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Twenty ==ER artwork front covers 
renecting Army life from the late 1940s to the 
rnid-196Os have been reproduced in a ~ll-colotir i book of souvenir postcards. Land 

joins They will make an amusing and prized addition 
to any collection of military memorabilia - or 
you can just post them to your fiends! 3 Price: B* plus 5Op postage and packing. 

IN TJ36 biggest reorganisa- 
tion of the British A m y  since 
the Second World War almost 
all fighting units around the 
world were forming a new 
Land Command on April I .  

The new force of 131,000 
Regular, Gurkha and TA sol- 
diers takes in: 

0 All operational elements 
of the present United King- 
dom land  Force 0; 

0 All Army troops in Ger- 
many; 

OArmygarriSOnsin al  
and Brunei; 

0 British Army training units 
at Suf6eld and Wainwright in 
Canada and Belize; 

0 lhining and liaisi 

at Erskine Barracks, 
Wilton, formerly 
HQ W, which 
ceases to exist. First 
Commander- in-  
Chief Land Com- 
mand is Gen Sir 
John Wilsey, who 
formerly command- 
ed UKLF. 

combat service s u p  
port groups, one 
each in Grest 
Britain and Get- 
many. 

The new con 
mand also contains 
infantry battalions 
and specialist units 
in Great Britain 
which remain under 

national command, but which 
can also support NATO. 

All these elements are part of 
an infrastructure based on 
eight Army Divisions and Dis- 
tricts in Germany and Great 
Britain, plus independent 
commands in the r e ~ t  of the 
world. 

The command numbei 
72,000 Regular troops, 3,OO 
Gurkhas, and 56,000 Temtor- 
ial Army soldiers, supported 
by 12,000 MOD civilians. 

The organisation is also 
responsible for 74,000 mem- 
bers of the Combined and 
Army Cadet Forces, including 
their officers and adult instruc- 
tors. 
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The new organ]- 
sation is one of three central 
commands in the Army The 
other two are those of the 
Adjutant General (responsible 
for admmistrauon, personnel 
and training) and the Quarter- 
master General (supply and 

ica). 
ld Command operational 

forces assigned to NATO com- 
prise 1st WK) Armoured 
Division in Germany and 3rd 
(UK) Division in Great 
Britain, with their combat 
arms, combat support and 
combat service sumort ele- 
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I Lord Henley opens Sol r 50 exhibition c L T SERVICE F S HALF I A I~---L--- 1 c -I--! --CRUITS edition was going to press, included a toast 
to the magazine by Viscount Montgomery 
of Alamein. whose tether. Fd Marshal Mont- 

LORD Henley, Parliamentary Under Secre- 
tary of State for Defence, opened an exhibi- 
tion in the National Army Museum, Chelsea 
on March 15 to mark the 50th anniversary 
of Soldier 

Gunner 
unit 
returns 
from 
Armagh 

uished guests and for 
aft. A repon will appear in 

C---IRY YEAR? I E E E E E E E E E E E E  
CONSTANT HIGH INCOME 

CONSTANT SUPPLY OF NEW BUSINESS 
CONSTANT JOB SECURITY 

THE DRIVING TUITION SERVICE A 
FOUR HUNDRED soldiers 
from 5 Regiment Royal 
Artillery were refilming to 
their home base on the main- 
land from Northern Ireland - 
the lint major m o p  relocation 
from the Province in more than 
a decade. 

The move, which follows 
advice from L.t Gen Sir Roger 
Wheeler, GOC Northern Ire- 
land, and Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary Chief Constable Sir 
Hugh Annesley, has been 
made possible by the reduced 
level of support needed by the 
RUC since the IRA cease-fire 
came into operation last year. 

Commanded by Lt Col 
David Keanch, the gunners 
had been the Drumadd roule- 
ment battalion in Armagh 
since September and were due 
to return to their Canerick 
base at the end of March - a 
few weekn earlier than sched- 
uled. They will not be 
replaced. 
They will, however, be 

AROUND HALF A MILLION PEOPLE REACH 17 EVERY 
YEAR AND CAN LEARN TO DRIVE 

0 qualify to instruct by passing the 1 F LBdn Rwor OritRthr (m) and Rlchard Plggot of 5 Regt RA nmoy. the MtMy atgn nom thalr CO 
Armagh base in prnparation tor t k l r  nturn to Mama B.rmck. at Canerldc 

I D e p a r t m e n m p o r t ’ s  exams through the UKs largest 
Government Approved Instructor Training Centre. Specialist r trainer for people leaving the armed forces. 

L 

remaining on shon-notice 
standby for a speedy recall if 
necessary. 

The unit earmarked to 
replace them will continue 
with training, but will also, at 
present, remain on standby., 

With the departure of 5 Regt 
RA, 17 major units remain in 
Northern Ireland. Total num- 
ber of Service personnel in the 
Province is now abont 18,000. 

The Army has gradually 
adopted a lower profile since 
the announcement of the 

cease-fire. Since then, a wide 
range of measures have been 
taken by the Security Forces. 

Daylight pawls in Belfast, 
Londonderry and other towns 
have ceased. Soldiers now wear 
their regimental headdress. 
They do not o b m e  through 
their telescopic Susat sights, 
nor do armed senpies give top 
c m r  from Land Rovers. 

The number of vehicle 
checkpoints has been reduced 
and helicopters now generally 
only fly above 500 ft. 

When they filed in to b~ 
briefed the gupners wen 
expecting to hear the bad nm 
that their six-month tour h 
been extended. 

“There was hardly a bread 
as we waited for the worst, bu 
when we learned the gooc 
news we all raced for th i  
phones,” said Bdr Alan W i t 8  

“My wife expected the worm 
too, and when I told her w( 
were coming home early 
could hear her dmcini 
around.” 

i 

0 ’  a for details of our Training Courses and 
Guaranteed Employment at one of our Associate Driving 
Schools throughoutthe UK. Salaries E20,500pa + car + ioL 
security. Welch baptism of fire Bye bye I 

Bessie I 
A FOOT patrol of the 1st Bat- 
talion, The Royal Welch 
Fusiliers had a baptism of fire 
in Bosnia when it was pinned 
down by Bosnian Serbs sur- 
rounding the Muslim enclave 
of Gorazde on March 15. 

The battalion had just taken 
over United Nations duties 
from the 1st Battalion, The 
Royal Gloucestershire, Berk- 
shire and Wiltshire Regiment. 

’&eh 1 FWF soldiers wqre 
engaged hy heavg machine 
gum and anti-aircraft fire. 

Nine withdrew, but three ha( 
to remain in dead ground fa 
four hours until they were abk 
to slip away under cover o 
darkness and with suppa 
from their company’s quid 
reaction force. 

There were no British casu 
alties in the engagemuu 
during which the Royal Weld 
6red 400 rounds. 

A few days earlier mothe 
pawl  had been pinned dowr 
in the same a m ,  and 70( 
rounds had been exchanged. 

LCpi Vic Hill witnesses a a l b  
of Army history as Bessy, a Mk 
3 hydrogen kite balloon, makes 
its final ascent above the 5th 
Alrborne Brigade’s training 
area at Hankley Common near 
Aldershot. This summer, the 
balloon, from which Maj Peter 
Glliespie, 216 (Parachute) Sig- 
nals Squadron, made the last 
drop, will be replaced by the 
Skyvan light aircraft for 
training drops. 

Tolworth Tower, Ewe11 Road, Tolworth, Surrey KT6 7EL 
PHONE: 01 81 -339 9393 FAX: 01 81 -339 9339 
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Air training homes in on Middle Wallop 1 

c 
MIDDLE WALLOP will remain the 
home of Army aviation with 
responsibility for operational 
lralning on all Army aircraft, 
Armed Forces Minister Ncholas 
Soames confirmed in a written 
answer. 

Army activity at Netheravon 
would be relocated with all Army 
Air Corps flying moving to Middle 
Wallop, he said. Alternative 
Defence uses for Netheravon 
were being considered. 

e . .  
Funher examples of the envl- 

mnment benefiting from military 
use of training areas were given 
in the Lords. 

Answering questions on the 
need to extend training areas and 
ranges in the UK following the 
drawdown of forces from Ger- 

cal and other circumstances, is at 
an eariy drafting stage and as yet 
contains no recommendations. 

British UNPROFOR troops 
have helped deliver more than 
234,000 tonnes of humantanan 
aid sin- operations beghn in 
Bosnia in autumn 1992. 

mere is no plan, or need, to 
conddct Mother Delence Costs 
Study. Mr Roger Freeman. 
Defence Procurement Minister. 
said in a written answer. 

e All nitrate-based motion film 
held by the MOD nas Deen trans- 
lerred to the Imperial War 
Museum. mlh whom closer work 
inn ananaements have been 

there had k e n  con- 
siderable cornolaints the 

Hoa Exchange I ~ ~~ ~~~~ 

toimprove the habikt of the stone 
curlew, a species of bird of which 
there are few left. 

‘The birds are mostly to be 
found on Salisbury Plain. The 

habitat. 
“Icanalsoconfirm thatthetank 

tracks and the water that collects 
in them on Salisbuty Plain have 
done much to assist development 
of the fairy shrimp.” 

used. he said. 
Earlier he said the MOD was 

commined to retaining the mini- 
mum land necessary for training 
to the necessary standard. 

Other points from Parliament: 
e ~ ~ 2 0 0 0 ,  an iniernal MOD 

document addressing in general 
terms Army requirements at the 
beginning of the next century in 
the light of strategic, technolcg- 

shelling provides them with a e . .  

I e&blisheds. Instructions are 
now in place for other pictorial 
records to be deposited in 

I archives. 

right C 4 1 s  
plan 

.. ,.,,., ~ ..‘ ...., . ... 
. .  ,.. .. . .. . . . . 

. . . .  . , . . . . .. .. .. . . , .. . . . . . , hand drive I M,& MWtW l W Y  Nswrpap 

Please be there when they need you By part exchanging your car you could be doser to a 

new M1c than you think1 

Call Natocm ttow and End out what your car is worth 
and receive your copy of the Nntwrs  Buying Guide, 

discount prices and choice of car brochures. 

pola 
ii 

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any 
man or woman and their families if they are serving 
or have served in the British Army and are in real 
need. This help is given in two ways: through grants 
to supplement Corps or Regimental aid and by 
financial support to over 70 national charities 
providing for the special needs of those in distress. 

Our overall aim is to bring help to the many cases 
where state assistance is inapplicable, inadequate or 
unable to meet the immediate need. 

Your donation, covenant or legacy will provide 
invaluable assistance for those who served their 
country. 

Please help them in their hour of need. 

RUSSIANS will help fwo Red 
ice maid Devils perform the most 

northerly parachute jump in 
the world - onto the North 
Pole. 

Weather permitting, Army 
and British national champion 
Cpl Dave Mitchell and Re 
Finbar MoUoy of the Para- 
chute Regiment’s freefall team 
will leave a Russian D-76 air- 
craft “ 123000 ’ tempera- 
m e s  of minus 60 C. 

is due to 
leave Red Square, Moscow on 

Mal Oen Lord MkhMl  Flhllpn Homrd, Colowl of 
the Llt. Guards, presents a Unlted Natlons Iur- 
vlce mule1 to Lt Jarnos Fuller of B Squadron, 
Household Cavalry Rqlment al cemrnony et 
Wlndrof. Looklng on Is Me1 Mark van der Land., 

the I ‘on ludar. In Bosnia. where it had b u n  
be& m d n  August the squadron was responsl- 
ble for more then 2,500 square kllometrea of 
ground, oronad by confrontallon llner behvaon 
Serbs, Cmats end Muslim forcu. 

The 
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April 14 before flying to the 
Taymyr peninsula in Siberia 
where they have just three days 
to get the right weather condi- Terriers serving in Bosnia 
dons. 
An Mi 8 helicopter -code- 

named Hip by NATO during 
earlier confrontations - will 
prepare an ice airport as near 
as possible to the North Pole so 
that it can pick up the jumpers 
for the r e m  to Moscow. 

0 MAJ Gen Ray Pert, the 
Director of Infantry, gave sol- 
>’ -s of the 1st Battalion, The 

fordshire Regiment an 
, ~ t e  on the fume of the 
Infantry when he visited them 
at Ballykinler. 

TERRlTORIAL Army sol- 
diers on “S” type engagements 
are serving on operations in 
Bosnia with Regular units. 
More are set to go. 

Thirty volunteers deployed 
with the 1st Battalion, The 
Royal Welch Fusiliers, and an 
o5cer and five men from the 
4th Battalion, The Devonshire 
and Dorset Regiment based in 
Fketer will be serving with 1 D 
and D when it deploys to 
former Yugoslavia h m  Pader- 
born on Operation Grapple 6. 

- 

They will be part of 700 sol- 
diers, commanded by Lt Col 
Jeff Cook, who will relieve the 
1st Battalion, The Royal High- 
land Fusiliers in Vitez early in 
m y .  

Several volunteers from the 
4th Battalion also deployed 
with 1 RWF and one, Cpl 
Patrick Moulding, is a section 
commander. 

During 1 D and D s  exercise 
at BATUS, Sutfield, in Canada 
last year, Cpl Moulding took 
charge of a Warrior when the 

commander “The battalion was injured. is not short of 

manpower, but we have very 
smng links with our TA bat- 
talion and we try to invite it to 
take part in any interesting 
work which comes our way,” 
said Capt Paul Uden, Regular 
Adjutant of the 4th Battalion. 
The TA soldiers are classed 

HOLLAND 06022 980 
BELGIUM 078 I1431 

I ,  
as Regulars while they are serv- 
ing but have not been 
mobilised as is the case with 
TA soldiers who deployed to 
the Falkland Islands. 

7 
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Air training homes in on Middle Wallop 1 

c 
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e . .  
Funher examples of the envl- 

mnment benefiting from military 
use of training areas were given 
in the Lords. 

Answering questions on the 
need to extend training areas and 
ranges in the UK following the 
drawdown of forces from Ger- 

cal and other circumstances, is at 
an eariy drafting stage and as yet 
contains no recommendations. 

British UNPROFOR troops 
have helped deliver more than 
234,000 tonnes of humantanan 
aid sin- operations beghn in 
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NEWSLINE SOLDIER Gunners chill out in the hills READER SERVICES 
Bangladesh 
ASSISTANT Chlef of the 
Defence Staff (Ops) Air VIce 
Marshal Tony Harrison has 
thanked Brig Mahmuduzza- 
man, Defence Adviser to the 
Bangladesh Embassy, for his 
COUntry'S efforts in the Bihac 
area of Bosnia and for sup- -* to British soldiers work- 

rlth the UN In the e m .  

A WEEKEND-long infantry 
exercise designed to test the 
basic field skills of Dorunund- 
based 16 Regiment Royal 
Artillery took place in the 
Sauerland, Germany. 

Run at section level, Exer- 
cise Flame Chill was aimed at 
testing the toughness, leader- 
ship and navigational skills of 

the junior NCOs and soldiers 
involved. 

A long night's tab through 
Winterburg's high hills and 
forests was followed by a day of 
six stands, ranging from signals 
and harbour skills to a booby- 
trap and vehicle recovery and 
an ambush, all interspersed 
with more forced marches. A 

tough combat race on the 
Sunday brought the exercise to 
a gruelling end. 

The objectives of the exer- 
cise, intended to test the lead- 
ership of section commanders 
and improve the general profi- 
ciency of the soldiers' infantry 
skills in a limited time perio-' 
and scenario, were achieved. 
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ion, The Gloucestershire, 
Berkshire and Wiltshire Regi- 
ment coped magnificently with 
appalling conditions during 
their six-month winter tour of 
Bosnia. 

Commanding officer Lt Col 
Patrick Davidson-Houston 
said on 1 RGBWs return to 
base at Canerick that the 
deployment had served to 
bond the battalion together. It 
was formed in April last year. 

Many of his soldiers were 
based in the besieged eastern 
enclave of Gorazde where 
many items were in short 
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THE FINEST CAR PURCHASE P 
Gen Slr Jeremy MecKeruIe and the Mayor of Chichester, Cllr Patrlcla Hwlay, tab the selule as 
the Mounted Roop of tho Royal Mllitary Pollce paradei through the clty centre en route to Rouslllon 
Barracks, where a farewell ceremoniel twk place to mark the unlt'r formal dlsbandment 

Bosnia withdrawal plan 
supply. 

"But we did not let it detract 
NATO may send up to 40,000 
troops to help evacuate UN 
peacekeeping forces from Bosnia- 
Hercegovina under a withdrawal 
plan. codenamed Operation 
Determined Effort, now under dis- 
cussion. -Times. 
0 Seventeen major generals, 

48 colonels and 32 brigadiers 
were given notice of compuisoy 
redundancy on March 9. The 
latest cuts were signalled last 
November. - Dai/y Express. The 
cuts follow 16,812 redundancies 
over the past three years as the 
Army shrinks from 156,000 to 
around 120,000 following the end 
of the Cold War. - Daily Mail. 
0 The campaign to free para- 

trooper Pte Lee Clegg won its first 
real victory with the announce- 
ment that his life sentence will be 
reviewed in June. He was said to 
be devastated by the delay. - 
Guardian. 
0 Details for a European mili- 

tary organisation centred on the 
Western European Union have 
been outlined by Prime Minister 

OThe High Court has granted 
leave for a former RAF senior air- 
craftwoman. dismissed because 
she is a lesbian. to seek ajudicial 
review of the military ban on 
homosexuals. - Dai/y Telegraph. 

OA David Shepherd print 
depicting men of The Green 
Howards patrolling the Ardoyne 
district of Belfast in 1971 has been 
removed from public view at 
Northallerton town hall, North 
Yorkshire, to accord with the 
I11-m oeace process. - Times. 

le Army is heading for a 
s II of at least 5,000 soldiers 
by mid-year. Cutbacks, poor 
blame. recruiting - Daiw and poor Telegraph. retention are to 

OFirst World War veteran 
George Brurmvell Jameson MC. 
who saw action at Ypres, the 
Somme. Cambrai and Vimy 
Ridge, has married in Devon. His 
bride is 53. George (1 02) is one of 
the few surviving Old Con- 
temptibles. those who joined the 
Biiish Expeditionary Force to 
France in 1914. -Guardian. 

s 

from our task of uying to 
supply humanitarian aid to the 
people who needed it and 
acting as a catalyst to get the 
warring factions to come 
together," said Lt Col David- 
son-Houston. 

RGBW soldiers built a 
home for mentally handi- 
capped people in Gorazde. 
Many bad been left roaming 
the streets with no family or 
official help. 

When supplies were low bat- 
talion chefs had to cook on 
wood-burning stoves. 

0 Brig David Cranston 
handed over command of the 
Headquarters Multinational 
Division (MND (C)) in Ger- 
many to Maj Gen Jan W 
Brinkman of the Netherlands 
on March 8. 
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0 Former Army and Royal Navy 

personnel owe the MOD almost f3  
million in unpaid rent on properties 
in which they continue to live alter 
leaving the Armed Forces. 
-Times. 
0 Aformer Scots Guardsman is 

asking the European Court of 
Human Rights to declare Britain's 
600-yeaVold court martial system 
unlawful. His lawyers say cases 
aaainst Servicemen and women 
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Sot Chrls H.nls has bee: I More than 45 years alter, as a 19-year-old 
bombardier, he had dug the first slit trench 
on top of Crest Hill, an observation post 
overlooking the principal border crossing 
point between Hang Kong and China, Lt Col 
(Retd) Paul Piggotl (right) returned to the 
same spot. He is pointing out to Lt Col lan 
Buckley, OC Sek Kong Admin Unit. the 
modern city of Shenzen, which now stands 
across the border in place of the paddy 
fields he looked over in 1949. A concrete 
bunker replaced the slit trench. 

I a k d e d  the honour of becoming 
the Sobraon Sergeant for the 5th 
Battalion. The Princess of 
Wales's . Royal Regiment. As I L I most promising se$eant within 
the Territorial Army battalion, he 
carries on the tradition of parad- 
ing the regimental Colour to the 
Sergeants' Mess on the anniver- 
sary of the Battle of Sobraon in 
1846 when one of his predeces- 
sors seizedthe Colour and rallied 
the battalion to victory. 

- only the semnd to be 
awarded to a non-com- 
missiond officer - fmm 
the Queen at Buokjng- 
ham Pa lm.  Following a 
devastating attack by 
Serbs on his UN observa- 
tion post. Darren, who 
was mmmanding P 
Scimitar in former 
Ywiav ia ,  exposed him- 
self to heavy small arms 
fire while firing to cover 
the withdrawal of his 
uews to the relative 
safety of their armoured 
recce vehides. I h caree 

n the 
r l -  I 

PEOPLE 

I A b r  a 14-year stint as deputy Range Safety mcer at the RA Range Hebrides, WO2 BHly Felton t w k  his IMVE 
of the Army in a manner appropriate to the island surroundings. Now well and truly settled on South Uist on the 
Weatem Isles, he was towed out of the range's front gate in a small boat, watched by members of staff. Paying a courtesy call on the Mayor of Brecon. 

Clr lvor Hussin. were Col Nell Jones, new 
Deputy Commander of Headquarters 160 
(Wales) Brigade (lefl), and outgoing Deputy 
Commander Col Peter Gooderson. 

Colour -f ul 
character 

11 

Goodbye, Troops from ail units lined 
the route at Hohne, Ger- 
many as Brig Andrew 

Germany Rldgway, Commander of 
7 Armoured Brigade, 
bade them farewell in 

I style. The brigadier, who 
has been posted to the Ministry of Defence in London, was 
driven out of camp in a 2 RTR Challenger tank -the Same 
vehicle he had once commanded as CO of the regiment. 



The eight 
formations 

THE ARMY S fighllng lroops 
throughout the world. responsibili~ 
ty tor which falls to the new Land 
Command. have been organised 
into eight lormations. each corm 
manded by a major general 

The lormations are 
.Two "Ready" divisions: 1st 

(UK) Armd Div in Germany and 
3rd [UK) Div in Great Britain Both 
are earmarked to form pan 01 the 
NATO Rapid Reaction Corps but 
have the flexibility to be employed 
~n support 01 other defence roles. 

They also command the Army 
units in specilied geographic 
areas ~ In the case 01 1 Div this 
area comprises the garrisons in 
Germany where the division's 
units are based. In the case 01 3 
Div, the south~west of England 

0 Three "Regenerative' divi- 
sions based on former districts in 
the UK ~ 2nd Division (replacing 
Eastern District) with its HO in 
York: 4th Division at Aldershot. 
and 5th Division (replacing Wales 
and Western District) at Shrews~ 
bury. 

These divisions are responsible 
tor ail units within their boundaries 
and could provide the core tor 
three new divisions should the 
Army be required to expand to 
meet a maior international threat 

0 Three districts: Scotland. 
London and the United Kingdom 
Support Command (Germany). 
The first two are responsible for all 
Army units within their  bound^ 
aries; the UK Suppon Command 

7 DIY HO 

Land CO 

!Germany) with its headquarters 
at Rheindahlen has similar 
responsibilities but also provides 
essential support functions tor 1 
Div and the headquarters of the 
AHHC 

The eight divisions or district 
areas are funher sub divided into 
brigades and garrisons Some 
brigade headquarters as a result 
01 the Defence Costs Study have 
been amalgamated with garrison 
headquarters to achieve savings 

and greater efhciency 
Embedded in this Structure are 

all theother elements which repre 
sent Land Commands opera 
tional capabiiily They include 24 
Airmobile Brigade the UK ele 
men1 otAMF(L1 with headquarters 
and logistic elements at Bulford 
and an infantry battalion at Dover 
three Signal Brigades (one in 
Germany) dnd two Combat Ser 
vice Support groups (one In 
Germany) 

Supplying the troops 
Public Duties take up another 
two battalions and all troops not 
otherwise operationally commit 
ted are available to orovide mill 
tary aid to civil authorities ~n 
Great Britain 

The Wiiton headquaners has 

ALTHOUGH the new Lanc 
mand is not responsible f, 
ning operations in NI 
Ireland. Cyprus and the F; 
Islands. it does provide thi 
ational troops for them. 

About 12,000 Regulars 
are now involved in Northem ire- assumed the following new 
land. either deployed there or 
training for deployment, and an 
additional 500 are serving in 
Cypnrs and the Falklands. 

National and UN operations 
involve further British manpower 
-currently 3.500 in Bosnia. with 
others deployed 10 Azerbaijan 
and Georgia. Several hundred 
more being s8nt to Angola. 

At any one time, about 500 
troops are involved in MoD- 
sponsored equipment trials. 
demonsirations and exhibitions. 

responsibilities, some 0 1  which 
have been delegated from MOD 
as pan 01 reviews' 

Commitments ~ including 
control 01 the Operational Tour 
Plot. the Arms Plot (the rotation 
of armoured. artillery and 
infantry units between stations) 
and the provision of assistance 
to trials and studies, 

Collective Training ~ includ- 
ing responsibility for armoured 
battlegroup training at BATUS In 
Canada. 

Compulsory Drugs Testing 
Management 01 the Army s A 

vehicles and helicopters 
The new commands task IS to 

deliver and sustain the Armys 
operational capability wherever 
and whenever it IS  required 

The Armys role IS based on 
three Delence principles 

JTo ensure 1he protection 
and security of the United King 
dom and its dependent territo 
ries even when there IS  no 
immediate external threat 
i To ensure against any major 

extemal threat to the UK and its 
allies 

A To contribute to promoting 
the United Kingdoms wider 
security interests through the 
maintenance 01 international 
peace and stability 

OEPLOYAELE DIY 1 
DEPLOYAELE EDES 
NATIONAL 
DEFENCE EOES 

EXTRA STAFFING 
LAND Command is responsible erably greater than before. 
for delivering fighting troops Manpower has increased by 
anywhere in the world on time, 100 personnel bringing its total 
properly equipped, prepared staff to about 850. To compen- 

sate lor this. some other head- and supported. 
To enable it to carry this out. quarters have been reduced in 

the command structure has size and, for example, HO 
been reorganised. .The span of United Kingdom Suppon Com- 
command of the new headquar- mand (Germany) will have lost 
ters is significantly largerand its about ZOO staff in the past two 
range of responsibilities consid- years 

Army CO# 
-- 
Lure In GI 

formations: 
O l s t  (UK) Armoured Oivi- 

Sion: Formed in 1940 adopting 
the charging rhino [the most heav~ 
ily "acmoured animal) as its 
insignia in 1942 before El 
Alamein. Since the Second World 
War the division has been retitled 
three times and became the 1st 
[United Kingdom) Armoured Divw 
sion in 1993. having Successfully 
fought in the 1991 Gulf War.  head^ 
quarters at Herford and three 
armoured brigades in north-west 
Germany. Now commanded by 
Mal Gen Roddy Cordy~Simpson. 

0 2nd Division: Has responsi- 
bility for the whole of eastern Eng- 
land except Essex. Though the 
division wasfirst formed in t809to 
light in the Peninsular War. the 
crossed keys sign was not adopt- 
ed until 1940 when it was reconsti- 
tuted in England alter Dunkirk. 11s 
most lamous engagement was 
during the Burma campaign in 
1944 when at the battle for 
Kohima the tide was finally turned 
against the Japanese Army. Now 
commanded by Ma, Gen Patrick 
Cordingley 

0 3rd (UK) Division: The only 
operational division in Great 
Britain It has a mLx of capabilities 
encompassing armoured,  air^ 

world wars. NOW commanded by 
'MaJGen lan Freer. 

OUnlted KinOdom Support 
Command (Germany): UKSC(G1 
has responsibility for British troops 
-on the mainland of Europe which 
are not part of 1 (UK) Armd Div. lts 
headquarters at Rheindahlen 
replaces that of the Brilish Army of 
the Rhine, whose sign it has 
adopted. Commanded by Maj 
Gen Scon Grant. 

0 Scotland: Responsible for 
the entire national territory of Swt- 
land including the Western and 
Northern Islands. Distinguishing 
flag of Army Headquarters Scot- 
land at Craigiehall, Edinburgh. is a 
lion rampant superimposed on a 
red. black and red background. 
The lion rampant is a quotation 
from the Royal Arms of Scotland. 
Maj Gen Jonnie Hall to take com- 
mand on npril 12 from Maj Gen 
Mike Scott. 

0 London Dlatrlct: Responsi- 
ble for units located within the 
Greater London Area as well as in 
Windsor. Formed in 1906, the 
activitv for which the headouarters 

London. Headquarters in Horse- 
guards. Now commanded by Mal 
Gen lain Mackay~Dick 

OWize: The British Army 
Trainina Suooon l lnit RRIILP 

John Silvester. RGBW. 10) role is 
to give training and logistic sup- 
port to Land Command units irain- 
ing in a tropical. jungle 
environment. The unit's emblem is 
a sailfish, a species found in local 
waters. 

0 B N ~ :  The garrison is 
made up of a resident infantry bat- 
talion (currently 2 RGR), 7 Flight 
Army Air Carps and the Training 
Team Brunei who seek to maintain 
in the Army the jungle skills which 
have served us so well in the past. 
Commanded by CO 2 RGR. Lt Col 
David Hayes. 

0 Canada-Sutfield British 
Army Training Unit Suffield 
(BATUS) is responsible for train- 
ing banlegroups in the planning 
and execution of armoured opera- 
tions through the medium of live 
firing and tactical test exercises. 
The "Medicine Man" logo has 
been adopted from a local news- 
paper. While serving at Suffield. 
Alberta, troops are under the oper- 
ational and administrative com- 

and dktrict is best known 'is state 
ceremonial and public duties in 
the capital. District insignia shows 
the sword of St Paul representing 
the City d London and the mural 
crown representing the County of,, i. mand of Col Nick Seymour. 

0 Canada - Wainwright:  brit^ 
ish Army Training Support Unit at 
Wainwright (BATSUIW)) provides 
logistic and administrative support 
tor inlantry units training at the 
Canadian Forces training base in 
western Canada. During the 
winter months the unit moves in its 
entirety to Fort Lewis in the USA 
where it carries out a similar func- 
tion. Commanded by Lt Col Mick 
Haynes. 

0 Kenya: British Army Liaison 
Staff Kenya (BATLSK) is based in 
Nairobi. It is respansible for sup 
porting inlantry battalion group 
exercises and 3,000 British troops 
who train in Kenya each year in 
terrain rangmg in altitude from 
8,000 ff down to 2.300 ff. BATLSK 
has been based at Kahawa Bar- 
racks since Kenya's indepen- 
dence in 1963. Commandad by Li 
Col lan Horsford. 

0 Nepal: British Gurkhas Nepal 
is responsible for providing a line 
of communications from Nepal to 
Brigade of Gurkhas troops world- 
wide. It has a headquarters in 
Kathmandu with sub-units in east 
and west Nepal. Established i- 
1962 soon after Nepal opened il 
doors to the West and Britis 
Gurkhas India moved from base 
in India. Commanded by CI 
Christopher Lavender. 

. .  . 

- .  . ..I . 
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A 
r are due so take delivery iq 

Germany of eight “early” 
Challenger 2 tanks as part of 
the regiment’s eventual con- 
signment of 38, wrltes Phil 
wilcox. 

Before then, however, 
teething troubles on the 
Army’s new main battle tank 
will have been eradicated on 
the miles of purpose-built 
roads and rough terrain at 
the MOD’S Armowed Trials 
and Development Unit 
(ATDIJ) at Bwington in 
Dorset. 

Extensive trials and quality 
checks are condnuing there, 
explained Maj James Cush- 
nir, the ATDU’s weapons 
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weer on the tracks? Challenger 2 und.rgolng a trundle trial at ATDU Bovingion to a- the aials officer, as pan of i thor- 
ough programme to ensure the 
tank is built to the standards 
and specifications laid down. 

“There have been a number 
of things that we have been 
unhappy with that we are glad 
have been resolved,” he said. 

The loader’s machine-gun 
mounting, for example, has 
been redesigned and wdl be 
replaced, and alterations to the 

Challenger 2 261 Tho Broadway Wimbledon SW19 ‘IS 

01 81 -540 0440 NOW! 
PHONE 

makes 
tracks 

The fielding team set itselfa 
target of 5ve days to carry out 
automotive, communications, 
weapon and turret checks and, 
according to Maj Whiteside, 
generally meets that aim. 

Eighteen more Challenger 
2s will be delivered to the 
Royal Scou Dragoon Guards 
in Germany and 12 to Boving- 
ton, where a squadron will 
carry out an in-service reliabii- 
ity demonsmation. 

This will consist of 84 battle- 
field days each comprising 27 
km of road running, 33 krn of 
cross-country movement and 
34 main armament iirings - a 
considerable commitment. 

The 2nd Royal Tank Regi- 
ment will be the second recipi- 
ent - six months afier the Scots 
DG. 
AU eight front-line tank regi- 

ments will receive eight “early” 
deliveries and, eventually, their 
hrll consignment of a further 
30 Challengers. 

None of the conversion 
courses has started yet, 
although the fust gunnery con- 
version course is due to begin 
in “I July, have said great Maj Cushnir. confidence in 

the new vehicle,” he added. 
“Its key design principle was 

‘fightabiiity’, in other words to 
provlde a weapon system that 
the crew can exploit to the full. 
I think it has achieved that.” 

As one of the Challenger 2 
drivers at the Bovington mals 
m t  succinctly put it: “As far as 
the gun system is concerned, 
you cannot beat it: it is fast and 
good . . . and the tank is fun to 
drive.” 

1 + tracks hnve been suggested 
l .‘ after concern was expressed . about their aggressiveness on 

I . It was also found that the 
*: . ‘ di f64t  going. 

Challenger had no rear step to 
help the crew gain access. 

Three versions of a new step 
were designed, manufactured 
in the ATDU’s workshops on 
the premises, trialled and put 
forward for consideration. 

“Despite the retention of the 
name, we are dealing with a 
new vehicle - with less than 
three per cent commonality 
between Challenger 1 and 2,” 
said Maj Cushnir. 

A small fielding team, led by 
Maj Ronnie Whiteside, has 
been operating at the unit since 

deliverv rl 
September, having undergone 
a lengthy training course run 
by Vickers in Newcastle. 

“In the past, when the Army 

received a new vehcle, it was 
sent to the depot at Ludger- 
shall,” said Maj Whiteside. 

“With Challencer 2. it e0e.i --- -I -- _--- ... 

I *ril straight from the 
factory to the user, 
and all the checks 
carried out on 
behalf of the 
receiving unit’s 
vehicle squadron 
use the team’s 
expertise. 
*The system 

works very well: we 
check every tank in 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  
detail, take them 
on the range and 
set up firing. When 
all the checks are 
done to our satis- 
faction, the vehicle 
is given to the tkal 
recipient.” 

YOU CAN SHARE IN OUR SUCCESS - TAK 
OUTA SUBSCRIPTIONAND RECEIVE YOU 
OWW COPY EVERY FORTNIGHT 

1 
1 - - - - -- - -- -- - - - - - - 

Our Representative will call at your 
request. Ring (0727) 841321 - 

Fox (0727) 831462 or write for details to 
220 Hotfield Road, St Albans, Heris ALl 4L 

I 
I 
I OLDIER MAGAZINE, 

ONLY THE BEST WILL DO. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
UK L23; OVERSEAS L32.20 (surface mail) 
soLmmn MAGAZINE, ORDNANCE ROAD, 
ALDERSHOT, HAWS G u l l  2W. TEL 01252347353 

Maj Ronnla Whitcnkh (hunt centre) and members of his field testing toam at Bov- 
hgion. Back row (from left): WOZ Sieve Brooks, LCpl Dave Nickenon, WO2 Kavln 
Kmp, S g t  Ml&y Peame. Front row: S!Ji Paul W o n ,  SSgi John Aiaxander, Mal 
WRitwida, WO2 Alan Hqm anU WOZ Gnham WMtWIer 

, I K 
P lease~te  wur 6 lar requirements below I 

I L . . . . . . . . . . , , . . , . , , , , . . , , . , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . , . . , . . . . , - - -__- -_ - - -____ J 
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Above - Conwdlpn Barnaby, one 
ot sevoml comics on the 
Wycombe bill 

Left - Munbera of Under Wraps 
display youthful energy 

Combined Services Enter- CSE chief Fkhard Astbury. 
tainment (CSE), for almost “Now, the allocation has 
50 years associated in the been spht up, so the com- 
military mind with providing mands in, say, the Falklands, 
artistes to perform in shows Cyprus and Northern Ireland 
for the Forces based over- have the choice of spending 
seas, has added a new twist monev with us or with some- 

. I 
as the new venture mess presidents and entertain- 

ment managers. d,” Richard Ast- 
Topline performers Jim 

uld not want it Davidson and Bucks Fizz were 
on a bill which included dance 
troupe Under Wraps, comedi- 
ans Barnaby and Dave Lee, commercial venture we 

everyone else involved, 
ferventty hoping that 
initials will not, in 

one eise - to build a swimming 
pool or buy a fleet of Land 
Rovers for Service families to YOU hear the one about 

ontinue to be 

: . “At the moment, as special- 

proved successful. 

ned ~ establishments here> 



Tsrrltorlal Amy offtcers 
have been leerning what It 
Is Ilke to be at the sharp end 
of planning and command- 
ing an operation on the 
b a I t W d .  Reporl by Phi1 
Wllcox, pictures by Wlke 
Weston 

into practice what they had 
Zoamed by walking the battle 
w u n d  in Exercise First Try - 
a tactical esercig ‘bout 
wops. 

dose, they would be putting 

THEY WERB a disparate 
bunch. S i  men and women, 
mnging from a cabinet maker 
to a consultant transplant 
anaesthetist. 

But they had at least one 
thing in common. 
AU were Territorial Army 

0 5 ~ ~  - mainly majors and 
lieutenant colonels. 

And they had all reported to 
the Army Staff College at 
Cambedey, surrey, for an 
intensive two-week TA Com- 
mand and Staff course. 

Ova the ensuing two weeks, 
they would be digesting and 
wrestling with the h e r  points 
of mission command analysis 
in lecture and syndicate room. 

As the formi&t drew to a 

I 

I 

and nearby RMA 
Sandhurst. 

In the past, 
orders would be 
issued in great 
detail, outlining 
not only what an 
05cer was to do, 
but also how to do 

“That system 
tended to cramp 
initiative and 
meant people 
were not aware of 
the whole picture. Now, 05- 
cers are told ‘The m a l l  plan 
is such and such’ and they can 
act in a much more free and 
faster fashion, and think for 
themselves.” 

As the first week progressed, 
Sddur asked members of the 
course for their reactions. 

Former Regular-turned- 
teacher, hhj Mark Spragg, 
pslning major of the Universi- 
ty of Wales officer Training 
Corpe, was all in favour of the 
mission command package. 

“It is intriguing, for the 

it. 

Army as a 

There is a new philosophy simplereasonthatitisnewand 
on command in the field, weareinatthebirthofsome- 
explained City insurance spe- thing from which we are learn- 
cialist Lt Col Julien Radcliffe, ing all the fime,” said the 
TA instructor at the college maior, who served with 1 

Staffords in the 
GUlfWar. 
“The course is 
helping me in 
taking in a wider 
understanding of 
the Army at a 
higher level. I 
think that for me 
and my fellow TA 
OfficuS, it will 
mean that we will 
benetit by being 
less blinkered - 
looking at the 

whole, rather than 
the TA in isolation.” 

Maj Steve Squibb RE, after 
13 years with 101 Engineer 
Regiment, is now a director of 
a firm specialising in bomb dis- 
posal equipment. 

“The most useful aspect is 
bemg brought up to date on 
concepts of fighting: I am sure 
a lot of my predecessors on the 
conrse will be jealous,” he said. 

“Critics have been known to 
say the TA can be insular, so 
bg rced into the wider pic- 
tu beneticiel, and the 

better understanding of what.. 
goes on at brigade level will 

’ 

make service back in the. rea- 
ment much easier.‘’ . 

Lt Col Peter Koder, a senior 
veterinay officer at CVHQ, 
qelton Mowbray, felt he 

ould be better placed to 
nderstand &e working8 of 
HQ ad advi E on pb- 
1WU. 

A cross-Channel participanr 
from L‘Ecole Militaire in Paris, 
Maj Donatien Lebastard ofthe 
French Army Reserve, was 
attending the course to 
“acquire a better knowledge of 
the British Army rn gene&.” 

He was also preparing for his 
duties as a liaison 05cer 
between the two armies. 

“The organisation is not the 
same, but the logic IS identi- 
cal,” said the Lyons-based 
engineer, who at present has 
no opaadollnl responsibilities. 

from 24 Int Coy, Intelligence 
Corps, was one of seven 
women on the course. 

“05cers in the corps tend to 
concentrate on the enemy, and 
do not do much on friendly 
forces,” she said. 

“The last time I was in the 
field, with the OTC at Mivg 

Mai Myszlra -, 

sity, I was involved with sec- 
tional attacks: divisional 
attacks are Merent. I normal- 
ly work in an indoor environ- 
ment, in a bunker somewhere. 

“I have got all the theory, but 
it is quite different looking at 
the terrain and then interpret- 
ing it.“ 

And what did she think was 
the chiefvalue of the course? 

the divisional commander 

I 

It give8 an inslght into what 

famer REME ~egular, the 
c u w e  has not only bem nec- 
essary but refreshing - bring- 
ing me right up to date. 

“My only possible criticism 
is that we reaUy need 
more than 15 days.” 

Nial Browne, a 
major with 156 
Tqnsport Regiment 
RLC, and tax 

members of the directing s inspector based in 
Bootle. had learned “It‘s an excellent wav 

. .  . .  . 

... . .: , . ,: 

. .  
tions on the~cewe - as well aq 
probably fying two -,the e of most the year sadb an, 

far as they pri, concerned.” . ’. 
Col Richard Cousens, Cam- 

director, finds the 
‘‘fast and furious 
two weeks” refresh- 
ing. ‘With t h e  
varied backgmunda 
and eagerness w 
learn. the TA oartie-,, 

berley’s ‘COWS 

~ ~. 
would be doing-with the& teaching the co-ordinati&~ “a heliof a lot” over ipants soak !im 

informationuplitea. ofcourse,ofsupponinghim.” plans, bringing in all ’’ the previous few 
days about fighting sponge: they have p 

much to contribut&, winter morning on farming seeing it on the ground: battles. 
land in Hampshire, Course seaetary and they are not 
she and her fellow constrained by some 

All who attend conrses i the battleground for 

Six days later, on a murky lessons of the last week 

Lt Col Tony Hark- 

the contents and administta- 
. students were seeing ing, responsible for organising of the Army dogma,” he said.~ 

~ 

real. tion, h d s  that students are they can add the initiak 
A medic, a para very different to those who TACSCatktheirnames-are 

and a solicitor were attend the main Regular encowagedtorennn,whethef 
working side by side to listen to lectures, visit the 
in one group to rupry to December. library or use the facilities f@ 
interpret orders, ‘Because they are thi research. 
with the nominated - more mature, they bring theu “The Statr College at Caui- 

bedey has an international rep 
been told that they frequently coming up with utation,” said Col Cousens. ”It 
hadtoputtheplaninto i. REME novel and innovative solutions has been going for nearly 200 

course, f i c h  runs from Feb- 

outside experiences into play - 

“Each student has a wav in to ~roblems,” he said. 
explpined Lt Col RadMe, ‘It is a d&ding 81: 
who revealed that, from 1997, ~ lenging experience for 
whm the Statr Colkge wete g o b  to do, and then ing staff who instruct 
baomes a tri-Sdce estab- work out a plan. “For me, as a specially-prepared pl 

tea&mg its members to-tbi&J; 
more freely about what they 

tion 
the, 

I 

.. 



DID not mean to attend the About ten days before my 
50th anniversary of the battle departnre I was surprised to 
OfAmhan. get a telephone call from some- 

In 1944Ihadlandedthereas one who called himselfPrince 
a glider pilot, fought the Ger- Bernhard of the Netherlands. I 
mans for s e v m  days and thoughtitwasapracticdjoke, 
nights, escaped by swimming but he went on in perfect 
the Rhine and then, German and us- 
back home in Eng- the familiar “du”, 
land, had had the and I realised it 
Mili& Medal pinned to my 
chest by King George VI. 

But the idea of parading with 
hundreds of old veterans like 
myself wearing rows of medals 
and red berets didnot appeal. I 
am not a military type, particu- 
larly because of my experience 
as a young Jew in Potsdam 
which was the centre of Pruss- 
ian militarism. 

But my publisher thought I 
should go as a good opportuni- 
ty to pmmote the new version 
of my 1945 book about the 
battle, Arnhem hji - Ths Dipy  
of a GI& Not. 

By the time he had persuad- 
ed me to attend the ceremony, 
all the hotels and guest houses 
were booked and I was 
assigned to a billet in a bar- 
racks some 30 miles from 
Arnhem. 

Quite by chance a retired 

really was Prince Bernbard. 
He complimented me on the 

book and said he wished I had 
spoken to him before I wmte 
the last chapter in which I 
blamed Fd Marshal Mont- 
gomery for the disastrous fail- 
ure of the airborne action. 

He completely agreed with 
me but said I had been too 
gentle. He and a Dutch major 
general had tried to warn 
Montgomery that the 9th and 
loth German Armoured SS 
Divisions with the bulk of their 
heavy armour were refitting in 
the neighbourhood of 
Arnhem. 

Montgomery had refused to 
listen. 

The presence of the heavy 
concentration of tanks had 
already been confirmed by lis- 
tening to signals from the 
German High Command 

nurse, A n S  which had been 
Kremer, who was decoded by the 
helping in the top secret 
Town Hall to Enigma machine. 

Montgomery had 
also ienored 

cope with hous- 
ingthe thousands 
of veterans and 
their families, 
had read my 
book and recog- 
nised my name 
on the billeting 

ately wmte to me 
offering to put me up in her 
house in Oosterbeek where 
mosr of the fighting had taken 
place. 

I was delighted to accept her 
invitation, particularly as she 
offered to fetch me from Ams- 
terdam, which is about 6Okm 
from Arnhem. 
20 

I these anz had 
never passed the 
information to 
his troops. 

Au this 
would indeed 
have been a valu- 
able addition to 
the book. 

But what Prince Bemhard 
was really telephoning for was 
to invite me to go straight to 
the palace when I arrived. Not 
thinking quite straight, I asked 
him for the address. 

He laughed. “Ob, everybody 
knows where it is.” 

I explained that I was b e i i  

i r ’ i  book wlth the wrltlng I 
and aignatunr of some ot 
those who fwaht In her 
hww. Top rlghi li (bat of !3Qt 
Lewla Halg 

met by A n s  Kremer and her 
brother and he told me to take 
them too. 

At the Palace we were shown 
into Prince Bernhard’s study 
which was cluttered with ele- 
phants of every shape and size 
- a result of his work with the 
World Wildlife Fund. We had 
tea and talked in German for 
about an hour. He apologised 
to the Kremers but, like most 
Dutch, they understood 
enough German to follow the 
conversation. 
During the drive to Ooster- 

beek, A n s  said that they were 

met me 50 yem ago when 
she had been 12 and her broth- 
er, Sander, ten. They walled 
the incredible occasion when, 
after four years of the hateful 
German occupation, suddenly, 
without warning, the sky abwe 
Oosterbeek was filled with 
bombers discharging hundreds 
of men and equipment silently 
floating down dangling 
beneath parachutes. 

Then, when the mortars and 
L I. 

around them, Ans’s parents 
hustled them into the compar- 
ative safety of the cellar. 

On the third night of their 
candle-lit subterranean exis- 
tence they heard a persistent 
banging on their front door. 
A n s  crept up after her father. 
In the dark they saw a man in a 
uniform they did not recognise 
calling out “Sprechen sie 
Deutsch?”, then in perfect 
German asking if any of the 

come to liberate 
them. Now that 
she had heard my voice, she 
was certain that I was the man 
who had called out to her 
father 50 years ago. I agreed it 
had to be me. 

We had spent the next five 
days in the Kremer house: we 
had used their opulent Victori- 
an furniture to barricade the 
windows and we dug trenches 
in the h n t  and back gardens. 
The house, Stations weg (Road) 
No 8, was one of many large 
villas in Oosterbeek belonging 
to prosperous retired planta- 
tion owners from the Dutch 
East Indies. 

I 

yards from the smart Harten- 
stem Hotel which, surrounded 
by a large park, had been the 
headquarters of the German 
High Command, and was now 
HQ of the 1st Airborne Divi- 
sion. 

Each day the fighting 
became more intense and the 
Germans crept closer and 
closer: soon they were in Sta- 
tions weg No 14, just three 
houses away. The German 
tsnlrs and self-propelled guns 
were now 6ring straight down 
Stations weg and I moved into 
the amc of the house h m  
which I could fire down on 
them with a small Piat anti- 
tank gun. 

Ans’s reminiscences were so 
vivid that it seemed no time 

bound visitors’ 
book and opened it at a stained 
and blotchy page. 

On it I had written: I do 
hope and believe that the mess 
we made of your lovely house 
was worth while and Good 
Luck for the future. It was 
signed “Lewis Haig [my name 
during the war to conceal my 
German background], llOa 
Banbury Road, Oxford“. This 
was the flat belonging to Peter 
and Jean Medawar who were 
my official next of kin. 

A n s  forgot to ask me to sign 
her visitors’ book again, and I 
also forgot to ask Prince Bern- 
hard if I might sign his. But if 
ever I have a chance to go back 
I shall remember to ask both of 
them if1 may, just to complete 
the story. 
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.standard in newq::l 
South Africa “IT IS good to be raking part 

in a moment of history. The 
eyes of the world are on the 

ew South Africa,” said WO1 
,ob Morris of 216 (Para) 
gnal Squadron. 

3 He is one of ’31 British sol- 
ers, sailors and airmen help- 
g to rebuild the country’s 
efence Force. 
s s t  year the South African 
Ivernment asked Britain ro 

:Ip integrate more than 

1 

trained in Russia, India, East 
Germany or Cuba. One indi- 
vidual had undergone Spetz- 
naz training in Russia and was 
a knowledgeable, high-calibre 
soldier,” said WO2 Dick 
Carton, ofThe Parachute Reg- 
iment. He is overseeing the 
training of infantry soldiers. 

“We had a furmer brigadier 
with only limited formal train- 
ing. He had been active for 
more than 30 years. He was 
experienced, practical and 
intelligent, so we suggested he 
would probably be more suit- 
able as a Warrant Officer 
Class 1 

“When it was explained to 
him the difference in the job be 
would be doing in the new 
Army, he seemed happy to 
accept the post,” he said. 

Once confirmed in a rank 
and corps, a soldier is sent for 
basic military conversion rrain- 
kg, followed by special-to-arm 
-aining. 

“Our aim is to turn the 
guerillas into an army, not the 
army into guerillas,” explained 
Lt Col Simon Falkner LG, an 
adviser at the SANDF Staff 
CDllege. 

For the training team, com- 
manded by Brig Christopher 
Elliut, the task means long, 
hot, dusty days at remote loca- 
tions. Those on six-month 
tours working near Pretoria 
live in barracks on the edge of 

Most members of the 
BMATT are drawn from the 
Army. 

“I sit on a board with an ex- 
ANC military wing lieutenant 
colancl and another from the 
old South African Defence 
Force,” said Maj Lama 
McGregor, AGC (SPS). 

“We are responsible for plac- 
ing ex-guerillas into the right 
corps at the right rank. If there 
is a requirement to adjudicate 
or discuss certain issues, then 
it is my role to do so. It is a bit 
like Britain’s Arbitration, Con- 
ciliation and Advisory Service 
(ACAS) in civil work place dis- 
putes.” 

Farmer guerillas are called 
forward in groups to two 
assembly areas where they sign 
on, register for pay, and com- 
plete a scries of tests before 
being interviewed to drter- 
mine their future. 

“You meet people from all 
walks of life. Some have 

I -.,l.n-WOl 
Above figM - WO2 Dlck 
canon h 

),000 former guerillas into a 
-new South African army. 

Fighters ~ men and women - 
m the military wing of the 
%an National Congress, Afi 

the Pan-African Libeiativn 
Army local township defence 
units and forces from four 
homeland states have to be 
trained to work together under 
the banner of the new South 
African National Defence 

- 
the city. 

In contrast. Mai Bob Bruce 
RS is based several thousand 
miles away in the middle of the 
Kalahari desert. 

Most members of the team 
have met President Mandela, 
Prime Minister John Major 
and the Chief of the Defence 
Staff, Fd Marshal Sir Peter 
Iner. a level of interest which 

British Military Advisory 
Training Team (BMATT) 
to the new democracy of 

urh Africa last summer to 
the task of validating 
g standards, monitoring 
sion training and adju- 

h 

.. 
Lt Col Sirnon Faulkmr 

expressed a k b  YILSLSSL U and joint training. The 
developing stronger links BMAIIT is expected to be in 
between British and South operation until the middle of 
African Forces for exchanges nextyear. 

looking good for south 
Africa,” said WO2 Catton. 

The SANDF Chief of Per- 
sonnel, Admiral LoedoH, has 

_ _  
brought home to them  the^:::;. 1 “A lot of people art ..dng 
prestige and importance which, ;.,’! ” the integration. There is an 
both governments a r r w h  *O .’ . ’ awful lot of goodwill in these 
their rule. difIicult times and things are 

m World War II Commemorative Series - U.K 
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legendary ictoria Falls 
during a weer of R and R He 
has been helping ZNA soldiers 
brush up their reconnaissance 
skills. 

WO2 (QMSI) Les Brown is 
on secondment fmm the Bat- 
tlefield Engineering Wmg at 
Camberley. As his next posting 
is to the Mine Warfare School 
he has been keen to learn as 
much as possible while in 
Africa. 

“I hope to visit Mozambique 
to see mine clearance opera- 
tions there. They have more 
arpuience in field clearance of 
live mines and I hope to make a 
photographic record and learn 
theu methods? 

WO2 Pickard has already 
been to Lake Kariba in the 
north-west of the the country. 
“It is an absolutely fabulous 
area, with hippos and c~oco- 
diles.” 

The training team will 
remain in Zimbabwe until the 
end of May A full-time British 
Military uaining rean cotldn- 
U- to operate, pmdt anth only 

ROYAL Engimus have been 
sent to Zimbabwe to train the 

anny in combat engineer skills. 
Maj James Yearsley, fmm 

Waterbeach-based 39 Engi- 
neer Regiment, is leading a 
team of instructors who are 
teaching 31 Znnhahwean 
National Army NCOs at a . ZNA combat engineer school 
in Hame. The Director ofthe 
School, Maj Herbat Mutude, 
trained with the Royal Engi- 
neers at Chatham. 

The British Army was invit- 
ed to Zimbabwe ailer indepen- 
dence in 1980, and there has 
been a m n g  British Army 
training team based in the 

“We will be teaching them 
about health and safety, 
bridge-Wing, mine warfare, 
demolitions and waterman- 
ship. They are all very enthusi- 
astic and hard working,” said 
WO2 Merv Pickard. Sgt Kev 
Holden, also of 39 Engineer 
Regiment, is looking forward I towimtingbkeKaribaandthe 

SOUrhUn AfriCaU C O U n a y ’ S  

i 

country exer since. 
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jlnaws 1nInlnO tu 
SI) Lea Brown, WOz m n  

ninc .,-.2ers in various staff 
appointments. 

Other short term deploy- 
ments and exercises will take 
place in Zimbabwe thmugh- 

including visits b 
nine disoosal exm 
Engine& R&I 

)D) and Pathf indenh 
3ome Brigade. 
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WHEN THE TRUTH WASN’T STRANGER THAN FICTION 

..j, I 

for the precision of their drill 
and dress on London’s most 
glorious ceremonial occasions, 
had to ensure their soldiers 
reported regularly to the bar- 
bershop for the miuiery 
equivalent of a “short back and 
sides”. 

The story of the Guards’ 
secret haircuts caused a sensa- 

ET that bearskin CUI!” after the demise of the original 
red the sergeant major. And 

Zoologists had discovered 
that the secret of the “living 
pelts” lay in the depth of the 

owner. 

to the regimental barbers Colleague Sgt Ivor Tenner, 32, 
Household Division. described Concorde’s sea and 

trouble, it appeared, epidermis, so thick that even ground-hugging fhght from 
at the Guards’ famous after its removal from the Scotland via Icelund to the 
ress, manufactured unfortunate bear, it retained 
the pelts of Russian sufficient essential hormones th i i  to do with radar avoid- 

An officer summed up the uch was the hardy nature of 
rs roaming the winter mates. exploit as “really quite unbe- 
tes of the Steppes that their 
continued to grow long Guards, admired world Guards Division were unbelievable enough to pre- 

soon red hot. vent a few embarrassed 
Army Public defence experts from attempt- 
Information ing to verify 

~~ BRce.” 
hair growth in temperate cli- don when it was published in 

Hence Her Majesty’s 

centres all over the 
country were inundated with 

calls. The magazine’s phones 
were permanently engaged. 

Until, that is, readers began 
to link the publication date 
with the name of an ofiicer 
quoted at length in the story: 
one Maj I A Prylle. 

For years Soldier has prided 
itself on the quality of its April 
Fool revelations, and for years 
it has fooled some of the people 
for some of the time. 

In 1985, the magazine 
sparked world-wide military 
and media interest when it 
printed photographs of the 
Red Devils jumping from Con- 
corde. 

The story read: “On a top 
secret early dawn operation 
over sleeping Salisbury Plain’s 
Everleigh Dropping Zone 
(DZ) up to a dozen of the 
nation’s premier military free- 
fallers jumped in almost gin- 
clear conditions at 29,OOOft - 
from Concorde.” 

Operation Fall Guys, as it 
had been code-named, had 
been ordered by the MOD to 
test “tactical applications of 
ultra-rapid, high-level inser- 
tion techniques”. 

Pte Dai Cast, 23, told the 
magazine’s reporter how excit- 
ing the experience had been. 

C o n c o r d e ’ s  
secret military 
role. 

In 1983 Sol- 
dier reported Mr 
Justin Geste’s 
boot-shine indi- 
cator apparatus. 
Known as the 

_e--.- 

..- 

‘A 
A u t o m a’t i c 
Polish Reflec- 
tion . Indicator 
(APRI), it was . 
featured being 
trialled by help- 
ful drill instruc 
tors at the 
Guards Depot, 
Pirbright. 

According to 
one senior 
NCO, a soldier’s 
boots would 
have to register a 
gleam factor of 
between 65 and 
75 on parade ~ 

or find himself 
on a charge. 

One April 1 
joke from the 
m a g a z i n e ’ s  
archives, per- 
haps reflecting 

Loft- A LOAD OF BULL Shon shim, Indimtor 

tional Army Per- ing the regiment’s new dtle - when the 1st Battalion, The 
sonnel Register the 0.75 Lancers. Meanwhile, Prince of Wales’s Own Regi- 
nnPR), told our ment of YorWre “adopted” 

orter that the WO ferrets as regimental mas- 
nges would Guards were being adjusted cots - honouring a ferret that 
vide greater two decimal places and d e s -  had kept a starving battalion 
idardisation in of the East York in rabbit 

omenclature. Dragoons. meat during the Second World 

the 13W18th Royal Husws 
and the 4W7th Royal Dragoon 

ignated 0.72 Hussars and 0.57 - 
an earlier round of reeimentil headline CAVALRY GET - ~ ~ ~ - - - - - - -  ~ ~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ ~~ ~. 
amalgamations, “decimalised” THE POINT, Lt Col A Legge- Not long ago, Soldier War. 
the British Army’s famous cav- 
alry regiments. Under the .- serving on NATO’s Interna- 9thil2th Royal e world of field sports that would.& te 

Poole, a retired cavalry officer aLLIIyyIcu And what of 1995? N 

_. ‘ .  

I 
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VERY RAPID EXIT: Revelation that embarrassed the experts 



1: 
aurie Manton 
’ictures: I 

qurte medical 
facwicr. My 
men h m  plso 
ban h l v @ d  
inrrfurbiphlne 
scbools so 
dlildml Qn 

Xet back M 
their d r s s c s . ~  
The banal- 

ica twk its 
p i p e a d  
DRlmr to 
Bosnia and 
the young 
musicians 
have been 

I 
in demand for locd con- 
kquentb psrformias en the 
Orme bill p8 a Mwri cumff.l 
Foup. 

-*p@d 1 RHP has 
a company attached frum &e 
1st Bprulion, Royal New 
ZcnlaadInfamrYReoimentand 
Queen Alexandm’a Rincs. 

hdua - thc .g%ressve, t q e -  
The E m s  we adept at tbe 

poking ritual made fimowr, the 
world over by All Blpctr rugbg 
temm and tradinonally per- 
farnredbyMporiwrrriorsU, 
~mthdrenaoies. 
RHP families back a1 Fafli-  

bostel receive a weekly briefing 
tokeepthemup todatewththe 
aEtmhie8 of the battahm 

1’ :’ 
- 

I‘ 
‘“I think the younger soldiers 

were VUY surprised at how 
penoeful it is here, but white the 
B0Sni.n Croat snd Muslims a e  

clthem M afraid of walkin8 
eening on tog&, ordinary 

into the wmng area or tdbiag U, 
the wrong people,” said Col 
Edowrdes. 

But the laffsenw of the High- 

lead Fudlm dwr mueh ‘to lift 
theteesiotl,kblievus. 

Cpl Scott &U’s Mibn pla- 
toon cnn vouch thm &E aitua- 
tion is sill volatik and danger 
cpll 1~ pmund the next 

He and his men were man- 
PQ B m  Mike Sk,  a moun- 
olin-mp OP near Tkavdk, when 

corner. 

gunmen opensd fire on them. 
Several rounds hit the position 
and Cpl Bell, on guard in his 
armoured vehide ~rrct,  
respoadad with three kmrm of 
heavy He led machine-gun an pdvaoce 6re. against tbo 

were probably he said. 
anackers who escaped ‘‘nq 

BRlTBAT 1 is a mixed and 

w a n t e d  tbrce. Ia~Iuding 
amshed sappers. sigutlkts, 
loggka and o m U  support per- 
soaeel, Col Edwardea com- 
mands more than 1,100 
soldiers and administers anoth- 
er 200. His own batuliqn was 
reinfmed by 100 Highhidem 
CO bring 1 RHF up to full 
S m n g r h .  



Seenit. . doneit. . . cooked it 
Six Army chefs in Vltu who 
have eaen it ail Mora. Pie 
tured from left to right are 
WO2 (SOW) Jim Burns, Sgt 
Alan Keenan, LCpi Erlan 
Woods, Sgt Simon Lawton 
and LCpis Deve Earnon and 
Erien Morrison of the Royal 
Logistic Corps. 

They have good cause tor 
feeling8 Of dyr w. This is 
their Moond six-month tour in 
the rsgion: ail six were on 
Grapple 1. WO2 Burns 
explained: “1 was mched to 
the eappra last time, and the 
others served wlth tho 
Chaahins. Main diflemnc8 
now is the use of proper 
kitchen units. When WO w m  
here before, WO cooked on 
field kitchens in tents.“ 

1 . .  
i. zr ’ 

“rXI---.*. ,..,., .-*_. 

could resume their educauon. 
Although based in Gornji 

Vakuf, B Squadron has to 
travel to work. It is responsible 
for 2,700 square kilometres of 
countryside stretching from 
the massive Tito’s Fist monu- 
ment on the ridge south of 
Gornjj Vakuf along Route Tri- 
angle to Tomislavgrad. 

Patrols provide security on 
another main supply mute - 
Route Square - and man a 
checkpoint at Tomislavgrad m 
control access to Triangle. 

According to 5 Troop 
Leader, Lt Luke Chauveau, 
patrols slept beside their Sdm- 
itar light ranks and Spartan 
CVROs  during the summer 
months. “In winter we 
overnight with the Royal Engi- 
neers at Tomislavgrad or at 
Fort Invicta above Lake 
haor .”  

So m w  is the route lead- 
ing to the lake that serioi i 
traffic accidents OE i 

“The popn- 
lation now see us 
as fellow human 
beings rather 
than anonymous 
soldiers in flak 
jackets and hel- 
mets sitting on 
top of m o w e d  
vehicles. It is a 
t r e m e n d o u s  
achievement,” 
said Maj Van 
Der W e .  

Asoartofa 
UI *, medium‘ recon- 

naissance regi- 
ment, the 

. -  
und a few months ago vehicles 
were being held up at gunpoint 
or stoned and it was tcu dan- 
gemus to walk down the main 
street without flak jacket and 
helmet. 

“It’s very Merent now,” 
said squadron leader Mai 
Mnrk Van Der Lande. “A new 
authority is in charge, the 
locals are friendly and they 
now feel an affinity for 
W R O F O R  and are mateful 

!,‘I, ~ 

, ‘ I  j 

f l , , i  

., ~ 

8 . r : )  

asthe eyes and ears of a &t- 
ing formation. In a switch of 
role, its soldiers have travelled 
to all parts of their area of 
responsibility to get to know 
the people and find out what is 
happening, thus ensuring I 
considerable delivery of aid t c  
both Croat and Muslim settte 
ments. 

In a concentrated effort tn 
the squadron’s five 
m o s  to comolete a n 

e 



I F- OR FAMILIES 

Ready to - 
I LIVE in a small village to a computer, and it took 
in Norfolk. It's an inter- the firsl edition feel a pler" times). there were charge rises 'were a time br him to pro- 
esting place, not least milestone. has been other preoccupations. resuk of new arrange- gramme his answers. 
because of the number reached. One wife in Ger- ments for administering "What my husband is 
of American ex-Service My grandfathe- many deplored MQs. trying tosay.. ."she said, 
people who live there. the lack of good and the room fell silent. 

There are a number withus-gave mi domestic help. Federation of Army Hardened hacks bit their 
of British ex-Service folk some of the first I was about to Wives in response to lips and photographers 
about. tw .  editions and, leaf- laugh until I suggestions that the asked permission to take 

Through my lenerbox ing through them, remembered my new Defence Housing their pictures. 
dropped a parish coun- I.m struck by the grandmother's Executive should clean It's the wives, you see. 
cil flyer for a public range of em* account of hard- MQs for handover and Women share the burden 
meeting to ask villagers lions. I smile at the ship on joining my charge for the service. of service. And it is 
what they want to do constants of Ser- grandfather in that Then there was the * women who frequently 
about VE and VJ Days. pay in the end -the war 

Is commemoration my head over the evi- Ba& to the present. who served in the Gulf. widow who remarries 
enough? Is there cause dent hardships. Army wives in Germany Her husband sat in a and loses her pension, 
for celebration of 50 Pay. allowances and are disturbed to find wheelchair in the Com- . the woman who forsakes 
years of peace? Good her own career and pen- 
questions. A 50th birth- worries for the serving had fallen below a cut- journali$s'questions. sion to follow her hus- 
day is a marker and a soldier and his family. oft point, their National Motor Neurone Dis- band, and then finds 
dividing line. Soldier Leaving the Service and Insurance payments ease had robbed him of herself alone and broke 
has just celebrated its life outside were con- were not being made, his voice. He had a when he leaves her. 
m h ,  and I dare say And the young woman 

those who remember wife (these were 'sim- thought the .quartering n 
- sadly no longe Wives wrote to the 

vice life and shake war-tom country. dignified wife of a-man 

housing cropped up as that, because their pay mons trying to answer 

cerns in 1945. AS for the while wives in the UK voice synthesiser linked 

alone in a foreign home fact, she frightened the MPs to advance the 
while her husband goes life out of everyone with cause of ex-Servicemen 
on another exercise. The her real knowledge of the and women, and their 
same young woman who situation. spouses. 
the authorities say left her "I wish you wouldn't * a *  
job of her own volition, keep saying 'alleged and By the by, the Federa- 
ending her entitlement to 'claim','' she said. "These tion of Army Wives made 
benefits towards which people are ill." the point. some time ago, 
she has contributed. It was a lively interview. that they might be forced 

I shall go the parish Subsequently I went to a to think of themselves as 
meeting, and I'm willing to meeting in the Commons the Federation of Army 
bet most people there will anended by MPs from all Spouses. Asthis seems a 
be women otfering to help parties. Mrs Currie didn't very silly title, can anyone 
with the commemoration. let them off the hook. think of a suitable alterna- 

I got the feeling that ~ e ?  Drop me a line. 
shewwld be atrue ally of * * *  
the ex-Service communi- Cari Rober@ pre 
ty. She says her interest senh Counferpornr on 
in the aftermath of the BFESradlo. Wrlteto her 
Gulf War was awakened for personal advlce and 
by a group of con- the addmsses of many 
stituents. I believe her. 
Perhaps this year we 
should all be using our 

pet's 1 volunteer? 
NATIONAL charity CSV - 
it stands for Community 
Service Volunteers - is 
looking for thousands of 
young people to become 
volunteers. 

No one who applies will 
be rejected as long as 
they are aged between 16 
and 35, and can spend 
between four months and 
a year away from home to 
workwith homeless young 
people and those with 
special needs. 

Volunteers, who receive 
accommodation. food. 
expenses, and pocket 
money, should contact the 
CSV on 0171 278 6601. 

I not 81 
I forget I 
the 
role of 
wives 

I hope someone suggests 
an event which will put 
them, tw. in the spotlight. 

* a *  
A word about Mrs 

Edwina Currie, who came 
on Counterpoint to talk 
about Gulf War veterans. 
I admit I was sceptical 
about her involvement. In 

helpful agencles at 
BFBS, BFPO 786, or do 

f 
0 
- Far 'y Newmoves 

East mark 
IN THE 50th anniversary 
year of the end of the 
Second World War, the 
Royal British Legion Pil- 
grimage Department has 
arranged group trips to 
several Far Eastern coun- 
tries in additmn to Europe 
and North Africa. 

The 1995 tours, to 14 
countries, include sites of 
other conflicts, such as 
Gallipoli and Korea as weii 
as the trenches of the First 
World War. 

Scenes of disasters and 
triumphs in the Far East - 
Army - are remembered 
with pilgrimages to Hong 
Kong, Singapore. Thailand 

and the "Forgotten" 14th 

and Burma, and to the 
graves of slave labourers 
who died in the sa& mines 
near Tokyo. 

It was in this theatre that 
the Allies' largest single 
Army of nearly one million 
IoLght along the longest 
oattle ine, from the Bay of 
Bengal to China, through 
some 01 the most d Hicult 
terrain in the world. 

The Burma campaign 
produced tot  battle non- 
ours and 29 Victora 
Crosses. the most in any 
theatre of war. Of the 
300.000 prisoners taken 
by the Japanese, more 
than a third died. 

Under the War Wiwws' 

Grant-In-Aid scheme. now 
i n k  ltthyear,muchofthe 
cost of the pilgrimages is 
met by the Bntish Govern. 
ment. 

The scheme enables 
war mdows who have not 
previously wsitea their 
husoands graves to do so 
largely at public expense. 
Widows are m ~ e d  to pay 
only one elghlh of the cost. 
ana are encouraged to 
apply even thougn they 
cannot raise ths part 01 the 
cost. 

remarned are also eligible 
10 apply. 

Over the past nine years 
more than 2,500 widows 

Widows who have 

have taken advantage of 
the scheme, and since 
1985 more than 8,000 "pil- 
grims" have travelled to 
war cemeteries and mem- 
orials amund the wor!d. 

The sponsored scheme 
for war widows who lost 
their husbands overseas 
between 191 7 and 1967 is 
due to end on April 1 next 
year, although the Royal 
British Legion's own pil- 
grimage service will con- 
tinue beyond then. 

War widows who have 
travelled before under the. 
Grant-in-Aid scheme mqf 
apply to make lurther pil- 
grimages, though at full 
cost. Veterans, students 
and military historians may 
also join the tours. 

Dates of the Far East 
trips are: 

Hong Kong. Aug 24- 
Sept 6; 

18-27; 

Slngapore, Sept 6-1 5; 
Korea and Japan. Sept 

Burma. Nov 7-19. 
Precise information on 

often than not in the hus- 
bands name. are now 
seen to be one of the most 
valuable assets of a mar- 
riage, and Fairshares has 
been campaigning for 
them to be placed in the 
separation equation. 

Campaigners have 
pointed out to the Govem- 
ment that maintenance 
ceases on the exhus- 
bands death and is vui- 
nerable to whim. Ex-wives 
also forfeit the right to a 
widow's pension. 

Divorced women in the 
military community - 
especially the wives of 
higher-earning officers - 
have found themselves in 
desperate straits. 

After years of following 
the Colours in suppwt of 
their husbands, often to 
the detriment of a career, 
separation has left them 
financially vulnerable at a 
time when their former 
partners can look forward 
to income from generous 
pensions. 

The Pensions Bill 
reached its report stage in 
the Lords on March 14 
and is expected to reach 
the Commons in mid-April 
in time to be processed for 
Royal Assent in July. 

To contact Fairshares, 
send stamped, addressed 
envelope to 14 Park Road, 
Rugby, Warks CV2t ZQH. 
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REPORTS that divorced 
women could be guaran- 
teed up to half the income 
from their estranged hus- 
bands private pensions 

-.t -- 
"r.*. ~ , ,  

have been welcimed by 
the campaigning group 
Fairshares. 

The news comes in the 
light of an overhaul of the 
law governing division of 
propeily between sepa- 
rating mupies 

The Government has 
already accepted that the 
law in England should be 
brought in line with Scot- 
land, where courts take 
pensions into account 
when apportioning assets 
on divorce. 

Fresh proposals go fur- 
ther, and would give 
courts a new "deferred 
maintenance" power forc- 
ing husbands to give their 
ex-wives a portion of the 
income from their private 
pensions on reaching 
retirement age. 

Private Densions. more 

-?drsery was thrilled to 
5 recelve the award. '*it Training centre taken over D Naafi's Army director, 

Col John Houchin, pre- 
sented f5.000 to the 
Royal Star and Garter 
Home, Surrey for furni- 
ture. The money came 
from the sale of special 
D-Day 50th anniversary 
packs of Naafi tea. 

matron of Queen Mary's 
Nursery at Aldenhot, 
recelves the Preschool 
Lcarnlng Alllance acc- 
reditanon from Col 
Slmon HIM, the Garrlson 
Commander. 

The Mlddle Hlll nurs- 
ery, founded In 1898 by 
Queen Mary for British 
Army chlldnn, was 
among the f ln t  in the 

hes been hard work 

set by the Pre-school 
Learning Alllance, but 
so worthwhile. We had 

hard work reachlng the etandards 

pays off 
CATTERICK Gamson's 
Training and Employment 
Service was formally 
handed over to Dadington 
College last month. 

Previwsly run by the 
Families, Housing and 
Welfare Service. the 
Horne Roaa centre oflers 
nationally recopnised 
qualifications in compuhng 
and information technolo- 
gy. management and 
supervisory skills. coun- 
selling, heanh studies. 
catering and many other 
subjects 

Open to everyone in the 
area, it is a'med at sobiers 
and their lamdies 

Centre manager Jeann e 
Spence saod the courses 
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country to recalve the fun In the process." 
kltemark, the first vol- Open flve days a 
untary accredltatlon week, the nursery has 
scheme for under-fhw' 86 chlldren on the regls- 
daycare provlders. Mrs ter. Up to flfty anend 
Hutchison sald the each maion .  

each trip, including ceme- 
teries and locations to be 
visited, memorial services Overseas 
planned, hotel details. visa 
and inoculation advice. a 

0 ~ ~ l i f ~  Building sod. 
ety has installed its first 

puter system at Rhein. Erskine looks to the next century I n d  
W ~ I  stave i townion ii the &erl& cent& summary of mstings and a 

booking form are con- OYou may get a cash 
tained in the 1995 benefit if you become 
brochure available from disabled or unable to 
the Pilgrimage Depart- work because of indus- 
ment, The Royal British trial accident or disease. 
Legion Village. Aylesford, The DSS booklet Indus- 
Kent, ME20 7NX (tel trial Injuries Disable- 
01622 716729 or 716182 ment Benefit(N1 6) will 
or 717172). tell you more. 

ERSKINE Hosptal tor dlsabled ex- 
Servicemen and women at Bshop- 
ton, near Glasgow, is preparing plans 
to Dnng it into the 2151 century. said 
Lt Gen Sir John MacMillan on n s  

biggest hospital for disabled mern. 
Ders of the ex-Service commun ty. 

Gen MacMillan's lather, Gen Sir 
Gordon MacMillan, Chief of tne Clan 
MacMillan, was chairman of the 
Erskine tor 25 years until 1980 

The former GOC Scotlana has Although the value 01 donations 
and legacies was slightly down on 
the previous year the contribution 

electon as chairman. 

-A-d 'lice-Admiral Sir Thomas 
alrman of the country's 

from these sources of €4 million 
enabled the hospital to finish the year 
with a modest surplus. 

The Erskine was founded in 1916 
to cope with the flood of casualties 
from the First World War. It has been 
funded since then bypublicsubscrip- 
tion and the generosity of benefac- 
tors in Scotland. 

were very good value and 
that there was a 20 per 
cent discuunt on course 
fees for Service depen- 
dants. C o u ~ s  are free to 
anyone under 20, those 
receiving unemployment 
benefit, income support, 

family credit and disability 
and other allowances. 

Garrison Commander 
Brig Peter Lyddon wel- 
comed the new arrange- 
ment and said it was 
important no available 
tuition time was wasted. 
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I ElTERS WrW lo : Ths Editor, SOLDIER, hdnnn Rwd, A l $ ~ s h n ,  h n m  Gull  2DU 

Occupational health care and the Armed Forces 
I READ with interest your arti- 
cle on Gulf War syndrome 
(January 23) which highlighted 
aspects of the MODS efforts to 
provide a caring environment 
for employees. 

Occupational health nurses 
are employed in a variety of 
settings and are responsible for 
promoting and maintaining 

WITH reference to the 
ongoing controversy about 
medals in your magazine, I 
thought your readers might 
be interested in a brief repon 
in The Wt Australian news 
paper of February 28. 

I quote: Ex-Servicemen 
have wp*omed a Fedeml G m  
ernment announcement zhai 
thc 1939-45 Star merkJ muki 
be granted w military person- 
nel irmolved m the ofren-forgot- 
thn defme of Damn. Those 
who served in the Top End 
during the Japanese raidr fmm 
Fe6ncary 1942 w November 
1943 mill be elig3l8. 

I wonder what ex-mem- 
bers of AA Command will 
think of this? - J Hogg, 
Kendale, Weatem Aus- 
halia. 

positive health in the work- 
place, and for providing expert 
advice to meet the require- 
ments of the client group. 

Counselling, health and 
safety, environmental surveys, 
risk assessment and ergonom- 
ics are all well within the capa- 
bilities of this hiehlv skilled and 

trained to degree level. If the 
Armed Forces really took on 
board this concept, maybe they 
wouldn’t leave themselves 
wide open to the ever-increas- 
ing issue of health and safety 
litigation - such as noise- 
induced deafness - that rears 
its head from time to h e .  

tenant colonel RAMC was 
overheard to say ‘we don’t 
want to employ any of those 
factory nurses”, which high- 
lights the need to enlighten and 
inform Service personnel of 
the valuable role played by 
occupational health staff. - C 
whittaLer.0ARANcm.s , . -  ~, _I 

professional &up who are Recently a Regular lieu- Glamorgan. 

I disobeyed 

WE OFTEN talk about 
“friendly fire”, but I was 
involved, you might say, the 
other way around. 

I was a sergeant serving with 
The Parachute Regiment 
during 1956. Before we went 
to Suez I was involved in 
searching for terrorists in the 
Tmodos Mountains in 
Cyprus. I had to go to a map 
reference and get myself into 
an ambush position overlook- 
ing a spot where three roads 
merged into one. 

I had about 20 men and 
every one knew exactly what 

I FREElMEALSFORKIDS 
ON P&O CLIPPER LlNE! 

See enclosed leatlet for further details and ring 
Ihe Services Travel Centre 

U 

b L 

my orders were. I had orders to 
tire at anything moving after 
dark, and those were the orders 
for everyone in the brigade. 

To prevent anyone being 
killed by friendly fire all troops 
had to go to ground at dusk 
and stay there until daylight if 
they had not reached their 
ambush positions. 

About one hour after dark- 
ness fell, we heard movement 
coming towards our position. 

I recognised the noise was 
being made by British Army 
boots and told the lads in the 
ambush to await my orders. 

As the intruders got into a 
position where we could have 
killed every one, I challenged 
them. It was a patrol which 
belonged to a Guards regiment 
and, if I remember rightly, 
there were two captains, three 
sergeants and about 30 men. 

I told the patrol commander 

need not feel embarrassed at 
being called a veteran. I was in 
North West Europe, fmm the . 
beaches to theBaMc. and I 
would feel bad if I muM not call 
myself a veteran. 
0 As to women being cornpen’ 
sated for having to leave the ’.:. 
Services because of$regnan- 
cy, the MoD should dump their 
daims In a wastepaper basket. 
- E  N (Syd) Wdkw (ex- 
gunnerk Manchester. 

he,was IUcky he and his men 
had not been killed as he had 
not gone to g m h d  after dark. 

I would like to hear from any 
soldiers who were involved in 
that incident. 

As a footnote, I recall their 
gratitude because I had dis- 
obeyed orders and not given 
the command to open fire. - L 
Lambert, 44 Haig Street, 
Selby, N Yorks YO8 OBY. 

Soldiers and smoking 
AS A serving medical officer I 
am carrying out research into 
the intluence of the Army on 
cigarette smoking. I am pri- 
marily interested in the histori- 
cal perspective of how smoking 
became so established in the 
military community. 

I wonder if any of your read- 
ers might be able to let me 
know their personal experi- 

ences of smoking in the Army, 
particularly in relation to the 
two world wars, how they start- 
ed and so on. 

Additionally, if anyone has 
any information on this sub- 
ject 1 would be immensely 
grateful to see it. I can be con- 
tacted at the Officers’ Mess, 
The Castle, Hdinburgh EH1 
I n .  - Dr R K Bhabuttp. 

I “I‘m afraid them’s beon a mlx-up, Sir . . .our speaker ha¶ gcim to the 
3 P m s  corporals’ mesa smoker, and we’ve got Mlsn Marlgoldl”’ 

COm~ineaSe~ceoEnn~~nmems-aeePspes 16-17 

YOUR item “Tanks a lot” (Feb 
20) brought back many memo- 
ries for me. 

From September 1952 to 
April 1954 I served as a postie 
in Tripoli, Libya. Being a small 
unit, we were billeted with 
some of 44 Tank Transporter 
Company RASC. When the 
LCT Snowdon Smith docked, I 
was sent to ensure any surface 
mail on board was collected. 

I found the ship moored 
bows on to the quay with its 
doors open. The only way on 
was through the doors and past 
the largest tank and special 
trailer I had ever seen. It was, I 
learned later, a Caernarvon. 

Meanwhile, the corporal ilc 
Det 44 Tpt Coy, without fur- 
ther information, had been 
told to report to the ship for a 
special derail at 1315 hours. 

Imagine the furore when 
bigh-ranking specialists flown 
in from goodness-knows- 
where to supervise the unload- 
ing returned from an extended 
lunch to find the tank and trail- 

Double Diamond 
shifted huge tank 

er on the quay and hitched up 
to a Diamond T tractor. 

The load was destined for 
Zavia, about 50km up the 
coast (where, I think, 14/20 
Hussars were based) for trials. 
On the way there the unusually 
heavy load burned out the 
clutch of the tractor, and sub- 

sequent moves were made by 
two Diamond Ts in tandem. 

After leavingin 1954, Inever 
heard any mention of the fate 
of the Caernarvon, or indeed 
of the Geordie corporal 
involved. - J F Coombea (ex- 
216 APU RE, HQ RASC, 
MELF l), Harrogate. 

Behind 
scenes 
of Army - 

video 
AS the writer of The offrnnl 1 Story of the British Anny, I read 

’ Mr Leslie’s very helpful letter 
(“Picking on video faults”, 

‘Front line magazine1 
YOURpage ofletters from Sol- 
dier’s early years (Feb 20) held 
my interest, in pamcular the 
one kom an NCO in Base 
Workshop REME, Korea. 

Were copies of Soldier made 
freely available to troops 
during the Korean War? 

Having served there in RA 
mortar batteries from March 
1951 to 1952, I have no recol- 
lection of seeing a copy. 

Possibly they were all 
grabbed on arrival at the rear 
echelons, with none reaching 
forward positions. Maybe your 

records, or readers, could con- 

ham, Hsnts. 
firm. - Jh Jacobs, Fare- 

0 An issue raised by the old 
letters feature: when did a 
“Sjt” become a “Sgt” and a 
serjeant major become a 
sergeant major? My Oxford 
Illustrated relates “seqeant” to 
the legal profession. It is 
unlikely that a member of the 
Lancers or REME could be 
that. - C J Heyward, Essex. 

Over to our readers. -Editor, 

btters, February 6). 
First of all, I must absolve 

the MOD and all other sources 
who came to my aid - and who 
gave their time so generously - 
of any responsibility for textual 
or “visual” errors. The former 
are entirely mine, the latter fall 
somewhere between myself 
and the dmctor-editor. 

One particular problem we 
had was in the illustration of 
events before the camera was 
invented - about 80 per cent of 
the story! Mr Leslie noted 
French light cavalry at the 
Charge of the Light Brigade; 
for reasons of cost we were 
unable to use footage from the 
feature film and you caught us 
out in a compromise. 

Insofar as the Renault tank 
and the Irish National Army 
are concerned, they were 
errors of identification, for 
which many apologies. These 
apart, we were fortunate in our 
search for original material, 
some of it quite rare, and much 
of it never before brought 
together in a narrative form. 

Having said that, it may 
interest your readers to know 
that no MOD money goes into 
a producdon of this sort and 
the budget is a lot less than for 
a 20-minute training film. 
This in no way excuses 

lapses, but setting the size of 
the enterprise against the 
resources I hope we gave a 
creditable account of a fasci- 
nating story. - Tony Beneted, 
Petm5eld. 

Engendering 
confusion 
I WAS interested to note 
(Newsline, Feb 20) that the 
Army had on October 1 “. . . 
three women brigadiers, 12 
female colonels and 35 females 
of the rank of WO 1 .” What, I 
wonder, in this context, is the 
distinction between a woman 
and a female? - Col (Retd) J P 
SeUen, Scarborough. 
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EVIEWS 

Why the science-fiction arms race must go on. . . and on I 
IN the ,beginning there was 
Jules Veme whose scientific 
predictions held readers spell- 
bound. Then came H G Wells, 
and, later, Arthur C Clarke. 

Now David Shukman, 
author of The Sorcerer% Chd- 
Ienge, reveals that the days of 
soldiering as we know it could 
benumbered. 

He paints a mind-boggling 

picture of fururistic armies, 
from automated sentries, 
unmanned artillery, solar- 
powered gliders armed with 
“smart rockets” providing 
constant defence against mis- 
siles, mini computers allowing 
tiny satellites to spy from space 
and “robot ants” to act as 
scouts or to eat their way 
through electric cables. 

He adds: “The lowliest sol- 
dier will be enabled to see in 
the dark and for the first time 
in the history of warfare, know 
precisely where he is and what 
is going on around him.” 

David Shukman, the BBC 
TV defence correspondent, 
assures us that these ideas, 
bizarre as they may sound, are 
feasible, and ifsufficient funds 

are made available for research 
and development, they are 
likely to become reality. 

He lists other futuristic elec- 
tronic and biological devices 
designed to eliminate an 
enemy, suggesting the West’s 
research is driven by other 
countries developing such 
weapons. It is a question of 
having to do it - or risk falling 

behind. In short the arms 
race, despite the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the 
Cold War, goes on . . . and on 
. . . and on. 

A thought-provoking read. 
-JM 

Tha Sorcerer’s Challenge by 
Dand Shukman. Published by 
Hodder 8 Stoughton, f20. 

THE AFFAIRS ofthe Gulf are 
mysterious to those who have 
not actually lived and worked 
in that pen of the world, where 
the main commercial interests 
are pearls, gold and, more 
recently, oil. 

High-yield commodities in- 
evitably bring with them dis- 
pute and contlict. In this 
climate the Trucial States of 
the Gulf were born out of need 
for co-existence in the middle 
of the last century when the 
sheiks signed a perpetual uuce 
containing a clause that meant 
the British accepted responsi- 
bility for policing the seas of 
the Gulf coast. 

British involvement arose as 
a direct result of the increasing 
importance of India during a 
period of imperial expansion 
and the need to keep seaways 
open and free of pirates. 

Now, as then, peace in the 
area depends on complex and, 
to the West, sometimes inex- 
plicable Arab diplomacy. In his 
new book, The T*m.d Om4n 
SCOUS: The Smy of 4 Bedouin 
Force, Michael Munn gives an 
insight into how negotiations 
are conducted in a region 
where frontiers and laws are 
vague, and presents the history 
of a unique policing force, offi- 
cered largely by the British. 

The T ~ c i a l  Oman h e s ,  
as they were initially called, 
were raised in 1951 as an 
armed gendarmerie to police 
the seven Trucial States. 

There was an evident need 
for improved security for oil 
company parties working 
within the sheikdoms. The 
Levies’ tasks were also to con- 
trol gun-running, and “to stop 
the passage of pilgrims who 
could end up in slavery in other 
parts ofArabia, and the protec- 
don of the Trucial States from 
external aggression. . .(’ 

Quite a heavy brief for a 
force with an initial smngth of 
70 men under a British com- 
mandant. Seconded to raise 
and w i n  the force was Maj 
34 
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, ,  by Soi&to~&nan In November 1965 . . . ,  

Michael Tbrvin, a British offi- men of the squadron told the 
cer who also held a commis- second-in-command that if 
sion in the Jordanian Arab that officer carried on parade, 
Legion. they were going to shoot him., 

Although their officers were The officer was quickly 
British Regulars and the For- removed.” 
eign Office in London footed An article in Soldierin 1957 
the bill, the men took no oath described the state of the area 
of loyalty, “so that the tradi- in the early period of the era 
tional forms of military law covered by the book. “The area 
were on an uncertain founda- has been lide disturbed by 
don”. outside intluences and even 

The Bedouin predilection today there are no metalled 
for treating orders as a matter roads, modern sanitation or 
for discussion rather than water supply, . .” 
immediate obedience caused The first action in which the 
some problems. These were Levies were involved was a 
inevitable in such a mix of cul- policing operation at Buraimi 
tures and the solutions called which attracted a good deal of 
for delicate handling, as at publicity and press coverage. 
Mkfa when a British officer As a result it was decided that 
got drunk and s m e d  to chase the tide of the force should be 
someArabswithakukri.“The changed to T ~ c i a l  Oman 

Scouts. It was thought by the 
Chief of the Imperial General 
Staff that the word ‘levy’ sug- 
gested the men might in some 
way have been forced to join 
the colours. 

The Suez crisis of 1956 
changed the attitude of some 
rulers towards the British Gov- 
ernment. Sheikh Sagr of Ras al 
Khaimah declined a visit from 
a Royal Navy ship and there 
was a demonstration at Dubai, 
led by Egyptian teachers 

Still the Scouts soldiered on 
and, at the agent’s suggestion, 
they increased their patrols to 
the furthermost parts of the 
States, so the population could 
be assured that “law and order 
still prevailed”. 

Col Smiley, Chief of Staff in 
the Sultan of Oman‘s armed 

forces, obtained the services of 
a squadron of the 22nd Special 
Air Service Regiment for three 
months; such was the simmer- 
ing situation in the Gulf during 
the late 1950s. 

In December 1961 the 
Scouts were called on to help 
control an invasion of locusts 
in the Buraimi and Ras al 
Khaimah regions. There were 
other non-military achieve- 
ments, such as the setting up of 
a boys’ school and the opening 
and operating of a radio sta- 
tion. 

In January 1968, Prime 
Minister Harold Wilson 
declared the British would 
withdraw from the Gulf. To 
the Arabs this was the breaking 
of a promise that British pro- 
tection would continue under 
the old treaty. 

The Trucial Oman Scouts 
were transformed, or more 
correctly absorbed, into the 
Union Defence Force, and 30 
seconds before midnight on 
December 22, 1971 the 0%- 

cers of the Trucial Oman 
Scouts assembled to drink the 
health of the Scouts. Seconds 
past midnight they toasted the 
replacement force. 

In the 20 years of the Levies’ 
and Scouts’ existence they 
attracted to their service some 
of the best and most colourful 
officers and NCOs of the 
British Army and this book is a 
fitting tribute to both British 
and Arab personnel. - BJ 

The Truclal Oman Scoutr: The 
Story of a Bedouin Force by 
Michaei Mann. Published by 
Michaei Russell (Publishing) Lim- 
ited, Wilby Hall, Wilby, Nomich 
NR16 UP. hardback, flQ.95. 

Manila 
paid 
price of 
vanity 
WHEN us Gen Douglas 
MacArthur fled Manila from 
the invading Japanese in 1942, 
he made his unforgettable 
promise to the citizens of the 
Philippines: “I shall return“. 

Three years later, in Febru- 
ary 1945, he kept his promise 
and in so doing, reduced the 
old part of the city, the “Pearl 
of the Orient”, to rubble. 

In the 6nal chapter of ”h 
BanL for Monilo, the trio of 
authors suggest the bade was 
not vital to the Americans’ aim 
and that, while it was an 
important objective, other 
places had greater strategic 
value. 

They, and othm they quote, 
suggest it was MacArrhur’s 
personal obsession with 
regaining ManiIa, his seat of 
power in the Far East in 1935 
when he headed the American 
Military Mission during the 
city’s heyday, which drove him 
to fulfil his pledge to return. 

His overwhelming desire to 
go back manifested itself when 
he personally joined his poops 
in their attack on the Manila 
Hotel, clearing floor by floor 
the occupying Japanese so he 
could be among the first to 
enter his former penthouse 
apartment. 

The auctla+r 4 rhir rtiw 
reduced MacArthur to the role 
of a squad leader, diverting his 
attention from wider issues. 

Maybe, but he had set his 
mind on liberating Manila and 
liberate it he did, even if in the 
process he reduced the city to 
smithereens and killed thou- 
sands in the process. 

A notorious seeker of self- 
publicity, MacArthur fell from 
grace when, as commander of 
the UN Forces in Korea in 
1951, he expressed views con- 
trary to US and UN policy and 
was sacked by President Harry 
S Truman, never to return. 

He died in 1964. - JM 

m e  w l e  for Yanlla by Richard 
Connaughton. John Pimlon and 
Duncan Anderson. Bloomsbury, 
f16.99. 
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with Sousa’s all-too- 

rded masterpieces. They 

e white Plume, 

as should attract -collec: 

remainder are the old 
se$, making a fine set 
a whether you collect 

ing the recordtng of 
programme the band 
to Bleuheim Palace to 

a ndeo, marchmg 
d the nark and in front 

Ce. It will appear 
will be reviewed in 

takes us to Europe, Rus 
Scandinavia and, of c 
the Americas. 

Conductor Freder 
nell is the doyen of A 
band leaders, noted or 
dynamism but now he 
ning to show his age. Eve 
he manages to instil life 
not always great music. 

The title opener is 
the opener for a prng 
which begins in Fran 
Louis Ganne’s ma 
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BRIEFINGS 

Gunners lay 
on Larkhill 
spectacular 

Imperial War Museum display along the Thames. 
Until August 31: D-Day to Victw 20: Tribute throughout the nation, 
ry exhibition. including services in Belfast. 

From m m h :  London at War Camberley by Royal Logistic tary Vehicle TWS~, Southsea Cardifland Edinburgh, and culmi- 
nating with a Beating the Retreat exhibition; Home Front Memorial corps. 

Gallery 1011 of honour; w c i a l  film and Sunset .ceremony in these 
cities and London. season. Park. 

From April: Channel Islands 7: Service at st Paul's Cathedral. 26: South Bedfordshire RBLs cel- 
occupation and liberation exhibi- ebration. Dunstable (tel 01582 
tion. and Edinburgh. 24-25: Tynemouth Castle, Tyne 663166). 

MaYG: 19403fashion shows. 
From August: victory in the land, English Heritage public SEPTEMBER 

Far East display. events. 2-3: Berwick on Tweed floodlit VJ Day- AUGUST 
12-19: VJ week in Pwllheli, Wales 

Entry to Governmenf-spon- (tel 01758 614066). VE Day - MAY 
6: Reception and banquet. Guild- English Heritage's main VE Day 19: ~ ~ ~ . ~ i ~  in central soredevents free to veterans 
hall, city of London. event London; Tribute and promise To include public evenh in this 
6: VE Day Freedom parade of parade, central London; firework 

Common (telO1489 572582). 
28: Battle Abbey, E Sussex, Eng- 
lish Heritage public events. 

.JUNE 

6-8: Public event activities, Hyde 

7 or 8: services in Belfast, Cardiff 

7-8: Belsay Hall, Northumber- and Wear VE commemoration. 

8: VE night concert, Hyde Park. 
8: Dover Castle salute to victory, 

27-29: Victory Show rally by Mili- diaary, contact fheEditor 

THERE are two excellent reasons 
to go to the Artillery Open Day at 
Larkhill on May 5-6. 

It is planned as a double cele- 
bration of the Royal School of 
Artillery's 75th anniversary and 
the 50th anniversary of the end of 
the Second World War. 

In fact, the event is part of the 
official national programme of VE 
Day commemorative festivities. 

With the theme 'The Gunners 
Past, Present and Future", the 
occasion promises to be a crack- 
ing good show. 

Admission on the public day, 
May 6, will be f 3  for adults. E2 for 
children under 16 and OAPs. 
Family tickets (two aduiis, three 
children) are f8. 

The military preview is on May 
5, when ID cards will be neces- 
sary for admission. 

Star of the show will be the fire- 
power demonstration, but other 
attractions will include the Army 
Air Corps' Blue Eagles helicopter 
display team and an AAC airship. 

The last Artillery Open Day, in 
June 1990, attracted more than 
20,000 spectators. 

Don't miss this one. 
0 General enquiries on 01980 

675632, tickets and bookings on 
01980 675434. 

Beverley book 
SSAFA Humberside is to present 
a Book of Remembrance to Bev- 
erley Minster in memory of the 
fallen of the Second World War. 

For information about inclusion 
of loved ones who served in or had 
contact with the East Yorkshire 
area, ring Sue Whittaker on 01 482 
494075. She would also like to 
hear from anyone who willing to 
make a contribution to SSAFRs 
Lest We Forget flower festival in 
the Minster from August 11.1 5. 

Plant a Signallers surrender key position 
forest for 
war dead Horns again: Noddy the errant elephant wlth his new keeper, WO2 (SSM) Nell Penzer 

SOLDIER 
to Soldier 

FORMER Adjutant General Gen 
Sir David Ramsbotham has writ- 
ten to all regiments and corps 
asking them to plant a tree in the 
National Memorial Arboretum. 

Announced last year by the 
Prime Minister, the arboretum is 
being created within the National 
Forest in the Midlands. 

Inspired by the late Lord 
Leonard Cheshire VC. the Nation- 
al Memorial Arboretum Appeal, of 
which Gen Ramsbotham is a 
trustee, is seeking to provide a 
permanent living memorial to all 
who have lost their lives in wars 
this century. 

The national forest will Iran 
form 200 square miles of Englir 
countryside by enwuraging tt,. 
planting of millions of new trees in 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire and 
Staffordshire. 

Donations. support or more 
information about the appeal: The 
World Memorial Fund, Europa 
House, 13-17 Ironmonger Row, 
London EClV3QN. 

Naughty 
Noddy 
goes home 
LCPL NODDY the elephant has 
returned to his rightful home with 
Hameln-based 37 Field Squadron 
Royal Engineers after being 
AWOL for nearly 20 years. 

The errant pachyderm, a veter- 
an of Cyprus, Suez and the atomic 
bomb tests on Christmas Island. 
was given to the sappers by Frem- 
lins Brewery in 1955. 

In 1976, despite holding a post- 
ing order, he was held back by the 
squadron's parent regiment - 25 
Engineer Regiment - after 37 
Squadron was switched to 35 

Engineer Regiment. When the 
squadron deployed on a Northern 
Ireland roulement tour tothe Maze 
last year, attached to 25 Engineer 
Regiment. its Senior NCOs dis- 
covered Noddy languishing in the 
regiment's' WOs' and Sgts' Mess. 
His mechanical nodding head was 
now powered by a wiper motor. 

After a mess function at Antrim, 

Noddy's ,.new keeper, WO2 
(SSM) Neil Penzer, told us the 
oflending elephant's &duct 
shf+fWiias not the cleanest he had 
seen. 

"Previous misdemeanours inc- 
lude misuse of public funds, 
making unauthonsed trunk calls to 
India. and trunkeness and malin- 
aerina. Punishments included 14 

I '  
Ravellars wreaked havoc In 
Francisca Barracks, near St 
Tdnls In Germany when 30 
people breached the gates.. . 
in search of a good tlma. 

After making some decided- 
ly half-hearted attempts 10 
repulse the attackers with 
thunderllashes and automatic 
cannon, the defenders from 
280 (UK) Slgnal Squadron 
were quickly seduced by a 
little llght music, schnapps 
and dancing girls. 

m e  occasion was the 
annual Storming of the Gates 
ceremony, wlth the Carnlval 
Prince and Prlncess from 
Tdnlsvorst claiming their right 
to enter every establishment 
within their klngdom. They 
marched in to claim the key 
from Mal Bob Weston, OC 280 
Slg Sqn (see picture above). 

Tha party contlnued In the 
sergeants' mess before the 
squadron was Invited to the 
town's festival. 

F I 
Until the autumn 
SoMierSMh annikoaa,y exhibi. 
tion. National Army Museum. 
Admission free. 
APRIL 
28-30: Aldershot Show, Rush. 
moor Arena (tel 01252 347152 
or 347009). 
MAY 
5 6 :  Artillery Open Day, Larkhill. 
Public day May 6. (enquiries 
01980 675632; ticketsibookings 
01 960 675434). 
21: Cavalry Sunday annual 
parade and service of Com- 

Nestegg-ers' 
island return 

he was found in a minibus bound days; restriction of doughnuts, 
for the Maze. Noddy was charged seven days' extra baggage carry- 
with desertion by the then CO, Lt ing and stoppage of hay." 
Col Andy Mantell. found guilty, Have you got a Noddy story? If 
reduced to the rank of sapper and you have, WO2 Penzer, d o  37 
cross-posted in disgrace to his Field Squadron RE, BFPO 31, 
rightful owners at 37 Fd Sdn. would like to hear it. 

I A NEW START - A NEW LIFE 
WHATEVER YOUR SKILLS - f r o m  * * computers, through to crafts, * * administration, self employment and 
management we have the experience and 
answers to guide you through this * 
transitional period and help you to  - 
SECURE YOUR FUTURE. 

* 

*********a** 
"TRBL TRAINING COMPANY" - offers a wide range of MOD 
SPONSORED RESETTLEMENT COURSES. For further details 
and a free brochure contact either: 
Irem McCall on 01980 844220 (or Tidworth Mil2331) or write clo 
TRBL Training College, Ordnance Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7QF 

OR 
Sue Tinker on 0151-357 2938 or write clo TRBL Training 
Company. Unit 14. Poole Hall Industrial Estate, Ellesmere Port. 

South Wirral L66 IST 

i 

GUERNSEY'S search for surviv- 
ing members of Task Force 135, 
the British military contingent 
which liberated the island on May 
9. 1945, came up with 210 veter- 
ans who took part in Operation 
Nestegg. 

In early May they will travel to 
Guernsey, courtesy of Condor 
Ferries, to take part in festivities to 
mark the 5Mh anniversary of the 
liberation. Each veteran is to 
receive a specially-struck medal- 
lion. Those who cannot get there 
on the day will be presented with 
their medallions at home. 

On the history trail in Armagh 
THE ARMY isdoing its bit toboost 
tourism in south Armagh. 

Organisers planning a visitors' 
centre at Creggan near Crossma- 
glen have asked the Army to pro- 
vide aerial footage of the south 
Armagh countryside and some of 
the historical sites in the area. 

The Mobile News Team which 
provides broadcast material and 

pictures from Northern Ireland to 
television companies and news- 
papers around the world spent two 
days with aerial patrols, filming 
monuments dating back to pre- 
history. 

The MNT film will be used in the 
production of a video to be 
screened for visitors inside the 
planned new centre. 

Research student researching of Wales, Lampeter, Dyfed, Wales bined Cavalry Old 
oeriod of National Service wishes SA46 7ED ftelOl570 422351 ext I yydePark. 

1829: 105th Royal Tourna- 
ment, Earl's Court. 1945-63 as a National Service- 

man or Regular. Of particularly 

io interview anyone in Essex area 
who served in Armed Forces 

interest are those who saw active 

James Blackstock wishes to trace 
his stepbrother, Anthony Ben- 

4031372 oflice hours). 

0 Turn to Page 39 
service n Malaya, Korea and 
Cyprds Contact S J Martn C O  
Department of History. Un versity 
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,Maes-y-Sarn, Pentyrch, Cardin 
CF48QQ(tel01222891274). 

El Adem Radio %Nice 
(TEARS): Third reunion planned 
for June. Presenters. controllers. 

K lawfu r t  194595: Reunion 
April. 18-30 for all Army personnel 
whQ served In the areas Trieste. 
Udine, Venice, Tarvisio. Klagen- 
fun. including following years to 
1950. Details (please enclose 
stamped addressed envelope) 
from G Swain, National Secretary, 
Italy Star Association, 76 Manor 
Road, New Miiton, Hants EH25 

1st Reconnalssanw Reglment: 
Annual reunion dinner. The 
Crown, Stamford, Lincs, April 22, 
lollowed by memorial service at All 
Saints, Stamford on April 23. 
Details from Brig E W Anstey, Ard- 
nagag, Dunkeld. Perihshire PH8 
OEP (tel01350727313). 

APTC Association (York 
Ennch): Annual dinner at lmphal 
Barracks. York, May 19. Details 
from Hon Sec, Capt D Holling, 
Hammersley House, 27 Blenheim 

Mliltary Police, ET Austria: 
,Membrs' reunion, Birmingham. 

Harts and Eeds Yeomanry: 86th. 
135th. 19161 Fa Regts; 79 HAA 
Regl. 148th Fd Rem and 52nd Hy 
Regl post-war Henseeds Ye0 
bnits Annual meeting ana reunion 
at Terntona, Army Centre. Marsh 
Road, Luton, Jbne 3. Enquiries to 
honorary secretary R J Currell. 28 
SI Margaret's Close, Old Flenon 
PelerboroLgh PE2 9EA. 

Motor cycle &patch riders. 
Rebnion on JLne 17-18 10 coin- 
ode with South Devon Railway 
Trust 'Railway at War' weekend 
EWkfastIeigh. Details from W A 
Wright. 31 Hillcroft Crescent 
Oxney. Wanord WD1 4PB (tel 
01 923 229982) 

Prlnca Rupert School, Wll- 
helmshaven 1947-72. The Wil- 
helmshaven Association IS 

planning a reunion in June tor ex- 
pupils and staff. Details and 
newslener from Mrs Hilary 
Seaborn. 37 Daking Avenue, Box. 
ford. Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 5QA 
(le1 01787210177). 

~. ~ ~ ~, 
librarians, technicians and listen- 
ers sought. Contact John Moir 
01705 595489. 

T h e  pictures here are from our Frank Finch 
cartoon archives. Find ten differences in 
detail and you could be E50 richer or win a 
new book. Circle t h e  differences in the  
bottom picture, cut out the whole panel, add 
your name and address and send to H O A Y  
608, Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot 
G u l l  2DU by April 21. Do not include any- 
thing else in your envelope. More than one 
entry can be submitted but photocopies 
cannot be accepted. T h e  first correct enmes 
drawn will be  the  winners. No 
correspondence of any kind can be entered 
into. 

The names of the winner o f  the  
LSO fkz  ~ r i z e  and two runners-UD wil l  be 

Staffordshire Reglment: Annual 
reunion combined with celebration 
of 50th anniversary of VJ Day, 
August 19. Lichfield City and Whit- 
tington Barracks, Lichfield, Details 
from RHQ. The Staffordshire Reg- 
iment. Whinington Barracks. Lich- 

May 20. Details from Bill Taylor 
01252 548693 or 01252 524826. 

1st The Queen's Dragoon 
Guards Regimental AsaocIa- 
t h :  Reunion buffet lunch in the 
Victory Services Club, London on 
May 21. Details from Regimental 
Secretary. Home Headquarters, 
QDG. Maindy Barracis, Cardiff 
CF4 3YE (tel 01222 227611 ex1 
8213). 

Infantry Junior Leaders B m l -  
Ion, Plymouth: First reunion for 
past Junior Leaders (including 
Permanent Staff) who served at 
Plumer Barracks, Crownhili, Ply- 
mouth. To be held on May 26. 
Details from Howard Johnson, 35 

field, Staffs WS14 9PY (enclose 
saeplease) , 

Combined Services AuocIa- 'F 
tion Combined drumheadservice i 

40th Reglment Royal Miilq: 
Lowland Gunners regimental 
reunion, August 26-26 in Edh- 
burgh. All past and present mem- 
bers welcome. Details from WO2 
(BSM) K G Doyle. Tac Ops. 40th 
Regiment RA, Girdwood Roule- 
men1 Banalion. BFPO 806 (le1 
01232 429507). 

RE Darland Boys' Association 
193941: 15th reunion at Xing 
Charles Hotel, Gillingham, Sop- 
tember 8. Details from Jim Win- 
chester, 8 Durham Road, Lutm 
LU2 ORB (tel 01 582 27569). 

119 Slg Sqn (Trlpoll), 235 Sig 
Sqn (Malt#. anyone serving et 
Prinn Barracks (Trlpoll) 1958- 
65: Second. reunion, Gptember 
8-?.&fL'Wghborough. Details from 
ROy Andrews, Moorings, 7 The 
Heath, South Tankenon. Whit 
stable, Kent CT5 3W. 

I Competiiion No 605 (February 20 issue): Congratulations to LCpl D J Dewfall, 95 
Sig Ssn M, TA Centre, Shrewsbury, who wins €50. Eook prizes go to runners-up 
Cpl Huggins, MFO NCO, QM Regtl, Warminster Training Centre, and Cept R K 
Pratt. D T P. 69 San RLC. EFW 34. 'I 

ber 22. Details from RAO, House- 
hold Cavalry Mounted Regiment, 
Hyde Park Barracks, Knights- 
bridge, London SWt 7SE (tel 
0171-414 2549). 

1st Battalion, The Wessex ~egl-  
ment (RMle Volunteers). 
Farewell parade before amalga- 
mahon on September 17 in 
Devizes. Final officers' dinner, 
September 30. Final Wos' and 
Sgs' dinner, September 2. All 
former members of messes and 
regiment welcome. Details from 
Chief Clerk. 1 Wessex. Le 

ARE YOU 
IN 
THE 
PICTURE? 

0 From Page 37 

since Tony was posted fromn 
Telford to Germany. Replies to 27 
Lime Grove. 'Ryton, Tyne and 
Wear NE40 3RH. 

Dirk Aerts of De Mosten 21, 9255 
Buggenhout. Belgium. wishes to 
hear from anyone who has news 
of Hugh Bell (REME or RAOC), 
believed to be from Ireland. who 
was stationed in Buggenhout 
1944-45. 

9 Armoured Workshop REME 
TA 1947-57. late of Cromweil 
Camp, Baskin Lane, Chilwell. Past 
members sought for quarterly 
meetings, annual dinner, visits. 
Details: M J Coates, 25 Denewood 
Avenue. Beeston. Noningham 
NG9 3EU (tal 01602 282847). 

Mr Alf Avison is arranging a visit to 
Fayid, Egypt this year including a 
week in Cairo and visits to the 
camps in the Canal Zone. He 
wishes to contact anyone who 
served in Fayid in 195055, espe- 
cially GHO Fayid. Replies to PO 
Box 99, Spalding, Lincs PE11 
3NS. 

651 Air OP Squadron, Including 

nm, with whom he has lost touch 
Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds 
SG19 1HG (tel 01767 682451). 
Please enclose sae. 

Coiin Giffordseeks ex-Devonand 
Dorsets with whom he served in 
1972-81. especially B and C Coys 
and MTPlatoon. and Mike 
(Nobby) Clarke, Ernie Chappie 
and Kevin and Lyn Rickson 
(Turner). Replies to him at 19 
Tramways. Plainmoor. Torquay. 
Devon TQI 4RZ. 

I .  

d -  YOU CAN PURCHASE COPIES OF PICTURES 
TAKEN BY SOLDIER MAGAZINE PHOTOGRAPHERS 

7"X 5" f4.00 8 x 6 "  f5.50 12" x 8 f9.50 
POSTAGE 60p per order - f2.00 on orders over f30.00. 

~~~ . ~ 

, ,  1 ..' ~ 

,, , ;, . $. krchant Barracks, Devizes. 
Edlnburgh UniversW OTQ '' : ,  wilts SNi0 2ER ftel 01380 Elderly lady living in Flushir 

Netherlands, seeks news of Gnr H 
Eamforth and Gnr H Hlll (both 
serving with 394 w ~ a t t e i y ,  
120th Regt RA) who billeted lhere 
in 194445 and visited her and her 
family frequently. Gnr Bamforth 
came from Huddersfield, Gnr Hill 
from Wolverhampton. Replies to J 
Tuyman. Oude Vlissingseweg 47, 
4336 AB Middelbura. Nederland. 

Reunion-planned for Siptember -'-'I * 723145). 
9. Details from Maureen Clowe, 
Development and Gordon Highlanders London 
vices Office, Unive i Auoclatlon: Reunion dinner in 
burgh, Old College, * London on November 17. Details 
EH8 9YL (tel 0131-650 from M H Burge, 19 Barricane. 
0131 6502239). I Woking GU2i i AB. London Asso- 

ciation covers all of southern Eng- 
976 Squad Royal Marln land. 
Second reunion, September 
Royal Sailors Home Club, ElackCats,56DlvSIgs(tol961) 
Ponsmoulh. Also 497 Squad, OCA and successor regtdsqns: 
Details from L E  P Wye, Pet-a-Pat, Former members invited to con- 
349 Old Road, Clacton-on-Sea, tact Sam Ellidt. secretary, 24 
Essex CO15 3RQ Dymchurch Close, Polegate, E 
434784). - .  Subsex BN26 6ND ltel 01323 

. 

Recent correspondence In the 
Letters pages on the composl- 
tlon of the 53rd Welch Dlvlsion 
prompted reader Mr G Capstkk 
of Aveley in Essex to send us 
this photograph of a shield dis- 
playing the regiments involved 
in the liberation of 'Hertogen- 
bosch town hall. 

I VAT TO BE ADDED TO ALL ORDERS 

Photographs that are reproduced, displayed or used in any way for I commercial purposes will be subject to a copyright fee. Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent: W Military historian wishes to collect 
G Allen, 13 Poplar Lane, Lydd, written and verbal accounts from 
Kent TN29 9LA is preparing an officers and men who were pre- 
article on the long and friendly sent during the Battle of Wadi- 
association between the British Akarit on April 6, 1943. Please 
Army and the townspeople of Lydd contact B S Barnes. 3 Mansfield 
and would like to hear from sol- Coun. Newland Park, Huii, North 

I For further details and to place an order please contact our 
PHOTOGRAPHIC DEPARTMENT on 01252 347357 or Ald Mil2357 
SOLDIER Maaazine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. 

o, - 
483132) for membership details 

APPOINTMENTS 
RAPC Apprentice College: 33 
anniversary reunian for staft 
ex-apprentices. Landon, Sop LfCola-M JBGrahamRLC-To 

HQ SDist, Mar 6. R H T Aitken 
RRW-TobeCO1 RRW,Mart5. 

e stories of their flights: Proposed reunion-assocr-ye.? 
ation. Contact Nigel Driver, 4y ..., 
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,Maes-y-Sarn, Pentyrch, Cardin 
CF48QQ(tel01222891274). 

El Adem Radio %Nice 
(TEARS): Third reunion planned 
for June. Presenters. controllers. 

K lawfu r t  194595: Reunion 
April. 18-30 for all Army personnel 
whQ served In the areas Trieste. 
Udine, Venice, Tarvisio. Klagen- 
fun. including following years to 
1950. Details (please enclose 
stamped addressed envelope) 
from G Swain, National Secretary, 
Italy Star Association, 76 Manor 
Road, New Miiton, Hants EH25 

1st Reconnalssanw Reglment: 
Annual reunion dinner. The 
Crown, Stamford, Lincs, April 22, 
lollowed by memorial service at All 
Saints, Stamford on April 23. 
Details from Brig E W Anstey, Ard- 
nagag, Dunkeld. Perihshire PH8 
OEP (tel01350727313). 

APTC Association (York 
Ennch): Annual dinner at lmphal 
Barracks. York, May 19. Details 
from Hon Sec, Capt D Holling, 
Hammersley House, 27 Blenheim 

Mliltary Police, ET Austria: 
,Membrs' reunion, Birmingham. 

Harts and Eeds Yeomanry: 86th. 
135th. 19161 Fa Regts; 79 HAA 
Regl. 148th Fd Rem and 52nd Hy 
Regl post-war Henseeds Ye0 
bnits Annual meeting ana reunion 
at Terntona, Army Centre. Marsh 
Road, Luton, Jbne 3. Enquiries to 
honorary secretary R J Currell. 28 
SI Margaret's Close, Old Flenon 
PelerboroLgh PE2 9EA. 

Motor cycle &patch riders. 
Rebnion on JLne 17-18 10 coin- 
ode with South Devon Railway 
Trust 'Railway at War' weekend 
EWkfastIeigh. Details from W A 
Wright. 31 Hillcroft Crescent 
Oxney. Wanord WD1 4PB (tel 
01 923 229982) 

Prlnca Rupert School, Wll- 
helmshaven 1947-72. The Wil- 
helmshaven Association IS 

planning a reunion in June tor ex- 
pupils and staff. Details and 
newslener from Mrs Hilary 
Seaborn. 37 Daking Avenue, Box. 
ford. Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 5QA 
(le1 01787210177). 

~. ~ ~ ~, 
librarians, technicians and listen- 
ers sought. Contact John Moir 
01705 595489. 

T h e  pictures here are from our Frank Finch 
cartoon archives. Find ten differences in 
detail and you could be E50 richer or win a 
new book. Circle t h e  differences in the  
bottom picture, cut out the whole panel, add 
your name and address and send to H O A Y  
608, Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot 
G u l l  2DU by April 21. Do not include any- 
thing else in your envelope. More than one 
entry can be submitted but photocopies 
cannot be accepted. T h e  first correct enmes 
drawn will be  the  winners. No 
correspondence of any kind can be entered 
into. 

The names of the winner o f  the  
LSO fkz  ~ r i z e  and two runners-UD wil l  be 

Staffordshire Reglment: Annual 
reunion combined with celebration 
of 50th anniversary of VJ Day, 
August 19. Lichfield City and Whit- 
tington Barracks, Lichfield, Details 
from RHQ. The Staffordshire Reg- 
iment. Whinington Barracks. Lich- 

May 20. Details from Bill Taylor 
01252 548693 or 01252 524826. 

1st The Queen's Dragoon 
Guards Regimental AsaocIa- 
t h :  Reunion buffet lunch in the 
Victory Services Club, London on 
May 21. Details from Regimental 
Secretary. Home Headquarters, 
QDG. Maindy Barracis, Cardiff 
CF4 3YE (tel 01222 227611 ex1 
8213). 

Infantry Junior Leaders B m l -  
Ion, Plymouth: First reunion for 
past Junior Leaders (including 
Permanent Staff) who served at 
Plumer Barracks, Crownhili, Ply- 
mouth. To be held on May 26. 
Details from Howard Johnson, 35 

field, Staffs WS14 9PY (enclose 
saeplease) , 

Combined Services AuocIa- 'F 
tion Combined drumheadservice i 

40th Reglment Royal Miilq: 
Lowland Gunners regimental 
reunion, August 26-26 in Edh- 
burgh. All past and present mem- 
bers welcome. Details from WO2 
(BSM) K G Doyle. Tac Ops. 40th 
Regiment RA, Girdwood Roule- 
men1 Banalion. BFPO 806 (le1 
01232 429507). 

RE Darland Boys' Association 
193941: 15th reunion at Xing 
Charles Hotel, Gillingham, Sop- 
tember 8. Details from Jim Win- 
chester, 8 Durham Road, Lutm 
LU2 ORB (tel 01 582 27569). 

119 Slg Sqn (Trlpoll), 235 Sig 
Sqn (Malt#. anyone serving et 
Prinn Barracks (Trlpoll) 1958- 
65: Second. reunion, Gptember 
8-?.&fL'Wghborough. Details from 
ROy Andrews, Moorings, 7 The 
Heath, South Tankenon. Whit 
stable, Kent CT5 3W. 

I Competiiion No 605 (February 20 issue): Congratulations to LCpl D J Dewfall, 95 
Sig Ssn M, TA Centre, Shrewsbury, who wins €50. Eook prizes go to runners-up 
Cpl Huggins, MFO NCO, QM Regtl, Warminster Training Centre, and Cept R K 
Pratt. D T P. 69 San RLC. EFW 34. 'I 

ber 22. Details from RAO, House- 
hold Cavalry Mounted Regiment, 
Hyde Park Barracks, Knights- 
bridge, London SWt 7SE (tel 
0171-414 2549). 

1st Battalion, The Wessex ~egl-  
ment (RMle Volunteers). 
Farewell parade before amalga- 
mahon on September 17 in 
Devizes. Final officers' dinner, 
September 30. Final Wos' and 
Sgs' dinner, September 2. All 
former members of messes and 
regiment welcome. Details from 
Chief Clerk. 1 Wessex. Le 

ARE YOU 
IN 
THE 
PICTURE? 

0 From Page 37 

since Tony was posted fromn 
Telford to Germany. Replies to 27 
Lime Grove. 'Ryton, Tyne and 
Wear NE40 3RH. 

Dirk Aerts of De Mosten 21, 9255 
Buggenhout. Belgium. wishes to 
hear from anyone who has news 
of Hugh Bell (REME or RAOC), 
believed to be from Ireland. who 
was stationed in Buggenhout 
1944-45. 

9 Armoured Workshop REME 
TA 1947-57. late of Cromweil 
Camp, Baskin Lane, Chilwell. Past 
members sought for quarterly 
meetings, annual dinner, visits. 
Details: M J Coates, 25 Denewood 
Avenue. Beeston. Noningham 
NG9 3EU (tal 01602 282847). 

Mr Alf Avison is arranging a visit to 
Fayid, Egypt this year including a 
week in Cairo and visits to the 
camps in the Canal Zone. He 
wishes to contact anyone who 
served in Fayid in 195055, espe- 
cially GHO Fayid. Replies to PO 
Box 99, Spalding, Lincs PE11 
3NS. 

651 Air OP Squadron, Including 

nm, with whom he has lost touch 
Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds 
SG19 1HG (tel 01767 682451). 
Please enclose sae. 

Coiin Giffordseeks ex-Devonand 
Dorsets with whom he served in 
1972-81. especially B and C Coys 
and MTPlatoon. and Mike 
(Nobby) Clarke, Ernie Chappie 
and Kevin and Lyn Rickson 
(Turner). Replies to him at 19 
Tramways. Plainmoor. Torquay. 
Devon TQI 4RZ. 

I .  

d -  YOU CAN PURCHASE COPIES OF PICTURES 
TAKEN BY SOLDIER MAGAZINE PHOTOGRAPHERS 

7"X 5" f4.00 8 x 6 "  f5.50 12" x 8 f9.50 
POSTAGE 60p per order - f2.00 on orders over f30.00. 

~~~ . ~ 

, ,  1 ..' ~ 

,, , ;, . $. krchant Barracks, Devizes. 
Edlnburgh UniversW OTQ '' : ,  wilts SNi0 2ER ftel 01380 Elderly lady living in Flushir 

Netherlands, seeks news of Gnr H 
Eamforth and Gnr H Hlll (both 
serving with 394 w ~ a t t e i y ,  
120th Regt RA) who billeted lhere 
in 194445 and visited her and her 
family frequently. Gnr Bamforth 
came from Huddersfield, Gnr Hill 
from Wolverhampton. Replies to J 
Tuyman. Oude Vlissingseweg 47, 
4336 AB Middelbura. Nederland. 

Reunion-planned for Siptember -'-'I * 723145). 
9. Details from Maureen Clowe, 
Development and Gordon Highlanders London 
vices Office, Unive i Auoclatlon: Reunion dinner in 
burgh, Old College, * London on November 17. Details 
EH8 9YL (tel 0131-650 from M H Burge, 19 Barricane. 
0131 6502239). I Woking GU2i i AB. London Asso- 

ciation covers all of southern Eng- 
976 Squad Royal Marln land. 
Second reunion, September 
Royal Sailors Home Club, ElackCats,56DlvSIgs(tol961) 
Ponsmoulh. Also 497 Squad, OCA and successor regtdsqns: 
Details from L E  P Wye, Pet-a-Pat, Former members invited to con- 
349 Old Road, Clacton-on-Sea, tact Sam Ellidt. secretary, 24 
Essex CO15 3RQ Dymchurch Close, Polegate, E 
434784). - .  Subsex BN26 6ND ltel 01323 

. 

Recent correspondence In the 
Letters pages on the composl- 
tlon of the 53rd Welch Dlvlsion 
prompted reader Mr G Capstkk 
of Aveley in Essex to send us 
this photograph of a shield dis- 
playing the regiments involved 
in the liberation of 'Hertogen- 
bosch town hall. 

I VAT TO BE ADDED TO ALL ORDERS 

Photographs that are reproduced, displayed or used in any way for I commercial purposes will be subject to a copyright fee. Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent: W Military historian wishes to collect 
G Allen, 13 Poplar Lane, Lydd, written and verbal accounts from 
Kent TN29 9LA is preparing an officers and men who were pre- 
article on the long and friendly sent during the Battle of Wadi- 
association between the British Akarit on April 6, 1943. Please 
Army and the townspeople of Lydd contact B S Barnes. 3 Mansfield 
and would like to hear from sol- Coun. Newland Park, Huii, North 

I For further details and to place an order please contact our 
PHOTOGRAPHIC DEPARTMENT on 01252 347357 or Ald Mil2357 
SOLDIER Maaazine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. 

o, - 
483132) for membership details 

APPOINTMENTS 
RAPC Apprentice College: 33 
anniversary reunian for staft 
ex-apprentices. Landon, Sop LfCola-M JBGrahamRLC-To 

HQ SDist, Mar 6. R H T Aitken 
RRW-TobeCO1 RRW,Mart5. 

e stories of their flights: Proposed reunion-assocr-ye.? 
ation. Contact Nigel Driver, 4y ..., 
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EMPLOYMENT & SOLDIER SOLMER MART 
RESElTLEMENT WORCESTERSHIM 

MEDAL SERVICE 
su Full dla, lied and and mounted miniatwe for medals w w  

or%lsplay. send for tu11 list 01 
miniature medals, embms, 

dasps. etc 
ZSQoldnCrmLn*M*yI 
~ w a r W l I 6 6 1  OLQ 
r.kpha* (olsn) mS476 

A m v s l m n w  , 

L4VE YOU LOST 
[OUR MEDALS? 
Comdt the experts. we can 
replaeelllsizemedalsand 

ppIy miniatures. A fast el?i&nt 
nice with the minimm of fuss. 

Also afull cleadng and 
iounting d c e  is undertaken 

by our rnaster taila. 

'HE VETERAN'S' 
AEDAL OFFICE 

Biir IDH, LONDON W 1 A 1DH 
Telephone 0 1 7 1 - 4 9 3 4 6 7 5 ~  

EPAULETTE 
SLIDES 

For offieem or Other ranks. With 
or wilhoul unfi dasQnabon. 

S.A.E. for wice list. 

I R O V E R J  

SOLDIER 
T 0 0 g o o d t O ~ -  
take oui a subscription 

now! 
Telephone: 

01 252 347353 

S I BRUNO 
REGIMENTAL BROOCHES 
9ct gold from f 13O...Silver from W... Diamond fmm e450 
We pmduce very attractive brooches for many regiments 
AS w13 ARE ?BE MANWAAcTITReBS YOU ARE BlMNG DIRECI' 

J.M.BICKERTON 
AT TRADE PBICE. S P E W  DESIGNS MADE TO ORDER 

Mlm&cturir.g J n e l l r n  23 Vj%e ht, Birmipglum 618 6LE 
For hrihrr &lab nnd quotDtlom plnsc write, or phone 0121 651 7366 

I THEMILITARYBEAR 

MILITARY cv SERVICES~ 

I t PHOENIX WORLD 
A full range of pewter and "cold 
cast bmnze"figurines, car grill 
badges and tankards to suit your 

omsred CheqWP 0 wlh o&r or S A E  
for Bmohure "Cold cast bronze" 

[ needs. 
\ COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED. 

i KDVANCED CAR EXPORTS 
3A HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS WD2 1EE 
B 0181-9 500 500 FAX: 0181-950 8511 

PHOENIX WORLD REPROWCTIONS 
437ValhyDnvs, Ore&, KentDAl25UE. 
Td: Orevese&(0?474) 385611. 
Fw: (01474) 597166. 

SQLIPIER 
MAGAZINE U Tm gwd to &miss 

7 

rHE COMPLETE 
CV SEPVICE 
A WIDE CHOICE OF 

XTY CENTRE CVs 

- Y m e o Q Y  
from your Newsagent 

Or contact our 

ckpmmeat on 
su- * T-SHIRTS 

* P O L O S H I R T S  * RUGBY S H I R T S 4  
-4 I 01252 347353 

J.K. MADE OLIVE1 

WNDREDS OF 
iMBROlDERED 
iTOCK DESIGNS 
\VAILABLE. 1 
5REEN T-SHIRTS 

* BASEBALL CAPS ' 

For free full colour brochure and 
information pack from the U K'ri 
leadmg supplier to  H M Forces 

i 

TEES TOTAL 

f 
4Q 

41 
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time this fixnrre was played at 
Under 19 rather than Under 
18 level, a change which made 
for sponger and better sides. 

Despite the result, it was 
always an entertaining and 
competitive match. 

Dennerr (3), Price (penalty), 
Mugglestone and Rradbury 
(2) scored the goals. 
C S.nrlwr, Youth 4, FA Youth 1 

The Combined Sewices 
Youth team, invariably' on a 
hiding to nothing against 
young players on the book of 
professional clubs, handed out 
a footballing lesson to the FA 
Youth side. 

They took the lead in the 
sixth minute when Pte Lee 
Bradbury showed good close 
control: The FA equalised 
when Frank Lsmpard junior of 
West Ham slotted home a 
penalty, His illustrious father 

But four goals in ten minutes 
from Col Rob Clarke (PWRR) 

was watching frc srand. 
Services restored their lead 

in the 21s minute through a 
superb effort by Young of the 
Navy, and Bradbury put them 
further ahead from the penalty 
spot before completing his hat 
trick with a powerful header. 

AAC 1, Infantry 6 
A waterlogged pitch made 

bsll-control difficult a 
defences liable to error. AT 
R o d e  Peters scored for tne 
AAC after 15 minutes. 

with Go, Pte Neil Northcon 
(Para) and Pte Simon Ye0 
(Cheshire) gave the Infantry a 
4-1 lead at the interval. 

Pte Jason Cameron (WFR) 
and LSgt Paul Fag'" m m  
scored in the second 
give the Infantry a ve 
fortable victory. 

A ring 01 Combined Servlces champions: Army senior coach RSM Tom OConnor with (clockwisc) LCpl 
Peter WiiIiamr, ple Kevln Bennett, Cpl Jeff Oilerhead, me UarkQulrey,Spr Oanny Watts, LBdr Vinny Jones, 
Cpl Chrls Bessey, Gdsm Kevln Short and Cpi Vlnny Powell 

1 
1 

was the first of fiii players to 
be given a yellow card. His 
warning seemed harsh. 

Sgt John Scott replaced the 
injured LSgt Paul Fagin in the 
39th minute and set about 
regaining the midfield which 

take the Inter-Services crown 
and the Constantinople Cup. 

Army 0, Royal Air Force 0 
A quagmire of a pitch at 

Aldershot was the only winner 
'. when the Army entertained the 
. Royal Air Force in a drawn 

man of the match a&d. 
Army Youth 7, Royal Navy 

Youth 0 
The Navy suffered the heav- 

iest defeat in the 22 years of 
this competition, going down 
by seven goals. For the fist 

Dugan (2 PWRR). powcll, 
Bessey, Ollerhead and Quky 
received walkovers; Williams, 
Short and Wans won inside the 
distance; and Bennett and 
Joms on points. 
The Royal Navy failed to 

win a wgle tide, another 
unusual occurrence in modem 
Services boxing. 

Short, the defending ABA 
champion, had to work harder 
than anyone for his passage to 
the next round against London 
ABA in the national quarter- 
finals. He boxed a preliminary 
bout, stopping the RAF oppo- 
nent in the second and then 
defeated the Navy's White in 
the third round of the final. 
Short boxed superbly, showing 
class timing and movement. 

Flyweight h e  John Davisor 
(1 Rs) and featherweight Fur 
A Buchanan (1 RHF) arc 
through to the Scottish ABA 
semi-finals &er negotiaticq 
the preliminary round. Light. 
welterweight LCpI Jason 
Gardner Ont Corps) had to 
box twice, losing the second 
contest on a majority decision. 

A W Y  boxers racked up nine 
titles at the Combmed Semces 
lndivrdual boxing Ehampi- 
omhps at RAF Locking. The 
n u m k  is without precedent- 
edinmodunSewiceaboxing. 

The roll of honour is: 
OFed~ewelght-LCplPMN 

Willlams (1 Kings). 
0 Lightweight - Cpl Vlnny 

%well (3 W E  Regt). 

UVln R6rlrUn (7 Regt RLC). 

(avln Shon (I WO). 

:hrls BelWy (27 Regt RLC). 

OIlerhead (1 Kinga). 

0 Light-WlterWoIght - pto 

0 Wdtwelght - G~SIII 

0 UgM-mlddlavwlght - Cpl 

0 Middleweight - Cpl Jetl 

0 Light-hMvyweigM - pte 
mrk auirey (2 PWRR). 

0 Heavyweight - LEdr Vlnny 

'' 0 Supsr-heavyweight - Spr 

Only two tides went to the 
RAF, the light-flyweight on a 
walkover, and the bantam- 
weight to SAC b e n  Spensley, 
the RAF's best borer for some 
yeam, who retained his tide a t  
the expense of LCpl Daren 

ones (32 Ragt RA). 

,d' banny Warn (3 RSME Wgt). 

8 

SGT Hllary Greig (above), a 
euphonium player In the AG 
Corps Band, won three titles at 
the Army table tennis champi- 
onshlps at Worthy Down. 

Her triple whammy consisted 
Of the Women's singles, the 
women's doubles with Cpl Julle 
Blades, a PTI serving at the 
AGC Centre, and the mixed 
doubles with SSgt Christopher 
Freely (RLC). 

Freely, the 1994 Combined 
Se~lces champion, also took 
the men's singles title. 

Julle Blades (plctured below) 
IS also the current Army 
women's squash champion. 

I 
nv chac - . _r ._ 

squash playem who won the int&?rvices utle fo rattinesineb 
1987. standing (from ion) am S ~ I  osry ciarko (REME), team manager 
Maj Mike Ga1llgh.r (RLC), and WO2 Chrls Wll.on (AAC). Kneeling are 
Lt Tlm lbbott (RLC), 
Sigs. Missing la Mal Robbll, Roblruon (RLC). 

In a hard-fought contesi the Army beet tha Royal Navy 4-1 and the 
Royal Alr Force 3-2, upsetting pre-tournament favourllw the RAF, 
who have bom champlona for the past seven yean. 
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Irlsh R.glmmt won what le belleved to be 
the first W l c  football match played by 8oC 
dlur in Northern IWnd. 

Th. trlendly 01a.h ag8lnat the ld Banal- 
Ion, The Smffordahin Regiment took place 

talions a n  sbrvlng. 
Dgplte rninlml training In the rules and 

skills ot the game, both aid.. pert0rm.d 
keenly. Lt Peter Crlppa ot 1 Stafford6 r i d  
"Wlth teams spread ovw the entire playing 

a m ,  It W e d  m i n a  and qukk lhlnklng 
to kwp up with the play." 

The lrleh won in the end, wr ing aixgolb 
and four points to three god8 and Rvr : 

polnts by the Stst(ords. 

. .  

ANOTHER successful Army Parrell (16 Signal Regiment). 
bobsleigh season ended at The Army took first, third 
Uehammer, Norway with a fourth and fifth places, plus rht 
convincing victory in the Inter- fastest individual run and 
Services championships. fastest brakeman trophy, with 
Unlike the Olympics and the RAF finishing as runners- 

world championships, the up and the Royal Navy third. 
Inter-Services event, spon- Five Olympic competitors of the Parachute Regiment sons and represented Great 
sored rhis year by Moet & took part, as did another six third. Sekwalor was, fastest Britain in the women's World 
Chandon, is a team competi- who have represented Great brakeman. The champion- Cup in Germany. 
tion, each Service entering Britain at World or Eumpa ships. were supported by Farrell, . Olsson, , Sekwalor 
four crews from which the Cuplevel. British Aerospace and Pol apd.CplBean Ward had good 
three fastest count towards the The Army championships, Roger. seasohs representing Britain 
final result. which preceded the Inter-Ser- The next Olympic year is ontheWorldCupcircuitwhile 

Representing the Army were vices at Lillehammer, attract- 1998,. so the Army needs to Gunn appeared for GB in the 
Cpls Scan Olsson and Eric 
Sekwalor (1 Para) in the No 1 Signals, RTR, Parachute Red- . Great Britain. Further details about Army 
bob; WO2 Tony Shanahan and ment, AAC, REM, RLC, A disappointing aspect of the bobsleighing can be obtained 
SSgt Dave Pope (1 Re@ AAC); from ABA race director Lt Col 
Cpi Bob Hinton and Pte Nick Olsson and Sekwalor fin- taking part in the sport, S D Rowland-Jones, Chief Air 
Boyce (1 Para); and the No 4 ished first for the Paras with although novices 2nd Lt Leigh Ops, HQ MND(C), BFPO 
bob of WO2 Peter Gunn (4 140 (tel JHQ (+49 2161 47) 
Re@ AAC) and Sgt George ext 2585 1). 

ed 12 crews fron the QDG, R build again if it is to represent Europa Cup. 

AGC and RAMC. season was the lack of women 

aviators Shanahan and Pope 
second, and Hinton and Boyce 

Robem and2ndLtGeraldine 
Jennings both had terrific sea- 

Judo withdrawals make it thin at the top 
THE CREAM of Army judo competed . in the seven strength in depth for the Inter- Wlnnara were: 
was noticeablv thinner at the OlvmDic weinht catenories. Services at HMS Nelson. Men - UBSkg, Bdr Airlie (32 
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Pipe Major Kenny Keir (centre) and LCpls Matt Smith and John 
Bruce of 1 RHFs Pipes and Drums provide musical encouragement 
to two members of BRITBAT 1's Royal New Zealand Regiment Kiwi 
Company performing the haka - a  traditional Maori warrior rite - in 
the snow at Vitez. Cpls Dwayne Eriksson and Terry Tehiko adopt 
menacing postures designed to frighten an enemy. The club being 
brandished by Cpl Tehiko is called atalaha. See Pages 26-27. 
Picture Terry Champion . 




