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t b e y b e u d O t ~ t o 1 . n r F a t ~ s h k h l i r g n J I l l t k  

I t  would have bstil like drinking ban in a cathedral ” said 
Mr. A. E. Pickford, chairman of the WauaWy Branch of the ’Royal 
Artillery Association and a 
WorldWarOneGunncr. walls with a swastika nag cap- 

So the Wallasey Branch d c  tured from R d s  advanccd 
ddsd to save the d d  fort, which headquarters in North Africa. 
had bssR “dirbpnded” last year, For years visitors to New 
from the indipity. They asked Brighton had wondered what lay 
the War OUkx whether they behind the sandstone walls thet 
awld lease the fort for six frowndisdainfullyonthecockle 
mootha and sct up an exhibition and whclk stalls and the gaudy 
in aid of the Royal Artillery iacream parlours. This q- 
CbsricrMcFundiTheWarO5cc mer, on pyment of a &iUing. 
y y d  and as a result the fund they were able to see for them- 
IS ncher by more than f 1ooO. SelVCS. 
Fort Perch, which stands on a They have inspected the empty 

rocky promontory at nearby gun cmplacements, pccped into 
New -ton, was taken over the vaat underground magazhm 
by tha WpuascY branch early where a shell hoist whch d 
this year. In their spare time and to haul ammunition to the tuna 
Without pay, volunteaa cleaned m o n  than a century ago is still 
out the old harrack-rooms and in perfect working order; they 
ioat.llsdafdk*lon ’ of oldwea- have climbed to the lodr-out 
paer a d  d o r m  which had towers and dcaewdad into the 
b c c n h t b y t h e C b d k e R e g i -  dunpeonwhcreprisoaersda. 
ment and the family of Gencral past age expiated their sins. 
Sir C h k s  Napia. Ancient Likemanyothcroldfortstbpt 
guas, including two diminutive dot the copdr of Britain. Fort 
arap6uaderbrpsSgua8of 18th- Pachhaaisdaplpcidcx&eace. 
eeatury vintap, w m  I d  by Its g m  fired only oncc in anger 
the Royal Artillery Muglun at -ear ly  in World War Two whcll 
W o d w i d ~  and‘a 3.7-ioch anti- a German U-hoat was ryortul 
Dirupft gun was scat by tha local to be trying to penetrate into the 
Territorial A m y  unit - 420 Mersey. The result of the action 
(Lancashire and Cheshire) C W  was never known. 
Re#inwnt, Royal Artillery. The consVuction of the fort 

Thcn the wotwnmunbaatoc$ was hegun in 1826 after a generp- 
hand. T h y  acrubbcd out the tion-of wmgling as to nha 

garage in the fort and set up P should pay the bill. Not even the 
can-, decorating OM of ita Napolconiciqvasion”8ap”could 

T” M m e y  fer .crir 13. yl.R i.to 8f- 

endthedispute. The Gmcmmnt guns, 16 of them 32-pounders and the old wall was lowered so 
wanted the Corporation to build and two, one in each tower, that targets only 150 yards away 
aliehthousem WhichtheArmY 18-pounders. They w m  pea- could be engaged These six- 
muld install its guns and thus shooters compared with today’s inch guns served the fort in both 
rave the exp%sc of a fort coastal guns, but large enough world wars. 
The wily- Laverpum proposed m thosrdays to sink any enemy The Army’s camoutlage ex- 
that the Government should ship that might dare to sail up pertstumedFortPerch~ntoa tea 
build the fort and they would Rock Channel only 900 yards garden in World War Two. The 
put a lighthouse III it. Four years away. roofs were dauhcd green to make 
after Napoleon died, the Govern- As the power and range of them look like grass and a huge. 
mentagreed to build the fort and naval guns increased, strengthen- TFMS sign was painted on the 
the Corporation the lighthouse-- ing of the fort became neascary. top of one building. 
as separate buddings. In 1861 68-poundcrs were instal- After the war the fort was no 

The fort took three years to Icd; in 1899 six-inch guns. A new longer held in readinea. But it 
build and cost f26.965 Os. 8d.- wall was built inside the original still serves a useful military pur- 
exactly flM) les8 than the eati- one and the space betwan filled p o ~ a s  a strung- int to be 
mate. That sort of thing never with sand The guns were now captured in the ampgPbious exer- 

protected by a parapet varying cises which the Royal Marines happens nowadays. 
Originally F a t  Perch had 18 from 50 to 104 feet in thickam hold on the Mersey every year. 

L.f(: The civilian fantaker of Fort Parch, Mr. D. C-n, I.ronmta tk. 100-yeor-dd ahell hoii. 
M o w :  Tbi. pain- of the 15th L a n e d i n  Volunt.n h1lk.r at an procticc in the fort d.na HH diimr‘ mea of 420 (Lwahin a& Chnhim) Coast R.sim.nt, R z h t i l k r t .  (TA) in U-. 
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B A T T L E G R O U N D  I N  T H E  B R E C K L A N D  
THE MODERN ARMY TRAINS 
WITH THE LATEST WEAPONS 
OVER COUNTRYSIDE WHERE 
SAXONS AND DANES FOUGHT 
WITH SPEARS AND CLUBS 

ENTURION tanks, their machineguns chattering, churn 
their way between maps-covered monads where the Bronze 
Age men buried their dead in communal gravea C Gunners l o b  25-pounder shells from the edge of a Stone 

Age flint quarry; parachutists float down f rom the skies and Infantry- 
men spray moving targets wi th  their Brens and Stens, blast an  “enemy” 
stronghold wi th  mortar bombs and fight f o r  possession of a r o w  of 
cottages in the ruins o f  a 16th-century village. 

Here, in the heart o f  the Breckland district of Norfok, where 
Saxons and Danes fought each other with clubs and spears and the 
Romans later set up mil i tary encampments, the A r m y  trains many of 
its soldiers in the use of modern weapons. 

Eastern Command‘s Stanford Practical Training Area is a 36- 
square-mile island o f  rol l ing heathland and pine woods cut off f rom 
the outside world by barbed wire and road barriers. Signs reading: 
“Keep Out. There Are Bombs Inside” surround the perimeter and 
line al l  the roads leading t o  i t .  

This is  cne of the largest battle training grounds in the country 
and one of the few where al l  types o f  orthodox weapons are fired. 
On most o f  i t s  50 ranges l ive ammunition is used and realistic 
exercises of up t o  brigade strength can be staged. 

Each year more than 50,000 are trained at Stanford-soldiers from 
Regular and Territorial Army units, A r m y  cadets and members of the 
Home Guard. American anti-aircraft Gunners who guard the United 
States airfields in Britain with their Skysweepers go there t o  practise. 
In summer, when Territorial A r m y  units f rom a i l  home commands 
and men of the Army Emergency Reserve hold their annual camvs 
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Right: Porochuter over The Breckland. 
Territoriolr of 44 Btigode, 16th Airborne 
Diyirion descend on Stmfoord Training Areo. 

Below: Watermonrhip is taught on Stanfad 
Water. There boatmen ore Territorials 
of the King‘s Shropshire Light Infantry. 

. re ,  

the war, hut i n  194R, after a 
public inquiry, the Army was 
allowed to buy i t  as a permanent 
battleground. Most of the land 
belonged to L o r d  Walsingham, 
who commanded battalions o f  
the Royal Nor fo lk  Regiment in 
both world wars. He, too, had t o  
leave his home. 

The decision raised an outcry 
in Nor fo lk  and among archaeo- 
logists and ornithologists all over 
the country, for there are many 
ancient monuments dating hack 
t o  the Neolithic Age and several 
hird sanctuaries in the district. 
But the villagers were more than 
satisfied when the Army provided 
them with new homes outside the 
area in exchange for  their former 
out-of-date flint cottages and 
charged them only the rent o f  a 
few shillings a week they had 
previouslv paid. 

N o w  i t  i s  the unusual privilege 
o f  the former inhabitants o f  the 
six villages-Stanford, Totting- 
ton, West Tofts, Buckenham 
Tofts, Langford and Sturston- 
to return to their native heaths 
only when they are dead or when 
they wish to visit the grave o f  a 
relative buried in one o f  the 
churchyards. When a former in- 
habitant dies he may he buried 
in his native village if his relatives 
wish and i f  the Army gives i t s  
permission. which i t  does when- 
ever i t  is asked. 

The Army also mollified farm- 
ers who owned land on the outer 
areas of the district b y  allowing 
them to continue growing crops 
there. But the Army accepts no 
responsibility for damage to the 
crops if shells or bombs fall in 
their fields. 

When the area was handed 
over in 1948 the Army also 
promised to protect the archaeo- 

Men o( the Hereford Light In- 
fantry set up a mortar position 
in  a clearing among the woods. 

Below ( lef t ) :  A new Army head- 
dress? No, just two men of the 
Herefords dressed up to repre- 
sent Mau-Mau. Right: In the 
shelter of on old school troops 
wait for the order to attack. 
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logical treasures, bird sanctuaries 
and churches. Proof o f  how i t  
has kept i t s  word i s  the praise the 
Army receives f rom the authori- 
ties who f rom time t o  time inspect 
the battleground. ,411 the ancient 
monuments, which include many 
Bronze Age barrows and Stone 
Age flint mines, are marked and 
wired off and no  bombs or shells 

, .. 

are allowed to fal l  on or near 
them. Tanks and heavy vehicles 
are not allowed to use Peddars’ 
Way or lcknield Way, reputed 
to be the two oldest Roman roads 
in Britain, which run through 
the battle area. Ringmere Pond, 
a unique stretch of water whose 
silt deposits are said t o  record 
every climatic change since the 
last Ice Aee. i s  out o f  hounds to  
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"You've got to, confrol your dislike of Hies." 
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I say, you chops, pu know 
I  mea^ 'rigbt wheel.' " 
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