
NOVEMBER 16 
1992 
EVERY 
FoRTNmm 

- 8 o p  

E 
- - 1  

MAGAZINE 
OF THE 
BRITISH 
ARMY 

11ll1lllllli II 1111 

i 

I 
3p Grapple: 0 mmF(L) in 0 4 RGJ goes 0 D~IIUIUI~C~ 

9 Unit details Turkey to war Victorians 

i 



460 from &7,080 

850 from &12,600 

. 
I- 

d- - . 

om%1,380 

U 

940 from f11,380 

U, 
240 from .€9,900 

style 
and safety 

VOLVO 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

VOLVO EXPORT, P.O. BOX 200, HATFIELD. 
HERTS. AL9 7AR . TEL: 0707 262388 

PRICESCO~RECT~TT~UEOFGO~NGTOPRESS 

November 16,1992 
VOL. 48/23 
CONTENTS 
5 Newsline 

12 People 
14 MND(C) unveiled 
15 Sappers in Cambodia 
16 Operation Grapple 
20 4 RGJ at Sennybridge 
22 Army Presentation Team 
25 AMF(L) on Alley Express 
32 Queen Victoria School 
34 Anne Armstrong 
36 Briefings 
38 Letters 
40 Book reviews 
42 All in a Good Cause 
43 HOAY competition 
44 SOLDIER Mart 
49 Classified advertisements 
52 Sport 

i n~~ ipo ia l~ng the ie r r~ to r~a i  A,my magazine 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, 

Hants GU11 2DU 
Aid Mii plus extension 

Civil 0252 347 plus last three 
digits of extension 

Managing EdHor 
Chris Horrocks Ext 2355 
Editor 
John Elliott 2356 
Assistant Editors 
Laurie Manton 2362 

2360 Gordon Skilling 
Phi1 Wilcox 2362 
Picture Editor 
Terry Champion 2357 
Photographers 
Mike Weston 
Mike Perring 2357 
Art Editor 
Les Gwyer 2356 
Families Pages 
Anne Armstrong 2169 
Librarian 
Bill Stroud 2351 
Advertising 2352 
AccountXlDlstribution 
Janice Follwell 2353 
Fax 2358 

S0LDI.R 18 published by lhe Mininry 01 
Detenc8 and pmtted !n the UK tor HMSO. 
Photoset by RSBTypereUen. Warpiesdon. 

Surrey. Crwn Copyright 1992. 
 WE expressed (n SOLDIER are no! 
necessar~iy those 01 the Army or the 

Minislry of Oetence, 

UK news trade distribution SM iClrculallon 
Depanmenf). 6 Leigham Caul Road. 

Strsatham. London SWt6 2PG 
Telephone 061-677 8111 

F~ 081.769 952s or 081.677 0136. 

On the move to Bosnia 

Armed Forces Minister Malcolm Rifkind meets men of the 1st Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment at 
Fallingbostel before they deployed to Bosnia to join the United Nations peacekeeping force. A s  they 
flew to Spilt, members of the battlegroup’s advance party were involved In the first Brltlsh relief 
mission. See Operation Grapple coverage, Pages 16-19. 
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THE NUMBER of guardsmen 
appearing on the Queen’s 
Birthday Parade is to be 
reduced in a package of 
measures designed to ease the 
demands of dismounted public 
duties on the Foot Guards in 
London. 

Traditionally, in addition to 
the massed bands, eight 
“Guards” of 70 or more men 
and officers parade on Horse 
Guards in their spectacular and 
world-famous tribute to the 
monarch. 

In future, the number of 
Guards will be reduced to six 
and the number of streetliners 
between Buckingham Palace 
and Horse Guards (currently 
more than 400) will be cut by 
spacing guardsmen nine paces 
apart instead of six. 

There will also be a small 
reduction in the number of 
troops providing support for 
the event, and the number of 
full scale rehearsals will be cut 
from four to three. 

strain eased 
Announcing the changes, 

Armed Forces Minister Archie 
Hamilton said ceremonial stan- 
dards and essential security 
would be maintained. 

Other changes include: 
0 Streetliners for State visits 

in London reduced by more 
than 170, and by I20 for lining 
the route from Home Park to 
the George IV Gate at Windsor 
Casde; 

0 Requirement for SO-man 
guards of honour at the 
Ministry of Defence reduced 
from about 20 occasions each 
year to ten. Step-lining parties 
to be provided for the balance; 

0 Some military posts to be 
saved by new arrangements for 
guarding Buckingham Palace, 
St James’s Palace and Windsor 
Castle, in which the Foot 
Guards assist the Metropolitan 
Police; 

0 Following a relocation of 
the Jewel House there will be a 
smaller military guard at the 
Tower of London, of sufficient 

. about 100 guardsmen. 
The Queen has given her 

assent to the new arrangements 
which were devised after MOD 
consultations with the Royal 
Household, other authorities. Mer Police and 

3 

FRONT COVER Sgt Chas Bray instructs a Cambodian 
soldier in the delicate task of uncovering a Chinese anti- 
tank mine. In the background is SSgt John Howe. Both 
men are from 38 Engineer Regiment based at Ripon. See 
also Pages 14-15. (Picture PO (Phot) AI Campbell. RN) 

size to maintain the traditional 
Ceremony of the Keys. 

There will be no change in 
the contribution of the Foot 
Guards to the State Opening of 
Parliament, the Garter Service 
at Windsor, the Cenotaph 
parade, the Festival of Re- 
membrance and high profile 
non-State visits. 

Under Options for Change 
the Foot Guards are to be 
reduced from eight battalions 
to five, with the 2nd Battalions 
of the Scots, Coldstream and 
Grenadier Guards going into 
suspended animation. 

These changes begin in the 
autumn of 1993 and will be 
completed by the end of 1994. 
During the same period the 
number of Foot Guards 
battalions stationed in London 
will reduce from five to three. 

Mr Hamilton also announced 
that each of the three battalions 
remaining in London after 1994 
will be supplemented by a 
public duties increment of 





U E W S L I N B  If h e  cur you're looking for 
isn't here, it isn't 4 - rn !re. 

Courageous Greenjacket saved crash colleagues m A 19-YEARc)LD Royal Green 
Jactrn ddicr who dimbal 
back into a crsshed helicopm 
t o p u t o u t n f i r e h n s b e m  
awarded the Queen% Corn- 
men&ition for Brave conduct. 

Rfn Anthony Wise was a 
member of a 1 RGJ paml 
flying in low dad hornits bpse 

clpmeaedbackiaaidethe 
widage, IOrsDd a @e 
~ a n d ~ t h e  
source of the smoke. 
The citation says: "It was a 

brave act cprricdout by a yrmqp 
soldier who saw #hem his duty 
k y . H i s ~ k s a v a m p  
sidarble public ?em&ion.* 

. .  

Wattisham 
chosen for 
AAC base 

The Mitsubishi range has fast estabhshed itself 
for reliability a d  value. 

From the stylish flew colt hatchback with the 
availability of both power steering and automatic 
transmission to the new 140 mph S i p  and the go 
anywhere 3 & 5 door Shoguns, 

Every Mitsubishi car is supported by a 3 year 
unlimited mileage warranty, a 6 year anti-comsiofi 
perforation guarantee and a 3 year Pan European 
breakdown and recovery service. 

happy to show you around the best cars in tow.  
Before you buy a new car give us a call. We'll be Two ARMY Air corps 

regiments based ln Germany 
arc to move to RAF Wamsham 
in East An& under a 
reorganisation announced by 
Armed Forces Minister Archie 
Hamilton last month. 
Wattisham, from which the 

RAF's Phantom force is beig 
witltdrawn by the middle of 
1993, has been identifiedas the 
most fost-effcctipe OpaPtionDL 
&se for 3 Re$imentfmpn soest 
and 4 Reghnent, pnrsently at 
Detmdd. 

Two support units based at 
Dcmold, 71 Aircrsft Work- 
shops and 2 Aucraft Suppat 
unit, will also move to 
Wattisham. 
In addidon, naa RAF Search 

andRFscuesesKinghelimp 
tQs will rrlocate there in 1994. 

Following the mows, Army 
Air corps ssfets in Germpny 
will be provided by 1 Regimmt 
at Hildesheim - radeploJmreat 
m RAF Gurersloh at some rime 
III the funvt is being 
oonaidacd as M option - 12 
Flight at RAF Bruggen and 7 
Flight in Berlin. 
T~K AAC preseree in the 

united Kingdohl is Euptnfly 
pvided by 7 Ipcgima2t a! 
Netheravon and 9 Regiment at 
D i d l f O d l .  
In other moves announced 

by hir Hamilton, 656 Squadron 
will leave 7 Regiment to join 9 
Regiment, and will be   laced 
by one of three new Territorial 
Anny flights being formed next 
year. The other TA flights will 
be baaed at RAF Sbawbury and 
RAF Turnhouse. 

.On the demise of the 
British Anny of the Rhine in 

April 1994, ~~ Avia- 
tion BAOR at B W  will 
changhistitktoCommaoder 
Aviation Headquartcm UK 
Support Command (Fcuw&l). 
He is also Chief Air to Nato's 
RapidReactioncapa(ARRc). 

A11 Mitsubishi cars come with a S-year/lOO,OOOkm warranty 
and a 6- year anti-corrosion perforation guarantee. 

ARRC welcomes its Deputy Commander 

1. 

f 

&- I 1 adults in am&. 
TheidealWv 

Armv orders new laser training system - I 

BATTLEmELD exercka will by Saab Tttthh$ Systems are contract to Saab followed M 
bxomemorerralisticfolloating due to begin in 1994. extended search for the best 
the British Army's dsdsion to The kits, when fined to eye-safekbanldielddsimula- 
buy a Swedish weapon effect soldies and fighting vehicles, tion equipment to replace the 

will allow two-sided eraCises Anny's current systems. 
DCIIV~~ICS of Direct Fm padapon-battkandysbofthe An MOD spokemm said 

Weapon Effect Simulator pafonnanccofthecombamts. DFWES would reduce the 
(DFWES)eqUlpmmtsu~lied A dt&ion to award the n m l f O t M h t r a i n i O g .  
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bravest man 
1- knew... 
andnow,he 
cannot bear to 
turna corner 

3 Six~toot-tour Sergeant 'my G't'r'e, 
OCM wasperhapsthe b iaw lman  his 
Colonel eye, knew 

But now, aner seeing sewice in Men. 
aner being baoby-tr ped and ambushed 
I" Nonhem Iretand.%rgeant 'Tiny 
cannotbeartoturnac~~ner For fearot 
~hfl1sonme01her~ide 

Itisthe bms lmenandwmentmm 
lhe SeMceS that runer mt tmm menta 
breakdown For they ha@lned. each one of 
E e r V E O l  QU CMUltry 

COnvaigcDntHOm6 and. fortheold. tnereirour Veterans' HOme where 
th CanseeoutmeiraaVsinpeace. 

to helpmern.v.emslhmhmds h$easehetpuswithadmatw and 
wlthalegawtw. Perhaps Thedebtisowdbyallotu6 

"They've given more than they could- 
please give as much as you can." 

We look aIteimese brave men and wmen We help them at home. and in hospital We run our own 

?heSemenmd WDm hmglveothelr mmdsto their Country llw am 

1001aenmw*cmm'n€4 , ~ l J I I d n l m 1 , 0 1 m 0 1 _ 1 1 1 , I Y m ( l ) t n , J l ~ / , d , O l ~ j l , ~ ~ , ~ , n O L I I T d l l  - - - - - - - - _ _ _  
rEX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY1 

I I 
I BROIGU'AV HOUSE, THE BRMWYAV, WIMBLEDON SWl9 1RL. TEL: 081.543 6333 

0 Please send me details of Paymll Giving 

It's here! The sporty new CRX - Fuel inlectton * VTEC technology * Power steenng - 16 valve I 6 engines 
* Double overhead * Catalyiic converter * Electric rear wtnda 

Removable hard top - ABS' 

camshafts' *Electric front windows 

,give more much more than they could 10 the 

'4 

I 

I 
Name1 R s OW N Ymbe r 

Regiment or Corps 

~ ~ 

--- J 

r-- L'=-'. 
- -- .... to buy a Ford with an extra f1,510 off, enjoy an additional discount 

on m o d  Vauxhalls, or a substantially reduced price on a Rover? 

i U! I 
.... a 1993, improved spec. Golf at 1992 prices and free delivery, 

or save an additional f985 to f1,598 on a Peugeot? . 

.... for only f7,550', a Volvo 440Xi or 460Xi, 
or a free day's tuition, off-road, 

in a land Rover Discovery? 

.... an.excellent part exchange price 
and a lower interest rate for your finance? 

How would you also like to save time 
and trouble, by PHONING ME NOW 

.. 
m. 

I, 
i I 
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REUNIONS SEVEN WE,THE 
LIMBLESS 
LOOKTO YOU 
FOR HELP 

New Draaoons flex their 1 DAYS A I 

muscles 
Challenger meln battle tanks 
of B Squadron, The Royal 
Dragmn Guards advance 
acrodls Soltau training araa In 
Germany. 

In all, 50 Challengers were 
put thmugh their psuas in the 
new regiment's first exerclse 
since fi formed In the summer 
trom the amaigamatlon of the 
4th/7th Royal Dragoon 
Gusrds and the 5th R 
lnnlskllling Guards. 

Stattoned In Barker 
. _" . racks, Paderborn, under the 

command of Lt Col Johnny 
Torrens-Spence, the regiment 
will provide armour for the 
Allied Command Europe 
Rapid Readlon Corps. / 

We come fromm Warld Wars, Korsa. 
, m, Cyprus, Ulster, 

Them ""% andallttns8alWof 

looks after Me limbless 
fmm an the services It helps kl 
~yercome the shock of losing arms. 
w@araneye And,forthesRlerely 
handeapped. it ptwides Resldentid 
HMllaswhere they can live in peace 
ami h , h r  h _.___...I. 

HS me dmbiea by helping 
BLES k A  wth a oonaWn now or a 
lepacj in me  DID We pmmw you 
that not one penlry will be wasted 

by a recent, young 
doubleamputee I 

Grve to those ,vho we-please I 
mmtmsa~dmmam rhecltauiin NafmalA&.mlCwnrniUee 

ELESM/I Mlflandi!dnkPLC. M) ~srsmlfhhefd LonWnEClA wx 

BLESMA 
BRITISH LIMBLESS 

EX-SERVICE MEN'S ASSOCIATION 

Medics on 
Pcjncess visits the march 

in Ipswich 
THEY BOTH HAVE THE P O 1 7  TO EXCITE WDICAL SPtT fmm 257 

(Southan) Q m u d  Hospioi 
RAMCOlIlWhCdthmugh 
Ipswich on oemkr 18 m 
UCICiSCthePrradamgpnted 
to the unit earlier this yeSt. 

The perode, mmmandcd by 
Maj Tony Windsor ,  
RAMCO, was fed by the 
AmyNledifllsavnesBand 
(TA) and inspected by the 
*or of I&. Guests 
incllukd thc surgeca Gad,  
Lt Gen SIr Pccer BepLe. 

Under Options for Change 
the unit's Ipwsicb detachmat 
is schedukd m close in April. 

UWIIIPDOYsMazdaCanr, FFIEEPOSTND 1507.TaxFreeSales. 
DPTW 77 Mount Ephnrim, Tunbndge Wells, Kent lN4 885 
Tekpi~me 0892 511877 
s0hqwll-d dr*r*W.D. MAzm 
-EELKExpntW,  BoschJlrasga15,4900Herfwd-l)lebrock 
Teleohone 05221 39m . ~ 

B E L k  Pml Autos, Chaussee de Ennelles 189A. 7458 Maisiires. 
Telephone: 06572 8836. 

CGS sees Welsh Gunners at work 2%: atz2h2 
I 

E n  No HOMETEL- I 
I C w m  -tax free ! 



REUNIONS SEVEN WE,THE 
LIMBLESS 
LOOKTO YOU 
FOR HELP 

New Draaoons flex their 1 DAYS A I 

muscles 
Challenger meln battle tanks 
of B Squadron, The Royal 
Dragmn Guards advance 
acrodls Soltau training araa In 
Germany. 

In all, 50 Challengers were 
put thmugh their psuas in the 
new regiment's first exerclse 
since fi formed In the summer 
trom the amaigamatlon of the 
4th/7th Royal Dragoon 
Gusrds and the 5th R 
lnnlskllling Guards. 

Stattoned In Barker 
. _" . racks, Paderborn, under the 

command of Lt Col Johnny 
Torrens-Spence, the regiment 
will provide armour for the 
Allied Command Europe 
Rapid Readlon Corps. / 

We come fromm Warld Wars, Korsa. 
, m, Cyprus, Ulster, 

Them ""% andallttns8alWof 

looks after Me limbless 
fmm an the services It helps kl 
~yercome the shock of losing arms. 
w@araneye And,forthesRlerely 
handeapped. it ptwides Resldentid 
HMllaswhere they can live in peace 
ami h , h r  h _.___...I. 

HS me dmbiea by helping 
BLES k A  wth a oonaWn now or a 
lepacj in me  DID We pmmw you 
that not one penlry will be wasted 

by a recent, young 
doubleamputee I 

Grve to those ,vho we-please I 
mmtmsa~dmmam rhecltauiin NafmalA&.mlCwnrniUee 

ELESM/I Mlflandi!dnkPLC. M) ~srsmlfhhefd LonWnEClA wx 

BLESMA 
BRITISH LIMBLESS 

EX-SERVICE MEN'S ASSOCIATION 

Medics on 
Pcjncess visits the march 

in Ipswich 
THEY BOTH HAVE THE P O 1 7  TO EXCITE WDICAL SPtT fmm 257 

(Southan) Q m u d  Hospioi 
RAMCOlIlWhCdthmugh 
Ipswich on oemkr 18 m 
UCICiSCthePrradamgpnted 
to the unit earlier this yeSt. 

The perode, mmmandcd by 
Maj Tony Windsor ,  
RAMCO, was fed by the 
AmyNledifllsavnesBand 
(TA) and inspected by the 
*or of I&. Guests 
incllukd thc surgeca Gad,  
Lt Gen SIr Pccer BepLe. 

Under Options for Change 
the unit's Ipwsicb detachmat 
is schedukd m close in April. 

UWIIIPDOYsMazdaCanr, FFIEEPOSTND 1507.TaxFreeSales. 
DPTW 77 Mount Ephnrim, Tunbndge Wells, Kent lN4 885 
Tekpi~me 0892 511877 
s0hqwll-d dr*r*W.D. MAzm 
-EELKExpntW,  BoschJlrasga15,4900Herfwd-l)lebrock 
Teleohone 05221 39m . ~ 

B E L k  Pml Autos, Chaussee de Ennelles 189A. 7458 Maisiires. 
Telephone: 06572 8836. 

CGS sees Welsh Gunners at work 2%: atz2h2 
I 

E n  No HOMETEL- I 
I C w m  -tax free ! 



SAE or Int. Postal coupon for 
list to Miss J D Nicholls, Mail 

Order dept. 'H Du Bora', 
38 Station Road, Aldershot, 

Hants Gull 1 HT. 
UK phone 0252 22668. 

Fax: 0252 319963 m t  



SAE or Int. Postal coupon for 
list to Miss J D Nicholls, Mail 

Order dept. 'H Du Bora', 
38 Station Road, Aldershot, 

Hants Gull 1 HT. 
UK phone 0252 22668. 

Fax: 0252 319963 m t  



QI 

: IN CHARGE Chip off the old I I I 
k t  Lt Col RIChard Jackson, 
ne% mmmanding officer of The 

0 BB (Northumberland) Banalion, 
The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. 
Fomerly with The M s  
Regimen!, he left pegW 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Vhen the first mainframe computer was introduced to Worthy 
lown in 1960, recaiis Lt Col Bill Mlnns, a veteran with over 
3 years' Army service, its processor consisted of thousand 
f old-fashioned flashing vaives - and it filled a large room 
Until his recent retirement as senior systems analyst for pa 

nd pensions at the Adjutant General information Centre 5 
ilorthy Down, he had been using a desk top person? 
ornputer 25 times more powerful . . . 
So it was "out with the old, In with the new" when Bi 

sealed. right) handed over a pan of the logic unit salvage, 
orn the original IBM 705 computer in exchange for i 

iodern-day microchip, held by Cpl Paul Jepson. Standin! 
re AGiC staff Mrs Alex Ward, Miss Michaela Hamllton 
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hnce 01 Waless Own 
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sy GOC Eastern D str~ct. Ma, 
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18t Bettallon, The Cheahln 
R.gllVIOnt 
(CO Lt Col Bob Stewart, piotured) 
Includes 100 men from 2nd Battalion, 
The Royal Irish Regiment. 

B Sqn, Sth/lZth Royal Lancers 
(OC -Wi Alan Abrahaml . . .. _, .. __ .. 
(CO Lf Col John F k m  

~ --.: i . ,  , .,,. , ,.; 

I Other UNPROFOR 2 
ional forces in Bosnia 

elements of RMP, 2 POSW anrlcawi4f 
Regiment, MOC-&I and REME 
wwkshop based on 3 Field Workshop. I 



Right - Unsuspsctlng members 
ol E Coy head Into ambush 

Below - Rtn Tony Dohan 

:,.. . . . . . .  . . . .  : . . . . . .  ;y ‘f.9 :.,,-.:‘j.:~, ....... 

I 
Above- Rfn Paul Willlams 

La - “Casualtv” Rfn Davld 
Swan (C COY) is carried to 
safety at the flrat aid stand 
by members ol A Coy. An 
Auatnilan from 4 RGJ’s 
aWill.ted Sydney Universlty 
Reglment, ha said he had 
been impraued by the 
Erltlrh Army’s common- 
sanae approach to field 
firing - but not wbh the 
weather ... 

” .. I :I:? .:.. .... p*: i t -. 
.... .... 

4 RGJ’s annual camp at Sennybridge leaves the ‘locals’. .. 

THE UBIQUITOUS sheep 
which are a feature of the bleak, 
cheerless and remote area in the 
shadow of the Brecon Beacons 
have long since become 
indifferent to the noisy goings- 
on which frequently disturb 
their peace. 

Huge trucks and Land 
Rovers send them scampering 
and, at times, the day is rent 
with explosions, intermingled 
with the unmistakable rat-tat- 
tat of live ammunition being 
fued. 

For on their doorstep, as it 
were, is the Army’s sprawling 
Sennybridge training area, 
some of whose latest inhabi- 
tants - of the two-legged variety 
-were members of the 4th Bat- 
talion, The Royal Green Jackets. 

Soan to be affiliated to the 
24th Ainnobile Brigade as one 
of only eight Territorial Army 
banalions invited to participate 
(in a non-operational security 
role) with the new Allied 
Command Europe Rapid Re- 
action Corps, the Greenjackets 
were nearing the end of their 
fortnight’s annual camp when 
SOLDIER paid a visit. 

A sense of keen rivalry was in 
the air, since that particular day 
marked the much-coveted 
platoon trophy exercise, involv- 
ing everything from live f ~ n g  
attacks to first aid and NBC 
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rraining and vehicle fault- 
Gnding. 

It was 6 Platoon, B Com- 
pany, on their way up the hill 
to the live fuing area, who re- 
ceived the first nasty shock. 

As their truck passed a small 
concrete bun- 
ker on their 
left, a radio 
signal was pas- 
sed to one of 
two men from 
A Coy’s Assault 
Pioneer Section 
concealed in- 
side. 
His coueagu 

pressed th-  
button on his 
box of tricks 
and in an in- 
stant the men 

at the same time using rapid 
fire. 

A higher position having 
been safely attained, a message 
via the radio operator went 
something along the lines of 
“F’repare to re-org, prepare to 

re-org. Re-org 1 now. Over;’ 
followed by 
“They’re on 
the way, sir.” 

Several plat- 
oon members, 
ritles at the 
ready, bunched 
together along 
a ridge, were 
none-too-polit- 
ely advised that 
unless they 
spread out they 
were likely to 

the end of the day. I wouldn’t 
be here otherwise,” he said. 

His colleague, Rfn Tony 
Dohan, a north London police- 
man who enlisted for the bat- 
talion one evening “on a 
whim”, agreed. 

The only bugbear was the 
weather, he said. It was freez- 
ing and very wet. But that was 
more than compensated for by 
the live ranges, in his opinion 
the highlight of the exercise. 

“Your legs are like jelly 
afterwards and the adrenalin is 
racing, because it is not blanks 
you are using. You are not just 
trying to hit the target, you are 
trying not to kill somebody!” 

Recruits such as Paul and 
Tony are essential, said Capt 
Charles Macdowell, 2iC A Coy, 
a former Royal Hampshire now 
w o r k  for a Greenwich-based 
public relations agency. 

“The companies are estab- 
lished for around 100 persons 
in each, but average about 70. 
There has k e n  a ‘sea change’, 
and the days when we could 
just expect people to walk in 
the door have gone. 

“Our HQ company has a 
ritle platoon, and contains a fair 
proportion of office workers 
from stores such as John h i s  
and so on. The Fulham 
company is a lot more down- 
to-earth. 

“They have covered every- 
thing, from adventure uaining 
to field f e .  The adventure 
training breaks Londoners in to 
the Brecon weather, the field 
firing - which builds up over 
five days from individual to 
platoon level - has gone 
superbly.” 

The impressive thing about 
the Territorials was their 
enthusiasm and the speed with 
which they learned things, said 
Col Luard. 

“Members of 4 RGJ lead a 
very full life, they are a very 
special battalion, one of only 
three infantry battalions in 
London. 

“I am sure that, in the early 
hours of this morning, when 
they were out in the open in the 
pitch dark and the torrential 
rain, many of them were 
wondering what they were 
doing here. 

“That is the main difference 
between Regulars and Territo- 
rials: I only volunteered once, 
they volunteer time and again. I 
admire them.” 

0 In a fairly close-run f ~ s h ,  
6 Platoon B Coy eventually 
came out winners of the 
Lowenbrau platoon competi- 
tion. 

close quarters bayonet (or, in 
Greenjacke ts  par lance ,  
“sword”) attacks. 

These were horrific to be- 
hold NBC suits ffled with 
animal entrails . . .  

A whistle and the command 
“Stop! Apply safe” brought a 
halt to the live-fuing element of 
the platoon’s exercise. Time for 
a de-briefing, before carrying 
on for a smt of erenade 

“There are no officer cadets: 
recruits go in as ritlemen for 
two years, so they know what it 
is like to be at the bottom of 
the pile.” 

It was all part of the Green- 
jacket tradition of being “the 
thinking riflemen”. 

The boys from the Assault 
Pioneer Section, called in to 
assist with the exercise, had 
been busy once again - demon- 
strating, with great relish, how 
to prepare tripwires and a few 
other surprises for any green, 
unsuspecting squaddie. A “girlie” 

magazine in an 
a b a n d o n e d  
backpack was 
part of the bait. 

A little fur- 
ther aiield, the 
men from A 
Coy h a d  
reached the 
next stage of 
the comoetition 

stand, where 
suitably real- 
istic, blood- 

Lt Col Peter Luard c u r d l i n g  

“If the dis- 

time ringing up 
training areas and beggbg heli- 
copters;’ he joked. “There are 
excellent facilities here, and I 
think, as operations in Ger- 
many gradually run down, 
Sennybridge is going to become 
more and more important, with 
more UK battalions using it.” 

Down the road, meanwhile, 
members of C Coy were dis- 
covering the fmer points of 
setting up - and avoiding - 
booby traps in and around a 
nearby building. 

dpline is self- 
discipline, all 
the better,” 
C a p t  Mac-  
dowell said. 

T h e  man 
with the re- 
sponsibility for 
organising the 
fortnight’s act- 
iv i t ies  was 
Training Major 
Dand Day. 

“I spend 
most of my 

I 

stalking. 
The battalion. which has its 

HQ in Mayfak, draws its 
members from central London, 
the City, Fulham, Mile End 
Road and West Ham, explained 
B Coy‘s Sgt Mike Nunez. Its 
rhree rifle companies each 
contain three platoons. 

“This camp is very useful for 
improving our overall team- 
work,” he said. “On a weekend 
exercise lasting less than 36 
hours, there is just not enough 
time to get full benefit.” 

Thoroughly enjoying himself 
in the Welsh hills was Rfn Paul 
Williams of HQ, fresh from the 
depot in July. 
An engineering student, he 

was attached to A Coy’s rifle 
platoon for the duration of the 
camp. 

“It’s enlightening, totally 
different, there is always some- 
thing to learn, it betters you as 
a person and it is great fun at 

1 
, 1 - the f;st aid 

in the truck 
found themselves the “victims” 
of a pyrotechnic ambush. 

As members of the platoon 
dived out, they were greeted by 
shots fued over the top of the 
vehicle. 

Platoon commander Lt Peter 
Corbin had to make some 
instant decisions, since his men 
were in open, vulnerable ter- 
ritory. 

He opted for sweeping a way 
through to the enemy position, 
by way of a track near an 
abandoned building to the left, 

be, in classic 
rhyming slang, “brown bread”. 
Then the main body of the 
platoon was ordered to attack, 
protected by covering fm. 

In the hectic period which 
followed, electronically- 
o p t e d  targets in the shape of 
enemy soldiers would pop up 
unexpectedly to be met by in- 
stant salvoes fued by alert 
platoon members. 

And just to remind them of 
what could happen, they would 
stumble across horrifically 
mangled “bodies” - victims of 

screams emanating from a tent 
indicated where at least one 
casualty lay. 

Watching events at the first 
aid stand was Lt Col Peter 
Luard, commanding officer of 
the 4th Battalion, squash 
enthusiast and a Regular since 
1968. 

“These two days of platoon 
competition are very much the 
finale of a strenuous two weeks 
for everyone involved,” he 
said. 

Words: Phi1 Wllcox 
Pictures Mike Weston 
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n e e unving a 
Peugeot diesel is 

like opening 
a long term 

e . savings account. 

You get peace of mind and interest every day. 

i 

‘Presentation team puts 
strong case for the Army 
THIRTY years after the end of National 
Service, and nearly 50 since the end of 
the last global war, many civilians know 
little or nothing about the British Army. 

The important job of explaining to 
civilian audiences the role of their army - 
its organisation and its training, how it  
spends its slice of the defence budget, 
and its value to the nation - rests with a 
small team based at the Staff College, 
Camberley. 

The Army Presentation Team was 
formed t u  explain these issues to the 
British public - “to improve public 
awareness and understanding” - a task 
which it fulfils by making a series of 
presentations throughout the country. 

Col David Radcliffe, Commander 
Artillery with 4th Armoured Brigade in 
the Gulf, heads the tram of five Service 
personnel, each selected as ambassadors 
for the Army and posted in for a year. 

Present incumbents are Capt Shaun 
Burley and Capt Fiona Grundy, both 
formerly instructors at the Ruyal Military 
College, Sandhurst, WO2 Dennis Wills 
of The Devonshire and Dorset 
Regiment, and Bdr Eddy Hern from the 
2nd Field Regiment RA. 

A major problem for the APT is 
targeting the right people. For security 
reasons each member of every audience 
has to he individually invited. 
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A soearhead - -  - 
-I- - -  

for the ARRC 
THE ACE Mobile Force helicopter, combat support 
:Land) SIU has a role to play and administrative units from 
following the creation of the Belgium, Canada, Germany, 
Allied Command Europe Luxembourg, the *--‘-~ 
Ranid Reaction Netherlands, 

the United 
Kingdom and 
the United 
States. 

Most units 
are based in 
the i r  own 
countries and 
deploy to join 
the force for 
exercises and 
ope ra t ions ,  
but a per- 
manent head- 
quarters at 
Heidelberg, 
Germany is 
staffed bv 

cow ( A N W ,  
accordmg to its 
:ommander ,  
Maj Gen Jozef 
Schoups. 

:hanging very 
fast,” he said. 
We have the 
:oncept for 
immediate re- 
action, so our 
force is des- 
rined to become 
the ARRC‘s 
l a n d - b a s e d  
Immediate Re- 
action Force. 

“There will be no reason to 
:hange our name because we 
will continue to be a brigade- 
Eized force deployable ACE- 
wide from Norway in the 
north to Turkey in the south. 

AMF (L) comprises in- 
fantry, artillery, armoured 
reconnaissance, engineers, 

“Things are 

heedquartem fly the flag after dropping In on the 
equlpment dlrplay at Corlu I 

I 
The crew of a 155mm gun of the Turkish Army’s In 
Artillery Battalion p n p u r  to open fin Assisted by en Itellan Army nurse, Cpl Bruce Gatland was one of 

many AMF MldlerS who donated blood for IOU1 hospitals 

EXPRESS or three. Two of the lightly- 
armoured vehicles can be 
carried in CH53 helicopters. 

AMF(L)’s primary role is to 
dissuade potential aggressors 
that an attack or attempt to 
annex any part of Nato territory 
would be resisted by all 
members of the Alliance. 

High-profde deterrent “dis- 
plays” show both the potential 
aggressor and the host nation 
that Nato intends to defend its 
entire frontier with vigour. 

Once the Nato defence 
planning council decides to 
deploy AMF(L) in response to 
a formal request from the 
threatened region, the force 
would be airlifted into action. 
On arrival, it performs a 
number of deterrent routines, 
including multinational para- 
des, displays of fighting 
vehicles and weapons and a 
visible build-up of troops. 

Showing the flag involves the 
force in high-profile patrolling 

From Page 25 
from the Netherlands is set to 
join AMF by 1995, and 
Portugal and Spain have 
declared an interest. Turkey 
and Greece will be part of the 
force by 1995,” said Col Coats. 

Not all batteries deploy to all 
contingency areas, but in any 
event there would never be less 
than four. In Thrace, lO5mm 
gun batteries from Italy, 
Germany, Belgium, America 
and the UK, supported by 
infantry mortar fire and towed 
155mm guns from the Turkish 
Army’s 1st Artillery Battalion, 
put on an impressive tirepower 
demonstration for senior com- 
manders and observers. 

A forward observation officer 
party from 5 Gibraltar (1779- 
82) Field Battery RA abseiled 
into position from an RAF 
Puma helicopter hovering 200ft 
above the ground. 

Soldiers of 5 Battery have the 
honour of wearing a Cmix de 
Guerre medal ribbon under the 
cap badge on their berets. 
Equipped with the 105mm 
light gun towed by Land 
Rover, the battery is part of 94 
Locating Regiment. 

The demonstration ended 
with concentrated fue on a 
single target by 36 guns and 11 
mortars. 

A sigmicant addition to the 
ACE Mobile Force’s combat 
capability has k e n  the German 
Army’s Wiesel tracked combat 
vehicle. It is fast - capable of 
6Okph across country - and 
armed with TOW missiles or 
20mm cannon. 

Wiesel carries a crew of two 
26 
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offices and NCOs from CO;- 
tributing countries. 

“When Nato faced the 
Warsaw Pact, force was the 
deterrent,” said Gen Schoups. 
“Now, solidarity is the 
important factor and the ACE 
Mobile Force demonstrates it 
on a multinational level.” 

throughout the deployment 
area. Vehicle commanders 
literally fly their flags, chwsing 
routes that give maximum 
visibility and taking every 
opportunity to stop and talk to 
the local population. 

AMF(L) includes four con- 
script armies, so joint man- 
oeuvres are particularly impor- 
tant. Training is epitomised on 

each deployment by a military 
skills competition. 

Should the worst happen, 
AMF(L) can expect to fight 
alongside the host nation, so 
cross-training is done with local 
forces. 

The formation is most 
concerned with Nato’s flanks. 
Rapid deployment is Seen as a 
key factor in the success of the 
force and is a major considera- 
tion in the initial planning of 
any exercise or operation. 

Supreme Headquarters 
Allied Powers Europe 
(SHAPE) at Mons, Belgium is 
responsible for planning and 
co-ordinating the airlift. It 
organises the air flow program- 
me so that units arrive in the 
tactical order required by the 
commander. 

The Movement Control 
Centre (MCC) for Alley 
Express was manned by 50 MC 
Squadron RCT, normally 
based at South Cerney as part 
of 29 Transport and Movement 
Regiment RCT. 

Senior movement controller 
was WO2 Jim Chalmers, whose 
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f Uove - A Royal Alr Form Puma 
iellcopbr provlded an airborne platform 
ur Unlted stms troops who abaelled 
klOfl to the ground durlng an equipment 
llsplay at Corlu 
sfi - me strain shows on the faces of 
hose Loglstic Supporl Battallon roldbm 
U they race for the Ilna at the flnlsh of 
he Challenge Cup. me Brltleh 
mtlngent trodttbnally does we4 In thls 
nllItety akllls comptttion, and the 
-0ggIw put In the fastwt time of any 
support troop team 

The German 263 Airborne Battallon 1s equlpped with Wlesel. Thls 
verslon of the alrportable armoured vehicle has a 20mm cannon 
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To survive these days a car has to 

be in great shape 
Enter, the new Escort 
A new shape and a more sporting 

stance, promising a new. more powerful 
performance 

And under the bonnet, the promise 
is fulfilled by Ford's new generation of 

multivalve engines. Both 1.6 and 1.8 

models have been specially developed 
to deliver high torque at low revs. 

So, should the need arise, you always 
have power in reserve. 

The driver's performance too is 
effortless. All 16 valve models now have 
power steering as standard. 

We've also uprated the suspension 
to make it smoother and more agile. and 
to make the handling more responsive. 

And we've built in more safety 
features like side impact bars and re- 
inforced structures to help minimize 
the effect of angled impacts. 

The new Escort is evidently a top 

performer, Andit's ready and waitingfor 
you to give it a workout. 

For more information on this and 

the other exciting models in the range, 
contact your Ford UK dealer. Naafi, Nato- 
cars: or call the g x  Free Sales office 
on 0277 261428 (dialling code from 
Germany: 00 44 277). 

The new 
16v Escorts. New body shape. 

New 1.6and 1.8 16valrreengines. 
0 Side impact barn. 

Power steering. 
Sportier suspension. 

Tax Free Sales. 
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AMF(L) ON EXERCISE ALLtY t A r K t &  

Gun (.am. from 5 Glbnl(ar (1779-8’2) Fidd 
Bmery RA damonstrata the enormous flnporm 
apabillty of th. Britlah Anny‘r 105mm ilgM gun 

/-- 

Above - Italian gunners check fin while s m a n  CH53 
hellcoptar, carrying two Wiwnl trackad comb.( vehlcIu, 
p n p m  to land 
Rlght - A minnnt pmvldaa a backdrop for commander and 
gunner of thla Sclmltu mcca vehicle of the Force 
mconnalaannm unH provided by Wglum’s oldesl cavalry 
mgimcml. the I a l  Regiment ‘Jagan to Paard” 
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role was to collate details of 
actual numbers of troops and 
equipment in theatre, and their 
movement. The force move- 
ments officer was Maj Phil 
Alberry. 

Three movement detacb- 
ments were involved in Alley 
Express - the MCC; an air 
transport liaison office provid- 
ing flight reception at Corlu air 
base; and a port handling 
section at Tekirdag to organise 
the unloading of vehicles. 

The United Kingdom pro- 
vides a Logistic Support 
Battalion which supplies ’ ser- 
vices such as rations, ground 
and aviation fuels and clothing 
to the whole force. 

Its headquarters company 
administers and secures a 
logistic base. 

Supply Company lwks after 
Nato stores items ranging from 
a single screw to a complete 
vehicle and minefield barriers. 
Under operational conditions, 
the RAOC-Expeditionary 
Force Institute provides Naafi 
canteen facilities. 

The company has its own 
RAOC butchers and the last 
field bakery in the British 
Army. Capable of producing 
2,500 loaves a day, it was 
deployed to both the Falklands 
and Gulf wars. 

A maintenance company 
provides a main repair group 
with workshop facilities, while 
a forward repair unit operates 
close to the front line. 

Within the Logistic Support 
Battalion, the multinational 
nature of the force is 
highlighted. Policemen, 

antenna, while Sgt Inn McCulcheon sorts out a guy rope 

mechanics, drivers, storemen, 
cooks and petroleum and 
ammunition experts from many 
nations work together to meet 
the large demands placed on 
them by the units, surmounting 
problems with remarkable 
Skill. 

Host-nation support, such as 
transport and the provision of 
general and engineer stores and 
labour, considerably speeds up 
force deployment. 

Capt John Nwnan RCT 
commanded the British-Host 
Nation Transport Control 
(BHNTC) which provided the 
link between AMF(L) and 

Turkish transport. He was 
assisted by SSgt Jimmy Hicks 
and Sgt Steve Ogden. 

LCpl Spider Davidson and 
Dvr L ~ M Y  Lenton worked as 
depatched riders for BHNTC, 
guiding passengers, baggage 
vehicles and coaches between 
the airhead and holding areas. 

The Force Helicopter Unit 
(FHU) was made up from a 
German unit and a detachment 
of Pumas from 33 Squadron, 
Royal Air Force, RAF Odi- 
ham. Its tasks included medical 
evacuation, moving artillery, 
re-supply, troop movement and 
liaison sorties. 

The FHU was supported by 
an RAF Tactical Supply Wing 
and the British Army’s 244 
Signal Squadron (Air Support) 
- the famous “Red Hand Gang” 
- who had to remove their 
distinctive tactical sign after 
being absorbed into Colerne- 
based 21 Signal Regiment and 
retitled 4 Squadron. 

Force communications was 
provided by Bulford-based 249 
Signal Squadron which forms 
part of the multinational 
headquarters committed to 
both northern and southern 
:ontingency areas. 

The force military police 
headquarters was found from 
the British RMP. On deploy. 
ment, it is joined by a force 
provost marshal, an RMP 
major from AMF(L) headquar- 
ters at Heidelberg. 

The UK element was 

provided by 158 Provost 
Company RMP from Bulford 
and consisted of the unit HQ, 
officer commanding, company 
sergeant major and a platwn of 
17 NCOs. In Turkey, it was 
supplemented by United States 
MPs, Belgian gendarmes, Ger- 
man feldjager, Italian carahi- 
nieri and Turkish ask. 

In addition to signposting 
routes, the military police are 
also responsible for discipline, 
directing convoys and investig- 
ating offences and traffic acci- 
dents involving Nato troops. 

Tact, commonsense and 
firmness can be fully tested 
when dealing with troops and 
nations whose military and 
legal systems are different and 
whose ability to speak English 
is often limited. 

The exercise culminated in a 
series of attacks and counter- 
attacks. Turkish infantry sol- 
diers, acting as enemy, landed 
at dawn from helicopters in an 
attempt to take out the 
AMF(L) headquarters. 

A force of United States 
Marines drawn from a naval 
exercise, Display Determina- 
tion in the Aegean Sea, 
countered with a heliborne 
landing of their own and 
overran the Grey positions. The 
Marines won their battle just in 
time, because, shortly after- 
wards, the whole area was 
swept by dust storms that 
reduced visibility to a 
minimum. 
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Queen Victoria School, Dunblane. opened its doors in 1906 to the 
sons of Soottish Servicemen. Writer Gordon Skllllng 
and photographer Mlke Perring dis- 
covered that confidence among 
the new Victorians is high 

What is remarkable is the 
sood academic standard that 
the boys achieve in an 
establishment which selects not 
on scholastic potential or ability 
to pay fees, but on need. 

Queen Victoria School for 
the sons of Scottish sailors, 
soldiers and airmen (QVS) was 
founded in 1906 as a national 
memorial to Queen Victoria 
and the Scotsmen killed in the 
South African War. The 
Scottish educational system was 
to be followed, the heritage and 
traditions of their fathers’ 
country and service protected. 

It was a time when there was 
great respect for the sacrifices 
required of Service families and 
a conscious recognition of a 
debt owing. 

The alauistic outlook of 
those who h d e d  it by public 

cent of me scnoors tune is 
dmted to uniformed events 
such as ceremonial parades. 
The boys may not join the CCF 
until they are 13, and subjects 
with a military bent are not 
forced on them, although boys 
in their first two years lean 
piping, ‘ g or Highland 
dancing as part of the 
CUIIiClllUlll. 

Like other boarding schools, 
it ensures continuity while 
parents are serving in Merent 
locations; the disturbance 
record of one newcomer was 11 
Merent schools by the age of 
nine-and-a-half. Parents sep 
arate more often today and 
fathers s t i l l  die on active 
service, though the 60 per cent 
of the boys with fathers, 
brothers or 

“Rei spend weeks 
prepari - parades but these 
boys have only had eight 
rehearsals, and it stil l  turns out 
OK,” he said. 

Teachers used to be provided 
by the RAEC, but the military 
emphasis has changed even if 
the traditional Scottish 
approach to education has not. 
The only other uniformed 
members of staff are Pipe 
Major AUan Dippie, late of the 
Black Watch, and School 
Sergeant Major Duggie Duthie, 
=-Scots Guards. Col Tapp 
feels it is quite proper for the 
military to defer to the 
academic. 

As a boarding school catering 
for the sons of Scottish 
Servicemen and women, or 
those who have served with 
Scottish units, it is not 
s m r i s i n ~  that 40-60 LXI cent 

Victorians whose ideals they 
exunplify. 

In their scarlet tunics and 
kilts, and proudly bearing their 
fathers’ capbadges on their 
sporrans, their parades recall 
scenes from an imperial past. 

In deference to young boys 
on a long prize-giving parade 
the unusual command of 
“Victorians, Sit!” is given by 
the bursar, Col Alan Tapp, 
formerly Commander Trans- 
port and Movement (Scotland). 

Ex-Gordons and Royal Scots 
Dragoon Guards Drum Major 
Ben Tomkins, who led the 
Scottish Division’s “Big Blaw” 
on Horseguards Parade in 
1990, was proud of the lads as 
he watched them march on 
their own Queen’s Coloun for 
“Grand Day”. 

subscription continues. An 
Australian recently returned 
and in appreciation of his 
education there instituted an 
Outward Bound activities fund 
for those whose parents could 
not afford it. 

QVS‘s constitution does not 
permit fees to be charged 
(unlike the Duke of York’s 
School in Dover) and when the 
Ministry of Defence took over, 
canny lawyers arranged for this 
to continue, said Col Tapp. 
Under executive agency status 
gmnted in April, the school 
manages its own fmancial 
affairs within the Adjutant 
General‘s budget. 

The school’s ethic of provid- 
ing education and opportunity 
for those who would not 
otherwise be able to take 
advantage of it also continues. 

origmlly, food, clothing, 
bedding and comfort were the 
great benefits for sons of 
soldiers who had been killed, 
maimed or had fallen on bad 
times. Boys were taught to be 
cobblers, tailors or bandsmen, 
so that they would have a trade 
before joining, probably, the 
b y .  

Only a very few intelligent 
boys received more than basic 
education. 

In those days officers’ 
families tended to have inde- 
pendent means, and their sons 
are still not eligible unless a 
parent has served four years in 
the ranks. The ConStiNtion is 
being changed to accept girls. 

Ready for tha blg day a n  Col 
Alan Tapp, Andrew Denholm, 
Andrew Mllne, Crab Robmts, 
Andraw Pais ley  and 
headmartar Jullan Hankinson 

They wil l  have been given a 
flying start. Mr Hankmson 
remarked on the number of 
times employua or recruiters 
have ronnmnted on scholars’ 
bearing. Co&cnce on the hills 
is retkted in mn6bce in 
theInselves. 
This is instilled not only by 

rrpdinsthe lcspron in chapel on 
their birthday. A wide range of 
&cIipiticE, outdoor pursuits, 
c h d  and orchestral dlsci- 
plitpes furthv the cause. 

Throughout the school year 
the boys learn respect for 
o h ,  some visiting old 
people’s homes every we&, 
others helping hpndicnppd 
adults or *. 

They have also made their 
mnrkmawida  stripe, acting as 
ushera for myd oassions. The 
Pipes and DNms have played 
at every home q b y  imema- 
tional at Murrryficld since 1925 
and both they nnd the dancers 
an fquently seen at mttoos 
and displays throughout the 
COUntIy. 

Victorians do “OK” on their 
parades. They also often excel 
in life. “The staff are somewhat 
humbled by what the boys 
acheve,” said Mr Hankinson, 
adding with a grin, “somerimes 
despite our opuuon of them 
while they were here!” 

83 

- 
uncles in the 

A 
Gulf were re- 
lieved not to 
suffer loss. 

. I  
join the Ser- 
vices but less 
than five per 

t I 

. 

ila make8 final ad)urtmenle. 

QVS enrols 270 ten to son knows of no former pupil 
18-year-olds and offers a range who is unemployed. They join 
of subjects which would do the Services, either as appren- 
credit to a school three times its tices or adults, or carry on to 
Size. further education and universi- 

Headmaster Julian Hankin- ty before entering employment. Fu 
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Where survival training lor thousands 01 Service 
personnel i s  now needed most. 

I OwenYs lucky r 
break I 
Gulf veIeran Owen and 
his wife Karen struck it 
lucky when he took 
voluntary redundancy on 
learnlng of the reorga- 
nlsation ot his regiment 
at Fallingbostel. 

After 15 ymrs In the 
Amy they returned 10 
Norfolk, to find that tha 
only accommodatlon the 
I O C ~  authorlty could 
offer was bed and break- 
fast. 

That's when they had 
their lucky break. South 
Norfolk Dlstrtct CoUncll 
put them In touch wlth 
Nomlch-based Broad- 
land Houslng Assoc- 
latlon and they were 
nomlnated for a three. 
bedroom home. 

Owen and Karen are 
plctured movlng In wHh 
help irom Bmedland 
ch# executive Peter 
Robinson (centre), a 
retired lieutenant colonel. 
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1 BIRD'S EYE=VIE 
Founded 1880 London SE3 OTF 

(close-to A2, AI'02M. excellent publi transport) 

SeniorSchool 11 - 1 8 y e a r ~  
Junior Department 4 - 10 years 

Yqlw chctgkr's edlBCatbl is imp&ant! 

If you are looking for an inde& 
schoofbr your,&ughter which. 
r n w f e e s .  flexibility, traditional.&idd~ 

best of mcdemedtioatiional. 
ly, welcoming atmosphere, 

and outstanding examination 

,blackheath High'sEhoot. 

~ M ; t r s h i p . a y ~ l e  at I I+ and for Sixth Firm. 
To mew ruder inkmation, to m n $ e a  visit W 
chc s c h d  of an itppinunent ,with the Hdmistrcsti. 
MBS R K Musgnve, please telephone Mrs M Culds, 

Admissions Secretary on @8&8@ 1537. 

support 
I /I was a 

HOS BULDUK 

3if e-saver 
"%IE ROYAL National Life- 

boat Institution is most rnteful 
tothemenandwomenofthe 
British Armed Fotces who 
raixd n d y  €23,000 in 
SUpFmrt of the W e k t  secvice 
over the past year. 

It would be very much 
appreciated if the M t i o n ' s  
gincere thanks a d d  be 

nvcyed to them all. 
It is of pr ime imp~~~~ce  that 

OUT friends all over the world 
continue, during thw dimcult 
fiapndnl times, to give as 
gemmusly as possibk to the 
RNLI, which is funded entirely 
by voluntary mnuibutions and 
Icgades. 

During 1991 lifeboats were 
called out 4,935 times in all 
weathm,savingatotalof 1,308 
lives. - Lleut-Cdr Bripn Miks 
RNR, Director RNLI, Pook, 
Daaet. Untying 

a knotty 
problem 

As effective Solution 
9% .on the 
-.double d 

ianyr in! SPOILTFORA 1 
HE'S RIGHT, he did make 
himself unpopular. I direct my 
comment to the "Ex-Regular" 
from Belfast, whose letter 
(October 19) stated: "It is 
patent nonsense to put them 
into jobs at the sharp end" - 
"them" As a mesning woman females. who has 

expuienced service "at the 
sharp end" and has handled it 
as diciently as my d e  
counterparts, let me state that if 

a woman can achieve and 
maintain certain standards 
rnuir-4 for a particular job, 
thensheshouldbealloaredto 
do it. 

We don't all want to be 
infawry soldlra, COnibRt en- 
gineemandsoon,andnotallof 
-could he, bat it is wrong to 
generalise. 

Wake up, Ex-Rcgular, thisis 
1992 -and a t e p h b g  a malc 
ch8uvitlist. - Regdar, Belize. 

I DID a y  National Service in 
the Royal Signals in 1949-50. 
Can anyone answa these 
questions? 

When offduty we were 
allowed to wear a tie and 
gm-ILedr with our khald 
W e  drego - hut not on 
parade. I believe that mbsc 
quendy cies and opn necks 
b e c p M ~ ~ d r e s s a t a l l  
times. cpn anyone tdl me 
When? 

IneitherthesprinBathe 
summa of 1949% wzte 
uansportcd hm & to 
London to work as dasIrbs in 
view of the dock strike then m 
pmgrrss. our lot wm a- 

the Gluuds even pliw tbs 

dolled Iparricolnryirm+mkrthpt in Rri&et. 

buttons on thdr denkns. 

interwadon by the 

39 

IN ANSWER to R A 
Hamilton's letter (November 
2), the Adjutant General's 
.office said the AG Corps could 

1 b not be given the prefii Royal 
Ahecause it would form a double 

possessive and the AG is not 
14My.1.. But If the atle . were to be the 

Adjutant General's Royal Corps 
rhere would be no problem 
with the double possessive and 
the name would show accurate- 
ly that the corps was both the 
Adjutant General's and Royal. 
This way of titling a corps 

would not be new for it was 

A 
P 

a GB(0)903821188 FREEPHONE Germany0130857874 ~e1gium078 118315 

I ~ J i I l ~ I d  This medal rule is 'negative' I 

MAY I SAY how wonderful the 
new National Service mm- 
memmtive its uniquely-coloured medal looks, ribbon. with I 

feel sw those of us who have 
obtained it will be proud to 
wear it. 

Why, though, must it be a 
sin to wear it on the medal bar 
with other decorations? Some- 
one who served tsoyears and 

gained the General Service 
Mednl, Mpleyp, for example, 
would be pmud mwear the two 
medals together, rather than 
one on top of the other. 

T~lst this country to adopt 
this negative attitude to those 
who have saved it. Is tberc no 
senior 05a to speak up on 
our hehalt? - A Denton, 

-* 

DIARY 

done before in the case of the 
old m C ,  where the title 
indicated it was both the King's 
Rifle Corps and a Royal Rifle 
Corp. - R E philpon, 
uIgwoad, Hants. 

. . .. . .. . .. . . . , . . . . , .. .. , . ... ... 
, . , , , . , . . , . . . . . .. .. . 

. . ,, , . , . , . . . . ,. . .... . .. ... . . 
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Forester who 
OOK REVIEWS 

The cauEron LI Arnhem went to war 
with an oboe 
WHEN Erskine Williams went 
to war in 1916 to fight for King 
and Country he took along his 
oboe. 

It was put of his call-up 
orders that he take his 
instrument with him when he 
reported to the bandmaster of 
The Sherwood Foresters at 
Brocton Camp in Staffordshire. 
In the war to end all wars it 

was the job of Army musicians 
to stretcher the wounded to 
first-aid stations, bury the 
dead, keep the roads clear of 
debris and dead horses, dispose 
of unexploded ammunition, 
guard PoWs and entertain at 
concert parties and officers’ 
messes. 

Additionally they had to take 
their turn at “tin-bashing“ 
(clearing up after the cooks in 
the cookhouse). 

But even though many of 
them came under heavy fire, it 
would seem, judging from 

BuUets and Bandsmen, that 
many had a relatively quiet war 
compared to hundreds of 
thousands of others slogging it 
out in the mud and the blood of 
1914-18. 

There can’t be many left who 
can recall the hands of The 
Sherwood Foresters or the 11th 
Division of the BEF which 
used an old London bus for 
their playing engagements. 

It all seems a bit unreal; 
trombones, violins, piemts 
and musical soirks in officers’ 
messes in the middle of all that 
camage. 

But there they were, play& 
their hearts and lungs out to 
give the Tommies a bit of 
pleasure and perhaps a memory 
of Blighty before going “over 
the top”. - JM 

Bullets and Bandsman by 
Daphne Jones. Owl Press, 
ft0.99 

rHERJ3 HAVE been at least 20 
moks specifically about the 
Battle of Arnhem and many 
nave touched on the battles of 
Nijmegen and Eindhoven. 

But, as Gen Sir John Hackett 
rays in his foreword to The 
Devil’s Birthday “1 do not 
know of any book written on 
)ur side of the Atlantic which 
has yet done anything like 
iustice to the performance of 
those two magnificent forma- 
tions, the 82nd and lOlst US 
Airborne Divisions . . . Geof- 
frey Howell’s book does a 
measure of justice here which is 
long, in British d t i n g ,  
overdue.” 
This book, fust published in 

1984, has been updated by the 
author and he has “corrected a 
few errors, typographical and 
factual, which had found their 
way into the book”, but he also 
states that “only in two places 
have I felt the need to modify 
my previous views”. 

Not having read the fnst 
edition, your reviewer, who has 
walked the ground at Arnhem 
and Nijmegen, can only report 
that he wishes he had had this 
hwk in his hands at the time. 

It is an enthralling story 
written by an officer who 
c o k d e d  a company in 156 
Para Battalion and who is 
described by his former brigade 
commander at Arnhem in his 
foreword as “competent, 
courageous and self-effacing”. 

He deals in great detail with 
all the events and controversies 
surrounding the three actions at 
Eindhoven, Nijmegen and 
Amhem, including the greatest 
controversy concerning the 
DZs and LZs at Amhem. 

He describes this as “the 
prime cause of the. Virtual 
destruction of the ‘three 

brigades of 1st Airborne 

attempts to force their way 
through to reach the vital 
bridge across the river,” and 
rightly suggests that two 
brigades shauld have been 
dropped north p d  south of the 
bridge precedd by a glider- 
borne coup de main party. 

That this did not happen 
rests squarely with Gen 
Brereton, the commander of 1st 
Allied Airborne Army, who 
decided the air plan and would 
allow no changes; but should 
Lt Gen Browning, GOC British 
Airborne Corps and/or Maj Gen 
Urquhart, GOC 1 AB Division, 
have resigned rather than 
accept the flawed plan? 

The author in discussing this 
issue was obviously unaware of 
the evidence left by Gen 
“Windy” Gale, GOC 6 AB 
Division, and disclosed after 
his death a few years ago. 

He was asked by Browning 
to give his opinion of the plan 
and replied: “The whole 
division have to be landed on or 
close to the bridge to be certain 
of success or at the very least a 
coup de main drop of a 
parachute brigade to hold the 
bridge until the main force 
arrived. Without such a drop 
the chances of success are 

Division in thek Various 

When asked bv Browning 
what he would do.if he had 6 
accept the plan (dropping 1 Ikm 
away) he replied “I would 
resign.” 

The author, however, points 
out that Browning had already 
thteatened to resign once over 
Op Linnet 2 and “although he 
did attempt to persuade his air 
force colleagues to reconsider 
their plans it was difficult for 
him to make a stand. No one 

.- 

Men of 10 Para and Belgian common 
commemorstlon parachute drop on Arnhem 

can offer to resign twice in ten fmal conclusion is, however, 
days.” One is tempted to provocative and readers will 
respond “Why not?” have to judge for themselves. 

It is impossible to rehearse all Readers may also wonder 
aspects of three main battles in why the book is called The 
this review; suffice it to say in Devil’s Birthday. The author 
Gen Hackett’s words, “this explains that this was how a 
book is the rarity of lucid and German soldier who fought at 
informed comment on the Arnhem and was captured later 
whole untidy business of war in the war described the battle. 
and above all on thew Another German who had 

Picture Sirnon M Lunt 

mciuamg Russia, said that 
“Amhem exceeded in ferocitj 
anything he had known”. A 
veritable cauldron indeed ir 
which the brave Dutch citizen2 
shared the horrors of the 
soldiers so bravely. - PSN 

The Devll’s Blrlhday. Thr 
Bridges to Arnhem 1944 b) 
Geoffrey Howell. Leo Cooper 
f16.95. 

~ -~ ____ ~~ ~~~... 
operations in particular.” His served in almost every theatre, 

AN ENGLISHMAN IN THE ARGYLLS -d 
AS A self-confessed chaser of 
the good life, junior reporter 
Russell Spurr joined the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders in 
1941 in search of girls and 
adventure. 
; He left his job in Grimsby as 
a IPyear-old with a hedonistic 
future firmly in his sights. It 
was anything-for-a-laugh time. 

But it didn’t quite work out 
to plan. What he did discover 
was that his fellow recruits in 

the Argylls were tough Glaswe- 
gians who considered him an 
English poof. 

He also found out that the 
Gordon Highlanders and the 
Argylls didn’t get on too well 
and a set-to in an Aberdeen bar 
left him flat on his back with an 
egg-sized lump on his head. 
But at least he learned 
something about regimental 
pride, earning him the respect 
of his comrades. 

But where were the girls to 
accompany his flash new 
uniform and borrowed kilt, 
now he was one of the lads? 

No such luck for the young 
Spurr and, since he yearned for 
adventure and the Indian Army 
wanted officers, he applied for 
a commission. 

No sooner had he arrived in 
India than he was applying to 
bin the Royal Indian Navy, at 

This grasshopper existence 
did him no harm at all and he 
spent five reckless and spirited 
years in the Far East. 

In Let the Tiger Turn Tail 
Spurr, now 70 and still writing 
for newspapers and TV from 
his Sydney home, tells a 
rollicking, ripping yarn of his 
war service. - JM 
Let the  Tlgar Turn Tall by 
Russell Spurr. Mainstream Pub- 
lishing (Edinburgh), f14.99. 

In Pnwnee of My Foes by Gris 
Davies-Scourfieid. Extraordin.ary 
story of spirited battle of Calais 
followed by five years in POW 
camps, including Colditz. Several 
ingenious escapes included one 
which led 10 nine months hidden 
by the Polish resistance. Pub- 
lished by Wilton 65. Signed copies 
lrom Brig E G B Davies. 
Scourfield. Old Rectory Cottage, 
Medstead, Alton. Hants GU34 
5W, price f19.50 pius f2.50 p 
and p. 

Bovington 
guide to 
the world, 
of tanks “ 

TANK Museum curator- 
director Lt Col George Fony 
and his son Adam have 
produced what is planned as 
the first of a series of in-depth 
studies of specific vehicles from 
the museum collection. 

After an introduction on the 
museum’s history, function and 
aims, SO of the ever-growing 
number of exhibits are covered 
in The Bovington Tank 
Collection, with details of their 
evolution, use and effect. 

Each study is accompanied 
by basic specifications and 
usually two or more photo- 
graphs and tells a part in the 
story of AFV development. 

With so many to choose 
from, this selection ranges from 
the Hornsby tractor, possibly 
the earliest known running 
tracklayer; through the fmt  
“tank“ and First World War 
designs; tanks and armoured 
cars from the mainstream and 
blind alleys of the inter-war era; 
then successful and not so 
successful Second World War 
designs before coming right up 
to date with an ex-Iraqi 
Type-69 11. 

Especially valuable are the 
many items of additional 
information, histories of the 
individual vehicles themselves, 
where and when they were 
acquired and the story of the 
running vehicles in use in 
recent years. 

My only criticisms of the 
book are the cost - which is a 
little high as all the photo- 
graphs apart from the cover are 
in black and white - and the 
lack of an address or location 
for the museum, which many 
readers will want to visit. 

These apart, you will enjoy 
this book if you read it through 
or just dip in from time to time, 
for either way you will be both 
entertained and enlightened. 

Let us hope the authors keep 
going. They only have about 
250 more vehicles to go! - PB 

The Bovlngton Tank Collu- 
tlon by George and Adam Forty. 
Ensian Publications. 2 Redcar 
Stregt, Southampton SO1 5LL. 
SOR cover, f14.95. 
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CANOE POLO SKELETON RACING ] [fPORT) 

ROYAL DOULTON'S FALKLANDS WAR TANKARD 

"THE R E T W  OF THE CANBERRA" 
TO MARK THE ~ O T H  ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDERS i 
A 

COMMEMORATIVE D ch, 

LIMITED EDITION e TANKARD 
The crowds roared, and burst into 
spontaneous song: "Rule Britannia, 
Britannia rules the waves". On 
hoard the decks were packed with 
wwiny, smiling sailors and soldiers. 

s the rust-streaked P&O liner 
a n b e r r a  cruised slowly into 
Southampton Harbour, home from 
a 16,000 mile journey, the words 
of  the Prime Minister were upper- 

lost on everyone's lips: "Great 
ritain is Great again". 

I f  the 100 ships that took part 
in the Falklands conflict perhaps 
none was as well knoivn as 

4' ~ , Le Canberra. and . 1 
aspn. 

Tbe b v  A side weie 
represented -bY cppt A b  
T~OIDRS (RAW), SBt J o ~  
Slater (AAC), Cpl Steve You# 
(AAC), Bdr Chris Town8011 
(RA), LBdr Kcith Brigstock 
(RA) and Gnr Tony M a h  
(RA), and the B team by Capt 
Mark Alexan&r (R Signals), 
QMSI Paul Williams (APTC), 
Cpl Jim Ross (RE), Spr Ian 
Grrarcock (RE), Ocdt DF,R 
Amlot (RMAS) and OCdt 
J-Y H o ~ ~ I  W S ) .  

lr this reason it 
the ship 
hich Geoff 
unt, the leading 
ilitary artist, chose 
, depict when creating Royal 
oulton's 10th Anniversarv 

Q. e-. 

ommemordtive Tankard. 

EOLDTOAIDTHEKlNGGEORGE'SFUNDFORSAlLORS 

Flr-"down 1 I 
~ ~ - 

ONE OF the more unusunl sports GreatBritainontheWorldCup~t 
assodstedwiththeArmyWinterSport around Eumpe and the world 

this month. This winter the Army's skeleton 
Association's dendar gets under way championships in calgary. f 

Skeleton Rdng involves the athlete 
hunling head fvst down a bobsleigh 
track, face just two inches fmm the ice, 
on a 3% "tea tray". 
Following a sprint start, speeds of 

more than 125km can be achieved. 
Last year five British Army athletes - 

Cd Mark Woad (4 ADSR). Cant 

season starts with the junior mining 
week and championships on the 
Olympic bobsleigh run at I&, 
Innsbruck, followed in January by the 
British championships at Albanille, 
venue for last year's Winter Olympics. 

The British team for the internation- 
al race is selsted after Albertville. 
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ROYAL DOULTON'S FALKLANDS WAR TANKARD 

"THE R E T W  OF THE CANBERRA" 
TO MARK THE ~ O T H  ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDERS i 
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COMMEMORATIVE D ch, 

LIMITED EDITION e TANKARD 
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aspn. 
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T b m  (RAW), SBt J o ~  
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Grrarcock (RE), Ocdt &vc 
Amlot (RMAS) and OCdt 
J-Y H o ~ ~ I  W S ) .  
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the ship 
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, depict when creating Royal 
oulton's 10th Anniversarv 
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on a 3% "tea tray". 
Following a sprint start, speeds of 

more than 125km can be achieved. 
Last year five British Army athletes - 
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week and championships on the 
Olympic bobsleigh run at I&, 
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British championships at Albanille, 
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A TIME TO GIVE 
Padre Edward Ward, chaplain to the 5th (Volunteer) Battalion, 
The Light Infantry, reflects on a Heid of popp*. during the 
Territorial Army battalion’s annual camp on Salisbury Plain 
earlier this year. 

Tha Royal British Legion’s 1W2 Poppy Appeal was launched 
at Southampton on November 2 when M n  Sara Jonea, widow 
of Col “H” Jones VC, presented poppies to Falklands war 
veterans aewlng with Marchwood-based 17 Port and Maritime 
Regiment Royal Corps of Transport and 40 Commando RM at 

I Taunton. 
The Poppy Appeal needs to inereere Its colleCt(0n this year if 

the Royal British Legion Is to continue its current level of welfare 
and benevolent work for cx-Sewica personnel and their families. 

i picture Peter Grlff8thS 
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