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Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes
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for quick er i
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Aireshelta’s revolutionary new lighting system 110V, 220V or 240V, 36 watt compact fluorescent
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption.
Each lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light output is better than a 500 watt Tungsten equivalent,
with up to 50% more usable light and up to 20% larger footprint than any other similar system. It is
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5000 hours of life.

TELEPHONE: 44 01484 646559 FACSIMILE: 44 01484 644450

Email Richard@airshel.demon.co.uk
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ACTING Gunner Hooch
the Pooch can consider
herself a trifle fortunate.
She’s the dog with nine
lives...

Not only did the eight-
week-old pup cross a
minefield unscathed, but
she fell into the arms of
the British Army and was
officially enlisted - com-
plete with Service number
and patrol duties.

Hooch the Pooch
strayed into the hearts of
soldiers from 32 Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery, on
Green Line duty with the
United Nations in Cyprus.
LBdr Mark Crane spotted
the little mongrel making
her bedraggled way
across a minefield oppo-
site his observation post
overlooking the Buffer
Zone which divides the
island.

“This bundle of wet fur
limped towards us,
straight across an active
minefield. We went down
o the wire and cheered
when she made it
across,” said LBdr Crane.

She was taken to the
nearest vet to be given
the once-over and regula-
tion “jabs™.

A member of the OP
explained that, because
the pup had walked
through a minefield, they
were going to call her
Diana, but realised that
women are not allowed in
UN OPs. Now they have
drawn up an official post-
ing order for the new recruit to
Mojave Troop, UN Buffer Zone,
Cyprus.

Hooch (Gnr, 281296) is listed

Comrade in arms: Gnr R

INES

MAY .
NARKEX

g

as having “advanced patrol-
sniffer” and “honorary air
defender” special qualifica-
tions. When 32 Regiment

ussell Walker with 281296 Gnr Hooch the Pooch

leaves Cyprus, Hooch will be
posted to the relieving unit.

® Green Line gunners — see
Pages 22-23

R Anglian chase
leads to arrest

SWIFT action by soldiers from the 1st Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment led to the arrest of a man after their patrol was attacked in

West Belfast’s Ballymurphy estate on March 6.

An explosive device was trig-
gered by command wire from
behind a garden wall, knocking
over the rear member of the
patrol and showering him with
brick and rubble.

Another soldier saw a man
running away and gave chase.
The suspect ran into a house
which was surrounded by the
patrol until the Royal Ulster
Constabulary arrived and arrest-
ed him. A man was later charged
with attempted murder.

In an incident the previous
day, two members of a routine
patrol in the Dungannon area
of County Tyrone thwarted a
terrorist attack when they spot-
ted a suspicious device with a
wire leading to it.

The two soldiers from the
1st Battalion, The Royal Welch
Fusiliers reported the device,
which was attached ar chest
height to the side of a tree, and
cleared the area of other
patrols and civilians.

An Army bomb disposal
expert later disarmed a device
containing 21b of Semtex, petrol,
sugar and shipyard “confetti”.

In other incidents in Belfast,
a soldier from the 2nd Battal-
ion, The Light Infantry was
slightly hurt in a rocket attack
in the Ardoyne, and two sol-
diers of the 7th Battalion, The
Royal Irish Regiment and a
policemen sustained minor
injuries in an attack on a foot
patrol in the Short Strand area.
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NEWSISINE:

Strasbourg rules court martial system ‘unfair’

BRITAIN’S court martial
system does not ensure a fair
trial, the European Court of
Human Rights has ruled in a
judgement against the Min-
istry of Defence.

The Strasbourg court held
that the present system violates
Article 6 of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights,

Queen
approves
new medal
for R Irish
part-timers

A NEW medal for part-time
service in Northern Ireland has
been approved by the Queen.

The  Northern Ireland
Home Service Medal replaces
the Ulster Defence Regiment
Medal following the amalga-
mation of the UDR and The
Royal Irish Rangers. The new
medal, to be awarded to part-
time members of the Royal
Irish Regiment who have com-
pleted 12 years’ service, will be
adorned with a ribbon of Irish
green with a central stripe of
light blue.

Clasps will be awarded after
a further six vears.

® Army personnel involved
in air operations over Iraq since
1991 may be eligible for the
General Service Medal 1962
with an “Air Operations Iraq”
clasp.

Qualification is 60 days or
more continuously, or 90 days
or more of aggregated service,
or six operational air sorties in
Iraqi airspace for Operations
Warden or Jural.

Details are in DCI Gen
63/97.

@ Thirty recruits took part
in the first passing-out parade
of the Northern Ireland school
leavers Army foundation course
at the Depot of The Royal Irish
Regiment, Ballymena, on March
13. The unique course was
established last September as a
pilot scheme.

which guarantees the right to
trial before an independent
and impartial tribunal.

The unanimous ruling came
after the judges had heard the
case of former Scots Guards
lance corporal Alex Findlay, a
Falklands War veteran who
was sentenced to two years’
imprisonment and dismissed

the Army after pleading guilty
at court martial to offences
including threatening to kill.
He was diagnosed as suffer-
ing from post traumatic stress
disorder following service with
the Scots Guards in the South
Atlantic, and took the case to
the European court on the
basis that the court martial, in

1

A company from the United States 82nd Airborne Division says farewell to host unit the 1st Battalion, The

sentencing him, was allegedly
not acting as an independent
court but as an instrument of
the chain of command.

Strasbourg awarded legal
costs to Findlay, but not com-
pensation, and “noted with
satisfaction” the revised court
martial system due to take
effect on April 1.

&

Parachute Regiment’s Support Company before leaving Aldershot to return to Fort Bragg in North Carolina.
Members of C Coy, 1st Battalion, The 325th Regiment spent a month in Britain on exchange cross-training.

Gunners out in force
on German ranges

TWO THOUSAND troops
and Royal Artillery regiments
from Germany, the United
Kingdom and Denmark were
involved in Shelldrake Spear,
the largest artillery exercise in
Germany for many years.
Based on Bergen-Hohne
and Munster-Sud ranges, the
exercise gave elements of 1
(UK) Armoured Division an
opportunity to deploy in
strength as part of NATO’s
Allied Command Europe Rapid
Reaction Corps (ARRC).

Main Germany-based play-
ers were Headquarters Royal
Artillery from Herford; 12
Regt RA from Paderborn; 40
Regt RA from Hohne; 26 Regt
and 1 Regt AAC from Guter-
sloh; and 52 Battery, 4 Regt
RA and 4 Armd Bde Sig Sqn
from Osnabriick.

Air power was provided by
the Royal Air Force, and 39
Regt RA and 101 Regt RA(V)
deployed from the UK.

Supporting  roles  were
played by a troop from The

Light Dragoons and 35 Armd
Engr Sgn, 32 Engr Regt based
at Hohne; Gutersloh-based 2
Arty Sp Sgn, 1 GS Regt RLC;
14 Topo Sgn RE from
Monchengladbach; and ele-
ments of 1 RMP from Herford.
® Pictures in next issue

COST to the MoD of boarding

school allowances during
1995-96 was £110.6 million. —
Parliamentary reply.
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SOLDIER's snaps are a snip.
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NEWSISINEs

Mrs Diana Veal, widow of Maj Michael Veal, former
commander of D (Cambridge) Company, 6 R
Anglian, presents the trophy named in his memory
to Sgt Gary Branigan, platoon commander of the D
Coy team which won an annual military skills com-
petition. It was the third time that D Company had
won the former Commander’s Trophy.

The Veal Trophy is presented each year for the
best performance over a test stand at 49 (East)
Brigade’s annual military skills contest for Territo-
rial Army units. Teams from the East Midlands,
Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire compete
over two days in fieldcraft, attacks, ambushes,
live-firing, endurance and first aid.

Medical cuts ‘too
far, too fast’ — MPs

LOW morale and a chronic
shortage of staff are key issues
identified by the House of
Commons Defence Commit-
tee in a hard-hitting report on
the state of medical services
within the Armed Forces.

It reveals an apprehension
that cuts have gone too far and
too fast, reducing the ability of
the United Kingdom to gener-
ate military medical support
for the front line in the event of
serious hostilities short of all-
out war.

Members of Parliament on
the all-party select committee
took evidence from the MoD
and other organisations, and
visited Service hospitals and
hospital units. Their “starting
point” was the implementa-
tion of the Defence Costs
Study (DCS) 15, which was
designed to concentrate
resources in the front line.

The report says some of the
money “stripped out of

defence medicine by the
Defence Costs Study will have
to be put back in to repair the
damage.”

The MPs state: “We can
only report to the House our
firm view that the state of
morale at all levels of the
Defence Medical Services is
lower than we have ever
encountered in the Armed
Forces.”

SELF-JUSTIFICATION

Criticising the MoD’s ability
to manage change, the report
says: “No amount of self-justi-
fication can disguise the fact
that the country does not have
a medical service capable of
looking after the maximum
number of soldiers the UK
plans to deploy in a crisis.”

Following DCS 15, the
DMS was reduced from 9,461
personnel in 1990 to 6,946 in
April 1996. It is due to reduce
further to 5,722. Prime pur-
pose of the DMS is to train

medical staff for war; a sub-
sidiary purpose is to provide
peacetime care for Service per-
sonnel.

Concerns drawn to the MPs’
attention included an observa-
tion that peacetime needs to
get soldiers fit to return to duty
after illness or injury were not
being fulfilled and difficulties
in mixing military and civilian
staff in military district hospi-
tal units (MDHU).

The report concluded that:

@® Staff shortages in the
DMS were so serious thar it
was not clear whether it would
recover. It was possible the
military ethos of medicine in
the Regular Armed Forces
“had been destroyed”.

® Defence Military Services
were not sufficient to provide
proper support to the front line
in all realistic planning scenar-
ios and showed little prospect
of being able to do so in the

® Turn to Page 17

LAl
A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

Flawed
advice
on OPs

AN INTERNAL investigation has
shown that answers to six par-
liamentary questions in 1994 on
pesticide usage during Op Granby
were incorrect because minis-
ters were given flawed advice.

Armed Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames, who apologised for the
way the flawed advice had been
presented to Parliament, said in
a written answer on February 26
that Service and Civil Service staff
had used inaccurate information
when preparing the draft answers.

During 1995 MoD Service and
civilian staff received indications
that during the Gulf War, British
troops might have used locally-
obtained organophosphate (OP)
pesticides, but this information
was neither assessed nor fol-
lowed-up properly.

By June 1996 some Service
and civilian staff knew OP pesti-
cides had been used more
extensively during Op Granby
than had previously been report-
ed, but ministers were not given
appropriate written advice until
September 25. Parliament was
then told as soon as possible.

In the Lords on March 10,
Defence Minister Earl Howe
expressed regret for incorrect
information, due to a misunder-
standing, given to the Countess
of Mar last summer. Her ques-
tions related to the cause of
death of camels, sheep and
goats during and after the Gulf
War and whether they had died
as a result of chemical weapons
exposure. “An accurate answer
would have said that we were
unable in the time available to
find any information on the events
which you describe,” he said.

d O Q

Excellent recruiting records of
four regiments were demon-
strated in a written answer on
March 5. Figures showed that 1
DWR was 31 over its establish-
ment of 554; 1 Green Howards
29 over, at 654; The Light Dra-
goons 17 over, at 405; and 1
PWQ nine over, at 548.

a o a

As part of cost reductions in
support areas, the MoD's contri-
bution to regimental and corps
museums will be cut by almost
13 per cent from April 1998, Mr
Soames said in a written reply. A
panel of experts will decide
where savings should fall.




EDINBURGH'S
COUNTRYSIDE

SPRING BREAKS
1997

u

ROMANTIC LANDSCAPES,
AMAZING ADVENTURES,
SPRINGTIME MAGIC.

PHONE NOW FOR YOUR FREE
FULL COLOUR BROCHURE

0990 561253

YOUR DUTCH
PARACHUTING WINGS
IN A FEW DAYS!
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Paracentrum Texel organises weekly courses for
novice parachutists.

After five jumps you qualify for the internationally
recognised A-licence and receive the Dutch wings.

Call your military contact for information and
prices daily:
Simon Woerlee 00 31 2223 11464
Roy Mobsby 01703 899369
or write to
Paracentrum Texel, Postweg 128,
1795 JS De Cocksdorp, Texel,
The Netherlands

FALKLASLANDS
DEFENCE FORCE

PERMANENT STAFF ADMINISTRATION OFFICER

Are you an enthusiastic, self-motivated and flexible individual with
management and administrative experience in Her Majesty's Forces or a
Territorial Army Unit?

If o, the Falkland Islands Defence Force has the job for you. As Permanent
Staff Administrative Officer you will have an interesting and wide-ranging
role which will include undertaking or assisting with administration,

financial control, and budgeting, procurement and stores control, planning,

training relevant to an Infantry Company, personal communication skills
and range management. You must hold a valid driving licence and an HGV
licence would be an advantage.
Appointment is initially for a period of two years, with an attractive salary
ranging from £16,146 to £24,220 per annum and a terminal gratuity of 25%.
Other benefits include relocation grant, favourable tax rates and allowances,
mid-tour passages and comfortable family accommodation.
Do not miss the opportunity to live and work in one of the world’s few
unspoilt places where wildlife abounds and quality of life matters.

For further details and an application form please contact:

Falkland Islands Government

Falkland House

14 Broadway

Westminster

London SW1H 0BH.
Completed application forms and CVs should be sent in confidence to the
Assistant Secretary at the above address.

Closing date for applications: 14 April 1997

WITH ORDERS OF 25 GARMENTS OR MORE

READY TO BE DEPLOYED

PROMOTIONS
Telephone: 01705 822436

* NO HIDDEN COSTS  FULLY STOCKED SERVICE
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Hargreaves Promotions Ltd., Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants PO4 85Y
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Normal service resumed on Horse Guards

THE DAILY ceremony fo
change the Queen’s Life
Guard resumed on the refur-
bished Horse Guards Parade
on March 3 after three months.

While contractors were at
work, the soldiers and horses
of the Household Cavalry

Mounted Regiment assembled
in the more cramped condi-
tions of the Tilt Yard on the
Whitehall side of Horse
Guards for the Changing of the
Guard.

Following the alterations,
they will have a larger enclo-

sure than previously on Horse
Guards itself. Other improve-
ments included the levelling of
the entire parade ground, work
on the drainage and a uniform,
gravelled surface from the
Guards’ Memorial to Horse
Guards arch.

The Duke of Kent meets troops from the 1st Battalion, The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment at their base

y

in Northern Ireland. The Duke, Colonel-in-Chief of the regiment, was making his first visit to the 1st Battal-
ion since it arrived in the Province three months ago. CSM Jerry Perrin is on the left.

PWRR pays
tribute to hero
of Sikh battle

A walk on
south side

A 100-km race along the South
Downs Way from Petersfield to
Brighton is to be held over the
weekend June 28-29. Called
Exercise Trailwalker, it replaces
the famous Hong Kong ver-
sion, and will raise funds for
the Gurkha Welfare Trust.

Entry forms from Trailwalker,
250 Gurkha Signal Squadron,
30 Sig Regt, Gamecock Bar-
racks, Bramcote, Nuneaton
CV11 6QN (tel (742) 2576, civ
01455 222576.

More Ko
rea medals

UP TO 180 British veterans of
the Korean War may receive
their United Nations medals
with the “Korea” clasp, despite
the fact that the UN has run
out of them.

Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames announced
that the British Government
has been given permission by
the UN to buy and issue the
medal, and was identifying a
suitable source of supply.

The veterans have been wait-
ing 44 years for the medal.

AN ACT of heroism 150 years
ago was celebrated by the 2nd
Battalion, The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment in
Northern Ireland last month.

Every member of the bartal-
ion lined the route in Lisanelly
Barracks, Omagh, as Sgt
Richard Phillips carried the
Regimental Colour to the
WOs’ and sergeants’ mess
from their customary home in
the officers’ mess.

Sgt Phillips’s appointment
for the day as Sobraon
Sergeant marks the actions of
Sgt Bernard McCabe at the
Battle of Sobraon in India in
February 1846. When the out-
numbered 31st of Foot, a fore-
bear of the PWRR, had to fall
back because of heavy casual-
ties, the ensigns carrying the
Queen’s and Regimental
Colours were killed, as were
most other subalterns.

Sgt McCabe seized the Reg-
imental Colour and planted it
on the highest point of the Sikh
defences, an action which ral-
lied the 31st and led to the
enemy being routed.

Victory led to the Punjab
becoming a British protec-
torate.

A sergeant who has per-
formed outstandingly is chosen
by the RSM to be the Sobraon
Sergeant. Normally only com-
missioned officers may carry
the Colours.

What the papers have been saying

FORMER Gurkha soldiers of the
British Army marched in Kath-
mandu, Nepal, to demand the
same pension deals as other
British soldiers. — Daily Express

J Operating in teams of four,
soldiers from the 1st Battalion,
The Worcestershire and Sher-
wood Foresters Regiment will
visit 88 pubs in 15 Midlands
towns to persuade young men
to join the Infantry. — Times

4 Two former Scots Guards-
men jailed for shooting dead a
Belfast teenager while on a tour
of duty in 1992 are expected to
be freed within weeks after a
hard-fought campaign by retired
generals. — Sunday Times

Jd NATO is down to a shortlist
of three likely new members —
Poland, the Czech Republic and
Hungary — aithough Slovenia is
a possible fourth. — Independent

1 Bonn’s financial squeeze is
undermining the German Army,
which is having to use fireworks
instead of munitions, according
to a report issued by the Gov-
ernment’s military ombudsman.
— Times

4 More homosexuals are
being discharged from the
United States armed forces
under President Clinton’s “don’t
ask, don't tell” policy than before
it came into effect, a study has
revealed. — Times

Passing
intelligence

FINAL passing out parade of
the Intelligence Corps at Tem-
plar Barracks, Ashford, took
place on March 14. After 30
vears in Kent, the Defence
Intelligence and  Security
Centre is in the process of
being relocated to Chicksands
in Bedfordshire.

THAT FIGURES ...

STAFF and students at the
Army’s School of Finance and
Management are celebrating
the highest marks in the
United Kingdom in the latest
exams for the Chartered Insti-
tute of Management Accoun-

tants. Military students from
the Adjutant General’s Corps
Training Centre at Worthy
Down gained an average 90
per cent first time pass rate,
compared to 48 per cent for
the country as a whole.

9



[ ALLOWANCES « DEPENDANTS » EDUCATION * FINANCE * HEALTH * HOUSING * INSURANCE = PAY * PENSIONS « RESETTLEMENT * SPOUSES * TRAINING * WIDOWS

EIEESTRY/EES

OVERSTRETCH is a much talked
about subject wherever the state
of Service welfare is discussed.
Even the Armed Forces Pay
Review Body commented on it,
qualifying its remarks by saying
that perception of the problem
varied from unit to unit.

in a recent interview, Gen Sir
Charles Guthrie, soon to become
Chief of the Defence Staff, said
that those outside the Forces
tended not to understand that sol-
diers needed to train and to see
their families, as well as being on
operations.

SALTY

| was making the same point —
with rather less restraint — in a
radio programme a little while ago
when | was brought back down to
earth by a salty ex-Serviceman
who laughed at me, saying that
both training and operations gave
soldiers a good chance to get
away from the stress of family life.

He said it was the perfect
excuse. . .

A soldier’s wife will always
figure second in their
husband’s affections,
if they're lucky. Many
come third behind
‘his mates”. Long
hours, frequent sepa-
ration and pressure
mean that leisure
time is limited.

At the end of a long
spell away | would
love to believe that all
soldiers dashed home
to see their family.
The reality, | suspect,
is that many seek solace in the
local bar, fortifying themselves
against their arrival home to a bar-
rage of complaints about the chil-
dren, the state of the quarter and
the local medical services.

Army chiefs and Army wives
should exercise caution about
how they play the “home” card. |
don't believe it is realistic to say
that soldiers, as a whole, worry
about their families to the extent
that they make poor soldiers if
things aren’t going well.

RESPECT

If this were really true the
British Army wouldn't be the
object of international respect.

Life goes badly for a lot of
people and they cope. Usually
they do so in stoic silence and
with little help. But you don't hear
about them. You do hear about
those who encounter problems
which aren’t enormous but who
are articulate and who are deter-

Stretched to the
limit, but we can
do something

mined to have their voice heard.

Take, for example, an Army
wife in Germany whose husband
was rushed into hospital with
heart attack symptoms. He was
given a range of tests before
being reassured that he was in
good health. The wife, as well as
being profoundly grateful for the
excellent treatment, was rather
cross that there was no liaison
officer or translator present.

Her response was to condemn
- albeit very politely - the entire
medical service. Would it not have
been more useful 1o ask not what
your medical service can do for
you but what you can do for your
medical service?

The post in question is a vol-
untary one. Given the number
of friendly locals and German-
born spouses, would it not
have been more constructive to
offer to find someone to fill the
post?

There is overstretch — we know
that — but to overplay this could
bring down upon us yet another
review/study/report
as someone tries to
“do something about
it".

There have been
some huge changes
in medical provision
overseas, and in
quartering. Whatever
soldiers and their
families might believe
about the rights and
wrongs of the deci-
sions, the time has
come to acknowledge
the reality of the situation and look
to positive ways of making the
systems work.

Where problems occur fre-
quently enough to cause concemn,
then evidence should be gathered
and the proper channels should
be used io suggest ways of
improving the situation.

The disadvantage of overstat-
ing the case is that a civilian pop-
ulation contending with budget
cuts, under-resourcing and under
staffing (in other words, over-
stretch) without the benefits of
overseas travel, a tightly-knit,
self-supporting community and a
lifelong entitlement to help from
specialist welfare organisations,
will soon lose patience with the
Forces altogether.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO
786; c/o Soldier.
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THE DEFENCE Committee’s
first report on the sale of the
married quarters estate, pub-
lished last month, outlined the
reasons for choosing the bid
from London-based Annington
Homes as ultimate purchaser
in November, 1996.

“First, it gave us the highest
price,” Defence procurement
minister James Arbuthnot had
told the committee.

“Second, it was most
inclined of all the bidders to
accept the terms and condi-
tions . . . which we were offer-
ing. Third, the finance
deliverability . . . was clearly
very substantial indeed. At
each stage of the process
Annington had given the MoD
the impression of . . . having a
very clear idea of precisely
what (the issues) should be
and where they stood on
(them) and they had an under-
standing of the MoD’s position
on these issues.”

The MoD would have been
happy, in fact, to have made a
transaction with any of the four
final short-listed bidders, he
had pointed out.

“But in relation to the long-
term relationship that we
expected to have with Anning-
ton, none of the others gave us
a greater degree of comfort
than Annington’s did.”

Sandy Hunter, former air
vice-marshal and now deputy
chairman of Annington Homes,
spoke to Soldier.

“As someone who can speak
from personal experience of being
an MoD tenant over a long period,
| know which option | would go for,
if | were.still serving, given the
offer of an extra drop of aviation
fuel, a new piece of kit or an
improvement to married quarters,”
he said.

“After dragging my wife round
the world for 30-odd years, | am
well aware of the massive uncer-
tainties which Army families have
to face as far as accommodation
is concerned — especially since
drawdown.”

Formerly Commander British
Forces Cyprus and, since leaving
the RAF, chairman of a large
housing association and board
member of a building society, Air
Vice-Marshal Hunter is conscious
of the need to maintain a good
relationship with the MoD.

INTENTIONS

“They have been properly criti-
cal of us, have taken a good look
at anything we have said, and we
have to prove that we keep to our
stated intentions,” he said.

Under a scheme operated by
Annington, Servicemen and ex-
Servicemen will be offered a dis-
count on properties placed on the
market for sale.

Basic rate of discount will, by
and large, be up to five per cent of
the asking price, though where
there is a high demand for houses,
the company may not give this.

Additionally, Annington will offer
in every case an exira “long ser-
vice” discount of one per cent for

DURING the course of a given,
specific numerological amount of
24-hour periods, in general terms
mainly totalling 365, but varying in
the 12-month period of time which
exceptionally occurs between
each third and fifth such period to a
total of 366, submissions are
invariably solicited from institutions
and various affiliated bodies
coming under the auspices of the
Prime, chief or first Minister by a
scheme of action specifically deal-
ing in matters concerning the lan-
guage of a non-convoluted, non-
Celtic nature for recognition by way
of a presentation.

Or, put more understandably:
every year, the Plain English Cam-
paign invites entries from Govern-
ment departments and agencies
for their “Inside Write" awards.

These are presented for the
year's clearest “internal” docu-
ments — in the MoD’s case, any

All write,
is that

clear?

document written by members of
the Armed Forces or civil servants
for a departmental audience being
eligible. Entries can be in the form
of reports, magazines, instruction
booklets, articles, leaflets or even
single-sided A4 memos.

Army organisations which have
produced a document they would
like to be considered should send it
to Jackie Savage, OMD6, Room 630,
Northumberland House, London
WC2N 5BP by May 9 (tel 0171 218-
5776).

Anglians, Argylls test VQ scheme

SCOTLAND's vocational education
body, SCOTVEC, is offering nation-
ally-recognised qualifications to
22,000 infantrymen.

Soldiers from the 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Anglian Regiment and
The Argyll and Sutherland High-

landers began a pilot programme
this month to take the VQs. Initially,
soldiers will be offered VQs in
administration, customer service
and security. Longer-term aims
include VQs in warehousing and
vehicle maintenance.

every ten years of completed ser-
vice — regardless of whether a
basic discount is offered.

“We have also made arrange-
ments with a building society to
offer a package for Service per-
sonnel which includes aspects
such as free legal fees,” said
Sandy Hunter, “and we are in
negotiation with the Charity Com-
missioners to finalise the Anning-
ton Trust, a fund to which we will
make a contribution every year, to
support the activities of those
living on the patch.”

However, he added, success in
business is by no means guaran-
teed.

“If you embark on a £6 billion

Housing deputy has buyers’ interests at heart

Former AVMI Sandy Hunter, deputy chairman of Annington Homes, with appropriate mode of transport

undertaking, there is a cost: the
money has to be borrowed, raised
in the City and so on. Although we
have a guaranteed income in MoD
rents and houses returned to us,
we have to balance the books at
the end of the year, and a great
deal depends on return from sur-
plus houses, not to mention the
state of the property market.”
JURY OUT

As far as, for example, the Army
Families Federation is concerned,
Sandy Hunter appreciates that
“the jury is still out”.

“We have to produce the goods,
we are aware of that. We don't
expect people to take us at face
value, and we have to demon-

hshire Advertiser

strate that we mean what we say.

“However, although we will
have no formal contacts with Army
families, because the rents and
conditions of properties are dealt
with by other bodies, we were
delighted to be invited to the AFF
annual conference.”

As part of their service to poten-
tial buyers, Annington Homes will
be giving details in publications,
including Soldier, of individual
properties which it is placing on
the market for sale, including loca-
tion, type, asking price and agent.

Shared sites were a matter of
great concern to Army families,
Sandy Hunter admitted.

“We will look at each case and

take account of suggestions and
advice offered by the MoD and the
HSE - a very important relation-
ship to us — who will steer us away
from any pitfalls.

“A lot of work has gone into vis-
iting, site-by-site, looking at the
conditions of properties and at the
local market and its needs. To
date, we have sold between 250
and 300 houses, but that number
is likely to increase once spring
arrives.”

AVM Hunter sees Annington as
a “long-term, long-haul” business,
with the company having to be
ready to react flexibly to changes,
whether in MoD requirements or in
the market.

A LOT OF SKILL

“Some of our critics are of the
opinion that all the company has to
do is be around and it will make
money. In reality, it will demand a
lot of skill on behalf of the people
working for Annington to make it
work,” he said.

Finally, he added, neither he,
nor Sir Thomas MacPherson, the
company's chairman - formerly
with the Special Forces and a
triple holder of the Military Cross —
would have any part in the scheme
if they believed it was detrimental
to Service families.

® Details of the house discount
purchase scheme and mortgage
products are available from the
Joint Service Housing Advisory
Office, tel 01722-438349, or from
Annington Homes, tel 0171-940
2300.
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Star prize: Leaving hundreds of
other entrants far behind were
the Royal Star and Garter Home,
Richmond, winners of the Royal
Mail's Awards '96 direct mail
competition for both small and
medium-sized companies.

The home’s direct mail pack,
featuring the story of Reg Rud-
dick, one of the Star and

Direct approach pays off

Garter’s 185 disabled ex-Service
men and women residents,
achieved a 17 per cent response
rate.

Mary Concannon (second left)
and Patsy Willis, members of the
home's staff, look suitably
pleased, alongside compére
Lance Percival and Royal Mail's
Jim Cotton-Betteridge.

Forces’

Lincs

link to continue

THE successful Armed Forces
resettlement programme run by
Lincolnshire Training and Enter-
prise Council (TEC) for the past
four years is to be funded by them
for a further year.

Briefings for 1997/98 include
“Working in Lincolnshire”; “Living in
Lincolnshire”; the Enterprise Work-
shop and Business Planning Pro-
gramme; and (new this year),
“Commercial Awareness”.

An estimated 5,500 Service
leavers have been helped and
advised by the TEC's resettlement
team since it was set up.

A briefing for teeth arms person-
nel, including the infantry and
armoured corps and other person-
nel who do not have easily recog-
nisable skills or trades is being
held by Lincolnshire TEC, in con-
junction with other East Midlands
TECS on June 11.

Employers are invited, as
opposed to training providers, so

the briefing, to be held at
Chetwynd Barracks, Chilwell, Not-
tingham, will be purely about jobs
and how to get them.

Anyone wishing to attend should
bid on MoD Form 363 to the Tri-
Service Resettlement QOrganisa-
tion, St George’s Court, 14, New
Oxford Street, London WC1A 1EJ.

Mail order Naafi

A FORTY-eight page mail order
catalogue, Naafi Select, has been
launched.

The publication will offer leading
brands in home entertainment,
audio visual, electrical and fitness
equipment, sports clothing, toys
and gifts, and is the first to deliver
non-food goods free to members of
the Forces all over the world.

Delivery will normally be guar-
anteed to mainland United King-
dom within 72 hours and to
Germany within five days.

1
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Perhaps Maj Mick Moran should be looking a little
more frightened as boxer Nigel Benn — nicknamed
the Dark Destroyer — squares up to him.

After all, he is the man who, in the early 1980s,
wouldn’t select Nigel for his Rifle Company team —
on the grounds that he lacked aggression . . .

At the time, the pugilist, who eventually went on
to prove Mick wrong, scooping both the Army
championship and Combined Services competition
over a period of 12 months before later leaving the
Army to become a world beater as a professional
fighter, was a member of the 1st Battalion, Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers.

Mick, the current regimental boxing officer, was
Nigel's sergeant major for two years when he was
serving in Minden.

“The Army really seemed to bring him out of him-
self, and he became a very confident man,” he said.

His seemingly aggressive opponent was in Catt-
erick as guest of honour to present medals to
boxing finalists from his old battalion.

WO2 David Williams,

Picture: Sgt lan Liptrot

—

Historic handover

9th/12th Lancers, meets the
Queen Mother for the first
time since she presented him
with the British Empire Medal
in 1987.

“l don'’t think she remem-
bered me,” he joked, after her
visit to the regimental head-
quarters of the Royal Yeoman-
ry in London in her capacity as
the regiment's Honorary
Colonel.

Introducing David, who is
currently the Royal Yeoman-
ry'sTraining Warrant Officer, is
Maj Michael Hughes, leader
of HQ Squadron.

An informal ceremony in the officers’
mess at St James’s Palace marks the
historic period from May to Novem-
ber last year when No 7 Company
Coldstream Guards joined 1st Battal-
ion, Scots Guards, in west Belfast as
the first of the three Guards’ incre-
mental companies to undertake an
operational deployment.

Lt Col Archie Miller-Bakewell
(left), on his last day as Captain of the
Queen’s Guard before handing over
command, presents Maj Stephen
Mansbridge, No 7 Coy Commander,
with a framed Scots Guards pipe
banner, receiving in exchange a com-
pany silk from Maj Mansbridge's
Company.
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New Surgeon General to
the Armed Forces is Air
Mshl John Baird — only
the second Royal Air
Force officer to hold the
appointment since it
was created in 1985.

He was Honorary
Physician to the Queen
during his time as Prin-
cipal Medical Officer at
Strike Command from
1991 to 1994.

Relinquishing command
of 1st Battalion, The
Royal Scots (The Royal
Regiment) at Hyderabad
Barracks, Colchester
last month was Lt Col
Robbie Scott-Bowden.

Stepping into his
shoes as he left to take
up a post at Joint Head-
quarters, Northwood
was Lt Col Andy
McDowell.

Combat Medical Tech-
nician Cpl Julie Oaklie
of B Sqgn, 212 Field
Hospital (V), flourishes
the £50 award which
she received from Brig
William Hurrell, Com-
mander 49 (East)
Brigade, for recruiting
a friend into her Bee-
ston-based unit.

The scheme has
been launched by East
Midlands TAVRA.

British troops serving with SFOR,
the stabilisation force, have com-
bined with the Overseas Develop-
ment Agency to try to ensure that
the local people of the badly-lit
Sipovo area can be seen more

easily at night-time.

Capt Steve Willingham, Royal

Logistic Corps, is seen with
one of the local children demon-
strating the “Blinkies” — pedestrian  Officer of 1 Armoured Field Ambu-
reflectors which can be attached lance, was responsible for the dis-
to clothing — which mean that tribution of 30,000 of the
anyone wearing them can be seen  reflectors, said: “If they end up
by vehicles coming from either saving even one life, it will be time
direction for a distance of 200 m. and money well spent.”

-~
. ]
i &k g o S
When Capt Gary Draisey, sole Light Infantry .’__l grjf
officer at the divisional headquarters of HQ = =
MND SW in Banja Luka at the time, heard that Or '“-
members of the ~

LI's sister regiment

from Canada, Princess Patricia's Canadian
Light Infantry, were due to begin a six-month
tour in Bosnia, he was determined to give them
a warm welcome.

Gary, who has now completed a similar
tour as a member of the Shrewsbury-based
Sth battalion (a TA unit), is seen greeting
Master Cpl Grant Greenall at Coralici, where
the Canadians will be based.

‘It was great to meet some of the guys
face-to-face at last,” said Gary. “We seem to
have a lot in common with the Canadians, and
they are a great bunch.”

Steve,who, as Motor Transport
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AT FIRST I was in complete
agreement with David G Mar-
riott in his call for the Army
Cadet Force to have its own
cap badge (Feb 3).

The ACF does of course
have its own badge, so its
adoption as a cap badge would
present no problem.

Having reconsidered, I
think Mr Marriott misses the
point that the important thing
about the ACF is the cadets
and the pride they will take in
the regiment to which their
unit is affiliated.

I joined the Hampshire
Regiment as a cadet in 1945,
later going on to serve with
other regiments in England,
Australia and my present
country as a member of the
reserve in the old British
South Africa Police.

However, absolutely noth-
ing could persuade me to part
with my old Hampshire Regi-
ment cap badge. My service in
its cadet force has given me a

pride in Hampshire which
exists to this day and I have
followed the proud record of
the regiment through to its
present role as part of The
Princess of Wales’s Royal

Call for
‘J’ Force
medal

FROM 1946 to 1949 a British
Commonwealth Force from
the UK, Australia and New
Zealand formed part of the
Allied occupation force in
Japan.

In 1995 the New Zealand
Government issued a medal
with the approval of the Queen
to all NZ nationals who served
in what became known as “J”
Force.

From the UK came thou-
sands from all services — Royal
Navy, Royal Marines, Army,
Royal Air Force and Merchant
Navy (Royal Fleet Auxiliary
ships and chartered vessels car-
rying stores, ordnance and fuel).

Unless I am mistaken, no
one of UK nationality has
received the New Zealand
medal, nor has HM Govern-
ment issued a UK version. As
one who would not qualify, I
feel strongly that either the NZ
medal should be allocated or a
UK version struck for issue to
those who served, or their
next-of-kin. - M P Cocker,
Lieut RN (Retd), Cleveleys,
Lancs.
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Four  Lincolnshire  Army
cadets punch the air with joy
at news which will help their
16-strong unit at Kirton, near
Boston, achieve its goal - a fourfold increase in
membership. They had just heard that Lin-
colnshire ACF had invested £83,000 to help build
a £500,000 multi-purpose youth centre which will

Taking pride in cap

Regiment. — John Gurney,
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.

AS a 16-year-old staff sergeant
in the Merseyside Army
Cadets I would like to point

badge

out that both cadets and staff
work very hard.

As in the Regular Army,
every cadet, adult instructor
and officer earns the right to
wear their rank — it isn’t just
handed out. — Euen Cun-
ningham, Birkenhead.

TWENTY wyears ago an
attempt was made to have an
Essex ACF badge, even to the
extent of producing and issu-
ing it. It was worn for some
months but the biggest objec-
tors were the TA units to
which the various companies
were affiliated.

On another point, in 12
vears’ ACF service, during
which I too was “elevated”,
through hard work, I only ever
met one case of an individual
wearing that to which he was
not entitled.

He did nort last long in the
ACEF as the rules are very strict
indeed. - A E Walsh,
London (address supplied).

I KNOW many adult instruc-
tors in the ACF and you would
be surprised at what they are
entitled to wear but don’t, by
choice. — Mrs E F Guymer,
Huntingdon, Cambs.

® Mrs Guymer, who raised
many points covered in other let-
ters published on the subject,
urged readers (including women)
to join the ACF. — Editor

-SCENDING!

be shared with other local organisations. Worn
with pride on the cadets’ berets is the badge of
The Parachute Regiment, to which their unit is
affiliated. (See “Taking pride in cap badge”.)

Thanks due to the ‘Caley

THANK YOU for publishing
the excellent photographs of
children from Dreghorn’s pre-
nursery school and créche
(Lifestyle, Feb 17).

Your headline, “Mr Hors-
field comes up trumps” is per-
haps the opposite of “shooting
the messenger”, as the thanks
should really go to the Royal
Caledonian Schools Educa-
tional Trust.

I am writing not to complain,
but to draw the attention of
other Service organisations and
individuals to the service we are
now able to provide. The

“Caley” can consider requests
for grants and projects like the
provision of nursery equipment
at Dreghorn and can also help
with individual educational
grants for the children of Scot-
tish Servicemen and women.

More details can
obtained by writing to me. —
John Horsfield, Chief Exec-
utive, The Royal Caledon-
ian Schools Educational
Trust, Aldenham Road,
Bushey, Herts, WD2 3TS.

Sappers deserve Kenya credit

WITH reference to the feature
“Into Africa with the Black
Watch” (Feb 17), the hospital
at Nanyuki was greatly assisted
by men from 3 Troop, 34 Field
Squadron (Air Support) — sta-
tioned with 39 Engineer Regi-

ment in Cambridgeshire — and
not the REME. The troop
completed the task with deter-
mination and pride and is due
credit for a job well done. —
SSgt I M Cresswell RE,
Exercise Sailfish, BFPO 12.

Britain’s

veterans
made SO
welcome
In South

Korea

I WAS dismayed to read the
letter (Mar 3) by ex-Troop Sgt
Mallins expressing disgust at
the way veterans of the Korean
War are being treated on return-
ing to Korea on pilgrimages.

I can only assume that Mr
Mallins is not a member of the
British Korean Veterans’ Asso-
ciation, otherwise he would
have been better informed about
the travel arrangements that
exist for our veterans to re-visit
Korea at the very reasonable cost
of £528 return.

This privilege is restricted to
registered members of our asso-
ciation, and many hundreds
have been able to take advan-
tage of it, thanks to the generous
subsidising of the travel
arrangements by British Air-
ways and the Korean Veterans’
Association in Seoul.

As all my members are well
aware, the people of South
Korea are extremely generous in
their recognition and apprecia-
tion of what the United Nations
countries did for them nearly
half a century ago.

So far as the British Armed
Forces are concerned, the
friendship and hospitality of the
South Koreans is overwhelming
— almost embarrassingly so —as I
don’t believe any other besieged
country has shown such grati-
tude to its “liberators” so long
after the event.

In addition to the travel assis-
tance given by the KVA, Korean
industry has made some amaz-
ingly generous donations to the
charities of the BKVA, and the
Royal British Legion, for the
benefit not only of our veterans,
bur also descendants selected
for university scholarships.

The BKVA has 52 branches
throughout this country: Man-
chester — home of Mr Mallins —
being one of the biggest and
most active. — Maj Gen Peter
Downward, National Presi-
dent BKVA, The Mary Tudor
Tower, Windsor Castle.

Highland
Band was
‘marvellous’

| RECENTLY attended a con-
cert given by The Highland
Band of the Scottish Division
and it was marvellous to hear
again a “full-blooded” military
band rather than the truncated
ones we had until a short time
ago.

All credit must be given to
Capt David Thompson, the
band’s director of music, for
producing a band of such ver-
satility. The comedy playing of
the xylophone was wonderful. —
David Magill, Greenock, Ren-
frewshire.

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

= }i'

“It may be your old regiment’s anniversary, Bradbury,
but Rule 4 says you cannot wear it, so there . . .”

Interview with Pompey's ex-soldier football star — Pages 20-21

Mad Mitch
outstanding
commander

HEAR, HEAR S F Buckley
(Mar 3)! Lt Col Colin Mitchell
was, indeed, an outstanding
soldier and commander.

His abilities were, perhaps,
no better tested than in the
Aden campaign, when he was

= e b, He

DLSQN\ETH?NG ABOLT ) 4
A SOLPER ! (?3/ -3 __",

Woodpecker triumph, tragedy

WITH other sappers, I took
part in Operation Woodpecker
1, felling German forests to
provide timber for Britain (50
Years Ago, March 3). We used
many of the trees for piles on
which we built the Francis
bridge in Minden, the Free-
man in Dusseldorf and the
Patton in Cologne.

At the request of the Rus-
sians, Woodpecker 2 demol-
ished all defences facing east,

including pillboxes and tank
traps. We also cleared mine-
fields and it was in one of these
operations that we lost one of
our best sergeants, who received
no recognition for his bravery. —
P Beaton (ex-RE sgt), Clac-
ton-on-Sea, Essex.

obliged to balance operational
effectiveness and the welfare of
his troops with the somewhat
detached sensitivities of both
politicians and, it seems, senior
commanders.

This CO “nailed his colours
to the mast” — brought an
explosive situation under con-
trol and incidentally gained the
wide respect of an otherwise
equally detached public.

Unlike others he was not
prepared to sell his soldiers’
lives cheaply. Bold and unma-
nipulated officers such as he
win wars, not politicians or
quasi-politicians masquerad-
ing as commanders.

Although popularised by the
Press, his professional ability
and uncompromising methods

@® Points in Question and For
the Record appear in Page 32

proved too much for his supe-
riors — both military and politi-
cal — and his career foundered
as a result.

Perhaps it is not surprising
that he, apparently, became
embittered, having been “sold
out” by the establishment
which used him.

Yes, Soldier, you should
more routinely acknowledge
those who “have been a sol-
dier”, for in cases such as Lt
Col Mitchell’s, if the magazine
of the British Army does not,
who or what will record and
credit their efforts? — Stephen
Acaster, Sheffield.

I READ the letter and com-
ments on Lt Col Colin
Mitchell (March 3) with con-
siderable interest as I had the
good fortune to serve with him
in the King’s African Rifles.

It would be interesting to
know if your readers support
the view that greater recogni-
tion should be given for his
work for the Halo Trust. -
John Hall, Newcastle upon
Tyne.

Soldier welcomes letters for publication from all readers, whatever their status.
Letters must be brief, typed or written clearly and include the correspondent’s
name and address in block capitals, not necessarily for publication. Anony-
mous letters will not be considered. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the
decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to edit for length, clarity or style.
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232N t) 12 = PLENTY FOR 39 ENGINEER REGIMENT TO DO IN THEATRE TOUR

THE SWITCH from IFOR to SFOR (Sta-
bilisation Force) late last vear brought dra-
matic changes for Royal Engineers serving
in former Yugoslavia.

Initially providing general support, 39
Engineer Regiment became, on transition,
the only sapper regiment in the region, with
personnel from five other engineer units
under its command.

Regimental Headquarters assumed the
role of HQ Royal Engineers MND (SW),
with 31 Armoured Engineer Squadron,
522 Specialist Team Royal Engineers, a
detachment from 49 EOD Squadron, and
a troop from 42 Survey Engineer Group,
joining the team.

It is now one of the widest-spread groups
in theatre, with bases in Split, Tomislav-
grad, Gornji Vakuf, Sipovo, Mrkonjic Grad

" and Banja Luka.

Although 39 Regt had been busy con-
structing accommodation for units in the-
atre, the change from IFOR to SFOR
invalved the relocation of a large number of
troops. For the sappers, this meant strip-
ping out many units and rebuilding them
elsewhere.

One of the main builds is at Dalma
Warehouse, where 48 Field Squadron (Air
Support) has been putting in facilities for
450 personnel.

Earlier in the tour, a build at Jajce was
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Above - Long shot: An EOD engineerJ

| lines up his weapon, used to destroy |
explosive devices from long range

Left — Bridgehead: Chieftain bridgelayer
atop the Number 8 bridge it has just
| unloaded

nge for
Bos

completed. “We had to
provide accommodation
for up to 180 personnel,
then the task increased
to building a kitchen
and dining facilities
for 250, and also a med-
ical centre,” said one
sapper.

“Offices and ISO
containers were includ-
ed, with the plumbers
installing a sewage
treatment plant, and the
electricians the required
electrical services.”

The infantry settled
in and made themselves
at home.

At Tomislavgrad, 45
Field Support Squadron has been battling
against wintry conditions. When the
squadron arrived, its personnel set about
collecting and delivering grit needed for the
snow and ice clearance of icy roads, and
servicing vehicles.

Their efforts were focused on the route
from Glamoc to Vitarog Hill Top Site.
Thirty-four kilometres of road was cleared
of snow up to drifts of 4m or more.

The site had run out of fuel, so the three
gunners from 1 RHA who had been there

Cpl Barry Relph

o
=
8
o

Col Andy Montelle (left) hands over as CO to Lt Col Mark Hughes

for four weeks were happy to be relieved so
they catch up with the rest of their regi-
ment, which had left theatre at the end of
1ts tour.

Squadron 2iC, Capt Matthew Walton-
Knight RE said: “SSgt Best achieved his
mission in reaching the summit of Vitarog
in extreme winter conditions, although
unsuccessful attempts had been made in
previous weeks.”

Another problem being tackled is the
eight million mines distributed throughout

LCpl Potts with his pride and joy, a Hydrema excavator

Bosnia. The Mines Cell is doing its urmost
to conquer the problem of locating, mark-
ing and organising the lifting of mines.

A Mines Awareness Team, based in
Gornji Vakuf, has been working overtime
to teach as many children as possible
about the dangers posed by mines. Train
the Trainer (TTT) courses have been run
for personnel from any unit eager to learn
how to teach mines awareness within their
OWN units.

Since arriving in theatre last October,
the team has taken its vital message to
more than 4,000 children.

At Mrkonjic Grad Bus Depot, new
accommodation for the Royal Scots Dra-
goon Guards is complete. With Specialist

Team Royal Engineers (STRE) giving a
first-class design, 31 Armoured Engineer
Squadron went ahead with the task.

“A lot of the major design works tend to
be built at the end of our tour or during the
next one,” said Capt Fred Hair RE. “An
example is Perrie Bridge. Its replacement
has been designed, but they won’t be able
to build it until the spring.”  One of the
main exceptions, he added, is the Dalma
Warehouse accommodation in Split. It
took a five-man team two weeks to design
the task which will occupy two troops for
six weeks.

The sappers have completed more than
50 different design projects, and are cur-
rently working on 22 more.

Medical cuts
went too far,
say MPs

@® From Page 7
future. A choice would have to be made
between sending troops without proper medical
support or sending only the limited number of
troops who could be supported.

@ It recognised the advantages of MDHUs
operating within NHS hospitals, but effort and
funds should be concentrated to reduce disad-
vantages to military personnel, including provi-
sion on site of miltary messes and
accommodation, and leave of absence for
study, personal training and sport.

@ The decision of DCS 15 that there was no
military requirement for gynaecology or paedi-
atrics ignored the peacetime needs of women
serving in the forces. The MoD is urged to con-
sider the reinstatement of gynaecology as a uni-
form medical speciality.

The committee recommended that the Gov-
ernment implement in full the Armed Forces
Pay Review Body report on pay and pensions
for Service medical and dental officers.

“We would also support the offer of financial
incentives to staunch the haemorrhage of doc-
tors and nurses from the Defence Medical Ser-
vices,” said the MPs.

LORDS DEBATE

DCS 15 was described as “open-heart
surgery without the anaesthetic” by Lord Craig
of Radley in a Lords debate on March 5 on med-
ical provision in the Armed Forces.

Lord Carver, a former Chief of the Defence
Staff, said the normal operational requirement
had been set too low and would have to be re-
examined.

“There is no doubt the DMS are in a critical
state and urgent action is needed to remedy the
situation. Unless that action is taken quickly, we
may face a scandal like that which shocked the
nation in the Crimean War, in the first battle of
which my great-grandfather died of cholera, far
from the tender ministrations of Florence
Nightingale.”

Lord Vivian, honorary colonel to the Territor-
ial Army’s 306 Field Hospital, said the closure ot
the British Military Hospital at Rinteln in Ger-
many would make more consultants and nurses
available to fill gaps at Frimley MDHU.

He said “deplorably bad” accommodation for
single nurses at Aldershot was to be renovated.
Starting in May, ten large double rooms would
be converted into 20 single rooms.

MINIMAL FURNISHINGS

The state of that accommodation was
revealed by Baroness Strange, who said “single
nurses leaving Frimley MDHU at 10 o'clock at
night had to go to Aldershot, where they were
accommodated in rooms with minimal furnish-
ings, one small microwave but no other cooking
facilities, not even an electric kettle, or a ring; no
comfortable chairs; no television; and next to a
lavatory which was in constant use during the
night. Some of the nurses were leaving.”

Lord Bramall, another former CDS, said that
far from enhancing the front line, the defence
costs study had seriously impaired the front
line.

For the Government, Earl Howe said recruit-
ing to the DMS was generally satisfactory and
that staff shortages were manageable. He also
said the Government was confident of the med-
ical services’ ability to provide support for any
likely military deployment involving British
troops.

On morale, he noted that it “is far from being
a universal difficulty. Indeed, in many areas |
believe morale to be good and improving all the
time as the new structures settle down.”
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_PATAGONIAN ANDES . ..

BELIZE . ..

FRANCE ... NEPAL

Patagonia

Cpl Scott Elsdon (left) and Cpl
Phil Kirby, two of the seven hardy
trekkers from 21 Logistical Sup-
port Troop RLC, based in Lis-
burn, who, under the leadership
of troop commander Lt Rachel
Parr, swapped the chill winds of
Northern ireland for a three-week
stint in the mountains and glaci-
ers of the Patagonian Andes.

Funding for Exercise Yahgan
Finn came from commercial
sponsorship, the Army, their own
Logistical Support Unit, and the
team members themselves.

“We are looking forward to
being somewhere completely dif-
ferent and hopefully meeting up
with some of the local tribesmen
and women,” said Lt Parr, before
setting off.

i

Sunshine, spectacle
— and sediment S

HAVING watched his troop of
Royal Engineer apprentices
pass out, Capt Andy Reid,
AGC (ETS), boarded a plane
for Belize to spend seven weeks
as a diving instructor on a
Raleigh International expedi-
tion.

A Mexican skiff took him the
nine miles out to his new home
— Coco Plum Cay, an uninhab-
ited, kilometre-long island
consisting of mostly impene-
trable scrub vegetation.

Living on a small patch of
sand with 20 other people had
its drawbacks, and 1t was some-

SHINING
EXAMPLES

MEMBERS of HQ 20 Arm-
oured Brigade and Paderborn
Garrison took part in a week-
long skiing expedition in La
Plagne, France.

Aim of Exercise Fist Dia-
mond was to introduce novices
to downhill skiing, improve
standards and provide instruc-
tors Lt Col Philip West and
Capt Alistair Holdsworth with
an opportunity to gain addi-
tional experience, all with a
view to improving off-piste
skills for future ski-touring
expeditions.
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thing of a shock to realise that
Raleigh rations consisted pre-
dominantly of Army brown
biscuits . . .

Coco Plum Cay is located
close to Belize’s barrier reef,
the second largest in the world.
It is under threat from over-
fishing, poorly-controlled div-
ing, and from sediment created
by agricultural activities on
mainiand Belize.

The Raleigh team were there
to assess the damage being
caused by the build-up of sedi-
ment washing down the rivers
on to the shallow inner reef
boundary. Each venturer spent
three weeks on the island
before moving to another pro-
ject on the mainland.

Diving instructor Capt Andy
Reid with local boa constrictor

Air Corps reach the heights

ADVENTURE training lived
up to its name for eight mem-
bers of 5 Regiment, Army Air
Corps, on a 30-day expedition
to the dizzy heights of Nepal.

An  exhausting schedule
incorporated a nine-day kayak
and raft down the Sun Kosi
River, followed by a 21-day trek
to 18,500ft up Kalar Patar,
opposite Everest.

“Although the group had
some strong kayakers, nobody
had experienced the speed and

volume of the Himalayan riv-
ers,” explained expedition lead-
er SSgt Simon Ellis. “The river
was huge, with massive wave
trains and very long rapids,
which required a great deal of
scouting, but once we got used
to it, it was very enjoyable.”

Four team members were
forced to drop out of the trek
stage, due to altitude and accli-
matisation problems and ill-
ness, but the remaining four
reached the summit.

| Himalayas, involving high

| nel: JSMEL (S) may also be

CLIMBING ‘BOOTS’

IN October, the 1st Battalion,
The Duke of Wellington's
Regiment is planning an
expedition to the Indian

altitude trekking.
The battalion requires
JSMEL (W)-qualified person-

considered.

Enquiries to Capt Liddle,
1 DWR, Weeton Barracks,
Preston, Lancs PR4 3JQ, Mil |
exl 734.

Sgt Andy Condon of British Gurkhas Nepal
crosses one of the many rivers in the far
west of the country as he takes partin Exer-
cise Terai Challenge. Aim of the exercise —

P
Exercise

% rera\ Cha”onge 97

Jarrey Aong

Roaol of the Workd

described as “a journey along the floor of
the roof of the world”
Terai region by mountain bike.

The 1,025km was completed in five days,

— was to cross the

with Andy and three other cyclists under-
taking 20-minute relays from dawn to dusk
and raising £2,000 for the Gurkha Welfare
Trust and another charity.

Light Dragoons trek to find sister regiment

TAKING advantage of the
fact that, following intense
operational activity in former
Yugoslavia, the Light Dra-
goons were a complete regi-
ment in the same place for the
first time for several years, Maj
Robert Polley, B Sqguadron
commander, organised and
led an eight-man expedition,
Exercise Khumbu Diamond,
to Nepal.

The intention was to trek
towards the Everest base camp
and in the Annapurna range
before travelling to India to
visit Skinner’s Horse, a cavalry
regiment with which the Light
Dragoons have an affiliation.

After two days’ acclimatisa-
tion, the team flew to Pokhara
in the Everest foothills, begin-
ning their tek at 2,800m.
Walking for eight days, they
reached the highest point of
the expedition (5,400m), from
where they had remarkable
views of Everest.

When several of the group
began to suffer from head-
aches, nausea and other alti-

tude-related problems, a deci-
sion to descend was made.
Further travels by foot and

plane took them to Kathman-
du and Ghorepani, where early
morning gave the best views of

Left — Members of Exercise
Khumbu Diamond at the peak
of Cokyo Ri, with Mt Everest in
the background

the Annapurna range. Then it
was on by train from Delhi to
Patankot, where Skinner’s
Horse is based. Their hosts
laid on a programme which
included a display of T72,
BMP and T55 armoured vehi-
cles, live-firing and the oppor-
tunity to drive the unit’s main
battle tanks.

Having been comprehen-
sively beaten at basketball and
volleyball, the Light Dragoons
attended an enormous barra
khana (dinner) held in their
honour,

@ The Light Dragoons are
looking for people to join
Darkest Diamond, an adven-
furous training exercise o
Kenya and Tanzania from July
1-23.  Details from Capt
Robinson on Hohne Mil 2440.
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‘WITHOUT THE ARMY | WOULDN’T BE WHERE | AM NOW’ SAYS THE LATEST KHAKI RECRUIT TO SOCCER’S BIG TIME

PRIVATE LEE BRADBURY was
following an historic and well-
trodden path when he left the
Army to become a professional
footballer in 1995.

Recent examples now play-
ing in the Premiership are Guy
Whittingham - who scored 47
goals in one spectacular
season with Portsmouth and is
now with Sheffield Wednesday
— and former REME, Army and
Combined Services goalkeeper

THE FULL MONTY

Maiki Taylor, signed by Graeme
Souness for Southampton from
Barnet this season.

In the Nationwide League,
former RAOC man Phil Stant
found his way on to Lincoln’s
books, while Justin Whittle (28
Engr Regt), formerly with Celtic,
is at Stoke and Steve Butler
(REME) with Gillingham.

Army FA secretary Maj Terry
Knight had no hesitation in esti-
mating Bradbury’s potential
with six telling words: “He’s the
best of the bunch.”

The 21-year-old is the latest
in a long line of players with a
military and naval background
to play for Portsmouth.

It could even be argued that

the club was once made up
entirely of soldiers - its forerun-
ner was Royal Artillery (Ports-
mouth), beaten by Bishop
Auckland in the English Ama-
teur Cup final in 1896.

But apart from staff who don-
ned uniform in wartime or did
National Service, the club’s
most illustrious military link was
the president it elected in March
1944 - General (later Field Mar-
shal Viscount) Montgomery.

Local boy sol
mailtes good

ON SUNDAY mornings ex-soldier Lee
Bradbury likes nothing better than to go
along and watch his local pub football team
in the Isle of Wight.

Like his father Mick, he used to play for
the Painter’s Arms in Cowes. Some of his
35 cousins still do. Now Lee manages the
side and is proud that they are riding high
in the league.

Not a bad achievement for a 21-year-
old, but a far cry, you might think, from the
hopes of the football-crazy youngster who
dreamt of playing in the Premiership and
treading Wembley’s hallowed turf.

You would be wrong. The reason the
former infantry private no longer turns out
for the Painter’s Arms himself is that on
Saturdays he is playing in the Nationwide
League First Division, wearing the royal
blue Number 9 shirt of Portsmouth.
Watched, no doubt, by a horde of cousins,
pals from his old regiment, his girlfriend
Hayley and thousands of fans from
Pompey’s “Blue Army”.

Not so very long ago Private
Bradbury, a light weapon sup-
port gunner, was on duty with
the 1st Battalion, The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment in
Northern Ireland.

Now he is Pompey’s leading
goalscorer as the club, bought
recently by former England
coach Terry Venables, makes a
bid for the First Division promo-
ton play-offs.

In February Lee gave his
growing reputation an interna-
tional dimension when he played
for the Nationwide League’s
under-21 side which drew 1-1
with an Italian Serie B eleven at
the Sampdoria stadium in
Genoa.

Off the pitch, this most unas-
suming of burgeoning soccer
stars keeps his valuable feet &
firmly on the ground.

Like many other lads, Lee
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Lee Bradbury

talks to Chris Horrocks

harboured hopes of becoming a profession-
al footballer from an early age. His sporting
ambitions, and fate, led him into the Army
as a boy soldier as he turned 16 in July,
1991.

“I left school one Friday and joined up
on the Monday,” he recalled as he relaxed
in a seat on the terraces at Fratton Park,
Pompey’s famous ground.

“In the Isle of Wight there were no real
job prospects. I always wanted to be a foot-
baller and I was told the Army exploited
sporting potential, which it does. I played a
lot of football in the Army and was well on
the way to becoming a PT1.”

After his initial training at Sir John
Moore Barracks, Folkestone, he went to

Shaping up: Bradbury goes round Sheffield United’s Roger Nilsen at
Fratton Park earlier this month. His shot hit the post and rolled out

Colchester to join the Royal Hampshire
Regiment, later to amalgamate with The
Queen’s Regiment to become the PWRR.

Duty took him twice to Northern Ire-
land and more recently, when he scored a
classic solo goal in Portsmouth’s 3-0 win at
Birmingham, his service in the Province
gave the national sportswriters a fresh angle
on a soccer report.

“I’'d go home thinking I was lucky to be
alive”, quoted The Sun. “Bradbury soldiers
on with no fear”, the Express punned.

The headline-maker shrugged it all off

with a smile. “It didn’t happen quite as they
described it,” he said in a typically self-
effacing moment. “It was slightly exagger-
ated. We did have one or two memorable
experiences in Northern Ireland, as you
would expect over a couple of years.”

Lee shows a similar reluctance to crow
about his footballing achievements. His
phrase “a lot of football” meant, in time,
being selected for his regiment, the
Infantry, the Army youth and
senior sides, and Combined
Services.

He doesn’t remember how
many times he played or the
number of goals he scored — “I
don’t know, I didn’t count.”

(A check with the Army FA
reveals that Bradbury was on the
scoresheet 15 times in 16 app-
earances for the Army seniors in
1994-95, In the same season, as
one of the permissible over-age
players in the youth team, he hit
nine goals in seven games. And
then there was his hat-trick for
Combined Services Youth
against the FA Youth. . .)

If modesty blurs Lee’s statis-
tical memory, two events do
come to his mind. The first was
a two-week tour of Hong Kong
with an Infantry soccer side in
April-May 1994,

“We had to train at 8 o’clock
in the morning because the tem-

Picture: Mike Walker

You're in the Blue Army now: Lee Bradbury catches up with the news on the terrace at Fratton Park. It was full for the visit of Chelsea on March 9

peratures later in the day reached 100-
plus. But we won all our games, so we
couldn’t really moan.” (Lee scored five
goals in three matches.)

The other was the day that proved a
turning-point in his life.

“] was serving in Northern Ireland
and came over to the mainland with the
1 PWRR football team to play local sides
in Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight.

“We were being shown around Frat-
ton Park and Dutchy Holland, Pompey’s
youth development officer, was tipped off
that there was a player worth taking a look
at.

“As a result I was given a trial. I joined
Pompey in pre-season training for a couple
of weeks and I did all right because of my
Army fitness. A couple of weeks later I was
invited to go on a three-match pre-season
tour with them in Scotland.”

For once Lee’s powers of recollection
were as sharp as his shooting. “I came on as
a sub in each game and scored three goals.
At the end of the tour they offered me a
contract.”

The Bradbury initiation was tough but a
loan spell with Exeter, plus help from
Pompey manager Terry Fenwick and chair-
man Terry Venables, honed the natural
talent and built on the solid foundations
provided by the years in uniform.

“The discipline the Army taught me and
the fitness it gave me were crucial,” Lee
said. “Most of the Army training, for exam-
ple, involves stamina, long runs with
weights — particularly in the Infantry. We
did some short, sharp stuff but a soldier’s
overall fitness is just so much better than
the average person’s.

“Everything counts, really — just the
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was lucky to be alwe

: Hero Lee suffered Army hell :
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whole Army upbringing. It teaches you to
respect people and things. It has helped me
along a lot. In fact, without the Army I
wouldn’t be where I am now.”

Ask Lee to name some of the military
influences on his soccer career and he reels

Head and shoulders above the rest: Brad-
bury in his Army days, playing in midfield at
Aldershot in October, 1994

off a whole list of “credits” but has a par-
ticular word for the late Col Stan Goold,
who encouraged him as a youth player;

[th Maj Mike Crowe, who led the Infantry

soccer tour to Hong Kong in 1994; AFA
secretary Maj Terry Knight; and Sgt
Richie Bell, R Sigs, who was coach with
the 1 PWRR team on its visit to Fratton
Park.

Did he have a message for young soldiers

or porential recruits?
“Yes. If, like me, you want to play foot-
ball or sport in general but haven’t had the
chance, the Army will give you the same
opportunity as I had.

“If you are particularly good at sport
they will exploit that potential. It has
worked well for me.”

As Lee talked, he had scored 12 goals
and the prospect of a televised FA Cup
quarter-final at home to Chelsea was beck-
oning. The empty ground in which he sat
for his interview would be packed to capac-
ity. The “dream” of realising his ambition
to play at Wembley was making his stom-
ach churn.

But on this occasion it was not to be;
Chelsea went through, 4-1 victors.

And the unpretentious ex-infantryman
from Cowes proved that his achievements
in one season were not going to his head
when he was told that a fellow professional,
commenting on the radio on his winning
goal in the FA Cup at Leeds, had valued
him at £2 million.

It was as if he had been compared to
Pele, Bobby Charlton or Alan Shearer. The
coy smile and flickering eyes betrayed mild
embarrassment.

“Really?” he asked, quietly. “I don’t
know about that.. . .”
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X't [¢ S ROVAL ARTILLERY KEEPS AN UNEASY PEACE IN NICOSIA’S DANGER ZONE

WHEN THE gunners of 32 Regiment,
Royal Artillery deployed to the sunny holi-
day island of Cyprus for a six-month tour of
United Nations peace-keeping along the
Green Line separating Turkish and Greek
communities, the last thing they expected
was Snow.

But they were soon experiencing the
record-breaking low temperatures which hit
the Mediterranean region this winter, with
Larnaca reporting its first snowfall since
1952.

Two-hour stags in the small hours of a
lonely, drafty and desolate observation post
can test the best of sentries, vet this is the
task that consumes most of the soldiers’
duty hours.

If they are not in the OPs, then the
chances are that they will be patrolling the
deserted Buffer Zone.

Sector Two, which includes the segregat-
ed city of Nicosia, is the most active — and
the narrowest part of the entire demarcation
line. Across it, up to 14,000 opposing forces
are literally face to face. In places the “corri-
dor” is a mere five metres wide . . . with the
UN soldiers in the middle to monitor viola-
tions of the cease-fire agreements.

If the soldiers see rules broken they try to

Above — Gnr Mark Ellerington (left) and Gnr Dave

Swain in the diplomatic area of Nicosia within Sector
Two. Inset — LBdr Gareth Stubbs uses a combat
weapon sight to observe activity along the Green
Line during a night patrol in Nicosia

Left = Cfn Ben Angell (left) and Cfn Mark Liewelyn on
patrol in the deserted streets of divided Nicosia
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track targets with MSTAR radar

Right — Sgt Guido Bott, a troop sergeant from Liri Troop,
replaces minefield signs during a routine patrol

Troops of 32 Regiment have established
excellent relations with their opposite num-
bers on both sides of the Green Line, and
many disputes have been worked out quick-

e el L nepon: pennis sarmes g LU
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handling crisis situations, P The Larkhill-based regi-

most problems are resolved rapidly. More
serious  transgressions are chased-up
through the chain of command. Violations
range from verbal abuse to stone-throwing.
The strengthening of positions and new
buildings are prohibited.

It can be a dangerous place: latest record-
ed shooting was logged in February.
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ment assumed operational control of its
Cyprus sector on December 8, settling into a
new base in Nicosia. Its more familiar role is
to provide depth of fire with its Multiple
Launch Rocket System (MLRS).
Commanding officer L.t Col Bob Eggar
said: “Although it is a change of role for us,
all soldiers are capable of carrying out the

Above — Gnr Richard Lewis of Bengal Troop uses convention-
al binoculars to keep an eye on the Buffer Zone. He can also

basic infantry roles of peace-keeping.” The
regiment deployed 370 of its total strength
of 575 to Cyprus. It is augmented by sol-
diers from 12 Regiment RA, REME and the
Gurkhas.

Sector Two is divided into four patrol
areas: Bengal in the west and Ortona, City
and Liri in the east. Each troop is responsi-
ble for observing and patrolling its own
sector.

Nothing has changed within the Buffer
Zone since it was established in 1974 when a
cease-fire ended the war between Greek
Cypriots and Turks. Long-deserted build-
ings, riddled with shell and mortar holes, are

collapsing from neglect. No glass is left in
the windows, and machinery and personal
items of clothing lie where they were left 23
years ago.

Gunners patrol past a shoe resting on
newspapers which have photographs of
Archbishop Makarios on the front page.
Abandoned vehicles remain where they were
when the ignition was turned off two
decades ago.

One of the most infamous landmarks in
the sector is the so-called “journalist’s car”, a
faded yellow Renault beneath what are now
opposing observation posts. The driver’s
door is wide open, left that way after the

T il

occupant, a journalist, had been shot dead
and his body pulled out. Bullet holes the
length of the car bear testimony to what hap-
pened. Plants grow through the coachwork.

Forces of nature are also at work in the
city’s former diplomatic quarter. Magnifi-
cent architecture is obscured by trees and
bushes grown rampant from untended gar-
dens. Falling masonry and tiles present an
occasional danger. Unsafe floors, gaping
holes in ceilings and roofs, all have to be
patrolled and watched.

A village booby-trapped by departing sol-
diers is wired off. No one has trod its streets
since the deadly charges were placed.

LBdr Duffy leads a patrol through the derelict French Embassy building in the diplomatic quarter

Pigeon droppings under one building’s
eaves are piled to a depth of two feet. Patrols
walk past at night, alert to the howling of
wild dogs and the chatter of guards behind
the opposing bastions.

Life of the Line can be tedious: the rou-
tine of stag on, stag off has to be broken. For
British soldiers on United Nations duty,
adventurous training provides an interlude.
Most batteries have brought mountain bikes
with them.

But even when they are off duty, the sol-
diers keep their UN baseball caps on . . . to
identify themselves to the guards on either
side of the wire.
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FROM NORTH AFRICA TO KENYA, TROOPS RAISE MONEY FOR CHARITY

Concrete progress: Spr Michael Oldfield of 11 Fd Sgn RE gets a help-

ing hand from Muno, a child at the Nanyuki orphanage in Kenya

‘Orphan’

RIPPON-based sappers of 11
Field Squadron, 38 Engineer
Regiment re-wired and re-
roofed an orphanage while on
exercise with the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Scots in Kenya.
They also constructed a lavato-
ry block with plumbed-in sani-
tation.

Nearly 150 children live in
primitive conditions at the

running

home in Nanyuki, close to
main base camp occupied by
the British soldiers.

The sappers were joined by
many of the Jocks, who spent
free time helping and playing
with the orphans.

Many “hand-outs” of sweets
and biscuits from troops’
ration packs also brought
smiles to the young faces.

Big push
by Paras
pays off
for Dover
hospital

FIFTEEN soldiers from the
3rd Battalion, The Para-
chute Regiment went “push-
about” to raise money for
Buckland Hospital in Dover.

The Paras borrowed a bed
from the hospital, guided it
down a steep hill from their
Connaught Barracks into the
centre of town, and collected
£1,170 from people on the
streets.

Cpl Russell Foulkes, one of
the organisers, said there had
been a terrific response to the
stunt. The paras were amazed
at the generosity of those who
contributed.

Some of the money will be
used to makc WO rooms more
homely, and an additional bed

will allow a partner to stay
overnight with a patient.
d O 4Jd

Cadets from Rowallan
Company, RMA Sandhurst,
got nowhere in a hurry . . . for
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Sole sand: Capt Martin Newn-
han shakes his running shoes
after training on a beach for a
marathon in the Sahara desert

the best possible reasons. They
cycled, rowed and ran their
way from Land’s End to John
O’Groat’s — without leaving
the Academy grounds.

Their “going nowhere fast”
triathlon, which included run-
ning the RMA Basic Fitness
Test circuit, was completed on
a set of static cycles and rowing
machines.

But all the effort was worth it
in the end when the company
found it had raised more than
£1,600 in sponsorship for
Children in Need.

d O 0

A 2,000-km relay run from
Bosnia to their base in Kent by
soldiers of 61 Field Support
Squadron RE raised £15,000
for the Army Benevolent Fund
and Maidstone Hospice. The
run commemorated the 80th
anniversary of the battle of the
Somme.

[ S |

Service teams are being
sought by the Royal Star and
Garter Home, Richmond, to
commit themselves to two
unusual fund-raising events
planned within the Arctic
Circle in September.

The options are a 100km
trek or an off-road bike ride
and white-water rafting. Con-
tact the home’s Fund-raising
Department, Richmond, Surrey
TWI10 6RR (tel 0181-940
1351) for more details.

DUNES are dunes, whether
they appear on a Northern Ire-
land beach or in the middle of
the Sahara desert, which
explains why a team of soldiers
from the 5th (Co London-
derry) Battalion, The Royal
Irish Regiment spent weeks
pounding their way along the

Going nowhere: Cadet Nicholas
Jones completes his static
cycle leg during the Rowallan
Company triathlon which raised
£1,600 for Children in Need

Lt Col Julian Brook-Fox (right),
commanding the Driving and
Maintenance School at Bov-
ington, and event organiser
SSgt David Ashmore hold a
cheque for £212 before pre-

Liver Disease Foundation.

senting it to Mrs Jane Witts of the Children’s

The Royal Engineer Detachment at the D and
M School, led by Maj Mark Sullivan, the OC, com-
pleted a sponsored walk for young Mitchell

Witts, who suffers from a liver disease. Mitchell,
overcome by shyness in the picture above, was
accompanied by his aunt and uncle, Jane and
Geoffrey Witts. Geoffrey is # Territorial Army
sergeant in Reading-based 2 RGBW.

GCARINGrATRMYS

lovely coastline which borders
the Magilligan training range.

They were preparing to
compete in one of the world’s
most exotic — and gruelling -
long-distance endurance races,
the Marathon des Sables.

The 145-mile foot race is
staged over six days on a course
marked out in the Sahara.
Runners have to contend with
dunes and rocky outcrops.

Training on the ranges was
ideal, apart from the fact that
the temperature was consider-
ably colder than anything they
will experience in Africa.

Led by Capt Martin Newn-
han, the runners will be raising
money for Chest, Heart and
Stroke, a Northern Ireland-
based charity, and hoping to
complete the marathon safely.

Capt Newnhan, on a short-
service commission with the
5th Battalion, is a social worker
in civvy street.

Others in the squad, from
which three will compete, were
LCpl David McFarland and
Ptes Jeremy Martin and Andy
Marshall.
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Welch
acquire
links with
Nelson
sea battle

A MILITARY coat and medal of
historic importance to the Welch
Regiment have been loaned to its
museum in Cardiff Castle in time
for the 200th anniversary of the
Battle of Cape St Vincent.

Regimental links with the naval
battle are strong: the 69th Foot
(later to become the 2nd Battalion,
The Welch Regiment) spent the
early part of its existence serving
as marines with the Fleet.

On February 14, 1797, Pte
Samuel Chadwick was on board
HMS Britannia off Cape St Vincent
when Sir John Jervis defeated the
Spanish in a battle turned by the
brilliance of Heratio Nelson.

The bravery of the 69th Foot in

Jf" /

Lt Bryn Owen RN (Retd), curator of the Welch Regiment Museum,

with the coat worn by CSgt Samuel Chadwick of the 69th Foot in 1817

boarding Spanish ships during the
close-quarter fighting inspired by
Nelson was rewarded in 1891
when Queen Victoria gave the 2nd
Battalion permission to display the
battle honour “St Vincent” on its
Colours.

Fifty years later CSgt Samuel

From Army, the newspaper for Australian
soldiers: Several familiar items of uniform,
including the Howard Green pullover, great-
coat, battledress and square-ended woollen
tie, have been consigned to history with the
introduction of new regulations. There are
also new rules on the wearing of rank, skill
and trade badges.

An occasional look at the journals of other armies ]

OPTIONS
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Chadwick was one of only two sur-
vivors to receive the retrospective
award of a naval general service
medal with the clasp “St Vincent”.

His coat and medal, preserved
and passed down by his family,
are now in the museum, which has
an option to buy them.

d The popular lunchtime
talks put on by the National
Army Museum in Chelsea run
until May 1, when the colourful
career of Royalist turncoat Gen
George Monck, later one of
Cromwell’s best commanders,
will be examined. For details of
the 40-minute Thursday talks,
ring 0171-730 0717.

Picture: South Wales Echo

L51)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, March 1947

PETROL POINT

Out of red ruin, the British
Army has rebuilt the great
petrol depot at Pet Haven on
the River Elbe. It now fills the
tanks of almost every British
vehicle and aeraplane in Ger-
many and Austria.

A hundred of the 200 stor-
age tanks wrecked by the
RAF are whole again. If Pet
Haven failed, tens of thou-
sands of vehicles would be
stranded across the best part
of a continent, and hundreds
of planes would be grounded.

725YEARS AGO

From Soldier, March 1972

“I think it only fair to warn you
.. . back in '44 | wiped out a
whole battalion of you lot.”

A SOLDIER who survived the
carnage of the Somme battlefield
celebrated his 100th birthday in
Portsmouth last month.

George Louth was an 18-year-
old with the 15th (Portsmouth)

ment when massed
ranks of infantry
attacked well-pre-
pared and defended
German positions
along the Somme
onJuly 1, 1915.

By nightfall there
were 57,470 British
casualties.  Four-
teen days later
another futile attack
resulted in further
horrendous casual-
ties: only 65 men in
George’s battalion
survived.

But survive he
did, only to be sent
back into the front
line the following
month. By this time he was par-
tially deaf from the constant noise
of the artillery barrages. During a

Battalion, The Hampshire Regi-

George (100) of the
Somme soldiers on

lull in the fighting he was loaned
to 250 Tunnelling Company near
Delville Wood.

He was eventually sent back to
the regiment's headquarters in
Winchester and posted to the
Labour Corps to pioneer tractor-

= driving and plough-
ing on farms in
Dorset. During the
Second World War
he joined the Home
Guard of the Dorset
Regiment.

Despite his years,
George (pictured)
lives on his own
near Portsmouth,
and gives lectures
to local schools. He
is a keen photogra-
pher.

Now the oldest
member of the
Royal Hampshire
Regiment  Com-
rades Association,
he was wined and

dined on his birthday in the offi-
cers’ mess at Portsmouth's Con-

naught Drill Hall.

A brotherhood of

Falklands veterans

SERVICEMEN who fought to lib-
erate the Falklands in 1982 are to
have their own support group, with
the active assistance of senior offi-
cers involved in the conflict.

On April 2, the South Atlantic
Medal Association 1982 (SAMA
82) will come into existence “to
maintain and promote a sense of
pride and comradeship among all
veterans of the campaign”.

Its aims are keep the 30,000 or
so medal-winners in touch, main-
tain contacts with welfare organi-
sations so that hardship cases can
be helped, and to re-establish
links with the people of the Falk-
land Islands.

Man behind the project, former
3 Para lance corporal Denzil Con-
nick, lost a leg during the battle for
Mount Longdon. He took the idea
for a veterans’ group to his '82
commanding officer, now Lt Gen
Sir Hew Pike, who suggested
expanding the initiative.

A steering group was formed
under former naval surgeon Dr
Rick Jolly, commander of the field
hospital at Ajax Bay.

He and Denzil Connick will be
the first chairman and secretary.
Others on the executive commit-
tee are Maj Tony Davies, RSM of 1
WG in 1982; Mrs Sara Jones,
widow of Lt Col H Jones VC; Maj
Gen Julian Thompson, who led 3
Commando Brigade; and journal-
ist Robert Fox.

Four grades of membership are
available: full, for those with the

RGJ Association (W Midlands
Branch): Social evening planned
on April 18. Former and present
RGJ personnel welcome. Details
from P J Knight on 0121 427 7758.

Immatures: 50th reunion of 249
(Berks RHA) AA Bty RA planned
for April 24. Details from E M Ful-
brook, 1 Buxton Avenue, Cave-
sham Heights, Reading, Berks
RG4 7BT (tel 01734 473320).

1st/4th/7th Royal Tank Regi-
ments: Reunion, St John’s Swal-
low Hotel, Solihull, April 25-57.
Ring G Bourne on 01752 880527
or R Rathmell on 01752 893495.

Rifle Brigade and 3rd RGJ Band
and Bugle Club: 20th anniver-
sary May 3-4. Members are asked
to return cards by March 31.
Details: Kevin Freemantle, 22
Owslebury Grove, Havant, Hants
PO9 5HR (tel 01705 38660).

201 (RCZ) (V) REME: 26th
reunion, May 9-10, at Chesford
Grange Hotel, Kenilworth, Warks.

South Atlantic Medal
associate, for next of kin of those
who died; island, for Falklanders;
and honorary, to be conferred by
SAMAS82.

First honorary member is Lt Col
(Retd) Simon Brewis of the Army
Benevolent Fund. Commanding
officer of Para Depot during the
war, and secretary of the now dis-
banded South Atlantic Fund, he
provided great encouragement for
the formation of the association.

Further details from the secre-
tary at PO Box 82, Blackwood,
Gwent NP2 OYE.

@ A Falklands reunion is to be

Details: Maj Ron Smith, 6 St
John’s Place, Waterloo, Liverpool
(tel 0151-928 4493).

Middlesex Regiment (DCO):
Annual reunion at the Victory Ser-
vices Club, London W2, on May
10. Details: Ron Morris, 38 Traps
Lane, New Malden, Surrey KT3
4SA (tel 0181-949 7605).

Battersea Army Cadets (1942-
97): Reunion planned for May 17
at the Drill Hall, Battersea. Details
from John McNeil, Army Cadet
League, 27 St John's Hill, Clap-
ham Junction, London SW11 1TT.

Squadron RCT who served from
Singapore 1969 to Browndown
1973 are sought for a possible
reunion. Contact A R Smith (ex-
Cpl, MT Section), 67 Langham
Drive, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex
CO16 7AG (tel 01255 474919).

Rodger Williams (ex-Sgt) wishes

(1982);

Members of 200 Hovercraft Trials 7

held in Gosport, Hants on June
14, Details from PO Box 47,
Gosport, Hants PO13 0AR.

U Producers of a BBC
Radio 2 programme on
National Service were so
overwhelmed after
appealing in Soldier for
memories that they have
written to thank all who
responded. “Sorry if we
were unable to contact
you all,” they say. The
programme, “Stand at
Ease”, is to be broadcast
on April 8 at 2130 hours.

56 Signal Squadron (V): Reunion
dinner at Eastbourne on Oct 4.
Details: PSAQO, Territorial Army
Centre, Seaside, Eastbourne, E
Sussex BN22 7NL (tel 01323
728116).

Infantry Boys/Junior Leaders’
Battalion: Third annual reunion
dinner, Oct 18, at 5 RGJ Training
Centre, Milton Keynes, for former
boys/junior leaders who served at
Tuxford, Harrogate, Plymouth and
Oswestry. For details send sae to
Howard Johnson, 35 Maes-y-Sarn
Pentyrch, Cardiff CF4 8QQ or tel
01222 891274.

to contact members of All Arms

Drill T and AVR No 14, Oct 16-
29, 1977, particularly members of
the squad under Sgt P Brayn,
Coldm Gds. Others on the course
included SSgt G Garton, R
Anglians, Sgt K Bussingham, Sgt
A Wilson and WQ2 Todhunter.
Replies to 386 Willington Street,
Maidstone, Kent ME15 8HJ.

Below: The people
behind SAMAS82:
from left are Maj Gen
Julian Thompson, Dr
Rick Jolly, Lt Gen Sir
Hew Pike, Denzil
Connick, Sara
Jones, Maj Tony
Davies and Lt Col
Simon Brewis

APRIL

26: British Model Soldier Soci-
ety annual show, New Con-
naught Rooms, Great Queen
Street, Holborn, London.

MAY

24-26: Overlord historic military
vehicle show, Longmoor Camp,
Liphook, Hants.

JUNE

4-5: Floodlit Beating Retreat,
Massed Bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards, 9.30pm.
Tickets on 0171-839 5323.

14: Queen’s Birthday Parade, F
Coy Scots Guards, Horse Guards
(Major General's Review, May
31; Colonel’s Review, June 7).
21: Sherborne Military Tattoo,
Sherborne Castle, Dorset, in aid
of Poppy Appeal and Army
Benevolent Fund. Includes dis-
plays by White Helmets, PWRR
freefall team, D and D Band,
QGR Pipes and Drums, 9 Para
Sgn RE, AAC helicopters.
28-29: Victorian Military Society
celebration of Queen Victoria's
Diamond Jubilee, Historic Dock-
yard, Chatham.

JULY

15-27: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court. Tickets: 0171-244 0244,
SEPTEMBER

6-7: Berwick Military Tattoo, The
Barracks, Berwick-upon-Tweed.
Proceeds to Service charities.
13-15: Military Survey 250th
anniversary weekend, Hermitage.
OCTOBER

24: RBL Isle of Thanet Festival
of Remembrance. Tickets avail-
able on 01843 292882.

@ 7o include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

Picture: Kevin Capon
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Nothing new in
world of deceit

IT IS a very long time since
Joshua sought divine inspira-
tion to capture Jericho and was
told to use deception.

More than likely, the citizens
were lulled into a false sense of
security by the Israelites’ daily
march round the city walls.
When eventually the priests
blew their trumpets on the sev-
enth day, the walls were virtually
unmanned and easily breached.

In The Art of Military Decep-
tion, Mark Lloyd demonstrates
that the “art” is as old as war-
fare itself.

We learn how, in 1415, the
French allowed themselves to
be lured into bloody defeat at
Agincourt, giving battle to an
“inferior” English force in a
muddy field of the latter’s
choosing.

It would be unfair to say the
French are slow to learn, but
more than 450 vears later they
paid a terrible price when they
under-estimated the enemy,
allowing Bismarck to lure them
into declaring war on Prussia.

“When generals fail to learn
the lessons of the past,” says
Lloyd, “history surely repeats
itself.”

The reader is taken back to
the ancient writings of Sun
Tzu, the Chinese tactician who
practised the art of deception
to devastating effect.

In 205 BC Han Xin adopted
the principles of Sun Tzu when
forcing a crossing of the Yellow
River. Han Xin selected an
obvious crossing point and

made no secret of his plans to
set up a bridgehead there.

Once the enemy was com-
mitted to defend the area, he
moved most of his forces to an
alternative point where he met
no resistance. The enemy was
then defeated from the rear.

A similar ploy was used by
the Allies in 1944 when they
convinced the Germans that
the main invasion would take

The Art of Military Deception
by Mark Lloyd. Leo Cooper Pen &
Sword Books, £16.95.

place in the Pas de Calais area,
not the Normandy beaches.

Such trickery can, of course,
backfire.

The author describes how, in
1916, during the Battle of the
Somme, a rumour of a planned
British seaborne invasion on
the Belgian coast was deliber-
ately spread, resulting in thou-
sands of German troops being
moved to coastal defensive
positions. This caused an inva-
sion scare in London . . .

This book is interesting as a
chronicle of errors. Apropos of
Vietnam, Mark Llovd writes:
“Had the United States and its
senior military advisers shown
more respect for the enemy,
accepted the advice willingly
offered by the French and the
British . . . the United States’
losses in the most fruitless war
in history might have been
halved.”

American self-deceit in Viet-

nam, “when the US failed to
differentiate between technol-
ogy and ability . . .” carries a
theme which is developed in
the historical chapters of the
book concerned with Britain as
an imperial power failing to
appreciate the worth of a
colony or former colony.

The world of “Psy Ops”, or
Psychological Operations, pro-
vides another interesting area
explored by the author. Of par-
ticular interest is the section
devoted to Soviet exploitation
of Psy Ops techniques.

The story of undercover
agent Leslie Howard’s involve-
ment in a secret mission,
resulting sadly in the death of
this suave and most English of
actors when his plane was shot
down over the Bay of Biscay,
deserves more detail.

However, Lloyd compen-
sates by providing an excellent
account of the capture of the
railway bridge at Gennep by
the Germans on May 9, 1940,

To be recommended as a
very good read, The Art of Mil-
wrary Deception leaves us to
ponder the  perceptively-
framed truth that “. . . the
working masses must first be
deceived into a frenzy” if war is
to be carried to its full poten-
tial.

They must come to believe
“that  their  government’s
enemy is their enemy and that
his defear is worth dying for”.
Surely the most awesome of all
deceptions. — BJ

| spy with
my little

eye in the
sky

ALTHOUGH the Cold War is
long over, spies, it seems, are
still thick on the ground.

Michael Smith, a reporter
on the Daily Télegraph, tells in
New Cloak, Old Dagger what
went on in M15, M16, the
Defence Intelligence Staff and
GCHQ during the Cold War
years and what, allegedly, goes
on today.

Britain’s spies, it appears,

New Cloak, Old Dagger by
Michael Smith. Gollancz, hard-
back, £20.

are as active as ever, although
their role has largely been over-
taken by technology. If spies in
the skies keep an electronic eye
on things on the ground, why
bother with human agents?

The author claims the threat
is as dangerous as ever and the
need for top-class security ser-
vices is still as great.

Quotes from President Clin-
ton and Defence Secretary
Michael Portillo lend support.

The President said of sug-
gested cuts in the CIA: “I
believe making deep cuts in
intelligence in peacetime is
comparable to cancelling vour
health insurance when you are
feeling fine.”

Mr Portillo described intelli-
gence as “a critical tool of
Defence. We shall need to pre-
dict crises, and if the unexpect-
ed happens we will need to
know speedily who did what.”
-M
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Advance towards Gaza, March 26, 1917. This water-colo

R Py
ur b!

y Joan Wanklyn depicts the appallin

g “going”

as the batteries of 270 Brigade approached the Gaza battlefield . . . deep sand and steep-sided wadis. The
illustration is taken from the cover of The Hertfordshire Batteries, Royal Field Artillery

Part-time gunners
recalled with pride

THE first of four planned illus-
trated volumes, relating the
history of yeomanry and
artillery units raised in Hert-
fordshire, covered 126 years
from 1794 to 1920.

Now, Lt Col | D Sainsbury
has produced the second of the
four with The Hertfordshire Bat-
teries, Roval Field Arnillery.

This volume, though, covers
just 12 years from 1908 to
1920 and tells specifically the
stories of the 1st and 2nd Hert-
fordshire Batteries, based at St
Albans and Watford, and the
1st Northamptonshire Battery
from Peterborough.

Well illustrated on high-
grade art paper and full of fac-
tual information about the

Days of

THERE are few jobs — if any —
that a woman cannot do as well
as a man, as two world wars
have proved. Then, however,
as now, equality was not always
practised, as Vee Robinson
reveals in Sisters in Arms.

Vee, aged 18, volunteered
for the ATS in 1942, transfer-
ring to the Royal Artillery and
a mixed heavy anti-aircraft bat-

The Hertfordshire Batteries, Royal
Field Artillery by Lt Col J D Sains-
bury. Published by Hart Books,
(Welwyn), for the Hertfordshire Yeo-
manry and Artillery Historical Trust.
Large-format paperback, £14. 95.

guns and ammunition used by
the batteries, the book covers
the build-up and training pre-
1914, their departure to
France in late 1915 and their
arrival in February, 1016 at
Suez, where they stayed in
static defences for abourt a year.
From there they took part in
the first two battles for Gaza in
March-April, 1917.

Six months later they were
integrated into Allenby’s army
for the third battle of Gaza in

November that year, which sig-
nalled the beginning of the end
of the Turkish presence in
Palestine.

A glance at some of the gun
photographs and captions
reveals, to the layman, some
astonishing facts about the
range of these weapons.

An 18-pdr Mk II could hurl
a shell 6,525 yards. It could
have gone considerably further
had the pole train allowed it
more elevation.

Similarly, a 4.5-in howitzer,
elevated to 45 degrees, could
fire a 35-Ib shell 7,300 yards.

Not far by today’s standards,
perhaps, but like the men who
used them, impressive none
the less. - JM

uns and poses

Sisters in Arms by Vee Robinson.
Harper Collins, paperback, £6.99.

tery. She served at gun sites
around Britain. Her tales of
learning to march, salute and
address officers correctly will,
for ex-ATS girls, bring back
good and not-so-good memo-
ries. They will recall happy

days in the Naafi and dancing
at the local hop; stodgy food
and poor billets; and the noise
of the ack-ack guns blazing
away on street corners.

Vee has organised reunions
for more than 500 wartime girl
gunners, although age is now
taking its toll. But they’ll never
forget those spirited, terrible
wartime days. — JM

Household
Division
masses
for a
Festival
occasion

Rodney Bashford

Scarlet and Gold - Massed
Bands of the Household Divi-
sion. Senior Director of Music:
Maj D E Price. Pipe Major: WO2
R Tumelty. Drum Major: WO2 W
Scattergood. Bandleader CD
BNA 5131 £12 or cassette £7.60.
From Sound and Picture Co, PO
Box 177, Dorking, Surrey.

REPRESENTATIVES of all
the bands of the Household
Division, State Trumpeters,

Fanfare Trumpeters, Pipes
and Drums Irish Guards,
Corps of Drums Welsh

Guards, and all the Directors
of Music conducting, were
assembled in the Royal Festival
Hall on December 3 to give a
concert in aid of the museums
of the Division.

The Queen and Prince
Philip graced the occasion.

The music was, out of some
necessity I suppose, very well
known and rather over-record-
ed, so I will merely give a list of
the items and leave you to
decide whether it is just too
familiar.

After two fanfares we have
La Rejouissance by Handel, a
medley of Gershwin tunes, two
items by Sir Malcolm Arnold —
the lovely slow movement from
his Scortish Dances and the
uproarious march The Padstow
Lifeboat.

The Chit Char Polka, Send in
the Clowns, the marches
Machine Gun Guards and Bond
of Friendship, and another
medley, In The Miller Mood,
keep the atmosphere light.

The Pipes and Drums and
Corps of Drums give short dis-
plays, and a Circus Galop and
the  Festive  Owverture by
Shostakovich see us to a close.

I imagine the acoustics of the
Festival Hall caused the engi-
neers some problems, for it
was never designed for massed
bands, only the Albert Hall
being able to cope with such
forces, for space anyway.

If you accept the occasional
smudginess, the music comes
across very well.
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237\ V) 14 3 ONTHE ROVAL LIBRARIAN WHO MARRIED A HUMBLE YOUNG ACTRESS |

“The civilian who attempts to write a military
history is of necessity guilty of an act of pre-
sumption, and I am not blind to my own temer-
iy on venturing to grapple with such a task.”

IT WAS with typical character that ] W
Fortescue opened the preface to the first
volume of what was to become the classic
history of the British Army.

The author in his teens did indeed serve
a year or two as subaltern in the Royal
North Devon Yeomanry, but he was the
last to claim that this had any bearing on his
life’s work.

The Hon John William Fortescue was
born in 1859, fifth son of Earl Fortescue of
Castle Hill, near Barnstaple, North Devon.
Education at Harrow was an unhappy
experience and three years at Trinity Col-
lege Cambridge were no more congenial.
His studies for the Bar were “boring”, and
he went down without a degree.

By now the Earl had placed his two elder
brothers in expensive regiments, the 17th
Lancers and Coldstream

Independence, running to 500 printed
pages, and Fortescue’s task had been over-
cast by the news of brother Lionel’s death
in action in South Africa.

In 1905 the Hon J W Fortescue was
appointed Royal Librarian at Windsor
Castle — a post which not only brought him
into close contact with his Royal Master
but gave him some financial assistance to
leave him free for his researches. As though
on a production line, volume succeeded
volume and by now the reviewers were
taking notice: “We are witnessing the birth
of a military classic” said The Times.

In 1914 Fortescue married Winifred
Beech, daughter of an impecunious Sussex
parson. She was never accepted by his
family. Not only was she of humble stock -
and 30 years younger than her husband -
but worst of all she was, or had been, a
stage actress. Such was the protocol of the
times, this rendered her unacceptable at
Windsor. When the Royal Librarian was
invited to State banquets, she was obliged

to sup alone in her modest

Guards. John would have liked
to follow them, but his health
was against a soldier’s life.
Some lordly string-pulling by
father found him uncongenial
temporary jobs: secretary to

One of the last
articles for Soldier
by military historian
John Brereton,
who died last year

suite.

On the outbreak of the
Great War, Fortescue was per-
suaded to contribute “recruit-
ing supplements” or potted
regimental histories for The

the Governor of the Windward

Islands and a similar post with the Gover-
nor of New Zealand. Returning home in
1890, he was still footloose at 31, with no
prospect of a settled career.

His salvation came when the Colonel of
the 17th Lancers commissioned him to
write a history of the regiment.

The task was completed within a year
and when Macmillan published it in 1895
it attracted laudatory reviews as the model
of a regimental history — which it still is.

A chance remark led to Frederick
Macmillan suggesting a “popular” one-
volume history, the only proviso being that
they could not afford illustrations. This was
the little acorn from which flourished the
oak of heroic stature.

A year later the “popular” single volume
had expanded to two volumes of some
500,000 words, but still had reached no
further than the close of the Seven Years
War in 1763. Published in 1899, they
attracted only mild interest. The public was
more concerned with the history being cre-
ated at Ladysmith and Mafeking.

Nevertheless, Macmillan gave the
author a free hand to forge ahead with as
many volumes as he considered necessary.
The next dealt with the American War of

Times. Always infantry-incl-
ined, his first supplement in 1915 was con-
cerned with The Life Guards.

To the astonishment of the regiment it
proved to be a malicious (and largely inac-
curate) jibe at the senior regiment of the
Army. “The Lumpers” or “Tin bellies” had
degenerated into comic soldiers, he wrote,
until they were reformed in 1788. They
were useless in the Peninsula, but “did well
at Waterloo”.

Coming from an eminent historian and
member of the Royal Household, this
was more than could be suffered in silence,
especially as two squadrons had recently
suffered severe casualties in France.

The Colonel of the 1st Life Guards, Fd
Marshal Sir Francis Grenfell, addressed an
indignant letter to His Majesty, Colonel-in-
Chief. King George was equally shocked,
and Fortescue was obliged to issue a per-
functory apology. This did little to heal the
wound, and The Life Guards have probably
never forgiven.

The ninth volume of the history app-
eared in 1920, and the preface contained a
curiously bitter plaint: his income from his
selfless labours amounted to no more than
a halfpenny per line, he wrote, and he
would have done better to have enlisted as

Sir John Fortescue: upset The Life Guards

a private soldier in the Army. Without
some financial assistance he could not
complete his task.

In November 1921 the Royal United
Service Institution Fournal published an
appeal for donations to save the History,
which closed in 1923 with the sum of £265
17s 6d — not inconsiderable for the time.

The King’s reaction on learning that the
hat was passed round for his Royal Librari-
an 1s not recorded. But the crisis was
resolved, with the result that in 1926
Fortescue resigned his post at Windsor and
devoted his energies to the completion of
the History to the planned date of 1870.

Also in 1926 his services to the Royal
Household and the Army were rewarded
by his appointment as KCVO. The final,
13th, volume was published in 1929, with
separate cases of maps.

With the completion of his life’s work,
Sir John and “Peggy” fled to Provence,
“escaping from iniquitous taxation and
increasing bureaucracy.” Here he wrote his
swansong, the autobiographical Author and
Curator, published by Blackwood in Octo-
ber 1933, Three weeks later he succumbed
to a short illness, aged 74.

Had Sir John been a Frenchman, or a
German, he would no doubt have been
accorded public obsequies and perhaps
some impressive memorial. But his passing
was marked only by a few Press obituaries,
and his memorial is a simple stone cairn on
Exmoor, where he wished his ashes to lie.

The cairn of dressed stone lies about
one-and-a-half miles south-west of
Simonsbath, just off the road to Five Bar-
rows Cross. It bears a plaque with the
laconic inscription:

JOHN WILLIAM FORTESCUE
HISTORIAN OF THE BRITISH ARMY
1859 - 1933
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FOUR Gurkha regiments
amalgamated on July 1, 1994
to form the one large regiment
now known as The Royal
Gurkha Rifles (RGR).

Disappearing from the
order of battle were the 2nd
King Edward VII's Own
Gurkha Rifles (The Sirmoor
Rifles), 6th Queen Elizabeth’s
Own Gurkha Rifles, 7th Duke
of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha
Rifles and 10th Princess
Mary’s Own Gurkha Rifles.

At the moment the new
regiment consists of three bat-
talions, although the 2nd and
3rd battalions will merge in
Brunei later this year on the
move of 1 RGR from Hong
Kong to the United King-
dom.

The battalion stationed in
the United Kingdom is cur-
rently based at Church
Crookham but is due to re-
locate to Shorncliffe in 1999.
It forms part of 5 Airborne
Brigade.

Traditions of its forebears
are cherished in the new regi-
ment. Its uniform combines
many historical embellish-
ments, including the red
piping around the jacket col-

EGOLLEEGLORSHMS ERIES
A 13-part postcard series on the new regiments and corps of the British Army of the 1990s

THE ROYAL GURKHA RIFLES

lars on ceremonial dress and
Douglas tartan for the Pipes
and Drums.

The postcard illustrated
above was reproduced from a
watercolour painting by Dou-
glas N Anderson. It shows:

THE ROYAL GURKHA
RIFLES

@® Rifleman: No 2 Dress
(ceremonial).

® Rifleman: Combat dress
(field order).

® Different forms of regi-
mental dress.

® Background: The Him-

For details of this and other postcards depicting regiments and corps of the British Army, send SAE to: Geoff White Ltd., 19, Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol, BS19 3JA.

alayas, Nepal.

The four figures in the
middle ground are: a Queen’s
Gurkha orderly officer in No 1
dress; a bugler in No 3 dress; a
rifleman in No 6 dress; and a
piper in No 1 dress.

GSM ‘Near East’

Q: More information please on
the GSM with clasp Near East
reported in the Press to have
been issued to a Suez Canal
Zone veteran (K Gannon, Feb 3).

CONFUSION still reigns! The GSM
1918-62 with clasp Near East was
awarded for the short Suez Cam-
paign of November 1956 and the
words on the clasp were to avoid
embarrassment to the Egyptians.
They were properly earned as
active operations, short of full-
scale war.

What | understand the Canal
Zone veterans want is recognition
that life during 1951-52, when the
British were no longer welcome,
was far from pleasant, internal
security being essential, and when
travelling away from base subject-
ed to sniping, wires across the
road, hostile acts, road blocks and
SO on.
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| can also tell them these same
non-co-operative and unwelcome
acts were apparentin 1946-47. - A
F Brocklehurst, Penarth, S
Glamorgan.

Q: Further to K Gannon’s question
(Feb 3), when was the GSM — Bar
“Near East” issued and why, and
what was the qualifying service
and the geographical zone cov-
ered? — H Cross, Poole, Dorset.

For the record

Infantry finalists
YOUR report of the 1996-97 ARU

Challenge Cup final between 1
RWF and 2 Signal Regiment
(Sport, Mar 3) is inaccurate. It was
not the firsttime in 11 years that an
infantry battalion had reached the
final. For the record, 1 RWF
reached the final three times in a
row during seasons 1989-90, 90-
91 and 91-92, each time losing
narrowly to 7 RHA.

To reach the final this season
was a particularly fine achieve-
ment because the battalion is
deployed on operations in North-
ern Ireland and time for worthwhile
rugby training has been virtually
non-existent. Such is the lot of the
PBI.

The Royal Welch Fusiliers have

Service numbers

| ENLISTED on May 24, 1942 (I put
my age up). My regimental number
was 14402627. Could | have been
in the early stages of the 1440
system?

Now a question which has
always puzzled me. Why did the
Kings Liverpool lrish (8th Kings)
wear the cap badge and hackle
over the right eye and not the left?
— P M Lovett, Swanage, Dorset.

had one of the more successful unit
rugby football teams in the past 11
years, and consistently the most
successful infantry battalion team.

As well as appearing in the ARU
final four times, they have
appeared in two ARU UK finals
and won three ARU BAOR finals.
Regrettably, success for heavily-
committed infantry battalions in
these competitions is becoming
harder to achieve against the
larger corps sides. — Lt Col R C
Lloyd RWF, Divisional Lt Col,
The Prince of Wales’s Division,
HQ Infantry, Warminster.

Wolds Wagoners
IN the feature on 150 (Yorkshire)

Transport Regiment RLC (V) (Feb
17), you indicate that the regiment

Chinese dragons
WHAT'S all this about the Royal

Berkshire Regiment? The Chinese
Dragon was awarded to the 49th of
Foot, which at that time had the
county designation of Hertfordshire.
It was much later that it became the
Berkshire Regiment. The Chinese
Dragon was surrounded by a rope
to commemorate the regiment's
long service as marines. — Sgt Colin
Anstee, 5 PWRR, Canterbury.

traces its origins to 1913 and the
formation of the Wolds Wagoners.

While we are very proud of our
association with the Wagoners,
our history actually goes back to
1908 with the formation of the
Northumbrian  Divisional Train
ASC, which had companies based
on Tyneside and in Hull.

The Wolds Wagoners were a
separate entity and never actually
part of the regiment.

Now that | have put the record
straight, may | commend you on
your excellent magazine and say
how refreshing it was to see the
Logistic Services given such a
good spread with the features on
150 and the posties. — Maj Nigel
Appleton, 150 (Y) Transport
Regt RLC (V), Hull.



COMPETITION 658

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 658, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by April 18. Do
not include anything else

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

in your envelope. More
than one entry can be sub-
mitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The
first correct entries drawn
will be the winners. No
correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
May 12 issue.

Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

Address

Competition No 655 (Feb 17 issue): First correct entry
drawn was from CoH A D Tovell, 3 Troop, A Squadron,
Household Cavalry Regiment, Banja Luka, who wins £50.
Book prizes go to runners-up Mrs E Ferguson, of Ripon, N
Yorks, and Mr J Jordan, of Edgbaston, Birmingham. The
ten differences were: cat’s tail, top left corner; spectator’s
elbow; post office sign; window on church tower; top of
left-hand tree; mouth and left leg of runner 82; number of
runner 76/78; vest and right ankle of runner 91.

One year
Two years

£23.00
£40.00

Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to:

Subscribe to

SOLDIER

Q
a

The official magazine of the British Army

OVERSEAS
One year £32:20 d
Two years  £60.00 d

SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

NAME: _

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
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MOFFATS SCHOOL

Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

#* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders
* High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline
* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

* Our own escorts to and from airports and stations
% Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.

Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn.

Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444

INSTRUCTORS - MicroQuiz can convert:
[l Computer slide presentations into 35mm Slide Presentations
("] Lesson viewfoils into new style computer slide presentations

[*] Lesson viewfoils, or notes, into 35mm Slide Presentations

[*] Photographs to 35mm slides or vice-versa
] Video screen images to slides, computer disks or photographs.

“Work with the best presentation” MicroQuiz,
at realistic prices. 35 Shrewsbury Road,
Contact MicroQuiz on: Worksop,
Phone/fax: 01909 479603 Nottinghamshire, S80 2PA

Services normally cost less than £1 per Slide/OHP/Image

EX. DYNAMIC IMPACT

request for witnesses

If you were a member of 1 PARA or 23 PFA

or any other part of SAB Bde,

we need your help.
If you witnessed the events on
5th or 7th May 1994

please contact us in confidence:
M Fielding of Roythorne & Co., Solicitors,
8, The Ropewalk, Nottingham NG1 5DT.

Telephone: 0115 948 4555

CADET EXECUTIVE OFFER - CITY & NE LONDON ACF

required in early October 1997.
* Salary inclusive £16,000 - £24,000.
® Application by 31 July 1997, interviews 19 August.
* Age under 56 on appointment.
Applicants should have held a commission and be able to demonstrate
wide experience of administration and staff procedures, operate service
Sfunds and accounts and advise on military training.
Contact with CV and 2 referees:
Deputy Secretary,
Greater London TAVRA, Duke of York’s Headquarters,
London SW3 4RY.

READY FOR (7
> ANYTHING!

The Territorial Army Parachute Regiment is seeking
ex-Regular, TA Servicemen or potential recruits for employment
as Medics, Physical Training Instructors, Drivers and Chefs

BE THE BEST

TO TAKE THE CHALLENGE!

Good rates of pay and
Annual Tax Free Bounty of up to £950.
Detachments at:
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Glenrothes and Aberdeen.
For further information contact: |
15 (Scottish) Company,
4th (Volunteers) Battalion |
The Parachute Regiment, Parson Hall,
172 Yorkhill St., Glasgow G3 8§PH.
Tel: 0141 224 5628

EX. DYNAMIC IMPACT

Notice to members of

1 PARA

Under the Limitations Acts, if you wish to lodge a
claim for your injuries sustained during

EX. DYNAMIC IMPACT
Sth - 7th May 1994

you must do so before Sth May 1997.

IF NOT, YOU LOSE YOUR CLAIM

We are retained by several of your colleagues.

Please contact:
M Fielding of Roythorne & Co., Solicitors
8, The Ropewalk, Nottingham NG1 5DT.
Telephone: 0115 948 4555

NORTH SEA MEDICAL CENTRE
3 Lowestoft Road, Gorleston,
Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 6SG

‘1
- for Military
personnel

'CVs

OFFSHORE MEDIC Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation.
TRAINING Competitive price. Nation/Worldwide service.

Laser printing. Free client CV storage.

CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

Tel / Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 hrs)

Are you SRN, SEN, CMT1 or RMAL,
about to leave the Services and interested
in working as an Offshore Medic?
Course commences: May 1997
(Statutory training is required prior to
employment offshore)

This Course is available via Resettlement.
Advice and assistance given on

employment.
To advertise on this page
costs only £6.25 (+ VAT)

per single column centimetre

To enquire further, contact:
Wendy Riseborough
Tel: 01493 414174

Fax: 01493 656253 o7

HAS YOUR SERVICE
BEEN RECOGNISED
COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS FOR:
» COMBATANT SERVICE
* SEA SERVICE
» AVIATION SERVICE
o ARMY SERVICE
» FOREIGN SERVICE
* VOLUNTEER SERVICE
o NATIONAL DEFENCE

For Information send a STAMPED self addressed 34" x 8%" business envelope to:
Service Commemoratives - P.O. Box 4, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10, 3ZT
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- RLC MESS DRESS |
) i i FROM. .
“ THE MESS KIT SHQP"
UNIFORMS OFFICERS AND SNCO's
MADE |() MF \\\Um Now available - “Off the Peg”
OR's and Officers Mess Dress Part made and finished off to
- Officers No. 2 Dress your correct size.
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress No need for expensive fittings!
excl. VAT, p&p free (RRP £105.95) Oricire Bitdat Walh Divaaodts Also - LADIES’ MESS DRESS
« Light weight 8 x 21 mini binos Regimental D.B. Blazers Al aw:\?e'::f::ah:’g’n%rices”
lﬂﬂm‘]’ Sports Jackets and Trousers f
b adjust artilery and mortar fire Dinner Suits Call us today or visit us at:
« Stadiametric range finder for section weapon ranges Uounge Sults
« Judge distance and give precise target identification to your enemy r'y
« Made to British Military specifications . 4:3H'- or 2Wee'k‘ M‘ake U'P ‘ ) /'_:___\\
OFFER AVAILABLE ONLY WHILST STOCKS LAST o Aichinel I Waloring Samuel Brothers)
SEND CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER FOR £79.98 (£65.98 + £14 VAT), TEL:01378 783 736 FAX.01370 783808
GIVING YOUR NAME, UK OR BFPO DELIVERY ADDRESS, . ﬁLG HQ Demngen House
DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER AND QUANTITY REQUIRED TO: . Pﬁﬂfﬁﬁ&s Rayﬂi Barracks '
Huntingtower Trading Ltd, PO Box 7306, Perth, Scotland PH1 5WN Deepaut, C WGU%GSFW
Trade/Wholesale enquiries welcome: Fax 01738 474 304 VI 5T A TI E 5 ' Tﬁmax 03252 838140 or '
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery 0113 24"5925 MOD"" 08&2 53009

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk

and Polyester.

T(ES| ¢

For your own design we offer a

CARICATURES

o Sim;les dou hles groups or the
- whole Mess.
Ask for samples and prices

4. S se0r TE.-207

For details of SOLDIER advertising rates i e () i
and copy deadlines please call: Polyasder, SHyPolsain or Silk Glofi B i i i
py p c M der 25 printed ties. GET THE BEST

0 1 252 347352 VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,

MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113

0181- 441 6607

FAX: 01737 645892

JRINTK wmbraidered.
SAMPLE ' lrg}rcl)!ulz)c;\ml%zsmN 28 vy

T-SHIRTS
Yz11:41 : + SWEATSHIRTS

(On orders of more than 20 shirts) = + POLOSHIRTS
U.K. MADE OLIVE GREEN W A\ * RUGBY SHIRTS

T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS L M8y * DRILL TOPS

POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS.
HUNDREDS OF DE SI(:} N the U.K's leading su;.)plier to

H.M. Forces contact:

EMBROIDERED HLR]*, ZR D
TEES TOTAL W g

STOCK DESIGNS High Street,Wootton Bassett, 3 o= A )

AVAILABLE. 1R LRI E|: Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB &Y :

CREDIT TERMS OR CREDIT - TEL:(01793) 849888

CARD PAYMENT AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

= Claim a FREE! Sweatshirt in 1997

Place an order with TEES TOTAL during 1997 of more than 20 garments printed

or embroidered with a new design and on top of our free sample garment offer

you will also qualify for a free sweatshirt which will be sent with your main order.
— To claim your shirt return this coupon to TEES TOTAL when making your order.
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/ EMBROIDERED & PRINTED GET
ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU f/ OOKS SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR PROMOTION!
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT / TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS T-Shirts, Sweatshins.
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH Polos, Rugby Shirts,

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME / 'AFTER THE SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS g;‘;?:g!mps’
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE / BASEBALL CAPS TIES Baseball Hats, Ties,

Embroidered Badges
AND MUCH MORE & Jumpers, Pennants,
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life

of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions
or whatever your career may be. When
the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place Northern Court

Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.
A S PROMOTIONS

12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 85U
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

'Regal Military /|

i

Basford Nottingham NGé ODE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

Tailors A3 2

€2 The Hallmark of fine military tailoring -3

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes,
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. [
For larger orders please ring for trade
prices.

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, carried out on our own premises.
LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (5M). A full range of complementary accessories is offered.
Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire

WS113PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL. 01543 279738. _ Discount is given on all bulk orders.
won. B0Z cans @ £10.50 per can Interest free credit.
Contact your personal military tailor:

A personal handcut tailoring service for Officers and Senior
NCOs.

All uniforms, Mess Dress, suit and blazer requirements are
made to measure and fitted by our craftsmen.

Only regimentally approved materials are used and all work is

INBIE. .. ccoeiriisaninennszennninennrnan insparasnicui viesenbas st masaine

Total cost of cans

P&P zz.sn_ per can : Germany — Tel: (0541) 2021058
. TOTAL ENCLOSED ............ UK - Tel/Fax: 0113 236 1091
DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. soL 31/03

Regal Military Tailoring
3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Leeds LS1 3HA o

HI-TEC Magnum leather /
ber cordura lightweight combat boots,
ideal for tactical use.

Magnum Boots
£40.00

Magnum Sympatex
100% w/proof £70.00
Magnum All Leather
£50.00

PRO-BOOTS 1) Army Issue l)an‘nerr& Matterhorn Boots
Severe weather. Thinsulate.
Latest issue Goretex severe
weather boots. Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable.

; Breathable. Special
once only offer.

" RRP £150.00

argain £80.00

PLCE Bergen 125 | Soldier ‘95 PLCE DPM Tactical Ops.
litre. Side pouches | Assault vest.
make a 35 litre day
patrol pack. Cordura
outer, lightweight
81 and durable.

- * Only £145.00

Assault Boots
New £39.99
Goretex Army
Issue Boot Liners.

Goretex. Vibram soles.

2

(Mid calf length)
New £16.99

Army Issue 80% m
wool socks. £2.99], L

3

CWC are genuine Military
Issue & offer a two year
guarantee. Available
exclusively from Silverman’s.

issorted pouches plus 2 large
map/storage
pockets. Holster
attached inside.
1 size fully
adjustable
mesh vest,
quick release
fastening

Full range of Berghaus and Military

General service

Genuine Issue. 3 ammo, 2 utility

issue r‘m‘k._\'m'k.\‘ i!r .\'ir»c'k. Ml y front. Built to Pouches. Main body of rig is a large General service
Berghaus Vulcan £175  Berghaus Munro i | last. NEW £125,00 storage area. Built to last. with date £68.00 £55.00
Berghaus Atlas £175  £64.99 Only available from Silverman’s DPM or Green £47.99 (not including strap - (not including strap -
g Genuine SAS,
> <ma PARA and The /
P GORETEX Merlin — smi§
i smocks. Softie 3 )
.Slay\Wurm X All H(%S;l.uine sleeping bag.
Lll]d.(:()lI]fljﬂilb]C.- ‘ ‘|\ 5 DPM Insulates down to
giL!Halu ;Fﬁ I;thrts: £84.99 Light- zero degrees. Packs
ive or Blac ; weight very small. £59.99 S
Original Mountain Shirts | . & Tropical ’ - s - Special Boat Pilots Chronograph
£79.99: Olive | = jackets & - Full range of SnugPak and Military Service 300m artz - £220.00
B ik 1ve : li‘uusers o ,;{; Issue sleeping bags available. Goretex ‘l‘f'alel‘ Resistant able with
All other Buffalo kit stocked stock | %_? ' Military Issue Bivvy Bags also in stock. £199.00 ;;Sc.;l;;::wal Tovement)




READY MADE
OR
MADE TO
MEASURE

Whichever you choose,
we offer you personal
service and guaranteed
satisfaction.

UK tel: 0113 282 6102

UK fax: 0113 282 1457

BAOR: 0171 526 1340
or 05751 15087

)

UNIFORMAL
YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR

Van Dungie House, Meynel Avenue,
Rothwell, LEEDS LS26 ONU. g

COS

ENGRAVING
Service Available

GLOSSOP TROPHIES

2 \____)(\Manmacture Pewter Tankards, Trophies, Goblets and

Hip Flasks

/Tankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT
SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE
TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377

* GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

@ TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS
INCLUDES offer *

/AT day Make or
B 48 hr EXPRESS (-
Lowest prices
B Best fit
Haghesl quality
& Best payment terms
Local ﬂg(’"l (o measure in most areas
Tel:01379 783 736 Fax:01379 783 898 I
As our customers say

The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK ST

OWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 SAY

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR
& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &
SWEATSHIRTS

* Ties x Sportsbags
* Golf umbrellas
+* Baseball caps

Embroidered garments — Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36
Badges — embroidered — min gty 25
Enamelled — min 100
Blazer badges — min 5
Ties — woven — min 50, printed min 36
Baseball caps min 50
Sports bags min 50
Golf umbrellas min 25

Write phone or
fax for colour
brochure to
Kilcreggan.
Dunbartonshire
G84 0JN

Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: 0143684 2854

E MOTIFS

ELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS

SPECIALISTS
INTEREST
FREE CREDIT.

All Accessories

Supplied.

For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements

Contact,
284-294 Ley St.
Iiford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 01814782780

U & L RMANY 052524631 €

#g 0) AD)) | gf{ DI ﬂf*ﬂ RT

CHARITY COMMISSION

The Army Benevolent Fund
Scheme for the Regulation of the Charity

Reference: CVA-211645/35041-SC
The Commissioners propose to make a
Scheme for this Charity. A copy can be
seen at 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7
5HR, or can be obtained by sending a
stamped addressed envelope to:

The Charity Commission, Woodfield
House, Tangier, Taunton, Somerset TA |
4BL, quoting the above reference.
Dated 31st March 1997.

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.
S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

o YSIf

@® English-made
sweat shirts

@® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured

designs

@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTSLTD.

Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,

Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D HOLDICH

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979
0374 133493 -

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY
GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY

11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.

NOTICE TO READERS
The publishers of SOLDIER
Magazine cannot accept
responsibility for the accuracy of
any advertisement or for any losses
suffered as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make
their own enquiries and seek
appropriate commercial, legal and
financial advice before sending any
money or entering into any legally
binding agreement.

Fax/Telephone 01706 846648

MILITARY INSIGNIA
My latest fully illustrated 1997
catalogue lists well over 1500 items
of British insignia.

All current beret badges, cloth,
anodised and metal, officers’ bullion
and metal badges, DZ’s, para wings,
shoulder titles, cloth arm badges plus
keyrings, lapel badges and sweetheart
badges, Victorian to last war,all made

by master craftsmen.
Helmet plates, Glengarry badges and
- cap badges - send £2.00
to:
Mike Lapworth (s),
26 Southdown Road,
Bristol BS9 3NL.

C.V. EXPRESS

Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master
Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, over
2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Media
Presentation types available. Complete package
providing Unbeatable Quality.

For an Information Pack

please Phone or Write to:

Mr MacDonald
3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,
East Yorkshire HU6 9UA

Tel/Fax: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week) D8

“Cold cast bronze”

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S.A.E.
for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.

Fax: (01474) 537166. -

37



GLASSI EIED!

| Pan Pals

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the
envelope. Your envelope must be no
larger than 8" x 4" and should contain
only a letter plus a photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a stamped self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Tracey, 31, 5’1”, single mum with
short brown hair. Enjoys nights in or
out, writing, listening to music,
crossword puzzles and meeting people.
Seeking male pen pals aged 25 to 35.
P946 o797

Suzanne, 34, 5°, slim with blonde
hair, blue eyes and a wicked sense of
humour. Enjoys all sports (especially
football), travelling, music, shopping
and having fun. Seeking pen pals aged
30+. ALA. P947 o797

Jan, 24, 5°9”, a slim, single mum who
likes horses and dogs. Seeking male
pen pals of any age. Photo appreciated.
P948 o7

Yvonne, 28, 5’107, single with
hazel/green eyes, enjoys reading,
walking, music, the cinema and theatre.
Seeking honest, single, caring pen
friend. Photo appreciated. P949

Bools

The Guidebook to joining the
French Foreign Legion (currently
recruiting up to 40 yrs of age). The
complete and definitive guide to joining
the world’s élite army. Details include:
where to join, postings within the
Legion, a complete translation of the
famous five-year contract, promotion
scales, pay and conditions, a typical day
in the Foreign Legion, a breakdown of
basic training and weapons and
equipment - for just £13.99 inc post
and packaging. Send cheque/postal
order made out for £13.99 to “Salvo
Books” and send to: Salvo Books, Dept
2275, PO Box 106, Yelverton, Devon,
PL20 6XY. Please allow 28 days for

“Head-dress Badges

of the British Army”

by Kipling and King. The collectors’ Bible.
Volume One (1800-1920) - £65
Volume Two (1920-1995) - £42.50
Post Free
Direct From;
H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham GU9 7QB.

(Tel. 01252 716303).

Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially mili-
tary history and politics. We collect!
TYLON BOOKS, Merton Abbey
Mills, Merantum Way, London SW19
2RD. Tel: 0181 540 4371. EO!1

A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info on
SABO/LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recog-
nition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price
£7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO). Trade
terms on application. Available from
selected Naafi Branches, Bookshops or
direct from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253..

| Business ©pps |

Dorling Kindersley Family
Learning. Award winning products.
Low risk. Low cost. Home based.
Flexible hours. No stock. No territorial
restrictions. Free training and support.
Unlimited earnings potential.
Information pack: 01454 413583, e

| [Colirses,

POLICE CAREER resettlement
courses at the Institute of Police &
Criminological Studies, University of
Portsmouth April 23th-25th & May
27th-29th, £200 per person. This
course explains and develops those
abilities examined by the assessment
process. Phone/fax: 01702 231877 or
0802 506851. Written details - SAE

(A5) to: Career Management
Techniques, PO Box 2002, Hockley
885 6FA. ose7

Galrs |

Absolutely urgent. Wanted -~ LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555

0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). T

SCE HOTLINE
UK 01367 241225

[ Gars Wanded |

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. 17

[ Enteriainmand

60”9 Li0n8

Entertainment
Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke,
Comedians, Cabaret,
Dance Shows
For all ranks.

LOW COST DANCE FLOOR HIRE
Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 0181-789 7227 / 6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533
Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

DB

| EXCHANGE |

Genuine Leopard Skin bass
drummer’s apron, blue scalloped
edging. Would like to swap for
simulated fur apron. Please call 01293
406138, o7

|

FPor Sala

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover, CT16 1PW. 25107

Tune Belt UK. The original

radio/cassette carrier, £14.99 inc p&p.
Tel/Fax: 01524 400259. STD + C
sizes. Black only. 0797

SCE

HOTLINE
UK 01367 241225

For quality hand embroidered
wire and silk thread badges,
emblems, crests and pennants send
design or pattern for return of sample
and quotation to: “Kalsara
International”, PO Box 1034, Sialkot,
Pakistan 51310.

SOLDIER Magazine enamel lapel

badges. £2.50 each inc p&p (UK &
BFPO). Tel: 01252 347353,

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in
resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382. 2597

Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts. Militaria, deacts,
prints, furniture, glass, china, books,
medal cases, etc. 10-5 daily, closed
Wednesday. Tel: 01980 655099. /e

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. 257

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022
Coulsdon, Surrey, CR5 3]Q. 2597

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. T
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your regimental
and operational shields. Write for a full
colour brochure to: Military Marketing
International, 74-77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham BA18 7AF
Tel/fax: 0121-4545393. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95, no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50.

e e e e e e e e e ke e e ke e e e e e e ke ke e ke ok de e ok e e de ke

SCE HOTLINE
UK O0I1367 241225

Military Badges, good selection,
reasonable prices SAE for lists. Bringle, 2
Short Road, Smethwick, West Midlands,
B67 6N]J. 1207

Military, sports, coronation, police,
school, masonic and miscellaneous
medals and badges. Send 2x26p
stamps for list: 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside 1.41 28Y. o1

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of  hand-embroidered
bullion badges for Army, Navy, Air
Force, Police, schools, colleges, clubs,
etc. Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-
arms, family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: ] Arthur
(PVT) Lid, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432
5886052500

By Dagesy Popp

———THIS 1S
7 THE S-56MM,
FULL METAL JACKET




FASSTENED.

Limited edition print, HMS Kelly in
Valetta Harbour. Signed by Robert
Taylor and Lord Mountbatten. Serious
offers phone: 01980 653082 0797

Limited edition print of the 50th
anniversary of the 21st SAS signed by
David Rowlands. £42.00 incl p+p.
Other prints include Grapple, Gulf,
Derryard, Mess Meeting. For these
and 100’s of other listed prints send
£1.85 to: S. Lebiham, 50 Smg]eton
Close, London SW17 9]Z. 1007

Militaria collectables and curios
bought and sold. Send for free
catalogue: PO Box 526, Sutton,
Valance ME17 3TN. o797

Soldier magazines 1961 to 1996. Offers
and wanted - Soldier 1948 to 1953.
Windmill Cottage, Hockerton Road,
Upton, Newark. 01636 814890, 07

Full/miniature size medals,
mounted for wear or display. Send for
full list of new miniature medals,
ribbon emblems, brooches, ribbon
bars, clasps, etc and mounting costs.

Access/Visa welcome. SAE
appreciated. Worcestershire Medal
Services, 25 Golden Cross Lane,

Carshill, Bromsgrove, B61 0LG. Tel:
01527 835375.

EO1

| HEIdays
Costa Brava, Roses, lovely two-
bedroom apartment to rent. Pool,

gardens, T.V., 30 minutes from French
border. Tel/fax: 003472 150055

Blackpool “Seaburn” guest house,
warm, friendly, ex-Forces welcome
awaits you. B+B from £14, EM [-i
extra. Tel: 01253 355013.

Blackpool self catering flats. Off
promenade or rural, luxury bed and
breakfast. All with private facilities.
Tel: 01253 696145.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on
a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the
following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline
any copy material of which they may not
approve whether an order shall have been
accepted or not. All advertisements are
accepted subject to approval and
conditionally upon space being available.
The Publishers reserve the right to make any
alteration they consider necessary or
desirable in an advertisement to meet their
approval. The Publishers also reserve the
right to cancel or suspend any advertisement
without stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet
the wishes of advertsers, the Publishers do
not guarantee the insertions of any particular
advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss
or damage occasioned by any total or partial
failure (however caused) of publicaton or
distribution of any edition in which any
advertisement is scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors
occurring after the first insertion of an
advertisement in a series. It is the
responsibility of the advertiser to inform the
Publishers of any such error in sufficient time
to allow the amendment. A voucher copy will
not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the
following headings:

Accommodation, Business
Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted,
Entertainment, Exhibitions, For Sale,
Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets,
Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions,
Services, Situations Vacant, Situations
Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other
headings will be applied if deemed acceptable
by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an
advertisement shall amount to an acceptance
of the above conditions and any
conditions stipulated by an agency or
advertiser shall be void insofar as they
are in conflict with them.

DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL

in Prime Location

Run by ex-Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays,
brecks and functions. Prices include {ull
English breakfast and five course evening

meal.
Holmhurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenve,
Blackpool Central

Telephone: 01253 25977
Proprietor: Tony Salvin

souselais

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Our Company offers many vyears of
Letting & Management experience.
Professional & Courteous Service. Low
rates.

A STRAIGHT FORWARD
INDIVIDUAL SERVICE WITH NO
HIDDEN COSTS BY STAFF WHO

CARE FOR YOUR HOME.

* Houses urgently required in Sussex,
Surrey & Kent *

"PHONE OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE:
GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX.
Tel/Fax: 01342 718671 (24 hrs)

MARCH 1, 1997

FOUR-way tie for first prize (14 goals,
£1,250 each): Maj IR McAlister, HQ 3 Inf
Bde, BFPO 803; Maj PV Noakes, HQ
QMG, Andover; Capt MA Thomson, 1
Hidrs, BFPO 807; W02 D Williams, RY,
London.

TWENTY-FOUR way tie for fifth prize (13 goals,
£41.67 each): Sgt S Acott, RSA, Larkhill;
Pte DJ Bowler, 2 Para, Aldershot; Cpl CA
Campling, 84 PC Sgn RLC, BFPO 808;
Cpl MI Colston, 24 Airmob Bde CSS Bn,
Colchester; Sgt PD Couch-Burden, RAC
Centre, Bovington; SSgt EJ Gilby, 4 Regt
RA, BFPO 36; Cpl AD Glover, 27 Tpt Regt
RLC, Aldershot; WO1 PW Handley,
Musgrave Park Hospital, BFPO 801; SSgt
IM Holness, 75 Engr Regt (V),
Manchester; LCpl K Jackson, 21 Engr
Regt, BFPO 36; Cal NCD Lithgow, Army
Personnel Centre, Glasgow; CSgt DA
Macauley, AFCO, Dunfermline; Capt JA
McClean, BFPO 309; Cpl CJ Pitts, MOD;
Lt Col AC Pope, HQ AG, Upavon; Pte MJ
Richardson, 17 Port & Maritime Regt
RLC, Marchwood; SSgt G Sanderson, 47
Regt RA, Thorney Island; Capt JR Sewell,
9/12 L, Swanton Morley; Maj RC O'M
Shaw, ITC Catterick; WO1 RJ Smith, HQ
4 Armd Bde, BFPO 36; Maj RE Wells, HQ

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

QMG, Andover; Tpr CW Wilson, The
Light Dragoons, BFPO 30; Maj TW Wye,
RE TDU, Rochester; Spr G Yorke, BATUS,
BFPO 14.

MARCH 8, 1997

FIRST prize (22 goals, £2,500): LGpl MI
Morgan, JARIC, RAF Brampton.

THREE-way tie for second prize (21 goals,
£833.33 each): WO2 NF Clarke, 3 PWO
(V), York; Lt Col C Hawkey, HQ AFCENT,
BFPO 28; Cpl PG Mitchell, 1 Bn REME,
BFPO 36.

FOURTEEN-way tie for fifth prize (20 goals,
£71.43 each): SSgt JMA Berry, 62 Cyprus
Sp Saqn RE, BFPO 58; Sgt KJ Cooney, 1
RTR, BFPO 22; LCpl TR Edwards, 1 RGJ,
Bulford; Capt M Garner, 2LI, BFPO 806;
Capt DJ Haws, 3 RHA, Topcliffe; LBdr D
Hunter, 12 Regt RA, BFPO 16; W01 RLP
Mathews, Army Apprentice College,
Arborfield; W02 AL Moyes, School of
Army Avn, Middle Wallop; Sgt EJ Raine,
280 (UK) Signal Sqn, BFPO 35; LCpl PA
Rees, 21 Engr Regt, BFPO 36; Cpl B
Snodden, BATUS, BFPO 14; Sgt MB
Stapleton, 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Signal
Regt, BFPO 15; W02 MW Wake, 266
Para Bty (V), Bristol; LCpl DL Wilson, 1
Armd Fd Amb, BFPO 30.

\ NBTIEES
CHARITY COMMISSION
The Army Museums
Ogilby Trust
Scheme for Ithe alteration of the
objects of the charity and the
reconstruction of the body of

trustees.

Ref: NR-250907 -A/3-SC
The Charity Commissioners have
made a Scheme for this Charty.
Copies can be obtained from them at
Charity Commission, Woodfield
House, Tangier, Somerset TAl 4BL
(ref: NR-250907-A/3-SC).

HILTON

Passed away peacefully at his home on 8
January 1997. Ronald Arthur Parker,
Armourer with the 1st Bn Welsh
Fusiliers, 2nd Bn Ox & Bucks LI the Lst
Bn Gordon Highlanders and Gurkha Inf
Bdes (1929 to 1945) later of REME
Workshops, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan.
His widow Joan and family would like
to thank former colleagues and friends
for their messages of sympathy and
support received during their sad loss.

Renions

Have you lost touch? Reunion this
year. Ring: 01780 762348. Morcott
Hall School O1d Girls.

Canal Zone Egypt - did you serve?
Join “The Canal Zoners”, for
comradeship, events, reunions. SAE
The Canal Zoners, 16 Bridgeway,
Twickenham TW2 7]]J. o807

] Whnted) |

| PlropaEriy |
Hampshire - North Tidworth, 4-
bed modern detached house. Kitchen,
utility, lounge, diner, GCH. Quiet cul-
de-sac location, excellent condition.

£93,000 ono. For details: 01980
846278. o7/97

Wanted female mess dress and
jacket. Royal Engineers, size 14, height

5'8”. Tel: 01785 258259 or Mil: 748
2910. a7ie
Pre 1960 Irish Guards Journals.
Any condition. Mr Turnbull, 29 St
Mary’s Street, Wallasey, Merr.cysxdc.,
L.44 5TX Tel: 0151 638 2653. 7

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

NAME ... ... ...

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

ADDRESS .

| cLassiFicATION Postcade.

1 2 3 4 5

6 T ] 9 10

1 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

2 2 23 24 25
| | |
27 25 29 K

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 35p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17 5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 |INC. VAT] PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX

_ WORDS AT 35p
X INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%

BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
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|Payable to SOLDIER)

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU
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Johnson’s polish is |
too strong for Army |

Royal Navy 2, Army 1
TWO goals from veteran Royal
Navy utility man CPOWEA
Steve Johnson proved too
much for a below-strength
Army team at the RN stadium
in Portsmouth, writes Der-
rick Bly.

Heavy rain during most of
the day made ball control diffi-
cult, but did not stop the Navy
taking a seventh minute lead
in their first serious attack on
Cfn Ian Elliott’s goal. A three-
man move down the right left
him with no chance when
Johnson hammered the ball
home.

On 29 minutes, the RAF ref-
eree spotted pushing in the box
during a Navy corner and
pointed to the spot, surprising
most of the players and the
large crowd.

POPT Steve Riley, a tower
of strength for the Navy, ham-
mered the ball against the bar,
the ball rebounding to safety.

In the 36th minute the Army
drew level, McHugh tricking
his marker and unleashing a
cracker from 35 yards.

As the half-time whistle
approached, Johnson pounced
on some slack defending to
strike a superb shot past the
Army ’keeper for a 2-1 lead,
which they held through the

second period as the pace of

the game on the heavy playing
surface slowed.

Army 0, RAF 5

For the second time in a
week of Inter-Services champi-
onship fixtures, the Army were
well below strength and no
match for the Royal Air Force,
who lifted the Constantinople
Cup outright for the first time
in 13 years.

The RAF made all the early
running, with Combined Ser-
vices RAF defenders Wooton
and Pluckrose making life dif-
ficult for the depleted Army
attack.

A botched goal-kick by
Lennox led to the first RAF
goal and the second came 15
minutes later.

Best Army effort was by
Hope who glanced a post. A
minute from the break,
Andrews tripped Maguire just
inside the box and Pluckrose
stepped up to send Lennox the
40

wrong way from the spot.

The RAF opened the second
half in total control. On 53
minutes, they got a fourth,
Maguire completing his hat-
trick.

With 25 minutes remaining,
coach QMSI Duncan Russell
brought on Sig Simon John-
ston and Sgt Lee Dyson in
place of Andrews and Alford,
and the Army enjoyed much
more of the play, Johnston in
particular running his heart
out to get behind a solid RAF
back four.

With five minutes remain-
ing, the Army’s dreadful night
was complete when Tapp
crossed and Tagg headed an
own goal.

CS Youth 3, FA Colts 1

A Combined Services Youth
squad, made up mainly of
Army Youth players, made
amends for a 7-0 thrashing last
season by defeating the Youth
of Football League Clubs 3-1
at Aldershot.

The Services went ahead on
seven minutes, Pte Paul Baron
unleashing a superb left-foot
shot into the corner of the net.

Services Youth went further
ahead in the 35th minute,
through Gunning, and the
second period was only five
minutes old when he scored a
crucial third.

With three minutes to go,
Colchester United’s Rogers
pulled one back for the Colts.

Three members of the Army’s cyclo cross team, which has
received a sponsorship boost from The Stationery Office. Com-
peting under the Army/Banner/Tekno name, the team has already
launched into what is hoped will be a very successful season.
Left to right are team secretary Cpl Dave Farrow, 22 Engr Regt;
Aldershot-based Cpl Alex Tinniswood, who has competed in the
national trophy series; and Pte Clive Asplen, who will be com-
peting in the under-23 (Espoirs) national championships.

Loughborough 7, CS U-21 29
THIRTY-TWO players atten-
ded the weekend training ses-
sion at Grantham before the
first Combined Services U-21
fixture against Loughborough
University Freshers, writes
Nick Cooke.

Under the direction of senior
coach, WO (PT) Mick O’Shea,
the players were introduced to
a standard of rugby requiring
higher levels of individual skill.

AB Jeff Annal, having skip-
pered the RN Under-21 team
and played in the winning CS
Under-21 team against Eng-
land Students last year, was
given the captaincy of a trial
XV.

Surging runs by SAC Nick
Burnett at No 8 and Cpl Mat
Price showed the strength of
the CS pack, which resulted in
a try by Nick Burnett under the
post after 14 minutes. AEM
Simon Greening was success-
ful with the conversion.

Following good line-out
work by SAC David Madden,
the ball was passed out to the
backs and, after skilful linking,
Nick Burnett crashed over for a
second try, Greening kicking
the conversion.

Spr Bruno Green produced
some crunching tackles on the
Loughborough backs.

A Greening penalty put Ser-

vices 17 points ahead at half

time.

Start of the second half saw
six changes to the side, and the
presence at hooker of Fus
George Kemble, skipper of the
CS U-21 side last season. Spr
Mat Chalmers, on as stand off,
kicked intelligently, pushing

Staff outing proves profitable

THIS year’s week-long Army
badminton championships,
hosted by 21 Signal Regiment,
attracted the largest entry in
the history of the competition,
with 11 different events at unit,
novice and championship
levels.

Northern Ireland beat 14
Signal Regiment in the final,
though there were individual
successes from 14 Signals later
in the week. SSgt Quinney, who
was involved in virtually every
final, took the men’s singles,

beating WO2 Sturdy 15-4, 18-
4. He and partmer Cpl Mills
went on to clinch the men’s
open doubles from WO1 Cry-
ans and SSgt Chidgey, winners
for the previous two years, 15-5,
15-11. Quinney then teamed up
with Sgt O’Hara and scooped
the veterans’ doubles title from
the same partership — and
title-holders —15-7,8-15, 15-12.

To finish off his trophy haul,
Quinney, partnering Sig McIn-
tosh, came back from one set
down to beat WO2 Sturdy and

LCpl Rigg 5-15, 15-11, 15-5 in
the mixed doubles.

SgtJitand Cpl Purja (1 RGR)
and Capt Inman and Cpl Mer-
chant (11 Sigs) battled it out for
the inter-unit doubles title, the
Gurkhas winning 15-5, 15-7.

In the women’s singles, SSgt
Haynes and Sig McIntosh, both
previous winners, fought out an
extremely close match, Haynes
taking the dtle 12-11, 12-9.
Mclntosh made amends by
taking the women’s doubles
with partner LCpl Rigg.

Training pays off
for youthful squad

the opposition back into their
own half.

Loughborough ran from
every part of the park, but skil-
ful ball skills between Mne
Richard Morgan and Mne
Nathan Evans saw Evans
crashing through to touch
down under the posts.
Chalmers converted.

Loughborough scored next,
but the Services rallied and a
flowing passing movement
ended with AB Neil Gay cross-
ing the line for the final score.

Man of the match award
went unanimously to Burnett.

RAF U-21 8, Army U-21 27
THE Army are the 1997
Under-21 Inter-Service rugby
champions. Taking on a reor-
ganised RAF team, which had
lost to the Royal Navy, they
emerged as victors by a com-
fortable margin.

Very good tries were run in
by Pte Dougy Douglas (1 LI)
and Spr Chalmers (36 Engr
Regt) in the first half, but the
credit went to the whole 15
who slowly but surely mastered
the opposition.

Spr Griffiths (22 Engr Regt)
continued his fine kicking form
by converting one try and
putting over the sweetest of
drop goals just seconds before
the half-time whistle. The only
response from the RAF was a
penalty.

Exercising considerable pres-
sure in the first half, the light
blues were rewarded with a
well-taken try which they failed
to convert. The spirited young
Army side soaked up the pres-
sure and came back with some
of their own.

First, Fus Taffy Jones (1
RWEF), who replaced Cfn Tomo
Thompson (27 Regt RLC),
went over for a splendid try, and
then Spr Ben Hughes (1 RSME
Regt) charged through to make
his mark on the game.

Griffiths converted the last
try, and it was a very happy
Army team that was cheered
off the park.

Both the RAF v Army Shield
and the Inter-Services Cup
were presented to the Army
skipper, Kgsm White (1
Kings). Award for young play-
er of the year went to Pre Willy
Williams (1 RGBW).

Army boxer Cpl Chris Bessey picked up a third
Amateur Boxing Association title when he beat
Mick Jones in the light-middieweight final in Birm-

ingham.

Based in Aldershot as a section commander
with 27 Transport Regiment RLC, his victory came
only 24 hours after he had received an MBE at
Buckingham Palace for his services to boxing.

Pte Steven Cowley (Staffords) on his way to winning the welter-
weight contest at Ternhill

Nine out of nine
for Staffords

THE 1st Battalion, The
Staffordshire Regiment took
their place in the Army team
boxing finals with a remarkable
9-0 thrashing of the 7th Battal-
ion, The Royal Irish Regiment
at Ternhill.

In a match consisting of one
bout in each of nine weights,

the Staffords managed to stop
five of their opponents inside
the first round. Two other
bouts were won on points and
the final one a majority deci-
sion by the judges.

The Staffords are due to face
1 R Anglian, an altogether tou-
gher proposition, in the final.

SRORE

Battling Bessey'

Bessey’s victory, which makes him the first
Serviceman to win three ABA titles, means he is
virtually certain to represent England at next
year’'s Commonwealth Games in Malaysia.

Angling
for UK
success

FISH weighing 113lb 60z were
landed by the newly-formed
Army Angling Association in a
friendly competition staged on
two lakes at Witherington
Farm, Salisbury against a team
from Reid’s Tackle.

The eight-strong Army
team, all based at Bulford or
Larkhill, braved wind and rain
for six hours, with WO
Geordie Burns and Sgt Percy
Pearce netting the best individ-
ual catches in both lakes.

Now the team plans to go for
greater glory when its mem-
bers take part in Fishermania,
the UK’s biggest angling event.

Winning that would be a
boost for the association,
which is casting around for
cash to kit out members in
foul-weather gear.

Each member of the associa-
tion, which intends to join a
local league, is hoping for
selection to the Army individu-
als week in July.
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| SQUASH _WINTER SPORTS

Clarke
wins
open

again

AS ON previous occasions, the
Army squash championships
took place at the Winchester
Tennis and Squash Club, a
venue much appreciated by all
concerned, and one with
which Army players are famil-
iar.

Seventy-five entered, 58 in
the open championship (two
more than in 1996), six in the
veterans and nine in the
women’s event.

Following the increased
emphasis placed on bringing
through under-25  players
thoughout the season, the
standard was a great encour-
agement leading up to the
Inter-Services.

SSgt Gary Clarke REME
again won the open champi-
onship, with Maj Robbie
Robinson runner-up in his
19th consecutive final.

The Inter-Services, held at
HMS Témeraire in Portsmouth
were, as always, highly com-
petitive.

For the Army, the loss of the
championship at both under-
25 level and in the women’s
competition was disappoint-
ing. Had the full team been on
parade, both events would
have been won with ease.

Loss of the number one
player in the under-25s and
both numbers one and two in
the women proved to be too
much for the rest.

The men, however played
well, and in the end were just
too strong, losing only one
rubber in the final against the
RAF. This was the third men’s
triumph in a row and with Maj
Robbie Robinson playing as
well as ever and SSgt Gary
Clarke now undisputed Com-
bined Services number one, it
could be the start of a long
string of victories.
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Tough going on the command task in the 20km military patrol race at the RLC ski championships

Rain fails to put the
dampener on skiers

MILD weather and torrential
rain did nothing to dampen the
spirits of 220 contestants from
more than 20 teams on Exer-
cise Snow Diamond, the Royal
Logistic Corps ski competi-
tion, held in Bavaria.

Sponsored by the Stena Line
and organised by 1 General
Support Regiment, the compe-
tition was held at Zwiesel, justa
ski jump from the Czech bor-
der, for the ninth successive
year.

Regular and TA teams, many
of them from the UK, compet-
ed for an array of trophies that
had something to offer all class-
es of skier.

Champion unit were 2 Close
Support Regiment, with
29 Regiment the run-
ners-up. TA glory went
to the Scottish Transport
Regiment (V), whose
LCpl Barnes collected
the TA Alpine trophy.

Open Alpine champi-
on was Sgt Witty (12
Supply Regt) and Capt
Tinning (158 Tpt Regt
(V)) was open Nordic
champion. LCpl Waring
(also 158 Regt) claimed
the TA Nordic champi-
onship.

they were at their first corps ski
meeting, but quickly made
their mark.

Other notables were 8
Artillery Support Regt and 7
Transport Regt, who were
never far from the prize table.

The Army School of Cater-
ing, although young novices,
won both Alpine and Nordic
prizes.

The wusual finish line just
metres away from the Race
Centre in Zwiesel was aban-
doned in favour of the Arber ski
site, ten miles away and consid-
erably higher.

Highlights in the first week,
which had the best of the snow,
included the individual giant

slalom and the President’s
Race. Always a popular cross-
country event, the latter was
aimed at giving Alpine all-
comers a taste of langlauf
skiing. They were won in turn
by LCpl Beveridge (17 Port
and Maritime Regt) and Sgt
Wakefield (2 CS Regt).

The pace shifted up a gear in
week two, even though the
thaw started in earnest.

Good runs were achieved
however, with the team giant
slalom going to 8 Artillery Sup-
port Regt and the team slalom
to 7 Tpt Regt.

Poor snow meant it was
touch and go for the super giant
event, but a day’s postpone-
ment allowed a fresh
snowfall, even though
only one run could be
achieved before the cou-
rse gave out again. It was
enough for 2 CS Regt to
emerge as winners.

The Nordic events,
less vulnerable to the
weather, went off with-
out a hitch, comprising
the 15 km cross country
race and the 4 x 5km
relay, as well as the sta-
mina-sapping 20km mil-
itary patrol race. The 15

This year’s event was a
first for 158 Regiment.
As a newly-formed unit

Qhampion unit 2 Close Support Regiment takes
aim during the military patrol race at the RLC ski
championships

km race was won by 16
Regt, and 29 Regt took
the other two.



THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE
ARE TAX FREE!

DETAILS OF THE TAX FREE VOLVO 70 /V70 RANGE, AVAILABLE NOW

Call for full information pack giving details of our Special Military Tax Free Prices,
Volvo Finance, Part Exchange and European / Worldwide delivery options,

or complete and return the coupon below.

VOLVO

Tourist & Diplomat Sales

UK 01707 262388

E Address;

| Post Code;....

| $40/V40 [

: Country of use;

| Finance Details; "] Yes ‘__J No Part Exchange Quote; Yes D No l:\
' \01\0 Car UK Ltd, Tnun\\t & Diplomat Sales, Freepost 30, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7AR England.




i

N-ice one, general. Maj Gen Jack Deverell, Commandant RMAS, at
the receiving end in his capacity as captain of an Army cricket team
which took part for the first time in the Coutts tournament — played
in St Moritz on astroturf laid out on a frozen lake!
Seen in action against Shrewsbury CC, the major general scored
26 not out in his team’s nine-wicket win. Looking on are (from right
of umbrella) Capt David Webb (QRH); Capt Ben Langman (RDG);
and the team’s “ringer”, Lt Cdr Piers Moore RN. T
The Army went on to win the final — against St Moritz — by 47 runs, §
helped enormously by Ben Langman, who hit 50 in 12 balls,
including five consecutive sixes in one over.
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