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The Toughest Shelters For The World’s Toughest Jobs

Pioneering Airesheltas have proved themselves when it counts . . . in action with the Armed
Forces, civilian emergency services and airport firefighters worldwide.

The photographs on this page tell their own story, with Airesheltas now deployed all over the world with units as diverse
as the Royal Military Police, the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, the Army Air Corps and both the Royal Air
Force and Royal Navy aircraft crash investigation and salvage teams.

Aireshelta’s revolutionary new inflatable Aireshower decontamination unit — designed in consultation with the Ambu-
lance Service Association —has been awarded the highly prestigious Millennium Product accolade by The Design Coun-
cil for its role at the forefront of creativity. It packs neatly away and is ideal for battlefield decontamination.

¥ We also provide decontamination
clothing which meets strict Euro-
pean standards and our new mobile,
high-technology heaters provide
both hot water and warm air at the
most isolated spots.

Airesheltas come in any size and
colour, including camouflage,
and are ideal as:

sinstantly-inflated command
and control centres

+highly portable temporary With the Army Air Corps in Norway.
workshops that can withstand

the world’s harshest weather

«casualty-clearing stations and
temporary field hospitals

sbriefing cases, field classrooms and ¢ . ﬁ
eye-catching exhibition displays at
public shows
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+they take a couple of soldiers just 2
minutes to inflate and deflate O i Sl Sl U AL A A

«we also provide super-bright
low-energy lights, Honda
generators and instant Hotcan food
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The revolutionary Aireshower decontamination unit at the scene of a chemical incident.

Airesheltas turn the great outdoors ... indoors

‘ Aireshelta Ltd, Jubilee Works, 10 Dale Street, Longwood,
@ 'V Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, HD3 4TG.
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i Telephone: (01484) 646559. Fax: (01484) 644450. HON DA

£ l_ Website:www.aireshelta.com
All major credit cards accepted
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SOLDIER
to soldier

Advancing
with flying
colours

THIS ISSUE of Seldier
marks two important new
advances in the develop-
ment of the British
Army’s award-winning
monthly magazine.

® Production changes
now ensure that we are
able to bring you colour
on more pages than ever.

@ A substantial
increase in distribution
means more soldiers will
now have their own copy
to take home.

In the past ten years our
production techniques
have progressed in a way
that would have amazed
the Fleet Street men of
Montgomery’s Army who
started the magazine for
him in 1945.

Digital images flashed
around the world are now
fast replacing photo-
graphic prints. Typewrit-
ten copy and layout sheets
have given way to a paper-
less computer system.

NEW LOOK

Soldier has kept in step
with the march of tech-
nology, and since we gave
ourselves a fresh new look
and introduced new fea-
tures in October, 1997,
readers have acknowl-
edged the dramatic
improvement in the quali-
ty, style and content.

Recognition came last
summer when Soldier won
a Gold Award as the top
internal monthly in
Britain.

We have no intention of
resting on our laurels.
This month’s changes
reflect our determination
to stay in the forefront of
top-quality specialist pub-
lications.

The best Army deserves
the best magazine.

@ Tell us what you think
about Soldier, by post or
e-mail. You'll find the
addresses on Page 51.



Special report

Report: Anthony Stone

JOHN Cox looked around the squaddies’
quarters and was not impressed. Paint
was peeling, the carpet heavily stained,
the bedrooms were cramped and the
showers and toilets were very public and
not particularly convenient. To put it in
plain English, the place was a dump.

“Aldershot accommodation is bad,” the
distinguished AFPRB member said. “But
this 1s awful.”

The squaddies seemed surprised by
this direct approach. You got the impres-
sion they were expecting the VIPs to turn
up in suits, make a few notes, have a cup
of tea with the colonel and return to
Whitehall before you could say “re-
engagement and re-enlistment bonuses™.

But then the AFPRB has never dodged
difficult issues. The members jealously
guard their independence and are behold-
en to no one. And if the squaddies had any
lingering doubts about the effectiveness
of the pay body to get things done, they
were given a blinding example.

PROMPT ACTION

As a direct result of the AFPRB’s con-
cerns over the accommodation, a chain of
events was set in motion at the division
which resulted in a re-grading board
waiving the rental element of the charge.
Similar prompt action also took place fol-
lowing an AFPRB visit to sub-standard
married quarters in Cyprus. Decisive
results were achieved even before publica-
tion of the pay body’s report. Remember
that the next time you are told the AFPRB
is coming to your unit.

Established in 1971, the AFPRB’s job is
to recommend to the Prime Minister and
Secretary of State for Defence, rates of
pay, charges and certain
allowances for Service per-
sonnel.

The latest report is now
with Tony Blair and George
Robertson and a Parliamen-
tary announcement will be
made later this month. The
recommendations should be
put into effect at the begin-
ning of April.

First-hand information
gathering is vital to the work
of the AFPRB. It is an
extremely important part, but only a part,
of the process.

MoD staff write reports on different
aspects of Service life and submit these
Papers of Evidence to members.
Number-crunchers pore over masses of

John Cox: industrialist

How much should
soldiers be paid?
Every year the Armed
Forces Pay Review
Body (AFPRB) has

to find the answer

DHE
'99

“Look Tosh, my third increment!”

statistics and other documentation. More
evidence comes from Government
departments, as well as written, oral,
anecdotal and personal testimonies.

During the nine-month
evaluation process, the
AFPRB holds discussion
groups with more than 3,500
Service personnel and takes
evidence from remuneration
consultants, the Council of
the Territorial Auxiliary and
Volunteer Reserve Associa-
tions, the Treasury and the
MoD. It is a combination of
these papers plus the unit
visits that forms the basis of
the recommendations.

Take that visit to Aldershot, for exam-
ple. It was similar to visits which take
place all over the world, wherever British
troops are deployed. In the course of five
hours, members met scores of soldiers
from all ranks and different cap badges.

They flew a low-level sortie in a Hercules
with The Parachute Regiment and saw
first-hand how airborne troops earn their
pay.

Back on the ground the AFPRB mem-
bers held separate informal discussions
groups with soldiers and officers, with the
chain of command deliberately excluded
so that everyone could speak freely.
Everything said was deemed to be confi-
dential. This exercise was particularly
valuable because the soldiers had been
well briefed, so ime-wasting was kept to a
minimum.

These sessions are also an opportu-
nity for the AFPRB to ask questions,
answer queries and listen to soldiers’
concerns. AFPRB members do a lot
of listening.

During these visits, members are
accompanied by MoD staff. Col Alison
Trehern of the Directorate of Personal
Services (Army), who runs the Army’s
policy branch on pay, allowances and
charges, was able to give Soldier some
insights into how these visits are
approached.

“The AFPRB members are all very pro-
fessional,” she said. “They are all astute,
so, even if something is not brought to
their attention at one particular place, they
will almost certainly have seen it at other
places and will be aware of what to look
for. On the other hand if someone tries to
flannel they can also see it.”

GRIEVANCES

Because the Services have no trade
union to fight their corner, the discussion
groups are often used as forums to bring
out grievances about more general issues
of service such as accommodation and
the merits of Pay-As-You-Dine, or indeed
the very pay structure itself.

Col Trehern said: “There are certain
common themes that emerge during the
visits. The most common general issues
over the last year have been concerns over
accommodation, spouses’ employment,
turbulence and separation, and pensions.
Although pensions do not fall within the
AFPRB remit, the subject has been raised
by all ages and ranks wherever the pay
body has gone this year.”

The AFPRB aims to ensure that Ser-
vice pay is broadly comparable with occu-
pations in civilian life. It tries to get a fair
deal for the soldier, but must balance this
with achieving a fair deal for the taxpayer.

This question of comparability is a
tricky one. It is not difficult if you com-
pare two jobs that are broadly the same —
a REME mechanic and a production

February 1999 SOLDIER

What are you wo

worker at
Ford, for

instance.

But how do
you decide
what an in-
fantry or SAS
soldier is worth?
There is obvi-
ously no direct
equivalent job in
civvy street.

The AFPRB has
come up with a
solution. It does
not look at direct
job-for-job com-
parisons but ra-
ther at a range of
jobs at each rank.
These jobs are
marked on a points
system for things
such as knowledge,
experience and responsibility, and the
numbers of staff and resources managed.
Civvy jobs are scored in the same way

and so it is then possi-
ble to make a comparison.

Another important aspect of the
AFPRB’s work is highlighting con-
tentious areas where action should be
taken. The 1998 report for example
“revealed widespread anger at the Gov-
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Meet the decision-makers

IF the phrase Armed Forces Pay Review Body conjures up

a picture of ageing academics pushing paper in a stuffy
Whitehall office, think again.

There are usually eight unpaid volunteer members

who serve for a minimum of three years. They are a

diverse mix, appointed from the private and public

sector, men and women from commerce, industry

and the professions.

For example John Cox, who is standing down at
the end of this year, has been chief executive of the
London First Centre, director general of the Chemical

Industries Association and has worked for Shell Group
in a number of posts in the UK and overseas. The pay
body also includes a leading member of the trades
union movement and a retired senior military officer.
It is this small group of highly-experienced people
that makes the recommendations to the Prime Minis-
ter and Defence Secretary. They are supposed to
work for 26 half-days a year, but in reality do far more
than that. To get through the workload, members
must be thoroughly prepared for every visit and
meeting. It is hard work, involving travel to British
Service personnel at home and abroad.

But, being a voluntary body, it is extremely good
value for the taxpayer. The estimated costs come
to £250,000 a year, with the secretariat provided

by the Office of Manpower Economics.

AFPRB member Prof David
Greenaway (top picture)
tries the Milan simulator at
Warminster, where John
Crosby (middle picture,
second left) and Prof
Greenaway are briefed
while Richard Harris of the
Office of Manpower Eco-
nomics looks on. Bottom,
John Crosby listens to a
soldier’s concerns

ernment’s decision last
year to stage their pay
award for the second
time in two years”.
Because of the huge
amount .of ground to
cover, each year the
AFPRB looks at spe-
cialist areas such as
trainee medical techni-
cians or veterinary sur-
geons and subjects
them to scrutiny. A
major pay item such as
flying pay or the X-
factor is examined
every five years.
Considering the

immensely complicated task before
it, the AFPRB manages to publish a con-
cise, readable annual report, running to
about 30 pages.

Although Service personnel might dis-
agree with the Armed Forces Pay Review
Body’s conclusions, they would be hard-
pressed to criticise the thorough manner
in which it has reached them.
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Wizard is the best of all solutions for Operationally, Wizard is the only
the ASTOR requirement. system that provides continuous tracking — —
It is next generation radar that offers saving the risk of losing situational

—
minimum risk by using 80% of existing awareness. Wizard has certainly earned l Z R D

e - software that has been proven its stripes and is the best solution for the ABOVE ALL
matters most, in the field. UK ASTOR requirement.

eam Burwood House 14 - 16 Caxton Street London SW1H OQT Tel: 0171 222 5631 e-mail: wizardbh@ibm.net
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PeoPIe, places, events

A LYNZX helicopter crash in Bosnia
resulted in the death of three Army
Air Corps soldiers.

Capt Philip Jarvis, 27, and Sgt
David Kinsley, 34, were killed
instantly when their aircraft came
down outside the perimeter fence of
the AAC base at Gornji Vakuf. LCpl
Chris Addis, 26, died on New Year’s
Eve at Frenchay Hospital, Bristol,
from the injuries he sustained.

Lt Col Jonathan Parish, com-
manding officer of 4 Regiment,
AAC, Wattisham, said: “The regi-
ment is devastated at the news of
this crash and the loss of three of its
soldiers.

<

Air crash kills three

“Capt Jarvis was an enthusiastic
young officer with the brightest of
futures. He leaves behind many
good friends. Sgt Kinsley was a
cheerful, experienced technician,
whose lively sense of humour
endeared him to everyone,

“Cpl Addis, who came top in his
INCO’s course prior to leaving for
Bosnia, was a man of great talent,
dynamism and humour. His fight
for life mirrored his zest for life.

“Our thoughts and prayers lie
with their families and friends.”

Accident investigators travelled to
Bosnia to look into the causes of the

crash.
J

Skopje

forceis

WITH the situation in Kosovo deteri-
orating dramatically as this issue was
sent to the printers, Britain’s 500-
strong contingent in NATQ’s Mace-
donia-based Extraction Force had
met its January 15 deadline for opera-
tional readiness.

With elements from other Euro-
pean countries led by France, British
troops are now standing-bv near the
Kosovo border ready to rescue cease-
fire verifiers should it become neces-
sary.

MASSACRE

Kosovo’s  worsening  situation
reached a new low when the unarmed
verifiers discovered the aftermath of
an atrocity in which more than 30
ethnic Albanians had been massa-
cred.

The risk to the verifiers themselves,
of which more than 220 are British,
was made vividly clear when a British
member of the mission was slightly
injured during a shooting incident.
He was released from hospital the fol-

, in association with the
five copies of the Bravo
0 video, starring Sean Bean,

. To have a chance of
one, tell us on a postcard
e of the Greenjacket sol-
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rescue
ready :

lowing day. His local interpreter was
also hurt in the incident.

Britain’s  enhanced company-
strength contribution to the force,
mainly from the 1lst Battalion, The
King’s Own Royal Border Regiment,
but with elements from The High-
landers and The Royal Irish Regi-
ment, is equipped with Warrior
fighting vehicles, mortars and anti-
tank weapons.

Support elements and a squadron
of Royal Engineers bring the strength
of the contingent to just over 500 sol-
diers.

The UK troops deployed to the
Macedonian capital Skopje at the end
of December.

“We are on a certain notice to
move, and this varies depending on
our status,” said Lt Col Richard Iron,
commanding officer of 1 KORBR.
“We are developing our own tactics
and training for anything that may
develop in Kosovo.”
® 1 KORBR in Skopje — Pages 18-19

name and address, and a day-time
telephone number, and send your
answer to Bravo Two Zero Competi-
tion to reach Soldier by March 1.
The Editor’s decision is final and
winners’ names will be published in

Hope on a rope

True grit: LCpl Samantha Hickson, of 42 Signal
Squadron (V), puts her aptitude to the test during a
military skills competition at Sennybridge Training
Area. Her Manchester-based team finished second

Para patrol saves
hit-and-run victim

A PATROL from the 2nd Battalion, The Para-
chute Regiment, on duty at Drumcree, Northern
Ireland, was called to the scene of a hit-and-run
incident and gave life-saving first aid to the
victim, a young man, who sustained serious

injuries to head and body.

The soldiers were alerted by
a girl who saw the incident.

The injured man stopped
breathing twice before an
ambulance reached the scene
and both times the paras
revived him. He was subse-
quently taken to Craigavan
Hospital, from where he was
transferred to Belfast.

A doctor praised the actions
of the soldiers and said the

man, who is now

making
a good recovery, would
have died if they had not
responded so quickly.

First-aider:
LCpl John Scott

Patrol medic LCpl
John Scott was later
thanked by the family

when he telephoned the
man’s mother.

The 2nd Battalion is
on a six-month tour of
duty in East Tyrone.
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Tread softly: Sarajevo rose marks a killing place

Siege city
edges back
from brink

FOUR years ago a Soldier team was driven
through the streets of Sarajevo at 80mph and
snipers were taking pot-shots at anything that
moved, writes Anthony Stone.

Now as the city enters the last year of the mil-
lennium, it is slowly finding its feet. The main
road, dubbed Sniper Alley during the war, still
has mines scattered liberally either side of it and
there is a huge amount of war damage yet to be
repaired outside the main shopping area. But
there is no disguising the fact that the city is get-
ting back to normal

The centre could be mistaken for any prosper-
ous central European city, with coffee shops and
bars teeming with the young and fashionable.

OPTIMISM AND ENERGY

Sarajevans are full of optimism and energy.
Understandably, they do not want to dwell on the
past because, wherever they go in the city they
are surrounded by the ghosts of the siege.

One man in his early 20s said: “The war was
terrible. A lot of bad things went on, but we try
not to think about it. It is time to move on.”

But as darkness falls and the temperature
drops, the prosperous head for the warmth of
nightclubs and restaurants and the streets are
left to the war’s losers; those who can'’t so easily
forget. Refugees and orphans beg in shop door-
ways with only pitifully thin clothes to keep out
the biting cold.

SARAIJEVO ROSE

Walk away from the city centre and you begin
to see with more frequency other reminders of
the recent past. To mark the spot where a life was
taken, by sniper bullet or mortar, the city has
painted a blood-red bloom, a Sarajevo rose.

It is not just the freezing winter temperatures
that send a chill through the heart. The streets of
Sarajevo are paved with headstones.

@® Bosnia briefing — Pages 21-23

Cracking good

eggsercise . . .

IT was no yoke when soldiers
taking part in an adventurous
training exercise broke the
eggs they had been put in
charge of.

Taking time out from their
duties with the NATO Stabil-
isation Force (SFOR) in
Bosnia, 27 stunned soldiers
cracked up when they were
given five specially stamped
“raw recruits” and told to
molly-coddle them as they
went rock-climbing, sub-aqua
diving, windsurfing and
mountain-biking.

But they soon found that
Capt Bob Wood, OC Brac
Adventurous Training Centre,
off the coast of Croatia, who
had the eggsellent idea, was
serious. If they smashed their egg
they were asked to produce a
lengthy “death” report.

“Some people asked for a new
egg because they had broken theirs
after the first activity,” he
eggsplained. “I told them they had
killed their recruit.

Eggstraordinary: Pte Alexander Maguire, RLC,
with raw recruits at the Brac adventure centre

IR
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“The idea of giving them an egg
was to make them think about
someone other than themselves. All
members of the team had to work
together to protect it. They needed
the egg for the final exercise so if
they broke it they couldn’t take
part.”

Reserves’ centre opens at Chilwell

A NEW “stepping stone” for Territo-
rial Army and reserve soldiers
between their civilian lives and mili-
tary service, the Reserves Training
and Mobilisation Centre (RTMC), is
to be established by April.

Situated at Chetwynd Barracks,
Chilwell, it will be responsible for the
administration, training and require-
ments of part-time soldiers volunteer-
ing for service with the Regular Army
at home, on overseas exercises or on
operations.

An estimated 3,600 personnel will
pass through the centre each year,
and the first course is due to start in
May. A 12-day individual training

module will give volunteers training
in skill-at-arms, first aid, fieldcraft
and personal fitness before they join
their units.

Individuals gt)il‘lg on operations
will attend Special-to-Theatre cours-
es before being deployed.

-

Message delivered
DEFENCE Secretary George
Robertson paid tribute to the Army’s
“posties” when he visited staff of the
Defence Mail Service, the Defence
Courier Service and the British
Forces Post Office at Inglis Barracks,
Mill Hill, London.

e

NINE soldiers were hoping to reach the
summit of Mount Acongagua (23,000ft)
in Argentina by the end of January. The
party of eight men and one women,
mostly from The Royal Irish Regiment,
left for South America in mid-January to
climb the highest peak in the Western
Hemisphere. Only about 40 per cent of
 attempts on the mountain are successful.

® John Bridgeman, chairman of the ,p
National Employers' Liaison Committee,

made a two-day visit to Bosnia with Lt
Gen Sir Christopher Wallace, Comman-
der Joint Operations, and met units serv-
ing at Banja Luka, Jajce and Sipovo.

® A new £5.5 million storage and load-

ing area for ammunition has been

s

Engaging the enemy: AS90s open fire during the final OS Group battle at BATUS

y

Support Group on
offensive at BATUS

CANADA’s prairie became the play-
ground of 3 (UK) Division’s Offen-
sive Support (OS) Group in a radical
departure for the British Army Train-
ing Unit at Suffield (BATUS).

It was the first opportunity to
develop the concept of the OS Group
and its role in divisional operations
outside the restrictive confines of Sal-
isbury Plain and the ranges in Ger-
many.

More than 1,500 soldiers from dif-
ferent units were brought together at
BATUS near Medicine Hat in Alber-
ta for what Maj Gen Cedric Delves,
GOC 3 (UK) Div, described as his
potentially  battle-winning = fourth
manoeuvre formation.

Troops of the Household Cavalry
Regiment, who provided the opposi-
tion for the 1998 series of Medicine
Man exercises, became the players
and conducted their first formation
reconnaissance exercise as a regiment
since 1993. In addition, the AS90
guns of 6/36 Battery RA, the Phoenix
surveillance and target acquisition
system of 22 Battery RA and the
Javelin air defence missiles of 43 Bat-
tery RA were involved in the three-
week exercise.

Already accustomed to the noise of

the big guns and Challenger tanks,
Suffield’s wide open spaces soon
became used to the “demented lawn-
mower” scream of the Phoenix
engine.

Enemy forces in the final exercise
were provided by a Challenger
squadron from the Royal Dragoon
Guards and infantry companies from
the 1st Battalions of The Royal High-
land Fusiliers and The King’s Own
Royal Border Regiment.

During the battle, conducted with
Tactical Engagement System laser
simulation equipment, the Phoenix
proved its worth in poor visibility,
finding the enemy and allowing the
guns and rockets of four artillery reg-
iments to put down effective fire.

In the calm of the Divisional HQ,
Lt Col Gerry Berragan, CO 32 Regi-
ment RA, ran the battle following
guidance from Commander Royal
Artillery, Brig Richard Applegate,
directing fire on to the enemy that
most threatened to break through.

Surveillance and target acquisition
patrols from Catterick-based 5 Regi-
ment RA deployed deep into enemy
territory, digging in and observing the
opposition forces as they rolled over
them.

February 1999 SOLDIER

opened at BAD Longtown by the Quarter-
master General, Lt Gen Sir Scott Grant.

@® A memorial to British artillerymen
who died at Isandhlwana was unveiled on
the battlefield by the Master Gunner St
James’s Park, Fd Marshal Lord Vincent,
on the 120th anniversary of the Anglo-
Zulu war in South Africa. The gunners

commemorated were from N Battery, 5th
Brigade RA, who were all but wiped out
on January 22, 1879.

@ Headquarters 2 (South East) Brigade
received the Investors in People award
from Kent Training and Enterprise Coun-
cil's chief executive during a ceremony at

Leeds Castle.

4
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Former Iron Curtain
countries join ARRC

THREE countries from the former Eastern
Block have set up a liaison department at the
Allied Command Europe Rapid Reaction Corps
(ARRC) Headquarters in Rheindahlen, Ger-
many.

The Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland
have each sent an officer and a senior non-com-
missioned officer to the liaison department,
which will act as a conduit between ARRC and
the three nations’ capitals.

The three were invited to join accession talks at
last year’s NATO summit in Madrid. Their
acceptance into the alliance is expected to
happen early next year.

Together . .. sometimes

When LCpl Karen Styles of the Adjutant General's
Corps and LCpl Terry Styles of the 1st Battalion, The
Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment
decided to tie the knot in July last year, they knew that
there was an overseas tour coming up. Sure enough,
three months later Karen found herself posted to Spilit,
Croatia while Terry was deployed to Gornji Vakuf in
Bosnia. Still, it's a case of absence making the heart
grow fonder . . . and at least they see one another once
a fortnight. Picture: Mike Weston

Adventure in Anglesey

A FORMER school for sons of Merchant Navy
officers is to re-open as the new HQ Joint Ser-
vices Mountain Training Centre on April 4.
HMS Indefatigable in Anglesey will be the
centre of excellence for turning talented moun-
tain climbers, skiers and canoeists into adventur-
ous training instructors for their units. A
tri-Service family welfare centre, the Nuffield
Centre, with swimming pool, sailing club and
climbing wall, will also be located on the site.
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Prince of
Wales at

Sandhurst |

CADETS passing out at the 128th
Sovereign’s Parade at the Royal
Military Academy were inspected
by the Prince of Wales, appearing
for the first time at Sandhurst in
the uniform of a major general.

Prince Charles, who was
accompanied by the Comman-
dant, Maj Gen Arthur Denaro, left,
presented the Sword of Honour to
Junior Under Officer Anthony
Bird, who will serve with the Army
Air Corps.

OC Paul Beaves, who received
the Queen’s Medal for achieving
the best overall results in military,
practical and academic studies,
will join the Royal Tank Regiment.

The parade was commanded by
the Academy Adjutant, Maj Francis
Hobbs, Gren Gds, mounted on Talav-
era. Maj Hobbs had been due to ride
Rougham Colleen, a horse familiar to
millions of television viewers after
appearing in the programme Animals

:

in Uniform, but she was injured a short
time before the parade. Although
recovering well, Rougham Colleen
was unable to take part in the parade.
Of the 210 officer cadets taking part
in the parade, 24 were from 16 over-

seas countries Picture: Terry Champion

Otterburn: the
INquiry reopens

THE public inquiry into Otterburn
Training Area is to reopen at the end
of March following a Government
decision to invite comments on new
information which has arisen since
the original hearing as a result of the
Strategic Defence Review.

The first inquiry, which lasted for
seven months and caused a rift
between the Army and the Northum-
berland National Park Authority, fin-
ished on October 30, 1997. The
Army wants to improve facilities on
Otterburn training area to train safely
on the AS90 gun and the M28 multi-
launch rocket system. New factors to
be taken into consideration include

the withdrawal of troops from Ger-
many, reductions in the strength of
the Territorial Army, location of
training facilities for additional AS90
regiments, and the training needs of a
new armoured brigade and new
Apache helicopter regiments.

“If the Army needed more facilities
than it did before it would put in a
new Notice of Proposed Develop-
ment, having carried out the required
environmental assessments,” said Lt
Col Patrick Gouldsbury, HQ Land
Command.

“We stll urgently need Otterburn
Training Area developed to meet our
commitments to NATQ.”

Cavalry regiment's
bond of friendship

CAVALRY regiments from either side of the
Channel paraded together at Hyde Park Bar-
racks for the signing of an official Bond of
Friendship.

The Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment
(HCMR) and La Garde Républicaine of France
have had close contact for some time.

It had been agreed to establish more formal
ties and the arrival of an equestrian display team
of 12 Republican Guards for the International
Horse Show at Olympia provided the ideal
opportunity for a ceremonial signing.

Flag comes down on
‘secret’ ammo dump

BRITISH involvement in the Walsrode ammu-
nion compound near Fallingbostel in Germany
ended in December after 53 years. The site had
been in constant use for ammunition storage
since the end of the Second World War when it
was discovered, accidentally, by a British Army
major. He was cycling past the site when he was
handed the keys by a local German civilian.

Until then, due to the excellence of its camou-
tlage, the Allies had no idea it existed.

Final hand-over to the German Government
will take place next year.

B

THE Army Presentation Team has been
awarded the Government's Charter Mark for
providing an outstanding service to the public.
It is the first award of its kind to be won by an
Army or MoD organisation.

® A 70ft Bailey Bridge which served as a
temporary National Trust footpath across the
River Ouse in Cambridgeshire has been

removed by 50 men from 39 Engineer Regi-
ment based at Waterbeach. The bridge was
erected by Royal Engineers in the spring last
year during a major restoration programme at
Houghton Mill.

® Armed Forces Minister Doug Henderson
visited troops stationed in the Falklands
during his first trip to the islands in December.

@ Booker Foodservice has won a contract
to provide food to UK Armed Forces in Croat-
ia and Bosnia via a warehouse and transport
operation based at Bugojno, central Bosnia.

® The Duke of Kent, Colonel-in-Chief of the
regiment, met soldiers of the 6th Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers during a visit
to Ashington TA Centre, Northumberland. )
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People, places, events

Record rookie: Sgt Larry McFarlane, right, inspects new recruits at Chelsea Bar-
racks, including Stephen Rosling, left, the 15,000th to sign up during 1998. Also in
the picture are, from left, Lydia McPherson, Laura Bunce and Tammy Knight

. “Recruiting figures

-take upward turn

Internet provides TA
latest in the outback

THERE was nothing on the bush
telegraph in Australia’s outback, so
soldiers from 15 (North East)
Brigade, which has 20 Territorial
Army units under command,
accessed the Internet to find news of
the TA restructuring.

Based in Brisbane for the five-
nation command post exercise Rain-
bow Serpent, many of the 15 Bde
contingent were taking part in an out-
standing adventure training pro-
gramme when news of the
restructuring was announced.

The rear party at Gallipoli Barracks
in Brisbane culled news of the
announcement from the Internet so
that soldiers could be briefed as they
returned from rock-climbing, bush-
walking, scuba-diving and canoeing
in national parks and the Great Barri-
er Reef.

all our hard work pay off. We gained
much useful knowledge from operat-
ing with our closest allies.”

The largely computer-based exer-
cise was designed to practise the pro-
cedures and planning becoming
increasingly necessary in providing
peace support to countries such as
Bosnia which are emerging from tur-
moil.

Rainbow Serpent also provided a
testing ground for the technical
demonstrator of the Battle Manage-
ment System (BMS), designed to be
used as a planning tool by officers on
such exercises.

Other nations showed much inter-
est in BMS, which provides details of
geographical locations, what man-
power and equipment is held, where
it is, and its battle-fitness state.

It was the first time a
regional brigade had repre-
sented the UK on an Aus-
tralia, Britain, Canada and
America (ABCA) exercise.
Officers from New Zealand
were also present as obser-
vers. Australia’s newly-
formed Deployable Joint
Force Headquarters took
part for the first time.

The event, last staged at
Fort Lewis in the USA, is
held every two years. Britain
will host the 2000 exercise.

“We practised hard be-
fore we set foot in Aus-

tralia,” said Brig Alan Deed,
Commander 15 (NE) Bde,
“and it was gratifying to see
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Capt Mark Layton, seated, project officer for the
Battle Management System, gives a demonstra-
tion to SSgt Barry Miller of the Australian Army
during Rainbow Serpent

Picture: Maj Charles Jones

AN energetic recruiting campaign during 1998
resulted in an 18 per cent increase in the number
of soldiers enlisting during the year.

It reversed the recruiting slump of previous
years and was the best figure since 1991. The
concerted effort focused on a hard-hitting adver-
tising campaign, the establishment of an Ethnic
Minority Recruiting Team and a high-profile
campaign to attract more women into the Army.

These measures were reinforced by the open-
ing of the new Army Foundation College at Har-
rogate (see feature, Pages 38-39), a Pathfinder
programme for schools, a continued programme
of Army Careers Office openings, and the re-
appearance of uniformed soldiers on the streets
of Britain.

Cold start in Gornji
7 =

This is snow fun if you have to do it most winter morn-
ings. SSgt Jamie Alleyne and Sig Min Gurung, both
of 30 Signal Regiment, clear the bonnet of a Land
Rover at the HQ of the 1st Battalion, The Worcester-
shire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment in Gorniji
Vakuf, Bosnia. See Pages 21-23.

Picture: Mike Weston

EOD sappers to
dig up old tanks

ARMY explosive experts from Essex have begun
a two-year long operation to clear land near the
entrance to the Channel Tunnel at Folkestone of
ammunition and wartime tanks buried on the
North Downs.

The project, by soldiers from 33 Engineer
Regiment (EOD) at Wimbish, will involve the
clearance of more than 150 acres on the training
area at Arpinge. The land has been used by the
Army since the First World War. Already hun-
dreds of ordnance items have been removed for
destruction.

Specialist equipment will be used to remove
four Churchill tanks, known to be buried on the
land, because of the potential hazard to person-
nel from excavating the area.
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Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

IMAGINE the scene. It is the year 2010
and British soldiers are taking part in a
fierce street-battle.

A section is waiting behind a wall. The
commander edges his rifle around the
corner, presses a button and the camera
mounted near the sight starts to record
the scene for him. The images are relayed
to a computer processor on the soldier’s
back and appear on the head-up display
in front of his eyes at the same time as
being transmitted back to headquarters.

Something catches his eye and disap-
pears. After rewinding and freeze-framing
the image to examine it more closely he
makes the decision to wait until nightfall

Maj Brian

Package of improvements:
Robertson and Pte Graham Cunnea (left)
with a modified 50-calibre machine-gun

The Infantry Trials and
Development Unit
tests weapons and
equipment the British

Armed Forces will use

in the 21st century
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are able to oper-
ate as comfort-
ably in the dark as
in daylight.

This is FIST
Future Infantry
System Technolo-
gy — which is
being developed
and tested in a
£6m project fund- sy ;
ed jointly between the MoD and industry.

It will take up to ten years to perfect
the system. During this time scientists
from the Defence Evaluation and
Research Agency (DERA) at Fort Hal-
stead, and experts from such companies
as Pilkington Electronics and British
Aerospace Defence Systems, will work
alongside members of the Infantry Trials
and Development Unit (ITDU) who

Personal Clothing
and Equipment Section

tion. “But a lot of what we pro-  exact

MMHMMW
packs.

items as sledge- Jeremy Davies,
hammers, jem- W02 John McCaf-
mies, crowbars, frey and Maj

and axes. The

ing a new ladder
two major items

from four pieces, and a stretcher
~ which weighs only nine kilos.

provide the infrastructure for the trials.

“This is the first year in a ten-year cycle
to produce the final system,” explained
Maj Simon Nias, RGR, SO2 Electronics
and Special Equipment Section, ITDU.
“It is avionics technology out of the cock-
pit and on to the battlefield. We have to
make it user-friendly and ‘ruggedise’ it so
that soldiers can use it in the field.”

It is one of more than 70 trials ITDU is
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grappling-hooks James Barry test- |

are a specially-designed ladder, which |
- can be easily carried and assembled §

Support Weapons Section . R

MRTRIGAT, a medium-
range anti-tank guided
weapon which is a potential
replacement for Milan, has
completed multi-national tion.
trials in Otterburn, Canada
and Australia. The laser-
guided missile is less prone
to being interfered with and
destroyed during flight, the
two warheads are more
effective against modern
armour and it can be fired
from inside a building.

presently involved in from its base at
Warminster Training Centre on Salisbury
Plain. The unit, which is all-arms and tri-
Service, is responsible for testing and
developing all infantry-type weapons and
equipment before they are issued to sol-
diers. These can range from Warrior fight-
ing vehicles and missile launchers to gun-
sights and personal clothing.

ITDU is a vital link in the chain which
finally ends with a new piece of equip-
ment coming into service. The Opera-
tional Requirements Branch at MoD first
decides if there is a need for an item. Staff
at the Procurement Executive at Abbey
Wood are then tasked with procuring it,
and it is passed to ITDU to trial and
check it meets all specifications.
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“All the intelligent bits are in
the weapon this time,” said
Maj Brian Robertson, RRF,
SO2 Support Weapons Sec- range.

“Nobody has it at the
moment, but it is a very
European project with five
countries in the consortium:
UK, France, Germany, the
Netherlands and Belgium.”

The section is also testing
new ammunition for the
51mm mortar, working

closely with the manufactur-
ers to find a more efficient
way of firing at shorter

The Joint Rapid Reaction
Force has asked ITDU to
come up with a package of
improvements to make the
50-calibre machine-gun a
more effective weapon
system. One of the modifica-
tions is a quick-change
barrel, saving soldiers pre-
cious time.

Lt Col Stephen Oxlade, Commandant
of ITDU, said the unit’s prime aim was to
ensure that new equipment met the oper-
ational requirement under operational
conditions. The “user” — the soldier
whose life could very well depend on his
piece of kit performing in exactly the way
he was told it would — is always upper-
most in the minds of those doing the tri-
alling.

“We are here to give advice if there are
any problems,” said Lt Col Oxlade. “If we
don’t know the answer then we always
know someone who does.

“Qur trial reports are completely unbi-
ased. We produce a ranking against key
requirements and it is for someone else
to take these results and make the deci-

each commanded by a major:

Anti-tank power: MRTRIGAT, a Euro-
pean project, being trialled by Pte
Graham Cunnea and CSgt Nick Carter

X fich equipment is bought.”
ere are five sections within ITDU,
Small
Arms, Personal Clothing and Equipment,
Mobility, Support Weapons, and Elec-
tronic and Special Equipment.

It is important that tests are carried out
in climates where the kit is likely to be
used. Cold trials, for example, take place
at Fort Greely in Alaska where tempera-
tures fall to minus 45C. Hot dry trials are
carried out in Kuwait or Australia, and
hot wet trials in Brunei.
ITDU carries out user
trials for the Joint
Rapid Reaction Force.

A trial report will
then be written and, if
the results are good,
> Abbey Wood lets the
Lt Col Sephen contract gnd buys the
Oxlade new equipment. But

ITDU’s job does not
stop there. It carries out Mid-Life
Improvements (MLIs) on kit and gener-
ally makes sure it has an input in projects
from cradle to grave.

As a result there is an “Aladdin’s Cave”
of a workshop with state-of-the-art com-
@ Turn to next page
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Small Arms Section

The Rifle Grenade General Ser-
vice, which can fire a high-explo-
sive fragmentation grenade into a
bunker-sized target accurately
from up to 150 metres, has been
one of the great successes of
ITDU .

“The problem was that the sol-
dier was issued with a small plas-
tic sight which broke shortly after
being tested,” explained Maj
Simon Jones, PWRR, SO2 Small
Arms Section. “We received dif-
ferent sights which varied in size
and effectiveness — one actually
melted when we were testing it.

“Finally Joe Allen in our work-
shop fabricated a dedicated
bracket with an accurate ring-
sight which fits on top of the rifle
perfectly. We are now developing
a bracket and iron sight for jungle
operations.”

The section is testing various
grenades which use modern and
cheaper manufacturing tech-
nigues. One of the most effective,
but most expensive, has a first
charge causing metal legs to
spring out so that it rights itself. A
second charge then explodes
with a lethal range of 20 metres.

The section is trialling four long-
range large-calibre rifles; two
British, one American and one
French. A full set of climatic trials
has been carried out and the trial
reports are being written.

“It's sad, but we don't give any

preference to British manufactur-
ers,” said Maj Jones. “The advan-
tage of buying British is that it is
very easy to interface with British
companies and we can make
modifications quickly and easily.
Sometimes dealing with manu-
facturers abroad is difficult. But at
the end of the day it is a level
playing field."

| Clear view: Hidr Chisholm
demonstrates the accurate,
home-crafted new ring-sight

| Testing, testing: From left: "}5!_’“
Maj Simon Jones, QMSI John
Dallison, CSgt Gary Hayward
and Hlidr lan Chisholm with
. four long-range large-calibre
rifles from various countries

Mobility Section

Thousands of kilometres

® From Page 15

are covered by the Mobility

Section as the vehicles and
weapons they test are sub-
jected to the most rigorous

trials.

The Weapons Mount
Installation Kit on top of a
Land Rover Wolf chassis
modified with a GPMG and
a .50 Browning is one of the

puterised manufacturing equipment. It is
here that any adjustments or alterations
are carried out to improve the perfor-
mance of hardware being tested.

“We can make absolutely anything
here,” was the proud claim of workshop
administrator W02 (AQMS) Gary
Williams, REME. Civilian industrial
technician Joe Allen has been made MBE
for his 15 years of service, and is responsi-
ble for designing and manufacturing a
number of modifications on weapons and
kit the British Army uses today.

All the officers in the unit have techni-
cal weapons qualifications and attended
the Military College of Science at
Shrivenham for a year. The senior NCOs
are experts in their own technical areas.

From its base on the edge of Salisbury
Plain, I'TDU has access to 400 square
miles of roads and countryside on which
to carry out many of its trials.

The Army of the future is being scruti-
nised very carefully by the Army of today.

systems undergoing tests.

By design: CSgt Pete Aston with his
system for firing Milan from a Warrior

The proce-
dure was
explained by
Maj Ranald
Blue, LI,

SO2 Mobility
Section. “First
we test the
ergonomics;
does it feel
right, and will
the soldier
feel comfort-
able? We then
take iton a
1,000km trun-
dle over all
different types
of terrain and
if a bit falls off
it is logged.
We don't just
say what the
problems are,
but make rec-

ommendations to solve the
problem. A lot of it is just
common sense.”

Trials have also been car-
ried out on the 7.62 chain
gun for the Warrior fighting
vehicle to see whether the
point of impact moves when
the barrels are changed.
The section has also been
trialling a weapon mount for
a .50 Browning on top of a
BV206 on behalf of the
Royal Marines. It has
already snapped once and
modifications have been
made.

CSqgt Pete Aston has been
working out a system where
a Milan can be fired from the
top of a Warrior. He has
designed a castellation pro-
tection system which will be
attached to the top of the
vehicle.

“We have to determine how
thick the metal has to be by
working out what mass will
strike the plate, and the
workshop will then prod
the sheet for us,” he said.
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Burns are a hazard of
modern warfare. But at
the Royal Hospital Haslar,
surgeons, nurses and
combat medical
technicians learn new
methods which improve

victims' chances of survival

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Terry Champion

IT IS conservatively esti-
mated that burns com-
prise about ten per cent
of injuries in any war
and, depending on the
nature of a conflict,
this figure can be very
much higher.

But surprisingly few
burns injuries are caus-
ed by direct enemy act-

: Lo,
ion. Most soldiers suffering =y o
the agonising, sometimes fatal 4 -

and often disfiguring injuries are
the victims of accidents which occur
when the stress of operational duties over-
whelms peacetime standards of health
and safety.

Mundane though such threats may
appear when an enemy is firing rockets
and dropping bombs with extreme
malice, almost as much danger exists in
the routine management of ammunition
stores, fuel dumps and domestic facilities
— particularly kitchens.

MAXIMUM CHANCE

When burns do occur, whatever the
cause, it is vital that victims receive
prompt and appropriate first aid. Correct
early treatment gives them the maximum
chance of survival and rehabilitation
when they have been transferred to per-
manent or field hospitals.

These were the principal messages con-
veyed to tri-Service students attending a
special course at the Royal Military Hos-
pital Haslar at Gosport, Hants. The latest
of a series of intensive one-day burns sem-
inars was designed to bring medical field
operatives up to date on the latest tech-
niques for the prevention and early treat-
ment of burns.

During a break in the course, organiser
Maj David Bates explained that most par-
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ticipants had already passed
the standard medics’ courses on
battlefield trauma and life support and
were familiar with modern drugs and
treatments. But few had experienced the
intensely demanding reality
of casualty “management” in
the field.

“One problem,” said Maj
Bates, “is that those giving
first aid can be diverted from
the proper procedures by the
drama of a situation. They
can be confused by the chaos
surrounding an incident and
the pressure to treat obvious
superficial injuries, over-

Tri-Service approach: Trainees attend to a simulated casualty on a
burns seminar at Haslar, Gosport. Left to right, Leading Naval Nurse
Lisa Mullen, Fit Lt Gordon Brown, Lt John Logan and Capt John Clarke

ON the same day that
the latest burns course
was held at Haslar, the
Ministry of Defence
announced that the
hospital will close
within the first few
years of the next cen-
tury. But the specialist
doctors and nurses
appear to be deter-

Where does it hurt? Casualty simulation, using realistic techniques, is a
vital ingredient in the course. Inset, Maj Fiona Cameron of 205 Field Hos-
pital applies the gory make-up to Pte Nicola Walker of 33 Field Hospital

Royal Victoria Infirmary at Newecastle
upon Tyne, emphasised that the tech-
niques taught are practical and appropri-
ate for use in difficult circumstances.
“There is no theoretical stuff,” she
explained, pointing out that
many battlefield first-aiders
are likely to be yvoung, junior
ranking combat medical
technicians or even bands-
men with minimal medical

training.
Combat medical techni-
cians working alongside

senior nurses and even con-
sultant surgeons were, said
Sarah Pape, among the best

looking previously existing mined that their pio- students. “That just shows
conditions such as pregnan- neering course will the merits of this course. We
cy, diabetes or asthma, with  continue to develop, can teach burns prevention

potentially serious results.”
A combination of lectures,
group work and the “treat-
ment” of simulated casual-
ties (all bearing horribly real-
istic injuries and acting with
disturbing realism) brought home the
vital lessons in this course, which is
licensed to the British military medical
authorities by its designers in the New
Zealand and Australian armed forces.
Civilian instructor Sarah Pape, normal-
ly a consultant plastic surgeon at the

eventually becoming
an essential element of
basic training for every
uniformed nurse,
doctor and medic.

and management techniques
to people with only basic
knowledge of anatomy and
medicine.”

Attendance at one of
Haslar’s occasional Emer-
gency Management of Severe Burns
courses is not compulsory for field med-
ical operatives. All students are volun-
teers. But Haslar’s burns specialists hope
that the course will soon become an inte-
gral element of basic training for every
medic, nurse and doctor.




Kosovo

As the world nervously watched Kosovo
appear to descend into another ferocious
Balkan war, British soldiers were placed on
stand-by in Macedonia for a possible rescue
mission to the disputed territory

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Jim Gallagher

THE OPERATIONS room at Camp
(once hotel) Panorama on the outskirts of
Macedonia’s capital, Skopje, hums with
activity and conveys the sense of ordered,
brisk urgency which has characterised
this King’s Own Royal Border Regiment
deployment since the first troops arrived a
month ago.

In the days before Balkan strife put paid
to the local tourism industry, the ops
room was a casino, but no chips have
changed hands there for some time. The
booth from which the bits of coloured
plastic were dispensed is now occupied by
a camouflaged NCO cashier handling
wads of denar bank notes for the purchase
of local building materials and food.

The soldiers at their makeshift desks
are busy planning and supervising logisti-
cal support and training while monitoring
the tinder-box situation across the bor-
der. They are also developing plans for the
emergency extraction of the unarmed
cease-fire verifiers, a mission which could
come with as little as six hours’ notice.

The deadly serious nature of this
deployment and the rapidly deteriorating
situation are illustrated vividly by annota-
tions on the huge map of Kosovo which
dominates one wall of the ops room:
December 13: five-hour gun battle, 30 ethnic
Albanians killed. January 7: eight Serb sol-
diers captured by KVA; January 15: 30 or
more ethnic Albanians massacred.

It is all happening perilously close to
the 1,000 or so unarmed men and women
of the Kosovo Verification Mission, some
225 British among them, who are moni-
toring events in the disputed territory and
even attempting to keep the regular and
guerrilla armies apart. One British verifi-
er has already been injured in a shooting

= Lo Reiiia B

incident. If the escalation continues, the
vulnerable international observers will
need to be evacuated. Serbian leader Slo-
bodan Milosevic has promised to see that
this 1s done, but if he reneges or is unable
to fulfil his promise, NATO’s Extraction
Force will do the job.

Compared with the other national ele-
ments of the force — France (the lead
nation), the Netherlands, Germany and
Italy — the British contingent is heavily
armed and protected. KORBR troops are
gquippcd with 14 Warrior tracked fight-
ing vehicles, packing 30mm cannon and
machine-guns and each carrying seven
infantrymen, or “dismounts”.

The enhanced company also boasts
anti-tank weapons and one of the few
indirect fire assets available to the extrac-
tion force, hefty 8 l|mm mortars.

CAPABLE

“We are as strong as can be,” said
Burma Company’s Ops Officer, Capt
Andy Scholes. “The British contingent
has support elements, and a resupply and
support chain in place, meaning that we
are capable of deploying to the north
independently.”

They are, however, unlikely to head
into Kosovo alone. Within the Extraction
Force the British troops are most closely
allied with the Netherlands Forces, who
have three Chinook heavy-lift helicopters
based at nearby Skopje Airport. This gives
the British-Dutch combined element the
ability to deploy by air, land or both,
depending on the mission. Further air
support is available from French Puma
troop carriers and Italian light attack heli-
copters. ; -

Working furiously towards the mid-Jan-
was to be fully operational, the KORBR

company and the reinforcing platoons

Warrior foreelii:

-~

Warriors within
Warriors:
Dismounts clean
their weapons
during an
exercise

from the Royal Irish Regiment and the
Highlanders must at times have found it
difficult to believe the latest call to the
Balkans had come out of the blue as
recently as November 24. They had just
11 days to prepare for deployment “to a
place to be confirmed,” as the orders
cryptically put it.

There was a race to fit the Warriors’
bolt-on armour and pack containers with
freight, ammunition and food.

With the vehicles and supplies en route
across the Mediterranean courtesy of the
R_eynl Fleet Auxiliary, the advance party
left for Macedonia on December 16, fol
lowed later by the bulk of the compa

-and a squadron of Royal Engineers.
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By the New Year, the KORBR force was
established at Camp Panorama and
facing the task of developing a military
infrastructure from scratch. One soldier
commented: “It’s the first time I've been
deployed to a location where there is
nothing. In Bosnia, at least, the infra-
structure is well established, but here we
have had to establish a base and supply
lines, map routes, and cope with a lan-
guage barrier.”

There was also the urgent need to
develop a training programme tailored for
whatever challenges might await in
Kosovo if the call comes. First-aid proce-
dures (more comprehensive than usual)
were taught, revised and revised again.
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Making tracks: As the deadline for operational readiness approached, the KORBR crews

put their Warriors through their paces on ranges borrowed from the Macedonian Army

At your peril: Soldiers of the Royal Irish Regiment, left, learn about the threat from mines

Sapper EOD experts lectured on the
myriad range of mines employed by both
sides in Kosovo and weapons were zeroed
and tested on ranges borrowed from the
tiny Macedonian Army.

Above all, Warrior and infantry tactics
were rehearsed over and over again, cul-
minating in a lengthy company-level live
firing exercise which confirmed that the
January 15 target date for operational
readiness had been met.

The cruel Balkan winter made it a mis-
erable business at times. In early January,
night-time temperatures plummeted to
minus 20C. Warrior batteries froze, fuel
lines split and engines were sometimes left
running around the clock to ensure that
they did not fall victim to the intense cold.

“It’s not a walk in the park, and it’s not
like Bosnia,” commented Maj Geoff
Moss, describing the challenges that they
had already overcome and those that they
may yet face. No one in the NATO force
would disagree. The thought of operating
in volatile Kosovo, where they could
easily be caught between opposing guer-
rilla and Yugoslav Army forces, is sober-
ing.

For this reason Lt Col Richard Iron,
CO 1 KORBR, recognised that any mis-
sion to rescue the verifiers needed to be
well-defined, limited and, above all, very
carefully planned. Despite the Serbian

leader stating publicly that any NATO
forces crossing the border would be con-
sidered hostile, the CO hoped that heavy
diplomacy would ensure that any mission
would not be opposed.

“Tt is simply not in our mandate to go in
and fight the Yugoslav Army,” he said.
“But nothing in the Balkans is easy and if
we do deploy it is likely to be in an uncer-
tain environment.”

CONFIDENCE

The weeks of preparation and training
undoubtedly raised morale and confi-
dence among the soldiers, both the
KORBR crews and their mixed-regiment
“dismounts”. “It’s got the potential to be
exciting,” said LCpl Carl Brookes, with
masterly understatement. The sniper
added: “We’re trained to do it, so we want
to.”

Pte Michael Grundell, a gunner in a
Warrior’s 30 mm turret, admitted that he
had originally felt some qualms. “I was
nervous to start with, but I’'m getting used
to the idea.”

Their platoon commander, Lt Graham
Johnson, summed up the optimism
common among the soldiers at Camp
Panorama. “So long as my platoon is
happy about their vehicles and the dis-
mounts are trained, then I’'m happy. We're
ready for anything.”
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Closed Issue

The following new rates of interest will apply on Skipton Services
Home Savings Scheme from Friday 15th January 1999.

Previous New
Grossp.a./AER 6.50% | Gross p.a./AER 6.25% |Netp.a. 5.00%

Gross means before deduction of tax and where required by legislation, interest will be paid or
credited after deduction of income tax at the appropriate rate. Tax may be reclaimed from the Inland
Revenue where the amount deducted exceeds an investor’s liability to

income tax. AER stands for Annual Equivalent Rate and illustrates what
the interest rate would be if interest was paid and added each year.
Principal Office, The Bailey, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 1DN
Telephone: 01756 705030  www.skipton.co.uk

A member of the Building Societies Association
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Bosnia briefing

Bosnia's roads claim more lives than military
action. The British Army is making sure that
soldiers know how to cope when they arrive

Reports: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Mike Weston

YOU wouldn’t want to be sitting in the
front seat for this excursion. This was the
view from route Gull shortly after the first
snows of winter had fallen.

Bosnian cars are specifically designed
for the unique driving qualities of the
Balkan driver . . . they have no brakes or
indicators. For the advanced motorist,
special-edition vehicles have the steering
wheels removed.
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Driving in Bosnia is no joke. There is a
greater risk of death and injury from road
traffic accidents than from military
action. The good news is that there has
been a significant reduction in accidents
over the past year, achieved against a
backdrop of increased military activity
over a period when local populations and
traffic increased to pre-war levels in most
areas.

Monthly comparisons between 1996
and 1997 and 1997 and 1998 reveal a

® Turn to next page

Driven round the bend: This civilian coach
took a slip road off the Gull scenic route

Pte Brent Hardacre, 1 WFR motor transport
platoon, checks his vehicle’s snow chains




Bosnia briefing

Policing the police

THE road was dark and icy, the weather
bitterly cold. Snow had been falling
steadily all day and the wind had whipped
it into little mounds by the side of the
road.

Lt Col Robert Jordan, commanding
officer of the 1st Battalion, The Worces-
tershire and Sherwood Foresters Regi-
ment, saw the police the moment the
convoy turned the corner and instructed
his driver to pull over.

Accompanied by Capt Charlie Thomp-
son and an interpreter, Lt Col Jordan
walked crisply over to the two policemen.

We were about to see how the Dayton
Peace Agreement is put into action on the
ground. The two policemen were obvi-
ously freezing cold, as
if they had been stand-
ing there for some
time. Lt Col Jordan
exchanged pleasant-
ries and quickly got
down to business.

“Ask them what
they are doing here,”
he told the translator.

“They say they are
stopping motorists to
advise them to take care on the icy road,”
came back the reply.

“Remind them that it is explicitly
against Dayton to set up roadblocks.”

When this was translated, the police-
men vehemently denied that that was
what they were doing.

“Well if that is the case ask them why
this 1s the third time in two weeks that I
have seen police at this spot?”

Lt Col Jordan

SOLDIERS from the 1st Battalion,
The Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regiment encountered a
few difficulties on their first
Bosnian tour in 1996.

Not least of these were that

the locals found it difficult to
pronounce their name, espe-
cially if the slivovic (the
indigenous cherry brandy,
known as slip-in-a- ditch) had

There were more animated denials. The
discussion carried on in this vein for sev-
eral minutes and then ended cordially
with the colonel shaking hands and bid-
ding them goodnight. He had made it
clear, politely but firmly, that he did not
expect to see them there again.

It was obvious to everyone present that
they were being economical with the
truth. It was, after all, very public-spirited
of the police to stand by the side of the
road in freezing conditions to remind
motorists to drive carefully.

A cynic might have thought they were
stopping cars, checking out who was
inside and then demanding money with
menaces. Or even worse, they might have
been on the lookout for returning
refugees. That is not the sort of welcom-
ing committee that would make you feel
glad to be home.

The problem is complicated because
the local police are paid peanuts and a bit
of palm-greasing is the only way some of
them can survive. It is through incidents
such as this, making the police aware that

Verge of disaster

® From Page 21

steady reduction in the number of acci-
dents for all but one of the 12 months.

Conditions faced by military drivers
deploying to the Former Republic of
Yugoslavia are probably the most severe
they will encounter in their careers.

Pre-deployment training and imagina-
tive initiatives taken in theatre, such as the
Op Lodestar Driver of the Month award,
have all contributed to reducing acci-
dents.

Military speed limits (set lower than the
civilian ones) are strictly enforced and
spot checks ensure that vehicles are in a
roadworthy condition.

The new Defence Annual Road Safety
Report notes: “Most road traffic acci-
dents occur during the best driving condi-

tions and Op Lodestar has been no differ-
ent in this respect. “Complacency and
lack of concentration, combined with reg-
ular routine journeys, may all be signifi-
cant contributory factors.”

Elsewhere in the report there is a com-
parison of accidents with soldiers’ ages.

“Not surprisingly, when compared to
all Army road traffic accidents (RTAs),
younger drivers were involved in the high-
est proportion of RTAs. The 17-21 year-
old age group was involved in 33 per cent
of all RTAs and 60 per cent of drivers
involved in accidents were under 25 years
of age.

“This age group is recognised national-
ly as the one most at risk. It is also the
principal age group which the Army trains
and employs.”

been flowing freely.
So on their second tour, the regi-

ment opted for a more corporate
image. This time around the
battalion has painted a pic-
ture of Robin Hood on the
side of its Warriors. The
graphic is easily recognisable
and the regiment is now
known by everyone as the
Robin Hoods.

SFOR is keeping an eye on them, that the
Dayton Agreement is put into action. It
is by policing the police that returning
refugees feel secure.

.
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Putting the joy back into young lives: Sol-
diers of B Coy, 1 RS (Gurkha reinforcement
company) at Budzak school, Banja Luka.
The Gurkhas are building a play area

doors so that they have heat and protection.
The winter months are very, very cold.”

That is exactly the sort of help they gave
recently to a couple in their 70s after a neigh-
bour threw a pipe bomb at the house. The
Army was making good the damage and sup-
plying additional blankets.

“Once the work has been completed we will
still go back with basic foodstuffs, but we have
to avoid making them dependent on us. Aid
agencies are supposed to look after them and
we try to enhance that work.”

WO1 Maguire said provisions were paid for
by the Gurkhas of B Coy, the Royal Scots’
Gurkha reinforcement company.

Projects are driven by Gurkhas on the
ground. At a cerebral palsy and prosthetic
hospital, the soldiers from Nepal, adored by

 the youngsters, have arranged concerts for

?19 children and supplied 11 electric heaters.

Market movements: From left to right, Cpl Allen Oliver, Cpl Jason Marks, Sgt Paul McFar-
lane and LCpl Anthony Gamble, 1 WFR, press the flesh in the town’s busy market

PROZOR PATROL

SGT Paul McFarlane and his patrol
worked the market with the kind of social
grace that a society hostess uses to mingle
at a cocktail party. There was a cheery
smile here, a wave there and some stum-
bling Serbo-Croat to help things along.
This was one of the three daily patrols
that 1 WFR performed in and around
Prozor town. Usually lasting for 90 min-
utes, the four-man patrols are an impor-
tant part of the peace process. They let the
locals know that they are there if needed.

GOOD HUMOUR

The style is relaxed and good
humoured. Perhaps the British squaddie
is particularly well-suited to this sort of
meet-and-greet, end-of-the-millennium
soldiering, where diplomacy is as impor-
tant as traditional Army strengths. Years of
experience in Northern Ireland and
Cyprus obviously help.

The patrols, always immaculately
turned out, have their rifles slung over
their backs which makes the troops
appear unthreatening.

Capt Charlie Thompson explained the
benefits of this approach. “The soldiers
are very good at communicating with the
locals, even though they don’t speak
Serbo-Croat. It reassures them to know
that we are here.”

Market traders sell all manner of food
and drink and the soldiers took an obvi-
ous delight in guessing if some of the
items were animal, vegetable or mineral.

But despite the urbane conviviality
which the soldiers carried with them, you
could never quite escape the undercur-
rent of another, altogether more sinister
mood. This was partly to do with the fact
that there were so many guns about. What
if a situation developed?

The SFOR British soldiers have plenty
of options. First, they can bring their
weapons around to their chests, immedi-
ately upping the ante. Then they can cock
their weapons to show that they mean
business. Failing that they can withdraw
and return with body armour and rein-
forcements.

All of these options and more were
available, as distinct from a more heavy-
handed approach characterised by a
patrol marching about in body armour
with rifles at the ready.

As the patrol worked its way across the
market, one of the stall-holders, an old
man with no teeth, called out to the
British soldiers and held up some of his
produce with a beaming smile.

“I might be a big tough soldier, but [ am
not brave enough to try some of that,” one
of them quipped.




THE INQUIRY INTO THE MANAGEMENT OF CARE OF CHILDREN RECEIVING COMPLEX

HEART SURGERY AT THE BRISTOL ROYAL INFIRMARY

The Bristol Royal Infirmary Inquiry, which is examining the management All initial contacts with the Inquiry office will be treated as confidential.
of the care of all complex rflwilclren‘s heart surgery cases o the hospital The Inquiry tecm's email address s inquir@di geid Yeu con
between 1984 and 1995 is now underway, after being formally the team on 0171 972 4602 or telephone on 0845 3000 613
launched ot o preliminary hearing. (calls charged at local rate). The Inquiry's terms of reference and other
The Inquiry wishes to hear from the families of any children who had relevant information can be found on an Internet website:

complex heart surgery at the BRI between the above dates and from www.Bristol-Inquiry.org.uk/

people who may have an interest in the work of the Inquiry team and

The Inquiry team is currently gathering evidence in preparation for the
who want to make a contribution. GUiky Y 9 2] prep

start of full public hearings which will be held in both Bristol and
If you have not previously been in contact with the Inquiry then please get  London and are scheduled to start in March this year.

in fouch, in the first instance, with the Secretary, Una O'Brien,

Room LGO7, Wellington House, 135-155 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UG.

MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13 +

A happy family school in beautiful countryside

on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border Hatcher Rogerson Solicitors
proud of our long association with Service families 25 8t. Mary’s Street, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 1RZ
* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders Tel: 01948 663035 Fax: 01948 662300

* Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress
* Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs
* Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama

We offer a comprehensive range of legal services, including
representation before Courts Martial, Magistrates’ Court and Crown Court

* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds for all criminal prosecutions including motoring offences.
* Qur own escorts to and from major stations and all U.K. airports Other services include advice and representation on family
* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exeats and matrimonial issues, such as divorce and separation.
* INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARIES We also deal with personal injury claims resulting out of motor accidents or
Kinlet Hall e accidents at work and general contractual disputes.
Nr Bewdley Tel: (01299) 841230 ' Offices also at 5 Mill Street, Wem, Shropshire SY4 SEL
Wores DY12 3AY and
- 25 Castle Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 DA

OLD SWINFORD

FORCES LEGAL NETWORK

STOURBRIDGE

Founded 1670
560 Boys 11-18 200 in Sixth Form 380 Boarders

FULL BOARDING FEES
£2000 PER TERM
NO EDUCATION COSTS

@ Average class size 12 in the Sixth Form and
20 below Sixth Form

@ 95% of Upper Sixth proceed to University,
8% of Upper Sixth gained Oxbridge places for 1998

® Boarding accommodation in small units,
All Sixth Form boarders have individual study-bedrooms

@ Sports Mark Gold Award from The Sports Council

® Outdoor Pursuits programme at weekends

® Admission at 11+, 13+ and Sixth Form

@ Easy access to motorway network

® Pupils escorted to major airports

We are a national association of
independent firms of Solicitors

With recognised experience of
Service personnel

With legal problems both connected with
Service life and

Generally
24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Whether you are in the UK or overseas, use our
FREEPHONE number for immediate FREE
initial advice on any legal matter and BEFORE
any interview with Services or civilian police.

0800 328 0999

The Network reserves the right to change or withdraw the freephone
number at any time.
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If you would like us to send a prospectus, or you wish to visit the
school, ‘|]E‘ ase ;111(|51(‘ or write to The Admissiens Secretary

'OLp SWINFORD HOSPITAL 7
Stourbridge, West Midlands. DY8 1QX  irarems
Tel: (01384) 398225 Fax: (01384) 441686 :

A ATION FOR BOYS

'Y WHICH EXISTS TO PROVIDE EDU




could have
beenus...

If you choose
to believe this
rather
circumstantial
evidence!”

“They weren’t lost . . . and

there’s no finder’s reward!”
3

“Ah see big Alec got his usual lift hame!”

“Regular customer or not . . . we’re not
SOLDIER February 1999 taking cell bookings for the millennium! . @



“TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FUTURE”

* You need to earn in excess of £48,000 per year

* You will be able to manage a team of at least four people
* You can attend a three-day residential training course
* You want confirmed leads and appointments

* You are interested in property and finance

* You want to work an established marketing system

* You can attend a one-day presentation at our offices
* You want to be the executive consultant for your area
* You want to be part of a National company

* You want a full money-back guarantee

* You want to succeed

Licences avaliable now from £4,977

Telephone Ken at Kingfishers Ventures
0151 928 8§22

to discuss this unique opportunity

Ex-Army most welcome

ELLISON & CO

SOLICITORS

Headgate Court ® Head Street ® Colchester COIl INP

Tel: (01206) 764477 Fax: (01206) 764455

LEGAL SPECIALISTS
IN ALL DISCIPLINARY MATTERS

A firm with recognised experience of assisting
Service Personnel in all areas of Law

24 hours a day service
01523 110006

Whether you are in the

A QUALITY SERVICE
Approved by The Legal Aid Board

k for
David Howell
WE RECOMMEND YOU SEEK IMMEDIATE ADVICE BEFORE AN

INTERVIEW WITH THE POLICE OR IF SERVED WITH
PROSECUTION PAPERS

T’ reg.
1st March 1999

Order your new
‘T’ reg. car from
Natocars now...

* Choice - Tax Free or Tax Paid -
over 1,000 specially discounted models.
Guaranteed quality used cars.

* Natotrade - Part exchange welcome.

* Natoloan - Choice of finance schemes.

* Natosure - Best rate car insurance cover for most countries.

* Natoserve - Many models available from stock.
* Natocare - Best service guaranteed by over 30 years’ experience.

...be one of the
FIRS‘T’!

MERCEDES-BENZ  PEUGEOT

@ . VOLVO

VAUXHALL VOLKSWAGEN GROUP  VOLKSWAGEN vowvo

¢ s
- BIRnatocars 2
- NN A Rewarding Experience M o

s your

S/T REG

Natocars Ltd ® Wylds Road e Bridgwater ® Somerset @ TAé 4BH
T 01278 455555 @ Fax: 01278 450396 @ E-mail: sales@natocars.co.uk
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From Westminster to Wapping

A monthly digest of what's being said in Parliament and the Press

Too young for the UN

NO under-18s will be sent by the Ministry of
Defence on United Nations peacekeeping
missions, Armed Forces Minister Doug Hen-
derson said in a Parliamentary written reply.

More than 5,000 soldiers under the age of
18 currently serve in the British Army, accord-
ing to statistics issued in another written
answer on the same day. Sixteen-year-olds
totalled 1,182, including 99 females, and
3,877 17-year-olds (428 females).

Mr Henderson said the MoD fully accepted
the UN's undertaking that no one under 18
would take part in UN peacekeeping missions,
with the proviso that 17-year-olds may be
serving in a Royal Navy ship deployed at short
notice while at sea.

Private transport: Front-line transport for
tanks and other heavy armoured vehicles may
be provided by the private sector from the year
2002.

Four groups of companies are being invited
to bid for a heavy equipment transporter ser-
vice. The consortia are also being invited to
explore the scope for using sponsored
reserves — company employees with a
reserve service liability, trained to operate the
vehicles on exercises and operations.

“We aim to reach a decision on the way
ahead in early 2000,” Defence Procurement
Minister John Spellar said. “As always, the
operational effectiveness of the Armed Forces
will be paramount.”

The current fleet of 120 Scammell Com-
manders is nearing the end of its planned life
and needs to be replaced with vehicles capa-
ble of carrying Challenger 2 into battle.

Munitions contracts: Royal Ordnance has
won the contract to supply most of the Army's
large-calibre ammunition for AS90 self-pro-
pelled gun, the Chal-
lenger tank and other
vehicles for the next five
years.

In addition, Marconi
Marine Land and Naval
Systems has  been
chosen for improve-
ments to the AS90, with

World class: Armed Forces Minister Doug
Henderson welcomed the news that the
Challenger 2 main battle tank has exceed-
ed very demanding reliability targets
during a series of rigorous trials under bat-
tlefield conditions. He said: “This is excel-
lent news for the British Army, which has a
world-class, reliable, battle-winning tank

ing should be functional, fit for its purpose and
not luxurious,” he said.

“It will allow us to concentrate headquarters
staff in two buildings and thereby reduce our
estate holdings.”

Staff, who will move to other buildings while
work is going on, will
eventually be accommo-
dated in the the main
HQ and the adjoining
Old War Office, freeing

three  other central
London buildings for dis-
posal.

Royal Ordnance produc-
ing new barrels and a
South African company,
Somchem, manufactur-
ing a new modular charge system. Together
the two contracts are worth about £200m

Headquarters revamp: A private group of
companies had been selected to carry out
long-overdue modernisation of the 40-year-
old Ministry of Defence main headquarters in
Whitehall, London by the year 2004.

The Amey-Hyder-Kvaerner consortium,
supported by Innisfree, will redevelop the HQ
in a public-private partnership project, provid-
ing open-plan offices and a generally more
pleasant and flexible working environment.

Defence Secretary George Robertson said
the 1950s building fell well short of normal
office standards and was badly in need of
refurbishment.

‘I have directed that the redeveloped build-
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Other points
from Parliament:

Pardon plea: A fresh
plea for the 343 soldiers executed in the First
World War to be pardoned was rejected in the
Lords.

Defence Minister Lord Gilbert reminded the
Earl of Carlisle that a review by former Armed
Forces Minister John Reid had concluded last
year that there was not enough evidence to
pardon all the men, but that they would be
remembered as victims of the war.

Gulf representations: Since May 1, 1997, 88
MPs have made representations to MoD min-
isters on behalf of one or more constituents
concerning Gulf veterans’ illnesses.

Education success: The Army is now the
largest single beneficiary of civilian vocational
awards.

designed to counter current challenges
and threats and capable of adaptation to
meet future requirements.”

The trials, at Bovington and Lulworth,
involved the tank, built by Vickers Defence
Systems, carrying out 84 battlefield mis-
sions. It is a strong contender for the 250
tanks required by the Greek Government.

L8\ The|

What the
papers say

J A new investigation is to be launched
into claims that a rare cancer is killing Ser-
vicemen who witnessed Britain's nuclear
weapons tests in the 1950s. Research sug-
gests the number of test veterans contract-
ing the bone marrow disease is ten times
higher than the rest of the population. — Mai/
on Sunday

J  Australia’'s Armed Forces have
announced plans to let women join combat
units. — Sunday Times

dThe Army is just about the only efficient
institution left in Britain. Nothing else works
properly . . . — Auberon Waugh, Daily Tele-
graph

1 International moves to end the use of
child soldiers could be scuppered by opposi-
tion from British armed forces chiefs who
| say a minimum age of 18 would hit Britain's
recruitment programme. — Independent
® Readers are reminded that views expressed or reported

in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Army or
the Ministry of Defence.

Picture: Mike Weston



The British Army is
leading the way in
Fighting in Built-Up 4
Areas training. Soldier}
joined the seventh
NATO instructors’
FIBUA course at
Copehill Down

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

A LABEL on the injured soldier read, i

“Gunshot wound to right arm. Action
go into shock.”

To his right, also in the shadow of thes

building they had been attacking, was an
American major who, for the purposes o
the exercise, had a
wound”.

All around them, smoke generators'
filled the air with acrid cloud. Other sol- ™

diers provided covering fire and lobbed
grenades into buildings before using lad-
ders to climb through windows. Enemy
soldiers, in other houses along the street,
were keeping up a constant attack.

The troops were taking part in Exercise
Full Rig, the finale of a two-week NATO
instructors’ course on Fighting In Built-
Up Areas (FIBUA) at Copehill
Down on Salisbury Plain.

Of the 40 students, 15 were
from other NATO countries,
including America, Canada,
Belgium, Italy, Spain, Portugal
and Ireland.

“This is an important course
because of the international
flavour,” said Maj Stuart
Norman, WFR, officer com-
manding FIBUA training team. “Many of
the students will be going back to run
their own FIBUA training teams, so we
put in a lot of work to make sure the train-
ing is of the highest standard. All the
British soldiers who pass will get a special
qualification as a FIBUA instructor.”

Britain has gained a reputation for
being a world leader in FIBUA training,
Maj Norman explained. The purpose-
built “village” of Copehill Down has
developed into a highly-sophisticated and
useful training area during the ten years
since it started. Not only have the houses,

;
|

“sucking chest .

Maj Stuart
Norman, WFR

church, garage and streets been designed
to resemble a typical built-up area, but
there are also lecture rooms and a com-
puterised urban battle trainer (URBAT).

The British Army may be concentrat-
ing on turning itself into a pre-
dominantly armoured force that
can move and strike fast to out-
manoeuvre the enemy, but it has
not lost sight of the need to be able
to fight in urbanised areas.

“The urban areas of the world
are growing at about five per cent a
year,” explained Maj Norman.
“Some towns and cities are grow-
ing even faster. By 2015, 75 per
cent of people will live in urban areas,
therefore the likelihood is that these are
places where the UK Army is likely to
operate.

“This is very different fighting. It is very
difficult to move armour through streets
and around buildings, therefore the
emphasis is on dismounted forces. Anoth-
er difference is that many of our weapons
have been developed to fire at long range.
In this environment the range is a maxi-
mum of 100 metres. Dismounted close
combat is more likely; in other words,
meeting the enemy face-to-face.

“It doesn’t
matter what part
of the Army you
come from. There
could always come a
time when you find
yourself in a town and
have to defend your-
gelf.”

There is no doubt
that urbanised warfare is extremely stress-
ful. To help bring realism into the train-
ing, soldiers on the course wear Infantry
Small Arms Weapons Effects Simulators
(ISAWES) which emit a high-pitched
bleep when they are hit by harmless laser
beams attached to weapons.

“Before the introduction of ISAWES, it
was possible to cheat,” said WO1 John
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Downie, LI, FIBUA Warrant Officer.
“Not only was it difficult to tell who had
been hit, but if you were you were fin-
ished. Now casualties can be re-intro-
duced back into the battle and continue
their training. With the laser equipment
they know there is a high risk of getting
shot so there is a lot of personal pride at
stake.”

The objective of the exercise for the stu-
dents, mainly sergeants and captains, was
to reinforce a company already in the
location and to clear buildings as they
progressed through the village. They
moved on to the training area at 0400 and
at first light the battle simulations laid by
the Royal Engineers, and the enemy, pro-
vided by the resident bartalion, the 1st
Battalion, The Devonshire and Dorset
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Regiment, started to make their presence
felt. During the one-day exercise 27,000
blank rounds were fired.

Directing staff kept a sharp eye on
@, occasionally taking matters into
own hands and disabling students
petireir own laser weapons, known as
od Guns”.

b hisis high-intensity warfare looked

M from a three-dimensional view,” said

WO1 Downie. “You have to look at the

iy from 360 degrees as they could be
ghiere . . . windows, attics, basements

or in the sewer system. Passing or failing

the course has nothing to do with tactics.

There is a continuous assessment of

whether they are good enough to instruct
and at what level — section, platoon or
company — that might be.”

Apart from the basic skills of how to
assault and clear buildings, the students
are also taught something about engi-
neering techniques for defending them,
such as propping and shoring roofs.
Although for the purpose of the course
they are acting as an infantry company,
students are also introduced to the All
Arms aspect, and artillery, armour and
engineers are used in instruction.

The main emphasis, however, is teach-
ing them the skills, drills and techniques
of fighting in urban areas, and how the
FIBUA message can be put across to sol-

What they

Force
| am going back to the Inf-
antry School in Ireland
to be a dedicated
FIBUA instructor. The
best part was the
[7 practical demonstra-
tions of the battle runs,
which gave me a good idea of
the sort of exercises that can be run.

Lt Alfredo Taveri, 183 Airborne

= Brigade, Italian Army

~ In ltaly we have different

tactics. The most useful

- part has been seeing all

.. the different arms working

¢« together. In Italy we have a
village like Copehill Down
but it is a lot smaller.

Maj George Glaze, Live Fire
Operations Group, Readiness
Training Centre, US Army
| run my own Military Oper- §
ations on Urbanised Ter-
rain (MOUT) site in Ameri-
ca which is the same as
FIBUA. | will take the
lessons | have learned
here and apply them back
home. The British soldiers are out-
standing.

Sgt Erwin Dees, 13 Battalion
Infantry Airmobile,
Dutch Army
The most interesting part
was working with people
from other countries and
learning the way the British |
Army works. We have

- some FIBUA villages but
this is better equipped.

SSgt Brian Taylor,

42 Survey Engineer

Group, RE

Fabulous. it is one of those
© courses which has built up

over a period of time and it

really works.

o

diers under their command so that they
can organise their own exercises.

“By taking part in this exercise they
learn how difficult it is for soldiers to fight
through buildings,” said Maj Norman.
“We spend a lot of time teaching them to
organise battle runs at section, platoon
and company level. They are given part of
the village with a simple battle picture and
have to take the exercising troops through
the procedure.”

The course has gained itself a high rep-
utation among NATO countries and the
twice-yearly courses are always heavily
over-subscribed.

“This bunch has been brilliant, they are
so enthusiastic,” said WO1 Downie.
“They come armed with cameras and
video recorders and record everything.”

4 Lt Cormac Mangan, Irish Do!lneo
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Research

HEADACHES, fatigue, chest pains and other
symptoms, and conditions such as asthma,
arthritis and dermatitis were all more common
in troops who served in the Gulf War than in
soldiers who were not deployed there, accord-
ing to a new study, writes John Elliott.

But the researchers could find no evidence
of a unique Gulf War syndrome even though
they concluded that participation in the war
caused a two- to three-fold increase in gener-
al ill health.

“Explanations for higher frequencies of ill
health are still needed. If there is a Gulf War
syndrome, it cannot be identified by symptoms
alone,” say the authors.

The report by researchers at King's College
Hospital, London, is the first of its kind in the
UK. It was based on a random sample of
about 3,000 male British Gulf veterans who
completed a detailed health questionnaire.
The same questions were put to similar num-
bers of Bosnia veterans and soldiers who
served during the Gulf War but who were not
deployed to the Gulf.

The results, published in The Lancet,
revealed that men who served in the Gulf War
felt their health to be significantly worse than
comparable military personnel who were not
deployed there or who served in Bosnia.

Most significant finding was

Those who had been to the Gulf were
between two and three times more likely to
have significant symptoms of post traumatic
stress or general psychological distress.

The study, led by Professors Anthony David
and Simon Wessely, from the School of Medi-
cine at King's College Hospital, says potential
causes unique to the Gulf, including pills to
counter nerve agents, burning oil wells and
being involved in chemical alerts, showed the
same kind of association with ill health, while
multiple vaccinations, used in Bosnia and the
Gulf, were linked to reported health effects in
the Gulf group only.

MORE HAZARDS OVERALL

The pattern of symptoms, as analysed, was
the same in the Gulf, the Bosnia and the con-
trol groups, suggesting that there was no spe-
cific Gulf War syndrome. The authors point out
that this did not mean sick veterans did not
have a genuine iliness.

“The conclusion is that the worse health of
the Gulf Servicemen may be partly because
they experienced or remembered more haz-
ards overall, rather than any single hazard in
particular,” notes the report.

Prof Wessely said: “Our study provides the
first clear proof that going to the Gulf has

Precautionary
measures:
Three British
soldiers try on
NBC suits in
Saudi Arabia
during the Gulf
War

SUggests tﬁe"'r*é
ISTNO specific
syndrome related
to the war, says
New report

affected the health of our soldiers, even if we
cannot identify any specific iliness or specific
cause.”

Further clinical studies, including neuro-
muscular and immunological tests, are cur-
rently being conducted at King's College
Hospital, London, to determine the causes of
the reported ill health, using both ill and
healthy Service personnel.

Funded by the US Department of Defence,
the conduct of the study and publication of
results was completely independent. The
MoD assisted in the mailing of a questionnaire
to Service personnel but otherwise remained
uninvolved.

According to the study, which is of male sol-
diers only, deployment to the Gulf War caused
a two- to three-fold increase in general ill
health. Despite this, it points out, the vast
majority of Gulf veterans were functioning well,

even if they did not feel in perfect

that those who had been to the
Gulf reported more of each one
of 50 symptoms and 39 self-
reported medical conditions than
either control group, who did not
differ substantially. Gulf veterans
were about twice as likely to
complain of symptoms such as
fatigue, pain, poor sleep,
headaches, memory problems
and joint pains, and twice as
likely to complain of conditions
such as asthma, back pain,
arthritis and ulcers.

The King's College report was welcomed by Armed Forces Min-
ister Doug Henderson, who said: “The Government is determined
to do everything it can to analyse the reasons why some Gulf War
veterans are ill, including looking at possible causes and sup-
porting appropriate treatment.

“MoD officials will now be considering these results in detail,
and | have directed that they approach the Medical Research
Council and the independent panel for their advice on future S0.
action in the light of these results.”

The MoD is funding two epidemiological studies, an interactions
programme of multiple vaccines and NAPS, a study of neuro-mus-
cular symptoms, a systematic review of all relevant literature, and
a medical assessment programme for Gulf War veterans.

health. A smaller number of men
were clearly affected severely.

It says there was no single or
new iliness to explain this and that
troops who did not go to the Gulf
could develop identical symptoms,
albeit they were less likely to do

Until more is known of the
mechanisms underlying their find-
ings, the authors say, specific rec-
ommendations cannot be given.
They will report on the health of
female personnel separately.
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Feeling rejected? Well,
don't. There are /lots of
people vying for your
attention. In fact they
are so keen to hear
from you that they are
offering bargains

that can save you
thousands of pounds.
Interested? We thought
you might be

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Terry Champion

MAJ MARK Abraham spends much of
his working day at the Ministry of
Defence hammering out special deals for
Services personnel.

The RLC officer is paid to search out
companies offering quality services and
products. Then, with the help of a small
tri-Service committee, the bargains are
publicised in the Forces’ Discounts

Brochure, a special booklet freely available
to all military units.

The MoD’ guide to money-saving
offers is now in its sixth year and, thanks
to the efforts of Maj Abraham and his

One hundred

pages of choice

Somewhere in the
packed pages of the
Forces’ Discounts
Brochure there is bound
to be a bargain that
suits you. The main cat-
egories are:

® Ferry, rail, air and
coach travel

® Cars sales and
rental, car insurance,
parking, spares and
other motoring services
@ Hotels, villa rental, ® Telephone ser-
skiing, flotilla sailing, vices

specialist tours, foreign
currency and other
travel services

mortgages
® Solicitors and
will-writing services

ery services

® Medical, dental,
travel and personal
property insurance

@ Pets services,
including vet treatment
insurance and burial
services

and sports clothing,
saiing kit, membership
of gyms, scuba kit,
skiing equipment

@ Financial services,
including credit cards,

personal loans and and much, much

® Storage and  deliv-

@ Outdoor, adventure

Deals on wheels: Forces’ Discounts advertiser SCE Auto International demonstrates

Rover, Mazda and Chrysler models to members of 27 Regiment RLC at Aldershot. Cars
are among the items most commonly purchased through the booklet.‘SCE t_)_ff_ers tax-
free services to qualifying customers, a range of discounts and trade-in facilities. The
company has shipped cars to Services personnel all over the world.

colleagues, has grown to 100 closely-
typed pages. Crammed between the
covers are details of hundreds of compa-
nies offering their products and services
to Servicemen and women at attractive
rates. The offers cover almost everything
that a soldier, sailor or airman is likely
to need, as well as a few that might not
be considered essential.

But at Forces’ discount prices, even the
frivolous can be affordable.

It is difficult to know where to begin
... but it is certainly possible to think big.
A new house, for example, might be

found — with £500 knocked off every
£25,000 of the purchase price — on Page
61 of the brochure. And why stop there?
A good deal on a new car can be found
on Page 19.

If you want the car to look ultra-trendy,
try strapping a surf board to the roof,
which you can do if you take the surfing
lessons offered on Page 96.

If this sounds a tad dangerous, flick
back to Page 60 where a whole section is
dedicated to solicitors specialising in the
writing of wills.

Most of the participating companies
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Bargaining: Maj Mark Abraham, left, with
Jon Nightingale, of SCE Auto International

offer discounts — usually around ten per
cent but occasionally as much as 45 per
cent. There are also tax-free services for
those posted overseas.

Maj Abraham clearly enjoys the cut and
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IN THE next few issues of Soldier we will be listing some of the special offers
from specific sections of Forces Discounts. But please remember that we are
printing only essential information. Far more details are available in the booklet.

Services Travel Centre
Ltd can get you conces-
sionary fares with most of
the ferry companies operat-
ing out of Britain. Tel 01480
436655

P&O European Ferries
(Portsmouth) Ltd provide
a ten per cent discount on
services to France and
Spain. Tel 0990 980555

P&O0 North Sea Ferries
offer special discounts on
services out of Hull. Tel
01482 377177

Scandinavian Seaways
can provide a 25 per cent
discount on standard return
and “seapex” fares. Tel:
01480 436655

Forces Travel Ferries
can obtain cheaper rates on
all ferry routes. Tel 01727
865112

GB rail travel. The
British train operating
companies offer savings
of between a quarter and
a third to holders of a
Forces Railcard. Help with
journey planning is avail-
able on 0345 484950

Eurostar offers special
fares to Services personnel
and their families travelling
for leisure. Call the MoD
Leisure line on 01233
617561 for details.

Eurotrain discounts rail
fares to all parts of Europe
for people under 25. Call
0171 7303402,

Le Shuttle, the car-car-

OFFERS YOU
CANNOT
REFUSE

This month: ferry, rail,
coach and air travel

HOWTO GET
YOUR COPY

THERE is a copy of
Forces’ Discounts for
you. Although enough
are printed to provide
every Serviceman and
woman with a copy, co-
ordinator Maj Mark
Abraham admits that
adequate stocks are not
always held by units.

If you have not yet
received yours, contact
your unit administra-
tion office. Staff can
obtain stocks from the
Central Services Estab-
lishment at Llangen-
nech, Wales.

You owe it to yourself
to see a copy of this
money-saving booklet.

rying tunnel service, offers
reduced rates for Forces
(and claim to offer the
cheapest duty-free). More
details on 01727 865112.

National Express. Pre-
sentation of the HM Forces
Coach Card gives dis-
counts of up to 30 per cent.
Timetable information avail-
able from 0990 808080.

Hoverspeed European
Coach Services offers a 15

per cent discount on some
services to European cities.
Call 01304 865000 for
details about specific ser-
vices.

The following airlines
offer discounts to Service
personnel. Most airlines
require a certificate of eligi-
bility, which is attached to
copies of Forces Discounts.

British Airways. Call the
MoD Hotline on 0141 226
4321.

Continental Airlines. Tel
0800 776464,

GB Airways. Tel 0141
226 4321,

Virgin Atlantic Airways.
Tel 01293 747747.

Alitalia. Tel 0171 602
5441.

Qantas. Tel 0181 846
0466 (ask for Corporate
Servicing Department).

British Midland. Tel
0354 554321.

Sabena Belgium World
Airlines. Tel 0181 788
3984.

South African Airways.
Tel 0171 312 5001.

Air Canada Military
Leisure Fares. Bookings
through Services Travel
Centre Ltd, 01480 436655
(the STC can also offer
details of other discounted
services for the military.

thrust of arranging the deals. It does, after
all, make a change from his principal job
of reviewing salaries and benefits for spe-
cial military units.

Feedback from the growing number of
satisfied customers tells him that his
efforts are appreciated. One particularly
happy soldier wrote saying that thanks to
the Forces’ Discounts Brochure he had saved
almost £4,000 in one year.

“This guy had virtually lived his life out
of the book,” explained Maj Abraham.
“He was re-locating, so he saved a couple
of thousand on a new house, fitted it out
at discount rates, and bought a new car
also at a very good price. It can be done.”

Suppliers are equally happy. According
to the major “they look at the Forces and
see a young market, often with disposable

income. They can hardly wait to get into
the booklet.”

No wonder. One medical insurance
company offering a 45 per cent discount
on cover claims to receive 100 enquiries a
month from the Services, and many of
these are converted into firm sales.

In some quarters Forces’ Discounts is so
popular that you might think it is print-
ed on £10 notes. It is not rhar desirable,
but it simply does not make sense for
a Serviceman or woman or an MoD-
employed civilian to go shopping without
first checking what special offers are
available.

So treat yourself to a copy, go shop-
ping, put a smile on your face and show
the MoD’s chief bargain-hunter that his
efforts are appreciated.



My Army: 5221 BEAN

SEAN BEAN has rapidly slipped into the
mantle of all-action hero. The smart
money is on this 39-year-old from
Sheffield becoming Britain’s answer to
Hollywood’s Harrison Ford and Bruce
Willis, writes Graham Bound.

Indeed, it would probably be hard for
him not to achieve that accolade. Bean’s
macho portrayvals of tough guys have men
gripped, while his craggy, if rather cruel,
face make him the fantasy “bit of rough”
for millions of women.

The actor, who trades on his working-
class background and Sheffield accent,
first aroused intense interest among
cinema-goers when he appeared as a vil-
lain in the Bond movie Golden Eye and as
an IRA terrorist in Patriot Games (Amer-
ica’s equivalent of a 007 film). The actor’s
thin-lipped scowl, reluctant smile and
cold eves were well exploited for film roles
which demanded the personification of
nastiness and violence,

It could be considered a little worrying
for the Army that the same characteristics
appealed so much to the producers of
TV’s Sharpe series. Bean’s dangerous
looks were tamed only slightly for the tele-
vision role, which brought him real fame
as Bernard Cornwell’s Napoleonic hero
and lady-killer. When he swashbuckled
his way into Britain’s living rooms for the
first time several vears ago it was clear that
a major new talent had claimed the all-
action high ground.

Now Bean has dropped his sabre and
picked up a devastating armoury of Spe-
cial Forces’ weaponry to thrill audiences
with an altogether more modern military
role: that of an SAS sergeant in the BBC’s
production of Andy McNab’s best-selling
Gulf War story Bravo Two Zero.

For those (by now very few) who are
not familiar with the story, Brave Tiwo Zero
covers the often violent and tragic course
of a behind-the-lines mission in Irag. An
SAS patrol led by McNab was tasked to
breach Iragi communications and take
out their feared Scud missiles.

But the allegedly hastily-arranged mis-
sion went wrong at an early stage when
the SAS patrol was discovered and its
radio communications broke down. The

From sabrec tn Scud
ravo Twao

It's a long way from the Napoleonic Wars

to the Gulf conflict, but Sean Bean has

completed the journey, cutting the mustard
as SAS soldier Andy McNab in the BBC's
recent adaptation of Bravo Two Zero

‘i, <38

Wadi hell: The ill-fated patrol, still undetected by the Iraqis, takes shelter near the target

mission’s goals were quickly abandoned
as (in scenes portrayed on-screen with
breathtaking realism) the team came
under sustained attack. In the subsequent
story of survival and evasion from a tena-
cious Iraqi force, three of the men died
and others, including McNab, were cap-
tured and tortured. Other members of the
patrol escaped into Syria.

Sean Bean, who, along with almost
every other member of the book-buying
public, had been aware of the story of
Brave Two Zero before he accepted the
demanding role, was intrigued at the
prospect of meeting the author, Andy
McNab. The soldier, who left the SAS
shortly after the Gulf War and created
considerable controversy within the nor-
mally secretive regiment by publishing his
story, co-wrote the screenplay and acted
as an adviser throughout the filming in
South Africa. The relationship between

the two men was to be important,
although Bean had no intention of mimic-
king the ex-SAS soldier.

“We are very different physically so I
didn’t want to paint a copy of exactly how
he speaks, how he looks,” explained Bean.

“I decided I'd try to portray his spirit, his

enthusiasm and his personality. I concen-
trated on what makes him tick. That dark
humour that gets you through situations is
entrenched in his personality and I partic-
ularly wanted to capture that.”

Bean, director Tom Clegg and Andy
McNab himself agreed that familiarisa-
tion with the world of the modern Special
Forces’ soldier was vital if the film was to
ring true to critical audiences. So the real

SAS soldier and the actor met several 4
times before leaving for South Africa.

According to Bean, McNab showed
equipment that was vital for survival
the desert behind enemy lines
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modern weapons:
launchers. and = anti-armor
launchers, the confident han
hich would eventually make
ost uncomfortably convincing.

isation with modern guns
that easily to the actor.
weapons before in Patri
harpe,” he explaine
very subtle about them:
metal that shoot people.
d to make it look as if
g for a few vears and
it. I tried to pick
cision with which

up on the spee
he could chan,

The

.

i

s SAS sergeant Andy McNab in the BBC’s Bravo Two Zero

ecount of the experi-
nearly killed Andy McNab
igues made Sean Bean think
equalities needed to with-
mgreiless brutality. He was
what it said about the SAS.
E think you could take a normal
and place them in that situa-
expect them not to crack,” he
ned with an evident sense of awe.
,g‘r(?ﬁp trained together, relied on
(other and trusted each other, so they

and his grandfather was in the Royal Navy
during the Second World War, but the dis-
cipline of military life was not for him. He
preferred art and books.

But he does have one thing in common
with 99 per cent of soldiers: a deep love of
football. His particular passion is for his
home-town team, Sheffield United. This
may explain in part why Sean Bean acts
the part of a soldier so convincingly. Team
spirit is, after all, vital to both soldiering
and football.

Most involved
> kind and he

"formed a very strong bond. I think that’s

what carries you through, because you are
holding out for your mates, not just for
yourself.”

Sean Bean is such a natural action hero,
such an archetypal tough-guy, from a tra-
ditional forces’ recruiting area, that it
seems a little strange to learn that he
never felt any inclination to be a real sol-
dier. Friends of his from school joined up

Whatever the reason, Tom Clegg, who
worked on the Sharpe series for almost six
years before tackling Brave Two Zero,
knew that there is more than a little of the
modern soldier in Sharpe.

And he was right. Sean Bean is one
good reason why the story of Brave Tiwo
Zero, which originally swept all other
books from the paperback best-seller list,
performs equally well on screen.

©




Image

Night attack

Twelve simultaneous muzzle flashes rip apart to their base at Osnabruck, Germany.

the night sky over Glamoc ranges in Bosnia as The photograph, taken by Padre Andrew

the Challenger 1 main battle tanks of B Totten, chaplain to the battle-group, was

Squadron, The Queen’s Royal Lancers conduct achieved with a two-second time exposure at

a long-range shoot with HESH (High Explosive F11 on a hand-held Hasselblad camera during B

Squash Head) anti-tank rounds. Sqn’s operational annual firing period at
Commanded by Maj Andrew Hughes, they Glamoc. The tank crews were firing into an area

deployed to Bosnia last May with the Light target 7.5km away, illustrating the scope for

Dragoons battle-group and have now returned training available in Bosnia.
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The Army's youngest
recruits are being
trained at a new
foundation college.
Some hail the
scheme as a return
to the days of junior
leaders regiments.
But Harrogate Is
more than that

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston

THE FIRST young men and women to
pass through the newly-opened gates of
the Army Foundation College (AFC) at
Uniacke Barracks in Harrogate in Sep-
tember last year were given a promise by
their instructors and teachers which was
simple, honest and likely to make some of
the raw 16-year-olds wonder what on
earth thev had got themselves into.

Printed prominently in the handbook
given to each of the 386 student-soldiers
were these words: “At the end of your ini-
tial training you will be a different person.
You will be fitter than you have ever been
before; more confident in your own abili-
ties, more disciplined; and you will have
made many new friends. More impor-
tantly, you will have become a soldier!”

No one would have blamed the young-
sters for having a few second thoughts,
and some probably did. But, to their
credit, there was no rush to head back to
civilian life, and now, six months on, the
staff and students appear to have estab-
lished a happy balance between discipline
and youthful exuberance: formality and
friendliness.

Nevertheless, this #s the Army, and the
college motto, “Trust, courage, team
spirit”, keeps students focused on the
goal. The proofis yet to be seen, but there
is every reason to believe that when the
first graduates begin phase two training
six weeks into the course (the AFC gives
them a head start), the Infantry, Royal
Artillery or Royal Armoured Corps will
have acquired 386 motivated, self-disci-
plined and capable young soldiers.

Many older soldiers will watch this with

Some things never change. LSgt Roger
Shellant drills a platoon of students

1 “I-told-you-so” kind of satisfaction,
pointing out that the Foundation College
has effectively revived the concept of the
old junior leaders regiments which put so
many young people on the fast track to
promotion. They were scrapped in what
many believe was a flurry of ill-conceived
cuts in 1994.

But the old-timers (some of them well
into their 30s) should not get carried away
with the idea that the new initiative in
Harrogate is all about getting back to
basics or simply dusting off an old con-
cept and throwing it back into the training
and recruitment arsenal. The college’s
commandant, L.t Col Ian Smith, gives
this suggestion short shrift: “We are not
just making junior leaders,” he said. “We
aspire to surpass the standards that have
been synonymous with the junior lead-
ery”

Maj Alistair Fyfe, the 2iC, accepts that
the college owes something to the old
school-leavers courses, but in Harrogate
the military and civilian trainers plan to
produce “more rounded” people. “The
warrant officers of tomorrow are being
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Tom Chaplin, above, already knows that he wants to be in the infantry. He said he disliked
school. “There’s a lot of education here, but they teach you in a different way.”

created in the college today,” he said, “but
the skills we give them are relevant in any
walk of life, and they are life-long skills.”

Local educational and training authori-
ties are supporting the “well rounded”
approach. In particular, the North York-
shire Training and Education Council has
helped to develop an academic curricu-
lum based on National Vocational Quali-
fications (NVQs) in maths,
English and information tech-
nology. (Teaching IT relies on
several state-of-the-art comput-
er suites worth a staggering [1
million.)

The college’s curriculum
amounts to the kind of training
that would stand a young
person in good stead in civilian
as well as military life. Three 14-
week terms include a healthy 23
weeks

emphasis of this training is on
PT, fieldcraft, drill and markqmanshlp,
and includes a final two-week exercise.
Five weeks are spent learning leadership
skills, largely through outdoor activities,
and 14 weeks distributed thoughout the
year are dedicated purely to academic
studies.

In the this full timetable’s few gaps, stu-
dents are encouraged to take part in
games and outdoor adventures; climbing,
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s -y Maij Alistair Fyfe:
of military training, “They are better
weighted towards the beginning than we imagined
and end of the course.The possible”

hiking, canoeing and the like. According
to Maj Fyfe, few of the students have any
trouble coping with the physical
demands, and he does not have much
truck with those who claim today’s youths
are idle and overweight computer gamers.

“They are better than we ever imagined
possible,” said Maj Fyfe. “They pack
away huge quantities of food but their
energy level is incredible. We are
confident that at the end of 42
weeks they’ll be supremely fit
and able.”

It is no surprise that there is a
great deal of enthusiasm for the
AFC among instructors and
recruiters. However, it is sur-
prising to learn that this enthusi-
asm is shared by potential
students.

Nearly 3,000 youngsters
applied for the first 400 places,
and similar demand is expected
for the second intake of 250 this
month. The college will soon be
more able to cope with demand. In Sep-
tember contractors will begin a £4.3
million refurbishment and expansion,
transforming the site into a modern
campus. By 2002 the AFC should be
home to around 1,300 young solders, all
of whom will be learning the basic lessons
needed for a successful life in the Army
and for life in general. Already there are
aspirations for a second college.

Dilemmma
for the RSM

WHEN RSM Glenn Brown, pictured
below, arrived at Harrogate, the AFC
was as novel for him as it was for any of
the 400 students. Particularly challeng-
ing was the need to establish a code of
discipline and support which was
appropriate for the back-
grounds and tender ages
of the recruits.

“We originally thought
we would treat them with
kid gloves,” said the
former cavalry soldier.
“But we realised that
there would be no return
from that. So now we
start applying discipline
lightly from the begin-
ning, tightening it week-by- -week untll
normal Army standards are reached.”

Parents are seen as vital partners. As
soon as the RSM or other staff notice
that a student has a problem, parents
are advised. “They are our greatest
allies. We will frequently get parents on
the phone so that they can talk to their
sons or daughters.”

RSM Brown is easy-going. “It's the

right way,” he insists. “We need to be
approachable and friendly.”

There is something of the friendly
uncle about him. He is not, however, a

‘typical RSM - as the young students
will discover all too soon.
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University
has jobs in
prospect

A NEW project to help ex-Service-
men and women to find work after
leaving the Forces has been
launched at Longhirst Hall, near
Morpeth, Northumbria.

The Prospects Programme,
managed by the University of
Northumbria with funding from the
European Social Fund, aims to
help people who have left the
Armed Forces and are unem-
ployed, as well as those who are
about to leave and have no job to
go to.

One of the first to benefit from
the scheme will be Maj Bertie
Sexton, 54, who served more than
30 years in The
Royal Regiment
of Fusiliers. He
said: “Having
spent most of
my life in the
Forces | have a
wealth of quali-

fications and
experience. |
hope that what
the Prospects
Programme will
allow me to do is to convert that
into a recognised qualification for
work in civvy street.”

The Longhirst Hall project has
three objectives:

@ To provide vocational guid-
ance and counselling to help ex-
Service personnel;

® To provide training leading to
middle and higher level qualifica-
tions;

@ To help individuals find jobs
by offering a comprehensive pro-
gramme of work placements in
local companies, linked to training
and qualifications.

FIFTEEN WEEKS

Prospects is aimed at NCOs and
above, with 20 candidates starting
in December and 60 more booked
to start in April and September.
Each programme lasts 15 weeks,
four of which will be spent at
Northumbria University and 11 on
work placement. Candidates will
receive the BTEC Professional
Development Certificate in Work-
Based Experience as well as NVQ
qualifications in management
training and development, IT or
business administration.

Project manager Deidre Burnet
said: “Many people who have
worked within the Armed Forces
have very valuable skills but need
to learn to apply them to a com-
mercial environment. The
Prospects Programme aims to
help them make that transition.”

For more details contact Deidre
on 0191 227 4447,

Converting: Maj
Bertie Sexton

| briefing packages

ArmyMleadsiwayion
treatmentiofistr

Well-defined procedures exist
for prevention, detection and

' treatment of problems which

can lead to psychological trauma

THE high-octane lifestyle modern people
are expected to lead inevitably causes stress.
Occasionally the condition is so serious it
can lead to Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD), writes Karen Moseley.

Military personnel and the emergency
services are among the groups most likely
to be exposed to situations which can lead
to psychological trauma after a harrowing
event. The Army is acutely aware that
people suffering from PTSD must be treat-
ed quickly, efficiently and with care so that
further problems are prevented.

The Army Medical Service (AMS)
claims the standard of military treatment
and the rapid referral system for stress and
PTSD is one of the Army’s greatest suc-
cesses and is the envy of the National
Health Service.

Preventive measures
All pre-operational tour training and
include education,
awareness and advice so that early prob-
lems can be identified. Community psychi-
atric nurses (CPNs) are deployed to all
operational theatres and, importantly, are
available in barracks when the unit returns
from operations.

Two CPNs are based in Bosnia, where
a visiting psychiatrist is on call, three
in Northern Ireland with a resident psy-

-

€SS

a deployment. This four-day theoretical
and practical course helps relevant person-
nel to identify key stages of a traumatic
event and who is most likely to be exposed
to trauma.

A new pamphlet, which accompanies
the course, Primary Management of Psycho-
logical Trauma, is now available to units.

Treatment

Much of the treatment is carried out in
informal surroundings and out of uniform.
A military patient will be seen by a CPN
within two weeks and often more quickly.
Treatment will then start or a referral will
be made, which compares with six to eight
weeks in the NHS.

Where possible the military system
allows the patient to remain at work while
receiving regular treatment. If an admis-
sion is necessary then it can be made
quickly to the psychiatric wing at the
Duchess of Kent Hospital in Carterick.

The AMS is keen to get the message
across that there is no stigma artached to a
person admitting he or she is suffering
from stress. Much of the CPN’s work is
carried out in relaxed, informal surround-
ings, often in the evening.

The system does, however, rely on every
soldier to keep alert and watch for possible
symptoms from colleagues. Referral via the
regimental medical officer is simple, and
soldiers owe it to their colleagues to make
such a decision.

Early treatment usually means an
early return to work.

chiatrist, and one in the
Falklands, which also
has a visiting psychia-
trist. There are CPNs
in London, Colchester,
Tidworth, Aldershot and
Edinburgh, and an even
spread of psychiatrists
around the country.

Detection

A constantly reviewed
programme of detection
is included in the train-

| NCOs

| ing of regimental med-
|ical officers, chaplains,

officers and the senior
of deploying
units, and a specialist
course is organised in
UK and Germany before

® Cari Roberts will be
back next month with her
regular advice column.

® See Books, Pages 66-67

L
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Ready to listen: A member of the confidential support line staff on the telephone to a caller

Soldiers more
aware they can
share problem

MORE than 1,000 calls were made to the
Army’s confidential support lines during
its first year in operation and there are

indications that officers, soldiers and
family members are increasingly aware
that there is someone on hand to share
their problems.

Staff, trained by the Samaritans, have
offered options and support to people
worried about harassment and equal
opportunities, financial problems, loneli-
ness and depression. About four per cent
of calls are about race issues.

“That may not seem a lot,” said a sup-
port line manager, “but those calls tend to
be very intense and staff hear some very
distressing things.”

The manager said that although racism
and sexism were the high-profile issues,
bullying was often at the root of the prob-
lem. It took the form of physical and
verbal intimidation and subtle undermin-
ing.

Run by SSAFA Forces Help, the “lis-
tening ear” is free, confidential and sepa-

Setting the standard: Senior NCOs who
completed both Education for Promotion
(EFP) level 2 and the NVQ level 4 pose in
academic gowns for their graduation cere-
mony at Salisbury College. Personal and
career development are high-profile
issues in the Army, and the success of the
group — mostly WO2s and staff sergeants
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rate from the military environment.
Callers are not asked their names.

Average length of calls is 17 minutes,
but they have lasted up to three hours.
More than a fifth of callers ring back for
more support or to say how they are
doing.

Some have changed their minds about
leaving the Army and instead decided to
make a complaint after talking things
through on the helpline.

One member on the receiving end said:
“You know that the people you are help-
ing are in an environment where speaking
from the heart is not encouraged. It’s
good to feel that it might be the first time
they have really been able to talk honest-
ly.”

The lines are open every day of the year
from 1030 to 2230 and can be contacted
on the freefone numbers listed in the
panel in the next column.

Callers from other parts of the world
can telephone on UK 1980 630854 and a
member of staff will return the call.

- underlines the huge efforts being made
in this area. Pictured, left, with the suc-
cessful candidates in The Close at Salis-
bury Cathedral is Col Robin Field-Smith,
who was representing the Directorate of
Educational and Training Services (Army)
at Upavon.

Picture: Terry Champion

‘R U Owed'’
cashback
on personal
pensions?

MORE than two million people who may
have been mis-sold a personal pension up
to ten years ago will be the target of a new
£10 million advertising campaign to be
launched by the regulating Financial Ser-
vices Authority.

A TV, radio and press campaign will
begin the second phase of the on-going
review of personal pensions sold to a
younger age group between April 1988
and June 1004,

The first phase was aimed at people
who were at or near retirement and the
new campaign involves reviewing those
now in their 20s, 30s and early 40s. They
could each be owed up to £4,000 or more
in compensation.

LETTERS

In all, about six million people will
receive a letter — bearing the logo “R U
Owed” — from the company which first
advised them to take out a personal pen-
sion. It will invite them to consider
putting their case forward for review.

Mis-selling occurred when some
people were persuaded to leave or not join
their employer’s pension scheme or when
they transferred pension benefits from a
previous emplover’s scheme and took out
a personal pension plan. So far, nearly £2
billion has been paid back to 330,000
investors.

A FSA helpline is open on 0800 003
007. There is a textphone number, 0800
917 9258, for people with hearing diffi-
culties, and further details are available
on Teletext ITV Page 358 or on the Inter-

net via www.pensions.fsa.gov.uk

(Usaiul nuinbers

Army Benevolent Fund 0171 581 8684
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880

Germany 0131 827 395

Cyprus 080 91065
Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 0181 543 6333
Family Escort Service UK 0171 463 9249;
Germany JHQ Mil 2272 or 02161 472272
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
RBL's Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90 i
Service Children’s Educlﬂonmm
618244
Services Cotswold Centre mm 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 0171 403 8783
Veterans’ Advice Unit 08456 020302
War Pensions Agency 01253 858 858
WRVS 01235 442954




THE BLACK WATCH
REGIMENTAL
MUSEUM

BALHOUSIE CASTLE, PERTH

Treasures of the 42nd/73rd
Highland Regiments.

250 years of British Military History.
Paintings, Silver, Colours, Uniforms.
MAY to SEPT - Monday to Saturday

(including Public Holidays)

10am - 4.30pm
(Closed last Saturday of June)

OCT to APRIL -Monday to Friday
10am - 3.30pm.
(Closed 23 Dec - 6 Jan incl)
OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT.
TEL: PERTH (01738) 621281 Ext 8530

Admission Free,
Donations to Museum funds.
CAR PARK

THE ARGYLL &
SUTHERLAND
HIGHLANDERS
The Castle, Stirling
FK8 1EH
Tel: 01786 475165

The museum contains fine displays of
Silver, Medals,
Weapons, artefacts and a World War 1
wrench and dioramas with commentaries.
Entry free — donations welcome.

Colours, Uniforms,

Open Apr - Oct, Mon - Sar 1000 - 1730,
Sun 1100 - 1630, Apr - Oct 1000 - 1600

Royal Monmouthshire
Royal Engineers (Militia)

Castle and Regimental Museum

Senior Regiment of the Reserve Army
Monmouth’s Early Defences
Medieval Herb Garden

- 5 pm daily in summer

2
;.. ra

pm weekends in winter

at Monmouth Castle Free entry
01600 772175

SOUTH
WALES
BORDERERS
MUSEUM

The Barracks, Brecon,
Powys LD3 TEB
Telephone: 01874 613310
E-mail: rrw@ukonline.co.uk

300 years of history.

Zulu wars. Large medal collection

and armoury.
Open: Oct to Mar (weekdays only)

0900 - 1300 and 1400 - 1700

& Apr 1o Sept (daily)

WE asked curators of military
museums to tell us about a
treasure in their keep.

@® An oil painting entitled “The
Battle of Meeanee” by George
Jones. The 22nd Cheshire Reg-
iment was the only European regi-
ment present at this battle on
February 17, 1843 when Sir
Charles Napier was colonel. The
painting was commissioned by
Napier's brother to give visual
expression in support of Sir
Charles who was being accused of
starting a war for his own ends. —
Cheshire Military Museum

REME MUSEUM

Arborfield Garrison,
just off the A327 !
Open: P,
Mon - Fri: 09.00 - 12.30
and 14.00 - 16.30

(Fri - 16.00)

For information: REME
Museum, Isaac Newton Road,
Arborfield, Reading RG2 9NJ

Tel: 0118 976 3567

Cheshire Military
Museum

Open 10am - 5pm seven days
except 22 Dec - 2 Jan.
Last entry 4.30pm
Special Art & The Boer War
centenary 1999.

The Castle, Chester CH1 2DN
Telephone: (01244) 327617
Small charge & disabled access

® The last wartime-built
Scammell Pioneer recovery vehicle
to remain in Army service was still
operational in Belize in the early
1980s. The vehicle, known as
Swampy, was shipped back to the
UK in pieces and later rebuilt by 43
District Workshop, Aldershot for the
REME Museum’s historic vehicle
collection house at SEME Bordon.
— REME Museum of Technology

® The magnificent court dress
presented to Gen Charles Gordon
by the Chinese emperor in 1864 as
a reward for Gordon's services. —
Royal Engineers Museum

® Aldershot's famous Douglas
Dakota Mk1V KP208 was built at
the Douglas Aircraft plant,
QOklahoma City, USA in June 1945
as 44-77087. lts association with
The Parachute Regiment began
when it saw service as the person-
al aircraft for the Chief of Allied
Forces, Northern Europe, Gen Sir
K T Darling, late Para. Today it is
displayed in the colours of the air-

The Keep Military Museum is a museum which
tells the remarkable story of those who have

served in the regiments of Dorset and Devon.

Their courage, their humour, their traditions and
their sacrifice are all brought together in an

exciting and colourful exhibition for visitors of

all ages to enjoy.

The story is told by usage of IT technology and
creative displays of the Infantry, Cavalry and
Artillerymen of the counties of Dorset and
Devon. The diversity of articles shown allows
the visitors’ imagination the freedom to recreate|
the world of these soldiers and their families
from 1685 1o the present day
There are also activities for children to take part
in and win a prize. These activities help the

younger g tlion to understand the courage
and sacri ce their gra indparents made. A
bonus to one’s visit o The Keep is the spectac-

ular views from the battlements showing all the
main areas of Dor hut 2] md its wunu\«ult

MILITARY MUSEUM

at The Keep, Bodmin
The history of a famous [

County Regiment, The Duke |
of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.
Fascinating displays of
uniforms, weapons,

medals and much more.
Open during normal business hours
and on Sundays during July and
August 10am - 5pm
or by appointment at other times.
Tel: 01208 72810

Adults: £2 Children: 50p

The Essex
Regiment

Museum

Oaklands Park, Moulsham Street,
Chelmsford. Tel: (01245) 353066

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm
Sun 2 - 5pm
Closed 2 April 1999

Admission Free. Parking Free

SOLDIER TAKES YOU ON A GUIDED TOUR OF SELECTED MI

craft used for the Market Garden
operation of 1944. — Airborne
Forces Museum

® The Duke of Cornwall’'s Light
Infantry Museum has its own Elgin
Marbles: Gen George Washington's
Bible, on which he had to sign his
Oath of Obligation. It was taken by
the 46th Regiment of Foot from the
West family in a punitive raid on
rebel ships and dockyard in New
Bedford in 1778. Certain
Americans hotly contest its owner-
ship. - The Duke of Cornwall’s
Light Infantry Museum

® The Highland Society of
London’s vase, presented by the
Society to the 42nd at Armagh in
1817 for the capture of the French
Invincible standard at the battle of
Alexandria, March 21, 1801. -
Black Watch Museum

@ Coconut toddy bottles carved
by soldiers in the 19th Regiment
when stationed in Ceylon in 1800.
They were used to carry the uncon-
sumed portion of the daily ration of
rum. — Green Howards Museum

® The last note of Capt Joseph
Fenwick, The Buffs, written in his

ARMY
PHYSICAL
TRAINING

CORPS
MUSEUM

¢/o ASPT, Fox Lines,
Queens Avenue
Aldershot, Hampshire
GUI11 2LB Tel: 01252 347168
or 01252 347131

APTC history since 1860
including development of
physical training in the Army,
APTC international and
Olympic sportsmen, evolution
of athletic equipment and
instructors’ dress, etc.

Open Mon to Thurs 0900-1600
& Fri 0900-1230.
Weekends and Bank Holidays
by appomntment only.

ROYAL MARINES MUSEUM

Southsea, Hants PO4 9PX
Tel: 01705 819385

Discover over 300 years of action
packed adventure. See how Royal
Marines lived, fought and worked
from 1664 to the present day. Walk
through displays, film shows, special
effects, talking heads and thousands
of unusual artefacts.
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own blood while lying wounded at
Chamusca, Portugal in 1810,
reads: I am shot thro the body and
arms, for God's sake send me a
surgeon, English if possible. If | do
not recover, God bless you all. J.F"
—The Buffs Regimental Gallery,
Royal Museum, Canterbury

® Tiney. A small dog of varied
pedigree who was the mascot of 12
Coy, Commissariat and Transport
Corps during the 1880s. During his
service he travelled to Egypt and
the Sudan and was present at the
battles of Tel-el-Kebir and Hasken.
On returning home, he was killed in
a road accident and preserved. —
Royal Logistic Corps Museum

@® An original German Enigma
machine from the Second World
War. The Germans believed this
encoding machine to be impreg-
nable but boffins at Bletchley

THE PARACHUTE
REGIMENT AND
AIRBORNE FORCES
MUSEUM

Browning Barracks
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2BU
Telephone: 01252 349619

See the history of Airborne
Forces from their formation in
1940 to the present day.

Open Mon to Sun 1000 - 1630.
Last admission 1545,
Special group visits can be made by
prior arrangement.
Admission:

Adults £2.50. Children, senior
citizens, serving/ex-members £1.00
Groups by arrangement please,

_ Guowey

Museum of the
Royal Guernsey Militia

Castle Cornet, St Peter Port, Guernsey
Tel: 01481 721657
W:th :t.s in the 13th Century, the
ﬁ:ua is possibly the oldest mili-
ulry umt in the service of the British croun.
The museum includes unij

, weapons and
t of the Militia, ¢ Militia Artillery

the Royal Guernsey Light nfmmy om
the 18th Century until disbandment in 1%40

o
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Park cracked it. - The Museum of
Defence Intelligence

® The battles of Talavera (1809)
and Chillianwallah (1849) during
the Sikh wars are significant events
in the 24th Regiment's history.
Purchase of the Small Army Gold
Medal awarded to Lt Col
Drummond will ensure, with the
help of the Victoria and Albert
Purchase Grant Fund, that the forti-
tude and devotion to duty displayed
by soldiers at Talavera are never
forgotten. -~  South Wales
Borderers Museum

® A unique collection of medals
spanning more than 200 years is
on display in the perfect setting of a

THE BUFFS MUSEUM
(ROYAL EAST KENT REGIMENT)
CANTERBURY

Housed in the High Street Royal Museum
and Art Gallery, Canterbury, Kent CT1 2RA.
Telephone 01227 452747, The story of one
of England’s oldest infantry regiments.
Includes extensive medal collection; drums;
silver, uniforms; weapons; some sporting
and lsisure pursuits. Open Monday to
Saturday 10.00 - 17.00 Acfm:ssmn free.

Victorian building. Each medal tells
a silent story of the extreme brav-
ery and courage. — Military
Museum of Devon and Dorset

® Pte William Ratcliffe was a
stretcher-bearer with the 2nd South
Lancs at Messines on June 14,
1917. The battalion had captured
its objective when a German
machine-gun nest opened up on
their flank and rear. Ratcliffe picked
up a dead man’s rifle and charged
the machine gun. Having bayonet-
ed the German officer and five of
the crew, Ratcliffe brought the cap-
tured gun into action against the

@ Turn to next page

THE QUEEN’S ROYAL
IRISH HUSSARS MUSEUM

Sussex Combined Services
Museum, The Redoubt
Fortress, Royal Parade,
Eastbourne BN22 7AQ

Tel: 01323 410300

Open April - November 1998,
0930 -1730
Admission: Adults £2.00,
Family ticket (2+2) £5.50,
Under 16/over 60s £1.00

For further information phone:
Major P .J Timmons 0171 414 8782

RovaL
MILITARY
PoLicE Museum
Rouissillon Bks, Chichester

W Sussex (on A286

Midhurst Rd)
OPEN: Tues-Fri,
Jan-Dec 1030-1230

& 13.30-1630

plus extra

Sat & Sun
Apr-Sept, 1400-1730
FREE ADMISSION Tel: 01243 534225

3 THE QUEEN'’S
i LANCASHIRE REGIMENT

Incorporating the collectables

and archives of
The East Lancashire Regiment,
The South Lancashire Regiment,
The Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire),
The Lancashire Regiment, Militia,
Volunteers and Territorials.
Fulwood Bks, Preston, Lancs PR2 8AA.
lelephone: 01772 260362
Thursday 0930-1630
or by appointment

Open Tuesday -

. ROYAL ENGINEERS
MUSEUM

Prince Arthur Road, Gillingham, Kent
ME4 4UG Tel: 01634 822229
Open: Mon-Thurs 10am-5pm - all year
Sat, Sun & Bank Holiday Mondays
11.30am-5pm
Friday by appointment only
Disabled access throughout. Shop,
refreshments & ample secure parking
Prize-winning designated museum!

THE FUSILIERS
REGIMENTAL
. o MUSEUM

Discover the history of this famous
British Regiment from its foundation in
1688 and its connection with Wolfe,
Wellington and Napoleon.

Open: Every day except Wed & Sun
09.30 - 16.30. Closed Christmas &
Easter. Open Bank Holiday Mondays
Admission: Adults £2.00, OAPs & children £1.00
Wellington Barracks, Bolton Rd, Bury BLS 2PL
Telephone: 0161 764 2208

o THE PRINCESS OF WALES’
ROYAL REGIMENT AND
QUEEN’S MUSEUM
AT DOVER CASTLE
Open all year 1000 - 1600 winter
1000 - 1800 summer
Over four centuries of living history, over
200,000 visitors last year. Exhibition includes:
WWI1 wrench experience; interactive videos of
WWI11; medal display and the story of the
Victoria Cross (56 awarded):; one of the largest
portable drum displays in the army for hire;
the story of the 12 forebear regiments of the
PWRR. Entrance fee as per Dover Castle.
Entrance to museum free.
Join our Friends - contact Mr A Booth on

01227 595542

The Royal
Logistic
Corps
Museum
Deepcut, Camberley, Surrey
Tel: 01252 340871
Mon - Fri: 1000 - 1600 Sat: 1000 - 1500
Closed Sundays and Public Holidays

Free admission. Fully accessible to the
disabled with special parking.

THE QUEEN’S OWN
HUSSARS MUSEUM

N Lord Leycester
ﬁﬁ“ Hospital, Hth Street,
Warwick CV34 4BH.
Tel: 01926 492035

{ Open: Summer 1000-1700

=¥ & Winter 1000-1600

(Closed Mondays and Christmas
Day)

Admission to museum
is free

For further information phone:
Maijor P J Timmons 0171 414 8782

@ GREEN
59 HOWARDS
@w@ MUSEUM

Trinity Church Square, Richmond,
North Yorkshire DLI10 4QN
Tel: 01748 822133

This famous North Yorkshire Regiment

was founded in 1688 and its campaigns

from 1690 onwards are illustrated with
original uniforms, gallantry awards
medals, Regimental silver and many

other relics, including interactive video

of WW1 and CD ROM. Also some of

Richmond’s historic plate.
1 FEB - 31 MAR: Mon-Fri 10.00 - 4.30pm
(Sat & Sun closed)

1 APR - Mid MAY: Mon-Sat 9.30 - 4.30pm
& Easter Day 2pm - 4.30pm (Sun closed)
Mid MAY - 30 SEPT:
Mon-Sat: 9.30am-4.30pm & Sun: 2-4.30pm
10CT - 31 OCT: Mon-Sat 9.30 - 430pm
(Sun closed)

1 NOV - 30 NOV Mon-Fri: 10am-4.30pm
(Sat & Sun closed).

Open at other times by appointment.
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® From Page 43

enemy. William Ratcliffe received
the Victoria Cross and the Maxim is
on display. — Queen’s Lancashire
Regiment

S

® Important displays include
Napoleonic relics. The regiment
buried Bonaparte on St Helena. —
Fusiliers Regimental Museum

® The story of Britain's sea sol-
diers is not just about war stories.
Rooms are filled with priceless sil-
ver, sweeping stairways are hung
with splendid portraits and halls are
adorned with a world-famous
medal collection. — The Royal
Marines Museum

® The complete set of surgical
instruments used by Surgeon Gen
Munro when he was surgeon of the
93rd Sutherland Highlanders dur-
ing the battles of Alma, Balaklava,
Sevastopol, Lucknow and Cawn-
pore. — Museum of the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders

® Pte Samuel Parkes saved the
life of Trumpet Maj Crawford of the
4th (Queen’s Own) Light Dragoons
when his horse fell during the
charge of the Light Cavalry

VISIT WINCHESTER’S 5
MILITARY MUSEUMS

., * The King's Royal Hussars

* The Light Infantry
* The Royal Gurkha Regiment
" * The Royal Green Jackels

The Royal Hampshire Regiment

ways to spend your day

pen daily from 10am to Hpm. open

10am to 4pm, open daily
um, open daily from

pm, open daily from 10am

* Peninsula Barracks, Romsey Road. Winchester, S023 8TS ° Serles House, Southgate Street, Winchester, S023 9EG

Brigade. Parkes fought off two
Cossacks, then kept at bay six
Russians as the two men retired.
His VC is on display. — Queen’s
Royal Irish Hussars Museum

@ The Victoria Cross of Cornet
William George Hawtrey Bankes,
7th (Queen’s Own) Hussars was
won posthumously after he led a
counter-attack against tribesman at
Moosa-Bagh, Lucknow during the

Indian Mutiny. It is on display. —
Queen’s Own Hussars Museum

® A silver model of Fox Gym at
the ASPT, Aldershot depicts the
gymnasium built in 1894 and
named after Col Sir Malcolm Fox,
Inspector of Gymnasia. - APTC
Museum

@ The evolving role of the corps
from Tudor times to the current sup-

port role fulfilled by Royal Military
Police in the former Yugoslavia.. —
Royal Military Police Museum

@ Time travel at the King's Royal
Hussars Museum on the weekend
of March 14, 1999 will include per-
sonalities from the Charge of the
Light Brigade, India and Sudan in
the 1880s, First World War and
today's regiment. — The Museums
of Winchester

at Twickenham Saturday 24 April 1999
for The Willis Corroon Trophy

; Kick off 3.00pm Tickets £12.50 including programme

£5.00 children and OAPs

Discounts for families and schools

Booking Hotline 01705 865575

More than just a rugby match...

® Combined Services U21s v England Student U21s m National U12s Festival
® Penalty kicking competition ® House of Lords v House of Commons m Army v Navy static displays

WILLIS CORROON

INSURANCE BROKER TO THE WORLD
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Picture: Terry Champion

Lift-off: LBdr Mike McDermott gets more power to his elbow during a training session

Powered-up

Report: Karen Moseley

WHEN SSgt Steve Grey broke his back in
three places after somersaulting through a
hoop of fire during a gymnastic display he
thought his career as a PT1 was over.

But after six months of light duties and,
on the recommendation of his physiother-
apist, gentle weight-lifting, not only was
he back at work, but on his way to becom-
ing a power-lifting world champion.

“I enjoyed the weights so much I carried
on,” he explained. “I was then asked to
organise a power-lifting competition in
Larkhill and decided to enter myself. Offi-
cials from the British Power-lifting Con-
gress came along, and to be honest they
were a bit sneering about it all beforehand.
They were very surprised when they saw
what I could do.”

In 1996 SSgt Grey, who is now based
with 39 Regt RA at Newcastle upon Tyne,
went to the world championships in South
Africa as the British champion. It was the
first of many titles he was to win over the
next two years, culminating in the world
bench-press championship at last year’s
event in Austria.

Grey has now decided to retire from
power-lifting, but another champion is
waiting in the wings.

LBdr Mike McDermott, 14 Regt RA,
trains three times a day at the gym in
Larkhill where he is based. Now aged 26,
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he started weight-lifting when he was 14.
Not, he was quick to point out, because he
was bullied for being small, but because he
was encouraged by a friend of the family,
WO1 Ray Williams, a former Common-
wealth champion.

“He set me on the right track,” McDer-
mott said, “but last year when I was in
Sanski Most, Bosnia, my BSM, WO2
(now WO1) Steve Morgan, encouraged
me to take up power-lifting. I was good at
it and actually preferred it.

“We had our own little competition in
Bosnia and I then went on to the British
Army (Germany) championships.”

He went on to win the silver medal at
the world championships in Blackpool in
1997, and at the world championships in
Austria last year beat 14 other competitors
to win the open power-lifting event, which
involved all three disciplines, and became
the 52kg world champion.

Power-lifting has three different disci-
plines: the dead-lift, which is raising the
weight from the ground to the waist;
bench-press, where the person lies on a
bench and the weight is lowered to the
chest, held for a second and then lifted up
with straight arms; and squat, which
involves lifting the weight from a raised
position on to the back of the shoulders,
bending until the top of the legs are paral-
lel to the floor and lifting the weight
straight up.

SHORTS

Golfers know the score

GOLFERS from the newly-formed
Corps of Army Music got into the swing
of things at the Army Golf Club in
Aldershot where they held their first
championship.

Lads try frilly challenge
THREE teams of men from HQ Land
Command, Wilton, dressed in frilly
netball skirts for charity — or so they
would have you believe. The lads took
on the headquarters women’s netball
team and raised £400 for local girl Sam
Keel, who has non-Hodgkins
lymphoma, and £235 for Salisbury
Hospice.

Pull the other one
THOSE old warhorses 4 R Irish swept

. the board with 26 Regt RA the runners-

up in each weight at the Army indoor tug
of war championships at Aldershot.
Army tug-of-war secretary Maj (Retd)
Dick Field said: “It was very
encouraging to see the new lads from

1 RSME giving their all. I predict a
bright future for them in years to come.”

White knuckles

THE inter-corps wild-water racing
championships were fiercely contested
between the REME and RA on the River
Dee at Llangollen in North Wales. The
paddlers from REME won through to
take the championships for the second
time in three years. The RLC were
relegated to third place. The men’s K1
event was won convincingly by Lt Peter
Francis from AAC Arborfield and the
C1 was won again by Ma;j Paul
Hepworth from 4 GS Regt RLC.

Battling through on the Dee: WO2 Smudge
Smith, REME proves that age linked with
experience is a successful combination
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Never mind the pollocks

THE Army reeled in the team prize to
retain the inter-Service shore angling
championships title. Fifteen anglers took
part in the catch-and-release competition
held on Holyhead Breakwater.

Most anglers were head-to-head,
landing small whiting, until WO1 Bruce
Findlay (HQ RSME) Chatham played his
trump card. He decided to adopt an old
Dover breakwater tactic of fishing for
pollock down the side of the wall. The
tactic proved decisive. The Army also won
in the reserve zone competition, with Cpl
Mick Bowden (REME) rtaking the
honours.

Hockey is a hit

SIX teams based in and around Rhein-
dalen, Germany took part in a two-day
hockey tournament organised by HQ
ARRC for 21 Logistic Support Regiment
RL.C. The overall winners, RAF champ-
ions RAF Bruggen, retained the title.

Winners again
EXPERIENCE gave 14 Independent
Topographic Squadron RE the upper hand

to retain the title of British Army
(Germany) Minor Units squash
champions. The military map-makers

were again up against 24 Transport and
Movement Regiment RL.C at the Ahorn
Sportpark near Paderborn.

Cup runneth over

THE inter-unit cricket competition will
take a slightly different form this year.
District and divisional leagues will be
organised as normal but the Army inter-
unit cricket cup will be run as an additional
competition.

Landing the big one

JUDO players from 5 Airborne Brigade
(Log Sp) carried off the Wilkinson Sword
Trophy at the Army Judo Association open
and men’s and women’s individual

championships at the Army School of

Physical Training, Aldershot. Competitors
travelled from the Falkland Islands,
Cyprus and Germany to take part. The
other results were: Welsh Cup, under
60kg, Tpr Andrew Smith (QRH); Harvey
Sword, under 66kg, L.Cpl Derek Gibb (1
KOSB); Lancashire Fusiliers Cup, under
73kg, Sig Thomas Shirlock (1 (UK)
ADSR); Milf Cup, under 81 kg, Capt Jim
Platt (LISA); Sheedy Sword, under 90kg,
Pte Stuart Docherty (1 RGBW).

Opening flourish

THE Combined Services opened their
football season with a convincing 5-1 win
over Fulham Youth XI at Aldershot. The
extra strength and experience of the
Services proved too much for a good
young Fulham outfit.

Snow, quick, quick, snow

GOOD snow and low temperatures guar-
anteed excellent conditions for the 1998
Infantry Nordic ski training and champi-
onships in Nordseter near Lillechammer,
Norway. Eight regular infantry battalions
took part as well as a TA unit, the 6/7th
Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment.

Col Nick Gaskell, chairman of infantry
skiing, said the exercise aimed to introduce
young soldiers to Nordic skiing and
biathlon and to improve the standard of
the more experienced skiers. The event
was also used to prepare teams for the divi-
sional and Army championships.

The training period ended with 50
novice skiers being awarded British Asso-
ciation of Ski Instructors’ two-star award
and six skiers being given the three-star

award.
HIGHLIGHT

Col Gaskell said: “In a week of exciting
and competitive racing the highlight was
the 4x7.5km biathlon race which saw 22
teams competing in the 1994 Winter
Olympic stadium.” The race was won by
the 1st Barttalion, The Green Howards.

Race week concluded with a demand-
ing 26km patrol race around the hills and
forests above Lillechammer which was won
by the 1st Battalion, The Devonshire and
Dorset Regiment. The novice patrol race
went to 6/7 PWRR..

Overall, the open team
winners were The Green
Howards and the novice
team winners were the 1st
Battalion, The High-
landers. LCpl Nigel
MacGillivray (Hldrs) was
the open  individual
winner and Hldr Callum
Anderson won the indi-
vidual novice prize.

The exercise was spon-
sored by SIKA Interna-
tional, who awarded a
special prize to the most
promising junior novice,
Pte John Watson (1 GH).

Col Gaskell said: “We
have been generously
sponsored by SIKA Inter-
national for both Nordic
and Alpine infantry skiing
which will allow us to
develop plans for improv-
ing training for both
novices and aspiring ski e
instructors in the coming
seasons.”

Into the sunset: Skiers from 1 D and D push on a

e

eam follows the lead of Capt Simon N

Softly does it: The 6/7 PWRR t
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- - - S, 4 Y

nd make the most of the last hours of daylight in the Olympic stadium at Lillehammer

adin

- al > - Co ¢ o ; o
Five o'clock shadow: SSgt Mick Arnell, GH turns for home. Inset, from left to right,
Cpl J Northrop, Pte K Beckett and Pte D Davies of 1 Cheshire check their position

Pictures: Mike Weston

How gunners
blew world
record apart

AN EIGHT-man team from 29 Com-
mando Regiment Royal Artillery has
broken the military marathon record
by 15 magnificent minutes. The new
world record stands at 4hr 19min
40sec.

Not bad considering the team had
to run round the route in Luton while
wearing issue kit and carrying 40lb.

Lt Jon Cresswell, one of the
record-breaking team, said: “We
were determined to succeed and
were frequently seen pounding the
streets of Plymouth.”

The training consisted of three
sessions a week, comprising cir-
cuits and runs and gradually build-
ing up load-carrying strength. The
strain of training and regimental
commitments saw squad members
change as injuries occurred and
individuals were deployed overseas.

SPECIAL RESERVE

The team, managed by WO2 (BSM)
Derek Gilbert, a veteran of the 1987
record attempt, comprised LBdr
Llewellyn Evans, LBdr Damien Ish-
erwood, Cpl Darren Hall, Cpl Mark
Rodhouse, Bdr Bryan Davidson, Bdr
lan Marsh, Sgt Paul Hough, and Lt
Jon Cresswell. Maj Paul Ingram and
LBdr Nathan Goodger were the
reserves.

Lt Cresswell said: “The first
couple of miles flew by at a horren-
dous pace as the adrenalin flowed.
The civilian runners passed the
squad shouting encouragement. We
soon settled down to a ten-minute
pace and faced up to the long road
into the record books.”

The marathon itself comprised
three laps of an 8.75-mile circuit,
which allowed the coaches to
assess the team’s progress.

“The final circuit was a true test of
training and commando spirit,” said
Lt Cresswell. The aim of the ses-
sions on Dartmoor during the previ-
ous weeks had been to condition
our bodies to overcome the
inevitable build-up of lactic acid that
causes many runners to hit the wall
a few miles before the finish.”

It was between 18 and 22 miles
that the record would be decided.
The preparation and hard training
paid off and the ten-minute mile
pace was sustained through to the
finish.
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Sport

wins Transglobe’s Caribbean leg

Report: Graham Bound
Picture: Mike Weston

THE ARMY’S Transglobe challenger
Broadsword swooped into harbour in
Colon, Panama, clinching first place on
the second leg of the Services’ round-the-
world race.

Honour had been reclaimed for the
Army after bad weather and a series of
mishaps had put Broadszord in third place
on the earlier transatlantic leg.

But the Caribbean victory was a close-
run thing. Five days out from Antigua,
Broadsword’s crew believed they were
comfortably in the lead.

The fact that their spin-

naker halyard had
snapped, making it
impossible to hoist a

“kite”, was not concern-
ing them unduly . . . until
the Royal Navy’s boat,

Racer, suddenly appeared
on the horizon. She was flying a huge
spinnaker and gaining fast. It suddenly
seemed possible that the Army might lose
the lead at the 11th hour.

Broadsword skipper Henry Bradshaw
and his crew of nine men and three
women frantically re-wove a spare main-
sail halyard, fitted it to a small spinnaker
and managed to hoist it. It was neck-and-
neck as the boats approached Colon, but
Broadsword just managed to retain her
lead.

“It was,” said Henry Bradshaw, “a real
fillip for the crews because after six days at
sea and after covering almost 1,000 miles,
we finished just 25 minutes apart.”

The Royal Air Force boat, Adventure,

crossed the line three hours later. Adven-
ture had originally been in the lead but suf-
fered a broken boom when she broached
during a squall.

Throughout the Caribbean leg winds
blew strongly from almost directly astern
the boats — “up the chuft”, in sailing par-
lance. Wear and tear can be a problem
when constantly running before the

Broadsword cuts to
the chase

After 1,000 miles of cut and
thrust, the Army's Broadsword

wind, and so it proved for
Broadsword.

The crew were kept on their
toes with frequent sail changes
and repairs to rigging. At one
stage a member of the crew
climbed the mainmast in
heavy winds to re-route a hal-
yard.

For skipper Bradshaw, the
race was one of the high points
of his sailing career. The
retired Royal Logistic Corps
major began sailing dinghies
as a child, and was introduced
to yachts through the Army’s
sailing club in Keil, Germany.

He said of his latest sailing
adventure: “It was hard work,
but I couldn’t have asked for a
better crew.”

VARIABLE WINDS

After passing through the
Panama Canal, the three
Nicholson 55s were due to
commence the transpacific leg
from the port of Balboa on
January 17. They face a chal-
lenging 4,600-mile race, the
result of which may be decided
during the first week.

Speaking from race head-
quarters in Gosport, Army
organiser Capt John Broadley
explained the boats are likely
to encounter light and variable
winds for the first 800 miles.
“The skippers will need to
concentrate hard on tactics
during that phase,” he
explained.

“The boat that’s first to pull
ahead into the strong north-
easterlies is likely to stay in the
lead.”

The winning Nicholson 55
1s expected to arrive in Hon-
olulu, Hawaii around the
middle of February.

Round the world: The route the three Service yachts are taking

I

Action stations: The possibility of the Army losing the
lead at the 11th hour suddenly seemed a real possibility
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World of wheels

AS the Government makes increasingly
punitive tax assaults on diesel and petrol,
the staple fuels of our transport system,
motorists are beginning to ask if other
fuels offer real alternatives, writes Syd
Taylor.

In the current climate, being green wins
votes, helps to sell vehicles and gives good
publicity. The question is, however, does
it pay you or cost you?

Committed to making cars more envi-
ronmentally sound, Volvo was the first
manufacturer to introduce a production
alternative-fuel vehicle into the UK in
1996.

The Volvo S70 Bi-Fuel (there’s also a
V70 Estate variant) is available with auto-
matic transmission only, as a “platform”
car costing £22,955 or an SE variant as
tested for £25,905. These prices are
about £2,800 more than the petrol equiv-
alent S70 and show roughly the same dif-
ferentials as those existing between diesel
and petrol versions of the same car. Initial
cost, therefore, is a major consideration.

We already know that the §70 is an out-
standing car which is a real pleasure to
drive and is easy to live with. It’s one of
the safest models available and at the
same time is an inspiring car with excel-
lent dynamic qualities. Built for comfort
and ease of travel, this spacious and classy
vehicle is the ideal model to reflect Volvo’s
quest for an environmentally compatible
approach to modern-day driving.

FLICK OF A SWITCH

Using the highly-acclaimed five-cylin-
der 2.5 litre engine, the S70 can be run on
compressed natural gas (CNG) or petrol.
When using gas, emissions are dramati-
cally lower than petrol emissions, with 77
per cent less carbon monoxide and an 80
per cent reduction in hydro—carbons.

At the flick of a fascia button you can
switch back and forth from petrol to gas at
any speed, with no noticeable change in
driving characteristics. There’s a supple-
mentary fuel-injection system for the
CNG and ignition is regulated and moni-
tored through the normal electronics.

Although performance levels are ten
per cent less when running on gas
because of the extra space it occupies in
the combustion chambers, throttle
response and driveability are unchanged.
In reality the slight loss of performance is
not noticeable. The engine still develops a
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Now yo

ENGINE Transverse five-

Lcan step

oad test: Vo E Bi-Fuel
g Tech Spec|

TRANSMISSION Four-speed

0-62 mphin 13.9 sec.

cylinder, 2.5 litre; power, 122  automatic. FUEL CONSUMPTION Extra

bhp (CNG; torque, 180 Nmat PERFORMANCE Top speed  urban (CNG) 34.4 mpg.

3600 rpm (CNG). 112 mph; acceleration PRICE £25,905 as tested.
healthy 122 bhp on CNG and it can Filling-up at any of the expanding net-

propel this heavy car to a top speed of 112
mph.

Loss of power in gas-propelled vehicles
is entirely due to their using a “petrol”
engine running on gas. With dedicated
gas engines, the situation will be correct-
ed, but with an infrastructure to refuel a
long way off (there are currently only 18

Choice is yours: Gas filler point next to the
conventional petrol cap on the bi-fuel S70

sites, with just 12 available to any user)
the bi-fuel compromise stays.

However, the way round this is for users
to tap into the nationwide natural gas net-
work, which means that anyone with a
domestic natural gas supply can fill-up at
home.

The gas used in this Volvo is the same as
vou use to cook breakfast. British Gas
already offers an affordable and easy-to-
use vehicle refuelling appliance (VRA)
called Fuel Maker. This allows overnight
refuelling, taking seven to eight hours to
fill an empty tank.

work of fuel stations is usually by prior
arrangement. You “log-on™ and use the
special Triscan Kiss Key which you get
from British Gas after paying a one-off
£25 fee,

This “fast-fill” refuelling takes about
the same time as for petrol and you prob-
ably need to refuel the 80-litre gas tank
every 150 miles.

With two fuel tanks, the benefits of
increased range are obvious, but it must
be remembered that the gas tank - locat-
ed behind the rear seat — takes up a lot of
space, drastically reducing boot capacity.
As you would expect with Volvo, safety
has been a prime consideration and the
installation has had to meet rigorous
international regulations so that it can
withstand immense impacts. Short of
nuclear attack it looks indestructible. The
heavy tank, however, seems to make the
car sit lower on the suspension at the rear.

Overall, CNG gives slightly lower per-
formance levels than petrol, but this is
more than compensated for by its consid-
erably lower cost. At the time of writing,
with petrol at 66p per litre, the petrol
equivalent price of CNG is only 45.2p per
litre and on top of that, drivers can expect
marginally better fuel economy, too.

In addition, the Government has
already said that it will not increase the
duty on gas for transport during the life-
time of the current Parliament — but
petrol and diesel fuel will rise by at least
six per cent annually.

The dash for gas, therefore, seems to
make sound economic sense.
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We offer you personal service
and guaranteed satisfaction

UK Tel: 0113 282 6102
Fax: 0113 282 1457
BAOR tel: 05751 15087
BAOR mobile: 0171 5261340

\
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YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR

Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 ONU.
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DIRECTORS: Kenneth van Dungie (mng): Lilian van Dungie (sec).
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Military Livery and Civilian Tailors
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Our Representative will call at your
request. Ring (01727) 841321 -
Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to:
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts ALT 4LW

Name

0 | LT NN DNT S 5 D O LI .. ol

HOW MUCH WOULD YOU PAY
TO CLEAR YOUR GARDEN?

Hopefully you will never be asked this question.

But our soldiers are frequently involved in these
dangerous operations and sometimes they are
injured or even pay with their lives.

The debt we owe them is beyond measure.

This is your chance to help those soldiers and
ex-soldiers and their families, who now find
themselves in need.

Don’t you think that a donation, a covenant or

a legacy to the Army Benevolent Fund 1s an
appropriate way of saying to our soldiers — thank you
for being there when you were needed?

THE ARMY

BENEVOLENT
FUND

London SW7 5HR.

[y | would like to make a donation

| | would like information on covenants and legacies
| DiERatie

Name

I Address

|

| Postcode
| | enclose a cheque/PO or debit my credit card Visa/Mastercard/CAF card number - |

(LI T 1 el

| Amount _ 115} |

Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you about our work
Reg. Charity No. 211645
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COMPETITION 68

THUNDER ROCK
PEACE CONFERENCE

Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-
ences in the lower image, cut
out the whole panel, add
your name and address and
send to HOAY 687, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by March 1.

A photocopy is acceptable,
but only one entry per person

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will win
£100; the second and third
will receive £10 gift vouch-
ers. No correspondence of
any kind can be entered into.

The names of the winner

may be submitted. and runners-up will be
Do not include anything announced in the April

else in your envelope. issue,

Name : (Give initials and rank or title) B

- "

(Acdress : =
THUNDER ROCK
',O_‘ PEACE CONFERENCE

L. B >

Competition 685 (Dec 98): First correct entry drawn was from
Mr F Martin, of King’s Lynn, Norfolk, who wins £100. Runners-
up Sgt lan Rogers, RHQ WG, Wellington Barracks, London, and
Mr A Dunn, of Warrington, each receive a £10 gift voucher. The
ten differences were: snow over door; chair inside mess; staff
car’s tail fin; top of smaller tree; truck’s bonnet and snow
guard; line of snow below shovel of middle soldier; lower sol-
dier's shoulder flash; dog’s ear; initials bottom right.
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REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
Sfrm\ Made in our own Workshops

0121 551 7366

J.M.Bickerton
23 Vyse Street,
Birmingham B18 6LE
AAC 9ct Gold £140

Brooch Actual Size 33mm

Presents that last a lifetime

/fx./ &f*\
( Ysis ﬁnyeﬁm )
hooraa 2 e e &
Stuck for gift ideas for
the lady in yourlife?
Why not suprise her with a subscription to
Isis [ingerie? Each month we send your
loved one a matching set — hand gift-
wrapped with a personal message.

Phone or fax for further details and a free colour brochure.
Isis Lingerie
PO Box 10595, London SW1V 47ZH
Te: 0171-834 8899 Fax: 0171-834 8833

“The Monthly Gift Lingerie People’

&Joy s Roses ;|
235 & Flowers 4

/ Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery

\:-;/}; to any address in the U.K. or N. Ireland
j_;_r 7/ Someone, somewhere is waiting to hear fromyou 7/
& /,ﬂ Order early for \'&\c
il Mother’s Day, 14th March L

Use this advert as an order form
Mother’s Day Specials

£22.50 Pink Roses/Spray
Carnations/Lilac Shade
| Carnations/Freesia & Fern 50 Blooms

Telephone Hotline — 01481 46708

Note: Week 4th to 16th Feb (Valentine Week only)
Add £6.00 per 12 Roses, £11 per 24 Roses,
£6 per Bouquet Special, £6 Rose Bouquet

| £17.50 Yellow Roses/Coral Pink
Carnations/Freesia & Fern 30 Blooms

12 RED OR YELLOW ROSES . : .. £13.85
24 RED OR YELLOW ROSES . . cnennenmeessessessesseess £18.50
30 ROSES/CARNATIONS/FREESIA & FERN ... £17.50 P
N\ 50 SPECIAL MIXED FLOWERS ..........cc.ccoooviiiiimincsviscsinn. E22.50 ,I/, o
b AN AD EREESIAS B EERN ittt s 115 4m
Cé.f\ 30 CARNATIONS PINK/MIXED/FREESIA & FERN ... £16.50 /| £
’N()‘,\ USE THIS AD AS AN ORDER FORM PLEASE f \!
@, Prices and order forms available upon request £ 1@
(S L& Prices include P&P + VAT _ _/'
= N.B. Peak periods — flowers may be used =

-
- M
€ 7 / from other sources )
) 5{"—&:&\ b Ll ALL C/C ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE ¢ ‘ﬂ%’rﬁ
LT W AND ISSUE NUMBER Zﬁ}?\‘,
= (Y
Please make cheque or P.O. payable to: f)'"%\
Joy's Roses

Flammgo St Sampsons, Guernsey, C.l. GY2 4WB X " ({\ 5
=2 Telephone: (01481) 46708 Fax: (01481) 43406 x_,

Members’
SOLDIER ¢,

SOLDIER

Accurist ladies'
watch. 50m water
safety locking bracelet, and
stainless steel screw backs.
Members’ Club Price: £51 (each)

For &0t o) 191! Members’ Club latest
products, latest prices

call 08707 20 11 02
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Unit 1 & 2 The Omega Centre,
Sandford Industrial Estate, Sandford Lane,
Wareham, Dorset BH20 4DY, England.

MAX PLAY

ORDER LINE TEL: 01929 550232 FAX: 01929 550885

AMAZING OFFERS

kD . W FIFA 99
% % £39.99 +
FREE |
MEMORY §
CARD

QPYRO £34.99 + FREE ABE 2 E34.9 + FREE

MEMORY CARD MEMORY CARD BRIAN
LARA

YOU’VE BOUGHT THE CONSOLE NOW CHECK OUT | £39.99 +
THE GAMES WITH OVER 300 TITLES. ALL THE NEW FREE
RELEASES AND AS A DISTRIBUTOR THE'RE ALL MEMORY

AT THE RIGHT PRICES DIRECT TO YOU. CARD
JUST RING OUR ORDER HELP LINE FOR UP TO
DATE PRICES.
VISIT OUR WEB PAGE ON WWW.MAXPLAY.NET Gk
NO PLAYSTATION OR N64? LET ME TAILOR A sy
BUNDLE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOU FREE
u MEMORY
Pual Shock CARD
TEKKEN 3
£34.99 +
= 7 FREE
i w i ' MEMORY
AMAZING PAD GREAT KNOCKOUT £39.99 + CARD
PRICE ONLY £14.99 FREE MEMORY CARD

MAX PLAY

PSX 1MB MEMORY CARD £4.99 N64 1MB MEMORY CARD £9.99

PSX DUAL SHOCK £1499  N64 256K MEMORY CARD  £5.99 - RS St vt e W o

1
PSXBMBMEMORYCARD  £1499  Ne4AUDIOVIDEQCABLE  £499 | r
PSX EXTENSIONCABLE ~ £499  NG4EXTENSIONCABLE ~ £499 |1
PSX RGB SCART CABLE £499 N4 RGB SCART £499 |14
PSX STEREQ SCART £499  Ng4 PROPAD £1499 |1
PSX LINK CABLE £499 N4 THUNDER PACK 799 1}
PSX SCART+AV CONNECTOR  £4.99 i
PSX JOYSTICK £1299  SATURNEXTENSIONCABLE £499 1 | '
PSX LIGHT GUN £1499  SATURNRGBSCARTCABLE £499 |jCash [1 Cheque [] PostalOrder [ Card [1: L _______
PSX PRO PAD £4.99 { | MasterCard [] Visa [] Delta [] Switch [] mainland £2 50 for overseas | ST
PSX TURBO PAD £499  SNES+MEGADRVEPADS  £350 |} | Card No. I ITOOOOOCCICICID) Expiry Date L0/ L) o
PSX MOUSE & MAT £14.99 R e

e e e e
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MILITARY
MARKETING INTERNATIONAL

REGIMENTAL SHIELDS, PLAQUES AND SHIELDCLOCKS

In good company with most Regiments and Corps of the British Army, we made your Shields
for the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia and most other UN locations.
Let us design your Regimental and Operational Shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham, BA18 7AF.
Tel/fax: 0121 454 5393
£10.95. No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50

Minimum order 25 shields

gl Lot Lt MIDLAND CD CLUB

POLO SHIRTS BADGES Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs

PRINTED To obtain
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting-up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality. competi prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service

wr free colour catalogue contact us on
Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
Fax: 0121 680 9018
E-mail: sales@midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-cd-club.co.uk

Bands who have CDs they would like to
see included in our catalogue, please

Send for our new price lisr: . .
contact us for further details.

REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LNS AP

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and

“cold cast bronze” figurines to
suit your needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or
S.A.E. for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend,
Kent DA12 5UE.

“Cold cast bronze”

MR121 Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.
(approx 25cm) Fax: (01474) 537166.
£55.93 incl.

SUPPLIERS OF SWEATSHIRTS, POLO
SHIRTS, T/SHIRTS, HOODED SWEATSHIRTS,
RUGBY JERSEYS, BASEBALL CAPS AND
MANY OTHER ITEMS. ALL GARMENTS CAN
BE PRINTED OR EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR
OWN DESIGN

VISTA SPORTS LTD. 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645692

Losing the ba‘¥le?

The Samaritans

0345 90 90 90

3 WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE LTD

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor
Bromsgrove B61 8LL
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798
Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals and
Vi

Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of

E Full Size & Miniature Medals. A

Credit card orders accepted by phone or fax. UK customers please add 17.5% VAT

The History of the London Regiment Video
(inc Presentation of Colours 1997) New limited edition postcards
Ice buckets, plaques, ties, etc. Set 29 Roval Anglian Regiment

Also prints of Regimental Colours. Commissioned by Regiment.

Follows on from Set 25. 9 cards.
£4.50 plus p&p UK/BFPO 46p;
Eur 84p; rest £1.21.

SAE for price list to:
Regimental Accountant,
The London Regiment,

- 1999 catalogue £1 + A5 SAE or 5 IRC
attersea, s
LONDON SWiL IRESG e = The Orchards, Forton,
Tel: 0171 924 3122 Fax: 0171 mw Andover, Hants SP11 6N|

Visa/Mastercard/Delta accepred

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT 0O0KS

PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH
FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that

gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish,

Not for a week, month or year, but for the life !

of your leather product. You will always be /

ready for inspections, details, conventions ," EATHER
or whatever your career may be. When /

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,
peel, or harm the leather in any way.

AFTER THE

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world,

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes,
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. |
For larger orders please ring for trade /
prices. \
Available in Black, Light/Medium/Dark Brown.
WATER AND OIL RESISTANT

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE

Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WS11 3PU. Tel: 01543 450064 Faxl. 01543 279738.

COlOUN ..ot sssissssssssss 80z cans @ £10.50 per can
NN oo e o i o e e Bk e B A Totalcostolcass T LN
LT T T W, - DAL e P&P £2.50 percan ..., ..

TOTAL ENCLOSED ............
DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. Sol/Feb

February 1999 SOLDIER



| o
2 1 = l ..the ultimate Forces watct
TaSey -

Reputed to be the easiest
~watchin.the worldtoread

| in low-light co_ndlj:lon £
éven in tot%'i darkﬂes
,,41-»

.’_ ."'i,!:

L i) il ary use

L .
. 3
Y -
* , .
| — L
-
{ \

L

e r ®‘ for detalls tele

sel;'-acttvated hght: \o 7 0 0 0 8 2,1 351

\ FAX: 07000 86 26 36
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Losing the bat¥le?

The Samaritans
0345 90 90 90

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISURE WEAR

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS
BASEBALL CAPS TIES

AND MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place, Northern Court
Basford, Nottingham NG6 ODE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

COSTELLQO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS TAILORS

31@3 LADIES & GENTS

7

s MESS DRESS v
SPECIALISTS
INTEREST FREE
CREDIT.

All Accessories
Supplied

For All Your Uniform
Suit & Blazer
Requirements

Contact.

284-294 Ley St.

Ilford Essex. IG1 4BS

UK 0181 478 2780

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

TAILORING
Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS

INCLUDES i V

B Highest quality

& Best payment ter, m

Local agent (o measure in most areas
38|
As our customers say

B 14 day Make or
Thve service is simply unbeatable

& 18 hr EXPRESS
|-

B Lowest prices
M Best fit

b FaxUld/

Ay,
2 ‘{TEL 0143684 2581/2716;, FAX: 0143684 2854

LOST
%= MEDALS

Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H 7HA
Tel: 0171-930 1979 or 0374 133493 Fax: 0171-930 1152

Leatherman & Gerber Worktools

Leatherman:

Supertool Standard £69.95
PST 11 Standard £54.95
Original Standard £49.95
Gerber:

MultiLock Trailrider £64.99
MultiLock Regular £59.99
MultiPlier Regular £49.99

15% discount to HM Forces
Cheque or PO to: CONDOR SUPPLIES
East Stockwith, Lincs DN21 3DS
Tel: 01427 628089

TIES, BADGES & PLAQUES
by mail order

| REGIMENTS,
SHIPS,
SQUADRONS

Clubs & reunion associations.

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc
SAE appreciated

The Heraldic Co (GB), Dept S

Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End

Coleford, Glos GL16 7THA
Tel/fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm)

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments.
Low minimum order. Full colour brochure.
Caps & printed garments also available,

Banana Moon Workshop,
48 Old Lane,
Birkenshaw,

Bradford BD11 2)X
Tel: 01274 688103
Fax: 01274 652524

A SOLDIER’S

See Classified Ads
E-mail: milpkbk.demon.co.uk

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY
LAZER

£7.30

ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive Shaw,

ncs OL2 8Td.
'I'ele Inone/an 01706 846648
ail: robroy@lineone.net

FITNESS TRAINING?
CREATINE
can natuarlly enhance strength
and performance.
Powder/water mix.

5002 @ £23-00 inc p&p

Post payment and enquiries anytime to:
WISHING u WELL
Red Lion Building
1 Liverpool Road North
Maghull
Mersyeside L31 2HB
Tel: 0151 287 4342

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments -
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

ree original 24+

ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50

Printed - min. 36

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25

G
OLe
i U,
BASEBALL 8,
CAPS

§

SPORTS
| BAGS -

WRITE_ PHONE or FAX for colou brochure 8 :
Hn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN /
MOTPFS
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London E1 4PS

SILVERMANS LI D 0171 791 0008
Soldier@military.co.u

over years of service to the services P

7 900 900 www.military.coalIk phone, fax or email for free cat quoting

Genuine Military Issue Watches Worldwide : 2 year warranty - swiss made
retail sales Silverman'’s itd suppliers o H.M. Forces
designed for military use - No Wind Up for over 25 years

R.M. SPECIAL BOAT BRITISH ISSUE PILOTS ISSUE
SERVICES 300M W/P NAVIGATORS QUARTZ CHRONO GENERAL SERVICE

£250.00 £89.00 £230.00 £150.00 £159.99

DPM Para Smock
4 press-stud bulgy pockets
Dressing pouch on sleeve.
Knitted cuffs. Jump flap.

In:uﬁ:?elg 31':'3 V"‘ £80.00 . GORE-TEX
serious footwe
for deserts,
jungles,
mountains
woodland an
urban terrain

.-.........-.'.........'.:-......-........................
SAS Windp!'oof 1959 Pattern BUFF&LO SNUGPAK SNUGPAK
Smock - DPM Denison smock Sleeka Jacket. Merlin Softie 3

: Bag
|Arctic smocks also Current genuine combat . Olive or Black Rincior e
available £95.00) smocks avail, Apther Bulilo i stccked . 8 wmdpronf lightweight, ' 75p T

SOLDIER

BERGEN
125ltr.
Side
pouches
make a

B 35iir day

GENUINE MIL. OUTERWEAR

pack
£ 170.00
Medics

2000
ASSAULT
PATROL
PACK.
50ltr with
side
pouches.
Only
£75.00

yanod Ay
Py Z ‘saypnod

‘sayponod bow ¢

apIsul Z 'sa

2piSU| PALPDD JAiS|OL




Have you, or anyone
you know, featured
in SOLDIER? If so,
you can order
top quality prints

£12.00

Digital prints (up to A4 size)
£1.00. Other sizes on request.

Prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p |
(UK/BFPO)

All enquiries to
The Photographic Department,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

| Tel: 01252 347353
Fax: 01252 347358

| 1 space - £1.10; 2 - £1.20; 3 - £1.30; 4 - £1.40;
| 5-£1.50;6-£1.60;7 - £1.70; B - £1.90; 8 - £2.30;

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return-of-post Service

Examples of prices:

CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £12;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £10; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £7
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £9; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Nato (lor) medal with clasp
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM:
£7, S/Atlantic + rosette: £7.50; GSM G.VI.R.
with clasp: £10; CSM with clasp: £7.50; Gulf
Medal with clasp: £7.50; Second War Stars:
£2.50 each; Defence/War Medals: £5 each
Miniature Mounting Bars for D.LY. mounting:

10 - £2.50 plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage

® 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
court’ style.
® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
® Display Cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars, etc.

LOST YOUR MEDALS?

| WE CAN REPLACE THEM

FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN
IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

: TOAD HALL MEDALS
NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH
DEVON PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672
Fax: 01752 872723
e-mail: th.medals @virgin.net

LOST OR NEW
MEDALS

33 The Crescent,
West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB
Tel: 0181 777 2428 or
o411 435 913

FULL SIZE MEDALS SUPPLIED
Please write for quotation

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS
P.0. BOX 4, HINCKLEY
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 32T
Telephone: (01455) 239262

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit
designation.
also

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(in sets of six)
Any quantity supplied |
S.A.E. for price list |

Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Ltd
Knowsley Industrial
Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 51612

Fax: 0151-549 1128

VISTA TIES

ARE TIE MANUFACTURERS AND CAN SUPPLY
YOUR EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW
ONE. PLEASE SEND US A PICTURE OF YOUR
CREST, CYPHER OR MOTIF, WE WILL POST A
FREE COLOURED VISUAL WITH A QUOTATION.
Over 300 individual Regimental Designs
held in stock.

T/ES

28 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM,SURREY.RH1 3EA,
TEL:01737 645113 FAX:01737 645892

3 WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE LTD

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor
Bromsgrove B61 8§LL
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798
Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals and
Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of
Full Size & Miniature Medals.

Credit card orders accepted by phone or fax. UK customers please add 17.5% VAT b

| VISA

For full details:

E-mail: militarymw@aol.com
Fax: 0181-668 7248
or write to:

The NEW & LOST Regimental
Capbadge Collections

(in the superior heavy metal finish)

Web site: http://members.aoi.com/militarymw

Military Mailwise, 30 Selcroft Road, Purley, Surrey CR8 1AD

[N vopee) 2 20

Woven up to 30 letters/spaces - Choice of BLACK
RED or NAVY lettering on White 100% Polyester

Able-LABELS
1000 self-stick labels | Black on White
Name, Address, & or | £4.30

any words up to 6 lines | Black on Yellow

Ori ., Red
Black on Gold by i

£4.80 £5.95 | £5.80

UNIFORMS

Personalised Luggage Strap £5-95
100 Correspondence Cards £10-95
240 Piece Stationery Set £12.50
UK prices include Post/VAT. | Delivery
Payment with order please. | 14 days
Able-Direct Centre Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
Northampton NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

g

""" m|

MADE TO MEASURE
OR's and Officers Mess Dress
Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
Officers British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

TEL:01379 783 736 FAX:01379 783898
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C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultatic
“opies. Free Disc Storag
ype Fonts and m

Maste 4
A For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Sutton eld
West Midlands
! ) B73 6PA
101 Market Place, South Cave, 0121-355 2187
Brough, East Yorkshire HU15 2AS | S -
Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week) i ERV IC IZS

NEED A CV?

> OIL RIGS

— The Essential Guide -

FOR ANYONE WHO 1S INTERESTED IN WORK
OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND DOESN'T KNOW
WHERE TO START. PACKED FULL OF ALL THE
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT DIL

RIGS. o BOOKS TODAY »
01253 869808
8 Clegg Ave, Thornton-Cleveleys,

Appraisals
Writing

C
V Updates

plus much more from the leading
HM Forces oriented CV specialist.
For a FREE Info Pack — Write or Call

NO WIN - NO FEE
ACCIDENT VICTIMS

SERVICE PERSONNEL HAVE EXACTLY
THE SAME RIGHTS AS

Transport & Training Services Ltd

Certificate of Professional Competence —
Road Transport

We offer a six-day intensive course

CIVILIANS WHEN IT ot} quarterly for the RSA CPC National
COMES TO s Modules A + B here in the North-West
COMPENSATION of England.

Accommodation can be arranged.
This qualification is a must for your
career development especially if you

wish to operate your own vehicles.

@ All Personal Injuries

® RTA Driver/Passenger

® Criminal Injuries

| @ Industrial Injuries/Diseases/Deafness/R.S.I

| @ Includes all Service personnel and their
families, at home or abroad.

J.Arnold & Company

Tyson House, 29 High Street,
! Heckmondwicke,
| West Yorkshire WFI16 0JA
Y TellFax: 00 44 1924 41112

0800 214086 |

Proposals in the new EU directive
indicate that the British tick-test is
too easy and will be changed to the

more exacting German report-type
exam.,

S0 don't wait for the rush as places are
limited.

Contact Jim Harkine on 01925 850540
Fax: 01925 850269 for further details.

'FOSTER WELLS
fW Solicitors fw

SPECIALISTS IN MILITARY LAW

FREE advice call/first interview
FREE advice at police station

01252 343567

FORCES AND
EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL

Do you suffer from:
Wounds, diseases, noise deafness,
injuries or any other conditions as a
result of your service?

You may be entitled to

COMPENSATION

To find out if you qualify, contact:

Thorn Compensation Services Ltd
Tel: 0500 222 022 (Freephone)

Marsh House, 92a Marshland Road,
Moorends, Doncaster DN8 4SZ

o
o0
=
-
=
=
—
o=
=

]
e
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=

SERVICE CV
Dept (A). 2 TERN GARDENS
PLYMOUTH, PL7 2HZ
Tel/Fax: 01752 344842 (24 hrs)

Lancs FY5 1BJ, UK

i BE A

PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD

CARIDCATI.}RES

Ko

I
!

my work in colour!
3 / http://www.caricature.co.uk
{ K e-mail:rick@caricature.co.uk

sit my New Web sile where you can view

Or write to:
ELITE MARKETING, DEPT(S),
P. O. BOX 2112, MITCHAM,
SURREY CR4 1QY, UK

EXCITING! REWARDING! CHALLENGING!

— GROUPS FREE REPORT
V% | & SINGLES GETS YOU STARTED!
B orThE SB0T CALL OUR 24HR HOTLINE
“«?j_‘it | NOW! ON: 0171-644-3075
b

Weo

TEE-SHIRTS & SWERTSHIRTS
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF PRINTED
AND EMBROIDERED GARMENTS

PRINTED & EMBROIDERED
Printed. T-shirts, pens, Norwegian army shirts, mugs
and other items printed for you by ex- military
personnel who know your requirements
Unprinted Norwegian Army Shirts - £16.50

/ SEND NOW FOR OUR /:‘_\}’_\\\ eg: 50 printec shirts, Screenprint Direct L
PRICE LIsT H\fﬁ;‘*\gﬂ il e e it bz(fz"wiennt%?:rnwn'ao;ﬁg
NOTTINGHAM SCREEN PRINTS | ™" /¢ NOW @  srincriau
10 PARK ROAD, WOODTHORPE Con Tel: 0121 331 4334

| NOTTINGHAM NG5 4HR
| TEL: 0115 9676262 FAX: 0115 9263599

“Excluding screens, VAT, artwork and delivery Fax: 0121 331 4334

CLOTHING AND GIFTS

g
BE BATTLE READY! |

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.

X FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND
THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
i 36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

—— e e i i i

EETST -

e e
. | i

| e eyl

Regal Tailors Ltd
Service, Price and Quality | @" l
Officers & Senior NCOs f»;i A,J@_

| Male and Female ?

For all uniforms, Mess Dress, Suit and blazer
requirements are made to measure
We also offer a self measure service.
For more information-please contact our Leeds Office.
Discount is given on bulk orders.
Interest Free Credit

3¢ Westfield House,

Broad Lane,

Bramley,

‘X«(:l‘.’.'l'?——ﬁ:-—“ - 4
-

Leeds LS13 3HA Tel/Fax: (0113) 2361091
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PEN PALS

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number

~ must be CLEARLY written in the

. TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve-
lope. Your envelope must be no larger
than 8" x 4" and should contain only a
letter plus a photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
. heavy, or poorly addressed enve-
lopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN PAL.
Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed envelope
to: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Ann, 33, 5, with blue eyes and brown
hair. Likes to travel, read, write letters
and watch TV and enjoys most music
and history. Would like pen pals, 30+.
GSOH impurtant. P393 02/99

Sue, a 5’ 10”, slim, green-eyed, attrac-
tive blonde. Interests include travel,
music, cooking, fashion, the cinema
and country pubs. Would like to hear
from guys from the North (but not
essential), 33-39. P394 02/99

Sarah, 28, 5’6”, with brown hair and
brown eyes. Divorced mother with two
young children and excellent humour
whose hobbies include football, keep fit
and socialising. Would like to hear from
pen pals, 26-35. P395 02199

Jeni, a feminine, happy, sparkling,
non-smoking divorcée with one child.
Would like to hear from tall Servicemen
(especially those who are divorced), 35-
45ish. All letters will be answered. P396

02/99

Jan, 5°4”, a non-smoking, attractive
36-year-old with GSOH. Enjoys club-
bing, dancing, travel, the cinema and
the theatre and is seeking male pen pals,
30+, with GSOH. P397 0299

Sheila, 5’6”, an attractive and artis-
tic, blue-eyed blonde who likes foreign
travel, art, the theatre, books, writing
and enjoying life to the full. An intelli-
gent teacher who would like to write to
anyone, anywhere, P398 0299

Lara, 26, 5°4”, a slim, atrractive,
green-eyed blonde who enjoys the
cinema, pubs and clubs, swimming,
Alton Towers, reading and aerobics.
Would like to write to like-minded sol-
diers. P399 02199

Sharon, 20, 5’7", blonde and attrac-
tive, Enjoys badminton, socialising,
swimming and having a laugh. Works
as a PA/secretary and would like to hear
from soldiers, 20-30, serving overseas.
r400 0299

Anna - this classy, witty, attractive
blonde who is cuddly, well-travelled
and intelligent with a lovely personality,
seeks sincere, mature soldier, 27+, for
friendship. P401 02/99

Val, 5°2”, a slim, 43-year-old
brunette with GSOH who likes read-
ing, pubs, Italian restaurants and swim-
ming. Seeking genuine, male pen pals,
30+. P402 02190

Lesley, 5’3, 45. Enjoys music, walk-
ing, decorating, aerobics and dining
out. Would like to hear from pen pals,
35-55. P403 02/99

Jackie, 32, 5°4”, cuddly with dark hair
and brown eyes, Has GSOH, is honest
and outgoing and enjoys travel, read-
ing, writing, walking and films. Seeking
pen pals, 25-37. P404 0299

Alison, 5’17, dark hair and dark eyes.
Enjoys driving, socialising, travelling,
dancing and good company. A fun-
loving female seeking male pen friends.
GSOH essential. Replies guaranteed.
P40s 0299

Linda, 5’6”, brown hair and brown
eyes who likes playing pool, drinking,
romantic nights in, dining out, videos
and having a good laugh. Would like to
hear from 25-35-year-olds. All letters
will be answered. P406 02/99

Lynne, 52”, 42, an attractive York-
shire lady. Enjoys socialising, reading,
driving, dancing, writing, walking and
receiving nice letters. Seeking pen pals
at home and abroad. Genuine replies
only please. P407 02199

Student nurse, 23, seeks caring,
friendly, fun and genuine male pen pals
for friendship. Interests include the
cinema, pubs, travelling, music, social-
ising, motorbikes and motor sports. If
interested please reply to: P408 02/99

Male, 5’6", 31, black eyes, black hair
and nice body. Enjoys the gym, sport,
driving, travelling, going out, discos
and conversation. Would like to hear
from female pen pals, 31. P409 02199

Ruth, 28, 55, auburn hair and brown
eyes. Enjoys music, travelling, eating
out, the countryside and socialising.
Would like to hear from ‘wacky’ Ser-
vicemen with extravagant sense of
humour. P410 02190

BOOKS

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK?”
380 pages of info all soldiers need to
know, Includes: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders, SOPs, Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading,

Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adventure
Trg, Skill at Arms SA80, L.SW, Tests and
APWTs, GPMG Light Role, Signals,
Mines, MT Driver, AFV and Aircraft
Recognition, etc. ISBN No: 1-874528-
02-0. £7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO).
Available from selected Naafi Branches,
Bookshops or by Visa or cheque from
publishers: MILITARY POCKET
BOOKS, PO Box 28, Leven, Beverley,
East Yorks HU17 5L.A, Tel/fax: 01964
542878. E-mail: milpkbk.-demon.co.uk

Military history books

Please send SAE for current catalogue.
Free specialist booksearch.

McKenzie, Town End Farm,
Brampton, Appleby,
Cumbria CA16 6]S.

Tel/fax: 017683 51384

Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially military
and history. We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills, Meran-
tum Way, London SW19 2RD. Tel:
0181 540 4371. 1299

FREE MILITARY CATALOGUES/
books wanted. Will collect. Auic Books,
3 Marine Road, Hoylake, Wirral 1.47
2AS. Tel: 0151 632 5365. 02/99

Books for Soldiers - contact the
experts. Free catalogue. The Outdoors-
man’s Bookstore, 27 Monument
Industrial Park, Chalgrove, Oxon
0OX44 7RW. Tel: 01865 400256, Fax:
01865 400257. 12/99

“Head-dress Badges of the British
Army” by Kipling & King. The Col-
lector’s Bible. Volume One: (1800-
1920) £65. Volume Two: (1920-1998)
£45. Post free. H. L. & P. King, 3
Saxon Croft, Farnham, Surrey GU9
7QB. Tel: 01252 716303. 03/99

Megabooks Second-hand Military
Books. Send 38p & A4 SSAE for
catalogue. 36 Melbourne Street, Barrow-
in-Furness, Cumbria LA14 5TU. o2

BUSINESS OPPS

Wanted - serious-minded people to
join a business opportunity. Full
backing and training given. Will be
your chance of financial and time free-
dom. Ring for derails: 0181 387 9058.

04/99

Part-time work, unlimited income.
Leading edge cellular nutrition.
Number 1 relationship marketing.
Anybody can do this — anywhere. Get
healthy, get wealthy — by helping
others. It's easy. Call Ken Morris:
08700 780459. 0299

WW1 battlefield tour franchise for
sale. £5,000. British company based in
France. Minibus, accommodation,
training and support provided. Prof-
itable — accounts available. Tel: 0385
955908. 02/99

Absolutely urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823,
(10am to 10.30pm seven days). 1299

90 KE 30 L/ROVER 110
LHD FFR H/TOP

Recovered back to England from Germany to
be preserved in unit markings with full CES
kit and radios, as used with the units below.

Also required:
Desert markings as used in first Gulf War,

12.12.85 - Fwd Veh Depot Reckling-hausen:
31.07.87 - 5 Innis DG; 21.09.90 - 207
(7 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn HQ LSDIST: 11.06.91
=5 Innis DG; 24.09.92 - RDG: 30.08.96 - |
RTR: 12.09.97 - Disposal Sales Depot
Vehicle name Dolly"”; c/sign 41A.
Help a former Service member restore this
vehicle — any photos of vehicle
markings/service history would be much
appreciated.

Any replies to: Michael Heynes, 16 Forge
Avenue, Old Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 ILR.

CARS WANTED

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
(10am to 10.30pm) seven days. 12199

FOR SALE

Officer’s service dress jacket and
trousers. 427 chest, 34 waist — £200.
RMP officer’s No 1 dress hat — £50.
Service dress hat — £50. Sam Brown
belt — £100. Call Mike Caseman:
07970 145654. 03/99

Royal Artillery officer’s mess kit -
£80. No 1 cap (staff officer) — £60.
High leg, black leather boots, size 9 —
£45. Tel: 01386 870409. 02/99

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for information/brochure. Tel/fax:
01380 828382, 12/99

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. 12180

YES. YOU HAVE A COLD.STRIP TO

THE WAIST PLEASE, ILL BE
BACK IN A MOMENT.

| MEANT FROM THE
WAIST LR/

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3.50 for Edition 6, 2,500 item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
payable to: G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. 12/99

Military Insignia — now over 3,000
items in latest list. No re-strikes. £1 for
sample list. Shotton, 7 Peak Road,
Clanfield, Hants PO8 0QT. 05/99

BAOR commemorative medal now
available. Full size and miniarure. Die-
struck in silver. Send for application
/order form to: Miniature Medals, 30
Coventry Road, Burbage, Leics LE10
2HP. 0299

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 12199

British Army cap badges. Breaking
collection. Please send two stamps for
list: 84 Merritt Road, Greatstone, New
Romney, Kent TN2 85Z. 0290

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. o099
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your regimental
and operational shields. Write for a full
colour brochure to: Military Marketing
International, 74-77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham BA18 7AF.
Tel/fax: 0121-4545393. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95, no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50.
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Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,

14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. 12199

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (8), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CELS1IPW. 1299

Quality makers of British Army, Air
Forces and Navy badges, regimental
banners, uniform accessories, Scottish
clan crests and military badges.
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band
uniform accessories. Please ask for free
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 21/414
Majidpura, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax 0092
432 588547. 0390

HOLIDAYS

Charming, idyllic, 19™C farmhouse
with swimming pool, situated in peace-
ful SW France (22km south of
Angouleme). Beautifully appointed
and equipped to a very high standard.
Four bedrooms (max 9 + baby). Ideal
base for Charente/Dordogne. From
£300 to £675 per week. Further
details: Mrs Clarke 01793 783891. o390

SERVICES

Trudi Greenshields Tarot. [7.50
February only. Heal your life. Please
send photo (returnable). 151 Rose Ave,
Worcs WR4 9QNA. Tel: 01905 27332,

l; ;
REME, Fallingbostel; Capt T Lind-
say, 119 Rcc Coy REME(V),

Porter, 7 Para RHA, Aldershot;
LCpl MA Raasch-Sotinwa, 1 RSME
Regt, Chatham; Pte KD Ricketts, 1
Para, Aldershot; Maj DB Robert-
son, 23 Pnr Regt RLC, Bicester;
WO2 G Sanderson, 7 Para RHA,
Aldershot; LCpl SP Savage, 1
Staffords, Tern Hill; Lt NM Scm-
pala-Ntege, 1 RHA, Tidworth; SSgt
GM Willis, RDG, Tidworth.

DECEMBER 26, 1998

Two-way tie for first prize (17
goals, £2,600) each: Lt Col NJ
Caplin, 3 Regt AAC, Wattisham;
Sgt RJ Norman, SEME, Bordon.

Eight-way tie for third prize (16
goals, £537.50) each: Cpl M
Gorman, 23 Para Fd Amb, Alder-
shot; Maj GB Hills, HQ 4 Armd
Bde, Osnabruck; WO1 BC Lane,

JANUARY 2, 1999
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LCpl ANT Pentith, The Light Dra-
goons, Hohne; TA Smith, 32
Regt RA, Larkhill; Sgt SD Whelan,
HQ 2 (SE) Bde, Shorncliffe.

Six-way tie for fourth prize (21
s, £494.44) each: Maj GA
ateman, HQ 2 Div, York; Maj G
Colman, MDHU Frimley Park; Maj
RL Danby, RMCS, Shrivenham;
WQ2 PCG Stewart, 9 Regt AAC,
Dishforth; Cpl SM Terry, AGC
Centre, Worthy Down; WO1 MP
Williams, SHAPE.
Note: Only 9 prizes this week. Rule 9
applies.

JANUARY 9, 1999 .
First prize (19 goals, £3,500) Cpl J
Gibson, 26 Regt RA, Gutersloh.
Nine-way tie for second prize (18
goals, £666.67) each: Cpl PL
Craster, 2 Trg Regt AAC, Middle
Wallop; Capt C Gray, 1 BW, Fort
George; LCpl RM Lamb, 3 CS
Regt RLC, Abingdon; SSgt DH
Marshall, HQ ARRC, Rhein-
dahlen; LCpl SA Mordaunt, 25
Engr Regt; Capt D Quinn, 131

%‘,ﬂ”m‘“" (15% Soals, £3,500): WO
T RM Smith, 9 Sup Fegt nLc?,' Chip-
penham.

Second prize (24 goals, £1,700):
Capt WR Donald, 127 Fd Sqn RE
(V), Brighton.

Five-way tie for third prize (23
goals, £740) each: Pte AD Boyle,
14 Sup Regt RLC, Dilmen; Sgt
KG Brixton, HQ ARRC, Rhein-
dahlen; Cpl PM Jarvis, HQ 1 Mech
Bde, Tidworth; Sgt DE Lee, 4 GS
Regt RLC, Abingdon; LCpl AP
Owen, 36 Engr Regt, Maidstone.

13-way tie for eighth prize (22
goals, £46.15) each: Maj NJ Ben-
nett, Royal Hospital Haslar; Sgt P
Dummett, 30 Signal Regt, Bram-
cote; SSgt PJ Grant, 21 Engr
Regt, Osnabriick; Pte PJ Harris, 1
LI, Episkopi; LCpl K Harron, 4 R
Irish; Cpl S Hughes, 47 Regt RA,
Thorney Island; WO2 J Lord, 101
Pro Coy RMP, Rheindahlen; Maj
HRC MacCunn, RMA, Sandhurst;
WO2 S Parry, HQ 143 (WM) Bde,
Shrewsbury; Lt Col LA Relph,
SHAPE; CSgt SE Roycroft, 4 R
Irish; WO2 AD Stokinger, RSA,
Larkhill; Sgt SM Thompson, 238
Signal Sqn, London.

WANTED

Hi-leg Army boots wanted. Size nine
or ten. Any condition including worn or
damaged. Tel: 01705 564605. 04/09

Turn to Page 52 for details of Soldier’s new
Members’ Club, offering atrractive savings
on High Street goods.

into any legally binding agreement.
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Diary
Lee’s so in

cipal Director of Music, was appointed
president of the International Military
Music Society’s UK branch at a meeting

I Lt Col (Retd) George Evans, former Prin-
held at Kneller Hall.

tune with

DRUMMER Lee White is a fast
learner. He qualified as a
Northumbrian piper with The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers after
just two weeks' training.

Serving with the 1st Battalion
in Northern Ireland, he was intro-
duced to the instrument by
Richard Butler, the Duke of
Northumberland’s piper, during a
weekend at Alnwick.

So quickly did Lee pick it up
that he was attached to the regi-
ment's Territorial Army battalion
in Newcastle upon Tyne for an
intensive two-week course under
the tuition of LCpl Richard John-
stone, of the Northumberland TA
Band, and gave his first public
performance at a Christmas
lunch for battalion staff.

Lee obviously hit the right note,
because he passed out as a
Grade 3 piper. On his return to
the 1st Battalion he was appoint-
ed the CO’s piper, a post previ-
ously held by LCpl Johnstone.

Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, The King's
Regiment watched their oldest member
receive the Legion d’Honneur, France'’s first
ranking order, during a civic reception at the
City Hall, Manchester. Michael Lally, now 104,
served in France during the First World War.
Earlier in the day the Blackpool-based battal-
fon had exercised its right to the Freedom of
the city with a parade.

The Officers’ Mess of 33 Engineer Regi-
ment (EOD) at Saffron Walden hosted the
ceremony when 102-year-old Somme veteran
Tom Dewing received his Legion d'Honneur.
Tom, who lives in Saffron Walden, manned an
observation post in no man's land on the dis-
astrous first day of the battle.

[DATES

FEBRUARY

6: Royal salute by The King's Troop RHA,
Hyde Park, 1200; HAC at Tower of London
to mark Queen’s accession

APRIL

24: British Model Soldier Society annual
show, New Connaught Rooms, Great
Queen Street, London, 1030-1600.

JULY

20-Aug 2: Royal Tournament, Earls Court.
Ticket office 0171 244 0244.

23-25: Invicta Military Preservation Soci-
ety's War and Peace Show, Beltring Hop
Farm and Country Park, Kent.

@ 7o include public events in this diary,
contact the Editor.

In tune with the pipes: Dmr Lee White

The Rev Nigel Knights-Johnson, Colch-
ester Garrison's senior chaplain, has received
a commendation for distinguished service fol-
lowing his ground-breaking efforts to gather
rival clergymen for peace talks in Bosnia. He
spent three months patiently getting Muslim
and Roman Catholic priests together for the
first time since 1994. After further meetings
were banned by church leaders at a higher
level, the World Congress for Peace and Rec-
onciliation is now attempting to continue his
work.

Capt Clyde White APTC, OC 3 Cadet
Training Company at

Sgt Dan White, who is to take partin a
Territorial Army attempt on Everest in the
spring of 2000, meets the Prince of Wales
at a reception to mark the fifth anniver-
sary of the Prince’s patronage of the
Ulysses Trust. The trust has given nearly
£400,000 in grants to 240 expeditions
mounted by reserve forces and cadet
units since 1992.

Also present at the celebration, held in
the headquarters of 21 SAS (V) at the
Duke of York’s HQ in King’s Road,
London, were vice-patrons, including Col
the Duke of Westminster and Gen Sir
Michael Wilkes. :

Last year Sgt White was one of two
part-time soldiers to reach the summit of
Tinchen Khan (6,010m) in an Indo-British
TA expedition assisted by the Ulysses
Trust. Picture: Sgt lan Liptrott

Spr Sharon
Platt and Pte
Tim Pilatt are
thought to be
the first
mother and
son to pass
out of basic
training on the
same day . . .
unless you
know better.
While Sharon,
pictured with
Tim, was on
parade at
Grantham with
the TA's
Chilwell-based
Royal Engineers, her 17-year-old son was
passing out as a private at Catterick before

Picture: Gareth Griffiths

Joining the 1st Battalion, The Worcestershire

and Sherwood Foresters Regiment. But while
Mum stays at home with 73 Engineer Regi-
ment's 350 Field Squadron, Tim was on his
way to Bosnia with 1 WFR.

Colchester, was also com-
mended by the NATO force
commander for running the
successful adventure train-
ing centre at Brac, near
Split.

Sarah (14) and Charlotte
(9), pictured right, watched
proudly as their dad, WO1
David Emsley, received a
certificate for exceptional
work with the Royal Military
Police in the Territorial Army.
David is a staff adviser within
the Special Investigations
Branch and the award was
from the Lord Lieutenant for
Greater Manchester. Mean-
while, Maj Eddie
MacMahon, who has just
retired from 5/8 Kings,
received the only Lord Lieu-
tenant’s Certificate to be
awarded in Cheshire in 1998.
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Army specialists patch
up vital equipment

FOUR British Army technicians have
returned from one of the poorest nations
in the world following a mission to service
life-saving equipment in remote regional
hospitals, writes David Falcke.

Led by Capt Ian Williams REME, the
team travelled to Nepal to visit clinics
serving the hill communities from which
young men are recruited into the
(Grurkhas. They were stunned by the scale
of destitution in areas through which they
passed.

WO1 Robert Strange, REME, senior
instructor in the Medical and Dental
Workshop at Bielefeld, Germany, said: “I
had always thought I could cope with any-
thing, but the shock of

Mission to Nepal

out and broken equipment. The four
technicians examined everything from
auralscopes to X-ray machines and
blood-pressure gauges to operating
tables, most of it in far from hygienic con-
ditions.

“Most of the equipment that we looked
at would have just been bunged in a skip
in the UK,” said Sgt Lambourne,
“because a lot of it was little more than
junk held together with bits of tape.”
They repaired or replaced many of the
2,000 pieces of equipment which they
inspected.

The British soldiers, who were accom-
modated at Gurkha Area Welfare Centres
set up by the Gurkha Welfare Trust, visit-
ed 16 hospitals as well as checking med-
ical equipment at the two British Army
centres in Nepal.

the first three or four
days left me almost
numb. The squalor that
these people are living
in is quite horrifying.”

The other members
of the team were Sgt
Mark Lambourne, a
REME vehicle mechan-
ic with 8 Field Work-
shop at Colchester, and
Cpl Kamal Khapung,
QGE, based with 26
Engineer Regiment at
Maidstone, who acted
as the interpreter and
guide.

They inspected,

repaired and, in some
cases, replaced worn-
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Mr Fixit: Artificer Sgt Maj Robert Strange concentrates on a
faulty piece of equipment in Bharatpur District Hospital, Nepal

Picture: David Falcke

Treasures
of the
National
Army
Museum

NATIONAL

ARMY
MUSEUM

The gold watch owned by Napoleon

A timely
reminder
of Boney's

bitter exile

AFTER his defeat at Waterloo,
Napoleon was exiled to the South
Atlantic island of St Helena, arriv-
ing on board HMS Northumber-
land in October 1815.

He presented this watch to Lt
Gen Sir Hudson Lowe, Governor
of the island from 1815 to 1821.
Bonaparte died of cancer of the
stomach on St Helena on May 5,
1821.

Lowe’s treatment of Napoleon
was criticised by Barry O’Meara,
at one time Napoleon’s medical
attendant, but the fact that the
Governor was given this expensive
gift suggests that he may have
treated the defeated emperor
rather better than was thought.

MANIPULATIVE

In fact, Napoleon, bored by his
exile, was as keen as ever to manip-
ulate and dominate those around
him.

He set out to undermine Lowe’s
authority at every opportunity but
was thwarted by the Lowland Scot
who, rigid in his sense of duty,
unbendingly applied the rules gov-
erning Bonaparte’s confinement.

The watch is on display in The Road to
Waterloo Gallery at the National Army
Museum in Chelsea. Alongside it is Welling-
ton’s shaving mirror and the bearskin of a
Grenadier of the French Imperial Guard.




Bulletin board

A mine-awareness training video has
won a gold medal in the New York Festi-
val’s prestigious international film and
video competition.

“Mine Strike”, which was sponsored
by the Directorate of Individual Train-
ing Policy (Army) and produced by the
Central Office of Information for the
Battlefield Engineering Wing of the

N

Minas-awaranass videw wins gold

Combat Engineer School, was entered
in the education and training category.

It vividly portrays the effects of anti-
armour and anti-personnel mines and
provides a demonstration of the immedi-
ate action drills for foot and vehicle-
mounted personnel who find themselves
in a suspected minefield. The video will
be distributed to all units.

Legion to offer more
tours to battlefields

IN response to growing demand, partly
sparked by the widespread media cover-
age of the 80th anniversary of the 1918
Armistice, the Roval British Legion is
extending its programme of battlefield
tours.

Its “Remember Them” schedule,
beginning in May, is designed to bring the
past to life in an affordable and informa-
tive way. Tours are planned to France,
Belgium, Italy and the Netherlands,
including Ypres, the Somme, Dunkirk,
Cassino, Anzio, the Normandy beaches
and Arnhem.

The first trip will be to Loos, the
Somme and Vimy Ridge.

Separately, the Government-supported
RBL programme of war graves pilgrim-
ages, including financial assistance for
widows visiting a husband’s grave for the
first time, will continue.

More details are available from the Pil-
grimage Department, the Royal British

Legion Village, Aylesford, Kent ME20
TNX (tel 01622 716729 or 716182, fax
715768).

'GC for Blandford |

A posthumous George Cross won by Sig
Kenneth Smith in Yugoslavia in January
1945 has been acquired at auction by the
Royal Signals Museum at Blandford.

Smith was with a patrol of the Long
Range Desert Group on the Adriatic
island of Ist when it was attacked by
saboteurs. He was removing a bomb,
which he knew was about to detonate,
from a house full of partisans and chil-
dren when it exploded, blowing him to
pieces. His remains were buried nearby
and moved after the war to the British
Military Cemetery in Belgrade.

The rare award of the George Cross to
members of the Armed Forces is made
for actions for which purely military hon-
| ours are not normally granted.

S

SEARCHLINE

Information wanted on First World War band-
master Jubilee Kedge, Scots Greys, later
instructor in music at Docklands Settlement in
London. Also anything on The Liberation
Waltz composed by Sgt Tom Sidebottom RA
and LBdr Bob Warne RA. Replies to Jerome

Author working on history of Royal West
African Frontier Force seeks anecdotes, sto-
ries or personal notes on life with the 1st and
2nd Brigades in East Africa 1914-16,
Abyssinia 1942-45, Burma 1942-45 with 81st
and 82nd Divisions, and the Chindits with 6th,

Gatehouse Collection, 67

Hoskins  Street, Newport, |Suez medal
South Wales NP9 5LA (tel

01633 243286). Royal

Reunion planned for May or
June for Boys' Company
RASC (1943 onwards). Ring
Taffy Buckland on 01222
615405 or Chalky White on
01279 834864.

Copies of The Waggoner,
magazine of the Royal Corps
of Transport, sought, particu-

Former members of the
Dragoons, Lan-
cashire Fusiliers, 4 RTR,
Parachute Regiment, RPC
(Mauritius), support units
and re-called Reservists
who served in the Canal
| Zone 1951-54 are asked to
| put their names forward to
support a Commons ques-
tion by Andrew Bennett MP.
Please call 0181 643 6503
or 01942 818537.

7th and 12th Bns, The Nigeria
Regiment. Replies to Capt H
W Bolden, 4-118 Station
Road, Wootton, Ryde, Isle of
Wight PO33 4RQ (tel 01983
883602). Author served with
the frontier force from 1940 to
1945,

campaign:

Doug Hoyland, a member of
the 8th King's Royal Hus-
sars in the 1950s, wishes to
obtain a copy of Cross Belts,
the regimental magazine, for
the year 1955-56. E-mail him

larly those featuring 8 Regi-
ment RCT based at Portsmouth Barracks,
Coerde, Minster during the period 1979-83.
Contact J Heeney (ex-8 Regiment RCT) on e-
mail jvh100@yahoo.com or send them to
him at Langwith College, University of York,
York YO1 5DD.

on adhoy @yahoo.com

Former soldier seeks Service colleagues
involved in the 1977-78 firemen’s strike in
Cheshire. Contact Stephen King, 37a Upper
Green East, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 2PF or
stevefom @lineone.net

Joint Service Mountain Training Wing,
Tywyn: Former members of staff who have
not been notified of the close-down reunion on
March 6 should contact JSMTC on 01654
710371 or Tywyn Mil 8628.

Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regimental
Assoc (London): AGM and branch reunion at
the Victory Services Club, London, on March
26. Details from Veronica Joel Newton on
0181 888 9739. Next meeting on June 25.

260 Signal Squadron (1960s-1970s): Next
reunion at Loughborough, April 23-24. Con-
tact Roy Andrews on 01227 264551.

138th (City of London) Fd Regt RA Associ-
ation: Final reunion on April 26 at Victory Ser-
vices Club, London. Details: Frank Flack, 22
Camborne Way, Hounslow TW5 OPW (tel
0181 570 5267). News from members welcome.

201 RCZ Workshop (V): Joint mess reunion
for former officers and SNCOs and families, in
May in Coventry. Details from R F Smith, 6 St
John'’s Place, Waterloo, Liverpool L22 5NP.

Light Dragoons (formerly 13/18 H, 15/19 H):
Southern Branch's sixth reunion dinner, Victo-
ry Services Club, London, on May 8. Details
from Capt G Locker, Home HQ, The Light Dra-
goons, Fenham Barracks, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne NE2 4NP (tel 0191 239 3140/3141).

RAMC/RADC WOs and Sgts Past and Pre-
sent Dinner Club: Annual dinner and reunion
on May 8 at Fort Blockhouse (formerly HMS
Dolphin), Gosport. Details from WO1 (RSM) R
Murdy RAMC, Hon Secretary, DMS Training
Centre, Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, nr Alder-
shot, Hants GU12 5RQ.

50 Missile Club RA: Annual reunion at Britan-
nia Hotel, Stockport on May 8-9, with church
parade to dedicate the standard. Ring A J Todd
on 01387 262378. Membership enquiries to 9
The Grove, Heathhall, Dumfries DG1 1TN.

National Children’s Home, Sheringham,
Norfolk reunion planned for June 25-26 at St
Andrew’s Church Halls, Cromer Road. Con-
tact Shirley Phyall (née Chambers), 14 Hil-
dreth Road, Prestwood, Gt Missenden, Bucks
HP16 OLU (tel 01494 890220).

Mortar Platoon, 1 RGJ: Reunion planned for
July, to be incorporated in Greenjacket week-
end at Winchester. Contact Vince Wellington
on 0181 286 1253 (evenings).

RE Association (City of Wakefield Branch):
Tenth anniversary dedication service and
parade on July 11. Details from Gerry Field-
ing, 22 Denhale Avenue, Flanshaw, Wakefield
WF2 9EF (tel 01924 379470).

3 DWR mess to close

Following SDR, the 3rd Battalion, the Duke
of Wellington’s Regiment (West Riding)
(Yorkshire Volunteers), formerly 3/4 Yorks
Vols, will amalgamate with 3 PWO and KOYY
(LI). Individuals and organisations who have
presented items to the WOs’ and Sgts’ Mess
and who would like them returned or have a
preference for their disposal should contact
SSgt Porter, HQ Coy, 3 DWR, Endcliffe Hall,
Endcliffe Vale Road, Sheffield S10 3EU (tel
0114 2663242) by Feb 28.
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Tamara’s a big draw . . .

“It Girl” and socialite Tamara Beckwith
lines up with members of the Royal
Artillery’s motor-cycle display team, the
Flying Gunners, after pulling the winning
raffle tickets in the annual SSAFA Forces
Help three-car draw. The three top prizes

were new Volkswagen Golfs and the draw,
sponsored by Natocars and Volkswagen,
raised more than £100,000 for the Service
welfare charity. Tamara is wearing the hat
of Senior Aircraftswoman Maria Rawlinson
RAF, who helped her to make the big draw.

New Year

Order of the Bath
KB - Lt Gen S C Grant CB, late RE.

CB - Maj Gen G A Ewer CBE, late RCT;
Maj Gen R A Oliver OBE, late RE: Maj Gen W
R Short QHP, late RAMC

Order of the British Empire

KBE - Lt Gen E F G Burton OBE, late RA.

CBE - Col T W Burls MC, late Para: Brig M
| Laurie, late Int Corps; ColPJ T Maggs OBE,
late RLC; Brig D M O'Callaghan, late 16/5 L:
Brig C K Price, late 14/20 H.

OBE - Actg Col D H Bristow, Cam-
bridgeshire ACF; Lt Col J J Cargill SG; Lt Col J
E M Crowe SG; Col A D Harking, late RE: Lt
Col I F G Henderson, Int Corps; Lt Col H A
Kemp REME; Lt Col AW B Loudon BW: Lt Col
J MacDonald, R Signals; Lt Col M C Parish
MBE, Kings; Lt Col M G Paterson RE; Lt Col A
M F Potter, R Irish; Lt Col D E Price, CA Mus:
Lt Col D C Stevens RE.

MBE — Maj D L Allan RA; MajD S Armitage
RE; Maj P C Bawden, R Signals; Capt R B
Bayston RLC; Lt Col | J Blanks RE: Maj G L
Butt RA; SSgt L Collingwood AGC(SPS);
WO2 R J Collister IG; Maj J H Cotterill WFR:
Maj P M Cruickshank, Hidrs.

Capt F N K Datson RA; Maj R Davies BEM,
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RLC; Maj S H Dehnel, Gren Gds; WO2 P J
Denham RE; WO1 W K Duncan RLC: MajP E
Farrelly AGC(RMP); Maj F D Fletcher RA TA.

SSgt S H Gaskin REME; Cpl E W Golaub
RE: Maj R T Goodman AGC(SPS); Cpl J
Grant RDG; WO1 A Gray, A and SH TA: Actg
Capt F HN Greenwood, Sussex ACF: MajD M
Hale RLC; WO1 A D Hall AAC; Maj J W Hall L|:
WO2 A Hawksworth AGC(SPS): SSgt K
Hearn AGC(SPS); WO2 G Hind RWF; WO2 S
Hon, Hidrs.

Maj C J lons AAC; WO2 C P Ireson,
KORBR; SSgt C L Jackson RE; WO1 S D
Jarman RLC; Actg Capt P A Jeanes, Berk-
shire ACF; Capt M Jeng RAMC: WO2 Y Khatri
RGR; CSgt A F Kinnear SG; Maj B K E Lane
PWRR TA; Maj G E Lowder RS: Maj P G May
RLC; SSgt K J McMillan RA; Sgt K L Melville
RLC; WO1 M Monahan REME.

SSgt T Parle, R Signals; WO2 D P Penniall
BEM, AGC(SPS); WO2 C H Potts BEM,
AGC(SPS); WO1 G Prince KORBR; WO2 K M
Reade RGBW TA; Maj | Sanderson LG: Lt
(QGO) R Sherchan RGR: Bdr S J Smith RA:
WO2 N G Spencer RE; Maj G N M Stoddart
BEM, RHF; Cpl P W Summersett BW: Capt M
J Tregear HAC TA; Maj R C Wolfenden RRF:
Sgt B R Wood RTR.

R
Close look at
how Army
goes about
its training

AMONG the latest video releases is the
Army's very own Video Diary for winter
1998. Made by Grosvenor TV Productions
for the Directorate of Public Relations
(Army), it takes a close look at training,
including the work of the Army Training and
Recruiting Agency (ATRA), which controls
almost all the Service's training activities.

Michael Collie and his video diary team
also focus on a recruit selection centre to
find out what potential recruits have to do to
join the Army. and then follow them to their
Army Training Regiment for
Phase 1 training.

The Army Video Diary is dis-
tributed widely throughout the
Regular and Territorial Army so
there should be copy some-
where near you.

BRAVO TWO ZERO

Yes, it's been well worth the
wait. Eight years after Andy
McNab went walkabout with
seven mates and enough fire-
power to start a small war, BBC
Worldwide has released Bravo
Two Zero, the video of the scud-
busters. It grips you tighter than
a pair of Iragi handcuffs and the black
humour is darker than the desert nights.

McNab worked on the film as the military
adviser — and it shows. The firefights have
the “been there, done it" look of the real
thing. Tacked on to the end is an exclusive
interview with the man himself. (£1 4.99). To
win a copy, see Page 7.

Look out for Foreign Legion from
LaserLight Video, which shines a light on the
most romanticised army unit in the world,
Only one in ten applicants earns the right to
wear the famous “kepi blanc”. (Price £10.99
plus £1 p&p from Delta Music, 22 Cray
Avenue, Orpington, Kent BR5 3PZ, tel
01689 888888. Running time 100min).

TANK WARFARE

Also from LaserLight are the four-part
Great Tank Battles of WW1 (Dawn of the
Titans, The Superior Force, Death in Snow
and Sand and Out-Blitzing the Blitzkrieg),
which add up to a comprehensive look at the
weapon that changed the way battles were
fought in the 20th century. (£9.99 plus £1
p&p each, from Delta Music, 52min each).

Another multi-parter is the same produc-
tion company’s The War Years in five titles —
The Phoney War, Battle of Britain, The Blitz,
The Turning Tide and The Final Chapter —
narrated by Michael Aspel (£9.99 plus £1
p&p each from Delta Music, 48-58min).

Siegebusters (DD Video) makes use of
real-life footage to tell the stories of counter-
terrorist action at the Munich Olympics, the
Iranian Embassy, the Marseilles plane
hijack, the Achille Lauro, Chechnya and
Waco, Texas. (£5.99, 50min). J
p




Books

Five years with the
valiant 1st Division
AFTER the retreat to Dunkirk in

1940, the 1st British Infantry Divi-
sion was brought up to strength

by conscripted men

FOR ”“ “I k ”“)\ who fought valiantly

The Jour

ORD(

nal of a Conscript

alongside the Regu-
lars in North Africa,
Italy and Palestine. In
For the Duration:
The Journal of a
Conscript 1941-46
(Pentland Press,

> Bl £14.95), Gordon Nis-
TR bett pays tribute to the
division, which won
three VCs, and to the officers and
men of the 1st Reconnaissance
Regiment, Royal Armoured
Corps, with whom he served
throughout the campaigns and of
whom this represents an impor-
tant historical record.

What went wrong
with our tanks?

BRITAIN'S lead in tank develop-
ment by the end of the First World
War was squandered to the extent
that the nation was
unprepared at the
time Hitler provoked
the 1939 conflict. In
Death by Design
(Sutton, £19.99)

=4 Second World War
tank crewman Peter
Beale blames succes-
sive governments for
indecision, bad plan-
ning and waste of
resources. He points damningly to
the fact that no single agency was
responsible for the design of the
whole vehicle and claims that the
critical views of front-line tank
crews were ignored by the
powers-that-be.

1941-46

4

Oxfordshire Yeomanry
passes the 200 mark

AS a Royal Signals squadron, the
Oxfordshire Yeomanry escaped
intact from the Territorial Army
cutbacks following the

THE STORY OF

THE OxrornsHire | 1998 Strategic
¥

YEOMA
QuLeNs ow

7on """ | Social historian David

Defence Review.
Eddershaw's engag-
ing 82-page chronicle
The Story of the
Oxfordshire Yeo-
manry, Queen’s Own
Oxfordshire Hus-
sars 1798-1998 is
happily, therefore, the
celebration of a bicentenary
rather than an unintended obitu-
ary. Readable and well-illustrated
in colour and black-and-white, it is
available at £7.95 plus 80p p&p
from the publishers, the Oxford-
shire Yeomanry Trust, Territorial
Army Centre, Oxford Road, Ban-
bury OX16 9AN.

The Punic Wars by Nigel Bag-
nall. Rome, Carthage and the
struggle for the Mediterranean,
by a former Chief of the General
Staff. Dedicated to the British
Army in gratitude for his own
experiences. (Pimlico, £12.50.)

Weapons and Equipment of
the Napoleonic Wars by Philip J
Haythornthwaite. Detailed guide
includes cavalry, infantry, artillery
and engineers. (Arms and
Armour, £9.99.)

Victoria’s Wars by | F W Beckett.
Campaign photographs from
Burma, 1852, to Tibet, 1904.
(Shire History in Camera, £5.99.)

A Bright Shining Lie by Neil
Sheehan. Pulitzer Prize-winning

Paperbacks

history of the Vietnam War
through the eyes of Lt Col John
Paul Vann. (Pimlico, £12.50.)

The Armed Forces of the
United Kingdom by Charles
Heyman. Pocket-sized post-SDR
guide to organisation and equip-
ment, with silhouettes and wiring
diagrams. (Leo Cooper, £5.95.)

The Anatomy of a Raid by Tony
Spagnoly and Ted Smith. Aus-
tralians at Celtic Wood, October
1917. Revised edition. (Pen &
Sword Cameos of the Western
Front, £9.95.)

Blue Bonnets, Boers and Bis-
cuits. Boer War diary of Pte

William Fessey DCM, KOSB.
Published by his granddaughter
Heather Wilson, 67 Cadogan
Gardens, South  Woodford,
London E18 1LY (£8 plus 80p

P&p).

Citizen Soldiers by Stephen E
Ambrose. Story of the progress
of the United States Army from
Normandy beaches to the Bulge
and beyond, by best-selling his-
torian and adviser on Saving Pri-
vate Ryan. (Simon & Schuster,
£10.99.)

Ties of Distinction by Christo-
pher Sells. More than 470 ties,
some regimental, pictured for
designers and collectors. (Bush-
wood Books, Kew Gardens, TW9
4JF, £19.95.)

Combat stress:

the stark truth

THIS excellent book should
bury, once and for all, any lin-
gering doubts about the exis-
tence of battle stress.

It brings home starkly what
is perhaps not generally
appreciated, that thousands of
veterans, suffering varying
degrees of distress as a result
of service to their country,
need continuing help.

We do not necessarily know
who or where they are; just
that their numbers are
increasing.

As a case officer with the
Ex-Services Mental Welfare
Society (Combat Stress),
whose superb caring work has
been well chronicled in the
pages of Soldier, retired major
Roy Brook’s job was to locate
and assess war veterans who
needed help.

In ten years he made more
than 5,000 visits and he
chronicles, anecdotally, resp-
onsibly and with great com-
passion, many of the
extraordinary  stories he

The Eagle by Gerald Lowthin.
Military saga of the early 1800s,
the title relating to the eagle of the
French 105th infantry of the line
captured by the Royal Dragoons.
(Minerva, £6.99.)

The Stress of Combat, The
Combat of Stress by Roy Brook.
(The Alpha Press, paperback,
£12.95. Available from Drake
International Services, Dedding-
ton, Oxford, OX15 0SE, tel 01869
338310.)

encountered on his travels.

Post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD) is the most com-
monly encountered mental
disorder among both Service
people and civilians who have
suffered a serious and sudden
shock to their system.

It can occur and re-occur
many years after the event
which triggered it. Though
most of the author’s cases
were from the Second World
War, every conflict since then
is represented here, including
Korea, Cyprus, Malaya,
Aden, Northern Ireland, the
Falklands, the Gulf and
Bosnia. Coverage is also given
to the well-chronicled horrors
of 1914-18.

Since that war, great
advances have been made in

Borrowed Swords by John Booth.
Former RAMC officer's story
based on experiences in Oman
during early 1970s. (Shemagh
Productions, PO Box 51, Pershore,
WR10 1YH, £5.99 inc p&p.)

our knowledge of PTSD,
though some veterans have
paid a high price in the mean-
time. “A lack of understand-
ing of the plight of many
clients has led to the break-up
of marriages, the abandon-
ment of parents by their chil-
dren, and vice versa, and
sometimes even suicide.”

Written with the co-opera-
ton of Combat Stress, The
Royal British Legion, SSAFA
Forces Help and the Not For-
gotten Association, the book
has valuable advice on what
help is available and what can
and cannot be done.

A list of useful conrtact
addresses runs to 16 pages
and there are indispensable
glossaries of medical and mili-
tary terminology.

As the author points out
with startling honesty, no one
actually knows the wider
extent of the problems that his
case histories represent. The
only certainty is that they are
growing. - CH

The Drumbeat of Jimmy Sands
by Murray Davies. Two Catholic
soldiers from tough backgrounds
end up on opposite sides in the
Northern Ireland conflict.
(HarperCollins, £5.99).
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Drunken recruits
- went on waggon

ARCHIVES and other con-
temporary records are, by
their nature, vital to the regi-
mental or corps historian.

This 200-year account of
the predecessors of the Royal
Logistic Corps is as meticu-
lous, thorough and readable
as loggies past and present
could have wished.

But what hope is there for
the diligent researcher if he or
she meets a blank, as did one
of the many eminent contrib-
utors to this volume who
wanted to chart the official
beginnings of the British
Army’s great logistical institu-
tion?

We are told that when the
Royal Waggoners were
formed in 1794 at the time of
the Duke of York’s expedition
to the Low Countries, the new
captain commandant, James
Poole, looked to the usual
sources for his recruits — the
jails of England, which yielded
up their “drunks, felons,
debtors and psychopaths”.

The writer goes on: “No
attempt was made to recruit
men experienced with horses,
except that the Chelsea Hos-
pital was asked by the Trea-
sury to call upon any of its
cavalry pensioners to volun-
teer, if they so wished, and
they were offered a substantial
bounty.

“As could be expected with
this motley collection, the rep-
utation of this new corps was
not likely to be enhanced
when it joined the campaign
in the Low Countries in July,
1794 . . . It is perhaps not sur-
prising that their duties and
activities were not recorded.”

Thankfully things improved
after that false dawn, and the
activities of the Royal Waggon

Shadow Dancer by Tom Bradby.
ITN political correspondent’s
tense thriller, described by the
Irish Independent as the best
book on Northern Ireland since
Harry's Game. (Corgi, £5.99.)
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Two wheels on my waggon: A unit of 10 Regiment, Royal Corps of
Transport, makes a refuelling stop in the desert during the Gulf War

Wait for the Waggon: The Story
of the Royal Corps of Transport
and its Predecessors, 1794-
1993, edited by Brig John Sutton
(Leo Cooper, £30).

Train and its successors
became increasingly better
organised and successful. All
the triumphs and tribulations
in that transformation from
the simple to the sophisticated
are related here.

Churchill observed of the
Royal Army Service Corps in
the Second World War that
“transport was the stem with-

James Morgan - Hit Man by
Robert Marriott. Written by ex-
Special Forces soldier, the plot
follows action hero Morgan as he
attempts to destroy leaders of ter-
rorism. (Townshire Ltd, £4.95.)

out which the bright flower of

victory could not bloom”.

The quote appears in a fore-
word by Gen Sir Peter de la
Billiéere, who writes of the
Royal Corps of Transport’s
“magnificent contribution” to
the Gulf War.

This substantial history,
enhanced by a priceless 15-
page glossary and many excel-
lent photographs (one, Plate
39, by Terry Champion of Sol-
dier) contains (almost) every-
thing you wanted to know
about two centuries of British
Army logistics — but were
afraid to ask. - CH

The Contractor by George
Brown. The CIA will go to any
lengths to keep the dirty secrets
of an agent in deep cover some-
where in South-East Asia.
(Piatkus Books, £5.99.)

Try this one if you
want a good read

BERNARD Cornwell's Sharpe
novels, coupled with Sean
Bean'’s portrayal of the Green-
jacket on television,
have brought the Thi :
Napoleonic era alive  FI et & A
for millions. For those [ { lIIllb,_llldI‘Wﬂl’
inspired to read more p ;
there is a valuable
chapter on the avail-
able literature, with a
nine-page bibliogra-
phy, in The Peninsu-
lar War (Spellmount,
£20), in which lan
Fletcher has gath-
ered the talents of seven experts
to study various aspects of the
campaign. The character of the
Duke of Wellington, as Wellesley
became after Talavera in1809, is
among topics examined and is
subject of comment by the pre-
sent Duke in his foreword.

Great orchestrator
denied the applause

RETIRED Royal Hampshire
Regiment major lan Passingham
has provided a service to First
World War history by
writing the first
detailed account of
the pivotal Battle of
Messines Ridge in
1917. In Pillars of
Fire (Sutton, £19.99)
he asks why the
highly-respected Gen
Sir Herbert Plumer,
whose meticulous
organisation of men and arms
(likened to the composition and
orchestration of a symphony)
resulted in the first clear-cut vic-
tory on the Western Front, did
not receive the kind of recogni-
tion enjoyed by Haig and Gough.

We’re being nuked, so
all down to the pub!

AS war threatened in the 1930s,
vast underground complexes
were built at great cost in Britain
to store ordnance
and national trea-
sures and house air-
craft factories. Most
are now decommis-
sioned, though in the
Cold War at least
one, near Corsham in
Wiltshire, became an
anti-nuclear bunker
for 5,000 people,
complete with gov-
ernment offices,
medical centre, bakery, laundry,
and, we're told, even a pub. After
30 years' research, Nick
McCamley tells the story unsen-
sationally, though in remarkable
detail, in Secret Underground
Cities (Leo Cooper, £25).
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WE have received dozens of e-mails on our
various Vox pop questions, including some
on the topic of annual leave entitlements.
Remember to include your name and
address if you want your views to be consid-
ered for publication. Here are some that did:
What do you think of the new leave
arrangements?
At long last the leave anomaly between offi-
cers and other ranks is to be rectified. This
decision is long overdue. — Maj lan Mar-
shall.

Forty-two days of leave a year sounds great,
especially as civilians only get 20 to 25 a year
plus bank holidays. — Cpl Dave Crampton,
R Signals (V), Edinburgh.

We all do the same work, so it is logical for
everyone to have the same number of day’s
leave, from private to general. — Y Bourhis,
France.

| think the leave we get is pretty good. — AS
Manikiza, Army Foundation College, Har-
rogate.

® See also prize letter

Thank you also for the many, many e-mails
we received, and continue to receive, on the
importance of remembrance. The latest have
came from R Donovan (ex-23rd Foot), Brid-
gend; M A Hellewell (ex- RE), Woodville
North, South Australia; Tom Cooke (ex-Life
Guards), Bermuda; J Heeney, University of
York; OCdt Dean Cresswell, Wales UOTC;
2nd Lt Ray Butten (ex-Royal Yeomanry), S
W London ACF; Capt (Retd) William Kent
Weitz, US Army, Plant City, Florida; SFC
Michael P McEleney, Randolf, Massachu-
setts; Lt A Ravn, TA, Denmark; and Cpl R
Brumby, Royal Australian Air Force.

Old hand tries
for an Olympic
return in 2000

RECENTLY I applied to Australia
House regarding a possible short-service
re-enlistment into the Royal Australian
Artillery during the year 2000, in the
hope of getting my old job back during
the Sydney Olympic Games.

I was the “Pommie” WO in charge of
WOs and Senior NCOs concerned with
crowd and traffic conrtrol of all external
events during the 1956 Melbourne
Olympics, including the marathon. I was
also i/c crowd control during the entry of
the national teams for the opening cere-
mony performed by Prince Philip.

When I wrote to the Australian High
Commission I thought I had better men-
tion that as I am 86 years old I may not
be capable of moving with sufficient
alacrity to handle any situation that may
arise. — W Sadler, Colchester, Essex.

AS a Regular soldier Permanent Staff
Instructor serving with a Territorial
Army unit, I have a question that may
show that the Regular soldier is discrim-
inated against.

I hope some of your readers will be
able to comment.

A TA soldier can serve on Active Ser-
vice past the age of 50 (two members of
my unit served on an Operation Resolute
tour of Bosnia when past the age of 50),

Why can TA soldiers ser
while Regulars have to

professional counterpart
too old for the job? !1

Time to cash in
on unused leave

THE change to the way leave is
to be taken is a welcome one in
that soldiers will not have to
take nine days’ leave in order to take a
five-day working week off.

However, as has been illustrated by
some of the comments on your web site,
many soldiers are unable to take their cur-
rent leave entitlement due to overstretch
and undermanning (apart from Sig
Maggie West, Vox pop Dec — and may I
please have a posting to wherever she is?).

Itis very likely many soldiers will see no
difference in the amount of time they have
off, merely an increase in the days they
have been unable to take.

It is unrealistic to allow all unexpended
leave to be carried over as this simply
compounds the problem for the following
year. I had 29 days’ untaken leave last
year.

However, should a cash reimbursement

be offered to soldiers for each
day unused at the of the year,
I’'m sure it would be most wel-
come. Of course, this could lead to a sce-
nario in which Pte X, who is in dire
financial straits, decides to forgo his leave
in favour of the additional cash benefits.

There are arguments both for and
against this situation. While it would be of
monetary benefit to the soldiers and of
manning benefit to units, what is the price
which the Service, and soldiers, would
pay in terms of overwork, stress and lack
of R and R? - WO2 (Supvr Radio)
Andrew Jensen, 640 Sig Tp (EW), 226
Sig Sqn (EW), 14 Signal Regiment,
Brawdy, Haverfordwest.

® How does WO Jensen get his suggestion
taken seriously? The answer is on Pages 4-5.
What do YOU think about financial reimburse-
ment for untaken leave? — Editor.

Leave? Not in the Canal Zone

IN Vox pop (Dec) vou asked for com-
ments on the increase in annual leave. In
my two years of National Service (July
1950 to July 1952) I was given:

@ 36 hours station leave at Rhyl;

@® 14 days’ embarkation leave at Wool-
wich;

® 36 hours at Elballah, Suez Canal
Zone;

@ Ten days’ leave after being on a tank

SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you
are an officer or other rank; serving or civvy;

nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep them brief and

landing craft off Kuwait for 16 weeks, and
then the leave was cancelled because the
Naafi in Ismailia had been burned down
by terrorists.

Even back at Woolwich just eight days
before demob we got no leave, although I
did manage a 12-hour guard duty. I bet
there are a few old Servicemen who got
even less than me. — Taff Evans, ex-41st
Fd Regt RA, Stevenage, Herts.

to the point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if they are handwritten, please put names,
addresses and in block capitals (not necessarily for publication).

A prize from the Soldier gift collection will be awarded each month if we judge that a letter, serious
or humorous, merits it. So get writing! Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor,
who reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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X0 YEARS AGO

This is the latest ack-ack
target, a rocket-launched
radio-controlled aircraft
with a speed of 220 mph being developed by
the United States Air Force. Revealed here
for the first time, it can loop, roll, dive and
perform other aerial feats. When the fuel is
exhausted (or when the aircraft is hit by gun-
fire) a parachute emerges and lowers the
target gently to earth. On launching, the
rocket car stops against a hydraulic snub at
the end of the ramp, and the aircraft takes
off at 80mph.

From Soldier,
February 1949

iy ]
ZZ5YEARS AGO

A vast sandbag
wall, reckoned to
be the largest in
the British Army, has been built to
protect one side of Creggan Camp,
which dominates the Catholic
estate of the same name on the
western finge of Londonderry in the
enclave between the city and the
Eire border. The sandbags cling to
the slope above the Creggan'’s ter-
raced streets in defiance of the
principles of engineering.

From Soldier,
February 1973

As they were: The regimental badges of The Green Howards and West Yorkshire Regi-
ments at Gebeit, Red Sea Hills, Sudan, photographed in 1948 after a detachment from 2 GH
had reconstructed their regimental badge. The picture appeared in Soldierin May of that year

Are the Gebeit badges stil

YOUR readers may be able to help me
with a query. Back in 1952-54 I did my
National Service with the Yorks and Lan-
casters in the Sudan. Each company of
the regiment in turn left the garrison at
Khartoum and did a spell in Gebeit.
While there they worked on making a
replica in stones of the cap badge on the
sides of the Red Sea Hills just beyond the
camp.

Units that had served in the Sudan
before us had also built these huge cap
badges and, if my memory serves me
right, there were at least another six regi-

SOLDIER February 1999

there?

mental badges on the site. My query is:
what happened to those badges? You can
imagine the hours and hours of sweated
labour that went into constructing them
... and all of it “volunteer” labour. I have
made enquiries over the past few years,
including the York and Lancaster’s
museum at Rotherham, but all to no avail.

I wrote to the Sudanese Embassy but
did not receive an answer, and also to
Michael Palin who travelled by rail
through the Sudan for one of his TV pro-
grammes. — Raymond Haggard, Ring-
wood, Hants.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag@btinternet.com

THEN AND THEN

-

13th’s piece of hell

IN your review of the book Battle of the
Bulge: Britain’s untold story (Jan), it was
stated that the 12th Battalion, The Para-
chute Regiment attacked the village of
Bure. This is incorrect. It was the 13th
Lancashire Battalion which fought there.
Over the three days of fighting in the vil-
lage, the battalion took more casualties
than the 2nd did at Arnhem. The 12th was
also part of the 5th Parachute Brigade
and took its part in the Bulge battles, but
Bure was the 13th’s particular piece of
hell. — Andrew Bragg (e-mail).

Second thoughts

PLEASE consider the contents of my
letter “You can have my Vietnam War
medal” (Nov) as null and void. My apolo-
gies for offering an opinion that was
hasty, ill-considered and not really
deserved. The British Army has always
been “aces high” in my estimation and |
would be proud to soldier next to Tommy
any day of the week. As my pappy used to
say: “Act in haste, repent at leisure.”
Pardon me while | pull this size 11 combat
boot off my back molars. — SSgt Stephen R
Sandberg, Co C, 961st Engineer Bn
(Combat) (Heavy), Milwaukee, USA.

Delayed reaction

AS a young soldier in the early 40s | joined
debates on the efficiency and ethics of
the lacing of our tea with “gyppo” or bro-
mide to reduce our libido. | can assure the
MoD that this enforced medication is now
beginning to have the results they envis-
aged. — A Sheldon, Nottingham.

Regular confusion

How can anyone claim to be the last serv-
ing National Serviceman (Mailbag, Dec
and Jan)? When they signed on to do
extra service they became Regular sol-
diers and ceased to be National Service-
men. — K Preston, Hartlepool.

Stand-by medals?

PERSONNEL involved in the airborne
landings at Suez in 1956 (Op Musketeer)
were awarded the GSM with clasp “Near
East”. Did those posted to Cyprus on
standby for the aborted re-occupation of
the Canal Zone also qualify? — Jim Jacobs,
Fareham, Hants.

What's going on ear?

WHAT a cracking photograph
on the front of the January edi-
tion (Sgt Shane Wilkinson's
award-winning black-and-white
portrait). It’'s a pity that it is
spoilt by the beret badge being
worn French-style over the left
ear. This seems to be creeping more and
more into soldiers’ dress. Should you be
giving it credence by publishing it on the
front cover? — T P O'Connor, Chester.




Internationa

operations:

These days, all British soldiers must expect to
work shoulder-to-shoulder with foreign arm-
ies. Eleven soldiers serving at the HQ of the
multi-national Kosovo Extraction Force in
Macedonia told us about the best and worst
aspects of international operations.

CSgt John Grisely,
RRW

The learning process
is the best part. ..
their languages, how
they work and so on.
The worst aspect is
the difference
between how we are
treated in our army
and how they are treated. We get what we
want — food, clothing and good adminis-
tration. But in other national units it's not
the same.

LCpl Titch Vellacott, R Signals

The worst thing is the
language barrier. But
one of the good things
is that by the time we
go home we'll probably
be tri-lingual. We're
always picking up the
words the others use.

| It's interesting to see
how much we differ but
how well we can work together.

LCpl Noel Peace,
AGC

It's amazing how
people of the same
rank from different
armies have different
opinions on things.
That’s the good thing.
The worst thing, defi-
nitely, is compromis-
ing on the food. I'm resorting to Pot
Noodles . . . morning, noon and night.

The regular
feature in
which we
ask soldiers
for their
views on

an issue

SSgt Nick Perkovic,
AGC

Plus points? Obviously
the interchange of
ideas, the languages
and learning about
other cultures. On the
negative side, in the
British Forces we are
used to having things
organised from day one. But obviously it
takes time here for everything to mesh.

Maj Mark Neate,
RHA

The good thing about
it is working with sol-
diers from different
environments. Sol-
diers always get on,
regardless of differ-
ences. There are
obviously difficulties,
especially the language barrier, and
pulling together a number of disparate
elements can be frustrating.

Capt Dean Young,
AGC

When it's for real you
accept that things may
not be perfect. I've got
a French colonel, a
Dutch colleague and
German NCO in my
department. If you are
multi-lingual that helps,
if not you need to have someone about who
can help.

COMING SOON

Colin Brodie, right, was a committed soldier. ..
undermined his enthusiasm and wrecked his life.

Thrown out of the Army, his life spiralled downwards until
he went to prison for armed robbery. When he is released,
he intends to counsel others against the misuse of drugs.
He tells his story in Soldier as a warning to others.

Lt Col Gareth
Banner, Int Corps
It allows us to integrate
with our NATQO col-
leagues and take from
them what they can
bring to the force. The
worst aspect? For this
particular location, |
think the welfare sup-
port was quite poor. The lead nation here,
the French, recognise this and are doing
their best.

WO1 Alan Ralph,

R Anglian

The good things are
that the other nations
understand English
very well. And they
have better sense of
humour than | thought
they had, which is very
helpful in the job we are
doing. Dislikes? Nearly all of them smoke.

Cdpl Crispian Cuss, RDG

It can be incredibly
frustrating and incredi-
bly rewarding. At times
you are beating your
head against a brick
wall because the things
you would expect to be
done with such ease
can be impossible. And
yet at times there is a
great sense of reward from working with dif-
ferent people.

SSgt David Quigley, REME
The good thing is that
you can see the way
other people operate;
their procedures and
how they do things.
One thing | find con-
fusing about a NATO
HQ is that the
acronyms used can be
the same as ours but
mean different things.

Sgt Merlin Wrightson, Int Corps

It's always good to work with Americans
because they have so
much money, so kit
appears much more
quickly than it would in
a purely British opera-
tion. But | find you have
to work twice as hard
to make yourself
understood. And other
nationalities have a
tendency to flap more than the British.

Interviews and pictures: Graham Bound

until drugs

We also investigate the high
life enjoyed by the Army’s
specialist air despatchers
based at RAF Lyneham and go
backstage with Kid Creole and
his freezing Coconuts while
they entertain troops in Bosnia.
The show mustgoon...
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A VOLVO FOR THE PRICE OF
AN ORDINARY CAR.

AIR CONDITIONING * CD PLAYER « ALLOY WHEELS + GUARD ALARM WITH IMMOBILISER,

DRIVERS AIRBAG * SIPS « SIPS AIRBAG * ABS AND MUCH MUCH MORE

Introducing the Volvo S40 XS saloon and V40 XS estate -
Upgrading to a new Volvo has never been easier, or cheaper

S40 XS 1.6i from £10,985 V40 XS 1.6i from £11,560
S40 XS 1.8 16v (115 bhp) from £12,175 V40 XS 1.8 16v (115 bhp) from £12,750
S40 XS 2.0T from £13,940 V40 XS 2.0T from £14,515

For a full information pack giving details of our special HM Forces Tax Free Prices, Volvo low rate finance,

best part-exchange prices and our worldwide delivery options, contact the experts.

CALLUK 01707 262 388
VOLVO

Military Sales

The XS variant is only available in a limited range of colours and additional options. Prices apply to the tax free purchase of a brand new Volvo by serving

members of HM Forces on, or about to embark on, an overseas posting. All prices quoted are exclusive of VAT, tax, delivery and registration.
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Other models of interest .. FEETEEEN Approx Dehvery Date;..

olvo Car UK Ltd, Tourist & D\p\omat Sales, Freepost 30, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7B R England VOLVO
Tourist & Diplomat Sales

Tel 01707 262388, Fax: 01707 261712, E-Mail: vcc4.tdsuk@memo.volvo.se




CHEAPEST WAY
TO PHONE

Any where Any when Any'phone*

At least 50% off BT international rates

pence per minute
BT SPC
Germany 65 14 §H9h,l;g!§n

France 65 15

.,f"

e S

Norway 76 14 gt

USA 72 8
Australia 102 14
Cyprus 76 29
Bosnhia 96 36
Falklands 290 75

UK to UK 7 4

Same rates, any hour, any day
Same rates, into or out of UK

More info, other country rates, sales
0800 496 0528 (UK office hours)

-
\
BT rates quoted are for BT Chargecards, December 1998 ‘,a .
; . Qre “\es

BT mandated payphone surcharge not included



