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This Sapper Regiment Is Twice Royal 
a .  . . .  

men of the 299-yeardd Royal Moomou- Royal 
Ehdneen Wlitia), scoior regimmt of the ReseKve Army aQd T” the only military lnit in Britah with two “Rqals’’ in its title, 
will ahvays b e m e  ofamyalwelamein the Gloaaternrep. 

Last year a barge struck the Haw Bridge on the River Severn at 
Tirley, near G l o ~ t e z ,  and destroyed it. For months, mffic had to 
make a 14-mile detour and pedestrians were ferried across the river. 
Then the Regiment offered, as part of its training, to build a new one. 
In three days it erected a 29O-ft Bailey Bridge (provided by the War 
OffiQ and capable of carrying up to nine tons) and the local Council’s 
worries were over. 

The operation was a fitting prelpde to the celebration next year of 
the Royal MonmouthsW 300th anniversary, for the Regiment has 
been building bridges for nearly 100 years. 

The RSgiment was ra id  in 1660 as the Monmouhhire Militia by 
the 3rd Marquis of Womtc r  (later the 1st Duke of Beaufort) and 

SOLDIER pays a call on the on& 

military unit in Britain to have two 1 

“Royals’’ in its title. It is nearly 300 

years old and claim8 to be Britain’s 

senior non-Regular unit -senior even 

3 
to the Hanowable Artillery Company 

. . - . .  
s u m  men has iought III every 
major war in which Britain has 
been involved. It was embodied 
for aperiod of I3 years during the 
Peninsular War. 

For over 290 years thc Regi- 
ment was a Light Infantry unit, 
and its long association with the 
Infantry is commemorated today 
in the green arm flash worn by all 
ranks. In 1877 the ArrnyandNavy 
Grrzettc recorded that “tecause of 
its great efficiency this Militia 
Regiment is likely to be converted 
into an Engineer Corps.” It was, 
several months later. 

Even as an integral part of the 
Corps of Royal Engineers, the 
Regiment has retained its own 
title, though not without a fight. 
Over 80 years ago the Command- 
ing Officer persuaded the authori- 
ties to allow the Regiment to keep 
its name instead of giving it a 
number within the Corps. 

In 1948, when theRegiment 
was reformed as a Supplementary 
Reserve unit, and again in 1953, 
when it was transferred to the 
Territorial Army, the War Office 
gave an undertaking that the 
transfer would not atTect its order 
of precedence, which remains, 
despite periodic cha l lem by the 
Honourable Artillery Company, 
the senior non-Regular Regiment. 
Its officers are still commis- 

sioned into the Royal Mon- 
mouthshire Royal Engineers, and 
not the Corps of Royal Engineers. 

The unit has always born the 
word “Militia” in its title. It 
gained the prefix “Royal” in 1804, 
and 92 years later acquired its 
second “Royal“ on transfer to 
the Royal Engineers. At that 
time it shared the “double-Royal” 
distinction with the Royal Angle- 
sey Royal En&ccrs, but with the 
passing of the latter in 1951 it 
beuune unique in this mpect. 

The old Militia had no liability 
for overseas service, but this did 
not stop the OtfiaR and men of 
the Royal Monmouthshim from 
attaching themselves to Regular 
formations and campaigning 
throughout the world. The Regi- 
ment tried to get into the Crimcan 
War as a unit, the officers them- 
selves offering to put up fM00 to 
equip it. But the, idea was turned 
down. 

Even so, many members of the 
Royal Monmouthshire (Light In- 

Ewe% who p i  the Rcghmt 
ova 30 ycsrs ago and s now its 
HonoraryColoncl,wasthektof 
the Taritor*s Amy 086Cas to 
command the Royal M o ~ m ~ t h -  
c4liml. Thepracpt(hnamdl ‘w 
OtiiCa; Lisutcnut-Cdd J. H. 
Bond MC, Royal Enghem, is 
t h e t h i r d R l c c r u i v c ~ d f i c g  
tocollraaadtbsmut. 

The Royal Monmouthshire 
Royal (Militia.) has a 
proud “famiy” hrrton. typifkd 
by the four Roar brothm who 
sc€vcintbe . band. 
8eant that hc H. trpMLs T. Robcm I73 miles is horn so ksea hia 

homo in Brighton to attend the 
armmrampudmmeofthe 
training agsions. 

R*- 

.............................................. . . 

fantry) Militia, M it was then 
called, found theu way to the 
Cnma and formed a close 
d t i m  with the 23rd Foot 
(now the Royal Welch F I I & ~ ) .  
In huK, 1855, evQy dficg and 
man in the Royal Monmouth- 
shirrs mMributed a day‘s pay to 
the Urd rn honour of the Innsr’s 
perfowplrc at Seb.stopol. 
The Regimart.s &ex to aend 

men to the south Afrian war 
wasseapced,anditsamedhigh 
praise for its mad and b r i b  
buildmg wor);. 

There wasa far-machkg- 
in 1908 w h t h e  Militia becam 
theSpecialRramandpcfeptcd 
hbility for service abroad in 

but in 192.5 it WOI the only 
dssaadmt of the old Militia and 
Sps0i.l R a s v e  to schiew TD 
incunrtion under the new Sup 
P l e n m t s r y R ~ I C h t m s .  

In 1939 the Rsgimcnl’s two 
Anny Troops co1IIppI1Ks- ’ 100 
and 101-t to war, hotb d h  
tin&dhgthcIme4winthe1940 
ClmPpiQl in France.‘ No. 100 

wt of the liDs a6 Infantry. 

was in thevan of thc 6ghting until 
V E h y .  ItssappenmamOng 
the Iim acro5a the seine, the 
R h i m m d t h e w a e r .  onewar 
c4musmmbt gave the unit the 
hodour of Iim amss the 
Rhim when, in eight hours, it 
alung a 148o-foot smrolt bridge 
O W  the river. 

whca. the Rorpl Monmouth- 
sh im was I&fomad in 1948 it 
b o c p m r t h e & ~ ~ -  
msot to wuu its own dirtinaive 
cap b.aobtbe Rina of w w s  
hthm s?rmemkd by a awhn 
and beams a lcrpn %oyal 
-*them 
“RE”. 
In 1953 the &row& of Mon- 

nwuth, in of ip long 
~ h . p w -  Wth the 
R e t ,  rppatsd the unir the 
Honorary  F reedom of t he  

=&---smz 
The re-formed Regiment 

c r d  to Normandy in 1944 and 
A e visitor to bad- 

quartera Mcy Sunday is Wyear- 
old Scqpnt-Wjor S i  Rw- 
sdlhthi. H o j o i d t h e k y d  
Monmouthshircs in 1897, sasd 
in the south African war and 
World War 0114 and rctirsd in 
1919. 

K. E HWLY 
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Which Is The Senior? depot IttrPinodandaenttowar 
77 OfeeSlB and 2113 other raoks. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

/ I  

int-Colonel If. M. .. ............................................. .: Lieutcna 
- , PACE 13‘ 
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HOI:LAND: . l .  . . I 
‘ I  THE MARCH OF 

I 
A 

THE 12,000. 
T thd hood d aZO.mib long dum 
d men and w-fram 14dMvmt 
cauntriaa.acantingentdboyafram 
tha Juniw L g d m ’  Battalion, Raw 

Ammy Ordnanca Corp., d d  In thdr 
Blua. marchd alang tha Ilo*r.r-atmwn 

nishing miles 
In the 43rd lnternationol Four kys Marching 
Festival. oneafthe morttatlng triaisdstaminp 
and fitness In the world. 

The flnt marching festival was hdd in 1909 
when a mere 45 pwple took part. This year 
there were more than IZWO contestants. Is00 
of them British saldim from 43 units In Rhine 
Army and 35 Territorial Army units in Britain. 
Five teams d the Women’s Royal Army Carp  
aha rook part. 

On sach d the faur days soldier parcidpants 
had to cover either ZS miles. dr 
ing order. or 31 miles w i t h  
camplaed the course received a 

- rwb lnta , ” a Z m  NI1 toba p&? bl* 
They had just completed 100 

. O Y P R U S  - 
THEY MAPPED THE MIDDLE EAST 

TINY unit d tha Royal Engineam 
which has had tha hercul.on task d 
Irrirlng mop d nearly 

k is No. 1 Radar Air (Survey Liaisan sccrion, 
2+amn , whlch since Wor( War Twa has 
travdl$ hundreds of thousan& d miles. mostly 
aver dadate and uninhabited country, In the 
nwer-ending task d impmving and revising 
ma 

h i a n ’ s  job was ta fix 
the u a a  pasition d radar beacons amund whlch I aircraft flew taking phopographs used in the map ’ making. Then it caak on the additional task d 

I c a u m  and 

Armed with the aerial pharographc, teams 
from the kct lon then want aut to relate them ta  
the ground. scaling the plaura by taking 
bearings on stars and interpreting the ground 

In the Middle k a t  h t.arZz!a 
d 

A 
1 

&ginaity. the 

I I 

by drawing in mads and tracks, au(rmding 
features and the nama d towns and villager. 

The unit’s travds have token teams to Kenya. 
Aden, Jordan. Bahreln, Sudan, British Somallland. 
Cyprus, Socorra, Malta and the Saychel1.r. 
Twka. in the Oman. its trucks ware Mown up by 
bandb. Once, a seriously injured Sapper had to 
be avaclloud by aircraft. 

One of the last remaining members of the 
Liaison Section. with its headquarters in Cyprus, 
h brpolpl Allan Blythe, h e  four-man c a m  d 
Sapper mapmakers recenciy rpem several 
months mapping Oman, living in the back of a 
three-tonner and covering at least 100 ml la  a 
day. Althau h the team was .rcorted by a section 
d t h e  Truaial Oman Scouts. It was twice attacked 
by Yemen1 rebels and armoured cars had to be 

Secmd- Lieutenant D. A. Harrh, Mllimy Obrener. 
Mlddk Eat Land forces. 

li.o of tk lur t*rr IcI tk - -y tsar .) mk 
to off.an a by C-:s9pJ&fry(l./r)arl 

Nor1 Cawdl. T k y  mrl- 3- over m of rl* M i U k  Eur. 

MILITARY ‘ THERE’S A WOMAN 
IN THE WORKSHOP 

- A N D  SHE’S THE BOSS 
a k n d d  men- Women’s Royal Army b r p  in a bit of acting used to,” Mr. 

1953 because she thaught the A. W. Hai. a v M m n  member of 
Army offered the best appar- the staff, taid SOLDIER. “but 
t u n 4  far travd and far gaining we ail g a  alang very well. 

k a woman: Captain G W H  the supmlsary and practical Camaln Seraant Is very tactful 

aaldlm and clvl l lanc 
at an Army Workshops 
in Aldmhat “Tha Bar” 

dolen Sergant. d tha 
Wamen’a Royal A m y  Carps. 

Captain krgant. aged 32, is 
in char e of the armament and 
whWe! vehldea repair section 
d No. 13 Cammand Worluhap. 
Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Enginwn. and Is rqamib le  far 
vahldes ranging from m a n  
larr ia to IO-ton Macadam and 
dozens dtypw of weapcm which 
Include rocket launchers. 25- 
pounder guns. the Hobat and 
ncolliess gum. 

She is the only member d the 
Women’s Royal Army Corps to 
be granted assaclate member- 
ship d the Institute of Machod- 
col Engineers and only the shnh 
woman to become a member. 
She Is aka one d only three 

‘WRAC atuuhd to the 
Royal E k c t r i d  and Mchonlcal 
Engimw. whase badge she 
wean aver her tunk paka. 

Captain Swgam inherits her 
skill from her father. who was 
an engineer. She joined the 

~ ~ , 
experience n e k r y  for her fa and a real h.*’ 
qualify far her AMI Mech.E. Cuprain krgant. whose 
She chose correctly for within hobbiesarefencing, phatagraphy 
two months d jainlng the Army and motoring (she Owns a 
she was m m M a n e d  and by sports car and has taken part in 
19% had passed her preliminary many rallies). has one more 
examinations. She served in unusual accomplishment: she Is 
the RhlncArmy workshops at one af the very few memben of 
Moen,chen-Gladbach and in the the Women’s Royal Army Corps 
Royal Electrical and Mechanical to have passed an advanced 
En Ineers’ Directorate at War driving M. 
otfice before being pas& to “One hean sa many Meats 
cake command of the repain abaut bad women drivers that I 
warkshop at Aidanhat. teak the course (0 show they 

How do the men like workin w a n  not always justifled,” she 
under a woman boas?--“k taaf cold SOLDIER. 

rkkr *L .?sPtbd  
U n a & r *  

€i. 1. 1. -. 

d Nijmegan. who. on the third day, marched 
milm wkh the team from the 1st Baccalion. Tha 
Rayal Sussex Regiment. 

While his parenrs were still asleep he c 
out d bed, put on a cawboyourfit and saug t 
aut the men d The Royal S w s u  Regiment. 
whose Cdod-in-Chld Is Quwn Julhna d the 
Netherlands. He stayed with them, marching 
in the fmm rank for ten haurr. until th. course 
was completed. 

Then he ran home, tothe d d d  hh  d i s t r d  
parems who had bean rearching the stryts for 
him all da .-hm a repan by Corporal Brlan 

T 

M r .  M J w  O h r  in ~ o r m o ~ .  , H O L L A N D :  2 

: - 
...................... 
a0. Ym h H i n t  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. I  . . . . . . . . 

FOR THE QUEEN’S - 
Op” off the north coast d Hailand ta Wroy a 
number of mkslle launching s i t u  

At flm all went wd l  as the Wkh traap drove 
deeply imo Holland fightln several d l  
battles an the wa against tfd4Ist Nsharlonds 
Combat Group &allan. But at Amenloon 
disaster struck in the shape. d the sudden arrival 
of Dutch reinforcements and the “La  Opiam” 
recreated hastily to the make-believe part d 
Hilvmum to re-embark for home. 

Wdam hos defeat bean mon w e b  for the 
“nambarking” twnd aut to be a day right- 
w i n g  In Amsterdam. 

I 

EW COLOURS FOR 
THE FORESTERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

RIVATE DERBY tha kurtamth. the Reglmmnt’a rom 
~ w a s a n p . m d a w h s n n e w C o l o v n w s r . ~ y  
pmnonted t o t b a t h  Battalion. Thashrwaad FaN8tus 
(Tmitorkl Army). at Newark. 

Appropriatd the cdwrs, which dly bear the many battle 
honoun d t h e  kegimanc, were handy- by the Duke d Portland 
whase father presented the Bortalian with iu pnviaus Cdaun 48 
Years  aaa. . Th.&BatrOllon.TheSherwoad ForestenisthelarganTwrl(oriol 
Army Banallan in 49 Diritlan and one of the strongest450 0ffIm-s 
and mon-in the country. it is alsa the only Territorial Army Infancry 
battalion in Natinghamshirc. 
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“WELL ,DONE, PETTICOAT 
e 

0 . 
e 

Of all the gallant actions on the North-Wed Frontier of lndia none 
excelled that of The Cordon RYghlander8 who stonaed a precfpitous 
liiEl at Dargai ender heavy lpra aad routed the enemy with the bayonet 

2.- . 
#i- 
t 

ORWNS to rtan thepoaitba at any c o a d  at dl M’’ 
TLiSwm theIlr%.8e C m m m m l u ’ a e i e c M ~  order tothe 
lst B.tt.lbs, Tbe Gadoe H&bhs, n the Scotsmm 
stood in hda ofa  lllaahibtop village o. m ’ s  

NorlbWest h t k r ,  in October, 1W. 
In face of murderous tire from 

enemy tribesmen, four battalions spur a thousand feet high, had 
had sucomsively attacked the’ been occupied by a host of Afridi 
heights and failed, cut dewn or and other hill-tribesmen. The 
driven back as they reached a enemy dominated the route by 
strip of open ground. which the British and Indian 

Then came Brigadier-Ceneral troops had to march and the 
Kempster’s challenge to the Cor- attackers had to climb a pmipi- 
dons. To the skirl of the p i p  the tous and narrow winding path. 
Battalion stormed the ridge and The battle opened on 18 Octo- 
routed the enemy. ber with an attack by two 

In that action-the Battle of brigades. WithTheGordon High- 
Dargai, on 20 October, 1897-The landers in BrigadierGcacral 
Cordon Highlanders won two Kempster’s 1st Brigade were the 
Victoria Crosses. They were 1st Battalion, The Dometshire 
c h d  by their fellow soldiers Regiment, the lstpnd Gurkha 
and earned the highegt praise of Ri&s and the 15th Si. Early 
their force commander. in the morning the Brigade set out 

The Battle of Dargai was fought from Shinawari in a wide m o w  
in the coume of one of the [re ment to the w t  to turn the 
went campaigns provoked by the emmy’s flank, whik another 
fie.rce~dcraftywarriortribamen brigade, in which WCIC troops of 
oftheNoRh-WestFrontierinthe The King‘s Own Seottisb Bor- 
times of British Sovereignty 4 d a m ,  The NorthamptoMhire 
India. Regiment and another battalion 

Dargai, a village near the of Gurkhas. began a Frontal 
K h y k  F’ass and built on a rocb 
PAGE 26 

assault on the position. 

A prdiminary bombardment by 
British guns.waslargelyineffive, 
so OCUIC wac the natural defencea 
of rocks amid which the hillmcn 
lay, and it was against an un- 
shaken fa that the assaulting 
brigade, kd by the Gurkhas, 
started to climb the hill. 

“It seemed inaadibk,” wrote 
one obsewer, “that any enemy 
could be turned out of such a 
position. . . . It literally had to be 
chbcd up to, so steep and pre- 
cipitous was the mountainside. In 
many places the men could move 
only in singk fik, and prom 
was perforce painfully slow.” 
Y a  by noon a point was 

reachsdwhen a rush across the 
open hadtobemade and the affair 
tinished. ‘The brave little Gur- 
I r h s s s t r e a m s d s c r o s S ~ ~ ~  
specc as fast as their legs would 
carry them or the s t ap  slope 
would permit. Tht Scottish Bor- 
h r s  followed Clare and, with 
loud cheera, the CrWt of the hill 
was carried md the enemy in IU 
rctrcat w ( ~ e  shot down as they 
nimbly fled over its ~cvclsc 
slops.” 

Iltlmediptely aftmards Kemp 

ster’s Brigade, after a long and 
hard climb of mom than eight 
hours, appcarsd in the enemy’s 
rear. 

Dargai was thus suoxsafully 
stormed, but no s o m m  had the 
village been won and burned 
down and its defences destroyed 
than the Britishmadc themistake 
of evacuating it. The enemy came 

Kempster’s Brigade was 
gettmg ready to return to camp- 
the other brigade was alreody 
gone-when hordes of Afridi and 
mighbouring OraLZsi appaarrd 
from every direction. 

Already worn out by many 
hours of marching and fighting, 
the British troop had now to go 
on fighting till after dark to cow 
thcir withdrawal. Through the 
night they made their way back to 
camp, but the tribmncq instead 
of following them, bent all their 
etTorts to repakhg and strenp- 
thsning the DarE,ai defence4 and 
manning them in such nianbers 
that by the next day the position 
was cycn stronser than befom..-.. 
and the Afridi now Lom better 
how to defend it. 

On the 20th the British came 

. ., 

I 

j I REGIMENT!”- 

A. R. FABB BROS. LTD. 

7 
BLAZER P6CKET BADGES I 

Hand an- in gold and ailvex wire md silk fin 
thefouapviee: 

CAVALRY - YEOMANRY - mRPs COUNTY 
REGIMENTS - GUARDS LONDON REGIMBNTS 
FUSILIERS IRISH, SCOTTISH and WELSH 
REGIMENTS ROYAL NAVY - ROYAL MARINES 
ROYAL AIR FORCE * DOMINION and COLONIAL 
REGIMENTS =*A 

REGIMENTAL TIES 
Anmkil.lpfilc.IrL ~ U d R n ~ X ~ ~  

RANK BADGES 

cw-l-Fp.ir w-F* 7lsl-F* 

In rll the above &ea in hvo qurlirica 

w, T k m m y a n d M l Q i w & a  k bmt &a@ 4 

ForNa 1 DreaGddLaachemna 
aowrr CORumAL LcoIIouL 

wkmlordrriykdi&#md.urrdols 

’YEE2lg& 
BUY DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURERS 
15-17 Morkat %re&, Maidenhad, B d m  
EsmbMwd law TdC#4OlW:MSibbd3533 
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