons,” he explained.
“] was part of a team that deployed into
Kailahun, a town in the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) heartland.

“There was an Indian UN garrison in
the town. We had been there for several
weeks, the signs were good and there was
a feeling of optimism.” Maj Harrison
met and worked with the rebels daily.
Then the 11 observers were called to a
meeting with the RUF commander at
Kailahun. :

“We were told there was to be a
peaceful protest and that we would
be held by the RUF for a while

held some people in the
town of Makeni the previ-
ous night.”

He and his fellow obser-
vers were paraded through
Kailahun before being
taken to a small rebel
base in a village about
‘half an hour away, close
to the Liberian border.
All he had were his
clothes, a compass,
some malaria tablets
and his passport.

~ The prisoners were

put in a house with cells and barred win-
dows. It was dark, had concrete floors, a
leaking roof and was riddled with rats.
After a few days of living on mangos and
paw-paw they started to get food brought
in from the Indian UN company at
Kailahun. Using a smuggled camera, Maj
Harrison took photographs of his sur-
roundings.

“The third day was bad because two
RUF soldiers were killed in Makeni. That
afternoon our captors threatened to kill
a Russian peacekeeper, Andrea, and
myself. We negotiated hard and things
stabilised. It was not an experience I
would like to go through every day.”

The rebel soldiers made it clear that if
any of their pris-
oners escaped,
they would kill
the same num-

ber from those left behind. After 11 days,
by which time some members of the
group had become badly traumatised, the
captives were returned to their house in
Kailahun. It had been looted.

With the team leader ill, Maj Harrison
took command and with Andrea and a
Pakistani officer decided to seize the
initiative. The three walked past their
guards and down the road to meet

the rebel colonel.

“I saw him and casually asked if

we could pop into the Indian

location and he agreed. I rush-
ed to the Indian compound,
scrounged a vehicle, got all the
others from the house and
drove back to join the 200
soldiers at the Indian

\ garrison. From that

moment we were no
longer hostages and
still not free to leave,
but we were armed.”

Although the Indian
compound was deep
in rebel territory, food convoys were
allowed in. “Despite the routine looting,
one convoy contained a package ad-
dressed to me that amazingly got through.

“Inside was a sat-phone,” he laughed.
“It was the first time I was able to speak
properly to my chain of command.”

The sat-phone was to prove vital in
Harrison’s eventual escape.

He chuckled as he recalled a second
parcel. “One convoy brought a bag which
British observer mates had packed. There
was a change of clothes, washing Kkit,
beer and biscuits. And there was the
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4 Carolyn Harrison, pic-
tured with Andy,
endured an anxious
few weeks before her
husband’s return, but
can see one funny

“Once he had the sat-

side to his adventure.
and phoning me
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\ Meanwhile, at home

phone he’'d call me at
the most obscure

while I'm at the
check-out at Sains-

places,” she bury’s. It didn’t seem
explained. “Here's real.
my husband trapped “l know he wants

thousands of miles
away in the jungle

to go back to finish
the job and | think it’s
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¢The boys sent me a blow-
up sword in case | had
to fight my way out ?

the right thing to do.")

British sense of hu-
mour, too. The boys
sent me things like a
tin of chicken curry
because they knew
I was eating curry
three times a day,
a plastic blow-up
sword in case I
needed to fight my
way out, a tin of
Barbie spaghetti
and a tie.

“] asked for a
helicopter and they sent me a plastic
aeroplane and some hangover tablets.

“Maost welcome were the clothing and
rations. The whole British support system
was fantastic right through, from my
observer colleagues to the massive opera-
tion that was going on in the back-
ground.”

But an increase in tension resulted in
food supplies being cut off.

“One Friday night I got an indication
that something was happening. It was sur-
real because [ was told a guy wanted to

Goodie box: Maj Andy Harrison, above, gets
a little light relief from a parcel he received

Ready: Maj Harrison on guard in a bunker,
left, in the Indian compound at Kailahun

Cell mate: This was Maj Harrison’s “home”
for 11 days, inset. The photograph was taken
on a camera smuggled into the rebel base

play chess on the sat-phone and his open-

ing move was D-1. I knew a rescue was
coming.”

The captives prepared kit ready for the
operation, which
was to be a simul-
taneous helicopter

extraction and a

breakout on the
ground.

“It rained that
night but I was in
constant touch so
knew what was hap-
pening.

“] heard the heli-

copters at 0600 but
there was driving rain
and visibility of only
about 50 metres so

I thought they would

abort. When I saw the
two Chinooks coming
towards me it was like

something out of a

movie.

“I got the observers
and injured troops on to
the first helicopter and more Indian
troops on the second. The other Indians
fought their way out, losing one soldier
and seven injured.”

Next stop for Andy Harrison was home
and the prospect of two years at Shriven-
ham. But not before one final trip to
Sierra Leone.

“There is a peace process developing
and things are slowly improving and
although I could have stayed at home, it
would mean leaving a job half done.”
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People, places, events

A 20-strong British Army combat
shooting team firing SA80 took on
and beat some of the world’s best
military sharpshooters in an interna-
tional competition in Canada last
month.

They won ten out of 12 individual
rifle matches and five out of six team
events against Canada, the US
Army, US Marines and the Royal

SA80 shoots British Army to top of the world

Gurung of The Royal Gurkha Rifles
won the open individual rifle cham-
pionship using a standard SAB80,
while WO2 David Delaney, RE, pic-
tured right, took the international
individual sniper competition firing
the Army’s standard L96 sniper rifle.

In the light machine-gun competi-
tion, the British light-support
weapon (LSW), a much-criticised
version of the SA80, swept the

board, winning all individual and
pairs matches against teams using
American and Canadian weapons.

The team won the international
four-man-team rifle match for the
Deimaco Trophy for the fourth time
running and also the tough nine-man
Soldiers’ Cup Match, which involves
a two-mile march-and-shoot, firing
rifles and LSW. The team also won
the four-man Soldiers’ Cup.

LNetherlands Army. Sgt Lalitbahadur

Discip
NIt Rignts

CHANGES to the Army Act 1955
which will take effect on October 2 will
ensure that the needs of a disciplined
fighting Service are balanced against
the needs of individuals.

The implementation date coincides
with the coming into force of the
Human Rights Act 1998. The changes,
which focus on summary dealing and
custody, are being introduced under
the Armed Forces Discipline Act 2000
and apply also to the Royal Navy and
Royal Air Force.

The Act upholds the authority of
commanding officers to exercise disci-
plinary powers needed to ensure that
units can work effectively in peace and
on operations.

Summary discipline, military cus-
* tody and the court-martial will remain,
but will be changed to reflect the need

Ine reforms

balance

to safeguard the rights of individuals.

There are three principal changes:

® Summary discipline will include
the right to elect for trial by court-mar-
tial on any charge before the start of the
summary hearing;

@® There will be a right of appeal
against summary findings and punish-
ments;

@® Military custody of more than 48
hours will require the authorisation of a
judicial officer.

Since July, commanders and key staff
have been attending courses to prepare
for the changes.

A considerable amount of detailed
work has also been done to ensure other
rules and regulations affecting wider
aspects of military life and of the
Army’s work are compatible with the
Human Rights Act.

Gen Irwin to take over in Northern Ireland

MAJ Gen Alistair Irwin, late BW, is to
succeed Lt Gen Sir Hew Pike as GOC
Northern Ireland in the rank of lieu-
tenant general. Currently Military Sec-
retary, he will take over in December.
Other recent senior appointments
include Maj Gen Cedric Delves, late D
and D and currently Chief Joint Force
Operational Readiness and Training,
Permanent Joint Headquarters, who
will be promoted lieutenant general

before taking over from Lt Gen Sir John
Deverell as Deputy C-in-C Land Com-
mand in March.

Gen Irwin 1s to be replaced by Maj
Gen Peter Grant Peterkin, late QOH,
currently commanding 5th Division,
and Brig (Acting Maj Gen) Graham
Messervy-Whiting, late Int Corps and
currently Head of Interim Military
Staff, European Union, is to be pro-
moted major general.

Knights of
the pageant

MAJ Gen Evelyn Webb-Carter and and Maj
Michael Parker have been knighted for the part
they played in the pageant put on to celebrate the
Queen Mother's 100th birthday.

Gen Webb-Carter, GOC London District and
Major General Household Division, was chair-
man of the committee behind the pageant. Maj
Parker, who produced the show on Horse Guards
Parade, has earned a formidable reputation as
the man behind many of Britain's most successful
military spectaculars.

Both men were appointed Knight Commanders
of the Royal Victorian Order in a special honours
list issued by the Queen to mark the anniversary.

Col William Toby Browne was appointed Lieu-
tenant of the Victorian Order for his work as
pageant organiser while Capt William de Rouet,
IG, the Queen Mother's equerry, and WO Alan
Mason, Coldm Gds, the pageant parade
sergeant major, have been appointed Members.

Prince in the jungle

PRINCE William learned of his A level grades while
on exercise with the Welsh Guards in Belize. The
18-year-old prince, second-in-line to the throne,
was in the jungle early in the morming when an offi-
cer told him that London was trying to contact him.
At base camp he was able to read an e-mail from
Eton informing him his grades were sufficient to win
him a place at St Andrews University.

@® Two days before the prince arrived, 15 Welsh
Guardsmen were hurt, two seriously, when their
four-tonner left a jungle track.

Troops back on patrol in Belfast

TWO companies of the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets returned to the streets of Belfast
last month after a loyalist feud sparked gun battles
and arson attacks in the Shankhill. It was the first
time since December 1998, with the exception of
Drumcree, that troops have patrolled in the city.

® The Training Accident Investigation
Team (Army) moved from Upavon to Nether-
avon last month. lts new address is Airfield
Camp, Netheravon, Salisbury, Wilts SP4 9SF.
TAIT(A) can also be contacted on 01980
678593 or (mil) 94321 8593.

| @ Soldiers from RAF Akrotiri-based Cyprus
.

Engineering Unit and two REME soldiers from
London District are travelling to Zambia next
month to help wildlife artist David Shepherd
save rhino and other endangered species. The
20-strong Army team of specialists will work
with volunteers from the Shepherd Founda-
tion and members of the Zambian Wildlife
Authority in the country’s national parks.

N

® A team from the Gurkha Demonstration
Company, RMA Sandhurst finished the 100-
mile Trailwalker UK 2000 in 10hr 33min, 62
minutes inside the previous record. The non-
stop challenge across the South Downs Way
attracted 230 military and civilian teams of
four. Proceeds go towards school building
projects in Nepal.

J
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| People, places, events

Battles on Plain
to enter a new
era of realism

(lumbmg partners

Going up: Rfn Lee Woodcock, RGJ, checks out
Dima Sergeeva, 4, from Belarus, before the little
boy had a go on a climbing wall at Palace Bar-
racks, Holywood, Northern Ireland. Dima, one of
50 children sponsored by a Belarus-Chernobyl
charity and staying with families in the Province,
was entertained by the Army at the barracks on
the outskirts of Belfast. Picture: Army News Team, HQ N

Cheap at the price

A cut above the rest: Bdr Phil Stallard trims the
hair of his battery commander, Maj Steve Long,
and donates his DM10 charge to local charities.
Both men are members of the Highland Gunners
- 19 Regiment RA — which returned to Colchester
last month at the end of a six-month pan-Balkans
tour during which its units were deployed in both
Kosovo and Bosnia. It was 19 Regiment's first
operational deployment with the AS90 since it
was converted from the light gun last November.

CONSTRUCTION of what is being
hailed as the world’s most sophisticated
battlefield training system has begun at
Westdown Camp on Salisbury Plain
Training Area.

The Area Weapons Effects Simulator
(AWES) will revolutionise and enhance
training on the Plain, creating a more
realistic battlefield environment by sim-
ulating the effects of area weapons,
including artillery, mines and nuclear,
biological and chemical attack.

With every soldier and vehicle linked
to a global positioning device, AWES
will know exactly where all the “players”
are, allowing the introduction of simu-
lated artillery barrages and minefields.
Casualties and other knock-on effects
will be automatically applied.

AWES is capable of supporting exer-
cises at battle-group scale up to a maxi-
mum of about 300 vehicles and 1,200
dismounted soldiers. Data captured

Czech
mates

That’s where
we're going:
Members of
the new
British Mili-
tary Advisory
and Training
Team for Cen-
tral Europe
(BMATT CEE)
point to the
Czech
Republic,
where they
will be based.
From left to
right are Sgt Dave Wakley
RM, CSqgt Klaus Blake, 2
Para, Sgt Chris Hollen-
der, 1 QLR, Sgt Greg

Broadstock, 1 Kings and
Sgt Dave Garside, 2 LI,
who will be part of the
new Outreach team pro-

during the battle can be reviewed later
in minute detail.

The £40 million system is similar to
one being built at the British Army
Training Unit Suffield (BATUS) in
Canada. Supplied by California-based
Cubic Defense Systems, they are the
next generation of the highly sophisti-
cated simulators currently in service
with the US Army.

Since 1994, the British Army’s simu-
lator training has been carried out with
a direct-fire laser system (DFWES),
which mimics line-of-site weapons such
as machine-guns, missile launchers and
rifles and allows force-on-force freeplay
battles.

Building work is scheduled to finish
in April next vear and the simulator
should be in operation by April 2002.
Three of the four masts which will serve
the AWES system have already been
erected on the Plain.

moting democratically
accountable armed .
forces throughout cen-
tral and eastern Europe. *

Picture: Graeme Main

a

® The UK has dropped the multi-national
MR Trigat anti-tank guided weapon project,
already ten years behind schedule, in
favour of a national programme. MR Trigat,
developed at a cost of £100 million, was to
have replaced Milan.

® Greece's senior soldier, Gen Para-

gioudakis, has laid a wreath at the grave of
Brig Stephen Saunders at Melbury
Osmond, near Yeovil. Brig Saunders, the
military attaché, was murdered in Athens.

® Three-quarters of the Defence Evalu-
ation and Research Agency (DERA) is to
be turned into a private-sector company.
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More than
600 pipers,
drummers
and bands-
men packed
the famous
Esplanade at
Edinburgh
Castle to take
part in Scot-
land’s tribute
to the Queen
Mother on
her 100th
birthday.

Produced
by Brig Mel
Jameson, the
event was the
largest single
gathering of
military musi-
cians ever
assembled
on the

Esplanade.
Picture:
Mark Owens

Sierra Leone findings:
82 affected by malaria

FOLLOWING the exposure of some
troops to malaria in Sierra Leone, an
Armed Forces’ board of inquiry found
that there were areas in which existing
procedures and responsibilities should
be more rigorously enforced and other
procedures which would need to be
reviewed.

The board, which looked into the
medical preparedness of British troops
deployed to West Africa, found some
200 troops arrived in theatre without
anti-malaria tablets because of the
speed of the deployment. Supplies were
quickly issued in theatre.

Other units on a higher state of readi-
ness were adequately prepared.

Out of a peak deployment of 4,500
troops, 82 were affected by malaria as at
July 19. This represented 1.8 per cent of
the total force, “which is well within the
numbers to be expected given that no

anti-malarial drugs can provide 100 per
cent guaranteed protection, particularly
under the operational conditions of the
deployment”, said the report.

The findings confirmed that troops
were ordered to start anti-malaria treat-
ment as soon as reasonably practical.

The board also identified an encour-
aging “but perhaps misguided” desire
for individuals to volunteer for the oper-
ation, despite their being medically
unprepared. Some commanders, after
making a risk assessment, decided to
deploy with unprepared personnel.

Immunisations were out of date in
only. two per cent of Army personnel,
19 per cent of Royal Navy and 15 per
cent of Royal Air Force personnel.

C-in-Cs are taking immediate steps
to action the recommendations of the
board of inquiry, co-ordinated by the
Surgeon General.
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® The Duke of Edinburgh, left, spoke to
Kohima veterans after taking the salute at
what is likely to be their final parade at York
Minster. A Kohima reunion has been held
every year at Imphal Barracks in York to
commemorate the pivotal battle which, in
1944, halted the Japanese advance in Asia.

Prince Philip laid a wreath for those who fell.

Demolition job: Royal Engineers manoeuvre
plant into position as work begins to demolish
Borucki sangar, a heavily protected and frequent-
ly attacked observation tower overlooking Cross-
maglen's main square, Northern Ireland. The post
was named in memory of 19-year-old Pte James
Borucki, killed by a bicycle bomb nearby in 1976.
The sixth member of the security forces to be
murdered in the area in seven years, his death led
to the construction of the sangar. In the next 24
years, three soldiers were killed in the area.
Over the years the sangar was home to small,
hand-picked teams of soldiers working six-month
tours of continuous duty, interrupted by just nine
days of leave. Mortars and bombs were frequent-
ly used in attempts to destroy the post, and twice
it was engulfed by improvised flame-throwers.
The demolition marks the latest stage in the
process of normalisation. Borucki sangar is the
41st Army installation in Northern Ireland to be
removed since 1995. Picture: HQ Northern Ireland
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THE Army's award-winning website is looking
for IT-literate soldiers to become sub-web-
masters. As more units create or update sites
on the web the need for people to keep every-
thing up-to-date is becoming greater.

The Directorate of Corporate Communica-
tions (Army) is offering software help and the

People, places, events

chance for soldiers of any rank to join
DCC(A)'s staff on attachment. LCpl Colin
Eastham of 1 QLR recently returned to his bat-
talion fully web-literate after a stint at DCC(A).
Contact Maj Peter Boxell on (9621) 87908
or (civil) 020 7218 7908 or e-mail military-
webmaster@dcmt.demon.co.uk

A
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Joined-up: If you want to
walk along the banks of the
Thames from its source near
Cirencester to London you
can do so. . . thanks to a tri-
Service team from the Joint
Aircraft Transport Evaluation
Unit helicopter and engineer-
ing sections. They used a
Chinook helicopter to lift the
last link — a bridge at
Bloomers Hole, near Faring-
don in Oxfordshire - into
place. The two eight-tonne
curved steel beams were
dropped precisely into place
in an operation lasting just
40 minutes. e

Picture: JATEU
Phatographic Section
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' ‘Dynamic’ Phoenix
is Kosovo star turn

PHOENIX, the Army’s pilot-

ed more than 170 flights over
Kosovo, rapidly proving itself =

‘ : : -"" ) T
less “spy-in-the-sky” aircraft £ el 1
(pictured right) has complet- %

is said to be only one of its
uses. As a surveillance, intel-
ligence and reconnaissance
asset, it is said to be one of the
most dynamic developments

to be one of the most exciting
pieces of equipment currently in service.

High-quality video and sulls images
provided by the tactical unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) have become a vital tool in
gathering intelligence in an area previous-
ly described as “an information vacuum®.

Phoenix is operated by 19 Regiment
RA’s 22 (Gibraltar 1779-1783) Battery,
which began its second tour in Kosovo in
May as part of the Offensive Support
Group (OSG).

The UAV’s target acquisition capability

in the Army’s inventory.
Phoenix primarily flew on the Kosovo-
Serb border but was switched to monitor
inter-ethnic tension between Serb and
Albanian populations within the British
brigade area. It came up trumps when an
OSG mission led to the discovery of a
heavy machine-gun in a small hamlet.
Brig Jonathan Bailey, Director Royal
Artillery, has been given the Army lead for
tactical UAVs and his staff will involve
other arms in developing doctrine and cre-
ating awareness of Phoenix’s potential.

Nijmegen
marchers
out in force

MORE than 1,000 British Servicemen
and women and cadets, the biggest ever
UK contingent, took part in the Nijmegen
Marches to mark the 50th anniversary of
the event.

Among them was a team from the lst
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, just
back from Sierra Leone. Lt Dan Matthews
said before the start: “We have done no
training because we were all in West Africa
and all of us are quite new to this, but there
won'’t be a problem.”

But the best team in the strong British
military contingent turned out to be a 16-
strong squad of caterers, including 11
recruits, from the RLLC Training Centre at
St Omer Barracks, Aldershot. The chefs-
to-be were led by Sgt Andy Powney.

HVM's prairie debut

oy o

R

Alberta prairie watch: A HVM (hyper-velocity
missile) vehicle provides close air defence to
the QRH battle-group during Exercise Medi-
cine Man 1 at BATUS, Canada. Lt Jane Harrop
RA made history when her troop fired the first
live HVM round at Suffield. Another “first” was
the group of wives taken on to the prairie to
watch their husbands at work. The exercise
prepared the way for Iron Hawk later this
month, which will involve the new Lead Avia-
tion Task Force and Lead Recce Task Force,
and culminates in October in a major tactical
exercise for 3 Division. Picture: Edward Fursdan

® Bright ideas from civilian and military staff
will save an estimated £22 million this year.The
saving is the highest since the MoD launched its
Gems scheme five years ago. Among more
than 2,500 ideas submitted was one by a
sergeant who modified the wipers on Warrior
vehicles and saved the MoD £137,000.

@® The Army Benevolent Fund was given
nearly £4,000 at the Mersea Island charity run
’ \when Colchester-based 216 Signal Squadron

handed over a cheque for £1,400 and £2,350,
raised at the Colchester Garrison country day,
was also presented. More than 100 Colchester
soldiers took part in the 14-mile run around the
island's coastal footpath to raise funds for the
Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow Trust.

@® The 2nd Battalion, The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment has replaced 1st
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment in
Aldershot. The Paras have moved to Dover.

@ Seven nations and 11 different types of air-
craft took part in the third annual International
Military Helicopter Meeting (Helimeet), orga-
nized by 1 Regiment AAC at Guitersloh. Overall
winners, for the second year, were a Danish
team, followed by a 1 Regt Lynx crew from Celle
and a Bundeswehr team.

@ The 1st Battalion, The Royal Scots have
left Colchester to spend two years as the resi-
dent battalion at Ballykelly, near Londonderry. 2

SOLDIER September 2000




The greatest
Aet v j Xzmemhrance

i to rememper
“/7w Royal British Legion
Lh Yonr /A

here are 6 million ex-Service men and women alive today —
1 million more than were called up during World War 11.
For many, the Poppy is the only symbol of hope.

British troops are currently serving in 28 conflicts around
the world, many thousands will look to the Legion for
support in the future.

The Royal British Legion is always on active service —
offering advice, care and practical support to all ex-
Service men, women and their dependants.

Remembering the Legion with a gift in your Will would
not only be a fitting tribute to all those who gave so

much, it would help us to make sure that we can care for
the growing number of people who ask us for assistance.

For more inform ation making or changing
your Will and how a gift in your Will can enable
to Legion’s vital work to continue, please call
Perdita Chamberlain on 020 7973 7297 for a
FREE copy of our Will Guide. Or, completc the
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The Royal British Legion, FREEPOST [S\'\ 1345],
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People, places, events
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Bugler Ben
calls tune

CPL Ben Budd, RGJ, a member of the Divi-
sional Bugle Platoon, won the title of Colonel
Commandant’s Bugler at the Light Division’s
annual bugle competition. He took the senior
class ahead of Cpl Sean Held from 2 L1.
Thirty-nine bugle calls are still used by The
Light Infantry and The Royal Green Jackets.
Such is the importance given to the bugle that
the Light Division has just produced a CD of
calls as a learning aid for musicians, soldiers
and officers. Bugle calls are used instead of

Going strong: Six soldiers, above, from Equipment Support Company, 3 Battalion REME in
Kosovo ran 240km for Tommy’s Campaign, a UK-based charity which funds research into still-
born babies, miscarriages and premature deaths. So far the event has raised about DM5,000
(nearly £1,600), according to organiser Sgt Maj John McFarlane, of 3 Bn REME, Barker Bar-
racks, Paderborn, BFPO 22. Pictured on the road are, from left , SSgt Colin Orbell, LCpl Stuart
Kitchin, WO2 John McFarlane, 2nd Lt Emil Bernal, Cfn David Maxwell and Cfn Keith Terry

Fusiliers secure
hazard smelter

FOUR members of the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers were slightly
injured when a force including Danish and
French troops secured a Serb-run lead
smelter in Zvecan, Kosovo. When stones
were thrown by a hostile crowd, the troops
responded with plastic bullets.

The smelter had become health hazard
in the Mitrovica area because Serbs man-
aging it had not replaced crucial filters.
After repairs the facility will be taken over
by an international management team.

A, C and D Companies and the Recce
Platoon of 2 RRF spent five days on the
operation and, in the words of one officer,
“took a fair bit of flak from local Serbs”.

® A multi-national search operation led
by Lt Col David Allfrey, CO of The Royal
Scots Dragoon Guards, uncovered the
biggest arms cache in Kosovo since Nato
troops arrived last year. Maj Simon Marr
and Sgt Wayne Toon of 2 RRF spotted
four bunkers in the Drenica Valley, south-
west of Pristina, which held tons of
weapons, ammunition and explosive.
® HQ 3 Commando Brigade assumed
command of the British-led sector from
HQ 7th Armoured Brigade on August 20.
The 1st Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment relieved the Scots DG
battle-group in Podujevo at the same time.
® 2 RRF in Pristina — Pages 30-31.

' Eavalry expedition heads for Tashkent

TWENTY-FIVE members of The Household Cavalry Regiment left London in eight Land
Rovers on September 22 on an expedition to central Asia, visiting 14 countries and carry-
ing out several humanitarian projects on the way.

Led by Maj Sacha Tomes, Exercise Burnaby Blue — named after Victorian adventurer
Frederick Burnaby — aims to reach Tashkent in Uzbekistan in October, where a rendezvous
has been arranged with Gen Sir Charles Guthrie, Chief of the Defence Staff and Colonel of

The Life Guards, who will be in the area.

IN BRIEF

@ Soldiers from Canterbury-
based 1 R Irish deployed to
Canada last month to take part
in lron Hawk, the first overseas
exercise for 16 Air Assault
Brigade.

@ A short-term training team
drawn from the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Irish Regiment will replace the 1 R Anglian
kteam in Sierra Leone (see Pages 14-15).

voice commands on
parade in the division,
which marches at 140
paces to the minute.

Of the 48 LI and
RGJ buglers and six
bugle majors serving
with 1 LI, 2 LI, 1 RGJ,
the Rifle Volunteers
and the Royal Rifle
Volunteers, 27 were
selected to take part in
the annual competi-
tion, which is a rigor-
ous test of uniform and
equipment, drill and
bugle skills.

A panel led by Lt
Gen Sir John Deverell,
Colonel Commandant

Winner: Cpl Ben Budd
receives his prizes from
Gen Deverell. Looking
on is Divisional Bugle

of the Light Division,
heard the contestants
selected at random.

The junior winner, Pte John Wilkinson, LI,
of the Divisional Bugle Platoon, eamned the
title of Divisional Lieutenant Colonel's Bugler.
Pte Jim Buchan, 1 LI, was runner-up.

Join the Kids’ Army

AN initiative to promote Army careers among
youngsters succeeded in registering nearly
4,000 names before the official launch date
on September 1.

People who sign up to the Camouflage pro-
gramme, aimed at the 12-to-16 age group,
will receive a letter of welcome, a free copy of
a new 64-page magazine called Army, a code
to get into the Army’s new internet site and a
pack containing deals with sponsors, posters
and stickers.

They will also get four other mailings each
year as well as opportunities to take part in
military-type activities.

Telephone 0845 603 8000 until Christmas
or go on-line to www.mycamouflage.co.uk
to join Camouflage.

® A combat engi-
neer tractor driven by
Sgt Dave Ashmore,
left, of A (The Dorset
Yeomanry) Armour
Replacement
Squadron struck the
first blow to outbuild-
ings and a former MoD
fire station before work could begin on a £1.9
million TA centre at Bovington Camp.

@ The Royal British Legion and SSAFA
Forces Help have pledged to collaborate
more closely and share a vision “in which a
new joint organisation would bring together
much if not all of the present Legion and
SSAFA Forces Help”.

@ Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott met
Maj Gen Angus Ramsay, Commander British
Forces, and men of 1 KOSB in Cyprus aftera
haliday on the island.

¥
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Major WO2 Tony Wells
playing three calls



Sierra Leone

Anglians in Afri

With virtually no
notice, the Poachers
found themselves
Instructing a new
army in a hot and
hostile environment

Report: Dennis Barnes
Pictures: Kevin Capon
and John Skillen

TWO hundred men of the Poachers were
airlifted into troubled Sierra Leone to
train 1,000 soldiers of the fragile Sierra
Leone Army (SLA) as rebel attacks con-
tinued throughout the West African coun-
try.

The Operation Basilica deployment
came as a complete surprise to soldiers of
the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment. They were told of their mission
only a few days before flying to Africa and
it was a measure of their high level of
training that they were able to cope.

Their task was to train recruits of the
SLA for six weeks in basic soldiering and
infantry skills. Their “pupils” will form
the core of a new, effective and democra-
tically accountable army for Sierra
Leone.

The Short Term Training Team (STT)
buckled down and did what it does best
... got on with it. “It was a test and a chal-
lenge to everybody involved,” said com-
manding officer Lt Col Alisdair White.

Forty-five instructors were selected
from within the battalion
while a company secured
the camp and surround-
ing area. Once in theatre,
the Poachers quickly es-
tablished a secure tented
camp within the perimeter of the SLA’s
Benguema Camp, 25 miles south of Free-
town.

“SLA personnel we first encountered
were not very soldierly, to be truthful,”
said Cpl Nigel Mackness. “But the differ-
ence after six weeks was excellent.”

The training team initially instilled dis-
cipline among the enthusiastic recruits
and gradually introduced them to the
concept of working as a team, giving them
pride in themselves and their units. Lt
Musar of the SLA was pleased. “Many of
the men were disheartened and had lost
all discipline. Now, because of the Poach-

In town and country,
the soldiers’ welcome
has been assured

Master class: Cpl Paul McColm, left, an
instructor serving with the 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Anglians, shows an enthusiastic
recruit to the Sierra Leone Army (SLA) at
Benguema camp how to set up a mortar

Security check: Royal Anglians, right, check
a building during a patrol near Benguema

ers, they are ready to take on the rebels,”
he said.

British troops trained the SLA on the
use of general-purpose machine-guns and
mortars and taught them patrol skills.
They were impressed by the recruits’
enthusiasm.

“They are keen to learn and see British
soldiers as professionals,”
said Cpl Anthony Harris.
The Royal Anglians were
surprised at how quickly
the African soldiers pick-
ed up skills.

The first three weeks of the package
centred on basic drills and identifying
natural leaders. After this the men were
split into battalions and the best were
given specialist training in recce and
weapons. The rest were given in-depth
training to improve their basic infantry
skills.

Sgt Wayne Heeley, who gave drill
instruction, said: “I noticed that one of
the recruits could not move his arms cor-
rectly even though he was trying. When I
investigated, he lifted his shirt and
showed me machete scars across his ribs,
inflicted by the RUE.”

There have been lighter moments. Cpl
Paul Pulfrey revealed some of the difficul-
ties he faced while training a squad. “I
used one section as the enemy to lay an
ambush in long grass,” he said. “But
almost every time they give themselves
away to the patrol by jumping up and
shouting ‘Snake! Snake!’”

The SLA has been equipped with uni-
forms and weapons donated by the
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British Government, although they still
dress in a rather exotic collection of
footwear, ranging from combat boots to
flip-flops. The Poachers found their

‘charges had not fully grasped the idea of

marching in step, which made the parade
square an interesting place for the drill
sergeants.

The Anglians provided patrols into the
surrounding villages and bush, making

SOLDIER September 2000

On patrol: A Land Rover of the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Anglians, above, approaches a

checkpoint outside the base at the Benguema training camp, Sierra Leone. The Poachers
had been on a security patrol to reassure the war-damaged local people by their presence

contact with local people and playing with
children. Sierra Leone’s war-damaged
population has been extremely happy to
see British soldiers for the feeling of secu-
rity they have brought with
them.

Foot and wvehicle patrols
provide reassurance as well
as important intelligence
about what is happening in
the area. It has been, after all,
a potentially hostile environ-
ment, with fighting going on
only a few miles away.

“One of the difficulties on
foot,” recounted LCpl Sean
O’Leary, “was that we were
mobbed by cheering crowds
wanting to shake the hand of
a white man or clap us on the
back.” In town and country,
the soldiers’ welcome has
been assured.

As part of the Poachers’
own security arrangements, they contin-
ued to patrol by deploying from Chinook
helicopters. Often flying below tree-level,
the noisy Chinooks swept into clearings in
which the Poachers could jump out and

6 British soldiers have
been absolutely
crucial to the future
of Sierra Leone.
They have played a
significant part in
stabilising the
situation. The
training team has
shown great
enthusiasm and
a great deal of
commitment. ¥
~ Defence Secretary
Geoff Hoon

form defensive positions. Seconds later
the helicopters would lift off, leaving the
men in an eerie silence.

The Royal Anglians’ “home” has been a
tented camp within a barbed
wire-secure  base  which
houses communications and
washing facilities. The com-
plete force comprised 250
soldiers to guard, feed and
provide a secure environment
in which the training team
could do its job.

The camp was well
equipped with electricity,
telephones, internet access
and televisions. Soldiers exist-
ed on field rations and bottled
water. In the intensely hot
and humid conditions, men
were being encouraged to
drink nine litres of water a
day.

When the recruits passed
out at the end of July, the mission was
complete. “We have done an excellent job
and the Poachers have shown just how
adaptable they are,” said Capt Nick
Faint.




You're driving home. But, suddenly, you find you
are turning off the normal road. At the next
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You've fallen under the spell of the CLK cabriolet.
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team of dedicated professionals who are
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Pictures: Steve Dock

Fallout: LCpl John Pickthall of G Squadron waits for the next vehicle, a Challenger tank of
the King's Royal Hussars, to be decontaminated during London Pride on Salisbury Plain

NBC troops fall
in on the Plain

MORE than 100 soldiers from the 490th
Chemical Battalion in Alabama joined
British nuclear, biological and chemical
(NBC) specialists on Salisbury Plain for a
two-week exercise which significantly
advanced combined US-UK procedures
and practices.

They were also able to trial a new pro-
tective suit.

London Pride,
RHQ, A Squadron (Royal Wiltshire Yeo-
manry) and W Squadron (Westminster
Dragoons) of the Royal Yeomanry, dou-
bled as the UK leg of a reciprocal NBC
reserve forces exchange. It was supported
by the Defence NBC Headquarters and
sponsored by Strike Command.

Elements of the US Reserve Chemical
Corps exercised on the Plain with the
Royal Yeomanry, other units of the Joint

Sign language: LCpl Miranda Underwood controls
armoured vehicles entering the washdown area
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the annual exercise of

NBC Regiment and a plant section from
39 Engineer Regiment. A key phase of the
exercise was a through-contamination
site, in which vehicles including Chal-
lenger tanks of the King’s Royal Hussars
were “washed down”.

In all, about 320 troops took part.

Skill levels on both sides improved dra-
matically and, with much know-how being
exchanged, operating procedures were
developed and improved. The Ameri-
cans, most of whom were single-disci-
pline experts with years of specialised
NBC training, quickly integrated with
their British counterparts and were able
to pass on a depth of experience difficult
to obtain in the UK.

London Pride also established that the
Royal Yeomanry has a relevant role and
that reserves are useable as decontamina-
tion troops and reinforcements for
the Joint NBC Regiment. It was the
first chance for formed decontami-
nation troops from both the regi-
ment and the RY to work together.

® Thorneydown House, the new
L7 million Defence Nuclear, Bio-
logical and Chemical Centre at Win-
terbourne Gunner, near Salisbury,
was opened by Lt Gen Tony Pigott,
the Deputy Chief of the Defence
Staff (Commitments).

The building will house head-
quarters staff, MoD NBC technical
policy staff from the Directorate of
Joint Warfare and the NBC Defence
School.

On-line photo

gallery will

keep families.;%
in the picture

A NEW way for soldiers st
to keep in touch with their
being pioneered by the Army and
Foungo,moux’lﬂum-lhlpfw
graphic service.
Themmpanywllldw'lopnormni

35mm or APS film at no cost and put
the photos into a secure, password-
protected private gallery on its web-

site. Users can visit the gallery to see
their photos, organise them in on-line

albums and share them instantly via
the internet with

Djl

friends and

family anywhere
in the world.

With free
developing, shar-
ing and storage,
it is an extraordi-
narily inexpen-

LFOTENen

- ——

sive way for
families to stay in touch, even when
separated by great distances. Best of

all, there is no need to buy an expen-

sive digital camera.

POST PICTURES
It means a soldier can “post” pic-

tures of himself taken in, say, Kosovo

via the internet for his wife and chil-
dren to see, while they can keep him

up-to-date with current photos of their

activities. They can also share them
with other members of the family and
friends, complete with personalised
messages, via e-mail.

There will be a cost if prints are
required.

Brig Sebastian Roberts, Director of
Corporate Communications (Army),

said: “The internet offers fantastic new

methods of communication and it is
our duty to make them accessible to
British soldiers. This initiative with

Fotango will be an important commu-

nication channel for soldiers, easing
the difficulty caused by separation.

COMPETITIVE j
“Offering a free on-line service in
which users pay only for the prints

they want, Fotango has come up with a

very competitive proposition for sol-
diers.”

Fotango, a sister company of IDS,
which has been managing the Army
photo library for the past three years,
has offices in France and Germany,
and plans to open more across
Europe.

The company, in co-operation with

DCC(A) will open a special military cat-

egory on its public gallery, broken

down to regimental level. Soldiers and
retired personnel will be able to share
photos from past and present events.

To use the Fotango on-line photo
service, register on

www.fotango.com
tomammrmkmdm

envelopes, or call Fotango Customer

Support on 0800 169 7467. See also the

| Fotango insert in this issue.
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Safe Hands

with Annington

Annington have 2, 3 and 4 bedroom ex-MoD houses, together with some
larger homes, in locations throughout England and Wales.

We offer former and serving members of the Forces, preview information,
special MoD-approved military discounts and
launch offers on most sites.

Should you wish to be included on our customer database, in order that ~ *
you can receive information and details of future home availability, 4
please telephone Stephenie Copping on

0207 960 7518

email: stepheniec(@annington.co.uk
or visit our website at www.annington.co.uk

‘ ANNINGTON

A new concept in the sale of secondhand homes
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Open fire: A soldier from
2 PWRR takes an active
part in Wessex Warrior

Wessex Warrior — n‘ the exercise sounds warlike, it's meant to.
We watched the staff of the Battle Group Trammg Unit at work

Report: Ray Routledge
Picture: Steve Dock

TWO BLUEFOR soldiers lic dead in their
trench, killed by the effects of an NBC attack

. and oversleeping.

Exhausted after a long night digging in,
they slept through advance warning of the
attack. The roar of the awrcraft delivering its
deadly cargo roused them, far too late to don
their NBC Fkit. A fleeting glimpse of the van-
shing jet was the last thing they saw.

For these two soldiers it was an exercise
from which they would take valuable
lessons. The NBC attack was one element
of Wessex Warrior, a tactical engagement
simulation (TES) exercise run by the
Battle Group Training Unit (BGTU) at
Westdown Camp on Salisbury Plain.

Part of the Warminster-based Land
Warfare Training Centre, the 25-strong
BGTU team is led by Lt Col James Pol-
lock, IG. His unit does what its title says it
does — prepares battle-groups for opera-
tions.

Its tailor-made exercises are the fruit of

long-term planning. “That starts about
nine months before a unit comes here,”
said Lt Col Pollock.

“We work out what resources they have
and what their objectives are and we can
offer defensive and offensive missions
as well as specialist training areas such

as fighting in built-up areas (FIBUA).”
Armoured, armoured infantry, mecha-
nised and airborne formations are put
through their battlefield paces by BGTU.
Artillery controller Maj Byron Drage,
RA, said: “The use of TES, with high-
tech lasers, has transformed our ability to
conduct realistic collective training.”
Each Wessex Warrior lasts three weeks.
Units are trained on Direct Fire Weapons
Effects Simulators (DFWES), which use
two-way, eve-safe lasers to match ballis-
tics and lethality with amazing accuracy.
Platoon-level, company and squadron
training follows, culminating in a six-day,

¢ We can offer
defensive and
offensive options?

battle-group force-on-force exercise. Wel-
come to Wessex Warrior.

It is run as a continuous battle against
an opposition force (Opfor), which has
the lethality and vulnerability of former
Warsaw Pacr assets.

The unit under training (when Soldier
dropped in it was the 2nd Battalion, The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment) is
known as Bluefor.

At the end of each mission comman-
ders are put through an after-action

review (AAR), during which strengths
and weaknesses are analysed, and meth-
ods for improving performance are
agreed. A key element is the input of a
team of observer-controllers (OC).

Maj Charlie Mayo, LD, one of the core
OCs, stressed that he and his colleagues
were not there to umpire. “We are not
there to mess them about and the unit has
to trust that we will not tell anybody what
it is going to do,” he said.

Maj Alistair Keith, AAC, an observer-
controller with a Bluefor company guard-
ing a bridge, said: “I made a number of
visits to the company commander to chat
through the way preparations were made.
I tried to ascertain how confident he was
with his position, and what his specific
concerns were.”

While observers have a major input into
the AAR, nothing is ever used for which
there is no objective evidence. This can
come from several sources, including the
memory card on the central computer
and recorded radio transmissions. Data
can reveal how often a weapon was fired,
and how accurately. Polaroid pictures
taken by observer patrols and video evi-
dence are also used.

Soldiers describe TES-driven exercises
as the most enjoyable and challenging
training on offer, but for BTGU staff
going to war is a monthly occurrence.

WHILE there has been a quantum
leap forward in the quality of
combined arms training with TES,
realistic representation of aerial
weapons effects lags behind. The
Army’s training regime will not be

complete until those effects can be
represented in near real-time.
Plans are in hand to introduce an
Area Weapons Effects Simulator
(AWES) developed in California.
Expected to be in service in the UK

by March 2002 and at the British
Army Training Unit Suffield
(BATUS) a few months later, AWES
will simulate the effects of indirect
fire, mines and NBC contamination
as well as air attack.
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You're highly-trained
and well-equipped.

But it might not be
you that gets hit.

As a soldier, you accept the risks involved and you're
prepared for the worst.

What you might not expect is that it could be a member of your
family who falls ill or has a serious accident. Should they require long-
term care and support, who would you turn to?

The ABF exists to provide help for soldiers, ex-soldiers and
their families when they are in real need.

Of course, the chances are it won’t happen to you. But
somewhere there’s a soldier reading this who will need help and
that’s where everyone’s donation comes in.

Please, donate now, if you turn the page you might forget.

BENEVOLENT
FUND
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OR please debit my [ Visa [J MasterCard [] CAF Card

AIGNG. Vv — e ool Bl _ _ Expiry Date _
Name

name as it appears on the cardy

Address
Postcode

Signature Date

(This donation is invalid if this form is not signed!
Please send to: Arrny Benevolent Fund, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR.
For information « hanging a will, Gift Aid donations, payroll giving and
supporting fund-raising activities call 020 7591 2000.
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Feature

Aldershot battery
learns the American
way of doing things

Report: Gordon Skilling
Picture: Stuart Bingham

BRITAIN’S Airborne Gunners became
the first foreign formed unit to jump from
the massive American C17 aircraft during
a visit to the home of the US Airborne at
Fort Bragg.

It was a feather in the maroon berets of
soldiers of F (Sphinx) Parachute Battery,
7 Parachute Royal Horse Artillery who
spent a month in North Carolina as
guests of 1/319th Field Artillery, 82nd
American Airborne Division.

“I know some soldiers have jumped
from the C17 individually, but we were
the first British formed unit to do so,” said
battery commander Maj Dick Hewitt.
“The aircraft has been in service
only about two vears now and quite a
lot of the 82nd haven’t jumped from
it yet,”

As well as gaining American
wings, the Aldershot-based gunners
enjoyed traditional Southern hospi-
tality. “If there is one thing the
Americans are good at, it is making
people feel welcome,” said Maj
Hewitt. “From the minute we
arrived, the boys were required to
bond with their American col-
leagues. From the word go we made
good friends and contacts.”

Purpose of the visit was simply to
gain a greater understanding by
experiencing the life of American
soldiers. The British delegation of 59
included two jump instructors, an Aus-
tralian sergeant on detachment and per-
sonnel from the REME Light Aid
Detachment.

“We would have brought members
from 2 Para’s mortar
platoon, extra medics
from 16 Air Assault
Brigade and some Royal
Military Police, but the
operation in Sierra
Leone prevented that,”
said Maj Hewitt.

While the Brits were
in South Carolina, a US Army battery
was visiting Aldershot. A close relation-
ship already exists between the units —
four years ago a massive exercise in the
USA, Purple Star, involved the whole
British Airborne Brigade as well as the
Royal Marines.
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The visit was simply
to gain a greater
understanding by
experiencing the life
of American soldiers

- _.
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gu nners

This time the gunners were spared the
frenetic activity of a major exercise. F Bat-
tery had been through the mill of normal
tactical equipment simulation and regi-
mental exercises, and on return to the UK
were due to be taking part in the first exer-
cise of 16 Air Assault
Brigade.

“Because we visit-
ed during their sup-
port cycle, we had the
advantage of seeing
the 82nd Airborne as
normal and not join-
ing them on exercise
when there was something special hap-
pening,” said Maj Hewitt. “We carried
out parachuting, live-firing and normal
barrack activities, and learned something
of their ethos.”

For younger soldiers the visit was an
eye-opener. They found that the way their

mastered the US Army’s 105mm
field gun, which is slightly
different to the UK version

US cousins carried out their duties dif-
fered from the aggressive approach of
British paras. “The Americans are more
laid back than us . . . but so would I be in
the hot weather they have,” said Gnr
Richard Johnson.

Maj Hewitt asked his men if any of
them wanted to take part in a ten-mile
run which the Americans had organised.
“We weren’t a running team,” he said,
“but I think we proved something by
coming third out of nearly 5,000 taking
part, behind two special forces teams.”

The gunners got involved in barrack
activities but drew the line at one thing.
“We took part in the early-morning PT
sessions and made our mark in our
maroon T-shirts, jogging past groups of
chanting soldiers carrying unit flags,”
said Maj Hewitt. “Early-morning runs,
fine, but chanting and carrying flags . . .
no way.”

On target: British gunners quickly

®



Feature

Selection for the
Army Physical
Training Corps Is
tough: more than
half the soldiers falil
the course. But
there is no shortage
of candidates

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Graeme Main

THREE times a year the Army Physical
Training Corps holds selection courses
for soldiers hoping to join its élite band of
instructors.

If they are successful they will be posted
to units across the Army, and will play a
vital role in keeping soldiers at their phys-
ical peak.

Which means the instructors have to be
as fit as, if not fitter than, everyone else.
“Sorry lads, I'll catch you up at the top of
the hill” won’t wash when they are out
training Special Forces.

Maj Jim Wood, APTC, officer com-
manding training, explained the qualities
required to succeed at selection. “We are
not just looking for purely physical ani-
mals; we are looking for thinking people
with an interest in physical development.”

These are the twin key themes of the
APTC, summed up in
the corps motto, Mens
sana in CGFPOY'(:’ sano — a
healthy mind in a healthy

‘Sorry lads, I'll
catch you up at

AFTER the Crimean War
and the Indian Mutiny it
slowly dawned upon the
great British public that all
was not well with the
administration and training
of the Army.

It became apparent that
drill and complicated
manoeuvres carried out in
elegant but unsuitable uni-
forms were not the best
preparation for long and

people only get to do once or twice a day,
if they are lucky,” said Maj Wood.

The corps takes a holistic approach to
health and fitness, looking at the whole
picture rather than individual elements.
As a consequence, instructors have an
array of skills and special-
ist knowledge on which
they can call, from the
physiological and psy-

body. the top of the hi“" chological to the nutri-

In 1860 the Army sent
12 NCOs to Oxford Uni-
versity to study physical
training. Later known as
the Apostles, they were so
fired-up on their return
that they convinced the Army it should
embrace this new religion. The Army
Gymnastic Staff was formed.

The Apostles’ fervour soon caught on.
Two years later every garrison was
instructed to build its own gymnasium to
be run by an officer and physical trainers.
Then as now, there was no shortage of
recruits who wanted to concentrate on
physical training.

“The most obvious attraction is that
you are doing something that most other

won'’t wash when
they're training
Special Forces

tional.

ping to join the corps will
already have completed
PTI courses and may
already be regimental
PTIs. If they have the right experience
and are recommended, they have the
chance to shine at a selection course run
by the Army Physical Training School at
Aldershot.

Selection is tough, with a 50 to 60 per
cent failure-rate.

The programme is designed to test not
just physical skills but also leadership and
academic ability.

“It is no longer enough for instructors

’»

to say ‘do ten press-ups’,” said Maj Wood.

arduous campaigns in the
great heat and severe cold.
Alarm and despondency
were also caused by the
deterioration in the
physique of the recruit.
When one looks at the
photograph of this first
Army Gymnastic Class,
taken at Oxford in Septem-
ber 1860, one cannot refrain

Typically soldiers ho-

Fit for anything

from thinking that these
splendidly dressed, hand-
some and be-whiskered
men ... were a body of
apostles, worthy to spread
the gospel of physical train-
ing, which has blossomed
into the creation of the
Army Physical Training
Corps of today. — extract
from History of the Army
Physical Training Corps by Lt
Col E A L Oldfield (late RA).

® Soldiers aspiring to
join the APTC or mem-
bers of the public wish-
ing to know more about
its history can visit the
corps museum at Fox
Lines, Queens Avenue,
Aldershot. To check
opening times, tele-
phone 01252 347168.

® A series of APTC
millennium events is
being staged this
month.

September 15: Millen-
nium Assault at Arms,
History of Sport, Recre-
ation and Adventurous
Training.

September 16: Festi-
val of Sport.

September 17: APTC
parade through Alder-
shot.

Details from Bob
Smith 01252 347131.

“They need to know which muscle
groups are being used.”

Although the gym continues to play an
important role within the corps, the
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Fitting the bill: Capt Sharkey Phinn,
left, and WO1 lan Jennings observe
potential recruits at a selection course

image of instructors spending all their
time supervising pull-ups and squat
thrusts is misplaced. Instructors use their
brains as much as their brawn and acade-
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Up for it: LCpl Dryland, above, attempts
another pull-up during the selection tests

Grin and bear it: Cpl Bailey, left, drives him-
self on during an exhausting uphill task

mic excellence is encouraged throughout
the corps.

At some stage in their careers all
instructors will be exposed to adventur-
ous training, while others may concen-
trate on remedial physical training or
helping soldiers recover from injury.

“One of the pleasures for instructors is
the development of physical fitness and

adventurous training,” said Maj Wood.
“These are the things that soldiers sign up
to and if you are the person leading,
coaching and teaching them, then you
have the best job.”

The corps is one of the most egalitarian
in the Army. The 365 instructors and 48
officers have all been through the ranks.
Anyone wishing to join must first have
served in another regiment or corps, so by
the time they appear before a selection
board, soldiers hold a minimum rank of
lance corporal.

“I sometimes liken us to poachers as we
poach what we consider the best that
units have to offer,” said Maj Wood.

Women are welcomed and make up
about eight per cent of the corps, which
reflects the composition of the Army as a
whole. But the demanding standards
remain as high.

“We make no distinction,” said Maj
Wood. “APTIisaPTIisaPTIL”

A tough corps to crack, but those who
earn their places are rewarded with
immense job satisfaction and, it has to be
said, a fair degree of popularity.

As Maj Wood puts it: “They say that in
any unit the three people you need to
make friends with straight away are the
cook, the quartermaster and, last but not
least, the PTL.”

o
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Soft landing: British Army maritime specialists get a close-up view of an American LCU 2000 at the dockside at Marchwood Military Port

US Army landing craft
Impresses maritime
experts at Marchwood

Pictures: Steve Dock
IF you are looking for something small-
ish, quick, armed, lightly crewed, respon-
sive enough to turn on a 2p piece and
capable of delivering four Challenger 2
main battle tanks to a hostile beach, read
on, writes John Elliott.

quence of the Strategic Defence Review,
British Army maritime specialists from
Marchwood-based 17 Port and Maritime
Regiment RLC evaluated the American
vessel as a potential amphibious logistic
asset.

After giving the craft a thorough going-
over, the Marchwood mariners reckoned
it cut the mustard.

Features which commended it to them
included confirmation that it:

@ is capable of carrying four main battle
tanks onto a hostile beach in one “hit”;

® is capable of running with a speed
and duration that surpasses the LCL;

@® boasts fixed external NBC spray
wash-down systems;

@ is small enough to be carried as deck
cargo on a suitable heavy-lift vessel yet
has an ocean-going capability of its own;

@ is powered by British-built main
engines and generators, allowing for
localised stores and spares support;

® is tried and tested . . . and available;

@ is capable of self-defence up to .50-
calibre heavy machine-guns.

WO2 Dave Woodhams, squadron

Envious British eyes followed the
US Army’s LCU 2000-class utility
landing craft Cedar Run as she sailed
out of town at the end of a short but
highly informative familiarisation
trip to the Army’s Marchwood Mili-
tary Port on Southampton Water.

The compact vessel has been in
service with American forces since
1992,

With the loss of the Army’s LCLs
(landing craft logistic) — HMAVs

* Ardennes and Arakan — as a conse-
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We are sailing:
Cedar Run
leaves
Marchwood iy

engineer with 79 Port Clearance
Squadron, part of 17 Port and Mar-
iime Regiment, told Seldier that
should the British Army require a
maritime amphibious logistic capa-
bility in the future beyond that pro-
vided by the Mexeflote, LCVP
(landing craft, vehicles and person-
nel) and RCL (ramped craft logis-
tic), the LCU 2000 was, in the
opinion of the soldiers who had
taken part in the appraisal, well
* suited to the task.
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From Westminster to Wapping

A monthly digest of what's being said in Parliament and the Press

Who's

going
where

THE big picture of which units
will be based where in the UK
has been set out by Armed
Forces Minister John Spellar.

In a written answer pub-
lished before the summer
recess he confirmed future
basing plans following the
Strategic Defence Review.

A summary of who's going to end up where
looks like this:

ALDERSHOT - Headquarters of 12 Mecha-
nised Brigade, including two infantry battal-
ions (from Colchester); enhancements to 101
Logistic Brigade, including 10 Transport Regi-
ment BLC (from Colchester) and the lighter
elements of 12 Mech Bde. The overall position
of the garrison is to be kept under review as
Project Connaught, a Public Private Partner-
ship (PPP) project, develops.

COLCHESTER — HQ and main garrison of 16
Air Assault Brigade, although the aviation reg-
iments and one of its infantry battalions will be
based elsewhere and the engineer regiment
will be located at Woodbridge. Two parachute
regiments (from Aldershot) and a parachute
artillery regiment will be based in Colchester,
replacing existing airmobile units.

TIDWORTH - To house an additional
armoured regiment, armoured infantry battal-
ion and engineer regiment for 12 Mech Bde.

CATTERICK — To have additional units and
enhancements, including 3 CS Medical Regi-
ment, incorporating 16 Close Support Medical
Squadron (moving from Tidworth), 24 CS
Med Sqn (already based in Catterick), a new

* CS squadron and an evacuation squadron; an
additional field workshop (part of 5 Bn REME);
8 Transport Regiment RLC to be enhanced
and its fuel-handling capabilities rationalised.

Arguno
T
HOUSES

CATTERICK GARRISON ),

( ALDERSHOT GARRISON

COLCHESTER GARRISON ).

4 TIDWORTH GARRISON

L - |

RIPON, BOVINGTON, ABINGDON, LARKHILL

g

RIPON - 38 Engineer Regi-
ment (Claro Barracks) will be
enhanced by the addition of a
close support sqguadron. The
squadron’s nine tracked bridge-
laying vehicles will be located at
Cambrai/Megiddo Barracks in
Catterick to cut traffic conges-
tion and environmental damage.

BOVINGTON - The fourth armoured recon-
naissance unit will be based in Stanley Bar-
racks. Dalton Barracks, ABINGDON will house
additional sub-units for both 3 CS Regiment
RLC and 4 General Support Regiment RLC.

Still under consideration is the most appro-
priate location for the additional artillery regi-
ment, originally planned for Larkhill. Project
Allenby, a PPP project, is currently scoping
the potential for this regiment to be based in
Tidworth or Bulford Garrison instead.

Most unit moves will have to await the
preparation and refurbishment of barracks,
which will be spread over a number of years.

Other pre-recess points from Parliament:
British food is best: In a written answer,
Defence Minister Lewis Moonie said the MoD
and its food contractors were making every
effort to ensure its Servicemen and women
can eat value-for-money British food.

Almost 1,000 of the 1,300 products sup-
plied to the Armed Forces were made or
grown in Britain. All pork was British-supplied
and from July the gammon and bacon pro-
duced in the UK had increased from 50 per
cent to 100 per cent.

® Feeding the Armed Forces is to be the
responsibility of the new Defence Catering
Group, part of the Defence Logistics Organi-
sation, based at Ensleigh, Bath.

~THN

Kosovo troops: Britain has agreed to a Nato
request to send an extra battalion of troops to
Kosovo in mid-September to cover the munic-
ipal election period. The 2nd Battalion, The
Light Infantry will be deployed there for two
months, subject to the election date, and will
be in addition to the 3,300 troops already there.

Complaints delays: According to recent fig-
ures the average time taken between an indi-
vidual soldier's complaint to the Army Board
via his commanding officer and the eventual
decision being made known is 82 weeks.

Where the complainant decided to take the
matter higher and petition the Queen, the sub-
mission took a further period of between eight
and 30 months, according to Dr Moonie in a
written reply. The chain of command has been
given clear guidance explaining that every
effort must be made to resolve complaints as
swiftly as possible and at the lowest possible
level in the interests of good management,
efficiency and justice.

Pension victory: In future, war widows who
remarry will retain the attributable benefits
they receive from the Armed Forces Pension
Scheme, the MoD and DSS announced. Pen-
sion payout: More than £2.2 billion was paid
out to about 335,000 Service pensioners in
the last financial year.

SAB80 refit: Although the bulk of modifications
to the SA80 weapon will be ¢arried out at
Heckler and Koch's facility at Obendorf, Ger-
many for time and cost reasons, i was
deemed more sensible for the preparatory
work of stripping and refurbishment to be car-
ried out in the UK, said Defence Secretary
Geoff Hoon.

( ® The Army will not be fully
manned for another five years
as thousands of soldiers contin-
ue to leave early because of
what they perceive as poor
career prospects and a
demanding schedule of com-
mitments, Gen Sir Charles
Guthrie, Chief of the Defence

IN
PRESS

What the

papers say ' J

@ Soldiers in Cyprus are
on night patrol to catch
thieves stealing watermel-
ons on farming land within
the Dhekelia Sovereign
Base Area. — The Times

® The Army’s most
senor infantry officer has

Staff, said in an interview. — Daily Telegraph

® The MoD has sparked competition
between military radio companies after
sacking its preferred supplier for the delayed
£1.7 billion Bowman communications pro-
ject. = Financial Times

called for the immediate replacement of the
light machine-gun version of the SA80
assault rifle after criticism of its performance
in the Kosovo campaign. — Daily Telegraph

® Cpl Lee Clegg, Para who was cleared
of shooting two joyriders in Belfast, has

%
been repaid more than £25,000 for pay lost
during his two years in jail. - Independent

@ The Army is smaller than at any time
since the Napoleonic era, says the Head of
War Studies at Sandhurst. — Daily Telegraph

® Defence chiefs are examining Heckler
and Koch’s Objective Individual Combat
Weapon, an infantry rifle with two barrels
that can hit targets hidden behind obstacles,
to replace the SA80. — Sunday Telegraph

@ The Forces would have to employ dis-
abled people under legislation being consid-
ered by the Government . — Daily Telegraph

v
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Kosovo briefing

Presence of Royal Regiment of Fusiliers helps
bring confidence to Pristina’s troubled streets

Pictures: Mike Weston

MORE than a vear after Nato troops, led
by British forces, entered Kosovo to stop
a murderous and one-sided ethnic war
troops are still keeping the peace on the
streets of Pristina and other towns.

For the past six months the red-and-
white hackled soldiers of the 2nd Battal-
ion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers,
commanded by Lt Col James Murray-
Playfair, have been in the hot seat. This
month they were handing over to the
Royal Marines.

Much of the Fusiliers’ time has been
taken up with highly-visible patrolling,
designed to reassure the more nervous
sections of the community, although this
aspect of the task has been taken over
increasingly by the police. There is still a
long way to go.

The Fusiliers have been supported by
sappers from 32 Engineer Regiment as
well as 65 ex-Regular and Territorial

Army reservists wearing the cap-badges
of the London Scottish, RRF, PWRR,
Cheshires, Welsh Guards, Highlanders, A
and SH and WFR.

Among the civil projects undertaken by
the battalion have been the reconstruc-
tion of a school in a Serb area, the build-
ing of a community centre for Serb
minorities in Pristina, and the refurbish-
ing of children’s play areas. A “Music
Makes Friends” roadshow put on by the
drums’ platoon went down well wherever
it appeared.

A reminder of the serious nature of 2
RRF’s operational role was the 67 tonnes
of weapons and ammunition «discovered
by Sgt Wayne Toon of A Company during
Operation Leatherman. The huge cache
of ordnance, belonging to the Kosovo

Liberation Army, was one of a number of

significant finds.

The regiment has been involved in two
previous tours in the Balkans, both to
Bosnia.

Out of circulation: LCpl Andy Tutty, above
left, and Cpl Tony Waugh with weapons
handed in under Operation Doorknock

Where are we? Search team Fus Leigh
Walker, left, and Fus Chris Roberts check
on their next location in Pristina

Scptemb‘\cr 2000 SOLDIER

SOLDIER September 2000

Fire section: Fus
Will McCallum,
Gdsm Dag
Hamilton, Fus Jocky
Walter and LCpl
Anthony Garrett,
above, patrol past a
Serb church in
central Pristina

Open house: With
the co-operation of
the family, left, Sgt
Chris Sunner
searches a
cupboard in the
house of Merita
Fazliu, kneeling
right. Behind them,
her mother talks to
Capt Gareth Boyd

On guard: Fus Woza
Warren mans a
permanent post in
Pristina’s Ulpana
area, right, which is
home to many
vulnerable people




Bosnia briefing

Banja Luka snapshot

Thousands of British soldiers have served in Banja Luka, home to the
HQ Multi-National Division (South West). Here's how things look now

On guard: Sgt Tam Nicholl with Boss

Don’'t mess
with Boss

AMONG the lesser-known members of
the British military community in Bosnia
are some who wear no uniform.

Twenty-three Rottweilers and German
shepherds play a vital role on search and
patrol duties. While most are trained to
target an intruder's arm, four (including
Boss, pictured) have no such scruples.

Reaching the parts others dare not bite,
they guard ammunition sites and will latch
on to any part of the body. Trespassers be
warned.

Sgt Tam Nicholl of the RAVC sees to
their health, welfare and training needs.
Although based in Banja Luka, he spends
at least one week every month visiting
dogs and handlers at sites all over MND
(SW)'s area of responsibility. He ensures
dogs and handlers are working well and
lays on regular top—up training sessions.

The animals come from the UK, mostly
given to the Army by families who can no
longer contral them. For many, the Army is
their last chance. They can expect to be in
service in Bosnia for several years, getting
a new handler every six months or so as
units rotate.

A veterinary nurse looks out for all the
usual doggy ailments, as well as vaccinat-
ing for rabies, a real threat in Bosnia. When
their tours end, the dogs go to Germany,
some to become involved in the training of

Qew handlers.

Reports: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

Terriers
on tour

WITH ever more Territorial Army and
reserve soldiers on operational tours,
someone in theatre has to keep an eye on
them . .. and that someone in Banja Luka
is Capt Mike Keighley, Kings (V).

He also anticipates future requirements
for TA and reserve personnel. “If there’s
an urgent need in
theatre that has not
been picked up at
home, I see if an
individual can be
re-allocated,” he ex-
plained.

There were 275
TA and reserve sol-
diers in Bosnia, rep- % ;
resenting about ten capt Mike Keighley
per cent of the force,
when Soldier visited. “With the British
commitment reducing this year, we envis-
age that number will shrink in line.”

Capt Keighley acknowledges the fine
job done by the part-timers. “The Army
would have difficulty functioning here
without them,” he said. “They’re very
much part of the establishment and units
deploying rely on them for reinforce-
ments.”

TA soldiers get pretty much the same
pay and allowances as Regulars and their
welfare issues are the same.
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Keeping fit: There are hopes for a new gym

P

Measuring up: Spr Steve Hodges, left, and Sgtwindy Gale

Happy eaters

PROVIDING three meals a day for
between 300 and 400 people of different
nationalities can be a daunting task, but
the size of the queue at the multi-nation-
al combined mess in Banja Luka suggests
that customers are happy.

Chef L.Cpl Martin Dalton RLC, serv-
ing with Grantham-based 161 Field
Ambulance RLC (V), has been in Banja
Luka for eight months. “People tell us
how good the food is and the Dutch con-
tingent presented us with certificates of
appreciation,” he said.

Catering for different national tastes
can throw up the odd challenge.

With a selection of dishes to choose
from, British soldiers are used to opting
for one item; troops from other nationali-
ties, not familiar with the system, often
don’t.

“We have to tell them it is a selection
they make, not a collection,” said LCpl

ﬁ\
Sappers of 518 Squadron, 32
Engineer Regiment have
spent the summer
constructing a new heliport
facility at Banja Luka.

They were involved in
every aspect of the
operation from planning and
costing to construction. The
new helipads were
conceived in their design
office in Banja Luka.

Refuelling facilities have
also been improved to
incorporate a system which
protects the environment by
dealing quickly with leaks.

Frying tonight: From front, Cpl Kevin Kear-
ney, LCpl Martin Dalton and LCPL Kat
McVitie are kept busy in the cookhouse

Dalton. That’s easier said than done
when a typical lunch offers a salad bar as
well as a choice of nine hot dishes, and
the evening meal includes seven options.

Looking after the body beautiful

SOLDIERS in Banja Luka are not over-
impressed by the gymnasium facilities at their
Metal Factory base. And since they are
expected to keep fit, that's a potential problem
for the PTls.

But with a little imagination the job gets
done, and there are hopes for new arrange-
ments, according to Sgt Robert McClusky,
APTC. “The gym in the Metal Factory is tem-
porary but we are hoping for a purpose-built
facility in the autumn,” he said.
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Until then, Sgt McClusky and his colleague,
WO1 Keith McDonald, will keep their soldiers
fit by using a variety of exercise techniques.

“We do circuits in a commonsense fashion,”
said WO1 McDonald. “Troops have got to
retain a level of operational fitness.”

Sgt McClusky added: “Most soldiers enjoy
the training and | have found the overall level
of fitness to be good. Some work harder than
others but we are here to make it fun and
enjoyable, as well as beneficial.”

SOLDIER September 2000

All together: Working in theatre and relishing the opportunity, women serving with the Sup-
port Squadron gather in Banja Luka. Capt Clare Darby, adjutant of the multi-national
squadron, said the ten women in the unit carry out tasks ranging from chef to working
in the stores and driving. “There is excellent camaraderie and we try to have fun,” she added

Bl g e S e e

Mag with a mission

and writing the magazine in English and
getting it translated has had its problems
when the message has occasionally
been lost in translation. They
plan to use local journalist in
fature. The unit is also
involved in the broadcast work
of Radio Oksigen and with
NRTYV, the regional TV station
based in Banja Luka.

Using local presenters and
production crews, they make a
weekly TV programme, Dayton In
g Focus, which examines aspects of

the Dayton Agreement.

Mostrovi’s mission, ultimately, is to help
Bosnia in its pursuit of a future under-
pinned by multi-ethnic tolerance.

® Spreading the news - Page 35

LOCAL people reading a copy of Mestovi
is a common enough sight in MND(SW),
but what’s it all abour?

The not always easy job of M
ensuring the local population get
the real story about SFOR’s role
in their country is down to Maj
Nigel Jones, AGC, and his
Information Support Opera-
tions team. Mosrovi is one of
his main tools.

Distributed by soldiers as 1’
they patrol towns and villages, s
the weekly magazine is pri-
marily aimed at the young because Maj
Jones and his team are trying to capture
hearts and minds before another genera-
tion of hatred is spawned.

Mostovi is produced in four alphabets
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The Light Dragoons back
in the Balkans . . . again

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

B SQUADRON, The Light Dragoons is back
in Bosnia. “So what?” we hear you ask. Well, it’s
actually the regiment’s 13th squadron tour
since 1993, so you have to admire their res-
ilience.

Next year comes number 14, before a break
of 18 months and another tour in 2002.

Yet many of B Sgn’s soldiers are new to the
Balkans. Most have fewer than 18 months’ ser-
vice, so squadron commander Maj Gordon
Judd knows the pressure is on. “Because we
have done so many tours and have a wealth of
experience at NCO level, the youngsters can
call on their seniors for help,” he said.

While their role in theatre is not as challeng-
ing as it once was (a lack of edge felt by some
NCOs), for the younger members of the
squadron Bosnia remains
a genuine challenge.

From its German base
at Hohne, the 170-strong
squadron is deployed as
part of the l1st Bartalion,
The King’s Own Roval
Border Regiment battle-
group. The Light Dragoons
patrol the northern edge of the re-defined
Multi-national Division (South West) territory,
the boundaries of which were altered last April.
+ The battle-group is now located entirely within
the Republika Srpska.

Based in the Metal Factory at Banja Luka, B
Sqn has an area of responsibility about the size'
of that enclosed by the M25. It is mostly
“benign™: operational focus is on ensuring
compliance with the peace accord, deterring
gangsters and terrorism (enforcement is a
police task), and public order.

Maj Judd keeps his finger on the pulse
through regular contact with local politicians
and administrators. “It’s important I under-
stand their positions,” he said. “The powers of
the mayor, for example, are significant, much
more than ours at home.”

On the ground, his soldiers have the chance
to meet local people on Mostovt patrols, during
which they deliver the free weekly news maga-
zine of that name.

Twenty-five miles north of Banja Luka, 2nd
Lt Ashley Amos and his patrol distributed the

SOLDIER Scptember 2000

éWe've done so
many tours and
have a wealth
of experience
at NCO level ?

Watchful eyes: Light Dragoon soldiers maintain their presence in northern Bosnia

magazine in the village of Maglajani. “Mostovi
means ‘building bridges’, which speaks for
itself,” he said.

As well as Banja Luka, LD soldiers are based
at two key outposts located at Prnjavor and
Gradiska, where they live in large
rented houses.

At Prnjavor, Lt Will McAdam said
his squad of 15 would operate from
the house for their whole six months,
allowing them to build up a rapport
with local people. They are resup-
plied from Banja Luka.

The stability that SFOR has
brought to the area has resulted in ethnically-
cleansed Muslims returning to find Serbs
living in their homes. With hard-line elements
in the area, the Light Dragoons have to be on
their toes to face a growing problem.

Read all about it: Tpr Andy Clifton hands out
copies of Mostovito local residents in Gradiska

No end to
the misery

HALF a mile from the Light
Dragoons' base in Gradiska,
innocent victims of ethnic cleansing
cling to an existence of sorts. Here
are people with nothing but the
clothes on their backs, a look of
desperation in the eyes, and little in
their bellies.

The inhabitants, mostly Muslim,
live in huts that in Britain would be
considered inadequate for dogs.
Their former houses, yards away,
are occupied by Serbs.

The peace accord allows them to
live on the land, but not to reclaim
their homes until ownership has
been resolved. They scratch an
existence in what used to be their
gardens. Intimidation is ever-
present and the Light Dragoons

patrol several times a day to keep a -

lid on trouble.

A man rides past on a bicycle, his
body contorted. He is recovering
from a broken collar bone and is
grateful to an Army medic for giving
him painkillers after the local Serb
hospital refused to treat him. A pin
repairing his shoulder protrudes
though the skin, tearing his shirt.

A little girl stands outside her slum
and cheers soldiers who brought
her a teddy bear a few days earlier.

The war may be over in Bosnia,
but the suffering goes on.
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FOR HIM
BELTS UK/Europe Sutface mail
s00 e Belt. Small. Medwm. Large 13.25
S101  Black/Brown reversible leather belt. RHA Gun Badge on buckle 13.95
SIOTA Black/Brown reversible leather belt. RHA Cypher on buckle 1395
BLAZER BADGES - GOLD & SILVER WIRE
Selection of Blazer Badges RA. RAA & RA Cypher. Navy & Black 9.65
BLAZER BUTTONS
835 F I| with L.Lm maounted (Large). cach 4.00
836 each 4.00
8§37
S38 i
576 ick RA Ba ulu» arge)
8§77 Flar with die struck RA Badge (Small)
CAP BADG
SiDd RA (Brass). 2
SHMA RA (brass ) cap badge. E11R revolv

S1MB Brass helmet plate (Reproduction. Victorian ¢l 878)

SIME KGV ¢ (brass) cap badge. Revolving wheel (Re-strike).
CAR BADG
S112 Gold RA Cypher on blue background
P42B RAA Windscreen Sticker

Round (interior)

5§73 ark Blue china mug with RA Gun Badge in vellow
COFFEE MUG

Coffee Mug — stoneware pottery. RA Badge relief
COMB IN CA
831  Combin
CUFF LINKS

Large, round, gilt me|
Gilt oval cuff links. R
Gilt Badge on blue domed oval. Torpedo fitting

Owval, silver hallmarked cuff links with gilt RA Gun Badge. Chain link
Red enamel shield RA Gun Badge in gold.

Mutching tie slides available for S44 and S48 Cuff links.
CUMMERBUND

S67  Silk. Zig zag - Regimental colours,

DIARY

Pl

ither effect case. RA Gun badge and Cypher relief

ag design. Swivel link fitting.

One week 1o view - useful informa

P62 Notelets —

FLASKS

510 Pewter hip Nask. Mounted RA Gun Badge. In presentation box with funnel for
casy filling

S10A  Hip fMlask 60z. Blue leather RA Gun Badge

S10D Polished pewter 60z. Encraved RA gun Badge.

S10C Countryman ‘Chunky’ 60z Pewter Flask. Drinking cup incorporated in stopper.
Engraved RA Gun Badge

KEY RINGS

$51  RA Badge on tan leather tab

8§52 Hund-embroidered gold & silver RA Badge inserted in tan leather tab.

MEDAL HOLDER

RA drum emblazon. 10 notelets in biue card wallet

566 Medal holder — saves damaging your suit, etc

MODEL FIGURES

S131 Gunner carrying 155 shell. height approx 12", includes plinth

$132 Gunner carrying 155 shell. height 10" includes plinth

S133  Northern lre 1 Urban Patrol SARO

5134 RA Trumper 2 height approx 77, Includes 11/2 wooden base

§134D RHA figurine ¢ 1840. Antique silve
Includes 1/2* black base
MODEL FIGURES - BRONZE

sh. Height approx 43/4

5138 Bronze re Officer RHA

$139  Bronze figure Officer RA

§140  Bronze figure Bombay Horse Artillery

S141  Bronze figure Northera Ireland RA (SLR ).

S142  Bronze figure Northern lreland RHA (SLR

$143  Bronze figure RHA driver

5145 s Gunner RSA Larkhill

5146 nner ¢ 1809 Includes framed details of Regr 9 x 1/2 plinth.
5147 nner ¢ 1809, Includes framed details of Regt.

MODEL FIGURES - HAND-PAINTED

S137 RHA Officer
5144 RHA dnver.
M()DFI GUNS - PAINTED
gun. Painted on wooden plinth (Scale 1148)

25 Pdr. Olive drab mounted woode: (Scale 1732)
8 25 Pdr. Sand mounted on wooden (Scale 1/32)
S91 18 Pdr. Olive drab mounted on wooden (Scale 1/48)

MODEL GUNS - PEWTER

S82B Pewter 25 Pdi. Deploved in its turntable with spent shell cases
and ancillaries

SE3A 5.5 Pewter Gun on wooden base. (Collection only)

PAPER KNIVES

Solid Brass da;

PENSION BOOK C.

565 Bo

SCARVES & CRAVAT

541 RA Regimental zig zag

Polyester

ale 1/72)
(Scale 1/72)

RA Badge relief on handle.

£.60" x 12", Zig zag front, plain reverse

|Iuw< n both sides. Polyester
100% Lambswool

.:lwd on curved wooden background

sed on heraldic ype shield

broidered gold & silver wire on navy blue

27K 12",

silver wire on navy blue

wind with gold edging & 12"

dic RA Ba d painted wooden Shicld

| Regiment of Artillery scroll

ield. 8" x 10”. Hand painted RA Crest. Special order
"% 71427, RA Cypher in Pewter with Scroll

iment of Anillery. SUITABLE FOR PRESE

R A Gun Ba nlu Banner

“mhbroidere:

sels, 9

S84D
588

Superh Woode
Wooden Shield. 51
RAA or Royal R
SPECTACLE CASE

$43  Leather effect case in brown. RA Badge & Cypher

SWEATSHIRTS/SWEATERS/PULLOVERS

NTATION

§22  POLO Shirt - two bution pique with knitied collar - navy blue. RA Gun Badge
motif. Sizes: Smi, Med, Lge, X-Lge. XX-Lge. (Please add extra 50p for XXL.)
$24  Long Sleeved Sweatshin - Navy Blue - RA Gun Badge Motif

70% Cotton/30%: Polyester. Med
826 50% Wool/S0% Acrylic - Le
RA Gun Badge embroidered. Sizes 3
SWORD - ROYAL ARTILLERY
Exquisitely crafied miniature sword. Like
with ste

l x Lge
er - Navy Blue

Voneck.

their full size counterparts the are finted

blades etched with a spec
sword. Actual size 8", Blue pre:

ly created filigree pattern accord
ation box

Cheques and postal orders should be made

Foreign cheques atiract a substantial handling cha

6.60

2.50

1895
10.55
7.10
39.00
7.75

19.50

Pocket Diary - hardback. Maroon/navy blue with embossed RA Gun Badge in Gold

22.00
14.50
13.25

16.30

2.00
3.65

230

66.50
45.90
52.29
4144

29.65

56.3%
5388

6.00

485

15.60
14.00

2600

26.00

2080

1350

16.60

2.90

13.50

19.70

2250

able to: The Royal Artillery Associati

CHRISTMAS
GIFTS
SUGGESTIONS

CHRISTMAS CARDS 2000
This year we are offering a third card which
is to be sold in aid of the
Royal Artillery Association
CARD *C’ Santa comes to the Front Parade
£4.90 for a pack of 10 cards
Other cards are available-please
telephone or write for order form
Quote Ref: Sol 2000

CUTIVE CRYSTAL. RA GUN BADGE OR RA CYPHER
ENGRAVED. ATTRACTIVE SELECTION OF HAND
DECORATED LEAD CRYSTAL GIFTS.

v

rs 1o our Shop at Artillery

TANKARDS

§72  Iptstoneware pottery tankard - RA Badge relief. GhiExcopc S o
S119  Lidded heavy gauge tankard with mounted RA Gun Badge. 4730
8120 RA Cypher etched superior quality 1pt pewier. 229
S120A Superior quality 1pt pewter tankard - mounted RA Gun Badge. 2929
SI21 RA Gun Badge ewhed standard quality 1 pt pewter 16.50
S121A Standard 1pt pewter tankard - mounted RA Gun Badge. 16.50
5171 Crystal - Hand-cut | pttankard RA Cypher or Gun Badge 27.80
TIES
S62  RAA - RA Cypher on blue - 4* blade 670
863  RAA - RA Cypher on blue - 3" blade E.50
864 RA - Regimental zig zag - 3" blade. Smooth finish. 8.50
S64A RA - Regimental zig zag - 4" blade. Smooth finish. 7.50
$648 Ready-made bow tie. Zig zag Regimental colours. 7.40
S64C RA - Regimental zig zag - 3 blade, Smooth finish, 8.00
S64CC Clip-on - RA Regimental zig zag - 3" blade. Smooth finish £.05
$64D RA Regimental zig zag - 3" blade. Silk, 16.50
SO4E  Silk. self-tie bow tie. Zig zag Regimental colours. 1240
TIE SLIDE
S4BA  Red enamel shield tie slide. RA Gun Badge in Gold. 3.80
8114 Large round gilt metal - engraved RA Badge. (Compatible with $44 cuff links) 1100
TIE TACKS
529  RAA Badge/suck pin. .20
S29C RA tie wck/Mapel badge. Gilt enamel squeeze pin. Individually boxed. 255
830 Desert Army - lapel badge. Gilt enamel squeeze pin. Individually boxed, 155

ATS, WRAC, Women's Land Army, QARANC WAAFS. 300
S113  RA Badgesstick pin. Individually boxed 265
S$159  Gilt enamel RA Badge tie tack and chain. 5.00
TRAY PURSE
S102A Black leather tray purse. Embossed RA Badge. Small. 335
WALLETS
S105B Black leather notecase, Gilt comer mounted. RA Gun Badge in gold. 1295
$105C Durable brown leatherette note/coin case. RA Gun Badge in gold. 4.35

MEDAL MOUNTING SERVICE - FULL SIZE OR MINIATURE.

REPLACEMENT MEDALS CAN BE OBTAINED - DETAILS ON REQUEST.
ZIPPO LIGHTER
S13  Zippo lighter - RA Badge 12,95
BROOCHES VORI
56 Sweetk brooch — g mall RA Gun Badge on bar, 4.50
§79  RA Badge. Sterling silver with marc: laurel surround. 39.50
S80  RA Badge Sterling silver and marcasite. 36.00
SBOA RHA Cypher. Sterling silver and marcasite. 3L00
5127 RA Cypher - hallmarked silver 28.00
S128  RA Grenade. Sterling silver and marcasite. 31.00
SIW  RA Badge. Gilt brooch fitting. 2.68
COMPACTS
S110A STRATTON Sandstorm’ pattern compact. Loose or solid powder.

Engraved RA Cypher. 20,00
S110B STRATTON 'Sandstorm’ pattern compact. Loose or solid powder

Engraved RA Gun Badge, 20.00
EARRINGS
8126 RA Grenade earrings. Silver and marcasite. Pierced fitting

Compliments $128 Brooch. 29.50
PERFUME BOTTLE
§173  Exccutive crystal pyramid Perfume Boule. Fuchsia design with engraved

RA Cypher or Gun Badge. 20.20
PILL BOX
5109 STRATTON gilt 'Athena’ pattern mini Pill Box. Engraved RA Cypher, 15.50
S109A STRATTON gilt Athena’ pattern mini Pill Box. Engraved RA Gun Badge. 15.50
SPOONS
553 PRESENTATION BOX: Hinged velvet lined display case.

Tohold up 10 six spooas with satin lid showing twe Royal Warrants 2197
8§55 Polished sitver plated Coffec Spoon. Rhmm design.

Supplied in clear top display box. 590
TRINKET BOX :
595 White porcelain. Cobalt blae band with gold keyling and RA Gypher in gold on lid.

dn tasteful presentation boax: 12.50

FOR THE HOME

ADDRESS/TELEPHONE BOOK
SI08 Blue - embossed RA Cypher in gold. 81/4" x 6", 9.80
ASHTRAYS
§97 Chnaashiray. Oblong: Cobali blue band with gold keyline

and RA Cypher in gold. 9.35
8598  China ashiray. Square. Cobalt blue band with gold keyline

and RA Cypher in gold. 8.75
BRANDY BOWLS
S60D 'Claudia’ plain crystal brandy bowl. RA Cypher. 9.60
S168  Executive crystal hand cut brandy bowl. Large 2007, 24.60
CRYSTAL CLOCK
SIM4 Il clock. Lead crystal. RA Cypher or Gun Badje. 33.35
CRYSTAL DECANTERS
858 Square crystal Decanter. RA Cypher engraved 49.50
859 Square crystal Decanter. RA Gun Badge engraved 49.50
5166 Executive crystal hand cut square Decanter. RA Cypher or Gun Budgl. 57.50
HORSE BRASSES
S8 RA Gun Badge on black leather martingale. 590
S86A RHA Cypher on black leather martingale, 570
S80B  D-Day Normandy Campaign on black leather martingale 7.10
S86C  VE brass on black leather martingale. 1945-1995, 550
ICE BUCKET
892 Regimental Drum replica lee Bucker. 24.70
MATS - TABLE
893 Lacquered table mats — blue. RA Cypher in gold. 1 134" x 834",

Heat resistant to 650C ( 1490F) - 6.45
S93B  Lacquered table mats — red. Round. 9" circumference. RA Cypher in gold. a

Heat resistant to 650C. 6.45
PAPER NAPKINS ¢
865 White Paper napkms. 151/2" x 151/2", (If collected) 5.00
RA  Cypher in one cormer in red or blue, per 100, (If posted) £.00
DINNER CARDS
P63 Menu cards. Gold RA Cypher. per S0 .70
P20 Place cards, Gold RA Cypher. Flat. per 100 7.15
TEA TOWEL
S85C  Gunner animals, 270
WHISKY GLASS
S167 Executive hand cut crystal Whisky ss. Large.

Engraved RA Cypher or Gun Badge. 13.50
WINE GLASSES
S60B ‘Claudia’ erystal Claret Glass — 230ml. RA Cypher engraved .00
S169  Executive crystal hand cut Goblet 17.20
Z1G ZAG RIBBON
S8 Panama Hat Ribbon per metre. 3.65
89 172" zig zig Ribbon - suitable as timming for stationery, per metre. 1.25

verseas cheques should be drawn on a British Bank in sterling. Money orders and postal orders should be sent in sterling
House will save postage on‘the above home prices,
Prices include VAT and UK postage. BFPO orders are not subject to VAT, However, postage costs normg |II\ compensate for the VAT exce ‘pl in cases of large orders. Savings, aften considerable, will result when a number of items are sent together.

QUOTED PRICES REFER TO EXISTING STOCK AND CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY WHEN FRESH STOCKS ARE PURCHASED. L




Picture parade

Centenary
serenade:
Hyde Park
fills with
smoke as
The King’s
Troop, Royal
Horse
Artillery fires
a 41-gun
salute to
mark the
100th birth-
day of the
Queen
Mother. A 62-
gun salute
was fired at
the Tower of
London by
the Hon-
ourable
Artillery
Company.

Picture: Steve Dock

We're all off to
Africa-ina
double-decker

SOLDIERS serving with 16 Regiment
RA have left their base at Woolwich to
escorta London double-decker bus on
a 4,500-mile journey to the village of
Ekumfi Atakwa in Ghana.

From left to right are Bdr John Nor-
folk, 16 Regt RA, and SSgt Brett
Richardson and Cpl Kev Bell of 16
Regt’s Workshop REME section, who
modified and rebuilt a Land Rover to
accompany the bus. They are helping
with the logistics of the expedition,
which will take in the sand dunes of
Mauritania and the wide open spaces
of the Sahara.

Their OC, Maj Dominic Moorhouse,
REME, will be waiting for them in
Ghana, where the bus is to be handed
over to villagers as a means of trans-
port for children.

Seals of approval: Maj Stephen Harvey, R Irish, keeps an eye on two orphaned seal pups The project is the brainchild of John
given a new home at the Army’s base in Ballykinler. Finn and Tinkerbell, as they have been Knapton, Professor of Structural Engi-
named, were hand-reared after being found lost near Minerstown in June. Now they have neering at Newcastle University, who
been released by marine biologists at Ballykinler, where, since the turn of the last century, has built a library and sunk a borehole
small-arms firing on the ranges of the South Down complex has made the area a no-go for in the village, where he is known

humans but very hospitable to wildlife and seals in particular. Picture: Army News Team, HQNI as Chief Nana Odapagyan Ekumfi I.

Picture: Graeme Main

Regiment Museum in
Lichfield opened its
latest exhibit, a recre-
ation of a First World
War trench, they asked
Jack Staley, left, to
open it. He joined the
North Staffords in 1916
and served in the
trenches before being
sent home for being
under-age.

Picture: Stuart Bingham
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My Army: BR16 RICHARD HOLMES

The history m

Richard Holmes, 36 years in the Territorial

Army, is Director of Military and Security Studies

at Shrivenham. But he is best known for
his TV series and books about military history

Interview: Ray Routledge
Picture: Mike Weston

TO say that Prof Richard Holmes is a mil-
itary history enthusiast is akin to firing a
shot that falls way short of the mark.

He acknowledges that he is lucky in
that his passion for history
has not only been his
hobby and all-consuming
interest, it has also been his
career.

And his enthusiasm is
evident for all to see, for
Brig Holmes, to give him
his military title, lives,
breathes and thinks military strategy, his-
tory and defence-related studies at home
and at work.

When he is not writing or broadcasting
he is Professor of Military and Security
Studies and Director of the Security
Studies Institute at Shrivenham.

This academic group is engaged

61t is difficult to
keep control of
one’s emotions
in a place like
Verdun?

question of morale. Yesterday’s enemies
are today’s friends and working with new
allies is nothing new. “The British Army
has often done its business as part of a
coalition,” he replied. “It is no accident
that the two commanders I most admire,
Marlborough and Wellington, command-
ed more non-Brits than
Brits in their biggest battles.
So we always fitted into a
coalition army quite well.”
His life is full. Fle works at
least 12 hours a day, seven
days a week. “Mrs H has her
own views on that,” he said
with a grin. “When 1 retire
from the TA this November, I may get
some more time on my hands.”
Somehow that doesn’t seem likely for
a man who has published numerous
books but is perhaps best known for two

TV series, the extremely watchable War

Walks in 1996 and the even more popular
Western Front,

in lecturing, research and publica-
tion and has a major input into an
international  global  security

NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM
UMFORMS > EQ0IPMENT

screened last
year. And there

19th - 2158 ¢,

course attended by high-ranking
civilians and senior military offi-
cers looking at the problems of
security and international law.

“The students come from all
over the world,” said Brig
Holmes. “They visit places like
Ireland and for operational histo-
ry I take them off to Normandy
and even to Russia. There is
nothing else like it.”

For Brig Holmes, who
joined the TA as a private in
1964, it is the perfect environ-
ment.

The man who finished his
doctorate with a thesis on the
French Army 1866-70 has
been a Territorial part-timer
for most of his life, slipping in
some full-time service in mid-
career.

He lectured in war studies for
16 years at Sandhurst, where he
looked at other issues, including
what makes people fight and the

Eactifile

Career

1946 — Born Staffordshire

1964 — Joined TA

1966 — Commissioned

1969-85 Department of War Studies, RMA
Sandhurst

1985 — Lt Col (full time, non—-Regular), 2nd
Battalion, The Wessex Regiment

1986 — Colonel

1989- Director Cranfield University Security
Studies Institute; Brigadier TA 1994 — HQ
Land

1995 — Professor Military and Security Stud-
ies

1997-Director Reserve Forces and Cadets
1999—Colonel, The Princess of Wales's
Royal Regiment

Publications

The English Civil War (with Paul Young),
1974; The Little Field Marshal:Sir John
French, 1984; Firing Line, 1985; Soldiers,
1985; Riding the Retreat, 1995; War Walks,
1996; War Walks 2, 1997, The Western
Front, 1999.

Broadcasting
War Walks, 1996; War Walks 2, 1997; The
Western Front, 1999.

'”
are more in the pipeline. “The
next project is a terrific Imper-
ial War Museum book called
The Second World War tn Pho-
tographs, due out in Septem-
ber,” he said. “I worked with
a team of researchers and ran-
sacked the museum archives of
Second World War pho-
tographs, including British,
Allied and caprured pictures.

“The book goes through the
war year by year. We have tried
to get a feel for all the facets of
the war and I am delighted
with the results. The staff at the
IWM were terrific.”

Another bogk scheduled for next Feb-
ruary, The Oxford Companion to Military
History, 1s the result of six years’ work and
runs to almost a million words. Brig
Holmes was the general editor and main
contributor.

Then there is a so far untitled new four-
part TV series on the Second World War,
planned for early next year on BBC2.

“I have involved veterans who are a
tremendous asset as we try to tell the
story of four aspects of the war, including

A
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Cassino and Anzio and the Western
Desert,” he revealed.

While his work at Shrivenham and on
his books and television goes some way to
quenching an almost inexhaustible thirst
for knowledge and experience, he is
affected by emotions, too.

“I am not the sort of historian who lec-
tures at the camera. There is no script, so
a lot of what you see is me reacting with
the landscape and it does depend on emo-
tion. To better understand a battle you
should visit the battlefield. Sometimes it
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is difficult to keep control of one’s emo-
tions in a place like Verdun.

“At the end of that sequence in the Wész-
ern Front I did two takes but I was getting
serious problems with the back of my
throat and I’m glad I didn’t have to do a
third. I go there every vear but I find it an
emotional strain every time.”

He still gets a sense of excitement visit-
ing more ancient battle sites but he is con-
cerned about preservation.

“I have a beef about the way we treat
battlefields in Britain. We have done some

I IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM

THE SECOND WOELD

INPHOTOGRAPHS

WIN THE BOOK

We are giving away a copy of Richard
Holmes’s new book, The Second World
War in Pictures, worth £25, to one lucky
reader.

Answer the following question:

When is Battle of Britain Day?

Send your entry on a postcard to Soldier
Magazine, The Second World War in Pic-
tures, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, GU11
2DU (don't forget your own name and
address) to arrive no later than September
29, 2000. The first correct entry drawn will
be adjudged the winner. Normal competi-
tion rules apply.

savage things to them, including building
motorways across them and slinging
supermarkets on them. Until relatively
recently we have not been good at inter-
preting them and making them user-
friendly.

“Somewhere like Bosworth is an excep-
tion because there is a good interpretation
of the battlefield for visitors. I would like
to see the same thing done at Naseby.”

Brig Holmes admires the way foreign
battlefields are often preserved and cites
the American Civil War site at Gettysburg
as an example.

“Gettysburg was the climactic battle of
the war and is a hugely impressive site. Yet
even there it is a question of getting the
balance right as it runs the risk of being
crushed by the weight of commemoration
that is imposed upon it.”

Isn’t his fascination with places of death
and destruction macabre?

“I look at battlefields not for the glorifi-
cation of war, but to try to understand
what our forefathers did and experienced
when called to do their duty as they saw
it

His new books and TV documentaries
are eagerly anticipated.



It's not only the infantry which trains hard to keep
combat skills up to scratch. Signallers in Cyprus
on Exercise Lion Sun took it just as seriously

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston

ALL is quiet on the beach as the first light of

a new day creeps colourfully and magically
across the retreating black Mediterranean
night sky.

From the sea the low hum of a motor
grows louder until a landing-craft bursts
into view and heads for the
beach. Its ramp slams down,
disgorging dozens of soldiers

\ attack their objec-
tives.

Smoke and gunfire greet
the attackers as they storm the
beach. Another Lion Sun exercise is under
way.

For once the soldiers taking part are not
from the infantry but from Squadron,
16 Signal Regiment, normally found sup-
porting the Joint Headquarters at Rhein-
dahlen.

Under the watchful, occasionally critical
and always encouraging gaze of their offi-

the soldiers g no quarter while
attacking their objectives. Hours later, mis-
sion completed, they make their ' back to
base camp to be debriefed on what went
right . . . and wrong.

Maj Tony Burgin, squadron commander,

Attack: 255 Sqn, above, storms the beach

while, right, Sig Anthony Beardsley and
LCpl Steve Buckingham make an advance

said the five-week exercise for his 88 soldiers
was a far cry of sup-
porting Allied mmand Europe’s Rapid
Reaction Corps ( 1

Speaking at 5 camp at Radio

Sonde, ¢ : of mi rom Episkopi, Maj

i e wanted to have an exercise
around a purely military training
environment and this area gives us greater
freedom of movement than
our training areas in Ger-

many.”

It was the first time many of
the specialist soldiers had
attempted a béach landing.

“We see it as part of their

continuous -development and when the
junior NCOs actually give orders in the field
they learn how the battlefield orders process
worl aid Maj Burgin.

“The soldiers have completed a mixture
of theoretical lessons, range packages
including navigation skills, and they are
cracking on with it very well.”

Beach landing: Soldiers of 255 Squadron, 16 Signal Regiment go ashore,
courtesy of landing craft operated by 417 Port and Maritime Troop.
LCpl Glen Armitage, Cpl Kevin Smith and Lt John Lyons lead the way
Night watch: Cpl Kev Parkes, below left, and LCpl Chris Savage

s
| ]

On guard: Sig Mac McRoberts, left, keeps
an eye on his prisoner, Cpl Barney Revell

Lull: LCpl Jayne Robinson, left, and Capt
Mark Crinnion wait for orders to advance

&
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Issues

Civwy CO at the
Duke of York's

FOR the first time in its 197-year history
the Duke of York’s Royal Military School
at Dover has a non-military headmaster
and chief executive.

John Cummings comes from an educa-
tional background, but his sole military
experience was with the Combined Cadet
Force.

“I’s a marvellous school
and I feel very proud to have
been appointed,” he said of
the Duke of York’s, which
was founded in 1803.

“The most daunting task
so far has undoubtedly been
being the inspecting officer
on our weekly parades,
where 500 boys and girls
are immaculately turned

Civilian out in their ceremonial uni-
head: forms.

John “There is a march-past
Cummings accompanied by the

school’s 90-piece military band. It gives
us all an immense feeling of pride, but I
do feel somewhat inadequate in my pin-
striped suit.”

Gurkha drivers
told: You can’t
work in the UK

PERMISSION for former Gurkha dri-
vers to work in the UK after their time
with the British Army is over has been
refused by the Department of Education
and Employment.

Under the scheme, which had the sup-
port of the Regular Forces Employment
Association, former soldiers from 10
Gurkha Transport Regiment would have
been offered the chance to return to the
UK as contracted drivers for major distri-
bution companies.

The initiative, negotiated by Driving
Force Logistics Ltd with the British and
Nepalese Governments, would have
encouraged highly-skilled, Army-trained
Gurkha drivers to return to Britain to take
up contracts for two- to three-year periods.

The former Gurkhas would have been
employed, on permits assigned to DFL,
mainly by supermarket and petrochemi-
cal companies.

Despite a shortage of UK workers
wanting to drive trucks, the Overseas
Labour Service said it did not consider

the posts on offer required specialised

knowledge or experience not readily

available in the resident (UK and Europe)
workforce.

DFL is to appeal againét the decision.

y
Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569

Army Welfare Service 01722 436565
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
British Limbless Ex-Service

Men’s Association 020 8590 1124
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0800 1827 395
Cyprus 08091065

Bosnia 0800 731 4880

Others UK 1980 630854

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 020 8543 6333

Germany JHQ Mil 2272 or 02161 472272

Family Escort Service UK 020 7463 9249;

Gulf Families Association 0121 711 3028
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
Joint Service Housing Advice

Office 01722 436575

National Gulf Veterans and

Families Association 01482 833812
Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011

RBL'’s Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 08457 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980 618244
Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783
SSAFA Forces Help housing

advisory service 01722 436400

Veterans’ Advice Unit 08456 020302

War Pensions Agency 01253 858 858
WRVS 01235 442940

Welfare
pulls out

for Maria

WHEN Maria Barker was told
Social Services would take at least
two years to supply her with a
desperately needed but very
expensive “adjustomatic” bed she

the

started saving up.

attached to 22 Field Hospital in

Good

Then a friend told her about nights:
the Army Welfare Service (AWS), | Maria, left,
Because Maria is disabled, she | With SSgt
had had to wake her husband, Sgr | Gaynor
Clive “Ronnie” Barker AGC, g;?t?r:s “

Graeme Main

Aldershot, several times a night to L

help herin and out of bed. Now, thanks to
SSgt Gaynor Jones of the Aldershot Gar-
rison AWS team, Maria can get out of bed
by herself, leaving Ronnie to his well-
deserved sleep.

Just a week after Maria contacted the
AW, SSgt Jones was on the phone to tell
her SSAFA Forces Help and Aldershot’s
St Andrew’s Church Fund would provide
cheques to make up the £500 she still

® Naafi has launched a revamped website
to promote its new corporate identity and
branding. Shops, clubs, financial services and
the a new commercial section can be
accessed by visiting www.naafi.co.uk

[ ] S_SAFA Forces Help has formed a part-
nersh:g with the new on-line shopping village
free2give.co.uk, which includes leading

retailers such as WH Smith, HMV, Vauxhall

needed to buy the £700 bed. “To sav I
was gobsmacked would be an understate-
ment,” said a delighted Maria. “Please
help me say, through the magazine, a big
thank-vou to Gaynor, Maj Martin
Timmis [the area welfare support offi-
cer], SSAFA Forces Help, who gave
£300, and the church fund, which gave
£200. It has made a huge difference.”
It’s our pleasure, Maria.

and Great Universal Stores. SSAFA Forces
Hglp will receive a percentage' of the retail
price of goods ordered, at no extra cost to the
consumer. To access the site, go to SSAFA's

www.ssafa.org.uk and click on the free2give
logo to go straight to the shopping village.

® The British Forces Post Office (BFPO)
has signed up to an exclusive deal with inter-

net shopping venture expatshopping.com to
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ruths
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S HIDmE!

JUST as there is no shortage of let-
ters for Soldier’s Mailbag pages, we
never have enough space to print all
the correspondence we receive for
Postbag in the Army Families Fed-
gration's Families Journal. People
have a lot to say about their way of
life — and quite right too. We all need
to hear their points . . . and we might
even have an answer.

It is fairly essential these days for
employers who want to hang on to
their employees to have a reason-

employees to feel their views are valued.

Given the demands these days on soldiers
and their families, such internal communica-
tion is even more vital for the Army, but not
something that appears to come very easily.
The main means for conveying messages is
the chain of command — in other words, via
the boss. In an organisation which relies on
rank to maintain discipline, such messages
can be perceived as orders or edicts rather
than friendly missives.

As for sending messages back up the
chain (even if soldiers feel able to express
their opinions or grievances to their immedi-
ate superiors without fear of

whether their views would be
passed on by an unsympa-
thetic boss.

Which is why letters to Sol-
dier and the Journal provide a
necessary additional channel

communications and has initiated attitude
surveys and, more recently, CGS's Briefing
Team to enable soldiers and their families to
express their views directly to the top with no
comeback.

Sadly, however, cynicism is still rife on the
ground as to whether the Army really wants
to communicate with its people. Many do not
feel particularly well communicated with.

This is not surprising, given the experi-

ences some have when trying to get answers

Why your say is so
important to Army

Sue Bonney is

ably sound idea of their opinions editor of the
about the job — and for those Families Journal

comeback), it is debatable & « i“te"'!al :
communication
is even more

vital for the
Army, but not

B e, SOMRRING R . heceie o pocr
ministers. appears to come  communications, you don't

The Army recognises thatit il know that your input is
has to improve its internal EI'Y £ y , needed. Well, you do now.

SUEBONNEY,

to legitimate questions or concerns
at a local level. The AFF often
hears from exasperated people,
particularly spouses, who have
been unable to penetrate the barri-
ers of rank and procedure.

To make sure we are accurately
representing families’ views and
have facts and evidence to fight the
issues, AFF and the Journal need
feedback.

This is not encouraged when
some of our readers do not receive
the latest issue until months after it
has been sent out to units. Or
worse, do not receive it at all.

A great means of communication is left
unread simply because some units give low
priority to their families being informed and
feeling more valued as a result.

And if families don’t read the Journal, they
can't respond to the articles, information or
issues — or even the reader offers. They
won't write letters to Postbag, so we won't
know about their particular concern or griev-
ance, and nor will the Army or other families.

We all lose out. It's no good you not both-
ering to say anything when asked - an
apparently apathetic silent majority is no help
to internal communications.

Feedback, and response to
feedback, is vital, and needs
encouragement. If you are
canvassed for your opinion,
give it. You may have switched
off after years of trying to say
something and being ignored,

You may be perfectly happy with your lot —
and the Army needs to know that too.

So respond to that survey, talk to CGS's
Briefing Team and the AFF, write to Soldier
and the Journal. Communicate.

The summer issue of the Families Journal
was sent to all units in early August for
onward delivery to families. Have you
received your copy yet? Visit the new AFF

website at www.aff.org.uk or e-mail us at
us@aff.org.uk

offer discounted shipping rates on all orders to
Servicemen and women. Under the arrange-
ment, any order for delivery to British forces
personnel will be subject to BFPO postage
rates. Marmite, Walkers crisps and Yorkshire
tea are said to be among the items in demand
by soldiers based abroad.

® Four Learndirect centres are to be estab-
lished in garrisions by the University for Indus-
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Naafi, SSAFA and BFPO announce internet shopping opportunities

try (Ufi), making on-line learning accessible to
Army personnel throughout the UK. The
scheme will be piloted in learning centres in
London, Aldershot, Tidworth and Wattisham.

® A new créche facility at the Army Training
Regiment in Pirbright Camp has been opened
by Brig Tweedie Brown, commandant of the
Royal Logistics Training Group and comman-
der of Deepcut Garrison.

Cyprus joins
list of 'pet
passport’
countries

SERVICE families are among those who
will most benefit from the Government’s
decision to extend the “pet passport”
scheme to 15 more countries, including
Cyprus.

From January, pets entering the UK from
Ascension Island, Australia, Barbados,
Bermuda, Cyprus, the Falklands, Hawaii,
Japan, Malta, Monserrat, New Caledonia,
New Zealand, St Helena, Singapore and
Vanuatu will be allowed in without undergo-
ing six months in quarantine, provided they
are fitted with the appropriate microchip
and vaccinated against rabies.

They must also have had a recent blood
test to insure the treatment has been effective
and been treated against ticks and other par-
asites. Documentary proof that all is in order
has to be produced before Customs officers
will allow a pet into Britain.

Twenty-two counties in western Europe
are already covered by the scheme. Animals
travelling from the United States, where
rabies is endemic, are still subject to the
UK’s strict quarantine rules,

Pilgrimage scheme
deadline extended

THE Government’s grant-in-aid scheme
for widows who want to visit their hus-
band’s grave overseas has been extended
for another two years. It was due to end in
March.

According to the Royal British Legion,
which has run the scheme for the past 15
years, many war widows have yet to bene-
fit from the assisted pilgrimages. Anyone
may join the trips but only war widows are
eligible for subsidies.

To find out more, contact Remem-
brance Travel, Royval British Legion,
Aylesford, Kent ME20 7NX (tel 01622
716729 or 716182).

Jobs on the line

A MAJOR development to the Regular
Forces Employment Association website,
www.rfea.org.uk, is the addition of new
facilities which allow candidates to view
nationwide vacancies and employers to
view a sample of quality candidates. The
site already allows Service leavers to regis-
ter on-line for job-finding support. The
RFEA offers ex-Service personnel a life-
long job-finding service at no cost.




nthony

Army’s Olympic hopeful

CAPT Guy Fordham (RAMC), who has
been selected for the Great Britain
Olympic hockey team,
will be alone in carrying
the Army’s hopes for a
medal in Sydney.

The talented midfield-
er, pictured left, who
plays for Guildford, just
missed out on a team
place at the Atlanta
Olympics four years ago.

“We have a good
chance of making the
semis and once we are
there, well . . . I'm
hoping to bring back a
medal,” he said.

Former Army sergeant
Kelly Holmes was been selected to repre-
sent Great Britain in the 800m.

Swimming triumph

A RECORD number of swimmers com-

Warriors’ anxious start
THE Army’s senior basketball squad,
the Warriors, took on the Thames Valley
Tigers, the Bracknell-based
professionals, in an exhibition match at
Maida Gym, Aldershot and contained
them 82-54, even though at one point it
looked like they
might be
overwhelmed. The
sides are familiar with
the other’s tactics
since they joined
forces two years ago
for training purposes.
The Warriors have
won both the Wessex
League (Hampshire,
Berkshire and Surrey)
outright, and also the
Karl Taylor Shield,
the league’s open
knockout
competition. The two
trophies were
presented to the team

Slamming:Warriors cap-
tain SSgt Neil Tolson
(REME) tries his luck

peted in the 25th Inter-Services long dis-
tance championships at Lake Bala,
Gwynedd, Wales.

shortly before play
began.

Using freestyle, Army swimmers SSgt
Ian Coles (QDG), Lt Vanessa Galloway
and Lt Catherine Jardine (both RMAS)
took the first three places in the 1,500m
short course event. In the breaststroke
category the first three home were Spr
Jonathon Wright (RE), SSgt Bruce
Davidson (RLC) and CSgt Jay Shaw
(I'TC Wales).

In the 5,000m long course breast-
stroke event, Maj Hamish Robson
(REME) came second and Cpl Clare
Slocombe (AGC, artached to 1 R¢ 1]) was
second in the women’s event,

The first three Army swimmers in the
5,000m were Sgt Shaun Bailey (RL.C),
2nd Lt Ryan Thomas (RMAS)and I ¢
Col David Hayes (AAC Australia).

Accountants on the run

T MANAGEMENT AcCOUNTA
SERVICES { ARMY ) .

FOUR military members,
left, of the Management
Accountancy Services
(Army) in Guildford ran
100km around the town
of Biel, north of Geneva,
Switzerland, for charity.
SSgt Calvin Routledge
was first home in 9hr
48min. The other
runners were W02 Mark
Sadler, WO1 Graham
Waller and WO2 Andy
Barrow. The Army
Benevolent Fund and the
Down’s Syndrome Association were each
presented with cheques for £1,150.

Crowd mystified over
referee’s try decision

MANY of the world’s greatest rugby play-
ers were at Twickenham last month for
the Middlesex Sevens, writes Roger
Thompson. The Penguins fielded Serevi
and Satala while Thomas Castaignede
made his debut for Saracens. Home inter-
nationals were almost two-a-penny.

Ten premiership teams participated
and the ludicrous situation of the Army
playing against one of its own, OCdt Josh
Lewsey (RMAS) in Wasps colours, was
narrowly avoided when the Wasps limped
out of the plate semi-final.

The Army lost narrowly in the opening
rounds to the professionals of Sale Sharks
and then faced LeedsTykes in a powerful
plate competition. Leeds’ joint union-
league approach had been hyped in the
national media, with dual code Welsh
international Iestyn Harris drawing yards
of column inches.

One national Sunday paper headlined
its story “Army ambush Harris”, but
Leeds were more realistically put to the
sword 33-10 in open battle by an Army
team which produced a seamless mixture
of Fijian “smoke and mirrors” and British
confrontation.

In the forwards Andy Dawling (7 Para
RHA), Bull Bulumakaj (1 RS) and Alfred
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Vakacokavanua (Scots Guards) foraged,
tackled in defence and contributed to
launching attacks.

In the semi-finals, London Welsh were
blown apart in an Army exhibition of
sevens play that even the Penguins were
hard-pressed to emulate. At its best,
sevens is an art — a mix of ballet and sumo
wrestling, each player being able to show
both skills.

Switch, counter-switch, dummy switch
and dummy runs between Emosi Nais-
aramaki, Ken Kainoco and Epili Qolik-
ibua (all 1 RS) left the Welshmen gasping
for oxygen as the Army ran in seven
superb tries and drew huge applause for
their 40-0 victory.
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Charging forward: Bull Bulumakaj, above
Grace and fervour: Emosi Naisaramaki,

left, does his best to shake off a challenge
as Andy Dawling shadows him in support

unexpected

By comparison the plate final was an
anticlimax. London Irish, professionals to
a man, and in full training, somehow
managed to retain sufficient ball to deny
the Army try-scoring opportunities.

Referees are wise old birds with hind-
sight-quality vision. With seconds to go
and with the Army trailing 14-9, the Reds
split the Irish defence and, to tumultuous
cheers, crashed in under the posts for
almost certain victory. Unfortunately for
the Army, this meticulous official had
spotted an infringement unseen by the
other 30,000 at Twickenham.

Such is sevens. Out of such injustices
are great empires made. Like McArthur,
the Army will return.

High-life for skydivers

THE British Army Four-Way Formation
Skydiving Team got together with the

US Army Parachute Team, the Golden
Knights, for a combined training camp at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. The team of
Maj Dave Tyler (RLLC), Capt Brad
Reader (ACF), Lt Alastair Macartney
(RLC), Sgt Ian Cashman (PWRR) anc_‘l
Cpl Jim O'Kane (RE) attempted to b_ulld
as many different formations in the time
limit of 35 seconds.

On returning to the UK the team
finished fourth in the British skydiving
championships at Hibaldstow, South
Humberside.

Anyone interested in learning to
skydive can contact the team through the
web page — Quiksilva.com - or Maj
Dave Tyler on 0468 683 329.

@



Heights of adventure
WHO better to write the first history of
British military mountaineering than
Maj (Retd) Bronco Lane? In 1976, he

and fellow soldier Brummie Stokes made

it to the top of Mount Everest — becom-
ing the third and fourth Britons to do so.

Military Mountaineering (Hayloft Pub-
lishing, paperback, £17.95) explores the
elements of the Armed Forces which
engage in climbing as part of their mis-
sion. It examines how
military mountaineers
have helped evolve
climbing knowledge
and expertise, some-
times in difficult opera-
tional areas, and also
covers the philosophy
and importance of
adventurous training.
This is a soldier’s
straightforward account
of some quite excep-
tional men in excep-
tional circumstances. It
18 illustrated with 50 mostly colour pho-
tographs.

TA football call-up

FOOTBALLERS who want to be con-
sidered for the 2000-01 Territorial Army
squad should write giving details to the
Secretary, Territorial Army Sports
Board, Association Football, ¢/o G3 Trg,
HQ Land Command, Erskine Barracks,
Wilton, Salisbury SP2 OAG.

Trials of youth

THE Army Rugby Union is conducting
trials and selection for its youth squad for
the new season. Those selected will rep-
resent the Army in the Inter-Services and
the U20 county championships. For
more information contact Gavin
Williams via email at
yvoutharmy@RFU,btinternet.com or
telephone 01962 888243,

RSME sweeps up

AFTER a disappointing spell last year,
squash players from 1 RSME went away
and re-grouped and have just completed
a storming
season, winning
everything they
entered includ-
ing the Kent
Summer Cup,
the Inter-
Corps champi-
onships, the
Army champi-
onships and the
4 Division
league and cup;

Brothers’ blistering
pace secures victory

A SCORCHING sprinting display by the
Thomas twins set the seal on victory for 3
Close Support Regiment RLC in the
major unit athletics

- finals at Aldershot

Military Stadium.

/" Ptes Josephus and
/' Joselyn, both former

Sierra Leone internation-
als, helped their regiment
rack up a 24-point margin
over nearest rivals 1 Cheshire
and 11 Signal Regiment.
Josephus  took the 100m
crown and Jeselyn the 200m.
Twenty-three men’s and
women’s team’s from North-
ern Ireland, Cyprus and Ger-
many went through elimination
rounds to reach the finals.
= In the minor
units’ event,
three teams were
always in con-
tention, with
HQ 4 Div
(APTC) finish-
ing just four points ahead of their nearest
rivals, ATR Bassingbourn. The women’s
team contest was also closely fought, with
the lead changing throughout the day
before 11 Signal Regimentt triumphed.

Hammer man: Sgt
Simon Harraway (1
Cheshire) was second
in the hammer

No doubting
Thomas twins

Pictures: Steve Dock

Fast track: Pte Joselyn Thomas (3 (CS)
Regt RLC) runs a blinder on the 200m bend

Yachting coverage

AS the RLC offshore racing manager [
noted your report on the Army Sailing
Association Regatta with interest (Page
49, August). I have no idea who penned
the article but thought you might be inter-
ested in some supporting information.

Your article noted SSgt Anderson’s
lead in the Victoria 3 Division but failed
to mention his remarkable result of win-
ning every inshore race and the Passage
Race in that division during the regatta.

I understand this achievement is
unprecedented and won him the Sabre

Bowl for the best yacht in the ASA regat-
ta. It is the first time this prestigious
trophy has been won by a Victoria 34.

Your article also failed to mention the
Inter-Corps trophy (the Dolphin Trophy)
which is hotly contested by teams consist-
ing of one yacht owned by a Service vacht
club and a Victoria 34.

The RLCYC team, consisting of SSgt
Anderson’s Victoria 34 and Thunderflash
won this trophy from the REMEYC by a
clear margin on nine points. The REYC
came third in the team competition.
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ent a bit

Electric Watts

too powerful

Name goes on trophy
for record 13th time

IT was business as usual for Maj Nigel
Watts (AAC) in the Army tennis champi-
onships at Aldershot. )

He served up another sparky perfor-
mance to claim his 13th crown, overcom-
ing Capt Austin Coventry (RE) in the
final.

SSgt Heather McNair (R Signals)
added a second championship to her tally
by beating L.t Anna Fox (RA).

“In the Inter-Services at Wimbledon the
Army’s men’s team made it four victories
in a row. The Army fielded a strong team
with Coventry as the top seed and SSgt
Eric Simpson (APTC) and Capt Alastair
Mills (REME) the second and third
strings.

In the women’s matches, the Army nar-
rowly missed out on victory when the
RAF pipped them by one rubber.

The women’s top seeds were McNair,
fresh from her string of victories at Alder-
shot, Fox and Lt Karen Banks (RLC).

B There has never been a better time to
improve your tennis. Qutdoor courts at
the Army Tennis Centre, Aldershot, are
free to military personnel and the indoor
courts are available at reduced prices
(telephone 94222 2830 for bookings).

For details of competitions telephone
Maj Erskine-Tulloch on 94271 2932.

KKK EX RS

X XX XXX
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Net profit: SSgt Heather McNair on her way
to the singles crown at the Army champi-
onships. She also claimed the doubles and
mixed doubles’ titles Picture: Steve Dock

‘ ‘h—

Right Royal did win their division in the
inshore series but the competition was
much closer than your article suggests.
Kingfisher (Lt Col Peerless AGCSA) also
won two races out of four and only three
points separated the first three boats in
division two at the end of the series.

Undeniably, we were disappointed that
Thunderflash did not achieve a bet.ter
result in the Army regatta, despite taking
line honours in her division (first to
finish) in four out of five races in the
series.
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overboard

However, from an RLC perspective,
the outcome was rather more positive
than vour article suggests. Thunderflash
went on to get a creditable fourth place in
the Princess Elizabeth Challenge Cup
behind the three Service team yachts and
to win the Services Offshore Race out-
right. — Lt Col Mark Bouch, Racing
Manager, RLC Yacht Club

A The report was based on facts supplied by
an officer from the Army Sailing Association
and was published in good faith. — Sports
Editor

Record-breaking haul
CPL Dave Ostapuik (1 PWO) has given
his rivals something to carp about. In a
two-week period he caught the largest
common specimen in England, weighing
in at 501b 8oz, pictured below, and then
followed it up by landing the largest carp
taken in Yorkshire. That was a mere tid-
dler by comparison, weighing a mere
401b 20z. It was the first time Dave had
fished either of the lakes.

Cadets’ help harnessed

CITY of London NE sector Army cadets
from 26 Troop, The Life Guards,
Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment
got a taste of country life when they
helped out at the Stanford Rivers Horse
Trials at Ongar, Essex by assisting in the
show jumping and dressage events.

One point in it

THE Army U21 rugby squad lost out to
the RAF development side 15-14 in the
cup final of the RAF Akritori interna-
tional floodlit tens in Cyprus.

Clay shooters on target

AN Army Clay Target Shooting Associa-
tion project to give every recruit the
chance to fire and handle a shotgun
during basic training has moved a step
closer.

Two one-day safety officer courses at
Catterick Camp, Yorkshire, were held for
the permanent staff instructors, who
train infantry recruits in specialist
weapon skills. The ACTSA hopes they
will sow the seed of interest so that
young soldiers will take up the sport in
the future date,

For more information about clay target
shooting contact Capt Paul Rabbidge on
01722 433736.

Royal Scots set pace

A TEAM from The Royal Scots present-
ed a cheque for £2,500 to Chest, Heart
and Stroke Scotland after successfully
completing the London Flora Marathon.

Steve Dock
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T{E SECOND WORLD WAR contains vivid
details of all the major events; the fall of
France, the Western Desert, Hitler’s fatal
attack on Russia, Pear] Harbor, D-Day,
Victory in Europe and the defeat of Japan.
This series is richly illustrated with
nearly twenty thousand photographs
and informative drawings and maps,
which create 2 memorable and vivid
portrait of war.
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Picture: Dick Field

Heave-ho: 40 Regt RA coach SSgt Ronnie Barker exhorts the 640kg side to give their all

Buoyant maritime
loggies pull titles

THOUSANDS of spectators watched 17
Port and Maritime Regiment pull their
way into the record books at the Army tug
of war finals at Larkhill.

The maritime loggies became the first
team to win all four weight categories two
years running.

But it was by no means a foregone con-
clusion. Before the start, the competition
was felt to be wide open, especially after
last vear’s champions, with a new coach
and several new pullers, only managed to
win one silver medal at the Land Com-
mand championships.

In the 600kg class, 40 Regiment RA did
their utmost but were unable to match 17
Port’s tight rope pressure.

It was the turn of the improving Royal

CRICKET

SUSSEX and Middlesex 2nd XIs provid-
ed tough tests for Army as they prepared
for the Inter-Services at Aldershot (report
in October issue). Both counties included
first-teamers who made their mark.
Wasim Khan’s 64 helped Sussex to a
seven-wicket win at Aldershot, while
Middlesex, despite struggling in the
championship, included several players
trying to establish themselves and made a
strong Army XI look second rate. A third
defeat was inflicted by the British Police.
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School of Signals to upset the applecartin
the 680kg class. But despite a strong
effort, 17 Port added to their gold haul.

Gunner champions 40 Regiment took
up the challenge in the 560kg class, but
again to no avail.

The final weight, the prestigious 640kg,
involved the main medal hopes, 17 Port,
40 Regt RA, 1 RHA and 4 R Irish, drawn
in the same group. After a titanic final
struggle by 1 RHA, the loggies took their
fourth gold . . . and their place in the
record books.

B Plans are under way for a celebration
of 50 years of Army tug of war, to take
place in 2002 at Aldershot, the home of
the first finals. For details contact Maj
(Retd) Dick Field on 07899 898092,

The three-match losing streak ended with
a morale-boosting five-wicket win over
Wiltshire at Tidworth in a match played
for a trophy donated by the RL.C.

Army 158 (32 overs). Sussex 159-3 (30).
Sussex won by 7 wickets. Middlesex 249-6
(50) (Cpl S Cornhill 3-47). Army 89 (21). Mid-
dlesex won by 160 runs. Army 117 (48).
British Police 118-6 (40) (Sgt D Thompson 3-
20). Police won by 4 wickets. Wiltshire 115
(LCpl | Smith 5-25, Cpl S Comhill 3-16, Lt C
Phillips 2-11). Army 118-5 (Sgt N Palmer 36
not out). Army won by 5 wickets.

Army wins over 25 laps
SGT Rod Leach (APTC) won the inau-
gural Inter-Services 10,000m champi-
onships at Aldershot in a time of 3 1min
33.1sec. He was followed home by SSgt
Colin Palmer and SSgt Kenny Butler.
That solid performance won the Army
the team prize ahead of the RAF.

But the RAF got their revenge in the
Inter-Services decathlon and heptathlon
championships, also held at Aldershot,
when they beat the Army and Royal
Navy into second and third respectively.

Enter the Supergames

SUPERGAMES 2001 take place in
Christchurch, New Zealand next year
from March 30 to April 8. Serving or
retired personnel are eligible to take part
in events, including some traditional
track and field and some not, such as ori-
enteering, scuba and paintball.

Further information on

www.supergames2001.co.nz

Sappers’ peak of fitness

FIVE soldiers from 11 Field Squadron,
38 Engineer Regiment, based at Ripon,
North Yorkshire beat 40 teams to win the
Three Mountain Challenge. The sappers
went up and down Ben Nevis, Scaffell
Pike and Snowdon in the fastest time.

The winning team was made up of
SSgt Billy Hardwick, Cpl John
Varadinek-Skelton, LCpl Brian Keen,
Spr Gunny Gunshon and Spr Gaz
Williams.

History made in Holland

FOOTBALLERS from B Company,
Royal Irish Rangers made history by
becoming the first TA team to take part
in the John De Jonre Memorial World
Cup tournament in Holland.

The competition has been running
since 1970 and is contested by more
than 40 teams from around the world.
The Rangers’ best moments were the 3-0
win over the Czech Republic and a 3-1
victory over Bulgaria.

Sail to the Canaries
NEWCOMERS to sailing are being
encouraged to take part in unit expedi-
tions in the Canary Islands over the
winter. Departing Gosport on November
20, there will be a two-week feeder leg to
Lisbon in Portugal and then another to
Las Palmas.This will be followed by
seven two-week periods over which the
vacht can be hired.

The yacht can accommodate a skipper
plus six crew. Enquiries to Maj (Retd)
Barron on 01264 383080/94391 3080.




Suppliers and

O o® manufacturers of

specialist
leisurewear SPORTS STRIPS.

HEAVYWEIGHT KHAKI : ® RUGBY @ HOCKEY
T-SHIRT ® SOCCER @ NETBALL

EMBROIDERED FROM £4.70 ® CRICKET
NO SET-UP

OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE ® TUG-OF-WAR

oy

111 HUBERT ROAD
SELLY OAK ® SWEATERS ® SWEATSHIRTS

@ T-SHIRTS @ POLO SHIRTS
BIRMINGHAM @ SKI HATS @ BASEBALL CAPS
B29 6ET @ TIES ® BLAZER BADGES
TEL: +44 (0) 121 472 5300 @ SPORTS BAGS @ POLAR FLEECE

FAX: +44 (0) 121 472 8017 ' @ TRAINING TOPS/TROUSERS

E-MAIL:peter@rsfarmah.freeserve.co.uk

COURT MARTIAL!
POLICE INVESTIGATION!
MILITARY LAW SPECIALISTS

® Expert Court martial representation in UK and abroad.
® Free advice and representation at Police interviews.

® Unique experience of military life.

® Immediate free advice.

® Knowledge of the military system, its rules and regulations.

ASK FOR DAVID HOWELL

= 21 years’ prosecution/defence experience of military court martial w 20 years’ military service

Contact: ELLISON & @C) SOLICITORS HEADGATE

P& Headgate Court ® Head Street ® Colchester CO1 1NP
(NZ) Tel: (01206) 764477  Fax: (01206) 764455

Members of the Forces Legal Network
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COMPETITION 706

Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of his
drawings taken from our a
archive. Circle the differences
in the lower image, cut out
the whole panel, add your
name and address and send to
HOAY 706, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by October 2.

A photocopy is acceptable, but
only one entry per person may be
submitted.

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will win
£100; the second and third
will receive £10 gift vouchers.
No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the November
issue.

July competition (No 704):
First correct entry drawn was
from WO2 D Winship, 135
Indep Topo Sqn RE (V), of
Ewell, Surrey, who wins
£100. Runners-up Miss J ("Name - (Give initials and rank of lille)
Osler, APT, Camberley and
Mr R D Johnson, DASD,
MoD, Whitehall, each receive
a £10 gift voucher. The ten (" Address :
differences were: roof tiles;
window; G in “building”; nail
in wall; arm on diagram;
cat’s tail; left-hand medic’s
lapel and toe; patient’s left
arm; stretcher rod. \.
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® Save cash when you subscribe today
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® FREE postage ® FREE binder :

UK: (12 isSUES) ....... £23.00 (24 issues) ....... £40.00 |
l

Ja& 1\
al
A\

\

Overseas (12issues)......£32.20 (24 issues) ....... £60.00
BFPO: (12 18BUSR) LAl . N e et £13.80

ﬁfﬁ/ Jj%)

I would like to subscribe to SOLDIER for: d One year U Two years

b,

I
]
I
I enclose a cheque/PO payable to SOLDIER for: ........... :
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COSTELLO

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 020 8478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631
UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Iiford Essex IG1 4BS

| | is NOT just
‘ another kit list.

For deatails of advertising rates and publishing dates
please call Soldier magazine on 01252 347352/355056

' STAND BY! STAND BY! |
FREE CATALOGUE |

WHEN YOUR JOB
DEMANDS MORE!
WILL YOUR KIT
MEET THE
CHALLENGE?

The new SASS
Catalogue No 15,

It offers you exclusive innovative items and selected issue |
equipment. Optional extras, after sales, repair'service . . .

For your FREE colour catalogue, write, telephone or fax to the
following address, or send the coupon below to: ‘

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George’s Quay,
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 5QJ ‘
Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524 844239

BODYGUARDS

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

For an information pack
send a large SAE to:

Professional Bodyguard Association

The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce,
Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB

No telephone enquiries

Such is the reputation of the
PBA that in 1997 we acted
as Close Protection advisers
to the Chiefs of Staff at the
Pentagon.

‘British expertise at work through the PBA’

FOR THE VERY LATEST STOCK UPDATE
JUST CALL US - NOW!
01367 710333

dX

TAyx .
. H(-\} ;"\fi:,r:

= NG

To get the very best SC; S
all-round package, you need =~ M. E p
all the latest facts and ' codar VY.
figures - now they’re here il

in the brand .new, 2000 Tax Free
Buyer’s Guide- and it’s yours
ABSOLUTELY FREE! For your copy

just call the SCE Information line SCE
RPN

on(UK) 01367-710333 now! !

. =
OR WRITE TO US AT:- SCE LTD, PO BOX 177, auto international

FARINGDON,OXON, UK, SN7 7EW
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World of wheels

WHILE normal car-mad kids doodled
Jaguars and Ferraris on their school exer-
cise books, I always drew Lotus Elites and
Elans, hoping that some day I might drive
cars of the marque. Over the years such
days have come and gone all too quickly,
but every time the appeal of Lotus has
intensified, writes Syd Taylor.

Now here is the Elise 1118S; its paint
lustrous, its purity of line unparalleled.

A composite fibre body clothes a
remarkable chassis of a space-frame tube
design constructed of extruded anodised
aluminium sections. The Lotus philoso-
phy that “light is right” is in evidence
everywhere just as it has always been since
the days of Colin Chapman.

A word of warning: getting into the
Elise is hard when the hood is up. The
sills — clad in aluminium with part
vinyl covering — are broad and to get
behind the wheel you must first
step over onto the ribbed
cross member in front of the
seat cushion, hold onto the
windscreen pillar and
bring in your other leg,
sliding yourself into the
thinly-padded seat.

Once settled, you'’re
surprised by the amount
of room. The seat, with its
high back, is supportive and
wings wrap around the
squab to check your move-
ment during hard corner-
ing. You sit fairly upright
with legs splayed either side
of the small leather-covered
steering wheel. The trim is basic in the
extreme: this is not for someone just
“looking for a little sports car”. An Elise is
radical and it shows,

Instrumentation is sparse with just a
speedo and rev-counter set into a carbon-
fibre effect fascia, plus a mulufunction
LCD readout for fuel and coolant gauges

but then what more does a racer-on-the-
road need? There’s nothing spare in the
cabin —it’s a car built for a job: but it’s also
a precision-tool and everything is beauti-
fully made.

Once under way, initial miles must be
slow if the Elise is to be learnt properly.
The engine is less highly-strung than
you'd believe and the idea that it should
be inflexible and “cammy” — fluffing and
spluttering unless you're at the top of the
rev range — is soon dispelled.

Pulling remarkably from low revs, the
highly acclaimed Rover 1.8 litre K-Series
engine produces 143 bhp and uses vari-
able valve control (VVC) for optimum
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Lotus Elise 1118

avyweight

Body Composite fibre

Engine 1.8 litre 16V 4 cylinder in-line

DOHC fuel-injected. Mid-mounted,
transversely. 143 bhp at 7,000 rpm
Transmission Manual five-speed trans-axle
driving rear wheels ]

Chassis Space-frame, aluminium

Suspension Double wishbones with single coil

springs over monotube dampers all round

Wheels Lotus-designed alloy

Tyres Pirelli P Zero - front, 185/55 R16;
rear, 225/45 R16

Brakes Discs all round. Non-servo
Weight 714 kg

Performance Maximum speed 133 mph
Fuel consumption Combined 38.6 mpg

Price £26,590

performance
throughout the rev
range. Throttle response is fabu-
lous and the engine answers the demand
of your right foot brilliantly, clawing its
way to the rev-limiter. There’s no tailing-
off of power as the needle climbs further
round the dial, just a smooth surge for-
ward with more eagerness the faster you
go as you head for the car’s
top speed of about 135 mph
" such perfect spirit! This
little car has the heart of a
lion. Of course, it’s noisy —
but if, like me, you love
these things and your blood
runs hot, then vou’ll be deaf to the
mechanical cacophony ringing in your
ears. With the hood down the noise is lost
and you experience the sort of exhilara-
tion that goes with being free as the wind,
enjoying the vital and captivating spirit of
the Elise — the pleasure of being in a “real”
Sports car.

The lowness of the Elise is quite amaz-
ing. As you overtake other cars and glance
sideways vou realise that your eyes are
below door-handle height on most
saloons. You're eyeball-to-eyeball with

6 This is not for
someone just
looking for a
little sports car

large dogs on the
pavement, and don’t people

— and even dogs — stare!

Handling and roadholding are in a dif-
ferent league from other road cars,
regardless of their breeding. No roll or
understeer; just total obedience. The
unassisted steering is light, precise and a
thrill. Brakes, unassisted too, but hugely
effective, promise to shed all the speed
that the Elise generates. Roadholding is so
strong that you can feel vourself being
pinned into the seat. Loaded with G-
forces, the Lotus goes exactly where it
is pointed with kart-like
dynamics. A racetrack is
the only place you could
explore the handling limits.

Your pace can be ab-
solutely furious, but the
delicacy of feel and control
gives the Elise an unrivalled “cross-coun-
try” ability, so I found a mad, bad road
that wriggled its twisty way through rural
Shropshire, where I turned on the power.

In any other car it would have been a
heart-in-mouth affair, but the car was so
composed and not even exerting itself to
do anything demanded of it.

So next time an Elise rockets past you,
don’t think that the driver is reckless: just
watch how gracefully it disappears across
the horizon and think of Lotus’s extraor-
dinary genius.




On the Worcestershire -
Shropshire border:

MOFFATS

A happy family
boarding school proud

of a long association with

Service Families. A school
where children learn to
approach all they do with
healthy wunpressurised
enthusiasm. A school that
thrives in its own beautiful
parkland setting. A school
where - to put it simply -
children make the best use of
this most magical time of life.

Small Classes
Many Artistic
& Cultural Activities
Expert help for Dyslexia/SpLD

Sports & Riding in our
110-acre grounds

Hospitality & fun for those
in at exeats or half~terms

Our own escorts to all
stations and UK airports

An Ethos of Discipline,
Kindness & Mutual Respect

Moftats
School

Boys & Girls 7 to 13

Call now for full details and to
arrange a visit

at Kinlet Hall, Bewdley, Worcs DY12 3AY
Tel: (01299) 841230

www.moffats.co.uk

FARRINGTONS &
STRATFORD HOUSE |

Perry Street, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 6L.R
Tel: 020 8467 0256 Fax: 020 8467 5442
Methodist Board of colleges & schools

DAY, WEEKLY AND FULL

BOARDING FOR GIRLS (2'/>-18)

@® Day girls (21/2 to 18), full and weekly boarders (7 to 18)

® Excellent GCSE and Advanced Level results from a wide
ability intake

® Strong Sixth Form and over 90% of leavers taking up
University places annually

@ Small classes, High teacher: pupil ratio

® First-rate facilities, sports hall, dance studio, weights room,
swimmiﬂg pool and 25 acre grounds

@ Strong pastoral care and a great sense of family and

community

@ Full programme of after-school care, supervised homework

sessions and weekend activities. Outing and clubs for day

girls and boarders

_.__Week!z boarding t g to help working parents
Telephone or fax for a prospectus

Farrington & Stratford House exists solely to
provide a high quality, caring education for girls

Registed Educational Charity number 307916

AR . i TR e
At Blue Coat we €@ducate

toMoOrrow's hign fiiers

Places available for 2000-2001

High reputation among Service Families
Co-educational, day (2-13) and boarding (7-13)
Preparation for a wide range of senior schools
Excellence in Music, Art and Sport

Academic and Music Scholarships

20 minutes from Birmingham International Airport

SN SN K

For further information, please contact
(quoting Reference Soldier 2K):

Tel: 00 44 (0)121 456 3966

Fax: 00 44 (0)121 454 7757

E-mail: admissions@bluecoat.bham.sch.uk
Website: www.bluecoat.bham.sch.uk

the

Blue
Coat

school
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QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL
Set in 45 acres of beautiful Perthshire countryside offering:

sk Stable and uninterrupted co-educational
boarding for 11-18 year olds

¢ Quality education including school
clothing at low cost - termly fees under £250

% Overall pupil teacher ratio 8.5 to 1; total
school Roll 270

¢ Eligibility includes children of Service
Personnel who are serving or have served
in Scotland

%k  Warm friendly and lively atmoshpere
where pastoral care takes a high priority

% School hospital and resident Sister

% Full range of curriculum following the
Scottish educational system

* Extensive programme of sport, music and
extra-curricular activities

x Easily accessible by road, rail or air

Visits to the school are welcome at any time.
For Prospectus and further an appointment, please write or telepl
The Headmaster, Queen Victoria School,
Dunblane, Perthshire FK15 0JY
Tel: 0131-310-2901 or (01786) 822288
Fax: 0131-310-2926

infermation or hone

The Duke of York’s Royal
Military Shool, Dover

Jounded in 180
“LOOKING FORWARD WITH CONFIDENCE -
LOOKING BACK WITH PRIDE”

The unique boarding school for children of service personnel.

® The Dukes of York’s School has excellent exam
results across a broad curriculum, and high
expectations in all that it does

® Itis a 100% boarding school for 500 pupils
providing precisely the caring, secure and
stable environment needed for service children

® With outstanding facilities and a strong
reputation in sport, music and drama, pupils
are given many opportunities to excel

® Subsidised fees for sons and daughters of
serving and retired service personnel

Full enquiries to: Headmaster, The Duke of
York’s Royal Military School, Dover CT15 5EQ
Phone: (01304) 245024 Fax: (01304) 245019

o

average
With a pass rate way above the local average you
can be sure at Fulneck School your child will really shine.
Fulneck is an Independent Day and Boarding School
(founded 1753) for boys and girls aged 3 to 18.

We offer a caring Christian environment with high academic
standards, small tez roups and after school care,
Fulneck offers a r: of boarding options and
competitive fee structure.

BURSARIES AND DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE TO SERVICES PERSONNEL

woen FULNECK SCHOOL
B PUDSEY. LEEDS

For further information please contact
The Admissions Secretary, Fulneck School. Pudsey. Leeds, LS28 8DS
Tel. 0113 2570235 Fax: 0113 2557316 www.lulneck leeds.sch.uk
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E-mail: duke @easynet.co.uk

WOODHOUSE GROVE

WIS

together with its Preparatory School
Bronte House, welcomes the children
of serving members of HM Forces.

Situated in delightful countryside
between Leeds and Bradford,
with immediate access to airport,
railway and motorways. The
schools are fully co-educational

" (900 boys and girls 3-18).
Generous allowances for Forces
: 1el in addition to the
MOD Boarding Allowance.

T i i

ey

The Headmaster’s secretary will
be pleased to send full details
| and prosepctus if you telephone

(0113) 250 2477

APPERLEY BRIDGE,
WEST YORKSHIRE BD10 ONR

1
..:‘ A registered Charity which exists to provide education for
“:rg children )




OIL RIGS

) ~ The Essential Guide *<

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN WORK
OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND DOESN'T KNOW
WHERE TO START. PACKED FULL OF ALL THE

INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED ABDUT OIL

RIGS. o BOOKS TODAY »
01253 869808
8 Clegg Ave, Thornton-Cleveleys,
Lancs FY5 1BJ, UK.

|

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations. Advice, Draft & Master
Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services,
over 2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different
Media Presentation types available. Complete
package providing Unbeatable Quality,
For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write to
Mr MacDonald
101 Market Place, South Cave,
Brough, East Yorkshire HU15 2A8
Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week)

=

'@ MICHAEL JAY

Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING
Our unbeatable
MESS DRESS
INCLUDES oﬂ"(’r

B 14 day Make or

& 18 hr EXPRESS

B Lowest prices

B Best fit

l Highest quality

& Best payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areas
Tel01449 614602 Fax 01449612604 |

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 SAY

J
1

FREE REPORT!

Have you ever considered a career as a professional Bodyguard?.ordo
you just require further information?
Are you nervous or suspicious about who to contact?... orwho

We understand your concerns, and we are confident that the expert
advice and guidence contained in our FREE REPORT will provide you
with invaluable assistance in successfully entering this profession

In short, if you want to be a Bodyguard - this is the way to start!

For further details tel: 0207 644 3075 (24 Hrs)
.. Or write to: Elite Marketing Dept. (S), P.0. Box 2112,
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1QY UK.

to train with?

Army Air Corps
9ct gold £140

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER
Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock

Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

J.M.BICKERTON

23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:-
Callers at our showroom welcome
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
E.mail jmb @ regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

Manufacturing Jewellers

0121 551 7366

"~ Forces and
Ex-Service Personnel
"WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?

PHOENIX WORLD

Afull range of pewter and
“cold cast bronze” figurines to suit

your needs.
COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or
S.A.E. for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend,
Kent DA12 5UE.

“Cold cast bronze”

MR115 Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.
(approx 25cm) Fax: (01474) 537166.
£55.93 incl.

Prices from £349

® RLC & AGC - £349

@ RE & Rl Signals -£369
(inc shirt & tie)

® George boots - £75

® Most medals = £10 each

(Court mounted)
Please ring for more details on:

Made to Measure Tailoring

¥ 85 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 8NZ

~ Tel: 01202302846  Fax: 01202 383874
Email: beskardes@yahoo.com

CAUSED BY SERVICE

ALSO INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE
AND PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

COMPENSATION

CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!
FREEPHONE

Are your outgoings more than your income?

Are your creditors threatening you with:
Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings?

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.
Telephone 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.

Or visit our website: Wwww.wellbeingservices.co.uk

0500 22 20 22 NnOow!

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD MARSH HOUSE, 92A
MARSHLAND ROAD, MOORENDS, DONCASTER, DN8 4SZ.

WELLBEING SERVICES

PROVIDING DEBT SOLUTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

September 2000 SOLDIER



'EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments. ~ Low minimum order.
Full colour brochure. ~ Caps & Printed garments supplied

Free embroidery proof. No origination charge.
Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea, Sweats £8.00¢ea, T-shirts £5.00ea.

Banana Moon Workshop

www.bananamoon.co.uk

UNIFORMAI

‘The Highest Quality and Value for *loney
in Milicary Tailoring for Over 30 Years'
INTEREST FREE CREDIT
Geoerman Office: O%5 l 11 851 )/()

Mobilc: O1 72 510041~

VAN DUNGIHT HEOUIS]
MEYNELL AVENULE ROTHWELL, LEEDS LS

UK: TEL: 0044 113 282 6102 FAX: 0044 113 )8) l—h/
WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 8LL

N
Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals AW ks
and Medal Mounting either for wear or display. TRV

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of Full Size & Miniature Medals
Now available - new Territorial miniature medals.
The Volunteer Reserve Service Medal and the
Queens Volunteer Reserve Medal
See our website for full details of all our services.

LOST YOUR MEDALS?
WE CAN REPLACE THEM

FULL SIZE & MINIATURES

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN

IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

TOAD HALL MEDALS, NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH, DEVON PLB 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672 Fax: 01752 872723 E-mail:th.medals@virgin.net

Watches

The best for night vision

Don't be left in the dark!
Come and see our military products

www.traser-uk.com

Tel.: 07000-87-27-37
Fax: 07000-86-26-36

. |

This superb die-struck commemorative medal
is available in full size and miniature
to all who served in Near, Middle and Far East,

I “Secure on-line ordering on our website” wreges

www.worcmedals.com '

Credit card orders accepted by phone or fax. UK customers please add 17% VAT,

LOST OR NEW
MEDALS

Full size & miniature supplied

Send s.a.e. for vour application form today.
DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961,
Bromsgrove B61 8L A

) ® Sitting on ammo TIES, BADGES& PLAQUES .

EMBROIDERED

Profinalsnil « ¢ boxes SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS by Mail Order
rofessionally mounted S Boret o POLOSHIRTS BADGES REGIMENTS,
Hand-sewn ... not glued ” badge of your PRINTED SHIPS
) choice TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS s
3 BADGES COFFEE MUGS SQUADRONS

AND LOTS M( Mgt Clubs & Reunion Associations.
) ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER Blazer buttons. medals. ribbons. etc.
No artwork or setting-up costs on the majority of SAE vediiiadl
ur goods. High quality, cc ] » apprecidred

ympetitive prices and
The Heraldic Co (GB), Dept S

K&D Medals

33 The Cresecent,

West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB Y. BERO e free Sryice _ dept §
Tel: 020 B777 2428 CGI’II’IOI‘I Militaria EVNOLD Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End,
51/52 HIG II\IRH T, LINCOLN 1L.N5 8AP Coleford, Glos GL.16 THA
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: (1522 530383 Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm)
EPAULETTE
SLIDES Commemorative medals are not official but may be obtained
01980 - 655099 as a souvenir/keepsake. They should not be worn with/along-
For officers or other ranks. . side British official decorations/medals/honours.

With or without unit

designation. ] EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
also Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

DRAB idered garmer;tsT Shree original 24;6
rinted sweats an irts, min. qty o
NAME TAPES pBADGES EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25
(in sets of six) ENAMELLED - min. 100
Any quantity supplied * BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
S.A.E. for price list "Espﬁ nt?d‘“_""""in_"gg' * ‘
Lancashire Embroidery Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
& Insignia Ltd SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
Knowsley Industrial GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
Park North, Kirkby, WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161

n to Kilcreggan. Dunbartonshire G84 0JN
Fax: 0151-549 1128

WWW. enS|gnmm|1s co.uk
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FOR ARMY PERSONNEL ONLY

FREE NOKIA 5110 - FREE CONNECTION
OFFER WORTH £96 ORDER NOW!

NOKIA 5110

WORTH £9.
CONNECTION

WORTH £35

100 mins OF CALLS
PER MONTH ANYTIME
PORTABLE HANDS FREE KIT
WORTH £19.99

IN CAR CHARGING
LEAD WORTH £17.99

LEATHER CASE
WORTH £12.99

RATE DOWN TO

PEA 18p PER MIN
OFF PEAK =7

NQO  creoirchecks

)
s celinet
PLEASE HAVE
YOUR

BANK DETAILS

FREEPHONE
HANDY WHEN

y=d e 080001882m ORDERING

Subject to a contract, including nofice period, morithly e rentals. Start at £18.00 inc. VAT

CITADEL |
E

THE MEDAL FOR NATIONAL SERVICE

A<~

No official medal has ever been awarded for National Service.
This superb, hallmarked solid silver

commemorative medal is available for all those who served their
country under National Service.
This medal is supplied ready to wear in a fitted box.
A silver miniature medal is also available.

neral Service Cross,
ne Medal & BAOR Medal.

Full size Medal for National Service £39.50
(Price includes £2.50 carriage and insurance.)

Engraving. .. : £8.00
Miniature Medal in Silver £16.50

ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723
Credit Card Holders — 8am—7pm. Monday to Saturday.
= e
OR BY POST
CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH, DEVON PL8 1DH, ENGLAND.

A Fax: (01481) 243406

A GIFT OF LOVE

Flowers for all oceasions — not just Christmas/ Valentines Day/ Mothers Day
But for — Anniversaries/ Congratulations/ New Born/ Birthdays.

Flowers sent to any address in the U.K. & N.L

IN A BEAUTIFUL PALE LAYENDER
PRESENTATION BOX & SOFT WHITE TISSUE

BOUQUET — ROSES RED/YELLOW/PINK/WHITE or MIXED & GYPS

(12 BIOGINE) .o miss s s e e el
BOUQUET - ROSES RED/YELLOW/PINK/WHITE or MIXED & GYPS

(24-BIOOMIS) ..c.oc. il coiismmbavs it et B R oo e s e L
BOUQUET - FREESIA & FERNS (40 Blooms) .......... ... £14.75

BOUQUET LUXE — MIXED FLOWERS & FERNS & GYPS (30 Blooms)......... £17.50
BOUQUET DE LUXE — MIXED FLOWERS & FERNS & GYPS (50 Blooms) .. £22.50
BOUQUET — CARNATIONS, MIXED OR RED/YELLOW/PINK/WHITE & GYPS

(24 BHOOMIB) 1 isreiimiererth s o en o o NS Bt R O bt |
BOUQUET - MIXED FLOWERS. RANGE FROM ...............cc.cocoene... £12.00 to £20.00
HOTLINE: 01481 246708
ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED
CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO:

Joy’s Roses & Flowers [ o
SN Flamingo, St Sampsons, i
S Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB

=i Telephone: (01481) 246708

Military
Marketing
Interndtional

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:

74-77 STEWARD STREET,
SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7TAF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Minimum order 25 shields — £10.95.
\ No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50

4

58
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CAREER SHOP

Leaving the forces? Need a strategy?
We can help by providing
quality practical assistance
® Dynamic CV’s
® Effective job applications
@ Speculative campaigns
@ Career analysis and interview advice
Being ex forces we have a special
insight into your problems.
Flexible products and prices.
Credit card payments accepted.
Visit our web-site:

www.career-shop.co.uk
or call or fax: 01283 226622

or write to : Career Shop Ltd, PO Box 5634,
Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE11 0YX
\ V.

Buying the
ideal car
needn’t be
at all taxing

r SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY -‘
N | lee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos
4 \ Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
Base Ba|] Hats

o Nultmgham Screen Prlnlﬂ 10, Park Road.
a4 Woodthorpe. Nottingham, NG5 4HR

\ Tel: 0115 9676262 Fax: 0115 9263599

MILITARY OVERSEAS MMT!C SALES

58 Portland Road, Worthing,
Sussex BNII lQG

Tel: +44 (0 3 821188
x: +44 (0 03 236905

0130 857874

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service

Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £12
OBE/MBE/BEM: £12; MSM: £10; LS &GC: £7;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £9; UN Cyprus: £7
UN Bosnia: £7; Nato (lfor) medal with clasp
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM
£7; S/Atlantic + rosette: £7.50; GSM G.VI.R. /
E. I R. with clasp: £10; CSM with clasp: £7.50;
Gulf Medal with clasp: £7.50; NATO (Kfor) with
clasp: Kosovo £7; Miniature Mounting Bars for

. N D.L.Y. mounting :1 space - £1.10; 2 - £1.20; 3 -
John Bull Military Clothing £1.90, 42 £1.40: 5 - £1.50; 6 £1.60. 7 - £1.70;

& Mail Order Division 8 - £1.90; 9 - £2.30: 10 - £2.50 plus 17.5%
Tel/Fax: 01748 B33614 (Retail and Mail Order) V.A.T. and £1 postage.
01765 604071 (Atter 6pm) ® 7-day medal mounting service for

11 Hlldvard Row, Catterick Garrison, full-size and minialures in ;)orh ‘ordinary” and
court’ style.

N Yorks DLS 4DH e Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
@ Display Cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars. ribbon bars, etc
FULL-SIZE MEDALS SUPPLIED
Please write for quotation
Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated)
MINIATURE MEDALS
P.0. BOX 4, HINCKLEY
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 3ZT
Telephone: (01455) 239262

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
TIShirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
other items. All can be printed or
embroidered. Send for a free colour

catalogue and price list.

MIDLAND CD CLUB |
Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs
To obrain our free ce
1L| 0121 244 -Iﬁl)qf(l
Fax: 0121 680 9018
|  E-mail: sales@ midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-cd-club.co.uk
Bands who have CDs they would like |
to see included in our catalogue,
please contact us for further details. |

Hour catalogue contaot ws on,

VISTA SPORTS LTD
28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

| LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS .\\'.\Il..\lll.}_‘

SOLDIER September 2000

LOST
MEDALS

- Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
‘ WC2H THA
Tel: 0207 930 1979 Fax: 0207 930 1152
www.rdhmedals.com E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

mtmmbm who have presented items

wish them returned are to contactWO1 (RSM) Rﬂ .
! ms& Sig Ragt- (V). Alamein TA Centre, o
: | _ side L56 3K

Specialist Legal Advice

Our specialist lawyers are available to assist service
personnel in all areas of the law including conveyancing,
personal injury, family and matrimonial work.

Courts Martial - Gilbert Blades and his team are well known
throughout the country for their courts martial expertise

You can be sure of the highest standard of legal advice

Wilkin
Chapman
Epton
Blades

Solicitors

Community
Legal Service

Contact:

Gilbert Blades or Nigel Burn at Bank Street, Lincoln
Tel: (01522) 512345 during office hours or -
Tel: (01522) 527836 after 6pm {:}

Other offices at Grimsby, Cleethorpes, Louth and Horncastle

VISTA TIES

are Tie Manufactur

nd can supply

your existing tie or g r a new one

Please send us a picture of y«

UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE
OR's and Officers Mess Dress
OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR'’s and Officers No.1 Dress
British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

VISTA TIES

28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM

SURREY RH1 3EA

Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET

SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

TEL:01449 614602 FAX:01449 614604
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Suppliers to HM Forces:

FOR BEST PRICES & CATALOGUE

@ 01642 888405

PEN 7 DAYS
003 30 to 20. 00 hrs

Baxters of Yarm (Military Direct Dept.)
Fairfax Court, High Street, Yarm TS15 9Q

CARICATURES || it

Snugpak. Berghaus, Karrimor, Ron
JREE. Y y Rick Hill, Helly Hansen, Mardale, Lyon
3 ] Singles, doubles groups or the Equipment - jackets, sleeping bags,
rucksacks, ele. =
Leatherman. Gerber & Bueks
tools & knives.
Prices on application to:

Ask for samples and prices

*Aj%m

) “":L"&zg’;::""'” CONPORSUPPLIES
rJ v 60k Cirtooni o 63 Gisburn Road
GET THE BEST m::::::;
Telfiax: 01282 813821

amail: rick@caricature.couk  website: www.caricature.co.uk

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISURE WEAR

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS SWEATERS TIES

RUGBY JERSEYS CAPS........& MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE

FOR QUALITY WEAR - SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place, Northan Court, Basford
Nottingham NG6 ODE Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469
E-mail: sales @ jenkins-wear.co.uk
www.jenkins-wear.co.uk

Mma“Ziba
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low,/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
* Demio from £6,250 * MX5 from £11,038
* 626 from £10,500 * Premacy from £10,200
* 323 from £8,300 *4 Action (4x4] from £15,099
All New MPV from £14,650

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA

POOL AUTOS

/020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Servmg the Ser\nces since ’1968

Please forward details on:

323[ ] 626 | MX5[ | Xedos [ | Demia[ | MPV

Premacy [ | 4 Action[ ] Other makes [ | LHD/RHD [_]
NaMe ... Rank .....coooviiiiiini.
ENCHEARBBIIG wosiaveauis s vt S e T e Y TR e e e et e o T

MOST MAKES

SUPPLIED

FREEPHONE GERMANY 0130-8544-96
SOVEREIGN

' Stringtown

Telephone U K.:
0044-1980-600-400

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
| supplles FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES(Black)
| : WITH LEG SHEAF £22.50
B e s RED/BLACK BERETS, LEATHER HEADBAND
DRAWCORD £7.00
® PL.CE REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.55
® Arktis WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £20.00
|® 58 webbing BRASS INSERTS £12.00
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £25.00
® Berghaus PARACHUTE REGT ASSN STANDARD CARRIER
® Matterhorn \ WITH ALL 11 BATTLE HONOURS £35.00
® Hi-tec LAPEL BADGES: R.A, COMMANDO
GREEN BERET - PARA REGT RED BERET £2.00
|® Buffalo \FRE COMMEMORATIVE LAPEL BADGE
® N.B.C PEGASUS 194299 £2.00
® Snugpak No.12 BLAZER BADGES ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY.
|® Maglites Year 2000 [\:J:R:l\':uTl]:il)l’l}q{‘[ TISH MILITARY II:\I‘N,L\
® Soldier ‘05 | ONTAINING OVER 2500 ILLUSTRATIONS 1S NOW
Catalogue | AVAILABLE PRICED AT £39.95
| Military, survival & replica weaponry cat? Ciues. OVER 300 CAP BADGES AVAILABLE
‘l'ﬂ (mmim FROM £3.50 SEND FOR FREE LISTS
3 11 Dalehead Drive Shaw, (Ndham, Lancs OL2 8T]J.
or Fax: (mm, m Telephone/Fax: 01706 46648 E-Mail: robroy @lineone.net
mmm PR www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

ww_stringtownsupplies.co.uk

/ UNBEATABLE \&i
DEALS for
HMF’S serving
in the UK & /¥
OVERSEAS (%=

UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s No. I supplier to HM Forces.

For either

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call
Colin Clubley on ¥ ' ' or write:

Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEI’OST Bulford Rd, Durrlnglon SP4 88R

l{r\l\l Gk l{ 9

MILITARY SALES
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[Nomergpee) 395

Woven up to 30 letters/spaces - Choice of BLACK
RED or NAVY lettering on White 100% Polyester

Able-LABELS™
1000 self-stick labels | Black on White
Name, Address, & or £4 7 5

any words up to 6 lines | Black on Yellow

- Orange, Red
Gold or Silver | Black on Clear Blue, Green

£5.25 £6.45 £6.30

PERSONALISED PRODUCTS SINCE 1954
Luggage Strap £6-95 (2 or more £6 each)
100 Correspondence Cards £10-95
240 Piece Stationery Set £14-95
Self-Inking Printer only £7-95
100 Personalised Golf Tees £8-75

UK prices include Post/VAT. | Delivery
Payment with order please. |14 days

Tax Free
For a smart deal its got to be from
CARSMART INTERNATIONAL LTD
VAUXHALL, RENAULT, BMW
VOLKSWAGEN, AUDL, PEUGEOT
Plus many more, please ring with your requirements
Competitive finance plans available*

Call +44 (0)1235 511734
It could save you £1000s

Tax paid plans available for UK use

Carsmart International Ltd

PO BOX 128, Didcot, D.O., OX11 7GL
*Finance subject to status

Able-Direct Centre Ltd - Dept SO
Earls Barton - Northampton NN6 OLS
2 0870 444 2733 - Fax 0870 444 2766

SOLDIER September 2000

For deatalls of advertising
rates and publishing dates

please call Soldier magazine on
01252 347352/355056

PORTRAITS - MILITARY AND CIVIL
From life or photographs, oil & watercolours

jhllnu!lul hnlm 1il.com
W Mobile 07790-03540

Pamnng\ in time for Chnstmm §

w020 7274 7032 Studios in Wilis & Le ]

o AOTOBEY it S I T

s POSICOOR] . e
‘ I enclose a cheque/postal order”* for £ ........ccounuee
{ 'Please delete as appropriate. Please make cheques/POs payable to Soldier and allow 28 days for delivery.

Command in Commerce Seminar
Ofﬁcc_r’s Resettlement '

iy ne \(ld\ fw " Septembe€r 2000
\\nu[uuh Garrison, 1000 -

1500 hrs

Applications to: Chelsea Mil - 4256

Tel: 94631 - 4324  Fax: 94631 - 4323

MARQUEE IS
AVAILABLE FOR
HIRE FOR SERVICE
& CIVILIAN FUNCTIONS

SIZE 98’ x 40’
(or smaller sections)
We can supply tables & chairs

EXCELLENT RATES

For quotes contact Lt Chris Morgan on:
01252 347522 or fax 01252 347525

Item
Hip flask

Champagne stopper
Book clock

] Compact
Cufflinks

Bookmark

Overseas rates are available on request. M

SRl R e SRR e



PEN PALS

mhﬁempl:ﬁcormnfaﬂyour
mmmmmmﬂmmtmlyof

etter, and photograph if requested.
Rep!m received more than three
mmrﬁemdatemdlsrge,

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldmt, Hants GU11 2DU.

Lisa, 31, 5’7", single and slim with
fair hair. Interests include the cinema,
travel, reading, animals, eating out,
music and clubs. Seeks honest, non-
smoking pen friend, 26-36, with
GSOH. P735

Jane, 41, 5’4", single, artractive
brunette with VGSOH. Enjoys writing,
reading, keep fit, dancing and music.
Would like to write to genuine, lonely,
male soldiers, 40+. Will reply to all let-
ters. P36

Sophia, 5°10", 24-year-old blonde.
Likes swimming, walking, music, read-
ing, writing and going to pubs and
clubs. Would like to hear from pen pals,
19-34, and will reply without fail to all
letters. P737

Sue, 35, 5’5", slim blonde whose
main hobby is showing dogs. Also
enjoys driving, TV, writing letters and
painting. Would like to hear from male
pen pals, 35+, who like dogs and are
reliable and kind. P738

Diane, 37, 5°, dark hair and hazel
eyes. Single mother of one son, aged
17, and whose interests include music,
walking and writing. Seeking pen pals,
32+, with GSOH. P739

Bridget, petite brunette with blue
eyes. Looking for pen pals, 25-35, who
enjoy writing letters, music (dance and
Indie), cult TV and cinema, comics
and books. Must have sense of humour
and sunny nature, P740

Leisha, 29-year-old, recently quali-
fied healthcare assistant. Slender
brunette with copper brown skin and
enjoys socialising, clubbing and all the
good things in life. Will reply to all let-
ters regardless of rank, race or regi-
ment. Preferred age, 20-30+. P741

Melissa, 26, 5’2", petite with brown
hair and caring and friendly personali-

" ty. Enjoys socialising and keeping fit
and works in the fitness industry.
Seeking replies from age group 26-40,
P742

Cherie, 30-year-old, honest and car-
ing green-eyed blonde. A home owner
and paramedic student who loves
swimming, football, pubs, eating
in‘out, pets and children. Letters
sought from servicemen, 26-40. Photo
appreciated. P743

April, 46, 5’4", bubbly blonde with
green eyes. Likes travel, walking, home

decorating, gardening and all kinds of

food and wine. Would like to hear from
pen pals, 45-50. P744

Helen, 23, 4’°11", (short), flame-
haired (ginger). One dependant — a ter-
rier cross with inferiority complex!

Enjoys watching all sports especially
rugby and football, supporting Wales
and Wrexham respectively. Secking
pen pals, 23-35. P745

Sue, 45, 5’2", slim with blue eyes and
brown hair. Likes music, pubs, cross-
stitching and writing and is waiting to
hear from pen pals, 38-50, with
GSOH. P746

Thomas, 51, 5’8", with light brown
hair. Interests include sports, horse-
riding, films, meals out, golf and foot-
ball. Seeking replies from pen pals, 40-
55, and will answer all letters received.

P747

Alison, 36, slim, curvy, strawberry
blonde with green eyes. Widowed
mother of two children and a mature
student of sports therapy and English.
Enjoys horse-riding, swimming, the
cinema and wine and would like to
hear from pen pals, 30-50ish. P748

Debbie, 32-year-old red-headed,
fun-loving career girl. Has varied inter-
ests and would like pen friends to res-
cue her form her current state of bore-
dom. Must be honest and genuine with
a GSOH. Photo appreciated. P749

Linda, 45, attractive, blonde compa-
ny director with no ties who finds it
lonely at the top. Would like to hear
from sincere guys, 38-48, with GSOH.
Photo appreciated. P750

Kathy, 35, 5’7" with GSOH. Enjoys
spur of [ht moment things and social-
ising with family and friends. Interests
include the cinema, night clubs and
martial arts and is seeking pen pals,
28-30s. P751
Alison, 35, 5’1", blonde hair and
blue eyes. Likes swimming, holidaying,
sightseeing and socialising and is seek-
ing male pen pals, 24-45, P752

Gillian, 38, 5’4", attractive, warm
blonde. Wheelchair user who enjoys
the thearre, swimming, concerts and
eating out. Seeks outgoing male pen
pals, 35-45, with GSOH. P53

Lucy, 23, vivacious, educated red-
head. Hobbies include scuba diving,
canoeing, running, reading and wining
and dining. Secks intelligent, light-
hearted banter with easy-going male or
female officers, 21-30, at home or
overseas. P754

Kyla, 27-year-old who likes good
food, good music, good men, clubbing
and travelling. Looking for pen pals
from all over. P755

BOOKS

by Kipling & King.

The Collector’s Bible.
Volume One: (1800-1920) £65.
Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45.

Post free
H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.
Tel: 01252 716303

The French Foreign Legion- A
Guidebook to Joining. The definitive
guide to joining this elite Army is
packed with information including
selection procedure; recruiting centre
addresses; the 'real' contact. £15.99 -
Salvo Books, 114 Salisbary Road, St
udes, Plvmouth P1.4 8TB. 16/01

Military history bargains - books
bought and sold. SAE brings cata-
logue. 15 Woodlands, Saltley,
Birmingham B8 3AG. Tel: 0121 328
2878.

MONTY’S TANK BATTALIONS -
Taming the Panzers (3RTR) WW1
AND WW2. Signed hardback copy
direct from author — £13-50. Tel/fax
01273 564372.

Books for Soldiers — contact the
experts. Free catalogue. The
Qutdoorsman’s Bookstore, 27
Monument Industrial Park, Chalgrove,
Oxon 0X44 7RW. Tel: 01865 400256,
Fax: 01865 400257, 12/00
Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially mili-
tary and history. We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills,
Merantum Way, London SW19 2RD,
Tel: 0181 540 4371.

FREE MILITARY CATALOGUES/
books wanted. Will collect. Attic
Books,. Sandowne, Tiverton Heath,
Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9HN. Tel:
01829 732524 200
“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
380 pages of info all soldiers need to
know, Includes: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders, SOPs, Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading,
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms SAS80,
LSW, Tests and APWTs, GPMG Light
Role, Signals, Mines, MT Driver, AFV
and Aircraft Recognition, etc. ISBN
No: 1-874528-02-0. £7.50 (inc p&p
UK/BFPO). Available from selected
Naafi Branches, Bookshops or by Visa
or cheque from publishers: MILI-
TARY POCKET BOOKS, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. Visit
www.milpkbk.co.uk 12/00

BUSINESS OPPS

MILITARY SCRIPTWRITERS. A
video production company with con-
siderable expertise in both internal and
external communication is looking to
employ freelance scriptwriters who
have relevant experience — this includes
developing concepts, treatments and
scripts for training videos. Please apply
with some examples of your wark to:
Box 0109, Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants
GUI11 2DU. 09100

FRAMING/GALLERY Hampshire,
established 23 years. Excellent cus-
tomer base. Turnover ¢.£100K. Owner
retiring due to ill health. £67,500 plus
SAV. Telephone 01635 248207, or e-
mail cjcmd@hotmail.com for full
details.

Transport
Instructor Skills

Use these skills to build a
very profitable business,
based on proven credentials,
keeping the transport industry
up-to-date with
the ever-changing regulations.

Lic fee - £8,500
Working capital required —
funding available

Tel:

01476 573 297

Leaving the Forces? Want THE job
but not A job? Ex-Services in business?
Join The List — it’s free. Open 1o
Services/ex-Services and all ranks. The
essential job search and business direc-
tory, “There was not one person con-
tacted through The List who did not
find time to help me,” List member.
www.thelistuk.com Tel: 01483 200
863. P O Box 156, Dunsfold,
Godalming GU8 4YH. 200

FOR SALE

Bioflow. Magnotherapy Products

for people and pets.
A drug-free approach
to easing ac ELTRVETLES

NINETY=DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

For product brochure
and more information contact:
Joanne Clements
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR
Tel/fax: 020 8650 5010
E-mail: jsbc007 @acl.com

(UK AND

Int Corps female Sgt’s Mess Dress.
Worn twice. Size 12. Cost £600 new —
will sell for £300 ono. Phone Sharon
on 077200 52012. 0900

Good quality jumpers in regimental
colours and other military gifts. For
further information please call 020
7924 5007 or Email
infl@smartturnout.co.uk or
www.smartturnout.co.uk 12/00

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES. 3
x Ist stamps for list. Many scarce.
Anthony Webb, 84, Merritt Road,
Greatstone, New Romney, Kent TN28
8SZ. 12100

Patrol packs, chest webbing, map
cases, Bergen liners, Goretex clothing,
windproof smocks, Gerber tools. Free
catalogue, telephone Dragon Supplies
01473 822495. 09/00

REME Sergeant's No.l dress,
immaculate condition with two pairs of
trousers. Worth {80(] new — will sell for
£500 ono. Size 22, height 5'10", chest
38", waist 32/34", leg 32 1/2". Phone
Kim 01948 h()-l'SBQ. 11/00

Black and brown brogues, loafers,
cavalry boots and chukka boots in
leather and suede. For further infor-
mation please call 020 7924 5007 or
Email: infl@smartturnout.co.uk or
www.smartturnout.co.uk 12100

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers,
Send £3.50 for Edition 7, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
payable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. 12/00

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to INKER-
MAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 12/00

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES

MINI BUSES/VANS

Any condition

Cash buyer

Tel: 0181 534 4016
(10am to 10.30pm seven days)
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Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia, Send £2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept §), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North
Yorkshire, Website  address
www, cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists. Also military cigarette
cards in sets — send SAE for free list.
Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm Grove,
Aldbrough, East Yorkshire HU11 4RQ.
Guarantee and generous discounts.

12/00

Hand-embroidered wire and

silk thread badges. Quality
and delivery guaranteed.

alsara Internationa

Military insignia sample list, 44
pages, £1.50. Shotton, 7 Peak Road,
Clanfield, Hants or visit
http://freespace.virgin.net/lew.shotton/

e
Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered.
Ring for information/brochure.
Tel/fax: 01380 828382. Website:
www.wiltshire-web.co.uk
E-mail: PHA@FSBDial.co.uk 12/00

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e vk e v ook o e ke e ke ok ke

Regimental Shields, Plagues and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your regi-
mental and operational shields. Write
for a full colour brochure to: Military
Marketing International, 74-77
Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£10.95, no VAT outside the UK,
Shieldclocks L£18.50.

e e e e e e e e e ke e e e sk e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

BRITISH ARMY POSTCARDS.
Superb paintings showing regimental
«auniforms and equipment. SAE for cat-
alogue and sample to Geoff White, 19
Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol
BS48 3BN. 10/00

Quality makers of Army, Navy and
Air Force hand-embroidered badges,
family crests, pipe banners, sashes and
regimental flags in bullion wire or silk
MELODIUS brand bagpipes and
accessories, practice chanters, flutes in
cocus, sheeshamwood or African
blackwood, drums, bugles and tam-
bourines. Old classical Indian instru-
ments, tablas, tota, bansari sitars, etc at
rock bottom prices. Topflyz Industries,
21/414 Majidpura, Sialkot-51310,
Pakistan. Tel: 0092-432-580913. Fax:
0092-432-588547.E-mail:
topflyzi@skt.comsats.net.pk Website:
www.topflyz.com 12/00

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover CT16 1PW,

HOLIDAYS

Kissimmee, Orlando - three-bed-
room, two bath villa with own pool.
Sleeps 6-8. Disney 15 mins. From
£325 per week. Contact 01371
8504078 after 6pm 01/01

12/00

SOLDIER September:

JULY 22, 2000
First (421 runs, £4,400): Tpr PG
Hohne.

H ht Dragoons,
S (Ii;% runs, £2,200): Maj JMH

Sixth (3 i LCpl D
.{mRanGmm pl

Seventh (385 runs, £400): Sgt D
maghm 5 R Irish. el
Candmh HadDevﬁs , Nether-

Ninth runs, Sgt JD
e

Tenth (381 runs, xioo) Maj PSP
Wo'rsaey,muo Northwood.

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY E?éuus

Thml(mzsnun,ﬂmr Maj LJ

Fourth (381 mﬂﬂkmﬁ
Joyce, 11G, Minster.

\L u_

Haus Hohenegg, Deitnau, Bavaria.
Run by Pam and Ray Charlton, former
RE. Sixteen comfortable apartments,
all en-suite, cosy bar, sauna. Beautiful
Bavarian countryside. Complete ski
package available. Ideal for Christmas,
New Year or R & R. Groups welcome.
Tel 0049 (0) 8375 8882. Fax 0049 (0)
8375 1664. Check out www.haus-
hohenegg.de

Florida, Sarasota, Gulf of Mexico.
Two luxury villas — three bedrooms,
two bathrooms on wildlife lakeside set-
ting. Solar-heated pools, jacuzzis. Golf
courses, beaches only minutes away.
From £395 pw. Tel 0191 487 4533 or
001 941 377 7606.

www.ctp. org.uk
NOTICE

ALDERSHOT MILITARIA SOCIETY
Exhibition & Fair
Farnham Maltings, Surrey
September 24, 2000
Admission £1

From 10.15am to 4pm

REUNIONS

PATHFINDER PLATOON. Re-
union December 2, 2000 in Aldershot.
All ex-Pathfinders since 1985 invited,
with wives/girlfriends. Please contact
WO11 Wardle (Wag). Tel. 01449
728545 (nil returns requested). ;

SERVICES

Inexpensive and comprehensive cover.
Are you currently paying too much?
Don't wait for your renewal date — find
| out now. Call Elite Insurance Services
FREE on 0800 0963058
We are impartial and independent

*REPRINTS?

graphic
Soldier, Ordnan

. Aldershol, Hant

E-mail:
solmag @btinternet.com

ZCONDITIONS 0
' ACCEPTANCE

Al classified advertisements are accepted
a pre-paid basis only and are subject o
lowing conditions. The Publishers
night to decline any copy mal )
ch they may not approve whether ¢
ider shall have been accepted or net.
dvertisements are accepted subject |
al and conditionally upon space
ble. The Publishers reserve the
any alteration they consider nec
desirable in an advertisement to meet
pproval. The Publishers also reserve
I to cancel or suspend any advertis
ithout stating a reason. While every end
will be made to meet the wishes of
s, the Publishers do not guarantee
tions of any particular advertise
Publishers shall not be liable for any
damage (n:casmncd by any total or p

'buuon of any edition in which
sement is scheduled to appear T
ishers shall not be liable for errors o
g after the first insertion of an a
L in a series. It is the responsibility of
ertiser to inform the Publishers of
ch error in sufficient time to allow
dment. A voucher copy will not be
d. Advertisements will be placed
e following headings:
‘Business Opportunities,
Vanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions,
Gift Services, Holidays, House
Property for Sale, Reu
es, Situations Vacant, Si
nted, Training, Wanted. Other hes
be applied if deemed acceptable by:
. The placing of an order for
,hnmon ofan advertisement shall a ;
\an aceeptance of the above conditions
conditions stipulated by an agency @
ertiser shall be void insofar as they are
with them.
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SEPTEMBER

2-3: Special exhibition of
weapons of war through the
ages, National Army Museum,
Chelsea, 1000-1730. Free.
5-10: Middle Wallop Inter-
national Air Show (tickets 0115
912 9196; www.mwias.com)
10: Winchester and District
Militaria Society annual
exhibition and fair, Winchester
Guildhall, 1000-1500.

12-16: Royal Hospital, Chelsea
Son et Lumiére 2000 — Men in
Scarlet (020 7881 5308/9).
22-24: North Wales Millennium
Youth Services Tattoo, Eirias Park,
Colwyn Bay. Standard bearers [

Vikings lay a
wreath for Le
Paradis victims

SOLDIERS from the Londonderry-based Vikings
have paid tribute to predecessors of the Royal
Norfolk Regiment murdered by the SS at Le Par-
adis in France 60 years ago.

Eighteen-year-old Pte Chris Kelly, the youngest
serving soldier from Norfolk serving with the 1st
Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment, laid a
wreath in memory of 80 soldiers of A Company,
2nd Royal Norfolks, who surrendered after bitter
fighting at Le Paradis, 75km south of Dunkirk,
during the epic evacuation.

The 80 were marched by the SS to a barn and

Riding group
logs 25 years

In the saddle: Six-year-old Thomas Robson, .
pictured with his dad, Sgt Graham Robson, 1)
has been on horseback since the age of 2'/2,
thanks to Aldershot’s Riding for the Disabled
Association.

Thomas, who suffers from autism and ]
other disabilities, has been helped enor-
mously by his riding, says his mother, Patri-
cia. It has strengthened his lower back and
acts as a form of physiotherapy.

Graham, serving with the Household Cav-
alry, completed two half-marathons to raise
£1,200 for the Aldershot association, which is

Regiment Museum

please fax 01745 583794,
OCTOBER P
22: Army Benevolent Fund (NE |
Region) grand militaria fair and |}
auction, Catterick Garrison
1000-1530. Admission £2.50, [
soldiers and their families free. |
Details: 01904 662868. il
27: Isle of Thanet RBL Festival ||
of Remembrance, Winter Gard- |
ens, Margate. Tickets, enquiries: [}
Dennis Stokes, 01843 292882.
NOVEMBER

18: Bugle Call 2000 model
show, Pavilion North, Parade
Road, Bath, presented by
Bristol Area Branch of British
Model Soldier Society. |
25-26: Birmingham International [§
Tattoo, National Indoor Arena.

T U TR

Commanding presence: Former COs of
Leicester's 222 Field Ambulance gathered
to mark its renaming as C (222 East Mid-
lands) Medical Squadron, 4 GS Medical
Regiment. Clockwise from front left are Col
Norman Nichol (1962-65); Lt Col David
Myles (72-75); Lt Col Malcolm Pendle-
bury (86-89); Lt Col Phil Baker(96-99);
current CO 4 GSMR, Lt Col Mark Pember-
ton; Lt Col Brook Bailey (89-92); Lt Col
Andrew Scott (83-86); Lt Col Alastair
Fraser-Darling (67-71) and OC C Sqn Maj
Simon Richardson. Picture: Gareth Griffiths

machine-gunned. Only two survived.

Lt Col Richard Kemp, CO 1 R Anglian, led the
memorial visit, accompanied by Pte Kelly, two offi-
cers, a warrant officer and seven junior NCOs and
privates.

Iron Duke’s heroes honoured

MEMORIALS have been unveiled in the British
Cemetery at Elvas, Portugal to commemorate the
role of the British and Portuguese Armies in Spain
against Napoleon nearly 200 years ago.

Plagues recording the names of those who fell in
the Battles of Albuera and Badajoz in 1811 ang
1812 were unveiled by the head of the Portuguese
Army and the British ambassador.

The King's Own Royal Border Regiment was
represented by Peter Donnelly, regimental curator,
and bugler Cpl Conrad Craven. Soldiers of the 4th
King's Own Regiment were heavily involved in the
storming of the French-held fortress at Badajos,

while soldiers of the 34th, later the Border
Regiment, fought at Albuera.

The storming of Badajoz allowed the Duke
of Wellington to drive northwards from Portu-
gal, forcing the French to retreat and leading
to the eventual defeat of Napoleon.

Arboretum memorial

BRITISH veterans of the Korean War
have dedicated their memorial garden in
the National Memorial Arboretum at
Alrewas, Staffordshire to their 1,078
British Service colleagues who lost their
lives in the service of the United Nations.
Nearly 700 veterans, led by Gen Sir
Anthony Farrar-Hockley and Maj Gen Sir
Peter Downward, attended the ceremony
on the 50th anniversary of the start of

the Korean War.
-

French connections

SGT Jonathan French is a bit of a star in the
recruiting world. On a two-year attachment
from the Hounslow-based 1st Battalion, The
Devonshire and - 5 3
Dorset Regiment to 4
the ACIO at Barnsta-
ple, he has just signed [
up 13 recruits for his
battalion.

His baker's dozen,
the biggest single
batch in the history of
the Barnstaple office,
enlisted last month.

celebrating its 25 anniversary. It was started
by LBdr Chris Livett of 7 Para RHA, who used
his own pony and one belonging to the
padre, with help from colleagues, wives,
nurses from the Cambridge Hospital and
civilians.

If you want to find out more about the self-
supporting group, contact organiser Rachel
h Plumbe on 01252 850282.

Picture: Steve Dock

Young musicians sound off

ARMY musicians from 24 military bands have
been involved in the Army’s Youth in Concert mil-
lennium project, which comes to a head during the
autumn at a series of venues throughout the
country. First of the concerts is a high-profile
launch at London’s Royal Festival Hall on Septem-
ber 24.

Ten more are planned throughout October. The
dates are: 7, St David's Hall, Cardiff; 14, Derngate
Theatre, Northampton; 15, Futurist Theatre, :
Scarborough; 21 Wessex Concert Hall, Poole, and
Victoria Hall, Stoke-on-Trent; 22, Regent Theatre,
Ipswich; 27 City Hall, Newcastle; 29, Fairfield Hall,
Croydon, the Victoria Hall in Leeds and Prince
William Theatre, Glasgow.

Rifle Brigade's 200 years

A SPECIAL exhibition at The Royal Green Jack-
ets Museum, Winchester (it closes on Sept 4) has
marked the 200th anniversary of the creation of
the Experimental Corps of Riflemen, later to be
known as the Rifle Brigade, and the introduction of
the rifle to the British Army.

The museum has also produced a 32-page
booklet, The Rifle Brigade, on the occasion of the
bicentenary. It's available in hardback (£10) or soft-
back (£5), plus £1 p&p, from the museum at Penin-
sular Barracks, Winchester SO23 8TS.

A commemorative medal is also being struck to
mark the milestone.

The Experimental Corps was formed to exploit
the potential of the Baker rifle, successor to the
musket and accurate up to 300 yards. The corps
soon proved its worth in the Peninsular War.

Thanks for ‘stunning’ show

GEN Sir Charles Guthrie, Chief of the General
Staff, has sent a signal of congratulations to every
Serviceman and woman who took part in the “out-
standingly successful” Royal Military Tattoo 2000
millennium spectacular on Horse Guards Parade.
“I would like, most sincerely, to thank all those who
contributed to the event and to pass on congratula-
tions from the Secretary of State for Defence. Your
hard work and professionalism resulted in a stun-
ning show that has received wide acclaim.”
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. council, the Friends of the Green

omme tribute
to footballing VC

A memorial to the only English 1 5

professional footballer to win
the Victoria Cross has been

ﬁ TR &
\—r'

unveiled on the site in France s
.

where he died in action in 1916.

Donald Simpson Bell, who
had signed for Bradford, was
the first professional footballer
to enlist on the outbreak of the
First World War. A 2nd Ltin The
Yorkshire Regiment (now The
Green Howards), he was killed
at Contalmaison on July 10,
1916, five days after the action
which won him his VC at the
nearby Horseshoe Trench.

Bell, who had to get special
permission from the Bradford
club directors to join the Army,
had run across no man's land
and put an enemy machine-gun
out of action, saving the lives of
many of his own men. A keen
cricketer, it was said that his
bowling action allowed him to
lob grenades with devastating
accuracy into the German posi-
tions.

He was killed while leading a
bombing party that drove off a
German counter-attack.

A wooden cross placed at the
spot — known as Bell's Redoubt —
was later removed. Now, with the
permission of the Contalmaison

Donald Bell, footballing
VC, above, and his great
niece, Joanna Umpleby,
below, at the new plinth

Howards Regimental Museum have
erected a metal replica on a stone
plinth as a permanent memorial to

SOLDIER September 2000

Bell, one of the Howards’ 18 VC
holders. The Professional Foot-
ballers Association (PFA), the
Football Association and the
Football League contributed to
the cost of the project.

Among those at the dedica-
tion of the memorial were Mick
McGuire of the PFA and Donald
Bell's great niece, Joanne
Umpleby, who wore his VC and
three other medals and laid a
posy with two French children
from the village. :

Later, the Green Howards
party paid tribute to two more of
the regiment’s VCs, Pte William
Short, buried near Bell's grave
in Gordon Dump Cemetery, a
mile from Contalmaison, and
Maj Stewart Loudoun-Shand,
whose remains lie in the ceme-
tery at nearby Fricourt, whgre
88 Green Howards are buried
close to the only regimental
memorial on the Somme.

\Unique bow
is tribute to
UDR’s slain

UNIQUE to The Royal Irish Regi-
ment Museum at Ballymena is the
proof of the Ulster Defence Regi-
ment Memorial Medallion com-
missioned by the trustees of the
UDR Benevolent Fund.

It was specially minted in 1986
for presentation to the ncxt-ut‘—kin_
of those killed as a direct result of

terrorist attack while serving or
having retired from the regiment.
The medallion, normally pre-

sented to a female next-of-kin, is
mounted on ribbon in the regi-
mental colours and tied in a bow.

INSCRIPTION
The inscription on the front of
the medallion reads Ulster Defence
Regiment in Proud Memory, while

the soldier’s rank, initials, name
and decorations are engraved on
the reverse. The medallion must
remain on the bow and must not
be worn from a single ribbon in the
manner of a campaign medal.

It has to be worn pinned to the
right breast and is not worn in uni-
form.

The framed proof, presented by
Col C J G Shillington, who served
from 1970 to 1989, bears the
inscription In Memory of All Ranks
Killed By Terrorist Action. In all,
193 men and four women were
killed while serving, and a further
52 were murdered after they had
left the UDR.

The museum is situated at St Patrick's Bar-
racks, Ballymena, County Antrim and is open
on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 1400 to

1700, and at other times by appointment. Tel
028 2566 1355 or 028 2566 1383.

To appear in this feature, contact the Editor




Picture: Steve Dack

Bulletin board

Commando

gunners win

® SEVENTEEN soldiers from 29 Com-
mando Regiment RA won the Spean
Bridge Commando March, a seven-mile
slog up hill and down dale in Western
Scotland, and raised £850 for the Com-
mando Benevolent Fund and Airborne
Forces charities. They beat 40 and 45
Commandos RM into second and third
places. Individual winner was Sgt John
Porter of 29 Cdo. Anyone interested in
entering next year's event should contact
Graeme Taylor on 01575 58224.

SOLDIERS from 86 Squadron RLC, pic-
tured above, who have raised more
than £62,000 by selling poppies at the
Clacket Lane services on the M25
durir‘|g the past seven years, have
received a Poppy Appeal Certificate of
Appreciation. The presentation was
made by Maj Gen Tim Sulivan, GOC 4
Division, to the squadron at Princess
Anne Barracks, Deepcut, Surrey.

® Forces Radio BFBS in Catterick Gar-
r!sor! has made it easier for its listeners to
ring in by making calls free. The station is
now available to soldiers at work following
the installation of a military line. Now they
can dial Catterick Mil 2424 to get on air
(the civvy number is 01748 872424).

® Want to fly? The Guild of Air Pilots
and Navigators (GAPAN) is again inviting
applications forits J N Somers Award, an
airline transport pilot’s licence scholarship.
You must be 18 to 28, hold a valid PPL and
Class 1 CAA medical, have at least five
GC_SE passes and A levels in relevant
subjects (for example, English, maths, sci-
ence), and have strong motivation for a
career in aviation. For an application form,
send a sae to GAPAN, Cobham House, 9
Warwick Court, Gray’s Inn, London WC1R
5DJ, marking your letter “Scholarship”.
Closing date is October 30.

® A Crimean War cannon and a barrel
dating from the Peninsular War have been
given to the National Army Museum in
Chelsea by the Royal Artillery Historical
Tru;t and will be displayed outside the
main door, A third piece, a 3.7-in howitzer
designed during the First World War but
still used in Burma in 1944, was also
handed over by the trust for a NAM exhibi-

tion on Second World War equipment.

i L)

Over to you: LCpl
Kevin Mullin, left,
of 1 RGJ, hands
over the role and
responsibilities of
CO’s Bugler to
Rfn Paul Monteith
after a two-day
competition to
find a suitable
successor. Cpl
Mullin has held
the position for
the past six years.
The battalion is
based at Palace
Barracks at Holy-
wood in Northern
Ireland.

Picture: Shane Wilkinson,
1RGJ

HSF vets getW
fell in, again

IF you served with the Home Service
Force (HSF) formed in 1982 and disband-
ed in 1993, you may be interested in the
National Home Service Force Association,
established to maintain links with the 50 or
so units that answered the call.

Intended as a home defence organisa-
tion to be used to guard key points through-
out the UK against sabotage, particularly
by the Spetznez, the Soviet special forces,
the HSF quickly attracted 5,000 former
Regular and experienced reserve Service
personnel, many with experience of the
world’s trouble spats.

Members of the association have an
annual meeting and organise events such
as an annual Bisley reunion, adventure
weekends and the West Mendip Way char-
ity walk, which takes place on September
22.24. The association is also compiling a
history of the HSF, with each unit telling its
own story. Proceeds will be used to start a
benevolent fund for ex-HSF personnel.

E-mail chairman Peter Rowe on
HSF@studiod4.co.uk or visit the website

at www.studiod4.co.uk/HSF
.

Jolie joins Oldbury crew

Qutstanding: Jolie Clarke, the only woman
in a record group of 15 new recruits to join
Oldbury-based 225 Plant Squadron, pops
out of line for a photo-call. Local interest in
the unit was sparked by the national Territor-
ial Army Day and a locally-organised unit
open day. With Jolie are fellow recruits (from
front) Paul Lampon, Andrew Hall, Gary
Clarke, John Simcox and Charles Wall.

Middlesex Regiment (DCO) Korean Club:
Annual reunion, Sept 9, Victory Services Club,
London. Details: Tony Lofts, 55 Westhurst
Drive, Chislehurst, Kent (020 8467 4014).

Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment
(London Branch): PWRR annual reunion on
Sept 10 at Maidstone. Details from Veronica
Joel Newton on 020 8888 9739,

Battle of Britain: 60th anniversary ball, Royal
Lancaster Hotel, Hyde Park, London, on Sept
15. Enquiries to 020 7798 5519; fax 020 7798
6711; e-mail 60thbob-ball@virginnet,co.uk

British Korean Veterans Association
(Northampton): Standard dedication service
at St Mary’s Church, Road, Northants, on Sept

The 5th Battalion, The Royal Irish Regi-
ment is to disband on Dec 31. Past members
who presented items to their respective
messes and wish them returned should con-
tact the battalion as soon as possible. Details
of the unveiling of the battalion memorial to
fallen comrades and presentation of new
Colours in early October from the ceremonial
events office on 028777 21662.

24, followed by march-past and reception.
Details from R J Fuller, 25 Jubilee Road, Dav-
entry, Northants NN11 5HB (01372 872964).

ATS Dinner Club: Annual luncheon, Sept 30,
at Hotel Leofric, Broadgate, Coventry. Ex-ATS
tickets from Mrs M Rogers, 103 Lion House
Road, Hailsham, E Sussex, BN27 2SE.

Band of Grenadier Guards: Reunion in cen-
tral London on Oct 7 for all past and present
members. Details from Band Office on 020
7414 3267 or write to Sgt Nigel Turner, Band
of the Grenadier Guards, Wellington Bar-
racks, Birdcage Walk, London SW1E 6HQ.

7 UDR, 10 UDR, 7/10 UDR and 7 R Irish
former officers’ reunion: Reunion for former
officers to be held in Belfast in October. Con-
tact Senior Major, 7 R Irish, BFPO 801 on Lis-
burn Mil 44435 or 028 9068 4435 (evenings)
or fax Lisburn Mil 44468 (028 9068 4468).

6th Somerset LI (1955-59): All-ranks reunion
on Oct 7 at Ladymead School, Cheddon
Road, Taunton. Attached personnel, wives
and partners welcome. Still seeking ex-Ptes
(Reg) Hathaway, Knight, Walters (RAEC Ply-
mouth 1956), ex-LCpl “Skin™ Williams ACC
(from Liverpool, serving Cyprus 1956). Con-
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tact Dave Williams, 29 Knowle End, Woolav-
ington, Bridgwater, TA7 8JH (01278 683022).

Household Cavalry Association (North
Staffs): Annual dinner-dance on Oct 28, New-
caste under Lyme. Accommodation available.
Tickets from secretary lan Taylor, 12 Silverton
Close, Bradwell, Newcastle, Staffs ST5 8LU
(tel 01782 660174).

Nee Soon Sub Aqua Club, Singapore
(1964-70): Second reunion at Plymouth, Oct

Behind the scenes of a
great military spectacle

JUST released by DD on video is
The History of the Royal Tourna-
ment 1880-1999, a memory-
wrenching 96-minute compilation
of images from 120 years of
Britain's most popular military pageant.

And we've got five of the videos, each worth
£14.99, to give away.

Archive footage includes images of King
George V and King George VI when they
graced the tournament with their royal patron-
age. Massed guns, naval gun runs, precision
calvalry and motor-cycle displays, musicians
galore . . . it's all there. The history is a follow-
up to last year's The Royal Tournament —

Video THEY reckon you can set your watch by
Edinburgh’s famous One O'Clock Gun.

tale Well, now you can set your video by it as
well. Just released is Bang on Time, the
Of d story of the unique time signal and the
history of the 25-pounder guns used to it.
gun The One O'Clock Gun dates back to
CIOCk the middle of the 19th century. Woven

Malcolm Greensmith print (June): Sgt
Nelson, HQ AFSOUTH, Naples. Answer,
Firmin and Sons.

Chris Moon book (June): WO2 A Moutray, 49
(HQ) Sgn RLC, BFPO 39. Answer, Halo Trust.

Owl Scope (June): SSgt Dwyer, NCISS Latina,
HQ AFSOUTH, Naples. Answer, Mercury.

Nine Finger-lite torches (July): Miss Grant,

28. Ring Mac McGowan on 01722 338904.

Hong Kong: All who served in Sek Kong,
Kowloon or Hong Kong between 1995 and the
handover in 1997 and wish to attend the next
reunion in Winchester on Oct 7 should contact
WO2 Dave Wood on Worthy Down 94271 ext
2364 or 01962 B87364, or visit the reunion
website at www.hkreunion.co.uk

South Notts Hussars Association: Reunion
dinner at TA Centre, Bulwell, Nottingham, Nov

Win a video
of the Royal
Tournament

into the story are accounts by men who

The Last Run put out by DD.

It is available from all good
retailers or direct from DD Video,
Unit 1, Pool Bank Business Park,
High Street, Tarvin, Chester CH3
8JH (include £1.75 p&p), or credit-card hotline
on 01829 741490.

To have a chance of winning one of five
copies of The History of the Royal Tourna-
ment, tell us on a postcard or the back of an
envelope when the tournament started.

Was it 1879, 1880 or 18817

Include your name and address and send
your entry to reach us by September 29. Usual
rules apply and the Editor’s decision is final.

fought with the 25-pounder during the
Second World War.

The Army Benevolent Fund will bene-
fit from every video sold. Bang on Time,
which is narrated by Tom Fleming, can
be ordered from Sports Business and
Leisure Ltd, Burnfield Road, Giffnock,
Glasgow G46 7FH. The price is £12.99
including p&p.

PRCCA, MoD Chaplains, Upavon; Sgt P Old-
field, ACIO Wakefield; S Joicey, Def Estates,
Sutton Coldfield; L Matthews, Essex; LCpl J
Clement, North Colerne; Capt A Booton, 23
Pnr Regt RLC, Bicester; Sgt R Hall, ACIO
Luton; Maj J Chair, UK CS Med Coy, Op Pale-
tine: Maj M Rai, Camberley. Answer, light-
emitting diode.

Lucido Lightwave torch (July): LCp! P Ren-
dall, 39 Signal Regt, Bristol. Answer, 14 days

11. Former members should contact Capt G E
Aldridge, 6 Goodwood Drive, Toton, Notting-
ham NGO 6HX (tel 0115 972 5909).

33 Indep Fd Sqn (1974-92): Reunion at 1
RSME Regt, Brompton Barracks, Chatham,
Nov 25. Contact Chris Sturdy on 01634
822279 or Lyndon Davies on 01634 822669.

Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment

(London Branch): Christmas social, Dec 1,

Victory Services Club, London. Details from
Veronica Joel Newton on 020
8888 9739.

SEARCHLINE TR == - = | o

Reunion of Coldstream Guards

Where are you now? Sgt Pea-

tal or recovery units. Contact

Cyprus Police UK Unit (1955-

past and present drummers to be
held at Windsor. Contact Peter
Horsfall, 222 Leigh Hunt Drive,
Southgate, London N14 6DS.

Former members of 19th Air For-
mation Signal Regt, formed Kirk-
burton Oct 1943 and disbanded in
Singapore, Nov 1971, invited to
contact regimental association for
details of reunions, publication.
Write to Lt Col (Retd) P F Soward,
Shipton, The Hollow, Child Oke-
ford, Blandford, Dorset DT11 8EX.
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cock’s squad, July 1950, Cold-
stream Guards. D Mitchell, W
Wright, R Gray, J Robson, F Dou-
glas and B Tinsley. Contact Harry
Westgarth, 49 Rokeby Park, Hull,
HU4 7QE (tel 01482 503649).

Researcher seeks details of mili-
tary involvement in Hastings
area, including units which trained
for Boer War, First and Second
World Wars, commandos at Rye
planning for D-Day and 10 Cdo at
Cooden, near Bexhill. Also hospi-

André Palfrey-Martin, 8-10 Clyde
Road, St Leonard's on Sea, E
Sussex TN38 0QE (tel 01424
445858, fax 447056), e-mail
André® Palirey-
Martin.freeserve.co.uk

R Signals (Exmouth Group)
meet on the third Tuesday of each
month at the Royal Air Force
Association Club, Exmouth. Con-
tact Mark Hayward on 01395
259887 or visit www.rsigsex-
mouthgroup.supanet.com

60): Reunion on April 24, 2001.
Enquiries to 01372 720938.

DSMRC Headley Court: Past
and present reunion to mark 50th
anniversary of DSMRC Headley
Court, home of Armed Forces
rehabilitation, on May 19, 2001.
Those who served there or at
JSMRU Chessington should con-
tact Flt Lt Bob Jones, c/o Physio-
therapy Sept, DSMRC Headley
Court, Epsom, Surrey KT18 6JN

or at robejone @dsca.gov.uk
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Books

Army Service Corps
seen in new light
MICHAEL Young’s Army Service
Corps 1902-1918 (Leo Cooper
Pen & Sword, £25) is a quite
monumental
achievement. So
eventful were the 16
or so years it covers
that to tell this hitherto
unsung story takes
more than 400 large-
format pages, half of

| them comprising
informative annexes.
Vital though it was,
the work of this early
forerunner of the RLC
was inevitably unglamorous, but
the author has applied a lightness
of touch which makes this book a
joy to dip into — and the 120
engrossing photographs and
cartoons are almost worth the
cover price in their own right.

Tribute marks

60th anniversary

ON September 15 — the day on
which the largest number of

German aircraft were shot down —

the nation marks the
{ 60th anniversary of
the greatest air battle
in history. Aviation
expert Roy Conyers
Nesbit's superbly-
illustrated The Battle
of Britain (Sutton,
large-format hard-
back, £25) goes
much further than
describing the pivotal
duel between the
RAF and the Luft-
waffe during the hot summer of
1940 - it tells how the whole
country became involved and out-
lines the parts played by the
Army, Navy, RAF Bomber and
Coastal Commands, and the
British aircraft industry.

White elephant
outlasted them

IT was supposed to be Hitler's
great white elephant and they
sang about it in a famous Second
World War song. The
Allies were going to
hang out their
washing on the
Siegfried Line . . . if it
was still there when
they got there. When
they did get there, it
was still there — to
their cost —and it is
there to this day. Like
the Great Wall of
China, it can still be seen from the
stratosphere. West Wall, by
Charles Whiting (£16.95), is the
first of a nine-volume Spellmount
Siegfried Line series.

‘Jack’s rule’ adds
to Irish VC score

IN compiling a record of
Irishmen awarded the Victoria
Cross since the medal’s incep-
tion in 1856, Richard Doherty
and David Truesdale had dif-
ficulty in defining “Irish”.

Eventually they chose the
“Jack Charlton rule” - the
English manager of the Irish
national football team held
that being Irish meant one
parent was Irish-born.

However, those born in Ire-
land of non-Irish parents have
not been excluded from Irish
Winners of the Victoria Cross
but it is made clear they were
not, perhaps, as Irish as some
born outside the island.

Hitherto, the accepted
number was 166 individuals,
12 per cent of all VCs.

By using their terms of ref-
erence the authors have raised
this number to 200, beginning
with Charles Davis Lucas,
proto-winner of the award in
the Crimean War in 1854.

Many of those awarded
Britain’s highest medal “for
valour” rose from obscurity to
win the decoration, only to
return to the same oblivion.

Others became military leg-
ends such as Lt Frederick

Soldier Sahibs: The Men Who
Made the North-West Frontier
by Charles Allen. Acclaimed story
of the brotherhood of young men —
one a forebear of the author —who
in the mid-1800s laid claim to what
is now the boundary between
Pakistan and Afghanistan. (John
Murray, £22.50.)

The Regiments of Wales by
David J Hunter. Ninth in the 56-
page paperback series on famous
regiments of the British Army as
illustrated on cigarette and trade
cards. (Available at £7.95 plus
65p p&p from the author at 11
Sunnindale  Drive, Tollerton,
Nottingham, NG12 4ES.)

Two new fitles in the “Images of
England” photographic history
series published by Tempus in
paperback at £9.99 each: The
Cheshire Regiment compiled by

Irish Winners of the Victoria
Cross by Richard Doherty and
David Truesdale (Four Courts
Press, £30; paperback £12.50).

Sleigh Roberts of the Bengal

- Artillery, who won his Indian

Mutiny VC in 1858. Roberts
became Army C-in-C and
“Bobs” to Boer War soldiers.

Sadly, some men performed
VC-worthy deeds never to
receive it because they were
overlooked or the recommen-
dations rejected through prej-
udice. Others awarded the
medal were buried in unmark-
ed paupers’ graves.

The authors also note that
although a handful of chap-
lains have received the medal,

no Catholic padré of any
nationality has won it.

One example was Father
Willie Doyle MC, killed in
August 1917 at Langemarck
while helping wounded on the
battlefield. Although recom-
mended no award was made.

Doyvle’s biographer suggest-
ed it was a result of “the triple
disqualification of being an
Irishman, a Catholic and a
Jesuit”. The authors do not
support this view but leave it
as an open question.

This is a remarkably well-
researched book both as
regards each award to an Irish
recipient as well as military
history in general, regimental
lineage included. — B]

Where medals were presented

QUEEN Victoria made the first VC presentations in Hyde Park on June
26, 1856 and since then 923 of the 1,354 awards, including three bars,
have been presented by the sovereign or the heir to the throne. Civic
and military leaders have presented others .

Military historians Dennis Pillinger and Anthony Staunton have
updated their 1991 and 1997 editions of The Victoria Cross Locator to
add a new list of presentation details to their guide to where the medals

currently are to be found.

Victoria Cross Presentations and Locations is available for £9
including postage in UK or Europe (£10 inc elsewhere overseas) from
Dennis Pillinger, Ringinglow, Harvest Hill Road, Maidenhead, Berks SL6
2QR; or from Anthony Staunton, PO Box 354, Woden ACT 2606, Australia.

Dr Ronald Barr and The Duke of
Cornwall’'s  Light Infantry
compiled by Hugo White for the
Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry
Museum.

Gallipoli Than and Now by Steve
Newman. The author spent a
sweltering ten days in June 1999
avoiding thorns and even snakes
re-photographing precise spots
shown in contemporary pictures.
(After the Battle, £24.95.)

Churchill’'s Secret Weapons by
Patrick Delaforce. Enthralling
story of the tank-based devices,
including “Hobarts Funnies”
which helped win the war in N W
Europe in 1944-45. (Robert Hale,
paperback, £12.99.)

In Rommel's Backyard: A
Memoir of the Long Range
Desert Group by Alastair

Timpson with Andrew Gibson-
Watt. Personal account of the
LRDG, modestly told. Edited by
Gibson-Watt, formerly Welsh
Guards, from a detailed typescript
left by the former Scots Guards
officer when he died in 1997. (Leo
Cooper Pen & Sword, £19.95.)

Wellington at War in the
Peninsula by lan C Robertson.
Well illustrated overview of the
1808-14 land campaign has
advice for the would-be battlefield
visitor. (Leo Cooper Pen & Sword,
hardback £19.95, paperback
£14.95)

Larrey: Surgeon to Napoleon's
Imperial Guard by Robert
Richardson. Revised edition of
the moving biography of a brave
and pioneering medical hero once
saluted in battle by Wellington.
(Quiller Press, £16.95.)
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%Can you name
dler and child?

HERE'S one to test the
memories of some of the more
senior Soldier readers.

The paperback version of
Finest Hour (£12.99) comes with
a challenge: can you name the

soldier and child, left, featured on

the cover?
Answers, please, to Kerry

Hood at Hodder & Stoughton, 338

Euston Road, London NW1 3BH
(tel: 020 7873 6173).

No prizes promised, but the
authors, Tim Clayton and Phil
Craig, are hoping to add the
identities to the new information
already received since the book
on the trials of Britain in 1940
was first published to coincide

this

with the popular BBC TV series. J

SAS a schoolboy
dream come true

MAN and boy, Jock Lewes
had remarkable qualities. At
school he shared with his
yvounger brother David a fasci-
nation with chemistry which
he later used to good effect in
the development of the lethal
“sticky” or Lewes Bomb.

In their school cadet corps
the brothers foresaw the
potential of small, highly-
trained and lightlv-armed
undercover forces — the com-

Jock Lewes, Co-Founder of the
SAS by John Lewes. (Leo
Cooper, £19.95.)

Special Air Service (SAS) in
the Middle East.

In his foreword to Jock
Lewes, Earl Jellicoe writes that
David Stirling, the man tradi-
tionally credited with forming
the unit, rightfully acknowl-

edged his debt to three co-
founders

the heroic Paddy

mandos.

Under Jock’s
captaincy, the
Oxford Universi-
ty rowing eight
won the 1937
boat race, so
ending a Cam-
bridge run of 13
victories.

But it was in
1941 that Jock,
by now a lieu-
tenant in the
Welsh  Guards,
having a few years
earlier flirted with Hitler’s
“socialism” before he saw the
light, made his greatest impact
on the world — and the anti-
Nazi war effort — by helping to
. create the parachute-based
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Visionary: Jock Lewes a

Mayne, the Free
French officer
Georges Berge,
whose squadron
bolstered the
British unit after
early reverses,
and the visionary
Lewes himself.
Earl Jellicoe
tells us he joined
the SAS after
Lewes’s tragically
early death during
deep-penetra-
tion patrol on
December 31, 1941 but had
served with him in No 8 Com-
mando earlier in the war.
He writes that although too
many books have been written
about the SAS, especially

about recent operations, this
one is to be welcomed because
it fills in gaps in our knowl-
edge of the regiment and of
the man.

The subject’s nephew John
reveals in this well-document-
ed biography that Stirling
himself admitted in a letter to

Jock’s father discovered during

research for the book: “Jock
Lewes could far more gen-
uinely claim to be the founder
of the SAS than 1.”

Just as significant in the
telling of this absorbing tale
are the extracts selected from
450 letters written by Jock
Lewes himself.

The author has made good
use of their “first-person” per-
spective to give the reader a
sharper insight than might
otherwise have been possible
into the enthusiasm and
organisational skills his uncle
brought to bear on the regi-
ment’s early development.

If Jock Lewes — who at one
time had aspirations to be a
journalist had lived long
enough he might well have
written a book similar to the
one his nephew has produced
50 years after his death. — CH

SOLDIER

HOPpREN

In association with Helion &
Company, Soldier presents an
update of its occasional list of
current best-selling military
books, based on those reviewed
or mentioned in the magazine.

ﬂ Brass, Blanco & Bull by
Tony Thorne (Robinson).
Entertaining tales of National
Service life. Despite its recent
appearance it has sold more
copies than any other book

except the current number seven,

which it has already equalled.

;;)' Seek Glory, Now Keep

— Glory by John Ashby
(Helion). 1 Bn R Warwicks in the
First World War.

3 The Irish Regiments 1683-
~' 1999 by by R G Harris
(Spellmount).

JJ Jock Lewes: Co-Founder
of the SAS by John Lewes
(Leo Cooper). Another recent
publication enjoying early
success through national
publicity. See review (left).

3 Timechart of Military
History (Worth Press).
Good regular seller.

( j Dunkirk by Patrick Wilson
(Leo Cooper Battleground
Europe). Coinciding with 60th
anniversary.

_? Operation Deliberate
-/ Force by Tim Ripley

(CIDSS). The UN and Nato
campaign in Bosnia, 1995.

_} Calais 1940 (Battleground
Europe).

@ Hard to Believe ~Too Old
at Sixteen by Peter Horsfall

(Memoir Club). Amusing

anecdotes, illustrated by Bill Tidy.

r-l@ Sandakan by Lynette
Ramsay Silver (Sally Milner
Publishing). Story of botched
attempt to rescue Japanese

\PoWs in 1945,

p
Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages are
available from Helion & Company, who
can also supply 14, 500 In-pfint m!lﬂarv
books and op ch;
p&p is extra. All mlof credit/switch
cards taken. Please allow up to 28 days
for delivery. Postal address: Helion &
Company, 26 Willow Road, Solihull,
West Midlands B91 1UE, UK (tel 0121
705 3393; fax 0121 711 1315).

E-mail: books @helion.co.uk

Website: http://www.helion.co.uk
g
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Mailbag

Postmaster
confused
by BFPO

| WAS amused by memories revived by Cpl
Paddy Henderson's letter about BFPO prob-
lems in the July mailbag.

While in the USA from 1973 to 1975 my
address was BDS Washington, BFPO 2, if |
remember correctly. My mother-in-law and
sister-in-law complained that postal staff in
Salisbury were making them put full over-
seas airmail rates of postage on their mail to
us. When | heard of this | wrote to the post-
master in Salisbury asking him to confirm
that BFPO rates applied.

His reply confirming this situation was
sent in an envelope with stamps at the full
overseasrate . ..

| replied, enclosing the envelope, and
commented that | did not think he had con-
vinced his staff. | got no reply from him but
we heard of no more problems with the
postage rates from Salisbury.

This would not rectify Cpl Henderson's
problems, but could he not use the address
“Mill Hill, London (BFPO ??7?27) for mail
order items? — Lt Col (Retd) A R Tinson,
Fleet, Hants. :

A The difficulties being experienced by
Service personnel with BFPO addresses
are being addressed following pressure by
the Service Families Task Force. The
desired outcome is for every BFPO address
to be treated as an address in the UK.—
Editor.

Not a lot to be
in receipt of . ..

ARE there any military financial wizards out
there who can explain why the Army Official
Receipt Book AB57 has a carbon copy
annotated “DUPLICATE — NOT AN OFFI-
CIAL RECEIPT". In my 30 plus years of mili-
tary service | have yet to come across
anyone wishing to receive a copy of a
receipt which is obviously not a receipt. If .
someone pays money into an account,
those checking the account wish to see an
original signed copy of the AB57. Inevitably
the person responsible for the account
retains the original, leaving the payee with-
out an official receipt. Is this Army logic . . .
oris it me? — Name and address supplied.

Taxing problem takes
shine off reward pay

AS the Royal Artillery Sergeant Major I
am heavily involved with recruiting and
retention issues with the Royal Regiment
of Artillery. Prior to this, as a regimental
sergeant major, I was at the coalface of
such issues.

I was fortunate (or otherwise) to be
artached to a fairly operational-

not quite the £1,000 mentioned in vari-
ous documents regarding retention initia-
tives.

My soldiers are annoyed at having to
give money back from such a “bonus”
payment. Instead of building them up for
a large amount such as £1,000 (with the

small print saying less tax),

ly busy unit and when Longer Pl’ize letter would it not be prudent to

Separated Service Allowance

(Accumulated Turbulence) — LSSA(AT)
— was first announced I was over the
moon that we were in some way going to
“reward” personnel being over-commit-
ted on operations and other periods of
separation. I was aware that the bonus in
question, £1,000 for 280 days (and
£2,000 for 365 days), was taxable, but
never fully anticipated the amount of tax
and National Insurance to be debited -
£456 was taken, leaving £544. This was

inform soldiers of the approxi-
mate amount they will receive after tax.
My only consolation is that I wasn’t get-
ting the higher rate of £2,000, incurring a
tax bill of £800.

Now that my whinge has finished, on a
closing note may I say keep up the good
work. Soldier is a well-respected informa-
tion network for the soldier of today. —
WO1 (Royal Artillery Sergeant
Major) Chass Broadfoot, HQ DRA,
Larkhill, Wilts.

All monthly quotas
... and no trousers

I AM writing to you on a seemingly trivial
matter. At 0900 on June 1 I doubled to
the regimental clothing store in the hope
of exchanging two pairs of worn-out CS
95 combat trousers.

It is common knowledge that the store
has a monthly “quota”, hence my inclu-
sion of the date and time of my visit. I was
the first soldier in the queue (and pre-
sumably the first soldier of the month) to
exchange kit.

The store opened on time, but when I
presented the two pairs of trousers to the
friendly storeman he come over all funny
and told me that he wouldn't be able to
exchange the trousers because he had
already used his monthly quota.

How could this be? It was the first of the
month! He explained to me that a number
of soldiers had been sent to Northern Ire-
land a couple of days previously and he

had had to exchange their trousers as a
matter of priority. I can understand that a
soldier on operations needs high stan-
dards of equipment to be efficient, but
does that mean I can walk about the regi-
ment with my knees hanging out of my
trousers? My main gripe is that this is not
the first time this has happened.

I am sure you have heard good and bad
things about CS 95 clothing. My opinion
is that the trousers need severe attention
because they last about a month. With
this in mind I also believe that quarter-
masters should have higher quotas, allow-
ing every soldier to have his or her kit in
good order at all times.

Thanks for listening. I must say how
much I enjoy reading vour magazine. —
Pte Taff Harries, Radio Troop, 24
(HQ) Sgn, 13 Air Assault Support
Regiment RLC, Colchester.

| AM a Regular soldier serv-
Tax-free ing with 2 RTR in Bosnia and,
3 1 having just passed my eight-
Incentlve to year point, signed on again
- 1 and received my £2,500 re-
re enIISt engagement bonus. | am not
would be complaining about the size
- of it as | know many people
gOOd |dea are not fortunate enough to

benefit from re-engagement

bounties, but | would like to
know why | had to pay £535
tax and £175 National Insur-
ance on it when TA soldiers
receive tax-free bounties
(admittedly not for re-
engagement). How about a
few tax-free incentives for
the Regulars to re-enlist? -
Cpl Orr, 2 RTR, Op Paialine._

No 2s are best on parade

IS No 2 Service dress being retained by the
Army? Recruits have been passing out in CS
95 or old pattern combat clothing, yet we've
been told CS 95 was designed for field use
and not to be worn on parade. Every soldier
should have a best uniform, inspected regu-
larly. — Cpl R Parsons, LCpl P Beard, 5 GS
Medical Regiment, Preston.
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VOX pop (July) on the subject of “Living-
in and let live” caught my eye. I'm not
surprised that most of the soldiers inter-
.viewed by your reporter said that girl-
friends should be allowed to stay in their
rooms because I bet that at some point
they’ve had their girlfriends stay already.

With regard to the “should single sol-
diers in long-term relationships be
allowed to live in quarters” debate, me
and my fellow have been together for
nearly three years. I moved to Wiltshire to
be with him and we decided to buy a
house together because renting turned
out to be very expensive and we weren’t
allowed a married quarter.

Now, a year on, he has been posted to
Harrogate on promotion and I (I'm a civil
servant) would like to transfer there to be
with him. But I can’t go with him because
renting would again be a problem. He is
paying not only food and accommodation
but also for our mortgage . . . and we
don’t get an allowance because we’re not
married. Where’s the fairness in that? We

| From Soldier, Sept 1975: Once again the
5 huge Military Musical Pageant, in aid of

@l From Soldier, Sept 1950:
Another girder is dis-
patched by RASC launch,
left, to sappers working on
the north end of the Festi-
val Bridge across the
Thames for next year’s
Festival of Britain. Built by
36 Army Engineer Regi-

1 ment, the 750-ton struc-
ture is taking shape
parallel to Hungerford
bridge.

3 R
SZ3YEARS AGO

the Army Benevolent Fund, delighted the
tens of thousands who flocked to Wemb-
ley Stadium to listen to 2,000 musicians

from 62 military bands, pipes and drums,
corps of drums and bugles.

% Bl i

n civvy street we'd
he classed as wed

live together and pay bills together and
think we are being sensible by not rushing
into marriage, but we are being penalised.

I believe that if you can prove you are in
a long-term relationship you should be
allowed to live in a quarter. In civvy street,
after living with someone for six months
you are classed as a married couple. -
Lauren Donaldson, HQ AG, Upavon.

Medal ‘deception’

SOLDIER is one of the worst offenders in
peddling pseudo medals and giving them
an ‘official stamp by allowing adverts to
appear in such a prestigious magazine.
Several Suez medal activists have drawn
your attention to this deception but to no
avail. - David Podd, Lowestoft.

A There is no deception. We have carried a
number of stories over the years stating quite
clearly that commercially-produced medals are
unofficial and should be regarded as souvenirs.
QOur advertising pages also carry a disclaimer to
that effect. — Editor

SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you are an officer or other
rank; serving or civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep
them brief and to the point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if they

are handwritten, please put names, addresses and in block capitals (not necessarily

for publication). A prize from the Soldier gift collection will be awarded each month if we judge that a
letter, serious or humorous, merits it. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor,
-| who reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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PS

Pandora’s bin

IF being reprimanded by the RSM for fail-
ing to comply with host nation regula-
tions known by all is seen as harsh, | can
see why it was one of Gnr Munn's rea-
sons for leaving (“Lack of respect”, Aug).
The German system of separating rub-
bish saves millions each year by promot-
ing recycling and we would be better off
if more governments promoted this sort
of efficiency.

The command structure of the British
Army is becoming so swamped with all
this in-house bickering about such trivial
matters requiring networks of confiden-
tial advisers, hotline numbers and
chunks of garrison budgets I'm sur-
prised we can function at all.

Respect and tact is a two-way street,
Gnr Munn. All I've seen in the past five
years is a drastic increase in the “l want
this and | want that” category. Man man-
agement is hammering home that we are
not morally responsible for the wellbeing
of our juniors, but legally culpable. |
think we are opening Pandora’s wheely
bin a bit too much. - Sgt P Collinson, HQ 1
(UK) Armd Div, Herford.

Welfare effort

G A Simmons (“Too much bitching about
allowances”, Aug) is wrong to say too
much time and effort is spent on welfare
to the detriment of the Service. The
reason the Army is in the state it is is
because not enough time has been spent
on welfare, which is only of benefit to the
Service and its personnel. — Cpl R Corlett,
REME, QRL, Sennelager.

Life after Kosovo

MY brother and | are the only serving sol-
diers from Alcester, Worcestershire, the
same town as Lt Col Winter, who tells us
to stop moaning about life (“Get on with
it”, July). It's funny, but when we go home
all we find is a load of old people moan-
ing, mostly about youngsters drinking too
much and making a noise. We have been
on operations over the past year and
would like to have a life, not work 24
hours a day in Kosovo. — LBdr S M Reilly,
19 Regt RA, Kosovo.

Undervalued CMTs

THE RAMC trade of Combat Medical
Technician has long been undervalued.
Basic trade training takes 12 months
and, unlike many soldiers’ additional
trade qualifications such as APTI, radio
operator and skill-at-arms instructor,
does not warrant an increase in pay from
the Army's lowest pay-band of 1:1.

Clearly this essential and at times
highly technical trade has been consis-
tently overlooked or deliberately
ignored. If Pay 2001 doesn't redress this
problem, retention will surely be affect-
ed. — LCpl Pawlak, E Bty, | RHA, Banja
Luka.
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Our July freeze-frame winner (see
picture below) is Sgt Foster from
the Medical Centre at Hullaving-
ton Barracks, Chippenham, Wilts.
His eye-catching line was: “Major
Smith, seen here winning the
multinational ‘statues’ final
held in Brussels”. We also like
his second attempt — “It might
not look much, but it cost mil-
lions”. Highly recommended was
“This modern innovation is,
gentlemen, a boon to the small-
er infantryman” from ex-sapper
Len Davies of Derbyshire.

“Too late | realised the captain could be an utter swine to anyone

he caught misappropriating his copy of Soldier magazine”
Write your own funny caption for the photograph above left, first published in Soldierin July
1951. The best, in the opinion of the Editor, will win a silver-plated book-clock bearing the
|k Army logo. Usual competition rules apply and entries should reach us by September 30.

Contracting-out costs
soldiers more money

WHILE I understand the reasons behind
" the Army’s policy of contracting-out, per-
sonal experience has led me to be wary of
a practice which, while costing the Army
less, is costing its soldiers more.

I refer to two occasions, the first involv-
ing the hire of vehicles. My place of work
no longer has vehicles of its own and
therefore they are leased from a contrac-
tor. This meant that when I ran an adven-
turous training trip I had to hire a vehicle
at commercial rates, including having to
have European cover at a cost of £150 for
ten days.

This cost, of course, had to be passed
on to the participants, mostly young sol-

diers. Secondly, I have just completed a
course at which morning coffee was pro-
vided for 140 students at £1 a day. This
meant the contractor was earning £ 140 to
provide one urn of coffee, one of tea, milk
and some Naafi biscuits. By my reckoning
they must be making a huge profit.

Although I would be prepared to pay
£1 for coffee in a café, I would expect it to
be in a proper cup, be served to me and
possibly be cappuccino.

If the service was better, I could proba-
bly accept the higher prices, but unfortu-
nately this never seems to be the case. —
Capt ] Sheldon, AGC(ETS), Win-
chester.

Army Cadet Force needs YOUR support

AFTER 13 year service as an instructor
and officer in the Army Cadet Force I find
it hard to explain how we manage to oper-
ate. My unit has a regular income of very
little and outgoings of very little, except
for time. It infuriates me that equipment
is sold off for contractors to make a profit
while we beg, borrow or otherwise acquire.

We cannot expect top-of-the-range kit,
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but can't we be offered something? As a
second plea, how about some support?
Come on all you “parent” units . . . we
have a lot to offer. Do vou even know our
current addresses and names?

While I acknowledge that you are all
very busy you cannot keep taking us for
granted to pass you good-quality recruits.
- Name supplied, SW London ACF.

PS5 ie

Our Suez stalwart

| HAD just read Margaret Robinshaw's
letter in Soldier (June) when | heard she
had passed away on Sunday, June 4. |
was shattered. Margaret was a stalwart
campaigner for a general service medal
for the Suez Emergency and always had
ideas to keep the cause in the public eye.
Personally | will miss our weekly chats,
though we never met. She will be sadly
missed by all the old delegates. — Charles
Golder, Bolton, Lancs.

Women in maroon

REFERRING to the wearing of the maroon
beret, neither Musn Alison Swindles nor
Cpl Jackie Smith (Mailbag, June) were the
first women to wear it. In 1944 the four
ATS members who operated the tele-
phone exchange at HQ 4 Para Bde at
Knossington Grange near Oakham, Rut-
land were given permission to wear the
maroon beret. Permission was given to
the brigade commander, Brig J W Hackett
(later Gen Sir John Hackett). They wore it
with the ATS badge.

Incidentally, the maroon beret was
never the exclusive prerogative of The
Parachute Regiment. All airborne sol-
diers, whether parachute or air landing,
wore it with the badge of their own regi-
ment or corps. — L F Edwards (formerly
camp commandant's clerk, HQ 4th and 1st
Para Bdes), Colchester, Essex.

Twin achievement

ON Page 62 of the July issue you men-
tioned the Checkley twin brothers from
Hertfordshire ACF, who achieved master
cadet status at the same time. My twin
brother, Cadet SSgt Chris Betts and |
attended the same master cadet course
as them and also passed. — Cadet CSM
Tim Betts, Essex ACF.

Thanks to QMs

WHILE working for the United Nations in
Cyprus it has been my pleasure to work
in the Quartermaster’s Department and |
feel recognition should be given to the
following units: 39, 32, 5, 19, 22 16 and 47
Regiments RA, 1 RTR and 1 Staffords.
While every quartermaster has his own
unique style, the thread that has run
through all of them is a great sense of
commitment and humour.

I have especially enjoyed working
alongside the men and women of the
Royal Artillery's 32, 5 and 19 Regiments,
who made me feel one of the team and
not just a civvy working for them.

Given my husband Maj (Retd) John
Casey RAMC was a quartermaster for 13
years, | had some idea of what they were
about, so it was no great surprise to find
myself working in a place full of hectic
frivolity. Thank you . . . you are an élite
band of fun characters and I'll never
forget you. — Marie Casey, British High
Commission, Nicosia, Cyprus.




POP

The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

LBdr Thomas Beaton, 16 Regt RA,
serving with the UN in Nicosia

Right now Britain does not need National
Service. We livein a
free country and | am
serving to ensure the
country remains free.
People should be left
with freedom of
choice. But if it was
reintroduced, the
Army would adapt
again. If it happens, it
happens. We are not politicians, we are
here to do a job.

Bdr Simon Williams, 16 Regt RA,
serving with the
UN, Nicosia
| don't
think the
British i
people would
take to it at all. I'd
rather work with a guy
who wants to be a
professional soldier
than someone who is there because he is
being forced to.

LCpl Lloyd
Paterson, RMP,
Cyprus Joint Police
Unit, Episkopi

As a former Territorial
Army soldier | know
that you have to prove
yourself to the
Regulars. Some would
look down on conscripts.

Sgt Katrina Wall,
AGC, Cyprus
Engineering Unit,
Akrotiri
| think it would be an
excellent idea for two
years' service because
of the type of

: youngsters we have
today. It would broaden their horizons and

It is 40 years since National Service
ended. We asked soldiers serving in
Cyprus if it should be reintroduced

discipline them. But if the Government re-
introduced it there would be an uproar and |
don't think the British people would take to it.

LCpl Paul Parrott, RMP, Cyprus Joint
Police Unit,
Episkopi

It would benefit the
regular soldiers
because an increase
in numbers would
allow them more time
off to be with their
families. But I think
there could be a
problem with
discipline and as a policeman it could
mean more work for us.

Not conscription coercion, merely a demon-
stration: An armlock is put on a “guinea-pig”
during RMP training in the days of National
Service in 1954. But should it be reintroduced?

Cpl Steve Punter, 16 Regt RA, serving
with the UN, Nicosia
| don’t think it would
be a good idea across
the board, but it could
be offered as an
option for people who
fall short in the justice
system on certain
offences. They could
be given a choice of
conscription or prison. It would give them
another opportunity at life and could set
them back on the straight and narrow.

Interviews: Ray Routledge Pictures: Mike Weston

To press or not to press

Cpl Richard Clarke, RMP, Cyprus
Joint Police Unit, Episkopi

It might teach the
youngsters some
respect and could
give them the
opportunity to come
across into the
Regular Army. But |
would have

reservations about the
whole thing.

Capt Fran Recchia, 16 Regt RA,
serving with the UN, Nicosia

| don't agree with
conscription in our
society because the
way we are brought up
nowadays isn't
conducive to it. It would
be a draconian
measure. The people
we need in the Army
should have a genuine
interest and want to serve their country and |
would not like to try to make people serve if
they didn't want to. It would cause more
problems in the long-term than it would solve
in terms of, say, recruitment.

LBdr Ben Nott, 16
Regt RA, serving
with the UN,
Nicosia

| believe the country
is going soft and
National Service
would offer young
people the chance to
experience life. My
grandfather did it and | never heard a bad
word about it from him. Yes, two years in
the Army would do them good.

Cpl John Rose, RLC, Cyprus
Engineering Unit, Akrotiri
National Service would
put pride, discipline and
respect for other
people’s property back
into younger people.
And it would give them
achance to learn a
trade rather than
walking around the
streets doing nothing.
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VOLVO
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THE LATEST ARRIVAL
FROM VOLVO WILL
CERTAINLY MOVE YOU

AS WILL THE EXCEPTIONAL PRICE SAVING

The new V70 estate has been built without compromise to be our best yet, offering you the ultimate combination of
versatility and driveability. Whilst serving on your overseas military posting, don't miss the opportunity to purchase this

unique new model at a special military tax free price from the world's leading manufacturer of estate cars.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE BRAND NEW VOLVO V70 ESTATE, INCLUDING SPECIAL TAX FREE PRICES
FOR BOTH RIGHT AND LEFT | IAND DRIVE MODELS, UNRIVALLED PART-EXCHANGE VALUATIONS AND
DETAILS OF VOLVO'S OWN HM FORCES CAR LOAN SCHEME, CONTACT US DIRECTLY ON

UK 01707 262 388

vced.tdsuk@memo.volvo.se
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